
APPENDIX C1 – CONSULTATION SUMMARIES  
ConocoPhillips Australia has discharged its obligations to carry out consultation under 
regulation 25 of the Environment Regulations as evidenced through the consultation 
summaries within this Appendix. Each Relevant Person has a consultation summary 
which provides a record of the consultation, including the identification method, 
consultation process, the information provided, and the reasonable period allowed. The 
summary also identifies assertions and concerns, information received and objections 
and claims, as well as ConocoPhillips Australia’s responses to these. 
 

SENSITIVE INFORMATION REQUEST 

The consultation summaries highlight where Relevant Persons were informed of Clause 
25(4) of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) 
Regulations 2023.  Where a request has been made this is captured in the summary and 
the request adhered to, with information redacted as appropriate. Unredacted 
summaries are included in the Sensitive Information Report.  

 

 



Org ID Name of Organisation Subject Centred Category - Functions, Interests and Activities
5 Colac Otway  Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
6 Tuna Australia Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
7 Director Of National Parks (DNP) Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
8 Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
9 University of Tasmania (UTAS) Research and Academic Institutions - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
10 Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
11 South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
13 King Island Marine Research Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
14 Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
15 Apollo Bay Sailing Club Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
16 Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
20 Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

22 TGS Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 
Table 3-5

23 CGG (Regia MSS) Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 
Table 3-5

24 Peterborough Residents Group Inc Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
25 Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
26 Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
27 Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
28 Department of Defence Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
29 Department of Industry Science and Resources Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
30 Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
31 National Native Title Tribunal Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
32 Department of State Growth Tasmania State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
33 Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
34 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
35 Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
36 Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
37 Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
38 Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
39 Maritime Safety Victoria State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
40 Port Authority of NSW State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
41 Transport NSW State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
42 Department of Primary Industries (NSW) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
43 Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
45 Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
48 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
49 Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
50 Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
51 Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
52 Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
54 Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
55 Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
56 Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
57 Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
58 Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
59 Karadi Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
61 Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
62 Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
64 Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
65 Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
66 Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
67 Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
68 Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
69 First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
70 Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
71 Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
72 King Island Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
73 King Island Landcare Group eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

74 Department of Energy and Mining SA State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
75 Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
76 Warrnambool City Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
77 Mornington Peninsula Shire Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
78 Circular Head Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
79 Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
80 Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
81 Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
82 Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
83 Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
84 Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
85 Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
86 Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
87 Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
88 Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
89 Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
90 Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
91 Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
92 Aboriginal Heritage Council Tasmania State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
93 Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
95 Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
97 Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
98 Corangamite Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
99 District Council of Grant Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

List of Relevant Persons



Org ID Name of Organisation Subject Centred Category - Functions, Interests and Activities
List of Relevant Persons

100 Burnie City Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
101 Wellington Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
102 Waratah Wynard Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
103 City of Casey Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
104 Shoalhaven City Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
105 Bega Valley Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
106 Wattle Range Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
107 Eurobodalla Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
108 District Council of Robe Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
109 Glenelg Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
110 Surf Coast Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
111 Australian Marine Conservation Society eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

112 Cardinia Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
113 Moyne Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
114 City of Mount Gambier Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
115 City of Greater Geelong Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
116 Borough of Queenscliffe Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
117 Bass Coast Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
118 Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
119 Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
120 Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 

Table 3-5
121 Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
122 North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
123 Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
124 Lyenna Proprietary Limited Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
125 King Island Tourism Inc Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
126 Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
127 MURES FISHING PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
128 A AND P BARBARIC Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
129 A B HUNTER FISHING NOMINEES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
130 ABBOTT FISHERIES Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
131 AJKA PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
132 ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
133 ALISSA ENTERPRISES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
134 ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
136 ANGELICA FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
137 KA OLVER PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
138 ANTHONY C OLVER Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
139 AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
140 Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

142 AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
143 SARUNIC BROS. PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
144 Clean Ocean Foundation eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

145 A & M AGRIOS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
146 AARON R KAVANAGH Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
147 ANTHONY C DJIRKALLIS AND MELINDA C DJIRKALLIS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
148 BRUNOS TUNA QUOTA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
149 Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
150 SAMS QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
151 SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
152 AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
153 B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
154 Friends of the Earth Australia/ Melbourne eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

155 B TUNNAGE FISHING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
156 BAKER FISHING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
157 BENJAMIN W FRIEND Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
158 HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
159 BIAGIO SPINELLA Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
160 TOREN FISHING & TRADING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
161 BLASLOV FISHING GROUP PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
162 BORIC FISHERIES PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
163 C R & A LAVALLE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
164 C.C. WHEATLEY& J.W. WHEATLEY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
165 C.A. HARRISS & J.A. ROWLINGS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
166 C.R. MARLOW & SON PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
167 CANDICE K PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
168 CHARISSA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
169 CHASPER INVESTMENTS PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
170 Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
171 Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
172 CHRIS CORRIGAN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
173 G.M.P. NOMINEES PROPRIETARY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
174 KAPLAN EQUITY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
175 MOORE FAMILY NOMINEE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
176 PESCATORE DI MARE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
177 QUOTA POOL PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
178 ROBERT A FERGUSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
179 Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
180 CHRIS WHITE FISHING AND AQUACULTURE PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
181 CLAUDARAH PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
182 CONSTANDINOS MELLAS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
183 CORREIA HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5



Org ID Name of Organisation Subject Centred Category - Functions, Interests and Activities
List of Relevant Persons

184 CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
185 CW & AL NEWMAN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
186 DAVICA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
187 DDD LAVALLE FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
189 Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
190 BEAVER FISHING CO Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
191 PAUL R WILLIAMS PATRICIA M WILLIAMS MICHAEL G WILLIAMS AND DEBORAH J 

WILLIAMS
Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

192 P & M WILLIAMS ENTERPRISES (N.Q.) PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
193 DI FISHING EDEN PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
194 DORIALE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
195 DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
196 E.M GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
197 EDITH NG Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
198 JIMMY NG Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
199 JOHN KIN SANG KWOK Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
200 EF MJ & PA BOSCHETTI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
201 J A  &  J E BOSCHETTI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
202 LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
203 WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
204 EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
205 EMILY KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
206 ESBJORN CO PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
207 F & H TRAWLING CO. PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
208 F.C. & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
209 SALVATORE G CAMPISI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
210 F.M.F PIRRELLO & FMC FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
211 FINA K PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
212 Fishan Pty. Ltd. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
213 FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
214 FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
215 PRIME CATCH PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
216 FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
217 OPUS2 PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
218 FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
219 G KRAUSE &  J.I KRAUSE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
220 FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
221 G.J. HOLDINGS PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
222 GARY J KENNEDY PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
223 GA & MJ STEVENSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
224 GA & MJ STEVENSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
225 GKJ INVESTMENTS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
226 GORDON LAIDLER & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
227 GRACIE P PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
228 GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
229 HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
230 HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
231 HINCHCLIFF HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
232 HOOVA HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
233 MARTRUDAN PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
234 HOUVAN PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
235 HURSEY & SONS PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
236 JAMES A HURSEY (SNR) Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
237 ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
238 ISOLA BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
239 MUOLLO FISHING PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
240 THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
241 THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
243 TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
244 J & N JARVIS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
245 J PAPAS & J PAPAS (T/A THE LOCAL CATCH) Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
246 J. ANASTASOPOULOS & M ANASTASOPOULOS & J ANASTASOPOULOS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
247 JASKOT PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
248 JETOPAY PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
249 JD FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
250 JIMMY ELIAS & SON PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
251 JIMMY ELIAS & SON PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
252 JW & AS INVESTMENTS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
253 KAMASSI SEAFOOD AUSTRALIA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
254 KT VT KR & FE HASLAM Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
255 L & A KAVADAS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
256 LAVALLE FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
257 LEFKAS SEAFOODS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
258 LEIGH ROBERT & TANIA LYNETTE CASTLE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
259 LUKIN ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
260 MARIT ENTERPRISES PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
261 LUKIN FISHERIES PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
262 M & P BASILE PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
263 MARIO BASILE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
264 LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
265 M.C BISHOP & O.E BISHOP Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
266 MAE INVESTMENTS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
267 MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
268 NSW Aboriginal Land Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
269 MARELLEN PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
270 MARIO GIUSEPPE AGOSTINO & BARTOLINO PUGLISI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
271 MARKANE SEAFOODS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
272 MARNIKOL FISHERIES PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
273 MATTHEW J GOODWIN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
274 MJ & ML GOODWIN PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
275 MARVIC PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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276 MCLAUGHLIN CONSOLIDATED FISHERMEN LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
277 MENBAR PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
278 MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
279 QUICKWIND PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
280 MICHAEL & TELLY ALESIOS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
281 MICHAEL BALLANTYNE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
282 MICHAEL J WHITE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
283 MICHAEL V HARDY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
284 MKC HYDRAULICS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
285 NILS J BUSH Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
286 P D & S CLARKE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
287 MP & SP POWE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
288 MORRIS L & CHRISTINE M WOLF Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
289 PALMERS ISLAND NO. 1 PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
290 PANTHER NOMINEES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
291 N & M J LUCARELLI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
292 NAUTILUS FISHING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
293 PAUL & TANIA ANASTASOPOULOS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
294 NEALE M LISK Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
295 PAUL R COOPER Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
296 NEVILLE P & HELEN M ROCKLIFF Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
297 NF & MJ BURRIDGE PC ROWE & DJ SMITH Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
298 Sandmam PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
299 PAUL W HERMAN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
300 PIEDMONT INVESTMENTS PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
301 PAUL ZOLEZZI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
302 PEAK HOLDINGS LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
303 PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
304 PERSY BARNETT FISHING CO PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
305 PETER & SANDRA GILLOOLY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
307 PETER & UNA FISHING CO. PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
310 PETER D ANNABLE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
311 PETER F & A STEGMANN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
312 PETER G THOMSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
313 PETER M LE MAITRE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
314 PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
315 PG & UM ROCKLIFF Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
316 QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
317 RAYMOND W DAVIES Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
318 UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
319 RADAR HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
320 PIKACHU PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
321 SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA  PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
322 RHYLAN FISHING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
324 ROCKFISH 1 PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
325 RODNEY G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
326 RODNEY JW FRIEND Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
327 S. & Z. LUKIN PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
328 SALVATORE VINACCIA Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
329 SANCHEZ TUNA PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
330 SANFORD AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
331 SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
332 SCORPION CO PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
333 WHAN & BOXSELL PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
334 Beach Patrol 3280-3284 eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

335 SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
336 SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
337 SEACOL PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
338 SIAMANG PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
339 SIMON K TIDSWELL Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
340 SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
341 SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
342 ST ANTONIOS NOMINEES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
343 STEPHEN C GIBBONS & SUSAN M CLEMENTS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
344 STEPHEN J KENNETT Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
345 STEVE SPRALJA Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
346 STEVEN DISAURO Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
347 STUART P ATKINS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
348 SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
349 VERONICA SEA FISH PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
350 SUTRON PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
351 SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
352 T & DP GUARNACCIA PTY LTD & HUNT MORREY PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
353 T & G Southern Ocean Pty. Ltd. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
354 TALLEY'S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
355 TANIA LEE VON STANKE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
356 TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
357 TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
358 THE ESTATE OF THE LATE HELEN MAY ROMARO Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
359 TIMOTHY T CRAWFORD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
360 TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
361 TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
362 VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
363 VYNBAN PTY. LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
364 WALKER SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
365 WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
366 WARBURTON AQUACULTURE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
367 WARNA MAR HOLDINGS LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
368 WAYNE L CHEERS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
369 WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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370 WESTSHAPE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
371 WILD LIFE FISHERIES Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
372 YB LICENCE PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
373 YGO EDEN PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
374 Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
375 AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
376 MARCUS STEHR AUSTRALIA PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
377 STEHR GROUP PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
379 South West Fishing Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
381 Shoreline Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
384 Alinta Energy Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 

Table 3-5
385 Port Campbell Community Group Inc. eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

386 Port Campbell Progress Group Inc Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
387 Surfers for Climate eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

388 Professional Fishers' Association Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

389 PAUL BONE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
390 BEASLEY HOLDINGS TAS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
391 South Gippsland Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
392 East Gippsland Shire Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
393 HORST D FISCHER Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
394 TOBERFISH PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
395 Bombora Fishing Services Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
396 MCCONACHY HAULAGE PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
397 RUSSELL C FROST Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
398 MARK T IDDON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
399 POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
400 CHERYL A GUILLOT Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
401 GUILLOT ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
402 JOHN F MCDONALD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
403 JOHN MCDONALD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
404 ANTONIO CASTRO DIAZ Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
405 ARTHUR N SIFFORD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
406 ASHLEY L GARLAND Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
407 BENJAMIN DENNIS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
408 BRUCE A TEDHAM Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
409 CAMILLO R PUGLISI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
411 CHRISTOPHER G HANSEN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
412 CHRISTOPHER H INNES Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
413 CHRISTOPHER R BARKER Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
414 CHRISTOS MELAS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
415 COLIN T PETERSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
416 DANIEL J BULTMAN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
417 DARREN J CLARK Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
418 DAVID A FREEMAN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
419 DAVID A RADCLIFFE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
420 DAVID COLIN CHAFFEY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
421 DAVID JOHN SMITH & MARGARET JANE BURRIDGE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
422 DENIS N BROWN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
423 DENISE M WILLEY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
424 EDWARD G LESTER Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
425 EMANUEL SAMARTZIS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
426 PELTOWN PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
427 PETER A & JANE S FIGL Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
428 GARRY BRAITHWAITE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
429 GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
430 THEO P HAIRON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
431 GAZAK HOLDINGS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
432 GEOFFREY F NOYE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
433 GEORGE PAPAS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
434 GLENFORD R WISBY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
435 GRAHAME J CLARKE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
436 GUY D MANTHORPE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
437 HARRY K MITCHELSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
438 JAKE E CRIPPS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
439 JAMES A SUTHERLAND Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
440 JASON C GREEN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
441 JASON S MACDONALD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
442 JOE LAGANA Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
443 JOHN  M BARRETT Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
444 JOHN F MASON & LYNN CHEUNG Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
445 JOHN L CARELESS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
446 JOHN M SKOLJAREV Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
447 JOSEPH & WANDA STEVENS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
448 JOSEPH J RASCHILLA Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
449 JOYCE M PUGLISI Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
450 KEITH KERR DIANA KERR MALCOLM KERR WAYNE KERR PETER KERR STEPHEN KERR Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

451 KERRY TATNELL & MARIA TATNELL Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
452 LEANNE M LADLOW Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
453 LEIGH CHAMBERS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
454 LEONIE M HERMAN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
455 LINDSAY MICHAEL Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
456 LOUIS & MARINA HATZIMIHALIS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
459 LUCAS AND MARGARET HILL Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
460 LUKE A BROWN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
461 MARIO VALCIC & RITA VALCIC Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
462 Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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463 MARK A BROWN Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
464 MARK BELL Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
465 MARK J FEAST Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
466 MARK V CASSAR Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
467 MARTY L H VON STANKE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
468 MCD FISHERIES Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
469 PETER R PRICE Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
470 REYHALL PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
471 RICHEY FISHING CO PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
472 ROBERT LAMASON & ANN LAMASON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
473 SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
474 Sunzsray Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
475 TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
476 V B S TUNA HOLDINGS PTY LIMITED Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
477 VINCE PAVIA Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
478 WILLIAM J PETTIT Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
479 WILLIAM L LITCHFIELD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
480 ZACHARY L CHAMBERS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
481 ZANE THOMSON Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
482 Tony (Bear) Alexander Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
483 Jocelyn and David Bowden Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
484 Wayne Dredge Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
485 Chelsea Fox Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
486 Craig Fox Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
487 Topfish Tasmania Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
488 Zeb Johnston Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
489 John Lloyd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
490 Tom MacTaggart Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
491 Ben Mass Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
492 Callum McCarthy Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
493 John McHugh Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
494 Kit Olver Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
495 Warrnambool Tours Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
496 Fishcare Victoria eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

498 Kelp Industries Pty. Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
499 Apollo Bay Fishing and Adventure Tours Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
501 Beach Energy Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 

Table 3-5
502 Australian Southern Bluefin Tuna Industry Association (ASBTIA) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
503 Bass Strait Scallop Industry Association Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
504 Cooper Energy Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 

Table 3-5
505 Sydney Fish Market Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
506 Great Australian Bight Fishing Industry Association Inc. (GABIA) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
507 Women's Industry Network Seafood Community (WINSC) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
508 Blue Whale Study Research and Academic Institutions - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
509 Deakin University – School of Life and Environmental Sciences Research and Academic Institutions - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
510 Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
511 Southern Coast Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
512 Stanley Seal Cruises Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
513 King Island Regional Development Organisation Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
514 Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
515 South Australian Aquaculture Council (SAAC) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
516 Seafood Industry SA Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
517 King Island Boat Club Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
518 King Island Pleasure Tours Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
519 Gippsland Ports State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
520 Proline Fishing Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
521 Australian Wildcatch Fishing Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
522 Surfrider Foundation eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

523 Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

524 Wilderness Society eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

525 Seals by Sea Tours Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
526 3D Oil Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 

Table 3-5
527 Apollo Bay Fishing Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
528 Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
530 Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
532 Bagout Fishing Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
533 Colac Yacht Club Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
534 Portland Yacht Club Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
535 World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

536 Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

537 Kingston District Council Local Council - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
538 Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
539 Richardson Marine Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
540 Surf N Fish Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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541 Port Fairy Yacht Club Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
542 Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation 

Diver
Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

543 Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
544 Kelpomix Tasmania Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
545 South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
546 Environment Protection Authority (SA) State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
547 Game On Charters Portland Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
548 Gone Fishing Charters - Portland Tuna Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
549 Lakes Entrance Fisherman’s CoOp Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
550 Salty Dog Fishing Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
551 Mako Ocean Adventures Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
552 Sea Shepherd Australia eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

553 Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

554 King Island Fishing Tours Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
555 Matthew Hunt Fishing Services Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
556 Mulloka Cruises Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
557 Reel Time Fishing Charters Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
558 Port Fairy Surf Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
559 East West Dive and Salvage Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
560 Portland Scuba Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
561 Port of Portland Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
562 Professional Diving Services Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
563 Regulatory Services CASA Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
564 NatraSol Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
565 KS Group Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
566 Skydive 12 Apostles Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
567 Southern Ocean Mariculture Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
568 Stanley Dive Service Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
569 Tasmanian Climate Collective eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

570 Tasmanian Ports Corporation State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
571 Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

572 Warrnambool Diving and Firearms Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
573 Warrnambool Yacht Club Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
574 Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
577 WaterSure Offshore Operators, Titleholders, Offshore  Infrastructure Proponent - assessed in accordance with EP 

Table 3-5
578 AMOG Consulting Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
579 Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
580 Abalone Council Victoria Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
581 Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
582 Yambah Aquaculture Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
583 Peter and Una Seafoods Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
585 National Native Title Council First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
586 National Indigenous Australians Agency Commonwealth Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
588 Western Abalone Divers Association Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
589 Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
591 Lynne Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
592 Andrea Bowden Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
593 Jon and Olwyn Cox Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
594 Brian Davenport Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
595 Cheryl Duffin Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
596 Kim George Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
597 Tom Graham Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
598 Louise Holthouse Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
599 Ally King Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
600 Geoff Leserve Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
601 Marina Lewis Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
602 Lauren Molan Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
603 John Paech Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
604 Ian and Mandy Watson Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
605 Mark Wischnat Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
606 Luke Price Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
607 Gary Ryan Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
608 Jacqueline Staude Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
609 John Willoughby Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
610 Maree Lane Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
611 Peter Hayes Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
612 Paul Hellard Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
613 Rose Meredith Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
614 Stevo Seagull Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
615 Janene Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
616 Jock Serong Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
617 Angela Somerville Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
618 John Foss Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
619 Ian Hollander Business and Tourism Operators - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
620 Bruce Phillips Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
626 Roberta Dixon-Valk Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
627 Protect the West Victoria eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

630 Carli Reeve Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
636 Belinda Haydon Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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639 Sam Sproal Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
644 Fight for the Bight Port Fairy eNGO’s and Environment Focused Community Groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5

650 Jacinta Tobin Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
659 Andrew Helps Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
661 Victorian National Parks Association Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
711 Molly Graham Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
716 Parks Victoria State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
722 Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet. State or Territory Department or agency - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
725 NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
726 Michael Benjamin Tilley Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
727 GP Dunsford Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
728 John M Atkinson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
729 Ian Harry Backler First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
730 Jonny Ian Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
731 Elizabeth Taylor Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
732 Solo Pastoral Co Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
733 Robert James Villis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
734 Robert L Von Bertouch Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
735 DJ & NL Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
736 Ocean Lobster Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
737 Gary William Steele Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
738 Modra Nominees Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
739 Craig D Lawrie Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
740 Joshua Edward Haines Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
741 John Richard Carrison Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
742 Rodger Colin Long Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
743 AS & SL Roach Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
744 Dennick Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
745 Paul Dennis Cawthorne Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
746 Bruce Edward Chambers Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
747 Lance Chambers Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
748 Aliocean Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
749 Jarrod Brett Chambers Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
750 Shirley J Galpin Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
751 Shannon J Moran Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
752 Beverley May Fabris Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
753 Meridian Enterprises (S.E.) Pty. Ltd. Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
754 Roger M Cutting Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
755 Lewis R Dawson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
756 Andrew Scott Dening Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
757 Roach Fishing Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
758 Jade Fisheries Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
759 DHR Dunsford Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
760 Northumberland Bay Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
761 Christan Nominees Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
762 Shelley A Williams Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
763 Christopher Milton Richards Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
764 Christopher Milton Richards Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
765 Judith Helen Feast Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
766 Sharon L Perryman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
767 Adam Joseph Feast Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
768 Jeffrey William Feast Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
769 Graham C Lucas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
770 D I & C M WILLIAMS PTY LTD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
771 Sampson Nominees Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
772 Edwin Trevor Gale Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
773 Atlantis Asset Holdings Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
774 Gaetano Fabris Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
775 Maria Fabris Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
776 Alberto Galli Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
777 Maria Grazia Galli Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
778 Wayne J Galpin Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
779 Stemar (SA) Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
780 Bryan William Gerloff Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
781 Jamie L Telford Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
782 Yoshiko Stynes Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
783 Gregory B Von Stanke Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
784 Terry James Moran Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
785 Kenneth G Haines Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
786 Jennifer Rita Haines Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
787 Colin Hugh Milstead Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
788 Harding Fishing Licence Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
789 John A Heaviside Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
790 Colin Melvyn Hibberd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
791 Michael John Higgs Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
792 ROBERT JOHN BOWD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
793 John Robert Howard Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
794 Chambers Venture Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
795 Jeremy Ievins Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
796 Christopher Jackway Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
797 Jimmy Johnson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
798 David Kym Talbot Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
799 Craig Andrew Clark Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
800 A & G Sneath Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
801 Foreview Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
802 Gordon William Lewis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
803 Phillip John Lewis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
804 RJ Lewis Nominees Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
805 Jaeger Nominees Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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806 Warren Edward Ludwig Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
807 STEPHEN CHARLES HIGGS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
808 Wooding Trading Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
809 Ocean Lady Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
810 Peter James Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
811 Lorraine Faye Kennett Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
812 Ashrowan Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
813 Lisandra Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
814 Voyager P Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
815 Michael John McQuade Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
816 PETER STUART ROACH Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
817 David Paul Manser Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
818 Barry J Williams Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
819 Dennis Merrett Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
820 David A Miller Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
821 Kevin Grant Mules Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
822 OzLobsters Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
823 Keyella Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
824 Robert Charles Morgan Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
825 Jonathon Feast Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
826 CH & KE Milstead Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
827 CHRISTOPHER JOHN SEALEY Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
828 Neil Wesley Peterson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
829 A Patten & Sons Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
830 Drew Pegler Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
831 Lukaquest Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
832 Allan Perryman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
833 Victor Grant Perryman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
834 DAVID JOHN MESSENGER Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
835 Debra J Lewis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
836 Rosslyn Frances Granziera Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
837 Kymlie Alfred Redman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
838 Regnier Fishing Co Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
839 Joel R Redman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
840 Paige Holdings Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
841 Stillwater Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
842 Leonard Glenn Le Cornu Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
843 Robert J Shurdington Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
844 PETER EDWARD WALTERS Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
845 Kym G Elson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
846 Kevin Roy Slaughter Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
847 Dennis Jon Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
848 Dimitris Spiridis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
849 Rothall Holdings Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
850 Yasmin Stehr Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
851 Wade John Von Stanke Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
852 QSFT Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
853 Best Ociana Seafood Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
854 JRC Fisheries Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
855 Christopher Troy Von Stanke Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
856 Redman Fisheries Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
857 Ian Edward Taylor Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
858 Gary John Chambers Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
859 Frederick Mark Thorn Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
860 John D Wakelin Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
861 David P Lawrie Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
862 Pamela Rose Hales Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
863 Dean C Woodward Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
864 Bradley Colin Wilson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
865 Kim B Skeer Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
866 Valerie Elaine Watson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
867 Scott Albert Gluyas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
868 Walter P Cooper Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
869 Banning Oysters Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
870 Merbredean Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
871 Kaijay Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
872 Graeme B Wilson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
873 Trevor Colin Wilson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
874 Peter W Woodward Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
875 Atlantis Asset Management No 2 Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
876 Peter Robert Westley Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
877 Peter Anthony White Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
878 Sardinops. Pty. Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
879 Graham F Harrowfield Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
880 Sergio Altamura Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
881 Simon Thomas Bray Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
882 Neil David Schmucker Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
883 Shane N Edwards Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
884 Steven James Allport Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
885 Matthew Robert Reeves Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
886 James Douglas Banks Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
887 Stewart John Butson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
888 Adam Jeffrey Barnes Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
889 Donald L Edmonds Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
890 Laurence Condo Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
891 Peter A Allan Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
892 Corey Jason Sellen Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
893 Peter S Bell Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
894 Phillip John Nicholls Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
895 Stanko Medic Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
896 Joseph Andrew Coleman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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897 NIGEL HARVARD CRANFIELD Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
898 Mark John Brevi Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
899 Darin R Brooks Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
900 Murray C Williams Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
901 Mathew Troy O'Connell Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
902 Athanasi Catsambalis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
903 Chris Catsambalis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
904 Ioannis Catsambalis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
905 Antonio Scali Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
906 James R Mattschoss Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
907 Yanni Paul Retsas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
908 Garry I Warrick Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
909 Mark Anthony Burfitt Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
910 Shannon John Cornelius Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
911 Shane Frensch Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
912 Matthew Grant Stephens Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
913 Ian Leo De Gilio Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
914 Malcolm Ettridge Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
915 Hayden Bruce Wiseman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
916 Antonio Francisco Ciccolella Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
917 Con John Retsas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
918 Craig N Edwards Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
919 Mark A Retsas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
920 Trevor N Edwards Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
921 Garry N Edwards Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
922 James Conor Moriarty Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
923 Darren David Pitt Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
924 Jeffrey William Schmucker Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
925 Andrew F Joy Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
926 Harley Donnithorne Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
927 Adam Robert Kemp Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
928 Andrew P Pisani Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
929 Rodney J Ness Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
930 Joseph Patrick Santic Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
931 Shannon Maureen Gill Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
932 Nicholas Faklis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
933 Kevin B Sweeney Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
934 Mark Colin Nicholls Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
935 Matthew John. Kurtin Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
936 Paul Robert Germein Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
937 Riccardo Caperna Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
938 TONY J SHORT Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
939 David Backen Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
940 Cosimo Pisani Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
941 Michael Frederick Skinner Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
942 Robert Paul Barrett Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
943 Konstantinos Andrellos Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
944 Daniel James Hertz Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
945 Bryan Allen Green Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
946 Jake Tony Simounds Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
947 Warren Thomas Owen Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
948 Jason Clark Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
949 William Philip Hadlow Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
950 Jason Slabskyj Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
951 Hugh Reynolds Bayly Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
952 Michael Tsoupas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
953 Donna Isaacson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
954 Justin Glen Cicolella Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
955 Shane . Bishop Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
956 Slobodan Mladenovic Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
957 Eleftherios Toumazos Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
958 Port Lincoln Salmon Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
959 Bryan John Baldwin Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
960 Gary John LLoyd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
961 Riccardo Salvagno Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
962 Mark Raymond Reynolds Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
963 Ben L Barnes Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
964 Paul Davies Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
966 Jamie Robert Lawrence Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
967 Dallas William Power Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
968 Raymond Thomas Modra Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
969 Kirk Kaehne Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
970 George Karagiannis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
971 John Karagiannis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
972 Russell Barber Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
973 Michael Pennington Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
974 Stanislav Lukin Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
975 Craig James Fletcher Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
976 Eric Banelis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
977 Daniel James Allen Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
978 Jarrod Clayton Day Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
979 Mark Peter Judd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
980 Rhys Wright Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
981 Symon Paul Hood Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
982 Andrew Hewett Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
983 Christopher Mark Manners Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
984 Elias Manolakis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
985 Todd James Dickenson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
986 Arthur Markellos Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
987 Michael John Oneill Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
988 Raymond Keith Goodes Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
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989 Ashley John Perkins Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
990 Kym Michael Custance Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
991 Jethro W Wild Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
992 John Ioannis Banelis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
993 Jack Paul Henderson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
994 Irwin John Schroeder Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
995 Paul Kerrad Russell Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
996 Bartholomew Brett Butson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
997 Leon A Van Weenen Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
998 John James Pasculli Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
999 Reginald S Penney Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1000 David J Short Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1001 Rodney J Ingram Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1002 Graham Mark Oliver Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1003 Jarrod C Day Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1004 Kim T Mundy Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1005 Neil M Reynolds Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1006 Milorad Ricov Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1007 Peter J Ritter Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1008 Adam Matthew Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1009 John G Buckley Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1010 Clifford John Rogers Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1011 Noel Jeffrey. Box Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1012 Michael Salvemini Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1013 Peter McDonald Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1014 Jordan Luke Pisani Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1015 Arthur Tsikouris Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1016 Blair Leonard Fitzgerald Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1017 Terry P Lehmann Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1018 Benjamin David Germein Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1019 Kelvin G Cameron Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1020 Heydar Van Veen Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1021 Russell E Boord Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1022 John G Holland Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1023 Michael J Coombs Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1024 Darren John Richardson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1025 Matthew James Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1026 Paul D Spurling Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1027 Simon Max Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1028 George Katsikidis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1029 Bernard Shane Starkey Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1030 Gavin T Starkey Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1031 Nathan Mansfield Eatts Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1032 Michael Owen Taylor Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1033 Jordan Daniel Judd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1034 Greg Shane Forster Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1035 Kasper Che Cummings Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1036 George Theodosiou Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1037 Colin R Thiel Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1038 Spiro Manolakis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1039 Darren A Nitschke Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1040 Graeme Parker Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1041 Peter Tsolkas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1042 Peter John Higgins Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1043 Jason Michael Wittholz Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1044 Kenneth M Schutz Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1045 Johnny Nicholas Kouvaris Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1046 Matt Austin Redman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1047 Matthew John Forrest Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1048 Vjekoslav Valcic Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1049 Andrew Nairne Schultz Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1050 Antony Scott Rilstone Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1051 Jarrad Dean Barnes Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1052 Paul Kounis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1053 Ashley C Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1054 Peter Emanuel Lagoudakis Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1055 Raymond D Zimmermann Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1056 Timothy J Howard Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1057 John Paleologoudias Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1058 David D Sherry Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1059 Nikolaos Tsoupas Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1060 Tadej Wilczynski Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1061 Goolwa Pipico Bait and Tackle Company Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1062 Craig Licence Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1063 Eyre Peninsula Premium Scallops Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1064 Dulkaninna Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1065 Lee J Kelly Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1066 Steven William  Clark Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1067 West Coast Wild Catch Scallops Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1068 Andrew J  Warburton Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1069 Australian Kelp Products Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1070 Calypso Star Charters Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1071 Mark James Rothall Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1072 Brenton Scot Hage Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1073 Mark Petersons Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1074 Gary William  Steele Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1075 Vitomir Pantelic Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1077 Daniel Gilbertson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1078 Trevor J Bennett Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1079 Mark W Graham Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1081 Peter Xerri Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5



Org ID Name of Organisation Subject Centred Category - Functions, Interests and Activities
List of Relevant Persons

1082 D & A McMahon Investements Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1083 Peter Leigh Madigan Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1084 Robert Charles Barreau Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1085 BA Boat Hire Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1086 Lucas Fisheries Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1087 Gavin Solly Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1088 Bio Adventures Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1089 D & J Distributors Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1090 Angela Tee Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1091 J & K Newton Enterprises Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1092 Signature Nominees Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1093 Night West Investments Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1094 Baird Bay Coastal  Safari Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1095 Gary Russell Fiedler Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1096 Raymond J Cook Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1097 Reef Encounters Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1098 Pt Lincoln Diving Services Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1099 David Thomas  Hamilton Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1100 Hams Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1101 Brojak Charter Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1102 Perry A  Will Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1103 Hayley Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1104 Albert  DiVittorio Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1105 Pedlar Trading Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1106 Grant Andrew Fennell Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1108 Luke  Perryman Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1109 Steve Kontos Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1110 Stone Ideas Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1111 Charter Fishing Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1113 Abnormal Enterprises Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1114 Glen  Jones Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1115 Darrin Stuart Cooke Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1116 Craig Ivison Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1117 North Star Cruises Australia Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1118 Mark Snadden Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1121 Sean  Pearce Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1122 Paul Henry Sandler Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1123 Ashley Lyndon  Smith Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1124 Brenton Robert Osborne Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1125 Michael Robert  Mitchell Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1126 Clinton Graeme  Wilson Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1128 Christopher  Pucknell Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1129 Jason S Fulham Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1130 Dairy Direct Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1131 Rodney Leonard John Keogh Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1132 Jamie Roy  Widdison Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1133 Fleurieu Charters Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1134 Wilron Holdings Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1135 Mark Andrew  Rilstone Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1136 William M Kelly Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1137 Luke Dan  Dankowski Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1138 New Wave Marine Services Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1139 David  McDonald Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1140 Tomaso Di Vittorio Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1141 Ishikawa Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1142 Penalurick Abalone Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1143 Dwayne P  Kelly Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1144 James  Cope Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1145 Graham Douglas  Pollard Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1146 Beluga Pty Ltd Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1147 Leigh K  Kent Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1148 Debra O'Keeffe Other marine users and community groups - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1149 South Australian Professional Fishers Association Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
1150 Marine Fishers Association SA Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 

EP Table 3-5
1153 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant 

Crab Fishery
Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1154 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1155 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1156 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1157 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1158 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1159 Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor - assessed in accordance with 
EP Table 3-5

1160 Claudio Zarrella Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1161 Frank James Connolly Jr Commercial Fisher and aquaculture facilities - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5
1162 Lilly Connolly Aboriginal Corporation First Nations Organisations - assessed in accordance with EP Table 3-5



Colac Otway Shire Council – ORG ID 5 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Colac Otway Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Colac Otway Shire Council was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Colac Otway Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Colac Otway Shire Council is a Local Council, specifically a Local Council located within the planning area, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The council opposes seismic testing for oil and gas in the Otway Basin. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the important role that Colac Otway Shire Council has in governing its local community. The level of information required by Colac Otway Shire Council to make an informed 
assessment about the impact of the activity on their functions, interests and activities was high—with two-way engagement throughout the consultation period that resulted in meaningful outcomes, with 
measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to their functions, interests and activities. Consultation with Colac Otway Shire Council resulted in multiple revisions and inclusions 
to the Environment Plan, including to CM01: Marine Assurance, CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures, CM07: Light Management Plan, CM10: Well Testing Program, CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol, CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection Program, and CM06: MODU Mooring Plan. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Colac Otway Shire Council for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Colac Otway Shire Council’s preferred consultation approach in early correspondence on 09 February 2023 (Event ID 823). Colac Otway 
Shire Council engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia directly and requested a meeting to discuss the proposed activity (Event ID 2573). In a meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia on 03 March 2023, Colac Otway 
Shire Council requested to receive project update correspondence via letter, email and monthly briefings and highlighted their primary areas of concern: tourism, impacts to values and sensitivities and impacts to 
the regional fishing industry (Event ID 582). During consultation, two further briefing meetings were held with Colac Otway Shire Council to answer questions and provide further project information on 28 April 
2023 and 24 July 2023 (Event IDs: 582, 2537, 2665). ConocoPhillips Australia also provided Colac Otway Shire Council with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 103, 1157, 1205, 
1637, 1728, 1741, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Colac Otway Shire Council with a formal written response regarding their feedback and 
objections and claims (Event ID 3368). ConocoPhillips Australia has not received any direct engagement from Colac Otway Shire Council post first submission of the Environmental Plan.  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 789; 803; 823). 
  
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Colac Otway Shire Council including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular 
project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). As well as a direct email with a revised response in July 2024, following the refinement and narrowing of the activity (Event 
ID 5474). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Colac Otway Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of sufficient information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID: 789, 803, 823). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID: 789, 803, 823). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process.  



 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637).  
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment, including maps showing the EMBAs for spill modelling (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period.  
 Provided information on how to access the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look for 

up-to-date information (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined environmental considerations (Event ID 1157)  
 
Additional tailored information provided to Colac Otway Shire Council with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Intent, purpose, phases and regulatory requirements of consultation (Event ID: 582, 573). 
 Seismic (Event ID: 582, 573). 
 Specific risks of concern (military, tourism, environment, amenity, hooded plover) and mitigations (Event ID: 582, 573), 
 Marine users adjustment protocol, and short-versus long-term impacts (Event ID: 582, 573). 
 Potential uses of gas and timeframes; climate change and lifecycle costs (Event ID: 582, 573). 
 Interactive values and sensitivities map on the Consultation Hub, and the definition of environmental values and (Event ID: 582, 573). 
 Updates on project; local information sessions; and early interviews with relevant persons. (Event ID: 2537, 1363). 
 Early risk assessment and planned consultation timelines (Event ID: 2537, 1363). 
 Advice on necessary preparation against unlikely events and offered to provide feedback on planning (Event ID: 2537, 1363). 
 Predictions of the impact and risk assessment and feedback from the ongoing consultation. (Event ID: 4587, 1393). 
 Proposed activities including plug and abandon process for exploration drilling (Event ID: 2665, 2667). 
 Current status of Environment Plan development; consultation process; environmental impact and risk assessments; and activities within the locality (Event ID: 2665, 2667). 
 Overview of objections and claims to date, including commercial fishing, other marine and coastal users, and unexploded ordnance (Event ID: 2665, 2667). 
 Clarification on the duration of Vertical Seismic. (Event ID: 2665, 2667). 
 Provided feedback and sought clarification on consultation processes, community contacts and meaningful engagement with the organisation going forward. (Event ID: 2665, 2667). 
 Noted that visual amenity, the hooded plover, marine mammals, commercial fishing, other marine and coastal users, and cumulative impact and how exclusion zones are determined were areas of interest 

(Event ID: 2665, 2667). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Colac Otway Shire Council received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 and an initial update about the activity on 09 February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of 
the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023 (Event ID: 103, 789, 803, 823). ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Colac Otway Shire Council 
between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3368), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 Responded to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing on 8 March 2023 (Event IDs: 573) that were received on 3 March 2023 at the first meeting (Event ID: 582) 
 Responded to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing on 30 May 2023 (Event IDs: 1363) that were received on 28 April 2023 at the second meeting (Event ID: 2537) 
 Responded to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing on 11 August 2023 (Event IDs: 2667) that were received on 24 July 2023 at the third meeting (Event ID: 2665) 
 Responded to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing on 31 May 2023 (Event ID: 1393) that were received on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 4587) 
 An additional revised response was provided in July 2024, following the refinement and narrowing of the activity (Event ID 5474).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Colac Otway Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Colac Otway Shire Council raised 5 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1438 2665 Relevant person expressed confusion over the term 'Consultation 
Hub' as it is not mentioned on the Social Pinpoint website. 

ConocoPhillips addressed query directly in meeting on 24/07/2023 and committed to provide more 
context when sharing information about project websites (Event ID: 2665; Document ID: 4268) 

1458 582 Relevant person suggested that the Council should maintain 
transparency about the Engagement Plan (EP) and offered to 
provide a link to ConocoPhillips Australia Consultation Hub for 
identifying relevant persons. 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to sending the link to Consultation Hub with the Council/Councillors. 
ConocoPhillips Australia sent the link via email to the governance email address on 08/03/2023 Event ID 
573. Confirmation has been received that the link was shared with the relevant persons (Event ID 4586 on 
09/03/2023). 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1353 2537 Relevant person stated that the council needs to be prepared for 
worst-case scenarios and intends to provide feedback on draft plans. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia made the draft EP available on the 31/08/2024 (Event ID 3181) 
and encouraged feedback. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

13 5474, 3368, 
582 

Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
impact an offshore oil and 
gas facility would have on 
the pristine tourism value of 
the Great Ocean Walk. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to expand the assessment of impacts on the 
Great Ocean Road and scenic environs National Heritage Place. These impacts are 
associated with the potential visibility of proposed activities, and changes in ambient 
lighting associated with routine navigation/ safety lighting and short-duration flaring 
during drill stem tests (DSTs).  
EP Sections 6.2 (Interference with Other Coastal and Marine Users) and 6.4 (Light 
Emissions) now explicitly address the National Heritage management principles, and 
demonstrate that the activity will not be inconsistent with these. An overview of this 
assessment has been provided below. 
Visual Amenity Impact Assessment: 

CM01: Marine Assurance  
CM02: Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures  
CM07: Light Management 
Plan   
CM10: Well Testing Program  



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

The extent to which coastal recreation and tourism and the National Heritage listed 
Great Ocean Road and scenic environs are likely to be affected by the visibility of the 
Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU, drill rig, rig) and support vessels when in close 
proximity to the coastline during different operations has been assessed through 
Photomontage and Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis (EP Appendix H).  
Seabed survey and support vessels are not predicted to be distinguishable from 
other marine traffic. Components of the MODU may be visible including the derrick 
(elevated structure in the centre of the MODU) and the deck, including the flare 
boom. 
Worst-case impacts are predicted where the activity occurs closest to coastal 
locations. Although the closest possible drilling location within the VIC/P79-North 
operational area is approximately 20 km from the coast at Port Fairy, the worst-case 
scenario was assessed to be the presence of the MODU adjacent to Deen Maar 
given the strong spiritual and visual connection associated with this Island, as 
described in EP Section 4.8.2.2. The photomontages shown in Figure 6-20 (below) 
provide a representation of the simulated views from Yambuk Lookout (26.6 km from 
the closest point of the operational area) and the Crags Scenic Spot (24.8 km from 
the closest point of the operational area) on Eastern Maar and Gunditjmara Country.  
 
+ 2 simulated view images  
For locations within VIC/P79 (both North and South) greater than 24.8 km from the 
coast at similar elevations, the visibility of the MODU would be less than that shown 
in Figure 6-20. Visibility would decrease with increased distance from the coast, 
would be affected by weather conditions and would be comparable to shipping 
traffic within the region.  
The tip of the derrick could be visible from the James Irvine Monument, Lord Street 
Lookout, the 12 Apostles and the Cape Otway Lighthouse, which are located along 
the National Heritage listed Great Ocean Road and scenic environs, for up to a 
maximum of 6 exploration wells, if all wells are in the northern half of the operational 
areas.  The visibility of the derrick would be significantly less than that shown in 
Figure 6-20 for these locations given the distance of the VIC/P79-South operational 
area being 36 km from the coastline. Visibility would decrease with increased 
distance from the coast, would be affected by the prevailing weather conditions and 
would be comparable to historical drilling activities in closer proximity to the coast 
and shipping traffic within the region.  The duration of impacts to visual amenity in 
this scenario would be limited to a minimum of 180 days and a maximum of 540 
days (worst-case assuming all wells took the maximum duration to complete) and 
would be further reduced by weather events affecting visibility. 
Based on the worst-case impacts relevant to the Great Ocean Road and scenic 
environs, an assessment of consistency with the National Heritage Management 
Principles is provided below: 
• The proposed activity will not affect the national heritage management 
objectives to protect, conserve, present and transmit to all generations the National 
Heritage Values. The EP provides for short-duration exploration activities with no 
long-term or irreversible impacts on the principle or aesthetic characteristics or 
social and tourism values. 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

• The assessment process for the proposed activity has used best available 
knowledge, skill and standards to evaluate impacts, using photomontage and ZTV 
analysis, and has incorporated feedback from relevant persons consultation and 
public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has respected heritage 
values and sought to integrate Commonwealth, State and local government 
responsibilities through relevant persons consultation. 
• The proposed activity will not affect the use and presentation of the 
national heritage place. The EP provides for short-duration exploration activities with 
no long-term or irreversible impacts on the principle or aesthetic characteristics or 
social and tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has made appropriate 
provision for relevant persons consultation and has incorporated feedback from 
public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has made appropriate 
provision for relevant persons consultation with First Nations groups and individuals 
as detailed in Chapter 3. 
The extent to which coastal recreation and tourism and National Heritage values are 
likely to be affected by the visibility of the MODU derrick at these locations is 
assessed as Minor (C2), based on: 
• The worst-case scenario could see the tip of the derrick being visible from 
a number of locations along the Victorian coastline for a period of 180-540 days. 
• Impacts to the principal and aesthetic characteristics of the Great Ocean 
Road and scenic environs are predicted to be limited to intermittent visibility of the 
tip of the derrick from some locations along the Great Ocean Road and Great Ocean 
Walk during this time.      
• Impacts to the social and tourism value of the Great Ocean Road and 
scenic environs are predicted to be small-scale given the limited visibility, limited 
duration of the activity and fully recoverable nature of visual amenity on completion 
and demobilisation of the MODU from the area.  
• The visibility of the derrick would be significantly less than that shown in 
Figure 6-20 for the majority of locations given the distances from the coastline. 
• Visibility would be reduced by the prevailing weather conditions within the 
region.  
• Visibility would be comparable to historical drilling activities and shipping 
traffic within the region.   
• The activity is not inconsistent with the National Heritage Management 
Principles. 
 
Light Emission Impact Assessment: 
The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 
completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 
temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this 
process ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
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the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as 
a result of the maturation of subsurface data.   
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be 
applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. Consequently, the number of Drill Stem Tests (DSTs) required that involve 
flaring for both VIC/P79 North and South, has been reduced from 6 to a maximum 
of 3 (AL#4 – VIC/P79-North maximum of 1 potential DST event; AL#5 VIC/P79-South 
maximum of 2 potential DST events) In addition, the duration of flaring associated 
with each DST has been reduced from 120 hours to 100 hours. The impacts 
associated with routine safety and navigation lighting and the light emissions from 
these four short-duration tests have been assessed in EP in Section 6.4 (Light 
emissions) and are summarised below. 
Navigational lighting is required on the deck and derrick of the MODU and on 
survey and support vessels to comply with maritime regulations and deck lighting is 
required to ensure safe operating conditions throughout the drilling campaign.  
A light assessment was conducted to determine: 
• The distance that external facing lighting on the MODU and vessels, 
required for safe navigation and working conditions, and light from short-duration 
flaring may be visible – using line of sight modelling, and 
• The measurable change in ambient light conditions as a result of light 
emissions resulting from routine lighting and flaring – using light intensity 
(illuminance) modelling.  
The visible line of sight model predicted that navigation lights on the derrick 
(elevated structure on the MODU) could be visible by receptors up to 38 km away at 
sea level, and at potentially greater distances for receptors at elevations above sea 
level. The light intensity model predicted that a measurable change in ambient light 
would only extend 9 km from the MODU as a result of routine lighting, but that this 
would extend to 49 km during flaring. Based on these results, it was recommended 
that Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis be conducted to evaluate the visual 
impact of routine lighting and flaring on coastal locations, including those at 
different elevations, as described above in response to the Visual Amenity Impact 
Assessment.  
Light intensity and ZTV modelling predict that operations within VIC/P79 (North and 
South) could result in: 
• Routine navigation lights on the derrick being visible from the James Irvine 
Monument, Lord Street Lookout, the 12 Apostles and the Otway Lighthouse which 
are located along the National Heritage listed Great Ocean Road and scenic 
environs, for up to a maximum of 6 exploration wells (AL#4 and AL#5).  
• The duration of impacts to visual amenity in this scenario would be limited 
to a minimum of 180 nights and a maximum of 540 nights (assuming all wells took 
the maximum duration to complete), and would be further reduced by weather 
events affecting visibility. 
• Visibility of routine lighting on the MODU and vessels would: 
o Decrease with increased distance from the coast  
o Be affected by the prevailing weather conditions 
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o Be comparable to historical drilling activities in closer proximity to the 
coast and shipping traffic within the region, and   
o Result in light intensity levels comparable to the ambient light levels less 
than a moonless clear night sky (<0.001 lux). 
• Flaring associated with each potential DST activity  could be visible from 
locations along the Great Ocean Road, including the Lord Street Lookout, Twelve 
Apostles and possibly the Cape Otway Lighthouse  
• At each of the exploration wells where a flaring event may occur, the initial 
activity would commence in daylight, reducing the visibility of  the event, and would 
then continue intermittently for the minimum time required to complete the testing 
program (up to a maximum of 100 hours of flaring per well). The light intensity levels 
along the Victorian coast at night during flaring would be comparable to the 
ambient light levels less than a quarter moon (<0.01 lux). 
Based on the of worst-case impacts associated with visibility of routine navigation 
and operational lights and visibility of the flare relevant to the Great Ocean Road and 
scenic environs, an assessment of consistency with the National Heritage 
Management Principles is provided below: 
• The proposed activity will not affect the national heritage management 
objectives to protect, conserve, present and transmit to all generations the National 
Heritage Values. The EP provides for short-duration exploration activities, including 
limited short-duration flaring, with no long-term or irreversible impacts on the 
principle or aesthetic characteristics or social and tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has used best available 
knowledge, skill and standards to evaluate impacts, using ZTV analysis and light 
modelling, and has incorporated feedback from relevant persons consultation and 
public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has respected heritage 
values and sought to integrate Commonwealth, State and local government 
responsibilities through relevant persons consultation. 
• The proposed activity will not affect the use and presentation of the 
national heritage place. The EP provides for short-duration exploration activities, 
including limited short-duration flaring, with no long-term or irreversible impacts on 
the principle or aesthetic characteristics or social and tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has made appropriate 
provision for relevant persons consultation and has incorporated feedback from 
public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has made appropriate 
provision for relevant persons consultation with First Nations groups and individuals 
as detailed in Chapter 3. 
The extent to which coastal communities and National Heritage values are likely to 
be affected by the visibility of routine navigation and operational lights on the 
MODU, and the visibility of short-duration (100 hours per well) intermittent flaring at 
1-2 exploration wells (the maximum visible from any one location based on ZTV 
modelling) is assessed as Minor (C2), based on: 
• The worst-case scenario could see routine navigation and operational 
lighting on the MODU being visible from a number of locations along the Victorian 
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coastline for a period of 180-540 days, and the flare, when flaring, being visible for 
up to 100 hours from a maximum of 1-2 wells depending on location along the 
coast, prevailing weather conditions and time of day. 
• Impacts to the principal and aesthetic characteristics of the Great Ocean 
Road and scenic environs are predicted to be limited to intermittent visibility of 
navigation and operational lighting and short-duration flaring from some locations 
along the Great Ocean Road and Great Ocean Walk during this time.      
• Impacts to the social and tourism value of the Great Ocean Road and 
scenic environs are predicted to be small-scale given the limited visibility, limited 
duration of the activities and fully recoverable nature of visual amenity and ambient 
light on completion and demobilisation of the MODU from the area.  
• Visibility of routine lighting and the flare when flaring would be reduced by 
the prevailing weather conditions within the region, and would be comparable to 
historical drilling and flaring activities and shipping traffic within the region.   
• Illuminance from flaring at the closest possible locations in VIC/P79 to the 
Great Ocean Road would be comparable to natural ambient light levels of less than a 
quarter moon (0.01 lux). 
• The activity is not inconsistent with the National Heritage Management 
Principles. 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as 
we mature our subsurface understanding, refine our assessments, and engage in 
ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities.    

14 3368, 582 Claim Relevant person requested 
compensation on the basis 
that the activity will result in 
long-term impacts to 
fisheries like the SRL. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries and result in 
temporary displacement.  
 
Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of seabed survey 
and drilling activities. These will be communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial fishing adjustment 
protocol in place prior to the commencement of the drilling program which will 
address economic impact as a result of displacement.  
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that 
the petroleum activities are carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). 
Additionally,  these activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts 
and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the protection of 
the marine environment and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated 
with offshore petroleum activities. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

121 3368, 582 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding military 
risk during exploration 
activities. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The risks associated with UXO were assessed in preparation of the EP to establish a 
‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit areas. This risk profile considers the probability of 
encountering UXO, the probability of UXO detonation, and the consequence of 
detonation. 
Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is considered low risk for all activities, 
except for some activities involving subsea equipment. The risk of a UXO being 
snagged by equipment, for example when collecting seabed samples, and 
subsequently being brought onto a vessel was assessed as Moderate. 

CM01: Marine Assurance 
Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program 
CM06: MODU Mooring Plan 

138 5474, 3368, 
2665 

Claim Relevant person suggested 
clarification regarding the 
20hr statement (for vertical 
seismic profiling) which 
needs further clarification to 
ensure it reflects 20 hrs x 6 
wells. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 
completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 
temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this 
process ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of 
the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as 
a result of the maturation of subsurface data.   
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be 
applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. Consequently, the number of vertical seismic profiling (VSP) tests required 
has been reduced from 6 to 2. In addition, the duration of each test has been 
reduced from 20 hours to 12 hours with the acoustic source active at full power. The 
impacts associated with these two short duration tests remain addressed within the 
EP, in Section 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions - Impulsive).  
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as 
we mature our subsurface understanding, refine our assessments, and engage in 
ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities.    

Information  

1066 2665 Statement Relevant person expressed interest in several 
areas including visual amenity, the hooded 
plover, marine mammals (specifically whales), 
commercial fishing, other marine and coastal 
users, cumulative impact, and the 
determination of exclusion zones. 

EP Section 6.4.5 include an assessment of potential impacts to the hooded plover in 
response to consultation feedback, with the inherent consequence severity of light 
and flaring impacts on this species assessed as minor. Impacts to commercial fishers, 
including displacement from exclusion zones, are assessed in EP Sections 6.2 with 
cumulative impacts assessed in EP Chapter 8. Impacts to whales and fisheries from 
underwater sound assessed in Sections 6.6 and 6.7.  

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

823 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

803 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:   
 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

789 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached: 
 
•  Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
•  Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
•  Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
•  Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1725 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: AUTO REPLY from Stakeholder - Message Received 
2573 16/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual sent email to COP team confirming information on proposed ConocoPhillips Otway Basi Exploration Drilling Program had been 

received and requested a meeting to discuss the activity further. 
1520 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called to speak with individual in response for request for meeting. COP team member spoke with receptionist 

who put the call through to the individual. No answer received, so COP team member left a voice message about setting up meeting and requested a call back. 
2588 16/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual to COP team regarding their availability for briefing meeting. 
40 16/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual from COP team in response to individual’s request for a short discussion regarding the Otway Basin Exploration Drilling Program.  

• COP team advised that they would be happy to meet with the individual and provide a project briefing or have a more informal discussion.  
• COP team asked individual to advise of their preference for consultation. 

41 16/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP to individual confirming receipt of individual’s upcoming meeting availability. COP team member advised individual that COP 
would circle back with confirmation on best timing for the meeting.  

42 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual confirming meeting date and time with relevant organisation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

582 3/03/2023 Meeting - Virtual Meeting Virtual: With Organisation to provide briefing on project. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Formal presentation of proposed exploration project; environment plan (EP) and approvals process (as per PPT). 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Intent, purpose, phases and regulatory requirements of consultation. 
• Discussed seismic; military risks; and mitigation; tourism; 
pristine environment; potential impacts on amenity; the hooded plover. 
• Raised issues of adjustment protocol, and short-versus long-term impacts.  
• Potential uses of gas and timeframes; climate change and lifecycle costs.  
• Noted the interactive values and sensitivities map on the Consultation Hub, and the definition of environmental values and sensitivities which includes biological, 
ecological, social, economic and cultural features. 

559 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team following up on a recent meeting to confirm preferred email address for correspondence with the individual’s 
relevant organisation. 

4585 6/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding best email address for consultation updates for individual’s relevant organisation. 
573 8/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team following a briefing meeting with individual and the individual’s relevant organisation on 03/03/2023. 

 
• COP team member included the meeting notes for the individual to review and provide feedback. 
• COP team member attached a copy of the PowerPoint presentation used in the meeting and asked that the individual not share the information outside of their 
relevant organisation as it had not been published yet.  
• COP team member provided a link to the online consultation hub and encouraged the individual to share the link broadly within their organisation. 

4586 9/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual confirming receipt of meeting notes sent from COP on 08/03/2023. Individual also confirmed notes had been shared with other 
relevant persons within their organisation.  

2577 14/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding setting up a follow-up briefing meeting in April.  
2578 23/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual with apology for delayed response and availability for a briefing meeting.  
2579 24/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team member responded to individual’s availability for briefing meeting. 
2580 28/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual responded with a preferred time for briefing meeting on 28/04/2023.   
2571 28/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team responded to individual providing confirmation for 28/04/2023 meeting time.  
2537 28/04/2023 Meeting - Virtual Meeting Virtual: With organisation to provide project updates. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Provided update on project; local information sessions; and early interviews with relevant persons. 
• Provided update on early risk assessment and planned consultation timelines. 
• Provided advice on necessary preparation against unlikely events and offered to provide feedback on planning. 
 
Key Actions:  
• Provide quantifiable data on risk assessments as they become available. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1363 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with draft meeting notes from briefing meeting held with COP team on 28/04/2023. Email also included a copy of the slide 
presentation. 
 
• COP team member requested the following from the individual:  
-Review the meeting notes and make any amendments required and provide written confirmation that the notes have been agreed upon.  
-To advise COP of a suitable time for an update meeting with the individual and their relevant organisation in June about the predictions of our impact and risk 
assessment and feedback from ongoing consultation. 

4587 30/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual requesting written update regarding predictions of impact and risk assessment and feedback from COP.  
1398 31/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Response to stakeholder's request for a written update regarding the predictions of the impact and risk assessment and feedback from the 

ongoing consultation. 
1521 5/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL to organisation from COP team member. Call transferred to executive office, but no answer. COP team member left a voice message 

requesting a call back.   
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1705 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL - Follow up email to individual from COP team regarding upcoming community information session.  
1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2297 10/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL - Follow up email to individual from COP team on offer to brief the individual prior to release of the EP chapters. 
4588 12/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team with follow up on offer for COP to brief them prior to release of EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2360 12/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Follow-up from COP team to individual offering a briefing on latest EP chapters.  
2501 19/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team to confirm arrangements for next briefing meeting. 
3896 19/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual sent COP team an email requesting to make an upcoming meeting slightly shorter. 
4589 19/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP confirming meeting invitation will be updated to accommodate the individual’s request for a shorter meeting time. 
2665 24/07/2023 Meeting - Virtual Meeting – Virtual with Organisation to provide briefing. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Proposed activities including plug and abandon process for exploration drilling. 
• Current status of EP development; consultation process; environmental impact and risk assessments; and activities within the locality. 
• Overview of objections and claims to date, including commercial fishing, other marine and coastal users, and unexploded ordnance. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Organisation: 
• Requested clarification on the duration of Vertical Seismic. 
• Provided feedback and sought clarification on consultation processes, community contacts and meaningful engagement with the organisation going forward.  
• Noted that visual amenity, the hooded plover, marine mammals, commercial fishing, other marine and coastal users, and cumulative impact and how exclusion 
zones are determined were areas of interest. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2667 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team send individual meeting notes for review and contribution following meeting with COP team on 24/07/2023. Meeting notes attached 
in email sent to individual.  

2698 1/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual acknowledged receipt of meeting notes from COP team member sent to individual on 01/08/2023. Meeting notes attached to email.  
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3407 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3299 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3368 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team in response to objections and claims raised by the individual in relation to the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program. Included in the email were the following attachment: 
 
• A formal response from COP to the objections and claims raised by the individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
The COP team member provided the team’s contact information for follow-up should the individual choose. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5474 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation. 
 
Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through consultation, 
and the maturation of subsurface data.   
 
Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
 
Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have been updated.  
 
Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
 
Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
 
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
 
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tuna Australia – ORG ID 6 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tuna Australia was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Tuna Australia was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Tuna Australia is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tuna Australia is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, specifically Tuna Australia works with commercial tuna fishers and 
processors to ensure a sustainable and profitable industry, also representing the interests of various members through consultation. Tuna Australia has been assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tuna Australia has resulted in collaborative outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Table 4-21 (Feedback ID 471); Table 4-26 (Feedback ID 471); 
Table 4-28 (Feedback IDs: 1006, 1113, 1114, 1395, 1396); Table 6-2 (Feedback ID 472); Table 10-5 (Feedback ID 473); CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan, specifically a 48-hour 
look-ahead provided every 24-hours prior to and during key periods of activity i.e. transit of rig (Feedback IDs: 464, 473). Tuna Australia and its members, including those from the Eastern sector, were invited to 
participate in the development of CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol (Feedback IDs: 474, 1113, 1114; Event IDs: 4174, 4526).  
Tuna Australia and ConocoPhillips Australia maintains an engagement arrangement, where Tuna Australia provided a consultation report on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 4526) and acts as a 
conduit between ConocoPhillips Australia and its members. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Tuna Australia for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up to the commencement of consultation in preparation of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Tuna Australia’s preferred method of consultation. Tuna Australia informed 
ConocoPhillips Australia of their preference to be engaged both as an independent entity and as a representative industry association on behalf of commercial fishers (Event ID 106). Consequently, during 
consultations, ConocoPhillips Australia received several requests from organisations to recognise Tuna Australia as the representative industry association for consultation purposes. Below is a complete list of 
organisations, with the associated email correspondence detailed in the Record of Consultation table as a ‘CC Email’. 
 
Organisations that requested for their consultation on the activity to be through Tuna Australia   
 (Organisation ID 205; Event ID 3832) 
  (Organisation ID 208; Event ID 3176) 
  (Organisation ID 209; Event ID 3176). 
  (Organisation ID 227; Event ID 3812). 
  (Organisation ID 231; Event ID 3288). 
  (Organisation ID 256; Event ID 4842). 
  (Organisation ID 259; Event ID 3900). 
  (Organisation ID 260; Event ID 3900). 
  (Organisation ID 261; Event ID 3900). 
  (Organisation ID 271; Event ID 3832). 
 PIKACHU PTY LTD (Organisation ID 320; Event ID 1966). 
 SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. (Organisation ID 321; Event ID 1966). 
  (Organisation ID 358; Event ID 482). 
 WALKER SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD (Organisation ID 364; Event ID 3890). 
  (Organisation ID 444, Event ID 3173). 
  (Organisation ID 472; Event ID 4433). 



 SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD (Organisation ID 473; Event ID 2631). 
 Sunzsray Pty Ltd (Organisation ID 474; Event ID 4436). 
 TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD (Organisation ID 475; Event ID 3900). 
 
Tuna Australia engaged directly and had two virtual meetings with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event IDs: 6217, 4174). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Tuna Australia with regular project updates via campaign 
email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). Tuna Australia shared a consultation report with ConocoPhillips Australia and maintains 
an engagement arrangement (Event ID 4526). Collaborative outcomes from ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tuna Australia were incorporated in the Environment Plan (Event ID 4526), including the 
CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.   
ConocoPhillips Australia notified Tuna Australia that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event IDs: 3050, 4392).  
  
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Tuna Australia including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular project updates 
via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288) and via direct email correspondence (Event IDs: 5290, 5539, 5537, 5536).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tuna Australia to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 8 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4251). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637) 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report available on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Further information provided included:  
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Tuna Australia received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial update about the activity on 08 February 2023 (Event ID 4251), 275 days before 
initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Tuna Australia between 8 February 2023 
and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 days). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s):  



 Response to objections and claims was provided in November 2023 (Event ID 4636), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tuna Australia to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Tuna Australia raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s); and 4 request(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 
471 4526, 4636 Relevant person provided additional resolution of detail on the Eastern Tuna and 

Billfish Fishery (ETBF) and Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery (SBTF), including 
information on recent catch data, emerging trends and future directions. 

Thank you for providing this additional level of detail on the tuna long-line sector. We 
have updated the information in Table 4 21: Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery (ETBF) and 
Table 4 26: Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery (SBTF) to reflect finer resolution of data 
provided.  

472 4526, 4636 Relevant person advised that although the Australian Skipjack Fishery (ESKJ) is not 
currently active, there is significant potential in the Eastern sector and this fishery 
should be included for the purposes of assessing Conoco Phillip’s activity impacts. 

Thank you for this information, we have added a footnote to Table 6 2: Presence of 
commercial fisheries and fishing activity within the operational areas and included 
additional text: # During consultation, it was identified that although the eastern sector 
of the Australian Skipjack Fishery (ESKJ) is not currently active (there are 13 fishing 
permits issued in the ESKJ, but no TAC is allocated), there is significant potential in the 
Eastern sector (Event ID: 4526, Reg16b ID: 472).  
 
Tuna Australia and its members, including those from the Eastern sector, will be invited 
to participate in the development of the adjustment protocol for this activity.  

1394 4174 Relevant person discussed various topics including noise, exclusion zones, anchor 
lines, well testing, asset sharing, cumulative impacts and compensation processes. 
They concluded that the proposed activities are unlikely to result in compensation 
claims. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to develop CM04: Commercial Marine Users 
Adjustment Protocol to account for compensation in any case.  

1395 4174 The industry is exploring new opportunities outside their usual fishing areas due to 
marine spatial squeeze. Approximately 13% of southern blue fin tuna migration 
passes through Bass Strait annually, with growth expected. 

EP Table 4-28 has been updated to include additional information on emerging trends 
in the SBT fishery associated with marine spatial squeeze. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 
1396 4174 Relevant person provided advice on the financial values of recent catches in the 

fisheries, stating that the long-line catch of SBT adds an extra $12-15M to the 
longline fishery, with a combined value of purse-seine and long-line catches 
around $75M. 

EP Table 4-28 has been updated to include additional information on Purse-seine GVP 
data which represents the value of catch as farm input to aquaculture operations. The 
farm gate value of this catch, after grow out, was $91.0 million in 2020–21 and (based on 
the value of southern bluefin tuna exports) an estimated $117.47 million in 2021–22, 
representing the value of farmed southern bluefin tuna exports in those years. Pelagic 
longline GVP is the beach value of landed catch that is sold direct to consumer markets. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

463 4174, 4636 Request Relevant person requested 
information on historical 
observations of tuna. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to review aerial survey data and did not locate 
any recorded observations of Tuna for the period August 2022 to June 2023. 
Anecdotal information obtained from the aerial survey contractor indicates some 
observations were made but not recorded as they did not represent target species. 
We have spoken to the aerial survey contractor and requested that observations of 
tuna species be recorded during future surveys, should they occur, where time 
permits on survey (noting that we do not have any aerial survey programs currently 
scheduled).  

N/A 

464 4174, 4636 Request Relevant person requested 48-
hour look ahead be considered 
for the activity. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to continuing consultation for the duration of 
the activity and has ongoing consultation requirements for key commercial fishing 
representative bodies including Tuna Australia in the implementation strategy for the 
activity. The objectives of consultation during the activity are to:  
• Ensure membership is aware of location of activity and exclusion zones in place. 
• Ensure adjustment protocol is in place prior to activity commencing. 
• Continue to build relationship and channel feedback from fishers and provide a 
conduit to fishers during and after activity. 
 
This will be done using Face to face meeting and/or workshops, Emails, Telephone, 
SMS, Signage in key ports, Notices to mariners, Port visits and information sessions 
post-acceptance/pre- and during-activity if requested.  
 
We have added the requirement to provide a 48-hour look-ahead every 24-hours, 
prior to and during key periods of activity (i.e. transit of rig) to Table 10-6 of the 
implementation strategy and as an environmental performance standard for CM03: 
Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan, in response to 
your request. 

Provide a 48-hour look-
ahead every 24-hours, 
prior to and during key 
periods of activity (i.e. 
transit of rig), included to 
Table 10-6 of the 
implementation strategy 
and as an environmental 
performance standard for 
CM03: Marine and 
Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan, in 
response to this request. 

473 4526, 4636 Request Relevant person requested 
provision of 48-hour lookaheads 
during active periods. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Requirements for a 48-hour lookahead have been added to Table 10 5: Ongoing 
consultation objectives and CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan in response to this feedback. 

Requirements for a 48-
hour lookahead have 
been added to Table 10 5: 
Ongoing consultation 
objectives and CM03: 
Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan. 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

474 4526, 4636 Request Relevant person requested 
information on how to access the 
Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Tuna Australia and its members, including those from the Eastern sector, will be 
invited to participate in the development of CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol. 

Tuna Australia and its 
members, including 
those from the Eastern 
sector, will be invited to 
participate in the 
development of CM04: 
Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment 
Protocol. 

1006 108 Claim Relevant person suggested that 
the six-year-old data is insufficient 
and emphasized the need to 
consider changes in fishing habits 
over time, not just current fishing 
activity. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

EP Table 4-28 has been updated to include additional information on emerging 
trends in the SBT fishery and the most recent data from 2022. 

EP Table 4-28 has been 
updated.  

1113 4174 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns that the assessment of 
historical and current fishing 
activities does not account for 
potential future impacts on 
resources such as spawn, 
plankton, and food web impacts. 
This issue was discussed in the 
meeting. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

EP Table 4-28 has been updated to include additional information on predicted 
impacts being limited to short-term displacement from exclusion zones. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to having CM04: Commercial Marine Users 
Adjustment Protocol in place to account for compensation associated with 
displacement.  No long-term impacts to fisheries are predicted as a result of the 
proposed activities as detailed in EP Sections 6.2 (Interference with Marine and 
Coastal Users), and Sections 6.6 and 6.7 (Underwater Sound).  

EP Table 4-28 has been 
updated. 
CM04: Commercial 
Marine Users Adjustment 
Protocol 

1114 4174 Claim Relevant person mentioned that 
the predicted impact is short-term 
displacement from exclusion 
zones, which was discussed in the 
meeting. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

EP Table 4-28 has been updated to include additional information on predicted 
impacts being limited to short-term displacement from exclusion zones. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to having CM04: Commercial Marine Users 
Adjustment Protocol in place to account for compensation associated with 
displacement.   

EP Table 4-28 has been 
updated. 
CM04: Commercial 
Marine Users Adjustment 
Protocol 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

106 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person notifying of service agreement to assist with environment plan proposals and consultation. 
 
Summary of Information Received: 
• Organisation is prepared to review proposals, consult with concession holders, and provide responses to proposals. 
• Organisation is now offering a service agreement to assist with environment plan proposals. 
• Requested that the agreement be executed to continue working together. 
 
Attached: 
• Service agreement. 

4251 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attachments:   
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1719 8/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent from COP team on 08/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
-Individual stated their organisation would be able to review the EP submissions and assist with providing an informed commentary on potential impacts.  
-Individual requested COP enter into a service agreement with their relevant organisation to ensure financial impact on their organisation was minimised and 
renumerated accordingly. 
-Individual attached the service agreement for the COP to review.  

1497 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual from COP team. No answer received. COP team left a voice message requesting a return call or email.  
76 22/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual from COP team.  No answer received. COP team left a voice message about response to initial correspondence 

requesting fee-for-service arrangement. 
108 23/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual to COP team. COP team received return call from individual regarding request for a fee-for-service arrangement. 

• Individual advised that fishing data COP has is outdated and that updated fishing data is needed. 
• Individual raised concerns about how COP assessed fishing data. 
• COP team member advised that the data set COP had was accessed through AFMA / Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
• COP team member promised that they would follow-up with the EP team regarding the fishing data set and circle back with the individual.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

109 23/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team following up on phone call with a link to commonwealth fishery data. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• COP team member advised individual that they confirmed with the EP team that the commonwealth fishery data in the draft EP is publicly available online. 
• COP team member stated that the team would like to discuss the other points the individual raised during the phone call through further consultation.  
• COP team member stated that COP would like to understand and discuss the individuals request for fee-for-service further and requested that the individual 
follow-up with their availability for another discussion.  

6247 27/02/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 4435): Original sender was not ORG ID 6. Incoming email 
was sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 474) who requested: 
- Correspondence to be sent to a third-party representative. 

6249 28/02/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 482): Original sender was not ORG ID 6. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person who represents multiple organisations (ORG ID 321, 358) who requested: 
- COP consults with their representative organisation to ensure uniform representation of their membership. 

483 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email in response to previous email 
received on same day.  
 
Summary of Information Received: 
•Thanked individual and stated that they will work alongside the organisation to represent their interests. 
•Asked individual if they would still like to receive information and updates about the EP as it progresses.  

6250 28/02/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 504): Original sender was not ORG ID 6. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 321, 358) who commented: 
- Declined the offer to receive information and updates about the Environment Plan confirming they will be informed by representative organisation (ORG ID 6). 

513 28/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual from COP team to discuss concession holders' requests to engage through organisation for EP consultation.   
6251 2/03/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 4436): Original sender was not ORG ID 6. Incoming email 

was sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 474) who noted: 
- They find it easier to communicate through their industry body 
- Communicating through industry body gives consensus view and makes consultation easier 

6252 2/03/2023 CC Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COPA TEAM WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 531): Original recipient was not Org ID 6. COPA team sent email to another 
relevant person (ORG ID 474) team noted: 
- ORG ID 474 request for third party representative to be used 
- Enquired as to ORG ID 474 desire to receive further information and updates. 

4327 3/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team regarding rescheduling meeting time due to personal conflict. 
546 3/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to the individual’s request to change the scheduled meeting time. 
6217 3/03/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING: With representative of Tuna Australia on 03/03/23 at 10.30am. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
- Tuna Australia provided context to request for fee-for-service request. 
- Shared they have developed an engagement arrangement agreement and are currently working on a position statement on how they engage with other 
industries. 
- Tuna Australia shared that they represent 90% of fishing rights owners on the east coast and 70% on the west. 
- ConocoPhillips shared that they currently have engagement arrangement agreements with SIV and TSIC and that their services provide facilitation of 
consultation to reduce consultation fatigue. 
- ConocoPhillips advised that they would like to additionally increase arrangement to include feedback on a preliminary impact and risk assessment and sharing 
of information/updates from ConocoPhillips Australia with each of their members. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Key Discussion Points: 
- General discussion on how to verify which tuna fishers are being represented by Tuna Australia and those in the 10%. 
- General discussion on ConocoPhillips vendor set-up process and receiving revised engagement agreement arrangement. 
- Discussion around publication of consultation information. Tuna Australia agreed to have consultation information published in the EP consultation log, but 
flagged that there would be certain information that would need to be kept confidential due to commercial in confidence/sensitivities. 
 
Key Actions: 
- Tuna Australia to provide a draft of the position statement prior to their board meeting on 22 March. 
- Tuna Australia to revise service agreement. 
- ConocoPhillips to be advised what information should/shouldn’t be published. 
- Agreed to share notes of meeting for Tuna Australia contribution/endorsement. 

514 3/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual from COP team with meeting link to discuss fee-for-service arrangement to represent the interests of concession holders in 
preparation for the EP. 

557 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team following meeting with meeting notes attached for the individual’s review and contribution.  
685 23/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team with relevant organisation’s position statement attached. 
686 23/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team to confirm if the individual only intended to send the position statement as COP team could not locate proposal 

for consultation pages in document shared with COP.  
4328 23/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team regarding providing fee-for-service agreement. 
4329 23/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual from COP team regarding fee-for-service agreement.  
697 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Follow-up email sent to Indvidual from COP team to confirm acceptance of 03/03/2023 meeting notes with meeting notes attached. 
703 28/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual responding to email sent by COP team with meeting notes from 03/03/2023 meeting. Individual responded meeting notes agreed. 
702 28/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with agreed copy of meeting notes attached from meeting held on 03/03/2023. 
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

6253 11/05/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 4491): Original sender was not Org ID 6. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person who represents multiple relevant organisations (ORG ID 321, 358) who noted: 
- Representative is across issues affecting tuna operators 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

6245 8/06/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 1966): Original sender was not ORG ID 6. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person who represents multiple organisations (ORG ID 320, 321, 358) who requested: 
- All enquiries and updates be directed to industry representative organisation. 
- They be removed from the mailing list. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

6274 30/08/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 3176): Original sender was not ORG ID 6. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 208, 209) who requested: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative. 
• To be removed from mailing list. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3271 11/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team member following up on their assessment of the draft EP chapters and offer to set-up meeting to discuss their 
feedback, objections, and claims.  
 
Key discussion Points: 
• The COP team member stated that COP would appreciate the individual’s feedback to ensure the EP is as robust as possible.  
• The COP team member provided a link to the consultation hub with a direct link to the entire draft EP. 

4330 26/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team following up on their assessment of the draft EP chapters and offer to set-up meeting to discuss their feedback, 
objections, and claims. 

4254 27/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding arranging a meeting to discuss their feedback, objections, and claims. 
3825 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual confirming availability for a meeting will be shared as soon as possible. 
3849 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding setting up a meeting. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4174 4/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual IN-PERSON MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Details on the COP fee for service agreement related to consultation with relevant organisations. 
• Project overview and project update brief. 
• General discussion on fisheries and key findings and impact assessment on specific species affected by the proposed activity.  
• Use of marine mammal observers by COP and availability of reports from observers. 
• Ongoing consultation process. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Fee for Service Agreement and Consultation: 
o The individual sought information on the fee for service agreement and consultation. 
o The COP team explained that the fee aims to coordinate consultation with relevant organisation members. 
o The consultation process is paused, and feedback is now being sought before submitting the Environmental Plan (EP) to the regulator. 
• Operational Area Update: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

o The COP team discussed the individual’s functions, interests, and activities related to the project. 
o Topics included impact assessments, well testing, asset sharing, and compensation structure to fishers from multiple title holders. 
• Impacts on Fish Species and Fishers: 
o The COP team provided an overview of impacts on native fish species. 
o The individual gave feedback on potential impacts to fishers in the area. 
• Marine Observers and Historical Records: 
o COP team advised Marine mammal observers are typically present on support vessels. 
o COP team advised that observations of fish and other marine species can be reported to relevant organisations. 
o COP team can review historical records from aerial footage in the proposed activity area for specific species observations. 
• Involving Another Relevant Organisation: 
o The individual recommended including another relevant organisation in ongoing communication. 
o This is because the proposed activity also affects the other organisation’s fishing area. 
• Next Steps in Consultation: 
o The COP team outlined the next steps in the consultation process. 
o Feedback from relevant organisations is needed for the EP submittal. 
o Public comment period will also be available for people who do not want to participate in the relevant person process. 

6275 4/10/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 6 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 3900): Original sender was not Org ID 6. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person who represents multiple organisations (ORG ID 259, 260, 261, 475) who requested: 
- That their four companies be removed from the list of relevant organisations. 
- That the COP team contact their representative organisation on this matter. 

3895 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COPA team (CARBON COPIED ORG ID 6 as they are the representative organisation) to individual clarifying if the four companies wish to 
be taken off the list of relevant organisations. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

3989 6/10/2023 Email OUTGOING: Email sent to individual from COP with PowerPoint slides from meeting for their records and draft meeting notes for individual to review and 
approve.  Advised final notes will be treated as sensitive information in the EP consultation log and will only be viewed by NOPSEMA.  

4255 6/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team confirming receipt of amended meeting notes. COP team member confirmed COP’s commitment to keep 
members of the individual’s relevant organisation informed and noted that the COP team looks forward to receiving further feedback from other members in the 
relevant organisation.  

4256 9/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with amendments to draft meeting notes sent to them by the COP for review on 06/10/2023. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4526 31/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with consultation report from relevant organisation regarding the ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Individual commented that the support materials provided by COP team on the consultation hub were very helpful and made the review process seamless.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4636 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email sent to relevant organisation with formal letter attached in response to objections and claims raised. 
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5035 5/02/2024 Contract 
Management 

INCOMING EMAIL: COP team received an invoice for consultation services from relevant organisation. 

5038 8/02/2024 Contract 
Management 

OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant organisation from COP team with payment details attached for an invoice sent to COP from relevant organisation for 
consultation services.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5170 14/03/2024 Contract 
Management 

INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant organisation to COP team requesting invoice payment for consultation services related to the ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program.  

5171 14/03/2024 Contract 
Management 

OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant organisation from COP team confirming payment details for consultation services had already been sent through. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5290 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with two attached letters for relevant organisation on behalf of multiple titleholders. 
 
Attachments: 
• Letter - OMICC to Tuna Australia 12.04.2024 – signed. 
• Letter - OMICC to commercial fishers - DRAFT 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5539 4/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual seeking clarification on: 
* Authority to speak for members. 
* Scope of membership. 
* Distribution of agreed information. 

5537 5/09/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to previous questions. 
5536 6/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To stakeholder thanking them for advice. 
6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Director Of National Parks – ORG ID 7 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Director Of National Parks was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Director Of National Parks was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Director Of National Parks is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Director Of National Parks is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, specifically the statutory authority responsible for administration, management and control of 

Australian marine parks; under the EPBC Act and subordinate regulations, a range of activities undertaken in an Australian marine park requires approval from the Director of National Parks, assessed in 

accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with the Director Of National Parks resulted in meaningful outcomes and information sharing, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks 

related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Section 4.6.9 and valuable 

information for the development of CM08: Whale Management Plan. Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes included in ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan were also detailed in 

response to feedback(s) raised (Event IDs: 2480, 1025).  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Director Of National Parks for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from the Director Of National Parks’ preferred method of consultation. Director Of National Parks advised ConocoPhillips Australia that 

they would engage directly (Event IDs: 1457, 1757). Director Of National Parks had two virtual meetings with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event IDs: 6214, 3058). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Director Of National 

Parks with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 103, 1158, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288) as well as communicated via direct 

email (Event IDs: 1683, 2495, 1687, 1264, 758, 1265, 1715, 1721, 485, 1757, 486, 572, 2496, 586, 654, 2498, 657, 2479, 2480, 2338, 2621, 3055, 3824, 5476), and telephone call(s) (Event IDs: 1457, 1025). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 

  

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023)   

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Director Of National Parks including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular 

project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). As well as a direct email with a revised response in July 2024, following the refinement and narrowing of the activity 

(Event ID 5476). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Director Of National Parks to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 03 February 2023 and 11 July 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 758, 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2338). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 758, 1637). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 



• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 

 

Additional tailored information provided to Director Of National Parks with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  

• Provided Impulsive Noise EMBA and Continuous Noise EMBA (Event ID 2338). 

• Provided DNP Consultation Information Spreadsheet (Event ID 2338). 

• Provided shapefiles that includes Australian Marine Parks (Event ID 657). 

• Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (Event ID 3824). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Director Of National Parks received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial update about the activity on 03 February 2023 (Event ID 758), 280 days 

before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Director Of National Parks 

between 03 February 2023 and 11 July 2023 (over a period of 159 days). 

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

• Response to all feedback(s), objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3824), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  

• An additional revised response in July 2024 following the refinement and narrowing of the activity (Event ID 5476). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Director Of National Parks to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 

measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

  

During consultation 

During consultation, Director Of National Parks raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s), and 1 request(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 



Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

246 2470, 3824, 5476 Relevant authority advised that Australian Marine Parks and 

their representativeness (including relevant management 

plans listed objectives and values) are to be considered in the 

content of the EP. 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the completion of 

environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and consideration of 

public comment feedback. During this process ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine 

the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as a result of 

the maturation of subsurface data.    

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied to further refine the 

scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Consequently, the operational areas have 

been refined further and now exclude the Zeehan Marine Park. Impacts, such as light emissions, and risks, 

such as accidental releases of hydrocarbons, with the potential to overlap areas of conservation 

significance, such as the Zeehan Marine Park, remain addressed within the EP.   

  

Even though the Zeehan Marine Park has been removed from the operational area, the measures in place 

to protect the previously identified environmental values and sensitivities have been retained and 

improved.   

1041 2480 Relevant person highlighted that the operational area 

overlaps with biologically important areas, including foraging 

areas for protected seabirds, core use areas for Southern 

Right Whales, and feeding areas for Pygmy Blue Whales. The 

area also houses Southern Rock Lobster and Giant Crab. The 

person emphasized the need to minimize injury and 

disturbance to these species, particularly from underwater 

noise. The operational area is also adjacent to proposed 

seismic activities. 

Maps showing the overlap of the operational areas with BIAs are provided in EP Sections 4.6.7 (Seabirds 

and Shorebirds) and 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals). The assessment of potential impacts to southern right whales 

has considered the Recovery Plan for this species and has demonstrated that the proposed activity is not 

inconsistent with this plan. Information on the seasonal presence of whales in this region has been 

provided in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals) and has been updated to include contemporary research 

conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia and advice from a regional blue whale expert. The presence of 

southern rock lobsters and giant crab within the operational areas is described in EP Section 4.6.4.2 

(Crustaceans). Cumulative impacts, including consideration of proposed seismic surveys in the region, have 

been assessed in EP Chapter 8. No further changes have been made to the EP in response to this 

information. 

1248 1025 Relevant person advised that no additional monitoring, such 

as BRUVs, would be required for the activity, provided that 

ConocoPhillips Australia implements appropriate control 

measures. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has responded to verbal advice given on 26/4/2023, Event ID 1025, by denoting 

detailed control measures within EP Chapter 9. 

1319 2480 The DNP should be promptly notified of oil/gas pollution 

incidents within or likely to impact a marine park. The 

notification should include titleholder details, incident time 

and location, proposed response arrangements as per the Oil 

Pollution Emergency Plan, access to relevant reports, and 

contact details for the response coordinator. The DNP may 

request daily or weekly situation reports depending on the 

incident’s scale and severity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia ( 21/4/2023: Event ID 2480) was made aware of emergency response procedures 

and important contact details for potential oil and gas incidents. This information was taken into account in 

the development of the EP. 

1320 2496 Relevant person has received feedback from stakeholders and 

is considering adjusting the consultation guidance. They are 

seeking input on the revised checklist point and the triggers, 

particularly concerning any proposed activity that could 

affect the recovery plan and EMBA. They expressed concern 

that they might be setting the scope too wide. 

ConocoPhillips Australia – (9/3/2023; Event ID 2496 ) received information about proposed changes to a 

‘consultation guidance’ being developed by the Department of National Parks. ConocoPhillips Australia 

(Event ID 586; 09/03/23) confirmed an intent to provide feedback to the new draft. 

 

 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 

Event ID 

Feedback 

type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 

or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

243 2470, 3824 Claim Relevant person requested that 

activities which may displace the 

Pygmy Blue Whale or Southern 

Right Whale's use of BIAs are 

avoided. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP Table 

3-7 

NOPSEMA provides clear guidance on the acceptability of petroleum 

activities with the potential for underwater noise levels within a foraging area 

above the relevant published behavioural disturbance threshold for blue 

whales.  

 

If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant published injury 

and/or behavioural disturbance impact criteria inside a Foraging Area, 

titleholders should firstly evaluate all feasible measures to avoid times of the 

year when blue whales are likely to be foraging.   

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all listed marine 

fauna cannot be avoided due to variability in timing of environmentally 

sensitive periods and unpredictable presence of some species, with blue 

whales typically present in foraging areas in higher numbers between 

November and May, and southern right whale typically present in Australian 

waters from early April to early November. Therefore, there is no period 

where avoidance of both species is possible.  

 

If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there are 

requirements of the EPBC Act and the NOPSEMA EPBC Act-endorsed 

Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act inconsistently’ with EPBC 

Act instruments, such as a recovery plan (e.g. the Conservation Management 

Plan for Blue Whales (CMP)).    

 

Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of confidence, that 

requirements of the CMP will be met, approvals documentation needs to 

include content such as:  

• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment; 

• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that will be effective in 

detecting whales over the extent and duration of predicted impacts, 

including provision for detection measures to be scalable based on triggers 

such as activity timing and location, and whale sighting data; and 

• associated management measures that are likely to be effective at 

preventing unacceptable impacts over the extent and duration scales 

informed by impact predictions and whale detection data gathered during 

the activity.  

 

Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess impacts to 

these species from the exploration drilling program and has made 

commitments to implement a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan 

that includes whale detection and management measures to minimise 

anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a particular focus on blue 

whales and southern right whales given the activity overlaps relevant 

biologically important areas. The details of the Marine Mammal Adaptive 

Management Plan are still being informed by consultation, and specific 

controls are under investigation including increased safe operating distances, 

pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls 

CM08: Whale Management 

Plan; Information 



Feedback ID Related 

Event ID 

Feedback 

type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 

or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

and the establishment of safe points for operational activities (as described 

in draft Environment Plan Chapter 6.6).  ConocoPhillips Australia must be 

able to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the adopted monitoring and 

mitigation measures will be effective over the extent and duration of 

predicted impacts and will be scalable, and that associated management 

measures are likely to be effective at preventing unacceptable impacts 

during the activity.  

 

More information on NOPSEMAs guidance can be found here: 

https://www.nopsema.gov.au/blue-whale-conservation-management-plan-

faqs 

244 2470, 3824 Claim Relevant person requested that 

activities are timed or managed 

to avoid species' peak migration 

and foraging behaviours. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP Table 

3-7 

NOPSEMA provides clear guidance on the acceptability of petroleum 

activities with the potential for underwater noise levels within a foraging area 

above the relevant published behavioural disturbance threshold for blue 

whales.  

 

If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant published injury 

and/or behavioural disturbance impact criteria inside a Foraging Area, 

titleholders should firstly evaluate all feasible measures to avoid times of the 

year when blue whales are likely to be foraging.   

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all listed marine 

fauna cannot be avoided due to variability in timing of environmentally 

sensitive periods and unpredictable presence of some species, with blue 

whales typically present in foraging areas in higher numbers between 

November and May, and southern right whale typically present in Australian 

waters from early April to early November. Therefore, there is no period 

where avoidance of both species is possible.  

 

If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there are 

requirements of the EPBC Act and the NOPSEMA EPBC Act-endorsed 

Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act inconsistently’ with EPBC 

Act instruments, such as a recovery plan (e.g. the Conservation Management 

Plan for Blue Whales (CMP)).    

 

Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of confidence, that 

requirements of the CMP will be met, approvals documentation needs to 

include content such as:  

• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment; 

• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that will be effective in 

detecting whales over the extent and duration of predicted impacts, 

including provision for detection measures to be scalable based on triggers 

such as activity timing and location, and whale sighting data; and 

• associated management measures that are likely to be effective at 

preventing unacceptable impacts over the extent and duration scales 

informed by impact predictions and whale detection data gathered during 

the activity.  

 

CM08: Whale Management 

Plan; Information 



Feedback ID Related 

Event ID 

Feedback 

type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 

or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess impacts to 

these species from the exploration drilling program and has made 

commitments to implement a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan 

that includes whale detection and management measures to minimise 

anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a particular focus on blue 

whales and southern right whales given the activity overlaps relevant 

biologically important areas. The details of the Marine Mammal Adaptive 

Management Plan are still being informed by consultation, and specific 

controls are under investigation including increased safe operating distances, 

pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls 

and the establishment of safe points for operational activities (as described 

in draft Environment Plan Chapter 6.6).  ConocoPhillips Australia must be 

able to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the adopted monitoring and 

mitigation measures will be effective over the extent and duration of 

predicted impacts and will be scalable, and that associated management 

measures are likely to be effective at preventing unacceptable impacts 

during the activity.  

 

More information on NOPSEMAs guidance can be found here: 

https://www.nopsema.gov.au/blue-whale-conservation-management-plan-

faqs 

245 2470, 3824 Claim Relevant person requested that 

potential cumulative impacts on 

species is addressed considering 

there are two proposed seismic 

surveys near the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP Table 

3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been undertaking to identify and address 

potential cumulative impacts through collaboration and consultation with 

other titleholders in the region. Draft Environment Plan chapter 8. presents 

the draft cumulative impact assessment which addresses impacts to key 

threatened species, and is available from the consultation hub:  

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-

drilling-program/epchapters/  

 

Any feedback on this draft would be appreciated. 

Cumulative Impact Assessment 

CM08: Whale Management 

Plan 

Additional Environmental 

Performance Standards for 

cumulative impacts 

Activity limitations - single well 

drilled/P&A'ed in region at any 

one time. 

Implementation Change - 

single rig operating across 

multiple projects to minimise 

number of rigs in region at any 

one time. 

247 2470, 3824 Request Relevant authority requested 

notification of hydrocarbon 

pollution incidences that may 

impact a marine park. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP Table 

3-7 

Requirements to notify the DNP in the event of oil/gas pollution incidences 

within a marine park or where such incidents are likely to impact on a marine 

park have been added to the Implementation Strategy (Table 10-8) of the 

Environment Plan and Tables 3-4 and 3-5 of the Oil Pollution Emergency 

Plan (OPEP), as attached.  

Notification requirements have 

been included in the 

Implementation Strategy (Table 

10-8) and the OPEP. 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 

preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 

will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 

comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

1683 17/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 

.    Advised of previous communications with a third party of interest.  

.    Attached Commonwealth Marine Parks Permit Report 2022 

2495 25/01/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in request of a meeting and advising of available times for meeting to take place. 

1687 30/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising of chosen meeting time and date. Advised happy for COP team member to book in the meeting. 

1264 30/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising of correction to date and time. 

758 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 

as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1265 6/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual cancelling Teams meeting due to delayed receipt of data. Provided alternative meeting times and dates. 

1715 6/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 

 

Acknowledged change of meeting times.  

 

Suggested alternative times.  

1721 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking COP for consultation on EP. Requested further information and stated preferred format so they can 

provide required feedback. 

1457 14/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Received from individual related to previous correspondence. Requested COP to respond via new communication 

channel for action by any co-workers in their absence. 

6214 22/02/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUALLY: With representatives of the Director of National Parks (DNP) on 22/02/23 at 10:30am Brisbane/11:30am Canberra. 

 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 

 

Overview of the SOW with UTAS. 

- Current Environmental Performance Standards. 

- Indicative advice from UTAS on SRL activity within the Marine Park. 

- Possible path forward to align on no further work undertaken and instead identify alternative research priorities that supported further 

understanding of the Marine Park. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

- General discussion around possible path forward. 

- Agreement to consider realignment of research priorities if information to close-out the presence/absence status of SRL in the 5 unexcised areas 

within the ZMP in the literature review. 

- Discussion held around whether this was the time to close out Sequoia EP and carry revised requirements over. 

- Discussion on priorities with general consensus that looking at realignment of research priorities is of value, to make best use of committed funding 

for both DNP and ConocoPhillips purposes in service of future activities and EPs. 

 

Key Actions: 

- COP to share literature review with DNP once complete. 

- COP to discuss scientific basis for absence with UTAS. 

- DNP to provide COP with draft consultation guideline for feedback. 

485 24/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting feedback on an attachment, the aim of which was provided.  

 

Key Actions: 

• Review attachment. 

• Provide feedback via email or 30 minute meeting. 

• Written feedback requested by 3 March 2023. 

 

Summary of Information provided: 

• Provided with a suitable date and timeframe for meeting. 

• Points to consider provided. 

• Background also provided. 

 

Attached:  

• Petroleum Activities - Director of National Parks Consultation Guide 

1757 24/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to follow up on previous email request on 9 February 2023 for shapefiles. Requested communication if there 

are any questions. 

486 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for following up.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• COP team members had met with individual and their team members previous week. 

• Discussed relevant topics and the provision of them. 

• Documentation required for process was only newly received. 

• Documentation is currently being worked through. 

• Compilation of information in process. 

• Anticipated data share timeframe. 

• Requested to be advised if this timeframe needs to be brought forward. 

572 7/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals with meeting notes for review and contribution. Advised COP team are working through document provided by 

individuals with response timeframe advised. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

2496 9/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking for meeting notes and advising no changes from them.  

Key Discussion Points:  

• They have received feedback from relevant organisational members and would like to adjust their consultations guidance accordingly. 

• Proposed amendments to the guidance and reasoning for change requests.  

• Would appreciate input from COP team members. 

586 9/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for previous correspondence. Attached agreed meeting notes for individual’s records. Advised 

updates to information regarding the updated consultation guidance will be carried out. 

654 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information sharing pertaining to the program. 

 

Attachments: 

• Official Letter. 

• Existing Environment – Species and Key Behaviours. 

• DNP Consultation Information 20230320. 

Link to ShareFile Login provided with instruction that login and access information will be sent separately to stated email address. 

2498 20/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking COP for sharing documents. Advised inability to access ShareFile due to security restrictions and 

asked for possibility of getting this in a Zip file. 

657 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising the documents will be put into a few separate zip files and sent through as requested. This email had 10 

zip folder attachments of the documents from ShareFile. 

2479 21/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with update on their position regarding the EP. Noted that upon provision of final report, all actions 

committed to in the EP would be considered either fulfilled or not required. 

2480 21/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding operational area.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• The operational area is adjacent to and overlaps listed biologically important areas. 

• The operational area is adjacent to at least two proposed seismic activities. 

• Individual noted items listed above and proceeded to list their objections and claims. 

• Relevant parties have developed and posted a ‘guidance note’ and link was shared. 

• Key points that COP team should ensure the EP addresses. 

• Emergency responses guidelines were addressed with a list of what the notification should include in the case of an oil/gas pollution incidence. 

• Noted that the individual may request daily or weekly Situation Reports in relation to Emergency responses. 

 

Contact details were provided if further questions arise. 

1025 26/04/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member received a call regarding the close out of the EP. Discussed: 

• Close out of Sequoia – Final UTAS Report expected to be as predicted enabling close out. 

• Drilling EP - Claims and objections provided; actions required regarding presence of threatened species and work-arounds required; age of data 

needs to be factored in along with other contributing factors like climate change; contemporary data collection was appropriate. 

• Alternative monitoring program for drilling EP 

• New team member has taken over for individual and contact details were provided. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 

about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 

about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2338 11/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to provide additional information. 

 

Attachments: 

• Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment 

• Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment 

• Implementation Strategy 

• Impulsive Noise EMBA 

• Continuous Noise EMBA 

• Update DNP Consultation Information Spreadsheet. 

 

Advised looking forward to their additional feedback. 

2621 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanked for supply of documentation and requested meeting at allocated timeframe. Advised they are in the 

process of reviewing the information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3058 9/08/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: with organization where discussion included ongoing consultation regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3055 24/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual sharing agreed notes for their records. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3824 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their feedback.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

Offered opportunity to discuss these further and provided contact details. 

Noted:  Records to be provided to NOPSEMA unless advised otherwise. 

 

Attached: 

• Implementation Strategy – Draft for Consultation. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Oil Pollution Emergency Plan. 

• Official Letter. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 

from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 

how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 

new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5476 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   

 

Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation. 

 

Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through 

consultation, and the maturation of subsurface data.   

 

Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  

 

Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have 

been updated.  

 

Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   

 

Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   

 

Attached:   

 

Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  

Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 

Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 

 

 



Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) – ORG ID 8 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 

3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. AMSA is the statutory and control authority for maritime safety and vessel emergencies in Commonwealth Waters in which the 

proposed activities are situated. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) resulted in meaningful outcomes for the proposed Environment Plan, with measures included to address 

information received and objections and claims regarding the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed the information 

received and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including EP Table 6-6 (Control measures for interference with other marine and coastal users and ALARP assessment) CM01: Marine Assurance 

Process. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed the objections and claims and made the subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program in November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)’s preferred method of communication. Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)’s 

Navigation Safety Team advised that they would engage directly with ConocoPhillips Australia using a preferred email address (Event ID 105; 1448; 1466; 1736) and Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA)’s 

additional departments also engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia. Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has continued to actively engage with ConocoPhillips Australia regarding the proposed 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program and its effect on their functions, interests and activities.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 747; 748; 750; 4865). 

    

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide project updates via 

campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) emailed to remind of notification periods and compliance obligations (Event 

4875). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 

or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 747; 748; 750; 4865). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 747; 748; 750; 4865). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 747; 748; 750; 4865). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 



• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (event 4846). 

 

Additional tailored information provided to Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to: 

•   Provided a file of both Permit Areas for proposed activities (Event ID 1739). 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 97 days).  

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s): 

• Response to all objection(s) and claim(s) was provided in October and November 2023 (Event IDs: 2602; 4875), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s), and 3 request(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The 

outcome of the assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1139 4875 Relevant person emphasized the need 

for vessels to comply with the 

International Rules for Preventing 

Collisions at Sea (COLREGs), including 

the use of appropriate lights and 

Information on AMSA requirements has been included in EP Table 6-6 (Control measures for interference with other marine 

and coastal users and ALARP assessment) to supplement the existing information relating to CM01: Marine Assurance Process 

which ensures that the MODU and project vessels meet relevant maritime laws and includes pre-commencement vessel 

inspections of class certification requirements under the Navigation Act 2012 and associated Marine Orders, including but not 

limited to, Marine Order 27 (Safety of Navigation and Radio Equipment) 2016 and Marine Order 30 (Prevention of Collisions) 



shapes to reflect their operations. They 

also stressed the importance of 

correctly setting the navigation status in 

the ship's AIS unit. 

2009; and CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures which require AIS will be monitored 24 hours per day and 

Navigation and deck lighting will comply with appropriate legislation.  

1371 3402 Relevant person reminded that the 

Australian Hydrographic Office should 

be contacted at least four working 

weeks before operations begin for the 

dissemination of related notices to 

mariners. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (4/9/2023; Event ID 3402) received information that the Australian Hydrographic Office should be 

contacted through datacentre@hydro.gov.au no less than four working weeks before operations commence for the 

promulgation of related notices to mariners. The EP (Table 9-1) details the Environmental Performance Standards (EPS) relevant 

to the notification of the AHO, namely EPS 3.4. 

1372 3402 Relevant person reminded vessels to 

exhibit appropriate lights and shapes 

reflecting the nature of operations, 

comply with the International Rules for 

Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs), 

and ensure correct navigation status in 

the ship's AIS unit. 

Information on AMSA requirements has been included in EP Table 6-6 (Control measures for interference with other marine 

and coastal users and ALARP assessment) to supplement the existing information relating to CM01: Marine Assurance Process 

which ensures that the MODU and project vessels meet relevant maritime laws and includes pre-commencement vessel 

inspections of class certification requirements under the Navigation Act 2012 and associated Marine Orders, including but not 

limited to, Marine Order 27 (Safety of Navigation and Radio Equipment) 2016 and Marine Order 30 (Prevention of Collisions) 

2009; and CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures which require AIS will be monitored 24 hours per day and 

Navigation and deck lighting will comply with appropriate legislation. 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Event ID 

Feedback 

type 

Summary of Feedback, 

objection and claim 

Assessment of 

Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

8 484, 2602 Request Relevant person requested 

that AMSA's Rescue Centre is 

notified 24-48 hours before 

operations commence. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will include requirements to 

notify AMSA's Rescue Centre (ARC) through 

rccaus@amsa.gov.au (Phone: 1800 641 792 or +61 2 6230 

6811) for promulgation of radio-navigation warnings and 

will provide vessel details (including name, callsign and 

Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI)), satellite 

communications details (including INMARSAT-C and 

satellite telephone), area of operation, and requested 

clearance from other vessels when operations start and 

end, in the 'Communication Plan'  for each activity 

(seabed survey, anchor-pre-lay and drilling operations), 

as 

- Notification 30 days prior to mobilisation 

- On mobilisation 

- 48 hours prior to commencement of operations 

- 48 hours prior to relocation between areas 

- On demobilisation  

Requirement for ConocoPhillips Australia (or Seabed survey 

vessel, MODU and support vessel contractors), to contact 

AMSA's Rescue Centre (ARC) through rccaus@amsa.gov.au 

(Phone: 1800 641 792 or +61 2 6230 6811) for promulgation 

of radio-navigation warnings and provide vessel details 

(including name, callsign and Maritime Mobile Service 

Identity (MMSI)), satellite communications details (including 

INMARSAT-C and satellite telephone), area of operation, and 

requested clearance from other vessels when operations 

start and end.  when operations start and end, added to 

'Communication Plan' for each activity (seabed survey, 

anchor-pre-lay and drilling operations), as 

- Notification 30 days prior to mobilisation 

- On mobilisation 

- 48 hours prior to commencement of operations 

- 48 hours prior to relocation between areas 

- On demobilisation  

9 484, 2602 Request Relevant person stated that 

vessel details, satellite 

communications details, area 

of operation and requested 

clearance from other vessels 

will need to be advised when 

operations start and end. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia will include requirements to 

notify AMSA's Rescue Centre (ARC) through 

rccaus@amsa.gov.au (Phone: 1800 641 792 or +61 2 6230 

6811) for promulgation of radio-navigation warnings and 

will provide vessel details (including name, callsign and 

Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI)), satellite 

communications details (including INMARSAT-C and 

satellite telephone), area of operation, and requested 

clearance from other vessels when operations start and 

end, in the 'Communication Plan'  for each activity 

Requirement for ConocoPhillips Australia (or Seabed survey 

vessel, MODU and support vessel contractors), to contact 

AMSA's Rescue Centre (ARC) through rccaus@amsa.gov.au 

(Phone: 1800 641 792 or +61 2 6230 6811) for promulgation 

of radio-navigation warnings and provide vessel details 

(including name, callsign and Maritime Mobile Service 

Identity (MMSI)), satellite communications details (including 

INMARSAT-C and satellite telephone), area of operation, and 

requested clearance from other vessels when operations 

start and end.  when operations start and end, added to 



(seabed survey, anchor-pre-lay and drilling operations), 

as 

- Notification 30 days prior to mobilisation 

- On mobilisation 

- 48 hours prior to commencement of operations 

- 48 hours prior to relocation between areas 

- On demobilisation " 

'Communication Plan' for each activity (seabed survey, 

anchor-pre-lay and drilling operations), as 

- Notification 30 days prior to mobilisation 

- On mobilisation 

- 48 hours prior to commencement of operations 

- 48 hours prior to relocation between areas 

- On demobilisation 

10 484, 2602 Request Relevant person requested 

that the Australian 

Hydrographic Office is 

contacted no less that four 

weeks before operations 

commence to allow enough 

time for notice to mariners to 

be declared. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will include a requirement to 

notify the Australian Hydrographic Office through 

datacentre@hydro.gov.au no less than four working 

weeks before operations commence for the 

promulgation of related notices to mariners, in the 

Communication Plan for the activity. 

Requirement for ConocoPhillips Australia, or contractor, to 

contact AHO via datacentre@hydro.gov.au added to 

'Communication Plan' for exploration program, as 

'Notification 30 days prior to mobilisation for: 

- Seabed survey 

- Anchor pre-lay 

- Drilling operations' 

1140 4875 Claim Relevant person suggested 

that ConocoPhillips Australia 

should consider 

implementing adequate anti-

collision measures, including 

additional warnings, lights, 

and offshore guard vessels to 

monitor traffic and alert 

approaching vessels. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

As detailed in EP Table 6-6  (Control measures for 

interference with other marine and coastal users and 

ALARP assessment), in addition to compliance with 

relevant maritime laws, a 2 km radius Cautionary Zone 

will be monitored by support vessels around each 

exploration well for the duration of the activity at each 

location, a 500m radius Safe Navigation Area (SNA) will 

be monitored around the seabed survey vessels and any 

towed equipment, vessel speeds will be restricted up to 5 

knots within the drilling area except in emergency 

situations, and one support vessel will remain on standby 

for the MODU in line with  CM02: Vessel and MODU 

Operating Procedures. 

CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation 

of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 

progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 

assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

105 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in appreciation of correspondence. Requested to continue engaging with them via provided email address. 

750 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

748 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

747 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4865 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1447 13/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

1448 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

1452 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

• Advised of automated phone issue. 

• Have resent email to individual’s email address. 

• Will call again later to confirm receipt. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1453 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to confirm contact details. 

• Informed incorrect details. 

• Committed to resending to correct email address. 

1466 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. Advised to wait for an email reply. 

830 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1736 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to confirm receipt of email. Will respond once information sheets provided are reviewed. Request for further 

information to be provided. 

1739 15/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for confirming receipt of initial project information.  

 

Attached: 

File of both Permit Areas for proposed activities. 

 

Queried if this was adequate for initial AIS data analysis. 

36 15/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for confirming receipt of initial project information.  

 

Attached: 

File of both Permit Areas for proposed activities. 

 

Queried if this was adequate for initial AIS data analysis. 

484 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking for previous information shared.  

 

Attachments: 

• Traffic plot showing AIS information. 

• Map of cited locations of interest. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• noting heavy vehicle traffic in areas of interest. 

• Request to have drill rig / MODU rig and large installation/support vessels notify24-48 hours prior to commencement. 

• Vessel details to be provided. 

• Satellite communications details to be provided. 

• Area of operation. 

• Requested clearance from other vessels. 

• Advise when operations start and end. 

• 4 weeks before commencement the Australian Hydrographic Office to be contacted. 

• Shipping data links provided. 

538 2/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to ConocoPhillips Australia team and was also CC'd to other relevant individuals.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Heavy vessel traffic map 

• Specific requirements for vessels 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The requirement to evaluate and implement adequate anti-collision measures with parameters. 

 

Attachments: 

• Attached vessel traffic plot showing heavy vessel traffic in both permit blocks. 

• Links provided for digital data sets and maps. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Reminder that a third party should also be contacted 4 weeks before operations commence. (Email address provided) 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 

locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 

gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

5461 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 

 

Key Information Provided: Petrolem Titles. 

2602 26/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual thanking them for information provided and responding to additional requests and issues raised with attached letter.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Provide notification and vessel details including location as it becomes available 

• Radio navigation warnings minimum 24 hours before operations commence 

• Noted another relevant organisation that needs to be contacted no less than four working weeks prior to operations 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 

feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3089 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to update where the project is currently at.  

Key Discussion Points: 

• Thanked those for providing feedback. 

• Invited feedback if not already submitted. 

Attachments: 

• Link provided for Consultation Hub. 

• Project Update AUGUST 23 attached. 

3091 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to update where the project is currently at.  

Key Discussion Points: 

• Thanked those for providing feedback. 

• Invited feedback if not already submitted. 

Attachments: 

• Link provided for Consultation Hub. 

• Project Update AUGUST 23 attached. 

4866 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to update where the project is currently at.  

Key Discussion Points: 

• Thanked those for providing feedback. 

• Invited feedback if not already submitted. 

Attachments: 

• Link provided for Consultation Hub. 

• Project Update AUGUST 23 attached. 

3147 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to update where the project is currently at.  

Key Discussion Points: 

• Thanked those for providing feedback. 

• Invited feedback if not already submitted. 

Attachments: 

• Link provided for Consultation Hub. 

• Project Update AUGUST 23 attached. 

3149 29/08/2023 Telephone call OOUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to verify correct email address. After speaking with the receptionist, this couldn’t be 

verified, nor could it be ascertained whether individual was still in the role. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 

impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3402 4/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking for previous information shared.  

Key Actions: 

• Requested to notify AMSA’s Joint Rescue Coordination Centre 24-48 hours prior to operations commencing. Provide vessel details, satellite communications 

details, area of operation, requested clearance, when operations start and end. 

• 4 weeks before commencement the Australian Hydrographic Office to be contacted. 

• Vessel should exhibit appropriate lights and shapes. 

• Vessels reminded of obligation to comply with the COLREG’s. 

• Vessels should ensure navigation status is set correctly in the ship’s AIS unit. 

• COP to evaluate and implement adequate anti-collision measures. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 

pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 

August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 

considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 

make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4875 28/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking for previous information shared.  

Key Actions: 

• Requested to notify AMSA’s Joint Rescue Coordination Centre 24-48 hours prior to operations commencing. Provide vessel details, satellite communications 

details, area of operation, requested clearance, when operations start and end. 

• 4 weeks before commencement the Australian Hydrographic Office to be contacted. 

• Vessel should exhibit appropriate lights and shapes. 

• Vessels reminded of obligation to comply with the COLREG’s. 

• Vessels should ensure navigation status is set correctly in the ship’s AIS unit. 

• COP to evaluate and implement adequate anti-collision measures. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

4903 20/12/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual marked official stating: 

• in appreciation of communication received.  

• requesting further communication with email addresses provided for specific documents to be lodged.  

• Specific requirements for vessels 

• The requirement to evaluate and implement adequate anti-collision measures with parameters. 

• Attached vessel traffic plot showing heavy vessel traffic in both permit blocks. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 

to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 

to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5234 21/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 

Complete 

Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual who completed the Consultation Survey on 21/03/24 via Social Pinpoint: 

• Registered their contact details.  

• Opted into receiving project updates, marine safety notifications, and webinars. 

• Noted that they are not a relevant person.  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 

for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 

light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 

available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 

 



University of Tasmania (UTAS) – ORG ID 9 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• University of Tasmania (UTAS) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• University of Tasmania (UTAS) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• University of Tasmania (UTAS) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): University of Tasmania (UTAS) is a Research and Academic Institution, specifically a university that has historically undertaken marine conservation research pertaining 

to offshore petroleum exploration activities, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with University of Tasmania (UTAS) has resulted in collaborative and research outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks 

related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM11: Procurement Vetting 

Process. The University of Tasmania (UTAS) requested during consultation that collected seabed samples be retained for analysis to improve understanding of the benthic environment in in the region of the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event IDs: 43, 3352). ConocoPhillips Australia has sought to establish a meaningful relationship with the academic community at the University of Tasmania (UTAS) and have 

requested that the University of Tasmania (UTAS) keep ConocoPhillips Australia informed about opportunities to support ongoing research in the region of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 4646).  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the University of Tasmania (UTAS) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

July 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the University of Tasmania’s (UTAS) preferred method of consultation. The University of Tasmania (UTAS) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they wished 

to be engaged with directly and kept up to date with information (Event ID 587). An informal meeting was held in July 2022 in-person (Event ID 4629) where University of Tasmania (UTAS) staff explained their 

ongoing research interest. Communication continued from 2022 to 2024 via direct email engagement (Event IDs: 2692, 2696, 2693, 2694, 2695, 2700, 2701, 2704, 4458, 4462, 4464, 4466, 4469, 7, 805, 1410, 1727, 

45, 83, 4472, 48, 71, 517, 4476, 528, 4477, 4485, 579, 4487, 4488, 587, 680, 1714, 3415, 3403, 3341, 3352, 4647, 4648, 4651, 4650, 4649, 3384, 3488, 3404, 3827, 4890, 4891, 5220, 5221). As well as providing regular 

project updates via campaign email correspondence from 2022 to 2024 (Event IDs: 103, 1158, 1157, 1221, 1238, 1637, 1927, 192, 2534, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3361, 3475, 3859, 4392, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 

5485, 6288). In February 2023, a second meeting was held with University of Tasmania (UTAS) virtually discussing functions, interests and activities (Event ID 43). In May 2023, University of Tasmania (UTAS) 

completed an online social pinpoint webinar registration opting to receive updates (Event IDs 1209, 1237). University of Tasmania (UTAS) attended a webinar in May 2023 about the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program (Event ID 1329). In September 2023, a third meeting was held with University of Tasmania (UTAS), which led to various feedback(s) received including information(s), and objection(s) and claim(s) from the 

relevant person (Event ID 4646). Collaborative outcomes from ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with the University of Tasmania (UTAS) were incorporated in the Environment Plan. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notified the University of Tasmania (UTAS) that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050).  

  

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the University of Tasmania (UTAS) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project updates via 

campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485, 6288), and direct email (Event IDs: 5220, 5221). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to University of Tasmania (UTAS) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 

as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species (Event ID 1637).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 1157, 1637).  

• Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1221). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1221). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1329). 



• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs 2625, 3181). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 

 

Additional tailored information provided to University of Tasmania (UTAS) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  

• Risk and impact profiles of drilling versus seismic (Event ID 43). 

• Seabed survey and data sampling (Event ID 43). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

University of Tasmania (UTAS) received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 28 July 2022 (Event ID 4629) and an initial update about the activity on 09 February 2023 (Event ID 805), 273 days 

before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to the University of Tasmania (UTAS) 

between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 154 days). 

  

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

• Response to feedback was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3352), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

  

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed University of Tasmania (UTAS) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 

measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

  

During consultation 

During consultation, University of Tasmania (UTAS) raised 2 objection(s) and claim(s), and 1 request(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 

our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

 



Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1401 4646 Relevant person advised that limestone pavement cutting samples 

would be of interest to Geosciences Australia. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that UTAS keep them in loop on opportunities to support 

ongoing research in the region (Event ID: 4646). 

1402 4646 Relevant person is currently working on a grant with Marine Parks 

for biological monitoring in a specific region to improve knowledge 

and understanding of the area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that UTAS keep them in loop on opportunities to support 

ongoing research in the region (Event ID: 4646). 

1403 4646 Relevant person shared that the Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting 

and Improvement (MERI) process underestimated the external 

pressures of the region on the ZMP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that UTAS keep them in loop on opportunities to support 

ongoing research in the region (Event ID: 4646). 

1404 4646 Relevant person stated that UTAS is collaborating with Parks to 

deploy acoustic receivers for the detection of Marine Mammals. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that UTAS keep them in loop on opportunities to support 

ongoing research in the region (Event ID: 4646). 

1405 4646 Relevant person stated that their main focus was on gathering 

more detailed information on remote parts of the marine park. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that UTAS keep them in loop on opportunities to support 

ongoing research in the region (Event ID: 4646). 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of 

Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 

Plan 

7 43, 3352 Request Relevant person requested that 

ConocoPhillips Australia consider 

additional data sampling whilst 

vessel is in the region for seabed 

survey. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will ensure the seabed survey contract requires 

the collection of representative sediment samples from the grab samples 

collected to validate the geophysical survey data, with storage and 

transport onshore for benthic analysis to contribute to the scientific 

knowledge of the region.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cost and effort to retain samples 

collected during the seabed survey, with storage and transport for onshore 

analysis, to be reasonable and will include this in the procurement process 

for the seabed survey. The evaluation of trade-offs for onboard processing 

and BRUVs deployment indicates restrictions with deck and personnel 

space, and associated HSE risks in the offshore environment. Consequently, 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the costs, effort and trade-offs 

associated with offshore processing and BRUVs deployment to be grossly 

disproportionate to the benefit gained. 

ConocoPhillips Australia 

considers the cost and 

effort to retain samples 

collected during the 

seabed survey, with 

storage and transport for 

onshore analysis, to be 

reasonable and will include 

this in the procurement 

process for the seabed 

survey.  

Collect benthic samples 

during seabed surveys 

CM11: Procurement Vetting 

Process (with onshore 

processing) 

1132 4646 Claim Relevant person reviewed the 

draft EP chapters and provided 

feedback, noting that they 

contained many generic 

descriptions and broad 

statements. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

[Stated in relation to the description of the existing environment]. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided information in the meeting around work 

that would be conducted prior to drilling, including the completion of 

seabed surveys and retainment of samples for benthic analysis, to better 

understand the existing environment. This measure was adopted as part of 

CM11: Procurement Vetting Process (EPS 11.5).  

CM11: Procurement Vetting 

Process (EPS 11.5).  

1133 4646 Claim Relevant person expressed 

difficulty in providing detailed 

feedback on the assessment of 

the receiving environment due to 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and 

areas of assessment to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment 

Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment 

process was provided. 

As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process 

EP Section 1.4 was updated 

in response to claims about 

the lack of defined drilling 

locations. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of 

Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 

Plan 

lack of information on drilling 

locations. 

for selecting final drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data 

processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and 

an analysis of the efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources 

with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 

designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities 

can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough description of 

the environment within the operational areas and the environment that 

may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental 

impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that 

may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with 

petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks 

associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is 

recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. 

However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case 

impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to 

minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 

reasonably practicable. 

 

Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed 

activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the 

broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is 

considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when 

compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for 

a reduced number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of 

feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their 

habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, light or planned 

discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, 

the assessment process assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could 

occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most 

significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically 

Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, 

with mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any 

reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a 

reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other 

locations. 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4629 28/07/2022 Meeting - In-person INFORMAL MEETING  

.   COP team member attended an informal meeting with an in-person presentation at the University. 

.   UTAS staff explained their ongoing research interest. 

.   COP team member outlined what was known at that point about future plans in Otway Basin. 

2692 29/07/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking team for attending presentation on the 28/07/2022 hosted by the University of Tasmania regarding future plans 

in the Otway basin. Individual noted that: 

• It was an excellent opportunity to discuss important issues. 

• Provide team with an understanding of the research being conducted by individuals at the University of Tasmania. 

Individual CC’d all presenters in case the team wanted a direct contact with the presenters. 

2696 29/07/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual forwarding colleagues research presentation. Email contained no further information. 

2693 29/07/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for organising an informative event in response to the presentation held on the 28/07/2022. Team member 

noted: 

• Looking forward to supporting the valuable research being done. 

• Can’t wait to hear how the current study is doing in a year’s time. 

2694 29/07/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Responding to individual who had shared documents. 

 

.  Expressed appreciation for documentation shared after an in-person presentation.  

.   Expressed interest in the individual’s interests and endeavours and suggested a catch-up. 

2695 4/08/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their presentation. Team member noted: 

• Work on OAE and EW is very interesting since it has huge potential. 

• Commented that it would be good to catch up in 6 months. 

2700 22/08/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual following up on previous email correspondence dated 29/07/2022. Team member asked how the individual is going with 

their research that was discussed in a presentation on the 28/07/2022.  

Team member also noted that they would be interested to hear the results and what is next. 

2701 22/08/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual responding to the previous correspondence thanking team for following up with them. Individual noted: 

• Research report was written. 

• Unable to release anything until it has been reviewed by multiple sources. 

• Should be able to share results by the end of September (2022). 

Individual noted they will send a copy to the team as soon as they can however if we do not hear from him to be sure to send individual a reminder. 

2704 23/08/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual replying to previous correspondence with the team thanking individual and congratulating them on finishing writing the 

report. 

4458 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual discussing ongoing struggle to receive detailed fishery data to support ongoing exploration for the Otway EP development. 

Team member recalled individual mentioned a possible fee for service arrangement for this data provision. Team member requested: 

• Information on how and to whom ConocoPhillips could make this request to. 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 

Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 

progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 

assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

4462 29/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual apologising for the late reply to request made through email correspondence on the 22/11/2022. Individual noted they 

would make some enquiries. 

4464 30/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual replying to previous correspondence. Team member requested: 

• Individual keeps team notified of progress with fisheries data. 

• Individual to submit invoice for stage 1 so team can organise payment prior to Christmas. 

Team member wished the individual feel better soon. 

4466 12/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual mainly regarding a Sequoia Seismic Survey Project meeting and changing the date for that. Individual then made 

comments regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the request for fisheries data: 

• Another individual has been working on gathering fisheries data. 

• No results as of yet. 

4469 5/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding an upcoming Sequoia Seismic Survey Project meeting. Individual requested for meeting to be changed to next 

week. 

7 6/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 

 

.  Responded to request in previous correspondence (5/2/23) to change a meeting time. 

.   Stated that other team members are on leave and provided available times for rescheduling. 

805 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  

• Formal letter.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1410 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  

• Formal letter.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1727 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual registering interest in being added to the communication list. 

43 20/02/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With individual.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

.    Confirmed individual had received notice of Drilling EP. 

.    DNP priorities in Marine Park. 

.   Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

.   Risk and impact profiles - drilling vs seismic. 

.   Noise monitoring. 

.   Seabed survey and data sampling. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1534 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. 

 

.   CoP team member attempted a call with no answer.  

.   Left voice message to call back. 

1535 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL. To individual. 

 

.    Individual expressed interest in assisting. 

 .   Would also like to know more about the project.  

 

.   Request referred to correct CoP team member for action. 

44 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL to individual.  

 

.   NO answer. 

.   Left message in response to action from verification calls.  

45 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 

.   This was an initial contact following advice from a third party who reported a range of questions had been expressed.  

.   Advised when COP team members will be in the area. 

.    Offered an in-person meeting.  

.   Gave contact details. 

83 20/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual acknowledged receiving email about COPA having commenced preparation of an EP. 

4472 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: sent from individual acknowledging missed call.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Requested information as to the extent of planning progression regarding environmental plan.  

• Individual also interested in mapping information.  

• Individual noted availability for meeting. 

48 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual responding to previous correspondence 21/2/23.  

.   Advised that available times for in-person meetings would be collated and forwarded.   

 

.   Also noted that COP did not have drilling targets yet as seismic data was still being processed.  

, Suggested it was still worth catching up to discuss potential additions to any seabed surveys we may undertake. 

71 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following up on a previous conversation. 

 

Key Discussion Points 

.  Explained that COP still wanted to access the additional fishing data previously discussed.  

.   Noted that the data was difficult to obtain from other sources and were exploring whether the individual might be able to advise.  

517 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals after previous discussions advising when the team is next in local city and extending offer to meet in-person. Requested 

any time preferences. 

4476 1/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with thanks for the in-person meeting offer and advising flexible with times. 

528 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to confirm an allocated appointment time for in-person meeting. 

560 6/03/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 31/07/2024. 

COP team member was unable to reach the appropriate individual to discuss consultation. 

COP team member left a message with receptionist and left contact information for the appropriate individual to contact COP regarding consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4477 7/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual apologising for missing call. Individual stated allocated in-person meeting time is already booked but a reshuffle could 

occur if required. 

4485 7/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to meeting time clashes with available meeting times. 

579 8/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to follow up on booking in an in-person meeting time. Advised what topics would be discussed and available meeting 

timeframe. 

4487 9/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to advise available meeting time. 

4488 9/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to advising an invite request will be put through. Asked a third party on the email thread if that meeting time was suitable. 

587 21/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals with meeting notes attached (14/3/23 - see attached notes). 

.  The COP team provided a program overview. 

.   The meeting discussed early findings, the consultation approach, the traditional relationships with the external organisation. 

.   A general approach to ongoing consultation was agreed. 

680 21/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with meeting notes for review and contribution.  

 

Requested contact details for prospective person of relevance. 

 

Attachments:  

• Meeting Notes for review and contribution. 

• Outline of Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessments. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 

locations and to look for up-to-date information  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1209 15/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 

Webinar Registration 

INCOMING SURVEY: individual completed Webinar Registration Survey via Social Pinpoint on 15/05/2023. 

• Individual registered their contact details. 

• Individual opted to receive updates via email and register for future webinars.  

1221 18/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  

 

Summary of information Provided. 

.       Invited people to attend a webinar on May 23, 2023. 

• Provided date and log-in details. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 

.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 

• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub and provided the link. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

 

Attached the following information sheet:  

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 

 

Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

1237 18/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 

Webinar Registration 

INCOMING SURVEY: individual completed Webinar Registration Survey via Social Pinpoint on 18/05/2023. 

• Individual registered their contact details. 

• Individual opted to receive updates via email and register for future webinars.  

1238 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  

 

Summary of information Provided. 

.       Invited people to attend a webinar on 23 May 2023. 

• Provided date and log-in details. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 

.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 

• Invited people to provide feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub; and provided the link. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

 

Attached the following information sheet:  

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 

 

Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

1329 23/05/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  

 

• Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

• Regulatory Framework. 

• The drilling process. 

• The preliminary environmental risk and impact assessment. 

Participant led questions and answers 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1714 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual cancelling a meeting at short notice as COP have been delayed. Advised suggested rescheduling dates and times. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The email: 

• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 

.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 

• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  

 

Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The email: 

• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 

.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 

• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 

feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3415 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3403 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 

impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3341 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals offering to meet to discuss feedback and/or raise objections and claims on the draft EP. Attached: 

• Link to draft EP in consultation hub. 

3352 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to submissions for EP. Attached: 

• Official Letter of response. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 

.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried consent to 

be recorded. 

.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be submitted 

to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 

their functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

4647 14/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising:  

• Happy to hold a meeting and clarifying if the intent is for in-person or online.  

• Notified availability within allocated timeframes. 

4648 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual clarifying meeting type is Teams meeting and offering available times for them to choose from. 

4651 14/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual confirming agreement with meeting time and date. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4650 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming time and date of meeting. 

4649 14/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with choice of preferred meeting time. 

3384 18/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising: 

 

• Seismic survey research project is now complete.  

• Outcomes have raised further questions. 

 

Contact requested if recipient has any further questions. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 

.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 

.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be 

submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these assessments 

are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that might 

have been overlooked or underestimated. 

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 

their functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3488 21/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising that they won’t attend a meeting and another team member will cover it. 

4646 21/09/2023 Meeting - Virtual IN PERSON MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program  

 

Summary of Information Provided 

• Overview and Update on proposed activities. 

• Overview on seabed surveys and commitments. 

• Advised by individual that limestone pavement cutting samples would be of interest and shared they are currently working on a grant for biological monitoring. 

• Overview of funding approach, collaboration and findings to-date. 

 

Key Discussion Points 

• Review of draft EP led to feedback of motherhood statements and generic descriptions – keen for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Activities prior to drilling. 

• Individual keen to keep COP informed on progress and identify potential opportunities for synergies around building knowledge in the region. 

• Offsets and changes to the Marine Park Plan. 

• MERI process underestimated the external pressures of the region on the ZMP. 

• Sound and vibration data including duration and its value. 

• Whale data collection. 

• Temperature monitoring. 

• Overview of context for capturing drilling acoustic data. 

• Next Steps 

 

Key Actions 

• COP – Investigate how/if seabed survey vessels and support vessels could be utilised to deploy receivers. 

• COP – Arrange meeting to discuss seabed survey scope of work to discuss potential to support deployment of acoustic loggers. 

• COP – reach out to arrange additional meeting for receipt of feedback. 

3404 24/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3827 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 

 

Meeting notes attached - 21/9/23 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 

was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 

2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

4890 11/12/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising approval has been received to share various reports and datasets in shelf waters. More data can be shared on 

request. 

2 report links shared. 

Requested to keep in touch. 

4891 12/12/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in appreciation for shared links. Requested to touch base in the new year regarding the drilling plans and there is no set 

location at this stage. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5220 21/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising the EP was under assessment with NOPSEMA and, as such, requesting to reopen the chain of communication 

within an allocated timeframe. 

5221 22/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual accepting the offer for a catch up and advising preferred timeframe. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 

the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 

available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST)– ORG ID 10 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 

with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) is the statutory authority responsible for the safe operation of vessels, providing and managing 

marine facilities and manage environmental issues relating to vessels within state waters. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) resulted in meaningful outcomes for the proposed Environment Plan, with measures included to address feedback 

regarding the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed the requests (Feedback ID(s) 6; 63), and made subsequent inclusions in 

the Environment Plan, including CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Marine and Safety Tasmania’s (MAST) preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4144; 2724) and campaign email correspondence 

(Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Marine and Safety Tasmania’s (MAST) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they had no direct involvement in the 

proposed activity however the Organisation requested further project updates regarding the more general nature of when the activity would take place (Event ID 509). Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) did not 

provide any further incoming engagements with ConocoPhillips Australia.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4144). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4144). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4144). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 4144). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 182 days) at the latest.  

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 

• Response to all requests, and objections and claims, was provided in August 2023 (Event ID: 2724), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 

the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Marine and Safety Tasmania (MAST) raised 2 request(s), and 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome 

of the assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 

Event ID 

Feedback 

type 

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

6 509, 2724 Request Relevant persons requested to be kept 

informed of when activities will occur to 

facilitate the issuance of an activity 

related NtM which may assist in 

informing fishers who are in the relevant 

area. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP Table 

3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will provide notifications to 

Marine and Safety Tasmania prior to activities taking 

place so they can issue a generic NtM relating to the 

activity, which may assist informing recreational and 

fishing vessels in the area of the activities taking place. 

Specific notifications will occur 30 days prior to 

mobilisation for each of the activities (seabed survey and 

"Requirement for ConocoPhillips 

Australia (or Seabed survey vessel, 

MODU and support vessel 

contractors), to contact Marine and 

Safety Tasmania so they can issue a 

generic notice to mariners relatin 

to the activity, added to 

'Communication Plan' for each 



Feedback ID Related 

Event ID 

Feedback 

type 

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

drilling), on mobilisation, 48 hours prior to relocation 

between areas and on demobilisation. 

activity (seabed survey, anchor-

pre-lay and drilling operations), as: 

- Notification 30 days prior to 

mobilisation 

- On mobilisation 

- 48 hours prior to relocation 

between areas 

- On demobilisation" 

63 509, 2724 Request Relevant person requested that MAST be 

kept informed regarding the more 

general nature of when activities will be 

taking place to support notifications. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP Table 

3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will provide notifications to 

Marine and Safety Tasmania prior to activities taking 

place so they can issue a generic NtM relating to the 

activity, which may assist informing recreational and 

fishing vessels in the area of the activities taking place. 

Specific notifications will occur 30 days prior to 

mobilisation for each of the activities (seabed survey and 

drilling), on mobilisation, 48 hours prior to relocation 

between areas and on demobilisation. 

Requirement to notify Marine and 

Safety Tasmania included in 

Communication Plan. CM03: 

Marine and Coastal Users 

Consultation and Communication 

Plan 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4144 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 

as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

509 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of organisation responding to previously sent email correspondence on the 03/02/2023. 

 

Summary of Information Provided:  

• They have no direct involvement in the ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin as it is in Commonwealth 

waters. 

• They would like to be kept informed of the general nature of when activities will be taking place so they can issue a generic Notice to Mariners.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter regarding the individuals feedback on OEDP and how CoP have responded to reflect the individuals concerns. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 

about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2724 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims on the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Summary of Information Provided:  

• CoP provided phone number if individual wished to arrange and discuss this information in more detail. 

• All consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with EP, unless individual advises they don't want the information they provided 

to be published.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter regarding the individuals feedback on OEDP and how CoP have responded to reflect the individuals concerns. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 

from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 

how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 

new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 

Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) – ORG ID 11 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, specifically a not-for-profit industry 
association representing quota owners, fisherman and sellers, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of 
the activity in the South East Trawl Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks 
related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM03: Marine and Coastal 
Users Consultation and Communication Plan; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol; and Section 6.2.5.1. South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) and ConocoPhillips Australia 
agreed on a SMS engagement arrangement if the Environment Plan is accepted (Event IDs: 23, 3348).   

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association’s (SETFIA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in July 2022 (Event ID 2576). An in-person meeting was initially held in July 2022 (Event ID 2576). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on South East Trawl Fishing Industry 
Association’s (SETFIA) preferred method of consultation. South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event ID 1732). During 
consultation South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) was represented by a relevant person with multiple entities. The Record of Consultation table below shows some joint representation of 
functions, interests and activities (Event ID 1732). South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia in May 2024 (Event ID 5332). During consultation, 
ConocoPhillips Australia also provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050), as well as direct email engagement from 2022 to 2024 (Event IDs: 4253, 
1732, 24, 1735, 3051, 3348, 5296, 5315, 5353, 5352, 5354, 5355, 5406, 5405, 5413). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5406). 
  
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association’s (SETFIA including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to engage directly via 
email(s) (Event IDs: 5296, 5315, 5353, 5352, 5354, 5355, 5406, 5405, 5413). A virtual meeting was also held in May 2024 with South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association’s (SETFIA) (Event ID 5332). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association’s (SETFIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 8 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4253). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 4253, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 1158). 



 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1637, 2625). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 4253). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3050).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) (Event ID 5315). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Draft letter to commercial fishing license holders with proposed distribution date (Event ID 5296). 
 
Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 July 2022 (Event ID 2576) and an initial update about the activity on 08 February 2023 
(Event ID 4253), 275 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to South 
East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) between 08 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 170 days). 
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s):  
 Response to objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3348), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association (SETFIA) raised 5 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 



 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback Id Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of 
preparation of the EP 

1413 5332 Relevant person advised that commercial fishers are unlikely to read the Notice to 
Mariners. SETFIA offers a SMS service for registered commercial fishers and distribution to 
regional lists ensures targeted messaging. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 5332: 20240527) confirmed that an 
engagement agreement would be set up following EP acceptance and 
more than 30 days prior to start of activity and had been adopted as a 
control measure in the EP." 

1414 5332 Relevant person advised that pot-fishing license holders can post the location of their 
equipment on an SMS service. ConocoPhillips Australia can be added to the distribution 
list to monitor activity within the Otway Basin. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded to information (Event ID 5332; 
27/5/2024) that pot-fishing licence holders can post location of single line 
traps/pots/buoys on SMS service by requesting that ConocoPhillips 
Australia be added to the distribution list to see the location of activity 
within the Otway Basin. 

1415 5332 Relevant person stated that they have reviewed the draft Adjustment Protocol and 
previously provided feedback on seismic impacts but did not comment on the adjustment 
protocol for exploration drilling activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 5332; 27/5/2024) was advised that the 
stakeholder had reviewed the draft Adjustment Protocol and provided 
feedback to TGS/CGG previously on seismic impacts, but that comments 
were not in the context of comment on adjustment protocol for of 
exploration drilling activity. He was asked to provide feedback from a 
drilling perspective. 

1416 5332 Relevant person advised that pot-fishing license holders can post the location of their 
equipment on an SMS service. ConocoPhillips Australia can be added to the distribution 
list to monitor activity within the Otway Basin. 

It was agreed that ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 5332; 27/5/2024) 
would be provided with a spreadsheet against which to check details of 
commercial fishers for future correspondence 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

2 23, 3348 Request Relevant person requested that 
ConocoPhillips Australia consider a 
text message campaign prior to and 
during drilling campaign with 
suggestions on frequency and 
content focus areas. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to safe 
operations of this activity and will enter into an 
engagement arrangement with SETFIA to send 
SMSs to the western distribution list with details of 
where and when seabed survey, anchor pre-lay and 
drilling activities are scheduled to occur and regular 
updates on progress and forecast plans, and what 
controls (cautionary and exclusion zones) will be in 
place at set intervals: 
- 30 days prior to scheduled mobilisation for each 
activity  
- 2 weeks prior to mobilisation for each activity 
- 1 week prior to scheduled mobilisation for each 
activity 

ConocoPhillips to enter an 
engagement arrangement with SETFIA 
to send SMSs to the western 
distribution list with details of where 
and when seabed survey, anchor pre-
lay and drilling activities are scheduled 
to occur and regular updates on 
progress and forecast plans, and what 
controls (cautionary and exclusion 
zones) will be in place at set intervals: 
- 30 days prior to scheduled 
mobilisation for each activity  
- 2 weeks prior to mobilisation for 
each activity 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

- At commencement of each activity 
- Periodically during each activity 

- 1 week prior to scheduled 
mobilisation for each activity 
- At commencement of each activity 
- Periodically during each activity 
 
CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication Plan 

122 2576, 3348 Other Relevant person recommended that 
future project names are simplified. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Thank you for your feedback, as you would have 
seen, we have consistently used ConocoPhillips 
Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 
communicate about the proposed activity through 
consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia values 
consultation and feedback and invites any and all 
information on how we can continue to improve 
our consultation with individuals, groups and 
organisations potentially affected by the proposed 
activities to help inform the EP.  

Simplified naming of project activity to 
reduce consultation confusion. 

1026 1735 Claim Relevant person expressed concern 
that the proposed safety zones may 
not be communicated effectively to 
the fishing community. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Commercial fishers will be notified via Notice to 
Mariners and through pre-start notifications from 
ConocoPhillips Australia of where and when 
activities will be undertaken, allowing vessels to plan 
their transit to avoid increased travel time and 
distance. A Safe Operations Guide will be developed 
and implemented that details pre-activity and on-
water communication processes, including SMS 
messages and radio communication on Channel 16. 
The guide will be developed based on feedback 
from consultation with other marine and coastal 
users during the preparation of the EP and 
adjustment protocol. 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication Plan 

1052 2576 Claim Shared that their strategic priorities 
were: maintaining quotas, 
maintaining grounds and 
maintaining the sustainability of the 
fishery. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

A consequence evaluation of impacts to these 
priorities was included in EP Section 6.2.5.1 (Socio-
economic Receptors), which did not predict any 
impacts to quotas, fishing grounds or the long-term 
sustainability of the fisheries as a result of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, particularly with the 
implementation of a Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol (CM04). 

EP Section 6.2.5.1 (Socio-economic 
Receptors) was updated to reflect 
these priorities. 
CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol)  

1211 5332 Claim Relevant person suggested that 
retiring quota is not a suitable 
approach, emphasising that 
avoidance should be the primary 
strategy, followed by adjustment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to 
undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
in a manner that will not interfere with other marine 
users to a greater extent that is necessary. To 
mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia 
has committed to the development of a Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. 
Development of this protocol will occur in 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

consultation with peak fishing associations and 
individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can 
be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) for the 
exploration program. This includes a commitment 
to working with industry, relevant fishery 
associations and persons, to design an application 
process for compensation that minimises the 
potential for cumulative impacts to commercial 
fishers.  
 
No long-term impacts to fisheries are predicted as 
detailed in Section 6.2, therefore a full retirement of 
quota is not considered an appropriate response to 
this short-term, recoverable activity with no 
predicted population level impacts to commercially 
important species. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these 
claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts 
have been adequately addressed in the EP for the 
reasons outlined above.  Updates were made to EP 
Table 6-6 to reflect this evaluation. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2576 25/07/2022 Meeting - In-person MEETING IN PERSON: with stakeholder discussed future exploration activities and ongoing consultation. Focus was on building connection and 
gaining a better understanding of the organisation's priorities. Stakeholder shared their strategic priorities: 
 
- maintaining quotas 
- maintaining grounds 
- maintaining sustainability 
 
Stakeholder shared their current key Oil and Gas Interfaces: 
 
- Decommissioning 
- Risk reviews 
- Ongoing development 
- Growing requests from offshore renewables. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Stakeholder noted that calling projects by their name can be confusing and provided an alternative means of communicating project names. 
Provided overview of difference between other organisation.  

2919 14/11/2022 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation regarding consultation. Stakeholder shared current organisation focuses.  
 
COP team member shared: 
 
- That they were preparing to commence engagement around a drilling EP. 
- The organisation had been identified as a key stakeholder.  
 
There was a discussion regarding engagement arrangement and displacement. 
 
 Stakeholder noted: 
 
- They did not see any significant issues for the industry as a result of drilling activity compared to other projects.  
- That using the organisation texting service and Facebook page is a good way to engage members. 
 
COP team member flagged that they would still need to engage with the industry and that drilling had a different risk profile that would be shared 
and asked how stakeholder would like to be engaged.  
 
 Agreed that COP team would revert back to stakeholder with an outline on requested service and that stakeholder would provide a quote. 

4253 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Attachments included: 
-Letter and Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
 
COP team provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

23 13/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: from individual about recent correspondence of 08/02/23.  
 
COP team member: 
 
- Provided a brief project overview (1 new permit 1 historic, seabed surveys and drilling up to 6 exploration wells). 
- Shared that it was an exploration drilling campaign.  
 
Had a general discussion around existing offshore energy projects and consultation requests for organisation. 
 
 Stakeholder shared: 
 
- They were unaware of REGIA MSS and suggested that COP team utilize their organisation text distribution service to share information about 
consultation milestones.  
- Advice around ongoing communications and committed to sharing this via email.  
 
COP team committed to providing regular updates during development of the EP and passing on stakeholder information to REGIA team.  

1732 13/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual as follow up to telephone call with COP team member on 13/02/23. Sent to relevant person who represents 
multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

-Individual thanked COP team member for the time on the phone and provided advice around ongoing communications with relevant organisations, 
noting their core interests and who they represent.  
-Individual suggested that the COP team work directly with the individual in order to minimise risk and impact for fishing and drilling industries.  
-Individual noted widespread industry closures and structural adjustment. 

24 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email thanked them for 
their time on the phone on 13/02/23 and responded to follow up email received on 13/02/23.  
 
-Confirmed updated implementation plan thanks to individual's suggestions. 
-COP team member asked the individual if they saw value in using the plan to gain input and increase awareness of members from the relevant 
organisation during the EP process. 
-COP team member stated COP team would be in touch regarding a formal fee proposal if the EP is accepted. 

1735 14/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent from COP team on 14/02/23. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
- Individual has recommended that over-communicating what is happening in order for relevant persons to understand further actions to be taken.  
- Individual commented that members of relevant organisation likely won't make comments on the EP.  
-Individual stated they will provide recent SMS notifications sent to their relevant organisation's members during a previous campaign to COP team 
by way of example.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3051 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Individual responded to project update email sent on 24/08/23 from COP team and requested the COP team contact them regarding their relevant 
functions, interests and activities within the Otway Basin.  

3052 24/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. Called but no answer. COP team left a message requesting a call back.  
3067 25/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to stakeholder.  No answer. Left message requesting call back. 
3348 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to the objections and claims raised by the individual in relation to the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
-Formal letter attached from ConocoPhillips Australia in response to objections and claims raised by the individual.  
-COP team provided contact details in the event that further discussions are required.  

5296 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to stakeholder with attached letters for fishers on behalf of multiple titleholders regarding OMICC adjustment protocol. Sent 
to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft letter to commercial fishing license holders with proposed distribution date. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5353 17/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual responding with available days and times in response to meeting request received in previous 
correspondence on the 17/05/2024. 

5352 17/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual regarding OMICC and ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway project. Team member noted: 
• Tried to call but individual did not answer 
• Offered briefing to clarify COP role in OMICC 

5354 19/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual informing them COP team will send through a meeting invitation for the 27 May. 
5355 20/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with teams meeting invitation: 

• Provided COP team presenter information 
• Provided agenda for the meeting 
• Recommended a question and answer format 

5332 27/05/2024 Meeting - Virtual MEETING - VIRTUAL: With relevant person (RP) to provide a high-level update about the current status of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
and a high-level overview of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol, an initiative between CGG/TGS/ConocoPhillips. 
 
Information Provided: 
*  RP advised that he has reviewed the draft Adjustment Protocol and provided feedback to TGS/CGG previously on seismic impacts but didn’t 
comment on adjustment protocol for exploration drilling activity. 
*  RP advised that they offer an SMS service for members.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

* RP advised that retirement of quota would not be a suitable approach– avoidance is primary approach, then adjustment. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
*  General discussion took place about OEDP Operational Areas, seabed surveys and VSP, and maritime activity exclusion zones. 
* Conoco Phillips Australia confirmed an engagement arrangement would be set up following EP acceptance and >30 days prior to start of activity.  
* Conoco Phillips Australia also confirmed that it is consulting with other commercial fishing industry associations.   
 
Closing RP comment: No further questions. 
 
Attachments: 
* See also attached Meeting Notes. 

5406 28/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for the recent meeting. Team requested: 
- Individual to please review and provide feedback on the attached meeting notes 
- If the meeting notes are accurate to confirm acceptance via return email 
- If they have any changes to mark up via track changes and return email the amended notes. 
- Notified about confidentiality and that individual may request information be kept sensitive and not published to anyone other than the regulator. 
 
Team attached: 
- Meeting Notes 

5405 31/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding recent meeting. Email contents referred team to an attached document. 
- Individual attached meeting notes with their mark ups and suggested changes. 

5413 6/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding recent meeting. Team attached meeting notes for review. 
 



King Island Marine Research – ORG ID 013 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 King Island Marine Research was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 King Island Marine Research was identified via Email to project email. 
 King Island Marine Research is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): King Island Marine Research is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, specifically an Aquaculture Research Facility located on King Island, assessed in accordance 
with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with King Island Marine Research resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 
persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM01: Marine Assurance Process; CM02: Vessel 
and MODU Operating Procedures; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol; CM06: MODU Mooring Plan; CM08: Fauna Management Plan; CM09: Drilling Program Implementation Strategy - 
section 10.5.4. Measuring and Monitoring; CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical Management Procedures; CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP); CM14: Operational and Scientific 
Monitoring Plan (OSMP); CM15: Well Design and Delivery Process (WDDP); CM16: Source Control Emergency Response Plan (SCREP), inclusive of Relief Well Plan; CM17: NOPSEMA Accepted Well Operations 
Management Plan.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on King Island Marine Research’s preferred method of consultation (Event ID 575). An external representative of King Island Marine Research communicated with 
ConocoPhillips Australia directly and advised they represented King Island Marine Research’s interests and wanted to be consulted as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4314). King Island Marine Research later informed 
ConocoPhillips Australia of a change in representation and requested an in-person discussion regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 1039). ConocoPhillips Australia facilitated this 
request in May 2023 (Event ID 5484). King Island Marine Research has continued to engage with ConocoPhillips Australia via in-person and virtual meeting(s) (Event ID’s 684, 5484, 3074, 3077), as well as 
attendance at three webinar(s) in May, July and September 2023 (Event IDs: 1329, 2844, 3481). ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged directly with email communication(s) (Event IDs: 1767, 574, 575, 4314, 581, 684, 
875, 1039, 1083, 4315, 1086, 1088, 4316, 4317, 4318, 4319, 1119, 4320, 4321, 1181, 1182, 3970, 4154, 4155, 4156, 4157, 4158, 1322, 4323, 4322, 1326, 1342, 1341, 4325, 1645, 1647, 1815, 2441, 4160, 2657, 2716, 4161, 2722, 
2734, 2721, 2733, 4162, 2750, 3074, 2866, 4326, 3075, 3077, 3129, 3130, 3390, 3381, 3382, 4163, 3863, 4833, 4836, 4835, 5228, 5232, 5274, 5283, 6204). 
In addition to providing regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1414, 1266, 1637, 1829, 1927, 2534, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3361, 3475, 3859, 4392, 4750, 4830, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 
5199, 5210, 5247, 5485; 6288).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed King Island Marine Research that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID’s 4392, 5228, 5274). Information received 
from Eric Abetz was requested to be treated as sensitive (Event ID 5191) in an online social pinpoint consultation survey they submitted in March 2024, and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. 
An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information Report (SIR). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the King Island Marine Research including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project updates via 
campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485; 6288), and direct email (Event IDs: 5228, 5232, 5274, 5283, 6204).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to King Island Marine Research to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 10 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 5484). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial marine users and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no commercial marine user was worse off as a result of the 

activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414). 



 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 1414, 1266). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1266). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event IDs 3863, 5232). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to King Island Marine Research with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Outlined predicted impacts and risks (Event ID 5484). 
 Outlined impacts to water and sediment (Event ID 5484). 
 Outlined oil spill mitigations (Event ID 5484). 
 Outlined historical operations in area (Event ID 5484). 
 Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) (Event ID 3077). 
 Information Sheet 5 (Emissions and Discharges) (Event ID 3077). 
 Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) (Event ID 3077). 
 Provided a link to historical military ordinance risk information sheet available on the consultation hub (Event ID 5283). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
King Island Marine Research received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 247 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Marine Research between 10 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 30 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Provided a detailed response of 18 issues King Island Marine Research raised including identifying any responsive actions taken and asking further clarifying questions in July 2023 (Event ID 2657), in 

accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 Provided a further 49-page detailed response of 63 feedback(s) and sought clarification from King Island Marine Research while identifying any responsive actions taken in October 2023 (Event ID 3863), in 

accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Marine Research to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, King Island Marine Research raised 92 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 
N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 
271 3129, 3863 Relevant person provided feedback regarding the 

dependence fisheries have on the local natural 
environment to collect brood stock. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a 
manner that will not interfere with other marine users to a greater extent than is necessary for the 
reasonable exercise of the rights and performance of the duties we are permitted to carry out.  We 
believe this activity can sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal 
users. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the 
operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries and result in temporary displacement, as exclusion 
zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of seabed survey and drilling activities. These 
will be communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having an evidence-based commercial fishing adjustment 
protocol in place prior to the commencement of the drilling program which will address economic 
impact as a result of displacement.  

1356 2844 Research has been conducted on the long-term effects 
on the life cycle of the Tasmanian Rock Lobster and other 
fishing stocks. 

This information does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. 
Statement was made in relation to impacts associated with marine seismic surveys which are not 
relevant to the proposed activity. 

1357 2844 Relevant person highlighted the rapid warming of 
Tasmania's waters and recent record-breaking global 
temperatures, questioning the company's concern 
towards these environmental issues. 

This information is already reflected in EP Section 6.5.5.2 (Greenhouse Gas Emissions) which describes 
how climate change has been attributed to fundamental changes to the physical and chemical 
characteristics of the ocean, such as ocean warming, sea levels rising, acidification and deoxygenation 
(IPCC 2022);  sea surface temperatures have increased globally over recent decades and are expected 
to continue to rise; estimates of warming in the Southern Tasman Sea of between 0.6 to 0.9°C, and 
between 0.3 to 0.6°C elsewhere along the Australian coast, are predicted by 2030 (Church et al. 2006).  
Emissions that occur as a result of the proposed activity are small when compared to national 
emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

26 574, 2657 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the proximity of the 
proposed drilling activity to their 
lobster hatchery (~8 km) posing a 
risk to their business. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Attached is a map of the area showing ConocoPhillips Australia's permit 
areas and the operational area within T/49P. This operational area 
represents the area within which petroleum activities may occur and is 27 
km at the closest point to King Island.   

Information 

27 574, 2657 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the impact activities may 
have to the purity of water which 
will subsequently impact their  
business. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has made a 
commitment to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is required 
to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out 
in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that 
reduces the environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as 
low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any 
remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. 
These objectives are critical to the protection of the marine environment 
and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated with offshore 
petroleum activities. " 

Information 

28 574, 2657 Claim Relevant person claimed that since 
the seismic survey they have 
noticed adverse changes to the 
aquaculture surrounding King 
Island. Relevant person provided 
feedback that increased drilling may 
cause further harm to the fragile 
ecosystem and contribute to 
climate change. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia completed a seismic survey in the Otway Basin 
from August to October 2021. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any further seismic 
testing as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This program 
involves seabed surveys and drilling operations as per the attached 
information sheets.  Impacts associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities have been assessed with results summarised in the attached 
information sheets.  
 
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to 
the following websites for more information:  
- https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 
- https://www.tgs.com/seismic/multi-client/asia-pacific/australia/otway-
relevant-persons-consultation 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia continues to engage with peak fisheries 
associations and the University of Tasmania who conducted a survey of 
fishers, along with a review of fisheries data for the area. The majority of 
surveyed fishers indicated increasing catch rates within the area and a 
review of catch data showed that catch in tonnes appears to have 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

remained steady since 2008 for both the Tasmanian and Victorian fishing 
blocks (UTAS 2023). " 

29 2441, 574, 2657 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential impacts (i.e. 
mortality, displacement) of the 
proposed activity to the Southern 
Rock Lobster which is relied on for 
their commercial viability. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"As requested, ConocoPhillips Australia hereby provides information 
sheets on commercial fisheries, emissions and discharges and other 
marine and coastal users. 
 
We will also provide copies of draft Environment Plan chapters, once 
available, on: 
- Drilling discharges 
- Underwater Sound - Continuous and Impulsive 
- Marine Diesel Oil Spills 
- Loss of Well Control Events " 
 
"ConocoPhillips Australia completed a seismic survey in the Otway Basin 
from August to October 2021. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any further seismic 
testing as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This program 
involves seabed surveys and drilling operations as per the attached 
information sheets.  Impacts associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities have been assessed with results summarised in the attached 
information sheets.  
 
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to 
the following websites for more information:  
- https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 
- https://www.tgs.com/seismic/multi-client/asia-pacific/australia/otway-
relevant-persons-consultation 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia continues to engage with peak fisheries 
associations and the University of Tasmania who conducted a survey of 
fishers, along with a review of fisheries data for the area. The majority of 
surveyed fishers indicated increasing catch rates within the area and a 
review of catch data showed that catch in tonnes appears to have 
remained steady since 2008 for both the Tasmanian and Victorian fishing 
blocks (UTAS 2023). " 

Information 

30 574, 2657 Request Relevant person requested that they 
are provided with all environmental 
impact sections including studies 
associated with the marine 
environment, specifically around 
King Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"As requested, ConocoPhillips Australia hereby provides information 
sheets on commercial fisheries, emissions and discharges and other 
marine and coastal users. 
 
We will also provide copies of draft Environment Plan chapters, once 
available, on: 
- Drilling discharges 
- Underwater Sound - Continuous and Impulsive 
- Marine Diesel Oil Spills 
- Loss of Well Control Events " 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

212 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried how far 
the closest drill hole will be to King 
Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to 
be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational 
areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/ P79. This ensures that the 
impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. The operational area, the area within which 
seabed surveys and drilling activities can occur, is 27 km to the west of 
King Island at the closest point.  

N/A 

213 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried how many 
km the drilling will occur away from 
their hatchery. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to 
be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational 
areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/ P79. This ensures that the 
impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. The operational area, the area within which 
seabed surveys and drilling activities can occur is 27 km to the west of 
King Island at the closest point.  

N/A 

214 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried at what 
distance the drilling will begin to 
have an impact. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Routine operational discharges from seabed survey vessels, the drilling 
rig and support vessels will be of low toxicity and dilute rapidly within the 
marine environment. These discharges are typical of marine vessels and 
are treated to meet MARPOL standards. Consequently, impacts will be 
highly localised and temporary, as the treated discharges are quickly 
broken down by microbial activity and dispersed by wave action and 
local ocean currents.  
 
  
 
Routine drilling discharges from cement, cuttings and drilling fluid 
discharges occur during drilling activities, resulting in localised and 
temporary changes in water quality, but will dilute rapidly within the 
marine environment. Impacts are expected to be short-term and 
restricted to smaller areas within 2 km of each well.  
 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 
and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to physical or ecological values near King Island.  

N/A 

215 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried how big 
the scope of the proposed drilling 
operation is. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The maximum case being assessed by ConocoPhillips Australia in the 
Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program is for up to 
nine seabed surveys and maximum of six exploration wells over a five 
year period.   

N/A 

216 574, 2657 Question Relevant person requested 
information on how heat dissipate 
during the drilling process. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point.    

N/A 
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217 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried whether an 
assessment of how far heat 
radiation will extend from the 
drilling operation. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

See above response regarding the highly localised and temporary 
potential for temperature change in water.   
 
Please clarify if this request is in relation to heating of the air around the 
operations?  

N/A 

218 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried what 
would come into the hatchery as 
the result of activities. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The impact assessment, which is based on published literature from 
comparable activities, predicts that your current water intake through 
your intake pipe will not be impacted by routine operational and drilling 
discharges.   
 
  
 
Routine operational discharges are typical of marine vessels and are 
treated to meet MARPOL standards. Consequently, impacts will be highly 
localised and temporary, as the treated discharges are quickly broken 
down by microbial activity and dispersed by wave action and local ocean 
currents.  
 
  
 
Routine drilling discharges will result in localised and temporary changes 
in water quality, but will dilute rapidly within the marine environment. 
Impacts are expected to be short-term and restricted to smaller areas 
within 2 km of each well.   

N/A 

219 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried what the 
possible effects of heat radiation 
are, specifically in relation to marine 
growth and biology. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As provided above, elevated water temperature from cooling water 
discharges is predicted to be less than 11°C above ambient temperature 
within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m vertically of the discharge point.; 
and is predicted to result in highly localised, temporary and recoverable 
impacts.  

N/A 

220 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried how 
resuspension could affect their 
water inlet, i.e. could the strength of 
the water current in the area bring 
sediment in to their inlet. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

We do not anticipate that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will 
result in an increase in sediment intake through the KIMR intake inlet.  

N/A 

221 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried how 
resuspension could affect their 
water inlet. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway that could result in the resuspension of sediment 
within the vicinity of King Island that could affect your water inlet.  

N/A 

222 574, 2657 Request Relevant person requested details 
for the quantity and type of 
chemicals to be used during the 
drilling exploration process. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable. All chemicals discharged will be rated 
Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 
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Environment Plan 

(OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the Environment)) 
substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a 
complete risk assessment.    
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable.  

223 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried how 
ConocoPhillips Australia is planning 
to test the physical and 
microbiological parameters of the 
marine environment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Discharges to the marine environment are monitored with volumes 
recorded as part of the activity. The Protection of the Sea (Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships Act 1983) regulates Australian vessels with respect to 
routine operational activities and invokes certain requirements of the 
MARPOL Convention relating to discharge of noxious liquid substances 
including oil, sewage, putrescible waste, garbage, air pollution etc. The 
drilling rig and activity vessels will be required to comply with these 
requirements.  
 
  
 
Regarding drilling discharges, a cuttings management system will be in 
place that uses a closed circulating system to reduce the concentration 
of drilling mud on cuttings prior to discharge, thereby reducing the total 
volume discharged to sea. In addition, adherence to international best 
practice standards is required including:  
 
Environmental, Health, and Safety Guidelines Offshore Oil and Gas 
Development (IFC 2015) – Drilling Fluids and Drilled Cuttings Guidance 
Number 53 which that consideration of discharges of drilling fluids 
including chemical content.  
 
Environmental, Health, and Safety Guidelines Offshore Oil and Gas 
Development (IFC 2015) – Drilling Fluids and Drilled Cuttings Guidance 
Number 59 which requires that environmental hazards related to residual 
chemical additives on discharged cuttings are reduced through the 
drilling fluid selection.  

CM01: Marine 
Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and 
MODU Operating 
Procedures 
CM09: Drilling 
Program 
Implementation 
Strategy - section 
10.5.4. Measuring 
and Monitoring 

224 574, 2657 Question Relevant person queried if 
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of 
any potential geological impact. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most been recently carried out 
in 2021-22. ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
is targeting similar geological formations and depths to those previously 
drilled in the Otway. Drilling operations have a very small footprint, with 
a maximum diameter of 42 inches (1.07m) for each well. All wells in the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be safely plugged and 
abandoned, as per Australian regulatory requirements, with negligible 
geological impact at the time of drilling (penetration of the formations at 
the point of the well) and no predicted short or long-term impacts.  

N/A 
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270 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that the 
drilling program will hamper their 
operations and the lobsters that 
inhabit them. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia seeks further information on how KIMR believes 
the offshore drilling operation will hamper the onshore aquaculture 
operations of KIMR.  
 
We refer you to our correspondence on 31 July where we outlined our 
assessment on routine drilling discharges, routine operational discharges, 
temperature changes, sediment, emissions and discharges.  

N/A 

272 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that gas 
exploration and drilling, specifically 
thermal discharges, can affect the 
physical properties of water by 
elevating the localised temperature 
at discharge locations potentially 
disrupting the thermal balance of 
the ecosystem. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to 
remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing overheating 
and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water temperature 
from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 11°C above 
ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m vertically of 
the discharge point and is predicted to result in small-scale, highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 
 
As such we do not believe thermal discharges have the potential to 
impact KIMR, and would refer you to our draft EP chapter 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and chapter 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges 
available via our online consultation hub.  

Information 

275 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that gas 
exploration and drilling can affect 
the physical properties of water, 
including circulation due to the 
creation of physical barriers that 
impede water flow and cause 
changes in currents, impacting the 
distribution of heat and nutrients in 
the affected areas, potentially 
affecting temperature gradients and 
other parameters. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with exploration drilling are assessed 
in the draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to construct offshore platforms, 
infrastructure or pipelines and, as such, the objection or claim is not 
relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates and is beyond 
the scope of this assessment.  
 
Alteration of water circulation patterns is not predicted to occur as a 
result of the presence of the drill rig in the area given the short duration 
of the activity (maximum of 90 days at any location) and the semi-
submersible nature of the drill rig not presenting a permanent barrier.  

N/A 

276 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that gas 
exploration and drilling can affect 
the physical properties of water, 
including sediment resuspension 
from the seafloor due to 
construction and drilling operations, 
increasing turbidity, impacting 
parameters related to light 
availability and photosynthesis. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with seabed disturbance including 
temporary increases in sedimentation and turbidity are assessed in 
Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway that could result in the resuspension of sediment 
within the vicinity of King Island that could affect your water inlet. 
Impacts are predicted to be restricted to the sensitivities located on the 

Information 
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seabed within or adjacent to the impacted area. 
 
A study on the recovery of seabed following bottom trawling activities 
identified faster recovery times for coarse-sediment (sand) compared to 
fine-sediment regions (Hiddink et al. 2017). Dernie et al. (2003) identified 
that benthic community recovery time following physical disturbance in 
soft sediment habitats varied from 64 days for low intensity disturbances, 
up to 208 days following higher intensity disturbance. For Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program activities, it is expected that following the 
removal of anchors and other equipment, disturbed areas will recolonise 
quickly as impacted areas are small and the benthic habitat is consistent 
with the low intensity disturbances recovery period, as identified by both 
studies Hiddink et al. 2017, and Dernie et al 2003. Impacts are not 
expected to cause long lasting changes to population characteristics. 
 
During anchoring activities, there is also the potential for soft sediments 
to be suspended into the water column, which may affect benthic 
communities through a decrease in water quality or light penetration 
near the seabed (NERA 2018). Given the hydrodynamics in open ocean 
areas, the area of decreased water quality is expected to be localised and 
temporary, as sediments would settle out of the water column relatively 
quickly. The seabed in the operational area likely consists of a sandy floor 
within an open ocean area thus impacts in relation to suspended 
sediments from benthic disturbance would be on a similar localised and 
temporary scale, or less, as identified by NERA (2018). 
 
Further, benthic invertebrates (such as the giant crab and southern rock 
lobster) are mobile species and are generally less vulnerable than sessile 
taxa to sedimentation, as they are able to move to areas with less 
sediment accumulation or by more efficiently physically removing 
particles (Fraser et al. 2017).  

277 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that stated 
that gas exploration and drilling, 
specifically from chemical 
discharges, can affect the physical 
properties of water, by introducing 
substances that may alter water 
chemistry and adversely impact 
parameters such as pH, salinity and 
dissolved oxygen levels.  

 
Impacts to water quality associated with exploration drilling are assessed 
in the draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
routine operational discharges from seabed survey vessels, the drilling 
rig and support vessels will be of low toxicity and dilute rapidly within the 
marine environment. These discharges are typical of marine vessels and 
are treated to meet MARPOL standards. Consequently, impacts will be 
highly localised and temporary, as the treated discharges are quickly 
broken down by microbial activity and dispersed by wave action and 
local ocean currents.   
 
Further, routine drilling discharges from cement, cuttings and drilling 
fluid discharges will occur during drilling activities, resulting in localised 
and temporary changes in water quality. These are predicted to dilute 

Information 
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rapidly within the marine environment, with impacts expected to be 
short-term and restricted to smaller areas within 2 km of each well. Given 
that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island and 
impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to physical or ecological values near King Island, including 
water quality parameters such as pH, salinity, and dissolved oxygen 
levels. 

278 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding underwater noise 
impacting aquatic species, 
especially lobsters. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate non-impulsive 
(continuous) and impulsive underwater sound. The impact assessments 
for these aspects of the proposed activity are provided in draft 
Environment Plan chapters 6.6 and 6.7: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
Sound exposure impacts to invertebrates including southern rock lobster, 
relevant to your functions, interests and activities, are expected to be 
restricted to within metres of continuous sound sources.  At such a 
localised extent, impacts would be negligible at an ecosystem or 
population level and change in catch is considered highly unlikely.  
 
Underwater impulsive sounds from seabed surveys and short-term (20 
hours per well) downhole formation evaluation are not predicted to 
reach the effect criteria for invertebrates at the seafloor. The maximum 
distance to the no effect criteria at the seafloor was reached at 170 m. 
Therefore, within water depths < 170 m, marine invertebrates directly 
below the impulsive sound source for downhole formation evaluation are 
likely to detect a change in ambient sound; however, negligible 
consequences are predicted.  

Information 

279 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the construction of 
offshore platforms and laying of 
pipelined resulting in habitat 
destruction, resulting in the 
relocation of lobsters impacting 
survival and reproductive success. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is an exploration drilling 
program and is not proposing the installation of any permanent 
infrastructure.  The activity presented in the environment plan is for a 
drilling rig to be in a drilling location for a maximum of 90 days. As such, 
this is assessed as a short-term and recoverable activity.  
 
Impacts associated with seabed disturbance including a change in 
habitat are assessed in Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
The impact assessment found that receptors impacted by seabed 
disturbance will be limited to the benthic invertebrates, sessile epifauna 
and associated benthic habitats located within each drilling area (within 2 
km radius of each well location).  The extent of direct seabed disturbance 
is predicted to be 0.006 km2 per well, or 0.037 km2 in total. Direct 
contact by anchors, anchor wires/chains, drilling wellhead and survey 
activities can damage seabed habitats and the associated benthic marine 
fauna and flora. Indirect impacts can result from increased turbidity and 
sedimentation within the water column.  

CM06: MODU 
Mooring Plan 
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A study on the recovery of seabed following bottom trawling activities 
identified faster recovery times for coarse-sediment (sand) compared to 
fine-sediment regions (Hiddink et al. 2017). Dernie et al. (2003) identified 
that benthic community recovery time following physical disturbance in 
soft sediment habitats varied from 64 days for low intensity disturbances, 
up to 208 days following higher intensity disturbance. For Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program activities, it is expected that following the 
removal of anchors and other equipment, disturbed areas will recolonise 
quickly as impacted areas are small and the benthic habitat is consistent 
with the low intensity disturbances recovery period, as identified by both 
studies Hiddink et al. 2017, and Dernie et al 2003. Consequently, impacts 
are not expected to cause long lasting changes to population 
characteristics.  
 
During anchoring activities, there is also the potential for soft sediments 
to be suspended into the water column, which may affect benthic 
communities through a decrease in water quality or light penetration 
near the seabed (NERA 2018). Given the hydrodynamics in open ocean 
areas, the area of decreased water quality is expected to be localised and 
temporary, as sediments would settle out of the water column relatively 
quickly. The seabed in the operational area likely consists of a sandy floor 
within an open ocean area thus impacts in relation to suspended 
sediments from benthic disturbance would be on a similar localised and 
temporary scale, or less, as identified by NERA (2018). The consequence 
severity of seabed disturbance impacts to the ecological environment is 
assessed as minor. 
 
Further, benthic invertebrates (such as the giant crab and southern rock 
lobster) are mobile species and are generally less vulnerable than sessile 
taxa to sedimentation, as they are able to move to areas with less 
sediment accumulation or by more efficiently physically removing 
particles (Fraser et al. 2017).  

280 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding underwater noise 
impacting aquatic species, 
especially lobsters. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct seismic testing or 
undertake construction as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. ConocoPhillips Australia's program involves seabed surveys 
and drilling operations. 
 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate non-impulsive 
(continuous) and impulsive underwater sound. The impact assessments 
for these aspects of the proposed activity are provided in draft 
Environment Plan chapters 6.6 and 6.7: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
Sound exposure impacts to invertebrates including southern rock lobster, 
relevant to your functions, interests and activities, are expected to be 
restricted to within metres of continuous sound sources.  At such a 

N/A 
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localised extent, impacts would be negligible at an ecosystem or 
population level and change in catch is considered highly unlikely.  
 
Underwater impulsive sounds from seabed surveys and short-term (20 
hours per well) downhole formation evaluation are not predicted to 
reach the effect criteria for invertebrates at the seafloor. The maximum 
distance to the no effect criteria at the seafloor was reached at 170 m. 
Therefore, within water depths < 170 m, marine invertebrates directly 
below the impulsive sound source for downhole formation evaluation are 
likely to detect a change in ambient sound; however, negligible 
consequences are predicted.  

281 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that gas 
exploration and drilling can have 
significant impacts, particularly 
through water contamination, on 
marine life (including lobsters) as 
chemicals released into the marine 
environment can impact water 
quality and habitat composition. In 
particular,  lobsters, as filter feeders, 
are susceptible to ingesting and 
accumulating pollutants, which may 
have long-term negative effects on 
their health, growth, and 
reproduction. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As communicated in our correspondence ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 
dated 31 July 2023, although, at this stage, we do not know the full 
details of the quantity and type of chemicals that may be used at all 
steps of the exploration drilling process, we can provide information 
about the chemical selection process we will implement to ensure that all 
selected chemicals are of low or no toxicity to the marine environment. 
The procedure will require all chemicals used and potentially discharged 
to the sea to be environmentally acceptable. All chemicals discharged 
will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore Chemical 
Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the 
Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic 
(OSPAR), or have a complete risk assessment.  
 
Routine drilling discharges of cement, cuttings and drilling fluid do occur 
during drilling activities, resulting in localised and temporary changes in 
water quality, but will dilute rapidly within the marine environment. 
Dilution factors identified by Hinwood et al. (1994) and Neff (2005) show 
that turbidity in the water column is expected to be reduced to below 10 
mg/L (9 ppm) within 100 m of release. This suggests that suspended 
sediment concentrations caused by the discharge of drill cuttings will be 
substantially below the levels required to cause an effect on fish or 
invertebrate larvae (i.e. predicted levels are well below a 96-hr exposure 
at 100 mg/L, or instantaneous 500 mg/L exposure) and minimal impact 
to larvae is expected from the discharge of drill cuttings. 
 
Changes in water quality as a result of planned discharges of BOP fluids 
are expected to mix rapidly and any impact to sediments and benthic 
biota including invertebrates is not predicted. 
 
Impacts are expected to be short-term and restricted to smaller areas 
within 2 km of each well. Given that the closest possible drilling location 
is 27 km from King Island and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of 
each well, no changes are predicted to physical or ecological values near 
King Island. 
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282 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that gas 
exploration and drilling can have 
significant impacts (displacement 
and disturbance to natural 
processes) on marine life, including 
lobsters which can potential leading 
to population declines. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the installation 
of any permanent drilling platforms, pipelines, nor associated 
infrastructure. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-
term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
 
Impacts associated with seabed disturbance including a change in 
habitat are assessed in Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
The impact assessment found that receptors impacted by seabed 
disturbance will be limited to the benthic invertebrates, sessile epifauna 
and associated benthic habitats located within each drilling area (within 2 
km radius of each well location).  The extent of direct seabed disturbance 
is predicted to be 0.006 km2 per well, or 0.037 km2 in total. Direct 
contact by anchors, anchor wires/chains, drilling wellhead and survey 
activities can damage seabed habitats and the associated benthic marine 
fauna and flora.  
 
A study on the recovery of seabed following bottom trawling activities 
identified faster recovery times for coarse-sediment (sand) compared to 
fine-sediment regions (Hiddink et al. 2017). Dernie et al. (2003) identified 
that benthic community recovery time following physical disturbance in 
soft sediment habitats varied from 64 days for low intensity disturbances, 
up to 208 days following higher intensity disturbance. For the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, it is expected that following the removal of 
anchors and other equipment, disturbed areas will recolonise quickly as 
impacted areas are small and the benthic habitat is consistent with the 
low intensity disturbances recovery period, as identified by both studies 
Hiddink et al. 2017, and Dernie et al 2003. Consequently, impacts are not 
expected to cause long lasting changes to population characteristics.  

N/A 

283 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person advised that gas 
exploration and drilling can have 
significant impacts, particularly 
through bioaccumulation, on 
marine life, including lobsters as 
heavy metals released could result 
in long-term damage.  Information 
was cited Nkechi et al., 2019 and Xu 
et al., 2018. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Whilst planned discharges of drill cuttings and fluids into the marine 
environment have the potential to alter water and sediment quality and 
habitat composition within the operational areas, discharges will be of 
low toxicity, will be localised and rapidly disperse in the marine 
environment. 
As detailed in Section 6.8.5.1 (Drill Cuttings and Fluids) of the 
ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
(EP) drilling will be completed with the use of: 
• small quantities of seawater and high-viscosity gel sweeps; and 
• water-based drilling fluids (WBDF). 
 
Whilst the EP retains the contingency to use non-aqueous drilling fluids 
(NADF), this will be subject to formal technical justification and additional 
treatment requirements. 
 
Seawater and high-viscosity gel sweeps consist of pre-hydrated 
bentonite, viscosifier (e.g. Xanthum gum) and often a small 
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concentrations of soda ash. They do not contain oils or heavy metals. 
 
WBDF have been shown to have little or no toxicity to marine organisms 
due to the inert / PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the Environment) 
nature of its components (Jones et al. 1996). One component of water-
based mud discharges is barite (or Barium sulphate). Barite is insoluble 
and has been widely shown to accumulate in sediments following drilling 
(reviewed by Hartley 1996), and is of low bioavailability and toxicity to 
benthic organisms.  
 
Metals present in drilling fluids generally resemble that of marine 
sediments, albeit with concentrations of some metals higher than clean 
marine sediments (Neff, 2005). Metals associated with WBDF drill 
cuttings have been shown to have a low bioavailability as they tend to 
remain in a non-ionic form, remaining bound to other compounds, 
presenting a low toxicity risk to marine fauna (Neff, 2005). In general, the 
acute toxicity of WBDF is low (Neff, 2005). 
 
Modelling of cuttings pile relocation (disturbance and re-deposition) has 
confirmed that potential impacts of metals are minimal and disturbance 
of cuttings drilled with WBDF is not expected to result in any significant 
impact (OSPAR, 2019). Generally, impacts from disturbed cuttings drilled 
with WBDF are expected to be minor and resemble the impacts from 
currently consented cuttings discharges (OSPAR, 2019). 
 
Cuttings generated using NAFs do not disperse as effectively as those 
generated with WBDFs (Neff, 2005) and therefore the extent of impact 
will be reduced. Toxicity test results from NAFs in one study showed that 
the olefin and paraffin oil components that made up the synthetic 
component in the NAF was non-toxic to the water-dwelling organisms 
studied (Neff et al., 2000). However, sediment toxicity results vary 
depending on the type of olefin or paraffin. 
 
Marine fauna that are exposed in the laboratory or field to cuttings in 
sediments do not bioaccumulate significant quantities of metals (Hartley 
et al., 2003). There is some evidence of a limited bioavailability of a few 
metals, such as Pb and Zn, which are present in cuttings piles; however, 
doubt remains that metal bioaccumulation in marine fauna from cuttings 
piles is sufficient to cause harmful effects in marine fauna living on or 
near cuttings piles (OSPAR, 2019). Neff (2010) concludes that, due to a 
lack of toxicity and low bioaccumulation potential of drilling fluids, the 
effects of drilling discharges are highly localised and are not expected to 
spread through the food web. 
 
We note the 2 studies referenced in your enquiry of Nkechi et al. 2019 
and Xu et al. 2018. Upon review, it was noted that both refer to the 
bioaccumulation of heavy metals within oil-based muds. As detailed with 
in Section 6.8.5.1 of the EP oil-based muds are unlikely to be used during 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. We also note that within Nkechi 
et al. 2019 the study areas are within Lagos lagoon and adjacent 
mangrove swamps which does not represent the same well mixed 
conditions present within the Otway area. In addition, Xu et al. 2018 
investigates oil-based muds present in terrestrial environments plus 
holding tanks used within the exploration of shale gas, conditions which 
again are not present within the Otway area. 
 
References: 
Jones TG and Hughes TL (1996) ‘Drilling fluid suspensions’, in 
Suspensions: Fundamentals and Applications in the Petroleum Industry, 
Advances in chemistry, 10: 463-564. 
Neff JM (2005) ‘Composition, environmental fates, and biological effects 
of water based drilling muds and cuttings discharged to the marine 
environment: a synthesis and annotated bibliography’, Report prepared 
for the Petroleum Environmental Research Forum, American Petroleum 
Institute, Washington DC. 
Neff, J.M., Ostazeski, S., Gardiner, W., & Stejskal, I. (2000). Effects of 
weathering on the toxicity of three offshore Australian crude oil and a 
diesel fuel to marine animals. Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 
19:1809–1821. 
Neff JM (2010) ‘Fate and effects of water based drilling muds and 
cuttings in cold water environments’, prepared for Shell E&P Company. 
Nkechi IA, Ebere OC, Abiodun YW (2019). Bioaccumulation of Heavy 
Metals in Oily Drill Cuttings by Mangrove Littoral Periwinkle 
(Tympanotonus fuscatus) of the Lagos Lagoon. American Journal of 
Agricultural Science. Vol. 6, No. 2, 2019, pp. 25-32. 
OSPAR (2019). Assessment of the disturbance of drill cuttings during 
decommissioning. Offshore Oil & Gas Industry Series. ISBN 978-1-
911458-85-2 Publication Number:745/2019 
Xu T, Wang L, Wang X, Li T, Zhan X (2018). Heavy metal pollution of oil-
based drill cuttings at a shale gas drilling field in Chongqing, China: A 
human health risk assessment for the workers, Ecotoxicology and 
Environmental Safety, Volume 165, 2018, Pages 160-163. 

284 3129, 3863 Claim;Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person advised that 
hatcheries have been affected by 
gas exploration and drilling (ex. 
Queensland coal seam gas 
extraction raised concerns about 
the potential to impact nearby 
hatcheries), with extraction process 
involving hydraulic fracturing and 
the extraction of large volumes of 
ground water. Information was cited 
Randall, 2015. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will not be hydraulically fracturing any wells, nor 
extracting groundwater during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the 
objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan 
relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  

N/A 
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Environment Plan 

https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

285 3129, 3863 Claim;Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person advised that 
hatcheries have been impacted by 
gas exploration and drilling (ex. 
Deep water horizon spill had 
inverse effects on the spawning 
grounds and larval stages of 
numerous fish species). Information 
was cited Sumaila et al., 2012. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed: the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates; the risks associated with spill response activities 
in draft Environment Plan chapter 7.9; and has developed an information 
sheet to help explain the assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
The impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King Island is 
dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of year and 
the metocean conditions. High threshold shoreline loading may impact 
King Island in the extremely unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs 
during drilling in the central zone of T/49P. However, due to the physical 
properties of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to wash up on 
shorelines and the exposed nature of these shorelines, coating of 
invertebrates and prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered 
highly unlikely. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor. More detail on the assessment can be found in 
chapter 7.7. 

CM09: Drilling 
Program 
CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA 
Accepted Oil 
Pollution 
Emergency Plan 
(OPEP) 
CM14: Operational 
and Scientific 
Monitoring Plan 
(OSMP) 
CM15: Well Design 
and Delivery 
Process (WDDP) 
CM16: Source 
Control Emergency 
Response Plan 
(SCREP), inclusive 
of Relief Well Plan 
CM17: NOPSEMA 
Accepted Well 
Operations 
Management Plan 

286 3129, 3863 Claim;Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person advised that 
hatcheries have been affected by 
gas exploration and drilling (ex. 
Sakhalin Island, in the Sea of 
Okhotsk an oil and gas project 
raised concerns about its impact on 
the critically endangered Western 
Pacific gray whales. The project 
involved offshore drilling and 
pipeline construction, potentially 
affecting the whales' feeding areas 
and migration routes. Information 
was cited Leonov, A. 2000). 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to discharge wastewaters into a 
creek during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is 
not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond 
the scope of this assessment. 
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Cons
ultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf 
 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of planned discharges 
in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9 and the risk of unplanned 
releases (including loss of wastes or materials overboard, minor loss of 
containment and credible worst-case spill scenarios) in draft Environment 
Plan chapters 7.2, 7.3, 7.6 and 7.7, and has provided information to you 
on these releases, where relevant, in response to other objections and 
claims. 

287 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding cases where hatcheries 
have been affected by wastewater 
spills to creeks affecting 
downstream water quality and 
environmental health. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to discharge wastewaters into a 
river during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is 
not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond 
the scope of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  
 
Routine drilling discharges of cement, cuttings and drilling fluids do 
occur during drilling activities, resulting in localised and temporary 
changes in water quality, but will dilute rapidly within the marine 
environment. Consequently, impacts are expected to be short-term and 
restricted to smaller areas within 2 km of each well. Given that the closest 
possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island and impacts are 
restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are predicted to 
physical or ecological values near King Island or the KIMRC seawater 
intake. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of planned discharges 
in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9 and the risk of unplanned 
releases (including loss of wastes or materials overboard, minor loss of 
containment and credible worst-case spill scenarios) in draft Environment 
Plan chapters 7.2, 7.3, 7.6 and 7.7, and has provided information to you 
on these releases, where relevant, in response to other objections and 
claims. 

N/A 

288 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding cases where hatcheries 
have been affected by wastewater 
spills to creeks affecting 
downstream water quality and 
environmental health. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to discharge wastewaters into a 
creek during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is 
not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond 
the scope of this assessment.  
 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of planned discharges 
in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9 and the risk of unplanned 
releases (including loss of wastes or materials overboard, minor loss of 
containment and credible worst-case spill scenarios) in draft Environment 
Plan chapters 7.2, 7.3, 7.6 and 7.7, and has provided information to you 
on these releases, where relevant, in response to other objections and 
claims. 

289 3129, 3863 Statement Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding historical incidents 
associated with ConocoPhillips 
operations globally.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing onshore or 
offshore production operations such as those listed in your feedback. 
The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
 
In regard to offshore exploration drilling, ConocoPhillips successfully 
drilled 50 exploration and appraisal wells between 2013 and 2023 across 
shallow water, deep water, ultra deep water in Angola, Australia, China, 
Malaysia, Norway, UK and the USA, with zero LOWC events, i.e. situations 
where well control equipment failed resulting in an uncontrolled release 
of formation fluids contributing to a fire, pollution event and/or direct 
impacts to personnel where regaining control of the well requires a 3rd 
party well control specialist). 

N/A 

290 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
subsurface pressure and flow 
patterns can be altered during 
drilling and potentially lead to 
changes in groundwater levels, 
aquifer depletion, or induce seismic 
activity. 
Information was cited Zoback and 
Gorelick, 2012." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The drilling fluid used for the drilling campaign will be designed to 
minimise the pressure exerted on the surrounding formations during 
drilling, whilst still maintaining well control and wellbore integrity.  
The drilling fluid will also contain an engineered bridging package to 
create a seal at the drilling fluid/formation interface. This will significantly 
reduce the likelihood of any fluid losses. No fluid injection is planned for 
the drilling campaign.  
The detailed well design(s) for the campaign are submitted to the 
Australian Regulator to ensure compliance with all safety and well 
integrity regulations. 

CM09: Drilling 
Program 
CM15: Well Design 
and Delivery 
Process (WDDP) 
CM17: NOPSEMA 
Accepted Well 
Operations 
Management Plan 

291 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that fluids 
and solids are introduced into 
geological formations during 
drilling which can cause damage to 
the reservoir rock. 
Information was cited Blasingame 
and Holditch, 1985." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The drilling fluid used for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be 
designed to minimise the pressure exerted on the formations during 
drilling, whilst still maintaining well control and wellbore integrity. The 
drilling fluid will also contain an engineered bridging package to create a 
seal at the drilling fluid/formation interface. This will significantly reduce 
the likelihood of any fluid losses. No fluid injection is planned for the 
drilling program. The detailed well design(s) for the program are 
submitted to the Australian Regulator to ensure compliance with all 
safety and well integrity regulations. 

CM09: Drilling 
Program 
CM15: Well Design 
and Delivery 
Process (WDDP) 
CM17: NOPSEMA 
Accepted Well 
Operations 
Management Plan 
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292 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that in areas 
where significant fluid extraction 
occurs, land subsidence may occur 
due to the compaction of reservoir 
rocks and can have long-term 
implications for the Otway Basin 
environment and infrastructure. 
Information was cited Galloway and 
Burbey, 2011. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing any significant extraction of 
fluids during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is 
not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond 
the scope of this assessment.  

N/A 

293 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
improper handling of drilling fluids, 
spills, or leaks from drilling 
operations can lead to the 
contamination of groundwater, 
affecting both water quality and the 
viability of groundwater resources 
and its adjacent areas. 
Information was cited Jackson et al., 
2013." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The selection of drilling fluid and the detailed processes and guidelines 
around the use and handling of drilling fluid limits the potential for spills, 
leaks or losses. No groundwater contamination has occurred during 
drilling in the offshore Otway over the past 55 years. 

CM09: Drilling 
Program 
CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 

294 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that high-
intensity drilling activities, 
particularly hydraulic fracturing 
have been linked to an increased 
occurrence of small to moderate 
earthquakes in some region which 
can pose a risk to infrastructure and 
public safety. Information was cited 
Ellsworth, 2013. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will not be hydraulically fracturing any wells 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in 
the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant 
to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope 
of this assessment.  
 
The drilling fluid used for the drilling program will be designed to 
minimise the pressure exerted on the formations during drilling, whilst 
still maintaining well control and wellbore integrity. The drilling fluid will 
also contain an engineered bridging package to create a seal at the 
drilling fluid/formation interface. This will significantly reduce the 
likelihood of any fluid losses. No fluid injection is planned for the drilling 
program. The detailed well design(s) for the program are submitted to 
the Australian Regulator to ensure compliance with all safety and well 
integrity regulations.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

N/A 

295 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
elevated temperatures can increase 
the metabolic rate of lobsters and 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

potentially lead to initially faster 
growth, however prolonged 
exposure to high temperatures can 
stress the lobsters and affect overall 
growth rates. 
Information was cited Ong and 
Burnett, 1997." 

temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 

296 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
warmer temperatures can 
accelerate moulting and 
development which might result in 
softer shells, leaving lobsters more 
vulnerable to predation and injury. 
Information was cited Aiken and 
Waddy, 1993." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 

N/A 

297 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that heat 
can influence the reproductive 
behaviour of lobsters (i.e. changes 
in mating patterns, migration, and 
spawning times) which can have 
implications for the reproductive 
success of populations. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 

N/A 

298 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that 
prolonged exposure to high 
temperatures can lead to 
physiological stress in lobsters 
which can compromise the immune 
system and result in higher 
susceptible to disease.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 

N/A 

299 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that 
increasing water temperatures due 
to climate change can lead to shifts 
in the distribution and habitat 
preferences of lobsters.  

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 
 
In regard to climate change, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
assess the impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. 
Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the 
operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in 
the event that hydrocarbons are discovered.  The total expected direct 
GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 83 kT CO2-e over the 
project life assuming realistic operational condition (typical drilling 
duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at 
maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG 
load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national 

N/A 
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Environment Plan 

emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have 
determinable impacts.  

300 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that 
changes in lobster populations can 
have cascading effects on marine 
ecosystems, and that altered lobster 
growth and behaviour can impact 
the food web dynamics of the 
ecosystem. Information was cited 
Fogarty et al., 2007. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The impact assessments conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia do not 
predict changes in lobster populations as a result of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
The impacts of seabed disturbance are expected to be temporary and 
localised, with the impacted area of seabed anticipated to return to pre-
impacted state with no long-term effects to habitat, population 
characteristics or productivity. 
 
Sound exposure impacts to invertebrates (i.e. southern rock lobster) are 
expected to be restricted to within metres of the continuous sound 
source. At such a localised extent, impacts would be negligible at an 
ecosystem or population level. Underwater impulsive sound is not 
predicted to reach the effect criteria for invertebrates at the seafloor. The 
maximum distance to the no effect criteria at the seafloor was reached at 
170 m. Therefore, within water depths < 170 m, marine invertebrates 
directly below the VSP impulsive sound source are likely to detect a 
change in ambient sound; however, Negligible (1) consequences are 
predicted.  
 
Further, the southern rock lobster fisheries in Victoria and Tasmania all 
have stock listed as a sustainable status (FRDC 2020; 2020a) and this 
species does not have an EPBC threatened status. Therefore, any minor 
impacts are unlikely to affect the productivity of this population. 

N/A 

301 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding crop yield reductions, 
disruption of forest ecosystems and 
melting of permafrost associated 
with heat stress and global warming 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the Environment 
Plan relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b 

N/A 

302 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that high 
ocean temperatures can lead to 
coral bleaching which weakens the 
corals and can result in coral death. 
Information was cited Hughes et al., 
2017. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 
 
In regard to climate change, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
assess the impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. 

N/A 
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Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the 
operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in 
the event that hydrocarbons are discovered.  The total expected direct 
GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 83 kT CO2-e over the 
project life assuming realistic operational condition (typical drilling 
duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at 
maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG 
load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national 
emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have 
determinable impacts.  

303 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that 
elevated temperatures in aquatic 
ecosystems can lead to shifts in 
species distributions, changes in 
predator-prey interactions, and 
disruptions in nutrient cycling. 
Information was cited Woodward et 
al., 2010. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 

N/A 

304 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding disturbed sediments 
carrying contaminants including 
heavy metals and hydrocarbons 
affecting water inlet pipes. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with seabed disturbance including 
temporary increases in sedimentation and turbidity are assessed in 
Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, we do not anticipate that 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in an increase in 
sediment intake through the KIMR intake inlet.  Impacts are predicted to 
be restricted to the sensitivities located on the seabed within or adjacent 
to the impacted area.  

N/A 

305 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that when 
drilling involves oil or hydrocarbon 
extraction, there's a risk of oil spills 
or leakage which can have severe 
impacts on water quality and 
marine life. Information was cited 
NRC, 2003. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the extraction 
of commercial quantities of hydrocarbons. Spill risks associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program are assessed in draft Environment 
Plan chapters 7.6 and 7.7. 
 
Potential impacts to marine invertebrates are assessed in Table 7-19 for a 
release of marine diesel oil (MDO) associated with a vessel collision 
scenario, and Table 7-32 for a release of gas condensate associated with 
a loss of well control scenario. Due to the physical properties of 
hydrocarbons and the well- mixed nature of the waters of the region, 
coating of invertebrates and prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is 
considered highly unlikely and the consequence to invertebrate 
communities is assessed as minor. 
 
Potential impacts to other marine and coastal users, including 
aquaculture facilities, are assessed in Tables 7-24 and 7-37. The 

Although 
ConocoPhillips 
initial assessment 
(in draft EP chapter 
7.7) assigned a 
consequence rating 
to other marine 
and coastal users of 
minor, it is 
understood that for 
aquaculture 
facilities, closure of 
seawater intakes is 
likely to result in a 
loss of production 
with a moderate 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

consequence is assessed as minor for an MDO release given the offshore 
nature of the spill and anticipated rapid weathering. Regarding a loss of 
well control incident, marine users most at risk of in-water hydrocarbons 
are largely restricted to shallower coastal waters and shorelines where 
exposure is expected at moderate thresholds. Precautionary exclusion 
from these areas may be implemented by local governments until water 
quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual hydrocarbons.  
 
Although ConocoPhillips initial assessment (in draft EP chapter 7.7) 
assigned a consequence rating to other marine and coastal users as 
minor, it is understood that for aquaculture facilities, closure of seawater 
intakes is likely to result in a loss of production and a moderate 
consequence. This change does not affect the risk rating of medium (RR 
II) for other marine and coastal users but has been reflected in the 
Environment Plan. 

consequence. This 
change does not 
affect the risk rating 
of medium (RR II) 
for other marine 
and coastal users, 
but has been 
reflected in the 
Environment Plan. 

306 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that drilling 
fluids and additives can contain 
various chemicals, such as biocides, 
lubricants, and corrosion inhibitors 
which can enter the water supply. 
Information was cited NASEM, 
2020. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable. All chemicals discharged will be rated 
Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme 
(OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the Environment)) 
substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a 
complete risk assessment.   
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 
and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality near the King Island Marine Research Centre 
seawater intake. 

CM09: Drilling 
Program 
CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 

307 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that cooling 
water used in drilling processes may 
carry excess heat, which could 
affect the temperature and thermal 
characteristics of the water entering 
the hatchery. Information was cited 
Ruddick and Anctil, 2002. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cooling water may be discharged during the drilling activity. Cooling 
water is used to remove heat from equipment or processes to preventing 
overheating and maintain optimal operating conditions. Elevated water 
temperature from cooling water discharges is predicted to be less than 
11°C above ambient temperature within 100 m (horizontally) and 10 m 
vertically of the discharge point and is predicted to result in highly 
localised, temporary and recoverable impacts. 
 
Given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway that could result in increased water temperature 
within the vicinity of King Island that could affect your water inlet. 

Information 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

308 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding heavy metals naturally 
present in rock formations being 
mobilised posing a risk to aquatic 
organisms. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The geological characteristics and lithology of the offshore Otway Basin 
are typical of offshore marine sedimentary deposits, being primarily 
sandstones, siltstones, organic-rich mudstones, claystones and 
limestones.  High concentrations of heavy metals are not typically 
associated with these lithologies or the geological processes that form 
them. Further, metals associated with drill cuttings have been shown to 
have a low bioavailability as they tend to remain in a non-ionic form, 
remaining bound to other compounds, presenting a low toxicity risk to 
marine fauna (Neff, 2005).  
 
Neff JM (2005) ‘Composition, environmental fates, and biological effects 
of water based drilling muds and cuttings discharged to the marine 
environment: a synthesis and annotated bibliography’, Report prepared 
for the Petroleum Environmental Research Forum, American Petroleum 
Institute, Washington DC. 

Information 

309 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding underwater noise and 
vibrations impacting aquatic 
species, especially the spiny rock 
lobster and their habitats. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate non-impulsive 
(continuous) and impulsive underwater sound. The impact assessments 
for these aspects of the proposed activity are provided in draft 
Environment Plan chapters 6.6 and 6.7: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
Sound exposure impacts to invertebrates including southern rock lobster, 
relevant to your functions, interests and activities, are expected to be 
restricted to within metres of continuous sound sources.  At such a 
localised extent, impacts would be negligible at an ecosystem or 
population level and change in catch is considered highly unlikely.  
 
Underwater impulsive sounds from seabed surveys and short-term (20 
hours per well) downhole formation evaluation are not predicted to 
reach the effect criteria for invertebrates at the seafloor. The maximum 
distance to the no effect criteria at the seafloor was reached at 170 m. 
Therefore, within water depths < 170 m, marine invertebrates directly 
below the impulsive sound source for downhole formation evaluation are 
likely to detect a change in ambient sound; however, negligible 
consequences are predicted. 

Information 

310 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding resuspended sediments 
increasing turbidity, and negatively 
affecting photosynthesis of aquatic 
plants and phytoplankton.   

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with seabed disturbance including 
temporary increases in sedimentation and turbidity are assessed in 
Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway associated with the proposed activity that could 
result in the resuspension of sediment within the vicinity of King Island 
that could affect your water inlet and we do not anticipate that the 

Information 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in an increase in sediment 
intake through the KIMR intake inlet.  Impacts are predicted to be 
restricted to the sensitivities located on the seabed within or adjacent to 
the impacted area.  

311 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding increased sediment loads 
leading to clogging of filters and 
impacting the efficiency of hatchery 
water circulation systems.  

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with seabed disturbance including 
temporary increases in sedimentation and turbidity are assessed in 
Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway associated with the proposed activity that could 
result in the resuspension of sediment within the vicinity of King Island 
that could affect your water inlet and we do not anticipate that the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in an increase in sediment 
intake through the KIMR intake inlet.  Impacts are predicted to be 
restricted to the sensitivities located on the seabed within or adjacent to 
the impacted area.  

Information 

312 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the resuspension of 
sediments settling and 
accumulating within hatchery water 
intake pipes and increasing the 
frequency of maintenance or 
cleaning. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with seabed disturbance including 
temporary increases in sedimentation and turbidity are assessed in 
Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway associated with the proposed activity that could 
result in the resuspension of sediment within the vicinity of King Island 
that could affect your water inlet and we do not anticipate that the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in an increase in sediment 
intake through the KIMR intake inlet.  Impacts are predicted to be 
restricted to the sensitivities located on the seabed within or adjacent to 
the impacted area.  

Information 

313 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the resuspension of 
sediments altering the water 
chemistry of hatcheries. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to water quality associated with seabed disturbance including 
temporary increases in sedimentation and turbidity are assessed in 
Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
As advised in our letter ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 dated 31 July 2023, 
given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, there is no possible 
cause-effect pathway associated with the proposed activity that could 
cause the resuspension of sediment in the vicinity of your water inlet. 

Additional 
environmental 
performance 
standard added to 
CM12: Chemical 
Selection Process, 
for a Barite Quality 
Standard: 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

Impacts are predicted to be restricted to the sensitivities located on the 
seabed within or adjacent to the impacted area.  

314 3863, 3129 Claim "Relevant person stated that if 
sediments contain contaminants 
their resuspension can lead to 
increased contaminant 
concentrations in the water. 
Information was cited Gasiūnaitė 
and Lubytė, 2006." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As communicated in our correspondence ABU2-ABU2-KIMR-L-00001 
dated 31 July 2023, although, at this stage, we do not know the full 
details of the quantity and type of chemicals that may be used at all 
steps of the exploration drilling process, we can provide information 
about the chemical selection process we will implement to ensure that all 
selected chemicals are of low or no toxicity to the marine environment. 
The procedure will require all chemicals used and potentially discharged 
to the sea to be environmentally acceptable. All chemicals discharged 
will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore Chemical 
Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the 
Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR) 
or have a complete risk assessment.  
 
Given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, we do not anticipate that 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in a change to intake 
water quality through the KIMR seawater inlet. 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 

315 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that 
increased sediment loads can 
impact the health of larva and 
juvenile lobsters in the hatchery by 
affecting feeding efficiency, 
respiratory structures, and overall 
survival. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts associated with seabed disturbance including sedimentation and 
turbidity are assessed in Chapter 6.3 and impacts associated with drilling 
discharges are assessed in chapter 6.8: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
During anchoring activities, there is the potential for soft sediments to be 
suspended into the water column, which may affect benthic communities 
through a decrease in water quality or light penetration near the seabed 
(NERA 2018). Given the hydrodynamics in open ocean areas, the area of 
decreased water quality is expected to be localised and temporary, as 
sediments would settle out of the water column relatively quickly. The 
seabed in the operational area likely consists of a sandy floor within an 
open ocean area thus impacts in relation to suspended sediments from 
benthic disturbance would be on a similar localised and temporary scale, 
or less, as identified by NERA (2018). 
 
Routine drilling discharges of cement, cuttings and drilling fluid do occur 
during drilling activities, resulting in localised and temporary changes in 
water quality, but will dilute rapidly within the marine environment. 
Dilution factors identified by Hinwood et al. (1994) and Neff (2005) show 
that turbidity in the water column is expected to be reduced to below 10 
mg/L (9 ppm) within 100 m of release. This suggests that suspended 
sediment concentrations caused by the discharge of drill cuttings will be 
substantially below the levels required to cause an effect on fish or 
invertebrate larvae (i.e. predicted levels are well below a 96-hr exposure 
at 100 mg/L, or instantaneous 500 mg/L exposure) and minimal impact 
to larvae is expected from the discharge of drill cuttings. 

CM09: Drilling 
Program 
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Given that the petroleum activity is, at the closest possible location, 
approximately 27 km offshore from King Island, we do not anticipate that 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in an increase in 
sediment intake through the KIMR seawater inlet.  

316 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
chemical residues can alter water 
quality and potentially affect the 
properties of seawater and disrupt 
natural processes. 
Information was cited Yakimov et 
al., 2007." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable. All chemicals discharged will be rated 
Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme 
(OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the Environment)) 
substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a 
complete risk assessment.   
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 
and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality near the King Island Marine Research Centre 
seawater intake. 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 

317 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
chemical residues can be toxic to 
various marine organisms, including 
plankton, fish, and benthic 
organisms leading to cascading 
effects throughout the ecosystem. 
 Information was cited Brooker et 
al., 2001." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable. All chemicals discharged will be rated 
Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme 
(OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the Environment)) 
substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a 
complete risk assessment.   
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 
and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality near the King Island Marine Research Centre 
seawater intake. 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 
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318 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
chemicals can bioaccumulate and 
biomagnify in the marine food web 
posing potential risks to both 
wildlife and human health  
Information was cited Fisk and 
Tomy, 2003." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable with low potential to bioaccumulate. All 
chemicals discharged will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the 
Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little 
or No Risk to the Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris 
convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-
East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a complete risk assessment.   
 
Marine fauna that are exposed in the laboratory or field to cuttings in 
sediments do not bioaccumulate significant quantities of metals (Hartley 
et al., 2003). There is some evidence of a limited bioavailability of a few 
metals, such as Pb and Zn, which are present in cuttings piles; however, 
doubt remains that metal bioaccumulation in marine fauna from cuttings 
piles is sufficient to cause harmful effects in marine fauna living on or 
near cuttings piles (OSPAR, 2019). Neff (2010) concludes that, due to a 
lack of toxicity and low bioaccumulation potential of drilling fluids, the 
effects of drilling discharges are highly localised and are not expected to 
spread through the food web. 
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 
and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality near the King Island Marine Research Centre 
seawater intake. 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 

319 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
chemical residues can interfere with 
reproductive and developmental 
processes in marine organisms.  
Information was cited Tyler and 
Sumpter, 1996." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable with low potential to bioaccumulate. All 
chemicals discharged will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the 
Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little 
or No Risk to the Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris 
convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-
East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a complete risk assessment.   
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 
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and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality near the King Island Marine Research Centre 
seawater intake. 

320 3129, 3863 Claim "Relevant person stated that 
chemical residues can lead to shifts 
in the composition of marine 
communities i.e. potential decline of 
sensitive species and dominance of 
tolerant species. 
Information was cited Jackson et al., 
2016." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable with low potential to bioaccumulate. All 
chemicals discharged will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the 
Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little 
or No Risk to the Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris 
convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-
East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a complete risk assessment.   
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 
and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality or marine community composition near King 
Island. 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 

321 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person stated that the 
persistence of chemicals could 
cause long-term ecosystem effects. 
Information was cited Diaz and 
Rosenberg, 2008. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity 
and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration 
drilling process, we can provide information about the chemical selection 
process we will implement to ensure that all selected chemicals are of 
low or no toxicity to the marine environment. The procedure will require 
all chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable with low potential to bioaccumulate. All 
chemicals discharged will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the 
Offshore Chemical Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little 
or No Risk to the Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris 
convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-
East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a complete risk assessment.   
 
Impacts associated with drilling discharges are predicted to be localised 
and temporary, with no long-term population-level impacts on 
productivity or viability. Given that no long-term population-level 
impacts on productivity or viability are predicted, planned drilling 
discharges are not identified as, or predicted to be, a threat to the 
sustainability of commercial fisheries within the area. 
 
Further to this, the impact assessment, which considers the maximum 
volumes of drilling discharges, predicts impacts will be highly localised to 
within 2 km of discharge point, and will be short-term and recoverable. 
Given that the closest possible drilling location is 27 km from King Island 

CM12: General and 
Hazardous 
Chemical 
Management 
Procedures 
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and impacts are restricted to within 2 km of each well, no changes are 
predicted to water quality or primary productivity near King Island. 

322 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided 
feedbacks regarding spills to rivers 
impacting downstream hatcheries. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to discharge wastewaters into a 
river during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling in the offshore Otway Basin. 
Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse 
effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the 
Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of planned discharges 
in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9 and the risk of unplanned 
releases (including loss of wastes or materials overboard, minor loss of 
containment and credible worst-case spill scenarios) in draft Environment 
Plan chapters 7.2, 7.3, 7.6 and 7.7, and has provided information to you 
on these releases, where relevant, in response to other objections and 
claims. 

N/A 

323 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to impact water quality 
which may subsequently affect the 
health and growth of hatchery 
organisms. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 
Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-

N/A 
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00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
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The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations. Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, 
titleholders are required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to 
respond to credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying 
feasible and effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to 
response equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans 
are developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, 
who have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

324 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to have toxic effects (i.e. 
mortality, reduced growth, 
developmental abnormalities) on 
aquatic organisms, including those 
in hatcheries.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 

N/A 
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Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
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prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
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The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

325 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to impact the 
reproductive success of hatchery 
organisms, subsequently affecting 
the hatchery's ability to replenish its 
stocks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 
Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 

N/A 
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more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
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out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

326 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to bioaccumulate and 
biomagnify in the food chain 
leading to higher concentrations of 
contaminants in hatchery 
organisms. Subsequently this could 
pose a risk to the organisms and 
those that consume them. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 
Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 

Information 
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Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
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corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

327 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to impact the physical 
characteristics of the aquatic 
environment (i.e. sediment 
deposition, alteration of substrate 
composition) subsequently 
impacting the availability of suitable 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 

Information 
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habitat conditions for hatchery 
organisms. 

Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

328 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the impacts of river spills 
on hatcheries, including closures, 
reduced production, mortality, all 
resulting in economic losses for 
hatchery operators and the 
communities relying on products. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to discharge wastewaters into a 
river during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling in the offshore Otway Basin. 
Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse 
effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the 
Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of planned discharges 
in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.8 and 6.9 and the risk of unplanned 
releases (including loss of wastes or materials overboard, minor loss of 
containment and credible worst-case spill scenarios) in draft Environment 
Plan chapters 7.2, 7.3, 7.6 and 7.7, and has provided information to you 
on these releases, where relevant, in response to other objections and 
claims. 

N/A 

329 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to cause genetic 
damage in hatchery organisms, 
subsequently affecting their overall 
genetic diversity and fitness. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 
Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 

Information 
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chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
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An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 
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330 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the potential for spilled 
substances to persist in the 
environment and result in long-
term impacts to the ecosystem, 
food web dynamics and community 
structure which the hatchery relies 
on. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 
Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 

Information 
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expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
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assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

331 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person informed that 
hydraulic fracturing involves the 
injection of a mixture of water, sand, 
and chemicals into underground 
rock formations to release gas. 
Relevant person stated that if these 
chemicals migrate through 
groundwater or surface water 
pathways, they could potentially 
contaminate the ocean, affecting 
marine ecosystems. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will not be hydraulically fracturing any wells 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in 
the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant 
to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope 
of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

N/A 

332 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person stated that 
chemicals used in fracking fluids, 
could potentially leach into 
groundwater, rivers, or estuaries, 
eventually reaching the ocean 
which could harm marine life and 
disrupt marine ecosystems. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will not be hydraulically fracturing any wells 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in 
the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant 
to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope 
of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

333 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the production of large 
quantities of water produced by 
natural gas extraction. Relevant 
person stated that the produced 
water contains fracking chemicals, 
salts, heavy metals, and radioactive 
materials and that improper 
disposal of produced water can 
lead to ocean contamination and 
harm marine organisms. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the extraction 
significant quantities of natural gas, large quantities of produced water, 
nor hydraulic fracturing. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is 
for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. 
Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse 
effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the 
Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

N/A 

334 3129, 3863 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse affects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding gas drilling operations, 
specifically those involving hydraulic 
fracturing, and the potential for 
these to induce seismic activity 
disturbing the marine environment 
and coastal areas. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will not be hydraulically fracturing any wells 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in 
the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant 
to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to which the Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope 
of this assessment.  
 
The drilling fluid used for the drilling program will be designed to 
minimise the pressure exerted on the formations during drilling, whilst 
still maintaining well control and wellbore integrity. The drilling fluid will 
also contain an engineered bridging package to create a seal at the 
drilling fluid/formation interface. This will significantly reduce the 
likelihood of any fluid losses. No fluid injection is planned for the drilling 
program. The detailed well design(s) for the program are submitted to 
the Australian Regulator to ensure compliance with all safety and well 
integrity regulations.  
 
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

N/A 

335 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the construction and 
installation of subsea structure and 
their impacts to marine habitats and 
ecosystems. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the installation 
of any permanent drilling platforms, pipelines, nor associated 
infrastructure. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-
term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
 
Consequently, the objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse 
effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the 
Environment Plan relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  

N/A 
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NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  
Source:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation
%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20b  

336 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding methane emissions 
associated with the drilling program 
and their contribution to climate 
change, specifically impacts to the 
marine environment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of emissions 
generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the 
proposed activity are from the operation of aircraft, vessels and the 
drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are 
discovered.  The total expected direct GHG emissions are estimated to 
be approximately 83 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic 
operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells 
and flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and rates). While 
these emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small 
when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and 
are not predicted to have determinable impacts.  

N/A 

337 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding accidental releases of 
gas, drilling fluids and chemicals 
which have the potential to 
negatively impact organisms and 
systems in the marine environment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips successfully drilled 50 exploration and appraisal wells 
between 2013 and 2023 across shallow water, deep water, ultra deep 
water in Angola, Australia, China, Malaysia, Norway, UK and the USA, 
with zero loss of well control events, i.e. situations where well control 
equipment failed resulting in an uncontrolled release of formation fluids 
contributing to a fire, pollution event and/or direct impacts to personnel 
where regaining control of the well requires a 3rd party well control 
specialist). 
 
Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore 
environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been carried out 
in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program is targeting similar geological formations 
and depths to those previously drilled in the Otway basin which contain 
gas condensate. ConocoPhillips Australia is not expecting to find crude 
oil.  The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) requires titleholders like ConocoPhillips Australia to prevent 
the escape of hydrocarbons to the environment from their activities. 
Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent pollution.  
Failure to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons is an offence.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the risk of unplanned releases, 
including a credible worst-case Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario, in 
draft Environment Plan chapter 7.7, with Table 7-32 predicting low risks 
to marine invertebrates and medium risk to commercial fisheries, the 
risks associated with spill response activities in draft Environment Plan 
chapter 7.9, and has developed an information sheet to help explain the 
assessment: https://s3-ap-southeast-

N/A 
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2.amazonaws.com/mysppau/uploads/redactor_assets/documents/bb77d
f84cc80e32e74a851a5d7a14b2d6111bf2e5f1942655ccd2b9443191623/156
42/Unplanned_Hydrocarbon_Release_August_23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00020.pdf 
 
Entrained and dissolved hydrocarbons can have negative impacts on 
marine invertebrates and associated larval forms. Impacts to some adult 
species (e.g. crustaceans) is reduced as a result of the presence of an 
exoskeleton, while others with no exoskeleton and larval forms may be 
more prone to impacts. Localised impacts to larval stages may occur 
which could impact on population recruitment. If invertebrates are 
contaminated by hydrocarbons, tissue taint can remain for several 
months, although taint may eventually be lost. For example, it has been 
demonstrated that it took 2-5 months for lobsters to lose their taint 
when exposed to a light hydrocarbon (NOAA 2002). 
 
Water quality in benthic habitats exposed to entrained hydrocarbons 
would be expected to return to background conditions within weeks to 
months of contact. Several studies have indicated that rapid recovery 
rates may occur even in cases of heavy oiling (Committee on Oil in the 
Sea 2003). The larval stage of invertebrates, although expected to be 
more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon 
exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean current 
facilitating migration from unaffected areas. Whereby it is expected that 
plankton communities, including larval stages of marine invertebrates, 
will establish over weeks to months once background water quality 
conditions have re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is 
expected to be localised and of short duration. 
 
The scale of the impact of an unplanned hydrocarbon release to King 
Island is dependent on where the unplanned release occurs, the time of 
year and the metocean conditions. In-water hydrocarbons (dissolved and 
entrained) at concentrations which may result in toxic impact to marine 
fauna may impact coastal waters surround King Island in the extremely 
unlikely event that a LOWC event occurs. Due to the physical properties 
of the weathered hydrocarbons expected to be found in coastal waters, 
prolonged exposure to hydrocarbons is considered highly unlikely. 
However, impacts to fisheries in the areas affected may eventuate in the 
form of temporary and precautionary exclusions from fishing grounds 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons. Thus, the consequence to invertebrate communities from 
exposure to high and moderate threshold hydrocarbons at the shoreline 
is assessed as minor, however the impact to commercial fisheries in 
coastal areas is assessed as moderate. More detail on the assessment 
can be found in chapter 7.7. 
 
An assessment of historical Loss of Well Control (LOWC) incidents was 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This 
provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. 
The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per 
well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Remote (2). Two blowout incidents 
in the UK occurring from 1980 to 2014 are used as a basis for this 
frequency, neither of which are related to ConocoPhillips Australia's 
operations.  
 
Even though the likelihood of a spill is extremely low, titleholders are 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA preparedness to respond to 
credible worst-case spill scenarios. This includes identifying feasible and 
effective response strategies and ensuring ready access to response 
equipment and personnel, including vessels. Response plans are 
developed in consultation with the relevant state Control Agencies, who 
have ultimate control over any response activities, and will direct 
titleholders to support these operations typically through the provision 
of resources. ConocoPhillips Australia is an active member of industry 
response organisations including the Australian Marine Spill Response 
Centre (AMOSC) who has a bulk equipment storage facility and operates 
out of Geelong, Victoria. Details on resourcing and response 
arrangements for a spill are included in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP). 
 
Titleholders are also required to hold financial assurance for offshore 
activities. NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
states 'It is generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
estimable third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident 
relating to their activities, and as defined by: 
•            termination or control of the incident 
•            operational response measures required for containment, clean 
up and remediation of the environment 
•            carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable 
evidence-based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-
term cash flow issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods 
would be negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely 
event or an incident. 

338 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that activities associated with the 
program which generate 
underwater noise may disrupt 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate non-impulsive 
(continuous) and impulsive underwater sound. The impact assessments 
for these aspects of the proposed activity are provided in draft 
Environment Plan chapters 6.6 and 6.7: 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

critical behaviours of marine 
organisms. 

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
Sound exposure impacts to invertebrates including southern rock lobster, 
relevant to your functions, interests and activities, are expected to be 
restricted to within metres of continuous sound sources.  At such a 
localised extent, impacts would be negligible at an ecosystem or 
population level and change in catch is considered highly unlikely.  
 
Underwater impulsive sounds from seabed surveys and short-term (20 
hours per well) downhole formation evaluation are not predicted to 
reach the effect criteria for invertebrates at the seafloor. The maximum 
distance to the no effect criteria at the seafloor was reached at 170 m. 
Therefore, within water depths < 170 m, marine invertebrates directly 
below the impulsive sound source for downhole formation evaluation are 
likely to detect a change in ambient sound; however, negligible 
consequences are predicted. 

339 3129, 3863 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding exploration activities 
hampering the growth and 
reproduction of the spiny rock 
lobster and damage to its habitat 
affecting GDP and long-term 
sustainability of this resource.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the installation 
of any permanent drilling platforms, pipelines, nor associated 
infrastructure. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-
term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
 
Impacts associated with seabed disturbance including a change in 
habitat are assessed in Chapter 6.3: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
 
The impact assessment found that receptors impacted by seabed 
disturbance will be limited to the benthic invertebrates, sessile epifauna 
and associated benthic habitats located within each drilling area (within 2 
km radius of each well location).  The extent of direct seabed disturbance 
is predicted to be 0.006 km2 per well, or 0.037 km2 in total. Direct 
contact by anchors, anchor wires/chains, drilling wellhead and survey 
activities can damage seabed habitats and the associated benthic marine 
fauna and flora.  
 
A study on the recovery of seabed following bottom trawling activities 
identified faster recovery times for coarse-sediment (sand) compared to 
fine-sediment regions (Hiddink et al. 2017). Dernie et al. (2003) identified 
that benthic community recovery time following physical disturbance in 
soft sediment habitats varied from 64 days for low intensity disturbances, 
up to 208 days following higher intensity disturbance. For the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, it is expected that following the removal of 
anchors and other equipment, disturbed areas will recolonise quickly as 
impacted areas are small and the benthic habitat is consistent with the 
low intensity disturbances recovery period, as identified by both studies 
Hiddink et al. 2017, and Dernie et al 2003. Consequently, impacts are not 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

expected to cause long lasting changes to population characteristics or 
habitat.  

1027 1767 Objection Relevant person expressed concern 
over the potential negative impacts 
of drilling activities on their island, 
emphasizing the need for a healthy 
environment for future generations. 
They questioned the prioritization 
of financial gain over the well-being 
of the community and the 
environment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges objections regarding 
intergenerational equity and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) in 
response to this objection. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s of Otway Exploration Drilling Program includes 
short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. A 
detailed assessment of the potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with these activities is included in EP Chapters 6 
(Environmental Impact Assessment), 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment) 
and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).   
Based on these assessments, and in accordance with the control 
measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks are mitigated to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable, in accordance 
with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
The acceptability assessments within each impact and risk assessment 
section of the EP demonstrate achievement of the acceptable levels set 
out in Table 5-3 (Acceptability evaluation criteria, process checks and 
application to the EP). The evaluation criteria include consideration of 
long-term impacts and risks to biological, ecological, socio-economic 
and cultural features of the environment that could affect future 
generations. Only activities that result in temporary / reversible, small 
scale and/ or low intensity environmental damage are considered 
acceptable, i.e. activities that result in large scale / irreversible and/or 
high intensity environmental damage would not be considered 
acceptable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims about irreversible impacts 
from the activity and the link to the principle of intergenerational equity. 
However, the comments received do not relate to the adverse effects of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program which consists of short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploratory drilling. No changes have 
been made to the EP in response to this objection. 

N/A 

1028 1767 Objection Relevant person expressed concern 
about the potential negative 
impacts of drilling and oil spills on 
marine life, including the spread of 
disease and contamination of the 
oceans. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges objections regarding 
intergenerational equity and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) in 
response to this objection. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s of Otway Exploration Drilling Program includes 
short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. A 
detailed assessment of the potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with these activities is included in EP Chapters 6 
(Environmental Impact Assessment), 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment) 
and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment), including impact and risks 
assessments specific to plankton.   
Based on these assessments, and in accordance with the control 
measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks are mitigated to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable, in accordance 
with all environmental regulatory requirements.  

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

The acceptability assessments within each impact and risk assessment 
section of the EP demonstrate achievement of the acceptable levels set 
out in Table 5-3 (Acceptability evaluation criteria, process checks and 
application to the EP). The evaluation criteria include consideration of 
long-term impacts and risks to biological, ecological, socio-economic 
and cultural features of the environment that could affect future 
generations. Only activities that result in temporary / reversible, small 
scale and/ or low intensity environmental damage are considered 
acceptable, i.e. activities that result in large scale / irreversible and/or 
high intensity environmental damage would not be considered 
acceptable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims about irreversible impacts 
from the activity and the link to the principle of intergenerational equity. 
However, the comments received do not relate to the adverse effects of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program which consists of short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploratory drilling. No changes have 
been made to the EP in response to this objection. 

1069 2844 Claim Relevant person raised concerns 
about the potential impact of the 
proposed survey and mining 
activities on the endangered and 
protected Southern Right Whale. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 describes the southern right whale migration BIA that 
overlaps the operational areas, noting that the reproductive BIA along 
the coast is occupied May to September (NCVA 2023) or conservatively 
May to October (CoA 2022) and that female-calf pairs may migrate 
south from wintering areas through Western Bass Strait, including the 
proposed operational areas. The EP acknowledges that the operational 
areas overlap the southern right whale Migration BIA as shown in EP 
Figure 4-53.  Note: ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct 
any activities within the southern right whale Reproductive BIA (i.e. 
breeding habitats/calving grounds) and these areas are not within the 
underwater sound environments that may be affected (EMBAs). 
A key component of the EP is to describe how underwater noise from 
seabed surveys and exploratory drilling can impact whales, noting that 
underwater noise has been identified as the most significant potential 
impact to marine mammals.  Potential physiological, behavioural and 
perceptual impacts from underwater noise are comprehensively 
discussed in EP sections 6.6 and 6.7. See M13 and the JASCO Noise 
Modelling Report (Appendix G of EP) for a description of noise exposure 
criteria thresholds used in the impact assessment. A comprehensive suite 
of control measures has been developed to protect threatened marine 
mammal species from underwater noise, as described in the Fauna 
Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N of the EP). 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential 
impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in 
accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that 
the potential impacts have been adequately addressed in the EP for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in 
response to these claims. 

CM08: Fauna 
Management Plan 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

1070 2844 Claim Relevant person raised a concern 
about the legality under Tasmanian 
Environmental Protection laws of 
interfering with the migration of the 
Southern right whale. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding requirements 
for titleholders to undertake their activity in a manner that is not 
inconsistent with the Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure this is adequately 
addressed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with claims that the 
Environment Plan (EP) is inconsistent with the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 or any of Australia’s national and 
international requirements.  
Consistency with legislative and other requirements forms part of the 
acceptable levels demonstrated within each impact and risk assessment 
within the EP. Under the Commonwealth government streamlining 
arrangements, NOPSEMA’s assessment of this EP provides an 
appropriate level of consideration of the impacts to matters of national 
environmental significance (MNES) protected under Part 3 of the EPBC 
Act. 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines 
specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant 
species. This includes the implementation of increased safe operating 
distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific 
activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe 
points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and 
Well Integrity requirements.  
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the 
potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements. See EP 
Section 5.6.2 for a detailed explanation of the ALARP status 
determination used for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
The EPOs, EPS’ and control measures outlined in the EP ensure the 
Otway Exploration Drilling program will be consistent with the Southern 
Right Whale Recovery Plan. 

CM08: Fauna 
Management Plan 

1071 2844 Claim Relevant person emphasized the 
need for the potential contribution 
of gas exploration to ocean heating 
to be included in the risk 
assessment. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

This claim does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to 
which the EP relates.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to extract commercial 
quantities of gas,  i.e. gas production, as part of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for 
short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
Additional approvals and further consultation would be required to 
support the development of a commercial project and associated 
production wells.  

N/A 

1072 2844 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the lack of transparency 
regarding the testing methods used 
for gas detection and the 
environmental impacts of 
downstream gas production. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

This claim does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to 
which the EP relates.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to extract commercial 
quantities of gas, i.e. gas production, as part of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for 
short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
Additional approvals and further consultation would be required to 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

support the development of a commercial project and associated 
production wells. 

1355 2844 Claim Relevant person questioned the 
mitigation measures being taken to 
address the potential impact of gas 
exploration on local industry and 
fisheries, citing previous studies that 
show a 40% depletion in shellfish 
stocks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

This claim does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to 
which the EP relates. Statement was made in relation to impacts 
associated with marine seismic surveys which are not relevant to the 
proposed activity. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
1767 7/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with formal letter raising concerns regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program project update on their lobster hatchery. 

Individual outlined: 
 
- COP Australia is only interested in drilling for the US dollar and has not considered the impact of the drilling program on their community. 
- That the community rely on lobster farming taking place in a healthy and clean environment, no pollution, no chemicals.   
- The drilling activity will eliminate food sources to all sea life creatures, fishes will die and go away from disease acquired from drilling and oil spill to other 
places indirectly contaminating the oceans and rivers. 

574 8/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Formal letter from individual acting on behalf of the organisation raising detailed economic and environmental concerns on behalf of the 
organisation:  
 
-  The organisation operates a lobster hatchery where they breed Southern Rock Lobsters  
- The organisation is extremely concerned by the proposed drilling program due to its proximity to their lobster hatchery posing a great risk to their business.  
- It is a well-known fact that offshore drilling may result in major pollution, oil spilling, noise vibration and harm to marine life.  
- Since exploration has commenced, there has been adverse changes to the aquaculture in the organisation's operational area and increased drilling could 
cause further harm to the fragile ecosystem and contribute to climate change. 
 
The letter requests any environmental impact statements, copies of any studies which will provide information about the impact that the activity would have in 
the ocean and its surrounds.  

575 8/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation's representative thanking them for their letter of 08/03/23.  
 
- Confirmed that COP Australia was in the early stage of consulting for an EP to undertake the proposed drilling activity and was in the process of identifying 
potentially relevant stakeholders. - Requested confirmation on whether they will be representing the organisation's interests in the consultation process. 
- Suggested setting a time for a discussion.  

4314 8/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP's email of 08/03/23 stating they represent the organisation and would be willing to engage in a 
discussion of the consultation process with organisation representatives at a mutually convenient time.  

581 8/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to their agreement to schedule a consultation meeting.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
COP team member: 
 
- Thanked the individual for clarifying their role in the consultation process. 
- Suggested arranging a Teams meeting within the week.  
- Requested individual and organisation representatives preferred date and time. 

684 23/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with follow up to email of 08/03/23 requesting preferred meeting times.  
 
- Asked for confirmation on whether the individual and organisation representatives are still interested in a briefing.  

875 6/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP with another follow up for meeting to discuss consultation. COP team member: 
 
- Referred to the initial information sheets noting that COP Australia was engaging in a five-month consultation period which commenced in February 2023.  
- Reiterated that COP is interested to meet with individual and organisation to further understand issues, concerns and potential impacts. 
- Requested detail on when would be a convenient time to meet.  
- Stated that COP team will continue to forward information on the proposed drilling program as it becomes available and welcome any feedback.  

1039 2/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual followed up from previous correspondence. Individual noted: 
 
- They had been asked to take over discussions between the organisation and COP Australia.  
- Made specific reference to email of 06/04/23 in which COP team offered to meet with organisation to discuss the proposals and their potential impact.  
- Requested where and when a briefing could occur and provided location options and telephone number.  

1083 3/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to previous email noting:  
 
- COP team member stated they would check with team regarding availability for a meeting on 17/05/23. 

4315 3/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who noted organisation would prefer to meet with COP team in Sydney and provided a location address. 
1086 3/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to their email requesting their preference for a meeting in Sydney. COP team member: 

 
-Stated they would check with the environment team regarding their availability. 
-Requested details of a specific date and time.  
 
Also provided the agenda for discussion: 
 
-The proposed Otway exploration drilling program. 
-Gain a better understanding of the organisation's activities. 
-Discussion on where and how both activities intersect and what may need to be considered and reflected in the EP. 
-Additional discussion on preliminary impact and risk assessment. 

1088 3/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP in response to their email on 03/05/23 to organise consultation meeting. COP team member: 
 
- Thanked the individual for providing context to organisation. 
- Stated they would revert back with availability. 

4316 3/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual noting they will wait to see if one of the dates they provided in their email of 03/05/23 suits the COP team. 
4317 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual requesting that COP team and organisation meet in Sydney on 16/05/2023. 
4318 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual correcting previous email typo regarding meeting date.  
4319 4/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual stating that 15/05/2023 does not work for a meeting. COP team member suggested 16/05/2023.  
1119 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with an apology. Requested to confirm 10/05/2023 for meeting instead.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
4320 4/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who confirmed that 10/05/2023 was suitable for a meeting between COP team and organisation. 

 
- Individual suggested time and place for meeting and stated lunch would be provided. 

4321 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP thanking them for providing meeting details and noting COP team was looking forward to the meeting. 
5484 10/05/2023 Meeting - In-

person 
Provided and discussed information sheets on Proposed Exploration Activity and Consultation 
Discussion on activity type 
Discussed predicted impacts and risks  
Discussed organisations operations  
Discussed impacts to water and sediment 
Discussed oil spill mitigations 
Discussion of historical operations in area  

1181 15/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following up from discussion on 10/05/23 stating it was agreed that the specifications of the sea water inlet pipe would be 
provided by the organisation. 
 
- Individual noted the pipe specifications and offered to provide further information upon request. 

1182 15/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual thanking them for the pipe specifications provided on 11/05/23 and for the information provided at the meeting. 
 
- Stated that meeting notes were in the process of being compiled and will be shared for contribution upon completion. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

3970 21/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to campaign email on 19/05/23.  
 
Individual: 
- Registered interest in attending the webinar. 
- Requested how attendance can be arranged as they were having issues with the consultation hub.  

1266 22/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
.       Invited people to attend a webinar on 23 May 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub; and provided the link. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

4154 22/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual thanking COP team for providing webinar details.  
4155 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with a request for an email address for organisation member so the COP team could forward webinar details.  
1329 23/05/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  

 
• Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Regulatory Framework. 
• The drilling process. 
• The preliminary environmental risk and impact assessment. 
Participant led questions and answers 

4156 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who replied to COP request for an email address. Noted that organisation members would be attending webinar on the 
same PC. 

4157 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team thanking them for providing details of how organisation members would attend webinar.  
4158 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received on 23/05/2023. Individual stated that there was no Q & A function during the webinar held on 23/05/2023 regarding the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program.  
1322 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals thanking them for attending the webinar on 23/05/2023 regarding the Otway exploration Drilling Program.  

 
COP team member: 
- Noted that there appeared to be confusion amongst organisation members regarding the proposed activity.  
- Suggested a video call to engage in a more detailed discussion. Requested availability.  

4323 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: To individual from COP team with thanks for email of 23/05/23. Individual: 
 
- Noted that a discussion would be beneficial and requested advice on how the organisation may register as a relevant person.  
- Provided availability for online meeting.  

4322 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to their availability for a discussion.  
 
- Provided preferred meeting time.  

1326 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals from COP with Teams meeting link for proposed activity clarification. 
1342 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals with revised meeting invitation and agenda. 
1341 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team responding to the individual's request to amend meeting date and time.  

 
COP team member: 
 
- Suggested an alternative time on their requested date. 
- Stated that the initial environmental risk and impact assessments would be shared prior to the meeting.  
- Noted that the team were prepared to guide organisation members through the initial assessments on emissions and discharges.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Attached: 
- Preliminary Environmental Risk and Impact Assessment.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4325 9/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual requesting scheduled meeting with COP team be rescheduled again due to the organisation conducting research they 
would like to discuss at the meeting.   
 
- Individual provided a timeframe of 2-3 weeks and stated they would be in contact to reschedule. 

1645 9/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP responding to the individual's email received on 09/06/23 with request to reschedule the meeting.  
 
- Noted that COP Australia had recently released information sheets on predictions of impacts and risks and provided link to the consultation hub library.  

1647 12/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP with cancelled meeting link to discuss proposed activity clarification. 
1815 28/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team to re-arrange proposed activity clarification meeting.  

 
- Stated that COP team members will be in the area if they preferred the team meet with them directly.  
- Requested information regarding long term water quality data records and if they had a latitude/longitude location of their inlet pipe.  
- Noted that COP Australia plan to release initial draft EP chapters in the coming week.  

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2441 17/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with comprehensive questions regarding Otway Exploration's effect on their organisation's functions, interests and activities. 
 
1. Requesting how far the closest drill hole will be 
2. How many km will drilling occur from organisation location? 
3. At what distance the drilling would the drilling start to have an impact? 
4.  Requested the size of the path/full scope of proposed drilling operation.  
5. Requested details on how the heat dissipates during the drilling operation? 
6. Asked if COP team plan to conduct an assessment as to how far the heat radiation from the operation extends from the drilling operation. 
7. Regarding the organisation's inlet pipe - what might come into pipe as a result of the activity 
8. Asked what are other possible effects of the heat radiation?  
9. Could the strength in water current bring sediment to the organisation's inlet pipe? 
10. How could sediment resuspension affect the water inlet? 
11. Requested the full details of quantity and type of chemicals used at every stage of the project. 
12. Asked if the activity could affect the process of sea movements/environment of any chemical residues. 
 13. Asked if COP team are testing or planning to - re water quality, heat parameters, tools, chemicals, parameters, microorganisms etc.? 
14. Asked if there is any possible geological impact? 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
4160 25/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to email received from individual on 17/07/23 with questions regarding the impact of the proposed 

activity on their organisation.  
 
- COP team member apologised for not acknowledging their email sooner. 
- COP team member advised that the team is developing a response. 
- COP team member offered to either schedule a meeting with the individual to discuss responses at length or provide a written response.  

2844 26/07/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR 2: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  
 
-Project overview  
-Overview of consultation process 
-Overview of environmental planning area and how we've described the existing environment  
-Environmental Performance Outcomes for the Activity 
-Participant led discussion of topics and aspects covered in the EP 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2657 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation in response to questions  of 17/7/23 
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Formal response to questions asked was attached, noting that many were also answered in the Webinar (26/7/23. 
• Information sheets attached included Commercial Fishing, Emissions and Discharges and Other Marine and Coastal Users – All versions titled MAY 23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Issues to which responses were provided included items such as scope, location, geological impact, heat radiation, sea movements and pollution. 
• Noted that consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP, unless advised otherwise. 

2716 1/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  From individual, following up on information provided on 31/7/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Referenced materials related to consultation for the EP. 
• Outlined potential negative impacts on business, local economy and lifestyle values. 
• Potential impact on sea life and food chain. 
 
Key Actions 
• Individual requested further consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
4161 2/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP confirming receipt of letter received on 01/08/23.  

 
- COP team member noted that individual sought a meeting and requested availability. 
- Advised of COP team's preference for an online Teams meeting. 

2722 2/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team confirming that they can attend a meeting on 15/08/23 and provided their availability.  
 
- Requested that COP team schedule a time for the meeting.  

2734 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP with Teams invitation set for 15 August.  
 
- Requested detail regarding any additional organisation representative's seeking to attend the meeting. 

2721 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team with meeting invitation attached for discussion on 15/08/23. 
2733 4/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who thanked COP team for arranging the Teams meeting and provided the details of other organisation members they 

would like added to the meeting invitation.  
4162 4/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team with follow up to their request on 04/08/23 that additional organisation members be added to the meeting 

invitation.  
 
- COP team member confirmed that the requested individuals had been added.  

2750 4/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team thanking COP team member for adding requested organisation members to Teams meeting. 
3074 11/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team requesting that the Teams meeting be rescheduled as they were due to send a letter/detailed research report 

for COP team's consideration.  
 
- Noted that it would be more beneficial to have a meeting after COP team had digested their document.  

2866 14/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with cancelled Teams meeting notification based on the individual's request.  
4326 17/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual responding to outgoing letter 31//7/23. 

 
Summary of information provided by organisation: 
• Letter with research data report detailing concerns. 
• Background brochure on the organisation. 
• Copies of appeal letters addressed to UN, World Health Org. and World Food Org.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Individual thanked COP team member for information supplied recently. 
• Noted that the information confirmed their concerns. 
• Provided detailed information on activities through brochure and research data. 
 
Key actions: 
• Provide feedback on how the concerns might be resolved. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3075 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual regarding response to objections and claims. 
 
- Outlined that they had previously provided details of their concerns regarding the proposed drilling activity on their business, the waters, fish, algae, fish food, 
overseas export, employment.  
- Stated that there had been no reply to him.  

3077 28/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with response to email of 25/08/23. 
  
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Attached Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing), Information Sheet 5 (Emissions and Discharges), Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
  
Key Discussion Points: 
• Thanked organisation for reaching out.  
• ConocoPhillips believes we have responded in full to the matters raised in letter of 31/7/23. 
• Noted that a planned meeting was cancelled by the organisation, pending provision of information by them which had not yet been received. 
 
Key Actions: 
Nil pending receipt of further correspondence. 

3129 28/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team providing previous correspondence from 17/08/23 (incl attachments) as COP team stated they had not 
received it. Attached: 
 
- Formal letter. 
- Research report detailing concerns and background brochure. 
 - 3 letters addressed to UN, World Health Org and World Food Org.  

3130 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team acknowledging receipt of the documents sent to COP from the individual on 28/08/23.  
 
- COP team member advised that previous correspondence had not been received.  
- COP team member requested electronic copy of sent email to ensure the individual's correspondence can continue to be received.  
- COP team member noted their objections and claims will be considered and responded to in due course. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried consent 
to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 
their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3390 16/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team responding to webinar invitation form 13/09/23.  
 
- Individual stated they will be attending the webinar. 
- Requested information on current strengths and speeds and directions to obtain an understanding of the potential impact of the proposed activity.  

3381 17/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team requesting update of response to letter and research received on 28/08/23.  
3382 18/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP in response to individuals' email received on 17/09/23.  

 
-COP team advised that the individual's objections and claims were still being assessed and COP team would have a response to them by the end of the week.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
3481 20/09/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR 3: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  

 
-Project overview and update 
-Overview on providing feedback, objections and claims on draft EP Chapters 
-Overview of environmental planning area and how we've described the existing environment  
-Environmental Performance Outcomes for the Activity 
-Participant led discussion of topics and aspects covered in the EP 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these assessments 
are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that 
might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 
their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

4163 29/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from individual on 29/09/2023 following up initial correspondence sent on 17/09/2023 regarding their concerns about the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3863 3/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual providing formal response to feedback received on 28/8/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Provided detailed information and references related to the broad range of matters raised in correspondence including matters such as impact assessment 
and potential sound, spills, pollution controls, discharge, water quality and geological effects. 
• Provided chapters from the Draft EP (for consultation) addressing Spill Response Activities and Loss of Well Control. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Thanked individual for feedback. 
• Provided contacts if further conversations needed, 
• Noted, that consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP, unless otherwise advised. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4833 15/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team replying to webinar invitation confused regarding webinar meeting time. 
4836 15/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team in response to their email on 15/11/23 clarifying webinar meeting time. 
4835 15/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual acknowledging COP team's response that clarified webinar meeting time confusion. 
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5191 14/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 
Complete 
Consultation 
Survey 

SOCIAL PINPOINT COMPLETE CONSULTATION SURVEY: Individual completed consultation hub survey. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5228 22/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following up to their registration as a relevant person on 14/03/24 and request to treat their information as confidential.  
 
- Requested confirmation if their confidentiality status was for them as an individual or the entirety of the organisation.  

5232 26/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP letter of October 2023. 
 
Summary of Information provided by individual: 
• Organisation’s response to COP information provided. Response was detailed and provided scientific references. 
• Articles suggesting Otway basin has unexploded ordnance from WW2. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Anticipated impact on business activities. 
• Estimated financial loss.  
• Dangers of unexploded ordnance. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Record and incorporate new information in planning. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5274 11/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to email of 22/03/24 once again attempting to confirm confidentiality status. 
5283 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP with response to previous correspondence confirming receipt of information received on 26/03/24.  

 
- COP team stated the EP is now under formal assessment with the independent expert regulator NOPSEMA.  
- COP team provided a link to historical military ordinance risk information sheet available on the project's consultation hub. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6204 1/10/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual 
 
Key information requested 
* In regard to the news that TGS Seismic Survey was not going ahead 
* Sought confirmation as to whether it means that NO gas/oil activities would be going ahead off the coast of the King Island proposed areas. 
 
Key Actions 
* Individual requested reply and confirmation. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) – ORG ID 14 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous 

ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, specifically responsible for supporting primary 

industry development, the protection of Tasmania's natural environment, effective land and water management and the protection against pests; assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) had meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse 

impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) also provided ConocoPhillips Australia with information 

regarding Scalefish block maps and marine plant maps. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed the feedback provided by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) including the 

development and implementation of a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Procedure (MMAP) and a Seabird Management Plan (per the National Light Pollution Guidelines); updating the Implementation 

Strategy including tables 10-8 and 10-10; updating section 6.3.7.1, 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the Environmental Plan (relating to Ecological Receptors and Birds); updating various control management plans including 

CM01, CM02, CM05, MC06 CM07, CM08, CM09, CM13, CM14, CM15, CM16 and CM 17; updating the environment chapter and risk assessment for loss of well control and marine diesel oil; updating legislative 

requirements; and ensuring consultation with various Tasmanian councils and authorities relating to the development of the plan.   

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania's (NRE TAS) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania's (NRE TAS) preferred method of 

consultation. A representative from Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) initially confirmed that correspondence was relevant to them and would await project update 

correspondence as it became available (Event ID 1518). ConocoPhillips Australia engaged with the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) directly via email and virtual meetings to 

discuss consultation (Event IDs: 5404, 5337). Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they wanted to be engaged by receiving emails relating 

regarding key milestones and via verbal briefing (Event ID 4624). The primary concerns raised by the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) were around the effect of light and 

noise on local wildlife, including marine mammals and sea birds. Throughout the consultation process there was a clear and collaborative dialogue between the Department of Natural Resources and Environment 

Tasmania (NRE TAS) and ConocoPhillips Australia to address the concerns raised. ConocoPhillips Australia met with Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) in person (Event ID 

4607), over the phone (Event IDs 1465, 1467, 1468, 1469, 1471, 1472) and has continued to correspond via email. Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) also registered their contact 

details via Social Pinpoint and opted in to receive information about the project via webinar (Event ID 5202, 5239). ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to provide Department of Natural Resources and 

Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) with updated campaign correspondence regarding the proposed offshore drilling program and Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) has 

continued to actively engage in ongoing consultation.  

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 727, 729, 726, 728, 730, 1295, 731, 4, 1737, 69, 

5231).  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 

Public comment period 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via 

NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure 

on how to make an effective comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) that an additional Environment Plan summary was 

available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS), with 30 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback 

Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 4993). 



 

In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback 

as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5107, 5114).  

 

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania's (NRE TAS) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, 

continued to engage via direct email correspondence (Event ID’s 5107, 5114, 5156, 5157, 5229, 5241, 5231, 5478), as well as providing regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 

5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485; 6288). The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) also attended a webinar in March 2024 (Event ID 5239). Two online survey(s) were also completed 

(Event ID’s 5202, 5198). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 727, 729, 726, 728, 730, 1295, 731, 1737, 69). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to marine life (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 727, 729, 726, 728, 730, 1295, 731, 1737, 69). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158) 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process.  

 

Further information provided included:  

• A copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637).  

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event IDs 4392, 4846).  

 

Additional tailored information provided to Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  

• Whale photos, track and sightings (Event IDs: 4395, 1718). 

• Reported sightings, noting that krill distribution was patchy, and dolphin and seabird sightings were similar to previous surveys (Event ID 4610). 

• Additional information on the impacts on divers (Event ID 5341).  

• Provided information on the narrowing of the operational area and limits on further activity (Event IDs: 5478, 5485). 

• Victorian Joint Industry and State Oil Pollution Responses Guidance Note 2022, in response to telephone call on 06 March 2023 request of examples of consultation guidance notes or directions for 

consultation. As well as NOPSEMA consultation guideline (Event IDs: 5335, 568). 

• Information Sheet 8 (Marine Mammals) (Event ID 3241). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 09 November 2022 (Event ID 4532) and an initial update about the 

activity on 03 February 2023 (Event ID 729), 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient 

information listed above to Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 126 days). 



 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

• Response to feedbacks and objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID 3241), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  

• An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5107).  

• An additional response following the narrowing and refinement of the activity in July 2024 (Event ID 5478). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) to make an informed 

assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the 

Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

  

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS) raised 19 objection(s) and claim(s), 6 statement(s), 8 request(s), and 1 question about the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

58 3241, 4145 Relevant person requested that all land 

authorities are consulted if they are at risk from 

potential risk scenarios. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is undertaking consultation with a range of Tasmanian land authorities which include 

NRE- Tas, Tas Ports, Mineral Resources Tas, Marine and Safety Tasmania, local government authorities, and First 

Nations representative organisations and individuals. ConocoPhillips Australia seeks insight from NRE -Tas on 

additional land authorities they should be consulting.  

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

54 3241, 4145 Relevant person informed that the harvesting of 

short-tailed shearwaters is a cultural, non-

commercial, and commercial activity (mutton 

birding), particularly for the Tasmanian Aboriginal 

Community, allowed for in reserves (except 

Nature Reserves) and private land.  

ConocoPhillips Australia have included information on mutton birding in the Environment Plan.  

56 3241, 4145 Relevant person stated that NRE Tas's PWS is 

responsible for reserves and crown land with each 

reserve category requiring different management 

approaches and permit activities as described in 

Schedule 1 of the NPRMA. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has updated the Legislative and Other requirements listings to include the National 

Parks and Reserves Management Act 2022, with a focus on Schedule 1 - Objectives for management of reserved 

land. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1249 1036 Relevant person from the Marine Resources 

section of the Department has reviewed the data 

request and noted that it extends well beyond the 

permitted area. They are seeking more clarity and 

reason due to the quantity of the data. 

ConocoPhillips Australia confirmed that the request for data was large because of the need to assess all possible 

impacts within the defined environmental planning area - a large spatial extent encompassing all of Tasmanian 

water.  (See team Response Event 1036; 2/5/2023) 

1399 4607 Relevant person advised that a national exercise 

for Oil Spill Response is likely to occur in 

November 2023 and suggested that 

ConocoPhillips Australia avoid scheduling events 

close to this date. 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised that they are preparing gap analysis and  

training plan for 2023, including Q3 exercise and Q4 Interagency Tier 3  

exercise which we would appreciate participation from NRE-Tas, TasEPA, DTP and  

others. 

1400 4607 Relevant person reiterated the importance of the 

wildlife team in these discussions and 

acknowledged ConocoPhillips Australia's ongoing 

information regarding whale surveys as of 

30/11/2022. 

OPEP Section 4.5.1 includes Information on the role of the Tasmanian Oiled Wildlife Response Plan, the 

Environment Business Unit of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (NRE Tas) under the 

leadership of the Marine Conservation Program (MCP; Wildlife, Health and Marine (WHAM) section); and that the 

MCP Wildlife Co-ordinator should be contacted in the event of an oil spill of any size via the 24-hour 

“Whale” Hotline on 0427 942 597 (0427 WHALES). 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

36 4145, 995, 3241 Statement Relevant person stated that 

there is international 

consensus that 

anthropogenic underwater 

noise is a pervasive yet 

relatively transient form of 

pollution. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Noted: The Environment Plan includes an assessment 

of underwater sound impacts, including injury and 

behavioural disturbance, on sensitive receptors and an 

overview of the assessment findings is provided in the 

attached information sheet on Marine Mammals. 

Nil 

37 995, 3241, 4145 Statement Relevant person stated that 

underwater acoustics can 

pose a risk to marine 

mammals in the vicinity of 

operations (i.e. hearing 

impairment, behavioural 

changes, stress responses, 

barotrauma) 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Noted: The Environment Plan includes an assessment 

of underwater sound impacts, including injury and 

behavioural disturbance, on sensitive receptors and an 

overview of the assessment findings is provided in the 

attached information sheet on Marine Mammals. 

Nil 

38 995, 3241, 4145 Statement Relevant person stated that 

as multiple cetacean species 

utilise the area it is difficult 

to identify a time period 

where activities can occur 

with minimal impact. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"Noted: Through the development of the Environment 

Plan and during consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia 

will identify and evaluate mitigation and management 

measures to minimise potential impacts to protected 

species, particularly during periods of peak biological 

importance. However, given the diversity of biologically 

important activities with differing peak periods, there is 

no perfect window where exploration activities can 

occur without the potential for impact in the absence 

of effective controls. " 

None 

39 995, 3241, 4145 Statement Relevant person stated that 

the proposal lacks specific 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Modelling for a range of activities, including sub-

bottom profiling (which is considered to represent the 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

information about the 

frequency and noise values 

of the proposed activities, 

but suggests that the 

equipment planned for 

seabed surveys may have a 

lower impact on marine 

organisms compared to 

seismic systems. 

largest acoustic source and are therefore the most 

environmentally impactive for this activity) has been 

conducted and will be used to complete the 

assessment of impacts from seabed surveys. An 

overview of the assessment findings is provided in the 

attached information sheet on Marine Mammals. 

40 995, 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person stated that 

utilising dynamic positioning 

is likely to be the nosiest 

activity and suggested that 

the EP should detail how any 

potential disturbance to 

marine mammals from this 

activity will be mitigated. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"Modelling for a range of activities, including vessel 

operations on DP during resupply has been conducted 

and will be used to complete the assessment of 

impacts from drilling activities. An overview of the 

assessment findings is provided in the attached 

information sheet on Marine Mammals. 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and 

implement a marine mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure that impacts to marine 

mammals are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels. 

" 

ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a marine 

mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure 

that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and 

acceptable levels. CM08: Marine 

Mammal Adaptive Management 

Plan 

41 995, 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person stated that 

consideration needs to be 

given to cetacean species 

with BIAs (southern right 

whale, pygmy blue whale, 

dwarf minke whale and 

humpback whale) within the 

exploration permits and 

surrounding areas. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"Modelling for a range of activities has been conducted 

and will be used to complete the assessment of 

impacts from drilling activities. An overview of the 

assessment findings is provided in the attached 

information sheet on Marine Mammals. 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and 

implement a marine mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure that impacts to marine 

mammals are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels. 

" 

ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a marine 

mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure 

that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and 

acceptable levels. CM08: Marine 

Mammal Adaptive Management 

Plan 

42 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person emphasised 

the importance of western 

Victorian coastline to the 

southern right whale 

breeding population and 

suggested that individuals 

may migrate through the 

western Bass Strait, including 

the proposed exploitation 

areas. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed potential impacts 

to migrating southern right whales applying 

conservative effect thresholds for behavioural 

disturbance. The marine mammal adaptive 

management procedure (MMAMP) will be designed to 

ensure that impacts to marine mammals are reduced to 

ALARP and acceptable levels.  

ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a marine 

mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure 

that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and 

acceptable levels. CM08: Marine 

Mammal Adaptive Management 

Plan 

43 995, 3241, 4145 Statement Relevant person stated that 

VIC/P79 and T/49P overlap 

with the high use foraging 

area for pygmy blue whales 

in the Bonney Upwelling 

System of Western Victoria. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a 

marine mammal adaptive management procedure 

(MMAMP) to ensure that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels.  

ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a marine 

mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure 

that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and 

acceptable levels. CM08: Marine 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Mammal Adaptive Management 

Plan 

44 3241, 995, 4145 Statement Relevant person stated that 

the Bass Strait is a migratory 

route for the southern right 

whale, humpback whale and 

dwarf minke whale. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a 

marine mammal adaptive management procedure 

(MMAMP) to ensure that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels.  

ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a marine 

mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure 

that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and 

acceptable levels. CM08: Marine 

Mammal Adaptive Management 

Plan 

45 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person referenced 

the cetacean stranding 

record for King Island and 

NW Tasmania, stating that it 

is fair to assume the 

exploration areas could be 

traversed by many cetacean 

species at any time of year. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

The draft Environment Plan includes an assessment of 

impacts and risks to a range of cetacean species, 

including low and high frequency cetaceans and those 

with biologically important areas and behaviours. The 

level of detail provided in the Environment Plan is 

commensurate to the significance and uncertainty 

associated with impacts and risks. Modelling for a 

range of activities has been conducted and will be used 

to complete the assessment of impacts from drilling 

activities. An overview of the assessment findings is 

provided in the attached information sheet on Marine 

Mammals. 

None 

46 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person 

recommended that marine 

mammal monitoring and 

mitigation actions and 

procedures should be 

implemented, similar to 

those outlined in EPBCA 

Policy 2.1 and the 

Underwater Piling Noise 

Guidelines. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a 

marine mammal adaptive management procedure 

(MMAMP) to ensure that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels. The 

adaptive management procedure will be based on the 

principles of EPBC Act Policy Statement 2.1, among 

other things, to the degree that we can apply them to 

drilling activities and to the degree of relevance to 

seabed survey activities. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a marine 

mammal adaptive management 

procedure (MMAMP) to ensure 

that impacts to marine mammals 

are reduced to ALARP and 

acceptable levels. CM08: Marine 

Mammal Adaptive Management 

Plan 

47 995, 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person requested 

that the occurrence of 

cetaceans, pinnipeds, turtles, 

and/or penguins within 

T/49P is reported within 90 

days. Further, that those 

within 500 m of the drilling 

or survey activity are 

reported within 24 hours. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"We would appreciate gaining an understanding of the 

basis of the request to provide data on a 

frequent/urgent (i.e. 90 day/24hour) basis.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia proposes, alternatively, to 

include requirements to provide NRE-Tas with data on: 

- Observations of marine fauna within the T/49P 

operational area at the end of the activity, or on an 

annual basis where the activity spans a number of 

years, and 

- within 2 hours in the event of an incident involving a 

Cetacean, e.g. vessel collision (noting that we have 

requirements to notify Injury or death of EPBC Act-

listed fauna (e.g., vessel collision) as follows:  

Updated Implementation Strategy 

- Tables 10-8 and 10-10. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

- Whale and dolphin emergency hotline – 1300 136 017 

- Seals, Penguins or Marine Turtles – 136 186 (Mon-Fri 

8am to 6pm)  

- AGL Marine Response Unit 1300 245 678. 

 

We can add 0427 942 537 to this notification 

requirement if that is sufficient. Please see attached 

proposed amendments to the Implementation Strategy 

for the activity - namely the proposed inclusions to 

Table 10-8 and 10-10. 

 

The data collected would include ID to species where 

possible, location-GPS (grid reference GDA94), 

observer name, date, number of individuals and area 

occupied. " 

48 995, 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person 

recommended that surveys 

are conducted to collect 

baseline information on 

species presence prior to 

seabed surveys and 

exploration drilling ; and that 

passive acoustic mooring 

technology may provide a 

cost-effective and robust 

option for establishing the 

occurrence of cetaceans and 

pinnipeds. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"Noted: Information from aerial surveys is being used 

to inform the Environment Plan.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia will include consideration of 

alternative monitoring techniques, including passive 

acoustic monitoring, in the ALARP assessment." 

Information 

49 995, 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person stated that 

they are aware that 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 

conducted monthly aerial 

marine mammal surveys in 

the Otway Basin in 2021 and 

2022-23 and recommends 

that they surveys are used to 

inform the development of 

the EP. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Noted: Information from aerial surveys is being used to 

inform the Environment Plan. 

Information  

50 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person stated that 

indirect impacts for other 

top predators (i.e. fur seals) 

which feed on pelagic fish 

and cephalopods during the 

spring/summer/early 

autumn which is an 

energetically important 

breeding period. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

There are no biologically important areas or behaviours 

identified for Otariid species within the most 

conservative area (EMBA) that may be affected by 

sound resulting in behavioural disturbance. Reid Rocks 

is located outside of the conservative effect distance for 

behavioural disturbance.   

None 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

51 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person 

recommended that the 

impact of lighting on seabird 

species in line with the  

National Light Pollution 

Guidelines is considered in 

the proposal. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a 

Seabird Management Plan as per the National Light 

Pollution Guidelines (CoA 2020b) for the activity. Once 

safety navigational lighting requirements are met (as 

per vessel class), the Management Plan will detail 

additional mitigations to manage light based on the 

information in the Seabird Light Mitigation Toolbox and 

at a minimum will implement: 

• Screens, blinds or window tinting on windows to 

contain light inside the rig and vessels. 

• Outdoor/deck lights when not necessary for human 

safety or navigation will be turned off. 

• Lights will be directed onto work areas.  

• Program for handling grounded birds. 

• Reporting requirements." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia will 

develop and implement a Seabird 

Management Plan as per the 

National Light Pollution Guidelines 

(CoA 2020b) for the activity. Once 

safety navigational lighting 

requirements are met (as per vessel 

class), the Management Plan will 

detail additional mitigations to 

manage light based on the 

information in the Seabird Light 

Mitigation Toolbox and at a 

minimum will implement: 

• Screens, blinds or window tinting 

on windows to contain light inside 

the rig and vessels. 

• Outdoor/deck lights when not 

necessary for human safety or 

navigation will be turned off. 

• Lights will be directed onto work 

areas.  

• Program for handling grounded 

birds. 

• Reporting requirements." 

 

CM02: Vessel and MODU 

Operating Procedures 

CM07: Light Management Plan  

52 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person 

recommended that indirect 

impacts of prey disturbance 

should be considered for 

seabirds, particularly during 

energetically important 

breeding seasons. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

"The draft Environment Plan includes an assessment of 

impacts to seabird prey species associated with routine 

lighting and flaring light emissions, and fish and 

invertebrates (prey species) associated with continuous 

and  impulsive underwater sound, where relevant.  

Depending on the final drilling locations, light 

associated with short-term flaring has the potential to 

affect breeding BIAs for three species (Short-tailed 

Shearwater, Black-faced Cormorant and Little Penguin). 

The impact from flaring will only be intermittent and 

temporary (approximately 120 hours per well in the 

event that hydrocarbons are identified) and is therefore 

not expected to interrupt breeding behaviours or cause 

impact at a population level. Given the large areas 

typically covered by foraging individuals, and the 

transient nature of the species, light impacts from 

flaring are not expected to cause significant impacts to 

foraging behaviours. Continuous and impulsive 

underwater sound impact assessments predict no 

injury and only localised, temporary behavioural 

Information 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

disturbance of fish and invertebrate prey species during 

seabed surveys and drilling operations.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a 

Seabird Management Plan as per the National Light 

Pollution Guidelines (CoA 2020b) for the activity. Once 

safety navigational lighting requirements are met (as 

per vessel class), the Management Plan will detail 

additional mitigations to manage light based on the 

information in the Seabird Light Mitigation Toolbox and 

at a minimum will implement: 

• Screens, blinds or window tinting on windows to 

contain light inside the rig and vessels. 

• Outdoor/deck lights when not necessary for human 

safety or navigation will be turned off. 

• Lights will be directed onto work areas.  

• Program for handling grounded birds. 

• Reporting requirements." 

53 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person stated that 

the shy albatross, short-

tailed shearwater and little 

penguin are present on off 

the west coast of Tasmania. 

Relevant person suggested 

that acoustic disturbance on 

these species is considered 

and that the avoidance of 

key foraging habitat is 

avoided during the breeding 

season. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

The draft Environment Plan now includes an 

assessment of non-impulsive and impulsive underwater 

sound emissions to birds, including a change in  

behaviour, hearing capacity and physical condition. 

There are no thresholds for underwater sound impacts 

to birds. As such, no modelling can be conducted. The 

threshold for physiological damage on the auditory 

system for birds is unknown. Most seabirds are 

generally shallow divers and utilise surface waters 

where the acoustic signals ‘destructively interfere’ with 

the sea surface, resulting in much lower sound 

exposure compared with deeper waters (Marine 

Technology Directorate, 1996: cited in SCAR, 2002) and 

the time of exposure underwater is short. If individual 

birds or flocks are present in the Environmental 

Planning Area during activities, vessel movement is 

expected to temporarily deter them from foraging in 

the immediate vicinity of the vessel or drilling rig. The 

uncertainty of underwater sound impacting individuals 

or a population of any given species during 

plunge/dive feeding is extremely low. While 

resting/rafting on the water surface, there is limited 

potential for seabirds to be affected by the underwater 

sound due to the limited transmission of sound 

between the air-water interface. If there is an effect, it is 

likely to be a startle response, resulting in the bird 

flying away. Seabirds feed on multiple prey species and 

have widespread foraging areas. While displacement of 

some prey species may result in the displacement of 

these birds, this impact is localised, temporary and 

Included an assessment of acoustic 

impacts to bird species in the 

Environment Plan, section 6.6.7.1 

Ecological Receptors, Birds; and 

section 6.7.6.1 Ecological 

Receptors, Birds (previously not 

considered). 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

recoverable in any one location. Given their widespread 

foraging areas (ACAP 2018) and the small area possibly 

affected by prey displacement, seabirds are not 

expected to be impacted by reduced net foraging 

opportunities. Impacts to shorebird species are not 

predicted from the activity, given their prey is 

concentrated within the intertidal zone along the 

coastline. The little penguin is capable of diving to 72 m 

but typically dives to 10-20 m. The species is known to 

generally forage within 20 km of their nesting site 

during the non-breeding season and 15 km of their 

nest during the breeding season (October to 

December) (Australian Wildlife, 2014). The little penguin 

has a foraging BIA (10 km buffer) around Christmas 

Island (off the northeast coast of King Island), which is a 

breeding colony. The Operational Area for T/49P is 

more than 20 km from the little penguin BIA. On this 

basis, encounter rates with little penguin within 

Operational Areas is expected to be low. It is inferred 

that penguins have relatively poor hearing thresholds 

in the lower frequencies (McCauley, 1994). As seabirds 

spend very little time underwater, and shorebirds 

including the little penguin are located outside of the 

Operational Areas, impacts to birds from underwater 

sound emissions are not predicted. 

55 995, 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person detailed a 

list of land tenures, 

specifically in relation to 

Tasmania, that should be 

considered under the EP. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has updated the description of 

the existing environment to include the identified 

values and sensitivities and has carried these through 

the risk assessment chapters for Loss of Well Control 

and Marine Diesel Oil, where relevant to the 

environment that may be affected by these worst-case 

credible scenarios.   

Updated Existing Environment 

Chapter and risk assessment for 

Loss of Well Control, and Marine 

Diesel Oil where relevant). 

57 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person stated that 

impacts to cultural and 

natural values of reserves 

may be impacted from 

"worst case scenarios". 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Noted. During the development of the Environment 

Plan, and through consultation, ConocoPhillips 

Australia is seeking to identify information on values 

and sensitivities within the environmental planning area 

and including this information in the Existing 

Environment and Risk Assessment chapters for worst-

case scenarios including invasive marine species, 

marine diesel oil spills and loss of well control events. 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process 

CM02: Vessel and MODU 

Operating Procedures 

CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection 

Program 

CM06: MODU Mooring Plan 

CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive 

Management Plan 

CM09: Drilling Program 

CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil and 

Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 

CM14: Operational and Scientific 

Monitoring Plan (OSMP) 

CM15: Well Design and Delivery 

Process (WDDP) 

CM16: Source Control Emergency 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Response Plan (SCREP), inclusive of 

Relief Well Plan 

CM17: NOPSEMA Accepted Well 

Operations Management Plan 

59 995, 3241, 4145 Claim Relevant person suggested 

that the EP should consider 

the emergency response 

capabilities and existing 

framework for different 

scenarios including King 

Island and associated 

emergency management 

committees, State and 

regional emergency 

management committees, 

land authorities and lead 

agencies. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

The Otway exploration drilling program Environment 

Plan and Oil Pollution Emergency Plan are being 

developed in consideration of consultation feedback 

from EPA-Tas as the control agency. In addition, 

consultation has been conducted with NRE-Tas, 

including Biosecurity and Parks and Wildlife Services 

(coordinated through a central contact), and King 

Island Council. ConocoPhillips Australia has reached 

out to the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania and is 

pursuing an opportunity to meet. 

"Consult with: 

- King Island Council 

- NRE-Tas - coordinated 

consultation across the department 

including Biosecurity and Parks and 

Wildlife Services 

- EPA-Tas 

- We have reached out to the 

Aboriginal Land Council of 

Tasmania and are pursuing a 

meeting." 

1128 4607 Claim Relevant person highlighted 

that noise pollution is 

currently a significant 

concern in the marine 

environment. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised in same meeting that 

underwater noise guidelines are being developed but 

had been delayed, and that the company involved in 

developing the  guidelines is COPs consultant. Impacts 

assocaited with underwater sound are assessed in 

detail in EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7.  

N/A 

1129 4607 Claim Relevant person expressed 

concerns about the 

limitations of Tactical 

Response Plans (TRPs), 

preferring to follow the First 

Strike Response Plan for 

King Island. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised that they had included 

ground-truthing in the scope of work for the TRPs.  

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make contact 

with Parks Australia to support access to private land 

during ground truthing of the tactical response plans 

developed for King Island. Unfortunately, Parks Victoria 

were unable to assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips 

undertook to complete ground truthing of areas with 

public access and reviewed access to areas on private 

land as far a public access would allow from 12 to 15 

July 2023. 

N/A 

1130 4607 Claim Relevant person suggested 

that King Island, being a 

distinct community, should 

be consulted independently. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia engaged with King Island 

community through 5 community sessions held over 3 

separate days on 15/03/2023, 17/05/2023 and 

13/07/2023. Sequential Event ID’s are 1085, 1304, 2641, 

2642 and 2643. 

 

1131 4607 Claim Relevant person noted that 

the physical impact of the 

operation on the seafloor is 

minimal due to the depths 

and the SRL habitat typically 

being less than 100m. 

 
As detailed in EP Section 4.6.4.2 (Crustaceans), giant 

crab are found 'in the shelf break habitat associated 

with bryozoan substrates between 140 m and 270 m 

(Poor 2004, Leon et al. 2017). The habitat of early 

juveniles has yet to be established, however there is 

some evidence that smaller individuals occur in deeper 

water (Williams et al 2009; Leon unpublished data). SRL 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

are found in depths up to 150 m (DPI 2009), although 

during consultation ConocoPhillips Australia was 

advised that most habitat occurs in water depth <100 

m (Org ID: 14, Department of Natural Resources and 

Environment Tasmania (NRE TAS), Event ID: 4607, FB ID: 

1131).' Impacts to giant crabs, southern rock lobster and 

associated fisheries from seabed disturbance are 

assessed in EP Section 6.3.5.  

1210 5239 Claim Relevant person highlighted 

that well blowouts are not 

uncommon, with eight 

instances recorded between 

2014 and 2021. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of 

Well Control (LOWC) can mean simply the failure of 

one barrier in the control process but there are typically 

multiple barriers that subsequently kick in should any 

primary barrier fail. So a a LOWC can still occur and 

would still be reported to NOPSEMA, but a LOWC does 

not equate to a 'well blowout' and the subsequent 

release of any hydrocarbons to the environment. It's a 

really important distinction to make between a LOWC 

and a 'well blowout'. Further, as decribed in EP Section 

7.7.5, an assessment of historical LOWC incidents was 

undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data 

Directory (2019). This provided an indicative probability 

of a LOWC from exploration drilling that can be 

reasonably expected to occur, based on previous 

incidents. The chances of the activity resulting in a 

LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per well drilled, i.e. there is a 

0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 

corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Unlikely (L2). 

N/A 

1212 5337 Claim Relevant person highlighted 

the importance of Albatross 

Island as a nature reserve 

and breeding ground for the 

Shy Albatross. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

EP Section 4.6.7. describes habitats critical for the shy 

albatross including breeding grounds (Albatross Island, 

Bass Strait, Mewstone and Pedra Branca) and a 

substantial foraging area around Albatross Island within 

the EMBA (Figure 4 56). Potential impacts associated 

with an accidental release of hydrocarbons to albatross 

Island are asessed in EP Tables 7-21, 7-25 and 7-34. 

N/A 

1213 5337 Claim Relevant person highlighted 

the significant value and 

sensitivity of the Lavinia 

Ramsar site on King Island. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

EP Section 4.4.5.5 (Lavinia) provides information on the 

conservation significance of the Lavinia Ramsar site. 

Potential impacts associated with an accidental release 

of hydrocarbons to the Lavinia Ramsar site are assessed 

in EP Tables 7-21, 7-25, 7-30, 7-34 and 7-38. 

N/A 

1214 5337 Claim Relevant person mentioned 

the presence of Little 

Penguin colonies in the 

Southwestern areas of King 

Island. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

EP Section 4.6.7.5 (Other Marine Listed Species) 

provides information on little penguins, which are 

recognised as a conservation value in the south-east 

and temperate east (DoE 2015b; DSEWPaC 2012a). 

Potential impacts to little penguins are assessed in EP 

Section 6.4 where the flaring EMBA may overlap the 

breeding BIA on Christmas Island (off the coast of King 

Island) which is 32 km from the closest point of the 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

operational area; Section 6.6 and 6.7 for underwater 

sound; with potential impacts associated with an 

accidental release of hydrocarbons assessed in EP 

Tables 7-21 and 7-34. 

1215 5337 Claim Relevant person highlighted 

the importance of 

shearwaters to the NW 

Tasmanian First Nations 

People and emphasized the 

need to assess the impact of 

the activity on their 

migration, particularly in 

areas like Trefoil Island, a 

significant breeding site for 

the species. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

EP Section 4.6.7.2 (Shearwaters) provides information 

on the species of shearwaters that may occur within 

the operational areas and EMBAs, including 

information on the cultural practice of harvesting 

mutton birds. Additional information on the cultural 

significance of this species is provided in EP Section 

4.8.3.3 (Sea Country Values). Potential impacts to 

sheawters are assessed in EP Sections 6.4.5.1 for light, 

6.6 and 6.7 for underwater sound, 6.9 for planned 

discharges, 7.4 for interactions with marine fauna, and 

impacts associated with an accidental release of 

hydrocarbons are asessed in EP Tables 7-21, 7-25, 7-34 

and 7-38. 

N/A 

1216 5337 Claim Relevant person mentioned 

potential impacts to parks in 

the unlikely event of a loss 

of well control. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

In the same meeting (Event ID: 5337), ConocoPhillips 

Australia described the preparation and planning to 

ensure they are prepared and able to respond 

including an overview on ground truthing activities 

required for key locations, including King Island. 

ConocoPhillips Australia then undertook to make 

contact with Parks Australia (as recommended by NRE-

Tas in the meeting) to support access to private land 

during ground truthing of the tactical response plans 

developed for King Island. Unfortunately, Parks Victoria 

were unable to assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips 

undertook to complete ground truthing of areas with 

public access and reviewed access to areas on private 

land as far a public access would allow from 12 to 15 

July 2023. Potential impacts associated with an 

accidental release of hydrocarbons are assessed in EP 

Sections 7.6 and 7.7, namely Tables 7-25 and 7-38. 

N/A 

1397 4607 Question Relevant person asked for 

clarification about the pink 

line representing the 

remaining hydrocarbon in 

any form it appears in, and 

inquired about its 

appearance in the natural 

environment. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia advised in the meeting (Event 

ID: 4607) that the pink line (combined low threshold for 

LOWC) helps provide us with the planning envelope, 

for where we could potentially need to respond; and 

advised that weathered gas condensate would likely 

have similar qualities/ characteristics to Thylacine/ 

Geographe gas condensate, but we don’t know till 

we’ve extracted it. Additional information was provided 

on the weathering of gas condensate (Event ID: 2820, 

Doc ID: 2947) 

N/A 

1398 4607 Request Relevant person inquired if 

TRPs could be returned to 

EPA TAS as they are sharing 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia committed to discussing 

provision of the TRPs to Tas EPA with AMOSC who had 

developed them specifically for the modelled scenarios, 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

all the data that enables 

their creation. They also 

noted that OSRA has two 

levels of data, some of which 

is not publicly available. 

and a secure link to the TRPs was provided (Event ID: 

1369). 

1503 3241, 4145 Request Relevant person suggested 

consulting mutton birding 

stakeholders regarding 

potential risks and 

mitigation options. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Any guidance on contacts within the mutton birding 

community from NRE-Tas would be appreciated. 

 

 

 

Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

753 4993, 5107 The Environment Plan primarily considers population level impacts and/or regulatory 

requirements (e.g. Recovery Plans etc.) to determine the level of risk from operations to 

bird and marine mammal species. However, we suggest that the risk assessments and 

regulatory framework should ideally include the involuntary take of individuals of any 

listed species (Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and the Nature Conservation 

(Wildlife) Regulations 2021), as well as impacts on animal welfare, so that these risks can 

be adequately mitigated and minimised. NRE Tas considers it deficient for offshore 

operators to limit mitigation actions to address population-level risks only. Considering 

that marine species experience a variety of pressures across vast distribution ranges, 

such an approach may be detrimental to the stability and/or recovery of marine species 

populations. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Threatened Species 

Protection Act 1995 and the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021 to be of 

high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program complies. 

COPA considers the preference that the assessment process and regulatory 

framework include the involuntary take of individuals of any listed species (as required 

under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 and the Nature 

Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021), and has experience with this approach in 

other countries. However, this legislation is not applicable to the regulation of 

petroleum activities in commonwealth waters. 

Regarding the claim that the EP considers primarily population level impacts and/or 

regulatory requirements, ConocoPhillips Australia’s EP provides a structured process 

(described in detail in Chapter 5) for identifying, assessing and managing 

environmental impacts and risks to both marine life at the level of individual species, 

and to overall ecosystems including habitats and food chains where cause-effect 

pathways have been defined (as described in EP Section 5.4 Identify and Analyse 

Impacts and Risks). Further, the effects of past projects and activities, and currently 

operating projects, are captured when describing the existing condition of, and any 

pressure or threats affecting the environment (see Section 4 Description of the 

Environment). This baseline condition and understanding of the capacity of the 

receiving environment and receptors to accommodate changes, in light of existing 

pressures and threats, informs the environmental impact assessments conducted in 

Section 6 of the EP.  

Further, ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment 

methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, includes an evaluation of the potential for 

cumulative impacts, as defined by NOPSEMA (NOPSEMA Environment Plan Decision 

Making Guideline, N-04750-GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022) to values and sensitivities 

within the environment that may be affected. 

The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

754 4993, 5107 The lack of a pre-defined Biological Important Area identified in the PMST does not 

prove that a species does not exhibit biologically important behaviours in the specified 

area. Impact on wildlife should not be estimated based on the overlap of a Biological 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the identification of biologically 

important behaviours associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of 

high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these behaviours 



Important Area with the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) alone. The likely 

presence of a species within the EMBA may be sufficient to require risk control. 

were adequately assessed. 

Section 4 of the EP describes what is known of the existing biological environment of 

the Operational Area and EMBA.  The information presented in the EP and relating to 

the existing environment has been collated using the EPBC Act Protected Matters 

search plus published and unpublished sources (studies, data, and reports) to 

produce a comprehensive baseline understanding of the environmental sensitivities in 

the region.  In all instances, the source of the information presented in Section 4 of 

the EP is fully referenced to ensure transparency of the information that has been 

relied upon. 

The EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool is a key data source for describing the 

existing biological environment. For each EMBA, the tool is used to identify protect 

matters under the EPBC Act which could occur within that spatial extent, based on 

published data. The tool also provides an indication of any behaviours which may, are 

likely to or are known to occur within the spatial extent of the search, including 

breeding, foraging, roosting and migration. ConocoPhillips Australia has updated 

Tables 4-6, 4-8, 4-9, 4-11, 4-12 and 4-14 within Chapter 4 of the EP to include the 

identification of these biologically important behaviours. 

Subsequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has considered both the presence of 

Biologically Important Areas and the presence of species undertaking biologically 

important behaviours in the description of the existing environment, and also in the 

assessment of impacts to those receptors. 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the values and sensitivities relevant to 

the assessment of impacts associated with Otway Exploration Drilling Program as per 

the EPBC Act and the Environment Regulations, to be:  

• presence of Listed threatened species and ecological communities  

• presence of Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements)  

• values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment  

• values of World heritage properties  

• values of National heritage places  

• ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland  

• other values include social, economic and cultural values.  

These requirements are described in Section 5.4.2 of the EP. In addition, Section 4 of 

the EP has been prepared in accordance with the NOPSEMA (2020) Guidance Note 

‘Environment Plan Content Requirement’. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Tables 4-6, 4-8, 4-9, 4-11, 4-12 and 4-14 within 

Chapter 4 of the EP to include the identification of these biologically important 

behaviours and has confirmed these are assessed throughout the EP, in response to 

these claims. " 

755 4993, 5107 While it is noted that information from aerial cetacean surveys was used to inform the 

Environment Plan, it is recommended that this data is included in the Environment Plan. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding cetacean surveys to be of high 

merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these claims were 

adequately assessed. 

The Cetacean Surveillance Program is included in Appendix P of the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program EP." 

756 5478, 4993, 5107 6.4.5.1. Ecological Receptors - It is incorrect to assume that light pollution is not a threat 

to shearwaters based on the lack of a recovery plan for the species (noting the lack of a 

recovery plan/conservation advice is due to this species’ non-threatened status, not a 

lack of threats). Injury and mortality associated with disorientation due to artificial 

lighting are well documented for shearwater fledgelings in Tasmania and Victoria. Even 

intermittent and temporary flaring is very likely to have a substantial impact on nearby 

breeding colonies if the operation coincides with shearwater fledging, which is a 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 

completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 

temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 

proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as a 

result of the maturation of subsurface data.  



synchronised event. This applies to both short-tailed and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

Although shearwaters are not listed as threatened, they are migratory and culturally 

significant species. 

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied 

to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve 

flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species as follows: 

- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 

to 4. 

- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller 

operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit T/49P, has been reduced to 

one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

the short-tailed shearwater and the orange-bellied parrot.  

The number of DSTs that can be conducted within operational areas associated with 

the northern extent of the Victorian Permit VIC/P79-North, has been reduced to one. 

This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

short-tailed and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced 

from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  

These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 

subsurface data and supports improved environmental outcomes for light sensitive 

species.  

 

Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied 

parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during orange-bellied parrot migration 

(late-Feb to early-April and November). However, this limitation was rejected 

following assessment of: 

- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant 

costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of DSTs. 

- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the 

migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, the significant 

distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, 

and that the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent and short 

duration (<100 hours) 

- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) 

which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will also minimise the 

likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted 

to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 

- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have 

been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway Basin. 

Additional considerations of seasonal constraints for shearwaters are described 

below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to light sensitive species associated 

with routine and flaring light emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as 

reasonably practicable and acceptable. 

Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the 

June 2024 project update. 

757 4993, 5107 6.4.5.1 Ecological Receptors (p. 409) - Without control measures in place, the 

consequence severity of light and flaring impacts on shearwaters should be considered 

higher than Minor (2). 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding control measures associated with 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 

Through the ALARP process, ConocoPhillips Australia has demonstrated that there 



will be Minor (2) residual consequences associated with light emissions which do not 

have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to shearwater 

species. 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a set of control measures under 

the guidance of the National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife which recommend 

using Best Practice Lighting Design and undertaking an environmental risk 

assessment (i.e. the impact assessment within the EP) where there is important habitat 

within 20 km of a project. 

As stated in the Control Measures and Performance Standards Guidance Note (N-

04300-GN0271, August 2020), ALARP demonstration may contain the following 

process: 

• evaluation of the reasonable practicability of the identified measures and the 

implementation (or planned implementation) of the identified reasonably practicable 

measures. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

758 4993, 5107 6.4.6 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP CM07: Light Management Plan (p. 

420) - While the implementation of a Light Management Plan as per the National Light 

Pollution Guidelines (CoA 2023) is essential, it is unproven if this control measure is likely 

to effectively reduce impacts on sensitive species given that it is currently unknown what 

mitigation measures it will include. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding control measures associated with 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 

Light emissions from operational activities and flaring will be temporary, small-scale 

and reversible with low light intensity levels at nearby breeding areas. Through the 

ALARP process, ConocoPhillips Australia has demonstrated that there will be Minor 

(2) residual consequences associated with light emissions which do not have the 

potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to shearwater species. 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a set of control measures under 

the guidance of the National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife which recommend 

using Best Practice Lighting Design and undertaking an environmental risk 

assessment (i.e. the impact assessment within the EP) where there is important habitat 

within 20 km of a project. 

As stated in the Control Measures and Performance Standards Guidance Note (N-

04300-GN0271, August 2020), ALARP demonstration may contain the following 

process: 

• evaluation of the reasonable practicability of the identified measures and the 

implementation (or planned implementation) of the identified reasonably practicable 

measures. 

As per this process a light management plan will be implemented prior to the 

commencement of any operational activities.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Environmental Performance Standard (EPS 7.1 to 

require that the Light Management Plan is in place 30 days prior to the 

commencement of activities within the operational areas." 

759 4993, 5107 6.4.6 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP CM07: Light Management Plan (p. 

420) - . The residual impact rating can only be reliably determined after review of the 

Light Management Plan. Development of the Light Management Plan should include 

consultation with NRE Tas. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding control measures associated with 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 

Light emissions from 

760 4993, 5107 6.4.6 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Limit flaring to daylight hours only 

(p. 421) - Initial well testing should commence in daylight hours regardless of the 

location or season. This is to reduce impacts to all bird species sensitive to flaring light 

emissions during night time hours. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on bird species to be of 

high merit  and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to 

these species were adequately assessed. 

CM10 of the EP, requires the initial flaring event at each well to commence during 

daylight hours to reduce the impact of the initial event.  



ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

761 5478, 4993, 5107 6.4.6 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Manage the timing of the activity 

to avoid biologically sensitive periods (p. 422) - The most biologically sensitive period 

for shearwaters is synchronised fledging (around April/May), as fledglings commence 

their migration and are active at night. While the biologically sensitive periods for 

orange-bellied parrots, common diving petrels and little penguins cover longer 

timespans, it is more feasible and recommended to avoid flaring during a two-week 

window in late April/early May to prevent the injury/mortality of a large number of 

fledgling shearwaters. 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 

completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 

temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 

proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as a 

result of the maturation of subsurface data.  

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied 

to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve 

flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species as follows: 

- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 

to 4. 

- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller 

operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit T/49P, has been reduced to 

one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

the short-tailed shearwater and the orange-bellied parrot.  

The number of DSTs that can be conducted within operational areas associated with 

the northern extent of the Victorian Permit VIC/P79-North, has been reduced to one. 

This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

short-tailed and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced 

from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  

These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 

subsurface data and supports improved environmental outcomes for light sensitive 

species.  

 

Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied 

parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during orange-bellied parrot migration 

(late-Feb to early-April and November). However, this limitation was rejected 

following assessment of: 

- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant 

costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of DSTs. 

- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the 

migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, the significant 

distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, 

and that the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent and short 

duration (<100 hours) 

- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) 

which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will also minimise the 

likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted 

to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 

- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have 

been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway Basin. 

Additional considerations of seasonal constraints for shearwaters are described 

below.  



ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to light sensitive species associated 

with routine and flaring light emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as 

reasonably practicable and acceptable. 

Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the 

June 2024 project update. 

762 4993, 5107 6.4.6 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Design and implement a rescue 

program for grounded birds (p. 423) - All seabird and shorebird incidents in T/49P 

should be reported to NRE Tas. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding monitoring, mitigation and 

reporting requirements for birds to be of high merit and has reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these requirements were adequately addressed. 

EP Section 6.4 (Light Emissions, namely Table 6-13, details that crew will be instructed 

to remain vigilant for seabird collisions with the MODU and vessels (such as 

grounding on decks) and any observed/ discovered incidents will be recorded and 

reported, as follows: 

• Report any injury or death of listed threatened or migratory species from the activity 

to NOPSEMA (as per EP Table 10-8). 

• Submit annual EP Performance Reports to NOPSEMA. 

• Submit an end-of-activity EP Performance Report to NOPSEMA. 

• Observations of marine fauna within the T/49P operational area to the Department 

of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania. 

Information was added to the EP in Section 10.5.5 (Notifications and Reporting) to 

include additional reporting requirements for bird related incidents." 

763 5478, 4993, 5107 6.4.6 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Residual Impact Consequence 

Ratings (p. 424) - With the listed control measures in place, the rating for shearwaters 

should be higher than Negligible (1), due to the potential for significant light pollution 

near breeding colonies during the fledging season. 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 

completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 

temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 

proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as a 

result of the maturation of subsurface data.  

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied 

to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve 

flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species as follows: 

- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 

to 4. 

- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller 

operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit T/49P, has been reduced to 

one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

the short-tailed shearwater and the orange-bellied parrot.  

The number of DSTs that can be conducted within operational areas associated with 

the northern extent of the Victorian Permit VIC/P79-North, has been reduced to one. 

This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

short-tailed and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced 

from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  

These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 

subsurface data and supports improved environmental outcomes for light sensitive 

species.  

 

Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied 

parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during orange-bellied parrot migration 



(late-Feb to early-April and November). However, this limitation was rejected 

following assessment of: 

- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant 

costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of DSTs. 

- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the 

migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, the significant 

distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, 

and that the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent and short 

duration (<100 hours) 

- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) 

which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will also minimise the 

likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted 

to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 

- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have 

been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway Basin. 

Additional considerations of seasonal constraints for shearwaters are described 

below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to light sensitive species associated 

with routine and flaring light emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as 

reasonably practicable and acceptable. 

Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the 

June 2024 project update. 

764 5478, 4993, 5107 6.4.7 Acceptability Assessment (p. 425) - This requirement may not be met if flaring is 

undertaken near a shearwater breeding colony during fledging. 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 

completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 

temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 

proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as a 

result of the maturation of subsurface data.  

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied 

to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve 

flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species as follows: 

- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 

to 4. 

- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller 

operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit T/49P, has been reduced to 

one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

the short-tailed shearwater and the orange-bellied parrot.  

The number of DSTs that can be conducted within operational areas associated with 

the northern extent of the Victorian Permit VIC/P79-North, has been reduced to one. 

This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

short-tailed and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced 

from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  

These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 

subsurface data and supports improved environmental outcomes for light sensitive 

species.  



 

Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied 

parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during orange-bellied parrot migration 

(late-Feb to early-April and November). However, this limitation was rejected 

following assessment of: 

- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant 

costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of DSTs. 

- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the 

migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, the significant 

distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, 

and that the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent and short 

duration (<100 hours) 

- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) 

which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will also minimise the 

likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted 

to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 

- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have 

been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway Basin. 

Additional considerations of seasonal constraints for shearwaters are described 

below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to light sensitive species associated 

with routine and flaring light emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as 

reasonably practicable and acceptable. 

Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the 

June 2024 project update. 

765 4993, 5107 6.6.7.1 Ecological Receptors Birds (p. 450) - The lack of identified noise thresholds for 

seabirds does not infer that the consequences to these species are negligible. The 

timing of the little penguin breeding season is increasingly variable, with chicks recorded 

as early as July along the north-west coast of Tasmania. Therefore, both longer and 

shorter foraging trips are expected to occur year-round, and it is likely that little 

penguins will be encountered in the T/49P operational area. Precautions should be 

considered to prevent hearing injury to little penguins that may be foraging in the 

operational area when drilling activities commence. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on little penguins form 

acoustic disturbance to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 

to ensure these impacts were adequately assessed. 

It is known that individual little penguins can forage up to 62 to 147 km from their 

colony (McCutcheon et al 2011) during the winter non-breeding period. However, the 

same study shows 72% of individuals conducting single-day trips typically foraged 8-

14 km from the colony. During the breeding season (October to December) this 

species is expected to remain closer, within 15 km, to their colonies (Australian 

Wildlife, 2014). The closest little penguin foraging biological important area (BIA – 

where species are known or likely to display important behaviours such as foraging) 

to the operational areas is situated >20 km from T/49P. Whilst the presence of little 

penguins within operational areas is possible, encounter rates are expected to be low 

and impacts from impulsive underwater sound emissions are considered Negligible 

(1). If foraging individuals are encountered within the sound EMBA they are expected 

to exhibit avoidance behaviours and move away from the noise source. However, due 

to the short-term, temporary nature of the proposed activities penguins are expected 

to return quickly to the location. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has previously committed to implementing soft start 

procedures for VSP. Soft-starts involve gradually increasing the source power and 

frequency over a 30-minute period (see Appendix N). However, soft starts are not 

possible to implement for geophysical surveys (SBP) as the equipment is unable to be 

slowly increased. Additionally, soft-starts are conducted as part of normal drilling 

operations, whereby drilling commences at a slower rate to minimise downhole 

vibrations and torque, effectively reducing the initial sound levels from this activity, 



allowing for fauna to move away from the sound source. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

766 4993, 5107 6.6.7.1 Ecological Receptors High Frequency Cetaceans (p. 452) - Although no defined 

BIAs were found through the PMST, it is very likely that foraging HF cetaceans will be 

encountered within the EMBAs, particularly dolphin species. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to seals from the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment 

Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 

 

As stated in Chapter 6.6, certain activities such as the operation of vessels, the MODU 

and helicopters, generate continuous underwater sound emissions. Noise modelling 

was undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). Section 6.6.3 of the EP states the sound 

exposure guidelines for the onset of Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary 

Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for continuous sound sources 

for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-25 of the EP shows that the 

noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS for otariid seals was predicted during: 

• PTS – Scenario 4: MODU + Supply Vessel and Scenario 6: MODU + Supply + 

Resupply Vessel at T/49P  

• TTS – Scenario 4: MODU + Supply Vessel 

Maximum distances for potential impact extend 60 m and 100 m, respectively, over 24 

hours of activity from the sound source. The PMST Report for the largest conservative 

effect distance of 3.59 km (Appendix B) based on TTS criteria for low-frequency 

cetaceans, identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds (Arctocephalus forsteri, 

Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) none of which have biologically 

important areas or behaviours identified within the 3.59 km EMBA. It is unlikely that a 

seal would be within 60 to 100 m of the MODU for up to 24 hrs and thus PTS or TTS 

to seals is not predicted. 

Any predicted impacts from continuous underwater sound emissions would likely be 

limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidance, within highly localised areas. 

Table 6-26 of the EP shows that the noise effect behavioural sound criteria for marine 

mammals was a maximum of 12.6 km at the shelf and 22.8 km at the shelf edge 

(extending in the offshore direction only). Behavioural impacts to otariid seals are 

predicted to result in temporary avoidance within highly localised areas (maximum 

22.8 km from the sound source) while periodic, short-term activities are undertaken. 

The PMST Report (Appendix B; 22.8 km EMBA for behavioural disturbance to marine 

mammals on the shelf edge) identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds 

(Arctocephalus forsteri, Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) which may 

occur within the 22.8 km EMBA. No biologically important areas were identified; 

however, breeding was a behaviour identified to occur for the Australian fur-seal. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 

6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, 

are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including 

downhole formation evaluation (VSP) as described in detail above. 

Section 6.7.2.1 of the EP states the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of 

Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current 

interim criterion for impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural 

threshold. Table 6-36 of the EP shows that the noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS for 

otariid seals was not reached during any modelled scenario. Therefore, any predicted 

impacts would be limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidances within highly 

localised areas (maximum 1.5 km from the sound source) while infrequent, short-term 



SBP and VSP activities are undertaken. The PMST Report (Appendix B; 2 km EMBA for 

behavioural disturbance to marine mammals during VSP) identified 3 species of EPBC 

Listed pinnipeds (Arctocephalus forsteri, Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca 

cinerea) which may occur within the 2 km EMBA, however, no biologically important 

areas or behaviours were identified. 

No BIAs were identified within the maximum extent where seals may be impacted 

(22.8 km- behavioural threshold for non-impulsive noise), however a biologically 

important behaviour (breeding) for the Australian fur-seal was identified in the PMST 

search for this area. Several breeding islands are known to be located on the offshore 

islands of Tasmania. Reid Rocks is identified in the EP as one of the nearest breeding 

colonies to the T/49P operational area for the Australian fur-seal (EP Section 4.6.9 and 

Figure 4-47). Reid Rocks is located approximately 52 km from the T/49P operational 

area, approximately 29 km beyond the largest noise EMBA (22.8 km). ConocoPhillips 

Australia has reviewed the literature used in the EP to inform the presence of seals 

undertaking foraging and breeding behaviours.  

Section 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the EP have been updated with consideration of 

literature which found that female seals tend to forage in the mid- outer continental 

shelf/ shelf waters at depths of <200 m and therefore may forage within the 

operational areas (Arnould and Kirkwood, 2008; Shaughnessy, 1999). These impact 

assessment sections have also been updated to include consideration of the Reid 

Rocks breeding colony and reflects the information previously provided in the Existing 

Environment (Section 4.6.9). 

Anthropogenic noise impacts to seals have been thoroughly assessed in Sections 

6.6.6 and 6.7.6 of the EP. As stated above it is unlikely for seals to remain within 60-

100 m of the sound source for the duration required to experience PTS and TTS from 

non-impulsive sound (24 hours). Therefore, physical impacts to seals affecting their 

ability to utilise underwater sounds while hunting is not predicted to occur. Further, 

impacts associated with the furthest EMBA (22.8 km) are purely behavioural and have 

the potential to result in the species avoidance of the area. Any behavioural impacts 

associated with impulsive sound sources are restricted to within 1.5 km of VSP and will 

be infrequent and short-term. Therefore, although foraging may occur within the 

operational areas it is not anticipated that activities associated with the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program will affect the foraging success of pinniped species due 

to large foraging range of the species and the localised area of disturbance. 

As detailed in Section 6.7.6.1 of the EP, the noise effect criteria for mortality, 

recoverable injury and TTS thresholds of fish species was predicted during VSP at 

maximum distances of only 30 m, 40 m and 450 m, respectively, over 24 hours of 

activity from the sound source. Note, VSP represents the highest amplitude sound 

source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 

consequence evaluation. Due to the short-term, temporary activity with minimal areas 

of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in 

prolonged or extreme exposure to fish species. Therefore, any impacts to fish species 

are not expected to impact the foraging success of seal species. 

Note, PTS and TTS resulting from continuous underwater sound emissions was not 

predicted for fish species.  

Finally, as described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) pinnipeds such as 

those with a potential presence within the operational area (Arctocephalus forsteri, 

Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) are highly agile species that have the 

ability to haul themselves onto rocks and oil and gas platform structures. A review 

conducted by Peel et al. (2016) of Australian vessel strike data from 2000-2015 found 

that there were no vessel interaction reports during the period for Australia sea-lions, 



Australian or New Zealand fur- seals. Although there have been incidents of seals 

being injured by boat propellers, all indications can be attributed to the seal 

interacting/playing with a boat, rather than ‘boat strike’, with a number of experts 

indicating the incidence of boat strike for seals is very low (Peel et al. 2016). Due to 

the short duration of exploration activities and slow vessel speeds within operational 

areas the risk of vessel strike to pinnipeds is considered low.  

The EP has been updated to include the Tasmanian Threatened Species Status of 

Arctocephalus forsteri in section 4.6.9.1. Updates to the Fauna Management Plan have 

occurred to include the detection of seals within MFO duties in Section 4. Further, 

sections 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the EP have been updated with consideration of 

literature that finds female seals may forage in the mid- outer continental shelf/ shelf 

waters in depths of <200 m." 

767 4993, 5107 6.6.8 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP CM08: Whale Management Plan 

(p. 464) Residual Impact Consequence Ratings (p. 469) - The full Whale Management 

Plan is not attached in the appendices with the EP. Therefore, it is impossible to assess 

whether the control measures detailed in the Plan will effectively reduce impacts on 

sensitive species. As such, it is uncertain if the listed residual impact consequence rating 

is reliable for marine mammals and little penguins. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Whale Management Plan to 

be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) and the (now titled) 

Fauna Management Plan to ensure these claims have been adequately considered. 

The (now titled) Fauna Management Plan was made available during public comment 

in Appendix N of the EP. The appendices to the EP were located on  NOPSEMA’s 

website (docs.nopsema.gov.au/A1032537).  

Specific control measures relating to the management of impulsive and non-

impulsive noise on whales including blue whales and southern right whales are 

detailed within the Fauna Management Plan (formerly Whale Management Plan 

included as Appendix N during public comment)." 

768 4993, 5107 The Whale Management Plan should be considered in conjunction with the EP, so that 

the residual consequence impact ratings can be effectively assessed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Whale Management Plan to 

be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) and the (now titled) 

Fauna Management Plan to ensure these claims have been adequately considered. 

Specific control measures relating to the management of impulsive and non-

impulsive noise on whales including blue whales and southern right whales are 

detailed within the Fauna Management Plan (formerly Whale Management Plan 

included as Appendix N during public comment). Control Measure CM08: Fauna 

Management Plan and associated EPS’ 8.1- 8.11 ensure impacts to whales will be 

mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 

regulatory requirements (see EP table 9-1). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims. 

" 

769 4993, 5107 Development of the Whale Management Plan should include consultation with NRE Tas. 

In addition to whales, the Plan should extend to other marine mammals. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Whale Management Plan to 

be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) and the (now titled) 

Fauna Management Plan to ensure these claims have been adequately considered. 

Environmental Performance Standard 8.2 in the EP (Section 9) requires that: The WMP 

(now FMP) will be developed in consultation with cetacean specialists in Victoria and 

Tasmania (Event ID: 2521, Reg16b ID: 85). This was intended to include relevant state 

government department specialists and EPS 8.2 has been updated to ensure that this 

requirement, and the timing for completion of the Plan, are explicit. ConocoPhillips 

Australia has undertaken to expand the scope of the Whale Management Plan to 

incorporate controls for other species. This plan is now titled the Fauna Management 

Plan." 

770 4993, 5107 6.6.8 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP - Implementation of soft starts. 

While it is not feasible to perform a soft start for vessel noise emissions, it is 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding additional control measures such 

as soft starts to limit potential impacts to marine mammal species to be of high merit 



recommended that drilling operations commence with a soft start procedure. Soft start 

procedures will benefit marine mammals and little penguins. 

and has reviewed the EP to ensure these are adequately captured. 

Soft starts are conducted as part of normal drilling operations, whereby drilling 

commences at a slower rate to minimise downhole vibrations and torque, effectively 

reducing the initial sound levels from this activity. EP Table 6-29 (Control measures 

and ALARP demonstration) has been updated to reflect this normal operation which 

will allow fauna to move away, potentially reducing impacts.   

EP Table 6-29 (Control measures and ALARP demonstration) has been updated to 

reflect the use of soft starts during drilling.  " 

771 4993, 5107 6.6.8 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Management Plan for Blue Whales 

Management Plan for Southern Right Whales (p. 466) - As it is not specified how non-

impulsive sound will be managed in BIAs of these species, it is uncertain whether this 

measure will be effective in reducing risk to these species to acceptable levels. In 

addition to migration BIAs, anthropogenic sound should be managed so that southern 

right whales are not displaced or disturbed in calving and aggregation areas. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Whale Management Plan to 

be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) and the (now titled) 

Fauna Management Plan to ensure these claims have been adequately considered. 

The (now titled) Fauna Management Plan was made available during public comment 

in Appendix N of the EP. The appendices to the EP were located on  NOPSEMA’s 

website (docs.nopsema.gov.au/A1032537).  

Specific control measures relating to the management of impulsive and non-

impulsive noise on whales including blue whales and southern right whales are 

detailed within the Fauna Management Plan (formerly Whale Management Plan 

included as Appendix N during public comment). Control Measure CM08: Fauna 

Management Plan and associated EPS’ 8.1- 8.11 ensure impacts to whales will be 

mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 

regulatory requirements (see EP table 9-1). 

The impulsive and non-impulsive sound EMBAs do not overlap the reproduction 

Biologically Important Area (BIA) for southern right whales, as shown in EP Figure 6-

27 which plots the largest sound EMBA. Consequently, impacts are not predicted to 

result in displacement or disturbance in this area. 

Environmental Performance Standard 8.2 in the EP (Section 9) requires that: The WMP 

(now FMP) will be developed in consultation with cetacean specialists in Victoria and 

Tasmania (Event ID: 2521, Reg16b ID: 85). This was intended to include relevant state 

government department specialists and EPS 8.2 has been updated to ensure that this 

requirement, and the timing for completion of the Plan, are explicit." 

772 4993, 5107 6.6.8 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Avoid periods of marine fauna 

sensitivity (i.e. whale migration, foraging) (p. 465, 466) Aerial Surveys Drone Surveys (p. 

467) - Prior to commencing drilling operations, the EMBA for behavioural disturbance to 

LF cetaceans should be scanned for the presence of blue whales and southern right 

whales to avoid disturbance of these species. Drilling operations should commence with 

a soft start procedure after whales have left the EMBA. Without scanning the EMBA 

(through aerial or drone surveys), it is not possible to know if foraging blue whales are 

displaced when drilling activities commence. Therefore, the likelihood of disturbance of 

a foraging blue whale is not considered to be Remote. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding additional control measures such 

as soft starts and drone surveys to limit potential impacts to marine mammal species 

to be of high merit and has reviewed the EP to ensure these are adequately captured. 

Soft starts are conducted as part of normal drilling operations, whereby drilling 

commences at a slower rate to minimise downhole vibrations and torque, effectively 

reducing the initial sound levels from this activity. EP Table 6-29 (Control measures 

and ALARP demonstration) has been updated to reflect this normal operation which 

will allow fauna to move away, potentially reducing impacts.   

The use of drones to support marine mammal detections has been assessed in EP 

Table 6-29 (Control measures and ALARP demonstration). It is not known if drone 

surveys have been effectively used as a real-time monitoring method to date due to 

the physical range of drones being (4 – 5 km). Further, drone operations are sensitive 

to wind limiting operations in the Otway. As Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs) will be 

present, ConocoPhillips Australia consider there to be a negligible observation benefit 

provided by drones. The dropped object risk, operational limitations and costs are 

disproportionate to the negligible environmental benefit. 

EP Table 6-29 (Control measures and ALARP demonstration) has been updated to 

reflect the use of soft starts during drilling.  " 

773 4993, 5107 6.6.8 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Dedicated Marine Mammal 

Observers (MMOs) (p. 467) -It is unclear how MMOs will reduce impacts from non-

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the ability of Marine Fauna 

Observers (MFOs) to detect EPBC listed cetaceans to be of high merit and has 



impulsive noise on marine mammals when no specific protocols have been identified to 

respond to the presence of a marine mammal within an EMBA. 

reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that limitations and methods have been 

adequately considered. 

Specific protocols have been developed for a situation where a marine mammal is 

observed within the Activity Action Zone during non-impulsive noise activities and are 

detailed in Figure 4-1 and 7-2 of the FMP (Appendix N). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

774 4993, 5107 6.7.6.1 Ecological Receptors Birds (p. 484, 485) - The lack of identified noise thresholds 

for seabirds does not infer that the consequences to these species are negligible. The 

timing of the little penguin breeding season is increasingly variable, with chicks recorded 

as early as July along the north-west coast of Tasmania. Therefore, both longer and 

shorter foraging trips are expected to occur year-round, and it is likely that little 

penguins will be encountered in the T/49P operational area. Precautions should be 

taken to prevent hearing injury to little penguins that may be foraging in the operational 

area when SBP and VSP activities commence. It is noted that seabirds will benefit from 

soft-start procedures that are implemented to minimise risks to cetaceans. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on little penguins form 

acoustic disturbance to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 

to ensure these impacts were adequately assessed. 

As stated in EP Section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities are included within 

the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 

evaluation and geophysical surveys. 

It is known that individual little penguins can forage up to 62 to 147 km from their 

colony (McCutcheon et al 2011) during the winter non-breeding period. However, the 

same study shows 72% of individuals conducting single-day trips typically foraged 8-

14 km from the colony. During the breeding season (October to December) this 

species is expected to remain closer, within 15 km, to their colonies (Australian 

Wildlife, 2014). The closest little penguin foraging biological important area (BIA – 

where species are known or likely to display important behaviours such as foraging) 

to the operational areas is situated >20 km from T/49P. Whilst the presence of little 

penguins within operational areas is possible, encounter rates are expected to be low 

and impacts from impulsive underwater sound emissions are considered Negligible 

(1). If foraging individuals are encountered within the sound EMBA they are expected 

to exhibit avoidance behaviours and move away from the noise source. However, due 

to the short-term, temporary nature of the proposed activities penguins are expected 

to return quickly to the location. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has previously committed to implementing soft start 

procedures for VSP. Soft-starts involve gradually increasing the source power and 

frequency over a 30-minute period (see Appendix N). However, soft starts are not 

possible to implement for geophysical surveys (SBP) as the equipment is unable to be 

slowly increased. Additionally, soft-starts are conducted as part of normal drilling 

operations, whereby drilling commences at a slower rate to minimise downhole 

vibrations and torque, effectively reducing the initial sound levels from this activity, 

allowing for fauna to move away from the sound source 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

775 4993, 5107 6.7.7 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP CM08: Whale Management Plan 

(p. 492) -While the implementation of a Whale Management Plan is essential, it is 

impossible to assess whether this will effectively reduce impacts on sensitive species, as 

the specific control measures have not been detailed in the EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Whale Management Plan to 

be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) and the (now titled) 

Fauna Management Plan to ensure these claims have been adequately considered. 

The (now titled) Fauna Management Plan was made available during public comment 

in Appendix N of the EP. The appendices to the EP were located on  NOPSEMA’s 

website (docs.nopsema.gov.au/A1032537).  

Specific control measures relating to the management of impulsive and non-

impulsive noise on whales including blue whales and southern right whales are 

detailed within the Fauna Management Plan (formerly Whale Management Plan 

included as Appendix N during public comment). Control Measure CM08: Fauna 

Management Plan and associated EPS’ 8.1- 8.11 ensure impacts to whales will be 



mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 

regulatory requirements (see EP table 9-1). 

The impulsive and non-impulsive sound EMBAs do not overlap the reproduction 

Biologically Important Area (BIA) for southern right whales, as shown in EP Figure 6-

27 which plots the largest sound EMBA. Consequently, impacts are not predicted to 

result in displacement or disturbance in this area. 

Environmental Performance Standard 8.2 in the EP (Section 9) requires that: The WMP 

(now FMP) will be developed in consultation with cetacean specialists in Victoria and 

Tasmania (Event ID: 2521, Reg16b ID: 85). This was intended to include relevant state 

government department specialists and EPS 8.2 has been updated to ensure that this 

requirement, and the timing for completion of the Plan, are explicit." 

776 4993, 5107 7.4.5 Identifying Sensitive Receptors - The long-nosed fur seal (New Zealand fur seal, 

Arctocephalus forsteri) is listed as Rare under the Tasmanian Threatened Species 

Protection Act 1995. The long-nosed fur seal and Australian fur seal (Arctocephalus 

pusillus) are respectively listed as Specially Protected and Protected under the Nature 

Conservation (Wildlife) Regulations 2021. Although no BIAs were found within the PMST 

report, Australian fur seals breed on nearby Reid Rocks and lactating females are likely 

to forage within the operational area of T/49P. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to seals from the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment 

Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 

 

As stated in Chapter 6.6, certain activities such as the operation of vessels, the MODU 

and helicopters, generate continuous underwater sound emissions. Noise modelling 

was undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). Section 6.6.3 of the EP states the sound 

exposure guidelines for the onset of Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary 

Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for continuous sound sources 

for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-25 of the EP shows that the 

noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS for otariid seals was predicted during: 

• PTS – Scenario 4: MODU + Supply Vessel and Scenario 6: MODU + Supply + 

Resupply Vessel at T/49P  

• TTS – Scenario 4: MODU + Supply Vessel 

Maximum distances for potential impact extend 60 m and 100 m, respectively, over 24 

hours of activity from the sound source. The PMST Report for the largest conservative 

effect distance of 3.59 km (Appendix B) based on TTS criteria for low-frequency 

cetaceans, identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds (Arctocephalus forsteri, 

Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) none of which have biologically 

important areas or behaviours identified within the 3.59 km EMBA. It is unlikely that a 

seal would be within 60 to 100 m of the MODU for up to 24 hrs and thus PTS or TTS 

to seals is not predicted. 

Any predicted impacts from continuous underwater sound emissions would likely be 

limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidance, within highly localised areas. 

Table 6-26 of the EP shows that the noise effect behavioural sound criteria for marine 

mammals was a maximum of 12.6 km at the shelf and 22.8 km at the shelf edge 

(extending in the offshore direction only). Behavioural impacts to otariid seals are 

predicted to result in temporary avoidance within highly localised areas (maximum 

22.8 km from the sound source) while periodic, short-term activities are undertaken. 

The PMST Report (Appendix B; 22.8 km EMBA for behavioural disturbance to marine 

mammals on the shelf edge) identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds 

(Arctocephalus forsteri, Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) which may 

occur within the 22.8 km EMBA. No biologically important areas were identified; 

however, breeding was a behaviour identified to occur for the Australian fur-seal. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 

6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, 

are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including 

downhole formation evaluation (VSP) as described in detail above. 



Section 6.7.2.1 of the EP states the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of 

Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current 

interim criterion for impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural 

threshold. Table 6-36 of the EP shows that the noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS for 

otariid seals was not reached during any modelled scenario. Therefore, any predicted 

impacts would be limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidances within highly 

localised areas (maximum 1.5 km from the sound source) while infrequent, short-term 

SBP and VSP activities are undertaken. The PMST Report (Appendix B; 2 km EMBA for 

behavioural disturbance to marine mammals during VSP) identified 3 species of EPBC 

Listed pinnipeds (Arctocephalus forsteri, Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca 

cinerea) which may occur within the 2 km EMBA, however, no biologically important 

areas or behaviours were identified. 

No BIAs were identified within the maximum extent where seals may be impacted 

(22.8 km- behavioural threshold for non-impulsive noise), however a biologically 

important behaviour (breeding) for the Australian fur-seal was identified in the PMST 

search for this area. Several breeding islands are known to be located on the offshore 

islands of Tasmania. Reid Rocks is identified in the EP as one of the nearest breeding 

colonies to the T/49P operational area for the Australian fur-seal (EP Section 4.6.9 and 

Figure 4-47). Reid Rocks is located approximately 52 km from the T/49P operational 

area, approximately 29 km beyond the largest noise EMBA (22.8 km). ConocoPhillips 

Australia has reviewed the literature used in the EP to inform the presence of seals 

undertaking foraging and breeding behaviours.  

Section 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the EP have been updated with consideration of 

literature which found that female seals tend to forage in the mid- outer continental 

shelf/ shelf waters at depths of <200 m and therefore may forage within the 

operational areas (Arnould and Kirkwood, 2008; Shaughnessy, 1999). These impact 

assessment sections have also been updated to include consideration of the Reid 

Rocks breeding colony and reflects the information previously provided in the Existing 

Environment (Section 4.6.9). 

Anthropogenic noise impacts to seals have been thoroughly assessed in Sections 

6.6.6 and 6.7.6 of the EP. As stated above it is unlikely for seals to remain within 60-

100 m of the sound source for the duration required to experience PTS and TTS from 

non-impulsive sound (24 hours). Therefore, physical impacts to seals affecting their 

ability to utilise underwater sounds while hunting is not predicted to occur. Further, 

impacts associated with the furthest EMBA (22.8 km) are purely behavioural and have 

the potential to result in the species avoidance of the area. Any behavioural impacts 

associated with impulsive sound sources are restricted to within 1.5 km of VSP and will 

be infrequent and short-term. Therefore, although foraging may occur within the 

operational areas it is not anticipated that activities associated with the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program will affect the foraging success of pinniped species due 

to large foraging range of the species and the localised area of disturbance. 

As detailed in Section 6.7.6.1 of the EP, the noise effect criteria for mortality, 

recoverable injury and TTS thresholds of fish species was predicted during VSP at 

maximum distances of only 30 m, 40 m and 450 m, respectively, over 24 hours of 

activity from the sound source. Note, VSP represents the highest amplitude sound 

source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 

consequence evaluation. Due to the short-term, temporary activity with minimal areas 

of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in 

prolonged or extreme exposure to fish species. Therefore, any impacts to fish species 

are not expected to impact the foraging success of seal species. 

Note, PTS and TTS resulting from continuous underwater sound emissions was not 



predicted for fish species.  

Finally, as described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) pinnipeds such as 

those with a potential presence within the operational area (Arctocephalus forsteri, 

Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) are highly agile species that have the 

ability to haul themselves onto rocks and oil and gas platform structures. A review 

conducted by Peel et al. (2016) of Australian vessel strike data from 2000-2015 found 

that there were no vessel interaction reports during the period for Australia sea-lions, 

Australian or New Zealand fur- seals. Although there have been incidents of seals 

being injured by boat propellers, all indications can be attributed to the seal 

interacting/playing with a boat, rather than ‘boat strike’, with a number of experts 

indicating the incidence of boat strike for seals is very low (Peel et al. 2016). Due to 

the short duration of exploration activities and slow vessel speeds within operational 

areas the risk of vessel strike to pinnipeds is considered low.  

The EP has been updated to include the Tasmanian Threatened Species Status of 

Arctocephalus forsteri in section 4.6.9.1. Updates to the Fauna Management Plan have 

occurred to include the detection of seals within MFO duties in Section 4. Further, 

sections 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the EP have been updated with consideration of 

literature that finds female seals may forage in the mid- outer continental shelf/ shelf 

waters in depths of <200 m. 

777 5478, 4993, 5107 7.4.6.1 Ecological Receptors Birds (p. 543, 544) -Within the identified BIAs, the 

continental shelf and slope of Western Bass Strait is a key foraging area for seabirds. In 

addition, artificial lighting and flaring attract seabirds to offshore operations. Therefore, 

the likelihood of interactions with birds should be higher than Remote. This likelihood is 

even higher for shearwater species. 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 

completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and 

temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 

proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback received and as a 

result of the maturation of subsurface data.  

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied 

to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve 

flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species as follows: 

- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 

to 4. 

- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller 

operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit T/49P, has been reduced to 

one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

the short-tailed shearwater and the orange-bellied parrot.  

The number of DSTs that can be conducted within operational areas associated with 

the northern extent of the Victorian Permit VIC/P79-North, has been reduced to one. 

This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species such as 

short-tailed and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced 

from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  

These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 

subsurface data and supports improved environmental outcomes for light sensitive 

species.  

 

Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied 

parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during orange-bellied parrot migration 

(late-Feb to early-April and November). However, this limitation was rejected 

following assessment of: 



- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant 

costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of DSTs. 

- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the 

migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, the significant 

distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, 

and that the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent and short 

duration (<100 hours) 

- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) 

which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will also minimise the 

likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted 

to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 

- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have 

been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway Basin. 

Additional considerations of seasonal constraints for shearwaters are described 

below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to light sensitive species associated 

with routine and flaring light emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as 

reasonably practicable and acceptable. 

Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the 

June 2024 project update. 

778 4993, 5107 7.4.6.1 Ecological Receptors Marine mammals (p. 545 – 548) - Drilling and seabed 

surveys will span over a total of over 17 months and 9 weeks respectively between 2024-

2028. Therefore, the activities are not considered to be of short duration and the 

likelihood of marine mammal interactions is higher than Remote, if no control measures 

are in place. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim that the likelihood of marine mammal 

interactions is higher than remote if no control measures are in place to be of high 

merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the of interactions 

with marine mammals are appropriately categorised. 

As outlined in Figure 5-2 of the EP, assessment of likelihood considers historical 

information and requires professional judgement. Based on the assessment of 

likelihood, a “remote” likelihood represents an event which has occurred or has been 

heard of within the industry. ConocoPhillips Australia considers this an appropriate 

assessment of likelihood given historical records of interaction with marine fauna. The 

classification of likelihood assumes that legislative and other best practice 

requirements are in place, such as vessel speed restrictions and separation distances 

provided for in EPBC Regulations (Part 8 Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans). 

Additional control measures have been identified to further reduce likelihood of 

marine fauna interaction, as outlined in CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix 

N). This includes the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 

vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, soft-start and shutdown 

procedures, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 

operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity 

requirements. 

The adopted control measures reduce the likelihood of interactions with marine fauna 

and are considered effective and appropriate to the nature and scale of predicted 

environmental impacts. In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts 

and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all 

environmental regulatory requirements. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 



779 4993, 5107 7.4.7 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP CM08: Whale Management Plan 

(p. 549) - In addition to whales, the MMO and Officer of the Watch should take note of 

seal observations in proximity of the vessels and respond appropriately to avoid 

potential vessel strikes. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding observations required for the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the claim is adequately assessed. 

The Fauna Management Plan has been updated to include detection of seals within 

MFO duties and a requirement for the implementation of avoidance measures if an 

individual is spotted has been included." 

780 4993, 5107 7.4.7 Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP Mitigation (p. 551) - Vessel strikes 

and other wildlife interactions resulting in mortality or injury in T/49P should be 

reported to NRE Tas on the Whale Hotline. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the risk of vessel collision with 

marine mammals as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high 

merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks are 

adequately assessed. 

As stated in Chapter 10 (Implementation Strategy) of the EP, in the extremely unlikely 

and unfortunate circumstance where injury or death to an EPBC-listed species occurs, 

relevant state government departments (listed in Table 10-8) will be contacted within 

2 hours of ConocoPhillips Australia becoming aware of the incident. 

The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N – formerly Whale Management Plan) has 

been updated to include Section 4 (Fauna Management Actions – Interactions 

between Vessels and Fauna) in response to these claims." 

781 4993, 5107 8.2 Methodology (p. 701 – 704) - The Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) is limited to 

projects and activities that are reasonably foreseeable to occur within the term of the EP 

in the offshore Otway Basin. However, where species’ BIAs span over areas larger than 

the offshore Otway Basin, populations and individuals may experience cumulative 

impacts from a wider range of activities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding cumulative impacts to marine 

mammals to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 

that the impacts of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in isolation and in 

conjunction with reasonably foreseeable activities and projects are appropriately 

assessed. 

The impact assessments documented in EP Chapter 6 are conducted in consideration 

of existing pressures and threats, but in the absence of reasonably foreseeable 

activities within the region. The stated Acceptable Level of impact related to marine 

mammals within these sections requires that the EP must not be inconsistent with 

EPBC Management Plans and Recovery Plans and the relevant Environmental 

Performance Outcomes are established, include: 

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species from the activity. 

• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours can continue while the activity is being 

undertaken. 

• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such 

that: 

  o Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not displaced 

from a foraging area. 

  o It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the area or cause injury 

(TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance. 

Although the impacts of, for example, underwater sound meet the defined acceptable 

levels a demonstrated in EP Section 6.6 and 6.7, it was identified that the impacts may 

be successive, additive or synergistic when considered in relation to other significant 

activities or projects over temporal and spatial scales. As a result, the potential for 

cumulative impacts to threatened species related to continuous underwater sound 

emissions was assessed further in EP Chapter 8. 

The cumulative impact assessment (Chapter 8) was prepared using current best 

practice for cumulative assessment, specifically guidance from the United Kingdom 

(UK) National Infrastructure Planning Advice Note Seventeen: Cumulative effect 

assessment relevant to nationally significant infrastructure programs (UK Gov 2019) 

and the New South Wales (NSW) Cumulative Impact Assessment Guidelines for State 

Significant Projects (NSW 2022). The methodology also aligns with the ConocoPhillips 

Sustainable Development Implementation Guidelines. 



When scoping the cumulative impact assessment, the spatial and temporal extent of 

the assessment were determined. For spatial extent, this depended upon the key 

matter being assessed i.e., the spatial extent for ecological impacts was based on the 

range and distribution of a particular species. The temporal extent considered both 

the key matter being assessed and the nature and scale of potential impacts to that 

key matter, ensuring that any impacts from long-term changes to the marine 

environment, for example, were captured appropriately. 

The assessment of both direct and cumulative impact considered the potential impact 

on species at an individual and population level. Where a species Biologically 

Important Area (BIA) spans over an area which is significantly larger than the EMBAs, 

as defined in EP Section 4.1, ConocoPhillips Australia ensured that individual and 

population level impacts resulting from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

conjunction with other activities and projects were assessed in the context of the 

entire BIA, not just the portion that overlaps ConocoPhillips Australia’s relevant, i.e. 

sound, EMBA. This is in line with the methodology described in Section 8, and 

international best practise for cumulative impact assessment. 

The cumulative impact assessment specifically identifies blue whale and southern 

right whale as key matters for the assessment and recognises that there is potential 

for cumulative impacts to occur as a result of concurrent and consecutive activities. 

Additional controls determined as part of the cumulative impact assessment include 

two new commitments under the Fauna Management Plan (CM08 Appendix N, 

formerly the Whale Management Plan), specifically designed to ensure that 

Titleholders are collaborating to mitigate impacts and share information to ensure 

continuous improvement over time. Measurement criteria for these new EPS are 

provided in EP Chapter 9. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to monitor projects and activities which are 

planned to occur within the spatial and temporal extent of the cumulative impact 

assessment as part of the Management of Change process (Section 10.2.7 of the EP) 

and review and update the EP accordingly when any new information is identified. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

782 4993, 5107 8.9 Outcome of Cumulative Impact Assessment Blue Whales and Southern Right Whales 

-Even if sound EMBAs do not overlap, the presence of multiple concurrent sources of 

significant anthropogenic noise (ie. Drilling and impulsive noise from seismic surveys) 

within a foraging or reproductive BIA are likely to limit the areas that are accessible to 

blue whales and southern right whales, with likely negative impacts on behaviour and 

stress levels. The additional control measures that are described are vague, with no 

measurable objectives identified for liaison with other titleholders. It is uncertain if these 

control measures will ensure that risks to these species are reduced to an acceptable 

level. The Acceptable Level of impact should include no behavioural disturbance or 

displacement to foraging blue whales and reproductive/migrating southern right 

whales. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to marine mammals and 

their habitat from underwater sound associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 

that impacts to these species were adequately assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a detailed discussion of the scientific literature 

outlining potential impacts to whales from seabed surveys and exploratory drilling 

throughout EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive) and 6.7 

(Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive).  Activity-specific underwater sound 

modelling (Appendix G of the EP) was commissioned to ensure that the extent of 

potential impacts to marine mammals were fully understood. In acknowledgement of 

the potential for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to impact whales within the 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia developed control measures in consultation 

with marine mammal experts, taking into consideration relevant Conservation 

Management Plans and all environmental regulatory requirements.   Control 

measures to reduce impacts from anthropogenic noise are outlined in Sections 6.6.8 

and 6.7.7. Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines 

specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, 

including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels 



and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility 

controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with 

the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the claims pertaining to underwater sound 

impacts and considers the detailed control measures included in the Fauna 

Management Plan will reduce the impacts associated with underwater sound to as 

low as reasonably practicable and acceptable levels.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 

raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4532 9/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following a telephone conversation on 09/11/22. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team member thanked individual for their time on the call. 

• Requested assistance on the best way to frame a request for past fishing seasons/calendar years depending on fishery.  

• Offered to arrange a call to chat through each fishery and how data is reported. 

• Provided a snip of the original request. 

4557 21/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who confirmed they were unable to attend meeting due to a research trip. 

4534 22/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous correspondence sent on 22/11/22.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual stated that they had attempted to call COP team.  

• Affirmed that there is no one within their team with a science base or report writing skills to comprehend COP team’s request. 

• Noted that they had called the week prior to convey that they had received a response from a relevant organisation who provided details of: 

• Relevant fisheries. 

• Suggested a map of the area that would be helpful to identify potential fisheries. 

• Provided details of the most northern boundary. 

• Questioned why COP team sought coastal waters.  

 

Individual stated that there was no one in IT to assist. 

4533 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to email sent on 09/11/22  

regarding fishing data request.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team member stated they were keen to progress a simplified request.  

• Requested availability for a call to discuss what data may be available 

4537 22/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team’s email sent on 22/11/22.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Provided the date and time of their attempted contact with COP as requested.  

• Outlined that they did not have the expertise to create reports or understand things from a scientific perspective.  

• Queried if COP team had approached another organisation regarding their request. 

• Asked if COP team had organisation blocks as individual could only provide information on blocks before reaching a 5-boat rule.  

• Stated they could not run a report that would generate information specific to more than 5 boats.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5333 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual thanking them for their response of 22/11/22 regarding fisheries data request. COP team member apologised for missing individual’s 

call and: 

 

• Requested details on when the individual called as there was no missed call record or message received.  

• Clarified the nature of COP team’s request by referring to a previous conversation regarding simplifying the request. Noted that the individual had flagged each 

fishery had a different data collection approach and that it was agreed COP team member would forward the initial request outlining what the COP team were 

looking for.  

• Thanked individual for the information they had provided. 

• Confirmed the spatial area of the request will continue to be large to assess largest spatial area of impact. 

• Confirmed that information on coastal fisheries is required to assess potential risks and impacts.  

4539 24/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 24/11/22 regarding their meeting with COP team member. The individual: 

• Stated they had been waiting on the call but did not click join.  

• Requested COP team member’s immediate availability as they were tied up later that day.   

4538 24/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with apology for missing call.  

COP team member:  

• Requested their availability to reschedule call.  

4541 24/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team’s request on 24/11/22 to reschedule meeting.  

The individual:  

• Provided availability for meeting. 

• Confirmed they were familiar with Teams but did not receive an indication that the COP team were online.  

• Requested that COP team advise the individual when they join the next meeting so that they do not miss it again. 

5334 24/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 24/11/22 stating that they could not join Teams meeting. COP team member: 

• Apologised for confusion as did not realise they were not familiar with Teams.  

• The team waited for 15 minutes but figured the individual had been busy.  

• Requested availability for the following week to re-schedule meeting.  

95 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with out of office auto-reply.  

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 

Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 

progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 

assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

80 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual auto reply. Provided email address for new contact at the organisation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4543 28/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to external organisation. Individual attached:  

• Scalefish blocks map.  

4544 28/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team regarding marine plant map. 

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual confirmed block structure for area and included marine plant zone map.  

• Individual stated uncertainty regarding old maps but said they will continue to try and locate the old maps. 

4542 28/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team member.  

 

Individual:  

• Confirmed they did not have the correct email address for COP team’s contact at external organisation. 

• Requested that the map be passed on to the correct address.  

 

Attached:  

• Map. 

4607 30/11/2022 Meeting - In-

person 

MEETING IN PERSON: With key organisations.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• High level briefing on project. 

• Current activities and potential impacts as understood. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• General discussion around title instrument and commitments for NOPTA. 

• Discussion on environmental and cultural values and technical questions on impact assessment findings. 

• Existing consultation guideline available.  

• Potential for collaboration and participation at COP emergency response training. 

• COP to consider position on using AMOSC Tactical Response plans in Tasmania. 

• Preferred focus is on first strike response plans subject to equitable resourcing. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Review consultation guidelines and adapt stakeholder plan to reflect EPA stakeholder engagement guidance note.  

• COP to request contact details for nominated representative. 

• COP to provide EPA with more information on condensate residue once they’ve acquired it.  

• COP to share NOPSEMA Oil Spill modelling video.  

• COP to raise with AMOSC and how to share information with State Response agencies, specifically Tactical Response Plans.  

• COP to keep in contact regarding possible participation in Observer Program for National Exercise. 

1602 2/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two relevant individuals for review following a meeting held on 30/11/22. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team thanked individuals for their time and shared that it was a great opportunity to further understand the work they do. 

• Stated that they compiled meeting notes and requested they review to ensure that they both are aligned on outcomes from meeting and agreed actions.  

 

Attached:  

• Meeting notes for review.  

1612 5/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual at one organisation to partner organisation with follow up to request from COP team member.  

 

Individual provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Latest data from flight. 

• Sperm whale sighting photographs. 

• Sperm whale shelf break map. 

 

Individual drew attention to the sighting being a location anomaly and stated that they had also sighted a large number of blue whales within the survey area.  

1613 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with thanks for their time and for sending through area maps on 28/11/22.  

 

COP team member noted:  

• They had passed on the maps which were reviewed.  

 

COP Team requested:   

• The number of active fishers in specified areas and within specified fisheries. 

• Yearly catch per block for last three years for specified areas. If per block was unavailable, then total fishers and total catch.  

• Confirmation of fishery license and if yes, then COP team could use the number of days fished for Rock Lobster.  

 

COP team CC’d external data contact so individual would have their contact details.  

Stated if requests are not possible or need refinement then to inform COP team. 

4545 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with addition to request for further information email of 07/12/22. 

 

COP team member noted:  

• They had passed on the maps which were reviewed.  

 

COP Team requested:   

• The number of active fishers in specified areas and within specified fisheries per year or combined over 3 years. Also require block codes as per maps. 

• Yearly catch per block for last three years for specified areas. If per block was unavailable, then total fishers and total catch and queried which blocks. 

 

Confirmed that fishery licenses were different.  

COP team CC’d external data contact so individual would have their contact details.  

Stated if requests are not possible or need refinement then to inform COP team. 

4546 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual notifying team that they are unavailable and away from the office for some time.  

4550 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with attached area maps as requested by COP team on 07/12/22.  

4548 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who stated they had forwarded requested fishery maps. 

4549 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team email of 07/12/22.  

 

Attached: 

• Updated fishery blocks.  

4552 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 07/12/22 wishing COP team member a good weekend.  

4547 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 07/07/22 with data request.  

 

Individual:  

• Stated they were currently out of the office. 

• Provided amendments to COP team member’s email. 

• Stated they require the blocks COP team need the information from.  

4551 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to email received on 07/12/22. COP team member wished the individual a good weekend.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1624 8/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals regarding preliminary findings relating to cetacean reports and surveys.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Attached – Cetacean Surveillance Program – Preliminary Findings Report - 2022.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Noted intent to continue this program through April 2023. 

• Confirmed COP will issue a peer reviewed final report.  

• Photos available. 

• Requested access to a range of existing data.  

1626 9/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to email received on 07/12/22 requesting specific block information to assist fisheries data request.  

 

Attached: 

• Spreadsheet with information regarding what COP team are looking for from each fishery/ block based on the maps provided.  

 

COP team confirmed there was the option to combine totals. Encouraged the individual to revert back if the excel document does not work for them.  

4095 12/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two individuals as information is relevant to both. This email is following up previous email sent on 02/12/22 regarding review of meeting 

notes from 30/11/22. 

 

Summary of information provided:  

• Requested if there were any changes they would like to make. 

 

Attached:  

•Meeting notes again for review.  

6248 14/12/2022 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 14 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 1631): Original sender was not ID 14. Incoming email was sent by 

another relevant person (ORG 33) who requested: 

• Individual apologised for the delay. 

• Confirmed the meeting notes looked fine. 

• Questioned if the meeting was recorded. Stated this would not be a problem but they were curious as the meeting notes were very detailed.  

• Stated that they were still considering if there were areas of the OSRA data that could benefit with updates. 

4096 15/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two relevant individuals as information was relevant for both. Response to their email received on 14/12/22 regarding approval of meeting 

notes. 

 

Summary if information provided: 

• Team advised that the meeting was not recorded. 

• Affirmed that they would only record a meeting if the individual requested it and if they obtained consent from all participating parties.  

• COP team member asked other individual if they had any additional comments for the meeting notes.  

1678 15/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team and other relevant person (ORG ID 33). Individual thanked COP for email of 15/12/23.  

Individual confirmed their approval of meeting notes. 

4553 15/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 09/12/22 regarding the fisheries data request.  

 

Individual: 

• Stated they had been off work. 

• That they would forward COP team’s email and excel document to relevant contacts.  

• Provided the date for when they are back in the office.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1680 5/01/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to both. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

.   Whale photos and sighting track. 

.  Survey took place in good conditions. 

.   Noted sightings of large cetaceans, krill and dolphins. 

4395 25/01/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant persons regarding completion of the January survey. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team advised the completion of the January survey. 

• Stated that COP are required to submit all cetacean sightings made within the boundaries of the marine parks to the appropriate database. 

• Provided link to all sightings data for 2022. 

• Stated that they are chasing up information on permissions for 2021 and will revert as soon as possible. 

 

Attached: 

• Whale photos. 

• Track sightings. 

729 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

727 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

5463 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Auto reply from organisation's inbox. 

726 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1691 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual with automated out of office response to COP team email of 03/02/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5464 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Auto reply - Out of Office 

5465 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Auto reply - out of office. 

728 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1693 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation with auto reply to COP team email of 03/02/23 regarding notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling 

program.  

730 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1295 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Auto reply to Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

•  Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

731 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1718 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to both. 

 

Summary of Information Provided:  

.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

.  Reported on results from the flight including number of whales sighted and krill distribution. 

.   Noted lower seabird and dolphin activity. 

.   Requested phone call. 

1462 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No Answer. Unable to leave message. 

1463 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left message. 

1464 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left Message. 

1465 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to confirm contact details.  

• Organisation member assisted in providing contact details for relevant individuals. 

1467 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the Otway 

basin.  

• Individual confirmed they had received the email but had not had chance to review it. 

• Individual noted they will respond later.  

1468 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the Otway 

basin.  

 

COP team member was advised:  

 

• The individual was in a different role. 

• That the individual’s contact email is correct.  

• That COP team’s details would be forwarded in case they had not received the email.  

1469 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the Otway 

basin.  

 

COP team member was advised:  

 

• The individual was in a different role. 

• That the individual’s contact email is correct.  

• That COP team’s details would be forwarded in case they had not received the email.  

  

1470 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No Answer. Unable to leave message. 

1471 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the Otway 

basin.  

 

• They could not pass on contact details directly.  

• They would send an email to the relevant individuals to ensure they had received COP teams’ correspondence. 

• That the relevant individuals would provide their contact details if they required more information.  

1472 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the Otway 

basin.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

COP team member was advised:  

 

• That the email had been received and forwarded it to the relevant individual. 

• It would be passed on that if the proposed activity was relevant to them, that the individual would call or email back.  

1475 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence on 15/02/23 regarding notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling 

in the Otway basin.  

1480 15/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual who confirmed receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the 

Otway basin.  

1737 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who confirmed receipt of initial correspondence on 15/02/23 regarding notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration 

drilling in the Otway basin.  

 

The individual advised:  

• COP’s correspondence had been referred to another agency.  

• The individual provided a link to the relevant webpage of the agency.  

69 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to initial correspondence sent on 03/02/23. 

 

Summary if information received: 

• Individual confirmed receipt of initial email on 15/02/23. 

• Confirmed that organisation was preparing a formal written response.  

1518 16/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE EMAIL: from individual who confirmed receipt of email 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the 

Otway basin. The individual advised:  

 

• That the correspondence was relevant to them.  

• That they do not require consultation at this time but would await further information.  

 

COP team committed to sending information as it becomes available.  

  

4610 17/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant person. COP team followed up on aerial survey completed on 16/2/23. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

.   Stated survey was successful. 

.   Reported sightings, noting that krill distribution was patchy, and dolphin and seabird sightings were similar to previous surveys. 

4232 17/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COP team member and other relevant person (ORG ID 35). Following receipt of aerial survey of 16/2/23. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

- Otway Basin 3D Multi-client Marine Seismic Survey – covering topics such as proposed activity; survey areas; environmental performance; consultation and FAQs. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

- Commented on consistent sighting of Blue Whales. 

- Explained receipt of attached summary of proposed seismic surveys. 

- Noted the areas appeared to overlay COP’s.  

- Queried COP status as client of surveys and whether COP aerial surveys will be provided to help inform the other company’s EP. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4231 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to both entities, following enquiry re seismic surveys 17/2/23. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

.   COP is not involved in the seismic surveys other than as RP for consultation. 

.   Suggested company may be unaware of marine mammal surveys. 

 

Key Actions: 

.  Individual to pass on COP contacts to enable an MOU for data sharing on aerial surveys. 

4233 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COP team member and another relevant individual as information was relevant to both. Following up on email regarding seismic surveys 

send from COP on 20/02/2023.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

.  Thanked COP team for the response and offered to develop MOU to share data. 

. Noted organisation will provide comments to seismic EP. 

 

Key Actions: 

.   Will recommend company contacts COP regarding mammal surveys. 

72 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding fisheries data.  

 

Team member enquired: 

• If they are authorised to forward data to titleholders who had struggled to receive data from the organisation. 

• If they were not authorised, should the titleholders contact the organisation directly to make a similar request. 

79 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

110 23/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team's query of 22/02/23 regarding fisheries data.  

 

• Individual advised that titleholders contact the organisation directly to access fisheries data.  

527 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team offered a meeting to discuss the proposed activity and how the individual would prefer to be involved in consultation.  

• Stated that team would be in the area on a specified date if they would prefer to have a face-to-face meeting.  

• Offered Teams meeting in the event the individual would like to receive a briefing prior to COP team’s area visit.  

529 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following up on their email sent on 15/12/22 regarding fisheries data request.  

 

Summary of information provded: 

• Team member queried if they had any luck with relevant individuals regarding the data. 

• Requested the relevant individuals’ contact details so COP team member may follow up themselves.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

530 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding the proposed offshore drilling program in the Otway Basin.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Requested an initial consultation meeting to determine the format of consultation between COP Australia and the organisation branch.  

• Provided a meeting agenda which included: what is involved in the process, an overview of the proposed activity and time frames, an overview of initial assessment 

of potential impacts and risks and a discussion to determine regular consultation cadence and information requirements.  

• Enquired if the individual was at the same offices as another relevant individual and if they would like to attend along with any other relevant individuals.  

• Requested availability and meeting preferences. 

• Stated the COP team is content with a Teams meeting but would be in the area on a specified date if the organisation members would prefer an in-person meeting.  

4554 3/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to 02/03/23 correspondence regarding fisheries data.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• individual stated they had not forgotten about the data request. 

• Enquired what years COP wanted the data to cover – the individual noted they have located an email from COP team which identifies the information the team 

would like but not the years.  

• That they had already received some information.  

548 3/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to follow up requests for fishing data previously requested and individual seeking more information. 

.   Team member clarified the details of needed data. 

5339 3/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their request of 03/03/23 for COP team member to confirm the years they wanted data for.  

 

• COP team enquired if data for the previous 3-5 years is realistic.  

• Referred to previous correspondence where individual mentioned a decade wasn’t a manageable request.  

4555 3/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual further to to their email of 03/03/23 regarding fisheries data request.  

 

Individual advised: 

• They were away from their office but would return the following week.  

• That they would revert back to COP team in due course. 

• That they had already received data the COP team would find useful. 

563 6/03/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. No answer. Left Message.  

565 6/03/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: from individual with follow up to voice message left on 06/03/23.  

 

• Individual advised that they had received COP email of 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling program which they had 

shared with other department members. 

• Individual flagged that the department was receiving many requests from offshore operators and titleholders to engage in consultation.  

• Flagged the need for a coordinated and consistent approach.  

 

• COP team acknowledged consultation fatigue 

• COP team shared that state and federal depts have consultation guidelines. 

• Shared that from a titleholder’s perspective, a consistent and centralized approach was beneficial.  

 

COP team committed to sharing consultation guideline examples with individual.  

5335 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with follow up to telephone call of 06/03/23 with examples of consultation guidance notes or directions for consultation.    

 

• COP team member provided link to Offshore Petroleum Industry Guidance Note 

• Provided email address to another organisation revising their guidance note. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  

• Victorian Joint Industry and State Oil Pollution Responses Guidance Note 2022. 

568 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to COP email of 06/03/23 regarding examples of consultation guides.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member stated that they had omitted to share the NOPSEMA consultation guideline during their telephone conversation.  

• Provided link to the relevant guideline.  

4623 8/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation in response to email sent on 03/02/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the Otway Basin.  

 

Individual noted: 

• The organisation was in the process of reviewing the information sheets. 

• Requested am extension until 21/03/23 to provide feedback. 

• Apologised for delay in responding to COP team and any inconvenience caused.  

• Advised of preferred contact and provided contact email.  

577 8/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email received on 08/03/23 regarding proposed exploration activity in the Otway Basin.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Thanked individual for following up. 

• Noted that COP Australia were in the initial stages of consultation and did not think they had provided enough information to receive feedback on.  

• Stated that they were hoping to establish who was the best contact at the organisation to consult with, what they should be consulting on and how the organisation 

would like to be consulted.  

• Discussed which individuals they had contacted within the organisation and that they had set briefing times to provide an overview of the activity and determine 

consultation approach.  

• Extended offer to provide a briefing as well the other individuals within the organisation. 

• Mentioned that the team would be in the area if the relevant organisation members favoured a face-to-face meeting.  

580 8/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to the telephone conversation on 06/03/23 regarding a coordinated consultation approach.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member noted that they had received an email from the organisation on 08/03/23. 

• Enquired if the email was the commencement of the coordinated approach.  

5336 9/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual requesting meeting with organisation be moved by 30 minutes.  

1768 10/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 09/03/23 regarding request to move consultation time.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual agreed to moving consultation time.  

• Provided a new time for meeting and requested confirmation that it suited the COP team.  

1769 10/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with follow up to their email on 10/03/23 regarding re-arranging consultation time.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual stated they had moved the meeting time. 

• Requested that COP team inform their attendees that the individual will greet them at meeting location.  

• Individual provided contact number and email address.  

5404 14/03/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 

Summary of Information Provided: 

 

• PowerPoint presentation with overview of the company, the proposed activity, Environment Plan development and consultation process. 

Key Discussion Points: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Consultation process. Organisation stated need for internal discussion and they would advise.  

• Access to additional fisheries data. COP had historic data for SRL and Giant Crab but would like to undertake assessment on all Tasmanian Fisheries. Organisation 

advised that the data requested could be provided through a third party subject to authorisation.  

 

Key Actions: 

• Organisation to provide feedback on preferred consultation approach, cadence and information format.  

• COP to formally request authorisation for third party to provide fisheries data. 

1776 16/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with meeting link to discuss the Otway Exploration Drilling Project. 

 

Summary of information received:  

• Individual requested the time that COP team members should join meeting. 

• Provided Teams link to meeting.  

5337 20/03/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 

MEETING - VIRTUAL 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• PowerPoint presentation with overview of the company, the proposed activity, Environment Plan development, consultation co-design process with relevant persons 

to determine information required, timing and format. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Scope of organisations jurisdiction 

• Impacts and risks and identified values and sensitivities, primarily related to seabirds.  

• Characteristics and impacts of rigs, chains, anchoring, flaring, noise, cetacean monitoring, strandings and behaviour changes. 

• Ongoing engagement, key milestone briefings supported by higher level summaries for consideration of relevance, functions and interests, and guidance about 

seeking clarity on relevance. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Ongoing engagement. 

MEETING - VIRTUAL:  Between organisation and COP team to discuss Otway exploration drilling project. 

683 23/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up from meeting with organisation members on 20/03/23 to discuss proposed Otway drilling program.  

 

COP team member:  

• Reiterated that organisation is due to respond to COP Australia’s consultation approach by 01/04/23.  

• Flagged that organisation noted COP team should be consulting specified individual regarding timing and seasonal sensitivities of different biological activities for 

seabirds and cetaceans and potential impacts in relation to this.  

 

Attached:  

• Draft meeting notes for review and contribution.  

4624 30/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP email of 23/03/23 with draft meeting notes to review and contribution and consultation approach.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual thanked COP team member for providing the meeting notes.  

• Confirmed that they have reviewed the notes and have no comments or edits. 

• Requested that the organisation receive email updates as key milestones are met. 

• Requested verbal briefings from COP team if agreed.  

713 31/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP email sent on 31/03/23 with agreed meeting notes. 

 

• Individual thanked COP team for forwarded the agreed meeting notes and fisheries data request. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5338 31/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 30/03/23 outlining their organisation’s preferred consultation approach. COP team member:  

 

• Confirmed the organisation’s preferred approach is accepted by COP. 

 

Attached:  

 

• Agreed meeting notes 

• Fisheries data request  

4145 10/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation with feedback regarding COP Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal written comments on the proposal for an EP.  

4625 17/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with comments for consideration regarding the EP. 

4626 17/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual’s email of 17/04/23 with organisation’s comments for consideration on the EP.  

 

• Thanked individual for their document. 

• COP Team member requested further advice on the remaining fisheries data request.  

4627 17/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with response to COP’s query regarding fisheries data request on 17/04/23.  

 

• Individual asked if COP team member had forwarded a letter to the organisation as they had not seen one.  

4628 18/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team’s email of 17/04/23 regarding fisheries data request.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual noted they had received COP team’s letter. 

• They had forwarded letter to the relevant department. 

• They will revert back to COP when they receive a response. 

1036 2/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team’s email of 17/04/23 regarding fisheries data request.  

 

• Individual stated the relevant department had reviewed the data request and noted it is beyond the permit area In Commonwealth water. 

• Requested further clarity and rationale for the quantity of the data request.  

4566 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding COP exploration drilling program.  

 

COP team member: 

• Stated they will be in the area and provided dates. 

• Requested the opportunity to meet with individual and if they were available on the proposed dates. 

• Provided hyperlink to consultation hub and referred the individual to the information sheets. 

4558 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding COP exploration drilling program.  

 

COP team member: 

• Stated they will be in the area and provided dates. 

• Requested the opportunity to meet with individual and if they were available on the proposed dates. 

• Provided hyperlink to consultation hub and referred the individual to the information sheets. 

4556 5/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 03/03/23 regarding fisheries data request.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Apologised for late reply and explained they had not been able to address reporting requests for some time. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Reaffirmed they do not have under friendly reporting. 

• Stated they currently have many active deadlines for higher priority requests. 

• Undergoing stagging issues. 

• They confirmed their issues were referred to their manager and they are awaiting a response.  

• Stated they would be going on leave and retiring.  

• Could not remember where individual and COP team had got up to with the data request. 

• Said they received a report of sorts but was unsure of the report meeting and organisation confidentiality guidelines.  

1139 8/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email received on 08/05/23 regarding fishing data request. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Thanked individual for passing on information to relevant department.  

• Enquired if COP team needed to re-request fishing data.  

• Stated the initial request had been discussed with individual referred to in email of 08/05/23 and that they had not been able to provide the information requested. 

1140 8/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email of 05/05/23 regarding fisheries data request.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Reaffirmed that they made the request earlier in the year to authorise COP team receiving fisheries data.  

• Confirmed that this was the remaining data to be received. 

• Extended offer for individual to contact COP team member further in the event more information is required.  

 

Attached:  

• Initial data request. 

1155 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to request for fishing data.  

 

Individual: 

• Provided website link to where fisheries data is available.  

• Noted that data from 5 or less boats is not released.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

4235 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply to campaign email of 11/05/23. 

2591 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply to campaign email of 11/05/23.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 

and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1170 12/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to follow up to 04/05/23 on offer to provide face to face meeting.  

 

• Individual advised they were not on-site for a face-to-face meeting but would call back to confirm.  

4098 15/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual requesting to be removed from mailing list as they are no longer at the organisation.  

 

Individual: 

• Provided a new contact email to add to mailing list within the organisation.   

1189 15/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with automated reply acknowledging email of 15/05/22 confirming they had been added to mailing list. 

1183 15/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their request of 15/05/23 to be removed from the mailing list. 

 

Team member: 

• Confirmed the individual had been removed. 

• Confirmed that the email address they provided had been added to their mailing list.  

3990 15/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual asked for attachment for project update as it was forwarded to them without the attachment. 

1197 15/05/2023 Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to individual. The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23  

 

Explained the online mapping tool and provided a link. 

 

Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar and community sessions along with general contact information. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 

sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

4578 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding an opportunity to catch up.  

 

COP team member: 

• Stated they were sorry they had missed the individual when they were in the area. 

• Mentioned that they had a meeting with someone who recommended COP team member contact a relevant individual and that the contact details could be 

provided. 

• Requested a time to chat if the individual was available.  

• Stated they would try to call later in the week to follow up.  

4559 24/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply. Provided contact email for urgent matters. 

1368 30/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply to COP email of 30/05/23. 

5340 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with follow up to phone call to discuss COP Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

• Provided link to consultation hub. 

• Reiterated that COP Australia had been working with organisations around emergency response preparedness despite the likelihood of hydrocarbon release being 

low.  

• Referred to the primary response document – Oil Pollution Emergency Plan which is with another organisation for review.  

• Stated COP team sought to come to area however understood that most access is via private property. 

COP team member requested:  

• That the individual to review the draft plans which COP team member would provide. 

• Provide local information on environmental values and sensitivities, access and restrictions and the accuracy of the information.  

• Any additional advice.  

Stated that the individual could reach out if they require further information or would like to have a further discussion.  

 

Said they will check in with individual in the following week and that they would be back in the area over a specified period if the individual was available for a catch 

up.  

 

Stated plans were in draft and were confidential. Requested they were not distributed.  

1372 30/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Automated notification that individual had downloaded files referenced in COP email 30/05/23.  

1571 5/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to two relevant individuals as information was relevant to both, regarding a report on an aerial survey taken on 02/06/2023.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

.   Noted suitable weather window found. 

.   Sightings did not include Blue Whales. 

.   Krill distribution - reduced and patchy. 

.   Seabird and dolphin activity - moderate 

.   Program report is underway and will be shared.  

.   Extended good wishes for next season's planning. 

1610 7/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to email of 30/05/23 requesting they review tactical response plans.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member asked if they had any questions.  

• If they did have questions, COP team member would arrange a meeting.  

4631 7/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to initial feedback provided by organisation on 17/04/23 in response to proposed COP Australia Otway exploration 

drilling program.  

 

COP team member requested clarification regarding two statements in their document prior to COP team providing an additional response:  

 

• That the EP should consider likely emergency response capabilities for different scenarios in affected areas/agencies.  

o Sought clarification if the coordinated central contact and communication with the organisation encompasses them sharing information and gathering feedback. 

o Whether COP should consult directly with individuals within the referenced agencies.  

 

• The EP should ensure all land authorities are consulted if at risk.  

o Asked if there were additional land authorities COP should consult with.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4567 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 24/05/23 regarding in field verification work.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Stated ranger in charge had been deployed overseas leaving one individual on island who only worked 3 days a week and was very busy.  

• Individual offered to complete a desktop review but did not have local knowledge. 

• Asked if COP team member could wait until another organisation member returns to work.  

4632 9/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team member’s email sent on 07/06/23 seeking clarification in relation to their initial comments on the 

proposed exploration drilling project.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Confirmed that in relation to statement 1, the information and comments documents provided included input from other departments/areas. 

• Offered to provide more specific information from other departments/areas if requested. 

• Asked another department to clarify statement 2.  

4633 12/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their email of 09/06/23 with clarification to questions raised by COP team in response to their initial 

comments on the proposed exploration drilling program.  

1653 12/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email received on 08/06/23.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member thanked the individual for their update. 

• Stated any review they could provide would be appreciated. 

• They would try and catch up with other organisation member upon their return to work.  

4634 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing details of another organisation who may wish to be consulted with in relation to the proposed offshore drilling program.   

1654 13/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming another suggested organisation will be contacted regarding feedback on Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 

 

The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 

• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 

• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 

• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 

.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 

 

The attached information sheet was titled:  

• Community Information Session - King Island. 

 

Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 

on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2823 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: No answer. Left message requesting a call back.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3064 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual notified team that they unsubscribed from updates regarding proposed offshore exploration drilling program. 

3136 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to organisation member stating that COP Australia had commenced release of draft EP chapters for consultation on the consultation hub.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Provided deadline of 30/09/23 to provide feedback on the draft EP. 

 

Attached:  

• Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
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• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3326 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply to project update sent on 29/08/23. 

3334 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply to project update sent on 29/08/23. 

3328 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with auto reply to project update sent on 29/08/23. 

3241 5/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to unanswered call on 10/08/23 regarding ongoing consultation for the proposed exploration drilling program.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Stated that COP Australia had made its draft EP chapters available. 

• Enquired if individual or individual’s team members would like a briefing prior to the consultation pause on 30/09/23 regarding the draft EP chapters.  

 

Attached: 

• Formal letter with COP team responses to the initial objections and claims raised by the organisation.  

•  Draft EP chapter 6.6 Underwater Sound – Non-impulsive. 

• Draft EP chapter 6.7 Underwater Sound – Impulsive. 

• Information Sheet 8 (Marine Mammals). 

•Independent regulator NOPSEMA’s Consultation on offshore petroleum. environment plans – information for the community. 

• Supporting information for feedback. 

3425 6/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with response to COP team member's email of 05/09/23 inviting organisation members to a briefing regarding the draft EP 

chapters.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual stated they had advised relevant staff of the meeting opportunity. 

• Committed to following up via telephone to set up a briefing if the staff confirm.  

3426 8/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual provided additional information around the dive industry in the area.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Stated it would be beneficial to consider the impact on divers’ time if not already considered.  

• Stated they are away on leave for a month but to correspond with individual’s colleagues with any queries.  

4530 8/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team member email of 08/09/23 regarding impact on divers. 

 

Summary of information received: 

• Referred to previous COP project stating it interacted a fair bit with industry regarding impact to divers.   

• Asked COP team member if this made sense and if not, they would clarify.  

 

Attached:  

• Letter from COP Australia dated 05/08/21 (Sequoia). 

• 4.8.5 Impact Assessment Recreational and Commercial Diving (Sequoia). 

5341 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of 08/09/23 regarding impact on divers. Team asked for clarifications on the discussed topic. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3429 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email received on 08/09/23 regarding impact on divers.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member confirmed that they understood.  

• Explained that there is a different noise impact profile for exploration drilling but stated they would cover this with the commercial fishing industry.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 

in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 

2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 

EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 

in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

4993 18/12/2023 Public 

Comment 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Attached:  

 

• Formal letter to COP with feedbacks.  

5107 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their public comment of 18/12/23.  

 

COP team:  

• Expressed thanks for submission. 

 

Attached: 

• Formal letter with COP team responses to organization's feedback through public comment.  

5114 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to COP team email of 21/02/24 with feedback to public comment.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member advised of administrative error in letter sent. 

• Offered to provide a revised letter with an updated issue date.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5156 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to campaign email of 14/03/24. Individual requested that they be registered for the upcoming webinar.  

5157 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email of 14/03/23 requesting that they be registered for the webinar.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member confirmed that the individual had been added to the register and COP Australia webinar notification distribution list.  

• Stated the individual would be emailed with the webinar invitation closer on the date of the webinar.  

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5198 18/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 

Complete 

Consultation 

Survey 

SOCIAL PINPOINT COMPLETE CONSULTATION SUREVEY: Individual completed consultation hub survey. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5202 19/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 

Complete 

Consultation 

Survey 

SOCIAL PINPOINT COMPLETE CONSULTATION SUREVEY: Individual completed consultation hub survey. 

• Provided contact details.  

• Opted in to receiving information regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program via webinar.  

• Identified as a relevant person. 

• Asked to Treat all the information they provide confidentially, and only provide  

to NOPSEMA. - This was later clarified to not update organisations confidentiality status 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 

 

• Overview of public comment and what was heard 

• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 

Next steps 

Participant led questions and answers 

 

The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5229 22/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to their completed consultation hub survey on 18/03/24 confirming that they would like to be registered as a 

relevant person and to treat the information they provided during consultation confidentially.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member sought clarification on confidentiality status as historically the organisation had provided permission to publish summary details of consultation.  

• Clarified that COP team do not publish personal information or copies of correspondence with the department. However, COP team are required to publish full text 

copies of consultation records with NOPSEMA.  

• Offered to arrange time to discuss if the individual found it necessary. 

5241 22/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to their completed consultation hub survey on 19/03/24 confirming that they would like to be registered as a 

relevant person and to treat the information they provided during consultation confidentially.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP team member sought clarification on confidentiality status as historically the organisation had provided permission to publish summary details of consultation.  

• Clarified that COP team do not publish personal information or copies of correspondence with the department. However, COP team are required to publish full text 

copies of consultation records with NOPSEMA.  

• Offered to arrange time to discuss if the individual found it necessary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5231 25/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 22/03/24 regarding confidentiality status.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Apologised for the delay in response. 

• Stated that they did not believe the organisation’s position on confidentiality had changed.  

• That they are happy for the information to not be confidential.  

• Queried if COP team required anything further.  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 

as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5478 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   

 

Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation and public comment.  

 

Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through consultation, and 

the maturation of subsurface data.   

 

Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  

 

Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have been updated.  

 

Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   

 

Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   

 

Attached:   

 

Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  

Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 

available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 

Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Apollo Bay Sailing Club – ORG ID 15 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Apollo Bay Sailing Club was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Apollo Bay Sailing Club was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Apollo Bay Sailing Club is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Apollo Bay Sailing Club is a Other Marine User and Community Group, a sailing club operating within the Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Apollo Bay Sailing Club with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 

received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Apollo Bay Sailing Club’s Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 603; 916) and campaign email correspondence Event 

ID(s) 1158; 1205; 1637; 1728; 1741; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 603). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Apollo Bay Sailing Club to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 603). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 603). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 603). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided a link to Draft Chapters of the Environment Plan for review by the Relevant Person (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Apollo Bay Sailing Club received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 242 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Apollo Bay Sailing Club between 13 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 88 days).  

 



 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Apollo Bay Sailing Club to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 

adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Apollo Bay Sailing Club raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 

(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

603 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 

in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 

the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

916 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team 

encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 

questions and provide feedback.  

 

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 

 

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be 

affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected 

by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 

hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.     Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 

30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

risks associated with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 

information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 

be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 

for further information. 

.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 

20, 2023. 

 

• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 

• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 

.     Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Included details on: 

• The mapping tool and how to access. 

• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 

• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  

 

Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the 

content of the sessions would include: 

• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 

• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 

• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 

 

Attached the following information sheet:  

• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 

 

Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 

had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 

activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 

the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 

link to them. 

.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 

manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 

for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 

for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

.     Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Environment Plan.  

.     Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

.     Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.     Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and 

provided contact details to do so. 

.     Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; 

and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.     Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.     Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.     Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 

December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.    Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 

public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 

now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 

which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 

proposed activities.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 

they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 

the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 

the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 

was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 

Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational 

and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons 

and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 

impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 016 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d).  
 Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips Australia activity and was also 

identified following desktop research and advice from a cultural heritage specialist (Biosis).  
 Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation manages native title rights for the Eastern Maar Peoples and is the Registered Aboriginal Party for Eastern Maar Country. The 
Eastern Maar are Traditional Owners of South-Western Victoria. Land extends as far north as Ararat and encompasses the Warrnambool, Port Fairy and Great Ocean Road areas. It also stretches 100m out to 
sea from low tide and therefore includes the Twelve Apostles. Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its extensive consultation efforts with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation since March 2023 and has sought to establish a meaningful, long-term relationship 
with the Eastern Maar community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes. ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information to allow Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation and its members to make 
an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities (as described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C Consultation Artifacts). Following the initial submission 
of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023 for public comment, ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to act in good faith during ongoing consultation efforts with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation. This 
has included invitations seeking collaboration in the context of ConocoPhillips Australia’s development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP), which seeks to adopt measures to protect cultural values 
and sensitivities of Sea Country (Event IDs: 5431, 5500, 5501, 5502, 5507). ConocoPhillips Australia made multiple attempts of contact as detailed below in the consultation process, and Record of Consultation 
table. In December 2024 Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation emailed ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 6324) and raised 1 assertion(s) and concern(s); 1 information(s); 1 objection(s) and claim(s); 1 statement(s); 
and 2 request(s) (Feedback IDs: 1728, 1729, 1730, 1731, 1732, 1733).  
  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia endeavoured to consult with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation throughout consultation through various communication channels. After the initial 
project mailout in March 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia contacted Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation by telephone call to ascertain their functions, interests or activities, which was unanswered (Event ID 1337). 
In April 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia attempted communication again via email (Event IDs: 4161, 894) and an in-person door knock (Event ID 1338). Opportunities for Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation and 
other First Nations individuals to be informed about the exploration program were also provided through advertisements in First Nations print and electronic media, namely the National First Nations Times, the 
Koori Mail, and live reads on Koori Radio. 
 
In May 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia made successful contact with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation via telephone and enquired about a cost estimate for Cultural Heritage Awareness Training for six 
employees from ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 6219), which ConocoPhillips Australia followed up by email (Event ID 1352). Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation later advised that they had no availability to 
host in the near future (Event ID 4165). Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation then registered to receive information about future webinars via Social Pinpoint Webinar Registration (Event ID 1218). ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence throughout the consultation process, which also included details about upcoming 
webinars (Event IDs: 1157, 1221, 1637, 1927, 2534, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3361, 3475, 3859, 4392, 4750, 4830, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485, 6288).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia reiterated their desire for a meeting to better understand Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation’s functions, interests and activities, and to learn more about the cultural values and 
sensitivities in the area and commitment to consultation with First Nations Peoples by email (Event IDs: 1359, 1331, 1335, 1611, 2829), SMS correspondence (Event IDs: 1360, 2831). Eastern Maar Aboriginal 
Corporation made direct contact with ConocoPhillips Australia in response to ConocoPhillips Australia’s offer to provide a briefing via an incoming telephone call (Event ID 6221).  
 
After no further incoming correspondence, ConocoPhillips Australia contacted Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation via registered mail (Event IDs 3054, 3346, 3264, 3347), email (Event IDs: 3070, 4166) and SMS 
(Event ID 3178) with a meeting request, notice that ConocoPhillips Australia would be on Country for one week, and further information regarding the proposed drilling program. No response was received to 
these communications. While on Country, ConocoPhillips Australia sent SMS correspondence (Event IDs: 3420, 3765) and attempted contact via telephone call (Event ID 3430) with no response. ConocoPhillips 
Australia also attempted to knock on the door of the office of Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation (Event ID 3829). In October 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia contacted Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation by 
email (Event ID 3894), telephone call (Event ID 3987) and LinkedIn (Event ID 4913) with no response. 



 
In total, between 20 March 2023 and submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023, there had been 46 interactions with the Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation. Of these, 
40 were outgoing communications from ConocoPhillips Australia to the Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation. Only 6 incoming communications were received from the Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation 
during this time. Further, 155 days had lapsed following the provision of sufficient information about the activity that was tailored, readily accessible and appropriate to allow the Eastern Maar Aboriginal 
Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities (which ConocoPhillips Australia considers occurred on 08 June 2023).   
 
In relation to the consultation process ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued consultation with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation including after the closure of the public comment period. In March 2024, Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation 
completed the online Social Pinpoint Consultation Survey (Event ID 5209) opting to receive information regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Eastern Maar 
Aboriginal Corporation in June 2024 (Event ID 5431) with information about ConocoPhillips Australia’s CHPP, seeking collaboration with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation about the co-design of potential 
opportunities to establish a CHPP and requested a meeting on Country. After no response, ConocoPhillips Australia attempted call(s) with no answer (Event IDs: 5500, 5501) and sent an SMS (Event ID 5502). 
ConocoPhillips Australia attempted contact again in July 2024 with no response by email (Event ID 5507). A further email was sent in November 2024 with no response (Event ID 6262), as well as a campaign email 
update (Event ID 6288). In December 2024, Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation emailed requesting an in-person or virtual meeting early 2025 for its staff to learn more and raised 6 feedback(s) (Event ID 6324; 
Feedback IDs: 1728, 1729, 1730, 1731, 1732, 1733) to which ConocoPhillips Australia responded via email noting availability for either an on-country or online meeting as well as providing a response to the newly  
raised feedbacks (Event ID 6335). 
 
As part of the CHPP, Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation have been offered the opportunity to co-design initiatives, with suggestion including:  
 Supporting on-Country gatherings for full group members to participate in collective decision-making.  
 Collaborative ongoing consultation to support two-way Indigenous sharing and skill development.  
 Underwater archaeological surveys and marine mapping to build knowledge of Sea Country.  
 Partnerships with research institutions.  
 A Reading Country program to integrate traditional practices and western scientific research so changes to Sea Country can be measured and reported.  
 Indigenous training and development opportunities that align with Eastern Maar’s Country Plan visions and goals.  
 Funding additional internal Eastern Maar resources to coordinate ongoing consultation and engagement.  
 Other co-designed initiatives to support mutually beneficial outcomes.  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of sufficient information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 664, 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 664, 1157, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event IDs: 1157, 1218, 1221). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1221). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 664, 1157, 1637). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 



Additional tailored information provided to Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Information about ConocoPhillips Australia’s Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5431). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial information update about the activity on 20 March 2023 
(Event ID 664), 235 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Eastern 
Maar Aboriginal Corporation between 20 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 81 days). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all feedback that was provided in December 2023 (Event ID 6324), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID: 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
 
At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
proposed activity on its functions, interests or activities.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s); 1 statement(s) and 2 request(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1728 Relevant Person asserted that oil and gas activities 
had been occurring in Sea Country for approximately 
40 years without meaningful consultation or consent. 

1. ConocoPhillips Australia have not yet conducted exploration activities offshore of Victoria.  
2. Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation (EMAC) were identified as relevant persons in accordance with Section 25(1)(d) of the Offshore 

Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023, as they may have functions, interests or activities that may 
be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

3. ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its extensive consultation efforts with EMAC since March 2023 and are seeking to 
establish a meaningful, long-term relationship with the Eastern Maar community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes. 
Consultation with EMAC commenced in March 2023, with initial information and an invitation to a co-designed consultation process, 
with regular project updates being provided to EMAC throughout the consultation process. This has included invitations seeking 
collaboration in the development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP), which seeks to adopt measures to enhance 
protections for cultural values and sensitivities of Sea Country.  



 
Although consent is not a requirement under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023, 
ConocoPhillips Australia endeavoured to align with the principles of FPIC throughout the consultation process. ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
objective is always to address impacted First Nations relevant persons’ objections, claims, assertions and concerns in a collaborative and 
agreement-driven way; we recognise that, despite the best efforts and intentions of all parties, some circumstances may not result in 
agreement-making. Notwithstanding this, ConocoPhillips Australia has sought to learn, listen to and act on feedback received from such 
consultation efforts, as well as available information, when preparing its EP. 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1730 6324 Relevant Person advised they 
were collating information on 
Sea Country to inform 
understanding. 

4. Noted.  
Note: ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that there is a potential for new information to arise through ongoing consultation with 
First Nations peoples, as described in EP Section 10.2.5.1, or from our activities. New information, and the uncertainty associated with 
this, will be managed through the Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan (CM03), the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program (CHPP) (CM05) and Management of Change (MoC) process, to ensure the achievement of EPO6b: No impacts to 
underwater cultural heritage. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1729 6324 Claim Relevant Person claimed that  
energy developments in Sea 
Country threaten underwater 
cultural heritage and 
culturally important species. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

5. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the 
protection of cultural values and sensitivities, 
including Sea Country, for the duration of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, is demonstrated 
through a range of control measures (CMs) that 
protect environmental features and associated 
cultural values and sensitivities to ensure impacts and 
risks are managed to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. These  include: 

6. • The Fauna Management Plan (CM08) which 
protects totemic species including whales, dolphins, 
seals and seabirds and associated biologically 
important areas which may relate to song lines from 
underwater sound impacts 

7. • The Light Management Plan (CM07) which protects 
culturally important light sensitive species like 
shearwaters and the orange-bellied parrot 

8. • The Marine Assurance Process (CM01) which 
protects water and sediment quality which protects 
culturally important species such as the short-finned 
eel and kelp and prevents the introduction of invasive 
marine species 

9. • The Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) 
which assesses seabed survey data to support the 
identification and protection of underwater cultural 
heritage with a stated environmental performance 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

outcome of 'No impacts to underwater cultural 
heritage'. 

10. • The MODU Mooring Plan (CM06) which applies the 
information developed in CM05 to protect sensitive 
seabed features and underwater cultural heritage 

11. • The Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (CM13) which 
protects coastal cultural heritage in the highly unlikely 
event of an accidental release of hydrocarbons 

12. • The Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program 
(CM14) which will monitor impacts and recovery in 
the highly unlikely event of an accidental release of 
hydrocarbons.  

13. Impacts to cultural heritage have been assessed in 
the EP in accordance with the requirements of the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2023. Information on 
protections for marine fauna has been publicly 
available on the Projects Consultation Hub since May 
2023, and has been updated regularly. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia have also committed to co-
designing and co-implementing the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program (CM05) with Traditional Owner 
groups located closer to our operational areas, to 
support enhanced protections for cultural values and 
sensitivities. 

1731 6324 Statement Relevant Persons advised they 
would review the CHPP offer 
and respond. 

N/A Noted. N/A 

1732 6324 Request Relevant Persons requested 
more information about the 
CHPP. 

N/A 14. The scope of the CHPP is not limited by 
ConocoPhillips Australia, rather we seek to be guided 
by First Nations peoples on what values are 
important to them for enhanced protections.  We 
welcome a discussion with Eastern Maar Aboriginal 
Corporation and Eastern Maar people to explore 
funding options for initiatives that are co-designed 
and enhance protections for cultural heritage, with 
the goal of having the program in place to be ready 
to support your projects once the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) is accepted.  

15. CHPP outcomes should rightly be guided by First 
Nations peoples, supporting enhanced protections 
for Sea Country values relevant to the proposed 
exploration activities.  

16. Scope and framework examples that could be 
considered include, but are not limited to: 

17. Scope 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

18. · Ongoing consultation to build on engagement with 
First Nations people. 

19. · Enhancing the Control Measures in our 
Environment Plan. 

20. · Mechanism to co-design initiatives to support the 
protection of cultural values and sensitivities. 

21. Framework for initiatives 
22. · Any initiative that will protect cultural values and 

Sea Country. 
23. · Co-design process – it could include something 

already underway or areas of priority in your future 
plans. 

24. · We would propose exploring an Indigenous 
Cultural Intellectual Property Agreement if the 
outputs can further help us protecting cultural 
heritage. 

25. · Timeline – the allocation of funding to support 
projects can occur anytime from EP acceptance 
through to December 2028. 

26. Next steps – Expression of Interest  
We look forward to meeting with you and hearing your 

ideas! 
1733 6324 Request Relevant Person requested 

meeting in the New Year. 
N/A Invitation to meet early in the New Year to discuss 

ConocoPhillips Australia and the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program was accepted. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

664 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  
 
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1337 3/04/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual.  
.   No answer.  
.   Left Message.  

4164 11/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with invitation to meet with organisation and relevant people to provide brief regarding proposed Otway drilling 
project.  
 
- Stated that COP team would be visiting the area to host a community information session. 
- Provided link to the consultation hub. 
- Provided availability for a meeting.  

894 13/04/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 
Exploration Program. 
 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback. 
- Provided locations and times of the sessions being held.  
- Provided link to location details.  

1338 17/04/2023  Door Knock DOOR KNOCK: COP team member stopped by office in-person while on Country. Office closed (acknowledge it was during the lunch hour). 
6219 08/05/2023 Telephone call  PHONE CALL: To individual from ConocoPhillips Australia team.  

- Provided intro on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
- Discussed providing cost estimate for the introductory Cultural Heritage Awareness Training Program for six people from ConocoPhillips 
Australia.  
- Advised team member would email following phone call. 

1352 9/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with follow up to conversation regarding a cost estimate for Cultural Heritage Awareness training.  
 
- Provided availability for COP team members to receive training/ requested alternative dates.  

4165 9/05/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 09/05/23 with request for cultural awareness training.  
 
- Individual stated that they were unable to provide training in the near future but may have capacity towards the end of the year. 

1157 11/05/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1218 17/05/2023  Social Pinpoint Webinar 
Registration 

SOCIAL PINPOINT WEBINAR REGISTRATION: Individual registered for future webinars. 

1221 18/05/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
.       Invited people to attend a webinar on May 23, 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 
.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub and provided 
the link. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

6220 24/05/2023 Telephone call INCOMING PHONE CALL: From individual to COP team. Missed call. 
1359 24/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with apology for missing their call. COP team member said: 

 
- they were keen to arrange a meeting between COP Australia and their organisation to provide a brief about consultation to date and to 
consider ways to work together.  

1360 24/05/2023  SMS OUTGOING SMS: Text message sent to individual requesting a time for COP Australia team to meet with organisation to brief them about the 
consultation to date and find ways to work together. 
 
- Provided contact details.  

1331 24/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with request to arrange a briefing between COP Australia team and members of their organisation about 
the proposed exploration drilling program.  
 
- Stated project team is keen to provide an overview of the consultation efforts to date and discuss ways to work together to ensure meaningful 
engagement. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1335 24/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with formal letter attached stating that COP Australia is committed towards working with the organisation as 
part of its EP approval process.  
 
- Stated that COP team is seeking assistance from their organisation to enhance consultation with affected communities.  
- Requested a meeting with relevant staff members to consider ways to work together. 
 
 Attached: 
 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 

6221 22-26/05/2023 Telephone call  INCOMING PHONE CALL: From individual to COP team member.  
In response to COP request to provide a briefing for representatives of the Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation about proposed exploration 
program in the offshore Otway Basin, namely permit area VIC/P79. 
Advised COP would like to learn more about the cultural values and sensitivities of the area, including Deen Maar, as well as expectations and 
preferences for ongoing consultation. 

1361 29/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual thanking them for their time the previous week via incoming telephone call in response to COP’s offer to 
provide a briefing for representatives of the organisation about the proposed exploration drilling program.  
Key points raised by Team member: 
- Thanked individual for telephone call previous week. 
- Reiterated COP’s commitment to consulting with First Nations Peoples to inform environmental planning. 
- Seeking to learn more about cultural values and sensitivities of the area, especially Deen Maar. 
- Responded to advice that Deen Maar is spiritually and culturally significant by confirming that an exclusion buffer would apply and would be 
established prior to start of activity. 
- Seeking further advice about an appropriate extent of buffer. 
- Requested meeting at earliest convenience to progress meaningful discussion. 
- Sought confirmation of a suitable meeting time. 

1611 7/06/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual stating that COP team members will be visiting the area and would like to meet with organisation 
representatives.  
 
- Requested a discussion about the proposed Otway exploration drilling program and a buffer to protect cultural and ecological significant sites. 

1637 8/06/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1747 21/06/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. COP team requested 
assistance regarding consultation with native title holders.  
 
- Requested a briefing between COP team and relevant oganisation members about consultation effort to date and meaningful enagement.  
 
Attached: 
 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-  Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update).  

1927 4/07/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be 
recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the 
consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be 
recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2829 10/08/2023  Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to request meeting to discuss the functions, interests and activities of the relevant Traditional 
Owners. No response; left voice message.  
 
- Emphasized that they are keen to consult with the relevant Traditional Owners and have tried to contact them several times.  

2831 10/08/2023  SMS OUTGOING SMS: Message to request meeting with individual or delegate to facilitate meaningful, two-way dialogue to ensure TOs have 
sufficient information time to make an informed assessment of the EP. 
- Stated that the draft EP chapters are due to be released prior to EP submission. 
- Stated that this consultation was a good opportunity for Traditional Owners to seek more information and provide feedback. 
-Stated opportunity to seek more information and/or provide feedback, including objections and claims. 
- Offered to meet at convenience of organisation. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3054 24/08/2023  Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual with formal letter stating: 
 
- That COP Australia is committed towards working with the organisation as part of its EP approval process.  
- That COP team is seeking assistance from their organisation to enhance consultation with affected communities.  
 
Requested: 
 
-  a meeting with relevant staff members to consider ways to work together.  
 
Attached: 
 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview).  
- Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
- Information for the community compiled by our regulator The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA).  

3070 27/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with offer to provide briefing about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program as COP team identified organisation 
as relevant and whose functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
- Requested information on environmental values and sensitivities associated with Sea Country.  
 
Attached: 
 
- information for the community compiled by our regulator The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA).  

3178 30/08/2023  SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual with offer briefing about the proposed Otway exploration drilling program.  
 
- Stated COP Australia is committed to a 2 way dialogue with the organisation to understand the cultural heritage, values and sensitivities of 
relevant sites.  
- Noted that COP team have made several attempts to contact other organisation members. 

3181 31/08/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3346 1/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: sent on 24/08/23. Australia Post Verified a Delivered 
3264 10/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual with formal letter. COP team stated: 

 
- They would be in the area for one week and extended an invitation for a preliminary coffee catch up to outline their preference for a follow up 
meeting and ongoing consultation.  
- That COP Australia was working towards meaningful consultation and remain committed to engaging with the organisation and its members  
- That they sought assistance from the organisation regarding cultural heritage management their Sea Country.  
 
Attached: 
 
-  Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 
- Hyperlink to draft EP.  

4166 10/09/2023  Email OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual with formal letter. COP team stated: 
 
- They would be in the area for one week and extended an invitation for a preliminary coffee catch up to outline their preference for a follow up 
meeting and ongoing consultation.  
- That COP Australia was working towards meaningful consultation and remain committed to engaging with the organisation and its members  
- That they sought assistance from the organisation regarding cultural heritage management their Sea Country.  
 
Attached: 
 
-  Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 
- Hyperlink to draft EP.  

3347 12/09/2023  Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to individual with formal letter providing advance notice that Team member would be on Country 
for at least one week and offer to meet at any time during the week. COP team stated: 
- They would be on Country for at least one week. 
- Offered to meet an any time that suited individual, for a conversation about FIAs relating to Title area and expectations and preferences for 
consultation or to provide a Briefing.  
- Team member reiterated COPs commitment to meaningful consultation and requested assistance of organisation to ensure the voice of TOs 
guided and protected cultural heritage management of Sea Country during activities proposed in EP. 
Attached: 
-  Information Sheet 11 (Project Update Aug. 2023). 
- Hyperlink to draft EP chapters.  

3361 13/09/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation 
carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that 
to be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 
potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3420 18/09/2023  SMS OUTGOING SMS: Message to individual to confirm Team member has arrived on Country for the week, as previously advised in letter of 
10/09/23. COP team member advised: 
- They would call the individual the next morning to arrange a meeting at any time during the week if they were interested.  
- Offered to meet with another staff member if individual was unavailable  
- Had prepared a presentation to share with EMAC outlining COP Australia's assessment of environmental impacts and risks specific to 
Warrnambool LGA, if interested. 

3430 19/09/2023  Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual but no answer. COP team member left voice message that they were in the area and would like to 
arrange a meeting. 

3475 20/09/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be 
recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that 
would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure 
these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise 
could shed light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 
potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3829 21/09/2023  Door Knock DOOR KNOCK: At office of organisation to speak with relevant individuals. Spoke with staff who advised one individual was working from home 
and other individual was interstate.  

3765 21/09/2023  SMS OUTGOING SMS: Message to individual to arrange meeting.  
 
- Advised that COP team member had attended their offices.  
- Offered to extend their visit of the area if the individual was interested in a meeting.  

3859 3/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3894 4/10/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with follow up to confirm a meeting time. 
 
- Provided availability. 
- Stated a preference for an in-person meeting  
- Once a timeslot had been confirmed, COP team would send an invitation.  
- Suggested that COP team is keen to share a proposal regarding partnering arrangements for cultural heritage management of Sea Country.  

3987 6/10/2023  Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual's mobile to check if any meeting dates suggested in email of 04/10/23 suited.  
.    No answer. 
.    Left voice message that identified caller, noting numerous messages and emails to individual that have already been sent by Team Member 
about upcoming visit on Country and request to catch up at individual's convenience during that week.  
-     Team member said she'd wait to hear back from individual. 

4392 27/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment 
and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment 
and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4913 28/11/2023  SMS OUTGOING SMS: Sent to individual via LinkedIn message suggesting catchup on Country in early December (2023) at earliest convenience of 
individual for an informal chat post Sea Summit as suggested by individual at Sea Summit.  
Team member stated she was keen to: 
-  Meet the new Sea Guardian Manager. 
-  Learn more about the Sea Country Guardian Program.  
-  Gain a clearer understanding of caring for Sea Country. 

4879 1/12/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5209 19/03/2024 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

SOCIAL PINPOINT COMPLETE CONSULTATION SURVEY: Individual completed consultation hub survey. 
• Opted in to receive information regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program via webinar and project updates.  

5210 21/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5431 21/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with attached letter for distribution to full group members. -  
Key Discussion Points (addressed to full group members) 
.   COPA has committed to establish a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) to protect Sea Country over the lifecycle of the environment 
plan. 
.   COPA is seeking to partner with full group members to start the   CHPP planning process. 
.   COPA reiterates its commitment to engage in meaningful dialogue that supports self-determination and empowers communal decision-
making. 
.   COPA respectfully requests a meeting on Country to discuss the information provided in the attached Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
information sheet. and to seek guidance about the way forward. 
.   COPA is also seeking to partner with other RNTBCs and RAPs to ensure the codesign of the CHPP reflects the communal voice of Traditional 
Owners. 
 
Attachments (see also documents attached to this event). 
.    Information Sheet 18 - Cultural Heritage Protection Program  
      (Doc ID 9154) 
.    Letter to relevant person (Doc ID 9155). 

5485 4/07/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5500 18/07/2024  Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To relevant person's work mobile to enquire about response to ConocoPhillips Australia's letter dated 21 June 
2024, inviting participation in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. Call unanswered. Followed up with call to personal 
mobile (see separate event). 

5501 18/07/2024  Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To relevant person's mobile to enquire about response to ConocoPhillips Australia's letter dated 21 June 2024 addressed to full 
group, inviting participation in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) and requesting to meet on Country at earliest 
convenience. Call unanswered - left voice message: 
- Following up on letter sent 21 June. 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is keen to partner with full group to co-design the CHPP. 
- Planning needs to start now to ensure CHPP is in place prior to seabed surveys, which will commence as soon as EP is accepted. 
- Hoping we can chat soon. Please call me to discuss. 
- I will follow up this call with SMS and email. 
- Thank you. 

5502 18/07/2024  SMS OUTGOING SMS: To relevant person, stating: 
- Just following up on the letter I sent to the full group on 21 June inviting participation in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program and respectfully requesting a meeting on Country to start the conversation and seek guidance about the way forward.  
- I’m also keen to find out more about relevant organisation's [Sea Country] Program and meet the new Manager in Country as soon as possible. 
- I will follow up with an email however hoping you can contact me at your earliest convenience team mobile number or email me with a 
date/time that would suit, so that I can provide more detail about our planning timeframes that would enable relevant organisation to participate 
in the co-design process from inception.  
- Hoping to hear from you this week, if possible. 
- Best regards... 
  

5507 22/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual requesting: 
 
- A suitable time to meet on Country next month to plan a way forward for discussions about the co-design of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Cultural Heritage Program. 
- Opportunity to Learn about Sea Guardian Program and meet the new Sea Country Manager. 
 
Team also noted: 
 
- Approaching other Registered Native Title Body Corporates and Registered Aboriginal Parties to seek their participation in the Cultural Heritage 
Program. 
- Hoping that organisation can facilitate the opportunity for regions citizens to participate in the Program from inception as the Cultural 
Guardians and primary knowledge holders for the region. 
 
Contact details were provided for further communication. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6262 12/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual proposing a partnership with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation for the protection of cultural values 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. COPA team suggested potential areas for funding and support including: 
 
- Additional internal resources at Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation. 
- Indigenous training and development. 
- A Reading Country program. 
- On-Country gatherings. 
- Other co-designed initiatives. 
- The organisation proposed a call to discuss these ideas and provided several potential dates and times for the call. 
 
Attached: 
- Updated Information Sheet 18 CHPP Eastern Maar 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

6324 09/12/2024  Email  INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to a funding offer. The individual provided information about: 
 
- Their ongoing consultation with the Eastern Maar community regarding a Sea Country Plan. 
- Their concerns about offshore energy exploration and development activities. 
- Their need for more information about the funding offer from ConocoPhillips. 
- The individual requested a meeting in the new year to discuss the exploration activities currently happening or proposed on Eastern Maar Sea 
Country. 

6335 12/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual expressing interest in meeting to discuss the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. Provided information 
including: 
 
- Availability for an on-Country or online meeting. 
- Desire to be guided by First Nations peoples on what values are important to them. 
- Openness to explore funding options for initiatives that protect cultural heritage. 
- Examples of scope and framework for initiatives. 
- Proposed timeline for funding allocation. 
- Next steps and expression of interest. 
Attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Formal response letter to previously provided information and feedback. 

 



Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) – ORG ID 20 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out 

under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 

Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) administers the 

Underwater Cultural Heritage Act (UCH Act), regulates activities in relation to protected underwater cultural heritage (UCH) within Australian waters including the Commonwealth marine area. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) resulted in meaningful outcomes for the proposed Environment Plan, with measures 

included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW)’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 757; 4571; 

4183; 4876), by telephone call (Event ID 1456) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Department of Climate 

Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) requested they be kept informed regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 641). ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to 

update Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) as each further update becomes available. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 757). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 757). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 757). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 757).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 757). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. (Event ID’s 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247) 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public 

comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) between 3 

February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 175 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) to make an informed 

assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP 

and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Climate Change Energy the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 

activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

467 4184, 4654, 4876 Relevant person provided 

clarification on the 

application of the southern 

right whale Biologically 

Important Area (BIA) 

geospatial data released in 

September 2023.  

Thank you for providing this clarification. We have undertaken to review and amend all references to southern right whale BIAs through-

out the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan and have revised our impact assessments accordingly to reflect this latest 

information regarding the migration and reproductive BIAs for this species.  

 

We look forward to receiving the updated recovery plan once finalised. 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback Id Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response 

to Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

757 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1456 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: No Answer. Unable to leave message. 

641 9/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation in response to information provided by ConocoPhillips on 3 Feb. 2023 about the project and consultation. 

Organisation provided advice about UCH Act and asked to be kept informed. Advice noted and included in the Environmental Plan. Organisation 

will be kept informed.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 

about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 

to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 

and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3410 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3313 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

4182 25/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to update on the Biologically Important Areas for protected marine species (BIAs) review by Australian 

Government.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• The new Protocol for Designation of Biologically Important Areas for Protected Marine Species has been published on BIA webpage. 

• Briefly described the BIA protocol content. 

• Informed the geospatial data for southern right whale BIAs has been updated and provided relevant information sources. 

• Informed that the Australian Government is continuing progress updates to the BIAs for each species using the new protocol and the 

information can be found on Australian Government BIA webpage. 

• Provided email contact if further information is required. 

 

Hyperlinks provided: 

• Protocol for Designation of Biologically Important Areas for Protected Marine Species. 

• Australian Government BIA Webpage. 

• Southern right whale assessment narrative on BIA’s webpage. 

• National Conservation Values Atlas (NCVA). 

• Find Environmental Data (dcceew.gov.au). 

4571 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to a previous email on the 25 September 2023. COP team member thanked and congratulated the 

individual for their work. 

4183 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up an email received on 25 September 2023. Team member asked for clarifications on changes to 

Southern Right Whale BIAs. Team member provided an image showing NCVA map to refer to and wanted to confirm: 

• All previous categories for Southern Right Whales have been excluded apart from migration and reproduction. 

• Draft reproductive BIA and Port Campbell Emerging Aggregation Area are no longer being considered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Southern Right Whale BIAs are no longer included in BIA map for regionally significant marine species. 

Hyperlinks provided: 

• Draft National Recovery Plan 

• Biologically Important Areas of Regionally Significant Marine Species website 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 

comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 

from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4528 3/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 27 September 2023 from COP team member. Individual confirmed they 

received the email and committed to reply as soon as possible. 

4529 12/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to apologise for the delay in responding to an email sent on 27 September by team member. Individual said 

they are consulting with specific division regarding team member assessment related questions. Individual committed to reply as soon as 

possible. 

4184 16/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  From individual in response to an email sent on 27 September 2023 from team member.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• In accordance with the new Protocol for the Designation of Biologically Important Areas for Protected Marine Species (BIA Protocol), there are 

now two BIA categories mapped for Southern Right Whale (SRW). 

• SRW BIA geospatial information included in the September 2023 update to the National Conservation Values Atlas (NCVA) represents the 

current SRW BIAs. 

• BIA maps in draft National Recovery Plan for SRW recovery plan have been amended to align with NCVA maps to ensure public accessibility.  

• New geospatial data are available as separate shapefiles. 

• Organisation is updating other protected marine species using new BIA Protocol and will update BIA geospatial data and NCVA maps as they 

go. Update information is provided on BIA webpage. 

 

Hyperlinks provided: 

• Protocol for the Designation of Biologically Important Areas for Protected Marine Species (BIA Protocol) 

• National Conservation Values Atlas (NCVA) 

• Find environmental data (dcceew.gov.au) 

• BIA webpage 

• BIA of regionally significant marine species on FED map 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 

do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 

been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 

yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 

and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4876 28/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual acknowledging an administrative error in previous correspondence in Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP 

preparation.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Explained that previous feedback on 16 October 2023 has been responded by COP team and response to feedback has been provided to 

individual’s historic role. 

• Attached revised letter reflecting the individual's current role. 

• Mentioned that COP records have been updated to reflect individual’s current role. 

• Offered to share COP contemporary aerial survey data and requested confirmation if the individual would like to receive this data. 

 

Attached revised letter including summary of: 

• BIA update sent by individual on 16 October 2023 treated as feedback for development of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

• COP response to objections and claims made by individual. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 

the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 

to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 

Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 

they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 

activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



TGS – ORG ID 22 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• TGS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• TGS was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• TGS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): TGS is an Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, proposing 3D MSS adjacent to permit areas, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 

Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with TGS has resulted in collaborative outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, 

interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to the CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. As 

part of ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation, TGS and CGG (Regia MSS) are founding members of the collaborative initiative called the Otway Marine Industries Coexistence Cooperative (OMICC), established in 

response to requests from commercial fishers, fishing industry associations, other stakeholders, and regulators for greater simplicity in making claims for compensation and to reduce consultation fatigue across 

the sector. Consultation with TGS has also been incorporated into the cumulative impact assessment, see Environment Plan section 4.7.2.1. Offshore Petroleum Activities. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with TGS for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in April 2023. TGS initially 

contacted ConocoPhillips Australia for data following a suggestion from the Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (Event ID 5425). Collaborative outcomes from ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

consultation with TGS were incorporated in the Environment Plan (Event ID 4363). ConocoPhillips Australia provided TGS with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1637, 2625, 

3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). TGS had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 4363) where the adjustment protocol was discussed (Feedback ID 1123), as well as a 

working group committee meeting (Event ID 5261).  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 

  

Further consultation (following submission on the EP on 9 November 2024) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the TGS including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, a working group committee meeting was held in April 2024 (Event ID 5261).  

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to TGS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The 

base level of information provided between 8 June 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1637; 2625). 

• Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 1637). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 



• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

TGS received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 155 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base 

level of sufficient information listed above to TGS between 08 June 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 106 days). 

  

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TGS to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 

in response to consultation.  

  

During consultation 

During consultation, TGS raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 

Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Event ID  

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 

Plan 

1123 4363 Claim Relevant person emphasised the need for 

compensation to be a mutual agreement 

between the titleholder and individual fishers. 

They also suggested that all commercial 

fishers should have the opportunity to review 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol  

EPS4.1 An Adjustment Protocol will be developed in 

consultation with fishing associations and individual fishers to 

ensure that commercial fishers’ claims can be assessed and 

compensated.  

CM04: Commercial Marine 

Operators Adjustment Protocol 



Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Event ID  

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 

Plan 

and comment on the proposed adoption of 

the NERA protocol. 

EPS 4.2 ConocoPhillips Australia will undertake to continue to 

work with other titleholders, fishing associations and fishers, to 

design an application process for compensation that minimises 

the potential for cumulative impacts associated with 

commercial fishers having to make multiple applications to 

multiple titleholders. 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5425 5/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 

.   Requested whether COP can provide aerial data on cetaceans. 

1113 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual. Team shared updated dataset and map for Cetaceans sightings in the Otway Basin. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 

VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 

lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 

further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 

draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 

them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 

of the activity.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 

the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 

public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

4622 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also to arrange a meeting. 

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Purpose to discuss multiple projects and consistent Compensation Protocol. 

 

Suggested Agenda: 

• Information and communication needs.  

• Scope and processes for finalizing details of protocol. 

• Inclusion of other titleholders. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Contact if further information needed.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 

formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 

(made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4363 20/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: With individuals to discuss development of Regional Adjustment Protocol. 

 

.   Meeting notes distributed on 24/10/23. 

4247 24/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to email of 24/10/23 with meeting minutes from discussion on Regional Adjustment 

Protocol Compensation.  

 

• Individual thought the minutes provided captured the conversation and actions accurately.  

• Stated that their organisation would review the draft letter and website facility when available.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 

contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 

that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 

comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 

available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims 

to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 

could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 

direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 

direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5261 3/04/2024 Working Group/ Committee WORKING GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING between titleholders. 

 

Key Discussion Points 

• Plan to send letters to fishing associations later in the week, then to others (AFMA, VFA) the week after and CGG writing alone to 

abalone council. 

• Communications records management – Capture conversations conducted on behalf of many titleholders. Team have created 

separate projects (OMMIC) for all correspondence for groups in CM. 

• Protocol- Team will send next version out for final review once feedback from title holders has been incorporated. 

• Think about how to deal with state fishers- Individual contact lists. No decision required until 30 April.  

• Titleholders reminded each needs to make sure Team share any notes from discussion on behalf of the group. 

• Considerations for managing privacy for individual fishers, possibly request information from key databases. 

• Website activation, inclusions and review. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Key Actions 

• Team member will send final version for last review before sending to individuals for signatures. 

• Develop a record keeping protocol.  

• Develop aligned performance standards for the Adjustment Protocol control measure for respective Eps. 

• Call AFMA, to introduce project and discuss privacy requirements. Send details to titleholders to log.  

• Titleholders to provide shapefile of operational areas for each project to update website map. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used 

to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 

resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates 

of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 

areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 

provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 

caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



CGG (Regia MSS) – ORG ID 23 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 CGG (Regia MSS) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 CGG (Regia MSS) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 CGG (Regia MSS) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): CGG (Regia MSS) is an Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, proposing 3D MSS in the Environmental Planning Area, assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with CGG (Regia MSS) has resulted in collaborative outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to the CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol. As part of ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation, CGG (Regia MSS) and TGS are founding members of the collaborative initiative called the Otway Marine Industries Coexistence Cooperative (OMICC), 
established in response to requests from commercial fishers, fishing industry associations, other stakeholders, and regulators for greater simplicity in making claims for compensation and to reduce consultation 
fatigue across the sector. Consultation with CGG (Regia MSS) has also been incorporated into the cumulative impact assessment, see Environment Plan section 4.7.2.1. Offshore Petroleum Activities. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia held multiple joint community sessions in collaboration with CGG (Regia MSS) in regions Warrnambool (Event ID 1087); Portland (Event ID 1089); Peterborough (Event ID 1091); Port 
Campbell (Event ID 1095); Apollo Bay (Event ID 1096); and Port Fairy (Event ID 1180). Collaborative outcomes from ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with CGG (Regia MSS) were incorporated in the 
Environment Plan (Event ID 4363). ConocoPhillips Australia provided CGG (Regia MSS) with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1637, 1927, 2534, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3361, 3475, 
3859, 4392, 4750, 4830, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485). CGG (Regia MSS) had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 4363) where the adjustment protocol was discussed 
(Feedback ID 1123), as well as a working group committee meeting (Event ID 5261). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 
 
Public comment period  
CGG (Regia MSS) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed CGG (Regia MSS) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.  
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from CGG (Regia MSS), as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
  
Further consultation (following submission on the EP on 9 November 2024) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the CGG (Regia MSS) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, a working group committee meeting in April 2024 (Event ID 
5261). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to CGG (Regia MSS) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 17 April 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1637; 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1087; 1637). 



 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1927). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
  
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
CGG (Regia MSS) received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 207 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to CGG (Regia MSS) between 17 April 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 days) at the latest. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed CGG (Regia MSS) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, CGG (Regia MSS) raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Measure(s) adopted 

1123 4363 Claim Relevant person emphasised the 
need for compensation to be a 
mutual agreement between the 
titleholder and individual fishers. 
They also suggested that all 
commercial fishers should have the 
opportunity to review and comment 
on the proposed adoption of the 
NERA protocol. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol  
EPS4.1 An Adjustment Protocol will be 
developed in consultation with fishing 
associations and individual fishers to 
ensure that commercial fishers’ claims 
can be assessed and compensated.  
EPS 4.2 ConocoPhillips Australia will 
undertake to continue to work with 
other titleholders, fishing associations 
and fishers, to design an application 
process for compensation that 
minimises the potential for cumulative 
impacts associated with commercial 
fishers having to make multiple 
applications to multiple titleholders. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1089 18/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Portland: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Environmental impacts and risks explained - Our methodology and the Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2434 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Send to individual in response to individual's positive feedback after attending the community session on 
17/04/23.  
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that their details would be added to COP system and suggested they view the webpage which includes further 
information on the project as well as a webinar series.  
- Requested the individual's areas of interest to better support their consultation.  

1091 19/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Peterborough: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1095 19/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Campbell: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1096 20/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Apollo Bay: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1146 8/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both entities.  
 
Team reached out sharing: 
• The details of a relevant person who attended a specific Information Session were attached. 
• That individual had completed three surveys via the Otway Exploration Drilling Program consultation hub. 
• The individual wished to be consulted as a relevant person for both the organisation project and the ConocoPhillips Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
• The individual had given consent for their responses and contact details to be provided to that organisation. 

3959 26/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation to share their newsletter.  
Newsletter included an update on consultation process, activity design process, and environmental assessment process 
regarding an organisation’s project. 

1364 29/05/2023 Community Session Warrnambool Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via 
the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2527 29/05/2023 Community Session Warrnambool Commercial fishers: Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and 
Regia MSS 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Fishers requested that engagement and consultation is transparent and consistent. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Discussion around impacts of offshore exploration and fishing industries preference for it not to occur/ impact the fishing 
industry. 
• Discussion around how both activities could co-exist and the purpose of consultation.  
• Clarification that drilling was exploration drilling and that no permanent infrastructure would be in place and that exclusion 
zones would be in place for maximum of 10 days for each seabed assessment and max 90 days for each exploration well 
drilled. 
• Fishers shared their expectations around compensation and referenced previous approach where entire quotas were 
purchased and retired for the season. 
• Discussion around the impacts of this approach as we have heard that in the instance provided only license holders were 
compensated, and often not those that fished the quota. 
• Discussion around compensation approaches and how they are developed/ what they compensate for. How the calculation is 
made, who compensation is paid to, whether it’s paid to quota owners vs those who lease quota. 
• Discussion around how compensation approaches account for future fishing plans – IE, investment in technology and larger 
vessels to support fishing new/ different areas. 
• Discussion around the historic impact of seismic to the fishing industry.  
• Discussion around VRLA vs SIV as industry representative body. SIV is establishing Rock Lobster committee. 
• Discussion around Giant Crab fishing and fishing grounds.  
• Discussion around port facilities in Warrnambool and previous damage caused by industry support vessels. 
• Discussion around Warrnambool breakwater. 
• Discussion around duration of a compensation protocol 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1633 30/05/2023 Community Session Port Fairy Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via 
the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1636 31/05/2023 Community Session Portland Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via 
the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1792 19/06/2023 Community Session Peterborough Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via 
the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1793 19/06/2023 Community Session Port Campbell Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via 
the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1791 20/06/2023 Community Session Apollo Bay Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via 
the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 
community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

3910 3/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation to share their newsletter.  
Newsletter included an update on consultation process, activity design process, and environmental assessment process 
regarding an organisation’s project. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied 
consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available 
through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied 
consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the 
consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3817 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals to commercial fisher in response to their email of 20/09/23 regarding fisheries 
data.   
 
• COP team member thanked the commercial fisher for their preliminary comments on the Regia fisheries report. Welcomed 
any further comments. 
• Stated that the data had been presented in a way that protects the privacy of the fishers.  
• Believed that actual value of catch data is confidential and only obtainable from individuals who engage in an evidence-
based process to obtain reasonable monetary adjustment for loss of catch, displacement, and fishing gear loss or damage. 
Stated that they were open to education re this point. 
• Requested feedback on why their organisations and activity titleholders must understand actual value of fish caught to 
negotiate a compensation protocol.  
• Provided links to fishery data statistics.  
• Stated an invitation would be sent in due course to discuss the compensation protocol further.  

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and 
that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk 
assessments for the environmental plan. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the 
basis of the EP that to be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed 
assessment of the potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk 
assessments for the environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the 
basis of the EP that would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and 
feedback to ensure these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's 
unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed 
assessment of the potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4363 20/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: With individuals to discuss development of Regional Adjustment Protocol. 
 
.   Meeting notes distributed on 24/10/23. 

4247 24/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to email of 24/10/23 with meeting minutes from discussion on Regional 
Adjustment Protocol Compensation.  
 
• Individual thought the minutes provided captured the conversation and actions accurately.  
• Stated that their organisation would review the draft letter and website facility when available.  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves 
to public comment and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves 
to public comment and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect 
the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A 
function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect 
the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and 
A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5261 3/04/2024 Working Group/ Committee WORKING GROUP COMMITTEE MEETING between titleholders. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Plan to send letters to fishing associations later in the week, then to others (AFMA, VFA) the week after and CGG writing 
alone to abalone council. 
• Communications records management – Capture conversations conducted on behalf of many titleholders. Team have 
created separate projects (OMMIC) for all correspondence for groups in CM. 
• Protocol- Team will send next version out for final review once feedback from title holders has been incorporated. 
• Think about how to deal with state fishers- Individual contact lists. No decision required until 30 April.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Titleholders reminded each needs to make sure Team share any notes from discussion on behalf of the group. 
• Considerations for managing privacy for individual fishers, possibly request information from key databases. 
• Website activation, inclusions and review. 
 
Key Actions 
• Team member will send final version for last review before sending to individuals for signatures. 
• Develop a record keeping protocol.  
• Develop aligned performance standards for the Adjustment Protocol control measure for respective Eps. 
• Call AFMA, to introduce project and discuss privacy requirements. Send details to titleholders to log.  
• Titleholders to provide shapefile of operational areas for each project to update website map. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was 
used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan 
and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Peterborough Residents Group Inc – ORG ID 24 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Peterborough Residents Group Inc was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Peterborough Residents Group Inc was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Peterborough Residents Group Inc is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Peterborough Residents Group Inc is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 

with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Peterborough Residents Group Inc is a community group in the environmental planning area. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Peterborough Residents Group Inc with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Peterborough Residents Group Inc attended a community session in June 2023 

that was presented jointly with the Regia (Event ID 1792). Feedback from the community session was collated thematically and made available on the project website, and through further community sessions and 

a webinar. No further engagement from the relevant person was provided. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Peterborough Residents Group Inc’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 1634), community session (Event ID 1792) and campaign 

email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1728; 5485; 6288). Peterborough Residents Group Inc attended a community session in June 2023, engaging directly (Event ID 1792). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any 

further communication from Peterborough Residents Group Inc but kept them informed via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1728, 5485). Peterborough Residents Group Inc did not provide any 

feedback(s) to ConocoPhillips Australia. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1634). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Peterborough Residents Group Inc to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 7 June 2023 and 19 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1634). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1728). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1728).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1634). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1634). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1634). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1634). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1792). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1792). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment via consultation hub (Event 5485) 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  



Peterborough Residents Group Inc received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 143 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Peterborough Residents Group Inc between 7 June 2023 and 19 June 2023 (over a period of 12 days).  

   

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 

persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 

Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Peterborough Residents Group Inc to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 

the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 

measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Peterborough Residents Group Inc raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1634 7/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Team member sent out the flyer advertising COP Community Information Sessions to individual’s organisation database.  

 

Flyer attached: 

• Informed that COP was developing an EP for proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

• Noted that residents and relevant persons were encouraged to attend and provide feedback.  

• Provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 

• Provided link to location details.   

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 

20, 2023. 

 

• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 

• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 

.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   

Included details on: 

• The mapping tool and how to access. 

• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 

• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  

 

Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1792 19/06/2023 Community Session Peterborough Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 

• Provided overview and context for session. 

• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 

• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 

• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 

• Shared what information would be coming soon.  

• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available 

via the consultation hub. 

• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 

• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 

• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 

 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to 

community in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 

title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 

provide updates as they become available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 

impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op – ORG ID 25 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op was identified via Desktop Research  

• Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Specifically, a major fishing port and co-operative for fishers using the Environmental Planning Area. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op provided reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 

made with no response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 619; 908; 1028; 1671; 5315; 5319) and campaign email 

correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 1728; 1741; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to communication(s).  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 619).  

 

Further consultation (following submission on the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)    

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project updates via 

campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). As well as direct email engagement in May 2024 (Event(s) 5315; 5319). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 

as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 619). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1414). 

• Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 619). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 619). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 619). 

• Link to Draft Environment Plan. (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 

Reasonable Period EP (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  

Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 242 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op between 13 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 88 days).  

   

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 

measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Apollo Bay Fishermen's Co-Op raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

619 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 

in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 

individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

908 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions regarding the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Otway Exploration Program. 

• Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback.  

• Provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 

• Provided link to location details. 

1028 26/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence after face-to-face meeting with individual where knowledge of undertakings was 

exchanged by both parties. Attached:  

• Link to Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment report 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 

and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 

associated with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 

information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback 

on locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 

be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 

for further information. 

.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1671 14/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions regarding the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Otway Exploration Program. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback.  

• Provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 

• Provided link to location details. 

 

Attached: 

• Event flyer 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 

20, 2023. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 

• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 

.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   

 

Included details on: 

• The mapping tool and how to access. 

• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 

• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  

 

Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the 

content of the sessions would include: 

• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 

• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 

• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 

 

Attached the following information sheet:  

• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 

 

Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 

had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 

activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 

the draft EP chapters. 

  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 

link to them. 

.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 

manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 

for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 

formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 

contact details to do so. 

.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 

what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.    Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 

December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 

public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 

now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 

aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 

activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 

they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 

was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 

Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 

organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 

the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 

Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 

the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 

Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 

title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 

provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 

impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) – ORG ID 26 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 

Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) is responsible for the implementation of Commonwealth 

fisheries policy. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Australian Fisheries 

Management Authority (AFMA) provided ConocoPhillips Australia with data for a fee and provided details and contacts for relevant industry associations. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) regarding details of Commonwealth statutory fishing rights, 

fishing permit and high seas permit holders in potentially affected fisheries (Event ID 12). Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) advised that they had no specific comments about the proposed 

activity and encouraged ConocoPhillips Australia to engage directly with fishing industry stakeholders (Event ID 3937).  

ConocoPhillips Australia communicated with Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) via email (Event ID(s) 744; 4258; 12; 4313; 4342; 5262), telephone call (Event ID(s) 1445; 26; 27; 5263), and 

campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 744) 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 744). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 744). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

 



Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 

2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 97 days) 

at the latest.  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.  

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of 

the assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 

Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 

progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 

assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

744 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attachments:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4258 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual re Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Attachments: 

• Formal Letter: 

• COP Project Overview FEB23 

• COP Consultation FEB23 

• Letter that provided project overview, and planned consultation. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Informed that team would be in contact and provided contact details for further information. 

12 7/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 

 

Key discussion points: 

• Requested names and addresses of individual Commonwealth statutory fishing rights, fishing permit and high seas permit holders in potentially affected fisheries. 

• Explained that ConocoPhillips Australia was preparing an Environment Plan and believed operators in these fisheries may be affected by our proposed activities. 

1445 13/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: No Answer. Unable to leave message. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

26 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual following email of 7/2/23. Team: 

• Requested details of permit holders in identified commercial fisheries who could potentially be affected by the project. 

 

Individual: 

• Agreed to pass on request to licensing team. 

27 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to follow   up on earlier discussion that day. Team: 

• Left contact details and outlined request for commonwealth fisher details in identified fisheries. 

 

Individual requested details and contacts to be provided. 

4311 16/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual. 

 

Key discussion points: 

• Apologised for slow response to email of 7/2/23. 

• Informed that organisation was in the process of changing how to deal with queries for information. 

• Stated would check what was needed to process the request and respond later that day. 

4312 17/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Confirmed that the information requested on 7/2/23 could be provided. 

• Stated they would require COP to sign a deed of confidentially and pay a fee. 

• Committed to send the invoice and deed if agreeable and once completed, they would release the information. 

4313 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Agreed to conditions related to release of information requested as stated on 17/2/23. 

4343 20/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual. 

 

Attachments: 

• Attached Disclosure Deed of Confidentiality and Invoice. 

 

Summary of information received: 

• Confirmed credit card payment could be made over the phone. 

• Confirmed the list would be sent upon receipt of both. 

4342 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual.  

 

Attachments: 

• Attached signed deed of confidentiality. 

 

Key discussion points: 

• Arranged to pay fee. 

88 23/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who delivered the requested names and addresses after fees and agreements had been provided. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 

and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

3937 20/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to receipt of Project Update JUNE 23 on June 8. 

 

Summary of information received: 

• Noted that the organisation had no specific comments on the proposed activities. 

• Encouraged team to engage directly with relevant fishing industry stakeholders if not already done. 

• Provided details and contacts for relevant industry associations. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 

on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 

in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 

2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 

the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 

considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5263 4/04/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. Team: 

 

• Discussed how to introduce an initiative for commercial fishers on behalf of commercial companies. 

• Explained that the initiative was in response to a request from the fishers. 

• Queried privacy implications and how to best protect data privacy for fishing licence holders. 

• Suggested that individual’s organisation might like to be involved. 

 

Individual acknowledged and supported the initiative.  

• Stated they would consider their involvement. 

• Suggested that data requests come to the organisation to make the purpose clear. 

• Suggested other agencies to inform. 

5262 4/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual.  

 

Key discussion points: 

• Referenced earlier call (4/4/23). 

• Confirmed the earlier discussion about the proposed initiative, its proponents and its purpose. 

• Noted it was to assist with compensation claims for commercial fishers. 

• Confirmed the project would write to the individual’s organisation to introduce the project and the associated protocols.   

• Expressed appreciation for advice on privacy concerns. 

• Confirmed that new requests and information would follow.  

 

COP team member requested: 

• Sought contact details for other agencies. 

5264 4/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual. 

 

Key discussion points: 

• Replied to previous discussion (4/4/23). 

• Provided the best point of contact as discussed. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 

as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 

available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry – ORG ID 27 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 

Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has primary policy responsibility for promoting the biological, 

economic and social sustainability of Australian fisheries. The Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry has primary policy and regulatory responsibility for managing marine pest biosecurity through 

administering the Biosecurity Act. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Department of 

Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry engaged indirectly by providing valuable information on vessel management and ballast water. They did not provide other any assertions, concerns, or objections and claims. 

COPA provided project updates throughout the consultation period. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email 

(Event ID(s) 1269; 753; 755; 756; 5302), and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). the Department of Agriculture  

Fisheries and Forestry replied to a campaign email with information relating to the potential need to manage ballast water and biofouling of the hull – vessel type dependent (Event 5284). The Department of 

Agriculture offered to answer further questions and shared some links to relevant information on the topic. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed a response to this in an email (Event 5302). The Department of 

Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry acknowledged inclusion of these measures in the EP in an email response (Event 5306). 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 753). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to the Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1269). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1269). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environmental Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 



Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 

2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 97 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.  

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 

our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Event ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1535 5284 Relevant person suggested that depending on the type of 

vessels used for exploration, there may be a need to 

manage ballast water and biofouling of the hull. 

Information on how ConocoPhillips Australia undertakes vessel contractor vetting in accordance with its Marine Risk 

Management Standard (GMSTD- MA-003) and ensures adherence to the Australian Ballast Water Management 

Requirements (Version 8) and biofouling guidelines is included in EP Section 7.5.  

1536 5284 Relevant person advised to read through the information 

on their website to understand if it applies to their 

operations. They mentioned that exemptions from 

managing ballast water can be applied for if the vessel 

meets certain requirements. They also provided a link for 

guidance on offshore project proposals. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/aircraft-

vessels-military/vessels/marine-pest-

biosecurity/ballast#ballast-water-management-

requirements 

Information on how ConocoPhillips Australia undertakes vessel contractor vetting in accordance with its Marine Risk 

Management Standard (GMSTD- MA-003) and ensures adherence to the Australian Ballast Water Management 

Requirements (Version 8) and biofouling guidelines is included in EP Section 7.5.  



Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Event ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1537 5284 Relevant person advised to review the information on their 

website to determine its applicability to operations. They 

also mentioned that exemptions from managing ballast 

water can be applied for if the vessel meets certain 

requirements. They also provided a link for guidance on 

offshore project proposals. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/aircraft-

vessels-military/vessels/marine-pest-

biosecurity/ballast#exemptions-that-you-can-apply-for 

Information on how ConocoPhillips Australia undertakes vessel contractor vetting in accordance with its Marine Risk 

Management Standard (GMSTD- MA-003) and ensures adherence to the Australian Ballast Water Management 

Requirements (Version 8) and biofouling guidelines is included in EP Section 7.5.   ConocoPhillips Australia does not forsee 

a scenario whereby an exemption would be applied for and consequently this information has not been reflected in the EP. 

1538 5284 Relevant person advised to review the information on their 

website to determine its applicability to operations. They 

also mentioned that exemptions from managing ballast 

water can be applied for if the vessel meets certain 

requirements. They also provided a link for guidance on 

offshore project proposals. 

https://www.marinepests.gov.au/commercial/offshore-

infrastructure/biofouling 

Information on how ConocoPhillips Australia undertakes vessel contractor vetting in accordance with its Marine Risk 

Management Standard (GMSTD- MA-003) and ensures adherence to the Australian Ballast Water Management 

Requirements (Version 8) and biofouling guidelines is included in EP Section 7.5.   ConocoPhillips Australia does not forsee 

a scenario whereby an exemption would be applied for and consequently this information has not been reflected in the EP. 

1539 5284 Relevant person advised to review the information on their 

website to determine its applicability to operations. They 

mentioned that exemptions from managing ballast water 

can be sought if the vessel meets certain requirements. 

They also provided a link for guidance on offshore project 

proposals. https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-

trade/aircraft-vessels-military/vessels/marine-pest-

biosecurity#offshore-consultation-guidance-for-

environmental-plans-and-offshore-project-proposals 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation with the Department as a Reg11A(1)(a) relevant person, in 

accordance with the Offshore Consultation Guidance for Environment Plans, and has provided sufficient information as 

follows: 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 

progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 

assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

1269 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin. 

• Identifying the organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person. 

• COP team will be in contact with organisation in near future to discuss functions, interests and activities and to understand information and consultation 

preferences. 

• Contact details. 

 

Attached: 

• Formal letter with same content. 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

756 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

755 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

753 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1268 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence and advising that they will reply within 10 working days. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2592 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence and advising that they will reply within 10 working days. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 

and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 

on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3298 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence and advising that they will reply within 10 working days. 

3406 24/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence and advising that they will reply within 10 working days. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 

in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 

2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 

the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 

considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 

as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5284 15/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to informative email sent from CoP about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Summary of Information received: 

• Raised the potential need to manage ballast water and biofouling of the hull depending on the type of vessels used for the exploration. 

• Offered to answer any further questions. 

 

Attached: 

• Links to relevant information about ballast water management requirements, exemptions, biofouling exploration vessels and guidance for offshore project 

proposals. 

5302 17/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to their email received on 15 April 2024. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Completion of consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP). 

• EP being under formal assessment by NOPSEMA. 

• COP's commitment to continue communication with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities during the assessment period. 

• COP's response to concerns raised about the management of ballast water and biofouling, including a comprehensive risk assessment for Invasive Marine Species 

(IMS) from ballast water and biofouling. 

• COP's Marine Assurance Process (Control Measure CM01) in place to ensure the drill rig and vessels do not present a high risk to the marine environment in 

Australian waters. 

 

Attached: 

• Hyperlink to the EP. 

5306 19/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email received on 17 April 2024. 

 

Summary of Information Received: 

• Confirmed ballast and biofouling requirements were listed in EP. 

• Noted that if the team had any further question, they are happy to help. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 

available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Department of Defence – ORG ID 28 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Defence was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Defence was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Department of Defence is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Defence is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 

the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. It is important for the Australian Defence Force to continue to utilise its offshore training areas, manage potential conflict between the presence of the 

resources sector with Australian Defence Force and other defence training and operational requirements and manage the risk of unexploded ordnance in areas where offshore petroleum activities may take 

place. The Australian Hydrographic Service (AHS) is responsible for the publication and distribution of nautical products and other information required for the safety of ships navigating in Australian waters. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Department of Defence resulted in meaningful outcomes for the proposed Environment Plan, with measures included to address objections and claims 

regarding the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed the objections and claims and made subsequent inclusions in the 

Environment Plan, including CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Department of Defence for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from the Department of Defence’s preferred method of communication and communicated via email, telephone call, and campaign email 

correspondence. A department representative within the Department of Defence engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia directly and advised campaign information interested them (Event ID 1454). The 

Department of Defence confirmed that the proposed activity was outside of their training areas (Event ID 4169) however continued to actively engage with ConocoPhillips Australia regarding the proposed activity. 

Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia kept Department of Defence informed about the proposed activity via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 

3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).   

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 754). 

  

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to the Department of Defence to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 754). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 754). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Information Received  



ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Department of Defence received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Defence between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 97 days).  

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 

• Response to all objections and claims was provided in February, March and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4169; 540; 4653), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Defence to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 

adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Defence raised 4 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 

responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 

Events 

Feedback 

Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment 

of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1111 4169 Claim Relevant person advised ConocoPhillips 

Australia about the potential presence of 

unexploded ordnance (UXO) on the sea 

floor, emphasizing the need for the 

company to understand the associated 

High – 

assessed in 

accordance 

with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes the Departments advice relating to 

UXO. 

Furthermore, the risks associated with UXO were assessed in 

preparation of the EP to establish a ‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit 

areas. This risk profile considers the probability of encountering UXO, 

the probability of UXO detonation, and the consequence of 

EP Section 6.2.5.1 of the Environment Plan 

was updated to include the information 

provided. 



Feedback ID Related 

Events 

Feedback 

Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment 

of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

risks before conducting activities in the 

area. 

detonation. 

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is considered low risk for 

all activities, except for some activities involving subsea equipment. 

The risk of a UXO being snagged by equipment, for example when 

collecting seabed samples, and subsequently being brought onto a 

vessel was assessed as Moderate. 

159 540, 4653 Request Relevant person requested that there is 

continued consultation with the AHS to 

issue NOTMARs. 

High – 

assessed in 

accordance 

with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will include a requirement to notify the 

Australian Hydrographic Office through datacentre@hydro.gov.au no 

less than four working weeks before operations commence for the 

promulgation of related notices to mariners, in the Communication 

Plan for the activity. 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 

Consultation and Communication Plan 

Requirement for ConocoPhillips Australia, 

or contractor, to contact AHO via 

datacentre@hydro.gov.au added to 

'Communication Plan' for exploration 

program, as 'Notification 30 days prior to 

mobilisation for: 

- Seabed survey 

- Anchor pre-lay 

- Drilling operations' 

158 540, 4653 Claim Relevant person advised that all activities 

are conducted at ConocoPhillips 

Australia's own risk relating to the 

presence of UXO within the areas. 

High – 

assessed in 

accordance 

with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes the Departments advice relating to 

UXO. 

Furthermore, the risks associated with UXO were assessed in 

preparation of the EP to establish a ‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit 

areas. This risk profile considers the probability of encountering UXO, 

the probability of UXO detonation, and the consequence of 

detonation. 

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is considered low risk for 

all activities, except for some activities involving subsea equipment. 

The risk of a UXO being snagged by equipment, for example when 

collecting seabed samples, and subsequently being brought onto a 

vessel was assessed as Moderate. 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned 

RPS to complete a UXO Risk Assessment 

which is included in the EP. 

157 540, 4653 Claim Relevant person advised that 

unexploded ordnance (UXO) may be 

present on and in the sea floor and 

therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia must 

assess the risks associated with 

conducting activities in the area. 

High – 

assessed in 

accordance 

with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes the Departments advice relating to 

UXO. 

Furthermore, the risks associated with UXO were assessed in 

preparation of the EP to establish a ‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit 

areas. This risk profile considers the probability of encountering UXO, 

the probability of UXO detonation, and the consequence of 

detonation. 

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is considered low risk for 

all activities, except for some activities involving subsea equipment. 

The risk of a UXO being snagged by equipment, for example when 

collecting seabed samples, and subsequently being brought onto a 

vessel was assessed as Moderate. 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned 

RPS to complete a UXO Risk Assessment 

which is included in the EP. 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to 

be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's 

energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 

exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 

(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

538 2/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to ConocoPhillips Australia team and was also CC'd to other relevant individuals.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Heavy vessel traffic map 

• Specific requirements for vessels 

• The requirement to evaluate and implement adequate anti-collision measures with parameters. 

 

Attachments: 

• Attached vessel traffic plot showing heavy vessel traffic in both permit blocks. 

• Links provided for digital data sets and maps. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Reminder that a third party should also be contacted 4 weeks before operations commence. (Email address provided) 

540 2/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation in response to CoP email sent on 3 February 2023.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• The proposed operations are outside of any Defence Training Areas and restricted airspace. 

• Potential presence of unexploded ordnance (UXO). 

• All activities in the area should be conducted at own risk. 

• CoP should continue to liaise with the other relevant organisation for Notices to Mariners (NOTMAR) and notify it three weeks 

prior to the commencement of activities. 

754 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  

 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 

individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 

both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to 

share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1450 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 14/02/23 but no answer. Team was unable to leave message.  

1451 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 14/02/23 but no answer. Team was unable to leave message.  

1454 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 14/02/23 to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. Information included:  

• Individual advised that they get their team to find email as it probably will be something the organisation would be interested 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

in.  

• Individual noted that they would send a response through the Otway email. 

1455 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 14/02/23 but no answer. Team was unable to leave message.  

1594 28/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 

lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 

further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1699 6/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

2596 25/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation providing an update on Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The purpose of the exploration activities. 

• Details about the marine seismic survey completed in 2021 over permit T/49P. 

• Acquisition of an 80 percent interest in permit VIC/P79. 

• Plans to drill exploration wells in both permit areas. 

• Requirement to undertake consultation and prepare an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 

(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. 

• Requirement to have an accepted EP in place before commencing any exploration. 

• Consultation was starting soon. 

• Contact details for anyone affected by the proposed activities. 

2597 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation about their Otway Exploration Drilling Program Project Update.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• The next phase of their Environment Plan development and consultation. 

• The creation of an online mapping tool for feedback and its link. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A webinar being hosted on Tuesday 23 May, 5-6pm AEST and where to register. 

• Contact details for further questions. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 

draft EP chapters. 

3122 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual of organisation about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 

• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 

them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 

manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 

public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3292 1/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual of organisation in response to CoP email sent on 31 August 2023. Individual had no concerns 

regarding the Draft EP Chapters.  

3343 30/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3350 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 

formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3956 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

4167 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 

individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4168 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 

individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4169 20/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation in response to CoP email sent on 3 February 2023.  

 

Summary of Information Received: 

• The proposed operations are outside of any organisation's training areas and restricted airspace. 

• Potential presence of unexploded ordnance (UXO). 

• All activities in the area should be conducted at own risk. 

• CoP should ensure continued liaison with another relevant organisation for Notices to Mariners (NOTMAR) and notify them 

three weeks prior to the commencement of activities. 

4170 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

4171 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 

contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 

what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4653 8/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing organisation in response to the objections and claims raised in the email of 20 

February 2023.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

CoP team attached a formal letter thanking for the feedback and addressing the following points: 

• CoP included a requirement in the Communication Plan of the activity, to notify the other relevant organisation no less than 

four working weeks before operations started for the promulgation of related notices to mariners. 

• CoP noted the possible presence of unexploded ordnance (UXO) and the organisation’s advices about them. 

• The risks were assessed in preparation of the EP to establish a ‘UXO Risk Profile’ of the areas. The risk was considered low for all 

activities, except for some activities involving subsea equipment. The risk of a UXO being caught by equipment during sample 

collection was assessed as Moderate. 

CoP was available for further consultation if needed. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 

comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 

available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 

aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 

activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 

could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 

direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 

direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was 

used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan 

and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 

areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 

provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 

caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Department of Industry Science and Resources – ORG ID 29 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Industry Science and Resources was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Industry Science and Resources was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Department of Industry Science and Resources is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Industry Science and Resources is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 

Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Responsibilities include offshore oil and gas development and safety, and greenhouse gas storage. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Department of Industry Science and Resources with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made, 

Department of Industry Science and Resources did not engage or provide feedback(s) to ConocoPhillips Australia.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Department of Industry Science and Resources for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Department of Industry Science and Resources on preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event 

ID(s) 4147; 4148) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia received only an automated 

response to confirm receipt of correspondence (Event ID 2859) and received no direct communication from Department of Industry Science and Resources. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide 

Department of Industry Science and Resources with project updates via campaign email correspondence. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 

  

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Industry Science and Resources to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 4147, 1157). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157, 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 1157).  

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157; 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 

• Draft EP chapters available for review (Event ID 3181). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



Department of Industry Science and Resources received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 

2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Industry Science and Resources between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 126 days). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Industry Science and Resources to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Industry Science and Resources raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the 

assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 

preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

. Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, 

COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 

comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

4147 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4148 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

2589 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual automated reply advising that they were on leave until June 9 with no access to work emails. They provided an 

alternative contact for urgent matters. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

. Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 

about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

. Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

. Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.  Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.  Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 

to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 

and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.  Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 

comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 

from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 

so. 

.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

•  Thanked everyone who had participated. 

•  Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 

been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.   Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

.   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 

yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 

and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 

or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 

Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 

they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 

activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Indigenous Land and Sea 
Corporation engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4824; 834), telephone call (Event ID(s) 1458; 
1459) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia spoke with an Organisation representative 
during an outgoing telephone call (Event ID(s) 1458; 1459) and was advised that the relevant Organisation individual was out of office and provided the appropriate email address. ConocoPhillips Australia 
did not receive any further direct correspondence from Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation but continued to provide project updates as they became available.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4824). 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
 During the consultation process, information was provided to Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 14 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4824). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4824). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
Information Received 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology, Section 3.6) 
Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation between 14 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 114 days).  

Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation – ORG ID 30 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  The Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation’s purpose is to assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with the acquisition and 
management of land, water and water related interests to provide economic, environmental, social or cultural benefits. 



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback 
and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 
September 2023 (Event ID: 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 
2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 
2023.  
 
At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the proposed activity on its functions, interests or activities. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Indigenous Land and Sea Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 
 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1458 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. 
1459 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. 
4824 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin. Attached: 
Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with 
relevant person. 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

834 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. Attached: 
Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with 
relevant person. 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



   Summary of Information Provided. The attached information: 
Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation. 
Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
Outlined environmental considerations. 
Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, 
and environmental values and sensitivities. 
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register. 
The following information was attached: 
A covering letter. 
Project Update MAY23. 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which: 
Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. 
. Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
. Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
. Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.  Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
. Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person. 
. Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20). 
Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
. Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information. 
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. The attached information sheet: 
Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Attached the following information sheet: 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. Summary of Information Provided. 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
. Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
. Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
·. ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity. 
Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
. Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
. Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested. 
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft 
EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. Summary of Information Provided. 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
. Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
. Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity. 
Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts. 
Provided three options to lodge comments. 
Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. Summary of Information Provided. 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023) 
Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub. 
Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
The following information was attached: 
Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. Summary of Information Provided. 
This email: 
. Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan. 
. Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment. 
. Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
. Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
. Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company. 
Thanked everyone who had participated. 
Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
. Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result. 
. Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA. 
. Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The following information sheet was attached: 
Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
The information sheet: 
. Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-  Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December. 
Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
. Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
Summary of Information Provided. The attached information sheet: 
. Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. 
. Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities. 
Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library. 
The following information sheet was attached. 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
Summary of Information Provided. 
. Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this. 
. Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
. Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
The following information sheet was attached: 
NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. Apologised for wrong date having 
been publicised. 
Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
. Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this. 
. Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
. Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
The following information sheet was attached. 



What we heard through the public comment period. 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data. 
Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



National Native Title Tribunal – ORG ID 31 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• National Native Title Tribunal was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• National Native Title Tribunal was identified via Desktop Research. 

• National Native Title Tribunal is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): National Native Title Tribunal is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Tribunal comprises a President and members, who are appointed by the Governor General under the Act to make decisions, conduct 

inquiries, reviews and mediations, and assist various parties primarily with native title applications, right to negotiate applications and Indigenous land use agreements (‘ILUAs’). 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided the National Native Title Tribunal with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, National Native Title Tribunal acknowledged 

receipt of correspondence but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from National Native Title Tribunal’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 759), telephone call (Event ID 1461) and campaign email 

correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). The National Native Title Tribunal confirmed receipt of correspondence during an outgoing 

telephone call (Event ID 1461) but ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further direct correspondence aside from automated responses acknowledging receipt of correspondence (Event ID(s) 1698; 2593; 

4149; 4150; 4152; 3323; 4151). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide National Native Title Tribunal with project update correspondence as it became available.   

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology, EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to National Native Title Tribunal to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 759). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 759). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology, EP Section 3.6) 



National Native Title Tribunal received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to National Native Title Tribunal between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices 

of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 

persons, ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  

 

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback 

and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 

September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 

2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 

2023.  

 

At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 

National Native Title Tribunal and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for National Native Title Tribunal to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed 

activity on its functions, interests or activities. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, National Native Title Tribunal raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 

Type 

Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

759 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 

or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 

person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1698 3/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

1461 14/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 14/02/23 to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

• Individual advised they had received the email, and it was forwarded to the appropriate individuals.  

2593 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 

share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 

VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 

Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 

information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4149 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4150 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 

chapters. 

4152 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 

activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 

comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3323 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 

public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 

available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4151 3/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that ConocoPhillips had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 

details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 

have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 

period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 

available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 

access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 

website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 

improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 

resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 

changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 

Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 

updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 

by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Department of State Growth Tasmania with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Department of State Growth Tasmania did not 

provide any feedback(s) to ConocoPhillips Australia. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Department of State Growth Tasmania for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Department of State Growth’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event 

ID 2), telephone call (Event ID 1474) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia 

spoke with a representative from Department of State Growth Tasmania during an outgoing telephone call and they advised they would contact the relevant Organisation individual (Event ID 1474). 

ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from Department of State Growth Tasmania but continued to provide project updates as they became available. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to the Department of State Growth Tasmania to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 03 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was: 

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID(s) 2; 1637). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2). 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID(s) 2; 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637). 

• Summary of potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID(s) 1157; 2625). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 1157). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided link of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181) 

 
Information Received 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

Department of State Growth Tasmania – ORG ID 32 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of State Growth Tasmania was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of State Growth Tasmania was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Department of State Growth Tasmania is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of State Growth Tasmania is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 

with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The purpose of Mineral Resources Tasmania is to give effect to government policy in relation to minerals and petroleum resources, 

and the Division provides essential information for land management in Tasmania. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 



Department of State Growth Tasmania received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of State Growth Tasmania between 03 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 175 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of State Growth Tasmania to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 

of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 

have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of State Growth Tasmania raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 
 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be 

undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

• Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy 

security. 

• Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration 

permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for 

public comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

2 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 

person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1474 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 15/02/2023. 

• COP team member was unable to reach the appropriate individual to discuss consultation.  

• Receptionist advised COP team member that the receptionist didn’t have access to specific individual email address account and 

advised that they would request relevant person to contact ConocoPhillips Australia. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 

feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 

VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 

Relevant Person.  

• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 

information. 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 

of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 

chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 

activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 

comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 

available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 

Plan.  

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 

to do so. 

• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 

have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 

period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 

available. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 

access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 

website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 

Plan was updated to reflect this.  

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 

Plan was updated to reflect this.  

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 

improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 

resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 

changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 

map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 

Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 

updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 

caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 

 



Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania – ORG ID 33 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS. 
 Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania is a State or Territory Department or Agency, specifically the regulatory body for oil and gas in Tasmania. It is also the 
lead response agency for marine pollution events, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks 
related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP); Shoreline Plan (Rev00C); Appendix 1: Shoreline Treatment Recommendation Guides, tactical response and first strike response plans and pre-emptive debris clearance. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in November 2022. In-person meeting(s) were held in November 2022 (Event ID 4607) and March 2023 (Event ID 2521) to ascertain Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania’s primary 
concerns: emergency response preparedness, oil spills and values, sensitivities, impacts to cetaceans and seabirds and seasonal sensitivities (Event IDs: 4607, 2521, 695). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction 
on Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania’s preferred method of consultation (Event ID 516). Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania actively engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia throughout 
the consultation process directly via email and in-person and virtual meetings. ConocoPhillips Australia provided Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania with a formal written response regarding their 
feedback and objections and claims (Event ID 3828). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania with project update correspondence via campaign emails (Event ID(s) 1157; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). However, ConocoPhillips Australia has not received any direct engagement from Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania 
post first submission. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event IDs: 3, 69). 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 3, 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 3, 1157, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 3, 1157, 1637). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
Additional tailored information provided to Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  



 Provided the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan for consultation (Event IDs: 1258, 3828). 
 Provided secure link to Shoreline Response Plan and draft Tactical Response Plans for King Island (Event ID 1369). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 13 information(s) from Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 09 November 2022 (Event ID 4364) and an initial update about the activity on 03 February 2023 
(Event ID 3), 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 126 days). 
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s):  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3828), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Environment Protection Authority (EPA) Tasmania raised 17 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1257 1657 Relevant person discussed a shared approach for the pre-spill 
component, noting that information would be validated in the event of a 
spill, including feedback from stakeholder consultations. 

After ConocoPhillips Australia tabled information on the NEBA development process during a 
meeting (Event 1657; 13/06/2023), further information was provided around the pre-spill 
component of the AMOSC processes and anticipated validation in the event of the spill, including 
feedback from consultation with stakeholders in community. This information was taken into 
account in the EP. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1259 1657 Relevant person shared that a waste sub-plan is being developed for the 
state plan. It is expected that ConocoPhillips Australia will contact EPA 
Tas, who will then activate their sub-plan and advise on the necessary 
supporting resources. The sub-plan is expected to be ready by 
November, before the national exercise. 

ConocoPhillips Australia confirmed this understanding, that COP would contact EPA Tas and EPA 
Tas would activate their sup-plan and advise COP on what supporting resources would be 
needed, is reflected in the OPEP, Section 4.6, namely the need to consult with relevant 
jurisdictional/state control agencies for waste management.  

1260 1657 Relevant person commented on the theoretical nature of some TRP's and 
emphasized the importance of ground truthing of TRP's and establishing 
relationships before starting the activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make contact with Parks Australia to support access to 
private land during ground truthing of the tactical response plans developed for King Island. 
Unfortunately, Parks Victoria were unable to assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips undertook to 
complete ground truthing of areas with public access and reviewed access to areas on private 
land as far a public access would allow from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

1263 1657 Relevant person noted that some values and sensitivities, such as First 
Nations Cultural Heritage and King Island Community, are not listed 
anywhere. 

ConocoPhillips Australia received information that some values and sensitivities weren’t listed in 
response planning documents (e.g. First Nations Cultural Heritage, King Island Community) 
4/5/2023; Event ID 1657). Consultation with these key groups has been extensive during 
development of the EP consultation process. 

1265 1657 Relevant person provided feedback that the exercise conducted in 2021 
was successful, including engagement at the Director level. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to invite representatives from EPA Tas to attend training 
exercises.  

1266 1657 Relevant person provided an overview stating that the offshore guidance 
document for Tasmania is similar to those for WA and VIC. 

Responded in meeting that AMOSC’s recent and ongoing consultation with Jurisdictional 
Authorities Australia wide indicates jurisdictional guidance around cross jurisdictional control and 
coordination (as outlined in the OPEP) appears to be moving to an accepted, effective, national 
structure. 

1269 1657 Relevant person noted that upon notifying EPA Tas of an incident, EPA 
Tas would activate their Oiled Wildlife Response team and decision 
making would be led by that team. 

ConocoPhillips Australia confirmed this understanding is reflected in the OPEP, Section 4.5 (Oiled 
Wildlife Response). 

1276 1657 Relevant person emphasized the importance of ground truthing of TRP's 
and establishing these relationships before the commencement of 
activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make contact with Parks Australia to support access to 
private land during ground truthing of the tactical response plans developed for King Island. 
Unfortunately, Parks Victoria were unable to assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips undertook to 
complete ground truthing of areas with public access and reviewed access to areas on private 
land as far a public access would allow from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

1277 1657 Relevant person highlighted that the locations on King Island were 
crucial for a successful response. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided an overview of recent discussions with KI Council on FOB/ 
materials storage locations on King Island, including feedback from council around 
accommodation requirements in event of drilling occurring adjacent to King Island.  

1322 2521 Relevant person stated that deterministic runs are necessary to provide 
specific feedback. 

Noted. 

1323 2521 Relevant person stated that EPA guidelines require more than OPEP to 
ensure that response actions will be fit for purpose. The development 
and ground truthing of TRPs should support this. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make contact with Parks Australia to support access to 
private land during ground truthing of the tactical response plans developed for King Island. 
Unfortunately, Parks Victoria were unable to assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips undertook to 
complete ground truthing of areas with public access and reviewed access to areas on private 
land as far a public access would allow from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

1399 4607 Relevant person advised that a national exercise for Oil Spill Response is 
likely to occur in November 2023 and suggested that ConocoPhillips 
Australia avoid scheduling events close to this date. 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised that they are preparing gap analysis and  
training plan for 2023, including Q3 exercise and Q4 Interagency Tier 3  
exercise which we would appreciate participation from NRE-Tas, TasEPA, DTP and  
others. 

1400 4607 Relevant person reiterated the importance of the wildlife team in these 
discussions and acknowledged ConocoPhillips Australia's ongoing 
information regarding whale surveys as of 30/11/2022. 

OPEP Section 4.5.1 includes Information on the role of the Tasmanian Oiled Wildlife Response 
Plan, the Environment Business Unit of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
(NRE Tas) under the leadership of the Marine Conservation Program (MCP; Wildlife, Health and 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

Marine (WHAM) section); and that the MCP Wildlife Co-ordinator should be contacted in the 
event of an oil spill of any size via the 24-hour 
“Whale” Hotline on 0427 942 597 (0427 WHALES). 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

85 2521, 3828 Claim Relevant person requested 
that ConocoPhillips 
continues to liaise with 
NRE-Tas regarding the 
impacts on cetaceans and 
seabirds, including the 
identification of seasonal 
sensitivities.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites any 
and all information on how we can continue to improve our consultation with 
individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected by the proposed 
activities to help inform the EP.  
 
The Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania is an 
identified relevant person and is being consulted as part of EP development.  

CM07: Light Management Plan 
which will  
CM08: Fauna Management Plan  
Thes plans will reviewed with the 
Tasmanian state government 
department. 

86 2521, 3828 Claim Relevant person 
recommended validating 
response actions by 
ground-truthing to ensure 
they are fit for purpose. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia and AMSOC developed Tactical Response Plan 
(TRPs) and conducted a ground truthing exercise for King Island TRPs from 
12-14 July 2023, where access could be secured. Updated TRPs have been 
attached to the response to Regulation 16b Feedback for ID 91.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to gain access to private properties 
through discussion with the Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Services but was 
advised that personnel were unavailable to assist. Consequently, we 
undertook to validate access information as far as we could on public roads 
and ground-truthed TRPs where access was via public roads.  

Develop Tactical Response Plans 
and conduct ground truthing 
exercise on King Island, where 
access can be secured, prior to EP 
submission to support OPEP 
development. 

88 1657, 3828 Claim Relevant person stated that 
some values and 
sensitivities are not listed in 
the OPEP (i.e. First Nations 
cultural heritage, King 
Island community) 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

During consultation you mentioned that some values and sensitivities hadn't 
been listed anywhere in the OPEP, e.g. First Nations Cultural Heritage, King 
Island Community. 
 
Please find attached the latest version of the Draft OPEP which includes 
references to both of the above, specifically within the Net Environmental 
Benefit Analyses for marine diesel oil and gas condensate in Tables 2-11 and 
2-12 (Social Category - Victorian Cultural Heritage Sites and Tasmanian 
Cultural Heritage Site; and Economic Category - Coastal Settlements and 
King Island Industry. Further, we have now made the draft Environment Plan 
chapters publicly available to support ongoing consultation, and additional 
details on these values can be found within draft chapter 4. Description of the 
Environment, available from our consultation hub: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-
drilling-program/epchapters/  
 
Please let us know if you require any additional information regarding these 
values. 

Information 

89 1657, 3828 Request Relevant person stated that 
in the event of an incident 
they are required to 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises TasEPA's role as the lead response agency 
should an incident occur impacting Tasmanian waters.  We note that this 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

validate the proposed oil 
wildlife response strategy 
and initial response actions 
as outlined in the OPEP. 

process has been outlined in the OPEP and seek feedback from the TasEPA as 
to its adequacy.  

91 1657, 3828 Claim Relevant person requested 
that ConocoPhillips 
Australia identifies forward 
operating base locations on 
King Island that are key to 
successful response. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia and AMSOC developed Tactical Response Plan 
(TRPs) and conducted a ground truthing exercise for King Island TRPs from 
12-14 July 2023, where access could be secured. Updated TRPs have been 
attached to the response to Regulation 16b Feedback for ID 91.  
 
The King Island Council Town Hall was identified as the most suitable location 
to establish a Forward Operating Base, with the following features: 
- Proximity to Currie port, airport and main N/S roadway for transportation of 
personnel and equipment, and accommodation  
- Adequate internal space to establish a command center 
- Power 
- Communications/IT 
- Climate control 
- Hot Water 
- Ablutions 
- Kitchen facilities 
- Close to town/stores/supplies 
- Close to local police  
 
Staging areas for equipment. materials and wastes, etc could be established 
at Currie Port, Grassy Port and the airport as required. 
 
The above information has been included in the Primary TRP for the Ettrick 
River and this has been referenced in each of the Secondary TRPs. 

Develop Tactical Response Plans 
and conduct ground truthing 
exercise on King Island, where 
access can be secured, prior to EP 
submission to support OPEP 
development and include 
information on potential forward 
operating base and staging areas in 
Primary TRP for Ettrick River and 
reference this in secondary TRPs. 
CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 

115 2574, 3828 Request Relevant person requested 
that ConocoPhillips 
Australia consider pre-
emptively stockpiling 
response equipment on 
King Island prior to 
conducting drilling adjacent 
to King Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to having first strike spill response 
resources pre-emptively located on King Island in the event that drilling is 
scheduled to occur within the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, 
adjacent to King Island.  
 
Table 6-1: Environmental performance requirements and responsibilities for 
the OPEP (OPEP Rev00C page 73) has been updated to reflect this control 
measure. and measurement criteria have been established to demonstrate 
compliance including: 
- Agreements, contracts in place, and 
- Equipment in position prior to drilling in central zone of T/49P. 

First strike response equipment will 
be pre-positioned on King Island to 
support rapid response, in the 
event that drilling is scheduled to 
occur within the central zone of the 
T/49P Operational Area, adjacent 
to King Island. 

116 2574, 3828 Request Relevant person requested 
that ConocoPhillips 
Australia consider pre-
emptive debris clearance in 
TRPs and including possible 
methods to collect waxy 
materials. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included the requirement for shoreline pre-clean 
in: 
- Sections 7 and 8.6 of the Shoreline Plan (Rev00c) 
- The Primary TRP developed for Ettrick River, King Island - as the first 
response task, and 
- The Secondary TRPs for King Island - Pre-oil clean-up recommendations, as 
part of SCAT Information. 
 

Pre-emptive debris clearance (pre-
clean of shorelines to above high 
tide mark) included in shoreline 
plan and TRPs. 
 
Methods proposed for recovery of 
hydrocarbons, including manual 
removal of weathered waxy 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Methods proposed for recovery of hydrocarbons, including manual removal 
of weathered waxy residues, are provided in the Shoreline Plan (Rev00C), 
Appendix 1: Shoreline Treatment Recommendation Guides, Tables A1-1a 
through to A1-1h, where relevant to shoreline type.  

residues, are provided in the 
Shoreline Plan (Rev00C), Appendix 
1: Shoreline Treatment 
Recommendation Guides, Tables 
A1-1a through to A1-1h, where 
relevant to shoreline type.  

1045 2521 Claim Relevant person 
emphasized the need for 
more consultation and 
information beyond the 
OPEP. They suggested that 
response actions should be 
validated to ensure they are 
fit for purpose, and the 
development of Tactical 
Response Plans (TRPs) 
should support this. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make contact with Parks Australia to 
support access to private land during ground truthing of the tactical response 
plans developed for King Island. Unfortunately, Parks Victoria were unable to 
assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips undertook to complete ground 
truthing of areas with public access and reviewed access to areas on private 
land as far a public access would allow from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

N/A 

1049 2574 Statement Relevant person expressed 
satisfaction with the 
preliminary control 
measures and showed 
willingness to collaborate 
with the concerned 
organization in the future. 

 
Noted. N/A 

1106 4107 Claim Relevant person expressed 
curiosity about the process 
and implications of seabed 
clearance. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Response provided to RP in Doc ID: 2947. 
The use of ROV intervention assumes the ROV has unhindered access to the 
Blow-out  
Preventer (BOP). If the rig has had to make an emergency disconnect or if the 
riser is  
dropped – a site survey will be required and pending the outcome of the 
survey – debris  
clearance may be required to clear a path for the ROV. 

N/A 

1107 4107 Claim Relevant person suggested 
that waste management 
should be considered as a 
function that needs to be 
implemented during 
response operations, rather 
than a strategy that can be 
opted in or out. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Response provided to RP in Doc ID: 2947. 
The listing of strategies is based on global good practice – IPIECA Tiered 
Preparedness  
and Response Guidance (Table 3: The fifteen areas of response capability 
most commonly required to mitigate the consequences of an oil spill): 
tiered_preparedness_and_response_2015_r2016.pdf. Waste Management is 
included in the key areas of response capability. There are several oil spill 
response strategies that will always be chosen during a response. 

N/A 

1128 4607 Claim Relevant person 
highlighted that noise 
pollution is currently a 
significant concern in the 
marine environment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised in same meeting that underwater noise 
guidelines are being developed but had been delayed, and that the company 
involved in developing the  guidelines is COPs consultant. Impacts associated 
with underwater sound are assessed in detail in EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7.  

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1129 4607 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about the 
limitations of Tactical 
Response Plans (TRPs), 
preferring to follow the 
First Strike Response Plan 
for King Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised that they had included ground-truthing in 
the scope of work for the TRPs.  ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make 
contact with Parks Australia to support access to private land during ground 
truthing of the tactical response plans developed for King Island. 
Unfortunately, Parks Victoria were unable to assist and, alternatively, 
ConocoPhillips undertook to complete ground truthing of areas with public 
access and reviewed access to areas on private land as far a public access 
would allow from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

N/A 

1130 4607 Claim Relevant person suggested 
that King Island, being a 
distinct community, should 
be consulted 
independently. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia engaged with King Island community through 5 
community sessions held over 3 separate days on 15/03/2023, 17/05/2023 
and 13/07/2023. Sequential Event ID’s are 1085, 1304, 2641, 2642 and 2643. 

N/A 

1131 4607 Claim Relevant person noted that 
the physical impact of the 
operation on the seafloor is 
minimal due to the depths 
and the SRL habitat 
typically being less than 
100m. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

As detailed in EP Section 4.6.4.2 (Crustaceans), giant crab are found 'in the 
shelf break habitat associated with bryozoan substrates between 140 m and 
270 m (Poor 2004, Leon et al. 2017). The habitat of early juveniles has yet to 
be established, however there is some evidence that smaller individuals occur 
in deeper water (Williams et al 2009; Leon unpublished data). SRL are found 
in depths up to 150 m (DPI 2009), although during consultation 
ConocoPhillips Australia was advised that most habitat occurs in water depth 
<100 m (Org ID: 14, Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
Tasmania (NRE TAS), Event ID: 4607, FB ID: 1131).' Impacts to giant crabs, 
southern rock lobster and associated fisheries from seabed disturbance are 
assessed in EP Section 6.3.5.  

N/A 

1397 4607 Question Relevant person asked for 
clarification about the pink 
line representing the 
remaining hydrocarbon in 
any form it appears in, and 
inquired about its 
appearance in the natural 
environment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia advised in the meeting (Event ID: 4607) that the pink 
line (combined low threshold for LOWC) helps provide us with the planning 
envelope, for where we could potentially need to respond; and advised that 
weathered gas condensate would likely have similar qualities/ characteristics 
to Thylacine/ Geographe gas condensate, but we don’t know till we’ve 
extracted it. Additional information was provided on the weathering of gas 
condensate (Event ID: 2820, Doc ID: 2947) 

N/A 

1398 4607 Request Relevant person inquired if 
TRPs could be returned to 
EPA TAS as they are sharing 
all the data that enables 
their creation. They also 
noted that OSRA has two 
levels of data, some of 
which is not publicly 
available. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to discussing provision of the TRPs to Tas 
EPA with AMOSC who had developed them specifically for the modelled 
scenarios, and a secure link to the TRPs was provided (Event ID: 1369). 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4364 9/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual.  
 
Key discussion points: 
• Referenced a previous meeting for another project and Indicated when they would be in the area and would appreciate being able to meet. 
• Said that they were already meeting locally with another organisation and suggested they join that meeting. 

2928 14/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email sent on 09/11/22 regarding request for meeting. 
 
Summary of individual provided: 
• Individual confirmed they had met with COP team member previously and found the meeting productive.  
• Provided availability for meeting. 
• Confirmed they would like their colleagues at another organisation to attend the meeting.  
• Requested COP team to confirm a time and once agreed, they would book a meeting room. 

4094 15/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 
Summary of information provided:  
• Responded to email 1411/22 and accepted the suggested meeting time. 
• Proposed agenda items for consideration.  
 
COP team member requested: 
• Names and email addresses for other suggested attendees.  

4373 16/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to provide details of people who may be interested to attend meeting. 
4374 17/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. Confirmed meeting time suggested on 16/11/22 and requested that invitation be forwarded to colleagues. 
4607 30/11/2022 Meeting - In-

person 
MEETING IN PERSON: With key organisations.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• High level briefing on project. 
• Current activities and potential impacts as understood. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• General discussion around title instrument and commitments for NOPTA. 
• Discussion on environmental and cultural values and technical questions on impact assessment findings. 
• Existing consultation guideline available.  
• Potential for collaboration and participation at COP emergency response training. 
• COP to consider position on using AMOSC Tactical Response plans in Tasmania. 
• Preferred focus is on first strike response plans subject to equitable resourcing. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Review consultation guidelines and adapt stakeholder plan to reflect EPA stakeholder engagement guidance note.  
• COP to request contact details for nominated representative. 
• COP to provide EPA with more information on condensate residue once they’ve acquired it.  
• COP to share NOPSEMA Oil Spill modelling video.  
• COP to raise with AMOSC and how to share information with State Response agencies, specifically Tactical Response Plans.  
• COP to keep in contact regarding possible participation in Observer Program for National Exercise. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1602 2/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two relevant individuals for review following a meeting held on 30/11/22. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individuals for their time and shared that it was a great opportunity to further understand the work they do. 
• Stated that they compiled meeting notes and requested they review to ensure that they both are aligned on outcomes from meeting and agreed actions.  
 
Attached:  
• Meeting notes for review.  

4095 12/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two individuals as information is relevant to both. This email is following up previous email sent on 02/12/22 regarding review of meeting 
notes from 30/11/22. 
 
Summary of information provided:  
• Requested if there were any changes they would like to make. 
 
Attached:  
•Meeting notes again for review.  

1631 14/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual (EMAIL CARBON COPIED ORG ID 14) sent to ConocoPhillips Australia team, in response to follow up email sent on 12/12/22 regarding 
meeting notes.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Individual apologised for the delay. 
• Confirmed the meeting notes looked fine. 
• Questioned if the meeting was recorded. Stated this would not be a problem but they were curious as the meeting notes were very detailed.  
• Stated that they were still considering if there were areas of the OSRA data that could benefit with updates. 

4096 15/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two relevant individuals as information was relevant for both. Response to their email received on 14/12/22 regarding approval of meeting 
notes. 
 
Summary if information provided: 
• Team advised that the meeting was not recorded. 
• Affirmed that they would only record a meeting if the individual requested it and if they obtained consent from all participating parties.  
• COP team member asked other individual if they had any additional comments for the meeting notes.  

6282 15/12/2022 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 33 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 1678): Original sender was not ID 33. Incoming email was sent by 
another relevant person (ORG ID 14) who noted: 
- Confirmed their approval of meeting notes. 

3 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 
Attachments: 
• COP Overview FEB 23 which provided maps and outlined the proposed activities; the regulatory framework; potential impacts; company information; approaches to 
consultation and a Q&A section. 
• COP Consultation FEB 23 which provided information on the approach to consultation; definition of Relevant Persons; outline of FIAs; a map of planned activities; and a 
Q&A section.  
 
Key discussion points: 
• Notified COP was preparing an EP to undertake exploration drilling program. 
Outlined key points in covering letter, namely- exploration is for gas; NOPSEMA is the regulator; consultation will occur with relevant persons and communities; COP will 
be in touch to discuss FIAs. 
• Stated that the team would be in contact to understand FIAs and the preferred consultation approach.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

516 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 
Key discussion points: 
• Requested an initial meeting to determine the preferred format of consultation in preparation of the EP. 
• Noted they had had a chance to review the consultation guide provided. 
• Suggested an agenda for the meeting to cover: Proposed activity and time frames; Initial assessment of potential risks; OPEP development and timeframes; Regular 
consultation cadence and information requirements. 
 
COP Team Member Requested: 
• Availability and meeting preference – either in person or virtual. 

4375 1/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who suggested a meeting time. 
4376 1/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to confirm meeting time and query location. 
518 1/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who agreed meeting details. 
2513 1/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who accepted suggested meeting time. 
2514 14/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who advised of having to leave a scheduled meeting early. 
2921 14/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sen to Individual advising of possible late start to meeting.  
2521 14/03/2023 Meeting - In-

person 
IN PERSON MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program  
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Current phase of EP development, including no change to activity parameters. 
• Initial assessment of risks – stochastic and deterministic modelling. 
• Weathering characteristics of gas. 
• Condensate and marine diesel oil in marine environment. 
• Schedule for development of the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan and Tactical Response Plans (TRPs) (with discussion. 
• Confirmation that national emergency response exercise is on in November 2023. Possibility of collaborating on an activity in early 2024. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• That deterministic runs are required to give specific feedback. 
• Asked if timing for drilling was being considered in terms of impacts to different biological activities for some species, noting risks to rafting seabirds, marine mammals. 
• Asked to be kept informed (rather than attend) and provided some contacts for the island. 
• Shared that the EPA guidelines need more than OPEP because they want to validate that response actions will be fit for purpose and that development and ground 
truthing of TRPs should support this. 

695 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following a meeting on 14/3/23.  
 
Attachments: 
• Draft meeting notes were attached. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The meeting had addressed information on status of the project and early assessment of risks.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Options for assessing impacts; links between timing and impacts; approach to information sharing; use oof guidelines. 
 
 Key Actions: 
• Arrange a meeting to discuss initial risk assessment on oil spills and loss of well control; and to share information on Devonport spill. 
• In relation to TRPs, confirm effectiveness and provide opportunity to confirm values and sensitivities, including cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Continue to liaise with industry representative on impacts to cetaceans and seabirds and identification of seasonal sensitivities. 
• Provide preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment and deterministic model runs. 
• Provide periodic updates on TRP development. 

2516 27/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who confirmed available meeting time. 
2517 6/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual proposing an alternative meeting time.  
2518 17/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who requested alternative meeting options.  
2925 17/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual suggesting meeting time.  
2926 17/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who accepted suggested time for meeting. 
2927 17/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual to acknowledge meeting time and attendance list.  
2519 17/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to provide alternative meeting times.  
2574 26/04/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 
MEETING VIRTUAL: To brief organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Updated status of Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) and timeframe for delivery. 
• Assessment of risks – stochastic and deterministic modelling output for loss of well control (gas condensate) and vessel collision (marine diesel oil), with deterministic 
output focused on scenarios. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Ground-truthing of Tactical Response Plans.  
• Fate and weathering characteristics of gas condensate and marine diesel oil in the marine environment and prioritisation of protect and deflect. 
• Potential value of stockpiling of response materials and pre-emptive debris clearance. 
• Largest swept area and potential impacts to surface breathing mammals and rafting birds.  
• Next steps for consultation. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1258 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following meeting on 26/4/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Meeting notes were attached. 
• OPEP Rev 00a was attached for consultation – Tactical Response Plans to follow. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Key Discussion Points: 
Meeting notes addressed - 
• Tactical Response Plans.  
• Characteristics of gas condensate and marine diesel oil. 
• Stockpiling of response materials and pre-emptive debris clearance. 
• Potential impacts to surface breathing mammals and rafting birds.  
 
Key Actions: 
• Arrange a meeting to provide initial feedback on the OPEP plan and tactical responses. 

4378 22/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from Individual who responded to email of 22/5/23. 
 
Key discussion points: 
• Agreed with previous meeting notes. 
• Suggested date for next meeting. 

1279 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 
Attachments: 
• Agreed Meeting Notes – 26/4/23. 
• Draft Meeting Notes – 14/3/23 – For Approval, previously sent. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Individual to approve draft notes. 
• Agree meeting time. 

4379 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Confirmed meeting arrangements. 
• Commented on notes from meeting of 14/3/23. 
• Queried use of terms in meeting report. 
• Requested conversation to clarify. 

1305 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Confirmed the date for the next meeting. 
• Encourage individual to be clear with comments on the draft notes from the previous meeting. 
• Suggested reviewing the draft as part of the next agenda. 

2520 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with meeting log-in for 13/6/23. 
1369 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 

 
Key discussion points: 
• Responded following submission of draft OPEP on 22/5/23. 
• Stated that further to the submission of the draft OPEP on the 22/5/23, team would send a link to a secure FTP-site to access confidential draft planning documents for 
review and consultation.  
• Emphasised the confidential status of the draft documents and requested they not be circulated outside the organisation at that point.  
• Suggested they reach out if there was any difficulty in accessing the files. 
• Noted they were looking forward to a meeting on the 13/6/23.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1370 30/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who confirmed confidentiality of files would be respected. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4105 13/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to email of 13/6/23 re overlooking email about OPEP, Shoreline Plan and TRPs for King Island. Team assured they 
understood. 

1657 13/06/2023 Meeting - 
Virtual 

MEETING VIRTUAL: With key organisations. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Outline of OPEP – Topics in attached notes. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Agreed to changes to meeting notes 14/3/23. 
• Explained the technical details underpinning assessments and modelling. 
• Noted that pre-spill component to be validated through consultation. 
• Explained values and sensitivities needed in planning.  
• Confirmed role of emergency response groups and capability exercises. 
• Overview of cross-jurisdictional control and coordination. 
• Raised waste management, gas condensate, environmental performance, oiled wildlife, materials storage.  

1663 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: NOTIFICATION - Individual has downloaded files from the folder 'File Box'. 
1665 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual stating files had been received. 
1711 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual: 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Draft Meeting notes – 13/6/23 
• Updated Draft Meeting notes 14/3/23 
 
Key Discussion Points - 13/6/23: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COP explained the technical details underpinning assessments and modelling. 
• Noted that pre-spill component to be validated through consultation. 
• Explained some values and sensitivities needed to be included in planning.  
• Confirmed role of emergency response groups and capability exercises. 
• Overview of cross-jurisdictional control and coordination. 
• Raised waste management, gas condensate, environmental performance, oiled wildlife, materials storage.  
 
Key Actions: 
• COP to send link to TRPs and Shoreline Plan to organisation. 
• COP to ensure notifications occur early. 
•  Organisation to validate the proposed oil wildlife response strategy as outlined in the OPEP and take lead role drawing in specialist response teams. 

4107 27/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from Individual responding to email of 13/6/23 re OPEP, Shoreline Plan and TRPs for King Island.  
 
Key discussion points: 
• Provided comments on the document.  
• Comments shared technical information relating to the draft on topics such as: seabed clearance, condensate characteristics; waste management; giant kelp. 
• Provided general editing suggestions. 
• Individual suggested a follow-up meeting. 

1813 28/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to comments re OPEP, Shoreline Plan and TRPs for King Island, committing to respond within the next week. 
2494 18/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual.  

 
Team: 
• Queried whether the organisation had additional comments on the draft OPEP. 
• Noted that COP was approaching the end of the consultation period and wished to ensure all comments were included. 
• Asked if a meeting or additional information was required. 
• Attached previous meeting notes for reference. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2820 10/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Written feedback and responses to queries and issues. 
• Table 7-16 – Criteria used to determine receptor sensitivity in the MDO and LOWC EMBAs. 
• Table -211 – Strategic NEBA – Marine Diesel. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Thanks for feedback on the draft OPEP – formal response provided. 
• OPEP has been updated to reflect this information, where relevant. 
• Noted that TRPs for King Island have been ground truthed where access was possible. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Convene a meeting if further discussion is needed. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3412 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3311 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3828 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Thanked for feedback on the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Formal response to feedback, objections and claims was attached along with Otway Exploration Drilling Program Oil Pollution Emergency Plan - Draft for Consultation, 
OPEP Appendix 2 Shoreline Plan and Tactical Response Plans (TRPs) for Tasmania. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
 
The following issues noted by the individual were responded to in the attached documents:  
 
• An expansion of the values and sensitivities listed. 
• Ongoing specialist liaison re impacts to cetaceans and seabirds and identification of seasonal sensitivities. 
• Pre-emptively stockpiling response equipment and identifying forward operating base locations for King Island. 
• Pre-emptive debris clearance of shorelines and possible methods to collect waxy materials. 
• Validation of proposed oil wildlife response strategy and response actions, with support of EPA Tas lead role. 
• Validation of response actions through development and ground truthing of TRPs. 
• Provided contact details for further discussion. 
Advised consultation records would be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP unless advised otherwise.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) – ORG ID 34 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania is part of the central agency of the Tasmanian State Government (DPAC) and administers the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1975, which establishes the Aboriginal Heritage Council of Tasmania, the Aboriginal Lands Act 1995, which establishes the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania, and the Native Title (Tasmania) Act 
1994.  Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) oversees the implementation of the Aboriginal cultural management outcomes of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) Management Plan 
2016. Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania provides ongoing support of cultural values management in the TWWHA. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) resulted in meaningful outcomes as valuable feedback was obtained on the draft chapters of the Environment Plan in September 
2023 (Event ID 3818), with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback 
and made subsequent inclusions and adjustments in the Environment Plan, including Tables 7-25 and 7-38, and Section 4.8.2.1. 

Consultation process 
Consultation period with the Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) leading to submission of the EP for public comment (3 February 2023 – 9 November 2023)  
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from the Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC)’s preferred method of consultation. Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) attempted contact by telephone with various 
missed calls between them and ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID’s 1476, 38, 1499) before contact was made (Event ID 1502) to request the previous email be resent. This was actioned (Event ID 4142). 
ConocoPhillips Australia then attempted to return the call Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) after resending the email without answer or ability to leave a message. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to 
update Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) on the project (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) during which one relevant person from Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) unsubscribed (Event ID 3438). 
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) advised they were having difficulties with access to EP documents (Event ID 3422) and that it was working for them (Event ID 3800). Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) 
requested explicit referencing on potential impacts to Cultural Heritage sites (Event ID 3818). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates (Event ID’s 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023)  
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide project updates via 
campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485; 6288).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to the Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 4141; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4141). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 174 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in September and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4638; 4671), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.  Additionally, Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) had the information for more than 
60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in Section 3.6). 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) raised 7 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of the assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

402 3818, 4638 Relevant person provided feedback on culturally 
appropriate grammar suggesting the word 'aboriginal 
'should be capitalised. 

Thank you for identifying this error. The incorrect reference to 'aboriginal’ has been corrected to have a capital A, and 
we have reviewed the remainder of the Environment Plan to ensure there are no other occurrences. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

403 3818, 4638 Relevant person provided feedback regarding the 
suggestion made in the EP that all Tasmanian 
Aboriginal people are a collective and singular 
Traditional Owner Group when there are many 
complexities to the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community. 

Thank you for this clarification and additional information. The opening paragraph of Section '4.8.2.1 Tasmania' of the 
Environment Plan has been rewritten to reflect the feedback provided and now states: 
 
"4.8.2.1. Tasmania 
First Nations peoples have inhabited Tasmania throughout the Last Glacial Maximum, back to 35,000 years before 
present (Jones et al 2023). Tasmanian Aboriginal people were able to survive the changing landscape due to their 
knowledge of resources provided by the marine and coastal environments and their ability to harvest aquatic 
resources, such as seals and shellfish. The Tasmanian Aboriginal people, including the Palawa people and the Pirapa 
people (names by which some Tasmanian Aboriginal people refer to themselves), stayed entirely isolated from the 
rest of the human race for approximately 10,000 years until the French made contact in 1772 (National Museum of 
Australia, September 2022). The information presented in this section of the EP has been updated to reflect feedback 
received during consultation (Event ID: 3818, Reg16b IDs: 402-409; Event ID: 4215)." 

404 3818, 4638 Relevant person provided feedback on culturally 
appropriate grammar suggesting the term 'Aboriginal 
Tasmanians' should be adapted to 'Tasmanian 
Aboriginal people'. 

Thank you for this clarification. Section '4.8.2.1 Tasmania' of the Environment Plan has been rewritten to reflect the 
feedback provided and now refers to Tasmanian Aboriginal people. 

405 3818, 4638 Relevant person provided feedback that the earliest 
Pleistocene date in Tasmania is 34,000 and not 23,000 
as stated in the EP. 

Thank you for bringing this important information to our attention. Section '4.8.2.1 Tasmania' of the Environment Plan 
has been rewritten to reflect the feedback provided and Jones et al 2023 (Jones, Rhys. “Tasmanian Archaeology: 
Establishing the Sequences.” Annual Review of Anthropology, vol. 24, 1995, pp. 423–46. JSTOR, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2155944. Accessed 17 Oct. 2023.) was identified to support a revised date of '35,000 years 
before present'. This section now states: 
 
"First Nations peoples have inhabited Tasmania throughout the Last Glacial Maximum, back to 35,000 years before 
present (Jones et al 2023)." 

406 3818, 4638 Relevant person provided feedback that the date of 
first European contact with the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people (1803), stated in the EP, is incorrect and that the 
French were in fact the first contact in the late 1700s. 

Thank you for bringing this important information to our attention. Section '4.8.2.1 Tasmania' of the Environment Plan 
has been rewritten to reflect the feedback provided and information on the National Museum of Australia's website 
was identified to support a revised date of '1772' for the earliest record of contact with the French. This section now 
states: 
 
"The Tasmanian Aboriginal people, including the Palawa people and the Pirapa people (names by which some 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people refer to themselves), stayed entirely isolated from the rest of the human race for 
approximately 10,000 years until the French made contact in 1772 (National Museum of Australia, September 2022)." 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event 
ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

407 3818, 
4638 

Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the wording around the 
Western Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Cultural Landscape being incorrectly 
perceived as the only place 
Aboriginal people lived in Tasmania, 
and suggested rewording Section 
4.8.2.1 to reflect Tasmanian Aboriginal 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Thank you for this clarification. We have removed specific 
reference to the Western Tasmanian Aboriginal Cultural 
Landscape and have updated the statement about the 
Aboriginal Heritage Register to make it clear that this represents 
the heritage across the whole state to reflect Tasmanian 
Aboriginal people’s connection to the whole island. Section 
4.8.2.1 now states: 
 
"The Aboriginal Heritage Register lists over 13,000 sites across 

Section 4.8.2.1 now states: 
 
"The Aboriginal Heritage Register lists over 
13,000 sites across Tasmania and contains details 
of the most recent and accurate data of First 
Nations heritage places and objects which are of 
significance to the Tasmanian Aboriginal people." 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event 
ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

people’s connection to the whole 
island. 

Tasmania and contains details of the most recent and accurate 
data of First Nations heritage places and objects which are of 
significance to the Tasmanian Aboriginal people." 

408 3818, 
4638 

Objection Relevant person suggested that 
explicit reference to specific sites and 
their locations on King Island should 
be removed to protect Aboriginal 
heritage. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Reference to specific sites and their locations on King Island has 
been removed from the body of the Environment Plan as 
advised.  This information will now only be reflected in the 
sensitive information report provided to NOPSEMA to support 
their assessment.  ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken 
extensive efforts to consult with all relevant persons during the 
preparation of the Environment Plan.   

Reference to specific sites and their locations on 
King Island has been removed from the body of 
the Environment Plan, as advised, and relocated 
to the sensitive information report provided only 
to NOPSEMA to support their assessment.  

409 3818, 
4638 

Objection Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding a lack of assessment on the 
impact an oil spill could have on 
cultural heritage sites along the 
coastline.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Thank you for bringing this to our attention. We have updated 
Table 7-25 to reflect the feedback provided, and also identified 
and updated a similar omission in Table 7-38 and updated that 
section as well. 
 
Table 7-25 has been updated as follows: 
 
First Nations Heritage 
As described in Section 4.8.2, First Nations people have an 
intimate and ongoing relationship with the coastal and marine 
environment, with strong links to both tangible and intangible 
elements of the oceans. Cultural heritage sites and places 
including rock art, middens and stone quarry’s that are present 
along the coastline could also be impacted by hydrocarbons 
depending on location, spill trajectory and presence within area 
exposed to tidal inundation (Event ID: 3818, Reg16b ID: 409). The 
sensitivity of marine flora and fauna to oiling is discussed in 
detail in the tables above. 
 
First Nations cultural heritage sites and places intersecting the 
waterline may be exposed to moderate threshold hydrocarbons. 
However, given that the shorelines predicted to be exposed to 
moderate hydrocarbon threshold loading are exposed, mostly 
rocky and are subject to strong wave action assisting in natural 
degradation of hydrocarbons, no long-term or permanent 
changes are expected (Event ID: 3818).  
 
The consequence of an MDO release to coastal habitats and 
communities on cultural has been assessed as Minor (2), based 
on: 
• During consultation, relevant persons provided feedback 
regarding potential impacts to cultural heritage values and 
sensitivities (Event ID: 4145, Reg16b ID 54, 57; Event ID: 3818, 
Reg16b ID: 402-413; Event ID: 3469, Reg16b ID: 346, 347; Event 
ID: 3269, Reg16b ID: 343; Event ID: 1657, Reg16b ID: 88).  
ConocoPhillips Australia understands that First Nations people 

Tables 7-25 and 7-38 have been updated to 
reflect the feedback provided. 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event 
ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

are linked to the marine environment and may be affected by a 
change in the environment. Although no long-term or 
permanent changes to the marine environment or coastal sites 
and places are expected (Event ID: 3818, Reg16b ID: 409), it is 
considered that the visual presence of floating oil or shoreline oil 
accumulations may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level (e.g., 
rituals, song lines, animal totems). The impacts from a release of 
MDO are not predicted to affect culturally important activities 
such as mutton-birding or affect totem fauna. 
 
Controls are in place for all vessels engaged in Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program activities to reduce the risk of vessel 
collision and limit the total volume of MDO released. These 
systems are well practiced and well understood. Further, the 
implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
(CM05) will support the identification of priorities and measures 
to protect cultural heritage values and sensitivities within the 
area that may be affected by an MDO release. The likelihood is 
assessed as Remote, given the occurrence of unplanned vessel 
collision resulting in MDO release is very low. If an incident 
occurred, it would be restricted to localised coastal communities 
and unlikely to impede the recovery of coastal communities with 
Listed critical habitats.   

410 3818, 
4638 

Objection Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the Technical Report and 
the absence of an access request for 
the Aboriginal Heritage Register 
which has resulted in no 
consideration for recent (i.e. in the 
last 2-3 decades) research or 
assessment work. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania Guidelines and Standards (July 
2023) page 4: ‘The AHC plays a key role in the consultation 
process with Tasmanian Aboriginal people. For large and/or 
significant projects, proponents should consult the AHC during 
the pre-design stage’; and 'Large scale projects should be 
discussed with AHT and the AHC prior to design (p. 9)'. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not consider that the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, which represents a short-duration 
exploration activity in Commonwealth waters with no permanent 
infrastructure, represents a large or significant project.  It is 
understood that, in the event that future developments involving 
permanent infrastructure in Commonwealth waters were 
planned, which they currently are not, consultation with the AHC 
and AHT would occur in the pre-design phase. 

 

411 3818, 
4638 

Objection Relevant person suggested that the 
use of the word 'stakeholder' in the 
Technical Report is unpopular when 
referring to Tasmanian Aboriginal 
People. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

'Stakeholder' has been changed to 'Traditional Owner 
Group/Area' in the technical report.  

'Stakeholder' changed to 'Traditional Owner 
Group/Area' in the technical report. 

412 3818, 
4671 

Objection Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the insufficient level of 
detail in Chapter 2.6.6 (Palawa - 
Tasmania) of the Technical Report in 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is required to ensure that the detail and 
rigour applied to the impact and risk assessments are 
commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and risks arising 
from the activity. Given that the operational areas are, at the 

Additional information included in the technical 
report. 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event 
ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

comparison to that of the Victorian 
RAPs. 

closest point, 17 km from Victorian islands and 19 km from the 
Victorian coastline, compared to 28 km from King Island 
Tasmania and over 100 km from mainland Tasmania, and that the 
only potential interaction with the Tasmanian mainland  and 
offshore islands would occur in the extremely unlikely event of a 
loss of well control, ConocoPhillips Australia considers it is 
appropriate that additional detail and rigour is applied to the 
Victorian assessment. That said, we have considered the 
feedback provided, and recognize the significance and 
uniqueness of Tasmania's Aboriginal heritage and have 
consequently requested the consultant to provide additional 
detail as included in the updated technical report that will be 
appended to the Environment Plan. 

413 3818, 
4638 

Objection Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the a mpa within the 
technical report that inferred all 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people are a 
collective singular group which is 
misleading and incorrect. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

There are no references within the AHT Guidelines and standards 
on how AHT would prefer the whole state to be referred to. 
While it is agreed that the term RAP used in the mapping is 
incorrect in the case of Tasmania, there is no document within 
the AHT website or the Guidelines and Standards as to how the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal People would prefer to be known as in 
these larger mapping projects. Resources could be found in 
regard to duel naming places 
(https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/Aboriginal%20Place%20Nam
es%20Map.pdf); however, more specific data could not be found. 

Nil 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4141 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Notification to organisation. 
 
• Informed that COP had commenced preparation of an Environment Plan to undertake an exploration drilling program in Commonwealth waters in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
• Outlined key points in covering letter, namely- exploration is for gas; NOPSEMA is the regulator; consultation will occur with relevant persons and communities; COP will 
be in touch to discuss FIAs. 
• Attached information sheets were: 
o COP Overview FEB 23 which provided maps and outlined the proposed activities; the regulatory framework; potential impacts; company information; approaches to 
consultation and a Q&A section. 
o COP Consultation FEB 23 which provided information on the approach to consultation; definition of Relevant Persons; outline of FIAs; a map of planned activities; and a 
Q&A section.  
Provided contact details for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1476 15/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING CALL: To organization's representative. No answer. Left message. 

38 16/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

INCOMING CALL: Missed Call. Message left. 

1499 16/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

INCOMING CALL: From individual. Call was missed. 
. Individual left a message to request a call-back. 

1502 16/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING CALL: To individual who indicated they had not previously received a notification. 
 
Team: 
• Resent notification which was then received. 
 
Individual: 
• Confirmed that the email would be sent to the Aboriginal Lands Council to confirm the appropriate group had received it.  

4142 16/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual resending original email regarding commencement of preparation for EP after telephone request. 
39 16/02/2023 Telephone 

call 
OUTGOING CALL: To Organisation's representative. No answer. Unable to leave a message. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3438 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who unsubscribed from mailing list using link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3422 14/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person regarding EP chapters. 
 
• Advised receipt of notification about the draft EP chapters online and request for feedback. 
• Indicated they couldn’t access or open the documents. 
• Requested access. 

3437 19/09/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual to discuss the consultation process. 
• No answer. Left a voice message with contact details.  

3800 25/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who noted: 
- Acknowledged that the link to EP chapters was now working. 

3803 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person noting: 
- Team offered a briefing about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
- Noted the briefing would include an overview of the environmental impact and risk assessments and the Cultural Heritage assessment approach.  

3818 26/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  From relevant person who provided comments on the Draft EP Chapters. 
 
Key Points of Discussion/Information: 
• Provided advice on date and locality references. 
• Requested references be explicit on potential impacts to cultural heritage sites. 
• Advised on sources for further assessments.  

4638 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to their objections and claims. Formal written response attached. 
4671 14/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to their objections and claims. Formal written response attached. 
4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 
 



Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) – ORG ID 35 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips 

activity. 
 Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, specifically Department of Energy Environment and 
Climate Action (DEECA) Administers the Marine and Coastal Act 2018, which manages planning and management of the marine and coastal environment in Victorian waters, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

 
The Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) advised that they did not wish to be actively consulted regarding the project but would like to keep receiving project updates (Event ID 1709). 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates as shown in the Record of Consultation table.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s continued engagement with the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) resulted in meaningful outcomes from multiple feedback(s), with measures included to 
address feedback(s) on the adverse impacts and risks related to the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action’s (DEECA) functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the 
feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection Program; CM06: MODU Mooring Plan; CM08: Fauna Management Plan; EP Sections 4.8-4.9 
and 6.3; and additional information to clarify the uncertainty in the Australasian Underwater Cultural Heritage Database.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action’s (DEECA) preferred method of consultation. The 
Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event IDs: 1242, 1247, 1248). The Department of Energy Environment and Climate 
Action (DEECA) advised that they did not wish to be actively consulted regarding the project but would like to keep receiving project updates (Event ID 1709). ConocoPhillips Australia and the Department of 
Energy Environment and Climate Action’s (DEECA) met four times in-person and virtually from November 2022 to September 2023 (Event IDs 4859, 3772, 1818, 3362). ConocoPhillips Australia provided the 
Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs 1158, 1157, 1205, 1414, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 
5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia shared aerial survey result(s) with the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) including whale photos, track and sightings (Event 
IDs: 1718, 647, 700).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion and concern, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4272). Information from Event ID 3362 and 
3888 was requested to be treated as sensitive (Event IDs: 3359, 3888) and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information Report (SIR). 
   
Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan of 09 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to 
provide regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485; 6288) and continued conversations relating to functions, interests and activities via email(s) (Event IDs: 6195, 
6198). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 1414, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 



 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 973, 1157, 1158, 1205, 1414). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs 1414, 1637). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to the Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Results from aerial survey(s) including whale photos, track and sightings (Event IDs: 647, 700, 771, 1154, 1718, 4610, 1019). 
 Otway Basin 3D Multi-client Marine Seismic Survey (Event ID 4610). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 6 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 15 November 2022 (Event ID 2936) and an initial update about the activity on 03 
February 2023 (Event ID 734), 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed 
above to Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) between 03 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 155 days). 
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s):  
 Response to objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID 4229), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) to make an informed assessment of 
the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan 
and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) raised 10 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
  



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1093 3362 Relevant person reported that Eastern Maar and Gunditj Mirring Peoples have been 
overwhelmed and stressed by offshore proponents for the past 12-18 months, struggling to 
engage with and understand the cumulative impacts due to limited capacity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged the feedback and discussed fee-for-
service arrangements. Also described work planned and already undertaken 
on Country and in community, including joint consultation sessions where 
appropriate (Event ID: 3362, Document ID: 3833) 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1370 3362 Relevant person recommended hiring someone with extensive 
experience working with TO communities. They also advised against 
certain actions, such as referring to publicly available data and 
avoiding the perception of outsiders dictating their culture, as these 
could potentially cause conflict. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia took information under advisement in regard to their 
presentation style to First Nation representatives. 

1298 1818 Relevant person discussed the role of DOT in coordinating reviews and 
providing feedback by engaging with SMEs at various departments. 
They also mentioned that a draft copy of the OPEP is usually provided 
to DOT for review and coordination of comments and responses. 

In a meeting with the Department of Transport (DOT), ConocoPhillips Australia (29/11/2022; Event 
ID 1818) confirmed the facilitation role DOT will play in consultation with industry by coordinating 
reviews and providing feedback by engaging with SMEs at DOT, DJPR, VFA, EPA and DELWP. The 
advice was that generally a draft copy of the OPEP is provided to DOT who then facilitate an SME 
review and coordinate comments and responses. The information was used in planning the 
approach taken to consultation with other state government departments around oil spill 
response, as it is the role of DPT to do this and provide us with coordinated feedback. 

1297 1818 Relevant person confirmed that the most recent plan is the State 
Maritime Emergencies Subplan Rev2. They also suggested that data.vic 
could provide a good spatial data library, with MIGS (Marine Incident 
Geospatial Support) being the toolkit. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to review the GIS spatial data available form CoastKit 
(primarily for the development of the OPEP and shoreline plan) and data.Vic and utilised this 
where relevant, in addition to data from commonwealth sources. 

1296 1818 Relevant person advised that the data regarding Oil Spill Response 
Atlas is now within CoastKit. ConocoPhillips Australia was referred to 
CoastKit for values and sensitive data, and to data.vic for other spatial 
data. It was shared that a large amount of environmental data 
previously managed by DOT has been relinquished back to DELWP 
and included in CoastKit, which continues to be updated and 
improved. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to review the GIS spatial data available form CoastKit 
(primarily for the development of the OPEP and shoreline plan) and data. Vic and utilised this 
where relevant, in addition to data from commonwealth sources. 

1295 1818 Relevant person stated that DOT will facilitate consultation between 
ConocoPhillips Australia and various departments, and provide 
combined feedback on their OPEP. 

In a meeting with the Department of Transport (DOT), ConocoPhillips Australia (29/11/2022; Event 
ID 1818) received information that DOT would coordinate consultation between DOT, DJPR, 
DELWP (wildlife emergencies), VFA and EPA to provide combined feedback on the OPEP. The 
information informed planning for the development of the EP. 

1294 1818 Relevant person stated that there is an existing consultation guideline 
for ConocoPhillips Australia to follow. 

In a meeting with the Department of Transport, ConocoPhillips Australia (29/11/2022; Event ID 
1818), we were advised we would provided with an existing consultation guideline by Department 
of Transport. 

 
  



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

273 3242, 
4229 

Claim Relevant person stated that the 
information provided regarding the 
positions of shipwrecks stated in the 
EP are inaccurate and not the known 
position of a shipwreck but the 
centrepoint of an area that the 
unfound shipwreck may be located 
based off historic records.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to revise the information provided in 
draft Environment Plan (EP) chapter 4, namely section '4.8.1 Maritime 
Archaeological Heritage' to address the feedback provided. We now attach the 
revised text and request confirmation that the proposed changes address your 
objection.  

Additional information to clarify the 
uncertainty in the Australasian 
Underwater Cultural Heritage 
Database: 
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/parks-
heritage/heritage/underwater-
heritage/auchd 

274 3242, 
4229 

Objection "Relevant person stated that the risk 
assessment on marine heritage is 
much higher than assessed and there 
is no control measure in place to 
ensure the project does not impact 
maritime heritage. 
Relevant person suggested that 
survey data should be reviewed by an 
experienced maritime archaeologist 
and may need to include multiple 
survey techniques to determine 
appropriate mitigation measures." 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included control measure 'CM05: Cultural 
Heritage Protection Process' in the draft Environment Plan (EP), section 6.3 
Seabed Disturbance (see Table 6-9 for control measures in the attached 
document).  
 
This control measure requires that:  
"Data from seabed surveys* will be provided to an appropriately qualified 
underwater archaeologist to identify cultural heritage values and sensitivities 
and inform protection priorities and measures; and 
An Underwater Cultural Heritage Management Procedure (UCHMP) will be 
developed in consultation with an underwater archaeologist and First Nations 
groups, organisation and individuals with Sea Country within or adjacent to 
the operational areas, to minimise impacts to cultural values and sensitivities." 
 
*Noting that seabed surveys will involve the use of multiple geophysical survey 
techniques including MBES, side-scan sonar, sub-bottom profiling and 
magnetometry as described in the Description of the Activity (draft EP chapter 
2). 
 
Further, The Implementation Strategy for the EP (draft EP chapter 10, Table 10-
8) includes provisions for reporting the identification of any historic shipwreck, 
aircraft, UXO or other cultural relics within 7 days using the online shipwrecks 
notification form: 
https://environment.gov.au/shipwreck/public/forms/notification.do?mode=add 
 
We request confirmation that this approach addresses your concerns 
regarding the EP not adequately de-risk the project from illegal impact to 
maritime heritage.  

CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection 
Process 

1022 1709 Claim Relevant person pointed out that the 
assessment of potential impacts and 
risks does not seem to include 
considerations for the Orange-bellied 
Parrot (Neophema chrysogaster). 

 
Based on these assessments, and in accordance with the control measures set 
out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so 
that the potential impacts and risks are mitigated to acceptable levels that are 
as low as reasonably practicable, in accordance with all environmental 
regulatory requirements. 

N/A 

1068 2818 Objection Relevant person suggested the 
engagement of a maritime 
archaeologist and other specialists to 
assess and manage the potential 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a Maritime Archaeologist to review the 
information provided in the EP (now EP Section 4.9, see EP Appendix O) and 
updated this section in response to their feedback. ConocoPhillips Australia 

Updated information provided in EP 
Section 4.8 and 4.9 and carried 
through to EP Section 6.3 regarding 
seabed disturbance. 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

impact of the proposed drilling on 
underwater cultural heritage. 

has also contracted Extent Heritage to work with geologists to develop the 
information included in EP Section 4.8 on underwater cultural heritage. 

1076 2937 Claim Relevant person noted that there are 
elements beyond oil spill response 
that need to be considered, including 
cetacean entanglement, stranding, 
and vessel strike. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to meet with relevant person to discuss 
their claim (Event IDs: 2941, 2939, 1478, 973) and did not hear back. 
ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates and information 
and undertook to assess impacts and risks to cetaceans as described in EP 
Sections 6.6 and 6.7 (Underwater Sound), 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) 
and 7.6 and 7.7 for accidental releases of hydrocarbons, namely Tables 7-22 
and 7-35. 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 

1088 3362 Claim Relevant person warned about 
potential inaccuracies in the 
Australasian Underwater Cultural 
Heritage Database (AUCHD). They 
noted that the listed positions often 
represent a general area rather than 
the exact location of shipwrecks, that 
some shipwrecks have not been 
found, and that the positional data 
for located shipwrecks could be 
significantly off. They also mentioned 
that shipwrecks could be located 
anywhere within operational areas. 

 
EP Section 4.9 states 'During consultation it was identified that, although no 
wrecks are identified within the operational areas (Figure 4 118), it is considered 
possible that unidentified shipwrecks may be present. A desktop maritime 
heritage assessment commissioned by ConocoPhillips Australia supported this 
statement and was able to identify one potential shipwreck that has a known 
presence in the vicinity of the study area - The SS Seljie (1929) - has several 
coordinates listed for its location, the closest of which is 6 km east of the 
VICP/79 operational area (Mitchell, 2023). It is also understood through 
consultation that many of the positions provided in the database, including 
those near the operational areas, are not the known position of a shipwreck 
but are actually the centre point of an area that an unfound shipwreck may be 
located based off historic records of loss, and the further offshore typically the 
larger the area of loss may be, meaning that there may be many shipwrecks, 
and other artefacts, located within the operational area (Org ID: 35, 
Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action, Event ID: 3242, FB ID: 
273, 274; Event ID: 3362, FB ID: 1088). This statement was supported by the 
desktop maritime heritage assessment which states that the accuracy of the 
information detailing wreck locations, and the coordinates assigned to specific 
wrecks in heritage databases, varies from case to case (see Appendix O). 
Further, it is important to note that an additional unknown number of 
shipwrecks may occur within the operational areas (Mitchell 2023). These could 
be vessels not accounted for in the local historical sources, vessels not listed 
on the insurance registers, or small coastal craft. 

CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program 

1089 3362 Claim Relevant person suggested that the 
further offshore the activities are, the 
more crucial it is to employ a 
maritime archaeologist, as only a 
fraction of underwater objects 
resemble shipwrecks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a Maritime Aracheologist to review the 
information provided in the EP (now EP Section 4.9, see EP Appendix O) and 
updated this section in response to their feedback. In addition, data collected 
during the seabed surveys will be provided to an appropriately qualified 
maritime archaeologist and underwater cultural heritage specialist to identify 
cultural heritage values and sensitivities and inform protection priorities, 
measures and reporting as per Environmental Performance Standard (EPS) 5.2 
and the data will be taken into consideration in the mooring plan for the 
MODU as per EPS 6.3. 

CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program; CM06: MODU Mooring 
Plan 

1090 3362 Claim Relevant person noted that the 
database does not yet include most 
aircraft wrecks, and the assumption 
should be that potential wrecks could 
be located anywhere. 

 
EP Section 4.9.1 states that the closest identified sunken aircraft to the 
operational areas is a Twin Engine located near Lady Julia Percy Island, Victoria; 
however limited data is available on the history of the event (DCCEEW 2023) 
and it is considered possible that other aircraft may be present (Org ID: 35, 
Department of Energy Environment and Climate Action, Event ID: 3362, FB ID: 
1090).  

CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1091 3362 Claim Relevant person emphasized the 
need to understand the relationship 
between existing and submerged 
landforms to avoid drilling in sensitive 
areas, such as offshore landforms 
near Portland, which could cause 
significant public outcry. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia has contracted Extent Heritage to work with 
geologists to develop the information included in EP Section 4.8 on 
underwater cultural heritage, including information on landforms. 

Updated information provided in EP 
Section 4.8 and carried through to 
EP Section 6.3 regarding seabed 
disturbance. 

1092 3362 Claim Relevant person emphasized that Sea 
Country is about the connection of 
Traditional Owners to marine species, 
not just the submerged landscape or 
intangible values. They stressed the 
importance of considering First 
Nations perspectives on impacts such 
as noise to totem species. An 
example was given of Eastern Maar 
recruiting a marine specialist to work 
with proponents on impacts to totem 
species. 

 
Information on totemic species is provided in EP Section 4.8 and impact 
assessments consider impacts to First Nations values and sensitivities e.g. EP 
Section 6.6.7.4. No changes were made to the EP in response to this claim. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a Fauna Management Plan to mitigate 
impacts to marine fauna (CM08). 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4580 3/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
 .   Details of next marine survey with attached flight plan. 
Attached whale photos and track sightings. 
.    Travel itinerary. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Request for meeting. 
.   Request for contacts for advice. 

2934 9/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team providing availability for in-person meeting. 
2935 15/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Email from individual to COP team responding to meeting invite 09/11/22. 

  
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Thanked for invitation.   
.   Requested information on proposed agenda. 



.   Queried who would be best to include. 

.   Suggested dates. 
2936 15/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP responding to request for suggested agenda (15/11/22). 

 
Key Discussion Points: 
.    Overview of COP's proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and approvals process. 
 .   Overview of COP's emergency response planning activities (including oil spill response, etc). 
 .   Discussion around key values and sensitivities, and regional conservation and research priorities. 
 .    Next steps. 
 
Noted: Other invitations extended. 

2937 15/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team responding to interchange re meeting agenda (15/11/22). 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.    Elements cross-over the suggested agenda topics: away from oil spill response to include cetacean entanglement, stranding and vessel strike. 
.    Individual will respond later. 
.    Queried available meeting time. 

2941 17/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to all regarding upcoming meeting. 
 
Summary of Information Provided:  
• Request to share invitation to the meeting with other team members. 
• A draft agenda for the meeting. 

4579 17/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals, from COP reporting on whale survey (17/11/22).  
 
Summary of Information Attached: 
.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Conditions fair to good. 
.   A quiet day, but whales, krill and dolphins were noted. 
.   Bird sightings were less abundant than usual. 
 
Key Actions: 
Survey program will extend into following year. 

2939 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team seeking to finalise meeting time. 
93 24/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  To individual from COP team. 

 
. COP team member responded to incoming email earlier the same day where individual apologised at being unable to meet at that time. 

5343 24/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  From individual who apologised for being unable to attend a meeting as they would be on leave.   
97 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 

.   Informing COP of extended leave and transfer to a different organisation. 
94 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 



 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4859 28/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual, responding to earlier meeting - 28/11/22. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.     Thanked COP for meeting. 
.     Provided contact details for peers within organisation. 
.   Requested a copy of the minutes. 

3772 28/11/2022 Meeting - In-
person 

OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with attached meeting notes (28/11/22). A wide-ranging meeting with detailed meeting notes. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The organisations present exchanged information on their programs with COP outlining the drilling exploration, engagement and preparation of the EP.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Opportunities for collaboration, particularly on research – two-way data sharing. 
• Aerial surveys; impact and risk assessment; mitigation, monitoring and controls; noise; standard timeframes. 
• BIAs; multiple key species; behavioural disturbances; drawing on citizen science. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Organisation nominated contact names for specialist advice.  
• COP to follow up to access needed expertise and to investigate funding opportunities for data collection and sharing. 
• COP to draft minutes and circulate. 

1818 29/11/2022 Meeting - In-
person 

MEETING IN PERSON – With representatives of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
Overviews of: 
.   COP Australian operations; engagement approach; EP preparation. 
• Titles and past activities in offshore Otway and planned project.  
• Seabed survey approaches; modelling and maps. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• NOPSEMA EP Approval Processes; Relevant Person criteria. 
• Values, sensitivities and regional conservation priorities. 
• Crisis and Incident Management Plan and monitoring options. 
• Information and data sharing; collaboration opportunities. 
• Wide range of technical issues. 
 
Key Actions: 



• COP to provide link to NOPSEMA Oil Spill modelling.  
• Enquire as to sharing of Tactical Response Plans. 

4860 30/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals from COP team following meeting on 28/11/22. Attached meeting notes for review. 
 
Summary of Information Provided (at meeting): 
• The organisations present exchanged information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Opportunities for collaboration. 
• Aerial surveys; impact and risk assessment; mitigation, monitoring and controls; noise; standard timeframes. 
• BIAs; multiple key species; behavioural disturbances; drawing on citizen science. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Extend network of advice and research. 

4420 30/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team following meeting on 28/11/22. 
 
Key Points. 
.   Noted receipt of meeting notes; offered minor editorial changes; and enquired about the process of sharing meeting notes.  
.   It had been a wide-ranging meeting with detailed meeting notes. 
 
Summary of Information Provided (at meeting): 
• The organisations present exchanged information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Opportunities for collaboration. 
• Aerial surveys; impact and risk assessment; mitigation, monitoring and controls; noise; standard timeframes. 
• BIAs; multiple key species; behavioural disturbances; drawing on citizen science. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Extend network of advice and research. 

4419 30/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual replying to email sent by COP team on 30/11/22. 
 
Discussion Points: 
.  Thanked for clarification of the process for sharing meeting notes. 

4614 2/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding Vic/P79 and T/49P Flight on 2/12/2022. 
 
Summary of Information provided: 
• Details of marine mammal survey on 2/12/22. 

1603 2/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with attached meeting notes (28/11/22). A wide-ranging meeting with detailed meeting notes. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The organisations present exchanged information on their programs with COP outlining the drilling exploration, engagement and preparation of the EP.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Opportunities for collaboration, particularly on research – two-way data sharing. 
• Aerial surveys; impact and risk assessment; mitigation, monitoring and controls; noise; standard timeframes. 
• BIAs; multiple key species; behavioural disturbances; drawing on citizen science. 
 
Key Actions: 



• Organisation nominated contact names for specialist advice.  
• COP to follow up to access needed expertise and to investigate funding opportunities for data collection and sharing. 
• COP to draft minutes and circulate. 

1604 2/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to email sent by COP team on 02/12/22. 
 
-Confirmed the previously accepted meeting notes 

4850 2/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.    Individual expressed appreciation for survey data on whales that had been forwarded on 2/12/22. 
.   Individual recognized value of previous correspondence and data provided. 

4853 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual from COP team following enquiry about policy toward funding of relevant charitable contributions. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
-COP team member advised that current policy does not support the type of contribution outlined. 
-COP team member confirmed team is looking into options. 
-COP team member explained that decision making on such matters is undertaken with diligence. 

1624 8/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals regarding preliminary findings relating to cetacean reports and surveys.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Attached – Cetacean Surveillance Program – Preliminary Findings Report - 2022.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Noted intent to continue this program through April 2023. 
• Confirmed COP will issue a peer reviewed final report.  
• Photos available. 
• Requested access to a range of existing data.  

4867 9/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team. 
 
.   COP team member responded to enquiry from individual on 09/12/22 asking if another organisation had responded to an enquiry.  
.   COP team member confirmed they would follow up with organisation.  

4564 9/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. 
 
.    Individual acknowledged receipt of Preliminary Report for Cetacean Surveys and Data Request. 
.    Individual inquired if COP had received a response from an academic institution.  

4565 12/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team responding to email of 12/12/22. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Provided advice that previously-considered option for funding activity was outside policy for the organisation under consideration. 
.   Queried alternative strategy options. 

4868 16/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team. 
 
.   COP team member noted receipt on 16/12/22 of data as requested, expressed gratitude, and recognised its value. 

4424 16/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual following request by COP for historic data on 8/12/22. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Preliminary 2022 data with request to maintain confidentiality as not yet photo-verified.  



• Preliminary Cow/Calf Pairs Summary - details cannot be confirmed prior to matching. 
• Historic Summary: 1981 to 2022 for Southern Right Whale sightings. 
• 2022 Beachcasts: Not yet available. 
• Provided status of other requested data sets and suggested best way to access publicly available data sets. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Thanked team for sharing survey reports. 
• Explained data management system and suggested process for sharing of COP data. 
• Noted some known whale cow/calf pairs and their recent movements and suggested accessing monthly publication Whale News as a source of information. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Subscribe to Whale News. 

1680 5/01/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to both. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
.   Whale photos and sighting track. 
.  Survey took place in good conditions. 
.   Noted sightings of large cetaceans, krill and dolphins. 

4395 25/01/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant persons regarding completion of the January survey. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team advised the completion of the January survey. 
• Stated that COP are required to submit all cetacean sightings made within the boundaries of the marine parks to the appropriate database. 
• Provided link to all sightings data for 2022. 
• Stated that they are chasing up information on permissions for 2021 and will revert as soon as possible. 
 
Attached: 
• Whale photos. 
• Track sightings. 

4449 25/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to whale survey data from January 
survey. 

734 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1285 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

4855 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 



relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1718 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to both. 
 
Summary of Information Provided:  
.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.  Reported on results from the flight including number of whales sighted and krill distribution. 
.   Noted lower seabird and dolphin activity. 
.   Requested phone call. 

4560 8/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 
 
Key Points 
• Local photographers reported requests to sign forms granting permission to use photos. 
• Indicated projects confusion between Southern Right Whale, ORCA and Humpback images and which images people were being asked to grant permission for. 
• Photographers concerned some images had been taken from Facebook pages. 
• Individual confirmed that all needed data was available for Citizen Science project. 
 
Action 
• Resolve the issue. 

4584 14/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual 
 
Key Discussion Points 
 
Individual: 
• Confirmed conversation with photographers whose images taken without consent. 
• Explained photographers welcomed COP actions, wanted all images removed, asked if money had been paid for the photos, and requested name of person who had 
provided the images.  
• Suggested other images in Citizen Science folder be checked. 
 
Actions 
• Ensure disputed images are removed. 
• Check provenance of all images in the Citizen Science folder. 

1478 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING PHONE CALL - To individual. 
 
Individual unavailable. Message left. 

1477 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. 
 
Individual unavailable. 

1479 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING PHONE CALL - No answer. 
4610 17/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant person. COP team followed up on aerial survey completed on 16/2/23. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 
 



Key Discussion Points: 
.   Stated survey was successful. 
.   Reported sightings, noting that krill distribution was patchy, and dolphin and seabird sightings were similar to previous surveys. 

6281 17/02/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 35 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 4232): Original sender was not ID 35. Incoming email was sent by 
another relevant person (ORG ID 14) who noted: 
- Otway Basin 3D Multi-client Marine Seismic Survey – covering topics such as proposed activity; survey areas; environmental performance; consultation and FAQs. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
- Commented on consistent sighting of Blue Whales. 
- Explained receipt of attached summary of proposed seismic surveys. 
- Noted the areas appeared to overlay COP’s.  
- Queried COP status as client of surveys and whether COP aerial surveys will be provided to help inform the other company’s EP.aerial surveys will be provided to help 
inform the other company’s EP. 

4561 17/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team.  
 
. COP team member thanked the individual for information 
. COP team member confirmed that photos and references to the photos had been deleted from COP system and live database. 

4231 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to both entities, following enquiry re seismic surveys 17/2/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   COP is not involved in the seismic surveys other than as RP for consultation. 
.   Suggested company may be unaware of marine mammal surveys. 
 
Key Actions: 
.  Individual to pass on COP contacts to enable an MOU for data sharing on aerial surveys. 

4233 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COP team member and another relevant individual as information was relevant to both. Following up on email regarding seismic surveys send 
from COP on 20/02/2023.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.  Thanked COP team for the response and offered to develop MOU to share data. 
. Noted organisation will provide comments to seismic EP. 
 
Key Actions: 
.   Will recommend company contacts COP regarding mammal surveys. 

74 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team. 
 
• COP team contacted individual to ensure that email sent on 3/2/23 Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program had been received. 
• COP team member enquired as to whether the program was relevant to the organisation.  
• COP team member offered meeting with project team and provided contact information for the COP team. 

647 16/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals from COP team. 
 
• Reported latest COP survey of whale sightings - 14/3/23. 
• Attached photographic files and tracking information. 

700 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals from COP team. 
 
• Reported latest COP survey of whale sightings – 26/03/2023. 
• Attached photographic files and tracking information. 
• Noted that further surveys would be done in April. 



771 4/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals re whale data.  
 
• Reported latest COP survey of whale sightings - 03/04/2023. 
• Attached photographic files and tracking information. 

973 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual from COP team. 
 
. Attached information about Community Information Sessions for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program. 

1801 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4562 20/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to inability to attend meeting. 

 
.    Acknowledged information regarding travel and inability to attend. 

1019 25/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals from COP team.  
 
• Reported latest COP survey of whale sightings – 23/4/23. 
• Attached photographic files and tracking information. 
• Stated that surveys would continue for at least one more month. 

1154 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals from COP team. 
 
• Reported latest COP survey of whale sightings – 10/5/23. 
• Attached photographic files and tracking information. 
• Stated that data was being shared under MOUs with TGS and The Blue Whale Study. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 



to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1242 22/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual.  
Team:  
. Provided information on the project. 
 
Individual: 
. Stated preference to receive information but nominated  
 best contacts for consultation. 



1247 22/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual to COP team. 
 
.   Provided specialist and organisational contacts to COP for engagement.  

1248 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual responding to contact details provided 22/5/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Confirmed consultation approach as discussed. 
.    Committed to ongoing information exchange with organisation but will use formal process for the contacts. 

1249 22/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To Individual. 
.    No answer.  
.    Left Message.  

1250 22/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING PHONE CALL: To individual to establish contact with organisation. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Called to establish contact with organisation. 
.   Provided a brief overview and committed to send project information.  
.  Individual stated he wasn't the best contact but would refer the call and information on. 

1571 5/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to two relevant individuals as information was relevant to both, regarding a report on an aerial survey taken on 02/06/2023.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
.   Whale photos, track and sightings. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Noted suitable weather window found. 
.   Sightings did not include Blue Whales. 
.   Krill distribution - reduced and patchy. 
.   Seabird and dolphin activity - moderate 
.   Program report is underway and will be shared.  
.   Extended good wishes for next season's planning. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1709 15/06/2023 Email Incoming Email: From individual responding to Project Update sent 8/6/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Project Update June 23 provided key information; informed people how to engage; gave an activity overview and described the process for developing the EP; 
addressed known issues; linked to survey and provided project contacts. 
 
Key Discussion Points noted by individual: 
• Thanked for consultation up to date. 
• Explained organisation’s new structure and relevant policies. 
• Outlined policy interests. 
• Listed functions, interests, activities and locations of relevance to the project. 
• Confirmed organisation is not a Relevant Person, does not need to be consulted, but would appreciate ongoing exchange of information. 
• Suggested a bird species that may need to be included. 

4563 26/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Reported on recent coastal surveys by the organisation. 
• Outlined routes and conditions. 
• Reported on sightings and next flights. 
 
COP team member responded. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3283 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  To individuals from COP team with link to Sharefile for report. 
4272 9/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual establishing consultation process. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Introductory letter/Notice. 
• NOPSEMA – Consultation on Offshore Petroleum Environment Plans – Information for Community. 
• COP Project Overview – FEB 23. 
• COP Project Update June 23. 
• Other Marine Users May 23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 



• Invited to arrange a meeting. 
• Explained consultation with RPs within development of EP.  
• Defined RPs. 
• Noted records are provided to NOPSEMA and will be published unless otherwise advised. 

2818 9/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual that has also CC’d other relevant persons (ORG ID 75) with thanks for shared information. Email noted:  
- Heritage Victoria roles and functions stated. 
- Proposed drilling risks highlighted. 
- Advised to engage a qualified maritime archaeologist along with any other required specialists to undertake impact assessment and management plan for underwater 
cultural heritage. This should be included in EP. 
- Individual welcomed a meeting to discuss further. 
- Other relevant parties were copied into email thread. 

4854 10/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. 
 
Key Discussion Points, 
.   Acknowledged receipt of previous email (8/8/23) containing links to cetacean surveillance program report. 
.    Reported delays due to staffing and weather in their own planned surveys. 
.   Outlined next steps. 

3281 10/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team. 
  
.   Wished individual well for second flight for whale observations. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3280 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual to COP team. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
 
.    Reported on aerial survey without whale sightings. 
.    Indicated it had been a quiet season. 
.    Noted another flight planned.  
.    Requested hold-over of funding for flights till new season. 



.   Sought requirements in terms of reporting. 

.    Asked for renewed link to report previously provided. 
3053 24/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team responding to notes on aerial surveillance (24/8/23). 

 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Provided link again to previous report. 
.   Thanked for update and commented on photos. 
.   Agreed nil sighting is still good data. 
.   Agreed interim decision on flights was appropriate unless more sightings. 
.    Will consider best report format. 

3083 28/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. 
.   No answer.  
 
Key Actions: 
.   Message left to arrange joint briefing about cultural underwater heritage management.  

3179 30/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual following voicemail. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Confirmed will attend scheduled meeting. 
.   Confirmed expectation that agenda would cover COP briefing and conversation about assessment of submerged cultural heritage. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3362 4/09/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING: Virtual meeting with relevant organisations on 04/09/2023.  
Summary of Information Provided: 
• High level overview of COP and the Otway Exploration Drilling EP. 
• Current activities and potential impacts as understood. 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Existing consultation and preferred method of consultation.   
• Discussion on environmental and cultural values and technical questions on impact assessment findings. 
• Submerged Aboriginal Heritage Sites and Underwater Heritage Management.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia’s Fee for Service structure. 
• The importance of cultural heritage, collaboration with First Nations groups and participation in culturally appropriate First Nations consultation. 
Key Actions: 



• Ongoing consultation with relevant organisations and commitment to continue to provide project updates. 
• Individual from relevant organisation offered to look over the scope of work for underwater archaeology company COP planned on engaging. 
• COP team confirmed they would send organisations the meeting notes for review and approval and a copy of the PowerPoint slides for their records. 

3242 6/09/2023 Social PinPoint - 
Feedback on Draft 
EP 

SOCIAL PINPOINT: From individual. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Noted that consultation timing prevented earlier feedback. 
• Suggested that the Maritime Heritage Assessment Report relied on conflicting interpretation of some data, confusing shipwreck locations with estimated centre points 
for locations of unfound wrecks. 
• Suggested may be multiple wrecks in the operational area with consequent risk of impacting a shipwreck or other underwater maritime heritage. 
• Suggested that the EP would be improved through further investigation.  
• Suggested extended survey methods. 

4596 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant persons, following a meeting on 4 September 2023 about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Team member: 
- Provided draft meeting notes for review. 
- Requested confirmation that the notes are an accurate record of the meeting. Individual can amend them as required. 
- Encouraged individual to contact them if queries or more information needed. 
- Asked if the meeting notes should be considered “sensitive information”.  
Documents attached: 
- Draft meeting note 
- PDF copy of presentation slides 

3285 8/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
6241 11/09/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 35 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 3359): Original sender was not ORG ID 35. Incoming email was sent 

by another relevant person (ORG ID 722) who noted: 
- Provided a review of meeting notes with edits. 
- Requested that the notes are marked as sensitive information. 
- Informed COP team member that another individual from a different organisation will provide their review separately. 

3360 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COPA team (Email Carbon Copied ORG ID 722). Individual noted: 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.  Confirmed that edited version of notes of joint meeting provided an accurate reflection of the discussion. 

4298 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to inform COP the meeting notes are agreed to with previous edits requested by another attendee. 
6276 28/09/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 35 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 3888): Original sender was not ORG ID 35. Incoming email was sent 

by another relevant person (ORG ID 722) who advised: 
- Prepared a very high-level review of the draft EP. 
- Reason for high-level review is the plan is lacking content related to how COP intends to consider and manage submerged Aboriginal landscapes. 
- Recommend continued engagement with named relevant persons. 
Attached:  
- Response to Environmental Report. 
Requested the feedback be treated as sensitive and not publicly available. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4004 9/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to update on coastal flights (9/10/23). 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
.  Attached coastal image. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Agreed assessment of the season. 
.   Confirmed the suggested forward plan. 
.   Queried possible reasons for low number of sightings. 

4229 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections and claims. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Personalised letter. 
• Otway-Drilling EP Rev A - amendments to section 4.8.1 (2). 
• 6.3 Seabed Disturbance - Draft for Consultation. 
• 10. Implementation Strategy - Draft for Consultation 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Confirmed that the letter was a response to objections and claims made during consultation. 
• Outlined COP responses to issues of risk assessment of maritime heritage and approaches to data interpretation. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4654 8/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with formal letter attached addressing objections and claims. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   COP responded to information about updated protocols for designation of Biologically Important Areas and informed individual of revisions to Draft EP. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5140 27/02/2024 Contract 
Management 

OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual re Cetacean Surveillance Program. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.    Requested reporting outputs from last year's survey. 
.   Enquired as to progress of planning for the 2024 season. 
.   Shared that team has been busy preparing the draft EP. 
.   Informed also developing a Fauna Management Plan. 
 
Key Actions: 
.  Convene meeting to review FMP when current review is finished. 

5141 29/02/2024 Contract 
Management 

INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to request for information 27/2/24. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Reported no firm plans for the 2024 season as funding not confirmed.  
.   Indicated will still do the 2 statewide coastal surveys not completed last year due to lack of whales.  
.    Intended to do drone flights (at nursery grounds) not done in 2023 due to lack of whales. 
.   Explained that organisation is currently developing a fact sheet setting out 2023 achievement. 
 



Key Actions: 
.   Organisation to share Fact Sheet when finalised. 

5142 29/02/2024 Contract 
Management 

OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual replying to previous correspondence (29/2/24). 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Thanked for the update. 
.    Indicated that the Fact Sheet would meet COP needs. 
.    Expressed hope that funding would be confirmed. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6195 23/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL; To individual 
 
Key Points 
* ConocoPhillips Australia enquired about 2024Southern Right Whale survey flights. 

6198 24/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
 
 Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Key Points 
 
* Communicated ConocoPhillips Australia’s (CPA) proposed exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth 
waters.  
* CPA is continuing to plan and prepare for exploration activities with the aim of identifying commercially viable natural gas reserves. 
* CPA must demonstrate to NOPSEMA how the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program meets the objectives of Australia’s robust environment regulations. This 
includes the preparation of an Environment Plan (EP). 
*  Following a review of our records, we noted that your contact details had been provided.  
* CPA had contacted a number of stakeholders and departments at [your organisation]  engaging on matters such as cultural heritage values and sensitivities, impacts on 
marine and costal users, and wildlife emergencies.  
* This consultation is represented in our EP that is available here on the NOPSEMA website. 
* There is an online consultation hub, including resource library, which can be accessed here: http://bit.ly/otway-exploration  
 
Key actions 
* Contact CPA if meet criteria as Relevant Person  
* Link to the Consultation Hub provided 
* Register as sensitive information if appropriate 
 
Attachments 
*PROJECT_UPDATE_JUNE_2024_ABU2-000-EX-RO1-D-00024__2_.pdf;  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) – ORG ID 36 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) is an Independent Statutory Authority responsible for effectively managing Victoria’s fisheries Resources 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) resulted in meaningful outcomes from multiple feedbacks, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and 

risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM03: Marine and 

Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol; and adoption of an additional Environmental Performance Standard. 

Consultation process 

Consultation period with Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) leading to submission of the EP for public comment (3 February 2023 – 9 November 2023)  

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

in September 2022 relating to a request for fishing data and engagement arrangement. ConocoPhillips Australia engaged in a preliminary meeting with Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) in November 2022 to 

provide an overview of the proposed drilling program (Event ID 2522). In this meeting, Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) confirmed that they were a high interest relevant person. ConocoPhillips Australia sought 

direction from the Victorian Fishing Authority’s (VFA) preferred method of communication. The Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) advised ConocoPhillips Australia in a subsequent virtual meeting that they would 

engage directly and advised their function as a statutory authority that manages Victoria’s fisheries (Event ID 705). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) with project 

update campaign email correspondence throughout the consultation process.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1288). 

    

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide project updates via campaign 

email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 1288; 1157; 1637). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 705; 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157; 1205). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1205). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID’s 1288; 1157; 1637). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 



• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181) 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 7 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) between 3 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 125 days).  

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 

• Response to objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3375), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Victorian Fishing Authority (VFA) raised 2 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of the assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID  Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the 

EP 

1324 2522 The fishery is performing adequately and is not currently facing any 

additional pressures. 

ConocoPhillips Australia received information (28/11/2022; Event ID 2522) that the Fishery 

was performing to an adequate level with no current additional pressures. This 

information was not related to the adverse impacts of the proposed activity; but did 

inform the description of the existing environment. 

1330 2522 Relevant person mentioned that trade embargoes are affecting small 

fisheries, leading to retiring leases. Additional factors such as fuel costs, 

Information in Table 4-31 already addresses this, namely, the combined effect of COVID-

19 and export limitations resulted in a dramatic beach price reduction from late January 



Feedback ID Related Event ID  Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the 

EP 

abalone virus closures, and the ongoing China trade ban continue to impact 

the industry. 

2020 onwards. In response, quota roll-over provisions were s introduced allowing fishers 

to delay catching some 2019/20 quota until the 2020/21 season. In the Western Zone a 

total of 18,269.55t was rolled over (VFA 2021). 

1331 2522 The attitude of fishers has shifted from seeking the highest catch to focusing 

on efficiency and increasing catch rates. 

Not relevant to the adverse impacts of the proposed activity. 

1332 2522 Relevant person stated that they are reviewing management plans and 

considering a rebuild strategy to increase catch rates/biomass. 

Not relevant to the adverse impacts of the proposed activity. 

1333 2522 The total allowable catch for Giant Crab has been reduced from 10.5t to 8t 

due to a decline in key biomass indicators, likely due to trawling impacts on 

fragile bryozoan habitat. The fishery has continued to shrink over time due 

to efforts in deep water on the shelf, with fishing now only occurring in a few 

grids. The cause could be overfishing and habitat reduction, but no 

investigation has been conducted to confirm this. 

EP Table 4-32 updated to include information on likely pressures affecting biomass 

indicators 

1334 2522 Relevant person reported that the Western fishery has been stable and 

performing well over the last 4-5 years with increasing catch rates. 

Recruitment has typically been below the 'long term average' threshold but 

is slightly above this year. The fisheries are spatially variable across the 

Western Zone with some areas performing better than others. The season is 

open from November to September with a closure for females from June to 

November, but most catch occurs over the summer months. 

EP Table 4-31 (Victorian Southern Rock Lobster Fishery) was updated in response to this 

information.  

1335 2522 Relevant person shared ongoing efforts to minimize interactions with whale 

migrations, including avoiding setting gear during peak migration periods. 

Trials of acoustic release pots were deemed unsuccessful due to increased 

effort and impracticality. The industry is currently reviewing its code of 

conduct, with fishers aware of the potential social license risks if whale 

entanglements increase. 

Not relevant to the adverse impacts of the proposed activity. 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

87 2522, 3375 Claim Relevant person provided 

feedback regarding the 

cumulative impact of 

offshore exploration 

activities. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner 

that will not interfere with other marine users to a 

greater extent than is necessary and is committed to 

having an evidence based commercial fishing 

adjustment protocol in place prior to the 

commencement of the drilling program which will 

address economic impact as a result of displacement. 

 

The potential for successive, additive or synergistic 

impacts of collectively significant activities or projects 

which may interfere with commercial fishing activities, 

was identified during consultation and the 

development of the Environment Plan, and a 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 

Consultation and Communication 

Plan 

CM04: Commercial Marine 

Operators Adjustment Protocol 

 

Additional Environmental 

Performance Standard ADOPTED: 

ConocoPhillips Australia will work 

with other titleholders and relevant 

fishery associations and persons, to 

design an application process for 

compensation that minimises the 



Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

cumulative impact assessment was conducted to 

evaluate this further. 

 

The cumulative impact assessment identified that 

commercial fishers with moderate to high use for the 

term of the EP may potentially be displaced within 

relevant Fishery Management Areas in the offshore 

Otway Basin by the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program and by other reasonably foreseeable 

seismic surveys and drilling/P&A activities. 

Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed 

to working with other titleholders and relevant fishery 

associations and persons, to design an application 

process for compensation that minimises the potential 

for cumulative impacts, i.e. requiring multiple 

applications for compensation to be lodged to a range 

of titleholders.  

 

We are now seeking feedback and guidance on the 

design of a regional approach for compensation and 

invite the VFA to contribute to this process. 

potential for cumulative impacts to 

commercial fishers. 

1046 2522 Claim Relevant person expressed 

concerns about recruitment, 

strong anti-oil and gas 

sentiment in Port Campbell 

and Warrnambool, and the 

effects of seismic activities 

on SRL. They suggested that 

the issue may not be about 

the validity of the science, 

but about the long-term 

impacts that make SRL more 

vulnerable to predation and 

recent findings on puerulus 

larvae and other plankton 

components. 

High – assessed in accordance 

with EP Table 3-7 

Not relevant to the adverse impacts of the proposed 

activity. In any case, impacts to SRL from impulsive 

underwater sound are assessed in EP Section 6.7.6.1. 

Based on the modelling, impacts to marine 

invertebrates from SBP and VSP activities, such as 

impairment to reflexes that may make them more 

susceptible to predation, are not predicted. 

Subsequently, impacts to commercial fisheries which 

target marine invertebrates, such as the rock lobster 

and giant crab species, are not predicted.  

N/A 

 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related 

Event ID 

Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4480 9/09/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation. Team reached out requesting access to fishing data.  

A completed formal access application form was attached to the email. 

4481 15/09/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of organisation in response to email of 9 September 2022. 

 

Summary of Information Received 

• They received COP's request for information. 

• They are making enquiries with the relevant organisation about the information requested. 

• They will contact the team within the next day. 

4483 16/09/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of organisation following up email of the day before about a request for access to 

commercial fishing data.  

 

Summary of Information Received: 

• The data will need to be extracted from a database and a new document created. 

• The staff member who can extract the data is currently on leave and expected to return in mid-October. 

•Once the staff member returns, a single extraction and new document will likely be created to cover multiple similar requests. 

• The individual agreed to wait until the data document has been extracted and is ready to be provided before processing payment for 

the formal application. 

• Offered to provide current available information from relevant organisation that feeds into the preparation of periodic Australian 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Statistics Reports. 

• Provided a link to a publicly released report that may assist the individual. 

• Advised that a second annual report for the period 2020/2021 was currently being prepared and would be publicly available when 

finalised. 

4486 8/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation, following up email of 16 September 2022.  

Team reached out seeking an update on the progress of a data request and an estimated timeframe for receiving the information. 

4493 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation proposing a face-to-face meeting in a city to discuss relevant organisations in regard to the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

•Availability for the meeting. 

•Alternative options for the meeting if the recipient is not available. 

2523 22/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual as part of an email exchange going on that same day.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Individual agreed to a video call meeting on Monday before 12. 

• Individual stated that they would not be able to travel to the city on Monday or Tuesday. 

2524 22/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual as part of an email exchange going on that same day. Individual sent invitation for a Teams meeting. 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be 

undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy 

security. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration 

permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for 

public comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

2522 28/11/2022 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: with individual on 28/11/22 at 10am regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Summary of Information Provided 

• Overview of COPs current and proposed activities, request for update of organisations fisheries and consultation preferences. 

• Reiterated uncertainty around giant crabs and how COP had excised this area to mitigate impact.  

• Asked if there were any issues or challenges seen among the fisheries. 

• Provided overview of drilling activity, compared to seismic, and asked how fishers deemed offshore exploration drilling and 

development.   

• Requested preferences for ongoing consultation. 

• Explained fee-for-service arrangement to allow COP to engage through their communication channels whilst reducing industry 

consultation fatigue. Also requested that if individuals heard of fishers not happy with arrangement that individuals are welcome to 

engage directly with COP. 

• Requested availability of individual to review preliminary impact and risk assessment.  

 

Key Discussion Points 

• Discussed Giant Crabs and SRLs performance rates. 

• Individual shared their approach to reducing interaction with whale migration. Flagged that fishers are very conscious of the social 

licence risks to industry if whale entanglements increase.  

• Noted legal requirements impacting some smaller organisations and shared that there has been a shift in attitude of individuals to 

becoming more efficient and increasing catch rates. 

• Stated that individuals are worried about cumulative impact on their industry, they believe climate change has caused a decrease in 

productivity in the last 10 years. 

• Individual noted they would like to proceed with ongoing consultation in person when EP is finalised. 

• Advised COP should engage with another appropriate individual for further consultation. 

• Individual explained that they undertake Port meetings regarding whale interactions and invited COP team to come along and present 

their information.  

• Advised their availability in relation to reviewing COP preliminary impact and risk assessment.  

1596 30/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a meeting on Monday.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

•Notes from the meeting were compiled and attached for review. 

•Requested review and feedback on the notes. 

1606 2/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 30 November 2022, acknowledging receipt of meeting notes and expressing 

enthusiasm for future collaboration. The individual also attached a document with minor edits. 

1628 12/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from organisation in response to email of 2 December 2022, regarding meeting notes.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Apologized for the delay in response. 

• Confirmed the receipt of edits and the attachment of the agreed meeting notes. 

• Shared a holiday greeting and a note about future contact in the new year. 

1288 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 

or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 

person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1481 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 15/02/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

1482 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 15/02/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

1483 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 15/02/23 to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

• Advised individual was at lunch and unavailable to speak. 

• Team left message to be passed on. 

1583 22/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 22/02/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

1584 22/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 22/02/23 to ensure initial correspondence was received.  

• Team queried if initial correspondence was received. 

• Individual advised to send the information to fishing commission as well.  

1585 22/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 22/02/23 but no answer. Team was unable to leave message.  

4515 1/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual of organisation. Team reached out requesting a meeting to discuss: 

 

• Provide a project update. 

• Enquire about the possibility of joining the organisation for an identified ports visit/engagement session.  

• Requested a 30-minute meeting for the following week and asked for dates for the year for the ports visits/engagement sessions. 

4516 2/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the day before.  

Individual responded agreeing to the proposed meeting and suggesting it could be scheduled for early the following week. 

4518 2/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email exchange that day.  

Individual proposed a meeting with COP before 12 on the upcoming Monday. 

4517 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email exchange that day.  

Team proposed a meeting for the following Monday at 2pm recipient's time. 

4519 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day. Team proposed a meeting time of 11-12. 

705 6/03/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: with individual from organisation on 03/03/23 at 10am, to confirm consultation approach and agree the way 

forward. 

 

Summary of Information Provided 

• Team provided overview of current phase of Environment Plan development. 

• Provided update on fee-for-service arrangement in with another organisation to facilitate engagement with fishing industry to reduce 

stakeholder fatigue. 

• Discussed LOWC/MDO spill assessment and if organisation would be engaged via another organisation or directly.  

• Discussed information needed for an informed assessment of potential impacts: underwater noise, interference with marine/coastal 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

users, and risks.  

• Discussed information format. Agreed that COP would provide preliminary assessment late March/early April. Also provide draft 

chapters mid to late May. 

• Team provided overview on how EP would be an aspect led Environment Plan. 

• Team shared they had also planned Victorian coastal engagement that week and would need to consider rescheduling or aligning the 

engagement. 

 

Key Discussion Points 

• Advised proposed activity area remained the same: 5-year EP, max 6 wells plus seabed assessment. 

• Individual advised that their organisation is not represented by mentioned organisation, therefore COP should engage them directly RE 

the LOWC/ MDO spill assessment. 

• Established the organisations function as a statutory authority that manages Victoria’s fisheries resources and that as such information 

is required on the potential impact and/or risk to Victoria fisheries.  

• Individual shared that the organisation no longer sits as part of organisation mentioned.  

• Individual advised that the organisation has a consultation guideline and shared link.  

• Individual advised that the organisation was currently developing a fishery management plan and would commence consultation on 

the plan mid-year with the plan likely to be enacted H2 2023.  

• Individual advised that the organisation identified the risk assessment of seismic and offshore wind discussed as currently not a key 

risk. 

• Noted that the organisations roadshow would be 17-21 April and would only involve them as there was a lot to cover. 

 

Key Actions  

• COP to engage directly with organisation. 

• COP to review organisations consultation policy. 

• COP to consider realign/reschedule engagement in April. 

• COP to provide updates ad they become available.  

4520 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a phone call that morning.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

•Notes taken during the call for review and contribution. 

•Once approved, a confirmed version will be issued. 

4521 16/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 6 March 2023 

 

Summary of Information Received: 

•They have reviewed the meeting summary. 

•They believe the summary accurately reflects the discussion. 

4524 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of 16 March 2023.  

Team acknowledged receipt of previous communication and attached an accepted copy of a document for their records. 

4525 27/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual automated reply. 

 

Summary of Information Received: 

•They were in workshops and had limited email capacity until Tuesday 28 March. 

•Provided contact details for urgent matters. 

715 3/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 

or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 

person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1117 4/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 04/05/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 

feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 

share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 

available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 

VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 

Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 

information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2824 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 10/08/23 regarding briefing on EP chapters but individual was unavailable as they were 

on leave.  

• Advised to speak to another colleague regarding briefing on EP chapters.  

• Team agreed to calling the colleague.  

2825 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 10/08/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 

chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 

activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3364 14/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 14/09/23 to seek feedback, objections and claims on DRAFT Environment Plan. 

Information included: 

• Team called another individual in absence of appropriate individual regarding feedback on the draft EP. 

• Individual advised that they were not aware of the project. 

• Team provided an overview of proposed activity, consultation with the organisation, and other relevant persons, and objections and 

claims heard from the industry as part of the consultation process to-date.  

• Team affirmed that their focus was on proposed seismic activity in the region and long-term impacts to the industry. 

• Individual stated that the industry is also focused on windfarms currently.  

• Individual asked if the EP was out for public comment.  

• Team advised that EP was not yet available for public comment but do have draft EP chapters available for review on consultation hub 

and committed to share link.  

• Individual asked when team was seeking input by. Team advised prior to 30 September would be ideal so it could be incorporated into 

the EP exhibit for public comment.  

3375 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team have addressed objections/ claims.  

3392 14/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

3378 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team have addressed objections/ claims.   

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 

public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 

available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 

details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 

have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 

period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 

available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 

access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 

website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 

improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 

resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 

changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 

map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 

Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 

updates as they become available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 

by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) – ORG ID 37 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 

Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) is the Victorian response agency responsible for marine pollution 

incidents in State coastal waters. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) resulted in coordinated responses from relevant agencies with direct interest in potential impacts or risk that might be 

outcomes of the project and through that came meaningful outcomes. Measures were adopted to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and 

activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan as outlined below.    

Consultation process 

Consultation period with the Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) leading to submission of the EP for public comment (3 February 2023 – 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia started initial conversations with the Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia 

sought direction on the Department of Transport and Planning (DOT)’s preferred communication. Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via telephone call 

and advised that they wished to receive project update information as the project progresses and stated the draft OPEP was key for their organisation (Event ID 37). ConocoPhillips Australia provided the 

Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) with project update correspondence via campaign email communications throughout the consultation process (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 

3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia also extended the offer to meet with Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) to discuss OPEP development which was 

accepted and occurred in March 2023 and June 2023 (Event ID 1819; 1658).   

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.    

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 102). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities, as described above. The information provided between 23 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 102). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 737). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 949; 954; 1157; 1414; 1205). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process.  

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 102) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Additional tailored information provided to the Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to: 



• Provided draft Otway Exploration Drilling Program Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (Event ID 2505) 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 10 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) between 23 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 77 days).  

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 

• Response to objections and claims was provided in June and September 2023 (Event IDs: 1658; 3377), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Transport and Planning (DOT) raised 6 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of the assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1278 1658 Relevant person appreciated the information on potential waste 

volume but noted that Vic lacks a waste management sub-plan. 

Waste volume information provided in OPEP Section 4.6.1, Table 4-10. 

1283 1658 Relevant person noted that the Port of Hastings was omitted from the 

list of Ports and some contacts within DTP had reverted to historic 

approaches. 

OPEP updated to including contact details for Port of Hastings. 

1294 1818 Relevant person stated that there is an existing consultation guideline 

for ConocoPhillips Australia to follow. 

In a meeting with the Department of Transport, ConocoPhillips Australia (29/11/2022; Event ID 1818), we 

were advised we would provided with an existing consultation guideline by Department of Transport. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1295 1818 Relevant person stated that DOT will facilitate consultation between 

ConocoPhillips Australia and various departments, and provide 

combined feedback on their OPEP. 

In a meeting with the Department of Transport (DOT), ConocoPhillips Australia (29/11/2022; Event ID 

1818) received information that DOT would coordinate consultation between DOT, DJPR, DELWP 

(wildlife emergencies), VFA and EPA to provide combined feedback on the OPEP. The information 

informed planning for the development of the EP. 

1296 1818 Relevant person advised that the data regarding Oil Spill Response 

Atlas is now within CoastKit. ConocoPhillips Australia was referred to 

CoastKit for values and sensitive data, and to data.vic for other spatial 

data. It was shared that a large amount of environmental data 

previously managed by DOT has been relinquished back to DELWP 

and included in CoastKit, which continues to be updated and 

improved. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to review the GIS spatial data available form CoastKit (primarily for 

the development of the OPEP and shoreline plan) and data. Vic and utilised this where relevant, in 

addition to data from commonwealth sources. 

1297 1818 Relevant person confirmed that the most recent plan is the State 

Maritime Emergencies Subplan Rev2. They also suggested that data.vic 

could provide a good spatial data library, with MIGS (Marine Incident 

Geospatial Support) being the toolkit. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to review the GIS spatial data available form CoastKit (primarity for 

the development of the OPEP and shoreline plan) and data.Vic and utilised this where relevant, in 

addition to data from commonwealth sources. 

1298 1818 Relevant person discussed the role of DOT in coordinating reviews and 

providing feedback by engaging with SMEs at various departments. 

They also mentioned that a draft copy of the OPEP is usually provided 

to DOT for review and coordination of comments and responses. 

In a meeting with the Department of Transport (DOT), ConocoPhillips Australia (29/11/2022; Event ID 

1818) confirmed the facilitation role DOT will play in consultation with industry by coordinating reviews 

and providing feedback by engaging with SMEs at DOT, DJPR, VFA, EPA and DELWP. The advice was 

that generally a draft copy of the OPEP is provided to DOT who then facilitate an SME review and 

coordinate comments and responses. The information was used in planning the approach taken to 

consultation with other state government departments around oil spill response, as it is the role of DPT 

to do this and provide us with coordinated feedback. 

1299 1819 Relevant person expressed interest in viewing the OSMP but likely will 

not provide feedback. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will provide DTP with a copy of the OPEP and OSMP on EP acceptance,  

1300 1819 Relevant person advised that LOWC/MDO, spill response activities, and 

environmental sensitivities are of interest. 

A statement was made that related to consultation on the adverse impacts of the proposed activity. 

ConocoPhillips undertook to provide DTP with draft LOWC, MDO, Spill Response activities and existing 

environment chapters when ready (27/3/2023; Event ID 1819). 

1361 2887 Relevant person suggested making contact with the Registered 

Aboriginal Party (RAP) for the area, which is the Eastern Maar 

Aboriginal Corporation, as they are the primary source of advice and 

knowledge on matters in their area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID: 3069 24/08/2023) confirmed that  the relevant Registered Aboriginal 

Party (RAP) in the area -  Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, should be  the primary source of advice 

and knowledge on matters in their area. The information shaped ongoing consultation with First 

Nations people. This RAP had ongoing contact initiated on 27/07/2023 Event ID 2625. 

 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Events 

Feedback 

Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment of 

Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

144 1658, 3377 Request Relevant person suggested that it would be 

beneficial to see the NEBA criteria in the 

OPEP. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

We welcome ongoing feedback regarding this plan and 

note that ConocoPhillips Australia issued this to the 

Department on 1 August 2023. 

Information included in OPEP 

145 1658, 3377 Claim Relevant person informed that the Port of 

Hastings has been left out of the list of 

ports. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

Thank you for your feedback, ConocoPhillips Australia has 

updated the list of ports to include the Port of Hastings. 

This updated OPEP (Revb) was issued on 1/08/2023 and 

Rev00C is attached for your information, including updates 

since our last internal training exercise. 

Port of Hastings included in OPEP tables and 

Appendix 5: Contact Directory  

Port of Hastings Duty Officer (Incident 

Notifications) +61 437 645 026  



Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Events 

Feedback 

Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment of 

Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Port of Hastings Office +61 3 5979 5500 

enquiries@portofhastings.vic.gov.au  

146 1658, 3377 Request Relevant person requested clarification in 

the OPEP table 3-4 regarding what 

regulatory notifications are to be made. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

Table 3-4 of the OPEP refers to the notifications required to 

be made in the event of a release of marine diesel oil from 

a vessel spill.  ConocoPhillips Australia requests further 

clarification as to what additional information or 

clarification is required for this table. 

Nil 

147 1658, 3377 Request Relevant person advised that they would be 

interested in reviewing shoreline document. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

We welcome ongoing feedback regarding this plan and 

note that ConocoPhillips Australia issued this to the 

Department on 12 June 2023. 

NIL 

148 1658, 3377 Other Relevant person suggested that the 

definition of environmental in the OPEP is 

consistent with the NOPSEMA definition. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included the definition of 

environment in the OPEP that aligns with the NOPSEMA 

definition. Please see Rev00C of the OPEP. 

Include definition 

1289 1658 Question Relevant person questioned if the 

determination criteria for shoreline cleanup 

implementation, specifically the prescribed 

100g/m3, aligns with the National Response 

Guidance document on end-point 

termination criteria. They noted that this 

value is very specific and would depend on 

the situation. 

 
Response provided in meeting, whereby the OPEP outlines 

initiation and high-level termination criteria for each of the 

proposed strategies. The shoreline termination criteria will 

need to be further consulted and agreed upon by all 

relevant control agencies in the event of an incident, based 

on the shoreline substrate impacted and the response 

techniques implemented. 

N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation  

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2938 17/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual proposing a meeting at the recipient's office on November 29th at 10:30am to provide an update on the planned exploration activities 

and development of response capabilities. 

2940 17/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the same day. 

 

Summary of information received: 

• They were not available for a meeting, but a team member was available to meet on the 29th. 

• A meeting room could be arranged at a specific location. 

• A specific individual has moved to a different role and will not attend the meeting. 

2941 17/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals as information was relevant to all regarding upcoming meeting. 

 

Summary of Information Provided:  

• Request to share invitation to the meeting with other team members. 

• A draft agenda for the meeting. 



1818 29/11/2022 Meeting - In-

person 

MEETING IN PERSON – With representatives of organisation. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

Overviews of: 

.   COP Australian operations; engagement approach; EP preparation. 

• Titles and past activities in offshore Otway and planned project.  

• Seabed survey approaches; modelling and maps. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• NOPSEMA EP Approval Processes; Relevant Person criteria. 

• Values, sensitivities and regional conservation priorities. 

• Crisis and Incident Management Plan and monitoring options. 

• Information and data sharing; collaboration opportunities. 

• Wide range of technical issues. 

 

Key Actions: 

• COP to provide link to NOPSEMA Oil Spill modelling.  

• Enquire as to sharing of Tactical Response Plans. 

1601 2/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a meeting that happened on 29 November 2022.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Notes from the meeting were compiled and attached for review. 

• Requested changes to the notes if needed. 

1605 2/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual following a meeting with two other individuals.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• They had a better understanding of ConocoPhillips’ future plans. 

• Requested a change to their title in the meeting minutes. 

• They were updating a Guidance Note and will send it through by the end of the following week. 

1622 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual as a follow up of email of 2 December 2023.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Department changes will take place starting from following year. 

• These changes will result in department name changes. 

• An updated version of the shared document will be sent in early January to reflect the changes. 

 

Attached:  

• Victorian Joint Industry and State Oil Pollution Responses Guidance Note 

1627 12/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual responding to email sent on 02/12/2022. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team member apologised for incorrectly processing individuals Title. 

• Gratitude for providing the guidance document.  

 

Attached: 

• The agreed meeting notes. 

737 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  



• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1484 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 15/02/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

37 15/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual on 15/02/23 confirming they had received initial project information and discussed consultation moving forward. 

Information included: 

• Individual called to confirm they had received initial correspondence.  

• Discussed organisations consultation guidelines and whether additional information was required.  

• Individual advised to continue providing information as the project progresses. Also noted stated that the draft OPEP is key information for their organisation to 

consider.  

Team committed to providing draft OPEP for review as part of EP development.  

102 23/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual requesting initial consultation with themselves and their organisation regarding the EP and the OPEP.  

 

As a part of this consultation COP have suggested to cover the following: 

• Overview of the activity and timeframes. 

• Overview of initial assessment of risks, including projected ‘worst case’ scenarios and counter measures. 

• Overview of projected ‘most likely’ scenarios and efforts in place to maintain projections. 

• Discussion regarding regular correspondence and information requirements. 

• Discussion and overview of OPEP development and timeframes. 

COP requested organisations availability and meeting preference as to whether online or face-to-face meetings are preferred. 

 

Attached: 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2504 1/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 23 February 2023. Individual agreed to a meeting with the proposed agenda items.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Preferred meeting times. 

• Request to invite another individual to the meeting. 

• Contact details. 

525 1/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Agreed to suggested meeting date and time.  

• Confirmed it was ok to invite another individual to the meeting. 

• Asked if they should invite anyone else. 

551 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email exchange of 1 March 2023.  

 

COP shared link to an online Teams meeting and shared the proposed topics for the agenda: 

• Overview of the activity and timeframes. 

• OEDEP Overview 

• Overview of initial assessment of risks, including projected ‘worst case’ scenarios and counter measures. 

• Overview of projected ‘most likely’ scenarios and efforts in place to maintain projections. 

• Discussion regarding regular correspondence and information requirements. 

1819 27/03/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 

VIRTUAL MEETING: Initial consultation with individuals from organisation on 27/03/23 at 9:30am to discuss OPEP development. Meeting closed 2:37pm.  

 



Summary of Information Provided 

• Provided a detailed overview of ConocoPhillips and the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

• Presented overview of preliminary findings from loss of well control and marine diesel vessel collision scenarios including low to moderate threshold EMBA and resultant 

environmental planning area, and deterministic analysis to identify hypothetical scenarios that would impact the environment.  

• General discussion about OPEP development and timelines.  

• Discussion on NEBA development and OSMP development.  

• Discussion on engagement with local government. 

• Provided overview on the properties of weathered gas condensate based on information from COP Norway, other titleholders, and oil spill modelling consultant.  

• Advised that COP has complete modelling for the Source Control Emergency Response Plan that results in an exclusion zone based on the extent of the boil and 

dispersion in response to impact on air quality.  

• Asked for clarification on how and when the organisation would like to receive the list of individuals as per guidance note.  

• Advised they would provide a list alongside meeting notes.  

• Asked if organisation would like to see draft EP chapters in addition to OPEP. 

• Discussion on engagement approach. 

• Discussion on time frames for review and feedback.  

• Suggested approach was that draft OPEP would be provided in mid to late April, the organisation had three weeks to review and provide feedback.  

• Provided outline on what communication organisation would receive in upcoming weeks.  

 

Key Discussion Points 

• Queried about potential impacts to air quality.  

• Advised organisation had no consultation preference and noted that they would send through revised consultation guideline with updated information. 

• Advised that LOWC/MDO, spill response activities and environmental sensitivities are of interest. 

• In relation to initial review of OPEP and providing feedback, organisation advised that they would like to receive regular updates. 

 

Key Actions 

• COP to provided organisation with draft OSMP. 

• COP to request wording from organisation to support engagement with local councils in Victoria.  

• COP to provide organisation with draft LOWC, MDO, spill response activities and existing environment chapters when ready. 

• Organisation to advise whether other organisations need to be consulted separately regarding the OPEP. 

1252 12/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following an online meeting on 27 March 2023.  

 

Received information including: 

• An updated guidance note attached. 

• Changes to department names as a result of a reorganisation. 

 

Individual requested confirmation if minutes from the meeting were to be circulated. 

949 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 

project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 

  

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 

  

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program. 

  

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 



  

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

954 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 

project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 

  

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 

  

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program. 

  

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 

  

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 

to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 

hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 



 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 

sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

2505 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a previous conversation.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team asked individual to review and consult OPEP shared. 

• Confirmed intention to provide the individual with three weeks to review the document and to then have a face-to-face meeting with relevant organisations to provide 

feedback. 

• Asked individual if they could suggest a meeting time on the week commencing on12 June for that initial briefing to take place on. 

• Team apologized for not replying to email of 12 April 2023 where individual had asked for the meeting notes of a previous meeting – Team remediated sharing the 

meeting notes in this instance.  

 

Attached: 

• Draft Otway Exploration Drilling Program Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 

• Notes of previous meeting held on 27 March 2023. 

2506 25/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the day before.  

 

Summary of Information 

.  Individual requested permission to send additional documentation for review for feedback consolidation.  

.   Individual also provided availability for meeting times and most suitable timeframes. 

1356 25/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding request to review and consolidate any further feedback the organisation may have. Further documentation has been 

requested and confirmed for review.  

1572 6/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding possible schedule for a meeting for review and consultation. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Available meeting times to set up the meeting for consultation during the following week. 

• Alternative available timeframes during the subsequent week if any of the other suggested times were not suitable. 

2511 6/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email exchange happening that day regarding the opportunity of scheduling a meeting together: 

 



• Individual advised of Public Holiday and therefore unavailability on 11 June 2023. 

• Individual suggested timeslot that worked for them on 12 June 2023. 

2510 6/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team thanked individual for advising about upcoming Public Holiday and wished them a great long weekend. 

• Team sent invite to Teams meeting for the 12 June 2023. 

2509 6/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding an invite to online TEAMS meeting with ConocoPhillips representatives. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 

to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1658 13/06/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 

VIRTUAL MEETING: Consultation with individuals from organisation regarding OPEP on 13/06/23 at 12pm. Meeting closed 12:42pm.  

 

Summary of Information Provided 

• Introduction and discussion on meeting agenda.  

• Team provided overview on: 

§ Proposed exploration activities. 

§ Credible worst-case scenarios being assessed in the OPEP. 

§ OPEP outline and HSE Policy and Implementation/Performance components of OPEP and included overview of past training exercises undertaken. 

§ Worst-case modelling from VIC/P79 LOWC. 

§ Response activation and requested feedback as to whether these activation notifications were adequate. 

§ Response strategies. 

§ Resourcing within OPEP and requested advise on any additional resources that the organisation is aware of or may have missed. 

§ Environment Performance Outcomes. 

• Clarified organisation would like to see ranking criteria in the OPEP. 

• Team opened forum for initial feedback from organisation.  

 

Key Discussion Points 

• Provided overview on how shoreline plans have been developed in relation to worst-case scenarios based on industry practice. 

• Provided overview of on Strategic (pre-spill) NEBA, how receptors were identified based on predicted outcomes. And how decisions were made for identifying best 



response options.  

• Queried prioritisation ranking criteria in OPEP. 

• Flagged that the ranking criteria had not been included. 

• Provided overview on cross jurisdictional control and coordination structure.  

• Flagged that a relevant organisation had been left out in the list and should be included.  

• Provided overview of waste management component within the OPEP. 

• Provided feedback regarding the waste management sub-plan. 

• Queried the colour coding in the reactive actions check list. 

• Shared that the functional role of colour coding in the check list was for COP to be able to identify completion of tasks. 

• Queried the action on pg.38 confirming whether this was for both organisations or just the one.  

• Queried tactical response plan activation on p.53 that also mentions treatment recommendations. 

• Shared that these were detailed in Shoreline Plan (OPEP Appendix).  

• Queried difference between primary and secondary sites. Individual followed by providing an overview of how sites were classified.  

• Individual queried various items including: 

§ Interest in reviewing the shoreline document. 

§ IMT structure and function of historian role. 

§ P.55 – shoreline cleanup implementation. 

• Individual clarified that the Historian is documentation management. Also flagged that the OPEP outlines initiation and high-level termination criteria in response to 

query about p.55 – shoreline cleanup implementation.  

• Shared information about shoreline contact, and actionable threshold for oil accumulation on the shoreline.  

1667 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From automated system notifying that individual had previewed a file from a "Send Files" link on the 13 June 2023. 

2507 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding OPEP meeting on 13/06/2023. 

.  Individual thanked team member for the consultation, however, was unable to download the Shoreline Plan.  

1668 13/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding OPEP meeting on 13/06/2023. Individual thanked team member for the consultation, however, was unable to obtain Shoreline 

Plan. COP team member sent digital copy to individual to assist in this process. 

1710 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding meeting notes from previous interaction on 13/06/2023. Provided attachment of meeting notes. 

2493 18/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding a follow up of previous communications from 16/06/2023.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Additional feedback the organisation may wish to provide. 

• Wished to ensure that all relevant information was considered and reflected on the OPEP before submission to NOPSEMA. 

• ConocoPhillips enquired if further information would be required. 

 

Attached: 

• Previous Meeting notes for perusal. 

2502 19/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the day before.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Approval of meeting notes with some minor changes suggested. 

• Updated contact details for the notification list. 

• Request to see the NEBA criteria to be added to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP). 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2691 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to email of 19 July 2023.  

 

Information provided included: 

• Meeting notes were modified in accordance with individual's request and now shared for consideration. 

• NEBA sensitivity rankings were based on Environment Plan (EP). 

• A detailed review of the NEBA tables had taken place and adjustments had been made like the introduction of a new receptor identified during consultation. 

• Oil Pollution Emergency Plan had been updated accordingly. 

 

The following attachments were shared: 

• Revised draft of Meeting Notes. 

• Table 7-16: Criteria used to determine receptor sensitivity in the MDO and LOWC EMBAs 

• Table 2-11: Strategic NEBA _ Marine Diesel 

• Revised OEDP Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 

 

Offered to discuss further with the team. 

2809 9/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• COP advised of contact methods to arrange meetings for further correspondence. 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 31/08/23 and provided contact details.  

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  



public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3377 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual advising that: 

 

• The draft EP chapters for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program have been released for consultation. 

• Consultation will pause on 30 September 2023 to finalise the EP for submission to NOPSEMA. 

• They are reviewing past records for objections, claims, or feedback. 

• Offered additional briefings on the OPEP or the assessments within the EP if desired. 

 

Attached: 

• A formal response to feedback received from individual. 

• An updated version of the OPEP. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 

line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 



The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 

as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 

the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 

gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 



The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 

becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  



• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 

Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria – ORG ID 38 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria was identified via State/Territory Department or Agency. 

• Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria is a Department of Responsible State or Territory Minister, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 

Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department of Job Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria is the department 

responsible for regulating offshore oil and gas exploration and development activities in State waters. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  

Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria’s primary method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 5) and campaign email 

correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria communicated 

directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via Social Pinpoint registration and registered their contact details, registered for upcoming webinars and opted into project update correspondence. ConocoPhillips Australia 

did not receive any further direct correspondence from Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide Department of Jobs Skills Industry and 

Regions (DJSIR) Victoria with project update correspondence as it became available.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 

functions, interests or activities, as described above. The information provided between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 5). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 5). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1159, 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

The Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 

9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to the Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria between 3 February 2023 and 27 July 

2023 (over a period of 182 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria to make an informed assessment of the 

possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 

appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Jobs Skills Industry and Regions (DJSIR) Victoria raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 

accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 

in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 

the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 

hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 

be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 

for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 

RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 

activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 

and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 

the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 

link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 

manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 

for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 

for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and 

provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; 

and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  



.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4829 14/11/2023 Social Pinpoint Webinar Registration INCOMING REGISTRATION for future webinars: from individual via Webinar Registration survey on Social PinPoint. 

Individual provided their contact details and wanted to receive updates about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia 

moves to public comment and the EP assessment commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 

December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 

public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary 

is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with 

offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 

which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 

proposed activities.  



• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 

they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 

the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 

the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to 

reflect the feedback. 



.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the 

Q&A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to 

reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q 

and A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 

was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 

Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational 

and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed 

Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons 



and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our 

assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 

impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 

 



Maritime Safety Victoria – ORG ID 39 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Maritime Safety Victoria was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Maritime Safety Victoria was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Maritime Safety Victoria is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Maritime Safety Victoria is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 

in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Maritime Safety Victoria are responsible for marine safety in state waters. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Maritime Safety Victoria with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Maritime Safety Victoria did not engage and did 

not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Maritime Safety Victoria’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 738) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 

2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project updates via campaign 

email correspondence. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 738) 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Maritime Safety Victoria to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 738). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 738). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 738). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Maritime Safety Victoria received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Maritime Safety Victoria between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 183 days).  



 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Maritime Safety Victoria to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 

adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Maritime Safety Victoria raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

738 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 



relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 

to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 

on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 

line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 

2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 

EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 

in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 



Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 

as it becomes available. 

 



The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 

Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Port Authority of NSW – ORG ID 40 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Port Authority of NSW was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Port Authority of NSW was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Port Authority of NSW is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Port Authority of NSW is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 

the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Port Authority of NSW acts as the harbor master for NSW’s six commercial seaports. It manages shipping movements, safety security and emergency 

response. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Port Authority of NSW with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Port Authority of NSW engaged but did not 

provide any assertions or convers, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Port Authority of NSW for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Port Authority of NSW’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 1284; 75) and campaign email correspondence 

(Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Port Authority of NSW advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they had no direct involvement in the proposed 

activity and did not provide any further incoming engagements (Event ID 78). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide Port Authority of NSW with project updates via campaign email correspondence.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1284) 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to the Port Authority of NSW to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1284). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1284). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment. 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Port Authority of NSW received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Port Authority of NSW between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 182 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Port Authority of NSW to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 

their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 

in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation: 

During consultation, Port Authority of NSW raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 



103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be 

undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's 

energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration 

permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for 

public comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

1284 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 

or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 

person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

75 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual to follow-up on email sent on 3 February 2023. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Asked individual to confirm if they received the previous email about the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

• Available to schedule a meeting with individual if needed. 

78 22/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 22 February 2023. 

Individual thanked about the information received but clarified that they weren’t interested because very distant from the interested 

areas.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 

feedback about  



locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 

VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 

a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 

information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 

chapters. 

3351 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the individual automated reply in response to campaign email of 24 August 2023. Individual was out of office 

and coming back in two weeks. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 

the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 

activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 

comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 

public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 

(made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 

details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 

have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 

comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 

available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  



.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 

access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 

website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 

improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 

resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 



any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 

map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 

Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 

updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 

by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 

 



Transport NSW – ORG ID 41 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Transport NSW was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Transport NSW was identified via State/Territory Department or Agency. 

• Transport NSW is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Transport NSW is a Department of Responsible State or Territory Minister, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Transport NSW is the lead state agency for marine pollution response in State waters. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Transport NSW with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 

received. 

Consultation process  

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Transport NSW preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1283; 77; 2808) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 

1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia received an automated response from Transport NSW to confirm receipt of correspondence (Event ID 3306) 

but did not receive a direct response to any communication methods. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide Transport NSW with project updates via campaign email correspondence.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 103).  

  

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  

During the consultation process, information was provided to Transport NSW to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 

above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 103).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1283).  

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1283).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637).  

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 103).  

• Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 1158).  

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637).  

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 103).  

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 103). 

 

Further information provided included:  

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA).  

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period.  

  

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  

  

Reasonable Period (Methodology Section 3.6)  

Transport NSW received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 279 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Transport NSW between 3 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 176 days).   



  

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.    

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Transport NSW to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 

functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 

response to consultation.  

  

During consultation 

During consultation, Transport NSW raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 

outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

• The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 



preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

• Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

• Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, 

COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 

comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

1283 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

77 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual to follow-up an email sent on 3 February 2023. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Asked individual to confirm if they received the previous email about the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

• Available to schedule a meeting with individual if needed. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 

about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 



Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 

to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 

values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2808 9/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual after repeated unsuccessful attempts to get in touch about the Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Contact details to arrange a meeting if needed. 

• Highlighted the importance of consultation in the development of the EP. 

• Definition of relevant persons. 

• Noted that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and may be published with EP unless specified otherwise by individual. 

 

Attached: 

• Formal letter asking to return correspondence by 31 August 2023 if they want to be consulted and sharing link and QR code to consultation 

hub. 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 

• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 



• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

•  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 

and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 

and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3306 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the individual automated reply in response to campaign email of 31 August 2023. Individual was out of office and 

coming back the following week. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 

comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 

available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 

so. 

• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 

been adopted in the EP as a result.  

• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 

yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 

and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 



• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 

the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 

to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 



changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 

Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 

they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 

activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 

 



Department of Primary Industries (NSW) – ORG ID 42 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department of Primary Industries (NSW) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department of Primary Industries (NSW) was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Department of Primary Industries (NSW) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Primary Industries (NSW) is a Department of Responsible State or Territory Minister, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 

Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department of Primary Industries (NSW) is responsible for effectively managing NSW fisheries. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided Department of Primary Industries (NSW) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Department of Primary 

Industries (NSW) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Department of Primary Industries (NSW) regarding a request for fishing data in November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on 

Department of Primary Industries’ (NSW) preferred method of consultation and communicated via email, telephone call, registered letter and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 

3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Department of Primary Industries’ (NSW) communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia and advised they did not believe they had a role in 

consultation (Event ID 1508).  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 742; 743) 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to the Department of Primary Industries (NSW) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 

or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 742; 743). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID’s 742; 743). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Department of Primary Industries (NSW) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Primary Industries (NSW) between 3 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 97 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Primary Industries (NSW) to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Department of Primary Industries (NSW) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4245 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding request for fishing data.  

 



Team reached out to ask information about: 

• Progress made with the collection of Fishing data previously requested. 

• Indicative timeframe for data to be received. 

4489 22/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to organisation seeking an update on the progress of a data request and an estimated timeframe for 

receiving the information. 

1595 29/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of an organisation, in response to email of 22 November 2022 requesting 

fishing data.  

 

Individual advised that: 

• A document in response to informal application received was attached. 

• To make a formal application, a $30 application fee was required. 

• The scope of the application would need to be reduced as it was too wide. 

• If no response was received by 13 December 2022, they will assume the application will not be progressed. 

• Provided contact details for further questions. 

1694 3/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

743 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 

in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 

the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

742 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 

in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 

the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1485 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member attempted a call without it being answered. Message was left. 

1486 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

.  Worked with receptionist to ensure correct email address and the correct individual received the information. 

1487 15/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in order to resend information about Proposed Otway Drilling Program, as previously 

sent in email of 3 February 2023 - as per their request. 

1491 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called organisation to confirm contact details. Advised to submit 

enquiry form. 

1492 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence sent. 

Individual advised recipient of email was no longer with them and initiated action to discern the right person for going 

forward.  



1508 16/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Individual called to confirm receipt of initial correspondence and discussing consultation 

approach. Advised:  

• They didn’t believe they had a role in consultation.  

• They were currently responding to an emergency situation and would touch base again at the end of the month. 

COP team member suggested early modelling indicates they may be relevant. Committed to waiting for return 

correspondence. 

1517 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. Advised 

they had been received but that they aren’t the relevant party. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 

hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.    Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 

to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 



permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 

be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 

for further information. 

.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 

RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 

activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 

and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 

the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 

to them. 

• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 

manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 

for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

4645 15/09/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Individual attempted to call COP team member and the call was missed. Voicemail was left. 

3531 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 

updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 

interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 

regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 

impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 

low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 

provided. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 

for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 

contact details to do so. 

• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 

what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 

public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary 

is now available. 

 



Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 

which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 

proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 

they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 

the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 

the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 

was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 

Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational 

and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed 

Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons 

and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our 

assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

5544 6/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 

 

Key Points. 

*  Thanked for offer to assist in contacting NSW License holders. 

* Requested assistance in forwarding the attachments listed below. 

* Sought assistance in contacting an association. 

 

Attachments 

*  Cover letter: ‘NSW Commercial Fisher Cover Letter.pdf’ 

*  Information Sheet: ‘2024 Information Sheet 20 - SA & NSW State Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000- 

EX-R01-D-00028.pdf’ 

*  Information for the community compiled by our regulator: ‘National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) – Consultation on offshore petroleum 

environment plans’ 

 



Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) – ORG ID 43 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 

• Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 

Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) is the Control Agency for oil pollution in state waters and ensures the 

South Australian Marine Spill Contingency Action Plan is maintained to deal with oil spills wherever they occur in its territory. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Department for Infrastructure 

and Transport (DIT) did not engage and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the Department for Infrastructure and Transport’s (DIT) preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 638; 2813) and campaign email 

correspondence (Event ID’S 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859;4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any 

communication methods. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 638) 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to the Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 638). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 638). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 638). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



The Department for Infrastructure and Transport’s (DIT) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 239 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 

November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to the Department for Infrastructure and Transport’s (DIT) between 13 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a 

period of 59 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed the Department for Infrastructure and Transport’s (DIT) to make an informed assessment of the 

possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 

appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation 

During consultation, the Department for Infrastructure and Transport’s (DIT) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 

accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 



638 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 

locations and to look for up-to-date information  

• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 

feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2813 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual after repeated unsuccessful attempts to get in touch about the Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team shared correspondence from CoP. 

• Shared contact details for further questions or information. 

• Highlighted the importance of consultation in the development of the EP. 

• Provided definition of ‘Relevant persons’. 

• Noted how all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA, unless otherwise specified by individual. 

 

Attached: 

• Formal Letter asking to return correspondence by 31 August 2023 if they wanted to be consulted and sharing link and QR code to consultation hub. 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 



Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 

impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

• Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 

• Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried consent 

to be recorded. 

• Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

• Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

• Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 

submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

• Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 

their functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

• A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

• Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 

• Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 

• Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 



 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

• Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

• Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be 

submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

• Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these assessments 

are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that 

might have been overlooked or underestimated. 

• Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 

their functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

• A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 

pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 

August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 



in the EP as a result.  

• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

• Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

• Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 

assessment commences.  

• Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

• Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

• Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

• Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 

assessment commences.  

• Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

• Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 



• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 

considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 

make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 

in Commonwealth waters.  

• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 

reflect this.  



• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 

• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

• Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 

• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

• Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 

for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 



• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 

of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 

available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 045 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation (GMTOAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d), assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 3.3.5, as a Registered Native Title Body Corporate within or adjacent to the operational areas within our offshore permits. GMTOAC was identified following desktop 
research and advice from a cultural heritage specialist (Biosis). 
 
The Gunditjmara Traditional Owners Community established the GMTOAC as a Registered Native Title Body Corporate (RNTBC) in 2005. The GMTOAC is the RNTBC (or more commonly known as 
PBC) under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the Registered Aboriginal Corporation under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (Cth) (CATSI ACT). It is governed by its 
members, Gunditjmara traditional owners and native title holders, in line with the CATSI Act. 
 
In Chapter 1 (b), The Rule Book of Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation notes that: 
 ‘The Rule Book does not contain all the rules and laws which apply to the corporation. The corporation is also bound by commercial contracts, general law and legislation; including but not limited to 

the CATSI Act, the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) Regulations 2007, the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), the Criminal Code 1995 (Cth) and the Native Title Act’. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs) 
As a Registered Native Title Body Corporate, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Traditional Owners, the Gunditjmara people. As stated in The Rule Book of Gunditj Mirring Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal Corporation, ‘GMTOAC’s objectives include to promote, protect and manage Aboriginal Cultural Heritage; the protection of, and caring for, country; and the protection and 
continuation of Gunditjmara lore (law) and custom’. GMTOAC have documented, communal interests in cultural heritage, including, but not limited to, places. resources and species, that may be 
present in the Operational Area and the wider EMBA. 
 
GMTOAC is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan.  
 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25 (4), no sensitive information indicated by RP.  

 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its extensive consultation efforts with GMTOAC since May 2023, and has sought to establish a meaningful, long-term relationship with the 
Gunditjmara community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in the Otway region. ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to 
the reasonable period to allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described 
in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C Consultation Artifacts). Three claims and one assertion/concern about the consultation process was made by GMTOAC during the consultation period in the course 
of preparing the Environment Plan (20 March 2023 – 9 November 2023) (Feedback IDs: 826, 830, 831, 837).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia assessed all feedback provided by the GMTOAC, commissioned heritage consultants to support an understanding of their communally held interests, reviewed publicly 
available information on their communally held interests, and identified concerns about intangible cultural heritage and submerged cultural heritage (Event ID: 2817; FB ID: 822, 823,824, 825, 826, 
827, 828, 829, 830, 831, 832, 833, 834, 835). Subsequent inclusions were made to the Environment Plan, including, but not limited to, CM08: Fauna Management Plan inclusions to protect a broader 
range of species including dolphins, seals and rafting seabirds, and CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection Program to protect underwater cultural heritage. 
 
Following the initial submission of the EP on 9 November 2023 for public comment, ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to act in good faith during further engagement with GMTOAC 
throughout the EP assessment period. This has included participation in an industry consultation day hosted by the GMTOAC and invitations to co-design a Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
(CHPP) to enhance the protection of cultural values and sensitives associated with Sea Country to prepare for ongoing consultation as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. On 21 March 
2024, ConocoPhillips Australia was advised that Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) was now acting on behalf of the GMTOAC in regard to all matters pertaining to the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. Despite the GMTOAC’s current representation by EJA, ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to respectfully request collaboration with that GMTOAC (via EJA as requested) on the 
development of the CHPP.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia was initially advised on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817; FB ID: 822, 823,824, 825, 826, 827, 828, 829, 830, 831, 832, 833, 834, 835) that the GMTOAC would seek direction at the 
next Full Group meeting and a consultation process can then be designed that is going to work. 
 



ConocoPhillips Australia was made aware from the GMTOAC's August 2024 'Member News' publication (Event ID: 6180) that there was a Board-approved draft of the GMTOAC's 'consultation 
protocol', approved at its 5 July 2024 meeting and is aware that the GMTOAC has been advised by the EJA 'NOT [to] share the Protocols with any proponents or NOPSEMA' and instead to 
communicate a 'consistent message to proponents … that consultation with Gunditjmara has not been completed and that a Consultation Protocol is being developed …'.: 
 

Gunditjmara Consultation Protocol – a working draft of the Protocols was approved by the Board at its 5 July 2024 meeting.  Discussions and planning are currently underway 
with lawyers at EJA to determine the best way to release the Protocols to offshore petroleum proponents.  EJA will advise on this in the near future.  In the meantime, GMTOAC 
has been advised to NOT share the Protocols with any proponents or NOPSEMA.  Once the Protocols are released, there is potential for the “floodgates” of consultation requests 
to be reopened.  EJA have discussed that Gunditjmara may want to be prepared for this. 
 
… 
 
The consistent message to proponents has been that consultation with Gunditjmara has not been completed and that a Consultation Protocol is being developed to guide 
consultation processes. 

 
Notably, after the GMTOAC's August 2024 'Member News' publication, the EJA continued to advise ConocoPhillips Australia that the GMTOAC's consultation plan remained under development and 
was not ready for release to proponents.  For example, in the EJA's letter of 9 September 2024 to ConocoPhillips, the EJA advised that the GMTOAC was continuing to finalise its consultation plan 
and expected that the consultation plan would be adopted at the full group meeting of Gunditjmara native title holders in late October 2024, to be provided to titleholders thereafter (Event ID 
5546).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event ID: 6272) on 11 November 2024, ~18 months (531 days) since the first reference to GMTOAC seeking 
direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to seeking to engage in a meaningful and constructive way with the GMTOAC (including over the broader life of the project) and considers that it has 
undertaken reasonable and repeated attempts to encourage positive engagement with the GMTOAC.  ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed GMTOAC’s sharing of, its consultation plan to guide 
ongoing consultation for the exploration program —including ConocoPhillips Australia acceptance to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders at the next available full group 
meeting scheduled for 15 February 2025 to discuss the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol and progress ongoing consultation to support the co-design of the CHPP with the full 
group of Gunditjmara people (Event ID: 6292).   

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia has actively engaged early and often with GMTOAC, since March 2023, in accordance with the principles of “engaging with First Nations people and communities 
respectfully and effectively”. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on GMTOAC preferred method of consultation multiple times, including: 
 Email on 20 March 2023: outlines a consultation process we are proposing to undertake and invites GMTOAC to provide feedback on this process (Event ID: 663) 
 Email on 11 April 2023: invitation to meet to discuss how we consult with the Gunditjmara people (Event ID: 880) 
 Email invitations to community information session on 13 April 2023: communicated that GMTOAC can provide feedback on all aspects of the proposed activity (Event IDs: 891, 934) 
 Emails on 8 May 2023: welcomes suggestions from GMTOAC on the best way to learn about the Gunditjmara people and how we approach appropriate consultation (Event IDs: 1147, 2564). 
 Email 24 May 2023: invitation to set-up a time to brief GMTOAC on the proposed activity and discuss how they would like to be consulted (Event ID: 1325). 
 In-person meeting 30 May 2023: Asked is there a preferred way we should consult? Are there preferred consultants that we can use? (Event ID: 2817) 
 
At the in-person meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), GMTOAC noted that their preferred method of consultation would include: 
 a better industry approach to consultation 
 understanding of the sovereign rights of Traditional Owners, and  
 collaboration on an equal footing, a partnership model (not a tick box approach) 
 
At that meeting, the GMTOAC foreshadowed that it would prepare a consultation plan which it intended would govern the consultation process between ConocoPhillips Australia and the GMTOAC 
in relation to the EP. 
 



Since our first in-person meeting with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC “to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during the activities proposed in our Environment Plan”.   
  
ConocoPhillips Australia has also committed to establishing a genuine and reciprocal long-term relationship with Gunditjmara people based on agreement-making and where genuine collaboration 
can develop and flow through an honest and open process of negotiation. 
  
In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips Australia held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting with CGG (Regia), and 
provided numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the co-design of a consultation process that supports deliberative engagement and empowers self-determination and community 
decision-making (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural 
heritage management. 
 
GMTOAC were informed that they may request that information they provide in the consultation not be published, and that information subject to such a request will not be published in the EP, on 
20 March 2023 (Event ID: 663).  
 

Consultation period with GMTOAC in the course of preparing the Environment Plan (20 March 2023 – 9 November 2023) 
Following ConocoPhillips Australia's earliest engagement with the GMTOAC on 20 March 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia were advised by GMTOAC at the in-person meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event 
ID: 2817) that the GMTOAC would require some time to seek out the positions of traditional owners at its next meeting.  ConocoPhillips Australia was requested to follow-up with the GMTOAC in 
August 2023 (Event ID: 2817; FB ID: 835) and ConocoPhillips Australia sought to respect this request. 
 
From August 2023, as requested, ConocoPhillips Australia sought to reconnect with the GMTOAC and made extensive efforts to consult with the GMTOAC to further inform the description of 
cultural features in the environment that may be affected by the proposed activity and the assessment of impacts and risks to these features and their associated values and sensitivities in the 
preparation of the Environment Plan. Between August 2023 and 20 September 2023, these efforts involved multiple communication methods including 4 direct emails, 5 telephone calls, 2 letters, an 
SMS message, 2 campaign emails, and a tour on country.  These communications included at least 8 invitations to meet in person on country ahead of a planned week-long visit to the area.  
Ultimately, after several unsuccessful attempts to reopen contact, a COP team member (as a private individual) purchased a half-day tour of Budj Bim Stone Country on Gunditjmara Country on 
20 September 2023 (Event ID: 5063) (making full disclosure to the tour guide of the team member's employment with ConocoPhillips Australia and role in connection with the EP). In addition, 
ConocoPhillips Australia invited both specific individuals and the public, including Traditional Owners, to share environmental knowledge to improve the predictive quality of the impact and risk 
assessments. Opportunities for the GMTOAC and other First Nations individuals to be informed about the exploration program were also provided during this time through the advertisement of 
community information sessions and webinars in First Nations print and electronic media, namely the National First Nations Times, the Koori Mail, and live reads on Koori Radio. 
 
It was during the above period that ConocoPhillips Australia informed relevant persons (via campaign email on 31 August 2023) (Event ID: 3181) that its Draft EP chapters were available for further 
information. ConocoPhillips Australia also forwarded its campaign email information sheet via direct email to GMTOAC on 10 September 2023, which included a hyperlink to the Draft EP 
(Event ID: 3265). 
 
On 21 September 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia was advised by GMTOAC that another proponent had secured a place on the agenda of their October Native Title meeting and that the GMTOAC 
would see if it was possible for ConocoPhillips Australia to also present and would be in touch (Event ID: 3769). ConocoPhillips Australia followed up on 27 September 2023 about the possibility of 
also attending the GMTOAC's October board meeting (or, failing that, a meeting in November) (Event ID: 4186). However, no response was received from the GMTOAC to this email. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any communication from the GMTOAC between 21 September 2023 and 9 November 2023, despite 2 further campaign emails being sent out throughout 
October 2023 (which noted that COP would be imminently submitting its EP to NOPSEMA) (Event IDs: 3859 and 4392).  COP ultimately submitted its EP on 9 November 2023. 
 
In total, between 20 March 2023 and submission of the EP for public comment on 9 November 2023, there had been 35 interactions (excluding the on-Country tour, which was instigated by 
ConocoPhillips Australia) with the GMTOAC.  Of these, 30 were outgoing communications from ConocoPhillips Australia to the GMTOAC and 1 was an in-person meeting.  Only 4 incoming 
communications were received from the GMTOAC during this time. Further, 176 days had lapsed following the provision of information about the activity that was tailored, readily accessible and 
appropriate to allow the GMTOAC to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities (which ConocoPhillips Australia considers 
occurred on 17 May 2023). 



 
During this period GMTOAC: 
 Raised 2 requests [shown in ‘Objections and Claims’ table below] (Feedback: 821, 823) 
 Raised 3 assertions about the consultation process that also contained claims [duplicated in both assertions and concerns and objections and claims tables below for completeness] Feedback ID: 

826, 830, 831 
 Raised 1 assertion or concern about the consultation process (Feedback ID: 837). 
 Provided 15 informations (Feedback IDs: 822, 824, 825, 827, 828, 829, 832, 833, 834, 835, 836, 838, 839, 840, 841) one additional information was received on the tour of Budj Bim from the tour 

guide (Feedback ID: 836). 

Further engagement with GMTOAC during the EP assessment period (9 November 2023 – Present) 
Following the initial submission of the Environment Plan for assessment on 9 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to engage with GMTOAC through direct emails and letters, a 
Consultation Day held with other titleholders, campaign emails, attempted phone calls, and text messages. 
 
Public comment period  
GMTOAC was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (to NOPSEMA) in two emails in November 2023 (Event ID: 
5392, 5846). The emails informed GMTOAC that an additional Environment Plan Summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information 
was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. GMTOAC made no 
public comments during the 30-day public comment period on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan. Further, no assertions or concerns about the consultation or public 
comment process were made at this time. ConocoPhillips Australia also advertised the public comment period on the Environment Plan in First Nations print and electronic media, namely the 
National First Nations Times, the Koori Mail, and live reads on Koori Radio. 
 
However, during this time period, on 7 December 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia did receive an incoming email from the GMTOAC proposing a meeting in three months' time (February 2024) 
(Event ID: 4885) (see below).  
 
Gas and Oil proponents’ consultation day with Gunditjmara  
On 7 December 2023 GMTOAC invited ConocoPhillips Australia to participate in its Gas and Oil proponents’ consultation day with Gunditjmara on 17 February 2024 (Event ID: 4885). ConocoPhillips 
Australia accepted the invitation and further correspondence with GMTOAC in the lead up to the consultation day (Event IDs: 4888, 4919, 4920, 4892, 4897, 4975, 4978, 4979, 4980, 4981, 5420, 
4990, 4997) and 4998). GMTOAC advised that 45 minutes had been allocated to ConocoPhillips Australia to present at a specified time and requested answers to the following: 
 What the project is? 
 What stage the project was up to? 
 Was the project likely to impact Sea Country?  
 What plan is in place to protect cultural values? 
 What does COPA team consider as effective consultation with the organisation?  
 
Further, the GMTOAC advised that each session would be closed, within only Gunditjmara, GMTOAC program staff, National Indigenous Australians Agency Vic region representatives, NOPSEMA 
representatives (who did not attend) and the proponent (titleholder) being permitted to attend (Event ID: 4998). During the consultation day on 17 February 2024, a presentation on the exploration 
program was provided and all questions were responded to (Event ID: 5062 and Assertions and concerns table below).  
 
On 25 February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia followed up from the 17 February 2024 presentation by emailing the GMTOAC a copy of the presentation and a File Note (Event ID: 5062), requesting 
concurrence that the File Note was an accurate record of the discussion and requesting a copy of the recording of ConocoPhillips Australia’s filmed presentation (Event: ID: 5137). GMTOAC did not 
respond. 
 
Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) acts for GMTOAC 
On 21 March 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia was advised that Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) now acts for GMTOAC for all matters relating to the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program 
(Event ID: 5218).  



 
ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the advice that GMTOAC intended to provide a ‘Consultation Plan’ by late May 2024 (Event ID: 5218). Note: Subsequent correspondence from the EJA also refers 
to the ‘Consultation Plan’ as the ‘Consultation Protocol’. The ‘Consultation Plan/Protocol’ was not provided to ConocoPhillips Australia in May 2024.  
 
GMTOAC has since advised postponement of the ‘Consultation Plan/Protocol’ on 29 May 2024 (Event ID: 5381), and again on 25 June 2024 (Event ID: 5433). On 28 June 2024 (Event ID: 5467) 
GMTOAC confirmed that their ‘Consultation Plan/Protocol’ would be provided no earlier than the next Board meeting on 5 July 2024. In a GMTOAC Member News August 2024 publication 
available from their website, GMTOAC informed the community that a working draft of the ‘Consultation Plan/Protocol’ was approved by the Board at its 5 July 2024 meeting, but that GMTOAC had 
been advised to ‘NOT’ to share the ‘Consultation Plan/Protocol’ with titleholders or NOPSEMA (Event ID: 6180). 
 
GMTOAC further advised ConocoPhillips Australia that it is finalising its ‘Consultation Plan/Protocol’ and will not be able to share this plan until its adoption at a full group meeting in late October 
2024 (Event ID: 5546).  ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, ~18 months (531 days) since the first 
reference to GMTOAC seeking direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023. 
 
On 15 November 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia received instructions from the EJA on behalf of GMTOAC to provide a response to a number of requests, including ConocoPhillips Australia’s views 
on the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol, willingness to meet at the next available full group meeting in February, whether we agree to fund various components of the plan (by 6 
December) and a number of information requests to make available prior to the full group meeting (Event ID: 6272). ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to the full group meeting on 26 
November 2024 (Event ID: 6292) and provided a further detailed response to the additional requests on 6 December 2024 (Event ID 6323).  
 
On 28 November, additional information requests were made by the EJA for KMZ files of maps (operational areas and EMBAs) to aid them in creating a map for GMTOAC showing all activities in 
the Otway Basin (Event IDs: 6305 and 6334), which ConocoPhillips responded to on 12 December 2024 (Event IDs: 6333 and 6340).   
 
A detailed request for information was made via correspondence received on 18 December 2024 (Event ID 6339), including at least 30 discrete requests for documents or information, to be 
provided "as soon as possible" or at the latest by 15 January 2025 in preparation for the February full group meeting. ConocoPhillips Australia provided a response on 23 December 2024 
demonstrating that all information requested has previously been made available to GMTOAC (Event ID 6340). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to respectfully request collaboration with GMTOAC (via EJA), demonstrating our ongoing commitment to establishing a meaningful, long-term relationship 
with the Gunditjmara community. ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that to establish a mutually respectful and meaningful relationship that future engagement and ongoing consultation be 
directly with GMTOAC and not via the EJA.  
 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
At the Gas and Oil proponents’ consultation day with Gunditjmara on 17 February 2024 (Event ID: 5062) and in a subsequent email on 18 March 2024 (Event ID 5187), ConocoPhillips Australia 
invited GMTOAC to start a conversation about the co-design of potential opportunities to establish a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) in consultation with First Nations People and 
Gunditjmara’s goals for Nyamat Mirring On 29 May 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia sent an Information Sheet to GMTOAC (via EJA) with further information on its invitation to co-design its CHPP. 
This was one way of addressing GMTOAC’s feedback that they had concerns about intangible cultural heritage and submerged underwater archaeology (Event ID: 2817).  
 
As part of the CHPP, GMTOAC have been offered the opportunity to co-design initiatives, with suggestion including: 
 Supporting on-Country gatherings for full group members to participate in collective decision-making. 
 Collaborative consultation to support two-way Indigenous sharing and skill development. 
 Underwater archaeological surveys and marine mapping to build knowledge of Sea Country. 
 Partnerships with research institutions. 
 A Reading Country program to integrate traditional practices and western scientific research so 
 changes to Nyamat Mirring can be measured and reported. 
 Indigenous training and development opportunities that align with priority activities identified in the 
 Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring Plan 2023-2033. 
 Funding additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate ongoing consultation and engagement. 
 Other co-designed initiatives to support mutually beneficial outcomes. 
 



ConocoPhillips Australia respectfully requested a meeting on Country to discuss the information provided in the CHPP information sheet, and to seek guidance about the way forward. GMTOAC 
(via the EJA) declined this request (Event ID: 5433) until correspondence received on 15 November 2024 (Event ID 6272). 
 
Following submission of the EP for public comment, there have been more than 64 interactions with GMTOAC, including 17 via the EJA. During this period GMTOAC: 
 Raised 5 Claims [shown in ‘Objections and Claims’ table below] (Feedback IDs: 857, 858, 859, 1633, 1635) 
 Raised 17 assertions or concerns about the consultation process that also contained claims [duplicated in both assertions and concerns tables below for completeness] (Feedback IDs: 864, 865, 

868, 870, 873, 882, 883, 886, 887, 906, 911, 922, 924, 926, 933, 959, 977) 
 Raised 89 assertion or concern about the consultation process [shown in assertions and concerns table below] (Feedback IDs: 842, 852, 861, 863, 866, 867, 869, 871, 872, 874, 875, 878, 881, 884, 

885, 888, 889, 893, 899, 900, 901, 902, 907, 908, 909, 910, 912, 913, 914, 919, 920, 921, 923, 925, 927, 928, 929, 930, 934, 935, 936, 937, 938, 939, 942, 943, 945, 947, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 956, 
957, 958, 962, 965, 966, 967, 968, 969, 973, 974, 975, 976, 978, 979, 980, 981, 982, 988, 989, 990, 991, 996, 999, 1000, 1604, 1608, 1610, 1611, 1626, 1631, 1632, 1634, 1636, 1639, 1669). 

 Provided 147 informations [shown in information received table below] (Feedback IDs: 843, 845, 846, 847, 848, 849, 860, 877, 894, 904, 916, 931, 932, 941, 944, 964, 970, 993, 995, 997, 998, 1001, 
1002, 1003, 1004, 1586, 1587, 1588, 1589, 1590, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1594, 1595, 1596, 1597, 1598, 1599, 1600, 1601, 1602, 1603, 1604, 1605, 1606, 1607, 1609, 1610, 1611, 1612, 1613, 1614, 1615, 1616, 1617, 
1618, 1619, 1620, 1621, 1622, 1623, 1624, 1625, 1626, 1627, 1628, 1629, 1630, 1637, 1638, 1639, 1640, 1641, 1642, 1643, 1644, 1652, 1653, 1654, 1655, 1658, 1659, 1660, 1661, 1662, 1663, 1666, 1667, 1668, 
1670, 1671, 1672, 1673, 1674, 1675, 1676, 1677, 1678, 1679, 1680, 1681, 1682, 1683, 1684, 1685, 1686, 1687, 1688, 1689, 1690, 1691, 1692, 1693, 1694, 1695, 1696, 1697, 1698, 1699, 1700, 1701, 1702, 1703, 
1704, 1705, 1706, 1707, 1708, 1709, 1710, 1711, 1712, 1713, 1714, 1715, 1716, 1717, 1718, 1719, 1720, 1721, 1722, 1723, 1724, 1725, 1726) 

 Raised 98 statements, questions and requests [shown in ‘Objections and Claims’ table below] (Feedback IDs: 844, 850, 851, 853, 854, 855, 856, 862, 876, 879, 880, 890, 891, 892, 895, 896, 897, 898, 
903, 905, 915, 917, 918, 940, 946, 948, 952, 953, 960, 961, 963, 971, 972, 983, 984, 985, 986, 987, 992, 994, 1005, 1645, 1646, 1647, 1648, 1649, 1650, 1651, 1656, 1657, 1664, 1665, 1774, 1775, 1776, 
1777, 1778, 1779, 1780, 1781, 1782, 1783, 1784, 1785, 1786, 1787, 1788, 1789, 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, 1796, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801, 1802, 1803, 1804, 1805, 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809, 1810, 
1811, 1812, 1813, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1817, 1818, 1819 ) 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation period with GMTOAC in the course of preparing the Environment Plan, information was provided to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The information provided was:  
 
GMTOAC was first contacted on 20 March 2023 (Event ID: 663) and given the following initial information:  
 Notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin  
 Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
 Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028)  
 Contact details  
  
The following information given on and before 17 May 2023 constituted the base level of sufficient information:  
 Overview of environmental planning area in relation to organisations FIA’s (Event ID 880)  
 Consultation process (Event ID 663)  
 Invite to co-design consultation (Event ID 880)  
 Overview of activity (Event ID 663)  
 Interactive map, with feedback able to be submitted (Event ID 1205)  
 Description of environmental values and sensitivities (can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.) (Event ID 1205)  
 Direction to consultation survey (Event ID 1205)  
 Activity website with document library including PEIRA (Event ID 1205)  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 



 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 Information on potential impacts on Sea Country, plans is in place to protect cultural values, and ConocoPhillips Australia’s approach to effective consultation with the GMTOAC. 
 Released and provided draft EP Chapters, including maps showing the EMBAs for spill modelling (Event ID 3181). Information on the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID: 5432). 
 A summary of the EP was provided on 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879) 
 Information Sheets in plain language were made available via the consultation hub including, but not limited to: Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles (May 2023); Marine Mammals (May 

2023); Emissions and Discharges (May 2023); Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release (August 2023); and Protecting the Southern Right Whale (November 2024). 
 
As well as providing the base level of sufficient information, at the in-person meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817) ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on specific areas 
of interest and questions pertaining to: 
 Further explanations on the project and response to query on operational areas. 
 Explanation of proposed exploration drilling activities and impacts, including infographics. 
 Explanation of the collaborative consultation process and timeline. 
 Explanation of environmental impacts and environmental risks. 
 Information on environmental and cultural values and potential impacts. 
 
Further, the opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple occasions (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 
5363, 5432, 5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this until the correspondence received on 15 November 2024 (Event ID 6272).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 162 information(s) from the GMTOAC. At the in person on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), GMTOAC provided information about the Gunditjmirring native title 
boundaries and the right of the holders; highlighted the cultural importance for features such as Budj Bim and concerns about tangible and intangible cultural heritage and submerged underwater 
archaeology. GMTOAC also confirmed the significance of Sea Country IPAs and that they are preparing a Sea Country Plan that they will publish shortly. Advice on their preferred consultation 
process was also discussed as demonstrated above – under ‘Consultation Process’. 
 
The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
GMTOAC was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity on 20 March 2023, 232 days before first submission (Event ID: 663). ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of 
sufficient information listed above to GMTOAC between 20 March 2023 and 17 May 2023. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided information responding to specific questions at the in-
person meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), as demonstrated above in ‘Sufficient Information’.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially 
request additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the 
cultural practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different 
classes of relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s 
feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed 
activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period 
until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the EP for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 
November 2023. 
 
At the time of the EP submission for public comment on 9 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
GMTOAC and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for GMTOAC to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed activity on GMTOAC’s functions, 
interests or activities. ConocoPhillips Australia has reiterated in multiple correspondences with GMTOAC (Event IDs: 5260, 5363, 5412, 5432, 5477) following submission of the EP that it values 
ongoing engagement with all relevant persons and considers that further engagement with GMTOAC will allow the building of respectful and long-term partnerships over the entire life of the 
project. 



 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Assertion or Concern 

826 2817 Relevant person expressed concerns about tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage and submerged underwater archaeology, citing 
recent studies that have discovered old cave dwellings and culturally 
significant sites on the seafloor and within the geology. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on tangible and intangible cultural heritage in EP 
Section 4.8.3.1 and submerged cultural heritage in EP Section 4.8.3.3, and this information has been used 
to inform the impact and risk assessments through-out the EP. 

830 2817 Relevant person emphasized the cultural significance of areas around 
and associated with Buji Bim. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Budj Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous 
Protected Areas), 4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural Heritage and Landscapes) and has evaluated this site for a 
cause-effect pathway in Section 4.8.4.   

831 2817 "Relevant person confirmed that Deen Maar is culturally significant 
and should not be disturbed.” 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Deen Maar in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous 
Protected Areas) and 4.8.3.3 (Sea Country Values), and this information has been used to inform the 
impact and risk assessments through-out the EP. 

837 3831 The CEO expressed dissatisfaction with the short notice given for her 
availability, questioned the timing of the contact, and criticized the 
lack of proper consultation and Free and Prior Informed Consent. 

ConocoPhillips Australia respected the organisation's request to wait until August 2023 to reconnect 
following the in-person meeting in May 2023 (Event ID 2817). After such time, ConocoPhillips Australia 
reached out to GMTOAC via telephone, mail, and email on thirteen separate occasions between August 
2023 and September 20, 2023 (Event IDs: 2826, 2842, 3050, 3087, 3181, 3265, 3363, 3806, 3379, 4918, 
3434, 3436, and 5064).  
  
Although consent is not a requirement of consultation under the Regulations, ConocoPhillips Australia 
endeavoured to align with the principles of Free and Prior Informed Consent throughout the 
consultation process. ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its attempts to consult with the 
GMTOAC, which it regards as going above and beyond what would be deemed a practicable and 
reasonable discharge of its obligation to provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for 
GMTOAC and Gunditjmara People to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
proposed EP activity on the communally held interests of GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people.   
  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in 
detail in the Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation, was appropriate and 
adapted, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics 
and interests of relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, 
including Gunditjmara.   
  
In the instance of consultation with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately 
adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing standing offers to 
meet on Country at any time and to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, by offering to 
fund additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement 
required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). This offer of 
additional funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 
18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have 
separate or additional resources for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546). 

842 4885 Relevant person reported that due to continuous requests from oil 
and gas proponents for consultation, the RP is facing significant 
resource pressure. 

In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips 
Australia held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting with CGG (Regia), and provided 
numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that supports 
deliberative engagement and empowers self-determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 
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ID 
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Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Assertion or Concern 

2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). Those 
opportunities were not taken up by GMTOAC, nor was ConocoPhillips Australia provided with timely and 
viable alternatives to engaging with GMTOAC until its 15 November 2024 letter (via the EJA) (Event ID 
6272).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional funding was 
reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event 
ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources 
for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).  

852 5062 In response to COP stating that the former CEO said a different 
approach to consultation would need to be taken, the former CEO 
stated that they did not recall saying that and had a different 
recollection.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to the minutes from this meeting (Event ID 2817 and 5062). 

861, 878, 
945, 975 

5218 The corporate representative of the Gunditjmara people is GMTOAC. "The Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation (GMTOAC) is the Registered Native Title 
Body Corporate (more commonly known as PBC) under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the 
Registered Aboriginal Corporation under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 
2006 (CATSI ACT). 
 
As Trustee of Gunditjmara’s Native Title, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Gunditjmara people 
and operates in accordance with their Prescribed Body Corporate’s Constitution Rule Book. 
 
The Gunditjmara’s ownership of the land was recognised in the Gunditjmara determination of March 
2007. Joint Native Title of Crown land designated in Part B with Eastern Maar People was determined on 
27 July 2011." 

863, 881 5218 The Relevant Person clarifies their understanding that COP consider 
the Relevant Person and its members as relevant persons under the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) 
Regulations 2023 (Cth).  

"The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 defines a 
relevant person as: “a person or organisation whose functions, interests or activities may be affected by 
the activities to be carried out under the environment plan” (Division 3, Section 25 (1) (d)). 
 
GMTOAC was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d), assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 3.2.3 and Appendix C3: First 
Nations Consultation, as a Registered Native Title Body Corporate within or adjacent to the operational 
areas within our offshore permits. GMTOAC was identified following desktop research and advice from a 
cultural heritage specialist (Biosis).  
 
As a Registered Native Title Body Corporate, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Traditional 
Owners, the Gunditjmara people. As stated in The Rule Book of Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal Corporation, ‘GMTOAC’s objectives include to promote, protect and manage Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage; the protection of, and caring for, country; and the protection and continuation of 
Gunditjmara lore (law) and custom’. GMTOAC have documented, communal interests in cultural 
heritage, including, but not limited to, places., resources and species, that may be present in the 
Operational Area and the wider EMBA. 
 



Feedback 
ID 
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Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Assertion or Concern 

As per ConocoPhillips Australia’s correspondence with GMTOAC dated 20 March 2023 (Event ID 663) 
and 11 April 2023 (Event ID 880), and advertisements in First Nations media in February 2023 and 
mainstream print and radio between February and July 2023, all organisations and persons with 
functions interests and activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program were invited to engage with us as relevant persons.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia also directly contacted the Cultural Heritage Coordinator (Event IDs 880, 1325, 
2842) and the CEO (Event ID 3806), all of whom ConocoPhillips Australia identified as relevant persons, 
inviting them to consult with us.  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia met with the GMTOAC on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817) regarding 
relevant persons consultation and provided an in-person Briefing on Country about the proposed 
activity and the consultation process. At the meeting on 30 May 2023, GMTOAC advised that they would 
seek advice from the Gunditjmara full group about ConocoPhillips Australia’s first letter at the next 
meeting and they would then be able to design a consultation process that would work based on a 
partnership model and alignment on mutually beneficial outcomes (Event ID 2817)." 

864, 882, 
922 

5218 The Relevant Person (via EJA) confirms their understanding that as 
they have communally-held interests which may be affected by COP's 
activity, the law requires the Relevant Person be given a reasonable 
opportunity to participate in consultation that is appropriate and 
adapted to the nature of their interests. They also cite: Santos NA 
Barossa Pty Ltd v Tipakalippa [2022] FCAFC 193 at [104].   

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and the 
Gunditjmara People in accordance with Reg 25(1)(d) by providing GMTOAC, who hold the native title on 
behalf of Gunditjmara People , and through this conduit, the Gunditjmara Native Title holders, with 
sufficient information [Reg 25(2)] and a reasonable period [Reg 25(3)] to make an informed assessment 
of the possible consequences of the activity on their communally-held functions, interests or activities, 
up to and including the public comment period from 9 November to 18 December 2023.  
 
A detailed report of consultation opportunities from 30 May 2023 until the close of the public comment 
period on 18 December 2023 (a period of 202 days) is provided at Feedback ID 866 below. GMTOAC had 
176 days with sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on the functions, interests, or activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC members prior to initial 
submission for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its attempts to consult with the GMTOAC, which it 
regards as going above and beyond what would be deemed a practicable and reasonable discharge  of 
its obligation to provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for GMTOAC and Gunditjmara 
People to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed EP activity on 
the communally held interests of GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people.  
 
A further opportunity for Gunditjmara people to make an informed assessment of activity impacts on 
their communally-held interests and provide feedback was provided by ConocoPhillips Australia at the 
briefing for Gunditjmara Native Title holders on Country and online at the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and 
Gas Consultation Day (convened by GMTOAC) on 17 February 2024 (Event ID 2817). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s presentation at the Consultation Day was videoed by GMTOAC. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia advised the GMTOAC Board on 22 February 2024 (Event ID 5113) that it has 
provided reasonable opportunity for relevant persons and organisations, including GMTOAC, to 
participate in the environmental planning and consultation process as is reasonable and practicable, 
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over nine months (March to December 2023). 
 
Receipt of ConocoPhillips Australia’s above-mentioned written advice to the GMTOAC Board was 
acknowledged by GMTOAC via email received on 23 February 2024 (Event ID 5136). 
 
No further feedback was received from GMTOAC until 21 March 2024, when Environmental Justice 
Australia, on behalf of GMTOAC, sent “common correspondence” to ConocoPhillips Australia, advising 
that GMTOAC intended to provide a consultation plan by late May 2024 (Event ID 5218), the preparation 
of which had first been promised by GMTOAC in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), approximately 10 months 
prior to its 21 March communication. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in 
detail in the Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation, was appropriate and 
adapted, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics 
and interests of relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, 
including Gunditjmara .  
 
In each instance of consultation with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was 
appropriately adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing standing 
offers to meet on Country at any time and to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, by 
offering to fund additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and 
engagement required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). 
This offer of additional funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC 
(via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not 
presently have separate or additional resources for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event 
ID 5546).   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology of consultation with First Nations Peoples, as detailed in the EP 
at Appendix C3 is guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
(UNDRIP, 2009) , which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through their 
nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative institutions”), and 
the functions designated for prescribed body corporates to represent ‘communal’ interests under the 
Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with First Nations Peoples is also underpinned by the IAP2 public 
participation core values , as described in the EP at 3.2 Consultation Framework, and the principles of 
respectful and effective consultation with First Nations Peoples , including the foundational right of self-
determination (Article 3) outlined in the Australian Human Rights Commission Community Guide to the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  (endorsed by the National Congress of Australia’s 
First Peoples).  
 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the 
start of consultation in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C2 tear 
sheets, for example August 23 National Indigenous Times), when the draft EP was released for 
consultation.  
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ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara Sea country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP we have 
demonstrated that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural values and 
sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management 
Plan and the Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187)." 

865, 883, 
924 

5218 The relevant person confirms that they consider offshore petroleum 
activities to have potentially high consequences to its interests. The 
relevant person asserts that consultation requires more than emails 
and information sheets to its staff given they do not have authority to 
make decisions on behalf of its group’s members.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia notes that GMTOAC staff members and officers do not have authority to make 
decisions on behalf of the group on highly consequential matters, under statutory consultation and 
consent requirements for making a native title decision , however, the Corporations (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006 allows the directors to delegate any of their powers to an employee or to 
any other person to enable the directors to ensure that people with appropriate experience and 
expertise are able to be involved in providing advice and making decisions.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia also concurs that the activities associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are potentially highly consequential to the communally-held interests of Gunditjmara people. 
 
As such, the proposed activities warrant consultation with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara Native Title 
holders, in accordance with the statutory obligation for a proponent to consult with relevant persons in 
accordance with Reg 25(1)(d), to ensure their input is considered in the development of the environment 
plan. 
 
However, ConocoPhillips Australia does not agree that participation by GMTOAC staff members and 
officers in meetings with ConocoPhillips Australia to seek advice or clarification about the highly 
consequential activity to inform GMTOAC’s advice to the Gunditjmara Native Title holders (the group) 
about the activity and the consultation process, including the codesign of a consultation plan that 
“works” (in-person advice provided by a GMTOAC officer on 30 May 2023 – Event ID 2817), are beyond 
the remit of relevant staff and officers employed by GMTOAC.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia posits that such direct activity on the part of relevant staff members and officers 
would be required to inform GMTOAC’s advice to the Gunditjmara group as the Trustee of the 
Gunditjmara Native Title and would assist the PBC to “carry the message stick” in its role as “go-
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between”. It would also enable the PBC (GMTOAC) to negotiate a future act agreement on behalf of the 
Gunditjmara group, that supports mutually beneficial outcomes (as per in-person advice provided by a 
GMTOAC staff member on 30 May 2023 – Event ID 2817). 
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia first met with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), 
ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC “to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan”.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has actively engaged early and often with GMTOAC, since March 2023, in 
accordance with the principles of “engaging with First Nations people and communities respectfully and 
effectively” . 
 
ConocoPhillips has also committed to establishing a genuine and reciprocal long term relationship with 
Gunditjmara people based on agreement-making and a partnership where genuine collaboration can 
develop and flow through an honest and open process of negotiation that ensures: all parties are equal, 
neither having more power or strength.  
 
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate 
in the codesign of a consultation plan that supports deliberative engagement and empowers self-
determination and community decision-making (Event ID 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 
4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477) Those opportunities have not been taken up by 
GMTOAC, and ConocoPhillips Australia has not been provided with timely and viable alternatives to 
engaging with GMTOAC until the 15 November 2024 letter from the EJA (Event ID 6272). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not agree with the characterisation of its consultation with GMTOAC as 
involving merely the sending of emails and information sheets, and the full extent of ConocoPhillips 
Australia's consultation efforts are detailed in the consultation report at Feedback ID 866. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP ConocoPhillips 
Australia have demonstrated that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management 
Plan and the Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
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participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187)." 

866, 884 5218 The relevant person states that the law requires COP to allow for a 
reasonable period of time for consultation with tis members.  

"Section 25 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 
states that a titleholder must allow a relevant person a reasonable period for consultation. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has provided GMTOAC and GMTOAC members sufficient 
information and a reasonable period for consultation on the EP prior to submission.  In this respect, 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes in particular the remarks of the Full Federal Court in its recent Tipakalippa 
decision that section 25 (or, in that case, the predecessor to section 25) must be read as an obligation 
that is capable of practicable and reasonable discharge by a titleholder (at [89]).    
 
In summary, ConocoPhillips Australia's consultation efforts with the GMTOAC (which holds the Native 
Title on behalf of the Gunditjmara people) include the following:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia made initial contact with the GMTOAC on 20 March 2023 about the project 
and provided information about the project and the consultation process (Event ID 663). 
• ConocoPhillips Australia made a follow-up call to GMTOAC on 6 April 2023 to check receipt of 
correspondence. ConocoPhillips Australia was advised by GMTOAC to email Cultural Heritage 
Coordinator (Event ID 879). 
• ConocoPhillips Australia sent an email to GMTOAC Cultural Heritage Coordinator on 11 April 2023 
seeking to better understand the Gunditjmara People, lands and sea country and offering to meet on 
Country the following week to discuss GMTOACs preferred consultation process or arrange a meeting 
online (Event ID 880). 
• ConocoPhillips Australia received an email from GMTOAC on 23 May 2023 (Event ID 5534) 
acknowledging receipt of upcoming information sessions and that GMTOAC is unlikely to attend.   
• ConocoPhillips Australia met with individuals at GMTOAC on Country on 30 May 2023 to seek advice 
about Gunditjmara cultural heritage values and sensitivities and GMTOAC’s preferred consultation 
process. GMTOAC advised that they would need to seek advice from full group at next meeting about 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s first letter. GMTOAC noted that they would then be able to design a 
consultation process that would work based on a partnership model and alignment on what we want to 
achieve and how we do it (Event ID 2817). 
• Following a pause on consultation until August 2023 (at the request of GMTOAC at the in-person 
meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817)), ConocoPhillips Australia sent a follow-up email to GMTOAC 
on 10 August 2023 (Event ID 2842) as requested, to request a meeting to continue the two-way 
meaningful dialogue.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia made a follow-up telephone call to the GMTOAC on 28 August 2023 to 
reiterate its request for a meeting. There was no response and ConocoPhillips Australia left a voice 
message communicating the meeting request and confirming contact details (Event ID 3087). 
• ConocoPhillips Australia sent registered letters to two GMTOAC persons on 10 September 2023 (via 
email and post) advising in advance that a ConocoPhillips Australia representative would be on Country 
for one week and offering to meet at any time during the week (Registered letters - Event ID 3806, and 
receipt of delivery of registered letter 3808). 
• ConocoPhillips Australia made an outgoing call to the Chair of GMTOAC Board on 20 September 2023 
to advise Chair of efforts to consult with GMTOAC to date and to seek support for consultation with 
Traditional Owners (Event ID 5064). 
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• ConocoPhillips Australia was advised by GMTOAC on 21 September 2023 that another proponent had 
secured a place on the agenda of their October Native Title meeting and that they (the GMTOAC) would 
see if it was possible for ConocoPhillips Australia to also present and would be in touch (Event ID: 3769).  
• ConocoPhillips Australia followed up on 27 September 2023 about the possibility of also attending the 
GMTOAC's October board meeting (or, failing that, a meeting in November) (Event ID: 4186). However, 
no response was received. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any communication from the GMTOAC between 21 September 
2023 and 9 November 2023, despite 2 further campaign emails being sent out throughout October 
2023 (which noted that COP would be imminently submitting its EP to NOPSEMA) (Event IDs: 3859 and 
4392). 
 
During this period: 
• GMTOAC had 176 days with sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the proposed activity on the functions, interests, or activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC 
members prior to our initial submission for public comment on 9 November 2023, as evidenced by: 
o The information given in the initial letter of 20 March 2023 and information sheets attached on 
consultation and the proposed exploration activity. 
o The information given in the email of 19 May 2023 Project Update. 
o The information given at the 30 May 2023 meeting about the activity and its impacts and risks. 
• GMTOAC were regularly informed about the preparation of the EP and progress of consultation, and 
the completion and publishing of environmental assessments and associated mitigation measures. 
• GMTOAC were on various occasions offered meetings on the phone, online, or on Country at a time 
convenient to them. 
• GMTOAC were invited to attend any of the community information sessions throughout Gunditjmara 
country to provide opportunities for any relevant persons to ask for more information about the 
proposed activity in 2023. 
• GMTOAC were invited to attend the webinars hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia during the 
consultation process and were able to view them online at any time after they were uploaded to the 
Consultation Hub. ConocoPhillips Australia also remained contactable by email, phone, or through the 
website with information, information requests, objections, or claims, which GMTOAC may have had 
after viewing the webinars. 
• GMTOAC had access to and were invited to comment on the preliminary environmental impact and 
risk assessment, information sheets, and draft EP chapters and technical supporting reports which 
contained detailed information about how the activity may affect their functions, interests, or activities of 
relevant persons, before submission.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia have provided GMTOAC and GMTOAC members with many opportunities over 
a period of 7 months prior to initial EP submission to voluntarily participate in the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also extended its consultation timeframe for an additional month. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC and GMTOAC members with a reasonable opportunity to 
instruct ConocoPhillips Australia on their preferred consultation plan, provide input into the preparation 
of the EP, review the measures adopted to protect cultural values and sensitives, and meaningfully 
engage with ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
Prior to initial submission of the EP on 9 November 2023, it was reasonable for ConocoPhillips Australia 
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to conclude that GMTOAC and GMTOAC members: 
• Could reasonably be expected to be aware of the proposed activity and how to consult with us;  
• Had been given a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation; and 
• Had elected not to voluntarily participate; 
by virtue of the fact that ConocoPhillips Australia: 
o Clearly requested consultation with GMTOAC and GMTOAC members on multiple occasions;  
o Explicitly invited co-design of the consultation process on multiple occasions;  
o Gave sufficient information before and on 30 May 2023;  
o Had sufficient information available for download at any time after 30 May 2023;  
o Provided ample time for GMTOAC to respond;  
o Gave full copies of the draft EP;  
o Clearly gave information about its current understanding of cultural features of relevant environmental 
values and sensitivities in those assessments;  
o Clearly gave information about the proposed protections in place for those cultural features;  
o Extended consultation which provided GMTOAC with a further opportunity to respond;  
o Did not receive a consultation plan from GMTOAC until the 15 November 2024 letter from EJA (Event 
ID 6272), 18 months (531 days) since GMTOAC originally foreshadowed such a plan in the meeting on 30 
May 2023; 
o Attempted to identify relevant persons who were Gunditjmara peoples in other ways; and 
o Attempted to consult with the Gunditjmara community in other ways. 
 
Between August 2023 and 7 December 2023, despite ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple follow-up 
attempts, using multiple channels (telephone calls – Event ID 2826, 3087, 3434, 5064; SMS messages – 
Event ID 4918; registered letters of invitation – Event ID 3363, 3806; emails – Event ID 2842, 3265, 3379, 
3436, 3769, 4186), there were only two incoming communications from GMTOAC (Event ID 3831 and 
3768) in response to ConocoPhillips Australia's offer to meet on Country or online with representatives 
of GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people during relevant persons consultation, “to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan” (for example, Event ID 3363). 
 
On 7 December 2023, 262 days after ConocoPhillips Australia’s initial letter was sent, ConocoPhillips 
Australia received an invitation via email to attend the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas Consultation 
Day on 17 February 2024 (Event ID 4885). 
 
In response to the objections and claims that were raised by GMTOAC concerning the proposed activity 
or its potential impacts on the GMTOAC's (or the Gunditjmara people's) functions, interests or activities, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included a detailed assessment of the cultural heritage environment in the 
EP and this feedback has been used to inform the impacts and risks assessment. Further, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has identified control measures to protect cultural heritage values and sensitivities throughout 
the EP. 
 
GMTOAC did not provide feedback on the EP during the public comment period." 

867, 885 5218 Relevant person advises that they do not consider the interactions 
which have taken place to date to be consultation and that they do 
not believe consultation has begun yet.  

"As demonstrated by the previous response to Feedback ID 866, ConocoPhillips Australia commenced 
consultation with GMTOAC on 20 March 2023 (Event ID 663) and attended an in-person meeting on 
Country on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817) and considers it has demonstrated a more than ‘practicable 
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and reasonable’ discharge of its obligation. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia advised GMTOAC in registered correspondence dated 21 February 2024 (Event 
ID 5124), that it submitted the EP to NOPSEMA for assessment on 9 November 2023, having conducted 
consultation on an activity-by-activity basis in accordance with Reg 25(1)(d) and having provided 
sufficient information and a reasonable period to relevant persons, including GMTOAC, to participate in 
the environmental planning and consultation process.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes the choice of GMTOAC to delay their substantive participation in genuine 
and meaningful two-way dialogue for 17 months (as at October 2024), until the GMTOAC's consultation 
plan is provided to titleholders (which, on EJA's latest advice, is presently expected to be after the full 
group meeting of the native title holders in late October 2024 (see Event 5546). ConocoPhillips Australia 
received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, 
~18 months (531 days) since the first reference to GMTOAC seeking direction from its full group to 
design a consultation process in May 2023. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia further notes that GMTOAC’s decision to delay its participation does not 
invalidate the consultation process that ConocoPhillips Australia has completed to date, because 
“Titleholders must make reasonable efforts to consult with relevant persons, but the regulations do not 
require them to get a response to their requests” (NOPSEMA: Consultation on offshore petroleum 
environment plans).  
 
Separate from consultation under regulation 25 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia supports ongoing consultation with GMTOAC 
and the Gunditjmara group for the life of the EP (pending acceptance), so that information provided to 
ConocoPhillips Australia can be considered in our ongoing management of environmental impacts and 
risks associated with our proposed activity." 

868, 906, 
926 

5218 Relevant person advised they need independent, technical advice on 
the impact of the proposed offshore petroleum activities on 
Gunditjmara Sea Country, individually and cumulatively. 

"As stated in response to Feedback ID 866 and Feedback ID 870, ConocoPhillips Australia made the draft 
EP and technical supporting reports available in support of relevant persons consultation on 31 August 
2023 for 30 days (in addition to the statutory requirement of availability of the EP for 30 days during 
public comment) and offered meetings on Country with GMTOAC in September 2023 via telephone 
calls, emails, SMS messages and registered letters, to assist Gunditjmara people to review the chapters 
and provide feedback.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia offered all relevant persons and organisations the opportunity to meet with 
representatives of the project team to discuss the draft EP chapters, including registered letters to 
GMTOAC offering a meeting on Country (Event ID 3363, 3806). 
 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation in August 
and September 2023 (see Appendix C2 tear sheets, for example August 23 National Indigenous Times), 
when the draft EP was released for consultation.  
 
The technical chapters were explained in plain English in a series of seven (7) subject-specific Information 
Sheets that supported the Impact and Risk Assessments. 
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The Information Sheets included a statement which invited relevant persons to provide feedback, 
request a meeting and ask questions on the proposed activity by contacting the project team via contact 
details provided. 
 
When the public comment period closed on 18 December 2023, the draft EP chapters and technical 
reports had been publicly available for a total of 110 days. 
 
The decision for GMTOAC to undertake a technical assessment seven months after provision of the draft 
EP is noted. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP ConocoPhillips 
Australia has demonstrated that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management 
Plan and the Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187)." 

869 5218 Relevant person stated that independent technical advice was 
required due to the complex and technical nature of the EP and 
obligations the relevant person has to its members.  

"See previous response in Feedback ID 868.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia was advised of GMTOAC’s obligations to its members in May 2023, when 
GMTOAC committed to seeking advice from its members about how they wanted to be consulted (Event 
ID 2817).  
 
Despite multiple follow-up attempts during August and September 2023 (Event ID 2826, 2842, 3087, 
3265, 3363, 3806, 3379, 4918, 3434, 3436), ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive further advice until 
the CEO called on 20 September (Event ID 3831) in response to ConocoPhillips Australia’s registered 
letter offering a meeting on Country (Event ID 3436). The CEO advised that she would seek advice about 
the possibility of ConocoPhillips Australia being included on the agenda for the GMTOAC Native Title 
meeting for members in October, or the following month.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia made various attempts to follow-up with GMTOAC (Event ID 3769, 4186). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not hear anything further from GMTOAC until 7 December 2023, when it 
was invited to submit an Expression of Interest to participate in the Gunditjmara Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day to be held in February 2024. (Event ID 4885). 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged with GMTOAC in good faith at all times and has actively sought to 
create culturally appropriate opportunities for GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people to participate in 
meaningful consultation and collaboration “to ensure the voice of Gunditjmara peoples guides and 
protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during the activities proposed in our 
Environment Plan” (for example, 10 August 2023, Event ID 2842 and 10 Sept. 2023, Event ID 3265)." 

870, 887 5218 Relevant person highlights that independent technical advice will be 
key for relevant person and its members to have an understanding of 
the potential impacts of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP, 
including those in Sea Country and in consideration of tradition, 
culture and custom. Additionally, independent technical advice is 
considered important to provide meaningful information to the 
Relevant person and its members.  

"As stated in previous Feedback ID 868 and 869 above, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided sufficient 
information during consultation in the course of preparing the EP, to enable GMTOAC and its members 
to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on the functions, interests 
and activities of the Gunditjmara people.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia made multiple attempts to co-design the consultation process to support the 
GMTOAC’s assessment of potential impacts on their, and their members, functions interests and 
activities.  
 
Sufficient information was provided in the form of the Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk 
Assessment, 12 information sheets and project updates, the EP summary and four (4) webinars, of which 
GMTOAC was aware (22 May 2023, Event ID 4601). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia chose to release the draft EP chapters for review on 31 August 2023, 
prior to the start of the public comment period on 18 November 2023 to ensure that all available 
information was provided in a timely and transparent manner. Although the provision of draft EP 
chapters is not a regulatory requirement and does not typically form part of relevant persons 
consultation, it aligns with ConocoPhillips Australia’s objective to ensure the provision of all possible 
information was available to support meaningful and transparent consultation.  
 
GMTOAC was given advance notice of the release of the draft EP chapters on 10 August 2023 (Event ID 
2842), with advice that the consultation represented “an ideal opportunity for the Traditional Owners to 
review the draft EP chapters prior to submission to the regulator, NOPSEMA”.  
 
Further, in the same correspondence, ConocoPhillips Australia reiterated its commitment to meaningful 
consultation and collaboration with the Gunditjmara people, saying “We would like to receive input on 
how to protect underwater cultural heritage and any other feedback the Traditional Owners would like 
to provide”. 
 
All relevant persons, including GMTOAC, were notified about the availability of the draft EP chapters on 
31 August 2023, including advice that all relevant persons could request specific information and/or 
request an opportunity to discuss the proposed activity and provide information with a member of the 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program team. 
 
Follow up advice about the availability of the draft EP chapters was provided in registered letters sent to 
two GMTOAC representatives (Event ID 3363, 3806) outlining the “open invitation offer” by 
ConocoPhillips Australia to meet in-person on Country at any time to provide an opportunity for 
GMTOAC to ask questions and outline their preference for a follow-up meeting and ongoing 
consultation. 
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GMTOAC’s [former] CEO declined ConocoPhillips Australia’s “open invitation” to meet with herself or 
GMTOAC representatives by telephone on 20 September 2023 (Event ID 3831). 
 
GMTOAC CEO confirmed advice of inability to meet in a follow-up email on 21 September 2023 (Event 
ID 3768), stating that “GMTOAC staff are not decision-makers and cannot engage with you on decisions 
that legally sit within the remit of rights holders”. CEO confirmed that she “would be in touch again 
shortly to ascertain the way forward.” Despite follow-up on the part of ConocoPhillips Australia via email 
on 27 September 2023 (Event ID 4186) seeking confirmation of timeslot at October Native Title meeting 
or next available date, no response was received until 7 December 2023 (Event ID 4885), when 
ConocoPhillips Australia was invited to attend the GMTOAC Consultation Day on 17 February 2024. 
 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation in August 
and September 2023 (see Appendix C2 tear sheets, for example August 23 National Indigenous Times), 
when the draft EP was released for consultation.  
 
When the public comment period closed on 18 December 2023, the draft EP chapters and technical 
reports had been publicly available for a total of 110 days. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged with GMTOAC in good faith at all times and has actively sought to 
create culturally appropriate opportunities for Gunditjmara people to participate in meaningful 
consultation and collaboration since March 2023 (see SIR attached). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP ConocoPhillips 
Australia has demonstrated that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management 
Plan and the Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187)." 

871, 888, 
925 

5218 Relevant person clarified that they considered the information session 
on 17 February 2024 as a limited introduction to the various risks and 
impacts of the activities which would affect the relevant person and its 
members. It was clarified that the session was purely an information 

"Demonstrating its commitment to genuine further consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the 
opportunity to participate in the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas Consultation Day on Saturday 17 
February 2024. The event was promoted on GMTOACs website as “consultation”. It was described as an 
opportunity for Gunditjmara “to hear from oil and gas proponents who are seeking to pursue projects 
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session to facilitate the relevant person and its members to consider 
whether they would like to be consulted regarding the project.  

within Nyamat Mirring” and included a call to action: “Help shape the feedback on these proposed 
projects”.  
 
GMTOAC confirmed ConocoPhillips Australia’s invitation to participate in the “The Consultation Day 
[which] will be held at Ngootyoong Mara Cultural Healing Centre…” (Incoming email from GMTOAC on 
18 January 2024 – Event ID 4998). 
 
Despite ConocoPhillips Australia’s offer to attend for the full day to be available during morning tea and 
lunch breaks to meet members of the Gunditjmara community (12 January 2023, Event ID 4979), 
ConocoPhillips Australia was advised that the sessions were closed and we could only attend for our 
allocated timeslot at 3pm (17 January 2024, Event ID 5240). 
 
GMTOAC set the agenda, as follows (Event ID 4998): 
1. What your project(s) are 
2. What stage it/they are up to 
3. Are there likely to be and/or is Gunditjmara Sea country being impact by the project(s)?  If so how? 
4. What plans are in place to protect the Gunditjmara cultural values? 
5. What do you see as good consultation/engagement with Gunditjmara?”  
 
Along with five (5) other proponents, ConocoPhillips Australia was allocated a timeslot of 45 minutes, 
inclusive of Q&A. ConocoPhillips Australia presented on Country, to ensure effective consultation that 
was culturally appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided detailed information about the project scope, activities, potential 
impacts on Sea Country and ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to co-designing a Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural values and sensitivities during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, in partnership with First Nations Peoples, including Gunditjmara.  
 
The presentation was comprised of 21 slides, including: 
- An animated video of the Exploration Drilling process  
- Scope of the current exploration portfolio (two petroleum titles in offshore Otway Basin where we have 
a commitment to explore) 
- A map of the operational areas within the two petroleum titles. 
- An infographic of the Offshore Petroleum Lifecycle and explanation of the exploration and appraisal 
phase, including consultation and assessment. 
- Visual images of the exploration drilling activities (seabed survey and exploration drilling) and scope of 
work. 
- A description of the impacts of the exploration activity on Gunditjmara Sea County. 
- An explanation of the impact and risk assessment process over the life of the EP. 
- Detailed explanation of project activities (seabed surveys and exploration drilling) by ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s technical offshore drilling consultant, who described the exploration activities and impacts, 
including visual images displaying vessels and equipment in situ. 
- Description of how ConocoPhillips Australia has acquired knowledge of Gunditjmara cultural heritage 
values and control measures that will protect Sea Country during exploration activities. 
- Invitation to Gunditjmara to participate in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
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- ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to best-practice engagement with Gunditjmara People, based 
on a partnership approach to agreement-making and mutually beneficial outcomes. 
 
The information provided at the consultation day was a refinement of the information provided 
iteratively during the preparation of the EP from 30 May 2023 onwards, which included seven (7) 
information sheets, five (5) project updates, four (4) online webinars, and EP documents including the 
Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment, and the draft EP Chapters.  
 
A record of consultation with GMTOAC and Members on 17 February 2024 at the GMTOAC Consultation 
Day, including information provided by ConocoPhillips Australia about the project activities and potential 
impacts and the questions asked by GMTOAC and EJA, and responses provided by ConocoPhillips 
Australia, was sent to GMTOAC on 26 February 2024 (Event ID 5137) for review and approval (no 
response)." 

872, 889, 
907, 908 

5218 Relevant person stated that they will provide a consultation plan by 
late May 2024. They state that it will provide an outline of what they 
consider minimum standards for consultation with the relevant person 
and its members. It was clarified that the consultation plan cannot be 
finalised until the relevant person obtains the technical advice. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia was advised by GMTOAC at a meeting held on Country on 30 May 2023 (Event 
ID 2817) that they would seek direction from the Traditional Owners [TOs] “at the next meeting” about 
how to proceed [with consultation] in response to written invitation and project information provided by 
ConocoPhillips Australia on 23 March 2023.  
 
GMTOAC also advised at the same meeting in May 2023 that once they received direction from TOs, “we 
can design a consultation process that is going to work”. GMTOAC advised that ConocoPhillips Australia 
should wait for further instruction on the consultation plan, and that ConocoPhillips Australia would be 
informed of the details of the consultation plan in August 2023. 
 
Up until 7 December 2023, there was no response to ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple follow-up 
attempts, using multiple channels (telephone calls – Event ID 2826, 3087, 3434, 5064; SMS messages – 
Event ID 4918; registered letters of invitation – Event ID 3363, 3806; emails – Event ID 2842, 3265, 3379, 
3436, 3769, 4186), offering to meet on Country or online with representatives of GMTOAC during 
relevant persons consultation, “to ensure the voice of Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the 
cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during the activities proposed in our Environment 
Plan” (for example, Event ID 3363). 
 
On 21 March 2024, the EJA advised ConocoPhillips Australia that it now acted for the GMTOAC and that 
the GMTOAC intended to provide ConocoPhillips Australia with a consultation plan by late May 2024 
(Event ID: 5218). On 4 April 2024, the EJA represented to NOPSEMA that it intended to provide 
proponents (which included ConocoPhillips Australia) with a consultation plan by late May 2024 (Event 
ID: 6177). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and welcomed the advice of a forthcoming consultation plan in 
written correspondence to GMTOAC sent on 12 April 2024 (Event ID 5260), in which we reaffirmed our 
commitment to a partnership approach for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
(CHPP), “to ensure we reflect the voices and perspectives of Gunditjmara Traditional Owners”. 
 
In the same correspondence (Event ID 5260), ConocoPhillips Australia respectfully requested a meeting 
on Country with GMTOAC as soon as possible in May or June 2024, to discuss the CHPP co-design 
process to ensure consistency with GMTOAC’s consultation plan.  
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GMTOAC has since advised postponement of their consultation plan on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5381), 
and again on 25 June 2024 (Event ID 5433). On 28 June 2024 (Event ID 5467), GMTOAC confirmed that 
their consultation plan would be provided no earlier than the next Board meeting on 5 July 2024. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware from the GMTOAC's August 2024 'Member News' publication (Event 
ID: 6180) that there was a Board-approved draft of the GMTOAC's 'consultation protocol' (approved at 
its 5 July 2024 meeting):  
  
Gunditjmara Consultation Protocol – a working draft of the Protocols was approved by the Board at its 5 
July 2024 meeting.  Discussions and planning are currently underway with lawyers at EJA to determine 
the best way to release the Protocols to offshore petroleum proponents.  EJA will advise on this in the 
near future.  In the meantime, GMTOAC has been advised to NOT share the Protocols with any 
proponents or NOPSEMA.  Once the Protocols are released, there is potential for the “floodgates” of 
consultation requests to be reopened.  EJA have discussed that Gunditjmara may want to be prepared 
for this.  
  
…  
  
The consistent message to proponents has been that consultation with Gunditjmara has not been 
completed and that a Consultation Protocol is being developed to guide consultation processes.  
  
Notably, after the GMTOAC's August 2024 'Member News' publication, the EJA continued to advise 
ConocoPhillips Australia that the GMTOAC's consultation plan remained under development and was 
not ready for release to proponents.  For example, in the EJA's letter of 9 September 2024 to 
ConocoPhillips Australia, the EJA advised that the GMTOAC was continuing to finalise its consultation 
plan and expected that the consultation plan would be adopted at the full group meeting of 
Gunditjmara native title holders in late October 2024, to be provided to titleholders thereafter (Event ID 
5546).   
  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that it has undertaken reasonable and repeated attempts to 
encourage positive engagement with the GMTOAC. ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the GMTOAC 
has been advised by the EJA 'NOT [to] share the Protocols with any proponents or NOPSEMA' and 
instead to communicate a 'consistent message to proponents … that consultation with Gunditjmara has 
not been completed and that a Consultation Protocol is being developed …' (Event ID: 6180).   
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.  " 

873 5218 Relevant person outlined that their focus was on projects that may 
have impacts on Gunditjmara Sea Country, including seismic surveys 
or drilling activity, and the cumulative impacts and risks proposed 
projects may have on Gunditjmara Sea Country 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the present focus of GMTOAC is on projects that appear more 
impactful, including drilling activity. As, ConocoPhillips Australia’s project involves exploration drilling, it 
expected on this basis that consultation on this project would have been a priority for GMTOAC. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
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relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara Sea Country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP we have 
demonstrated that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural values and 
sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management 
Plan and the Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187)." 

874 5218 Relevant person remains concerned to ensure a respectful, considered 
and effective process of consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers that it has demonstrated its commitment to respectful, considered, 
and meaningful two-way dialogue, as demonstrated in the record of adapted and appropriate 
consultation provided at Feedback ID 864. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s effective methodology is guided by the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People (2009), and is underpinned by the First Peoples – State Relations Guidance 
on Engaging Traditional Owners (2022), the IAP2 Public Participation core values, and the Interim 
Engaging with First Nations People and Communities guideline. 
 
Our commitment to respectful, considered and effective consultation was described in detail during our 
presentation at the GMTOAC Consultation Day on 17 February 2024 (refer GMTOAC’s video of 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s presentation – previously requested) and Meeting Notes provided to GMTOAC 
on 26 February 2024 (Event ID 5137).  
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia first met with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), 
ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC “to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan”.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that it’s repeated invitation to the Gunditjmara People to 
participate in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (see eg Event ID 5432), where 
we state that we are looking forward to “meaningful dialogue on Country that empowers decision-
making in accordance with Gunditjmara’s own participatory traditions, cultural priorities and values, and 
mutually beneficial outcomes”, is genuine, respectful and considered." 

875 5218 Relevant person said that the above elements are the minimum 
standard for reasonable consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation on an activity-by-activity basis for the purpose of 
regulatory compliance in preparation of the EP and considers that it has discharged its obligation to 
consult in the course of preparing the Otway Exploration Dilling Environment Plan with GMTOAC and 
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the Gunditjmara people. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation methodology upholds the principles of best-practice (see 
previous responses at Feedback IDs 864 and 870).  
 
Our commitment to best-practice engagement was clearly articulated at our presentation for the 
Gunditjmara community at the Offshore Oil and Gas Consultation Day on 17 February 2024 (Event ID 
5062), namely, our ongoing commitment to building long-term mutually beneficial relations through 
agreement-making and alignment on what we want to achieve and how we do it. This will be achieved 
through a co-developed model of engagement that supports a partnership approach and exceeds 
“reasonable” consultation. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes the choice of GMTOAC to delay their substantive participation in genuine 
and meaningful two-way dialogue for over 17 months, until the GMTOAC's consultation plan is provided 
to titleholders (which, on EJA's latest advice, is presently expected to be after the full group meeting of 
the native title holders in late October 2024 (see Event ID 5546)). ConocoPhillips Australia received the 
Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, ~18 months 
(531 days) since the first reference to GMTOAC seeking direction from its full group to design a 
consultation process in May 2023. 
 
However, this does not invalidate the consultation process that ConocoPhillips Australia has completed 
to date because “Titleholders must make reasonable efforts to consult with relevant persons, but the 
regulations do not require them to get a response to their requests” (NOPSEMA: Consultation on 
offshore petroleum environment plans). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia supports ongoing consultation with GMTOAC that creates a long term, 
meaningful relationship and mutually beneficial outcomes. " 

886 6177 Relevant person advised that it would independently take technical 
advice on the impact of the proposed offshore petroleum activities on 
Gunditjmara Sea Country. Relevant person stated that independent 
advice was required due to the complex and technical nature of the 
EP and obligations it has to its members.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 868 and 869. 

893 6177 Relevant person asserts its right and interests and those of its 
members to be consulted as required by law for the Otway project.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, and 866. 

899 5344 Relevant person stated that they intend to provide a consultation plan 
by late May 2024 to COP. They state that it will provide an outline of 
what they consider minimum standards for consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 872 and 873. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to establishing a meaningful, long-term relationship with 
the Gunditjmara community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in the 
Otway Basin region and continues to reiterate its interest in meeting with GMTOAC, as soon as they are 
prepared to do so (See Event IDs 5260, 5363, 5412, 5432, and 5477). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and welcomed GMTOACs advice of a forthcoming consultation 
plan in written correspondence sent on 12 April 2024 (Event ID 5260), and affirmed their commitment to 
a partnership approach for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP), “to ensure 
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we reflect the voices and perspectives of Gunditjmara Traditional Owners”. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided." 

900 5344 Relevant person advises they are only able to meet with COP 
regarding the proposed activities once the consultation plan has been 
finalised. The EJA will contact COP regarding a future meeting at a 
time instructed by the relevant person. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 872 and 873. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to establishing a meaningful, long-term relationship with 
the Gunditjmara community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in 
the Otway Basin region and continues to reiterate its interest in meeting with GMTOAC, as soon as they 
are prepared to do so (See Event IDs 5260, 5363, 5412, 5432, and 5477). 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native 
title holders at the next available full group meeting scheduled for February 2025 on 26 November 2024 
(Event ID 6292)." 

901 5344 Relevant person instructs that where an EP has been submitted to 
NOPSEMA without consultation taking place and contrary to relevant 
persons requests, it is not appropriate to engage in conversations 
regarding any other matter, nor is it feasible given relevant person's 
other current priorities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 866, 967, and 873. 
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately adapted to minimise the demands on 
GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing standing offers to meet on Country at any time and to cover 
the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, by offering to fund additional internal Gunditjmara 
resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement required for the co-design of the 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). This offer of additional funding was reiterated by 
ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), 
after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources for the 
purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).  " 

902 5344 Relevant person notes that members are not able to presently 
consider or discuss COP's proposed Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program, however if it is determined that this program is worthwhile 
by its members, it must be led and under the control of Traditional 
Owners. It is noted that it would be inappropriate and inadequate for 
this type of program to be driven by COP in consultation with First 
Nations People.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia has approached this engagement in the knowledge that GMTOAC is appointed 
as the Registered Aboriginal Party under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, to represent the communal 
“voice of [Gunditjmara] Traditional Owners in the management and protection of their cultural 
heritage”2, which was also the feedback provided during consultation with other Gunditjmara Traditional 
Owners, including Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation. 
 
Whole-of-project consultation is ongoing over the life-cycle of the Environment Plan, and ConocoPhillips 
Australia reiterates our commitment to a partnership approach (refer slides 15 and 21 included in our 
presentation at the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas Consultation Day (Consultation Day) on 17 
February 2024, and previous correspondence with GMTOAC (dated 21 February 2022, 18 March 2024, 12 
April 2024) that builds upon the engagement to date, and supports collaboration in the context of 
ConocoPhillips Australia's development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that First Nations People hold the solutions for caring for 
Country and appreciates Gunditjmara’s “enduring responsibility to care for Nyamat Mirring”. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also notes Gunditjmara’s advice that implementation of the Gunditjmara 
Nyamat Mirring Plan 2023-2033 “requires the commitment and support of the people, agencies and 
organisations that share our Country”." 

909 5381 Relevant person advises that they continue to progress the 
preparation of its consultation plan. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 

910 5381 Relevant person confirms that the consultation plan will not be 
provided until late May 2024. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately adapted to minimise the demands on 
GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing standing offers to meet on Country at any time and to cover 
the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, by offering to fund additional internal Gunditjmara 
resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement required for the co-design of the 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). This offer of additional funding was reiterated by 
ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), 
after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources for the 
purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).  
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided." 

911 5381 Relevant person advises that they are in the process of obtaining 
technical advice for GMTOAC and its members to assist in 
understanding the impact of proposed activities on their interests.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 868, 872, and 910. 

912 5381 Relevant person provides the Board of Corporation's approval is 
required for the consultation plan, as a part of the GMTOAC and 
Gunditjmara decision-making processes. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that, in accordance with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara decision-
making processes, the consultation plan cannot be finalised without review and approval by the Board of 
the Corporation.  
 
To this end, ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to engage with GMTOAC and the 
Gunditjmara Native Title holders in a manner that respects their decision-making processes. Since 
ConocoPhillips Australia first met with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 2817) and has 
provided numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that supports 
deliberative engagement and empowers self-determination and community decision-making. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has actively engaged early and often with GMTOAC, in accordance with the 
principles of engaging with First Nations people and communities respectfully and effectively. Our 
approach has been guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People 
(UNDRIP, 2009), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through their 
nominated representative body, and the functions designated for prescribed body corporates to 
represent communal interests under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to establishing a genuine and reciprocal long-term 
relationship with the Gunditjmara people based on agreement-making and a partnership where genuine 
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collaboration can develop and flow through an honest and open process of negotiation. We will 
continue to work closely with GMTOAC to ensure that the consultation plan is reviewed and approved 
by the Board of the Corporation, in line with their decision-making processes." 

913 5381 Relevant person advises that the earliest date which the consultation 
plan can be provided is 28 June 2024, when GMTOAC will have their 
next board meeting.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia continues to await the release of, and welcome 
GMTOAC's sharing of, this consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program 
—including how ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— 
and into the longer-term as ConocoPhillips Australia continues to seek to develop a respectful, 
meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship with the GMTOAC. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   

914 5381 Relevant person notes their continued effort to prepare members to 
engage in consultation.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that GMTOAC is continuing to make all reasonable efforts and 
taking steps to prepare its members to engage in consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia appreciates the 
commitment of GMTOAC to ensure that the Gunditjmara people are well-prepared to participate in the 
on-going consultation process. 
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia’s first in-person meeting with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 
2817), ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan. 

919 5433 The Relevant person notes that their view on consultation to date for 
the purpose of COPs EP preparation is set out below at [5] to [12]. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 870, and 
871. 

920 5433 Relevant person acknowledges COP's statements in its 
correspondence at [2] regarding engagement with the relevant 
person and responds as follows. 

Noted. 

921 5433 Relevant person outlines the below without limiting future 
representations:  
(a) Relevant person reiterates its position and concerns regarding 
COP's consultation for the EP which they seek approval; 
(b) Relevant person responds and challenges assertions made by COP 
on 29 May 2024 and 19 June 2024. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 870, 871, 
and 872. 
  
ConocoPhillips Australia has made extensive efforts to engage with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara 
people, ensuring that our consultation process is appropriate and adapted to the nature of their 
interests. Our methodology has been guided by the principles of respectful and effective consultation 
with First Nations Peoples, as outlined in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
People (UNDRIP, 2009) and the IAP2 public participation core values. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC to ensure that the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan. ConocoPhillips Australia provided over 35 opportunities 
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for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation prior to initial submission of the EP for public comment, 
and remain committed to ongoing consultation with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people throughout 
the life of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  

923 5433 Relevant person restates their position provided in their 21 March 
2024 correspondence to COP that:  
(a) they do not consider the communication that has taken place 
between them and COP so far to constitute consultation under the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) 
Regulations 2023 (Cth) (the Regulations); 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 865, 866, and 867.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has undertaken extensive efforts to engage with GMTOAC and its 
members in a manner that is both appropriate and adapted to the nature of the interests, and compliant 
with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 (Cth).  

927 5433 Relevant person reiterated that the earliest date which the 
consultation plan can be provided is no earlier than their next board 
meeting.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response on Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia continues to await the release of, and welcome 
GMTOAC's sharing of, this consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program 
—including how ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— 
and into the longer-term as ConocoPhillips Australia continues to seek to develop a respectful, 
meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship with the GMTOAC. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   

928 5433 Relevant person's response to COP's assertions 
Relevant person provides a list of assertions COP made in 
correspondence relating to purported consultation with the relevant 
person and its members and their response to the assertion. The 
assertions referred to are made in:  
(a) Correspondence from ConocoPhillips to EJA dated 29 May 2024; 
and 
(b) Correspondence from ConocoPhillips to EJA for distribution to 
GMTOAC’s full membership group, dated 19 June 2024. 

Noted. 

929 5433 Relevant person asserts that since their 21 March 2024 
correspondence, there has been no consultation between GMTOAC, 
its members and COP. They therefore consider the assertion made by 
COP as incorrect.   

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the first correspondence received from GMTOAC (via EJA) was 
on 21 March 2024, however, as demonstrated by the previous response to Feedback ID 866, 
ConocoPhillips Australia commenced consultation with GMTOAC on 20 March 2023 (Event ID 663) and 
attended an in-person meeting on Country on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817) and considers it has 
demonstrated a more than ‘practicable and reasonable’ discharge of its obligation. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia further notes the choice of GMTOAC to delay their substantive participation in 
genuine and meaningful two-way dialogue for 17 months, until the GMTOAC's consultation plan is 
provided to titleholders (which, on EJA's latest advice, is presently expected to be after the full group 
meeting of the native title holders in late October 2024 (see Event ID 5546)).  
 
However, this does not invalidate the consultation process that ConocoPhillips Australia has completed 
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to date because “Titleholders must make reasonable efforts to consult with relevant persons, but the 
regulations do not require them to get a response to their requests” (NOPSEMA: Consultation on 
offshore petroleum environment plans). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive efforts to engage with GMTOAC and its members 
throughout the consultation process and will continue to engage in good faith with the GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people for the life of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. We invited GMTOAC and 
its full group members to participate in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance the protection of cultural values and sensitivities associated with Sea Country during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on 19 June 2024 (Event ID 5432) and again on 3 July 2024 (Event ID 5477). 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   

930 5433 Relevant person reminds COP of their obligation to consult with 
relevant persons in the course of developing their EP. They state that 
is for the purpose of environmental impact and risks and control 
measure identification. Relevant person cites Cooper v NOPSEMA (No 
2), stating that “consultation is to be completed before the 
[environment] plan is submitted (or in the language of reg 11A, in the 
course of preparing an environment plan) in order that the contents 
of the plan may be informed by the consultation” and that NOPSEMA 
will be unable to make an assessment of whether an environmental 
plan is acceptable where there is a deficient consultation process. 
Relevant person advises that ongoing consultation cannot take place 
where consultation in the course of the development of the EP has 
not yet taken place.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 

933 5433 Relevant person rejects that COP has made a commitment to and 
support of the implementation of the Nyamat Mirring Plan by 
submitting an EP relating to activities that have potential to negatively 
impact the health of Nyamat Mirring without meeting its obligations 
to consult with Traditional Owners, including GMTOAC's members. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 861, 864, 865, 866, and 867. 

934 5433 Relevant person states that COP has actively disrespected the Nyamat 
Mirring Plan and undermined the goal of facilitating a genuine two-
way dialogue between the parties by its conduct to submit the EP 
without discharging their obligations to consult.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback IDs 861, 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
        

935 5433 Relevant person states that they have made their position on the 
proposed CHPPP clear in correspondence sent by EJA to 
ConocoPhillips on behalf of GMTOAC, dated 7 May 2024.  
In this correspondence the relevant person states that if COP submit 
an EP to NOPSEMA without consultation and contrary to a 
consultation request made by GMTOAC, it is not appropriate to 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 866, 967, and 873. 
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical 
feasibility and ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural 
heritage management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 
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engage in conversations regarding any other matter, nor is it feasible, 
given their other current priorities. 

936 5433 Relevant person reiterates that GMTOAC and its members will only be 
able to meet with COP after finalisation of their consultation plan, 
regardless of the status of COP's CHPP.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 872 and 873. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to establishing a meaningful, long-term relationship with 
the Gunditjmara community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in 
the Otway Basin region and continues to reiterate its interest in meeting with GMTOAC, as soon as they 
are prepared to do so (See Event IDs 5260, 5363, 5412, 5432, and 5477). 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native 
title holders at the next available full group meeting scheduled for February 2025 on 26 November 2024 
(Event ID 6292). 

937 5433 Relevant person states that GMTOAC and its members are not 
currently    to meet with COP regarding the CHPP. They request that 
COP respect this position and redirect its docus to proper and lawful 
consultation prior to NOPSEMA assessing the EP.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875. 

938 5433 Relevant person restates that they are making all reasonable efforts to 
prepare its members to engage in consultation on the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that GMTOAC is continuing to make all reasonable efforts and 
taking steps to prepare its members to engage in consultation. We appreciate the commitment of 
GMTOAC to ensure that the Gunditjmara people are well-prepared to participate in the on-going 
consultation process. 
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia’s first in-person meeting with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 
2817), ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan.  

939 5433 Relevant person requests that ConocoPhillips commit to undertaking 
proper consultation with its members prior to NOPSEMA assessing 
the abovenamed EP and abide by its obligations under the law. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875. 

942 5467 Relevant person confirms that they are creating a consultation 
protocol (GMTOAC Consultation Plan) to inform their position on 
consultation between entities with offshore petroleum environment 
plans and GMTOAC members.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024, we continue to await the release of, and welcome GMTOAC's sharing of, this 
consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program —including how 
ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— and into the longer-
term as we continue to seek to develop a respectful, meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship 
with the GMTOAC. 
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It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided. 

943 5467 Relevant person confirms that the consultation plan will be provided 
no earlier than the next board meeting which has been postponed 
from 28 June 2024 to 5 July 2024 because of Sorry Business in the 
Gunditjmara community. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024, we continue to await the release of, and welcome GMTOAC's sharing of, this 
consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program —including how 
ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— and into the longer-
term as we continue to seek to develop a respectful, meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship 
with the GMTOAC. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   

947 6178 Relevant person confirms that the following entities have contacted 
them to request consultation on the above mentioned EPs:  
Beach Energy, CGG, ConocoPhillips, Cooper Energy, TGS, and 
Woodside Energy  

 Noted and agreed.  

949 6178 Relevant person continues to assert the interactions that have taken 
place to date between GMTOAC members and Proponents do not 
constitute, in accordance with law, consultation on the abovenamed 
EPs. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875. 

950 6178 Relevant person has advised each Proponent named in paragraph [4] 
that consultation has not occurred. Relevant person has repeatedly 
sought from Proponents a consultation process that is conducted in 
accordance with law. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875. 

951 6178 Relevant person has conveyed its views regarding lack of consultation 
on EPs in common correspondence sent to all six proponents dated 
21 March 2024. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.  

954 6178 Relevant person confirms that they are creating a consultation 
protocol (GMTOAC Consultation Plan) to inform their position on 
consultation between entities with offshore petroleum environment 
plans and GMTOAC members. Relevant person confirms that the 
consultation plan will be provided no earlier than the next board 
meeting which has been postponed from 28 June 2024 to 5 July 2024 
because of Sorry Business in the Gunditjmara community. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024, we continue to await the release of, and welcome GMTOAC's sharing of, this 
consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program —including how 
ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— and into the longer-
term as we continue to seek to develop a respectful, meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship 
with the GMTOAC. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided. 
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955 6178 Relevant person notes that co-designed consultation processes and 
opportunity for all members to partake in consultation are key factors 
in determining a timeline for consultation between entitles, the 
relevant person, and Traditional Owners. 

 ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 864, 866, 869, and 902. 

956 6178 Relevant person notes that timelines for consultation must factor in 
adequate time for technical, legal or other preliminary advice and/or 
information to be obtained by relevant person and its members to 
assist in their understanding of the activities and projects being 
proposed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 868, 869, 870, 871, and 872. 

957 6178 Relevant person advises that the above has not been reflected in any 
engagement between Proponents and relevant person and its 
members to date. Relevant person does not consider that 
consultation has occurred where there has been no engagement, on 
the above terms, with its members. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.  

958 6178 Relevant person confirms that they are seeking independent technical 
advice from various experts to facilitate consultation for their 
members. They state that they have received some advice and expect 
further shortly. 

 ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 868, 869, and 872. 

959 6178 Relevant person seeks clarity from NOPSEMA regarding the manner 
and timing of its assessment of submitted EPs. Relevant person notes 
that these EPs will not contain insights, knowledge or information 
from them by which the Proponents know, perceive or relevantly 
mitigate impacts and risks raised by GMTOAC and its members as 
they are associated with proposed activities and that this information 
is unique and distinct and can only be obtained through consultation, 
which relevant person continues to make preparations.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875. 

962 6178 Relevant person states they are making reasonable effors to prepare 
its members to engage in consulation regarding the relevant EPs. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that GMTOAC is continuing to make all reasonable efforts and 
taking steps to prepare its members to engage in consultation. We appreciate the commitment of 
GMTOAC to ensure that the Gunditjmara people are well-prepared to participate in the on-going 
consultation process. 
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia’s first in-person meeting with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 
2817), ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

965 6178 Relevant person confirms that its members have met with COP once 
regarding the Otway EP and that it was in the course of COP's 
presentation at the Information Day.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 896, and 964. 

966 6178 Relevant person states that the Information Day presentation 
represented only an introduction to various impacts and risks of the 
project on the interests of the relevant person and its members. They 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 871.  
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ID 
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state that the Information Day was only to assist in their 
determination of whether they would like to be consulted regarding 
the project and that this was explained to COP in correspondence 
dated 21 March 2024. 

967 6178 Relevant person states that COP has not met with them or its 
members at any other time regarding the Otway EP after 17 February 
2024. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged actively and directly with GMTOAC on more occasions than 17 
February 2024, as summarised in its response in Feedback ID 896. 

968 6178 Relevant person cites Cooper vs NOPSEMA: The Federal Court 
determined that NOPSEMA did not have the power to approve an EP 
when it was conditioned on further consultation with First Nations 
people. Therefore, all consultation must be complete before the 
submission of an environment plan to NOSPEMA. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, 875, and 896.  

969 6178 Relevant person states that aside from the meeting at the Information 
Day, COP have only contacted them about the project via email with 
staff members. They characterise these emails as administrative and 
not constituting consultation.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, 875, and 896.  

973 5546 Relevant person confirmed that the 28 June 2024 correspondence 
stated that:  
a. Relevant person is developing a consultation protocol (GMTOAC 
Consultation Plan) to inform their position on consultation with 
entities with offshore petroleum environment plans and GMTOAC 
members.  
B. Relevant person confirms that the consultation plan will be 
provided no earlier than the next board meeting which has been 
postponed from 28 June 2024 to 5 July 2024 because of Sorry 
Business in the Gunditjmara community. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024,  we continue to await the release of, and welcome GMTOAC's sharing of, this 
consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program —including how 
ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— and into the longer-
term as we continue to seek to develop a respectful, meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship 
with the GMTOAC. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided. 

974 5546 Relevant person states they are finalising the Consultation Plan and 
are making effors to prepare itself and members for consultation 
regarding the relevant EPs. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that GMTOAC is continuing to make all reasonable efforts and 
taking steps to prepare its members to engage in consultation. We appreciate the commitment of 
GMTOAC to ensure that the Gunditjmara people are well-prepared to participate in the on-going 
consultation process.  
  
Since ConocoPhillips Australia’s first in-person meeting with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 
2817), ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan.   

976 5546 Relevant person states that they will host a full group meeting of 
Gunditjmara native title holders in late October 2024 to consider the 
adoption of the Consultation Plan and how Traditional Owners will 
engage in consultation. Relevant person suggests that it is likely the 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 868, 869, and 872. 
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consultation plan will be adopted at the meeting and then provided 
to titleholders thereafter. 

977 5546 Relevant person outlines that it is a Registered Aboriginal Party for the 
Gunditjmara people under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic). It is 
also the prescribed body corporate of the Gunditjmara native title 
claim area and joint Gunditjmara and Eastern Maar peoples claim area 
under the Native Title Act 2003 (Cth). It is also responsible for the 
operation of the World Heritage-listed Budj Bim Cultural Landscape 
on  behalf of the Gunditjmara people. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 861.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Budj Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous 
Protected Areas), 4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural Heritage and Landscapes) and has evaluated this site for a 
cause-effect pathway in Section 4.8.4.   

978 5546 Relevant person state that they are required by law, their practice and 
rules to make decisions in accordance with a decision making and 
authorising environment, which includes deliberative processes. This is 
so when making preparations for members involvement in 
consultation.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 864 and 912. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought to establish meaningful, respectful relationships with GMTOAC and its 
members throughout consultation—with co-designed, culturally appropriate, inclusive engagement—
carried out in line with the legislative and governance processes of GMTOAC. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach guided by the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights Indigenous People (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations 
through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative 
institutions”).  
The Declaration recognises the “importance of consulting with First Nations peoples on decisions 
affecting them, and that respect for First Nations knowledge, cultures and traditional practices 
contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper management of the environment”.  

979 5546 Relevant person states that a Consultation Plan is required for 
involvement in statutory consultation of relevant person and its 
members. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 872. 
 
As at 21 October 2024, we continue to await the release of, and welcome GMTOAC's sharing of, this 
consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the exploration program —including how 
ConocoPhillips Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the CHPP— and into the longer-
term as we continue to seek to develop a respectful, meaningful and mutually beneficial relationship 
with the GMTOAC. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
on 11 November 2024 (Event ID: 6259), approximately 531 days since the GMTOAC initially advised that 
they were preparing a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days since the 
notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.  

980 5546 Relevant person states that GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people 
take their obligations to their Country and community seriously and 
do so for all negotiations and consultations about the future of 
Gunditjmara Country, including both off and on shore domains. They 
state that negotiations and consultations are not confined to 
consideration of petroleum activity in the Otway Basin. They restate 
the importance of this context within which the relevant person, its 
members and Gunditjmara native title holders operate. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people take their obligations to 
their Country and community seriously and do so for all negotiations and consultations about the fate of 
Gunditjmara Country. As, ConocoPhillips Australia’s project involves exploration drilling, it expected on 
this basis that consultation on this project would have been a priority for GMTOAC. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara Sea Country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP ConocoPhillips 
Australia has demonstrated that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management 
Plan and the Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187). 

981 5546 Relevant person confirms they are not separately or additionally 
resourced for involvement in consultation on offshore petroleum 
activities and proposed Environment Plans. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional funding was 
reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event 
ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources 
for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   

982 5546 Relevant person notes that accommodations for First Nations decision 
making environments is recognised in Commonwealth guidance and 
policy. This includes: 
a. The Federal Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water’s guidance, Interim Engaging with First 
Nations People and Communities on Assessments and Approvals 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Engaging with First Nations Guidance) which states that 
proponents are expected to “engage with First Nations peoples and 
communities in a way that is respectful, ethical, honest and fair and 
that supports informed decision making including in situations where 
there may be differences of opinion, challenge or dispute.” The 
Engaging with First Nations Guidance also states that “any special 
measures required [for First Nations involvement in a proposal] 
should be on the advice and at the discretion of First Nations peoples 
and communities.” 
b. NOPSEMA’s Consultation in the course of preparing an 
environment plan Guideline (Consultation Guideline) states that where 
interests are held communally, as is the case with First Nations 
relevant persons, titleholders “will need to demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that what [they] did constituted consultation which is appropriate and 
adapted to the nature of the interests of the relevant persons.” The 
Consultation Guideline also notes that in regards to First Nations 
relevant persons, “[s]uperficial or token consultation will not be 
enough and all group members should be afforded a reasonable 
opportunity to participate in consultation.” 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback IDs 864 and 865. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its extensive consultation efforts with GMTOAC since 
March 2023, and has sought to establish a meaningful, long-term relationship with the Gunditjmara 
community that will support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in the Otway region. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in 
detail in the Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation, was appropriate and 
adapted, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics 
and interests of relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, 
including Gunditjmara.  
 
To ensure ConocoPhillips Australia engaged with GMTOAC in a respectful and culturally appropriate 
manner that builds trust, facilitates genuine two-way dialogue, and establishes long-term, meaningful 
relationships, the following literature review was undertaken to further inform our consultation 
methodology: 
 
• Sea Country: an Indigenous perspective2 Sea Country SE Regional Marine Plan Assessment Reports 
• GUNDITJMARA NYAMAT MIRRING PLAN 2023-20333 
• First Peoples – State Relations (2022): Guidance on Engaging Traditional Owners 
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/engaging-traditional-owners 
• United Nations (2007): United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People UN Declaration 
• Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (2019): Fact sheet 10: Partnerships with 
Traditional Owners Traditional Owners Fact Sheet 
• Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (2023): Interim Engaging with First 
Nations People and Communities on Assessments and Approvals under the Environment Protection and 
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Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Interim Engaging with First Nations People and Communities 
• Department of the Environment (2016) Engage Early Guidance for proponents on best practice First 
Nations engagement for environmental assessments under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) Engage Early 
• Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council (n/d): Traditional Owners Caring for Country 
• Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council (n/d): Registered Aboriginal Parties 
 
1 Department of Environment and Heritage (2002): Sea Country: an First Nations perspective (The 
South-east Regional Marine Plan Assessment Reports) 
2 Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation (2023): GUNDITJMARA NYAMAT MIRRING 
PLAN 2023-2033 

988 5546 Relevant person refers to case law regarding assisting titleholders to 
become aware of environmental impacts and control measures:  
Cooper v NOPSEMA (No 2), stating that “consultation is to be 
completed before the [environment] plan is submitted (or in the 
language of reg 11A, in the course of preparing an environment plan) 
in order that the contents of the plan may be informed by the 
consultation” and that a “deficient consultation process will result in 
NOPSEMA being unable to make its own assessment as to whether 
the environment plan meets the other criteria for acceptance.”" 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, 875, and 896.   

989 5546 Relevant person restates that consultation has not taken place 
between them and COP and that its members are Gunditjmara native 
title holders who they represent.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.   
" 

990 5546 Relevant person restate that they are taking steps to progress a 
Consultation Plan and prepare itself, its members and Gunditjmara 
native title holders for consultation. They state they act in good faith 
on  Gunditjmara rights and interests in protection of their Sea Country 
as it relates to the proposed EPs.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.   
  
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that GMTOAC is continuing to make all reasonable efforts and 
taking steps to prepare its members to engage in consultation. We appreciate the commitment of 
GMTOAC to ensure that the Gunditjmara people are well-prepared to participate in the on-going 
consultation process.  
  
Since ConocoPhillips Australia’s first in-person meeting with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 
2817), ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan. " 

991 5546 Relevant person requests that COP commit to undertaking a lawful 
and respectful consultation with them in the course of preparing their 
EP for submission to NOPSEMA and request that they provide a 
recent version of the EP so they may effectively participate in 
consultation in accordance with their procedures.  

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 
870, 871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.   

996 6180 EJA have advised that Gunditjmara may want to prepare for an influx 
of consultation requests once the Protocols are released.  

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional funding was 
reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event 
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ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources 
for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   

999 6180 Relevant persons have broadly advised offshore proponents that 
consultation with Gunditjmara is incomplete and the Consultation 
Protocol is being developed to guide the process.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and the 
Gunditjmara People in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d) by providing GMTOAC, who hold the native 
title on behalf of Gunditjmara People, and through this conduit, the Gunditjmara Native Title holders, 
with sufficient information [Reg 25(2)] and a reasonable period [Reg 25(3)] to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their communally-held functions, interests or 
activities, up to and including the public comment period from 9 November to 18 December 2023.  
 
A detailed report of consultation opportunities from 30 March 2023 until the close of the public 
comment period on 18 December 2023 (a period of 202 days) is provided at Feedback ID 866. GMTOAC 
had 176 days with sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on the functions, interests, or activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC members prior to initial 
submission for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its attempts to consult with the GMTOAC, which it 
regards as going above and beyond what would be deemed a practicable and reasonable discharge of 
its obligation to provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for GMTOAC and Gunditjmara 
People to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed EP activity on 
the communally held interests of GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event ID: 
6259) on 11 November 2024, ~18 months (531 days) since the first reference to GMTOAC seeking 
direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days 
since the notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided. 

1000 6180 Relevant person has advised that numerous proponents have stated 
that consultation with Gunditjmara is complete and have submitted 
EPs to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and the 
Gunditjmara People in accordance with Reg 25(1)(d) by providing GMTOAC, who hold the native title on 
behalf of Gunditjmara People, and through this conduit, the Gunditjmara Native Title holders, with 
sufficient information [Reg 25(2)] and a reasonable period [Reg 25(3)] to make an informed assessment 
of the possible consequences of the activity on their communally-held functions, interests or activities, 
up to and including the public comment period from 9 November to 18 December 2023.  
 
A detailed report of consultation opportunities from March 2023 until the close of the public comment 
period on 18 December 2023 (a period of 202 days) is provided at Feedback ID 866. GMTOAC had 176 
days with sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on the functions, interests, or activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC members prior to initial 
submission for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its attempts to consult with the GMTOAC, which it 
regards as going above and beyond what would be deemed a practicable and reasonable discharge of 
its obligation to provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for GMTOAC and Gunditjmara 
People to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed EP activity on 
the communally held interests of GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people." 
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1604 6272 All consultation/negotiation must adhere to the principles of the 
Gunditjmara Mirring, which include their lore, customs, and beliefs. 
These principles are informed by Gunditjmara decision-making 
protocols and best practice standards to ensure cultural obligations 
are met. Decisions have intergenerational impacts and must respect 
these principles. 

Impacts to cultural heritage are assessed in the EP in accordance with the requirements of the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Impacts to cultural heritage must be assessed in accordance with the requirements of the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC 
and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the 
Gunditjmara people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing 
consultation with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to 
the extent reasonably practicable. 

1608 6272 The proponents are required to recognize the resource disparity 
between them and Gunditjmara, and commit to a 
consultation/negotiation process aimed at reducing this inequality. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 823, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and ongoing constraints and 
supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage management, including by 
email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips 
Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA 
advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources for the purposes of its 
involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC 
and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the 
Gunditjmara people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing 
consultation with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to 
the extent reasonably practicable. 

1610 6272 Relevant person stated that Gunditjmara have a spiritual connection 
to Mirring and are its voice. It is expected that through engagement 
with Gunditjmara cultural knowledge holders, proponents will 
consider their cultural values and understand the importance of 
Mirring and culture. Lack of understanding can limit the value of 
consultation/negotiation. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 1589 and 1597. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC 
and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the 
Gunditjmara people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing 
consultation with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to 
the extent reasonably practicable. 

1611 6272 Relevant person stated that through GMTOAC, Gunditjmara ensures 
their cultural obligations and responsibilities are upheld and 
recognized for the protection and management of Mirring, the 
promotion, protection, and management of Gunditjmara cultural 
heritage, and respect to their ancestors and Elders. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feeback IDs: 822, 832. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC 
and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the 
Gunditjmara people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Assertion or Concern 

consultation with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to 
the extent reasonably practicable.  

1626 6272 The Gunditjmara are crucial in decision-making processes regarding 
activities on Gunditjmara Mirring. The decision-making procedures 
can differ based on the activity and its statutory or policy trigger. 

EP acceptance for offshore petroleum activities occurs in accordance with the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
EP acceptance for offshore petroleum activities occurs in accordance with the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to establishing a genuine and reciprocal long-term 
relationship with the Gunditjmara people based on agreement-making and a partnership where genuine 
collaboration can develop and flow through an honest and open process of negotiation.  

1631 6272 The Gunditjmara may require a cultural values assessment before 
starting consultations/negotiations. This assessment identifies and 
records historical and contemporary cultural values related to their 
Mirring, people, and culture. It goes beyond traditional heritage 
assessments, focusing on tangible cultural heritage. The assessment 
will be conducted by a third party, chosen by GMTOAC, and funded 
by the Proponent. More details can be found in the GMTOAC Cultural 
Values Assessment Guidelines 2022. 

The Consultation Protocol provides that it should be read along with various documents, including 
GMTOAC's Cultural Values Assessment Guidelines 2022.  ConocoPhillips Australia is not aware it has 
access to this document. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with this approach. It is not clear to ConocoPhillips Australia 
that the proposed items align with the GMTOAC’s stated approach of co-design (Feedback ID: 1618).  
Further, the items do not provide guidance on the magnitude of such an undertaking in relation to the 
nature and scale of potential future activities and duplicates efforts undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Environment) Regulations (2023). 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with this approach. It is not clear to ConocoPhillips Australia 
that the proposed items align with the GMTOAC’s stated approach of co-design (Feedback ID: 1618).   
Further, the items do not provide guidance on the magnitude of such an undertaking in relation to the 
nature and scale of potential future activities and duplicates efforts undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Environment) Regulations (2023). 

1632 6272 Relevant person suggested that Gunditjmara may need to hire 
technical experts or specialists to review technical, scientific or other 
information and data to advise its members of possible risks and 
impacts of an activity. These experts would be selected by GMTOAC 
and funded by the Proponent. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback ID: 868.  
 
Regarding the provision of funding for the obtainment of technical advice, GMTOAC’s letter (via EJA) 
dated 15 November 2024 (Event ID 6272) implies that this technical advice has been obtained. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not consider it appropriate for funding to be sought retrospectively for 
technical advice already obtained.   
  
ConocoPhillips Australia has offered funding for additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate 
ongoing consultation and engagement required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program (Event ID 5363, 5432, 6224) and is supportive of exploring funding options for initiatives that 
are co-designed and protect cultural heritage and Nyamat Mirring. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Assertion or Concern 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with this approach. It is not clear to ConocoPhillips Australia 
that the proposed items align with the GMTOAC’s stated approach of co-design (Feedback ID: 1618).  
Further, the items do not provide guidance on the magnitude of such an undertaking in relation to the 
nature and scale of potential future activities and duplicates efforts undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Environment) Regulations (2023). This 
approach either negates or duplicates the proactive, collaborative process described under Feedback ID: 
1630 above of the Consultation Protocol whereby the "GMTOAC can advise Proponents on how to best 
communicate with the Gunditjmara, to support informed consultation and/or decision making."  

1634 6272 Relevant person suggested that GMTOAC must be resourced to 
commission an independent CIA as an alternative. 

Refer to Feedback ID: 1633. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1636 6272 The Gunditjmara community is the final authority in determining 
whether the consultation/negotiation process has been meaningful 
and completed in accordance with the provided guidelines. 

Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Environment) Regulations (2023), the independent 
expert regulator determines whether consultation has been conducted in accordance with the 
regulatory requirements for offshore projects in Australia. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Environment) Regulations (2023), the independent 
expert regulator determines whether consultation has been conducted in accordance with the 
regulatory requirements for offshore projects in Australia.    

1639 6272 The ownership of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) 
rights will remain with the relevant custodians. Proponents are 
required to respect and uphold these rights, and must obtain 
informed consent from the relevant owners and custodians if they 
propose to use ICIP. They must also respect any cultural protocols 
related to ICIP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that potential owners of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 
(ICIP) should enter into good-faith agreements for use of ICIP prior to data being collected by 
proponents to ensure there is a clear understanding of how the data may be used. There are reporting 
obligations under the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018 (Cth) that require the disclosure of 
potential finds, in addition to requirements to disclose information to NOPSEMA in the Sensitive 
Information Report of the Environment Plan. NOPSEMA provides guidance on managing culturally 
sensitive information (e.g. Policy Document No: N-04750-PL2098 A925721 - Managing gender-restricted 
information).  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that potential owners of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 
(ICIP) should enter into good-faith agreements for use of ICIP prior to data being collected by 
proponents to ensure there is a clear understanding of how the data may be used. There are reporting 
obligations under the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018 (Cth) that require the disclosure of 
potential finds, in addition to requirements to disclose information to NOPSEMA in the Sensitive 
Information Report of the Environment Plan. NOPSEMA provides guidance on managing culturally 
sensitive information (e.g. Policy Document No: N-04750-PL2098 A925721 - Managing gender-restricted 
information).  

1669 6272 The relevant organization claims that the required standard of 
consultation with itself and its members has not been met, hence it 
considers the consultation process incomplete. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 



 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

FB ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

822 2817 Relevant person provided an overview of the Gunditjmirring native title 
boundaries and the rights of the holders, stating that they are an 
administrative body and do not represent until they have received 
instructions from the Traditional Owners. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 
(GMTOAC) is the Registered Native Title Body Corporate (more commonly known as PBC) under the Native 
Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the Registered Aboriginal Corporation under the Corporations (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT). 
 
As Trustee of Gunditjmara’s Native Title, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Gunditjmara people 
and operates in accordance with their Prescribed Body Corporate’s Constitution Rule Book. 
 
The Gunditjmara’s ownership of the land was recognised in the Gunditjmara determination of March 2007. 
Joint Native Title of Crown land designated in Part B with Eastern Maar People was determined on 27 July 
2011." 

824 2817 Relevant person advised that they had no preferred consultants but 
suggested that consultation with a representative from First Peoples 
State Relations could be helpful. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia directed contact with Emma Rae at Victorian Department of Premier and 
Cabinet (First Peoples State Relations) (ORG ID: 722) on the 24/08/2023 (Event ID 3069). 

825 2817 Relevant person advised that there is a need to be aware of the 
upcoming Sea Country IPA by the GMTOAC. They mentioned that a sea 
country plan is in the works to raise community awareness about 
culturally significant sites in the region. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on the Gunditjmara Sea Country IPA Consultation Area in 
EP Section 4.8.2.7 and the Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country) Plan 2023-2033 in EP Section 4.8.3.3 
(Cultural Values and Sensitivities), and this information has been used to inform the impact and risk 
assessments through-out the EP. 

827 2817 Relevant person reiterated that PBC is not native title and advised to 
consult with specific groups as well as the Gunditjmirring and Eastern 
Maar. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia directed contact with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation (ORG ID: 16) on 
the 20/03/2023 (Event ID 664) and later directly to their CEO on the 24/05/2023 (Event ID 1331).  

828 2817 Relevant person advised that a collective approach from the petroleum 
industry is necessary and without it, consultation will not occur. 

While a collaborative/collective approach to consultation is not required under the Regulations, in 
recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips 
Australia held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting with CGG (Regia), and provided 
numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that supports deliberative 
engagement and empowers self-determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 
3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). Those opportunities have not 
been taken up by GMTOAC, and ConocoPhillips Australia has not been provided with timely and viable 
alternatives to engaging with GMTOAC until its 15 November 2024 letter (via the EJA) (Event ID 6272).  

829 2817 Relevant person advised COP and CGG to review the process used for 
listing Budi Bim as a UNESCO world heritage site. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes the process used for listing Budi Bim as a UNESCO world heritage site is not 
considered comparable in nature and scale to the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

832 2817 Relevant person reiterated their role as an administrative body and 
stated that they would need to discuss the next steps with the TO's 
following the first letter. They mentioned that a consultation process can 
be designed once they receive direction from the TO's. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 
(GMTOAC) is the Registered Native Title Body Corporate (more commonly known as PBC) under the Native 
Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the Registered Aboriginal Corporation under the Corporations (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT). 
 
As Trustee of Gunditjmara’s Native Title, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Gunditjmara people 
and operates in accordance with their Prescribed Body Corporate’s Constitution Rule Book. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises GMTOAC is subject to other relevant processes, such as those required 



FB ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT), which requires a 
minimum of 21 days' notice to be given for any general meetings." 

833 2817 Relevant person emphasized that successful consultation relies on 
understanding the sovereign rights of TO's and equal collaboration. They 
advocated for a partnership model and warned against a superficial 
approach. They stressed the need for alignment on goals and methods. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its attempts to consult with the GMTOAC, which it 
regards as going above and beyond what would be deemed a practicable and reasonable discharge of its 
obligation to provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for GMTOAC and Gunditjmara People 
to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed EP activity on the 
communally held interests of GMTOAC and the Gunditjamara people.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in detail 
in Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation, was appropriate and adapted, on a 
case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics and interests of 
relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, including Gunditjmara.  
 
In the instance of consultation with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately 
adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing standing offers to meet 
on Country at any time and to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, by offering to fund 
additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement 
required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). This offer of 
additional funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 
October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or 
additional resources for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology of consultation with First Nations Peoples, as detailed in the EP at 
Appendix C3 is guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP, 
2009), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through their nominated 
representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative institutions”), and the functions 
designated for prescribed body corporates to represent ‘communal’ interests under the Native Title Act 
1993 (Cth). 
  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with First Nations Peoples is also underpinned by the IAP2 public 
participation core values, as described in the EP at 3.2 Consultation Framework, and the principles of 
respectful and effective consultation with First Nations Peoples, including the foundational right of self-
determination (Article 3) outlined in the Australian Human Rights Commission Community Guide to the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (endorsed by the National Congress of Australia’s First 
Peoples)." 

834 2817 Relevant person advised that a silica/sand mine in Iluka underwent a 
significant process in 12-24 months and faced some issues, but fewer 
than other similar cases. 

Noted.  

835 2817 Relevant person requested a follow-up from ConocoPhillips Australia in 
August 2023. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia followed up with the GMTOAC on via telephone, mail, and email on 
thirteen separate occasions between August 2023 and September 20, 2023 (Event IDs: 2826, 2842, 3050, 
3087, 3181, 3265, 3363, 3806, 3379, 4918, 3434, 3436, and 5064) to continue the meaningful dialogue. 

836 5063 "COPA learned about the spiritual significance of Budj Bim, the concept 
of 'Country', the visual and spiritual connection with Deen Maar, the 
Dreaming story of their ancestral creator, Bunjil, and the significance of 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Budj Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous Protected 
Areas), 4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural Heritage and Landscapes) and has evaluated this site for a cause-effect 
pathway in Section 4.8.4.  Information on Deen Maar has been included in EP Sections 4.8.2.1 (Native Title), 



FB ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

Tae Rak and the migration of Kooyang during a tour of Budj Bim. 
" 

4.8.2.2 (Victorian Registered Aboriginal Parties and the Aboriginal Heritage Register), 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous 
Protected Areas) and 4.8.3.2 (Sea Country Values), information on eels (kooyang) has been included in EP 
Section 4.8.3.2 (Sea Country Values), and this information has been used to inform the impact and risk 
assessments through-out the EP.  

838 3831 "The CEO clarified that under the Native Title Act, they and their staff are 
not the decision makers. Information needs to be compiled and 
presented at a meeting of the native title holders. The CEO mentioned 
that the next meeting is in October 2023 and they will investigate the 
opportunity to present. If not possible in October, the presentation 
might be moved to November. CEO provided direct contact details. 
" 

"Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation (GMTOAC) is the Registered Native Title Body Corporate (more commonly known as PBC) 
under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the Registered Aboriginal Corporation under the Corporations 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT). 
 
As Trustee of Gunditjmara’s Native Title, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Gunditjmara people 
and operates in accordance with their Prescribed Body Corporate’s Constitution Rule Book. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises GMTOAC is subject to other relevant processes, such as those required 
under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT), which requires a 
minimum of 21 days' notice to be given for any general meetings. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the possibility of presenting information on the proposed offshore 
drilling program at an upcoming meeting and would await a further response (Event ID 3769)." 

839 3768 "Relevant person advised that the process for engagement with rights 
holders involves delivering specific content to them in a native title 
meeting. 
" 

ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the possibility of presenting information on the proposed offshore 
drilling program at an upcoming meeting and would await a further response (Event ID 3769).  

840 3768 Relevant person advised that staff are not decision makers and cannot 
engage in decisions that legally fall within their remit, due to the native 
title act and their status as rights holders. 

"Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation (GMTOAC) is the Registered Native Title Body Corporate (more commonly known as PBC) 
under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the Registered Aboriginal Corporation under the Corporations 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT). 
 
As Trustee of Gunditjmara’s Native Title, GMTOAC administers land on behalf of the Gunditjmara people 
and operates in accordance with their Prescribed Body Corporate’s Constitution Rule Book. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises GMTOAC is subject to other relevant processes, such as those required 
under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Act) 2006 (CATSI ACT), which requires a 
minimum of 21 days' notice to be given for any general meetings." 

841 3768 Relevant person stated that they have communicated with staff to 
determine the possibility of a joint presentation with another proponent 
who has already secured a place on the agenda. They will follow up soon 
to decide the next steps. 

ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the possibility of presenting information on the proposed offshore 
drilling program at an upcoming meeting and would await a further response (Event ID 3769). 

843 4885 Relevant person advised that COP were able to book a timeslot to speak 
with GMOTAC on 17th February 2024 online or in person. To support the 
relevant person to run the consultation day, the heritage team at First 
People State Relations would be present. It was advised that additional 
information and questions to be answered in the presentation would be 
provided shortly.  

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the opportunity to present to GMOTAC and the Gunditjmara 
community on 17 February 2024 (Event ID 4888, 4892, and 4897). 



FB ID Related 
Event ID 
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845 4975 Relevant Person advised that they are in the process of finalising the 
agenda and details for the consultation day and have received 
confirmation from all proponents interested in participating. They 
confirmed the date, location, and time. 
The Relevant Person advised that COP would be given a timeslot and 
some structured questions to answer which will be provided soon. 
The Relevant Person noted that they would send out fee and payment 
information shortly. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and noted the information provided (Event ID 4978). 

846 4980 Relevant person advised that COP were welcome to stay for the day up 
until a closed session after the presentations.  

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and noted the information provided (Event ID 4981). 

847 4990 Relevant Person provided updated information that COP would only be 
able to be present for their allotted time. It was advised that additional 
communications would be provided shortly.  

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and noted the information provided (Event ID 4997). 

848 4998 "Relevant Persons advised that they are looking forward to the 
presentation by COP on 17 February. It was advised that COP have a 45 
minute presentation at 3PM which is inclusive of time for questions and 
reflections. COP was asked to address the following: 
1. What the Otway project is 
2. What stage the project is up to 
3. How the Gunditjmara sea country is likely to be impacted by the 
project 
4. How COP have planned to protect the Gunditjmara cultural values 
5. COP's understanding of good consultation with Gunditjmara 
 
The location and attendance was confirmed. 
 
It was confirmed that COP would only be able to attend their session." 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and noted the information provided and welcomed the opportunity 
to present to GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara community at Consultation Day on 17 February 2024 (Event ID 
5000). 

849 5068 Relevant Person thanked COP for their participation in the Consultation 
Day. The final agenda confirming the timeslot was provided along with a 
teams link for online staff participating. COP was asked to distribute the 
link to team members. COP was asked to provide a PowerPoint 
presentation on a USB as the presentation would be required to be 
loaded to the Relevant Person's laptop so that it would be available to 
those online. Relevant Person confirmed that a staff member could 
control the slides during the presentation. A contact person and phone 
number was provided. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and notes the information provided. 

860, 
877, 
894, 
904, 916, 
944 

5218 The Relevant Person is represented by Environmental Justice Australia 
(EJA). 

Noted. 

931 5433 Relevant person states that Traditional Owners should control and lead 
programs designed, adopted or implemented for the purposes of 
protecting Aboriginal cultural heritage. They state that this is consistent 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and respects GMTOAC’s stated position that any program designed, 
adopted, or implemented for the protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage must be entirely controlled and 
led by Traditional Owners. The GMTOAC also asserts in the Introduction of the Nyamat Mirring Plan, that 
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with their introduction to their Nyamat Mirring Plan. They state that 
commitment and support of all parties that share Gunditjmara Country 
is required to implement the plan.  

the Plan serves a conversation starter, to facilitate respectful, beneficial partnerships. ConocoPhillips 
Australia is dedicated to fostering a genuine and reciprocal long-term relationship with the Gunditjmara 
people, based on agreement-making and a partnership where genuine collaboration can develop through 
an honest and open process of negotiation (Event ID 5113). 
 
Since March 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged in extensive consultation efforts with GMTOAC, 
aiming to establish a meaningful, long-term relationship with the Gunditjmara community. ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the Nyamat Mirring Plan 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. Within the EP we have demonstrated 
that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably 
practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural values and sensitivities, 
including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and performance standards 
that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management Plan and the Light 
Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides control measure specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to participate 
in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural values and 
sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 5187). 

932 5433 Relevant person states the purpose of the Nyamat Mirring Plan is to heal 
Nyamat Mirring by facilitating partnerships which are respectful, 
beneficial and supportive to Gunditjmara. They state that the plan 
outlines Gunditjmara's concerns about pressure on Nyamat Mirring and 
provides a way for Gunditjmara to contribute to healing through goals, 
objectives and actions. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural features based on communally-held values such 
as those detailed in Country and Sea Country Plans like the Nyamat Mirring Plan, as detailed in EP Section 
4.8, namely Table 4-1 (Cultural features identified in Country and Sea Country Plans). This information has 
provided valuable input into the impact and risk assessments documented in EP Chapters 6 and 7, and the 
cumulative impact assessment documented in EP Chapter 8. 

941 5467 Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) acts for Gunditj Mirring Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal Corporation (GMTOAC) in matters concerning 
consultation for offshore petroleum activities and projects which may 
impact upon Gunditjmara Sea Country. 

Noted. 

964 6178 Relevant person confirms that to date ConocoPhillips has met in person 
with program staff at GMTOAC on 30 May 2023 in relation to the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, and 896. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has actively engaged early and often with GMTOAC, since March 2023, in 
accordance with the principles of “engaging with First Nations people and communities respectfully and 
effectively”. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on GMTOAC's preferred method of consultation 
multiple times, including:  
• Email on 20 March 2023: outlines a consultation process we are proposing to undertake and invites 
GMTOAC to provide feedback on this process (Event ID: 663)  
• Email on 11 April 2023: invitation to meet to discuss how we consult with the Gunditjmara people (Event 
ID: 880)  
• Email invitations to community information session on 13 April 2023: communicated that GMTOAC can 
provide feedback on all aspects of the proposed activity (Event IDs: 891 & , 934) 
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• Emails on 8 May 2023: welcomes suggestions from GMTOAC on the best way to learn about the 
Gunditjmara people and how we approach appropriate consultation (Event ID: 2564). 
• Email 24 May 2023: invitation to set-up a time to brief GMTOAC on the proposed activity and discuss how 
they would like to be consulted (Event ID: 1325). 
• In-person meeting 30 May 2023: Asked is there a preferred way we should consult? Are there preferred 
consultants that we can use? (Event ID: 2817) 
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia first met with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), 
ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC “to ensure the voice of 
Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan”.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation 
process that supports deliberative engagement and empowers self-determination and community 
decision-making (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 
5432, 5477). Those opportunities have not been taken up by GMTOAC, and ConocoPhillips Australia has 
not been provided with timely and viable alternatives to engaging with GMTOAC (until its 15 November 
2024 letter (via the EJA) (Event ID 6272)). 
 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia respected the feedback provided by the GMTOAC that ConocoPhillips Australia 
should reengage in consultation in August 2023 (Event ID: 2817). Recommencing in August 2023, as 
requested, ConocoPhillips Australia made extensive efforts to consult with GMTOAC to further inform the 
description of cultural features in the environment that may be affected by the proposed activity and the 
assessment of impacts and risks to these features and their associated values and sensitivities in the 
preparation of the Environment Plan. These efforts included multiple communication methods including 
direct emails, in-person meetings, invitations to attend webinars, invitations to attend community 
information sessions, phone calls, campaign emails, text messages, and an on-Country tour. In addition, 
ConocoPhillips Australia invited both specific individuals and the public, including Traditional Owners, to 
share environmental knowledge to improve the predictive quality of the impact and risk assessments.   
 
On 21 September, ConocoPhillips Australia was advised by GMTOAC that another proponent had secured a 
place on the agenda of their October Native Title meeting and that they (the GMTOAC) would see if it was 
possible for ConocoPhillips Australia to also present and would be in touch (Event ID: 3769). ConocoPhillips 
Australia followed up on 27 September 2023, however no response was received (Event ID: 4186).  
 
Before submission of the EP for public comment on 9 November 2023, there had been 35 interactions with 
the GMTOAC.  Of these, 30 were outgoing communications from ConocoPhillips Australia to the GMTOAC 
and 1 was an in-person meeting.  Only 4 incoming communications were received from the GMTOAC 
during this time. Further, 176 days had lapsed following the provision of information about the activity that 
was tailored, readily accessible and appropriate to allow the GMTOAC to make an informed assessment of 
the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities.   

970 5546 Environmental Justice Australia (EJA) acts for Gunditj Mirring Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal Corporation (GMTOAC) regarding consultation on 

Noted. 
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offshore petroleum activities which may impact Gunditjmara Sea 
Country. 

993 6180 Relevant person notes a working draft of the Consultation Protocol was 
approved on 5 July 2024 by the board.  

ConocoPhillips Australia notes that they received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
(Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, ~18 months (531 days) since the first reference to GMTOAC seeking 
direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days 
since the notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided.   

995 6180 Relevant person has been advised that the Consultation Protocol should 
not be shared with any proponents or NOPSEMA. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes they received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event 
ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, ~18 months (531 days) since the first reference to GMTOAC seeking 
direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), and 235 days 
since the notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) that a consultation plan would be provided. 

997 6180 Relevant person informs that at the May board a paper was provided 
giving an update on offshore gas proposals.  

Noted. 

998 6180 Since the May meeting, EJA have continued to provide support to the 
relevant person by responding to correspondence from offshore 
proponents.  

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and notes that on 21 March 2024 it was advised that Environmental 
Justice Australia (EJA) acts for GMTOAC for all matters relating to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
(Event ID: 5218). 

1001 6180 Lawyers at EJA are briefing counsel regarding advice on prospective 
litigation.  

Noted 

1002 6180 Relevant person advisesthat legal action should only be a consideration 
if the EP be approved by NOPSEMA without consultation with 
Gunditjmara occurring.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and the 
Gunditjmara People in accordance with Reg 25(1)(d) by providing GMTOAC, who hold the native title on 
behalf of Gunditjmara People, and through this conduit, the Gunditjmara Native Title holders, with sufficient 
information [Reg 25(2)] and a reasonable period [Reg 25(3)] to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their communally-held functions, interests or activities, up to and 
including the public comment period from 9 November to 18 December 2023.  
 
A detailed report of consultation opportunities from March 2023 until the close of the public comment 
period on 18 December 2023 (a period of 202 days) is provided at Feedback ID 866. GMTOAC had 176 days 
with sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
the functions, interests, or activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC members prior to initial submission for 
public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its attempts to consult with the GMTOAC, which it 
regards as going above and beyond what would be deemed a practicable and reasonable discharge of its 
obligation to provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for GMTOAC and Gunditjmara People 
to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed EP activity on the 
communally held interests of GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people." 

1003 6180 Relevant person advises that NOPSEMA have scheduled a meeting with 
them, EMAC, and GLaWAC on 15 August 2024 to discuss technical 
information sessions, offshore petroleum consultation (current issues 
and feedback, current regulations), and offshore renewables. They state 
that this will also be used to discuss the consultation burden and power 
imbalance when dealing with petroleum proponents. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in 
detail in the Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation, was appropriate and 
adapted, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics and 
interests of relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, including 
Gunditjmara. 
 
In the instance of consultation with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately 
adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing standing offers to meet 
on Country at any time and to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, by offering to fund 
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additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement 
required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). This offer of 
additional funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 
October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or 
additional resources for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology of consultation with First Nations Peoples, as detailed in the EP at 
Appendix C3 is guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP, 
2009), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through their nominated 
representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative institutions”), and the functions 
designated for prescribed body corporates to represent ‘communal’ interests under Native Title Act 1993 
(Cth).  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with First Nations Peoples is also underpinned by the IAP2 public 
participation core values, as described in the EP at 3.2 Consultation Framework, and the principles of 
respectful and effective consultation with First Nations Peoples, including the foundational right of self-
determination (Article 3) outlined in the Australian Human Rights Commission Community Guide to the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (endorsed by the National Congress of Australia’s First 
Peoples). " 

1004 6180 Representatives at this meeting have not been nominated by the 
relevant person.  

Noted. 

1586 6272 Relevant person stated that the Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners 
Aboriginal Corporation's protocols serve as a guide for discussions 
between the corporation, Gunditjmara Native Title Holders and 
proponents regarding consultation and negotiation procedures. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to previous responses in Feedback IDs 864 and 866 regarding consultation 
in preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1587 6272 Relevant person stated that the protocols will help proponents to consult 
with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara in a respectful and meaningful manner. 

ConocoPhillips Australia have provided GMTOAC and GMTOAC members with many opportunities over a 
period of 7 months prior to initial EP submission to voluntarily participate in the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also extended its consultation timeframe for an additional month. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided GMTOAC and GMTOAC members with a reasonable opportunity to instruct 
ConocoPhillips Australia on their preferred consultation plan, provide input into the preparation of the EP, 
review the measures adopted to protect cultural values and sensitives, and meaningfully engage with 
ConocoPhillips Australia 
As demonstrated by the previous response to Feedback ID 866 and 867, ConocoPhillips Australia considers 
it has demonstrated a more than ‘practicable and reasonable’ discharge of its obligation, having provided 
sufficient information and a reasonable period to relevant persons, including GMTOAC, to participate in the 
environmental planning and consultation process.  
ConocoPhillips Australia notes the choice of GMTOAC to delay their substantive participation in genuine 
and meaningful two-way dialogue for 18 months (as at November 2024), until the GMTOAC's consultation 
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plan is provided to titleholders (which was received on 11 November 2024 (see Event ID 6259). 
ConocoPhillips Australia further notes that GMTOAC’s decision to delay its participation does not invalidate 
the consultation process that ConocoPhillips Australia has completed to date, because “Titleholders must 
make reasonable efforts to consult with relevant persons, but the regulations do not require them to get a 
response to their requests” (NOPSEMA: Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans).  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1588 6272 Relevant person stated that GMTOAC and Gunditjmara will only engage 
in consultation or negotiation with prospective proponents if they meet 
certain criteria within their protocols. 

The Consultation Protocol provides that GMTOAC will only enter consultation with prospective proponents 
if they meet "criteria" therein (page 1).  However, ConocoPhillips Australia cannot identify the criteria 
referred to. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response in Feedback ID 866 and above regarding 
consultation in preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
The Consultation Protocol provides that GMTOAC will only enter consultation with prospective proponents 
if they meet "criteria" therein (page 1).  However, ConocoPhillips Australia cannot identify the criteria 
referred to.   

1589 6272 The Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 
(GMTOAC) has established protocols that outline the standards and 
expectations for consultation and negotiation regarding activities on 
Gunditjmara Mirring (Country). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas, nor 
Gunditjmara coastal Country (which includes the land and water from Bocara (Glenelg River) in the West to 
the Hopkins River in the East, and extends out to sea into Discovery Bay, Portland Bay surrounding Deen 
Maar Island (GMTOAC 2023)).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia understands that Gunditjmara Mirring (Country) also incorporates Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country) which may extend into offshore waters and have undertaken to consult with the GMTOAC on 
cultural features and associated values and sensitivities within the broader EMBA, as extensively described 
in EP Appendix C1 - Consultation Summary. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1590 6272 The Protocols serve as a starting point for discussions between relevant 
parties about the conduct of consultations/negotiations and will form 
the basis for any agreement between them. By outlining their needs and 
expectations, the relevant parties aim to enhance understanding of their 
relationship to their Mirring, and their responsibilities and obligations to 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 866, and 867 regarding 
consultation in preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan, and Feedback ID 
1587 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
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protect and care for their Mirring in accordance with their traditional 
lores and customs. 

Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1591 6272 A proponent is defined as an individual or group seeking to undertake a 
relevant development, use, or extractive activity on Gunditjmara land 
and sea Mirring, or has potential impacts on it. This includes direct or 
indirect effects on the native flora and fauna from activities outside its 
boundaries. Activities can also include offshore or onshore energy 
projects. 

Noted 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1592 6272 The Protocols contain key principles and processes for meaningful 
consultation with the Gunditjmara, in line with the principle of Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent (FPIC). These principles aim to establish 
sustainable, respectful relationships and support culturally safe 
engagement that meets each party's goals and legal and cultural 
obligations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers its previous responses in Feedback IDs 833, 837, and 864 regarding 
consultation in preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1593 6272 Relevant person stated that the principles outlined in the document are 
not exhaustive but are intended to guide discussions on how to proceed 
with consultations/negotiations. 

Noted 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1594 6272 The document is informed by and should be read in conjunction with 
various resources including the GMTOAC website, rule book, several 
GMTOAC plans and guidelines, works by Jessica K Weir and Gunditjmara 
People, resources from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies, First Nations Clean Energy Network, Victoria State 
Government, Clean Energy Council, NOPSEMA, Dhawura Ngilan 
Business and Investor Initiative, and the Department of Energy, 
Environment and Climate Action. 

Noted. The Consultation Protocol provides that it should be read along with various documents, including 
GMTOAC's Cultural Values Assessment Guidelines 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia is not aware it has access 
to this document. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted. The Consultation Protocol provides that it should be read along with various documents, including 
GMTOAC's Cultural Values Assessment Guidelines 2022.  ConocoPhillips Australia is not aware it has access 
to this document. 

1595 6272 Gunditjmara Mirring (Country) is a complex, connected landscape 
incorporating four Mirring; Wooroowarook Mirring (Forest Country), 
Bocara Wooroowarook Mirring (River Forest Country), Tungatt Mirring 
(Stone Country) and Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country), each with their own 
unique values, stories and ecological systems connected to the 
Gunditjmara. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 1589 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation.  

1596 6272 The Gunditjmara are the first peoples for Mirring, located in far south-
western Victoria, bordered by various rivers and extending out to sea. 
The Gunditjmara Mirring area includes volcanic plains, coastline, Nyamat 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 1589. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
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Mirring, limestone caves, forests and rivers, all of which are part of a 
continuous, connected landscape. 

 
Noted for ongoing consultation.  

1597 6272 Relevant person indicated that the extent of Nyamat Mirring, as shown 
in Map 1, is indicative only and does not fully represent its 
interconnectedness with the rest of Gunditjmara Mirring and its full 
extent both inland and out to sea. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 1589. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC have been identified as relevant persons in 
relation to communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea country, in accordance with 
Gunditjmara tradition, culture and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified and extensively assessed the impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the EP, including tangible and intangible cultural values, 
supported by relevant and reliable information. Within the EP ConocoPhillips Australia has demonstrated 
that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably 
practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural values and sensitivities, 
including Sea Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and performance standards 
that protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management Plan and the Light 
Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program provides a control measure specific to the protection 
of underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has invited the Gunditjmara community to 
participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to enhance protection of cultural 
values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 5432, 5113, 
5187). 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia understands that Gunditjmara Mirring (Country) also incorporates Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country) which may extend into offshore waters.  ConocoPhillips Australia will continue its 
commitment to the protection of cultural values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, throughout the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program, and welcome a conversation to discuss this further through GMTOAC’s 
participation in ongoing consultation for the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 

1598 6272 The Gunditjmara's authority to represent and care for their Mirring 
comes from their traditional lores, customs, and knowledge, which have 
been passed down through generations since time immemorial. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 4 (above). 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1599 6272 The Gunditjmara's rights as Traditional Owners were recognized in the 
High Court's decision in Onus v Alcoa of Australia Ltd. and they received 
formal recognition under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 and the 
Native Title Act 1993. GMTOAC represents the Gunditjmara as a 
Registered Aboriginal Party and the Registered Native Title Body 
Corporate for the Gunditjmara native title determinations. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas. 
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1600 6272 Relevant person stated that the GMTOAC Registered Aboriginal Party 
(RAP) area, as shown in Map 2, does not accurately represent the extent 
of Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 1589 and 1597. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1601 6272 Relevant person stated that the protocols cover all Gunditjmara Mirring, 
including Nyamat Mirring, as defined above and managed by GMTOAC. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 1589 and 1597. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1602 6272 Relevant person stated that Gunditjmara cultural values encompass 
various aspects including Ceremony/Obligation, 
Skin/Totems/Kin/Relationships, Law/Lore/Learning, 
Wurrung/Communication and Mirring. These values can include creation 
stories, ceremonial sites, landscape features, living places, water sources, 
ecological systems, family stories, cultural practices, and historical events, 
among others, as per GMTOAC’s Cultural Values Assessment Guidelines. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 1589. 
 
The Consultation Protocol provides that it should be read along with various documents, including 
GMTOAC's Cultural Values Assessment Guidelines 2022.  ConocoPhillips Australia is not aware it has access 
to this document. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess and consult on impacts and risks to cultural features and 
associated values and sensitivities within the broader EMBA, as extensively described in EP Appendix C1 - 
Consultation Summary.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. The Consultation Protocol provides that it should be read along with various 
documents, including GMTOAC's Cultural Values Assessment Guidelines 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia is 
not aware it has access to this document. 

1603 6272 Relevant person stated that consideration of Gunditjmara cultural values 
requires engagement with the relevant Gunditjmara cultural knowledge 
holders early in any consultation/negotiation. GMTOAC is the first point 
of contact to identify these individuals. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC and as per the 
consultation methodology wherein ConocoPhillips Australia provided an extended reasonable period with 
sufficient information (EP Section 3.6.1); and Feedback ID: 866 which demonstrates the lengths that 
ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a reasonable opportunity to participate in 
consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 
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1604 6272 All consultation/negotiation must adhere to the principles of the 
Gunditjmara Mirring, which include their lore, customs, and beliefs. 
These principles are informed by Gunditjmara decision-making protocols 
and best practice standards to ensure cultural obligations are met. 
Decisions have intergenerational impacts and must respect these 
principles. 

Impacts to cultural heritage are assessed in the EP in accordance with the requirements of the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Impacts to cultural heritage must be assessed in accordance with the requirements of the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1605 6272 The Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) framework recognizes and 
respects the decision-making role of Gunditjmara, supporting 
meaningful participation and informed decision-making for sustainable 
outcomes. Any engagement with the Gunditjmara must adhere to FPIC 
as a minimum standard, which can lead to greater certainty, lower costs, 
and reduced risk of legal challenges. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 837, 864, 912, 921, 978. Although 
consent is not a requirement of consultation under the Regulations, ConocoPhillips Australia endeavoured 
to align with the principles of Free and Prior Informed Consent throughout its consultation process. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 837, 864, 912, 921, 978. 
ConocoPhillips Australia endeavoured to align with the principles of Free and Prior Informed Consent 
throughout its consultation process. This alignment is further demonstrated with our commitment to 
meaningful engagement into the long-term through the Cultural Heritage Protection Program.   

1606 6272 Relevant person emphasized the importance of mutual respect in the 
consultation/negotiation process with Gunditjmara. They highlighted the 
need for respect of Gunditjmara cultural values and protocols, and 
sufficient time for Gunditjmara to understand and consult on any 
proposal. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that it has demonstrated its commitment to respectful, considered, and 
meaningful two-way dialogue, as demonstrated in the record of adapted and appropriate consultation 
provided at Feedback ID 864. ConocoPhillips Australia provided broad concessions to the reasonable 
period to allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  See Feedback IDs 910, 981, 901.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1607 6272 The text emphasizes the importance of equal relationship building 
between Gunditjmara and proponents. It states that understanding 
Gunditjmara comes through consultation and meaningful engagement, 
which helps build trust and mutual respect. Recognizing and embracing 
Gunditjmara's views, opinions, and cultural values is crucial for a stronger 
outcome. This process requires proponents to be willing and flexible to 
genuinely listen to Gunditjmara during consultations/negotiations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 833, 866, 867, 874, 875, 931, and 
978. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 



FB ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1609 6272 The RP emphasizes the importance of accommodating Gunditjmara and 
Gunditjmara Mirring to maintain a strong relationship with the 
Gunditjmara. It is essential to recognize their prior possession and 
occupation of Gunditjmara Mirring, their sovereign right to Mirring and 
identity, which they have maintained for thousands of years. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 822 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1610 6272 Relevant person stated that Gunditjmara have a spiritual connection to 
Mirring and are its voice. It is expected that through engagement with 
Gunditjmara cultural knowledge holders, proponents will consider their 
cultural values and understand the importance of Mirring and culture. 
Lack of understanding can limit the value of consultation/negotiation. 

Noted.  ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 1589 and 1597. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable. 

1611 6272 Relevant person stated that through GMTOAC, Gunditjmara ensures 
their cultural obligations and responsibilities are upheld and recognized 
for the protection and management of Mirring, the promotion, 
protection, and management of Gunditjmara cultural heritage, and 
respect to their ancestors and Elders. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feeback IDs: 822, 832. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noting that ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its obligation to consult with GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people in accordance with Regulation 25(1)(d), to meet GMTOAC's and the Gunditjmara 
people's expectations only, ConocoPhillips Australia's desire is to progress ongoing consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara people in accordance with the Consultation Protocol to the extent 
reasonably practicable.  

1612 6272 The board governing GMTOAC is descended from the Gunditjmara 
Apical Ancestors, including individuals from the Alberts, Arden, Winter, 
Gorrie, King, Lancaster, Lovett, McKinnon, Saunders, Rose, Sutton, Taylor, 
and Winter families. 

Noted. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1613 6272 Relevant person stated that GMTOAC is authorized by its members and 
the Gunditjmara native title holders to carry out its functions and 
responsibilities. They engage formally through GMTOAC general and 
native title meetings. However, irregular meetings and limited 
participation capacity of some native title holders could potentially 
extend the consultation process. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 822, 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1614 6272 Relevant person stated that GMTOAC is responsible for decisions related 
to operational and cultural heritage matters, in line with its statutory 

Noted, ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 822. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
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obligations under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) 
Act 2006 and Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. 

 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1615 6272 The decision-making authority for native title related matters lies with 
the native title holders. The Registered Native Title Body Corporate 
(RNTBC) has statutory obligations under the Native Title Act 1993 and 
Native Title Regulations 1999 to consult with and obtain consent from 
the Gunditjmara native title holders regarding decisions that affect their 
rights and interests. The RNTBC also liaises with its members on broader 
matters related to Gunditjmara Mirring, including offshore petroleum 
matters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 838. ConocoPhillips Australia is not 
proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas. 

1616 6272 Relevant person expressed Gunditjmara's desire to work with 
governments and proponents to establish a consultation process that 
protects Mirring and shares benefits from developments on their lands 
and waters. They emphasized the importance of early and ongoing 
engagement to enable informed decision-making and sustainable 
outcomes, and to reduce the risk of legal challenges and delays. They 
also noted that Gunditjmara's interests in Mirring are communal and 
consultation must be direct. Given appropriate timelines and resources, 
GMTOAC can assist in facilitating this process. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs: 863, 865, 66, 869, 874. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1617 6272 Relevant person stated that more information about GMTOAC's 
objectives and powers can be found in the GMTOAC Rule Book. 

Noted. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1618 6272 Relevant person discussed the Gunditjmara's preference for co-
designing a process in line with their protocols for 
consultation/negotiation. This process would cover various matters 
including timeframes, costs, dispute resolution, confidentiality, and 
intellectual property. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 833. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1619 6272 Relevant person stated that the Gunditjmara require comprehensive and 
timely information about the activity to determine their involvement in 
the consultation/negotiations. This includes initial meetings between the 
proponent and Gunditjmara to establish a relationship and process 
before the start of substantive issue discussions. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 
866 which demonstrates the lengths that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1620 6272 The Proponent is advised to respect GMTOAC’s internal governance 
processes by engaging early to save time and prevent difficulties. They 
must understand GMTOAC's needs for sufficient endorsement from 
Gunditjmara regarding consultation/negotiation requests. Adequate 
time should be allowed for GMTOAC to process information, coordinate 
with its members and the Gunditjmara native title holders, and develop a 
response. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 
866 which demonstrates the lengths that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
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Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1621 6272 The relevant person must acknowledge and understand the complexity 
of Gunditjmara governance and allow sufficient time for meaningful 
consultation/negotiation. They must also set realistic timeframes in their 
management process to allow GMTOAC to engage with its community 
and board. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 
866 which demonstrates the lengths that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1622 6272 Relevant person stated that consultation may take time depending on 
the complexity of the activity and the number of concurrent activities. 
Timeframes will vary based on factors such as internal resourcing and 
technical specialisation required. It was also mentioned that it may be 
unrealistic to expect meaningful consultation to occur within weeks or 
months of the process commencing. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 
866 which demonstrates the lengths that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1623 6272 Relevant person emphasized the importance of contacting GMTOAC at 
the start of activity planning and design, and settling an appropriate 
timeframe, considering that Gunditjmara have other obligations and are 
often engaged with family and other undertakings. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 
866 which demonstrates the lengths that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. 
 
In the instance of consultation with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately 
adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing a standing offer to meet 
on Country at any time, to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, the offer to fund 
additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement 
required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1624 6272 Relevant person stated that proponents should be aware that multiple, 
concurrent activities proposed to occur on or with risk of impacting 
upon Gunditjmara Mirring, will affect consultation timeframes. They may 
need to stagger or coordinate consultation and prioritize the timing for 
each proposal. 

In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips 
Australia held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting with CGG (Regia), and provided 
numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that supports deliberative 
engagement and empowers self-determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 
3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). Despite this information 
being sought by ConocoPhillips Australia, those opportunities were not taken up by GMTOAC, and 
ConocoPhillips Australia was not provided with timely and viable alternatives to engaging with GMTOAC 
during the preparation of the EP, until the 15 November 2024 letter from the EJA (Event ID 6272).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional funding was 
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reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 
6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional resources for 
the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1625 6272 Relevant person stated that "Sorry Business", a period of loss, mourning, 
and reflection, will always take precedence over other commitments, 
regardless of their importance or urgency. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and respects Sorry Business. ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its 
previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to 
commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 866 which demonstrates the lengths 
that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a reasonable opportunity to participate in 
consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and respects Sorry Business. Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1626 6272 The Gunditjmara are crucial in decision-making processes regarding 
activities on Gunditjmara Mirring. The decision-making procedures can 
differ based on the activity and its statutory or policy trigger. 

EP acceptance for offshore petroleum activities occurs in accordance with the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
EP acceptance for offshore petroleum activities occurs in accordance with the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to establishing a genuine and reciprocal long-term relationship 
with the Gunditjmara people based on agreement-making and a partnership where genuine collaboration 
can develop and flow through an honest and open process of negotiation.  

1627 6272 Relevant person expects a decision-making process to be established 
early between GMTOAC and the Proponent. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID: 863 which demonstrates how 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to commence consultation early with the GMTOAC; and Feedback ID: 
866 which demonstrates the lengths that ConocoPhillips Australia went to, to afford the GMTOAC a 
reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1628 6272 Decisions impacting native title rights and interests are made by the 
Gunditjmara Native Title Holders at their regular meetings. Proponents 
are expected to negotiate directly with them at these meetings and pay 
an attendance fee as per the relevant GMTOAC fee schedule. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake activities on Gunditjmara Native Title areas. 

1629 6272 Relevant person stated that the Proponent is expected to work with 
GMTOAC to issue information in non-technical plain language. However, 
this does not lessen the Proponent's obligation to provide 
comprehensive information about their activity and its potential impacts. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has provided GMTOAC with information in multiple formats, to ensure it was 
comprehensible and accessible to all levels of proficiency. This includes in the format of plain language by 
the meeting in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), spoken word webinars (recordings available to be accessed after 
the live event), multiple Information Sheets (Event IDs 663, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3265, 3379, 4846, 4879, 5155, 
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5199, 5210, and 5247), the PEIRA which was provided in 17 May 2023 (Event ID 1205), and the EP Summary 
provided in 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879).  In addition, detailed information was made available in the 
draft EP (Section 4.4 and 4.8, and throughout Chapters 6 and 7) since August 2023.  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1630 6272 Relevant person stated that all communications, including information 
about prospective activities, must be in plain English. GMTOAC can 
advise on the best ways to communicate with the Gunditjmara. However, 
the timing of this advice may be affected by the number of concurrent 
activities proposed and demands on GMTOAC and Gunditjmara time. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs: 1623 and 1629. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1637 6272 Relevant person emphasized that Gunditjmara values privacy and 
confidentiality. They stated that certain cultural values related to 
Gunditjmara Mirring will not be openly shared and should be 
acknowledged and handled as per Gunditjmara guidance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has requested that the GMTOAC ensure sensitive information is marked as such on 
multiple occasions (Event IDs: 5363, 5412, 5477, 6224). 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1638 6272 Relevant person stated that if cultural values are shared, it is expected 
that proponents will be guided by GMTOAC on how to appropriately use 
and store this information, knowledge, and expertise. 

Refer to Feedback ID: 1637. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1639 6272 The ownership of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) 
rights will remain with the relevant custodians. Proponents are required 
to respect and uphold these rights, and must obtain informed consent 
from the relevant owners and custodians if they propose to use ICIP. 
They must also respect any cultural protocols related to ICIP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that potential owners of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 
(ICIP) should enter into good-faith agreements for use of ICIP prior to data being collected by proponents 
to ensure there is a clear understanding of how the data may be used. There are reporting obligations 
under the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018 (Cth) that require the disclosure of potential finds, in 
addition to requirements to disclose information to NOPSEMA in the Sensitive Information Report of the 
Environment Plan. NOPSEMA provides guidance on managing culturally sensitive information (e.g. Policy 
Document No: N-04750-PL2098 A925721 - Managing gender-restricted information).  
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that potential owners of Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property 
(ICIP) should enter into good-faith agreements for use of ICIP prior to data being collected by proponents 
to ensure there is a clear understanding of how the data may be used. There are reporting obligations 
under the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018 (Cth) that require the disclosure of potential finds, in 
addition to requirements to disclose information to NOPSEMA in the Sensitive Information Report of the 
Environment Plan. NOPSEMA provides guidance on managing culturally sensitive information (e.g. Policy 
Document No: N-04750-PL2098 A925721 - Managing gender-restricted information).  

1640 6272 Relevant person stated that Gunditjmara lacks sufficient funding to 
participate in all consultations/negotiations due to various competing 
priorities. 

See Feedback ID: 823, ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as 
practical feasibility and ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to 
cultural heritage management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional 
funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 
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2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional 
resources for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1641 6272 Relevant person stated that funding and other support from the 
Proponent is necessary for genuine consultation/negotiation and to 
allow GMTOAC to engage in a timely and informed manner with 
Gunditjmara and the Proponent. This may include costs for 
administration, travel, meetings, accommodation, IT and audio-visual 
recording, legal and technical advice, cultural values assessments, CIAs 
and other necessary resources. 

See Feedback ID: 823, ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as 
practical feasibility and ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to 
cultural heritage management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). This offer of additional 
funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 
2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or additional 
resources for the purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1642 6272 Relevant person stated that a GMTOAC fee schedule can be provided 
upon request. 

Noted. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1643 6272 Relevant person suggested to contact GMTOAC Reception to discuss the 
relevant program officer for the proposed activity. 

Noted. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

1652 6272 Relevant person expressed their client's desire to establish a meaningful 
and ongoing working relationship with ConocoPhillips to progress 
consultation in a respectful and culturally appropriate way. The letter 
further provides additional context and reasons for this request. 

ConocoPhillips Australia agrees and has communicated this desire through all previous correspondence. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that it has demonstrated its commitment to respectful, considered, and 
meaningful two-way dialogue, as demonstrated in the record of adapted and appropriate consultation 
provided at Feedback IDs 864 and 866. 
  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s effective methodology is guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous People (2009), and is underpinned by the First Peoples – State Relations Guidance on 
Engaging Traditional Owners (2022), the IAP2 Public Participation core values, and the Interim Engaging 
with First Nations People and Communities guideline. 
  
Our commitment to respectful, considered and effective consultation was described in detail during our 
presentation at the GMTOAC Consultation Day on 17 February 2024 (refer GMTOAC’s video of 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s presentation – previously requested) and Meeting Notes provided to GMTOAC 
on 26 February 2024 (Event ID 5137). 
  
Since ConocoPhillips Australia first met with GMTOAC on Country in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), 
ConocoPhillips Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC “to ensure the voice of 
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Gunditjmara peoples guides and protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea Country during 
the activities proposed in our Environment Plan”. 
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that its repeated invitation to the Gunditjmara people to 
participate in the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (see eg Event ID 5432), where we 
state that we are looking forward to “meaningful dialogue on Country that empowers decision-making in 
accordance with Gunditjmara’s own participatory traditions, cultural priorities and values, and mutually 
beneficial outcomes”, is genuine, respectful and considered. 
 
To progress a meaningful and ongoing working relationship with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia 
respectfully requested that moving forward engagement can occur directly with GMTOAC and its members 
and not via an intermediary (Event ID 6323 – 6 December 2024 letter). 

1653 6272 Relevant person stated that to ensure efficient consultation, GMTOAC 
has tentatively cleared its schedule for a meeting in February 2025. This 
is to provide an opportunity for proponents to meet with the full group 
of Gunditjmara native title holders at a properly notified meeting, subject 
to the availability of both parties. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders 
at the next available full group meeting scheduled for February 2025 on 26 November 2024 (Event ID 
6292). 

1654 6272 Relevant person stated that to ensure efficient consultation, subject to 
the availability of both proponents and Gunditjmara native title holders, 
GMTOAC has tentatively cleared its schedule for their regular native title 
meeting in February 2025 to decide how to progress consultation with 
proponents in the Otway Basin. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders 
at the next available full group meeting scheduled for February 2025 on 26 November 2024 (Event ID 
6292). 

1655 6272 Relevant person emphasized the importance of proponents' informed 
views on the Consultation Plan and other matters for any meeting, as 
sought by GMTOAC in paragraph [2]. 

Noted, ConocoPhillips Australia responded to GMTOAC on 6 December 2024 (Event ID 6323). 

1658 6272 Relevant person anticipates that they will be instructed to request more 
specific information about the proposed activities under each EP, 
including risks and impacts on, from, and to Gunditjmara Mirring and 
Nyamat Mirring, particularly in relation to greenhouse gas emissions and 
climate change impacts. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with detailed information on Greenhouse Gas emissions in a 
plain language in the draft EP (Section 6.5) in August 2023 (Event ID: 3181) on 31 August 2023, additionally 
Information Sheet 5 – Emissions and Discharges was available via the Consultation Hub since May 2023 . 
The opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple occasions 
(Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). 
However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 

1659 6272 Relevant person anticipates that they will be instructed to request more 
specific information about the proposed activities under each EP, 
including risks and impacts on sensitive ecosystems, protected areas, 
and sites of national and international environmental significance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 866 and 870. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on sensitive ecosystems, protected areas, sites 
of national environmental significance and international significance in plain language at the meeting in 
May 2023 (Event ID 2817), the PEIRA which was provided in 17 May 2023 (Event ID 1205), and the EP 
Summary provided in 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879). In addition, detailed information on these areas 
was provided in the draft EP (Section 4.4 and 4.8, and throughout Chapters 6 and 7) (Event ID: 3181) on 31 
August 2023.  
 
Further, the opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple 
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occasions (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 
5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 

1660 6272 It is expected that relevant persons will instruct us to request more 
detailed information about the proposed activities under each EP, 
including risks and impacts on culturally important animal and plant 
species, as outlined in the Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring Plan. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on culturally important animal species 
(seabirds, turtles, penguins and marine mammals) in plain language the PEIRA on 17 May 2023 (Event ID 
1205), and the EP Summary provided 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879). Detailed information on these 
areas was also provided in the draft EP (including eels (Kooyang), throughout Chapters 4, 6 and 7) (Event Id 
3181) on 31 August 2023.  
 
In addition, information was made available in Information Sheet 6– Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles 
via the Consultation Hub in May 2023 and Information Sheet 8 – Marine Mammals, 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on culturally important plant species 
(plankton and the Bonney Coast Upwelling) in plain language in the PEIRA which was provided 17 May 2023 
(Event ID 1205), and the EP Summary (including kelp) provided in 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879). 
Detailed information on these areas was provided in the draft EP (including sea grass, mangrove and salt 
marsh, throughout Chapters 4, 6 and 7) (Event ID: 3181) on 31 August 2023. 
 
The Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring Plan (acknowledged in Event ID 5177 and 5187), helped inform 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s impact and risk assessment on Eels (Kooyang), which has been included in the 
draft EP (Section 4.8). 
 
Further, the opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple 
occasions (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 
5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 870. 

1661 6272 Relevant person anticipates that GMTOAC and/or Gunditjmara via 
GMTOAC will instruct them to request more specific information about 
the proposed activities under each EP, including risks and impacts related 
to noise and light pollution. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on noise and light pollution in plain language 
in the Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles in the PEIRA on 17 May 2023 (Event ID 1205), and the EP 
Summary on   1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879). In addition, detailed information was provided in the draft 
EP (Chapter 6.4, 6.6 and 6.7) (Event ID: 3181) on 31 August 2023.  
 
In addition, information was made available in Information Sheet 6– Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles 
via the Consultation Hub in May 2023 and Information Sheet 8 – Marine Mammals. 
 
Further. the opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple 
occasions (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 
5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 870. 

1662 6272 Relevant person anticipates that they will be instructed to request more 
specific information about the proposed activities under each EP, 
including risks and impacts from unplanned oil and hydrocarbon spills 
and other unplanned events. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on unplanned oil and hydrocarbon spills and 
other unplanned events in plain language in the, the PEIRA which was provided on 17 May 2023 (Event ID 
1205), and the EP Summary provided 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879).  In addition, detailed information 
was provided in the draft EP (Chapter 7) (Event ID: 3181) on 31 August 2023.  
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In addition, information was made available in Information Sheet 12 ‒Unplanned Hydrocarbon released via 
the Consultation Hub in August 2023. 
Further, the opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple 
occasions (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 
5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 870. 

1663 6272 Relevant person anticipates that they will be instructed to request more 
specific information about the proposed activities under each EP, 
including risks and impacts on, from, and to cumulative impacts of 
activities. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information on cumulative impacts of activities 
(individually for EPs and across EPs) in plain language in the EP Summary provided in 1 December 2023 
(Event ID 4879).  In addition, detailed information on these areas was provided in the draft EP (Chapter 8) 
(Event ID: 3181) on 31 August 2023.  
 
The opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple occasions 
(Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). 
However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 870. 

1666 6272 Relevant person stated that despite the Board's previous approval of a 
draft Consultation Plan, the final approval and distribution to proponents 
is a decision for the full group of Gunditjmara native title holders. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware from the GMTOAC's August 2024 'Member News' publication (Event ID: 
6180) that there was a Board-approved draft of the GMTOAC's 'consultation protocol' from 5 July 2024 
meeting and that the EJA had advised the GMTOAC to ‘NOT share the Protocols with any proponents or 
NOPSEMA.’ 

1667 6272 Relevant person informed that the Consultation Plan, approved by the 
board on 5 July 2024 and authorized on 26 October 2024, is now 
available to all proponents and NOPSEMA. 

Noted. 

1668 6272 Relevant person informed that despite the Board's approval of a draft 
Consultation Plan on 5 July 2024, it was not culturally appropriate or 
potentially legal to share any drafts until the full group of Gunditjmara 
had made a decision on its application, in accordance with their 
traditional law and custom. 

We acknowledge that GMTOAC are the Prescribed Body Corporate under the Native Title Act (1993) and 
that GMTOAC act on behalf of the Gunditjmara people. 

1670 6272 In addition to previous discussions, it was noted that both GMTOAC and 
Gunditjmara are considered "relevant persons" for consultation under 
regulation 25 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response in Feedback ID 863. 

1671 6272 The relevant person emphasized that Registered Native Title Body 
Corporates (RNTBCs) are the corporate entities that hold communal 
native title rights and interests. In this case, the Gunditjmara's native title 
is held on trust. This point supports the matters previously discussed in 
their correspondence. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response in Feedback ID 861. 

1672 6272 The decision-making process in native title circumstances rests with the 
individuals for whom the title is held on trust, not necessarily with 
officers of the corporate body, regardless of whether they are considered 
"relevant persons" under the regulations. This point supports the matters 
previously discussed in earlier correspondence. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864 and 866. 

1673 6272 The relevant person added that decision-making processes are carried 
out according to the Native Title Act and the NTA PBC Regulations, in 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864 and 866. 
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line with the traditional laws and customs of the native title holders, 
supporting the points made in previous correspondence. 

1674 6272 The relevant person emphasized that decision-making processes are 
carried out according to the requirements of the Native Title Act and the 
NTA PBC Regulations, as per properly notified and authorized meetings. 
This supports the matters previously discussed in earlier 
correspondence. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864 and 866. 

1675 6272 Relevant person noted that despite a meeting between GMTOAC and 
some Gunditjmara people with various proponents, the consultations 
could not progress meaningfully due to reasons such as the meeting 
being a single day of short sessions with six different proponents. The 
meeting was the first in-person interaction about introductory 
information relating to their company and projects. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 871. 

1676 6272 Relevant person noted that despite a meeting between GMTOAC, some 
Gunditjmara people, and various proponents on 17 February 2024, the 
consultations could not progress meaningfully due to various reasons. 
These include the meeting being a single day of short 45-minute 
sessions with six different proponents, and only a general overview of 
their proposed activities being provided, which represented a limited 
introduction to the nature, risks, and potential impacts of their activities. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 871. 

1677 6272 Relevant person noted that despite a meeting with various proponents 
on 17 February 2024, the consultations could not progress meaningfully 
due to reasons such as short 45-minute sessions with six different 
proponents and confusion over multiple projects and tenements. The 
case of ConocoPhillips was highlighted, where information about one 
project led to confusion due to an earlier meeting attended by CGG. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 871. 

1678 6272 Relevant person noted that despite a meeting with GMTOAC and some 
Gunditjmara people on 17 February 2024, the consultations could not 
progress meaningfully due to various reasons. For instance, the meeting 
was a single day event with short 45-minute sessions with six different 
proponents presenting on select aspects of their EPs, which are often 
comprised of thousands of pages of highly technical information. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 871. 

1679 6272 Relevant person noted that despite a meeting with GMTOAC and some 
Gunditjmara people on 17 February 2024, the consultations could not 
progress meaningfully due to various reasons, including the structure of 
the meeting which consisted of short 45-minute sessions with six 
different proponents. They invited Gunditjmara for a meaningful two-
way dialogue concerning consultation of their EP(s). 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 871. 
 
ConocoPhillips invited GMTOAC on multiple occasions to engage in meaningful two-way dialogue for 
consultation on our Environment Plan (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 
5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
 
At the meeting on 17 February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia extended an invitation to GMTOAC to in 
engage ongoing consultation through meaningful two-way dialogue to co-design initiatives for the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5062).  

1680 6272 Relevant person noted that despite a meeting with GMTOAC and some 
Gunditjmara people on 17 February 2024, the consultations could not 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866 and 871. 
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progress meaningfully due to various reasons. For instance, the meeting 
was a single day of short 45-minute sessions with six different 
proponents, who shared their views on what they considered to be 
"good consultation" and proper engagement moving forward. 

GMTOAC prescriptively designed the Consultation Day on 17 February 2024 and the controlled the 
meeting’s topics, attendees and agenda. 
 
ConocoPhillips invited GMTOAC on multiple occasions to engage in meaningful two-way dialogue for 
consultation on our Environment Plan (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 
5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
 
At the meeting on 17 February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia extended an invitation to GMTOAC to in 
engage ongoing consultation through meaningful two-way dialogue to co-design initiatives for the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5062). 

1681 6272 Relevant person noted that the initial meeting with Gunditjmara did not 
address specific risks related to their activities, interests, and functions. 
The information presented was not tailored to their specific needs and 
did not respond to specific matters or issues raised by them. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 866, 871, and 897. 

1682 6272 Relevant person noted that in addition to previous discussions, GMTOAC 
has been obtaining independent advice about the highly technical, 
scientific and industry-specific information contained within over 15,000 
pages of EPs. 

ConocoPhillips Australia also refers to its responses to Feedback IDs 866, 868, 872, 886, 889, 906, 908, 911, 
958. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided GMTOAC with information in plain language in the EP Summary 
provided in 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879). In addition, detailed information on these areas was made 
available in the draft EP (Chapter 8) since August 2023.  
 
Further, the opportunity for GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was offered on multiple 
occasions (Event IDs: 2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 
5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, these opportunities for further direct engagement included providing 
information about the purpose of consultation and respectfully seeking to understand how each of the 
identified RAP/PBCs/TOAGs wished to be consulted. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia offered to support 
the co-design of the consultation process with compensation for associated costs such as venue hire, elders 
sitting fees, travel, IT support and staff time, as well as an offer to fund capacity and independent resources 
(as part of our Cultural Heritage Protection Program). ConocoPhillips Australia was cognisant of 
consultation fatigue for First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs and prioritised personal, direct communication with 
each identified RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs to provide a straightforward channel to share information on their 
preferred consultation method and any concerns pertaining to cultural values and heritage. 

1683 6272 In addition to previous discussions, the relevant person noted that the 
GMTOAC has been preparing a Consultation Plan for consultation in 
accordance with the traditional law and custom of the Gunditjmara 
people. 

It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
(Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, approximately 18 months (531 days) since the first reference 
GMTOAC made to seeking direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023. 

1684 6272 Relevant person mentioned that in addition to previous discussions, they 
have been consistently updating the proponents about the steps being 
taken, including any unexpected delays such as rescheduling of board 
meetings due to unforeseen circumstances. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and respects Sorry Business. 
 
It is noted that ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
(Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, approximately 18 months (531 days) since the first reference 
GMTOAC made to seeking direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023. 
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1685 6272 Relevant person stated that the technical advice mentioned in previous 
correspondence was only finalized and received as preliminary advice on 
12 November 2024. Therefore, GMTOAC has not had the chance to 
discuss this advice with all Gunditjmara native title holders or seek 
detailed instructions on that advice. GMTOAC plans to use the time until 
the proposed February 2025 meeting to consider the advice and seek 
the views of Gunditjmara people on any additional information that may 
be required. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and refers to its previous response in Feedback ID 868. 
 
GMTOAC advised ConocoPhillips Australia that it was seeking technical advice on the impact of proposed 
offshore petroleum activities on Gunditjmara Sea Country, individually and cumulatively on 21 March 2024 
(Event ID 5218). We note that this was first mentioned 10 months following the provision of the base level of 
sufficient information about the activity on 17 May 2023; and 10 ½ months following the on Country 
meeting held in 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817) where further information on specific areas of interest and 
questions was provided. 
 
We also note that the technical advice was gathered from March 2024 to November 2024 and that at this 
time it is only preliminary advice and are seeking funding to obtain independent technical advice.  

1686 6272 Relevant person noted that the development and sharing of the 
authorised Consultation Plan marks the start of meaningful consultation, 
contrary to the mistaken suggestion by several proponents that the 
meeting on 17 February 2024 was its endpoint. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 870, 
871, 872, 873, 874, and 875.   

1687 6272 In addition to previous discussions, it is noted that RNTBCs like GMTOAC 
are often under-resourced and lack the necessary technical and industry 
expertise to engage meaningfully with proponents on specialized 
matters, such as petroleum and ancillary activities. This is a well-
understood issue among industry, regulators, and both state and federal 
governments. 

In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817) lack of resources, 
ConocoPhillips Australia held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting with CGG (Regia), and 
provided numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that supports 
deliberative engagement and empowers self-determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 
2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). However, 
GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
In the instance of consultation with GMTOAC, ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately 
adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and capacity, by providing a standing offer to meet 
on Country at any time, to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most recently, the offer to fund 
additional internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and engagement 
required for the co-design of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363).  
 
GMTOAC only advised ConocoPhillips Australia that it was seeking technical advice on the impact of 
proposed offshore petroleum activities on Gunditjmara Sea Country, individually and cumulatively on 21 
March 2024 (Event ID 5218). We note that this was first mentioned 10 months following the provision of the 
base level of sufficient information about the activity on 17 May 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia presented 
information in a way that would be meaningful and provided multiple opportunities to request further 
information and how they would like to be consulted. 
  

1688 6272 In addition to previous discussions, the relevant person noted that the 
current disadvantage is exacerbated by the fact that multiple proponents 
have approached GMTOAC at various stages of petroleum activities. 
These activities proposed under multiple EPs and projects will have 
complex, cumulative and/or intersecting impacts on GMTOAC’s and 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its response to Feedback ID 1687. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in detail 
in the First Nations Consultation Report at Appendix C4: First Nations Consultation Report, was appropriate 
and adapted, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics 
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Gunditjmara’s activities, functions and determined native title rights and 
interests. 

and interests of relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, including 
Gunditjmara.  
 
GMTOAC was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity on 20 March 2023, 232 days 
before first submission (Event ID: 663). ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information 
to GMTOAC between 20 March 2023 and 17 May 2023. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
information responding to specific questions at the in-person meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), as 
demonstrated above in ‘Sufficient Information’.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for 
relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance 
with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. 
When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts 
(see Section 3.6.1). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable 
time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant 
persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was 
accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 
3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the EP 
for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
At the time of the EP submission for public comment on 9 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had 
provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with GMTOAC and provided 
well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for GMTOAC to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the proposed activity on GMTOAC’s functions, interests or activities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has reiterated in multiple correspondences with GMTOAC (Event IDs: 5260, 5363, 
5412, 5432, 5477) following submission of the EP that it values ongoing engagement with all relevant 
persons and considers that further engagement with GMTOAC will allow the building of respectful and 
long-term partnerships over the entire life of the project. 

1689 6272 In addition to previous discussions, the relevant person noted that 
GMTOAC appreciates each proponent's commitment to accommodating 
the needs of First Nations people, respecting the values in the UNDRIP, 
and understanding the importance of FPIC. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its response to Feedback IDs 837, 864, 912, 921, and 978. 

1690 6272 In addition to previous discussions, the relevant person noted that their 
client acknowledges ConocoPhillips' commitment to engaging with First 
Nations people as outlined in its 2022 Reconciliation Action Plan and in 
line with the UNDRIP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its response to Feedback IDs 864, 912, 921, and 978. 
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1691 6272 In addition to previous discussions, the Relevant person emphasized the 
importance of understanding and accommodating the context in 
dealings with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara people, to fully commit to the 
principles and consult in accordance with the regulations as required by 
the Federal Court. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 

1692 6272 Relevant person noted that in addition to previous discussions, 
consultation with GMTOAC cannot occur without consulting the full 
group of Gunditjmara people, as GMTOAC holds its native title on trust 
for them. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its response to Feedback ID 864. 

1693 6272 Relevant person noted that the consultation sought by proponents in 
the Otway Basin is not isolated. They highlighted that over the past 18 
months, GMTOAC and/or Gunditjmara have been required to consult, 
negotiate, comment and/or protect Country in respect of several major 
and minor future acts under the Native Title Act. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response to Feedback ID 866. 

1694 6272 Relevant person noted that the consultation sought by proponents in 
the Otway Basin is not isolated. They highlighted that over the past 18 
months, they have been required to consult, negotiate, comment and/or 
protect Country in respect of renewable energy developments affecting 
Gunditjmara Country. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing for GMTOAC to support 
consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 

1695 6272 Relevant person noted that the consultation sought by proponents in 
the Otway Basin is not isolated. They mentioned that over the past 18 
months, GMTOAC and/or Gunditjmara have been involved in 
consultations, negotiations, comments, and protection of Country in 
respect of sensitive matters concerning Treaty and Truth Telling. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing for GMTOAC to support 
consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 

1696 6272 Relevant person noted that the consultation sought by proponents in 
the Otway Basin is not isolated. Over the past 18 months, GMTOAC 
and/or Gunditjmara have been involved in consultations, negotiations, 
comments, and protection of cultural heritage and policy matters both 
internal and external to GMTOAC. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts). Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing 
for GMTOAC to support consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 
(Event ID 5363). 

1697 6272 Relevant person noted that the consultation sought by proponents in 
the Otway Basin is not isolated. Over the past 18 months, they have been 
obliged to consult, negotiate, comment and/or protect Country in 
respect of various land and sea management matters, including research 
and development projects. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing for GMTOAC to support 
consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 

1698 6272 Relevant person noted that consultation in the Otway Basin is not 
isolated. Over the past 18 months, GMTOAC and/or Gunditjmara have 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
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been required to consult, negotiate, comment and/or protect Country in 
respect of managing national and international heritage listed Country, 
including the World Heritage listed Budj Bim Cultural Landscape. 

activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing for GMTOAC to support 
consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 

1699 6272 Relevant person noted that the consultation sought by proponents in 
the Otway Basin is not isolated. Over the past 18 months, GMTOAC 
and/or Gunditjmara have been engaged in multiple consultations, 
negotiations, comments, and protection of Country in respect to various 
proponents seeking simultaneous consultation under the Regulations. 
This includes TGS's previous EP, which was understood to be one of the 
largest ever seismic surveys in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information and broad concessions to the reasonable period to 
allow GMTOAC and its members to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on its functions, interests and activities (as further described in Chapter 3 and EP Appendix C 
Consultation Artifacts).  
 
In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817) lack of resources, 
ConocoPhillips Australia held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting with CGG (Regia), and 
provided numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that supports 
deliberative engagement and empowers self-determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 
2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). However, 
GMTOAC did not provide any feedback in relation to this. 
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing for GMTOAC to support 
consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 

1700 6272 The relevant person noted that the current situation does not consider 
the daily operational and resourcing constraints on GMTOAC, nor does it 
account for the demands on Gunditjmara peoples' time due to their 
personal, cultural, and employment obligations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation with First Nations people, as described in detail 
in the First Nations Consultation Report at Appendix C4: First Nations Consultation Report, was appropriate 
and adapted, on a case-by-case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the communal characteristics 
and interests of relevant First Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling activity, including 
Gunditjmara.  
 
GMTOAC was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity on 20 March 2023, 232 days 
before first submission (Event ID: 663). ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information 
to GMTOAC between 20 March 2023 and 17 May 2023. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
information responding to specific questions at the in-person meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), as 
demonstrated above in ‘Sufficient Information’.  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable 
time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant 
persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was 
accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 
3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the EP 
for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
At the time of the EP submission for public comment on 9 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had 
provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with GMTOAC and provided 
a reasonable period for GMTOAC to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
proposed activity on GMTOAC’s functions, interests or activities.  
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1701 6272 Relevant person requested that proponents acknowledge certain factors 
when complying with their duty to consult under the Regulations. This 
would not only fulfill the purpose of consultation but also recognize and 
accommodate the disparity of positions, priorities, and resources 
between GMTOAC, Gunditjmara native title holders, and proponents. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 

1702 6272 Relevant person acknowledged delays since the initial meeting in 
February 2024. They highlighted that before being contacted in 2023 
about offshore petroleum activities, they had no experience or contact 
with the regulations, industry, or regulators regarding their rights and 
obligations towards Sea Country. 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur that the initial meeting was on 17 February 2024 and we note that 
the parties met on Country on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that other titleholders have been present in the region for many years with 
multiple project activities where previous consultation under the Environment Regulations has been 
required.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that GMTOAC has previously been consulted on offshore petroleum 
activities under the Regulations, for example the Beach Energy Thylacine Subsea Installation & 
Commissioning EP, accepted 15 December 2022. 

1703 6272 Relevant person acknowledged delays since the initial meeting on 17 
February 2024, but emphasized that these delays are reasonable given 
the circumstances. 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur that the initial meeting was on 17 February 2024 and we note that 
the parties met on Country on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 837, 864, and 866. 

1704 6272 Relevant person acknowledged delays since the initial meeting on 17 
February 2024, but emphasized that similar delays are unlikely in future 
consultations now that the Consultation Plan has been approved, 
authorised and shared with proponents. 

Noted. 

1705 6272 The law generally imposes a duty on proponents of petroleum activities 
to genuinely consult with each relevant person in accordance with the 
regulations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 875. 

1706 6272 The law generally imposes a duty on proponents of petroleum activities 
to provide each relevant person with enough information to make an 
informed assessment of possible consequences of relevant activities. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 833, 866. 

1707 6272 The law generally imposes a duty on proponents of petroleum activities 
to allow sufficient time to identify the effect of the proposed activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and to respond with their concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 833, 866. 

1708 6272 The Full Court concluded that a titleholder's obligation to consult is 
intended to uphold both the Objects of the Regulations and section 3A 
of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, 
which pertains to the principles of ecologically sustainable development. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes the reference to the Full Court's reasons in Tipakalippa, the Regulations, and 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth).  ConocoPhillips Australia 
considers it appropriate to have regard to the Full Court's reasons, and the words of the relevant legislative 
material, directly, rather than the GMTOAC's paraphrasing of that material. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia otherwise refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 982. 

1709 6272 The Full Court concluded that a titleholder's obligation to consult is 
required before NOPSEMA can lawfully decide whether to accept an EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 867 and 1708. 

1710 6272 The relevant person emphasized that proper effect cannot be given to 
the Objects and/or s 3A of the EPBC Act without proper consultation in 
accordance with the required standard. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 867 and 1708. 
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1711 6272 The court in Tipakalippa provided guidance on what constitutes 
sufficient consultation in similar contexts. It was noted that superficial or 
token conduct is not enough. In cases where interests are held 
communally, the method of consultation should reflect the 
characteristics of the interests affected by the proposed activity. An email 
may not be appropriate, but properly notified and conducted meetings 
may suffice. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this and refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 833 and 1708. 

1712 6272 The remarks should be understood in the context of a Traditional Owner 
group consulting with one proponent on a single project. However, in 
the case of GMTOAC and Gunditjmara people, they are being asked to 
consult about multiple projects with multiple proponents. The context 
determines what is considered reasonable. A single 45-minute meeting 
with only some members of a Traditional Owner group is not considered 
representative decision-making or a sufficient opportunity to be 
informed. This is especially true given the technical petroleum activities 
that may have long-term environmental implications. This is applicable 
to consulting in relation to a single EP, let alone understanding the 
consequences of multiple overlapping and intersecting projects each 
with separate proponents. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 833. 

1713 6272 Relevant person stated that a single 45-minute meeting with only some 
members of a Traditional Owner group is not sufficient for representative 
decision-making or to be adequately informed, especially considering 
the technical petroleum activities that may have long-term 
environmental implications. This is even more complex when considering 
multiple overlapping and intersecting projects with separate proponents. 

ConocoPhillips Australia was not responsible for scheduling the meeting duration, nor convening the full 
group. Those were matters managed by the GMTOAC. ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous 
responses to Feedback IDs 866, 1663. 

1714 6272 Relevant person stated that the rights of Gunditjmara native title holders 
to be consulted are held communally, according to their traditional law 
and custom. It was also mentioned that a proper notification and 
meeting with the full group of Gunditjmara native title holders and 
proponents for meaningful consultation about their EP(s) has not yet 
been conducted. 

Noted. 

1715 6272 Relevant person stated that GMTOAC has not yet properly notified and 
conducted a meeting with the full group of Gunditjmara native title 
holders and proponents for meaningful two-way consultation about 
their EP(s). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not responsible for scheduling meetings, nor convening the full group. Those are 
matters managed by the GMTOAC.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has made multiple requests for meetings, commencing from 20 March 2023.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 863 and 866.  

1716 6272 Relevant person confirmed that GMTOAC has continued to act 
reasonably and promptly since the meeting on 17 February 2024, in 
progressing matters and preparing its members for consultation, as 
previously outlined and briefly mentioned. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes this information. Since our initial request for engagement on 20 March 2023, 
641 days have passed. ConocoPhillips Australia received the Gunditjmara Consultation and Negotiation 
Protocol (Event ID: 6259) on 11 November 2024, approximately 531 days since the first reference GMTOAC 
made to seeking direction from its full group to design a consultation process in May 2023. 

1717 6272 Relevant person stated that while GMTOAC believes consultation 
standards required by the regulations have not been met, they are 
inviting proponents to a meeting to continue the process. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 866 and 867. 



FB ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1718 6272 On a specified date, when offered a chance to meet in person, 
ConocoPhillips expressed the need to shift the conversation from 
consultation to agreement-making with relevant parties. 

ConocoPhillips Australia concurs that this statement was made in relation to ongoing consultation on the 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID: 5062). 

1719 6272 On 17 February 2024, ConocoPhillips expressed their intention to invest 
in the community and build long-term beneficial relationships during a 
proposed meeting. 

ConocoPhillips Australia concurs that this statement was made in relation to ongoing consultation on the 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID: 5062). 

1720 6272 On a specified date, ConocoPhillips proposed to co-design a Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program with Gunditjmara and other First Nations 
when given the opportunity to meet in person. 

ConocoPhillips Australia concurs (Event ID: 5062). 

1721 6272 Relevant person reiterated that their involvement in consultation with 
titleholders on these EPs is a valuable procedural right, which ensures 
respect, consideration, and addressing of the Gunditjmara's native title 
rights and interests. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous response to Feedback ID 822. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges and respects the Gunditjmara’s native title rights. 

1722 6272 On behalf of the Gunditjmara people, the relevant person has accepted 
ConocoPhillips's offer to engage in consultation. The aim is to establish a 
relationship for progressing consultation. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders 
at the next available full group meeting scheduled for February 2025 on 26 November 2024 (Event ID 
6292).  

1723 6272 On behalf of the Gunditjmara people, the relevant person has accepted 
ConocoPhillips's offer to engage in consultation. The aim is to identify, 
understand, and make informed assessments about potential impacts 
and risks on Gunditjmara Mirring and Nyamat Mirring. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 

1724 6272 On behalf of the Gunditjmara people, the relevant person has accepted 
ConocoPhillips's offer to engage in consultation. They aim to discuss the 
cumulative impacts of the proposed activities and the cumulative 
impacts of other activities occurring in the Otway Basin. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 866 and 1663. 

1725 6272 On behalf of the Gunditjmara people, the relevant person has accepted 
ConocoPhillips's offer to engage in consultation. They aim to allow 
enough time to properly address the matters in accordance with the 
Gunditjmara's traditional law and custom, and the Regulations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to Feedback IDs 833, 864, 865, and 866. 

1726 6272 Relevant person acknowledged delays since the initial meeting on 17 
February 2024 and highlighted that GMTOAC is not separately or 
additionally funded to consult with offshore petroleum proponents and 
lacks in-house technical or administrative expertise in this area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur that the initial meeting was on 17 February 2024 and we note that 
the parties met on Country on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817). 
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously advised that it will fund resourcing for GMTOAC to support 
consultation and on-going engagements, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 5363). 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

821 4185 Request Relevant person expressed a desire to meet a 
team member in person and provided details 
on their location and availability. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia confirmed and attended in-person 
meeting on 30 May 2023 (Event ID 2817). 

N/A 

823 2817 Request Relevant person requested the industry to 
approach the Gunditjmirring with a better 
consultation strategy. They are seeking the 
same information (cultural values and 
sensitivities) as the 8 offshore wind proponents 
they've recently interacted with. 

N/A In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce 
consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips Australia 
held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting 
with CGG (Regia), and provided numerous opportunities for 
GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that 
supports deliberative engagement and empowers self-
determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 
2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 
5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). Those opportunities have not 
been taken up by GMTOAC, and ConocoPhillips Australia has 
not been provided with timely and viable alternatives to 
engaging with GMTOAC until its 15 November 2024 letter 
(via the EJA) (Event ID 6272).  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged 
consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service 
arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 
5363). This offer of additional funding was reiterated by 
ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) 
dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised 
that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or 
additional resources for the purposes of its involvement in 
consultation (Event ID 5546). 

N/A 

826 2817 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns about 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage and 
submerged underwater archaeology, citing 
recent studies that have discovered old cave 
dwellings and culturally significant sites on the 
seafloor and within the geology. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on 
tangible and intangible cultural heritage in EP Section 4.8.3.1 
and submerged cultural heritage in EP Section 4.8.3.3, and 
this information has been used to inform the impact and risk 
assessments through-out the EP. 

EP Sections 4.8.3.1 and 
submerged cultural heritage in 
EP Section 4.8.3.3 were updated 
in response to this feedback. 

830 2817 Claim Relevant person emphasized the cultural 
significance of areas around and associated 
with Buji Bim. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Budj 
Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous Protected Areas), 
4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural Heritage and Landscapes) and 
has evaluated this site for a cause-effect pathway in Section 
4.8.4.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
included information on Budj 
Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 
(Indigenous Protected Areas), 
4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural 
Heritage and Landscapes) and 
has evaluated this site for a 
cause-effect pathway in Section 
4.8.4.   



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

831 2817 Claim "Relevant person confirmed that Deen Maar is 
culturally significant and should not be 
disturbed. 
" 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Deen 
Maar in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous Protected Areas) and 
4.8.3.3 (Sea Country Values), and this information has been 
used to inform the impact and risk assessments through-out 
the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
included information on Deen 
Maar in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 
(Indigenous Protected Areas) 
and 4.8.3.3 (Sea Country 
Values), and this information 
has been used to inform the 
impact and risk assessments 
through-out the EP. 

844 4885 Request Relevant person advised that standard meeting 
fees would apply and that COP should provide 
their contact details by return email by Friday 
19 January. 

N/A Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia welcomed the opportunity to 
present to GMOTAC and the Gunditjmara community on 17 
February 2024 and responded via email on 15/12/2023 (Event 
ID 4897). 

N/A 

850 5062 Question Environmental Justice Authority representative 
(non-identified): Will you pause the start of 
activities until you have completed 
consultation?  

N/A "ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and addressed all 
questions during the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day 
on 17 February 2023 (Event ID 5062)." 

N/A 

851 5062 Question Environmental Justice Authority representative 
(non-identified): Who have you spoken with at 
Gunditj Mirring? 

N/A "ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and addressed all 
questions during the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day 
on 17 February 2023 (Event ID 5062)." 

N/A 

853 5062 Question Environment Justice Authority (EJA) 
representative asked: Does COP have a 
timeline for the project? 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and addressed all 
questions during the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day on 17 February 2023 (Event ID 5062). 

N/A 

854 5062 Question Environment Justice Authority (EJA) 
representative asked: Have COP considered 
cumulative impacts of the various projects in 
the Otway Basin? 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and addressed all 
questions during the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day on 17 February 2023 (Event ID 5062). 

N/A 

855 5062 Question Environment Justice Authority (EJA) 
representative asked: Will COP reach a formal 
agreement with Gunditjmara for this activity?  

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and addressed all 
questions during the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day on 17 February 2023 (Event ID 5062). 

N/A 

856 5062 Question EJA representative asked: Will the gas be 
shipped overseas? 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged and addressed all 
questions during the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day on 17 February 2023 (Event ID 5062). 

N/A 

857 5062 Claim "Emma Rae (DPC, Victoria) - 
- Confirmed that she is an archaeologist but 
not a marine archaeologist. 
- Noted that to set the survey parameters and 
interpret archaeological data, a marine 
archaeologist should be employed 
- Noted the importance of pre-agreeing the 
survey parameters" 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

Data collected during the seabed surveys will be provided to 
an appropriately qualified maritime archaeologist and 
underwater cultural heritage specialist to identify cultural 
heritage values and sensitivities and inform protection 
priorities, measures and reporting as per Environmental 
Performance Standard (EPS) 5.2 and the data will be taken 
into consideration in the mooring plan for the MODU as per 
EPS 6.3. 

Environmental Performance 
Standard (EPS) 5.2 and the data 
will be taken into consideration 
in the mooring plan for the 
MODU as per EPS 6.3. 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

858 5062 Claim "Unidentified person: 
Relevant Person expects sovereignty of the 
survey data, as knowledge of cultural heritage 
and belongs to them, including information 
gathered during the survey" 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

EP Figure 6-23 provides for a suitably qualified underwater 
cultural heritage specialist to advise on survey parameters. In 
addition, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to 
providing First Nations peoples with underwater cultural 
heritage assessment data relevant to any discoveries and, 
should any submerged cultural heritage be identified, 
ConocoPhillips Australia will consult with relevant First 
Nations groups and determine any exclusion areas or further 
cultural heritage management, as described in EP Section 
10.2.5.1 (Ongoing Consultation with First Nations Peoples). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
committed to ongpoing  
consultation with relevant First 
Nations groups to determine 
any exclusion areas or further 
cultural heritage management, 
as described in EP Section 
10.2.5.1 (Ongoing Consultation 
with First Nations Peoples). 

859 5062 Claim "Unidentified person: 
Cultural heritage should comply with the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act. " 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

Impacts to cultural heritage are assessed in the EP in 
accordance with the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum 
and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2023.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

862 5218 Statement Relevant Person refers to the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
(EP)  submitted to NOPSEMA by COP on 9 
November 2023, which is currently being 
assessed by NOPSEMA. 

N/A Noted and agreed. N/A 

864 5218 Claim The Relevant Person (via EJA) confirms their 
understanding that as they have communally-
held interests which may be affected by COP's 
activity, the law requires the Relevant Person 
be given a reasonable opportunity to 
participate in consultation that is appropriate 
and adapted to the nature of their interests. 
They also cite: Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd v 
Tipakalippa [2022] FCAFC 193 at [104].   

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers it has discharged its 
obligation to consult with GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara 
People in accordance with Reg 25(1)(d) by providing 
GMTOAC, who hold the native title on behalf of Gunditjmara 
People , and through this conduit, the Gunditjmara Native 
Title holders, with sufficient information [Reg 25(2)] and a 
reasonable period [Reg 25(3)] to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their communally-held functions, interests or activities, up to 
and including the public comment period from 9 November 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

to 18 December 2023.  
 
A detailed report of consultation opportunities from 30 May 
2023 until the close of the public comment period on 18 
December 2023 (a period of 202 days) is provided at 
Feedback ID 866 below. GMTOAC had 176 days with 
sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on the functions, 
interests, or activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC members 
prior to initial submission for public comment on 9 
November 2023. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its 
attempts to consult with the GMTOAC, which it regards as 
going above and beyond what would be deemed a 
practicable and reasonable discharge  of its obligation to 
provide sufficient information and a reasonable period for 
GMTOAC and Gunditjmara People to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed EP 
activity on the communally held interests of GMTOAC and 
the Gunditjmara people.  
 
A further opportunity for Gunditjmara people to make an 
informed assessment of activity impacts on their 
communally-held interests and provide feedback was 
provided by ConocoPhillips Australia at the briefing for 
Gunditjmara Native Title holders on Country and online at 
the Gunditjmara Offshore Oil and Gas Consultation Day 
(convened by GMTOAC) on 17 February 2024 (Event ID 2817). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s presentation at the Consultation 
Day was videoed by GMTOAC. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia advised the GMTOAC Board on 22 
February 2024 (Event ID 5113) that it has provided reasonable 
opportunity for relevant persons and organisations, including 
GMTOAC, to participate in the environmental planning and 
consultation process as is reasonable and practicable, over 
nine months (March to December 2023). 
 
Receipt of ConocoPhillips Australia’s above-mentioned 
written advice to the GMTOAC Board was acknowledged by 
GMTOAC via email received on 23 February 2024 (Event ID 
5136). 
 

with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

No further feedback was received from GMTOAC until 21 
March 2024, when Environmental Justice Australia, on behalf 
of GMTOAC, sent “common correspondence” to 
ConocoPhillips Australia, advising that GMTOAC intended to 
provide a consultation plan by late May 2024 (Event ID 5218), 
the preparation of which had first been promised by 
GMTOAC in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), approximately 10 
months prior to its 21 March communication. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation 
with First Nations people, as described in detail in the 
Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations 
Consultation, was appropriate and adapted, on a case-by-
case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the 
communal characteristics and interests of relevant First 
Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling 
activity, including Gunditjmara .  
 
In each instance of consultation with GMTOAC, 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology was appropriately 
adapted to minimise the demands on GMTOAC’s time and 
capacity, by providing standing offers to meet on Country at 
any time and to cover the cost of fees-for-services, and most 
recently, by offering to fund additional internal Gunditjmara 
resources to coordinate the ongoing consultation and 
engagement required for the co-design of the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5432). This offer of 
additional funding was reiterated by ConocoPhillips Australia 
in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) dated 18 October 2024 
(Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised that the GMTOAC did 
not presently have separate or additional resources for the 
purposes of its involvement in consultation (Event ID 5546).   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology of consultation with 
First Nations Peoples, as detailed in the EP at Appendix C3 is 
guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People (UNDRIP, 2009) , which respects 
Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through 
their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP 
as “their own representative institutions”), and the functions 
designated for prescribed body corporates to represent 
‘communal’ interests under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with First Nations 
Peoples is also underpinned by the IAP2 public participation 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

core values , as described in the EP at 3.2 Consultation 
Framework, and the principles of respectful and effective 
consultation with First Nations Peoples , including the 
foundational right of self-determination (Article 3) outlined in 
the Australian Human Rights Commission Community Guide 
to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples  
(endorsed by the National Congress of Australia’s First 
Peoples).  
 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support 
Public Notices about consultation at the start of consultation 
in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 
(see Appendix C2 tear sheets, for example August 23 
National Indigenous Times), when the draft EP was released 
for consultation.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC 
have been identified as relevant persons in relation to 
communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea 
country, in accordance with Gunditjmara tradition, culture 
and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. 
(Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts 
and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. 
Within the EP we have demonstrated that impacts and risks 
can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
commitment to the protection of cultural values and 
sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through 
a range of control measures and performance standards that 
protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna 
Management Plan and the Light Management Plan, among 
others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
provides control measure specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
invited the Gunditjmara community to participate in the 
codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance protection of cultural values and sensitivities during 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 
5432, 5113, 5187)." 

865 5218 Claim The relevant person confirms that they 
consider offshore petroleum activities to have 
potentially high consequences to its interests. 
The relevant person asserts that consultation 
requires more than emails and information 
sheets to its staff given they do not have 
authority to make decisions on behalf of its 
groups members.  

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia notes that GMTOAC staff members 
and officers do not have authority to make decisions on 
behalf of the group on highly consequential matters, under 
statutory consultation and consent requirements for making 
a native title decision , however, the Corporations (Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006 allows the directors to 
delegate any of their powers to an employee or to any other 
person to enable the directors to ensure that people with 
appropriate experience and expertise are able to be involved 
in providing advice and making decisions.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia also concurs that the activities 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are 
potentially highly consequential to the communally-held 
interests of Gunditjmara people. 
 
As such, the proposed activities warrant consultation with 
GMTOAC and the Gunditjmara Native Title holders, in 
accordance with the statutory obligation for a proponent to 
consult with relevant persons in accordance with Reg 25(1)(d), 
to ensure their input is considered in the development of the 
environment plan. 
 
However, ConocoPhillips Australia does not agree that 
participation by GMTOAC staff members and officers in 
meetings with ConocoPhillips Australia to seek advice or 
clarification about the highly consequential activity to inform 
GMTOAC’s advice to the Gunditjmara Native Title holders 
(the group) about the activity and the consultation process, 
including the codesign of a consultation plan that “works” 
(in-person advice provided by a GMTOAC officer on 30 May 
2023 – Event ID 2817), are beyond the remit of relevant staff 
and officers employed by GMTOAC.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia posits that such direct activity on the 
part of relevant staff members and officers would be required 
to inform GMTOAC’s advice to the Gunditjmara group as the 
Trustee of the Gunditjmara Native Title and would assist the 
PBC to “carry the message stick” in its role as “go-between”. It 
would also enable the PBC (GMTOAC) to negotiate a future 
act agreement on behalf of the Gunditjmara group, that 
supports mutually beneficial outcomes (as per in-person 
advice provided by a GMTOAC staff member on 30 May 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

2023 – Event ID 2817). 
 
Since ConocoPhillips Australia first met with GMTOAC on 
Country in May 2023 (Event ID 2817), ConocoPhillips 
Australia has consistently sought to partner with GMTOAC 
“to ensure the voice of Gunditjmara peoples guides and 
protects the cultural heritage management of their Sea 
Country during the activities proposed in our Environment 
Plan”.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has actively engaged early and often 
with GMTOAC, since March 2023, in accordance with the 
principles of “engaging with First Nations people and 
communities respectfully and effectively” . 
 
ConocoPhillips has also committed to establishing a genuine 
and reciprocal long term relationship with Gunditjmara 
people based on agreement-making and a partnership 
where genuine collaboration can develop and flow through 
an honest and open process of negotiation that ensures: all 
parties are equal, neither having more power or strength.  
 
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided 
numerous opportunities for GMTOAC to participate in the 
codesign of a consultation plan that supports deliberative 
engagement and empowers self-determination and 
community decision-making (Event ID 2817, 2842, 3265, 
3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 
5432, 5477) Those opportunities have not been taken up by 
GMTOAC, and ConocoPhillips Australia has not been 
provided with timely and viable alternatives to engaging with 
GMTOAC until the 15 November 2024 letter from the EJA 
(Event ID 6272). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not agree with the 
characterisation of its consultation with GMTOAC as involving 
merely the sending of emails and information sheets, and the 
full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's consultation efforts 
are detailed in the consultation report at Feedback ID 866. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC 
have been identified as relevant persons in relation to 
communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea 
country, in accordance with Gunditjmara tradition, culture 
and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. 
(Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts 
and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. 
Within the EP ConocoPhillips Australia have demonstrated 
that impacts and risks can be effectively managed to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of 
cultural values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is 
demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and 
sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management Plan and the 
Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
provides control measure specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
invited the Gunditjmara community to participate in the 
codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance protection of cultural values and sensitivities during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 
5432, 5113, 5187)." 

868 5218 Claim Relevant person advised they need 
independent, technical advice on the impact of 
the proposed offshore petroleum activities on 
Gunditjmara Sea Country,  individually and 
cumulatively. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

"As stated in response to Feedback ID 866 and Feedback ID 
870, ConocoPhillips Australia made the draft EP and technical 
supporting reports available in support of relevant persons 
consultation on 31 August 2023 for 30 days (in addition to 
the statutory requirement of availability of the EP for 30 days 
during public comment) and offered meetings on Country 
with GMTOAC in September 2023 via telephone calls, emails, 
SMS messages and registered letters, to assist Gunditjmara 
people to review the chapters and provide feedback.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia offered all relevant persons and 
organisations the opportunity to meet with representatives of 
the project team to discuss the draft EP chapters, including 
registered letters to GMTOAC offering a meeting on Country 
(Event ID 3363, 3806). 
 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support 
Public Notices about consultation in August and September 
2023 (see Appendix C2 tear sheets, for example August 23 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

National Indigenous Times), when the draft EP was released 
for consultation.  
 
The technical chapters were explained in plain English in a 
series of seven (7) subject-specific Information Sheets that 
supported the Impact and Risk Assessments. 
 
The Information Sheets included a statement which invited 
relevant persons to provide feedback, request a meeting and 
ask questions on the proposed activity by contacting the 
project team via contact details provided. 
 
When the public comment period closed on 18 December 
2023, the draft EP chapters and technical reports had been 
publicly available for a total of 110 days. 
 
The decision for GMTOAC to undertake a technical 
assessment seven months after provision of the draft EP is 
noted. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC 
have been identified as relevant persons in relation to 
communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea 
country, in accordance with Gunditjmara tradition, culture 
and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. 
(Sea Country Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts 
and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. 
Within the EP ConocoPhillips Australia has demonstrated that 
impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable 
levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of 
cultural values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is 
demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and 
sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management Plan and the 
Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
provides control measure specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

invited the Gunditjmara community to participate in the 
codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance protection of cultural values and sensitivities during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 
5432, 5113, 5187)." 

870 5218 Claim Relevant person highlights that  independent 
technical advice will be key for relevant person 
and its members to have an understanding of 
the potential impacts of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program EP, including those in Sea 
Country and in consideration of tradition, 
culture and custom. Additionally,  independent 
technical advice is considered important to 
provide meaningful information to the 
Relevant person and its members.  

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

"As stated in previous Feedback ID 868 and 869 above, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided sufficient information 
during consultation in the course of preparing the EP, to 
enable GMTOAC and its members to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
the functions, interests and activities of the Gunditjmara 
people.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia made multiple attempts to co-
design the consultation process to support the GMTOAC’s 
assessment of potential impacts on their, and their members, 
functions interests and activities.  
 
Sufficient information was provided in the form of the 
Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment, 12 
information sheets and project updates, the EP summary and 
four (4) webinars, of which GMTOAC was aware (22 May 
2023, Event ID 4601). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia chose to release the 
draft EP chapters for review on 31 August 2023, prior to the 
start of the public comment period on 18 November 2023 to 
ensure that all available information was provided in a timely 
and transparent manner. Although the provision of draft EP 
chapters is not a regulatory requirement and does not 
typically form part of relevant persons consultation, it aligns 
with ConocoPhillips Australia’s objective to ensure the 
provision of all possible information was available to support 
meaningful and transparent consultation.  
 
GMTOAC was given advance notice of the release of the 
draft EP chapters on 10 August 2023 (Event ID 2842), with 
advice that the consultation represented “an ideal 
opportunity for the Traditional Owners to review the draft EP 
chapters prior to submission to the regulator, NOPSEMA”.  
 
Further, in the same correspondence, ConocoPhillips 
Australia reiterated its commitment to meaningful 
consultation and collaboration with the Gunditjmara people, 
saying “We would like to receive input on how to protect 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

underwater cultural heritage and any other feedback the 
Traditional Owners would like to provide”. 
 
All relevant persons, including GMTOAC, were notified about 
the availability of the draft EP chapters on 31 August 2023, 
including advice that all relevant persons could request 
specific information and/or request an opportunity to discuss 
the proposed activity and provide information with a 
member of the ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program team. 
 
Follow up advice about the availability of the draft EP 
chapters was provided in registered letters sent to two 
GMTOAC representatives (Event ID 3363, 3806) outlining the 
“open invitation offer” by ConocoPhillips Australia to meet 
in-person on Country at any time to provide an opportunity 
for GMTOAC to ask questions and outline their preference 
for a follow-up meeting and ongoing consultation. 
 
GMTOAC’s [former] CEO declined ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
“open invitation” to meet with herself or GMTOAC 
representatives by telephone on 20 September 2023 (Event 
ID 3831). 
 
GMTOAC CEO confirmed advice of inability to meet in a 
follow-up email on 21 September 2023 (Event ID 3768), 
stating that “GMTOAC staff are not decision-makers and 
cannot engage with you on decisions that legally sit within 
the remit of rights holders”. CEO confirmed that she “would 
be in touch again shortly to ascertain the way forward.” 
Despite follow-up on the part of ConocoPhillips Australia via 
email on 27 September 2023 (Event ID 4186) seeking 
confirmation of timeslot at October Native Title meeting or 
next available date, no response was received until 7 
December 2023 (Event ID 4885), when ConocoPhillips 
Australia was invited to attend the GMTOAC Consultation 
Day on 17 February 2024. 
 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support 
Public Notices about consultation in August and September 
2023 (see Appendix C2 tear sheets, for example August 23 
National Indigenous Times), when the draft EP was released 
for consultation.  
 
When the public comment period closed on 18 December 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

2023, the draft EP chapters and technical reports had been 
publicly available for a total of 110 days. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged with GMTOAC in good 
faith at all times and has actively sought to create culturally 
appropriate opportunities for Gunditjmara people to 
participate in meaningful consultation and collaboration 
since March 2023 (see SIR attached). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC 
have been identified as relevant persons in relation to 
communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara sea 
country, in accordance with Gunditjmara tradition, culture 
and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. 
(Sea Country Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts 
and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. 
Within the EP ConocoPhillips Australia has demonstrated that 
impacts and risks can be effectively managed to acceptable 
levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of 
cultural values and sensitivities, including Sea Country, is 
demonstrated through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and 
sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management Plan and the 
Light Management Plan, among others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
provides control measure specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
invited the Gunditjmara community to participate in the 
codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance protection of cultural values and sensitivities during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 
5432, 5113, 5187)." 

873 5218 Claim Relevant person outlined that their focus was 
on projects that may have impacts on 
Gunditjmara Sea Country, including seismic 
surveys or drilling activity, and the cumulative 
impacts and risks proposed projects may have 
on Gunditjmara Sea Country 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the present focus of 
GMTOAC is on projects that appear more impactful, 
including drilling activity. As, ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
project involves exploration drilling, it expected on this basis 
that consultation on this project would have been a priority 
for GMTOAC. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the GMTOAC 
have been identified as relevant persons in relation to 
communally-held interests associated with Gunditjmara Sea 
Country, in accordance with Gunditjmara tradition, culture 
and custom, that may be affected by the proposed activity. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
identify cultural values and sensitivities as detailed in the 
Nyamat Mirring (Sea Country Plan) (see EP Section 4.8.3.3. 
(Sea Country Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has extensively assessed the impacts 
and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in the EP, including cumulative impacts. 
Within the EP we have demonstrated that impacts and risks 
can be effectively managed to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
commitment to the protection of cultural values and 
sensitivities, including Sea Country, is demonstrated through 
a range of control measures and performance standards that 
protect ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna 
Management Plan and the Light Management Plan, among 
others. 
 
In addition, the Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
provides control measure specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
invited the Gunditjmara community to participate in the 
codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance protection of cultural values and sensitivities during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 5260, 5412, 
5432, 5113, 5187)." 

Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

876 5218 Statement Relevant person advised all future 
correspondence relating to the EP should be 
directed to the EJA by email or phone.  

N/A "Noted.  
 
Ongoing communication and engagement regarding the 
Environment Plan has been directed to the EJA as requested." 

N/A 

879 6177 Statement Relevant person advises NOPSEMA that it has 
been contacted in relation to the EP and the 
project by  Beach Energy, CGG, ConocoPhillips, 
Cooper Energy, TGS and Woodside Energy. 

N/A Noted and agreed. N/A 

880 6177 Statement Relevant person outlines that they would like 
NOPSEMA to consider matters listed below 
when considering the EPs.  

N/A Noted and agreed. N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

882 6177 Claim As a relevant person and where communally 
held interests may be affected, the law requires 
the relevant person be given a reasonable 
opportunity to participate in consultation 
which is “appropriate and adapted to the 
nature of the interests” of the relevant person. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 
864. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

883 6177 Claim The relevant person confirms that they 
consider offshore petroleum activities to have 
potentially high consequences to its interests. 
The relevant person asserts that consultation 
requires more than emails and information 
sheets to its staff who do not have authority to 
make decisions on behalf of its groups 
members. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 
865. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

886 6177 Claim Relevant person advised that it would 
independently take technical advice on the 
impact of the proposed offshore petroleum 
activities on Gunditjmara Sea Country. Relevant 
person stated that independent advice was 
required due to the complex and technical 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback 
IDs 868 and 869. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

nature of the EP and obligations it has to its 
members.  

 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

887 6177 Claim Relevant person highlights that  independent 
technical advice will be key for it to have an 
acceptable understanding of the potential 
impacts of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program EP, including those in Sea Country 
and in consideration of tradition, culture and 
custom. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 
870. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

890 6177 Statement Relevant person advised all future 
correspondence relating to the EP should be 
directed to the EJA by email or phone.  

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 
876. 

N/A 

891 6177 Statement Relevant person continues to progress actions 
referred to above. 

N/A Noted N/A 

892 6177 Statement Relevant person maintains any and all 
representations referred to above. 

N/A Noted N/A 

895 5344 Statement Relevant person clarifies that this includes:  
(a) ConocoPhillips’ Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan (EP)." 

N/A Noted N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

896 5344 Statement Relevant Person notes: 
(a) ConocoPhillips’ email to relevant person 
dated 18 March 2024; and  
(b) correspondence sent by ConocoPhillips to 
EJA dated 12 April 2024." 

N/A "ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged actively and directly 
with GMTOAC on more occasions than 18 March 2024 and 12 
April 2024, as summarised below: 
• On March 20, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 
(GMTOAC) with initial correspondence that provided notice 
of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin and with an information 
sheet about the consultation process attached (Event ID - 
663).  
• On April 13, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed all 
relevant persons (RPs), including GMTOAC, with information 
about on Country Community Information Sessions about 
the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program 
(Event ID - 891). 
• On April 13, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed all RPs, 
including GMTOAC, about Community Information Sessions 
and provided locations and times of the sessions on Country 
(Event ID - 934). 
• On May 08, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC to enquire about cultural awareness training (Event 
ID - 2564).  
• On May 24, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC with potential dates for an on Country briefing 
(Event ID - 1325).  
• On May 30, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia met with RPs on 
Country at GMTOAC (Event ID - 2817).  
• On June 08, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent a Project 
Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, via email that outlined 
proposed EP activities and advice about how to register as an 
RP or for information sessions. Also provided link to 
document library online and contact details for more 
information (Event ID - 1637).  
• On July 27, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia notified all 
relevant persons, including GMTOAC, that it had extended 
consultation until September 2023, based on feedback from 
RPs during consultation to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of 
the activity on their functions, interests and activities (Event 
ID - 2625).  
• On August 10, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia called 
GMTOAC (Event ID - 2826). No answer. Left message 
• On August 10, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC (Event ID - 2842). COP team member:  
o Stated they had attempted to call but there was no answer.  

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

o Were keen to continue conversation with the organisation 
to enable a meaningful dialogue regarding their functions, 
interests, and activities, and to receive meaningful feedback 
on the Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment.  
o Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was due to release the 
draft EP chapters for public comment in September 2023 and 
welcomed input. 
o Stated feedback would not be published if this if requested 
by Traditional Owners.  
o Hoped that individual would return call to discuss a way 
forward.  
• On August 24, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, to advise upcoming 
release of draft EP for consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia 
invited RPs to provide feedback, including objections or 
claims, about the potential impacts of the activity (Event ID - 
3050).  
• On August 28, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia called 
GMTOAC; no answer; left message to request meeting to 
discuss way forward for consultation and requested call back 
(Event ID - 3087). 
• On August 31, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update via email to all RPs, including GMTOAC, to advise 
release of draft EP chapters for consultation, including how 
to access the documents, and contact details to request a 
briefing or seek more information (Event ID - 3181). 
• On September 10, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC and attached Project Update (August 2023) and 
letter providing advance notice of availability on Country 
from 18-22 September 2023, and offering to meet at any 
time that suited to ensure the voice of Gunditjmara 
Traditional Owners guides and protects the cultural heritage 
management of Sea Country.  ConocoPhillips Australia 
requested assistance of GMTOAC to enable Gunditjmara to 
do so (Event ID - 3265). 
• On September 14, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent the 
same letter as registered mail and Project Update addressed 
to relevant person at GMTOAC offering to meet on Country 
(Event ID - 3363). 
• On September 15, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent a 
second registered letter and Project Update addressed to a 
second relevant person at GMTOAC with the same offer to 
meet on Country at any time that suited (Event ID - 3806).  
• On September 18, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent text 
message to RP at GMTOAC advising that team member will 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

be in the area and available to meet at any time. Reiterated 
that team member is keen to meet with RP and organisation 
members to engage in a discussion around their aspirations 
for Sea Country and the sensitivities associated with cultural 
heritage management. Team member also offered to share a 
presentation outlining the specific assessment of potential 
environmental impacts and risks for the Moyne LGA.  
Message was downloaded and read on 21/09/2023.  
• On September 19, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia called 
GMTOAC; no answer; left message and telephone number to 
organise a time to meet on Country (Event ID - 3434). 
• On September 19, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia’s team 
member emailed RP at GMTOAC to request a meeting 
anytime that suited over the coming week, while team 
member was on Country. Reiterated that team member is 
keen to understand Gunditjmara aspirations for Sea Country 
and the sensitivities associated with cultural heritage 
management. Offered to share a presentation outlining COP 
Australia’s assessment of potential environmental impacts 
and risks (Event ID - 3436). 
• On September 20, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia called and 
spoke with RP at GMTOAC. Team member introduced their 
role on the project, provided a high-level overview of the 
project, and outlined previous efforts to consult with the 
organisation since in-person meeting on Country on 30 May 
2023. Team member explained that draft EP chapters were 
available for consultation for 30 days and sought assistance 
from RP to consult with GMTOAC to facilitate feedback 
(Event ID - 5064). 
• On September 27, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC to follow up about possibility of timeslot for 
presentation on County for October full group meeting or in 
November. Re-affirmed that COP Australia is committed to 
meaningful engagement with organisation members (Event 
ID - 4186). 
• On October 03, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update via email to all relevant persons, including GMTOAC, 
about Notification of Consultation Pause in line with the 
consultation process, to prepare for EP submission (Event ID 
- 3859). 
• On October 27, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, to notify recipients 
that they had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan and would 
shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for completeness check, 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

prior to public comment (Event ID - 4392). ConocoPhillips 
Australia assured RPs that consultation would continue 
throughout public comment and would be ongoing for the 
life of the project. Encouraged RPs to register for the next 
webinar scheduled for 15 November 2023. Provided the 
NOPSEMA brochure (Event ID - 4392). 
• On November 17, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent 
Project Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, notifying the 
public comment period. Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 
about 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore 
energy activities' and link to the EP on the NOPSEMA website 
(Event ID - 4846). 
• On December 01, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sent 
Project Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, to inform 
recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it and to advise closing date for public 
comment on 18 December 2023 (Event ID - 4879). 
• On December 12, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia called 
GMTOAC seeking more information about invitation to 
Consultation Day on 17 February 2023. No answer. Left 
message requesting call back and mobile number (Event ID - 
4888). 
• On December 15, 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC to accept invitation to the Gunditjmara Oil and Gas 
Consultation Day (Event ID - 4897). 
• On January 12, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC offering to attend for full day to be available to 
meet the Gunditjmara Traditional Owners for an informal 
chat during breaks and confirming that ConocoPhillips 
Australia is looking forward to being on Country for the 
presentation. (Event ID - 4979). 
• On January 12, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC thanking them for their advice that the 
Consultation Day would be conducted in closed sessions and 
there wouldn’t be any opportunity to meet and greet during 
breaks (Event ID - 4981).  
• On January 18, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC to thank them for advice on the session format, for 
the allocated timeslot and provision of questions for the COP 
presentation (Event ID - 5000). 
• On February 08, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC to confirm that one of three attendees (the General 
Manager) would attend online to assist with Q&As (Event ID - 
5044).  



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

• On February 17, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia gave 
presentation on Country for Gunditjmara Native Title holders 
at the scheduled full group meeting about the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID - 5044). 
• On February 22, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed RP 
at GMTOAC with attached letter thanking the organisation 
for the opportunity to provide a briefing about the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program for Gunditjmara Native Title 
holders at the Gunditjmara Oil and Gas Consultation Day on 
17 February 2023. Team member reiterated that 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises that First Nations People 
hold the solutions for caring for Country and that COP team 
was committed to building a meaningful and ongoing 
relationship with Gunditjmara people. ConocoPhillips 
Australia also confirmed that it supports a co-developed 
model of engagement and is seeking to co-design and 
implement the Cultural Heritage Protection Program.  
• On February 22, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia sent the 
same letter of appreciation addressed to RP at GMTOAC as 
registered mail (Event ID 5124).  
• On February 23, 2024, RP at GMTOAC emailed 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledging receipt of letter of 
appreciation on 22 February 2023 (Event ID 5136). 
• On February 26, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
draft Meeting Notes of presentation at Consultation Day on 
17 February 2023 to GMTOAC requesting confirmation of 
accuracy or amendments. ConocoPhillips Australia also 
requested a copy of the GMTOAC video of their presentation 
(Event ID 5137). 
• On March 14, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, with notice of webinar 
about feedback on the public comment period to be held on 
March 21, 2024 (Event ID 5155).  
• On March 14, 2024, GMTOAC responded to webinar email 
sent same day and thanked ConocoPhillips Australia for the 
invitation. GMTOAC RP requested login details (Event ID 
5160). 
o On March 14, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC to confirm login process and confirmed RP had 
been added to the webinar register and notification 
distribution list (Event ID - 5161).  
• On March 18, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia sent 
congratulatory email to RP at GMTOAC on publication of the 
Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring Plan (Event ID 5187).  
ConocoPhillips Australia team member stated: 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

o They had downloaded the Plan and created a booklet they 
can refer to regularly.  
o Shared the Plan internally and sent a link to the GMTOAC 
website to industry peers.  
o Outlined that the plan assisted COP team to better 
understand Gunditjmara cultural values, including what 
Nyamat Mirring means to the Traditional Owners, and their 
concerns and responsibilities to Country.  
o ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to plan for delivery 
of EP (once accepted) and is keen to start a conversation 
about the Cultural Heritage Protection Program that 
facilitates respectful, beneficial partnerships and alignment 
opportunities.  
o Team member respectfully requested a meeting on 
Country as soon as possible. 
• On March 21, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, with  login details for 
webinar registrants (Event ID 5210). 
• On March 21, 2024, GMTOAC completed consultation hub 
survey to register for webinars (Event ID 5233).  
• On March 26, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC and acknowledged receipt of correspondence and 
letter sent from relevant organisation on 21 March 2024 
(Event ID 5223). 
• On April 08, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia sent Project 
Update to all RPs, including GMTOAC, providing key 
information about the main themes from the public’s 
feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan (Event ID 5247). 
• On April 12, 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed 
GMTOAC via EJA with attached letter thanking them for 
advice about forthcoming consultation plan by late May 
2024, and requesting a meeting on Country as soon as 
possible in May or June 2024 to start a conversation about 
the proposed co-design of CHPP, to ensure it reflects the 
voices and perspectives of Gunditjmara Traditional Owners 
(Event ID 5260).  

897 5344 Statement Relevant person notes that this 
correspondence is regarding preparation of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP by 
COP which it intends to seek approval from 
NOPSEMA 

N/A As noted in Feedback ID 896 above, ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s correspondence with GMTOAC about the 
preparation of the EP has been comprehensive and ongoing 
since ConocoPhillips Australia first contacted GMTOAC on 20 
March 2023 (Event ID 663).  

N/A 

898 5344 Statement Relevant person wishes to advise as follows 
without limiting future representations: 

N/A Noted N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

903 5344 Statement Relevant person notes that NOPSEMA is 
copied and will receive a copy of this 
correspondence.  

N/A Noted N/A 

905 5381 Statement Relevant person refers to letter sent by EJA on 
behalf of relevant person dated 21 March 2024. 

N/A Noted N/A 

906 5381 Claim Relevant person notes that they advised COP 
the following:  
a. Relevant persons will seek independent 
technical advice which is appropriate in the 
consideration of offshore petroleum activities 
and their impact on Gunditjmara Sea Country, 
individually and cumulatively;" 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback 
IDs 868 and 872. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

911 5381 Claim Relevant person advises that they are in the 
process of obtaining technical advice for 
GMTOAC and its members to assist in 
understanding the impact of proposed 
activities on their interests.  

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback 
IDs 868, 872, and 910. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage." 

915 5381 Statement Relevant person notes that NOPSEMA is 
copied and will receive a copy of this 
correspondence.  

N/A Noted N/A 

917 5433 Statement Relevant person notes:  
(a) Correspondence sent by EJA on behalf of 
GMTOAC to ConocoPhillips dated 21 March 
2024 (GMTOAC’s letter); 
(b) ConocoPhillips’ correspondence to EJA 
dated 29 May 2024; and 
(c) ConocoPhillips’ correspondence to EJA for 
distribution to GMTOAC’s full membership 
group, dated 19 June 2024. 

N/A Noted N/A 

918 5433 Statement Relevant person notes that this 
correspondence is regarding preparation of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP by 
COP which it intends to seek approval from 
NOPSEMA and the development by COP of its 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 

N/A Noted N/A 

922 5433 Claim Relevant person reiterates that as 'relevant 
persons' whose communally-held interests 
may be affected by COP's activities in or 
around Gunditjmara Sea Country, COP are 
required by law to give them a reasonable 
opportunity to participate in consultation and 
that it be appropriate and adapted to the 
nature of their interests.  

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response on Feedback 
ID 864. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. 

924 5433 Claim The relevant person confirms that they 
consider offshore petroleum activities to 
potentially be highly consequential on the 
interests of its members. The relevant person 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response on Feedback 
ID 865. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

requests that COP consults further than by 
simply providing emails and information sheets 
to its staff as they do not have authority to 
make decisions on behlaf of its groups 
members.  

with EP Table 
3-7 

(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. 

926 5433 Claim Relevant person advised that members need 
to take independent technical advice on the 
impact of the proposed offshore petroleum 
activities on Gunditjmara Sea Country, 
individually and cumulatively. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback 
IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 870, 871, 872, 873, 
874, and 875. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. 

933 5433 Claim Relevant person rejects that COP has made a 
commitment to and support of the 
implementation of the Nyamat Mirring Plan by 
submitting an EP relating to activities that have 
potential to negatively impact the health of 
Nyamat Mirring without meeting its 
obligations to consult with Traditional Owners, 
including GMTOAC's members. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback 
IDs 861, 864, 865, 866, and 867. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. 

940 5433 Statement Relevant person notes that NOPSEMA is 
copied into this correspondence and will 
receive a copy of this letter. 

N/A Noted. N/A 

946 6178 Statement Relevant person confirmed that they are 
writing to NOPSEMA in relation to the 
following EPs under assessment: 
(a) Offshore Gas Victoria Drilling Program EP – 
Beach Energy (currently assessment and with 
the titleholder as at 25 June 2024); 
(b) Regia Marine Seismic Survey EP – CGG 
(currently under assessment with NOPSEMA as 
at 25 June 2024); 
(c) Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP – 
ConocoPhillips (currently under assessment 
and with the titleholder as at 25 June 2024); 
(d) Otway Offshore Operations – Casino, 
Netherby & Henry Revision EP – Cooper 
Energy (currently under assessment with 
NOPSEMA as at 25 June 2024); 
(e) Otway Basin 3D Multi-client Marine Seismic 
Survey EP – TGS (currently under assessment 
and with NOPSEMA as at 25 June 2024); 
(f) Minerva Plug and Abandonment and Field 
Maintenance EP – Woodside Energy (currently 
under assessment and with the titleholder as at 
25 June 2024); and 
(g) Minerva Decommissioning and Field 
Management EP – Woodside Energy (currently 
under assessment with NOPSEMA as at 25 
June 2024). 

N/A  Noted. N/A 

948 6178 Statement Relevant person outlines that Annexure 1 
contains a summary of correspondence 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia has engaged actively and directly 
with GMTOAC on more occasions than those listed in 
Annexure 1 and are summarised in Feedback ID 866 and 896. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

between them and the above listed entities 
regarding their EPs. 

952 6178 Statement Relevant person has sent additional 
correspondence to Proponents reiterating this 
position. 

N/A Noted and agreed. N/A 

953 6178 Statement Relevant person has copied NOPSEMA into all 
correspondence sent by EJA on behalf of 
GMTOAC to Proponents following the 
common correspondence sent out by EJA on 
behalf of GMTOAC dated 21 March 2024. 

N/A  Noted.  N/A 

959 6178 Claim Relevant person seeks clarity from NOPSEMA 
regarding the manner and timing of its 
assessment of submitted EPs. Relevant person 
notes that these EPs will not contain insights, 
knowledge or information from them by which 
the Proponents know, perceive or relevantly 
mitigate impacts and risks raised by GMTOAC 
and its members as they are associated with 
proposed activities and that this information is 
unique and distinct and can only be obtained 
through consultation, which relevant person 
continues to make preparations.  

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses in Feedback 
IDs 861, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 870, 871, 872, 873, 
874, and 875. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to identify cultural 
values and sensitivities as 
detailed in the Nyamat Mirring 
(Sea Country Plan) (see EP 
Section 4.8.3.3. (Sea Country 
Values)). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
extensively assessed the 
impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in 
the EP, including cumulative 
impacts and has included 
CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program which 
provides control measures 
specific to the protection of 
underwater cultural heritage. 

960 6178 Request Relevant person request that NOPSEMA 
provide them with copies of the relevant EPs 
before NOPSEMA and that have had 
substantive amendments made to them which 
are not publicly available.  

N/A Request to NOPSEMA. N/A 

961 6178 Request Relevant person requests an in person or 
online meeting with NOPSEMA.  

N/A Request to NOPSEMA. N/A 

963 6178 Request Relevant person requests a response by COB 2 
July 2024. 

N/A Request to NOPSEMA. N/A 

971 5546 Statement Relevant person states that this includes COPs 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (ConocoPhillips EP) currently 
under assessment by NOPSEMA. 

N/A Noted. N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

972 5546 Statement Relevant person refers to correspondence sent 
on 28 June 2024. 

N/A Noted. N/A 

977 5546 Claim Relevant person outlines that it is a Registered 
Aboriginal Party for the Gunditjmara people 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic). It 
is also the prescribed body corporate of the 
Gunditjmara native title claim area and joint 
Gunditjmara and Eastern Maar peoples claim 
area under the Native Title Act 2003 (Cth). It is 
also responsible for the operation of the World 
Heritage-listed Budj Bim Cultural Landscape on  
behalf of the Gunditjmara people. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback ID 
861.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included information on Budj 
Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 (Indigenous Protected Areas), 
4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural Heritage and Landscapes) and 
has evaluated this site for a cause-effect pathway in Section 
4.8.4.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
included information on Budj 
Bim in EP Sections 4.8.2.7 
(Indigenous Protected Areas), 
4.8.3.3 (Submerged Cultural 
Heritage and Landscapes) and 
has evaluated this site for a 
cause-effect pathway in Section 
4.8.4.   

983 5546 Statement Relevant person refers to Engaging with First 
Nations Guidance as a guidance “related to 
good practice consultation” that titleholders 
should consider when pursuing consultation 
with relevant persons under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2023 (Cth) (the 
Regulations). 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its response in Feedback 
IDs 864, 865, and 982. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its 
extensive consultation efforts with GMTOAC since March 
2023, and has sought to establish a meaningful, long-term 
relationship with the Gunditjmara community that will 
support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in 
the Otway region. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored approach to consultation 
with First Nations people, as described in detail in the 
Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First Nations 
Consultation, was appropriate and adapted, on a case-by-
case basis, to ensure that it reasonably reflected the 
communal characteristics and interests of relevant First 
Nations people affected by the proposed exploration drilling 
activity, including Gunditjmara.  

N/A 

984 5546 Statement Relevant person refers to NOPSEMA’s 
Consultation Guideline states that consultation 
should be undertaken in such a way as to 
“facilitate genuine two-way dialogue between 
the titleholder and relevant persons" 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its responses on Feedback 
IDs 861, 864, 865, 866, and 867.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its 
extensive consultation efforts with GMTOAC since March 
2023 and GMTOAC was afforded over 35 opportunities to 
share information and engage in two-way dialogue for the 
purposes 
of consultation prior to initial submission of the EP for public 
comment. There has been an iterative process of information 
provision and various opportunities to provide feedback in 
writing or verbally at meetings. While GMTOAC was not 
responsive during the consultation process, ConocoPhillips 
Australia made reasonable efforts to continue to engage with 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

them to understand how their functions, interests or activities 
may be affected. In particular, ConocoPhillips Australia 
attempted to follow up with GMTOAC on multiple occasions, 
using multiple methods (e.g. phone calls, emails, text 
massages, and/or face to face meeting attempts). 

985 5546 Statement Relevant person refers to NOPSEMA’s 
Consultation Guideline which states that a 
reasonable period of time in which to 
undertake consultation may be informed by 
the “nature, scale and complexity of an activity, 
as well as the extent and severity of potential 
impacts and risks on a relevant person’s 
functions, interests or activities” 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia recognises that what constitutes a 
reasonable period for consultation should be considered on 
a case-by-case basis, having regard to the nature, scale and 
complexity of the activity, as well as the extent and severity of 
potential impacts and risks on a relevant person’s functions, 
interest or activities. 
 
For First Nations PBCs, in accordance with our commitment 
to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the 
cultural practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers a 60-day notice period for responses 
more than adequate. This extended response period is 
considered reasonable, as it allows ample time for 
community members to thoroughly review the proposed 
matters, consult with elders and knowledge holders, and 
prepare their feedback. Such a timeframe ensures that all 
voices are heard and considered thoughtfully. This period 
recognises other relevant processes, such as those required 
under the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) 
Act 2006 (CATSI Act), which requires a minimum of 21 days' 
notice to be given for any general meetings. We believe this 
approach fosters inclusive and thoughtful decision-making, 
ensuring that all voices are heard and respected. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided well beyond this period-of-
time for the GMTOAC to ensure that the consultation period 
was generous and genuinely understood as more than just a 
‘tick-the-box’ process.  
 
A detailed report of consultation opportunities from 30 May 
2023 until the close of the public comment period on 18 
December 2023 (a period of 202 days) is provided at 
Feedback ID 866. GMTOAC had 176 days with sufficient 
information to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on the functions, interests, or 
activities of GMTOAC and GMTOAC members prior to initial 
submission for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

N/A 

986 5546 Statement Relevant person refers to  Engaging with First 
Nations Guidance and states that entities 
should be aware that engagement with First 

N/A "In recognition of the need to collaborate to reduce 
consultation fatigue (Event ID: 2817), ConocoPhillips Australia 
held the in-person meeting in May 2023 as a joint meeting 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

Nations communities may be required over 
“the very long term” and that First Nations 
communities “may be considering multiple 
proposals and is to enable“ the titleholder to 
better understand how others perceive 
environmental impacts and risks of the 
proposed activity. 

with CGG (Regia), and provided numerous opportunities for 
GMTOAC to participate in the consultation process that 
supports deliberative engagement and empowers self-
determination and community decision-making (Event IDs: 
2817, 2842, 3265, 3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 
5187, 5260, 5363, 5432, 5477). Those opportunities have not 
been taken up by GMTOAC, and ConocoPhillips Australia has 
not been provided with timely and viable alternatives to 
engaging with GMTOAC. (until its 15 November 2024 letter 
(via the EJA) (Event ID 6272)).  
 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged 
consultation considerations such as practical feasibility and 
ongoing constraints and supports fee-for-service 
arrangements that may apply to cultural heritage 
management, including by email on 29 May 2024 (Event ID 
5363). This offer of additional funding was reiterated by 
ConocoPhillips Australia in its letter to the GMTOAC (via EJA) 
dated 18 October 2024 (Event ID 6224), after the EJA advised 
that the GMTOAC did not presently have separate or 
additional resources for the purposes of its involvement in 
consultation (Event ID 5546). " 

987 5546 Statement Relevant person restates that the purpose of 
consultation is to allow a titleholder to 
understand how others perceive 
environmental impacts and risks of the 
proposed activity. 

N/A "ConocoPhillips Australia has acted in good faith in its 
extensive consultation efforts with GMTOAC since March 
2023, and has sought to establish a meaningful, long-term 
relationship with the Gunditjmara community that will 
support mutually beneficial outcomes from our presence in 
the Otway region. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
sufficient information and broad concessions over the 
reasonable period to allow GMTOAC and its members to 
make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on its functions, interests and activities (as 
described in EP Chapter 3. Consultation and as described in 
detail in the Chapter 3 of the EP and at Appendix C3: First 
Nations Consultation). 3 objections and claims were made 
during the consultation period by GMTOAC prior to the initial 
submission of the EP on 9 November 2023 for public 
comment.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia assessed all feedback provided by 
the GMTOAC, commissioned heritage consultants to support 
an understanding of, and reviewed publicly available 
information on, their communally-held interests, and 
identified concerns about intangible cultural heritage and 
submerged cultural heritage (FB ID: 2817). Subsequent 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

inclusions were made to the Environment Plan, including, but 
not limited to, CM08: Fauna Management Plan inclusions to 
protect a broader range of species including dolphins, seals 
and rafting seabirds, and CM04: Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program to protect underwater cultural heritage.    
 
Following the initial submission of the Environment Plan for 
assessment on 9 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken further consultation with GMTOAC through 
direct emails and letters, a Consultation Day held with other 
titleholders, campaign emails, attempted phone calls, and 
text messages.  
 
GMTOAC was informed of the opportunity to make a public 
comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) in two emails in October 
and November 2023 (Event ID: 4846, 4392). The emails 
informed GMTOAC that an additional Environment Plan 
Summary was available to support the public comment 
process and detailed how they could access it. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also advertised the public comment 
period on the Environment Plan in First Nations print and 
electronic media, namely the National First Nations Times, 
the Koori Mail, and live reads on Koori Radio. Information 
was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public 
comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the 
NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. 
GMTOAC made 0 public comments during the 30-day public 
comment period on the Otway Exploration and Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. Further, no assertions or 
concerns about the consultation or public comment process 
were made at this time. " 

992 5546 Statement Relevant person notes that NOPSEMA is 
copied and will receive a copy of this 
correspondence. 

N/A Noted N/A 

994 6180 Statement Relevant person is currently discussing with 
lawyers at EJA the best method of releasing 
the Consultation Protocols to offshore 
petroleum proponents. 

N/A As at 21 October 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia continues to 
await the release of, and welcomes GMTOAC's sharing of, this 
consultation plan to guide ongoing consultation for the 
exploration program —including how ConocoPhillips 
Australia might best support the proposed co-design of the 
CHPP— and into the longer-term as we continue to seek to 
develop a respectful, meaningful and mutually beneficial 
relationship with the GMTOAC. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes they received the Gunditjmara 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

Consultation and Negotiation Protocol (Event ID: 6259) on 11 
November 2024, ~18 months (531 days) since the first 
reference to GMTOAC seeking direction from its full group to 
design a consultation process in May 2023 (Event ID: 2817), 
and 235 days since the notification from GMTOAC (via EJA) 
that a consultation plan would be provided. 

1005 6180 Statement EJA have indicated they can provide support to 
the relevant person.  

N/A Noted.  N/A 

1633 6272 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns about the 
potential cumulative impacts of activities over 
time on the Gunditjmara's land and sea 
Mirring. They may require proponents to 
provide assessments of these cumulative 
impacts. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess cumulative 
impacts associated with the exploration program in 
conjunction with all reasonably foreseeable future activities 
and has provided the draft assessment to the GMTOAC in 
draft EP Chapter 8 in August 2023. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

N/A 

1635 6272 Claim Relevant person emphasized that the 
Cumulative Impact Assessments (CIAs) should 
consider the temporal and spatial impacts of 
proposed activities on the Mirring community. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

Refer to Feedback ID: 1633. 
 
Company response in relation to ongoing consultation: 
 
Noted for ongoing consultation. 

N/A 

1645 6272 Request Relevant person requested feedback on the 
recently approved Consultation Plan, which 
was shared with the recipient on 11 November 
2024, and asked for a response before 6 
December 2024. 

N/A Noted, ConocoPhillips Australia responded on 6 December 
2024 (Event ID 6323). 

N/A 

1646 6272 Request Relevant person requested a meeting with 
GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders 
in February 2025 to discuss the Consultation 
Plan and progress consultation with the full 
group of Gunditjmara people. The exact dates 
are to be confirmed based on the response. 

N/A Noted, ConocoPhillips Australia accepted the invitation to 
meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders at 
the next available full group meeting scheduled for February 
2025 on 26 November 2024 (Event ID 6292). 

N/A 

1647 6272 Request Relevant person requested a response before 6 
December 2024 regarding agreement to fund 
the reasonable ongoing costs of consultation 
in accordance with the Consultation Plan. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia will consider all funding requests for 
future ongoing consultation (in line with the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program) to fund additional internal 
Gunditjmara resources to coordinate ongoing consultation 
and engagement required for the co-design of the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program (as previously offered, see Event 
IDs 5432 and 6224). 

N/A 

1648 6272 Request Relevant person requested a response before 6 
December 2024 regarding the funding of 
independent technical advice concerning 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia notes this request is inconsistent 
with previous communications received from GMTOAC, 
through the EJA, where they advised ConocoPhillips Australia 
that i) the Consultation Protocol can only be provided to us 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

potential impacts on Gunditjmara Mirring and 
Nyamat Mirring due to the proposed EP(s). 

after GMTOAC and its members obtain the technical advice 
(Event IDs 5218, 6177, 5381), ii) GMTOAC is continuing to take 
steps to obtain the technical advice (Event ID 5381), iii) 
GMTOAC has sought independent technical advice (Event ID 
6178), and iv) some technical advice has been received (Event 
ID 6178).  
 
Further, GMTOAC’s letter (via the EJA) dated 15 November 
2024 (Event ID 6272) implies that this technical advice has 
been obtained. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provides funding and support for 
Traditional Owners where a co-design process is adopted 
and for consultation costs. It is not appropriate for funding to 
be obtained retrospectively for technical advice already 
obtained. Future funding is available for initiatives that align 
with the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (as 
communicated in previous correspondence Event IDs 5432 
and 6224). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia also refers to its responses to 
Feedback ID 868, 872, 886, 889, 906, 908, 911, 958. 

1649 6272 Request Relevant person requested a response before 6 
December 2024 regarding the agreement to 
fund a strategic regional environmental and 
cultural assessment to understand the 
cumulative impacts and risks of activities 
proposed under various Environmental Plans. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia has offered funding for additional 
internal Gunditjmara resources to coordinate ongoing 
consultation and engagement required for the co-design of 
the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 5363, 
5432, 6224). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is supportive of exploring funding 
options for initiatives that are co-designed and protect 
cultural heritage and Nyamat Mirring and welcome a 
conversation to discuss this further. The extent of funding will 
be subject to co-design and negotiations. 

N/A 

1650 6272 Request Relevant person requested a response from 
ConocoPhillips regarding their openness to 
negotiations with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara 
people about their activities in the Otway Basin 
before 6 December 2024. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia’s objective is always to address 
impacted First Nations relevant persons’ objections, claims, 
assertions and concerns in a collaborative and agreement-
driven way; we recognise that, despite the best efforts and 
intentions of all parties, some circumstances may not result in 
agreement-making. Notwithstanding this, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has sought to learn, listen to, and act on feedback 
received from such consultation efforts, as well as available 
information, when preparing its Environment Plan. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is now seeking to build on this 
consultation with ongoing engagement and collaboration 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara people to establish long-
term, mutually beneficial relationships for the life of the 
exploration program. 
  

1651 6272 Request Relevant person acknowledged the time taken 
to develop a consultation protocol for offshore 
petroleum activities. They emphasized the 
importance of moving forward urgently and 
are open to suggestions for efficient 
consultation in accordance with the protocol to 
progress the development of the exploration 
permits. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses to 
Feedback IDs 864, 866, 867). 
 
For ongoing consultation and the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program the timeline for this consultation is not 
restrained in the short-term. We are currently seeking initial 
engagement to co-design initiatives for the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program that can be conducted anytime from EP 
acceptance to December 2028. 

N/A 

1656 6272 Request Relevant person requested plain English 
presentations and summaries about each 
Exploration Permit (EP) well before any 
meeting. They emphasized the need for 
detailed information on all potential risks and 
impacts to Gunditjmara functions, activities, 
rights, and interests. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in 
Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided GMTOAC with 
information in the format of plain language by Information 
Sheets (Event IDs 663, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3265, 3379, 4846, 
4879, 5155, 5199, 5210, and 5247), the PEIRA which was 
provided in 17 May 2023 (Event ID 1205), and the EP 
Summary provided in 1 December 2023 (Event ID 4879).  
GMTOAC had access to and were invited to comment on the 
preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment and 
draft EP chapters and technical supporting reports which 
contained detailed information about how the activity may 
affect their functions, interests, or activities of relevant 
persons since August 2023. Further, the opportunity for 
GMTOAC to request additional tailored information was 
offered on multiple occasions (Event IDs 2817, 2842, 3265, 
3363, 3806, 4918, 3436, 4186, 5062, 5113, 5187, 5260, 5363, 
5432, 5477). However, GMTOAC did not provide any 
feedback in relation to this. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will provide the information 
requested to inform discussion about the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program prior to the tentatively scheduled 
meeting in February 2025. 

N/A 

1657 6272 Request Relevant person requested plain English 
presentations and summaries prior to any 
meeting. They want to be informed about the 
status of each EP(s), how it addresses their 
functions, interests, and activities, and the 
source of such information. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in 
Feedback IDs 864, 865, 866, and 867. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will provide the information 
requested to further demonstrate our commitment to 
protect cultural values and sensitivities and inform discussion 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

about the Cultural Heritage Protection Program prior to the 
tentatively scheduled meeting in February 2025. 

1664 6272 Request Relevant person requested advance provision 
of information addressing an initial list of risks 
and/or impacts that need to be consulted. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in 
Feedback IDs 866, 870, 1658, 1659, 1660, 1661, 1662, and 1663. 

N/A 

1665 6272 Request Relevant person requested confirmation of a 
meeting in February 2025, acknowledging the 
challenges in scheduling outside of native title 
meetings. They assured that every reasonable 
effort will be made to accommodate date 
changes, but these are subject to prioritization, 
operational needs, cultural obligations and 
priorities. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia refers to its previous responses in 
Feedback IDs 866, 870. 

N/A 

1774 6334 Request Relevant person requested KMZ files for other 
identified areas, including the EMBA. 

N/A As referenced in our correspondence on 12 December 2024, 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s EMBA maps are available in our EP 
Chapters 4 and 8 where they are presented with important 
supporting context.  
 
Unfortunately, the EMBAs will not be provided in KMZ files, 
as ConocoPhillips Australia’s overriding interest is to prevent 
misunderstanding and maintain information accuracy with 
the important context that accompanies these maps. Unlike 
the KMZ files for our petroleum titles and operational areas, 
the KMZ files for our EMBAs cannot sensibly be understood 
in isolation from the context provided in our EP, and 
ConocoPhillips Australia wishes to avoid the risk that the files 
read in isolation could be misunderstood. 
 
We trust that the EJA and GMTOAC will understand and 
respect that this decision is in the interest of ensuring that 
accurate and relevant information is always provided in 
relation to the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program.  

N/A 

1775 6334 Statement The relevant person has requested KMZ files 
for BIAs for key species from the 
Commonwealth Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, Environment and Water, but 
has not yet received a response. They have 
expressed gratitude in advance if anyone can 
provide this data. 

N/A We note that you have requested this information from the 
Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, 
Environment and Water. 

N/A 

1776 6334 Statement The relevant person requested KMZ files or 
similar on 28 November to create a map. This 
map will help their client and Gunditjmara 
visualize the extent of all activities in their 

N/A We note that we have provided a link to the KMZ files for our 
petroleum titles and operational areas and that we reiterated 
the importance of ensuring that this is communicated with 
an understanding that the operational areas shown in the 
map do not reflect the actual areas of activity, but rather 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

Nyamat Mirring and the broader seascape in 
the Otway Basin. 

show the broadest extent within which discrete activities 
could occur.  

1777 6334 Statement The relevant person acknowledged that 
Conoco has provided maps, but noted that the 
information has not been collectively 
presented in one map. They suggested that a 
single map identifying all proposed activities 
and impacted areas would be beneficial for 
their client to visualize and aid consultation. 

N/A We note that you have requested information from multiple 
companies and have been asked by your client to produce a 
visual showing all proposed activities in one map.  
 
The relevant information for the GMTOAC to review on 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s EMBAs for the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and the cumulative impact assessment is in 
our Environment Plan with the critical supporting context. 
This information has been developed in consultation with 
proponents of other reasonably foreseeable future activities 
and projects in the area, based on leading practice 
approaches to cumulative impact assessment. 

N/A 

1778 6334 Request Relevant person requested clarification on the 
information provided on the website about 
ConocoPhillips Australia's interest and activities 
in the Otway Basin, specifically regarding the 
acquisition of a 3D seismic survey. 

N/A I can’t find this statement located on our website but can see 
similar in a news release dated 18 December 2019 in relation 
to the Sequoia 3D Seismic Survey, which was previously 
conducted in the Tasmania Permit, T/49P, in 2021.  
 
As previously communicated, the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program does not include a marine seismic survey. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling activity with the hope that we 
will find natural gas to help meet Victoria, and other states, 
gas demand while Australia transitions to new renewable 
energy sources. 
 
The process for selecting drilling locations with the highest 
probability of success involves detailed analysis of available 
data. We currently have access to pre-existing marine seismic 
data for some parts of our permit areas and would consider 
acquiring more data should it become available to ensure 
that we conduct exploration activities in focused areas with a 
high probability of success. However, our proposed activity is 
not contingent on any other activity, including CGG’s 
proposed activities. 

N/A 

1779 6339 Request Relevant person anticipates that GMTOAC 
and/or Gunditjmara via GMTOAC will instruct 
them to request more specific information 
about the proposed activities under each EP, 
including risks and impacts on Gunditjmara 
Mirring and Nyamat Mirring due to 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate change 
impacts. 

N/A Information was available on Greenhouse Gas emissions in 
plain language in the draft EP (Section 6.5) in August 2023 
on 31 August 2023, additionally Information Sheet 5 – 
Emissions and Discharges has been available via the 
Consultation Hub since May 2023. 

N/A 
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ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

1780 6339 Request Relevant person anticipates that further 
instructions will be received to request more 
specific information about the proposed 
activities under each EP, including risks and 
impacts on sensitive ecosystems, protected 
areas, and sites of national and international 
environmental significance. 

N/A Information was made available on sensitive ecosystems, 
protected areas, sites of national environmental significance 
and international significance in plain language at the 
meeting in May 2023; the Preliminary Environment Impact 
Risk Assessment (PEIRA) which was provided in 17 May 2023; 
and the EP Summary provided on 1 December 2023. In 
addition, detailed information on these areas was provided in 
the draft EP (Section 4.4 and 4.8, and throughout Chapters 6 
and 7) on 31 August 2023.  

N/A 

1781 6339 Request Relevant person anticipates that further 
instructions will be received to request more 
specific information about the proposed 
activities under each EP, including risks and/or 
impacts on culturally important animal and 
plant species, as outlined in the Gunditjmara 
Nyamat Mirring Plan. 

N/A Information was made available on culturally important 
animal species (seabirds, turtles, penguins and marine 
mammals) in plain language the PEIRA on 17 May 2023, and 
the EP Summary provided 1 December 2023. Detailed 
information on these areas was also provided in the draft EP 
(including eels (Kooyang), throughout Chapters 4, 6 and 7) 
on 31 August 2023.  
 
In addition, information was made available in Information 
Sheet 6– Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles via the 
Consultation Hub in May 2023 and Information Sheet 8 – 
Marine Mammals. 
 
Information was available on culturally important plant 
species (plankton and the Bonney Coast Upwelling) in plain 
language in the PEIRA, which was provided 17 May 2023 and 
the EP Summary (including kelp) provided on 1 December 
2023. Detailed information on these areas was provided in 
the draft EP (including sea grass, mangrove and salt marsh, 
throughout Chapters 4, 6 and 7) on 31 August 2023. 
 
The Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring Plan, helped inform 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s impact and risk assessment on Eels 
(Kooyang), which has been included in the draft EP (Section 
4.8). 

N/A 

1782 6339 Request Relevant person anticipates that further 
instructions will be received to request more 
specific information about the proposed 
activities under each EP, including risks and/or 
impacts from noise and light pollution. 

N/A Information was made available on noise and light pollution 
in plain language in the Seabirds, Penguins and Marine 
Turtles in the PEIRA on 17 May 2023, and the EP Summary on 
1 December 2023. In addition, detailed information was 
provided in the draft EP (Chapter 6.4, 6.6 and 6.7) on 31 
August 2023.  
 
In addition, information was made available in Information 
Sheet 6– Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles via the 
Consultation Hub in May 2023 and Information Sheet 8 – 
Marine Mammals. 

N/A 
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Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
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1783 6339 Request Relevant person anticipates that further 
instructions will be received to request more 
specific information about the proposed 
activities under each EP, including risks and 
impacts. 

N/A Information was available on unplanned oil and hydrocarbon 
spills and other unplanned events in plain language in the 
PEIRA which was provided on 17 May 2023, and the EP 
Summary provided 1 December 2023.  In addition, detailed 
information was provided in the draft EP (Chapter 7) on 31 
August 2023.  
 
In addition, information was made available in Information 
Sheet 12 ‒Unplanned Hydrocarbon released via the 
Consultation Hub in August 2023. 

N/A 

1784 6339 Request Relevant person anticipates that further 
instructions will be received to request more 
specific information about the proposed 
activities under each Exploration Permit (EP), 
including risks and impacts on, from and to 
cumulative impacts of activities. 

N/A Information was available on cumulative impacts of activities 
(individually for EPs and across EPs) in plain language in the 
EP Summary provided on 1 December 2023.  In addition, 
detailed information on these areas was provided in the draft 
EP (Chapter 8) on 31 August 2023.  

N/A 

1785 6339 Request Relevant person expressed concerns about the 
impacts of greenhouse gas emissions and 
climate change on Gunditjmara Nyamat 
Mirring and Mirring in connection with the 
Environmental Plan (EP). 

N/A Information was made available on Greenhouse Gas 
emissions in plain language in the draft EP (Section 6.5) in 
August 2023 on 31 August 2023, additionally Information 
Sheet 5 – Emissions and Discharges was made available via 
the Consultation Hub in May 2023. 

N/A 

1786 6339 Request Relevant person discussed potential impacts 
on operational areas and environments 
(EMBA) due to the proposed activities within 
the EP. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia’s (Environment that May Be 
Affected) EMBA maps are available in our EP Chapters 4 and 
8 where they are presented with important supporting 
context. 

N/A 

1787 6339 Request Relevant person highlighted the importance of 
considering sensitive ecosystems, protected 
areas, sites of national and international 
significance, including Ramsar Wetlands and 
the Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, in the context 
of conservation and protection of threatened 
species. 

N/A Information was made available on sensitive ecosystems, 
protected areas, sites of national environmental significance 
and international significance in plain language at the 
meeting in May 2023, the PEIRA which was provided on 17 
May 2023, and the EP Summary provided on 1 December 
2023.  
 
In addition, detailed information on these areas was provided 
in the draft EP (Section 4.4 and 4.8, and throughout Chapters 
6 and 7) on 31 August 2023.   

N/A 

1788 6339 Request Relevant person highlighted the importance of 
considering the potential impacts on culturally 
significant animal species and intangible 
cultural values that may be affected by 
proposed activities. 

N/A Information was made available on culturally important 
animal species (seabirds, turtles, penguins and marine 
mammals) in plain language in the PEIRA on 17 May 2023, 
and the EP Summary provided 1 December 2023. Detailed 
information on these areas was also provided in the draft EP 
(including eels (Kooyang), throughout Chapters 4, 6 and 7) 
on 31 August 2023.   
  
In addition, information was made available in Information 

N/A 
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Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

Sheet 6– Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles via the 
Consultation Hub in May 2023 and Information Sheet 8 – 
Marine Mammals. 

1789 6339 Request Relevant person emphasized the need for 
detailed information on all Karntubul species, 
particularly the endangered Pygmy Blue Whale 
and Southern Right Whale. 

N/A This information was made available in Information Sheet 8 – 
Marine Mammals via the Consultation Hub in May 2023 and 
Information Sheet 21 – Southern Right Whales was provided 
to GMTOAC in November 2024 via email. 

N/A 

1790 6339 Request Relevant person inquired about the 
consistency of the Environmental Plan (EP) with 
the EPBC Act Recovery Plan for each whale. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 6 and 7. 

N/A 

1791 6339 Request Relevant person asked about how the 
Environmental Plan (EP) addresses the actions 
within each Recovery Plan. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 6 and 7. 

N/A 

1792 6339 Request Relevant person requested summaries of the 
best available scientific literature on the 
impacts of the proposed activities within the EP 
on certain species. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provides) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 6 and 7 and in the information 
sheets described above. 

N/A 

1793 6339 Request Relevant person requested maps showing 
biologically important areas, including overlap 
with proposed activities. They also requested 
information on the impact on Kooyang's 
lifecycle, its migration through the EMBA 
and/or Operational Area of the EP, and any 
associated impacts on the Budj Bim Cultural 
Landscape, including its Outstanding Universal 
Values. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). ConocoPhillips Australia 
has also included information on Budj Bim in EP Section 
4.8.2.7 (Indigenous Protected Areas). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapter 4. 

N/A 

1794 6339 Request Relevant person expressed concerns about 
noise and light pollution related to the 
proposed activities. 

N/A Information was provided on noise and light pollution in 
plain language in the PEIRA on 17 May 2023, and the EP 
Summary on 1 December 2023. Detailed information was 
provided in the draft EP (Chapter 6.4, 6.6 and 6.7) on 31 
August 2023. In addition, information was made available in 
Information Sheet 6– Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles 
via the Consultation Hub in May 2023 and Information Sheet 
8 – Marine Mammals. 

N/A 
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1795 6339 Request Relevant person expressed concerns about 
potential unplanned events such as oil and 
hydrocarbon spills, vessel collisions or vessel 
discharge events. 

N/A Information on unplanned oil and hydrocarbon spills and 
other unplanned events in plain language in the PEIRA, 
which was provided on 17 May 2023, and the EP Summary 
provided on 1 December 2023.  In addition, detailed 
information was provided in the draft EP (Chapter 7) on 31 
August 2023.   
  
In addition, information was made available in Information 
Sheet 12 ‒Unplanned Hydrocarbon released via the 
Consultation Hub in August 2023.  

N/A 

1796 6339 Request Relevant person raised concerns about the 
cumulative impacts of proposed activities 
within ConocoPhillips' EP and across the Otway 
Basin EPs, and questioned how these have 
been assessed in accordance with the Objects 
of the Regulations, including s 3A of the EPBC 
Act. 

N/A Information on cumulative impacts of activities (individually 
for EPs and across EPs) in plain language in the EP Summary 
provided on 1 December 2023.  In addition, detailed 
information on these areas was provided in the draft EP 
(Chapter 8) on 31 August 2023.   

N/A 

1797 6339 Request Relevant person questioned why 
ConocoPhillips did not develop the Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan (CHMP) prior to 
finalizing the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environmental Plan (EP), to identify 
and incorporate cultural heritage into the 
identification of impacts and mitigation 
measures. 

N/A A control measure means a system, an item of equipment, a 
person or a procedure, that is used as a basis for managing 
environmental impacts and risks of an activity. There are 
multiple control measures that are included in the EP.  
 
As defined in the EP, the control measure CM05–Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program, demonstrates ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural values 
and sensitivities, including maritime archaeology and Sea 
Country, for the duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program, through a range of control measures and 
performance standards that protect ecological values and 
sensitivities.  
 
The CHPP can be enhanced by ongoing consultation with 
First Nations Peoples (from Environment Plan acceptance 
through to 31 December 2028), including but not limited to 
GMTOAC. We note that the inclusion of CM05: Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program directly responds to the 
feedback provided by GMTOAC at the meeting held on 30 
May 2023.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia reached out early to begin the co-
design process for the Cultural Heritage Protection Program.  
 
In relation to our EP, ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed all 
feedback provided by GMTOAC, commissioned heritage 
consultants to support an understanding of GMTOAC’s 

N/A 
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communally held interests, reviewed publicly available 
information on GMTOAC’s communally held interests, and 
identified concerns about intangible cultural heritage and 
submerged cultural heritage during consultation with 
GMTOAC and subsequent inclusions were made to the 
Environment Plan.  

1798 6339 Request Relevant person questioned the consistency of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP with 
regulation 4 of the Regulations, focusing on 
ecologically sustainable development, 
reduction of environmental impacts and risks 
to the lowest practicable level, and ensuring 
these impacts and risks are at an acceptable 
level. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapter 5 and applied throughout EP 
Chapters 6 and 7.  

N/A 

1799 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP aligns with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable 
development under section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). They highlighted 
the need for integrated decision-making, 
proactive measures against environmental 
damage, intergenerational equity, conservation 
of biological diversity and ecological integrity, 
and improved valuation, pricing and incentive 
mechanisms. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapter 5. 

N/A 

1800 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP aligns with the 
best available scientific data and internationally 
agreed climate goals, in accordance with the 
Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring Plan 2023-2033 
and section 3A of the EPBC Act. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapter 6.5 Atmospheric emissions. 
 
Additionally, Information Sheet 5 – Emissions and Discharges 
was available via the Consultation Hub since May 2023. 

N/A 

1801 6339 Request Relevant person asked how the threats 
identified in the Gunditjmara Nyamat Mirring 
Plan, specifically those related to climate 
change, have been addressed and mitigated. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
 
This information is available EP Chapter 6.5 Atmospheric 
emissions.  
 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

In addition, information was made available in Information 
sheet 5 – Emissions and Discharges in May 2023. 

1802 6339 Request Relevant person inquired about the 
consideration and description of Gunditjmara 
rights, interests, and values in the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP. The query 
includes aspects such as ecosystems, natural 
resources, location characteristics, heritage 
value, and social, economic, and cultural 
interests. The person also asked about the 
inclusion of Gunditjmara law, lore, and 
customary knowledge in these matters. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
 
Please refer to EP Chapter 4.8. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed all feedback provided 
by the GMTOAC, commissioned heritage consultants to 
support an understanding of their communally held interests, 
reviewed publicly available information on, their communally 
held interests, and identified concerns about intangible 
cultural heritage and submerged cultural heritage. 
Subsequent inclusions were made to the Environment Plan, 
including, but not limited to, CM08: Fauna Management Plan 
inclusions to protect a broader range of species including 
dolphins, seals and rafting seabirds, and CM05: Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program to protect underwater cultural 
heritage. 

N/A 

1803 6339 Request Relevant person asked what information 
ConocoPhillips needs from their client to 
accurately describe the "environment" as 
defined under the Regulations. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia has sought to engage with the 
GMTOAC in good faith since March 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia is continuing to seek GMTOACs input into the 
codesign of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program to 
enhance protections for sea country. 

N/A 

1804 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how the proposed 
activities within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program EP, including associated risks and 
impacts to the environment, will ensure no 
adverse effects on Gunditjmara people, 
communities, heritage, and their social, 
economic and cultural interests. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 6 and 7. 

N/A 

1805 6339 Request Relevant person questioned the basis on which 
ConocoPhillips deems impacts as acceptable 
and how they ensure these impacts are 
mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapter 5. The assessment of acceptability 
is extensively described in EP and aligns with the OPGGS(E) 
regulations. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

1806 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how 
ConocoPhillips has shown to NOPSEMA, a 
relevant Commonwealth agency, that its 
proposed activities are in line with recovery 
plans under the EPBC Act, specifically referring 
to the recovery plans for the Southern Right 
Whale and the Blue Whale. 

N/A This information was made available in Information Sheet 21 
– Southern Right Whales made available via the Consultation 
Hub in November 2024 and via email in November 2024. 

N/A 

1807 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how the proposed 
activities within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program EP, including associated risks and 
impacts, ensure no adverse action, 
interference, or inconsistency with recovery 
actions and implementations of recovery plans. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 4.6 Ecological Environment, 4.6.9 
Marine Mammals, and Chapter 6.6 Underwater Sound 
Emissions – Non-Impulsive. In addition, further updates were 
communicated via Information Sheet 21 – Protecting 
Southern Right Whales (Nov 2024). 

N/A 

1808 6339 Request Relevant person asked how ConocoPhillips 
plans to avoid key feeding, breeding/calving, 
and transit areas for important whale species 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, 
considering the potential impacts of the 
proposed activities. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 6 and 7. 
 
In addition, information was made available in Information 
Sheet 8 – Marine Mammals in May 2023 and Information 
Sheet 21 – Protecting Southern Right Whales in November 
2024 via email. 

N/A 

1809 6339 Request Relevant person asked about the proposed 
mitigation measures to avoid impacts, the 
justification for any impacts, and how these 
impacts are mitigated to meet the required 
legal standard. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Please refer to EP Chapters 6 and 7. 
 
In addition, information was made available in Information 
Sheet 8 – Marine Mammals in May 2023 and Information 
Sheet 21 – Protecting Southern Right Whales in November 
2024; along with the Fauna Management Plan which has also 
been available since August 2023. 

N/A 

1810 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how 
ConocoPhillips has considered the impact of its 
proposed activities on Kooyang, the potential 
impacts on the Outstanding International 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

Values of the Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, and 
how any identified impacts will be mitigated to 
the legal standard required. 

 
Kooyang have been addressed in EP Chapter 4 and Chapter 
6. No impacts are predicted to the universal values of Budj 
Bim. 

1811 6339 Request Relevant person inquired about 
ConocoPhillips' response to certain actions 
within the Budj Bim Indigenous Protected Area 
Plan of Management 2022-2027, specifically 
referring to sections 5.5.2-5.5.7, Actions 29-31, 
43. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Kooyang have been addressed in EP Chapter 4 and Chapter 
6. No impacts are predicted to the universal values of Budj 
Bim. 

N/A 

1812 6339 Request Relevant person inquired about any 
commissioned or conducted research related 
to the lifecycle and migration of the Kooyang 
through the EMBA and/or Operational Area for 
the proposed activities. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Impacts to Kooyang have been extensively assessed in EP 
Chapters 6 and 7 and are ALARP and acceptable. 

N/A 

1813 6339 Request Relevant person questioned the measures 
taken by ConocoPhillips to prevent impacts 
from proposed activities on the Bonney Coast 
Upwelling and to respect the critical cultural 
heritage values associated with it. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Impact to the Bonney coast upwelling are ALARP and 
acceptable as described in EP Chapters 6 and 7, drafts of 
which have been available since August 2023. 

N/A 

1814 6339 Request Relevant person questioned the description of 
risks to the "cultural environment" in the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP and 
asked how ConocoPhillips proposes to reduce 
these risks to as low as reasonably practicable. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Impact to the cultural environment are ALARP and 
acceptable as described in EP Chapters 6 and 7. 

N/A 

1815 6339 Request Relevant person questioned how the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP addresses and 
responds to cumulative risks and impacts, 
considering past, current, or anticipated 
activities in the Otway Basin and the best 
available scientific literature and practice in the 
design of cumulative impact assessments. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Cumulative impacts are ALARP and acceptable as described 
in EP Chapter 8. 

N/A 

1816 6339 Request Relevant person requested clarification on how 
Aboriginal cultural heritage considerations are 
reflected in the cumulative impact assessment. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia's response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

They also inquired if ConocoPhillips has 
considered the risk of hydrocarbon or other 
vessel spills and/or collisions in their proposed 
activities, and how any such environmental 
impacts have been assessed and mitigated. 

available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Risks associated with accidental releases of hydrocarbons are 
ALARP and acceptable as described in EP Chapter 7.  
 
Information Sheet 5 – Emissions and Discharges was 
provided in May 2023. 

1817 6339 Request Relevant person questioned the consideration 
of all environmental factors in cumulative 
impact assessments under regulation 5. 

N/A Information on cumulative impacts of activities (individually 
for EPs and across EPs) in plain language in the EP Summary 
provided on 1 December 2023.  In addition, detailed 
information on these areas was provided in the draft EP 
(Chapter 8) on 31 August 2023. 

N/A 

1818 6339 Request Relevant person asked about the consideration 
of acoustic impacts of proposed activities on 
cultural heritage values, key mammal species, 
the broader ecosystem and food chain in the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. They 
also inquired about the extent of consideration 
of acoustic impacts in cumulative impact 
assessments, including those of the cultural 
environment. 

N/A This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provides) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
This is extensively assessed in EP Chapter 6.6 and 6.7 which 
have been available since August 2023, and information 
sheets and on birds, marine mammals and Southern Right 
Whales. 

N/A 

1819 6339 Request Relevant person requested detailed 
information about the chemicals 
ConocoPhillips plans to use in its exploration 
well drilling and testing, including their 
composition, toxicity, and potential impact on 
species and ecosystems. They also asked about 
the company's risk reduction strategies for 
these chemicals. 

N/A Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the 
quantity and type of chemicals that may be used at all steps 
of the exploration drilling process, we provide information 
about the chemical selection process we will implement to 
ensure that all selected chemicals are of low or no toxicity to 
the marine environment. The procedure will require all 
chemicals used and potentially discharged to the sea to be 
environmentally acceptable.  
 
This information has been available since August 2023 (draft 
EP Chapters provided) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s current 
EP published on NOPSEMA’s website in February 2024 (and 
available via our Consultation Hub). 
 
Impacts to water quality associated with exploration drilling 
are extensively assessed in the Environment Plan Chapter 6.8 
and 6.9, 7 which have been available since August 2023. 

N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 
  



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 

CONSULTATION WITH GMTOAC STARTED ON 20 MARCH 2023 
 

663 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
 Formal letter.  
 Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
 Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

879 6/04/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: to organisation. 
Spoke with reception who advised: 
 Relevant individual was not located at the office. 
 That COP team member should attempt to contact relevant individual via email.  
 
COP team member:  
 Requested relevant individual’s email address.  

880 11/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual regarding COP Australia proposed offshore exploration drilling program. 
 COP team member advised that the environmental planning area encompasses the coastal and sea country functions, interests 

and activities of the organisation.  
 Stated that COP Australia sought to better understand the lands and sea country of the organisation and its members.  
 Extended offer to meet to discuss how we consult with the Gunditijimara People. 
 Noted that OCP team member would be in the area over a specified period if the individual would prefer a face-to-face 

meeting. Alternatively, they would be happy to arrange an online meeting.  
891 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: Sent to organisation with information about Community Information Sessions about the 

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program.  
 Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback.  
 Provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 
 Provided link to location details.   

934 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions regarding the 
ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program.  
 Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback.  
 Provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 
 Provided link to location details.   

2564 8/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to organisation with request regarding cultural awareness training.   
COP team member:  
 Enquired whether the organisation offers cultural awareness training for businesses. 
 Stated that COP Australia was developing an EP regarding the potential offshore drilling program.  
 That COP Australia was eager to learn more about the organisation and its members.  
 Welcomed suggestions on the appropriate consultation method and how COP Australia could learn more. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):   
Summary of Information Provided. 
 Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 

associated with the proposed activity.  
 Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information 

was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
 Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
 Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub: 
 Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions  

 
FROM 17 MAY 2023 SUFFICIENT INFORMATION HAD BEEN PROVIDED TO GMTOAC TO ALLOW AN INFORMED ASSESSMENT OF THE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE ACTIVITY ON THEIR 

FUNCTIONS, INTERESTS OR ACTIVITIES 
 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):  Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
 Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
 Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
 Outlined environmental considerations. 
 Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on 

locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
 Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
 Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
 Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
The following information was attached: 
 A covering letter. 
 Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

5534 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING GROUP EMAIL SENT TO COP FROM GMTOAC: Sent to COP Australia (with salutation to relevant person (organisation – 
ORG ID 65)). Email noted the receipt of the project update and the fact that an information session was being held by the COP 
Australia’s team that GMTOAC (individual) is unlikely to attend. 
 Asked originally intended recipient if there was a chance to talk. 
 Email was part of a chain of inter-relevant persons correspondence to many First Nation representative. 
______ 
CHAIN ALSO INCLUDED ORIGINAL GROUP EMAIL FROM FEDARATION OF VICTORIAN TRADITIONAL OWNER CORPORATIONS 
(ORG ID 65) TO GROUP OF FIRST NATIONS RELEVANT PERSONS: From other relevant person (organisation) to GMTOAC and other 
various relevant persons (organisations) (in response to 19/05/23 campaign email regarding the development of an EP to undertake 
exploration drilling activities in the Otway Basin). 
ConocoPhillips Australia were copied into the correspondence. The individual:  
 Forwarded the campaign email. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Hoped the organisations had been engaged by COP Australia regarding the project. 
Drew other organisations’ attention to the webinar on 23/05/23 and community information sessions. 

1325 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to COP Australia’s receipt of email on 23/05/23. COP team member:  
 Extended offer to meet on Country the following week to discuss how the individual and their organisation would like to be 

consulted as part of COP Australia’s EP development.  
 Provided specified dates that they would be in the area if the individual would like a face-to-face briefing. 
 Also suggested a Teams meeting if the individual preferred that option.  
 Requested their availability to secure a meeting in the calendar.  
 Provided contact details in the event the individual would like to chat with COP team member prior to arranging a meeting.  

4185 24/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual in response to COP team member’s email of 24/05/23 regarding COP’s 
offer to provide a briefing regarding the proposed offshore drilling program.  
 Individual stated they would like to meet COP team member in person.  
 Provided address to organisation head office.  
 Provided availability for COP team member to drop in for a discussion.  

1333 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 24/05/23 to arrange a face-to-face meeting.  
 COP team member confirmed meeting face-to-face was also their preference. 
Confirmed preferred date and time and asked if this worked for the individual.  

2817 30/05/2023 Meeting - In-person IN PERSON MEETING: With relevant organisations.  
Summary of Information Provided: 
 Overview on the Otway Exploration Drilling EP, including map of permit and operational areas. 
 Explanation of proposed exploration drilling activities and impacts, including infographics. 
 Explanation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation process and timeline. 
 Explanation of environmental impacts and environmental risks. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
 Discussion on environmental and cultural values and potential impacts. 
 Relevant person provided an overview of the Traditional Owner Native Title boundaries and the rights of the Holders.  
 Relevant person also confirmed significance of Sea Country IPAs and requested buffer.  
 Relevant person advised that they have concerns about tangible and intangible cultural heritage and submerged underwater 

archaeology and they're preparing a Sea Country Plan that they will publish shortly. 
 Process of consultation with relevant persons was outlined by COPA and discussion with relevant persons followed about 

preferred method of consultation.  
 Relevant person advised need to take a position about COPAs letter and request for consultation to the next meeting of the 

Traditional Owners and seek their advice about how to proceed. 
 Relevant person confirmed they would then be able to design a consultation process with COPA that works. 
 Relevant person advised that they would be looking for a partnership model and alignment on what we want to achieve and 

how we do it. 
 
Key Actions: 
 Relevant person will seek advice of TOs at next [full group] meeting. 
 Relevant person asked COPA to follow up in August 2023. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):      
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
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Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 

VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
- Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
- Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
- Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
- Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
- Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  
- Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged. 

 Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
- Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):   
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
 Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
 Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 

reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
 Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 
 Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
Attached the following information sheet: 
 Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2826 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: to individual. No answer. Left message 
2842 10/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with requested follow up to in person meeting on 30/05/23 to discuss consultation 

methods. COP team member:  
 Stated they had attempted to call but there was no answer.  
 Were keen to continue conversation with the organisation to enable a meaningful dialogue regarding their functions, interests, 

and activities, and to receive meaningful feedback on the Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment.  
 Noted that COP Australia were due to release the draft EP chapters for public comment and welcomed input. 
 Stated feedback would not be published if this if requested by Traditional Owners.  
 
Hoped that individual would return call to discuss a way forward.  



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):  

Summary of Information Provided. 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
 Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

- Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
- Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
- Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for public 

comment and assessment.  
- ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  
 Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

- Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
 Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

- Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
- Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft 
EP chapters. 

3087 28/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: to individual as requested by them at in person meeting on 30/05/23. 
 No answer.  
 Left message to request meeting to discuss way forward for consultation. 
 Requested call back. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):   
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 

them. 
 Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
 Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
 Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  
 Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 

the activity and associated impacts.  
 Provided three options to lodge comments. 
 Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 

public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
 Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3265 10/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: Sent to individual with formal letter attached. COP provided advance notice that:  



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Team member would be on Country for one week from 18 September 2023. 
 Extended an invitation for a meeting at convenience of individual anytime that week. 
 Reiterated COP Australia's commitment to meaningful consultation with individual's organisation and its members. 
 Purpose of meeting is to ensure the voice of Traditional Owners guides and protects the cultural heritage management of Sea 

Country and requested assistance of individual's organisation to do so. 
 Opportunity for individual to ask questions and outline preference for follow up meeting and ongoing consultation. 
 Also offered formal briefing anytime same week. 
 Provided latest Information Sheet (August 2023) where relevant persons were invited to provide feedback on Draft EP chapters, 

including objections and claims, and/or request more information. 
 Provided mobile contact and email address for contact purposes.  
 
Attached: 
 Information Sheet 11 (Project Update August 2023). 
 Hyperlink to draft EP. 

3363 14/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with formal letter. COP team stated: 
 They would be in the area for one week and extended an invitation for a preliminary coffee catch up to outline their preference 

for a follow up meeting and ongoing consultation.  
 That COP Australia was working towards meaningful consultation and remain committed to engaging with the organisation and 

its members.  
 Noted that it would be a preliminary conversation for the individual to ask questions and outline consultation preferences.  
 
Attached: 
 Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 
 
Provided contact details in the event the individual had any questions.  

3806 15/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with formal letter. COP team stated: 
 They would be in the area for one week and extended an invitation for a preliminary coffee catch up to outline their preference 

for a follow up meeting and ongoing consultation.  
 That COP Australia was working towards meaningful consultation and remain committed to engaging with the organisation and 

its members.  
 Noted that it would be a preliminary conversation for the individual to ask questions and outline consultation preferences.  
 
Attached: 
 Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 
 
Provided contact details in the event the individual had any questions.  

3379 17/09/2023 Email OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with formal letter. COP team stated: 
 They would be in the area for one week and extended an invitation for a preliminary coffee catch up to outline their preference 

for a follow up meeting and ongoing consultation.  
 That COP Australia was working towards meaningful consultation and remain committed to engaging with the organisation and 

its members.  
 Noted that it would be a preliminary conversation for the individual to ask questions and outline consultation preferences.  
 
Attached: 
 Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 
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Provided contact details in the event the individual had any questions.  

4918 18/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with follow up to recent email of 10/09/23 advising that COP team member will be in 
the area.  
 
 Reiterated that they are keen to meet the individual and organisation members to engage in a discussion around their 

aspirations for Sea Country and the sensitivities associated with cultural heritage management.  
 Offered to share a presentation outlining COP Australia’s assessment of potential environmental impacts and risks.  
 
Message read 21/09/2023.  

3434 19/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: To individual.  
 No answer.  
 Left message and telephone number to organise a time to meet on Country.  

3436 19/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with follow up to letter of 15/09/23 where COP team requested a meeting.  
 Reiterated that they are keen to meet the individual and organisation members to engage in a discussion around their 

aspirations for Sea Country and the sensitivities associated with cultural heritage management.  
 Offered to share a presentation outlining COP Australia’s assessment of potential environmental impacts and risks. 
 Provided availability for an in-person meeting.  

5063 20/09/2023 Tour TOUR ON COUNTRY:  COP team member purchased the Tungatt Mirring half-day public tour of Budj Bim Stone Country on 
Gunditjmara Country and the eel tasting plate as a private individual (purchased on Budj Bim website).  
 In the interests of full disclosure, the team member advised tour guide of COP employment and role on Otway project.  
 Tour was an important learning opportunity for team member, as tour guide shared stories of Gunditjmara cultural heritage over 

four hours.  
 This knowledge was then applied to project team's understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities, including the 

concept of 'Country', the spiritual significance of Budj Bim, visual and spiritual connection with Deen Maar, the Dreaming story 
of their ancestral creator, Bunjil, and the significance of Tae Rak and the migration of Kooyang. 

5064 20/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: To individual to introduce Otway Exploration Drilling Program and seek support for 
consultation with Traditional Owners.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
COP team member:  
 Introduced their role in the project. 
 Provided a high-level overview of the project. 

- Outlined previous efforts to consult with the organisation, referring to meeting of 03/05/23. 
 Explained the consultation process as an opportunity to provide feedback on the draft EP chapters (1-30/9/23).  
 Sought assistance with ongoing consultation. 
 
Individual:  
 Stated COP needed to use correct channels. 
 Asked if COP had contacted organisation's CEO.  
 Stated organisation had been busy but would pass on information to CEO. 

3831 20/09/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL FROM GMTOAC TO COP: From individual responding to letter 15/09/23 to discuss meeting request 
and consultation approach. 
 
Key Discussion Points:  
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Individual:  
 Explained that schedules meant reasonable notice was needed to arrange meetings.  
 Raised the matter of Free and Prior Informed Consent. 
 Clarified organisation's role under the Native Title Act. 
 
COP team member:     
 Outlined previous contact points (including March and May 2023). 

- Noted organisation's request to reconnect in August to set up another meeting. 
 
Also addressed were:   
 Issues with contact to that point.     
 Agreement that the organisation's October meeting may be an appropriate time to attend.  
 Exchanged contact numbers.  
 
Key Actions: 
 Parties to facilitate attendance at October meeting if possible. 

3768 21/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual in response to email of 19/09/23 and as a follow up to telephone 
conversation on 20/09/23. 
 Individual outlined that the process for engagement entails delivering the content specifics to rights holders in a native title 

meeting.  
 Noted that organisation staff are not decision makers and cannot engage with decisions that are within the legal remit of rights 

holders. 
 Confirmed that organisation staff have secured a place for COP team in the meeting agenda for October meeting.  
 Stated that they would be in touch.  

3769 21/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 21/09/23 regarding COP team member’s attendance at an 
organisation meeting.  
 COP team member thanked the individual for their response regarding the possibility of presenting information on the 

proposed offshore drilling program. 
 Noted advice regarding consultation process and would await further response.  

3807 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL TO GMTOAC: of letter sent 15/09/23 verified by Australia Post as collected. 

3808 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

RECEIPT OF OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL TO GMTOAC: Receipt of registered letter of 14/09/23 verified by Australia Post 
as delivered. 

4186 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC:  Follow-up with individual to check availability of a timeslot on the agenda of full group meeting in 
October 2023.  
 Requested confirmation regarding the possibility of sharing a timeslot to present information on Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program.  
 If not possible in October, then COP team member enquired if a timeslot would be available for November meeting.  
 Re-affirmed that COP Australia is committed to meaningful engagement with organisation members.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):   
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
 ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 

formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
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 COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 

(made available from 31 August 2023)  
 Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
 Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
 Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):   
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  
 Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
 Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
 Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 

details to do so. 
 Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
 Thanked everyone who had participated. 
 Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
 Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
 Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
 Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

 
09 NOVEMBER 2023 - THE OTWAY EXPLORATION AND DRILLING PROGRAM ENVIRONMENT PLAN WAS SUBMITTED TO NOPSEMA FOR FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT AND ASSESSMENT. 

 
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):  - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
 Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
 Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
 Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
 Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
 Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
 Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 

comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 
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4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):  Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders 

that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
 Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
 Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims 

to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
 Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 

could access it. 
 Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
 Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
 Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 

website. 
 Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4885 7/12/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: received from individual regarding consultation opportunity.  
 Individual stated that multiple ongoing requests for oil and gas proponents to consult with the organisation had put significant 

pressure on resources.  
 Provided a timeslot to speak with organisation in 02/24 online or in person.  
 Provided details of additional organisations who would be in attended. 
 Stated further information would be provided by the organisation which may include questions they would like COP team to 

respond to.  
 Informed that a standard meeting fee would apply. 
 Requested that COP team member respond to their email by 19/01/24 to confirm the timeslot. 

4888 12/12/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: To relevant person to discuss their email of 07/12/23 with invitation to book a timeslot at 
an organisation meeting.  
 No answer 
 Left message requesting call back and mobile number.  

4919 12/12/2023 SMS INCOMING SMS TO GMTOAC: From individual in response to missed COP call 12/12/23.  "Sorry, I can't talk right now". 
4920 13/12/2023 SMS INCOMING SMS TO GMTOAC: Individual sent a reply text message to COP team member on 13/12/2023 stating “Sorry, I can’t talk 

right now”. 
4892 13/12/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL TO GMTOAC: Called individual. No answer; left voice message. 

SMS response at 9.28am - "Sorry, I can't talk right now". 
4897 15/12/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 07/12/23 with an invitation to attend their organisation 

meeting.  
 COP team member thanked the individual for the invitation.  
 Welcomed the opportunity to address the organisations in attendance. 
 Confirmed that COP Australia wanted to book a timeslot on the agenda.  
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 Stated that COP team was looking to engage in a conversation about partnering with the organisation to codesign and 

implement a Cultural Heritage Protection Program addressing the protection of Sea Country.  
 Stated that COP team have a preference to attend in person.  
 Provided the contact details for COP team’s proposed attendees.  

4975 11/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual regarding the invitation to organisation’s upcoming consultation 
meeting.  
 Individual stated they had received confirmation from all proponents seeking to participate. 
 Stated that the details of the agenda and structure of presentations were still being finalised. 
 Provided meeting date and location. 
 Individual said they would forward questions to assist with the information being presented by COP team as soon as possible.  
 Stated they would provide guidance regarding participation fee. 
 They would send an information pack as soon as possible.  

4978 11/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 11/01/24 with a meeting update.  
 COP team member thanked the individual for the information they provided. 
 Stated they are looking forward to the occasion and that they would attend in person.  
 Said they look forward to receiving further details and a set of questions to inform the presentation.  

4979 12/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual requesting further information for upcoming meeting.  
 COP team member queried if the organisation members wish the COP team to attend for the whole event or for their allocated 

session.  
 Asked if there was an opportunity for attendees to chat with Elders informally. 
 Stated that they are looking forward to being on Country. 

4980 12/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual in response to email of 12/01/24 with request for further information for 
upcoming meeting.  
 Individual confirmed that COP team can attend for the whole day. 
 Stated there would be an organisation closed session after the presentations were over and COP team was welcome to stay until 

that point.   
4981 12/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 12/01/24 with requested meeting information.  

 COP team thanked the individual for providing further detail.  
5240 17/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual with correction to their email if 12/01/24 regarding the organisation’s 

consultation meeting.  
 Individual stated the advice they had previously provided was incorrect as the organisation had decided to have each proponent 

in separate rooms to deliver their presentations. 
 Noted that COP team will only be able to present for their allotted time.  
 Individual would send some additional communication.   

4990 17/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: From individual clarifying details regarding previously incorrect information provided. 
Some details were shared about how a schedule meeting was going to be arranged. Individual advised that more details would be 
provided shortly. 

4997 17/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their communication of 17/01/24 regarding the organisation’s 
consultation meeting.  
 COP team member advised they had booked their flights and accommodation which allowed for the full day’s attendance but 

were flex. 
 Would await further instruction prior to amending bookings. 

4998 18/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual with their questions to COP team for their organisation’s upcoming 
consultation meeting.  
 Individual stated that COP team members had been allocated 45 minutes to present at a specified time.  
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 Requested that COP team discuss the following: 

- What the project is? 
- What stage the project was up to? 
- Was the project likely to impact Sea Country?  
- What plan is in place to protect cultural values? 
- What does COP team consider as effective consultation with the organisation?  

 Provided the address to the consultation meeting.  
 Provided details of other organisations/individuals attending on behalf of the organisation.  
 Stated that the COP team would not have access to other presentations and were expected to leave after their allotted session.  

5000 18/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 18/01/24 providing further information and questions in 
relation to the organisation’s consultation meeting.  
 COP team member thanked the individual for their advice on the session format, for the allocated timeslot and provision of 

questions for the COP presentation.  
 Stated they were looking forward to the session.  

5044 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual regarding COP team’s attendance of the organisation’s consultation meeting.  
 COP team member stated that one of the attendees would not be present on Country and would attend online.  
 Provided contact details for an additional attendee.  

5059 12/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual regarding COP team’s attendance of the organisation’s consultation meeting.  
 COP team member stated that one of the attendees would not be present on Country and would attend online.  
 Provided contact details for an additional attendee.  

5065 15/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual with request for online login details for the organisation’s consultation meeting.  
 COP team member requested login details for remote team member prior to COP presentation. 
 Provided email address for the meeting invitation to be forwarded to.  

5068 16/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual with final details for their organisation’s consultation event.  
 Individual thanked COP team for their upcoming participation at the event. 
 Confirmed COP timeslot. 
 Requested that any Powerpoint presentation be brought via memory stick.  
 Noted they would not be at the meeting but their manager would be attending. Provided their contact details if COP team 

member need to reach them.  
 
Attached:  
 Organisation’s final agenda.  
 Teams link for participating team members online.  

5062 17/02/2024 Consultation Forum 
- In-person 

GAS AND OIL PROPONENTS’ CONSULTATION DAY WITH GUNDIITJMARA: Conducted on Country to provide a project update for the 
Native Title holders and an opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Summary of information provided in slides and Q&A discussion: 
 Provided an overview of Otway Exploration Drilling Program, including an update on the project stage, project activity impacts, 

impact and risk assessment on Sea Country, and COP’s commitment to protecting cultural values and Sea Country. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
COP team then hosted Q&A session and responded as follows. 
 Elaborated on consultation process and steps taken so far to consult with relevant persons and organisations. 
 COP seeking partnership with relevant organisations and is committed to best-practice engagement. 
 Activity will not start until there is an approved EP. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Best case scenario for start date: End of 2024 for seabed survey; 2025 for exploration drilling. 
 COP is a member of a drilling consortium that will share the drilling rig to limit number of rigs in the basin at one time and 

actively minimise the required infrastructure and cumulative impacts. 
 COP invited participation of relevant organisation in the codesign and co-implementation of measures to enhance the 

protection of Sea Country.  
 If gas is produced under future development, it will be supplied to the domestic market. 
 Underwater survey will be completed by a qualified marine archaeologist.   
 Acknowledged that cultural heritage is under the stewardship of First Nations Peoples.  
 
Information gathered during the Seabed Survey will be shared with First Nations Groups by arrangement. 
 Acknowledged and agreed that cultural heritage needs to comply with the Aboriginal Heritage Act. 

5113 22/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to organisation following their consultation meeting on 17/02/24.  
 
Attached:  
 Letter of appreciation.  
 
COP team member:  
 Thanked the organisation for providing the opportunity for COP to participate.  
 Recognised First Nations People hold the solutions for caring for Country and that COP team was committed to building a 

meaningful relationship with them. 
 Stated that COP team support a co-developed model of engagement and sought to work with the organisation to co-design 

and implement the Cultural Heritage Protection Program.  
 Said that the consultation meeting provided COP Australia with further information regarding the areas of importance for 

organisation members and a helpful foundation for future discussion.  
 Provided an outline of COP team’s consultation process to date over nine months. 

- Stated that COP has provided sufficient information and a reasonable period for relevant persons to participate in the 
environmental planning process and consultation. 

 Stated that COP remained committed to establishing a meaningful relationship with the community.  
 Provided contact details in the event of further query.  

5124 22/02/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

LETTER – REGISTERED TO GMTOAC: Letter of appreciation for the opportunity to participate in the consultation day on 17 February 
2024 sent to Chairperson of RNTBC. Team member stated that COP: 
 Recognises that First Nations People hold the solutions for caring for Country. 
 Is committed to building a long-term, meaningful relationship with the Traditional Owners and community. 
 Will adopt a partnership approach for the codesign and implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
 Whole-of-project consultation is ongoing. 
 Consultation for development of EP has been undertaken over nine months on an activity-by-activity basis and has provided as 

much opportunity as possible for relevant persons to participate in the environmental planning and consultation process. 
 Information and feedback provided by relevant organisation at Consultation Day on 17 February 2024 will provide a helpful 

foundation for future conversations about the Cultural Heritage Protection Program.  
5133 22/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual with follow up to COP team’s attendance of consultation event on 

17/02/24.  
 Individual thanked COP team for attending the event and for presenting on the proposed offshore drilling project.   
 Requested COP Australia details for the purpose of creating an invoice for meeting fee.  
 Provided invoice amount.  
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5136 23/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual with acknowledgement of COP correspondence to Secretary of 

Corporation dated 22/02/24. 
5137 26/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: To individuals with draft meeting notes attached summarising discussion at in-person meeting held 

on 17/02/24.  
 COP team member provided summary of COP presentation at Consultation Day and Q&A’s during feedback session. 
 COP team member invited review, feedback and amendments to meeting notes and requested confirmation that meeting notes 

are accurate. 
 COP team member requested a copy of the relevant organisation’s video recording of the COP presentation segment at the 

Consultation Day. 
 COP team member provided contact details for follow-up purposes. 

5146 4/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 22/02/24 requesting COP invoice information.  
 COP team member apologised for the delay in responding.  
 Stated that they are sourcing requested information and would send it through later that day.  
 Enquired if COP team member could pay via credit card to expedite payment.  

5148 6/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: from individual in response to COP team email of 04/03/24 regarding invoice 
information. 
 Individual stated once COP invoice information is received they will issue an invoice.  
 Said they can wait for a direct deposit.  

5149 6/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their email of 06/03/24 requesting COP invoice information.  
 COP team member provided the invoice information as requested.  

5150 6/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: From individual in response to COP team member’s query on 04/03/24 regarding 
receiving payment via credit card and 06/03/24 with invoice information.  
 Individual stated they had spoken with their finance team and could not accept invoice payment via credit card.  
 The invoice information had been received and would be passed on.  
 Said COP team would hear from individual shortly.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):   
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
 Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 

direct. 
 Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
 NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5160 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC: From individual in response to COP campaign email of 14/03/24 with notice of webinar 
regarding proposed offshore drilling project.  
 Individual thanked COP team for the invitation. 
 Requested appropriate connection details.  

5161 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: to individual in response to their expression of interest on 14/03/23 in attending webinar to discuss 
proposed offshore drilling project.  
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 COP team member confirmed that webinar connection details will be forwarded on a date closer to the webinar.  
 Confirmed that individual had been added to the webinar register and notification distribution list.  

5172 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: To individual with follow up on the invoice for COP Australia’s participation fee for the consultation 
day on 17/02/24.  
 Stated that no invoice had been received which was necessary to provide payment.  
 Requested that individual follow up so COP team can finalise payment, as requested.  

5173 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO COP FROM GMTOAC : from individual in response to COP team’s follow up for invoice on 14/03/24.  
 Individual stated COP team’s details had been provided to their finance team. 
 Assured COP that the invoice would be provided shortly. 

5174 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: Received from relevant person requesting all future engagement to be conducted through their 
nominated third party whom were CC’d on the email for their reference. Sent to individual from COP team responding to 
correspondence received from individual on 14/03/2024 regarding COP request for consultation meeting service fee invoice.  

5177 14/03/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO GMTOAC: To individual to congratulate the Traditional Owners on their newly released Sea Country 
plan.  
 No response. 
 Team member left voice message offering congratulations.  
 Advised that the plan had been shared internally and a link to the website circulated among industry peers.  
 Offered to follow up via email.  
  

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):  DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to 
distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
 Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
 Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 

direct. 
 Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5187 18/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO GMTOAC: Sent to individual as follow up to COP team voice message left on 14/03/24 congratulating 
individual and organisation on the release of the NYAMAT MIRRING [Sea Country] Plan.  COP team member stated: 
 They had downloaded the Plan and created a booklet they can refer to regularly.  
 Shared the Plan internally and also provided the link to the plan on organisation's website to industry peers.  
 Outlined that the plan assisted COP team to better understand cultural values, including what Nyamat Mirring means to the 

Traditional Owners, including their concerns and responsibilities to Country.  
 Team is continuing planning for delivery of EP and is keen to start a conversation about the Cultural Heritage Protection 

Program that facilitates respectful, beneficial partnerships and alignment opportunities.  
 Team member respectfully requested a meeting on Country as soon as possible. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC): Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
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The information sheet: 
 Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
 Provided log-in details. 
 Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect 

the feedback. 
- Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A 

function. 
- Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
- Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
 ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC):  Final reminder and log in details for webinar 
registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
 Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
 Provided log-in details. 
 Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect 

the feedback. 
 Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A 

function. 
 Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
 ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5233 21/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 
Complete 
Consultation Survey 

SOCIAL PINPOINT COMPLETE CONSULTATION SURVEY: Individual from EJA completed consultation hub survey to register for 
webinars. 

 
FROM 21 MARCH 2024 – COP IS ADVISED THAT ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AUSTRALIA (EJA) ACTS FOR GUNDITJ MIRRING TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

ABORIGINAL CORPORATION (GMTOAC) IN THE ABOVE MATTER (OTWAY EXPLORATION AND DRILLING PROGRAM)  
 

5218 21/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: From individual with attached formal correspondence sent on 
behalf of relevant organisation. Key information included the following advice: 
 Individual's organisation has been appointed to act on behalf of First Nations RNTBC.  
 Relevant organisation doesn't consider consultation has started. 
 Relevant organisation will provide a consultation plan by late May 2024. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
5223 26/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Noted that relevant person requested all future 

engagement to be conducted through their nominated third party whom were CC’d on the email for their reference. Received from 
relevant person requesting all future engagement to be conducted through their nominated third party whom were CC’d on the 
email for their reference. Sent to individual from COP team acknowledging receipt of correspondence and letter sent from relevant 
organisation 21/03/2024. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC): 
 Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
 The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was 

used to improve the Environment Plan. 
 The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
 ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 

resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
 NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
 ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates 

of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
 What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5260 12/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent to individual at organisation with letter attached 
thanking them for advice about forthcoming consultation plan and requesting meeting on Country as soon as possible to discuss 
way forward for co-design of CHPP. 
Attached written correspondence (letter) from COP.  
In letter, COP team:  
 Thanked the organisation for their recent correspondence and advice of forthcoming Consultation Plan to be provided by late 

May 2024. 
 Reaffirmed that COP is seeking collaboration with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and Indigenous communities with Sea 

Country within or adjacent to operational areas to co-design a Cultural Heritage Protection Program, including control measures 
to protect cultural values and sensitivities of Sea Country.  

 Stated that the purpose of the CHPP aligns with the aspiration of the organisation's Sea Country Plan facilitates "respectful and 
beneficial partnerships [with [organisations] to strengthen and heal [Sea Country]". 

 Requested a meeting with organisation on Country as soon as possible in May or June to start a conversation about the 
proposed co-design of CHPP, to ensure it reflects the voices and perspectives of...Traditional Owners"  

6177 3/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM NOPSEMA SHARING CORRESPONDANCE FROM EJA TO NOPSEMA ABOUT OEDP (IN THE INTERESTS OF 
PROCEDURAL FAIRNESS): Sent from NOPSEMA regarding recent correspondence they had received from relevant person regarding 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Information was shared as part of procedural fairness as it likely contains information 
relevant to the environment plan. Attached: 
 Letter dated 04/04/2024 addressed to NOPSEMA from Relevant person regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

5344 7/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual on behalf of relevant organisation. Individual noted 
within attached letter: 
 Organisation now acts on behalf of relevant organisation in relation to consultation on the Otway project. 
 Highlighted previous correspondence sent on the 18th of March 2024 by ConocoPhillips. 
 Highlighted previous correspondence sent on 12th of April by relevant organisation. 
 Noted that relevant organisation intends on providing team with a consultation plan by the end of May 2024. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Consultation plan will reflect relevant organisations parameters and minimum standards for consultation. 
 Reconfirmed relevant organisation will only meet team once it has finalised the aforementioned consultation plan. 
 Relevant organisation noted itself and its members are not in a position to discuss a Cultural Heritage Program at this moment. 
 Relevant organisation mentioned any such program must be controlled and led by traditional owners otherwise noting such a 

program developed in any other matter to be entirely inadequate and inappropriate. 
 Relevant organisation copied NOPSEMA into the correspondence and sent a copy of this letter. 

5363 29/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent to individual representing organisation with letter 
attached for distribution to organisation. Key points of correspondence included: 
 Team welcomes the advice that the organisation is on track to provide their consultation plan by late May. 
 COPA advised that Environment Plan has been submitted to NOPSEMA. 
 COPA stated that consultation has been completed on an activity-by-activity basis and all relevant persons have been provided 

sufficient information and a reasonable period to participate in the planning process and make an informed assessment. 
 COPA advised that the Cultural Heritage Protection Program will fund a Gunditjmara process to support caring for Sea Country. 
 COPA team looks forward to ongoing consultation with relevant organisation that builds long term relationships for ongoing 

environmental management. 
 COPA will seek to partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and Indigenous communities with Sea Country within or 

adjacent to operational areas to co-design and co-implement control measures to protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
 COPA wishes to continue to provide relevant organisation every opportunity for organisation to participate in ongoing 

consultation. 
5381 29/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual who represents relevant organisation containing 

attached correspondence. Correspondence noted: 
 Relevant organisation is still being represented by individuals from alternative organisation in matters relating to consultation on 

offshore petroleum activities and projects. 
 Reiterated content from previous 21 March correspondence sent to COP team. 
 Preparation of relevant organisations consultation plan will not be finalised in late May. 
 Consultation plan cannot be finalised and provided to proponents before next board meeting on the 28 June 2024. 

5412 12/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Correspondence sent to relevant persons at organisation in 
response to incoming letter dated 29 May 2023 via legal entity acting on behalf of organisation. NOPSEMA included as CC. 
 Delay in provision of Consultation Plan until no earlier than 28 June 2024 noted. 
 Commitment to establishing a meaningful, long-term relationship with relevant organisation reiterated, noting as soon as 

relevant organisation is prepared to do so. 
 COPA advised that in the meantime it is seeking to partner with other First Nations groups with Sea Country within or adjacent 

to operational areas to co-design the CHPP. 
 COP acknowledged appreciation of updates and is looking forward to next conversation with organisation. 

5432 19/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: To individual with written correspondence attached for 
distribution to full group members: 
Key Discussion Points (addressed to full group members) 
 COPA has committed to establish a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) to protect Sea Country over the lifecycle of the 

environment plan. 
 COPA is seeking to partner with full group members to start the CHPP planning process. 
 COPA reiterates its commitment to engage in meaningful dialogue that supports self-determination and empowers communal 

decision-making. 
 COPA respectfully requests a meeting on Country to discuss the information provided in the attached Cultural Heritage 

Protection Program information sheet. and to seek guidance about the way forward. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 COPA is also seeking to partner with other RNTBCs and RAPs to ensure the codesign of the CHPP reflects the communal voice 

of Traditional Owners. 
 
Attachments 
 Information Sheet 17 - Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
 Letter to relevant person. 

6178 25/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM NOPSEMA SHARING CORRESPONDANCE FROM EJA TO NOPSEMA ABOUT OEDP (IN THE INTERESTS OF 
PROCEDURAL FAIRNESS): Sent from NOPSEMA regarding recent correspondence they had received from Individual representing 
organisation regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Information was shared as part of procedural fairness as it likely 
contains information relevant to the environment plan. Attached: 
 Letter addressed to NOPSEMA from Relevant person regarding the otway exploration drilling program. 

5433 25/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Written correspondence from individual representing 
organisation, in response to COP correspondence dated 19 June 2024. 
Individual:  
 Expressed a range of legal and policy positions. 
 Individual reiterated and restated its position and concerns previously raised in correspondence dated 21 March 2024 in respect 

of consultation with organisation on the EP. 
 Individual reiterated that organisation is seeking technical advice and will provide a consultation plan no earlier than next Board 

meeting. 
 Individual reiterated organisation's position and parameters of further consultation, including intention to provide a consultation 

plan no earlier than next Board meeting. 
  
See Attached Document for details. 

5467 28/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC From Individual representing organisation, with attached written 
correspondence provided on behalf of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided 
 Explained the role of the individual's organisation in representing the relevant entity in matters concerning consultation on 

offshore petroleum activities or projects. 
 Explained that the entity is currently developing a consultation protocol. 
 Indicated that the entity will provide a copy of their consultation plan no earlier that 5 July, 2024. 

5469 28/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: To individual in response to incoming email 28/6/24. 
noting: 
 Thanked individual for providing an update about the rescheduled Board meeting from 28 June 2024 to 5 July 2024. 
 Noted the advice that the proposed Consultation Plan will be provided to Proponents no earlier than 5 July 2024. 

5477 3/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: To individual acting on behalf of organisation with letter 
attached for organisation. COP advised: 
 Acknowledged incoming correspondence from organisation dated 25 June 2024. 
 EP has been under assessment since 6 March 2024. 
 Reiterated invitation sent in correspondence to full group on 19 June 2024 to participate in the codesign of the Cultural Heritage 

Protection Program. 
 COP is engaging in good faith to enable a partnership approach that supports mutually beneficial outcomes. 
 COP is seeking assistance of organisation to facilitate discussions on Country with full group. 
 COP reiterated its commitment to respectful and meaningful ongoing consultation that builds mutual understanding and long-

term relationships. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 COP has extended same offer to other RNTBCs and RAPs to ensure collective and communal voice informs the protection of Sea 

Country. 
5481 3/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: From individual acknowledging receipt of COP correspondence 

sent via individual to organisation dated 3 July 2024. Individual advised that they will respond in due course once they obtain 
instructions from their client (organisation). 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO DISTRIBUTION LIST (INCLUDING GMTOAC): 
 Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 

areas map. 
 ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
 Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
 The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 

provide updates as they become available. 
 Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
 Provided contact information. 

6180 31/08/2024 Public Forum PUBLICLY AVAILABLE GUNDITJ MIRRING TRADITIONAL OWNERS ABORIGINAL CORPORATION MONTHLY NEWS – VOL 5, AUG 2024: 
Update included relevant information regarding approach to consultation protocol release and potential litigation (if NOPSEMA 
approves an Environment Plan, without consultation with Gunditjmara occurring). 
 
Gunditjmara Consultation Protocol update: 
 Working draft of Consultation Protocols approved by the Board at its 5 July 2024 meeting and planning release with EJA.  
 Advised to ‘NOT’ share the Protocols with any proponents or NOPSEMA. 
 Assets potential for the “floodgates” of consultation requests to be reopened. 
 
Board Paper on offshore gas proposals update: 
Information on situation with offshore gas proposals:  
 EJA are responding to correspondence from proponents  
 Asserts that consultation is not complete 
 Notes that some proponents have submitted Environment Plans to NOPSEMA for assessment.  
 Advises that EJA is briefing counsel for advice on litigation. 
 Notes that options around litigation will only be a consideration for the Board if NOPSEMA approves an Environment Plan, 

without consultation with Gunditjmara occurring. 
 
Update also includes NOPSEMA proposed meeting with GMTOAC, EMAC and GLaWAC on 15 August 2024, agenda includes: 
 Discussion of technical information sessions, offshore petroleum consultation (current issues and feedback, current regulations), 

and offshore renewables). 
 Asserts current consultation burden and power imbalance when dealing with petroleum proponents. 

5546 9/09/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: From individual acting for an organisation in matters concerning 
consultation on relevant offshore petroleum activities and projects. 
 
Summary of Information Provided 
The organisation is: 
 Developing a consultation protocol (Consultation Plan) which will inform its position on such matters. 
 Presently finalising its Consultation Plan. 
 Planning to conduct a meeting of its stakeholders in late October 2024 to consider the Consultation Plan and its adoption. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Not, at the present time, separately or additionally resourced for the purposes of its involvement in such consultation. 
 
Key Points: 
 Obligations to country and community. 
 Commonwealth respect for and accommodation of First Nations’ decision-making environments. 
 The purpose of consultation as it relates to perceptions of environmental impacts and risks. 
 The view that consultation required under the Regulations has not yet taken place. 
 
Key Actions: 
 The organisation requests ConocoPhillips commit to undertaking proper, lawful and respectful consultation with the Corporation 

and native title holders in the course of your preparation of the ConocoPhillips EP including withdrawing the ConocoPhillips EP 
from submission to NOPSEMA, and providing to our client the most recent version of the proposed ConocoPhillips EP, in order 
that our client and those whom it represents may properly and effectively participate in consultation on it in accordance with 
their processes. 

6224 18/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: To individual acting on behalf of organisation with letter 
attached for organisation. COP advised: 
 Thanked for correspondence from organisation dated 09 September 2024. 
 Reaffirmed that COP is keen to engage in meaningful dialogue that supports self-determination and empowers communal 

decision-making. 
 Notes advice that GMTOAC is presently taking steps to finalise its Consultation Plan that is expected to be adopted at the full 

group meeting of native title holders in late October. 
 Notes advice that GMTOAC is not resourced for consultation with COP and reiterates offer on 19 June 2024 to fund additional 

internal GMTOAC resources to coordinate ongoing consultation and engagement. 
 Provides advice on where to find current public versions of the EP and the latest project update. 
 Reiterates that COP values ongoing engagement and encourages further engagement that will allow the building of respectful 

and long-term partnerships over the entire life of the project. 
 Advises of new contact point and direct contact details. 
 

6228 22/10/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual noting their receipt of COPA's previously sent email. 
Individual noted: 
- They will have a discussion this weekend after which COPA will be sent a response and instructions. 

6259 11/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual at EJA that acts on behalf of GMTOAC advising that: 
 
- They are acting for GMTOAC. 
- GMTOAC has been preparing to engage in consultation with ConocoPhillips. 
- Gunditjmara adopted the Gunditjmara Consultation & Negotiation Protocol on 26 October 2024. 
- A request is being prepared for consultation on proposed offshore petroleum activities. 
- They will write with detailed instructions by COB, 15 November 2024. 
 
Attached: 
- Gunditjmara Consultation & Negotiation Protocol 

 
ON 15 NOVEMBER 2024 – CONOCOPHILLIPS AUSTRALIA IS SENT GMTOAC’S CONSULTATION AND NEGOTIATION PROTOCOL WITH FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED ON 19 NOVEMBER 2025 VIA 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AUSTRALIA (EJA) 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
6272 15/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual with letter detailing consultation expectations and 

next steps. 
Attached: 
- Consultation and Negotiation Protocol 
- EJA Letter on behalf of GMTOAC to ConocoPhillips 

6273 15/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: To individual acting on behalf of organisation confirming 
receipt of previous correspondence. COPA team noted they will respond soon. 

6292 26/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: To individual acting on behalf of organisation with letter 
attached for organisation. 
- Confirming availability to meet with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara native title holders at the next available full group meeting in 
February 2025 
- Requesting confirmation of the date, time, location and meeting fee details 
- Advising that a further response to the 15 November letter will be provided. 
 

6305 28/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual acknowledging receipt of a previous email and 
expressing anticipation for a response to their letter dated 15 November 2024.  
They also requested: 
- GIS/kmz/Google Earth map files for ConocoPhillips' tenements and any EMBA in the Otway Basin. 
- This is to assist in preparing for consultation and creating a map of all proposed activities and potential impacts in the Otway Basin 
for consulting with native title holders. 

6306 28/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming receipt of email and noted they will look into GMTOAC's request for map files 
6288 29/11/2024 Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL TO GMTOAC: To distribution list noting: 

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

6320 02/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: 
- They continue to act for Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation (GMTOAC). 
- They reiterated previous instructions for all correspondence from ConocoPhillips to be sent to them on behalf of GMTOAC. 
- They noted GMTOAC did not want to receive the Campaign Email on Protecting the Southern Right Whale and should be sent only 
to EJA. 
Attached: 
- Campaign email that was sent to another GMTOAC stakeholder 

6321 03/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: 
- Apologies were extended to GMTOAC for receiving information on how COPA is protecting the Southern Right Whale. 
- Noted that email was sent to an automated distribution list. 
- The option to unsubscribe from the list was highlighted. 
- The two email addresses of GMTOAC will be removed from the distribution list based on the individual's direction. 
- GMTOAC can resubscribe to receive future updates via the website or by emailing a provided address. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 
6323 06/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: A response to the letter and requests sent on 15 November 

2024. COPA advised:  
- COPA noted that it has complied with all relevant obligations under the Regulations for its EP, including consultation with 

GMTOAC. 
- COPA emphasized its commitment to consulting with the Gunditjmara people. 
- Addressed specific items as requested from the Consultation Protocol, seeking clarification on certain criteria and documents. 
- The letter discusses funding for ongoing consultation and technical advice, clarifying the company's position on retrospective 

funding. 
- Reiterates invitation to the Gunditjmara people to co-design the Cultural Heritage Protection Program and aims for a collaborative, 

long-term relationship.  
- Notes that the Environment Team are looking into provision of the GIS/kmz/Google Earth map requested. 
 

6332 12/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: 
Sent from individual acknowledging receipt of a letter sent by COPA on December 6, 2024. They mentioned: 
- Expecting to receive instructions by way of reply letter the following week. 
- Looking forward to receiving the map files. 
 

6333 12/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent to individual providing information about: 
  
- Links to spatial data for petroleum titles and operational areas. 
- Operational areas shown in the map do not reflect actual areas of activity. 
- Activity limitations. 
- EMBA maps. 
- Explanation of what an EMBA is. 
- Information on the EMBAs should be viewed with the supporting context provided within the EP. 
- When sharing information about EMBAs, key considerations to communicate. 
- Notes that COPA is looking forward to meeting with GMTOAC and the native title holders to discuss opportunities around the 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program in February 2025. 
 

6334 13/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent from individual requesting: 
- KMZ files for the other areas identified, including the EMBA. 
- Clarification on the information about seismic surveys on the website. 
- Any further information about the acquisition of the 3D seismic survey referred to. 
- The individual acknowledged the receipt of KMZ files for petroleum title and operational areas and stated the intention to build a 
map to visualise the extent of all activities in their Nyamat Mirring (and broader seascape in the Otway Basin). 
 

6339 18/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT BY EJA ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Sent to individual with attached letter: 
- Sought information to clarify on ConocoPhillips' involvement with CGG's activities before deciding if both should attend the same 

meeting. 
- Requested several materials from ConocoPhillips within 28 days, including PowerPoint presentations, plain English information 

sheets on various environmental and cultural impacts, correspondence with NOPSEMA and updates to the Environment Plan (EP), 
and responses to specific questions.  

- The proposed Draft Agenda for the 15 February meeting. 



Record of Consultation 

Event Id Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Information on the role of EJA and GMTOAC, emphasizing the need for independent legal and other assistance to ensure 
meaningful consultation. 

- Seeking clarification on any other matters and looks forward to receiving the requested materials and responses by 15 January 
2025. 

6340 23/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Provides response to 13 December email: 
- COPA has provided links to KMZ files for their petroleum titles and operational areas. They stress that these maps show the 

broadest extent within which activities could occur, not the actual areas of activity.  
- COPA will not provide KMZ files for the Environmental Management Boundaries Areas (EMBA) due to the risk of misunderstanding 

without the supporting context provided in their Environment Plan (EP). COPA emphasized the importance of accurate and 
relevant information. 

- Noted that GMTOAC has requested KMZ files for Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) for key species from the Commonwealth 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, Environment and Water but has not yet received a response.  

- Reiterates that the activity does not include a marine seismic survey. COPA plans to conduct seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling to find natural gas. 

- Proposed activities are not contingent on CGG’s activities and provide details on their data analysis process for selecting drilling 
locations. 
 

6341 23/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL FROM COP TO EJA ACTING ON BEHALF OF GMTOAC: Provides response to 18 December letter from EJA with 
attached response letter: 
- COPA noted that it has complied with all relevant obligations under the Regulations for its EP, including consultation with 

GMTOAC. 
- COPA values building respectful and long-term partnerships with First Nations people, including GMTOAC and Gunditjmara. 
- Reiterated that the activity does not include a marine seismic survey. The company plans to conduct seabed surveys and 

exploration drilling to find natural gas, which is crucial for meeting gas demand while transitioning to renewable energy sources. 
- The selection of drilling locations is based on detailed data analysis, and the proposed activities are not dependent on CGG’s 

activities. 
- Acknowledges the request for numerous documents and information by 15 January 2025. Notes that COPA has already provided 

this information and provides attachments demonstrating this. 
- COPA notes it will prioritise a further response to requested materials to support discussions on the Cultural Heritage Protection 

Program. 
- COPA notes that the Environment Plan (EP) is undergoing regulatory assessment by NOPSEMA. COPA provides updates on 

changes to the proposed activities to relevant persons via email and their Consultation Hub. COPA do not plan to share 
correspondence from NOPSEMA, as inquiries should be directed to the regulator. 

- COPA is looking forward to the scheduled meeting on 15 February 2025 with GMTOAC and Gunditjmara people, as per the 
proposed agenda topics. 

 
 



Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) – ORG ID 48 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan Table 3-5 with functions in the wider EMBA. Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) is a Development agency for SA primary industries and regions including aquaculture industry and 
commercial fishing. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) consultation with Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) resulted in meaningful information gathering regarding fishery data and contact information for further 
engagement with other relevant persons. 
Please note, records of engagement with each relevant DPIR Fishery Manager, regarding Tier Two SA state commercial fishers, are reported in Org IDs: 1153, 1154, 1155, 1156, 1157, 1158. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia initially engaged with Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) (DPIR SA) in September 2022 regarding a data request to identify fisheries in the wider EMBA. Following further 
enquiries DPIR SA referred COPA to Org ID 74 Department of Energy and Mining SA for further engagement (Event ID 5462). 
Following the Tier Two methodology, proportional consultation was undertaken with the following relevant SA state fisheries that overlap with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, 
based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA): Miscellaneous Fishery (Giant Crab Fishery) (Org ID 1153), Abalone Fishery (Org ID 1154), Charter Boat Fishery (Org ID 
1155), Marine Scalefish Fishery (Org ID 1156), Sardine Fishery (Org ID 1157), Rock Lobster Fishery (Org ID 1158).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, DPIR SA were consulted on the basis of their role as a State or Territory Department or Agency with the role as a development agency for SA primary industries and regions 
including aquaculture and commercial fishing. Sufficient information was exchanged through data requests allowing DPIR SA to provide ConocoPhillips Australia with important information to identify fisheries in 
the wider EMBA. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) (DPIR SA). The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) received initial engagement about the activity in September 2022, 423 days prior to initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  



During consultation:   
During consultation, Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of 
preparation of the EP 

1758 2584 The file contains various datasets including Southern Zone Abalone Fishery data, Charter 
Boat Fishery data, Marine Scalefish Fishery data, Lakes and Coorong Fishery data, Goolwa 
cockle catch data, Rock Lobster Fisheries data, Giant/King crab data, and GPS locations of 
specific South East areas. Some data, such as spatial data for the Southern Zone Abalone 
Fishery and days fished for the Giant/King crab fishery, are not available due to 
confidentiality and other reasons. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips used the fishery datasets throughout the course of 
preparing the environment plan. 

1759 1744 Relevant person provided link to the contact details for the Energy & Mining (SA) Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia consulted with the Department of Energy 
and Mining (SA) (ORG ID 74). 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2581 5/09/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following previous correspondence.  
 
Summary of Information Received: 
• Sent data request form to team member. Document attached to email. 
• Informed they added a comment regarding shapefiles. 

2583 12/09/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received on 5 September 2022. Team member sent signed and revised data request form. 
Document attached to email. 

2584 24/10/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 12 September 2022. 
 



Summary of Information Received: 
• Individual sent requested datasets via an Excel file and described the datasets included in the file. Individual attached datasets Excel file, including a 
link to various stock assessment reports. 

2585 24/10/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received the same day.  
Team member thanked individual for providing information. 

2533 24/10/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on the same day. Individual acknowledged team member gratitude. 
5457 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 

.   Responded to web enquiry seeking contact email for release of project information. 
5435 15/02/2023 Email Internet enquiry to seek appropriate email address to which to send information. 
5462 16/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From auto reply. 

.   Responding to web enquiry. 
1744 19/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
 



Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) – ORG ID 49 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, specifically the representative peak body for the Victorian seafood industry representing 

commercial fishers and processors, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) and their members resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks 

related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM04: Commercial Marine 

Operators Adjustment Protocol. Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) and ConocoPhillips Australia had an engagement arrangement, where Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) acted as a conduit between ConocoPhillips 

Australia and its members (see Appendix C4). 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Seafood Industry Victoria’s (SIV) preferred method of communication. Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they 

would engage directly (Event ID 4309). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4189). A request was made by SIV in Event ID 

5033, which was later defined and confirmed in Event ID’s 5034 and 5036). This report and the Environment Plan adheres to the request made. 

 

Public comment period 

Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 

(Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 

additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access 

it. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV), with 16 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment 

Submission’ table below (Event ID 4943). 

 

In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 

through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5097, 5108). 

 

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with SIV including after the closure of the public comment period. This included further information and discussion regarding the Otway Marine Industries Co-

Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and compensation protocol, in addition to project update campaign emails. 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 

as described above. The base level of information provided between 10 February 2023 and 8 June 2023:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1157; 1637). 

• Provided a summary of potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no commercial fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1637; 1823). 



• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157; 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1205). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414; 1637). 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. (Event ID’s 4846; 4879) 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID’s 3181) 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) received initial notification about plans for the activity in November 2022. In February 2023, SIV was contacted to discuss an engagement arrangement, for consultation with the 

organisation and their members, and received initial information on 8 February 2024, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SIV between 10 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 118 days). After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Seafood 

Industry Victoria (SIV) had the information for a period of 154 days.  

 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

• Response to all objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event IDs: 3374), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  

• An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5097).  

 

SIV and its members are Tier One Commercial Fishers (see Appendix C4), for this group ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving sufficient information to be a reasonable period to 

make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SIV to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 

in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) raised 4 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 

outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

117 1823, 3374, 5108 Relevant person claimed that information sheets 

provided for the proposed activity by ConocoPhillips 

Australia were not easy to read and interpret. 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites any and all information on how we can continue 

to improve our consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected by the proposed activities 

to help inform the EP.  

 

The Commercial Fishing Information Sheet was developed to support consultation with the commercial fishing industry 

and provided a summary of expected environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity to support 



ongoing relevant person consultation. We welcome feedback on how we continue to make information for the 

commercial fishing industry more accessible.  

118 1823, 3374, 5108 Relevant person recommended that the timelines for 

information and consultation be included in 

information sheets. 

ConocoPhillips Australia outlined proposed timeframes for consultation in February of 2023 and subsequently 

extended consultation in late July, and again in August 2023.   

1428 1823 The relevant person suggested using soundbite 

snippets and referencing fisheries and fishers as 

much as possible, due to members' low email activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to engage commercial fishers across a variety of distribution channels, such as 

registered mail to postal addresses, meetings, email and via fishing industry representatives. 

 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 

ID 

Related 

Events 

Feedback 

Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 

claim 

Assessment of 

Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 

Environment Plan 

117 3374, 5108, 

1823 

Claim Relevant person claimed that information 

sheets provided for the proposed activity 

by ConocoPhillips Australia were not 

easy to read and interpret. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites any and all 

information on how we can continue to improve our consultation with individuals, 

groups and organisations potentially affected by the proposed activities to help 

inform the EP.  

 

The Commercial Fishing Information Sheet was developed to support consultation 

with the commercial fishing industry and provided a summary of expected 

environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity to support 

ongoing relevant person consultation. We welcome feedback on how we continue 

to make information for the commercial fishing industry more accessible.  

Nil 

118 5108, 1823, 

3374 

Claim Relevant person recommended that the 

timelines for information and 

consultation be included in information 

sheets. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia outlined proposed timeframes for consultation in February 

of 2023 and subsequently extended consultation in late July, and again in August 

2023.   

Nil 

1123 4363 Claim Relevant person emphasized the need 

for compensation to be a mutual 

agreement between the titleholder and 

individual fishers. They also suggested 

that all commercial fishers should have 

the opportunity to review and comment 

on the proposed adoption of the NERA 

protocol. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol  

EPS4.1 An Adjustment Protocol will be developed in consultation with fishing 

associations and individual fishers to ensure that commercial fishers’ claims can be 

assessed and compensated.  

EPS 4.2 ConocoPhillips Australia will undertake to continue to work with other 

titleholders, fishing associations and fishers, to design an application process for 

compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts associated with 

commercial fishers having to make multiple applications to multiple titleholders. 

CM04: Commercial 

Marine Operators 

Adjustment Protocol 

1313 1823 Claim Relevant person expressed awareness of 

the 'spatial squeeze' in the offshore 

environment and is considering ways to 

communicate key messages on various 

topics to members. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with 

EP Table 3-7 

Noted. 

 

Nil 

 



Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback 

ID 

Related Event 

ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

521 5108, 4943, 

5097 

The proposed operational areas for 

planned exploration drilling activity in 

the Otway Basin described in this EP 

are directly in conflict with sensitive 

habitats and productive fishing 

grounds for several commercially 

important Victorian state managed 

fisheries, including Southern Rock 

Lobster, Giant Crab and Pale Octopus. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia the considers the claim regarding the presence of Victorian commercial fishing activity within the operational areas of 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.7.7 (Victorian Managed Fisheries) and the aspect chapters identified to impact marine 

invertebrates (i.e. impulsive underwater sound emissions, seabed disturbance) which are assessed in Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and 

predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in 

Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the giant crab or southern rock lobster fisheries are predicted as the result of the 

proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The Victorian octopus fishery’s status is undefined, however, VFA (2022) data shows the majority 

of the fishing effort is to the east of the operational areas with the two reporting grids partially overlapping VIC/P79 in the northern extent 

reporting less than 5 vessels being present. Considering aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a 

short-term, impacts to species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be negligible and a change in commercial catch is 

considered highly unlikely. 

The operational areas for the exploration program are defined as ‘the areas within which petroleum activities may occur’ which are detailed in 

Section 2.1.1 of the EP. However, for the maximum 6 proposed drilling locations a Drilling Area will be established around each exploration well 

within the broader operational areas. Each drilling area will be represented by a 2 km radius cautionary zone around the well site while the rig is 

moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and the 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The 2 km 

radius Drilling Areas will be short-term only (each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to 

account for potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events). In addition, the Drilling Area will occupy a relatively 

small area (12.57 km2) which represents only a small fraction of the fisheries stated and areas which other marine users may be displaced while 

the drilling rig is on location.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol 

(CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

522 5108, 4943, 

5097 

SIV is the peak representative body 

for the Victorian commercial fishing 

sector with a broad membership that 

encompasses associations and 

businesses from across the seafood 

supply chain. 

Noted. 

523 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Southern Rock Lobster (Jasus 

edwardsii) is a quota managed 

resource in Victoria and is the State’s 

most valuable fishery.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim stating the importance of the Victorian Southern Rock Lobster Fishery.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.7.7 (Victorian Managed Fisheries) and the aspect chapters identified to impact marine 

invertebrates (i.e. impulsive underwater sound emissions, seabed disturbance) which are assessed in Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and 

predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in 

Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the southern rock lobster fishery are predicted as the result of the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. Considering aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a short-term, 

impacts to species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be negligible and a change in commercial catch is considered highly 

unlikely. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

524 5108, 4943, 

5097 

The operational areas described in 

the EP overlap with over 20% of 

Victorian fishing grid cells with 

"ConocoPhillips Australia the considers the claim regarding the overlap of the western zone of  the Victorian southern rock lobster fishery with 

the operational areas of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 



reported catch for the Western Zone 

Rock Lobster Fishery over the 2011-

2021 period. 

ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.7.7 (Victorian Managed Fisheries) and the aspect chapters identified to impact marine 

invertebrates (i.e. impulsive underwater sound emissions, seabed disturbance) which are assessed in Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and 

predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in 

Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the southern rock lobster fisheries are predicted as the result of the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. Considering aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a short-term, 

impacts to species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be negligible and a change in commercial catch is considered highly 

unlikely. 

The operational areas for the exploration program are defined as ‘the areas within which petroleum activities may occur’ which are detailed in 

Section 2.1.1 of the EP. However, for the maximum 6 proposed drilling locations a Drilling Area will be established around each exploration well 

within the broader operational areas. Each drilling area will be represented by a 2 km radius cautionary zone around the well site while the rig is 

moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and the 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The 2 km 

radius Drilling Areas will be short-term only (each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to 

account for potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events). In addition, the Drilling Area will occupy a relatively 

small area (12.57 km2) which represents only a small fraction of the fisheries stated and areas which other marine users may be displaced while 

the drilling rig is on location.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol 

(CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

525 5108, 4943, 

5097 

The Giant Crab (Pseudocarcinus 

gigas) fishery is a quota managed 

resource in Victoria classified as 

sustainable.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim stating the status of the Victorian Giant Crab Fishery to be of high merit .  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.7.7 (Victorian Managed Fisheries) and the aspect chapters identified to impact marine 

invertebrates (i.e. impulsive underwater sound emissions, seabed disturbance) which are assessed in Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and 

predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in 

Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the giant crab fishery are predicted as the result of the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program. Considering aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a short-term, impacts to 

species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be negligible and a change in commercial catch is considered highly unlikely. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

526 5108, 4943, 

5097 

The proposed operational areas 

described in the EP overlap with over 

55% of Victorian fishing grid cells with 

reported Giant Crab catch over the 

2011-2021 period. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia the considers the claim regarding the overlap of the giant crab with the operational areas of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program to be of high merit. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.7.7 (Victorian Managed Fisheries) and the aspect chapters identified to impact marine 

invertebrates (i.e. impulsive underwater sound emissions, seabed disturbance) which are assessed in Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and 

predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in 

Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the giant crab fisheries are predicted as the result of the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program. Considering aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a short-term, impacts to 

species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be negligible and a change in commercial catch is considered highly unlikely. 

The operational areas for the exploration program are defined as ‘the areas within which petroleum activities may occur’ which are detailed in 

Section 2.1.1 of the EP. However, for the maximum 6 proposed drilling locations a Drilling Area will be established around each exploration well 

within the broader operational areas. Each drilling area will be represented by a 2 km radius cautionary zone around the well site while the rig is 

moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and the 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The 2 km 

radius Drilling Areas will be short-term only (each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to 

account for potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events). In addition, the Drilling Area will occupy a relatively 

small area (12.57 km2) which represents only a small fraction of the fisheries stated and areas which other marine users may be displaced while 

the drilling rig is on location.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol 

(CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol). 



ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

527 5108, 4943, 

5097 

The first quota managed octopus 

fishery in Victoria was established in 

the East of the State. There are 

currently exploratory permits 

operating off the coast of Western 

Victoria with a view to using that data 

to inform future management of 

sustainable octopus catch in the 

region. The Northern extent of the 

operational areas described in the EP 

overlap with fishing grounds for 

octopus. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia the considers the claim regarding the presence of Victorian commercial fishing activity within the operational areas of 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.7.7 (Victorian Managed Fisheries) and the aspect chapters identified to impact marine 

invertebrates (i.e. impulsive underwater sound emissions, seabed disturbance) which are assessed in Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and 

predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The Victorian octopus 

fishery’s status is undefined, however, VFA (2022) data shows the majority of the fishing effort is to the east of the operational areas with the 

two reporting grids partially overlapping VIC/P79 in the northern extent reporting less than 5 vessels being present. Considering aspects 

identified to impact marine invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a short-term, impacts to species productivity at an ecosystem or 

population level would be negligible and a change in commercial catch is considered highly unlikely. 

The operational areas for the exploration program are defined as ‘the areas within which petroleum activities may occur’ which are detailed in 

Section 2.1.1 of the EP. However, for the maximum 6 proposed drilling locations a Drilling Area will be established around each exploration well 

within the broader operational areas. Each drilling area will be represented by a 2 km radius cautionary zone around the well site while the rig is 

moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and the 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The 2 km 

radius Drilling Areas will be short-term only (each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to 

account for potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events). In addition, the Drilling Area will occupy a relatively 

small area (12.57 km2) which represents only a small fraction of the fisheries stated and areas which other marine users may be displaced while 

the drilling rig is on location.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol 

(CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol). 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

528 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Section 6.6.7.2 of the EP reports that 

sound exposure is unlikely to impact 

invertebrates unless within metres of 

a continuous sound source. However, 

there is clear evidence that 

anthropogenic noise affects a wide 

range of species from a variety of 

different taxonomic groups. 

Staotcysts, the mechanosensory 

organs common to many marine 

invertebrates, have shown sensitivity 

to aquatic noise in both crustacea 

(Day et al., 20201; Cowan et al., 20212) 

and cephalopods (Sole et al., 20133). 

Anthropogenic noise can also delay 

hatching or egg development (Sole et 

al., 20234) and cause a reduction in 

feeding behaviour (Wale et al. 20135) 

in some crustacea 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on marine invertebrates 

such as scallops and bivalves to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were 

adequately assessed. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this 

approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within 

the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation (Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP)) and geophysical 

surveys (Sub-bottom Profiling (SBP)).  

VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation 

in underwater sound emission impact assessment. These are considered Impulsive sound sources. Non-impulsive or continuous sound sources 

are those typically generated from vessel propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull plus operation of machinery and 

equipment. These are assessed in Chapter 6.6 of the EP. 

Noise modelling undertaken for the EP (Appendix G) showed that the noise effect criteria for marine invertebrates is not predicted to be 

reached at the seafloor for VSP or SBP.  

Impulsive underwater sound emissions from short duration VSP and SBP do not reach the noise effect criteria for impairment of marine 

invertebrates at the seafloor. However, sub-lethal effects may occur within the effect distance to the ‘no effect’ criteria at the seafloor which was 

reached at 170 m for VSP. Therefore, within water depths <170 m, marine invertebrates directly below the impulsive sound source during short-

duration VSP (maximum 20 hours per well) are likely to detect a change in ambient sound; however, negligible consequences are predicted 

given other, more conservative criteria are not reached at the seafloor over the range of water depths within the operational areas.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

529 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Unfortunately, at present there is a 

lack of knowledge regarding potential 

impacts of noise generated from 

vertical seismic profiling and 

"ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed the feedback provided and considers the item raised to be sufficiently addressed in the Chapter 6.7 

which assesses the potential impacts that impulsive underwater noise sources such as short-duration VSP will have on relevant receptors. 

 

ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 



exploratory drilling on the species 

highlighted in this submission. 

530 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Section 6.2.2 of the EP acknowledges 

that the presence of seabed survey 

vessels, the drilling rig and support 

vessels used for the activity, and the 

establishment of exclusion zones, 

may result in the displacement of 

other marine users engaging in 

activities such as commercial fishing. 

This may result in impacts to catch 

and higher costs of production for 

those fishers needing to alter routine 

fishing practices, including increased 

sailing time resulting in higher fuel 

and labour costs. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to fishers to be of 

high merit and have reviewed existing control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically disadvantaged as a result of the proposed 

activity. 

As described in EP Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has the potential to interfere with commercial fishing activities by the 

exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and as a result of loss of catch. An 

assessment of impacts on sail time is included which identified it would take approximately 10 minutes to detour around a drilling area, which is 

unlikely to result in a significantly longer sail time or increase in fuel use. Further, commercial fishers will be notified via Notice to Mariners and 

through pre-start notifications from ConocoPhillips Australia of where and when activities will be undertaken, allowing vessels to plan their 

transit to avoid increased travel time and distance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the development of 

a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing associations and 

individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) 

for the exploration program. This includes a commitment to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an 

application process for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers. No long-term impacts to 

fisheries are predicted as detailed in Chapter 6.2, therefore a full retirement of quota is not considered an appropriate response to this short-

term, recoverable activity with no predicted population level impacts to commercially important species. 

 

ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

531 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Section 8.3 of the EP seeks to address 

the potential impact of displacement 

on commercial fisheries. The 

acceptable level of impact is 

described as – ‘commercial fishers are 

not economically disadvantaged as a 

result of oil and gas activities in the 

offshore Otway Basin’. A ‘Commercial 

Marine Adjustment Protocol’ is 

described in 8.3 and outlined further 

in Table 9-1, whereby ConocoPhillips 

commit to working with fishing 

associations and fishers in the design 

of an appropriate process that 

ensures impacted parties are properly 

compensated. 

Noted. 

532 5108, 4943, 

5097 

SIV has concerns regarding the 

suitability of the NERA protocol as a 

compensation framework in relation 

to displacement of Victorian 

commercial fishers. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to fishers to be of 

high merit and have reviewed existing control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically disadvantaged as a result of the proposed 

activity. 

As described in EP Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has the potential to interfere with commercial fishing activities by the 

exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and as a result of loss of catch.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the development of 

a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing associations and 

individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) 

for the exploration program. This includes a commitment to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an 

application process for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers. No long-term impacts to 

fisheries are predicted as detailed in Chapter 6.2, therefore a full retirement of quota is not considered an appropriate response to this short-

term, recoverable activity with no predicted population level impacts to commercially important species. 



 

ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

533 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Under the NERA Protocol, 

displacement of Victorian licence 

holders will result in increased fishing 

pressure on other reefs causing risk of 

localised depletion, and a reduction 

in profitability not only of the 

displaced parties, but also those 

incurring increased competition in the 

remaining limited fishing grounds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to fishers to be of 

high merit and have reviewed existing control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically disadvantaged as a result of the proposed 

activity. 

As described in EP Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has the potential to interfere with commercial fishing activities by the 

exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and as a result of loss of catch.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the development of 

a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing associations and 

individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) 

for the exploration program. This includes a commitment to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an 

application process for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers. No long-term impacts to 

fisheries are predicted as detailed in Chapter 6.2, therefore a full retirement of quota is not considered an appropriate response to this short-

term, recoverable activity with no predicted population level impacts to commercially important species. 

 

ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

534 5108, 4943, 

5097 

Given the lack of current 

understanding regarding potential 

impacts of drilling activity on species 

highly susceptible to physiological 

and behavioural disruption associated 

with anthropogenic noise, SIV 

requests that habitat types known to 

be important to stocks of Southern 

Rock Lobster, Giant Crab and octopus 

be avoided wherever possible in the 

final placement of the nine 

exploratory drilling sites within the 

large operational areas described in 

the EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed the feedback provided and consider the item raised to be sufficiently addressed within the EP.  

Aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates include impulsive underwater sound emissions and seabed disturbance which are assessed in 

Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the southern rock lobster fisheries are 

predicted as the result of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The Victorian octopus fishery’s status is undefined, however, VFA 

(2022) data shows the majority of the fishing effort is to the east of the operational areas with the two reporting grids partially overlapping 

VIC/P79 in the northern extent reporting less than 5 vessels being present. Considering aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates will 

occur on a localised extent for a short-term, impacts to species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be negligible and a 

change in commercial or recreational catch is considered highly unlikely. 

It should be noted that there are a maximum of 6 exploration wells planned (2 firm wells and up to 4 optional wells). A Drilling Area will be 

established around each exploration well within the broader Operational Areas. Each drilling area will be represented by a 2 km radius 

cautionary zone around the well site while the rig is moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and 

the 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The 2 km radius Drilling Areas will be short-term only (each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, 

but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to account for potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events). The 

Drilling Area will occupy a relatively small area (12.57 km2) which represents only a small fraction of the fisheries stated and areas which other 

marine users may be displaced while the drilling rig is on location. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing an Adjustment Protocol (CM04: Commercial Marine 

Operators Adjustment Protocol). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

536 5108, 4943, 

5097 

In planning the nine exploratory 

drilling sites within the large 

operational areas described in the EP, 

efforts should be made to avoid 

those areas most relied upon by 

commercial fishing operations. This 

includes the Northern End of VIC/79 

(Southern Rock Lobster, Pale 

Octopus) and West side of T/49P 

(Giant Crab). 

"ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed the feedback provided and consider the item raised to be sufficiently addressed within the EP.  

Aspects identified to impact marine invertebrates include impulsive underwater sound emissions and seabed disturbance which are assessed in 

Chapters 6.7 and 6.3, respectively, and predict no changes to the populations of these mobile species as the result of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program. Further, as detailed in Chapter 6.2 no impacts to the sustainable stock status of the giant crab or southern rock lobster 

fisheries are predicted as the result of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The Victorian octopus fishery’s status is undefined, 

however, VFA (2022) data shows the majority of the fishing effort is to the east of the operational areas with the two reporting grids partially 

overlapping VIC/P79 in the northern extent reporting less than 5 vessels being present. Considering aspects identified to impact marine 

invertebrates will occur on a localised extent for a short-term, impacts to species productivity at an ecosystem or population level would be 

negligible and a change in commercial or recreational catch is considered highly unlikely. 

It should be noted that there are a maximum of 6 exploration wells planned (2 firm wells and up to 4 optional wells). A Drilling Area will be 

established around each exploration well within the broader Operational Areas. Each drilling area will be represented by a 2 km radius 

cautionary zone around the well site while the rig is moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and 



the 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The 2 km radius Drilling Areas will be short-term only (each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, 

but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to account for potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events). The 

Drilling Area will occupy a relatively small area (12.57 km2) which represents only a small fraction of the fisheries stated and areas which other 

marine users may be displaced while the drilling rig is on location. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing an Adjustment Protocol (CM04: Commercial Marine 

Operators Adjustment Protocol). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 

reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

537 4943, 5097, 

5108 

Further, offshore oil and gas 

developers seeking to exclude 

Victorian commercial fishing licence 

holders from areas with historical 

fishing activity should design an 

appropriate compensation protocol 

that does not compel fishers to 

relocate their fishing operations. This 

can be achieved through ‘retirement 

of quota’ whereby licence holders 

abstain from fishing for the relevant 

period and are compensated for loss 

of revenue based on historical catch 

rates and current market price. This 

type of framework has been used 

successfully in the past by offshore oil 

and gas companies in the Southern 

Ocean to avoid risks associated with 

displacing fishing effort for species 

with localised habitats and limited 

fishing grounds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to fishers to be of 

high merit and have reviewed existing control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically disadvantaged as a result of the proposed 

activity. 

 

As described in EP Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has the potential to interfere with commercial fishing activities by the 

exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and as a result of loss of catch.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other 

marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the development of 

a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing associations and 

individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) 

for the exploration program. This includes a commitment to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an 

application process for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers. No long-term impacts to 

fisheries are predicted as detailed in Chapter 6.2, therefore a full retirement of quota is not considered an appropriate response to this short-

term, recoverable activity with no predicted population level impacts to commercially important species. 

 

ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4303 14/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual to discuss an engagement arrangement agreement with the organisation.  

 

• COP team member stated that they would be in the area over a specified period if the individual had availability for a coffee catch up. 

• Discussed that COP Australia is looking for an engagement arrangement agreement to support engagement for the proposed offshore drilling EP. 

• Outlined the following areas in which COP team was also seeking support: 

-Identifying which organisation members wish to be represented via the organisation. 

-To provide COP team with a list of individuals who seek to be engaged as individuals and not via the organisation. 

-To understand the full magnitude of direct fishing displacement. 

-To identify any potential interaction between fishing effort and the drilling activity. 

-To identify broader issues and concerns. 

-To distribute information about the proposed activity. 

-Collation of feedback of members. 

-To support identified port visits. 

-To provide regular progress/feedback reporting. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4304 17/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team member’s email of 14/11/22 discussing an engagement arrangement. 

 

• Individual stated they had just returned from a conference where they had misplaced their laptop. 

• Stated the laptop was being returned and that they would provide a response to the proposal in the upcoming days. 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 

Environmental Plan. 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans 

to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

4305 29/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team member’s email of 14/11/22 to discuss an engagement arrangement. 

 

The individual:  

• Thanked COP team member for their patience.  

• Stated that the timing for a face-to-face meeting did not work but hoped that there would be an opportunity at a later date. 

• Stated that the organisation would be happy to engage in an engagement arrangement in relation to the proposed drilling project and provided details. 

• Outlined which fishing areas the organisation represents. 

• Extended the offer to provide contact details for a member organisation the COP team may wish to contact directly.  

• Provided the scope for the organisation’s assistance: 

o To develop a covering letter and undertake a direct mail out. 

o To promote COP’s strong record for meaningful stakeholder engagement and reasonable compensation program. 

o To respond to industry queries as applicable. 

o To facilitate any meetings as needed. 

o To coordinate feedback. 

o To provide regular updates to organisation members on project progress. 

• Provided a list of all the entities which sought to be in all communications regarding the proposed drilling project. 

• Stated that the organisation would require specific details regarding the proposed project.  

• Stated that they would provide a draft of their covering letter for review before distribution and evidence of the direct mail out.  

• Extended offer to call if COP team member would like to discuss in further detail.  

4306 13/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in their response to their email of 29/11/22 to discuss an engagement arrangement. 

 

COP team member: 

 

• Stated they had left a message on the individual’s phone but if they see the email correspondence first then they do not need to return the missed call.  

• Stated that the outline provided by the individual was a reasonable approach and that COP team would like to move forward.  

• Queried whether the estimate provided was adequate. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated there would be three additional information sheets/updates in addition to the initial project outline.  

• Requested a formal quote and that the quote be phased so COP team could pay incrementally.  

• Stated that COP team is preparing to circulate the first information sheet and would like to include that and the commercial fishing information sheet in the organisation’s 

mailout.  

• Asked if organisation intended to provide physical copies to its members and if so, what were the quantities so COP team could ship enough. 

• Extended offer to call individual to discuss.  

4307 14/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: To COP team member in their response to their email of 13/12/22 to discuss a engagement arrangement  

 

Individual: 

• Thanked COP team member for their email.  

• Stated they had provided their initial cost estimate on 2 rounds of updates, not 4. 

• Provided a revised cost estimate which would cover up to 5 rounds of updates/consultation/port visits and enquired if this was agreeable to COP team. 

• Stated their intention to undertake a direct mail out via email excluding 21 individuals who preferred hard copy correspondence.  

• Stated updates would also be published via the organisation website. 

• Provided the preferred timeframe for commercial fishers to receive updates.  

• Provided details of their new position at another organisation with their new email address.  

4308 14/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in their response to their email of 14/12/22 to discuss a engagement arrangement. 

 

COP team member: 

 

• Thanked the individual for the information provided in their email.  

• Stated the revised cost estimate was more realistic.  

• Requested that the individual move forward with developing a formal quote.  

• Stated the intention to stay in touch when the individual moves organisation. 

• Enquired if they could facilitate COP team’s attendance at annual port visits.  

1713 6/02/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: with individual to discuss organisation changes and consultation processes.  

 

• Discussed the start date of new CEO. 

• Individual provided the appropriate email address to forward any correspondence to organisation members.  

• Individual stated they would provide any correspondence to organisation Chair for approval prior to distribution.  

4189 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to organisation with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  

 

- Formal letter.  

- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

22 10/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual to discuss engagement arrangement with organisation.  

 

COP team member: 

 

•  Referred to engagement arrangement proposal sent previously by an organisation member who had now left the organisation.  

• Discussed procurement procedures  

• Requested the proposal be addressed to a specified organisation member. 

• Stated that they were happy to answer any questions the individual may have had.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Attached:  

 

• Organisation proposal to provide engagement arrangement work. 

1513 16/02/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to confirm receipt of COP team email of 08/03/23 with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake exploration drilling in the 

Otway Basin. 

 

• Spoke with individual who confirmed they have received COP team email.  

• Individual stated they would circulate the information to organisation members.  

699 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual to discuss the engagement arrangement with the organisation.  

 

COP team member: 

 

• Stated that COP Australia have a engagement arrangement with the organisation to support consultation with commercial fishers that had been negotiated with the 

individual’s predecessor. 

• Stated that they had only met with organisation virtually in the past and would like to meet with them in person to discuss the next phase of the proposed exploration 

drilling program and how the organisation would like COP team to engage with them. 

4309 28/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team email of 27/03/23 to discuss the engagement arrangement with the organisation and organise a meeting. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Thanked the COP team member for reaching out. 

• Stated they were aware of the organisation’s relationship with COP Australia but had not been able to review the details. 

• Stated a briefing on COP Australia’s plans going forward would be beneficial. 

• Confirmed their preference for a face-to-face meeting.  

• Requested availability from COP team member for a meeting.  

708 29/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 28/03/23 to request availability for meeting with the organisation to discuss the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program.  

 

COP team member:  

 

• Suggested that an online meeting be arranged in the first instance within the week to provide an overview. 

• Stated that COP team will visit individual for a face-to-face meeting when the individual is back from their leave. 

• Proposed various dates and times to have a face-to-face meeting and requested if any of them would work for the individual.  

1823 3/04/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 

 

MEETING VIRTUAL: With Organisation. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Overview of COP; history of exploration in the basin; Title commitments for permits. 

• Overview of activity. 

• Availability of interactive map on consultation hub. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Outlined future exploration process and key regulatory requirements and milestones. 

• Exchanged information on past working relationships; and current opportunities and constraints.  

• Reviewed engagement approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Confirmed commitment to a fair adjustment protocol.  

• Organisation explained confusion around sequential operations, and consultation fatigue and outlined need for accessible information. 

833 4/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual to discuss invoice under engagement arrangement in relation to the proposed offshore drilling program in the Otway Basin.  

 

COP team member: 

 

• Stated the initial invoice provided by the organisation had been rejected as it wasn’t in line with the agreed scope of work. 

• Requested that the individual provide a revised invoice for phase one payment,  

• Further requested a copy of the letter and attachments the organisation sent with the mailout and the number of recipients that received.  

4299 5/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to COP team email of 04/04/23.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

 

.   Work had been completed under engagement arrangement to distribute information. 

.      Details were provided. 

•       The invoice for the full amount was confirmed by organisation member in internal email chain.  

4300 5/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 05/04/23 to discuss the invoice under engagement arrangement in relation to the proposed offshore drilling 

program in the Otway Basin.  

 

COP team member: 

• Requested that the individual re-issue the invoice as the copy held by COP team had been deleted when the payment review process was declined.  

980 14/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions regarding the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program.  

 

• Noted that COP Australia is collaborating with CGG to reduce consultation fatigue. 

• Requested that organisation distribute a notification to members informing them of the sessions.  

• Provided locations and times of the sessions being held.  

4301 14/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team’s email of 14/04/24 with information about Community Information Sessions regarding the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Otway Exploration Program. Individual:  

 

• Stated they would be happy to distribute a notification to its organisation members.  

• Requested that COP team member supply the text and provide any supporting information/attachments. 

4302 14/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their request of 14/04/23 for information about Community Information Sessions regarding the ConocoPhillips Australia 

Otway Exploration Program that they may distribute to their members. 

 

COP team member:  

• Provided requested text for notification about community information sessions.  

• Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback.   

• Provided locations and times of the sessions being held.  

• Provided link to location details.    

1116 4/05/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left Message.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 

look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 

which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 

sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1241 22/05/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left Message.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 

help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1766 20/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with touching base on their availability for an update and discussion on next steps regarding the proposed exploration drilling program.  

 

COP team member: 

• Stated that they wished to provide an update on how the EP development is progressing and feedback received from the Victorian fishing community.  

• Attached information sheets to support commercial fishers’ understanding of the potential affects of the proposed activity on their operations.  

• Requested that individual distribute the information provided to organisation members.  

 

Attached:  

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• Information Sheet 3 (Project Update) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

1785 22/06/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left message. 

1794 26/06/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left Message.  

1949 30/06/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to discuss engagement arrangement and consultation process.  

 

• Individual advised that their organisation was in the process of drafting a policy for consulting with the energy industry.  

• Individual stated that they were moving towards a engagement arrangement model due to increases in requests for consultation.  

• Individual said their aim was to ensure the organisation and its members continued to inform consultation processes and that their views were addressed in EP’s. 

• COP team member enquired about consultation policy guidelines and potential impacts to the current engagement arrangement.  

• Individual stated that they may have been able to provide a draft of a new policy that could be reflected in EP.  

• COP team member asked how the individual would prefer to be briefed moving forward and requested a briefing pack on the potential impact of the project to Victorian 

fisheries in a slide deck.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COP team member requested confirmation be provided that recent information had been mailed out to organisation members. 

• Individual requested a follow up email be sent to confirm distribution.   

1951 4/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with follow up to phone call on 30/06/23 to discuss engagement arrangement and consultation.  

 

• COP team member thanked the individual for their time on the telephone. 

• Requested confirmation that the information sheets provided in email of 20/06/23 had been distributed to organisation members. 

 

Attached for reference:  

 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• Information Sheet 3 (Project Update) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2770 7/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual who advised of a fisher who would be impacted by the proposed drilling activity in the Otway Basin.  

 

• Individual stated that a commercial fisher in their organisation believed they would be impacted by the activity and requested further information regarding the process for 

seeking compensation.  

• Provided details of the affected fisher for direct consultation. 

• Stated that their organisation would like to be kept in the loop where appropriate in discussions with the commercial fisher.  

• Requested any information that COP Australia could share regarding preferred processes for calculating impact and applying compensation.  

2771 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 07/08/23 regarding a commercial fisher who believed they would be impacted by the proposed activity in the 

offshore Otway basin.  

 

• COP team member thanked the individual for advising about the commercial fisher. 

• Stated that the commercial fisher had been previously contacted during consultation but the COP team member would reach out again to follow up, 

• Informed individual that they would be updated with any key themes that emerge. 

• Said that the adjustment/compensation protocol had not yet been developed for this activity but were keen to have something in place prior to being operational.  

• Provided information regarding the adjustment protocol in place for the Sequoia Seismic Survey.  

• Clarified that the information provided was not the proposed adjustment protocol for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Attached:  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey Commercial Fishing Adjustment Protocol Fact Sheet 

*        FINAL Compensation Adjustment form 2AR 

2907 14/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from the individual in response to COP team’s email of 07/08/23 with information on the adjustment protocol for Sequoia Seismic Survey. 

 

• Individual thanked COP team member for providing the information. 

• Requested if there was a known timeframe on finalisation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Adjustment Protocol.  

2908 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 14/08/23 regarding the timeframe on finalisation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Adjustment 

Protocol.  

 

• COP team member advised that the adjustment protocol would need to be in place prior to any activity occurring. 

• Stated that COP team would start to develop in full after the completeness check, public comment and EP were under assessment with the external regulator NOPSEMA.  

• Asked if the individual or another member of the organisation would be interested in collaborating to develop the adjustment protocol.  

2942 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team’s email of 15/08/23 regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Adjustment Protocol.  

 

• Individual thanked COP team member for providing a timeline. 

• Stated that the organisation would appreciate being made aware of meetings regarding the development of the adjustment protocol.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3817 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals to commercial fisher in response to their email of 20/09/23 regarding fisheries data.   

 

• COP team member thanked the commercial fisher for their preliminary comments on the Regia fisheries report. Welcomed any further comments. 

• Stated that the data had been presented in a way that protects the privacy of the fishers.  

• Believed that actual value of catch data is confidential and only obtainable from individuals who engage in an evidence-based process to obtain reasonable monetary 

adjustment for loss of catch, displacement, and fishing gear loss or damage. Stated that they were open to education re this point. 

• Requested feedback on why their organisations and activity titleholders must understand actual value of fish caught to negotiate a compensation protocol.  

• Provided links to fishery data statistics.  

• Stated an invitation would be sent in due course to discuss the compensation protocol further.  

3393 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual with automated out of office response to email of 08/09/23 to commercial fisher regarding fisheries data.  

3374 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation from COP with formal letter attached in response to objections and claims raised.  

4613 28/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual regarding the organisation’s Offshore Energy Policy.  

 

• Individual stated that their policy outlines the organisation’s expectations regarding avoidance, mitigation, and management of impacts to their industry associated with 

activity/development in the marine area. 

• Stated that the policy also describes the organisation’s preferred model for engagement. 

• Extended offer to discuss the provision of relevant information regarding the proposed drilling activity in the offshore Otway Basin to commercial fishing and organisation 

members.  

• Believed that this would provide industry members with an opportunity to provide feedback or raise concerns through a known entity. 

• Stated that they believed the terms for an arrangement would be best captured in a formal agreement.  

• Said for COP team to reach out in the event of any questions and if COP team would like to receive their standard engagement for consideration.  

4622 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also to arrange a meeting. 

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Purpose to discuss multiple projects and consistent Compensation Protocol. 

 

Suggested Agenda: 

• Information and communication needs.  

• Scope and processes for finalizing details of protocol. 

• Inclusion of other titleholders. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Contact if further information needed.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4618 13/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program’s consultation pause. 

 

• COP team member stated consultation had been paused to allow for preparation of a submission to external regulator NOPSEMA for the proposed activity.  

• Requested a status update on the engagement arrangement with the organisation and how it has progressed / if there are any feedbacks, objections or claims that have 

been received. 

• Further requested the number of fishing license holders and organisation members reached with the dates and methods of communications.  

• Thanked individual for forwarding their Offshore Energy Policy on 29/09/23 and stated COP team would be in touch.  

4619 17/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team’s email of 13/10/23 with notification of a consultation pause.  

 

• Individual thanked COP team member for the update and noted consultation had been paused. 

• Stated that a member of their organisation would be in contact to provide COP team with the information requested regarding previous mailouts.  

4620 17/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to COP team’s email of 13/10/23 with request for the organisation’s information regarding the previous mailouts in relation to 

the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

• Individual stated that they had sent 5 updates to organisation members and provided number of license holders and members. 

• Individual gave the dates that communications were sent out. 

• Stated that there had been little feedback from the industry on the updates provided. 

4363 20/10/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 

VIRTUAL MEETING: With individuals to discuss development of Regional Adjustment Protocol. 

 

.   Meeting notes distributed on 24/10/23. 

4360 24/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals with attached meeting notes – 20/10/23 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Meeting notes from 20/10/23 the purpose of which was to determine how to gather input on compensation protocol. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Highlighted that compensation must be agreed between Titleholder and individual, so all relevant people should have opportunity to review and comment on the protocol.  

• Processes to gather input needs to be simple, efficient, and of minimal burden. 

•       Titleholders should collaborate to facilitate an open comment period. 

• Invite to others to join this effort – projects and associations. 

• Agreed the consultation processes and sources of information, including face-to-face feedback.  

4247 24/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual in response to email of 24/10/23 with meeting minutes from discussion on Regional Adjustment Protocol Compensation.  

 

• Individual thought the minutes provided captured the conversation and actions accurately.  

• Stated that their organisation would review the draft letter and website facility when available.  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 

a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4843 17/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual notifying COP team of an updated marine development policy document for the relevant organisation the individual represents. Link 

for updated policy document included in email. 

4845 17/11/2023 Telephone 

call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team called individual. No answer. Left message. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 

environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

4943 18/12/2023 Public 

Comment 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted a public comment on behalf of relevant organisation regarding the draft environmental plan for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

5026 30/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team requesting all past and future correspondence, verbal or electronic from relevant organisation and its members be 

considered privileged and confidential. 

5033 31/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual clarifying previous correspondence received from individual on 30/01/2023 requesting confidentiality and privacy of information. 

Individual noted all information requested to be kept as confidential unless otherwise agreed in writing with the individual.  

5034 31/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team confirming receipt of guidance and clarification from individual on the same day regarding updating the organisation’s 

confidentiality status and the status of its members to confidential.  

• COP team requested the inclusion of specific information to assist with reporting within the EP. 

• COP team advised that the individual could contact COP directly if they wished to discuss the requested inclusion of specific information further.   

5036 31/01/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to email sent by COP to the individual on the same day. 

• Individual thanked the COP team for confirming confidentiality status of the organisation and its representatives as confidential.  

• Individual requested a language change in the EP as it relates to engagement arrangement to align more closely with the language used by the organisation. 

5097 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team responding to their public comment submission. Email included an attached formal response letter from 

ConocoPhillips Australia. 

5108 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email sent to the individual from the COP team notifying the individual that COP issued a letter to the individual with the incorrect issue date due to an 

administrative error. COP team asked individual to advise if they would like the letter reissued with the correct date.  

5129 22/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent by COP team on 21/02/2024 notifying the individual that COP issued a letter to the individual with the incorrect 

issue date due to an administrative error.  

• Individual responded advising COP team that it was not necessary to reissue the letter with the correct date.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5298 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email sent to individual with attached letters for fishers’ behalf of multiple titleholders. Attachments included: 

 

• Request for input on the Otway Commercial Fishing Industry Adjustment Protocol. 

• Proposed draft letter to commercial fishing license holders. 

5310 26/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Email received from individual on behalf of relevant organisation. 

• Individual replied to COP teams’ initial consultation correspondence sent on 16/04/2023 with an official response attached to the email. 

• Individual submitted a proposal for changes to the proposed Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol on behalf of relevant organisation.  

5318 3/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team responded to individual’s request sent on 26/04/2023 with a formal letter response attached to the email.   

 

• COP team member noted that COP has taken the individual’s suggestions into consideration and made changes according to the feedback.  

• COP team member commented that COP is open to further suggestions and input from the individual and their relevant organisation on designing processes that work 

best for their relevant organisation and its members. 

• COP team provided contact information and advised the individual that they could contact the team directly with any questions or concerns. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

5488 5/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual on behalf of organisation advising that: 

 

- They are now managing engagement with Offshore Energy proponents under an engagement agreement. 

- They are offering their resources to distribute information and provide feedback. 

- They have attached their standard agreement for review. 

5503 18/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous correspondence. Team member noted: 

 

- Previously addressed team member no longer works at the company 

- Provided new contact information 

- Noted that the organisations distribution services are not currently required 

- Team would be in contact once EP acceptance has occurred. 

5505 18/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual acknowledging teams previous response. Individual noted that engagement agreement is not required at this point in time. 

5506 21/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming team will touch base again once EP has achieved acceptance. 

5535 3/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual requesting confirmation on several points: 

 

- That peak industry bodies and associations with whom they have an engagement arrangement hold authority to consult on behalf of all of their members for consultation 

on offshore petroleum activities. 

- That all commercial fishing license holders with entitlements to fish in the Environment that May Be Affected are members of those commercial fishing peak industry bodies 

associations. 

- Information on the membership of Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV), specifically which fisheries and commercial fishing license holders are members and written confirmation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

of SIV’s authority to consult on behalf of their members. 

- Whether there are any commercial fishers operating in the area who are not represented by SIV. 

- Confirmation that information supplied by ConocoPhillips Australia was successfully forwarded to the full membership of SIV. 

5542 4/09/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual. 

Key points of Discussion included: 

* Provision of information to members. 

* Inability to provide member information. 

* Information on Policy for engagement. 

6213 10/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual re confidentiality of sensitive information 

 

Key Information Shared 

* Proposed partial inclusion of information in EP  

* Records required by NOPSEMA as part of the EP assessment 

* The proposed balance in information sharing to meet both confidentiality request and regulatory requirements 

 

Key Actions 

* Request to individual to respond with questions or concerns within time frame. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 

Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) – ORG ID 50 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, specifically the Peak Industry Association for Tasmania representing commercial fishers 

and processors, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 

persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 

Protocol. Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) and ConocoPhillips Australia had an engagement arrangement, where Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) acted as a conduit between ConocoPhillips Australia and its 

members. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 

November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Seafood Industry Tasmania’s (SIT) preferred method of consultation and communicated by email, virtual meetings (Event ID 25; 1822; 1821), 

telephone calls, community sessions, SMS, webinar and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1637; 3050; 3181; 3361;  3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4830; 4844; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 

6288). Seafood Industry Tasmania’s (SIT) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event ID 9).  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 35). 

 

Public comment period    

SIT was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). Information 

was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email (Event ID 

4879) informed SIT that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.    

ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from SIT, as shown in the Public Comment table below.    

 

Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with SIT including after the closure of the public comment period. This included further information and discussion regarding the Otway Marine Industries Co-

Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and compensation protocol, in addition to project update campaign emails.  

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 

as described above. The information provided between 8 February 2023 and 2 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 763; 1157; 1637). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1157; 1637). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1821). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157; 1637). 



 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID’s 4846; 4879) 

• Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. (Event IDs 5204; 5292) 

 

Additional tailored information provided to SIT with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:   

• Produced and provided information sheet (Event ID 1473), following Feedback ID 1426 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 11 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT) received initial notification about plans for the activity in November 2022. In February 2023, SIT was contacted to discuss an engagement arrangement, for consultation with the 

organisation and their members, and received initial information on 8 February 2023, 274 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SIT between 8 February 2023 and 2 June 2023 (over a period of 114 days). After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Seafood 

Industry Tasmania (SIT) had the information for a period of 154 days.   

  

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

• Response to all objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event IDs: 4249), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   

  

SIT and its members are Tier One Commercial Fishers (see Appendix C4), for this group ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving sufficient information to be a reasonable period to 

make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks.  

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SIT to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 

in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation:  

Seafood Industry Tasmania’s (SIT) raised 9 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 

outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1425 1821 Relevant person suggested postponing the proposed visit to King Island, as it is scheduled a 

week before another visit. 

ConocoPhillips Australia postponed the June visit to King Island in response 

to individuals feedback (Event ID: 1473). 

1426 1822 Relevant person suggested that providing smaller pieces of information would be more 

effective than full chapters. They also mentioned that TSIC could assist in mapping broader 

values and sensitivities. 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to providing information sheets and 

preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment report (Event ID: 

1822; Document ID: 2264). 

1427 1822 Relevant person suggested that consultations with fishers are likely to have better attendance 

if held in the mid to late afternoon. 

ConocoPhillips Australia regarded this information as valuable and where 

possible scheduled community engagements to these times. 



1457 535 Relevant person expressed dissatisfaction with ConocoPhillips Australia's consultation 

process, particularly regarding past seismic programs. 

Following receipt of this email (ID 535: 15/02/2023) ConocoPhillips Australia 

contacted the individual via telephone call (ID 536: 2/03/2023) to discuss 

the assertions made and to identify their consultation preferences. 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of 

preparation of the EP 

1312 1822 Relevant person advised that some information could be obtained from stock 

assessments conducted by IMAS. 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to obtain fisheries data via IMAS e.g. 

Org ID: 9, Event ID: 71. 

1311 1822 Relevant person reiterated that the main concern is the confusion about the activity 

being seismic. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval.  

1310 1822 Relevant person advised that compensation should be considered over both short 

and long-term periods. 

Noted. Information will be considered during the development of the 

compensation protocol. 

1309 1822 Relevant person suggested that a larger exclusion zone may need to be considered 

for long-line fishers and trawlers. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has imposed a 2 km cautionary zone around the 

drilling location to encompass support vessels and anchors (EPS 2.1). 

1308 1822 Relevant person expressed concern about the impact of fine sediments on scallops 

and abalone. They also mentioned that the dredge modelling for Devonport by 

TasPorts was incorrect, which could lead to concerns about discharges. 

This information was included in EP Section 6.3.4.1. and 6.3.5.3 (Socio-

economic Environment which predicted that the consequence severity of 

seabed disturbance impacts on the socio-economic environment was minor 

for fisheries that overlapped the operational areas. Little or no fishing 

activity from the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery is expected within 

the operational areas, and there is no overlap with state scallop fisheries. No 

overlap occurs with abalone fisheries. 

1307 1822 Relevant person advised that the new proposal would face opposition in Tasmania, 

particularly on King Island. 

Noted. 

1306 1821 Relevant person advised the need to engage with Tasmanian fishers prior to the port 

visit to understand their concerns. They mentioned that broad protocols are in place, 

but the full impact won't be known until the drilling locations are disclosed. They 

plan to conduct a survey from Stanley to Strahan to gather information on fishing 

locations and timings. 

ConocoPhillips Australia was advised (2/6/2023; Event ID 1821) of the need 

to engage with Tasmanian fishers and plans by this association to survey 

widely, noting that until drill locations are determined, people will be unable 

to report accurately on expected impacts. This advice informed the 

development of the EP and the timing of engagement activities. 

1305 1821 Relevant person confirmed involvement in compensation protocol and 

acknowledged the challenges in making the protocol accessible while working 

towards an agreement. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been working with other titleholders, fishing 

associations and fishers, to design an application process for compensation 

that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers.  

1303 1821 Relevant person informed that TSIC will conduct a phone survey with King 

Island/NW members, draft questions about the values of different blocks, impacts of 

exclusion zones on activities, and seek engagement through the next newsletter. 

They also mentioned that the proposed dates for the KI visit are a week prior to the 

TGS visit and suggested a delay. They added that they might be able to attend if the 

visit is postponed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia was informed (2/6/2023; Event ID 1821) of plans by 

a fishing industry association of its plans to conduct a phone survey and 

engagement with King Island/NW members, drafting questions along lines 

of values of different blocks, where, why, impacts of exclusion zones on 

activities. This statement related to consultation on the adverse impacts of 

the proposed activity formed part of the processes for consultation in 

development of the EP. 

1302 1821 Relevant person advised that TSIC will conduct a phone survey with King Island/NW 

members, draft questions about the values of different blocks, impacts of exclusion 

zones on activities, and seek engagement through the next newsletter. 

Noted. 

1032 1822 Relevant person expressed concerns that the activity under discussion was a seismic 

survey. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval.  

 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 

ID 

Related Events Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 

or Claim 

Inclusion in 

Environment Plan 

149 3376, 4249, 1821 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 

regarding the 'marine spatial squeeze' 

that the fishing industry is feeling due to 

increase industry activity, market access, 

regulation and cost of living. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the ongoing mutual use of 

the marine area with new releases of acreage. ConocoPhillips 

Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth 

National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). As a 

titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to 

undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with 

NOPTA. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with 

other marine users to a greater extent than is necessary for the 

exercise of right conferred by the titles granted.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to ensuring that commercial 

marine operators are not economically disadvantaged as a result of 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is committed to having 

an evidence based commercial marine operators’ adjustment 

protocol in place prior to the commencement of the drilling 

program which will address economic impact as a result of 

displacement.  

An Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 

associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be assessed 

and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on 

feedback from consultation with other commercial marine 

operators who identified they could be potentially impacted by the 

petroleum activity. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia will work 

with other titleholders and relevant fishery associations and 

persons, to design an application process for compensation that 

minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial 

fishers. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia welcomes TSIC insight and requests 

guidance on how changes in market conditions and fishing 

practices could be accounted for in an evidence-based protocol.  

 

150 4249, 1821, 3376 Claim Relevant person stated that the number 

of activities is causing confusion and 

disengagement in the fishing community 

at a time of market uncertainty. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the ongoing mutual use of 

the marine area with new releases of acreage. ConocoPhillips 

Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth 

National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). As a 

titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to 

undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with 

NOPTA. 

 

Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the 

Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 

Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips 

Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the 

Working in an 

engagement 

arrangement with 

TSIC to reduce 

consultation fatigue 

of membership.  

Providing information 

and links to any 

individual or 

organisation that 

confuses the 

ConocoPhillips 



Feedback 

ID 

Related Events Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 

or Claim 

Inclusion in 

Environment Plan 

petroleum activities are carried out in a manner that is consistent 

with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set 

out in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). Additionally, these activities 

must be carried out in a manner that reduces the environmental 

impacts and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 

practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining 

environmental impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These 

objectives are critical to the protection of the marine environment 

and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated with 

offshore petroleum activities. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having an evidence based 

commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 

commencement of the drilling program which will address 

economic impact as a result of displacement. 

ConocoPhillips Australia welcomes TSIC insight and requests 

guidance on how changes in market conditions and fishing 

practices could be accounted for in an evidence based protocol.  

Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling 

Program with other 

titleholder/ 

proponent activities.  

151 4249, 1821, 3376 Claim Relevant person stated that the lack of 

defined drilling locations is causing 

unnecessary stress. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 

obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in permit 

T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data for parts of 

permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of drilling locations. 

This process will take some time and, as we work toward defining 

candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips Australia is proceeding 

to develop an Environment Plan that assesses the potential impacts 

and risks associated with exploration activities over larger 

operational areas within each of permit areas.  ConocoPhillips 

Australia is proceeding to develop an Environment Plan that 

assesses the potential impacts and risks associated with exploration 

activities over larger operational areas within each of permit areas. 

We understand that this may result in an overestimation of impacts 

and risks that are specific to your functions, interests and activities. 

However, we are applying a precautionary approach and request 

you provide feedback in relation to potential interactions over the 

larger operational areas, and the broader Environmental Planning 

Area, to ensure that we can address any concerns you may have. 

Review and update of 

information in EP 

section 1.4. 

152 4249, 1821, 3376 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 

regarding the adjustment protocol and 

whether it will be flexible with changing 

market dynamics. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having an evidence 

based commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 

commencement of the drilling program which will address 

economic impact as a result of displacement. 

ConocoPhillips Australia welcomes TSIC insight and requests 

guidance on how changes in market conditions and fishing 

practices could be accounted for in an evidence-based protocol. " 

CM04: Commercial 

Marine Operators 

Adjustment Protocol 

153 4249, 1821, 3376 Claim Relevant person stated that until the 

drilling locations are decided 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 

obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in permit 

T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data for parts of 

Information 



Feedback 

ID 

Related Events Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 

or Claim 

Inclusion in 

Environment Plan 

ConocoPhillips Australia will not know the 

full impact of the activity. 

permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of drilling locations. 

This process will take some time and, as we work toward defining 

candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips Australia is proceeding 

to develop an Environment Plan that assesses the potential impacts 

and risks associated with exploration activities over larger 

operational areas within each of permit areas.  ConocoPhillips 

Australia is proceeding to develop an Environment Plan that 

assesses the potential impacts and risks associated with exploration 

activities over larger operational areas within each of permit areas. 

We understand that this may result in an overestimation of impacts 

and risks that are specific to your functions, interests and activities. 

However, we are applying a precautionary approach and request 

you provide feedback in relation to potential interactions over the 

larger operational areas, and the broader Environmental Planning 

Area, to ensure that we can address any concerns you may have. 

1036 1822 Claim Relevant person noted that fisheries data 

may not always reflect effort and queried 

the possibility of using fishing vessels as 

support vessels. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia was advised that 

fishing intensity data represents only one measure of stock 

status/abundance and is not indicative of unfished stock which is 

important for recruitment into the fishery (Org ID: 50, Seafood 

Industry Tasmania (SIT), Event ID: 1821, FB ID: 1304; Document ID: 

3923). This assessment has utilised the most recently updated 

government data of fishery stocks and sustainability statuses to 

inform the assessment process. Furthermore, thorough 

consequence evaluation of all potential impacts and risks to 

unfished stock (i.e. fish as ecological receptors) from the activity 

has been assessed within relevant sections to ensure impacts do 

not cause impacts at a population level. See sections 6.6, 6.7, 7.4, 

7.6, and 7.7 for further details.   

N/A 

1102 3998 Claim Relevant person stated that they have 

reviewed chapters 5 to 8 and found no 

immediate concerns. However, they 

expressed uncertainty about the exact 

location of the drilling sites and 

mentioned the need to reassess potential 

impacts on seafood once this information 

is available. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges objections and claims 

regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment and has 

reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate 

explanation of the assessment process was provided. 

As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the 

process for selecting final drilling locations involves the completion 

of seismic data processing in order to select targets with a high 

probability of success and an analysis of the efficiency of the 

drilling program to confirm resources with the least number of 

wells. Therefore, operational areas have been designed to 

represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can 

occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough 

description of the environment within the operational areas and 

the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 

environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys 

and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader 

operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 

T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all 

EP Section 1.4 was 

updated in response 

to claims around no 

defined drilling 

locations. 



Feedback 

ID 

Related Events Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 

or Claim 

Inclusion in 

Environment Plan 

potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised 

that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. 

However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses 

worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures 

across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels 

that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 

proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and 

risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on 

one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce 

consultation burden when compared to the alternative of 

developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of 

specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from 

consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program.  

EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable 

description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 

Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells 

and this is the maximum number of wells for which approval is 

being sought under this EP. It also provides details of activity 

limitations that limit the number of seabed surveys, wells, VSP tests 

and DSTs with flaring that can occur within an area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these objections and 

claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 

adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As 

a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response. 

1210 5239 Claim Relevant person highlighted that well 

blowouts are not uncommon, with eight 

instances recorded between 2014 and 

2021. 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of Well Control 

(LOWC) can mean simply the failure of one barrier in the control 

process but there are typically multiple barriers that subsequently 

kick in should any primary barrier fail. So a LOWC can still occur 

and would still be reported to NOPSEMA, but a LOWC does not 

equate to a 'well blowout' and the subsequent release of any 

hydrocarbons to the environment. It's a really important distinction 

to make between a LOWC and a 'well blowout'. Further, as 

described in EP Section 7.7.5, an assessment of historical LOWC 

incidents was undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data 

Directory (2019). This provided an indicative probability of a LOWC 

from exploration drilling that can be reasonably expected to occur, 

based on previous incidents. The chances of the activity resulting in 

a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% 

chance that the event may occur, which corresponds to a likelihood 

ranking of Unlikely (L2). 

N/A 

1304 1821 Claim Relevant person advised that the 

presented draft fishery data did not 

exclude low intensity information and 

emphasized that catch data/number of 

days fished is only one measure of 

High – assessed in 

accordance with EP 

Table 3-7 

During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia was advised that 

fishing intensity data represents only one measure of stock 

status/abundance and is not indicative of unfished stock which is 

important for recruitment into the fishery (Org ID: 50, Seafood 

Industry Tasmania (SIT), Event ID: 1821, FB ID: 1304; Document ID: 

N/A 



Feedback 

ID 

Related Events Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, Objection or 

Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 

or Claim 

Inclusion in 

Environment Plan 

stock/abundance. They noted that it 

doesn't represent unfished areas or cost 

pressures. They also highlighted that the 

number of days fished offshore is not 

indicative of stock and that an unfished 

area could still be important for the 

fishery. They mentioned reports of good 

recruitment off King Island to Strahan 

fisheries, but the data may not indicate 

where that pulse has settled. 

3923). This assessment has utilised the most recently updated 

government data of fishery stocks and sustainability statuses to 

inform the assessment process. Furthermore, thorough 

consequence evaluation of all potential impacts and risks to 

unfished stock (i.e. fish as ecological receptors) from the activity 

has been assessed within relevant sections to ensure impacts do 

not cause impacts at a population level. See sections 6.6, 6.7, 7.4, 

7.6, and 7.7 for further details.   

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2706 11/11/2022 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 11/11/22 but no answer. Team left message.  

4236 11/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 11/11/22 regarding previous discussions for exploration plans and engagement arrangement.  

 

Key discussion points: 

• Team advised they were reaching out regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing exploration plans for the Otway basin. 

• Noted that when they last met with individual, they spoke about the next steps and how they would continue working with their organisation 

and its members.  

• Requested to know if individual had time to discuss what an engagement arrangement might look like to support the proposed activity. 

• Stated that team would be in Hobart Wednesday 30 November and Thursday 1 December and would be great if they could meet and touch 

base on the progress since they last met. 

4238 14/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 14/11/22 in response to initial email on 11/11/22 regarding discussions for exploration plans and 

engagement arrangement.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• Individual apologised for not being able take or return calls as they have been very busy. 

• Advised they would put forward team request to the organisations board to support consultation on a engagement arrangement.  

4239 14/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 14/11/22 enquiring on outcome of Board consideration and offer for further discussions and guidance.  

 

Summary of Information Provided:  

• Team thanked individual for presenting request for consideration to their organisation board and asked when they should know the outcome.  

• Team explained the type of support they need and noted how their proposal would provide service to COP.  

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 

preparation of an Environmental Plan. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy 

security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, 

COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 

comment and assessment.  

• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

 

Provided contact details for project team. 

4240 30/11/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 30/11/22 to reschedule meeting with individual due to illness. 

4347 30/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 30/11/22 cancelling meeting due to illness. Suggested a virtual meeting sometime in the following 

week.  

4241 12/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 12/12/22 reaching out to reschedule meeting from the other week. Team asked for their availability.  

4242 13/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 13/12/22 rescheduling meeting. 

4243 13/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 13/12/22 confirming meeting time.  

4248 3/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual 03/01/23 regarding consultation proposal.  

 

Attachments: 

• Attached a Consultation Project Plan for COP teams’ consideration for individual’s organisation to support and provide subject matter 

expertise in support of COP consultation process related to exploration work in the Otway basin.  

 

Summary of Information Received:  

• Individual apologised for slight delay in getting the proposal to team. 

• Advised that costs can be reduced if they do not attend port visits. 

• Noted that they were happy to discuss further if necessary. 

9 7/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 07/02/23 to advise that ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced drilling EP communication and 

discussed consultation approach. Information included: 

• Advised individual that they would receive a formal letter about commencement of consultation. 

• Also discussed approach to communicating with their members about consultation approaches and agreed to meet next week to finalise 

plans.  

• Agreed to send meeting invitation.  

10 7/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 07/02/23 - ConocoPhillips/ TSIC Meeting Invitation sent. 

763 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 

Otway Basin. 

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

21 10/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 10/02/23 regarding amendment of proposal to reflect updated payment schedule information.  

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Team advised that they were in the process of getting the PO sorted for the engagement arrangement. 

• Noted that their colleagues had some issues with payment schedule. 

• Asked the individual to amend the proposal to reflect the change.  

• Requested that they address the proposal to appropriate team member. 

25 14/02/2023 Meeting - Virtual Meeting - Virtual: With individual representing an organisation. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Current status of modelling. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Initial member mailout and ongoing consultation approach, including proposed technical input. 

• Initial mailout to be by email, followed by hard copy.  

• Relative impacts of drilling and seismic. 

 

Key Actions: 

• Prepare and provide relevant information for mail-outs. 

• Enhance understanding of drilling and underwater noise. 

35 15/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 15/02/23 regarding information sheets and draft letter for communication with organisation members, 

and a phone call follow up.  

 

Attachments: 

• Attached two initial information sheets for communication with their members. 

 

Key discussion points: 

• Team thanked individual for their time on the phone.  

• Shared a draft copy of initial letter and advised individual to review and let team know if any changes are required according to their liking 

before sharing with its members. 

• Team reiterated the importance of disclosing the engagement arrangement and highlighted that members can engage directly with COP team.  

• Requested to know how individual would like to proceed with consultation. 

1512 16/02/2023 Telephone Call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to speak with individual on 16/02/23 but was unavailable as they were in a meeting. Team was 

advised that individual committed to calling back after 3pm. 

1522 16/02/2023 Telephone Call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 16/02/23 to confirm initial receipt of consultation. Information included: 

• Individual advised that they had already been in contact with COP. 

• Team apologised for the duplication. 

 

475 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 27/02/23 in response to previous email sent on 15/02/23 regarding member mail out.  

 

Attachments: 

• Attached the proposed package they had planned on mailing out to their members – pending COP teams’ approval and additional 

information. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Received:  

• Individual apologised for the delayed response.  

• Explained reasons why they were unable to respond sooner. 

• Noted that there were some yellow highlights in the letter from COP. 

• Advised team to contact them if required. 

476 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team on 27/02/23 in response to previous email received the same day. 

 

Attachments: 

• Attached updated and PDF'd COP letter for individual's mail outs. 

 

Summary of information sent:  

• Team member mentioned that they updated and PDF'd COP letter and attached it to the email for individual's mail outs. 

• Team member suggested to lock in a time to visit individual's office with drilling lead for the Drilling 101. 

522 1/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 01/03/23 in response to previous email regarding mail out.  

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Individual agreed to have a meeting on Tuesday 14 March and asked team to advise the set time via calendar invite.  

• Informed team that their organisation had their letter including COP information to all members listed on their mailing list via email and 

registered mail. 

• Advised that they would be on King Island in late March, so will organise the opportunity for members to catch up for a chat. 

523 1/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 01/03/23 in response to previous email.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Team thanked individual for the update and noted they would send through a calendar invite for in-person meeting on Tuesday 14 March. 

• Advised that team will be on King Island for some community drop-in sessions next also but very keen to hear from individual and their 

members.  

• Asked if there was anything else team could assist with.   

524 1/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual 01/03/23 regarding meeting confirmation.  

1822 14/03/2023 Meeting – in person  MEETING IN PERSON: Held on 14/03/2023 by COP team members and representatives from relevant organisations.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Overview of planned drilling activities. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Key challenges for the industry. 

• Potential opposition; impact assessment; specific concerns; modelling accuracy. 

• At risk fisheries species and seabed hazards. 

• Different exclusion zones for different fishing methods.  

• Opportunities as support vessels. 

• Compensation expectations and data challenges. 

• Next steps and timeframes for awareness raising.  

 

Key Actions: 

• Assess impacts from drilling discharges, including fine sediments. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Assess exclusion zones and engage with fishers’ associations.  

• Provide contact details to concerned parties. 

• Assess impacts associated with underwater noise in EP. 

• Share survey data. 

698 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 27/03/23.  

 

Attached: 

Draft Meeting Notes. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Team attached meeting notes from meeting on March 14. 

• Apologised that team missed deadlines for their magazine publication and asked if they could advise deadlines for their next publication. 

• Noted that at the recent community information session on King Island, there was a lack of attendance of local fishers.  

• Asked to hear any feedback from individual regarding the proposed activity that may have come up in their consultation.  

1149 9/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 09/05/23. 

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Individual apologised for the silence and delayed response.  

• Noted that they had been very busy and could not respond sooner. 

• Asked to check-in to see where things are at and what needs to be done in the future.  

• Suggested that they get their staff to do a phone survey to get more info. 

1151 10/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 10/05/23, in response to previous correspondence sent on 09/05/23.  

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Team thanked individual for getting in touch. 

• Stated that they were keen to check-in and asked how their recent port visits went. Asked for a suitable time. 

• Team affirmed that a phone survey would be a smart way to proceed with consultation.  

• Team noted that their recent visit to King Island did not attract many local fishers. Added that they would have another Community 

Information Session based on feedback from the community in the following week. 

• Asked individual if they think the King Island fishing cohort would be interested in speaking directly to the team whilst there. 

• Noted that the team was happy to plan another event outside of the already planned information session.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 

feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2567 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 

1244 22/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 22/05/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

1267 22/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 22/05/23 to discuss the next phase of consultation with commercial fishing industry. Information 

included: 

• Team enquired whether much concern had been raised about the proposed activity. 

• Individual flagged that very little issue had been raised to date, however, industry was facing ongoing consultation fatigue. 

• Discussed telephone survey of those fishing within the T/49P permit area to ensure all feedback is reflected in the EP. 

• Individual agreed to have a virtual meeting on Friday 2 June.  

1274 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 22/05/23 after previous correspondence via phone.  

 

Attachments: 

• Attached the proposed Commercial Fishing Information Sheet and the current project update. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Team thanked individual for their time on the phone.  

• Noted that the information sheets would ideally be distributed to fishers in their next update/communication about the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

• Team noted they were looking forward to the proposed telephone survey with individuals’ team.  

1311 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 23/05/23 regarding information sheets that were shared in previous email on 22/05/23.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Stated that the proposed commercial fishing information sheets were identified as having insufficient information about the operational area. 

• Noted that team was fixing the issue and would send an updated copy to them within 24 hours.  

• Team advised individual to hold off distribution of information sheets.  

1314 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 23/05/23 in response to previous correspondence regarding distribution of information sheets.  

.  Individual noted that they would hold off distribution of commercial fishing information sheets. 

1821 2/06/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: With Individual representing organisation. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Updated proposed exploration activities; information sessions and engagement with fishers going forward. 

• Overview of preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment and quantitative assessments of impacts and risks.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Marine spatial squeeze is being felt along with market access, increasing regulation and cost of living, number of activities; market uncertainty; 

and lack of defined drilling locations.  

• Unlikely that drilling locations will be defined prior to EP submission but working to better communicate/visualize the actual footprints to 

support consultation.  

• Organisation plans to conduct phone survey on a range of issues to assist for EP. 

• Organisation advised on needed extension of draft fishery data.  

• Adjustment protocol and accessibility 

1473 5/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 05/06/23.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attachments: 

• Draft meeting notes for their review. 

• The proposed Commercial Fishing Information Sheet which included information on exclusion zones and has coordinates of the title and 

operations area.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Team thanked individual for their time for previous correspondence.  

• Also noted that team has reached out to other titleholders to confirm sessions times on King Island and will be in touch once confirmed. 

• Stated that team cancelled their June visit in response to individuals’ feedback.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 

T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 

Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 

information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4348 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 08/06/23.  

 

Attachments: 

• Draft letter and questionnaire which they propose to send to all King Island and NW fishers.  

• Updated version of the information sheet 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

Individual asked to confirm if team was happy with content and contact them if necessary.  

1646 12/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 12/06/23. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Proposed letter is fine and requested to amend information sheet.  

• Confirmed the Information sheet attached is the most current version. 

 

Team suggested information session dates to individual.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1659 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 13/06/23 in response to previous correspondence confirming availability for information session on King 

Island.  

1660 13/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 13/06/23 suggesting time of commercial fishing information session on Wednesday 12/07/23. 

1779 21/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 21/06/23 but no answer. Team left message. 

1786 21/06/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Missed call from individual on 21/06/23. Left message in response to missed call from COP team member. 

1787 21/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 21/06/23 but no answer. Team left message. 

1788 22/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 22/06/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

2134 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 06/07/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

2339 10/07/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Missed call from individual on 10/07/23. Individual left message. Team returned call. 

2340 10/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 10/07/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

2341 11/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 11/07/23 but no answer. Team left message.  

2342 11/07/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: Sent to individual on 11/07/23 enquiring about planned commercial fishing information session. 

2347 11/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 11/07/23 to discuss final details before commercial fishers’ information session on King Island. 

Information included:  

• Individual shared limited interest so far from King Island based fishers.  

• Advised they would call key fishers this afternoon to attempt to get additional attendance at the session.  

• Team suggested a round table set-up with supporting slides about the Drilling overview for those that may not have been at first King Island 

session. The overview would cover what we have heard regarding commercial fishing from consultation in both TAS and VIC coastlines and then 

open discussion.  

2643 13/07/2023 Community Session King Island Commercial Fishers Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July, 3-5pm. 

• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being  

assess as part of the EP. 

• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 

comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 

• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  

through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  

presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  

feedback. 

• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate. 

• Provided overview of the drilling process 

 Provided overview of objections and claims received about commercial fishing 

 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 

Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 

to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 

values and sensitives. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2832 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 10/08/23 but no answer. Team left message. 

2855 11/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Individual returned call on 11/08/23 and discussed close-out report on King Island sessions. Information provided 

included:  

• Individual advised that their colleagues were on leave which was impacting delivery of report. 

• They also advised that their colleague do an assessment of the EP and would provide a brief followed by feedback.  

• Also noted that they were working with a local organisation on a more structured and planned regular presence on King Island. Informed they 

would share information about COPs community investment program to the local organisation to consider.  

• Team advised that COP was about to release chapters and if organisation wanted a briefing first.  

• Team stated that they had received feedback that consultation was impacting mental health of commercial fishing community on King Island.  

• Advised that supporting the program would be something we would consider through a community investment approach if this was 

something the local organisation would consider.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 

the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3093 29/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 29/08/23 requesting to be added to the distribution list. 

3094 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 29/08/23 in response to previous correspondence.  

 

Attachments: 

• Provided attachment of most recent project update for their consideration. 

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Team added individual to distribution list, and they will receive future updates about the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that the remaining draft EP chapters will be available on consultation hub for consultation by the end of the week. Individual will be 

notified once uploaded.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 

and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 

and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3270 11/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals on 11/09/23 regarding assessment of Environment Plan.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Team touched base with individuals to know their progress of assessment of the Environment Plan.  

• Offered to have a meeting to discuss and provide feedback and allow individuals to raise any concerns and objections regarding the EP.  

• Noted where to find specific information in the EP. 

• Advised that the draft EP, including technical reports was available on consultation hub. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 

.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation 

carried consent to be recorded. 

.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 

environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP 

that to be submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 

potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

4249 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 14/09/23 in response to their objections and claims raised in relation to the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program.  

 

Attachments: 

• Provided attachment of claims and objections.  

 

Team provided contact details for further information if necessary.  

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 

.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be 

recorded. 

.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 

environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP 

that would be submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure 

these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise 

could shed light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 

potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

4250 26/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 26/09/23 regarding feedback on the draft EP for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Offered to 

arrange a suitable time to discuss further. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 

comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 

available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3879 3/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 03/10/23 in response to previous correspondence regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Key Discussion Points:  

• Team member thanked individual for their feedback. 

• Affirmed that information about the drilling locations will be provided as soon as it is available.  

3998 3/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 03/10/23. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• They have reviewed chapters 5 through to 8 and have no immediate concerns other than still not knowing the exact locations of the drilling 

areas.  

• Once drilling locations are identified, they would need to revisit the potential impacts on their organisation.  

• Noted that they were on leave for some time and their colleague would be available to discuss further if required.  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 

do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 

had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public 

comment and the EP assessment commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached. 

.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public 

comment and the EP assessment commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4844 17/11/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 17/11/23 to advise that the Environment Plan has passed completeness check and is now 

available for public comment. Information provided include: 

• Team asked if they had any feedback on how we could improve while continue to work with the industry.  

• Individual stated that they appreciated the process but moving forward they wanted to ensure that adequate engagement arrangements were 

in place for all industry parties. 

• Team agreed to review payments made as per the initial agreement and advise.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 

not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 

and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4849 21/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 21/11/23 regarding an outstanding invoice.  

 

Attachments: 

• Consultation proposal which was confirmed earlier in the year for their reference. 

 

Key discussion points: 

• Team thanked individual for their time on the phone last week. 

• Requested an invoice for engagement arrangement which was still outstanding.  

4873 27/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 27/11/23 in response to previous correspondence on 21/11/23, confirming that invoice will be 

organised this week.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 

and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 

was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5188 18/03/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual but no answer. COP team member left message. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

. 

5200 19/03/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELELPHONE CALL: To individual but no answer. COP team member left message.  

5203 19/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 

Complete 

Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: Individual completed consultation hub survey:  

• Provided contact details.  

• Opted in to receiving information regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program via webinar.  

• Identified as a relevant person and agreed to their information being shared publicly. 

5204 19/03/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual on 19/03/24 in response to previous correspondence on 18/03/24 to discuss OMICC and Otway 

Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. Information included: 

• Team shared that they heard that during consultation was the need for a more simplified approach to compensation that reduced the 

administrative burden on their organisation and that they’d commenced working with titleholders on a collaborative approach. 

• Provided overview of OMICC and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and advised team was seeking input on project’s 

direction. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided overview of present protocol as a framework for compensation for evidence-based claims.  

• Shared information regarding compensation claims to ensure simple, fair, and transparent process for organisation. 

• Individual shared their satisfaction in removing some of the impacts and consultation fatigue in the region and requested to know which 

proponents were currently working on this.  

• Team advised that COP Australia and other title holders were in the current group that were in the process of extending invitations to 

participate to other titleholders. 

• Individual advised that COP T/49P permit area was the main area of impact for its organisations members and knowing the drilling locations 

would make the consultation process easier.  

• Team outlined the proposed consultation process with industry and requested their participation.  

• Individual advised that they were open to sharing information with their members. 

• Team queried if there was a need for a webinar to outline protocol, however, individual advised that it was not necessary.  

• Individual noted that a 1–2-page summary/information sheet might be helpful during consultation.  

• Team advised they would share with the group for consideration. 

• Team thanked individual for their time and consideration of the approach and to expect a formal approach in the coming weeks.  

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 

 

• Overview of public comment and what was heard 

• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 

Next steps 

Participant led questions and answers 

 

The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 

the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 

to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 

changes or new information as it becomes available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5292 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual.  

 

Attachments: 

• Letter for individual on behalf of titleholders. 

• Draft Letter to commercial fishing licence holders. 

 

Provided contact details to individual if they had further questions.   

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 

Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 

they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

5538 4/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL to individual seeking information. 

 

Questions asked included:  

* Confirmation of authority to speak on behalf of members. 

* Scope of membership of organisation. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 

activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 51 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment 

Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, specifically the Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) for Wadawurrung Country. 
Management of Aboriginal heritage values and culture, under the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and 
risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and advised it was captured in Section 4.8.2.3 (Event ID 2175; Feedback ID 1315) 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation. 
Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation advised ConocoPhillips Australia in April and June 2023 (Event IDs: 2475, 1022) that there is no need for Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation to be involved in the consultation process, given it is outside of the Registered Aboriginal Party boundary. ConocoPhillips Australia followed up with Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation via telephone call (Event ID 6226) and email (Event IDs: 1022, 1023) to confirm the advice that Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation did not consider themselves a relevant person 
(Event IDs: 1022, 1023). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1205, 1414, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 895). 
  
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide 
regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288) and continued direct email engagement, with an offer to discuss potential funding and support for the 
corporation (Event IDs: 6203, 6258). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 895, 2625, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 895, 2625, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1011). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 895, 2625, 1637).  
 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
Additional tailored information provided to Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Information regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 6203). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP 3.6) 
Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial update about the activity on 13 April 
2023 (Event ID 895), 211 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to 
Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation between 13 April 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 days). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
 
At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment 
of the possible consequences of the proposed activity on its functions, interests or activities.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) (request) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1315 2175 Relevant person acknowledged the low likelihood of emergency 
impact on the Wadawurrung coast due to the lack of proximity to 
VIC/P79, as per the map of maximum shoreline loading presented. 

Information around the lack of proximity to the VIC/P79 permit area and the low likelihood of emergency 
impact on the Wadawurrung coast, was captured in EP Section 4.8.2.3. 



Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1316 2175 Relevant person indicated that they will share the presentation 
internally with appropriate individuals, including Sea and Coastal 
Project Officers, before determining the status of the relevant 
person. 

N/A  

1368 3151 The advised stakeholder is no longer part of the organization and 
has been instructed to direct emails to the reception. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia contacted alternate relevant person as representative of this First Nations 
organisation throughout the process of relevant person consultation. The reception was first emailed on 
18/04/2023 in Event ID 2473 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

1317 2175 Request Relevant person expressed a desire to 
receive updates and will reach out if 
further questions or additional 
information is needed. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia provided individual with all project updates between 27/07/2023 and 
04/07/2024. The individual received the following campaign emails as requested: (Event ID: 2625; 
3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485).  

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

895 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 

2473 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin: 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
ConocoPhillips extended an invitation to meet face-to-face for a discussion regarding proposed drilling plans as well as providing availability if the originally stated date 
was not suitable.  

2475 19/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual to another individual asking for clarification about the involvement of WTOAC in a project. Noted that: 
 
• The locations of the project are offshore. 
• The locations are outside of any RAP’s boundary. 
• The locations are closest to Eastern Maar Country. 

1011 20/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: from ConocoPhillips to organisation, team member expressed gratitude for forwarding initial contact documents to relevant party. Team member 
provided additional information such as a link to ConocoPhillips’ Consultation Hub. Team member advised that: 
 
• Interactive Map was available through this link. 
• ConocoPhillips is seeking Feedback of environmental values and sensitivities. 
• Team Member advised that if required, further information can be requested by contacting themselves or requesting a meeting. 

6226 21/04/2023 Telephone 
call  

TELEPHONE CALL:  
• Discussion of proposed offshore Otway Drilling Program and relevance to the Wadawurrung peoples, as the permit areas are outside the RAP boundary.  
• Relevant person advised outside of boundary and not relevant to the Wadawurrung peoples. 
• Thanked for time. 

1022 25/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: from ConocoPhillips in response to an email received on 19/04/2023. Team member confirmed communication with a representative on 21/04/2023. 
Confirmed within this conversation: 
• Based on permit areas, the organisation may not be counted as a relevant person. 
• Individual stated that further consultation would not be needed with the project team or a briefing. 

1023 25/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: from organisation advising that: 
• They do not believe there was a need for WTOAC to be involved in the consultation process at this stage. 
• They suggest consulting with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation instead. 
• They request to be informed if there are any concerns about the possible effects of the project on Wadawurrung sea or coastal Country. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

4601 22/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation member to various other organisations in response to 19/05/23 campaign email regarding the development of an EP to undertake 
exploration drilling activities in the Otway Basin. ConocoPhillips Australia were copied into the correspondence. The individual:  
 
•Forwarded the campaign email. 
•Hoped the organisations had been engaged by COP Australia regarding the project. 
•Drew other organisations’ attention to the webinar on 23/05/23 and community information sessions. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1810 27/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual requesting written confirmation that the record of their phone conversation on April 21 is accurate. The sender was hoping to close out 
the current phase of consultation by the end of the week. 

4212 27/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual advising that: 
• They do not believe there was a need for WTOAC to be involved in the consultation process at this stage. 
• They suggest consulting with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation instead. 
• They request to be informed if there are any concerns about the possible effects of the project on Wadawurrung sea or coastal Country. 

1811 27/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual acknowledging their request to be kept informed about any potential effects of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on Wadawurrung 
sea or coastal Country. 

2175 6/07/2023 Presentation PRESENTATION: Briefing for individual of organisation on 06/07/23.  
• Approved meeting notes attached.  

2191 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual thanking them for the opportunity to brief them about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Information provided included: 
• Presentation slides under a commercial-in-confidence arrangement. 
• Plan to send draft meeting notes for review and feedback. 
• Desire to maintain a meaningful relationship with the Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation. 

3909 7/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual to another individual stating that: 
 
• The information received has been passed on to the Caring for Country and Cultural Heritage teams for review. 

2196 7/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual, providing: 
 
• Draft meeting notes for review and comment. 
• A brochure outlining the process of consultation for relevant persons. 
 
Requested confirmation if the notes accurately reflected their discussion. 

4213 7/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: to individuals regarding a meeting on 6/07/2023. Individual confirmed receiving the meeting notes and that these notes are accurate. Individual has 
stated that they have no objections. 

2200 8/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individuals regarding a meeting on 6/07/2023. COP expressed gratitude towards the confirmation of meeting notes and that these notes are 
accurate. Individual has stated that they have no objections. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3107 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Information provided included: 
• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 
• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 

3151 29/08/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 29/08/23 but was advised that individual was no longer part of the organisation.  
 
.  Future correspondence to go to reception. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6203 25/09/2024 Email OUGOING EMAIL: To individual 
 
Key Points 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia: 
* Attached correspondence for organisation 
* Included an information sheet - Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
* Asked stakeholder to phone at earliest convenience. 
 
Attachments 
* 20240925 CHPP Letter to Wadawurrung.pdf;  
* 2024 Information Sheet 19 – Cultural Heritage Protection Program—ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00027.pd 

6258 11/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual proposing support through a cultural heritage protection program. The email included: 
 
- An offer to discuss potential funding and support for the corporation. 
- Suggestions for how the funding could be used, including additional resources, Indigenous training and development, a Reading Country program, and On-Country 
gatherings. 
- An invitation to set up a call to discuss these ideas further, with suggested times provided. 
- Contact details for further questions. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 52 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation is a registered Indigenous corporation representing people from mid-northern area of Tasmania and is a member of the 
Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance which was developed to provide a mechanism to engage and advise Government at all levels regarding affairs affecting Aboriginal Tasmanians. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 4214) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4214). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
 During the consultation process, information was provided to Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4214). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4214). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days) at the latest.  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4214 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
•  Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
•  Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) – ORG ID 54 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) is a First Nations Organisation, regulated by the Office of the Registrar of Indigenous Corporations (ORIC) as per the 
CATSI Act. Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) is an Aboriginal Community Service Organisation that provides housing, aged care, social and emotional management of its residents. It represents the 
Aboriginal people of Circular Head and aims to represent the nine tribes of the northwest region, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Circular Head Aboriginal 
Corporation (CHAC) advised in September 2023 that further engagement was not required due to competing priorities (Event ID 3797). Meaningful information sharing from multiple feedback(s) from Circular 
Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) was later received from 1 public comment submission in December 2023 (Event ID 4992). A written response was provided to feedback(s) received in November 2023 and 
February 2024 (Event IDs: 4640, 5126). 
 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) preferred consultation (Event ID 3007). In August 2023 ConocoPhillips Australia received a confirmed receipt of email 
correspondence (Event IDs: 3020, 3309). Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) engaged directly to confirm a meeting time following ConocoPhillips Australia’s correspondence in September 2023 (Event 
ID 3239), which was followed by an in-person meeting in September 2023 (Event ID 3431). Meeting was advised as information sharing only and not consultation (Event ID 3431). A follow up meeting was offered 
by ConocoPhillips Australia, as well as continued engagement, however Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) advised in September 2023 that further engagement was not required due to competing 
priorities (Event ID 3797). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to inform Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) and offered assistance prior to Public Comment, if required (Event ID 3802). ConocoPhillips 
Australia received 1 public comment submission in December 2023 (Event ID 4992). During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia engaged directly via email correspondence (Event IDs: 626, 3007, 3820, 3433, 
3476, 3764, 3797, 4215, 3802, 4640, 4911, 4982, 5126, 5127, 6223), as well as via telephone call and SMS (Event IDs: 3227, 3231, 3232, 3239, 3439, 4985, 4986). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project 
updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3007, 4215, 4982, 4985, 5126). Information 
from relevant person was requested to be treated as sensitive, although not recorded there is a recollection of a request to keep details confidential, and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. 
An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information Report (SIR). 
 
Public comment period 
Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in 
November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an 
effective comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process 
and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC), with 6 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public 
Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 4992). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of 
Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5126, 5127). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 



ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project 
updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). As well as directly via email correspondence (Event IDs: 4982, 5126, 5127, 6223), and telephone call (Event IDs: 4985, 4986). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 626, 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1158).  
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637).  
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158).  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625).  
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637).  
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 1158, 3007).  
  
Further information provided included:  
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 3007).  
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Understanding of cultural environment and maritime archaeological heritage and current commitments to management of cultural heritage (Event ID 3431). 
 First Nations organisations identified and explained seeking guidance for appropriate was to establish genuine, meaningful relationship (Event ID 3431). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 12 information(s) from Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC). The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023 (Event ID 626), 242 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) between 13 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 
59 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to objections and claims was provided in November 2023 (Event ID 4640), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5126).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  



 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
 
At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the proposed activity on its functions, interests or activities.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1541 3431 RP stated that meeting was information-sharing only, not 
consultation, and requested that this clarification be noted in 
the meeting notes. 

As requested, this was noted in the meeting notes. 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1373 3431 RP explained that Preminghana 
is an IPA that is the site of 
Tasmanian Aboriginal cave 
etchings, and managed by the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre. 

The EP (Section 4.8.2.3) includes information on Indigenous Protected Areas including the Preminghana IPA, covering 524 hectares of 
land in the north-west to protect historic Aboriginal engraving sites (Org ID: 54, Event ID: 3431, FB ID: 1373) and the endangered 
Preminghana daisy. 

1374 3431 The Woolnorth wind farm can 
be seen from behind Mount 
Cameron. 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy 
of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.   

1375 3431 60 acres of land owned by 
Woolnorth has been made 
available to local First Nations 
Peoples for indigenous land 
management. 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy 
of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.   

1376 3431 Relevant persons discussed 
cultural heritage stories, 
emphasizing that Sea Country 
and Land Country are 
inseparable as they form one 
landscape. 

This information is consistent with the description in EP Section 4.8.2.1. 

1377 3431 The text states that traditionally, 
sea country is considered 
'Women's business', which 

The EP (Section 4.8.2.3) includes information on coastal area traditional cultural practices. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

involves diving and gathering 
abalone, shells, etc. 

1378 3431 The wedge-tailed eagle is 
considered totemic. 

Although the bird species are not known to forage at sea where a hydrocarbon plume may be present, they may be present in areas 
where access is required for spill response activities. This is assessed in Section 7.8.8. 

1379 3431 Discussed the importance of 
Kelp for Sea Country 

Information on kelp has been included in the EP in Sections 4.6.1.4 (Marine Flora), 4.8.3.3 (Table 4-61), and impacts on and risks to kelp 
have been assessed in EP Sections 7.6.5 (Tables 7-17 and 7-26) and 7.7.5 (Tables 7-39 and 7-40). 

1380 3431 The text emphasizes the 
importance of mutton birding 
as a cultural tradition. 

Information on the cultural tradition of mutton birding has been included in EP Sections 4.8.2.7, 4.8.3.3 (Table 4-61), and impacts on and 
risks to short-tailed shearwaters have been assessed in EP Sections 6.4.5, 6.5.5, 6.6.7, 6.7.6, 6.9.5, 7.2.6, 7.4.6, 7.6.5, 7.7.5, 7.8.8 and 8.3. 

1381 3431 Robbins Island is culturally 
significant and is currently 
privately owned. It was 
historically used for gatherings 
such as weddings, burials, and 
seasonal meetings. 

This information has been included in the broad findings in EP Section 4.8.2.3. 

1382 3431 The text refers to the Peerapper 
(“Pirapa”) Peoples, not the 
Palawa. 

In the absence of Registered Aboriginal Parties in Tasmania, ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the Palawa, Pakana and the Pirapa 
people (names by which some Tasmanian Aboriginal people refer to themselves), and the coastal language groups of Pyemmairrener, 
Tyerrernotepanner, Tomeginne and Peerapper (Org ID: 54, Event ID: 3431, FB ID: 1382). 

1383 3431 Relevant person noted that 
CHAC has good relations with 
local commercial fishers who 
respect Sea Country. 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy 
of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.   

1384 3431 King Island is identified as the 
Sea Country for migratory birds.  

Although some bird species are not known to forage at sea where a hydrocarbon plume may be present, they may be present in areas 
where access is required for spill response activities, such as migratory species. This is assessed in Section 7.8.8. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

351 3431, 4640 Question Relevant person queried 
what the decibel level of 
underwater noise emissions 
offshore King Island would 
be. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate non-impulsive (continuous) 
and impulsive underwater sound. The impact assessments for these aspects of the 
proposed activity are provided in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.6 and 6.7: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-
program/epchapters/ 
  
The decibel level of underwater noise emissions offshore from King Island will vary 
depending on the location, the thickness of sand on the seabed, the types of 
exploration and other marine activities occurring, and the frequency content of the 
radiating sound source(s). For the assessment of impacts associated with underwater 
sound from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, modelling is conducted for a 
number of activities with differing sound emissions. These are provided in the 
technical Acoustic Modelling Report in sections 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3.  For impact 
assessment, however, it is considered more relevant to estimate the received levels, 
or thresholds, above which individual receptors may experience an effect. 
Consequently, the Acoustic Modelling Report assesses distances from activities 
where underwater sound levels reached thresholds corresponding to various levels 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

of potential impact to marine fauna.  
 
Estimated underwater acoustic levels for non-impulsive (continuous) noise sources 
are presented as sound pressure levels (SPL, Lp), and as accumulated sound 
exposure levels (SEL, LE); and for impulsive noise sources (VSP) as sound pressure 
levels, zero-to-peak pressure levels (PK, Lpk), peak-to-peak pressure levels (PK-PK; 
Lpk-pk), and either single-impulse (i.e., per-pulse) or accumulated sound exposure 
levels as appropriate for different noise effect criteria. The SEL24h is a cumulative 
metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on 
the assumption that an animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed 
position. The corresponding SEL24h radii represent an unlikely worst-case scenario. 
More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would not stay in the 
same location for 24 hours. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not 
mean that marine fauna travelling within this radius of a source will be impacted, but 
rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with 
impairment if it remained in that location for 24 hours. 
 
Some examples of the outcomes from modelling are provided below.  
 
E.g. Non-Impulsive noise effects on low-frequency cetaceans (such as blue whales 
and southern right whales): 
- Permanent Threshold Shift (a permanent hearing injury (PTS)) could occur within 
320 m of a resupply operation assuming a whale was present for 24 hours. Given 
that resupplies typically take 3 hours on average, PTS is not considered possible. 
- Temporary Threshold Shift (a temporary hearing injury (TTS)) could occur within 
3.6 km of a resupply operation assuming a whale was present for 24 hours. Given 
that resupplies typically take 3 hours on average, TTS is not considered possible. 
- Behavioural disturbance could occur within 12.6 km on the continental shelf and 
22.8 km out from shelf-edge (when drilling near the edge) for short-term resupply 
activities. 
 
E.g. Impulsive noise effects on low-frequency cetaceans (such as blue whales and 
southern right whales): 
- PTS within 330 m of VSP source assuming present for 24 hours during VSP which 
only occurs for 20 hours, therefore PTS is considered not possible. 
- TTS within 2.4 km of VSP source assuming fauna is present for 24 hours during 
VSP which only occurs for 20 hours, therefore PTS is considered not possible. 
- Behavioural disturbance could occur within 1.5 km of VSP source (for 160 dB 
criteria). 
- Behavioural disturbance could occur within 130 m of SBP source and 6.5 km of VSP 
source (for more conservative 140 dB criteria for southern right whale cow-calf 
pairs). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess impacts to these species from the 
exploration drilling program and has made commitments to implement a Marine 
Mammal Adaptive Management Plan that includes whale detection and 
management measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a 
particular focus on blue whales and southern right whales given the activity overlaps 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

relevant biologically important areas. The details of the Marine Mammal Adaptive 
Management Plan are still being informed by consultation, and specific controls are 
under investigation including increased safe operating distances, pre-activity surveys 
for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and the establishment of 
safe points for operational activities (as described in draft Environment Plan Chapter 
6.6).  ConocoPhillips Australia must be able to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the 
adopted monitoring and mitigation measures will be effective over the extent and 
duration of predicted impacts and will be scalable, and that associated management 
measures are likely to be effective at preventing unacceptable impacts during the 
activity. 
 
Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPOs) represent the measurable levels of 
environmental performance ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to achieve to ensure 
impacts are of an acceptable level. EPOs relevant to the effective management of 
impacts associated with underwater sound from the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are:   
 
EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, from the activity. 
EPO4: Biologically important behaviours can continue while the activity is being 
undertaken. 
EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such 
that: 
o Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not displaced 
from a foraging area. 
o It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the area or cause injury 
(TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance. 

352 4640, 3431 Question Relevant person queried the 
composition of drilling mud. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Drilling fluids (also known as drilling muds) are used in drilling operations to 
maintain well control by balancing the formation pressure, carry rock cuttings to the 
surface and to lubricate and cool the drill bit. The composition of drilling fluids 
depends on what section is being drilled.   
 
A combination of seawater and high-viscosity gel sweeps is typically used as drilling 
fluid for the initial conductor and surface-hole sections, with discharge to the 
seabed. Gel sweeps are typically comprised of pre-hydrated bentonite, viscosifier 
(e.g. Xanthum gum) and often a small concentration of soda ash.  
 
Once the marine riser is installed (whereby drilling fluid can be returned to the drill 
rig for treatment, reconditioning and recirculation) water-based drilling fluids are 
used. Water-based drilling fluid is comprised of predominately water, weighting 
material (e.g. Barite), inorganic salts (e.g. potassium chloride), viscosifiers (e.g. clay) 
and polymers. Barite is an abundant, common mineral composed of barium and 
sulfate, which occurs naturally in sedimentary rocks, as well as in marine deposits. 
Barite has a high specific gravity making it one of the heaviest no-metallic minerals 
commonly encountered and is used as a weighting agent to increase the density of 
drilling fluids to balance the pressure within the wellbore and maintain well control.  
 
Non-aqueous drilling fluids, which may also contain base oil, can only be used 
subject to formal technical justification with consideration of environment, health, 

Information 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

safety, treatment and waste management implications.  
 
Although, at this stage, we do not know the full details of the quantity and type of 
chemicals that may be used at all steps of the exploration drilling process, we can 
provide information about the chemical selection process we will implement to 
ensure that all selected chemicals are of low or no toxicity to the marine 
environment. The procedure will require all chemicals used and potentially 
discharged to the sea to be environmentally acceptable, with low potential for toxic 
effects or bioaccumulation and high biodegradation within the marine environment. 
All chemicals discharged will be rated Gold/Silver/D or E through the Offshore 
Chemical Notification Scheme (OCNS), or PLONOR (Poses Little or No Risk to the 
Environment)) substances listed by the Oslo/Paris convention for the Protection of 
the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (OSPAR), or have a complete risk 
assessment.  Routine drilling discharges are predicted to result in localised and 
temporary changes in water quality, but will dilute rapidly within the marine 
environment, with impacts expected to be short-term and restricted to smaller areas 
within 2 km of each well. 

353 4640, 3431 Question Relevant person queried the 
composition of air 
emissions during flaring. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The release of atmospheric emissions (gaseous greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions), 
such as carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O), along with 
non-GHG emissions, such as sulphur oxides (SOx) and nitrogen oxides (NOx), can 
result during flaring.  Atmospheric emissions are anticipated to result in a localised 
and temporary reduction in air quality, which will rapidly disperse given the open 
ocean environment and prevailing winds of the Otway Basin. Impacts to coastal 
communities (closest to VIC/P79 and T/49P being Port Fairy, Victoria and King 
Island, Tasmania respectively) are not predicted. Flaring is a necessary safety control 
required during short-term well tests. Given the limited duration and intermittent 
nature of flaring operations (maximum of 40 MMscf flow rate for 120 hours per well 
over multiple short-term events) no substantial or cumulative impacts to air quality 
are predicted.  

N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Events ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

752 4992, 5126 Please be advised, that we do not support 
the project and any other consultation will 
only happen after the project has been given 
the go ahead. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the receipt of this claim regarding consultation.  
The EP has not been updated in response. 

751 4992, 5126 Within the EMBA in Tasmania, there are no 
registered native title claims. Within the 
EMBA in Victoria, native title has been 
recognised to: • the Gunditjmara people (in 
2007) • the Gunaikurnai people (in 2010) • the 
Gunditjmara and the Eastern Maar people (in 
2011) • the Eastern Maar people (in 2023) Two 
other active claims exist where there is 
currently no registration or determination, 

See response to ID 747. 



Feedback ID Related Events ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

including: • the Boonwurrung People (2021) • 
the Wadawurrung People (2022) 

750 4992, 5126 The answers to this multi-pronged question 
could be a University Scholarship in 
Archaeology, On-theJob Mentoring in 
Environmental Damage Monitoring and 
Traineeships with Conoco Philips to obtain a 
working understanding of Oil and Gas 
Exploration. CHAC is ready to participate in 
the selection and nomination for all the roles 
required. 

See response to ID 749 

749 4992, 5126 While Bunnings has provided market access 
and technical guidance on the production of 
CHAC’s new Kelp products, theskills required 
to monitor and protect against risks within 
the EMBA definition do not currently exist 
within CHAC. Skills in understanding such 
risks could be developed within CHAC 
through several pathways including the 
following: Water Quality Management 
training and Statistical Process Control 
training for the Kelp production line. Once 
again, CHAC is ready and willing to co-design 
and staff these Capacity Development 
initiatives, given the required funding for 
agreed Milestones/Outcomes. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims relating to the involvement of the CHAC in the protection of the environment to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that this is catered for within the EP. 
ConocoPhillips Reconciliation Action Plan articulates our commitment to ensuring that opportunities created through our 
business and supply chain are equitably accessible by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, businesses and 
organisations, with the intent to improve inclusion and participation. We are committed to maximising Australian local 
content and the engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples both directly and through our supply chain 
partners. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to establishing a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) in consultation with 
First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational 
areas to co-design and co-implement measures that protect cultural values and sensitivities. CHAC’s readiness to 
participate in the selection and nomination for any potential roles that may be required is noted, and ConocoPhillips 
Australia will continue to engage with CHAC as a relevant First Nations organisation for the duration of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program through the implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
No changes were made to the EP in response to these comments." 

748 4992, 5126 Victorian Aboriginal organisations have 5 
existing and 2 pending Native Title Claims on 
areas recorded under the EMBA definition. If 
allowance cannot be made for CHAC to catch 
up with its Victorian counterparts in Native 
Titles, support from the Conoco Phillips and 
or the Commonwealth Government must be 
provided to enable CHAC to identify and 
recognise at least 3 areas equivalent to those 
in Victoria. Because Tasmania’s colonial 
history was more disruptive to Native survival 
andhence, continuity of access, this should 
not mean that equivalent areas do not exist in 
Tasmania. Tasmania’s substandard starting 
point warrants the provision of training, 
employment, and possible mentorships. 
CHAC is ready and willing to co-design and 
staff such a Capacity Development process, 
given the required funding for agreed 
Milestones/Outcomes. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers that comments relating to Native Title in Tasmania do not relate to the Environment 
Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been 
considered further in preparing the EP.   
ConocoPhillips Australia notes Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation’s (CHAC) advice that it is looking for support for 
training, employment, and possible mentorships and is ready and willing to co-design and staff such a Capacity 
Development process, given the required funding for agreed Milestones/Outcomes. ConocoPhillips Australia will continue 
to engage with CHAC as a relevant First Nations organisation for the duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
through the implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05). 
No changes were made to the EP in response to these comments." 



Feedback ID Related Events ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

747 4992, 5126 The Board and Members of CHAC, as well as 
the broader community we service, 
understand the need for your work, and we 
respect the effort and funds you invest into 
safety and the prevention of environmental 
damage. Nevertheless, we have three 
concerns which relate to our ancestral areas 
of land and sea and our current and future 
uses of same. These concerns, which we 
identified in your Draft Environmental Plan 
are numbered and then described in detail 
below: 1. Tasmania has no Native Title rights 
and hence Zero areas of land or sea classified 
as  Environment that May Be Affected 
(EMBA)*; Victoria has 5 Native Title areas 
recognised. 2. CHAC is in the process of 
launching its first large scale private sector 
business in Kelp products on Tasmania’s 
northwest in alliance with Bunnings. 3. CHAC 
has skills gaps in Archaeology, Environmental 
Damage Monitoring, and in understanding  
Oil and Gas Exploration. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the current and future uses of ancestral land and sea to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these values were adequately reflected. 
The Environment Regulations require that the EP describes the ‘Environment that May Be Affected’ (EMBA) by the 
proposed activity. It is common to define the EMBA using worst-case hydrocarbon spill modelling. Although Tasmania does 
not have any Native Title Rights, ConocoPhillips Australia considers, and has undertaken to identify, cultural values and 
sensitivities in Tasmania, within the EMBA, as detailed in EP Section 4.8.2.1. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes CHAC’s advice that it is in the process of launching its first large scale private sector business 
in Kelp products on Tasmania’s northwest. The EP considers the cultural importance of kelp in EP Section 4.6.1.2, and the 
economic value of the Marine Plant Fishery in Tasmania in EP Section 4.7.8.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes CHAC’s advice that it has skills gaps in Archaeology, Environmental Damage Monitoring, 
and in understanding Oil and Gas Exploration, and will continue to engage with Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation as a 
relevant First Nations organisation for the duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program through the implementation 
of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05). 
No changes were made to the EP in response to these comments." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
626 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to stakeholder with notification of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program. Two project 

information sheets also attached, including Consultation fact sheet. 
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3007 22/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to stakeholder about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program with letter and project document attached. 
3020 22/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from stakeholder to confirm receipt of email 22/8. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3309 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Auto reply 
3227 5/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: No Answer, left message.  
3231 5/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual advising of call to individual and voicemail message being left. Team member requested that both parties 

meet for a yarn regarding First Nations physical and spiritual values of Sea Country. Team member requested availability during the next 
week. 

3232 5/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual regarding meeting dates and organising times. Team member replied confirming date and time would be 
suitable. 

3239 5/09/2023 SMS INCOMING SMS: from individual contacting to confirm a meeting time. Individual requesting specific meeting time. 
3431 11/09/2023 Meeting - In-person MEETING IN PERSON: With Organisation for purposes of information sharing. 

 
Summary of Information Provided:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.    Hard copy of presentation. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Team outlined:     
.   Potential impacts and risk for the area. 
.   Planning for cultural heritage management. 
 
Organisation: 
.    Described significant local aspects of cultural heritage. 
.    Asked questions about composition of drilling mud; noise; emissions from flaring; opportunities for Aboriginal advisors. 
.    Meeting to be information sharing only and not consultation 

3820 19/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3433 19/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual thanking them for welcoming them during their previous meeting. Team member following up on a 

discussion from 11/09/2023 regarding a follow up presentation.  
• COP advised of timeframe in which draft EP closes. 
• COP requested the organisation to provide times that they would be interested in meeting again. 
• Attached to email is a copy of the previous presentation. 
• COP advised if further details are required to contact. 

3439 19/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: Message to CEO to offer a follow-up meeting with CHAC. 
3476 20/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual thanking team member for following up on previous email sent on 19/9/2023. Individual confirmed they 

will pass details on to board members to confirm a time for a follow up presentation. 
3764 21/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding the recent consultation on 11/09/2023. COP contacted in relation to additional meetings for the 

upcoming OEDEP.  Specifically, which First Nations Peoples may be of most interest/be effected by the OEDEP. 
• Organisation has outlined a mob of interest previously and COP has identified another that may both be of interest. COP is reaching out to 
confirm potential interests in meeting. 
• COP has requested contact details to specific mobs that may be relevant. 
• COP has enquired as to any further mobs that should be consulted regarding the EP. 

3797 24/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual regarding previous email from 24/09/2023. Individual has advised that further engagement is not 
required at this time. Further to this, current political matters are requiring more attention. Organisation is unable to fully investigate and 
respond to accordingly. 

4215 24/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding meeting notes for review. COP requested to review notes and confirm they are an accurate record 
of the meeting held on 11/09/2023. 
• COP informed organisation of further processes past confirmation of accurate records. 
• COP assured information provided can be classified as ‘Sensitive’. 
• COP expressed that if further information is required and meetings are to be organised to contact COP again.  

3802 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to an email received earlier on the same day (25/09/2023). COP thanked individual for 
responding to an offer of a meeting and has confirmed that organisation does not wish to engage further, at this time. 
• COP outlined timeframe to submit EP to NOPSEMA. 
• Informed relevant organisation that next stage of process is Public Comment, of which COP will contact when this phase begins. 
• Offered assistance prior to Public Comment, if required. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4640 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to email sent 25/09/2023 regarding organisations objections and claims during the Public 
Comments. 
• COP has confirmed that a preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment has been developed to inform ongoing EP development. 
• COP has advised that feedback is currently in review to assist in environmental assessments within the EP. 
• COP thanked the organisation and further extrapolated on the further development of the EP. 
• Provided responses to queries and concerns to the EP. 
• Provided preliminary environmental impact and risk assessments as well as the applied sciences used for the EP regarding some of the 
organisation’s concerns.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access 
it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4992 17/12/2023 Public Comment INCOMING EMAIL: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin: 
• Individual provided an attachment of their submission. 
• Individual advised that they and their organisation do not support the OEDEP. 
• Individual has advised that further consultation would only occur when the project has been approved. 

4911 29/12/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding the organisation’s submissions during Public Comment. 
• COP advised that they were unable to access an attachment for the organisation’s submission. 
• Requested pdf version of submission for consideration. 
• Provided contact email and advised of timeframe to provide response for consideration. 

4982 11/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding the organisation’s submissions during Public Comment. 
• COP thanked organisation for reviewing the EP and submitting feedback. 
• Advised that COP are currently assessing all submissions. 
• COP have requested clarification on how the organisation would like sensitive information to be categorised. 
• Requested response by 15/01/2023. 

4985 17/01/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation regarding email sent on 11/01/2024. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.    Team wished to follow up re sensitive information status for Public Comment Submissions. 
.    No response. 
.    Left voicemail requesting a response via email or telephone call. 

4986 17/01/2024 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual returning call regarding email sent to organisation on 11/01/2024.  
.   Individual agreed to follow up on email enquiry with internal contact. 

5126 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding their submission during the Public Comment period of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan. COP has provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Formal letter of thanks for the organisation’s feedback and participation in the Public Comment process. 
• Provided a letter of sensitive information for transparency. 
• Advised that Public Comments have been evaluated and will be made available on NOPSEMA’s website. 
• Advised of further development of the EP and further communication during resubmission. 
• Confirmed that COP will continue to provide the organisation with updates as the EP and resubmission progresses. 
• Provided a copy of issues raised during Public Comment as well as COP responses.  

5127 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding an administrative error within formal letters issued on 21/02/2024. 
• COP has advised that the correct issue date is 21/02/2024. 
• Enquired if individual requires a revised letter with an updated issue date. 
• If revised letter is required, please return request via email. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates 
as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6223 17/10/2024 Email Providing corrected document as no response received regarding reissuing document with incorrect date (Event ID 5127)   

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 55 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation is registered with the Office of the 
Registrar of Indigenous Corporations. Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation’s members are direct descendants of the Aboriginal Ancestors from the Country of Tebrakuna, 
known as the region of northeast Tasmania and have functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a fuel spill. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple 
attempts of contact were made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID 631) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 631). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 631). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 631). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology, Section 3.6) 
Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment 
on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation between 15 March 2023 and 27 
July 2023 (over a period of 136 days) at the latest.  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First 
Nations methodology specified in Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP 
and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Melythina Tiakana Warrana (Heart of Country) Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

631 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.    Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) – ORG ID 56 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) was developed to provide a mechanism to engage and 
advise Government at all levels in regard to affairs affecting Aboriginal Tasmanians. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts 
of contact were made, with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA)’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 636), online portal contact 
(Event ID 2951) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any 
communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 636). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 636). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 636). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1158) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology, Section 3.6) 
Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over 
a period of 138 days) at the latest.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations 
methodology specified in Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

636 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2951 16/08/2023 Online Contact 
Portal 

OUTGOING EMAIL: to organisation, sent via contact page of their official website, to advise draft EP chapters about to be released and offering a briefing to the 
members to ensure sufficient information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 57 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation is located in Kingston Beach, Tasmania, and has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which 
may be impacted in the unlikely event of a fuel spill. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 637) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1158; 1637; 2625; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1158) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 239 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation between 15 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 134 days) at the latest.  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

637 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 58 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation (BAC) is a not-for-profit community organization based in Huonville, Tasmania and the members identify with Song 
Lines. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation resulted in information received that informed First Nations consultation. Through the consultation process information was received 
from Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation, however no assertions, concerns, objections or claims towards the EP were provided. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation preferred consultation method. Telephone calls and text messages were attempted (Events 2876, 2878, 2906, 2943, 2976, 2966) 
with technical issues or missed calls before a good connection could be made for discussion (Event 2974) where the Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation representative offered to reach out to others and act as an 
intermediary.  Further text messages were exchanged with the representative of Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation advising why he couldn’t speak on behalf of CHAC. Following this communication only outgoing 
project update emails were exchanged (Event ID’s 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 623). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 623). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 623). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 623, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1362 2906 The former CEO of Ballawinne Aboriginal Corporation has provided 
contact information for the Chair and three Directors, 
recommending Jonny Berry as the best contact. Other contacts 
include Bronwyn Englert (Director), Brad Strong (Chair), and Jamie 
Bantic. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia contacted additional relevant persons as representatives of this 
First Nations organisation throughout the process of relevant person consultation. This 
commenced 15/08/2023 in Event ID 2943. 

1365 2974 The relevant person, who is from Bruny Island in SE Tas, 
acknowledged that he cannot represent the groups in NW Tas. He 
offered to connect with the appropriate groups and act as an 
intermediary. He also expressed willingness to travel with SS for 
initial introductions. He plans to initiate discussions soon and will 
make a follow-up call in a few days. 

ConocoPhillips Australia liaised with relevant person to ascertain contact details for NW 
Tasmania Aboriginal representative. After a follow up email Event ID 2970 on 18/08/2023, and 
various SMS back and forth Event ID's 2971 and 2972 on 18/08/2023; Event ID 2980 and 2979 
on 19/08/2023; and Event ID 2981 on 20/08/2023. Contact details were obtained and 
correspondence with CHAC began on 22/08/2023 in Event ID 3007. 

1366 2979 Relevant person suggested contacting a lady at CHAC for further 
assistance and advised to ask her preferred form of address. The 
person also expressed regret for not being able to provide more 
help. 

ConocoPhillips Australia liaised with relevant person to ascertain contact details for NW 
Tasmania Aboriginal representative. Contact details were obtained and correspondence with 
CHAC began on 22/08/2023 in Event ID 3007. 



Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1367 2981 Relevant person from the southeast of Tasmania stated that they 
cannot speak for lands that are not theirs, but CHAC is willing to 
communicate and hopefully provide assistance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia liaised with relevant person to ascertain contact details for NW 
Tasmania Aboriginal representative. Contact details were obtained and correspondence with 
CHAC began on 22/08/2023 in Event ID 3007. 

 
  



 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

623 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2876 14/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 14/08/2023 to check sufficient information and preference for ongoing consultation. No answer. 
2878 14/08/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: Message sent to individual on 14/08/2023 to follow up phone call that wasn't answered. COP also sent individual an email.  
2886 14/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 14 August 2023 to follow up confirm receipt of information regarding the Environment Plan, providing 

information about: 
• The upcoming release of draft Environment Plan chapters for public comment. 
• The opportunity for the recipient's corporation to seek more information, provide objections or claims. 
• The option for feedback to remain unpublished. 
• The ability to opt out of the consultation process. 
COP team member requested a return call to discuss the Environment Plan's progress and to confirm contact details and information requirements. 

2906 14/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To outgoing CEO following missed call. Individual provided updated contacts and explained the best way to 
communicate.  

2943 15/08/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: To individual on 15/08/2023 requesting a call back. COP team member messaged individual to have a conversation about 
consultation with the organisation. Team member provided contact number for individual so COP can explain more in detail when they next talk. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2967 17/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual in response to SMS request to call (15/8/23). 
 
Dropped out after 1 minute due to poor mobile coverage. 

2966 17/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual in response to SMS request to call (15/8/23) - 2nd attempt. 
 
Dropped out after 1 minute due to poor mobile coverage. 

2965 17/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both. Email sent on 17 August 2023 
providing background information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Information provided included: 
• Team member contacted their organisation due to potential impacts of proposed activities in the Environment Plan (EP). 
• Project details have been provided to the organisation since 13 March 2023. 
• Release of draft chapters for the EP for public comment is imminent. 
• Offer of a briefing about the EP to ensure organisation has sufficient information to make a submission about potential impacts. 
• Assurance that feedback provided by organisation will not be published unless they request it in writing. 
• Organisation can choose to opt out of the consultation and remain informed as a stakeholder, but this also needs to be in writing. 
• Desire for organisation to continue to opt in as a relevant organisation for collaboration on the co-design of a culturally appropriate consultation 
process.  
COP team member was looking forward to a chat after 3pm that day. 

2974 17/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual returning call to discuss consultation. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Tem member: 
• Thanked individual for returning call. 
• Explained legislative requirement to consult relevant persons. 
• Explained engagement ideas and wish to enable meaningful two-way dialogue to minimise potential impacts and risks. 
 
Individual: 
• Indicated process seemed good but could not speak for other groups. 
• Offered to reach out to others and act as an intermediary. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Individual to contact correct people and call back in a couple of days. 

2970 18/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both. Email pertaining to relevant 
person accepting offer to act as intermediary 18/08/23. 

2971 18/08/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: Team member requesting contact information for First Nation relevant organisation in the Northwest of Tasmania. Individual noted 
they are potentially a relevant organisation. Team member clarified they sent an email request to another relevant organisation.  

2972 18/08/2023 SMS INCOMING SMS: From individual on 18/08/2023 confirming that they can assist with contacting another organisation.  
2980 19/08/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: Replying to an individual on 19/08/2023. Team member noted that disappointment that further consultation didn’t occur.  
2979 19/08/2023 SMS INCOMING SMS from ID1640 to provide advice about contacting the organisation. 
2981 20/08/2023 SMS Incoming SMS from ID1640 to explain why he couldn't speak on behalf of CHAC. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
• EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
• Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
• New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
• Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
• Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
• Link to consultation hub  

 



Karadi Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 59 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Karadi Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Karadi Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Karadi Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Karadi Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Karadi Aboriginal Corporation is a registered Aboriginal Corporation providing integrated health and family services for the Aboriginal community of 
southern Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided Karadi Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Karadi Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 629) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 629). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Karadi Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 629). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 629). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 629, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Karadi Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Karadi Aboriginal Corporation between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days) at the latest.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Karadi Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in Section 
3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Karadi Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Karadi Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

629 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) – ORG ID 61 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Established in 1972 and overseen by an Aboriginal Management Committee, The Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association 
Incorporated (CBIAA) has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a fuel spill. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) resulted in meaningful outcomes for the proposed Environment Plan, with measures included to address 
feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment 
plan. 

Consultation process 
Consultation period with Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) leading to submission of the EP for Public comment (15 March 2023 – 9 November 2023). 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA)’s preferred consultation method after the retirement of their person of contact. This correspondence was not 
responded to.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 625). 
 
Public comment period 
Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through 
email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an 
effective comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public 
comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA), with 15 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through 
Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 4931). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the 
‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5116, 5122). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 625). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 625). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 625, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 



 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 
days) at the latest.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations 
methodology specified in Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (CBIAA) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1407 5111 Relevant person has retired from the Cape Barren 
Island Aboriginal Association Inc. and a new 
General Manager has been appointed. All future 
correspondence should be directed to the new 
General Manager's email. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia directed correspondence towards updated contact information. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

480 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am deeply concerned about ConocoPhillips plans to drill up to six 
new gas wells in the oceans along Victoria’s iconic Great Ocean Road 
and along the coast of King Island, north of Lutruwita / Tasmania. It is 
particularly disturbing that the Zeehan Marine Park, recognised for its 
ecological significance, has not been excluded from the area where 
drilling might occur. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the economic significance and value 
recreation and tourism plays in coastal communities within the 
Environmental Planning Area and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure potential impacts have been assessed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the 
operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA), with 
a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 
(Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 (Recreational Fishing, including 
Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities 
described through-out EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 
(Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the operational areas, 
overlap of the proposed activities with tourism and recreational activities 
is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and 
visual amenity, and the extent to which coastal recreation and tourism is 
likely to be affected by the visibility of the activity, is short-term, fully, with 
no long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values. Drilling has 
been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in 
the Otway Basin and has most recently been carried out in 2021-22 by 
another titleholder. Consequently, economic impacts to coastal 
communities are not predicted. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide 
range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do not significantly 
impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

the values of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the 
Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and 
works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine 
Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including 
ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on 
how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration 
of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably 
practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. 
Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed 
Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - 
Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational 
Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of 
Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, 
Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel 
Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given the existing 
condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do 
not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or 
cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered 
effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible 
nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can 
be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant 
to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact and risk 
sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities 
within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional drilling from 
outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on 
location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the additional time and 
cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts 
associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that 
the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the 
EP in response to these claims." 

481 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am also concerned that ConocoPhillips hasn’t identified specific 
drilling sites, and I believe potential environmental impacts cannot be 
properly assessed without this information. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and 
areas of assessment to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the 
assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process 
for selecting final drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data 
processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

an analysis of the efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources 
with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 
designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities 
can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough description 
of the environment within the operational areas and the environment that 
may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental 
impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities 
that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and 
risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of 
impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures 
across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed 
activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the 
broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is 
considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when 
compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for 
a reduced number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of 
feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and 
their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, light or planned 
discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, 
the assessment process assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could 
occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most 
significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically 
Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, 
with mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any 
reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a 
reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other 
locations." 

482 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Australia’s wild southern oceans have enormous environmental and 
cultural significance that would be put at risk by new gas drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cultural significance of the 
southern ocean as a sensitive receptor (the Commonwealth marine 
environment) to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that these impacts were adequately identified and assessed. 
The environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on environmental values and sensitivities, 
including social, economic and cultural values, are addressed throughout 
the EP, for example in EP Section 6.3.4 (Identifying Sensitive Receptors).  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the collaborative 
development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05). This 
program will provide an opportunity for First Nations persons with Sea 
Country values and sensitivities within or adjacent to the operational areas 
to co-design and co-implement measures that  protect cultural values and 
sensitivities. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that 
the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the 
EP in response to these claims." 

483 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

These oceans are home to diverse and vulnerable marine life including 
the blue whale, southern right whale and pygmy blue whale which are 
very likely to be disturbed by drilling activity and the movement of 
vessels in the region.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the increased 
movements of vessels within the marine environment as a result of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks have been adequately 
considered.  
 
Marine mammal species with known Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or 
species that exhibit biologically important behaviours within the 
operational area include the southern right whale (migration BIA), pygmy 
blue whale (foraging BIA), sei whale (foraging or feeding behaviour), fin 
whale (foraging or feeding behaviour) and the pygmy right whale 
(foraging or feeding behaviour). As described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction 
with Marine Fauna) individuals distracted by behavioural activities such as 
feeding, mating or nursing may be more vulnerable to vessel collision 
(Laist et al. 2001). However, a study by McKenna et al. (2015) showed that 
blue whales demonstrated limited behavioural response when being 
approached by ships. While some animals responded by undertaking 
shallow dives at a slow descent, none showed signs of horizontal 
movement away from the approaching ship. Due to the short duration of 
exploration activities, slow vessel speeds within operational areas, and 
vessel/whale separation distances (500 m) it is considered unlikely that 
vessel strikes will impact the ability of species to conduct important 
behaviours within the operational area.  
As stated in EP Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-
impulsive), certain activities within the scope of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program result in the generation of continuous underwater sound 
emissions including drilling activities and the operation of vessels and the 
MODU. 
• Vessels are essential for offshore industry as they undertake several 
critical activities. Underwater sound emissions are generated from 
propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and 
operation of machinery and equipment.  
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration 
operations. Underwater sound emissions are generated onboard from 
equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, generators and machinery), thrusters 
and a smaller portion are transmitted through drilling activities (i.e., 
vibration of the drill during drilling) associated with the MODU. Drilling 
will occur for a maximum of 90 days per drilling location (maximum of 6). 
Dynamic positioning (DP) is a technology that enables a vessel to 
maintain its position automatically without a need for anchoring therefore 
minimising impacts to the seabed. The technology uses a combination of 
thrusters and sensors to control the vessels position. As described in EP 
Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound Modelling), operational scenarios were 
identified where the use of DP was required, and included: 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHST conducting 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

resupply using DP, and 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHTS conducting 
resupply using DP, and a AHTS transiting at low speed within the standby 
area, 2 km from the MODU. 
Modelling was conducted of these scenarios to understand the combined 
noise levels generated during these activities (EP Appendix G), inclusive of 
DP. Each scenario was modelled at different locations across the 
operational areas and worst-case maximum distances were calculated (see 
Tables 6-25 and 6-26) and were used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in the continuous underwater sound emission 
impact assessment in Section 6.6.7.   
Measures to mitigate impacts from underwater sound emissions and to 
reduce the risk of vessel interactions with marine fauna have been 
assessed in relevant sections of the EP as discussed above. ConocoPhillips 
Australia has further developed a Fauna Management Plan in consultation 
with technical specialists. All activities relevant to the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program will comply with these standards and measures and 
prevent or reduce the impact/risk to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in 
accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
The Fauna Management Plan outlines specific measures to minimise 
interactions and anthropogenic noise threats with relevant species, 
including the implementation of increased safe operating distances 
between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, 
night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 
operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity 
requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting 
whales and that no one method can guarantee the detection of whales, 
but by combining several complementary techniques across various 
platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. 
Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers 
(MFOs), Aerial Surveys and Acoustic Detection. A designated detection 
area will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has 
been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, VSP, 
when a vessel is on DP, etc).  
 
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed 
such as the Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N), no changes 
have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

484 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I’m also concerned about potential impacts on the critically 
endangered orange-bellied parrot. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts on the 
orange-bellied parrot to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to this species were 
adequately assessed. 
 
EP Section 4.6.7.5 (Other Marine Listed Species) provides a detailed 
description of the orange-bellied parrot and captures the progress made 
by the population over the past few years. The PMST Report (Appendix B) 
identifies the likely presence of the species during migration within the 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

operational areas, and light and flaring EMBAs, which are displayed in 
Table 4-9. The PMST utilises a broad search grid of up to 32 x 32 km in 
offshore areas. Therefore, during the assessment for the orange-bellied 
parrot additional data on its habitat range and migration routes was 
sourced. This showed both habitat presence and migration routes to be 
outside of the operational areas (Section 4.6.7.5) but overlapped by both 
the operational light and flaring EMBAs (Section and 6.4.5.1). The orange-
bellied parrot does not have assigned Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). 
The orange-bellied parrot completes bi-annual migrations across the Bass 
Strait between breeding grounds in south-western Tasmania and 
overwintering grounds along the coastline of south-eastern Australia. As 
detailed in the National Recovery Plan for the Orange-bellied Parrot 
(DELWP 2016) and assessed in Chapter 6.4 (Light Emissions) of the EP, the 
behaviour of this species may be modified by the presence of barriers 
such as illuminated structures and boats, with the impacts of barriers 
greatest where they occur on migration routes. The operational areas do 
not overlap with habitat range or migration routes (as detailed in Section 
4.6.7.5). Therefore, the MODU and support vessels will not present a 
barrier to the orange-bellied parrot and will not present a risk as per 
activities in its path. 
Full details on the assessment of impacts from operational lighting and 
flaring are detailed in Section 6.4.5.1) In summary: 
• The operational areas do not overlap the migration route of the orange-
bellied parrot. 
• No presence of barriers such illuminated structure and boats will occur 
within migration routes as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
• A change to ambient light from operational and flaring activities within 
the migration route will be temporary, of short duration (120 hours per 
well).  
• Changes in ambient light in the non-breeding range associated with 
short-term flaring at the closest possible distance of 19 km are negligible. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes it has shown sufficient justification that 
there will be Minor (2) residual consequences associated with light 
emissions to seabirds, including the orange-bellied parrot. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

485 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 4973, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Drilling in the oceans carries with it a risk of a spill event polluting the 
ocean and the surrounding coastline. Hydrocarbon pollution would be 
disastrous for the sensitive Wilderness World Heritage coastline of 
Lutruwita / Tasmania and the King Island environment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) associated with 
a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit 
and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this 
area. 
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), 
identifies and considers the importance of the Tasmanian Wilderness 
World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the 
TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped by the environment that 
may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP 
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Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from 
the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The spill modelling reports (Appendix 
E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast 
of Tasmania may be contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant 
majority of the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold 
which, based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse 
ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate 
threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the 
Tasmanian west coast in general ranged from 15 days up to 100 days 
depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts 
the weathering of condensate, with the majority (approximately 83%) 
predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 
percent continuing to evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being 
considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical 
weather conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that 
in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will 
evaporate, with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of 
Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and 
values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk of LOWC on coastal 
habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within 
Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to reduce the risk and consequence of a 
hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in 
collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after 
consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry 
practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to ALARP (as low as reasonably 
practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that 
the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the 
EP in response to these claims." 

486 5134, 4931, 5116, 5094, 4946, 5104, 
4924, 4932, 4925, 5099, 5091, 4923, 
4973, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5109, 5096, 
4930, 4917 

A spill on Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, would be devastating for local 
marine and coastal ecosystems, as well as Victoria’s tourism industry 
and reputation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to 
Victoria's marine and coastal ecosystems and tourism from a spills during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information 
provided allows for an appropriate analysis of these risks. 
 
The potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-
economic activities which use these environments (such as tourism and 
recreational activities) have been taken into consideration in the risk 
assessment process. As stated within Section 7.7.6, the risk rating of a loss 
of well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users’, ‘other 
coastal habitats and communities 'has been rated as Medium. A risk 
rating of ‘Medium’ indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has 
acknowledged the potential sensitivities of these receptors and specific 
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control measures need to be developed to lower the likelihood of the risk 
and potential consequences. 
The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the EP identify the 
measures ConocoPhillips Australia will implement to ensure the risk of a 
spill are reduced, and the potential consequences in the event of a spill 
are also mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from 
occurring during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. In the extremely 
unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, ConocoPhillips is required to 
hold financial assurance and accountability for credible costs, expenses, 
and third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating 
to their activities. As stated within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: 
Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that this financial 
assurance includes costs for operational response to contamination, 
clean-up and remediation of the environment, including environmental 
monitoring of the potential impacts. This control measure has been 
developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial assurance 
for petroleum titles’ and international compensation protocols such as the 
International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill 
Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil Pollution Emergency 
Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability 
and strategies that will be implemented in the unlikely event of a spill. 
AMOSC was also commissioned to produce additional appendices in 
support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline Protection and 
Clean-up Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the 
specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable 
response strategy to be utilised to ensure any impacts are lowered.  These 
documents all contribute to the precautionary measures that 
ConocoPhillips is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event during the 
activity are mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been 
identified within Section 7.7.6 of the EP. These measures have been 
developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response 
specialists and align with standard industry practices. This risk assessment 
process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that 
the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the 
EP in response to these claims." 

487 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 4923, 5091, 4932, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The range of ecosystems and species that could be impacted by a spill 
is large. It includes marine and coastal plants, marine fish and reptiles, 
aquatic birds and shore birds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to 
ecosystems and wildlife associated with a spill to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information 
provided allows for an appropriate assessment of risks.  
 
Impacts and risks to the ecological environment from hydrocarbon spills 
have been thoroughly assessed in EP Sections 7.6 (marine diesel oil 
(MDO) Release) and 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)). The species which 
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were identified within Section 4.6 that may be present within the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA), such as benthic and intertidal 
assemblages, plankton, marine invertebrates, fish, birds, marine mammals, 
and marine reptiles have been included in assessment of consequences of 
a spill.  
The control measures in EP Sections 7.6.5 (MDO Release) and 7.7.5 
(LOWC) identify the measures ConocoPhillips will implement to mitigate 
risks, including potential consequences to marine ecosystems and wildlife, 
to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in 
accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
These control measures align with standard industry practice and are 
considered appropriate to the nature and scale of the project. In 
accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that potential risks are 
mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

488 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 4930, 
4917 

I don’t consider it acceptable or sufficient that ConocoPhillips’ 
proposal could result in a more than 100 day spill, in the event of a spill 
that requires a relief well rig to be sourced from Asia. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the duration of a 
spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided is appropriate.  
 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents 
an unrestricted loss of well control (LOWC) event without any spill 
response intervention. This release over 90 days is considered 
conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC is considered the worst-case not 
necessarily the most credible. As such the volume released, and duration 
of the response is likely to be less. 
As stated, within EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible 
options of Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) locations considered: 
Victoria, Northwest Shelf and Singapore. Based off these three scenarios, 
ConocoPhillips Australia estimated the timeframes to complete a relief 
well kill with 90 days considered a conservative medium timeframe. In the 
extremely unlikely event of a worst-case spill scenario, it is likely that a 
relief well could be drilled in less than 90 days. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil 
Spill Centre (AMOSC) as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP. As an 
Australian based company, AMOSC would be the first spill response 
company to be activated in the event of a spill.  
AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment 
strategically placed around Australia. The closest office and location of 
personal and response equipment is located within Geelong, Victoria, 
Australia. The membership includes assurance of 24/7 response and 
capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC has ensured that equipment 
and personnel from Geelong can be mobilised within specified 
timeframes. The AMOSC membership also ensures access to national 
equipment stockpiles maintained by the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other AMOSC 
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member companies under the Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the 
‘AMOSPlan’.  
These agreements are in addition to the local resources in Victoria and 
Tasmania and strategically positioned on King Island (which will be 
available in the event that drilling activities are scheduled to occur within 
the operational areas immediately adjacent to King Island). ConocoPhillips 
Australia has considered this capacity to be sufficient in relation to the risk 
of a spill event within the Otway Basin. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

489 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

ConocoPhillips could arrange to have a stand by rig in Victorian waters 
that could significantly reduce the duration of a spill in the event of a 
blow out—particularly given that ConocoPhillips has determined that a 
capping stack to stop the spill is too expensive and ineffective for it to 
provision for. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the control 
measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control measures have been 
included.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national 
specialists to undertake a capping stack feasibility assessment to evaluate 
if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The 
assessment concluded that due to the technical complexity of deploying a 
capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh 
metocean conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary 
means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping 
stack was considered very low and presented significant health, safety and 
environmental (HSE) risks due to the environmental conditions and 
potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified 
that deployment of a capping stack in rough seas could worsen the spill 
event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the 
wellhead during deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping 
stack was made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not 
on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes 
an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as 
money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  
EP Table 7-39 has been updated to better reflect the ALARP assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two 
rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on standby were both 
assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. The additional associated costs have been 
identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the 
‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a 
control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits 
versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of 
other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or 
secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater sound, light 
and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have 
operational discharges, and require additional vessel movements for 
resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the 
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region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, 
such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel 
movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the 
sacrifice associated with implementing these control measures was grossly 
disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control 
measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in accordance with the 
project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to 
NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are managed to ALARP and 
acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better 
explain the justification for not deploying a capping stack, being made on 
the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a 
financial cost." 

490 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The sensitive environments that could be affected by a spill warrant, at 
the very least, that ConocoPhillips takes all available measures (like a 
locally available rig and immediately locally deployable spill 
containment and clean up provisions) to reduce the duration of a 
potential spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures 
considered to mitigate a spill event during the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure that suitable control measures have been included. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national 
specialists to undertake a capping stack feasibility assessment to evaluate 
if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The 
assessment concluded that due to the technical complexity of deploying a 
capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh 
metocean conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary 
means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping 
stack was considered very low and presented significant health, safety and 
environmental (HSE) risks due to the environmental conditions and 
potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified 
that deployment of a capping stack in rough seas could worsen the spill 
event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the 
wellhead during deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping 
stack was made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not 
on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes 
an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as 
money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  
EP Table 7-39 has been updated to better reflect the ALARP assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two 
rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on standby were both 
assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. The additional associated costs have been 
identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the 
‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a 
control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits 
versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of 
other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
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impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or 
secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater sound, light 
and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have 
operational discharges, and require additional vessel movements for 
resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the 
region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, 
such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel 
movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the 
sacrifice associated with implementing these control measures was grossly 
disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control 
measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in accordance with the 
project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to 
NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are managed to ALARP and 
acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better 
explain the justification for not deploying a capping stack, being made on 
the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a 
financial cost." 

491 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I would also like to express my concern that the current assessment 
process for new offshore oil and gas leaves consultation at the hands 
of industry, that systematically attempt to overwhelm communities 
with consultation requests, but then fail to provide answers to their 
questions or requests for information, or to modify their plans in 
response to extensive feedback from communities. I believe NOPSEMA 
and the Australian government need to take an active role in 
determining whether genuine social license exists for a project, and 
that the project must be rejected where it clearly does not. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding consultation and 
modification of the Environment Plan (EP) in response to feedback on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the process undertaken. 
 
Division 2, Section 24 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 outlines the process where 
titleholders are required to report on consultation, including providing an 
assessment of merit of any objection or claim about the adverse impact of 
each activity to which the EP relates. 
Throughout the EP, where additional information was identified during 
consultation and resulted in a modification of EP content, the relevant 
consultation event was indicated by the Event ID and the specific 
feedback provided was linked to a unique ID number. 
Examples of this can be found in EP Section 3.8 (Appropriate Measures 
Adopted) and throughout Chapter 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
and Chapter 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment).  Full summaries on how 
objections and claims received during the course of consultation for the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program were considered in the EP can be 
found in Appendix C2. 
Regarding claims that the offshore industry is attempting to overwhelm 
communities with consultation requests, consultation fatigue was 
identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early 
stages of consultation (e.g. EVENT IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a way to 
address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative 
engagement. As outlined in section 3.3 of the Environment Plan. This 
resulted in confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting 
in the cessation of collaborative engagement approaches in certain 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

locations.  
Additional strategies to mitigate consultation fatigue and overwhelm were 
implemented by ConocoPhillips Australia, including in-community 
information sessions (including sessions with drilling and regulatory 
specialists, and regular updates during consultation), an online 
consultation hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental 
impact and risk assessment, a range of information sheets, an EP 
Summary, to make communication/ understanding easier, and to enable 
transparent communication.  These strategies are described in EP Chapter 
3. Further, the consultation period was extended on two occasions to 
account for the consultation overwhelm felt by some of relevant persons 
resulting in a total extension of 61 days (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this 
comment." 

492 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Finally, I express my deep concern that the Australian government, 
through NOPSEMA, is still considering approving new fossil fuel 
projects. The climate crisis is having devastating impacts around the 
world and in Australia. We’ve just had our hottest year on record and 
the fire season for this year has started alarmingly early and is 
terrifying. The International Energy Agency and the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change have made it absolutely 
clear that our world cannot afford any new fossil fuel projects. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips 
Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with 
NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent 
expert statutory authority established under the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory 
processes have long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum 
activities will be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A 
of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC 
Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet 
Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable gas reserves are 
discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. 
Additional approvals and further consultation would be required to 
support the development of a commercial project and associated 
production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, 
specifically in the east coast gas market  and a domestic gas supply 
shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). 
Australians rely on gas for residential heating and cooking. Australian 
industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. 
Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s 
electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct 
exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and exploration 
drilling with plug and abandonment. Regarding climate change impacts, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of emissions 
generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the 
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proposed activity are from the operation of aircraft, vessels and the 
drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are 
discovered. The total expected direct GHG emissions are estimated to be 
approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic 
operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells 
and flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and rates). While these 
emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when 
compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are 
not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of 
hydrocarbons in a specific area. This provides information on the 
resources available to future generations and informs decision making 
around potential commercial developments. Many factors are involved in 
deciding to developed a gas reserve and environmental approvals are 
typically staged to support strategic development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support 
the development of a commercial project with permanent operating 
infrastructure. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

493 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

It is apparent that communities impacted by proposals like the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program do not support the ongoing (and 
overwhelming) expansion of offshore exploration in the oceans of the 
south east of Australia. These are important and sensitive marine 
environments and I call on the Australian Environment Minister to 
intervene to protect them and the communities so clearly calling for 
oceans and threatened species to take precedence over fossil fuel 
vested interests. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the importance of 
consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips 
Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with 
NOPTA. 
Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from 
relevant persons for their offshore petroleum activities to proceed; 
however, they are required to demonstrate in their Environment Plan how 
the concerns, objections or claims raised by relevant persons were 
considered and demonstrate that their response to that information was 
appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

494 5134, 4931, 5104, 5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 4928, 5096, 4930, 
4917 

The Australian government and NOPSEMA should reject this drilling 
proposed by ConocoPhillips to protect the climate, nature and people. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips 
Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with 
NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent 
expert statutory authority established under the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory 
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processes have long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum 
activities will be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A 
of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC 
Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet 
Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable gas reserves are 
discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. 
Additional approvals and further consultation would be required to 
support the development of a commercial project and associated 
production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, 
specifically in the east coast gas market  and a domestic gas supply 
shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). 
Australians rely on gas for residential heating and cooking. Australian 
industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. 
Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s 
electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct 
exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and exploration 
drilling with plug and abandonment. Separate approvals and further 
consultation would be required to support the development of a 
commercial project with permanent operating infrastructure. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that 
the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the 
EP in response to these claims." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

625 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2973 18/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual of organisation advising that: 
• The draft chapters for their Environment Plan (EP) were about to be released. 
• Team wanted to make sure the recipient organisation had sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Team interested in understanding the organisation’s functions, interests and activities. 
• The recipient organisation could review the draft EP and raise objections, claims or seek more information. 
• Feedback provided would be kept confidential if that was requested. 
• Always possible to opt-out of the formal consultation process and continue to be informed via notifications. 
• Team was happy to organise a meeting to brief organisation. 
Team attached: 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4931 3/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

5102 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised in public comment of 3 December 2023. In this email COP team have 
addressed objections/ claims. 

5111 21/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual automated response advising they no longer work at the organisation and provided details of the new 
representative. 

5116 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised in public comment of 3 December 2023 by the person who previously held 
the role of the individual. In this email COP team have addressed objections/ claims. 

5122 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual as follow up to email sent that same day. Team advised of an administrative error on the issue date of the letter 
sent, which was 21 February 2024 instead of 21 February 2021. Team offered to resend letter if necessary.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 62 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation offers a holistic service to meet the employment needs of indigenous people in Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with 
no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation by email (Event ID 624; 2947) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 
2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 624). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 624). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 624). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 624, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 
Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 days) at the latest.  



 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 
Response to all objections and claims was provided in October and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4527; 4637), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5099; 5475). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Brumby Hill Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
  



 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

624 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2945 15/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To representative of relevant organisation to provide update on EP and check if they had received sufficient information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Individual: 
.    Advised they are keen to be involved in ongoing consultation. 
.   Wants to review Draft EP and receive draft chapters. 
.    Requested personal contact information to ask questions directly. 
.   Team offered briefing for organisation.  
 
Key Actions: 
• Send formal offer of briefing. 

2947 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking for taking a phone call. Reiterated offer for a briefing on the EP and potential impacts. Requested suggestions on 
best way to proceed. Open to hearing story time and associated impacts thereof from program. Extended offer to share information with other First Nations People. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 64 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation is a Registered Aboriginal Corporation that represents the Aboriginal people in the east 
coast and Tasman Peninsula. FIA's include Arts (visual arts); Education and training (cultural teaching and learning); Heritage and culture (museums and keeping places; preservation of languages); Land and 
waters management— care for Country (environmental rehabilitation or enhancement). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation by email (Event ID 632) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 
2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 632). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 632). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 632). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 632, 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1158) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Enviroment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 
Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation between 15 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days) at the 
latest.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 
Response to all objections and claims was provided in October and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4527; 4637), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5099; 5475). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology 
specified in Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
  



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

632 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations – ORG ID 65 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations (FVTOC) is the State-wide body, with a Board derived from Traditional 
Owner Corporations, that convenes and advocates for the rights and interests of Traditional Owner groups and their communities, while progressing wider social, economic, environmental and cultural 
objectives on their behalf. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of 
contact were made with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations began with registration to attend a webinar (Event ID 1307) and attendance at the webinar (Event 1329). After 
the webinar ConocoPhillips Australia provided project updates to Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations (Event ID’s 1637, 1927, 1975, 2534, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3361, 3475) without response. 
Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations CC’d ConocoPhillips Australia when forwarding a project update (Event 4601) to another organisation they thought may be interested. ConocoPhillips 
Australia attempted communication through the online contact portal (Event 3848) and also unsuccessfully attempted to call the phone number they had listed on their website. No further response was received 
from Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations and ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates (Event ID’s 3859, 4392, 4750, 4830, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485, 
6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1975). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 22 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1307). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1307). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1307).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1307). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1307). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1307). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1307). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 171 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations between 22 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 66 
days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1307 22/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Webinar 
Registration 

INCOMING SURVEY: Individual completed Webinar Registration Survey via Social Pinpoint on 22/05/2023. 
• Individual registered their contact details. 
• Individual registered for future webinar sessions on the Otway Basin exploration drilling program. 

1309 23/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
• Invited people to attend a webinar on 23 May 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 
• Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool available on the consultation hub; and 
provided the link. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

1329 23/05/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  
 
• Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Regulatory Framework. 
• The drilling process. 
• The preliminary environmental risk and impact assessment. 
Participant led questions and answers 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
• Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

1975 5/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual of organisation to follow up on 19 May 2023 campaign email. The team: 
• Offered opportunity for consultation as a relevant person. 
• Highlighted the importance of consultation. 
• Gave definition of relevant persons. 
• Requested a response on whether the recipient would like to be consulted as a relevant person for the Environment Plan. 
 
The team also attached: 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
• The link to the online consultation hub for community members and individuals to provide feedback and comment about the proposed activity. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would 
be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed 
light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3848 28/09/2023 Online Contact Portal ONLINE CONTACT PORTAL: COP team member sent an email through relevant organisation’s online contact portal in an attempt to contact the 
organisation regarding consultation on the Otway Basin exploration drilling program. 
• COP team member attempted to contact the individual via telephone number listed on the organisation’s website but received no answer – COP team 
member left a voicemail requesting a call back. 
• COP team member then completed the online contact form available on the organisation’s website. 
o COP team member sent a message stating the following: 
§ COP team member left a voicemail on the landline. 
§ COP team member is seeking confirmation of the postal address for the organisation. 
§ COP team member is seeking email addresses for relevant persons associated with the organisation. 
§ COP team member’s contact details for follow-up.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4601 22/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation member to various other organisations in response to 19/05/23 campaign email regarding the development of an 
EP to undertake exploration drilling activities in the Otway Basin. ConocoPhillips Australia were copied into the correspondence. The individual:  
 
• Forwarded the campaign email. 
• Hoped the organisations had been engaged by COP Australia regarding the project. 
• Drew other organisations’ attention to the webinar on 23/05/23 and community information sessions.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 66 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The cultural arm of the Lia Pootah community is Manuta Tunapee Puggaluggalia (the Tasmanian Aboriginal Historical Cultural Association and 
Publishing House). The LPAC has functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a fuel spill. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 630) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 630). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 630). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 630). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 630, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment. (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

630 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 
could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was 
used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan 
and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) – ORG ID 067 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, specifically the Registered Aboriginal Party that 
represents the Gunaikurnai people, the Traditional Owners, as determined by the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. It is the Prescribed Body Corporate for the 
Gunaikurnai people and claim area, as outlined in the agreement, providing joint management of 10 parks and reserves within the State. It has a membership of more than 600 Traditional Owners, all of whom 
have proven their ancestral links to one of 25 Apical Ancestors registered in the Native Title Consent Determination; assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Gunaikurnai Land 
and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) preferred method of consultation (Event ID 2778). In September 2023, Gunaikurnai Land and Waters 
Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) returned correspondence via telephone call advising interest for a briefing (Event ID 3776). ConocoPhillips Australia sent an outgoing letter by registered mail (Event ID 2932). 
ConocoPhillips Australia continued correspondence to attempt to arrange a meeting time both by email (Event ID 3773, 3819, 5553, 6176) and telephone (Event ID 5550)—in September 2024 Gunaikurnai Land 
and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) returned correspondence via email(s) (Event IDs: 6189, 6187) to clarify question(s) and requested a call back. ConocoPhillips Australia called Gunaikurnai Land and 
Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) (Event ID 6188) answering relevant questions relating to the meaning of the pink line on the map, meaning of the EMBA, and potential funding options. This was 
followed up with an email outlining additional tailored information (Event ID 6206). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to follow up, a reply was received in November 2024 with availability confirmed for a 
meeting later in the month (Event ID 6268). A virtual meeting was held on 19 November 2024 (Event ID 6289); and a follow up meeting to further discuss the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) was 
agreed for 10 December 2024 (Event ID 6289). However, due to GLAWAC staff unavailability (Event ID 6326), this has been postponed. ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign 
email correspondence during consultation (Event IDs: 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5247). 
 
Further consultation (following submission on the Environment Plan on 09 November 2024)  
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide 
regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). As well as communication via email(s) (Event IDs: 5553, 6176, 6189, 6187, 6206, 6210, 6256, 6257, 
6261, 6265, 6266, 6268, 6290) and telephone call(s) (Event IDs: 5550, 6188). Additional tailored information was provided (Event ID 6206) and a virtual meeting was held on 19 November 2024 (Event ID 6289).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 2778, 2932). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 2778, 2932). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 2778, 2932).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 2778, 2932). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 2778, 2932). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 2778, 2932). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 2778, 2932). 



   
   

 
 

   
    
   

 
   

   
  

 
 

 
  
    
   
   

 
 

     
 

   
  

    
    

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub  (Event IDs:  2778, 2932).
  Information on the proposed activity, the  consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process  (Event IDs:  2778, 2932).

Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA)  (Event IDs:  2778, 2932).
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event IDs:  3819,  3771).
 Information updates related to the public comment period  (Event ID  4846).

Additional tailored information provided to Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:
 Information about ConocoPhillips Australia’s Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event IDs:  6176,  6206).
 Explained that  Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  was identified in ConocoPhillips Australia’s Traditional Owner searches as being indirectly affected because of possible Sea 

Country values surrounding the proposed permit areas and adjacent coastlines (Event ID  6206).
 Acknowledged tangible and non-tangible cultural values and interests beyond the Aboriginal Title areas and noted that ConocoPhillips Australia’s approach is to ensure impacts to cultural values are managed 

in an ecologically acceptable manner, to protect the intangible values (Event ID  6206).
 Further information on Managing Impacts and the Monitoring Programs for an accidental hydrocarbon release on the EMBA (Event  ID  6206).
 Clarified  meaning of the pink line on the map  (Event ID  6188).
 Clarified  meaning of the EMBA (Event ID 6188).
 Clarified  content and purpose of the Environment Plan (Event ID 6188).

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received  0  information(s) from  Gunaikurnai  Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC).  The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP  3.6)
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  received initial engagement about the activity in  August  2023,  94  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on  09
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  between  08 August  2023 and  15  August 
2023 (over a period of  8  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices 
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID  2778)  from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID  3819), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided  a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for  Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  to make an 
informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed activity on its functions, interests or activities.

During consultation
During consultation,  Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC)  raised  0  objection(s)  and claim(s)  about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the  Response to Feedback  table below.



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2778 8/08/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual inviting organisation to participate in consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Information was provided about: 
• Team’s commitment to consulting with First Nations communities. 
• Interest in understanding their interests, activities and functions in the two areas VIC/P79 and T/49P. 
• Offered to provide further information if needed. 
 
Team attached: 
• Formal Letter asking to return correspondence by 25 August 2023 if they wanted to be consulted and sharing link and QR code 
to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2845 10/08/2023  Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation to verify CEO received email sent on the 8/08/2023. Team member spoke with 
receptionist: 
• CEO was unavailable. 
• Receptionist committed to verify with CEO’s executive assistant if the email was received. 
• Team member asked to reiterate a meeting offer with CEO to brief them about Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

2932 15/08/2023  Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 25/08/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

3771 21/09/2023  Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual following email sent 8/08/2023 and letter sent 15/08/2023. No answer. Team 
member left a voicemail which: 
• Offered an update briefing about OEDP - EP. 
• Mentioned the call was a follow-up to a previous email. 
• Mentioned draft EP chapters available on the website. 

3776 21/09/2023  Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual who apologised that they haven’t received the registered letter about OEDP.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Individual: 
.   Advised keen to be briefed. 
.   And asked for a follow up email to personal email address, so they could organise a meeting. 
.   Confirmed they are the appropriate point of contact for consultation with organisation, in the first instance.  
 
Key Actions: 
.  Re-send copy of registered letter via email (see separate Event ID 3819). 

3773 21/09/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a call that happened that day.  
• Team was please to have the opportunity to brief individual and related members of organisation.  
• Team explained that the meeting could be arranged via Teams at their earliest convenience.  
• Confirmed that the presentation would also include data for the environmental assessment of potential impacts and risks for a 
specific area. 
• Team would wait for further advice of a date/time that would suit. 
 
Team shared link where the draft EP could be found and attached: 
• Original correspondence dated 8 August 2023. 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

3819 26/09/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual as a follow up for email of 26 September 2023. 
Team inquired if there were any updates about a suitable time for the agreed briefing to take place.  
Note: No further response.  
- Relevant persons were notified that consultation was being paused from 30 September 2023 to allow ConocoPhillips Australia 
to prepare the EP for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment. 

4392 27/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims 
to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 
could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was 
used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates 
of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5550 10/09/2024  Telephone call OUTGOING Telephone Call to relevant person offering to host on Country meeting to discuss corporations Sea Country planning 
initiatives and participation in the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. No response. Sent follow up SMS (see separate event).  

5553 10/09/2024  Email OUTGOING EMIAL: To individual representing organisation. 
 
Key Points - Team member noted that she: 
* Had attempted to call on mobile but the call had failed so a text had been sent. 
* Had been following the organisation on social media and was in awe of the Caring for Country work being undertaken. 
* Had also read the organisation's Whole-of-Country Plan. 
* Believed that the organisation's delivery of its Vision for Healthy Country and Protecting and Practicing Culture was innovative 
and sets the bench-mark for best-practice, particularly the Sea Country knowledge-gathering initiative (community boat trips out 
onto Sea Country etc). 
 
Information provided: 
* ConocoPhiilips Australia was: 
*       keen to find out more about the knowledge-gathering process for Sea Country, and respectfully requested an opportunity 
to meet on Country as soon as possible and hear some of the stories that inform the Vision for Whole-of-Country care.   
*       about to launch a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) and would send an information package and invite the 
participation of the community in the program.  
 
* The email outlined the intent and approach of the CHPP to enhance the protection of Sea Country during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program activity (pending EP acceptance). 
*It noted that the CHPP would fund a variety of local Sea County initiatives that align with individual Caring for Country Plans. 
 
Request 
* To enable this conversation, we would be pleased to host a luncheon on Country as soon as it can be arranged. 
* Provided contact details. 

6176 15/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to a luncheon on country hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. Included 
information regarding the cultural heritage protection plan and invitation to co-design. Attached: 
- CHPP Letter to Gunaikurnai 
- Information Sheet (Cultural Heritage Protection Program - GLAWAC) 

6189 18/09/2024  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual asking team to call back to clarify a couple of questions. 
6187 19/09/2024  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual suggesting preferred time for a phone call. 
6188 19/09/2024  Telephone call OUTGOING PHONE CALL: To individual 

 
Key discussion points 
* Discussed stakeholder's questions re: 
    - meaning of the pink line on the map 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

    - meaning of EMBA 
    - content and purpose of Environment Plan 
    - need for knowledge to develop control measures to protect Sea Country 
    - potential funding options for programs 
    - looking to co-design control measures and current brochure content outlined ideas. 
 
Key requests 
*   To enable decision about a meeting, individual requested written information relevant impacts 
 
Key actions: 
Send email with information on impacts and risks related to the EMBA. 

6206 27/09/2024  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing First Nations organisation. 
 
Key Points 
* Responded to request for further information re participation in ConocoPhillips Australia's (COPA) Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program. 
* Explained that the organisation was identified in COPA's Traditional Owner searches as being indirectly affected because of 
possible Sea Country values surrounding the proposed permit areas and adjacent coastlines. 
 * Noted that Sea Country is within the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) in the unlikely event of an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release. 
* The EMBA is the area defined as ‘may be affected’ using worst-case hydrocarbon release modelling - an area representing 
hundreds of hypothetical events occurring under different weather and ocean conditions to help understand where a spill could 
go under different circumstances meaning coastal waters could be affected by a temporary change in water quality depending 
on the metocean conditions.  
 
* Acknowledged tangible and non-tangible cultural values and interests beyond the Aboriginal Title areas and noted that COPA's 
approach is to ensure impacts to cultural values are managed in an ecologically acceptable manner, to protect the intangible 
values.  
 
* Explained that: 
.  The Cultural Heritage Protection Program seeks to build on existing control measures, by providing a mechanism for co-design 
and co-implementation of measures to enhance the protection of cultural values and sensitives, and by identifying opportunities 
and providing support for First Nations groups.  
. Other alignments may be in the supply of environmental data gathered during the activity to build knowledge of Sea Country, 
or through the support of training opportunities in modern natural resource management practices.  
* Referred to Totemic Species; the Fauna Management Plan; the Light Management Plan; the Marine Assurance Process. 
 
* Outlined: 
. Next steps 
. Potential ideas for discussion 
 
Further information 
*For more information provided here on Managing Impacts and the Monitoring Programs for an accidental hydrocarbon release 
on the EMBA and for illustrative map; see attached document. 
 
Key Actions 
* Invitation extended to meet 
* Offered to exchange further information if appropriate 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6210 1/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual seeking to agree a time for phone call re information in previous sent email. 
6256 11/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual proposing a call to discuss a partnership with FN organisation for the Cultural Heritage 

Protection Program. Team proposed: 
 
- Funding and support for additional internal resources at GLaWAC. 
- Indigenous training and development opportunities. 
- A Reading Country program. 
- The organisation also suggested several potential times for the call. 

6257 11/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL Auto-reply from individual noting leave until the 2nd of December. Auto-reply provided an alternative point of 
contact. 

6261 11/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Forwarded previous outgoing email to new recipient as team was made aware of ongoing leave. Email noted 
funding offer for First Nation corporation. Team requested: 
- To connect the following week or wait until a third party returns from leave. 
 
Attached: 
- Previous outgoing email to individual on leave 
- CHPP letter 
- GLAWAC Cultural Heritage Protection Program Information Sheet 

6265 13/11/2024  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual confirming receipt of correspondence. Individual noted: 
- Following up with another colleague who would attend the meeting 
- Will contact once availability is confirmed 

6266 13/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them and noting team look forward to meeting soon. 
6268 14/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual accepting an invitation to discuss a funding opportunity.  

 
Provided information about: 
- Availability for a meeting on Wednesday 20/11/2024 10am – 10:45am (AEDT). 
- Request for an invitation if the proposed time slot is still available. 

6289 19/11/2024 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: With representatives of Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC). 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
- Overview of the project, including why COPA is exploring for gas, the current status of the EP, timeline, consultation, and 
potential impacts on GLaWAC. 
- Explanation of the CHPP, including the co-design process and potential initiatives that could be included. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
- Clarification on the difference between Beach EMBA and COPA's approach. 
- Discussion on the scope of the CHPP and what initiatives could be included. 
- Consideration of potential areas of interest or projects for GLaWAC, including protecting coastal landscape values, mapping sea 
country values, and increasing the size of the Indigenous Protected Area (IPA). 
- Discussion on potential initiatives that could be included in the CHPP, such as Citizen Science Programs, Oil Spill Response or 
Oiled Wildlife Response Training, funding for a gap analysis of seabed survey data, and information on and protections for coastal 
values. 
- Discussion on funding for the CHPP and how it should be allocated among First Nations groups. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Discussion on underwater cultural heritage and the potential for preservation of vegetation/pollen or artefacts on the seafloor 
in the Otway Basin. 
 
Key Actions: 
- GLaWAC to consider ideas with the broader team and provide feedback to COPA. 
- COPA and GLaWAC to schedule a follow-up meeting on 10 December. 

6290 21/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to GLaWAC thanking them for a recent meeting about the Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
Provided information including: 
- Potential alignment between the individuals' initiatives and the funding available through the Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program. 
- Interest in the submerged landscapes/marine archaeology data collification and gap analysis project and Corner Inlet site 
protection project. 
- Encouragement for the individuals to come back with any other ideas. 
- Next meeting scheduled for 10 December 2024 at 10am AEDT. 
- Offer to answer any questions in the meantime. 
Attached: 
- Meeting slide deck 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

6325 09/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming the team are looking forward to the meeting tomorrow. COPA team requested if 
there was any specific information they need to prepare for the meeting. 

6326 09/12/2024 Email  INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising that: 
  
- The scheduled meeting for the following day had to be cancelled due to illness and unavailability. 
- They will provide alternate dates for the meeting after some days. 

6327 10/12/2024 Email  INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual seeking confirmation about: 
  
- The rescheduling of a meeting that was still showing in their calendar. 
- They had been informed that the meeting needed to be rescheduled due to two individuals being unavailable. 

6328 10/12/2024 Email  OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acknowledging that a meeting was cancelled that morning and offering to reschedule at a 
convenient time. 

6330 10/12/2024 Email  INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking COPA team for confirming cancellation and that individual would be back in 
touch. 

 



Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI)– ORG ID 68 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Flinders Island Aboriginal Association (FIAA) is governed by an Aboriginal Board of Management, elected by the local community and 
provides a range of services on Flinders Island including: Primary Health and Aged Care, Housing, Youth Services, a Statewide Tackling Smoking Project and three business enterprises. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact 
were made, with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI)’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 628) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 628). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 628). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 628). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 
Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days). 



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology 
specified in Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc. (FIAAI) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

628 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  



 



First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 69 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The First Tasmanians Aboriginal Organisation is a body established to assist recognition of Indigenous heritage, promote culture and 
provide support for Indigenous Tasmanians and other Australian Indigenous persons. Located in Dromedary in the local government areas (LGA) of Southern Midlands and Brighton in the Central and Hobart 
LGA regions of Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. First Tasmanians Aboriginal 
Corporation engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred consultation method. First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation received the initial correspondence (Event ID 627) to 
which they replied with interest to see how the work would progress due to ancestral proximity of proposed activity. ConocoPhillips Australia offered the option to meet and discuss the proposed project without 
response (Event ID 645). ConocoPhillips Australia provided project updates (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 627). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 627). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 627). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1158) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 
First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 days) at the latest.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified 
in Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, First Tasmanians Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

627 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4244 13/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL From individual in response to email of the same day. Individual stated they were interested to see how the work would 
progress, as it would be performed near to where their ancestors were from. 

645 16/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of 13 March 2023. Team requested meeting to discuss about the proposed activity and the 
individual preferences in terms of consultation approach. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) – ORG ID 70 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) is an Aboriginal community organisation developed in the early 1970s and funded by the Federal Government 
since 1973. TAC represents the political and community development aspirations of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 635; 3104), registered letter (Event ID(s) 1933; 2415) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID 1157). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 635). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 29 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 635). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3104). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3104).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 635). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3104). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) between 13 March 2023 and 29 August 2023 (over a period of 169 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

635 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1933 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2415 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 4/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3104 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Information provided included: 
• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 
• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 

 



Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 71 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, specifically a Registered Traditional Owner Organisation that represents the Bunurong 
people of the South-Eastern Kulin Nation. Bunurong Country includes coastline in Bass Strait, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. ConocoPhillips Australia made 
multiple attempts of contact during consultation; and no engagement was received excluding Event ID 2950 (Feedback ID 1364) where the receptionist advised a different contact for ConocoPhillips Australia.  
No further engagement was received from Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial communications in the lead up of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation with an invitation to attend 
upcoming community information session(s) (Event ID 971). ConocoPhillips Australia communicated directly via telephone (Event IDs: 2948, 2950, 3365, 2950) and direct email (Event IDs: 2949, 6202). 
ConocoPhillips Australia was advised of a different contact in a telephone call, which was followed up with, however no response was received (Event ID 2950). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project 
updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 103, 1205, 1414, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). No further engagement was received (Event ID 6202).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
  
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 09 November 2023)  
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to communicate with Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular 
project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). As well as direct email(s) (Event IDs: 6202, 6260). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 April 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 971).  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 1414, 1637). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event IDs 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 



 
Additional tailored information provided to Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
Information regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s Cultural Heritage Protection Program (Event ID 6202). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial update about the activity on 13 April 2023 (Event 
ID 971), 211 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Bunurong Land 
Council Aboriginal Corporation between 13 April 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 57 days). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
 
At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with 
Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the proposed activity on its functions, interests or activities.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the 
EP 

1364 2950 Relevant person suggested that the best way to contact is through email 
addressed to 'WHOM IT MAY CONCERN' and she will forward it to the 
appropriate person in the organization. It was also confirmed that a certain 
individual left the organization two years ago. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia contacted alternate relevant person as representative of 
this First Nations organisation throughout the process of relevant person consultation. 
This commenced 25/11/2022 Event ID 103. 

 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy 
security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, 
COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

971 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and 
relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. Available sessions 
were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed 
activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

4601 22/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation member to various other organisations in response to 19/05/23 campaign email regarding the 
development of an EP to undertake exploration drilling activities in the Otway Basin. ConocoPhillips Australia were copied into the 
correspondence. The individual:  
 
•Forwarded the campaign email. 
•Hoped the organisations had been engaged by COP Australia regarding the project. 
•Drew other organisations’ attention to the webinar on 23/05/23 and community information sessions. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2948 16/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted relevant organisation on 16/08/2023 to confirm if they received sufficient 
information and to advise that draft EP chapters were about to be released.  
• There was no answer – phone call went to voice mail.  
• COP team member left voice mail message about the purpose of the call, left mobile number, and requested a call back and also promised to 
follow-up with an email.  

2949 16/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 
Attachments: 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
 
Key Discussion Points: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The draft chapters for their Environment Plan (EP) were about to be released. 
• Team wanted to make sure the recipient organisation had sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• The recipient organisation could review the draft EP and raise objections, claims or seek more information. 
• Feedback provided would be kept confidential if that was requested. 
• Always possible to opt-out of the formal consultation process and continue to be informed via notifications. 
• Request to be contacted to discuss their preference for ongoing consultation and their preferred channels of communication. 

2950 16/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: receptionist from relevant organisation contacted COP team on 16/08/2023 returning a voice mail left by COP. 
• Receptionist advised COP team member of the best contact and provided an email address that consultation information could be sent to. 
• Receptionist advised that they would forward the documents to the correct internal contact as the previous contact left the organisation two 
years ago. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3365 14/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual to request contact details to arrange meeting. 
.    No answer. Message left.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.    Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6202 25/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation 
 
Key Points 
* Please find attached correspondence 
 
Attachments: 
* 20240925 CHPP Letter to Bunurong.pdf;  
* 2024 Information Sheet 19 – Cultural 
Heritage Protection Program—ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00027.pd 

6260 11/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual and proposed a partnership to enhance the protection of cultural values during the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. The organisation suggested providing funding and support for: 
 
- Additional internal resources at Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation. 
- Indigenous training and development. 
- A Reading Country program. 
- On-Country gatherings. 
- Other co-designed initiatives. 
- The sender proposed a call to discuss these ideas and provided several potential dates and times for the call. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached: 
- Information Sheet 19 Cultural Heritage Protection Program 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



King Island Shire Council – ORG ID 72 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 King Island Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 King Island Shire Council was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 King Island Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): King Island Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with King Island Shire Council resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 
persons functions, interests and activities. After extensive, considered consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM01: 
Marine Assurance Process; CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures; CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan; CM07: Light Management Plan; CM10: Well Testing Program; 
CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP); CM14: Operational and Scientific Monitoring Plan (OSMP); CM15: Well Design and Delivery Process (WDDP); CM16: Source Control Emergency 
Response Plan (SCREP), inclusive of Relief Well Plan; CM17: NOPSEMA Accepted Well Operations Management Plan. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with King Island Shire Council for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on King Island Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation. A representative of King Island Shire Council confirmed via telephone call 
that project update information should be directed to them (Event ID 2485). King Island Shire Council directly communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia via email correspondence, telephone calls, Social 
Pinpoint interactions and meetings and was therefore actively involved in the consultation process. ConocoPhillips Australia provided King Island Shire Council with opportunities to have both in-person and 
virtual meetings to discuss the proposed Otway Exploration and Drilling Program, which were accepted and held (Event ID 2418; 4856; 4014). ConocoPhillips Australia also advised King Island Shire Council of 
upcoming community sessions (Event ID 2490; 1847; 4331) which were attended by King Island Shire Council (Event ID 1085). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided King Island Shire 
Council with regular project update correspondence via campaign emails.  King Island Shire Council recommended conducting a Town Hall for interested members of the community (Event ID 2489), which 
ConocoPhillips Australia actioned (Event ID(s) 4641; 1304). ConocoPhillips Australia provided King Island Shire Council with formal written correspondence regarding objections and claims raised (Event ID(s) 4217; 
4224). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided King Island Shire Council with regular project update correspondence via campaign emails.   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID(s) 788; 4642). 
  
Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)    
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the King Island Shire Council including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project updates via 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). An email was sent in July 2024 from ConocoPhillips Australia with a revised response to feedback(s) raised, following the 
narrowing and refinement of the activity (Event ID 5479). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to King Island Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 3 February 2023 and 30 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 722; 788; 4642). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1219). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1219).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1219). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID(s) 788; 4642). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1219, 1829). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1219). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1219). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID(s) 722; 788; 4642).  



 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event IDs 4858, 4879, 5155). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 
Additional tailored information provided to King Island Shire Council with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Provided a thorough presentation to King Island Shire Council directly addressing, among other things, emergency preparedness, emissions, and discharge concerns (Event ID 3880). 
 Provided a formal written response to objections and claims, including a draft EP chapter regarding Environmental Performance (Event ID 4217) and further information in relation to the actioning of King 

Island Shire Council's request for ConocoPhillips Australia to have first strike spill response resources pre-emptively located on King Island (Event ID 4224). 
 Provided a further detailed assessment and reply to each issued raised by King Island Shire Council, including additional information and actions taken to reflect the feedback provided in the Environment Plan 

and further activity limitations (Event ID 5479). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from the King Island Shire Council. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
King Island Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 280 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Shire Council between 03 February 2023 and 30 June 2023 (over a period of 148 days).  
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID(s): 4217; 4224), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
An additional revised response was provided following the narrowing and refinement of the activity in July 2024 (Event ID 5479).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, King Island Shire Council raised 13 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 



 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1250 1085 Relevant person expressed the prevailing view that the Island bears most 
of the project risk without reaping any of the benefits. 

At a community forum convened by ConocoPhillips Australia (15/3/2023; Event ID 1085), the local 
Mayor shared the perception that the Island carried the majority of the risk for the project but 
received none of the benefits.  A general discussion followed on what meaningful economic benefit 
could look like for an exploration drilling campaign and that while economic benefit was usually 
assessed on a state/ national level, there were potential opportunities that could be considered such 
as local purchasing arrangements and the role of Council in providing advice as to what meaningful 
economic benefit could look like. ConocoPhillips continued to consult with Council with a further 26 
recorded interactions. 

1251 1085 Relevant person stated that the council owns and operates the airport, 
emphasizing its importance for aviation safety and as critical 
infrastructure for the Island. They also expressed hopes to attract larger 
operators, such as QANTAS Link, to boost economic growth. 

At a community forum convened by ConocoPhillips Australia (15/3/2023; Event ID 1085), the local 
Mayor raised the issue of whether potential use of King Island Airport would be seen as a benefit or 
nuisance to the community by adding additional air traffic. Examples were given as to how smaller 
airports have been used as supply bases, FIFO hubs and refuelling bases in exploration drilling 
campaigns previously. 

1252 1085 Relevant person identified wild kelp harvesters, and the fishing industry 
as immediately impacted industries in such events. They also mentioned 
that there are approximately 50 contract or freelance kelp harvesters on 
the island. 

ConocoPhillips Australia facilitated a community drop-in session held on 15/03/23 and addressed 
many of the claims, objections and questions raised by relevant individuals in attendance. Event ID 
1085; Doc ID 4226. These were documented and incorporated into the EP. 

1318 2418 Relevant person emphasized the importance of King Island's 'clean air' to 
the brand and reputation of the island's viability. 

ConocoPhillips Australia was reminded that the ‘clean air’ of King Island is very important to the 
brand and reputation underpinning the island’s viability (24/3/2023; Event ID 2418).  The 
development of the EP included consideration of factors that include social, economic and cultural 
features relating to King Island. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

419 4224, 1366 Request Relevant person requested that Parks 
Tasmania is contacted to provide 
details for 'Jigs' to support ground 
truthing. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to make 
contact with Parks Australia to support access to 
private land during ground truthing of the 
tactical response plans developed for King Island. 
Unfortunately, Parks Victoria were unable to 
assist and, alternatively, ConocoPhillips 
undertook to complete ground truthing of areas 
with public access and reviewed access to areas 
on private land as far a public access would allow 
from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

ConocoPhillips undertook ground truthing of 
areas with public access and reviewed access to 
areas on private land as far a public access will 
allow for the tactical response plans for King 
Island, Tasmania from 12 to 15 July 2023. 

420 4224, 1366 Request Relevant person requested that 
ConocoPhillips Australia identify 
potential resources and an adequate 
staging area for first strike response 
equipment on King Island, including 
assessing the feasibility of temporary 
accommodation. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As discussed in the Council briefing on 29 
September 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
committed to having first strike spill response 
resources pre-emptively located on King Island in 
the event that drilling is scheduled to occur 
within the central zone of the T/49P Operational 
Area, adjacent to King Island.  
 

First strike response equipment will be pre-
positioned on King Island to support rapid 
response, in the event that drilling is scheduled to 
occur within the central zone of the T/49P 
Operational Area, adjacent to King Island. 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Table 6-1: Environmental performance 
requirements and responsibilities for the OPEP 
(OPEP Rev00D) has been updated to reflect this 
control measure and measurement criteria have 
been established to demonstrate compliance 
including: 
- Agreements, contracts in place, and 
- Equipment in position prior to drilling in central 
zone of T/49P. 
 
The King Island Council Town Hall was identified 
as the most suitable location to establish a 
Forward Operating Base, with the following 
features: 
- Proximity to Currie port, airport and main N/S 
roadway for transportation of personnel and 
equipment, and accommodation  
- Adequate internal space to establish a 
command centre 
- Power 
- Communications/IT 
- Climate control 
- Hot Water 
- Ablutions 
- Kitchen facilities 
- Close to town/stores/supplies 
- Close to local police  
 
Staging areas for equipment. materials and 
wastes, etc could be established at Currie Port, 
Grassy Port and the airport as required. 
 
The above information has been included in the 
Primary Tactical Response Plan for the Ettrick 
River and this has been referenced in each of the 
Secondary TRPs. 
 
As also discussed in the Council briefing on 29 
September, the costs associated with mobilising, 
installing and demobilising temporary 
accommodation to King Island for use by a 
limited number of personnel in the highly unlikely 
event of a spill during short-term exploration 
activities within the operational area adjacent to 
King Island, is considered grossly 
disproportionate to the benefit and, as such, this 
measure has not been adopted. 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

438 4014, 4217 Request Relevant person requested for the 
word 'discernible' to be replaced by 
'detectable' when referring to the 
impact of emissions on King Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As requested by council in our meeting on 29 
September 2023, we have undertaken to revise 
the wording of the air quality Environment 
Performance Outcome, replacing the word 
'discernible' with 'detectable'. 
 
EPO8: No detectable change to the air quality of 
coastal communities. 

Change wording in relation to air emissions 
Environment Performance Outcome: 
 
EPO8: No detectable change to the air quality of 
coastal communities. 

439 4014, 5479, 4217 Request Relevant person requested for impacts 
to the 'King Island brand' to be 
assessed in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The development of the Environment Plan 
involved extensive consultation, the completion 
of environmental assessments across the 
broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, 
and consideration of public comment feedback. 
During this process ConocoPhillips Australia has 
continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 
proposed activity and operational areas in light 
of the feedback received and as a result of the 
maturation of subsurface data.  
This has led to the identification of several activity 
limitations that can now be applied to further 
refine the scope and bounds of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Consequently, the operational areas have been 
refined further and the scope of potential 
activities within T/49P, adjacent to the west coast 
of King Island, has been reduced significantly. 
The revised operational areas associated with 
T/49P are now 33 km from King Island at the 
closest possible point. This distance was 
previously 28 km. In addition, ConocoPhillips 
Australia have limited the scope of the activity 
within T/49P to the drilling of up to a maximum 
of one exploration well, following completion of 
up to a maximum of 2 seabed surveys. These 
changes represent a significant reduction in the 
visibility (and duration) of offshore activities from 
the coast of King Island. 
 
Further, the number and duration of Drill Stem 
Tests (DST), which involve flaring, has also been 
reduced as follows: 
- Only one DST involving flaring, can be 
conducted within T/49P. The duration of flaring 
has also been reduced from 120 hours to 100 
hours per well. 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures 
CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan 
CM07: Light Management Plan 
CM10: Well Testing Program 
CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
CM14: Operational and Scientific Monitoring Plan 
(OSMP) 
CM15: Well Design and Delivery Process (WDDP) 
CM16: Source Control Emergency Response Plan 
(SCREP), inclusive of Relief Well Plan 
CM17: NOPSEMA Accepted Well Operations 
Management Plan 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

 
These changes will minimise impacts on coastal 
amenity associated with the visibility of the rig, 
and visibility of routine and flaring light 
emissions, and represent a significant reduction 
in visual amenity and lighting impacts to King 
Island.  
 
Further details of these changes can be found 
within the June 2024 project update. 
 
Further narrowing and refinements to the 
proposed activity should be expected as we 
mature our subsurface understanding, refine our 
assessments, and engage in ongoing 
consultation with relevant persons, organisations, 
and authorities.   

1008 1085 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the potential risks the proposed 
exploration program could pose to 
economic drivers and the King Island 
brand. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Information on the importance of the King Island 
Brand and tourism is included in EP Section 4.7.1. 
Impacts to visual amenity associated with tourism 
were assessed in EP Section 6.2.5.1 which found 
that the visibility of the MODU would be 
significantly less than that shown in Figure 6-20 
given the significant distance of the T/49P 
operational area from the coastline being 33 km 
at the closest point, would decrease with 
increased distance from the coast and would be 
comparable to shipping traffic within the region. 
These impacts are short-duration, fully 
recoverable with no long-term impacts to visual 
amenity or aesthetic values given no permanent/ 
visible infrastructure will be left in place.  No 
further changes were made to the EP in response 
to this claim. 

N/A 

1009 1085 Claim The Mayor expressed concerns about 
the potential impact of the permit 
location on King Island, specifically 
regarding potential spills and their 
immediate delivery to shore, and the 
effects on the community and 
economy. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA) 
referred to in Figure 4-7 of the EP is the area 
used to describe and assess where a change in 
the ambient environment condition has the 
potential to occur as the result of a planned 
activity or an unplanned event. It is noted that a 
change within the EMBA does not always imply 
that an adverse impact will occur. The EMBA 
encompasses the entire spatial extent of all 
predicted impacts and possible risks associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This 
includes the combined spatial extent of 1400 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-
positioning first strike response equipment on King 
Island to support rapid response, in the event that 
drilling is scheduled to occur within the central 
zone of the T/49P Operational Area, adjacent to 
King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

modelled hypothetical scenarios of an accidental 
hydrocarbon release from a marine diesel oil spill, 
and 1400 modelled scenarios of an accidental 
loss of well control event. 
This EMBA is used to support preparedness by 
identifying a planning area, within which 
environmental values and sensitivities are 
identified and priorities for protection are 
established for extremely unlikely credible worst-
case hydrocarbon release scenarios.  
ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-
positioning first strike response equipment on 
King Island to support rapid response, in the 
event that drilling is scheduled to occur within 
the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, 
adjacent to King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

1010 1085 Claim The Mayor expressed concerns about 
the potential impact of wind-borne 
emissions on the community, 
agriculture, and local brand due to the 
project. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the air 
quality in the region, as detailed in EP Section 
4.5.1 (Air Quality) which states 'Air masses 
between 190°S - 280°W arrive at the station, 
typically having travelled for thousands of 
kilometres across the Southern Ocean. There are 
no intervening land masses which allows the air 
to be free from recent human and terrestrial 
influences and allows samples to be 
representative of a 'baseline' atmospheric 
composition for the mid-latitudes of the 
Southern Hemisphere (CSIRO 2022a). This 
location, 114 km from the T/49P operational area, 
is thought to be one of the cleanest air sources in 
the world. Therefore, even considering the effects 
of other historical and existing offshore marine 
activities (including oil and gas developments, 
fisheries and shipping) the air quality in the 
EMBA is expected to be high.' Impacts to air 
quality are assessed in EP Section 6.5. Exploration 
activities may result in a temporary, localised 
reduction of air quality within the environment 
immediately surrounding exhaust points but are 
not predicted to impact on the health or amenity 
of the nearest human coastal settlements (e.g. 
Port Fairy approximately 20 km from VIC/P79 and 
King Island approximately 33 km from T/49P), or 
the Kennaook/Cape Grimm Baseline Air Pollution 
Monitoring station located at Woolnorth Point, 
Tasmania, as emissions will be rapidly dispersed 
and diluted by offshore winds. 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1011 1085 Claim The Mayor expressed concern that the 
Island is perceived to bear most of the 
project's risk without reaping any 
benefits. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As part of Environment Plan development 
ConocoPhillips Australia assessed a range of 
environmental receptors, including the socio-
economic environment.   
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse 
Gas Storage Act 2006, we are required to 
undertake petroleum activities in a manner that 
does not interfere with the activities of others to 
a greater extent than is necessary for the 
reasonable exercise of the rights and 
performance of the duties we are permitted to 
carry out.  We believe this activity can sustainably 
coexist with the activities and livelihood of other 
marine and coastal users and communities. 

N/A 

1104 4014 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the potential impact of spill 
scenario modelling on the west coast 
of King Island. These concerns were 
addressed in a meeting. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA) 
referred to in Figure 4-7 of the EP is the area 
used to describe and assess where a change in 
the ambient environment condition has the 
potential to occur as the result of a planned 
activity or an unplanned event. It is noted that a 
change within the EMBA does not always imply 
that an adverse impact will occur. The EMBA 
encompasses the entire spatial extent of all 
predicted impacts and possible risks associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This 
includes the combined spatial extent of 1400 
modelled hypothetical scenarios of an accidental 
hydrocarbon release from a marine diesel oil spill, 
and 1400 modelled scenarios of an accidental 
loss of well control event. 
This EMBA is used to support preparedness by 
identifying a planning area, within which 
environmental values and sensitivities are 
identified and priorities for protection are 
established for extremely unlikely credible worst-
case hydrocarbon release scenarios.  
ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-
positioning first strike response equipment on 
King Island to support rapid response, in the 
event that drilling is scheduled to occur within 
the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, 
adjacent to King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-
positioning first strike response equipment on King 
Island to support rapid response, in the event that 
drilling is scheduled to occur within the central 
zone of the T/49P Operational Area, adjacent to 
King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

1105 4014 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about flaring and emissions due to 
prevailing winds towards the Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the air 
quality in the region, as detailed in EP Section 
4.5.1 (Air Quality) which states 'Air masses 
between 190°S - 280°W arrive at the station, 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

These concerns were addressed in the 
meeting. 

typically having travelled for thousands of 
kilometres across the Southern Ocean. There are 
no intervening land masses which allows the air 
to be free from recent human and terrestrial 
influences and allows samples to be 
representative of a 'baseline' atmospheric 
composition for the mid-latitudes of the 
Southern Hemisphere (CSIRO 2022a). This 
location, 114 km from the T/49P operational area, 
is thought to be one of the cleanest air sources in 
the world. Therefore, even considering the effects 
of other historical and existing offshore marine 
activities (including oil and gas developments, 
fisheries and shipping) the air quality in the 
EMBA is expected to be high.' Impacts to air 
quality are assessed in EP Section 6.5. Exploration 
activities may result in a temporary, localised 
reduction of air quality within the environment 
immediately surrounding exhaust points but are 
not predicted to impact on the health or amenity 
of the nearest human coastal settlements (e.g. 
Port Fairy approximately 20 km from VIC/P79 and 
King Island approximately 33 km from T/49P), or 
the Kennaook/Cape Grimm Baseline Air Pollution 
Monitoring station located at Woolnorth Point, 
Tasmania, as emissions will be rapidly dispersed 
and diluted by offshore winds. 

1136 4856 Claim EPA-Tas recommended that first strike 
response equipment be staged on 
King Island if drilling is undertaken in 
the central zone of T/49P by 
ConocoPhillips Australia. This is to 
minimize response time and ensure 
the airport can accommodate 
helicopters for delivery of response 
personnel. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-
positioning first strike response equipment on 
King Island to support rapid response, in the 
event that drilling is scheduled to occur within 
the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, 
adjacent to King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-
positioning first strike response equipment on King 
Island to support rapid response, in the event that 
drilling is scheduled to occur within the central 
zone of the T/49P Operational Area, adjacent to 
King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

1137 4856 Claim Relevant person highlighted that 
accommodating response personnel 
on the island could negatively impact 
tourism and related benefits, as it 
would limit available accommodations. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia evaluated the trade-offs 
of pre-installing temporary accommodation on 
King Island and identified that the costs 
associated with mobilising, installing and 
demobilising temporary accommodation for use 
by a limited number of personnel in the highly 
unlikely event of a spill during short-term 
exploration activities within the operational area 
adjacent to King Island, were grossly 
disproportionate to the benefit of guaranteed 
availability of accommodation. 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1138 4856 Claim Relevant person expressed a 
preference for temporary 
accommodation if drilling is confirmed 
in the central zone of T/49P. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia evaluated the trade-offs 
of pre-installing temporary accommodation on 
King Island and identified that the costs 
associated with mobilising, installing and 
demobilising temporary accommodation for use 
by a limited number of personnel in the highly 
unlikely event of a spill during short-term 
exploration activities within the operational area 
adjacent to King Island, were grossly 
disproportionate to the benefit of guaranteed 
availability of accommodation. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

772 3/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual Thanking for time on phone call and meeting invitation. Acknowledged individual as a relevant body to the 
program and stated plan to engage with them over the coming months.  
Attachment: 
• Information Sheet 2 

788 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1085 15/03/2023 Community Session Community drop-in session held at King Island.  Wednesday 15 March, 11.30-2.30 3-7pm. 
Members of the community were able to drop in at their convenience to discuss the project. 
King Island Shire Mayor attended a drop-in session on King Island to hear community concerns regarding ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed 
exploration program. Community members hadn't engaged directly with company representatives but protested outside. The council hadn't taken a 
stance yet, prioritising understanding project risks and impacts on fishing, agriculture, tourism, and the island's brand. The reopening Tungsten Mine 
was supported for its economic benefits. Housing and economic growth were discussed, alongside concerns about environmental risks, wind-borne 
emissions, and perceived lack of local benefits. Economic benefits from the project were debated, including potential local purchasing opportunities. 
The mayor emphasised the importance of the council-operated airport and aviation safety, aiming to attract larger operators. Consultation 
expectations included risk profiles, environmental safeguards, and community benefits, with a preference to avoid winter for engagement due to 
seasonal population changes.    

1163 11/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team Member called individual to arrange face-to-face meeting. Individual advised where their office is located 
and how to find it. Organised to meet when flying in the following week. 

1165 12/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from COP team member and copied to this COP recipient. Initial email sent to individual advising of travel plans and 
offering to meet up within the available window of time. 

1219 18/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing project update. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Consultant Hub Link provided. 
• Webinar details provided. 
 
Attachments: 
• Project Update May 23 attached. 

1304 17/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - King Island: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1366 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing attached draft meeting notes for perusal and confirmation or edits. 
1554 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual who wasn’t available. Receptionist confirmed both individuals have received the 

emails. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1689 31/01/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with letter of introduction that includes a request for a meeting. Stated COP team member will contact soon to 
arrange a convenient time and opened channels for incoming communication if there are questions or concerns. 

1733 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to offer available times for proposed meeting in person. Advised who would likely be in attendance 
representing COP. Requested response regarding suitability. 

1751 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual acknowledging previous correspondence and meeting time finalisation. Advised that some of their team 
members may visit the drop-in sessions to gauge constituent sentiments. 

1825 30/06/2023 Email OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual at an inconvenient time for them. Agreed to send email. 
1826 30/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual at an inconvenient time for them. Agreed to send email. 
1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 

 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

1847 3/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual sharing information. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of information provided: 
• COP team members will be local and available for some in-person consultation. 
• When team members will be available. 
• Two community information sessions will be hosted and who with. 
• Requested a response to advise if interested in a briefing and what available time they would like. 

1976 5/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member attempted a call that wasn’t answered. Message was left. 
2097 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member spoke with receptionist. 

• Individual unavailable. 
• Advised and agreed to follow up with email. 

2098 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as am introduction before possible in-person meeting. Advised available times and requested feedback as to 
suitability.  

2197 7/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called relevant person to check ‘sufficient information’ and preferred ongoing consultation.  
Individual commented: 
• Currently in NZ for personal reasons returning to KI in October. 
• Internet unreliable. 
• Discussion: Will EP address Stage 3 emissions? If not, entire process laughable. You cannot hide the fact that [gas exploration] will create excessive 
emissions. Planned activity will drive fossil fuel emissions. EP will be divorced from what will happen. 
• Wants to lodge an objection. 

2343 11/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called individual to follow up on recent communication. Was advised: 
• Individual was acting in the role at previous meeting. 
• Actual person for this meeting is currently away. 
• Would follow-up to see if a Friday face-to-face was possible. 
• Flagged that a zoom / teams meeting might work best. 

2418 24/03/2023 Meeting - In-person IN PERSON MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program  
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Overview of agenda, COP globally and SPIRIT values, exploration drilling plans and timeframes. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Timeframe discussed. 
• Safety of capped wells. 
• Possible use of helicopters to support the program. 
• Importance of Clean Air. 
• Duration of drill rig in area. 
• Approvals process for ongoing drilling. 
• Intent of consultation. 
• Recommendations for community consultation timeframes and methods. 
 
Key Actions 
• COP to send relevant EP chapters, key milestone briefings and notifications. 

2419 30/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to show appreciation for hosting meeting. Attached minutes and advised regulatory requirements to include 
them in the EP. Requested these be reviewed for possible edits requirements. 

2485 3/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called individual and spoke about the program. Individual requested information be sent to 
them. Individual proposed meeting with relevant parties which was accepted with view to schedule soon. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2486 14/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual informing chosen times for meeting are not conducive and offering alternatives. Link provided for 
information about a visit from federal dignitary occurring on a Public Holiday on the island.  

2487 16/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual informing chosen times for meeting are not conducive and offering alternatives. Link provided for 
information about a visit from federal dignitary occurring on a Public Holiday on the island.  

2488 17/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual finalising a time and date for the in-person meeting. 
2489 17/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual offering to conduct a Town Hall with interested member of the public later the same day as previously 

discussed meeting. 
2490 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual appreciating finalisation of meeting appointment.  

Key discuss points: 
• Townhall suggestion appreciated as experience proves valuable outcomes from drop-in sessions. 
• Advised attendance on the island from week of 13 March to conduct drop-in sessions. Advertising to come early March. 
• Our meeting the following week raise discussion based on community interests/concerns. 
• Online Hub link shared. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2767 2/08/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Webinar Registration 

INCOMING SURVEY: individual completed Webinar Registration Survey via Social Pinpoint on 17/05/2023. 
• Individual registered their contact details. 
• Individual opted to receive updates via email and register for future webinars.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3316 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation 
carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to 
be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be 
recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that 
would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could 
shed light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3880 3/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in appreciation of participation in information session meeting. Attached draft meeting notes for perusal and 
mark-up if alterations requested and advised further contact soon to address any remaining feedback, objections or claims regarding the EP. 

3903 11/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising COP team members visiting area and when. Offered to conduct a separate briefing for individual and 
their team members if interested. 

4014 29/09/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING with individuals regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program  
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Provided overview of proposed activity as per the slide deck (attached):  
v Overview of project and planned activities.  
v Overview of narrowing and refinement of operating area.  
v Provision of full draft Environment Plan content prior to submission to NOPSEMA. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Provided an overview of what we have heard from King Island during consultation. 
• Provided an overview of the environmental values and sensitivities identified and learned about. 
• Provided an overview of the Environmental Performance Outcomes developed for the activity. 
• Individual advised they had undertaken to review the draft EP and listed concerns. 
• Provided overview of chapter 3 – the consultation chapter. 
• How drilling in the seabed is done in a manner that’s secure and stable. 
• Feedback on the individual’s brand beyond tourism impacts queried. Requested COP to assess impacts to ‘brand’ specifically. 

4217 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to EP feedback. 
 
Attachments: 
• Official Letter of Response. 
• Draft meeting notes. 
• Draft Environment Plan. 
 
Encouraged to contact if individual wishes to discuss any information further. 

4224 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims with attached Letter of Official Response. 
4331 26/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to share information. 

 
Key discussion points: 
• COP Team members would be back for consultation and when.  
• COP Team offering to provide briefing to individual’s team. 
• What times were available for briefing. 
• Will be hosting two community information sessions this visit and who with. 
 
Requested response if briefing would be acceptable and what time. 

4332 26/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in appreciation of update and apologies for missing visit. Advised on leave and notified when back at work. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4366 12/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual sharing information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Upcoming Townhall.  
• Overseer of EP part of team visiting for this and would appreciate a meeting if time is available. Alternatively, a teleconference can be arranged for 
a suitable time. 
• Requested to call if any queries or request for further information. 
 
Attachments: 
• Townhall flyer 

4367 12/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to previous correspondence advising of leave plans and giving alternative contact. 
4368 12/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking for prompt response and adding in another team member to the communication chain so they can 

liaise and organise a meeting time. 
4370 17/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting an allocated time to meet and advised of a third party who would attend the meeting. 
4371 17/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to agree to meeting time. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4583 31/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to previous correspondence and expressed appreciation for meeting in person expressed. Draft 
minutes were agreed to without edit. 

4608 27/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in appreciation of previous correspondence and seeking clarification regarding an item in the response. 
4630 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual addressing the request for clarification regarding an item of response. COP team member explained options 

available, key requirements needing to be met and how the COP team derived at their outcome.  
4641 14/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising planning stage has begun for next visit to the island. Key Discussion Points: 

• Feedback from previous visit taken onboard. 
• Townhall style meeting with a presentation and the Q&A. 
• Planning timeframe given and day/time for session feedback requested. 
• Thinking of having either recorded or live streamed. 

4642 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment 
and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment 
and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4856 18/05/2023 Meeting - In-person IN PERSON MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program  
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Overview of proposed exploration activities. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Requirements for emergency response preparedness. 
• Other considerations for preparedness. 
• Accommodation discussed as tourism impact not optimal. 
• Range of activities proposed and opportunities to reduce consultation fatigue. 
 
Key Actions 
• COP talk to named person and request contact details for Jigs to support ground truthing. 
• COP to identify resources and potential staging area, and review feasibility of temporary accommodation. 
• COP to talk to TGS about options for co-consultation. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4912 4/01/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member spoke to individual who confirmed confidentiality preference for EP publishing. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5479 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation and public comment.  
 
Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through 
consultation, and the maturation of subsurface data.   
 
Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
 
Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have 
been updated.  
 
Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
 
Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
 
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



King Island Landcare Group – ORG ID 073 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 King Island Landcare Group was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 King Island Landcare Group was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 King Island Landcare Group is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): King Island Landcare Group is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. King Island Landcare Group are a non-profit organisation that promotes co-ordinated and integrated management of natural 
resources, which will contribute to the economic and environmental sustainability of King Island. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided King Island Landcare Group with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. King Island Landcare Group engaged but did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims that required Environment Plan updates.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on King Island Landcare Group’s preferred method of consultation. King Island Landcare Group registered their contact details, provided information regarding their 
functions, interests and activities and opted in to receive project update correspondence via Social Pinpoint registration (Event ID(s) 1609; 1219). ConocoPhillips Australia extended an offer for a face-to-face 
meeting (Event ID 1172) and engaged with King Island Landcare Group via email, telephone and campaign email correspondence. King Island Landcare Group requested that ConocoPhillips Australia lodge their 
objection on their behalf due to extenuating circumstances (Event ID 2197) and ConocoPhillips Australia provided wording for agreement (Event ID 2198). ConocoPhillips Australia later provided a formal written 
response to King Island Landcare Group’s objections and claims (Event ID 3373). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update correspondence via campaign emails, and responses to questions 
received from King Island Landcare Group following receipt of the Southern Right Whale information sheet (Event IDs 6319, 6329).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to King Island Landcare Group to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 12 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1172). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1172). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1172). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1172). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
King Island Landcare Group received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 181 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Landcare Group between 12 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 27 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Landcare Group to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, King Island Landcare Group raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

79 2198, 2197, 3373 Claim; Not within 
scope of the 
adverse effects of 
the proposed 
activity 

Relevant person provided 
feedback that ConocoPhillips 
Australia has failed to consider 
the impact of stage 3 emissions 
associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
Relevant person stated that the 
EP will be separate from the 
activity as the drilling will drive 
up fossil fuel emissions. 

Low – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-
7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is an exploration drilling program and is not 
proposing the installation of any permanent operating infrastructure that will deliver 
energy that will create scope 3 emissions. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of emissions generated as 
part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the 
operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that 
hydrocarbons are discovered.  
 
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-03/A653855.pdf  

NIL 



 
This document explains the staged approach taken to offshore developments, whereby 
the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. ConocoPhillips Australia is at the 
'Drilling' stage. Depending on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to 
the 'Design' stage whereby we would undertake detailed design work to make an 
informed decision on whether or not to proceed into development and production. 
Prior to proceeding into development and production we are required to prepare and 
submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the 
environmental acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will 
include a detailed assessment of potential environmental impacts and risks arising 
from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. 

 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1172 12/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following the phone call on the same day. Team member expressed interest in meeting with organisation. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
 
• Provided an overview of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• To introduce relevant team members to the individual in person.  
• Seek the individual’s advice about the local environmental values and sensitivities. 
• Provide an opportunity for both parties to raise questions. 
 
Team shared link to project website and suggested two possible days for the meeting to occur. 

1210 15/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Registered 
for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Stay Connected survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Opted in to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

1609 15/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Described their organisation functions, interests and activities. 
• Individual organisation particular interest is protection of local coast and marine resources. 
• Wanted to proceed with the consultation process concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Agreed with the information provided to be shared publicly. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
• It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2197 7/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called relevant person to check ‘sufficient information’ and preferred ongoing 
consultation.  
Individual commented: 
• Currently in NZ for personal reasons returning to KI in October. 
• Internet unreliable. 
• Discussion: Will EP address Stage 3 emissions? If not, entire process laughable. You cannot hide the fact that [gas exploration] will create 
excessive emissions. Planned activity will drive fossil fuel emissions. EP will be divorced from what will happen. 
• Wants to lodge an objection. 

2198 7/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a discussion that morning.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
 
• Preparation to lodge an objection on behalf of the individual. 
• Requested confirmation of the wording of the objection and claim. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3373 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised. COP team have addressed objections/ claims.  
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3992 17/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 12/5/2023.  
 
Summary of information received:  
• Individual confirmed that they would attend the meeting. 
• Individual queried if the meeting was formal or informal in nature. 
• Individual advised that they not require dinner. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity.  
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  29/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

6319 4/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with questions about the information sheet on Southern Right Whales. Questions included: 
- Who are the international underwater sound experts and are there peer assessed references for them and the information provided? 
- How far can whales be detected using the methods described in the information sheet? 

6329 10/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to questions about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Provided information including: 
  
- The sound modelling reports are produced by JASCO Applied Sciences. 
- The detection methods for whales include vessel surveys, passive acoustic monitoring, and aerial surveys. 
- The purpose of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program is to find natural gas to meet Victoria and other states' gas demand over the 
coming decades while Australia transitions to renewable energy sources. 
- Organisation provided links to JASCO Applied Sciences and NOPSEMA's website for further information. 

 



Department of Energy and Mining SA – ORG ID 74 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Department of Energy and Mining SA was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Department of Energy and Mining SA was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Department of Energy and Mining SA is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Energy and Mining SA is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department of Energy and Mining SA is responsible for onshore extractive and energy industries in South Australia. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided a reasonable opportunity for Department of Energy and Mining SA to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Department of Energy and Mining SA did not 
seek to consult as a relevant person and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Department of Energy and Mining SA on preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 2815; 2814) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia received an automated response from Department of Energy and Mining SA to confirm receipt of 
correspondence (Event ID 2783) but did not receive any further direct communication from Department of Energy and Mining SA.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Department of Energy and Mining SA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 July 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Information Sheets 2, 7, 10 - Event ID 2625, 2814, 2815). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (COP Project Overview; Other Marine and Coastal Users - Event IDs 2814, 2815). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the consultation and regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2814; 2815). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2814). 
 Direction to consultation survey and interactive map, with feedback able to be submitted (Event ID 2625) 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2814). 
 Formal Letter asking to return correspondence by 31/8/2023 if they wished to be consulted and - sharing link and QR code to consultation hub (Event ID 2814). 
 Activity website with document library including PEIRA and NOPSEMA consultation brochure (Event ID: 2814) 
 Informed that they may request information provided in the consultation not be published and that information subject to such a request will not be published in the EP, on 24 August 2023 (Event ID 3050).  
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2814). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 2814). 
 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
Department of Energy and Mining SA received initial engagement about the activity in July 2023, 105 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Department of Energy and Mining SA between 27 July 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 28 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Department of Energy and Mining SA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Department of Energy and Mining SA raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2783 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2814 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding COP's EP. 

 
Summary of information provided: 
• Shared previous correspondence from COP. 
• Shared contact details to arrange a meeting or get further questions or information. 
• Highlighted the importance of consultation in the development of the EP. 
• Provided definition of ‘Relevant persons’. 
• Noted how all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA, unless otherwise specified by individual. 
 
Attached: 
• Formal Letter asking to return correspondence by 31/8/2023 if they wanted to be consulted and sharing link and QR code to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2815 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual regarding COP's EP. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Shared previous correspondence from CoP. 
• Shared contact details to arrange a meeting or get further questions or information. 
• Highlighted the importance of consultation in the development of the EP. 
• Provided definition of ‘Relevant persons’. 
• Noted how all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA, unless otherwise specified by individual. 
 
Attached: 
• Formal Letter requesting to return correspondence by 31/8/2023 if they wish to be consulted and providing a QR code to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council – ORG ID 75 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council was created in May 2007 as part of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. Council appoints 
Registered Aboriginal Parties to manage and protect Cultural Heritage on their country. Eleven Traditional Owners, chosen by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, form the Council. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council resulted in meaningful outcomes for the proposed Environment Plan, with measures included to address information 
received and objections and claims regarding the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia addressed the objections and claims and 
made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including updated information provided in EP regarding seabed disturbance. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council’s preferred method of communication. Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia and 
advised that another Organisation should be consulted, recommending targeted consultation (Event ID 2839; 2887). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625) 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council on 27 July 2023 with the link to consultation hub. 



 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the 
assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  Company Response 

1361 2887 Relevant person suggested making 
contact with the Registered Aboriginal 
Party (RAP) for the area, which is the 
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, as 
they are the primary source of advice and 
knowledge on matters in their area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID: 3069 24/08/2023) confirmed that the relevant Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) in the area -  
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, should be  the primary source of advice and knowledge on matters in their area. The 
information shaped ongoing consultation with First Nations people. This RAP had ongoing contact initiated on 27/07/2023 Event 
ID 2625. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1068 2818 Objection Relevant person suggested the 
engagement of a maritime 
archaeologist and other 
specialists to assess and manage 
the potential impact of the 
proposed drilling on underwater 
cultural heritage. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a Maritime 
Archaeologist to review the information provided in the 
EP (now EP Section 4.9, see EP Appendix O) and 
updated this section in response to their feedback. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has also contracted Extent 
Heritage to work with geologists to develop the 
information included in EP Section 4.8 on underwater 
cultural heritage. 

Updated information provided in EP Section 4.8 
and 4.9 and carried through to EP Section 6.3 
regarding seabed disturbance. 



 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

6279 9/08/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 75 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 2818): Original sender was not ID 75. Incoming email was sent by 
another relevant person (ORG ID 35) who noted: 
- Heritage Victoria roles and functions stated. 
- Proposed drilling risks highlighted. 
- Advised to engage a qualified maritime archaeologist along with any other required specialists to undertake impact assessment and management plan for 
underwater cultural heritage. This should be included in EP. 
- Individual welcomed a meeting to discuss further. 
- Other relevant parties were copied into email thread. 

2836 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member attempted contact without call being answered. 
2839 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called organisation and left message. Individual called back.  

• Confirmed that they’re receiving ‘generic’ emails.  
• Advised that another org should be consulted and recommended targeted consultation.  
• COP employee explained what we’ve done to date and individual said ‘sounds like it’s targeted…I can’t recommend anything else’.  
• COP employee explained blockage with another organisation and stakeholder reiterated targeted consultation.  
• COP employee mentioned registered letter to CEO and telephone calls, SMS and emails.  
• Individual said she can’t suggest anything else – “It’s up to the individual RAPs whether or not they choose to engage at this point in time”.  
• Individual also said “You’re dealing with the right touch points.  
• COP employee probed any other contacts and individual provided name and mobile number for regional heritage contact. 

2841 10/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual related to multiple organisations with summary of telephone conversation. Requested feedback if there are any inaccuracies. 
Thanked for response and advice. Informed they would be kept informed as a relevant person. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3398 13/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals acknowledging their request that meeting notes be classified as sensitive information. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  



• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Warrnambool City Council – ORG ID 76 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Warrnambool City Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Warrnambool City Council was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Warrnambool City Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Warrnambool City Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Warrnambool City Council is a Local Council located within planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Warrnambool City Council provided Warrnambool City Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple 
attempts of contact were made. Warrnambool City Council did not seek to consult as a relevant person.   
 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Warrnambool City Council on preferred method of communication. ConocoPhillips Australia received automated replies acknowledging receipt of correspondence 
(Event IDs 96 and 3336). However, ConocoPhillips did not receive any substantial response from Warrnambool City Council during consultation.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 115).  

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Warrnambool City Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 115). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 115; 116). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Warrnambool City Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Warrnambool City Council between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Warrnambool City Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Warrnambool City Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

96 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

115 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

116 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

959 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 
the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm.  
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program.  
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend.  
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2618 27/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual as a potentially relevant person regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program: 
• Individual interested in receiving project information and organizing consultations. 
• Team member acknowledged interest and committed to sending project information and consultation availability through email. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2639 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following phone conversation of 27/7/2023.  
 
Summary of Information provided: 
• Shared that consultation period had been extended to include the month of August. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Reminded that option to opt-out from being a relevant person was possible, as opt-in again at any time. 
 
Attached: 
• Original Letter sent on 27/2/2023. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3336 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Mornington Peninsula Shire – ORG ID 77 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Mornington Peninsula Shire was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Mornington Peninsula Shire was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Mornington Peninsula Shire is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Mornington Peninsula Shire is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Mornington Peninsula Shire is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Mornington Peninsular Shire with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Mornington Peninsular Shire engaged but did not 
seek to consult as a relevant person. Mornington Peninsular Shire did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Mornington Peninsular Shire’s preferred method of consultation. Mornington Peninsular Shire stated they did not consider the project to have an overall direct effect 
and requested to receive all information about the project. (Event ID 2628). Further information was sent as requested (Event 2745) and Mornington Peninsular Shire communicated back and forth to determine a 
convenient time and date to conduct a virtual meeting (Event ID’s 2746, 2798, 2797, 4346). The virtual meeting was conducted on 18 August 2023 (Event 2978). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2744).  
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Mornington Peninsular Shire to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 6 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Mornington Peninsular Shire received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 248 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Mornington Peninsular Shire between 6 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 94 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Mornington Peninsular Shire to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Mornington Peninsular Shire raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2744 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

562 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

564 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

932 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2620 27/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 27/07/23 but advised that appropriate representative was unavailable. 
• Stated that appropriate representative would call when available.  
• Provided new email address for direct contact with representative.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2628 28/07/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: from individual on 28/07/23 requesting more information regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Project. 
• Noted that organisation has been receiving information about the proposed project. 
• Explained that the organisation did not consider the project to have any direct impact, however, requested more information.  
COP team member offered a briefing about the Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment and modelling of worst-case scenarios, including highly unlikely event of a LOWC, 
was offered, and accepted. Also sent email to confirm offer of briefing.  

2745 28/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding organisation's interest in COP's EP and further updates. Team acknowledged their interest in learning more about the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• COP project team willing to brief the organisation on the activities proposed in their Draft Environment Plan, including the Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment, to 
provide specific information about the modelling of worst-case scenarios such as the highly unlikely loss of well control. 
• Request for the organisation to suggest a couple of options for a one-hour timeslot for the meeting. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

2746 4/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 28/07/2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual thanked COP team for provided information. 
• Individual provided multiple dates and times for a meeting regarding COP’s EP. 

2798 4/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 28/07/2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual thanked COP team for provided information. 
• Individual provided multiple dates and times for a meeting regarding COP’s EP. 

2790 8/08/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual to follow up receipt of email sent on 28/07/23 regarding briefing for organisation. 
• Asked if relevant person is interested in a briefing about the emergency response plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
COP team member noted that they could arrange a briefing in a time that suites them best and awaits further response.  

2797 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to email of 4/8/2023. Team apologized for overlooking the previous email.  
 
Summary of Information provided: 
• Proposed to set the meeting time for Friday 18 August from 2-3pm. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• An intention to send a Teams invitation to schedule the meeting. 
• A request for confirmation if the proposed time is not suitable. 

4346 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to email of 4/8/2023. Team apologized for overlooking the previous email.  
 
Summary of Information provided: 
• Proposed to set the meeting time for Friday 18 August from 2-3pm. 
• An intention to send a Teams invitation to schedule the meeting. 
• A request for confirmation if the proposed time is not suitable. 

2978 18/08/2023 Meeting – 
Virtual 

IN PERSON MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Addendum of all information requested to be provided in key actions. 
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Overview of COP, Exploration Drilling Program and consultation process and feedback received. 
• Overview of EP impact and risk assessment. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Incident Scenarios assessed. 
• Advised of impact likelihood and offered to ‘opt out’ and stay informed. Response received was that review would occur and then they would respond. 
• Feedback publication can be opted out on, but it still must be provided to NOPSEMA. 
• Parties ensured that information shared was reaching the destination and confirmation was received that it is. 
 
Key Actions 
• COP to provide copy of NOPSEMA consultation brochure with meeting notes. 
• COP to provide information on likelihood of an event occurring and specific data. 
• COP to share draft minutes from meeting for review and amendment along with PDF coy of slides (shared as commercial in-confidence) 

2976 20/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following the briefing on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program held on 18/8/2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Draft meeting notes for review and amendment. 
• Presentation slides in PDF format. 
• COP offered to provide further information if required in the future. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Requested confirmation that the meeting notes are accurate. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3331 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a 
result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Circular Head Council – ORG ID 078 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Circular Head Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Circular Head Council was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Circular Head Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Circular Head Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. Circular Head Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Circular Head Council provided the Council a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time and resulted in meaningful 
engagement. Circular Head Council provided two claims but no assertions or concerns, information, or objections. COPA provided a response to both claims – which related to climate change impacts and the risk of 
loss of well control. The responses are outlined below. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Circular Head Council’s preferred methods of consultation (Event ID 2650). Circular Head Council confirmed they had perused the documentation provided and 
expressed an interest in further discussion (Event ID 2719). Meeting details were discussed (Event ID’s 2720, 2802, 2801, 2796, 2800, 2792, 2795) before the meeting was conducted on 14 August 2023 (Event 3258). 
Circular Head Council also attended a webinar hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia in March 2024 (Event ID 5239). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided project updates to Circular Head 
Council via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 791). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Circular Head Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 791). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 791). 
 Provided information on upcoming information session and webinar (Event ID’s 1414; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414; 3258). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Circular Head Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 203 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Circular Head Council between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 99 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Circular Head Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Circular Head Council raised 2 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1085 3258 Claim Relevant person mentioned that 
the current impacts of climate 
change are causing erosion and 
other indirect effects. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts associated with climate change are assessed in EP Section 6.5.4, 
including physical environment changes. Climate change has been 
demonstrated to result in changes in the frequency and intensity of extreme 
weather events such as droughts, floods, heatwaves, storms and fire, 
impacting ecosystem’s composition, resilience, and function (IPCC 2022). 
Although emissions of GHG such as carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) 
and nitrous oxide (N2O) during the activity will add to the GHG load in the 
atmosphere, they represent an insignificant contribution on a global scale 
and are not expected to have determinable impacts. Consequently, no 
changes were made to the EP in response to this claim. 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1210 5239 Claim Relevant person highlighted that 
well blowouts are not 
uncommon, with eight instances 
recorded between 2014 and 
2021. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of Well Control (LOWC) 
can mean simply the failure of one barrier in the control process but there 
are typically multiple barriers that subsequently kick in should any primary 
barrier fail. So, a LOWC can still occur and would still be reported to 
NOPSEMA, but a LOWC does not equate to a 'well blowout' and the 
subsequent release of any hydrocarbons to the environment. It's a really 
important distinction to make between a LOWC and a 'well blowout'. 
Further, as described in EP Section 7.7.5, an assessment of historical LOWC 
incidents was undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory 
(2019). This provided an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration 
drilling that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous 
incidents. The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-
4 per well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may occur, 
which corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Unlikely (L2). 

N/A 

 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

791 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1723 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1729 10/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation in response to email of 9/2/2023. 

 
Summary of information provided: 
• Previous correspondence has been forwarded on to relevant parties. 
• Previous contact is no longer relevant as a contact. 
• Individual has provided alternate contact for future correspondence.  

1531 20/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1537 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

•  Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2623 27/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called to discuss program with individual. Informed appropriate person for discussion was in a meeting and 
requested to be calling COP team member back. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2650 31/07/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual to discuss proposed activity and consultation. Individual advised they would go back and review correspondence and 
advise on ongoing consultation. 

2719 2/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual introducing themselves as the new member of an organisation.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual expressed interest in discussing the assessment and management of the EP. 
• Individual wished to discuss the potential risks to the region. 
• Provided updated their contact information for further communication. 

2720 2/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email received that day.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP offered to organise a 1h Teams meeting to start providing the individual a high-level overview of the proposed activity, environmental impact and risk 
assessments. 
• Alternatively, COP team member advised they can arrange a phone call for a more concise overview. 
 
Requested the individual to state their preference and availability. 

2802 3/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual replying to email of previous day. Individual has accepted the team’s offer for a one-hour briefing and shared two possible time 
slots. 

2801 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email from 3/8/2023. 
Team member sincerely apologized for the late reply and asked for new availability slot for the proposed meeting. 

2796 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with Microsoft Team Meeting invitation. 
2800 8/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email received the same day. Individual shared new available times for suggested meeting. 
2792 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day. Team chose time for meeting and asked for final confirmation before sending invitation. 
2795 8/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual in relation to email exchange of the same day. Individual confirming meeting time and thanked team. 
3258 14/08/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 
VIRTUAL MEETING: With individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program  
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Overview of: 
• COP. 
• COP Australia permits, historic activities and other projects. 
• Proposed Activity 
• Relevant Persons Consultation Process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Consultation in Tasmania to-date, and consultation hub. 
• EP area. 
• Feedback received from consultation. 
• Desktop analysis to understand the existing environment. 
• Loss of well control scenario modelling in permit area T/49P. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• How aspects of the activity interact with the existing environment. 
• Sharing draft EP prior to submission to NOPSEMA 
• Next steps. 
• Advised individual would appreciate being consulted moving forward and to review existing documentation. 
• Climate change impacts. 
• Discussed chapters individual would like to discuss – LOWC, Spill response activities and Fisheries related chapters. 
 
Key Actions 
• COP agreed to send Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment and additional information along with draft meeting notes. 
• COP will advise council when Draft EP available. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3417 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Auto reply acknowledging receipt of email  
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
• Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
• Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
• Overview of public comment and what was heard 
• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 
Next steps 
Participant led questions and answers 
 
The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 079 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Batemans Bay Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the creation 
of an economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land 
Council engaged and provided information.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council preferred method of communication. Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council chose to opt out of the formal 
consultation process but expressed a desire to stay informed (Event ID 2914). ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged the request to opt out (Event ID 2917) and continued to provide project updates to Batemans 
Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council (Event ID’s 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1936). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1936). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1936, 2625) 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 1936, 2625) 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID’s 1936, 2625) 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1936). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1936, 2625) 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID’s 1936, 2625) 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID’s 1936, 2625) 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



   
  

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the 
EP 

1363 2914 Relevant person acknowledged the potential impact in the unlikely event of a LOWC 
or similar risk. They chose to opt out of the formal consultation process but 
expressed a desire to stay informed. They will communicate this decision via email. 

Information around the nature of potential risks to this region, was included in EP Section 
4.8.2.6.  

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology  EP Section  3.6)
Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council between  4 July  2023 and  27 July  2023 (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1936 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation on 04/06/2023 advising that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting 
participation in consultation for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Stated that consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment. Also provided the definition of a relevant person.  
• Affirmed that the organisation has been contacted as their functions, interests, and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program.  
Provided a link to the consultation hub and attached the following information sheets: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Project) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provide contact details.  
Noted that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2411 11/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 04/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2903 14/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to speak with CEO regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Call was unanswered. 
• COP team member left voice message and contact details.  
• Voice message explained the call was to follow up receipt of registered letter sent 4/6/23.  
• Provided mobile number and asked organisation to return the call. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Send follow up email with more detail.  

2902 14/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual representing organisation following a failed phone call attempt that same day. The team: 
• Asked if the registered letter was received. 
• Checked if there was sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the draft Environment Plan (EP) chapters. 
• Advised of the opportunity to seek more information or provide objections or claims about the proposed activities in the EP. 
• Highlighted that any feedback provided would not be published if requested. 
• Shared that the organisation could opt out of the consultation process at any time but would need this advice in writing. 
• Asked individual to return phone call to discuss the progress of the EP, to confirm that sufficient information was shared and to agree on the organisation’s 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

preferences for consultation going forward. 
The following documents were attached to provide background: 
• Original Letter dated 4 July 2023 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2914 15/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From individual in response to follow up email and call enquiring about receipt of registered letter sent 4/6/23.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Individual - 
• Advised that the organisation chose to opt out of the formal consultation process,  
• Requested to be informed.  
 
Key Actions: 
• Individual to confirm the advice via email.  
• COP to facilitate ongoing information through another organisation. 

2915 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of organisation. Individual replied to email of 14 August 2023, stating that: 
• They would like to be kept updated on the exploration program. 
• They do not wish to be part of the consultation process. 

2917 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual representing organisation. Team replied to email received that same day, thanking and acknowledging individual's advice to opt out. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 080 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Bega Local Aboriginal Land is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council. Functions include the creation of an economic base for 
the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1937; 2859), telephone call (Event ID 2904) 
and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1937). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology, EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1937). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID(s) 1937; 2625) 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID(s) 1937; 2625) 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID(s) 1937; 2625) 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1937). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID(s) 1937; 2625) 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID(s) 1937; 2625) 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology, EP Section 3.6) 
Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council received initial engagement about the activity in July 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council between 4 July 2023 and 27 July (over a period of 23 days).  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that  consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until  03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of
the activity on their  functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1937 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: to CEO advising that organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation in consultation 
regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Stated that consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment. Also provided the definition of a relevant person.  
• Affirmed that the organisation has been contacted as their functions, interests, and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program.  
Provided a link to the consultation hub and attached the following information sheets: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Project) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provide contact details.  
Noted that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2859 20/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 04/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2904 14/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to check receipt of registered letter sent on 4 July 2023 and verified by Aust. Post as delivered on 20 July 2023.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
COP explained: 
- Follow-up call to check receipt of registered letter. 
Receptionist: 
.    Advised individual COP wished to speak with was on another call.  
.    Indicated they didn’t think registered letter had been received. 
.    Requested that copy of registered letter be re-sent via email. 
 
Key Actions:  
.    COP to resend copy of letter via email.  

2905 14/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following conversation with receptionist who requested registered letter from COP be resent via email. Email cover note addressed to 
individual sought confirmation that organisation has sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the draft Environment Plan chapters that will be 
released for review in the coming weeks, prior to submission to the regulator for assessment. Attachments also included latest project update (June 2023) and the 
NOPSEMA brochure about consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2946 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual replying to outgoing email with attached letter sent by COP the day prior.  
- Individual advised that the letter would be sent to Board members to ask them how they may wish to be consulted.  
- Individual said he'd respond as soon as Board members provide advice. 

3009 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP thanked individual for advice that they will respond as soon as they hear back from Board members and added that we [OEDP team] are 
looking forward to hearing from [you] individual. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 081 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions that include the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council’s feedback for consultation regarding the Environment Plan (EP). ConocoPhillips Australia communicated by registered letter 
(Event ID(s) 1938; 2336) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288) but did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1938). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 4 July 2023:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1938). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1938). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1938).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1938). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1938). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1938). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1938). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1938). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1938) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



 
   

  
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology,  Section  3.6)
Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4  July  2023.

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,  control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1938 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation in 
consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to the title 
areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2336 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 082 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions that include the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1939; 2526; 2525; 2889), email (Event 
ID 3855) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to 
any communication methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1939; 2525). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1939; 2525). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1939; 2525; 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1939; 2525; 2625). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1939; 2525; 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1939; 2525). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1939; 2525; 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1939; 2525; 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1939; 2525; 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1939) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 
 

   
  

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology  EP  Section  3.6)
Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4 July  2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
  



 

Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1939 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant 
organisation inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed 
area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak 
for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2525 21/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant 
organisation inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed 
area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak 
for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2526 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post Verified as return to sender left address/unknown. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2889 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 21/07/2023 via Australia Post Verified as Left This Address Returned To Sender. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3855 1/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing organisation advising that: 
• Team had tried to make contact since 20 July 2023 via registered mail and emails with no success. 
• Team was now contacting individual because from a web search it would appear they might be the relevant person to refer to. 
• Requested to be contacted if they had any queries or need more information. 
Team shared the following attachments to provide background: 
• Original Letter dated 20 July 2023 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
• Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
• Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public 
comment and the EP assessment commences.  
• Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
• Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
• Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
• Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public 
comment and the EP assessment commences.  
• Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
• Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Contact and registration details were provided. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the 
feedback. 
• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
• Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the 
feedback. 
• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
• Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 083 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council submits land claims, promotes enterprise for the local Aboriginal community, gives information to local 
communities about Aboriginal issues and provides Aboriginal housing and Aboriginal site recordings. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council 
engaged through a public comment submission but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID 1940), email (Event ID 5128) and campaign 
email (Event IDs 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council chose to solely communicate with ConocoPhillips Australia through public comment. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1940). 
 
Public comment period 
Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 
2023 (Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. 
An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could 
access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 public comment submission from Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council, with 25 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment 
Submission’ table below (Event ID 4940). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 4 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1940). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1940). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1940). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1940).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1940). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1940). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1940). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1940). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1940). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1940) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 



    
    

 
 

    
 

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 

 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process,  indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and  related timing,  and the environmental assessment process.
 Further details on the  Otway  Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia  received  0  information(s) from  the  RP.

Reasonable Period  (Methodology  Section  3.6)
Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023, 128 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council  on 27 July 2023.

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices 
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.



Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

496 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"The proposal to conduct test drilling for gas 
exploration in our oceans between Tasmania and 
Victoria will cause direct harm to ocean ecosystems, 
marine life and exacerbate climate change.  
" 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts, and their mitigation, associated with the Otway 
Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway 
Exploration Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be 
required to influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other 
than short-term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 
(Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define 
the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established based on 
relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information 
gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously 
defined acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP 
demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP 
meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above. As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

497 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The proposed 6 test drilling wells, and associated 
vertical seismic blasting at each well, are stepping 
stones to fossil gas extraction. Such plans are 
incompatible with global efforts to limit warming to 
1.5oC. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the concerns about the future potential for natural gas 
extraction to be of low merit. ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as 
part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf (nopsema.gov.au). This 
document explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, whereby the impacts and risks of each 
stage are assessed. ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 'Drilling' stage and may not find commercially 
viable quantities of gas. Depending on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, 
whereby we would undertake detailed design work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed 
into development and production. Prior to proceeding into development and production, we are required to 
prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the environmental 
acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed greenhouse gas inventory 
across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of potential environmental 
impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, and further consultation with 
relevant persons and a public comment period.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

498 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The EP submitted to NOPSEMA by ConocoPhillips is 
lacking in sufficient detail on the locations of the 6 
proposed test drilling locations, and associated vessel 
movements in state and commonwealth waters. As a 
result this EP fails to provide adequate details of the 
risks and mitigation measures for impacts on noted 
endangered species, such as blue and southern right 
whales in the area, in a way that fulfils the ability to 
understand if risks have been mitigated to As Low As 
Reasonably Practicable (ALARP) requirements. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding undefined drilling locations and vessel movements 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 
 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken 
to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur 
anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum tittles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that 
this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. The precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case 
impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable 
levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 
proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and 
temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling 
locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search 
within a sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the 
assessment process assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that 
results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas 
(BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation measures being applied at any location 
regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with 
sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
Regarding oil spill modelling, as described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil 
spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to 
conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within 
the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for drilling in any location within the Operational 
Areas.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states 
ConocoPhillips Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number 
of wells for which approval is being sought under this EP.  
As also explained in EP Section 1.4, vessels transiting to or from the operational areas are operating under the 
Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012 and are not performing a petroleum activity whilst outside the operational 
areas. Impacts and risks associated with vessels operating within the Commonwealth waters of the operational 
areas are assessed throughout the EP, for example, EP Section 6.9 (Planned Operational Discharges) and 7.4 
(Interactions with Marine Fauna). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

499 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

Not having detailed information on where the gas 
drilling sites will be located, and the specific type of drill 
rig to be used, and its ability to rapidly deploy 
mitigation measures in the event of a Loss of Wellhead 
Control, should result in this EP being refused. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the drilling sites and type of rig in relation to extremely 
unlikely spill events to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information 
provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risk. 
 
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – 
for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water 
depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, the analysis of risk and response plans, which 
are based on modelled outcomes, are considered appropriate for all possible drilling locations within the 
operational areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on the response strategies to be implemented in the extremely 
unlikely event of a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the primary response plan, the Oil Spill 
Emergency Plan (OPEP), is included in EP Appendix I. 
Details on the type of drill rig proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are included in EP Chapter 2, 
specifically Table 2-5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean Equinox)). Further, 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided confirmation of the selected rig in the August 2023 Project Update, emailed to 
relevant persons and made publicly available on the consultation hub. 
Detailed information on spill response activities is provided in EP Section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

500 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"The EP fails to provide sufficient details on what 
measures will be taken to avoid harming marine life, 
and enforceable measures to ensure that the key 
ecological features and threatened species in these 
areas will not be harmed. 
" 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the measures that will be taken to avoid harming marine life 
and key ecological features to be of high merit and has reviewed the methodology in Environment Plan (EP) 
Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Chapters 6 and 7, to ensure information provided on control 
measures is clear.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control 
measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising 
from the activity to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP). The demonstrations have been made systematically 
and include information on, for example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or 
risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are 
reproducible. More information on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine 
ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and scale of 
the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; and is of 
a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS), against which the environmental performance of the titleholder is to 
be measured during the activity, and Measurement Criteria, that will allow the titleholder and NOPSEMA to 
determine if the performance outcomes and performance standards have been met, have been developed for 
each control measure and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). Compliance with 
the EPS is measured on an ongoing basis and is enforceable. 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not 
simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to 
consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also 
point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered 
for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to 
provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support 
the consultation process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on 
adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced throughout the EP. 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption 
or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to 
these claims." 

501 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The information provided in this EP has broken up each 
potential risk and harm into disaggregated possibilities 
and mitigations, which fails to consider and detail the 
cumulative impacts of harms from sound pollution, 
light pollution, hydrocarbon spills and effects of flaring 
gas from these 6 proposed drill sites. This EP needs to 
be refused outright as the impacts to our ocean 
environment and marine life have not been adequately 
mapped or detailed, or adequate information on 
measures to mitigate impact. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, 
includes an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, as successive, 
additive or synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with material impacts on the 
environment that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales (NOPSEMA Environment Plan 
Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated with the 
activity, as part of the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed in conjunction with 
other aspects and with other significant activities or projects, result in material impacts that have the potential to 
accumulate over temporal and spatial scales. These aspects have been analysed in the cumulative impact 
assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Regarding underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program involved the 
assessment of a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the cumulative impact of 
multiple continuous sound sources in close proximity, as described in EP Section 6.6.1.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cumulative impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of 
impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and other reasonably foreseeable activities and 
projects within the region. 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

502 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"The marine life of our south east oceans are unique 
and under increasing threat from the expansion of the 
offshore oil and gas industry, including through vertical 
seismic blasting exploration and drilling for fossil fuels 
such as proposed by ConocoPhillips in this plan. 
Evidence that seismic blasting harms marine life is 
growing. Research has shown that seismic blasting 
results in serious harm to a variety of marine life, from 
deafening whales and disrupting their feeding and 
migration, damaging the ability of southern rock 
lobster to function and navigate, and causing mortality 
in small fish and zooplankton. After seismic blasts, 
many zooplankton are found dead as far away as 1.2 
kilometres from the blast site, and potentially further.(1) 
[University of Tasmania, 2023, New Research Reveals 
Impact Of Seismic Surveys On Zooplankton]. 
" 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling (Appendix 
G) to determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed 
literature to determine relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. Marine seismic surveys are not within the 
scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As 
stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation is conducted to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP). VSP produces impulsive sound 
and is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile 
Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling 
(SBP). Side-scan sonar (SSS) may also be used during geophysical surveys. Information collected using this 
technique is utilised by Geosciences Australia and many research institutes to map the seafloor. The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-
case consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to 
them from a near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun 
array with a total volume of less than 1,000 cubic inches, resulting sound pressure levels of approximately 216 dB re 
1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). In comparison, seismic surveys involve wide-area, deep subsurface 
imaging which requires a larger volume airgun array for deep penetration with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic 
inches, resulting in SPL of approximately 238 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path 
lengths involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D and 3D marine seismic surveys which corresponds 
with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic source.  
https://appea.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CMST-Underwater-Sound-and-Vibration-from-Offshore-
Activities.pdf 
Impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess noise induced 
impacts on species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold shift) 
and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling 
report (Appendix G) SEL24h is a cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 
hours based on the assumption that an animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The 
corresponding SEL24h radii therefore represent a worst-case scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well 
as fish and turtles) would not stay in the same location for 24 hours. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h 
criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling within the radius of the source will be injured, but rather that an 
animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with impairment if it remained in that location for 24 hours. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be 
managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance 
with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 
m for injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the 
large natural spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine 
Region. If plankton species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, 
localised predicted impacts to plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain 
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are retained in the water column for several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the 
seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 
2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who 
operate under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, 
government and the research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of 
data from works published by CSIRO, including Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered 
representative of the subject matter. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass 
Strait to central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, 
in IMAS 2011). There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues 
through all months with as many as three generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through 
the year coupled with its high growth rate means that Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound 
emissions, as stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is 
proposing only 6 exploration well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential 
recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of 
these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid 
replacement of the species, any impacts from short term activities are not expected have effects to krill are 
ecologically significant.   
 
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to this claim.  " 

503 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"""The proposed start date for this seabed survey to 
commence is January 2024, with the earliest date for 
drilling to start being April 2024, running through to 
December 2028. This four year period results in impacts 
on every species known to inhabit and migrate through 
the area, and those species will be affected by the 
associated vessel traffic, vertical seismic blasting and 
drilling proposed in whale habitat, calving grounds and 
Biologically Important Areas (BIA), threatening species 
listed on the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), and critical feeding, 
calving and migration routes. Specifically; 
- September through to December is known feeding 
period for the EPBC listed endangered blue whale, with 
January through to June being the peak feeding time 
for the blue whale. 
- October is calving period for the EPBC listed 
endangered southern right whale in this region, and 
they will be migrating through the OA and nominated 
area around these calving periods. 
- May - September is peak breeding and calving period 
for southern right whales in the Otway Basin. 
- November - May is feeding period for the sei whale, 
known in the area 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to marine mammals over the duration of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
Although the term of the EP is effectively 5 years (earliest start date for seabed surveys is 1 April 2024, drilling is 1 
October 2024, and end date for EP is 31 December 2028), the activity will not occur continuously over that period 
but will rather be conducted in shorter campaigns where by the two commitment wells are likely to be drilled 
consecutively over typically 30-40 days each, up to a maximum of 90 days each. The rig is then contracted to other 
titleholders to undertake discrete activities before returning to ConocoPhillips Australia’s operational areas to drill 
up to a maximum of 4 optional wells. Consequently, the actual drill time is predicted to be in the range of 180 to 
540 days, depending on the number of wells drilled (up to a maximum of 6) and the duration at each well (ranging 
from 30-90 days) over the term of the EP. The maximum 540-day campaign is similar in duration to previous 
continuous campaigns conducted in the Otway Basin.  
Information on the EPBC Act listing and seasonal presence of blue, southern right, sei and dwarf minke whales, as 
well as other species, is provided in section 4.6.9.2 of the EP, with relevant excerpts provided below: 
• Pygmy blue whales occupy the western area of the Bonney Upwelling system in the Eastern Great Australian Bight 
and adjacent to the Kangaroo Island canyons from November and December, then move south-east to the Bonney 
Upwelling system off eastern South Australia and Victoria (between Robe, SA and Cape Otway, Vic) from January to 
April and then decrease between May and June (Commonwealth of Australia 2015c). ConocoPhillips Australia 
commissioned aerial surveys along designated transects through T/49P and opportunistic sighting while traversing 
VIC/P79 from July to October 2021; and along designated transects through VIC/P79, along the shelf break 
between VIC/P79 and T/49P and along a transect through T/49P between August 2022 and May 2023 (Event ID: 
4145, Reg16b ID: 49; Event ID: 3480, Reg16b ID: 393). Key observations include: 
- The arrival of small numbers of blue whales, presumed to be PBWs, in the Otway Basin/western and central Bass 
Strait in September (two in T/49P in 2021) and October (two in T/49P in 2021, one in VIC/P79 in 2022 and two in 
central Bass Strait in 2022) 
- Peak numbers of blue whales within the survey area in March and April 2023, and 
- A significant decrease in blue whale numbers in May 2023. 
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- November - May is feeding period for the minke 
whale, known in the area. 
 
Conducting vertical seismic blasting as part of test 
drilling during known periods of presence for these 
identified species, are very likely to lead to harm and 
disruption in navigation, feeding and breeding activities 
of cetaceans in the area.""" 

• For the southern right whale, the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined migration and 
reproduction BIAs for the species which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period stated as 
approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to September. However, the Draft National 
Recovery Plan for the Southern Right Whale states that Australian southern right whales predominantly occupy the 
coastal and breeding aggregation areas where they calve and nurse their young from May to October, although 
may occur as early as April and as late as November on the Australian coast. The peak period of abundance is 
typically in late July and August, although there is within season variability that differs between females with calves 
and unaccompanied whales (CoA 2022). Therefore, as a conservative estimate based on published data it is 
assumed that the southern right whale may be present anytime from May to October.  
• In an aerial survey conducted between 2002-2013 the sei whale was observed feeding 20–60 km offshore on the 
continental shelf in the Bonney Coast Upwelling between the summer and autumn months (November to May) 
(DoE 2022). Currently, there is no confirmed foraging BIAs that occur within Australia waters, however the sightings 
of individuals feeding in the Bonney Coast Upwelling may indicate that this area is used for opportunistic feeding. 
• In Australia the southern extent of the dwarf minke whale is approximately 41° S which runs through the Bass 
Strait between Tasmania and mainland Australia and a northern extent of 11° S which runs across the top of 
mainland Australia (DoE 2023). It is unlikely that the dwarf minke whale migrates to the Antarctic waters, however 
there is potential for an increase in range with warmer water extending southwards. Satellite tagging of the 
subspecies shows that they are likely to migrate along the east coast of Australia from an aggregation area in the 
Great Barrier Reef south as far as the Bass Strait (Birtles et al. 2015 cited in IUCN-MMPATF 2022). However, 
insufficient evidence is available as to how Australian dwarf minke whales use their habitat as no specific feeding or 
breeding grounds have been discovered off Australia (DoE 2023). 
The proposed operational areas do overlap the seasonally occupied blue whale foraging Biologically Important 
Areas (BIAs) (as shown in EP Figure 4-52), and southern right whale migration BIA (as shown in EP Figure 4-53), but 
do not overlap the southern right whale reproductive BIA (i.e. calving grounds). 
Impacts and risks to marine mammals have been assessed in EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-
Impulsive), 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions –Impulsive) and 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna). Measures to 
mitigate impacts are also detailed in these sections and in the Fauna Management Plan included in Appendix N of 
the EP that includes whale detection and measures to minimise anthropogenic threats to whales, associated with 
both resupply operations, i.e. when a vessel is on DP, and vessel strike for all species.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

504 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"""ConocoPhillips’ EP does not include basic marine 
mammal spotter operations such as using spotter 
planes for cetaceans every day that vertical seismic 
blasting, marine bed surveys and drilling are proposed 
in order to provide a 10km sighting zone. At the very 
minimum ConocoPhillips must be required to use 
spotter planes for marine mammals, such as cetaceans, 
in these operational periods. Based on the failures to 
adequately avoid impacting cetaceans in the Operating 
Area this EP should be refused. 
 
This EP fails to provide information on the scale of 
these risks, and how they will be mitigated to protect 
these species from the proven harm inflicted by such 
processes to cetaceans and other noise-sensitive 
species in the area.""" 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to 
minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating 
distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility 
controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well 
Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, the objective 
of aerial surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, prior to the commencement 
of the exploration program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan will be developed with input from a range 
of specialists to facilitate the implementation of the FMP on the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on 
aviation services and airfields are considered to be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the 
contractual arrangements for these services. 
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can 
guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, 
it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be 
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used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and 
acoustic detection. A designated detection area will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has 
been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from VSP operations 
which will have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs between April to the end of 
October. The use of MFOs as a technique for detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances 
are within the range observable by MMOs (effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right 
whale migration period, and only 1.5 km distance in total from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per 
the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will complement vessel-based operations. The largest Activity Action 
Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 
km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As detailed in FMP Section 3, whale observation 
and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, and a pre-
activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information 
provided above, adequately address this claim." 

505 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"""Based on modelling by ConocoPhillips of potential 
impacts of a Loss of Wellhead Control at any of the 
proposed 6 test drill sites, the entire coastal area of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) 
is at risk from pollution and harm. This includes listed 
species that inhabit or migrate through the coastal 
areas of the TWWHA, and coastal areas of significant 
cultural value where aboriginal art and middens are 
recorded.  
 
This poses an unacceptable risk to the World Heritage 
values of the areas that ConocoPhillips have identified 
are at risk in multiple spill scenarios, with disastrous 
impacts on marine environments, coastal ecosystems 
and the cultural heritage values of beach middens and 
aboriginal artefacts in the area. 
 
These risks are unacceptable. ConocoPhillips has failed 
to provide sufficient information as to their mitigation 
measures that would prove ALARP has been met, and 
as a result this EP should be refused by NOPSEMA.""" 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of 
risks to this area.  
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been 
identified to be overlapped by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment 
in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The 
spill modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of 
Tasmania may be contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be 
contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological 
impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged 
from 15 days up to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the 
weathering of condensate, with the majority (approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, 
with approximately 16 percent continuing to evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being considered 
persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is 
anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will evaporate, with the remainder 
weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 
(potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 
7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been 
developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant 
persons and align with standard industry practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced 
to ALARP (as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 
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506 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The areas in which 6 proposed, yet undisclosed, drill 
locations could occur includes parts of the Zeehan 
Marine Park off the NW coast of Tasmania. The EP fails 
to provide any information on where these proposed 
drill sites will be or address the ecological significance 
of this Commonwealth Marine Park and the species 
known to inhabit it. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the unknown drill locations to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts and risks across the entire operational area were 
adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and 
risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges 
and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned 
above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example 
directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation 
of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased 
impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

507 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on the impacts 
that vertical seismic blasting that is proposed at each of 
the 6 test wells will have on noise sensitive animals, 
such as whales and dolphins. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding VSP impacts on cetaceans to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these impacts have been adequately assessed. 
 
EP Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound – Impulsive) provides a comprehensive assessment of the impacts associated 
with VSP, with additional detail provided in the noise modelling undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). EP Section 
6.7.2.1 states the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of Permanent Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold 
Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural 
threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS and TTS was predicted maximum distances of 330 m and 2.39 km 
(low-frequency cetaceans) and 60 m and 250 m (very high-frequency cetaceans), respectively over 24 hours of 
activity from the sound source. The noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS was not reached for high-frequency 
cetaceans, which includes dolphins. Behavioural responses for all whales excluding the southern right whale were 
predicted within 1.5 km of the sound source. To assess the potential behavioural responses by migrating southern 
right whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category has been applied thereby increasing 
the protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for southern right whale calf-cow pairs were 
therefore predicted to increase from 1.5 km to 6.48 km from the sound source.  
Therefore, predicted impacts for all cetaceans (excluding the southern right whale) would be limited to a highly 
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localised area of 2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. 
Predicted impacts to the southern right whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound source while infrequent, 
short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Impulsive sound production from VSP activities is anticipated to occur for 
approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells). 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of controls specific to VSP, such 
as the use of soft-start procedures and pre-activity whale detection surveys. The Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels 
in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

508 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The EP excludes any information on vessel traffic 
involved with supporting and supplying this project 
and does not provide details on risks and threats of 
associated vessel traffic to and from these proposed 
drill sites. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
scope of impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale of the petroleum 
activity.  
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the 
OPGGS Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum 
title. All foreseeable potential impacts and risks from support vessels are assessed in Section 6 (Planned Impacts) 
and Section 7 (Unplanned Impacts / Risks) of the EP. Activities occurring outside the operational areas are governed 
under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

509 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The EP fails to provide sufficient information on risks to 
the marine park and its unique environmental values 
from drilling operation and any associated pollution 
that comes with these proposed drill sites will have on 
the species known to be in the area of the Zeehan 
Marine Park during projected operational periods. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high merit and 
have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and 
risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges 
and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned 
above. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example 
directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation 
of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased 
impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

510 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

"The EP shows there is an unacceptable level of risk 
and impact on our marine parks, both from the 
immediate vertical seismic blasting, vessel traffic 
including the drill rig, drilling operations, and impact of 
hydrocarbon spills as shown in the EMBA map will have 
on the Zeehan Marine Park.   
" 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and 
risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges 
and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network 
Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example 
directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation 
of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased 
impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

511 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The risks and impacts on the other state and 
Commonwealth Marine Parks that would be impacted 
as demonstrated in the EMBA modelling of any 
hydrocarbon spills from this proposal must be provided 
in more detail, specifically mitigation and clean up 
measures. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding measures to mitigate risks associated with spills to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and provides 
details on response strategies that may be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill. ConocoPhillips 
Australia also has a membership with AMOSC, as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP, which ensures 24/7 
access to trained oil spill responders and specialised equipment to allow for a rapid response and to mitigate the 
potential consequences of a spill.  
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AMOSC was commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a 
Shoreline Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identify specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and 
the most suitable response strategy to be deployed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

512 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

Marine Parks should be wholly protected from all new 
exploration and mining activities for fossil fuels, and 
based on the real and present risks to Marine Parks 
from test drilling demonstrated in this EP, NOPSEMA 
should refuse ConocoPhillips' EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding protections for marine parks to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these have been appropriately considered. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area.  
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure 
and works, among others. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation with the Director of 
National Parks as the authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine Park in accordance with 
their consultation guideline:  Guidance note - Petroleum Activities and Australian Marine Parks.pdf 
(nopsema.gov.au) 
The EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 
4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to 
avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out 
Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 
Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor 
Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive 
Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network 
Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

513 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The Environment that may Be Affected (EMBA) for this 
project shows vast areas would be harmed by any spills 
or incidents during proposed operations from the 
projected 6 drilling sites. As well as any time vessels are 
in the area preparing for vertical seismic blasting, 
refuelling, resupplying or in transit. This includes 34 
threatened and migratory species identified as having 
important habitat that overlaps with either the OA of 
the two project locations and/or the EMBA. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential impacts associated with a loss of well control 
(LOWC) event from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment 
Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate level of assessment.  
 
As described in EP Sections 4.1 (Environment that May be Affected (EMBA) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling), the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
EMBA) represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of 
well control events which are modelled under various realistic metocean conditions, across all seasons, from 
representative drilling locations. Modelled simulations provide an informed estimate of where the oil might go if 
nothing is done to respond and allows the prediction of possible effects, with the modelling report presented in EP 
Appendix E. The resultant EMBA does not represent the spatial extent from any single spill, but rather the 
cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds 
used are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The 
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spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA.  
EP Section 4.6 (Ecological Environment), provides the key sources of information for the species and ecosystems 
that may be present in the EMBA which are obtained via the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) and 
the Species Profile and Threats (SPRAT) databases, as well as the South-East Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
Network Management Plan 2013-23 (DNP 2013) and the Temperate East Marine Reserve Network Management 
Plan 2018 (DNP 2018). A copy of the PMST is provided in Appendix B. These sources provide information on the 
most up-to-date protection status, distribution, and sensitivity of these species. Extensive information on the 
physical, ecological, socio-economic and cultural features and conservation values and sensitivities within the 
EMBA is provided in EP Chapter 4.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

514 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The EP fails to provide comprehensive information on 
the impacts of this project and modelled spills on 
World Heritage Areas, Ramsar areas, National Parks, 
State Marine Parks, Indigenous Protected Areas, 
Wilderness Zone, Key Ecological Features that would be 
impacted by the modelled hydrocarbon spills, and 
other impacts from vessel movements and drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the provision of information relating to the ecological 
environment which may be effected by oil spill impacts to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that comprehensive information is provided to inform impact and risk assessment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified the particular values and sensitivities that may be impacted in the extremely 
unlikely event of an oil spill, as per the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and 
the Environment Regulations (EP Sections 7.6.4 and 7.7.4).  The identification of these values and sensitivities is 
derived from the associated spill modelling of the worst-case scenario (i.e. EMBA). This includes: 
• Listed threatened species and ecological communities,  
• Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements),  
• Values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment,  
• Values of World heritage properties, 
• Values of National heritage places, 
• Ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland, and 
• Other values including social, economic and cultural values. 
  
The particular features which contribute to the conservation value of an area (e.g. cetaceans within Marine Parks) 
have been assessed separately within the risk assessment chapter. ConocoPhillips Australia utilised the latest 
literature to assess the potential impacts to these individual values and subsequently the conservation areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impacts and risks relevant to these values and sensitivities within the 
EMBA have been adequately assessed within relevant chapters. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implement the control measures outlined in Section 7.7 which have 
been designed to mitigate against the likelihood of a LOWC event occurring and to lower the impacts on the 
environment if a LOWC event were to occur. The EP also includes control measures and performance standards 
within Section 7.8 that will be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill to ensure a rapid response and 
that further impacts are lowered and avoided where possible.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers these control measures appropriate for the activity and have aligned with 
standard industry practice to ensure potential impacts from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are managed 
and reduced to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

515 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The entire footprint of the EMBA modelling on where 
oil/gas spill would impact, contains Biologically 
Important Areas for EPBC listed species, which must be 
provided for public consultation and comment. Despite 
the level of threat to many species and ecosystems, a 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the location of the wells in relation to the potential extent 
of an oil spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to prevent a spill from occurring and is not ‘proposing’ a spill. Even though the 
likelihood of a spill occurring is extremely remote, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the consequences 
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detailed map showing proposed drill sites that would 
inform the extent of a proposed spill and ALARP 
measurements of these threats is not available in this 
EP. ConocoPhillips needs to supply clear information on 
this critical matter of a test drilling project to allow fully 
informed public comment on the EP. Based on this lack 
of information that is the centerpiece of the entire 
project, this EP should be refused by NOPSEMA. The EP 
by ConocoPhillips must be refused based on the failure 
to provide adequate information that is comprehensive 
and comprehensible to allow public comment on this 
proposal 

of credible worst-case spills and demonstrate preparedness and capability to respond.   
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program EMBA), represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills and 1400 
hypothetical loss of well control events. The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any single 
spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note 
that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, 
or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling to be highly conservative, showing the fullest 
potential spatial extent of the risks and potential impacts for assessment.   
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – 
for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water 
depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the 
modelling is appropriate for drilling in any location within the Operational Areas.   
Furthermore, the control measures developed to mitigate impacts or risks associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program have been developed based on the worst-case scenarios for each impact and risk. It is important 
to note that the modelling produced a baseline EMBA that does not consider the strict control measures in place to 
prevent these types of events from occurring, or to minimise the extent of any impact.  Control measures that are 
required to be in place for the duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to mitigate against the potential 
for a spill are provided within Tables 7-26, 7-39 and 9-1 of the EP, and in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
included in EP Appendix I. 
Detailed maps showing Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the EMBA, these are provided through-out EP 
Section 4.6 for the relevant species. Impacts to species, including those with Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) 
within the low threshold EMBA, are assessed in Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-21 (Potential 
risk of MDO release on birds), 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and Tables 7-33 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on fish), 7-34 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on birds), 7-35 
(Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on marine mammals). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

516 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

AMCS recognises the ongoing cultural connection to 
Sea Country practised by First Nations peoples in the 
communities connected to the oceans in which this 
proposal is targeted. There has been a failure of the 
proponents to properly consult with representatives 
from Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective 
(SOPEC), founded by Gunditjmara people to protect 
Southern Ocean Sea Country, their whale ancestors 
and kin. Whale species including Koontapool, southern 
right whale, and Wuuloc, the pygmy blue whale, are 
sacred to the Gunditjmara and hold significance in their 
cultural practices.   

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge the claim regarding the adequacy of consultation with First Nations peoples 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement process was 
adequately detailed and described. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the Environment 
Regulations as outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2. This has included consultation with First Nations 
groups identified as relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP under section 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia adopted a 
tailored approach to consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline: 
Consultation in the course of preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. First 
Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations groups and 
individuals and is outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, documents each of the 
45 identified First Nations relevant persons (including Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective and Gunditj 
Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation), the rationale for engagement, and details of the invitation to 
participate in the co-design of culturally appropriate consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter have been 
acknowledged in writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the start of 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

consultation in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear sheets, for example 
August 23 National Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, including First 
Nations Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their networks of followers as 
demonstrated in the post by Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website at 
https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 that included the SOPEC video of the 
Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled Backgrounder on 
ConocoPhillips plans in South West Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the permit areas (VIC/P79, T/49P), 
and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify authorities, individuals and organisations who may 
have functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration drilling program”. The post 
also encouraged all Followers to participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by registering as relevant 
persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and waterways, and 
their ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea Country and the marine 
environment that is held by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First Nations 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired to date through 
desktop research and information-sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners during conversations on Country 
(detailed in Appendix D of the EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks to 
the marine environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity and associated impacts 
and risks has been made available in information sheets, project updates, a Preliminary Environmental Impact Risk 
Assessment, draft EP Chapters and the EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program (CM05) and will seek to partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities 
with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to co-design and co-implement control measures to 
protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
 
Additional understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities was acquired through a further literature 
review of Sea Country and proactive monitoring of SOPEC’s social media, where the ongoing Citizens Protection 
Declaration campaign was launched on 16 February 2023. On this basis, ConocoPhillips Australia has expanded the 
definition of Sea Country in the EP in 4.8.2 to include acknowledgement of Dreaming ancestors." 

517 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

In the modelling provided by ConocoPhillips of what 
areas would be affected by a hydrocarbon spill, it 
shows that the Gunditjmara people could be excluded 
from their coastal lands and sea country for any 
duration of a spill. If this spill were to take place during 
the southern right whale calving period from Oct to 
Nov, this would negatively impact the ability for people 
to undertake cultural practices of welcoming Kontapool 
(the southern right whale) back to Sea Country for their 
calving times. It would also harm southern right whales 
and potentially stop them from being able to calve in 
these waters without facing harm. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill risks to cultural heritage values and sensitivities to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately identified 
and assessed. 
 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (see Figures 7-4, 7-5 and 7-6) does not in any way represent the 
extent of any single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. 
The geographical extent of an individual spill would be much smaller and would not exclude First Nations People in 
multiple states from their Sea Country in the highly unlikely event of a LOWC. As described in detail in EP Sections 
7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), 
ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be 
representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the 
coast and continental slope. 
As stated in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals), the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined 
migration and reproduction BIAs for the southern right whale which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the 
migration period stated as approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to September 
(i.e. calving period).  
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Potential impacts to southern right whales, and associated cultural values, from a marine diesel oil release are 
detailed in EP Section 7.6.5, Tables 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and 7-25 (Potential risk 
of MDO release on coastal habitats and communities) which predict short-term and localised impacts; with no 
population level, long-term or permanent changes predicted. Controls are in place for all vessels engaged in Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program activities to reduce the risk of vessel collision and limit the total volume of MDO 
released. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Potential impacts to southern right whales from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Section 7.7.5, Table 7-
35 (Potential risk of LOWC on marine mammals) which predicts the potential for interaction with southern right 
whales but not to the extent that they would impede the recovery of this species. Potential impacts to cultural 
values from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Table 7-38 (Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and 
communities) which predicts that, although no long-term or permanent changes to the marine environment or 
coastal sites and places are expected, it is considered that the visual presence of floating oil or shoreline oil 
accumulations may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level and that these impacts could affect culturally important 
activities such as mutton-birding, or affect totem fauna. Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC 
event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential 
environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Emergency spill response capability will be maintained in accordance with the NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP – CM13). 
In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include integration 
with local, national and international response organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist 
equipment and engagement with First Nations people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of 
identified areas of importance, as described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

518 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

The EP must be refused as it fails Article 32, Item 2 of 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (2) [UN, 2018, United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples]. The introduction of 
the Protecting the Spirit of Sea Country Bill 2023 (3) 
[Parliament of Australia, 2023, Protecting the Spirit of 
Sea Country Bill 2023] into the Australian Parliament in 
August of 2023 further demonstrates this EP has not 
met the basic needs for First ations and Sea Country 
Traditional Owner consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the UN Declaration on the right of Indigenous Peoples to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these rights were adequately reflected. 
 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “addresses both individual and collective rights, cultural 
rights and identity, rights to education, health and employment, language, and others. It outlaws discrimination 
against indigenous people and promotes their full and effective participation in all matters that concern them.  It 
also ensures their right to remain distinct and to pursue their own priorities in economic, social and cultural 
development”.  The Declaration “explicitly encourages harmonious and cooperative relations between States and 
indigenous peoples” (United Nations, 2007).   
However, Australia’s support for the Declaration does not make it law in Australia (Source: Australian Human Rights 
Commission at https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-
justice/projects/un-declaration-rights) 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the enduring and unique connection to land and waters that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples have, and we celebrate their ongoing contributions to Australia’s political, economic 
and social landscapes.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impact of colonisation, public policy, racial discrimination and prejudice 
has had a major effect on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and that many continue to face 
disadvantages as well as prejudice and racism as a result. Through the implementation of our Reconciliation Action 
Plan, our organisation is seeking to understand, identify, and ultimately remove systems and processes that create 
a barrier to participation and instead, engage and create opportunities. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program that will ensure Indigenous knowledge and concerns inform the risk management process for the 
protection of heritage and the marine environment. The Cultural Heritage Protection Program measure (CM05) has 
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been adopted.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of priorities 
and measures to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations cultural heritage 
advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to ensure 
cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
This commitment aligns with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which states 
“Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights, 
through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and 
develop their own indigenous decision-making institutions”. 
 
No further changes were made to the EP as a result of this claim." 

519 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

I ask that NOPSEMA refuse the EP by ConocoPhillips to 
conduct test drilling for gas in the Otway Basin as it 
poses unacceptable harm to our oceans, marine life 
and coastal communities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to the ocean, marine life and coastal communities 
associated with the Otway Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration 
Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to 
influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other than short-
term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 
(Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from these activities. This is not the legal standard in 
Australia and is not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. 
Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. 
Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, 
government advice, and are considerate of the information gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously 
defined acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP 
demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP 
meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

520 Multiple Events 
related to campaign 
submission 

This EP is not complete, as it fails to provide 
comprehensive and comprehensible information to 
make an informed decision on the mitigation measures 
detailed which do not meet the standards to prove the 
risks have been reduced to meet the ALARP criteria. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the demonstration of ALARP to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Section 
6 and 7, to ensure information about the decisions to adopt or reject control measures are clear.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control 
measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising 
from the activity to ALARP. The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for 
example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the 
effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information 
on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of 
detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and scale of the residual impact or risk, the 
degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; and is of a similar level of detail to 
previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control measure 
and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not 
simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to 
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consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also 
point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered 
for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to 
provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support 
the consultation process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on 
adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced throughout the EP. 
 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption 
or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to 
this claim." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1940 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation 
inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of 
a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and 
manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
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 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2860 14/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
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Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
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not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access 
it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4940 27/11/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5027 1/02/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To relevant organisation to clarify role of individual who made a submission during public comment.  

• Telephone call unanswered.    
• Team member left a message explaining the need to identify the role. 
• Requested a return call or text message. 

5128 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing organisation in response to objections/claims submitted during the public comment period. In 
this email COP team have addressed objections/ claims. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates 
as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 084 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land 
Council engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and contacted Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council via registered mail (Event ID(s) 1961; 
2412), telephone call (Event ID 2854) and email correspondence (2856). Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council confirmed their preferred contact email address via outgoing telephone call (Event ID 2854). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further direct communication from Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council. However, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates via campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1941). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1941). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1941). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1941) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 



 
     

 
   

   
    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia  received  0  information(s) from  the  RP.  The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period  (Methodology  Section  3.6)
Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4 July  2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and,  where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1941 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant 
organisation inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed 
area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak 
for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2412 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2854 11/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted relevant organisation on 11/08/2023 to confirm receipt of registered letter 
to CEO and to offer further assistance to ensure sufficient information. 
COP team member spoke with individual who advised that that the organisation no longer has an Admin Officer, and that the mail isn't 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

always collected so it "might have been missed".  
COP team member explained the content of letter and offered to resend the letter via email. This action was agreed. 

2856 11/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing organisation to verify the receipt of the registered letter dated 4 June 2023. The team: 
• Offered to brief the organisation on the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Recognised the organisation as relevant and suggested that they may be impacted by the proposed activities. 
• Encouragement to make an informed assessment of the proposed activities.  
Contact details were provided for further queries or information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.     Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.     Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.     Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.     Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.     Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.     Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.     Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.     Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.    Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 085 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Jerringja Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of communication. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any incoming correspondence in response to 
any communication methods. In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1942). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 29 June 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1942). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1942). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3050). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4392) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 133 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council between 29 June 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 56 days).  
  



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1942 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant 
organisation inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed 
area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak 
for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2413 12/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 086 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the 
creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites 
and other cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 3132) and registered letter (Event ID 1943). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1943) via the link to consultation hub. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 29 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1943). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3132). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3132).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1943). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1943). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1943). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1943). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3132). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1943) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3132). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
 



  
   

       

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4  July  2023 and  29  August  2023 (over a period of  59  days).
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1943 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation 
inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for 
and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3132 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to organisation about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Information provided included: 
• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 
• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 

 



Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 087 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council. Functions include the creation of an economic base 
for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Mogo Local Land Council did not 
respond to registered letters inviting them to consult and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing project updates for information. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1944; 2861) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1944).  

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1944). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1944). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



  
   

     
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  129  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4 July 2023 and  27 July  2023  (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1944 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation in 
consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to the title 
areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2861 31/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 088 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contract were 
made, with no response. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1945; 2862) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1945). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1945). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1945). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



  
   

     
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  138  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4 July 2023  and  27 July 2023  (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the activity on their  functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1945 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation in 
consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to the title 
areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2862 13/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 089 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1947; 2864) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1947). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 04 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1947). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1947). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1947). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1947).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1947). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1947). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1947). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1947). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1947). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1947) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



   
   

    
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology  Section  3.6)
Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  04 July 2023 and 27 July 2023  (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1947 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation in 
consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to the title 
areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2864 18/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 090 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council with functions including the creation of an 
economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1946; 2863) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1946). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1946). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1946). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



  
   

      
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4 July 2024  and  27 July  2023  (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Nowra Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1946 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting 
participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to 
the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2863 17/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
 
 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that ConocoPhillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
  
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 
 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  



Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council – ORG ID 091 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council. Its functions include the creation of 
an economic base for the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other 
cultural materials. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 1948; 3182) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1948). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 July 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1948). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1948; 2625; 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 1948; 2625; 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID’s 1948; 2625; 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1948). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID’s 2625; 3050). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1948). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1948). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



  
  

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council  received initial engagement about the activity in  July  2023,  128  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council  between  4 July 2023 and  27 July  2023  (over a period of  23  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During  consultation:
During consultation,  Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land Council  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1948 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation 
inviting participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and 
functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for 
and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3182 29/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post Verified as Not Collected Returned to Sender. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council – ORG ID 92 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The statutory Aboriginal Heritage Council was established in 2017 under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975. They are an independent 
body who advise the Tasmanian Government, land managers and owners on the protection and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage in Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council resulted in meaningful information gathered to inform First Nations relevant persons identified for consultation and 
subsequently project update sharing after Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council noted they were not a representative body and did not have the authority to consult on behalf of Tasmanian Aboriginal people. 
ConocoPhillips continued to provide project updates. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council’s preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia instigated consultation by sending a registered letter (Event ID’s 
1935, 2409). Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council noted in an email (Event 4140) that the Council was not a representative body and it therefore did not have the authority to consult with COP on behalf of 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people and subsequently provided information on organisations that may be interested in consultation on behalf of First Nations communities. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event ID’s 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1935).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 4 June 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1935). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1935). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1935) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 158 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council between 4 June 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 53 days).    
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1573 4140 The Aboriginal Heritage Council, a statutory body established under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975, provides advice and recommendations on 
Aboriginal cultural heritage values management and protection to the Director 
of National Parks and Wildlife and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. This 
supports the effective administration and implementation of the Act. 

Noted information regarding Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council's functions, interests or 
activities. 

1574 4140 Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania, a branch within the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet, supports the Council in making informed decisions and performing its 
functions under the Act. 

Noted information that has supported ConocoPhillips Australia's understanding of the closely 
tied relationship between Org ID 34 and Org ID 92. 

1575 4140 Relevant person clarified that the Council is not a representative body and 
does not have the authority to consult with ConocoPhillips on behalf of 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people. They suggested to refer to the Council's website 
for further information about its functions. 

Noted. 

1576 4140 Relevant person provided a list of Tasmanian Aboriginal community 
organizations that might be interested in participating in consultations on 
behalf of their communities. 

Noted. Information received was used to inform First Nations relevant persons identified for 
consultation. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 



N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1935 4/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation 
in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to 
the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2409 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 04/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2835 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL to relevant organisation on 10/08/2023 to confirm if Chair had received registered mail and if they wanted to be briefed or meet.  
• COP team member spoke with reception. 
• Reception confirmed all correspondence to go through the Chair. 
• Reception will follow up and check that they received the registered letter. 
• COP team member left their name, mobile number and email address and asked reception to pass on message that COP called to check letter received and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

requesting confirmation that the organisation has sufficient information to chairman. 
• COP team member also asked reception about other means to identify/contact Indigenous relevant persons, however, the Chair confirmed that the 
organisation is the correct channel for communication. 

4140 23/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from individual on 23/08/2023 on behalf of their organisation, advising that their organisation no longer wishes to receive 
correspondence regarding the Otway Basin Project. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Expressed thanks for correspondence on the project. 
• Explained the role of and functions of The Aboriginal Heritage Council. 
• Noted that as the Council was not a representative body it therefore did not have the authority to consult with COP on behalf of Tasmanian Aboriginal people.  
• Provided a link to further information. 
• Attached a list of Tasmanian Aboriginal community organisations that may be interested in participating in consultation on behalf of their communities. 
• Advised that the Tasmanian Aboriginal Heritage Council did not wish to receive continued information about the proposed activity. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) – ORG ID 093 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT)was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) is a statutory body established by law to own returned land on behalf of Tasmanian's 
Aboriginal Community. The Aboriginal Lands Act (1995) sets out the establishment, election, and purpose of the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania 
(ALCT) engaged and expressed strong opposition to oil and gas exploration and voiced their concerns (Event ID 2857). 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT)’s preferred method of communication. Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) confirmed their contact details with 
ConocoPhillips Australia via an outgoing telephone call (Event ID 2846). Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) advised ConocoPhillips Australia of their functions, interests and activities and expressed a 
blanket objection to oil and gas exploration (Event ID 2857). Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) also indicated that they would be open to a briefing with ConocoPhillips Australia regarding the proposed 
exploration drilling activity (Event ID 2857). ConocoPhillips followed up on offer to provide a briefing to Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) (Event ID 3805), however, ConocoPhillips Australia did not 
receive any further incoming correspondence. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) with project update correspondence via campaign email 
(Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 622). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 622). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 622). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1932) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
  

  
   

 

 
 

   
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the 
EP 

1360 2857 The CEO of ALC TAS expressed strong opposition to oil and gas exploration and 
voiced grave concerns. The CEO confirmed that ALC TAS, a statutory body with 
elected members, is the most authoritative entity to represent Tasmania's First 
Nations Peoples. The CEO also mentioned that ALC TAS has recognized land-
holdings in coastal waters and zones of ownership. The CEO plans to present COP's 
briefing/meeting offer to the members for their guidance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia emailed on 29/05/2023 Event ID 1361 in response to this SMS 
explaining the consultation process with First Nations Peoples and seeking relevant party's 
input to aid in identifying the extent of the buffer required to protect both the ecological 
and cultural values and sensitivities. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT)  received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT)  between  13 March 2023 and 24 August 2023  (over a period of 164  days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission  to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

At  the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT)  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT)  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table  below.



 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

622 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1932 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting 
participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating 
to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2410 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 04/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2846 11/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member attempted to contact relevant organisation to confirm if they had received sufficient information 
regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 11/08/2024. 
• COP team member was unable to reach the appropriate individual. 
• COP team member spoke with receptionist who send manager was unavailable but confirmed the address registered letter had been sent to was correct.  
• Receptionist suggested sending the letter to general inbox and said they would follow up with manager.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2847 11/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual of organisation, to verify the receipt of registered letter. CoP team: 
• Resent of correspondence for forwarding to the relevant person. 
• Offered to provide a briefing for the relevant members of the organisation. 
• Offered to provide further information or answer any queries. 
The attached documents included: 
• Original Letter dated 4 June 2023 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2857 11/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL from relevant organisation from CEO to COP team member in response to email sent on 11/08/2023 to confirm receipt of 
registered letter on Otway Exploration Drilling Program and offer of being briefed. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Individual:  
• Stated registered letter not received in that area of the building. 
• Expressed opposition to oil and gas exploration. 
• Explained organisation is a statutory body and able to represent the area’s First Nations Peoples.  
• Outlined criteria which would qualify organisation as a relevant person. 
• Indicated they would accept a briefing or meeting. 
• Declined offer of a consultancy fee.  
• Stated organisation did not offer Cultural Heritage Awareness Training.  
 
Key Actions:  
• Organisation to contact COP re meeting.  

2858 11/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing organisation, following a phone call happened that day. The email was sent as a summary of the phone 
conversation, which included: 
• Individual hadn’t personally received the registered letter. 
• Organisation was opposed to oil and gas exploration. 
• Individual shared details on the organisation’s structure. 
• The organisation could represent First Nation Peoples of the specific area, therefore it was the correct one to proceed with consultation. 
• Organisation has landholdings recognised by the Federal Government in coastal waters and zones of ownership. 
• Individual accepted CoP’s offer of briefing/meeting to the members. 
• The project team was willing to pay a service fee for consultancy, but individual said it wasn’t necessary. 
• Individual shared that Cultural Heritage Awareness training could be provided by another organisation. 
• Individual would get back after speaking with other members of the org. 
• Team shared that comprehensive consultation with other relevant organisations was ongoing. 
• Team requested that the individual amended the notes if required and asked if they would like any information not to be published. Team also stated that 
they will continue to keep them informed. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3805 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing organisation as a follow-up of email sent on 11 August 2023. The Team: 
• Renewed its offer of briefing the organisation about the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Highlighted that the draft Environment Plan (EP) chapters were previously shared for review and feedback. 
• Was seeking confirmation that the organisation had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the activity during the public comment 
period. 
• Offer to meet with or brief any individuals or groups who would like to discuss their functions, interests, and activities with the project team. 
• Was available to provide a briefing in the coming weeks. 
• Requested to discuss the most appropriate consultation approach and communication channels. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
•  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania – ORG ID 095 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania is a registered Aboriginal Corporation located in Kingston in Southeast Tasmania with  
listed activities include agriculture, aquaculture, forestry, fishing. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania regarding their preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID 1934) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1934). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 4 July 2023. 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1934). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1934). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1934).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1934). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1934). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1934). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1934). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1934) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology Section 3.6) 
Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania received initial engagement about the activity in July 2023, 128 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania on 4 July 2023.  



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Land and Sea Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1934 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to relevant organisation's CEO stating that the organization has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting 
participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual has been contacted as COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first  
understand their interests, activities and functions relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and  
preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
  
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details. 
  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 097 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation formally recognises the partnership between Burrandies and the South East Aboriginal Focus Group 
(traditional custodians of the South East of South Australia) and acknowledges that the Lartara-wirkeri cultural governance framework will guide how Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation undertakes all business, 
and especially any and all business undertaken with the South East Aboriginal Focus Group and on behalf of the South East Aboriginal Focus Group. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of communication. Following a telephone conversation with an Organisation representative, Burrandies 
Aboriginal Corporation confirmed correspondence was being received and provided a personal email address for future correspondence (Event ID 2988). ConocoPhillips Australia provided a follow up email and 
extended the offer to provide a briefing with relevant members of the Organisation (Event ID 2982). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from Burrandies Aboriginal 
Corporation however continued to provide them with project update correspondence via campaign email (Event ID(s) 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2416). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 July 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2416). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2416). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 5155). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2416) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in July 2023, 119 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation between 13 July 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 49 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2416 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting participation in 
consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions relating to the 
title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their own Sea Country. 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets: 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact details. 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2865 24/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 13/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2988 21/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to check receipt of registered letter dated 13 July.  
 
Key Points: 
.   Individual confirmed receipt of letter which had been forwarded to former Chairperson.  
.   Team offered to re-send the letter to be forwarded to the relevant person.  
.    Individual provided personal email address for this purpose. 

2982 21/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals of organisation, acknowledging a phone call happened that day and receipt of a registered letter. CoP team: 
• Resent of correspondence for forwarding to the relevant person. 
• Offered to provide a briefing for the relevant members of the organisation. 
• Shared upcoming release of draft EP chapters for review and feedback. 
• Would continue sharing information about the EP unless advised otherwise. 
• Advised that consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless advised otherwise. 
• Offered to provide further information or answer any queries. 
The attached documents included: 
• Original Letter sent on 13 July 2023. 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.   Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.   Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.   Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.   Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



District Council of Grant – ORG ID 099 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 District Council of Grant was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 District Council of Grant was identified via Desktop Research. 
 District Council of Grant is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): District Council of Grant is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. District Council of Grant is a Local Council located within planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with District Council of Grant provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. District Council of Grant was offered the 
opportunity to participate and project information was received by the District Council of Grant which did not seek to consult as a relevant person.  District Council of Grant did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on District Council of Grant’s preferred method of consultation and communicated with District Council of Grant via email (Event ID(s) 142; 569; 2637) and 
telephone call (Event ID 2624). District Council of Grant communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia via an outgoing telephone call and requested current information to be re-sent and that they would follow-up 
with ConocoPhillips Australia regarding their relevant person status (Event ID 2624). ConocoPhillips Australia provided the requested information via email (Event ID 2637). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive 
any further direct correspondence from District Council of Grant. However, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update correspondence via campaign email (Event ID(s) 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 
4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID’s 142; 569). 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to District Council of Grant to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 142; 569) 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157;1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157;1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157;1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID’s 142; 569). 
 Provided information on upcoming information session and webinar (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157; 2637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
District Council of Grant received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to District Council of Grant between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed District Council of Grant to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, District Council of Grant raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

142 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

500 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
569 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2624 27/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual on 27/07/2023, they would like current information re-sent and they will respond confirming whether or not they would 
like to be consulted as a relevant organisation. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2637 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding phone conversation on 27/07/2023. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Shared that consultation period has been extended to include the month of August. 
• Reminded individual that option to opt-out from being a relevant person was possible, as opt-in again at any time. 
 
Attached: 
• Original Letter sent on 27 February 2023. 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2648 31/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Burnie City Council – ORG ID 100 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Burnie City Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Burnie City Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Burnie City Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Burnie City Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by 
the presence of the activity. Burnie City Council is a Local Council located within planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Burnie City Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Burnie City Council engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Burnie City Council’s preferred method of consultation and engaged with Burnie City Council via email (Event ID(s) 134; 135; 2636) and telephone call (Event ID 2626). 
Burnie City Council communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly via outgoing telephone call and: requested information be provided via email as well; requested opt-out information; stated they would 
make a decision on relevant person status upon receiving the requested information (Event ID 2626). ConocoPhillips Australia provided the requested information via email (Event ID 2636) and did not receive any 
further incoming correspondence from Burnie City Council. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide Burnie City Council with project update correspondence via campaign email (Event ID(s) 3050; 3181; 3859; 
4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 134; 135).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Burnie City Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 134; 135). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 134; 135). 
 Provided information on upcoming information sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Burnie City Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Burnie City Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 81 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Burnie City Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Burnie City Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

134 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

135 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
 Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4121 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2626 27/07/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual regarding relevant person consultation after multiple attempts at email communication, individual answered the call 
requesting further information on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, individual requested information to be sent via email with the additional opt-out information. 
Individual commented they will decide their relevant persons status once having seen the information. Team member committed to sending follow up email as per 
requested. 

2636 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Follow-up email regarding telephone call attempting to confirm interest as a relevant person and in consultation regarding Otway project. Included 
attached information documents. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Wellington Shire Council – ORG ID 101 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Wellington Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Wellington Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Wellington Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Wellington Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Wellington Shire Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Wellington Shire Council provided sufficient information to understand the project and to allow for a decision as to whether they qualified as a relevant person. As a 
result, they opted out of receiving any further contacts (Event 4194) due to the geographic location of the drilling project.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Wellington Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated with Wellington Shire Council via email (Event ID(s) 130; 129; 939; 2894; 2759; 4194; 
2741; 2893; 2895), telephone call (Event ID 2645) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625). Wellington Shire Council communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via 
outgoing telephone call and confirmed receipt of correspondence regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and expressed that they would like to opt-out of relevant person consultation (Event 
ID 2645). Wellington Shire Council reiterated their decision to opt out of relevant person consultation by email (Event ID 4194) and ConocoPhillips Australia followed up with confirmation that this request had 
been actioned (Event ID 2741).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 129; 130). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5). 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Wellington Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 129; 130). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1414; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414; 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 129; 130). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 939; 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from Wellington Shire Council. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Wellington Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Wellington Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 81 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Wellington Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Wellington Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

129 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

130 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

494 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.  
939 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 

the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

4190 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.  
1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

4191 19/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.  
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4192 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4193 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.  
2645 31/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation regarding ongoing consultation. Spoke with reception noting: 

• COP had been sending multiple pieces of communication regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Checking to see if the emails were being received. 
 
Individual noted: 
• Organisation has been receiving the email correspondence. 
• Correspondence was being marked as unimportant. 
 
Team asked if organisation would like to opt-out of relevant person consultation and organisation agreed. 
 
Team committed to sending an email confirmation to organisation noting their decision to opt-out of consultation. 

2894 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation following a phone call that morning. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Confirmation that the organisation has opted out of the consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• How to opt back into the consultation process. Provided multiple ways of contact. 
• Explanation of the consultation process and the role of relevant persons. 
• Advised that consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan unless otherwise advised. 

2759 31/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.  
4194 4/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email on 31/07/2023.  

 
Summary of Information Received:  
• They wish to opt out of the relevant person consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program due to the geographic location of the proposed drilling area. 

2741 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from previous correspondence on 04/08/2023 confirming that their request to opt-out of the consultation regarding the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program has been actioned.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
•How to opt back into the consultation process. 
•Contact details to make this request. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2893 8/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual/organisation advising that: 
They have chosen to opt out of the consultation for the Otway drilling program. 

2895 8/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual/organisation advising that: 
They have chosen to opt out of the consultation for the Otway drilling program. 

 



Waratah Wynard Council – ORG ID 102 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Waratah Wynard Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Waratah Wynard Council was identified via Desktop Research.  
 Waratah Wynard Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Waratah Wynard Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Waratah Wynard Council is a Local Council within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Waratah Wynyard Council provided Waratah Wynyard Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Waratah 
Wynyard Council engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Waratah Wynyard Council’s preferred of consultation and communicated with Waratah Wynyard Council via email (Event ID(s) 555; 553; 552), telephone call (Event 
ID(s) 2766; 2646) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 552; 553; 555; 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 2646; 2766; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). A representative of Waratah 
Wynyard Council engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia via outgoing telephone call and noted that the appropriate individual within their Organisation was unavailable, but they were interested in receiving 
further information or consultation (Event ID 2766). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further correspondence from Waratah Wynyard Council but continued to provide project update correspondence.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 552). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Waratah Wynyard Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 6 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 552; 553; 555). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 1158; 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID’s 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 552; 553; 555). 
 Provided information on upcoming information sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Waratah Wynyard Council received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 248 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Waratah Wynyard Council between 6 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Waratah Wynyard Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Waratah Wynyard Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

552 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

553 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

555 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2646 31/07/2023 Telephone 
call 

 OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: Call to individual regarding OEDP on 31st July 2023. No answer but left a message.  

2766 7/08/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: Call to individual to reach appropriate representative but was advised that they were unavailable.  
Individual noted:  
• Spoke with reception with regards to the attempt to pass the individual to a fitting representative in spite of the fact they were currently unavailable. 
• Individual left a message regarding the purpose of the call, in relation to the drilling program and seeking interest in further information or consultation. Individual also 
left a number to call back when available. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a 
result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



City of Casey – ORG ID 103 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 City of Casey was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 City of Casey was identified via Desktop Research. 
 City of Casey is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): City of Casey is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the 
presence of the activity. City of Casey is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided City of Casey with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. City of Casey engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims.  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on City of Casey’s preferred method of consultation and corresponded via email (Event ID(s) 123; 4197; 943; 2769), telephone call (Event ID(s) 2647; 2768) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). A representative from City of Casey corresponded with ConocoPhillips Australia via 
outgoing telephone call and requested that all information previously sent regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program be resent (Event ID 2768). ConocoPhillips Australia provided the requested 
correspondence (Event ID 2769) but did not receive any further direct communications from City of Casey. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide City of Casey with project updates via campaign email 
correspondence. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 123). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to City of Casey to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 123; 4197). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414; 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 123; 4197). 
 Provided information on upcoming information sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 943; 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414; 1414; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
City of Casey received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to City of Casey between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 81 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed City of Casey to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, City of Casey raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

123 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4197 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

491 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
943 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 

the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
 Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2647 31/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation. No answer. Left message regarding consultation for Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
2768 7/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to discuss Otway Drilling Exploration Program consultation for relevant persons. Team connected with individual from 

reception who noted that: 
• They were unable to find CoP emails within their system. 
• Individual requested team resend the information with the attention line PLEASE REPLY: 
• Individual said they would get in contact with relevant representative for the organisation. 
Key Actions 
.   Team committed to resending information and confirmed the email on file is the correct contact to send to. 

2769 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation on 7 August 2023 following previous correspondence via telephone call regarding the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• They have been sending information and updates but have not received a response. 
• The consultation period has been extended to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Offered further information or consultation. 
• Provided an option to opt-out of the relevant persons process. 
• Provided contact details for further questions or to opt-out. 
 
Attached: 
• The original letter sent in February and information sheets. 

2892 7/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3414 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3321 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Shoalhaven City Council – ORG ID 104 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Shoalhaven City Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Shoalhaven City Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Shoalhaven City Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Shoalhaven City Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Shoalhaven City Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Shoalhaven City Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Shoalhaven City Council engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Shoalhaven City Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 149; 150), by telephone (Event ID 2649) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). A representative from Shoalhaven City Council communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia 
via outgoing telephone call, and advised they would contact the consultation team regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 2649). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further 
communication from Shoalhaven City Council however continued to provide project updates to the organisation via campaign email correspondence. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 149). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Shoalhaven City Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 149; 150). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 149; 150). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Shoalhaven City Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Shoalhaven City Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Shoalhaven City Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Shoalhaven City Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

149 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

150 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

502 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4200 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4201 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2649 31/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: Call to organisation on 31st July 2023 to discuss consultation. 

Spoke to reception noting: 
• Informed executive assistant as representative for relevant organisations to call back regarding OEDP. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

4202 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3327 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Bega Valley Shire Council – ORG ID 105 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Bega Valley Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Bega Valley Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Bega Valley Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Bega Valley Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Bega Valley Shire Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Bega Valley Shire Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Bega Valley Shire Council engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Bega Valley Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 145; 146; 2654; 4857), by telephone call (Event ID(s) 2651; 2653) 
and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Bega Valley Shire Council engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia 
via outgoing telephone and declined briefing opportunities but advised they wanted to continue to receive project update information (Event ID 2653). Bega Valley Shire Council later unsubscribed from receiving 
project updates (Event ID 4857). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 145). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Bega Valley Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 145; 146). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158). 
 Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID(s) 145; 146). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Bega Valley Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Bega Valley Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Bega Valley Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Bega Valley Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

146 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

145 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 



• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



2654 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a phone conversation on 31 July 2023 about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program ongoing 
consultation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub where information sheets are uploaded. 
• Advised the consultation hub for feedback about locations of environmental values and sensitivities.  
• Contact details were provided for any further questions or information. 

2653 31/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation process on 31/07/2023. 
• COP team member offered briefings about proposed activity.  
• Individual declined briefings during telephone call, however they did ask to continue to receive information updates.  
• COP team member committed to continuing to send information about proposed activity.  

2651 31/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 31/07/2024. 
• COP team member was unable to reach the appropriate individual to discuss consultation.  
• COP team member left a message with receptionist and left contact information for the appropriate individual to contact COP regarding 
consultation.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3325 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 



activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4857 17/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from receiving updates. 
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



Wattle Range Council– ORG ID 106 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Wattle Range Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Wattle Range Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Wattle Range Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Wattle Range Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. Wattle Range Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Wattle Range Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Wattle Range Council engaged but did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Wattle Range Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 140; 141), telephone call (Event ID 2703) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Wattle Range Council engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via outgoing telephone 
call and indicated they would reach out to discuss the proposed drilling project (Event ID 2703). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further engagement from Wattle Range Council outside of automated 
responses to project update campaign email (Event ID(s) 3418; 4206; 3319).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 140) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Wattle Range Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 140; 141). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 140; 141). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Wattle Range Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Wattle Range Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Wattle Range Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Wattle Range Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

140 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

141 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

497 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2569 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4204 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4205 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2703 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 1/08/2023. 

• COP team member was unable to reach the appropriate individual to discuss consultation as they were in a meeting.  
• The individual’s receptionist indicated that the individual would call COP team member back.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3418 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4206 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3319 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Eurobodalla Shire Council– ORG ID 107 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Eurobodalla Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Eurobodalla Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Eurobodalla Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Eurobodalla Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Eurobodalla Shire Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Eurobodalla Shire Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Eurobodalla Shire Council engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Eurobodalla Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 147; 148; 2711), telephone call (Event ID 2712) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Eurobodalla Shire Council engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via outgoing 
telephone call and advised it would not be necessary for them to be consulted regarding the proposed drilling program (Event ID 2712).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 147) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Eurobodalla Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 147; 148). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 147; 148). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Eurobodalla Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Eurobodalla Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Eurobodalla Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Eurobodalla Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

147 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

148 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2712 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 1/08/2023. 
Individual confirmed during telephone call that it would not be necessary for the individual to be consulted regarding the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2711 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a phone call on 1 August 2023.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Individual’s organisation decision to opt-out of relevant person consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• How to opt back into the consultation process, if necessary. 
• Explanation of the importance of consultation with relevant persons in developing and reviewing Environmental Plans. 
• Information about how consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan unless advised otherwise. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3320 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288  22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



District Council of Robe– ORG ID 108 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 District Council of Robe was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 District Council of Robe was identified via Desktop Research. 
 District Council of Robe is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): District Council of Robe is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. District Council of Robe is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided District Council of Robe with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. District Council of Robe engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on District Council of Robe’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 138; 139; 2714), telephone call (Event ID 2715) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). District Council of Robe engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via outgoing 
telephone call and advised of the possibility of opting out of the consultation process for the proposed drilling program (Event ID 2715). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication or 
advice regarding on District Council of Robe’s consultation status. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 138) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to District Council of Robe to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 138; 139). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 138; 139). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
District Council of Robe received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to District Council of Robe between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed District Council of Robe to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, District Council of Robe raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

138 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

139 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

498 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
  
Summary of information received: 
• Individual is on leave until 6 March 2023. 
• Contact details for two colleagues to be contacted in case of urgent matters. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2714 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a phone conversation with receptionist on 1 August 2023. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Previous correspondences sent to the organisation’s representatives have not been responded to. 
• Consultation period has been extended to 3 September 2023. 
• Organisation has an option to opt-out of being a relevant organisation and receiving information or consultation from COP if they choose. 
• Contact details for further information or to opt-out. 
 
Attached: 
• Original letter to individual from COP regarding the commencement of the preparation of an Environmental Plan for the Otway exploration drilling 
program.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• The Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans – information for the community complied by NOPSEMA. 

2758 1/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2715 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 1/08/2023. 

• Individual’s receptionist commented on the possibility of wanting to opt-out of information and consultation process. 
• COP team member confirmed who best to send information regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



Glenelg Shire Council– ORG ID 109 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Glenelg Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Glenelg Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Glenelg Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Glenelg Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. Glenelg Shire Council is a Local Council located within planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Glenelg Shire Council resulted in meaningful outcomes, such as advice on cultural values and insights into consultation with commercial fishers associated in 
the area. Measures were included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made 
subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including advertising the proposed drilling program via their suggested media outlet.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Glenelg Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 783; 4511; 51; 558; 4482; 4496; 571; 4498; 3372; 5301), telephone call 
(Event ID(s) 1528; 1529; 1539; 63; 1564), virtual meeting (Event ID 2575) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
Glenelg Shire Council engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via a specified correspondence address (Event ID 1530). Glenelg Shire Council participated in a meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia to 
discuss the proposed drilling program and directed that their consultation needs would be less than other locations but requested ongoing consultation (Event ID 2575). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to 
provide Glenelg Shire Council with project updates via campaign email correspondence. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion and concern, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 783) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Glenelg Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 783; 4511; 51). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 783; 4511; 51). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Glenelg Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Glenelg Shire Council between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 99 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Glenelg Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Glenelg Shire Council raised 2 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1434 2575 Relevant person indicated that consultation needs for certain locations 
would be less compared to eastern locations. They also noted that the 
council has a high interest in activities closer to home, such as offshore 
renewables. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded directly in meeting on 24/03/2023 and provided overview of 
arrangements in place with key fishing associations to also support consultation - however, fishers 
can choose to consult directly if they prefer (Event ID: 2575; Document ID: 2651). 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

119 2575, 3372 Relevant person recommended that advertising occur through the 
Portland Observer 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites any and all information on how 
we can continue to improve our consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially 
affected by the proposed activities to help inform the EP.  
We thank you for this feedback and have taken it on board, and have since been advertising in the 
Portland Observer when promoting community information sessions or other information pertaining 
to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the region. 

 
 
 
 
 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia's response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1051 2575 Claim Relevant person confirmed that ongoing consultation 
should focus on impacts to commercial fishers and 
Traditional Owners, and managing spill risks in 
alignment with the municipal emergency response 
plan. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

In the same meeting ConocoPhillips Australia 
committed to continuing to engage around 
impacts to commercial fishers and Traditional 
Owners and risks associated with accidental 
spills during the development of the 
Environment Plan and consequently shared 
Information Sheets on these, and other topics 
with the relevant person (EVENT IDs: 1205, 1414, 
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 
5155, 5175, 5247). 

N/A 

1050 2575 Claim Relevant person highlighted the Gunditjmara cultural 
values associated with Lady Julia Percy Island and the 
Convincing Ground, and recommended contacting 
the new Chief Executive Officer at Gunditjmara 
Aboriginal Cooperative. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Information about cultural significance of Deen 
Maar and the Convincing ground has been 
taken into consideration in the description of 
the cultural environment in EP Section 4.8, 
which inform the cultural values and sensitivites 
evaluated in the impact and risk assessments.  

N/A 

 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
783 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1528 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual however there was no answer. Team member left voice message request for individual to call back. 
1529 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to another individual at organisation however there was no answer. Team member left voice message request for individual to call 

back. 
1530 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence received on 09/02/2023. Team member spoke with 

individual who conveyed relevant stakeholder is no longer at the organisation.  
 
• Individual provided new contact information for stakeholder.  



4511 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

63 21/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Missed call from individual in response to project notice. Left voicemail noting that organisation would like to organise 
a meeting.  

1564 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation to follow up on project notice email sent 09/02/2023. Spoke with individual who was not at their 
computer but does remember receiving the email.  
 
• Team offered to send the email again and individual accepted.  
• Individual confirmed their email address and noted they will respond to email later.  

51 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

65 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual thanking and confirming receipt of email and attachments received from COP on 21/02/2023 regarding the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

532 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team requesting a response the voicemail they left on 21/02/2023 about arranging a meeting between 
their organisation and the COP team.  
 
• Individual requested a telephone call to discuss possible dates and times for meeting.  

558 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to voicemail left on 27/02/2023 requesting a meeting between organisation and COP team. 
 
• COP team enquired about individuals preferred dates and times and suggested an hour for the initial briefing led by organisation.  

4482 7/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to their availability as sent on 07/03/2023 selecting a day and date for meeting. 
570 7/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to 06/03/2023 email sent by COP regarding their availability for a meeting.  

 
• Individual provided available dates and times for meeting.  
• Individual noted when the COP team selected a preferred date to let the individual know and they will send a calendar invitation to the COP team. 

4484 7/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email from COP team on 07/03/23 with preferred meeting date. 
 
• Individual confirmed they will send a calendar invitation shortly and requested the names and email addresses of required attendees to include in 
the invite.  
• Individual also requested details on whether the meeting will be conducted remotely or in person.  

4496 7/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAL: To individual from COP team in response to the individual’s request on 07/03/23 for meeting attendee information. COP team 
member provided the name and contact details for another COP team member who would be also attending the upcoming meeting with the 
individual 



4499 7/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email from COP team sent on 07/03/23 confirming that a virtual meeting would work.  
• Individual confirmed that they sent a meeting invite with a virtual meeting link to COP team. 

571 7/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team thanking them for providing calendar invite and noting that COP team is happy to join via MS Teams 
meeting. 

4498 7/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  to individual in response to their email of 07/03/23 stating where offices are based and that the COP team is happy to travel to 
organisation for a face-to-face meeting or MS teams meeting. Requested the meeting preference of stakeholders. 

2575 24/03/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: regarding Otway drilling program and Environmental Plan development. Individual queried reason for consultation. Stakeholder 
queried reason for consultation. Team provided: 
 
• A discussion on the intent of consultation 
• An overview of intent in relation to new permit area 
• An overview of proposed exploration project and EP approvals process 
• An overview of preliminary impact and risk assessment  
• Overview of arrangements with key fishing associations 
 
Stakeholder stated: 
 
• their consultation needs would be less than other locations but advised for ongoing consultation and advised of cultural values associated with area.  
• contacting other relevant persons and recommended advertising and provided details of individual who could facilitate this.  
• that key areas of consultation should address impacts to commercial fishers and Traditional Owners and risks associated with the activity.   

937 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team with information about upcoming Community Information Sessions regarding the proposed 
Otway Basin Drilling Exploration Program.  
• Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback. 
• Provided locations and times of the sessions being held.  
• Provided link to location details.  

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 



• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

4478 19/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3372 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email from COP team to individual with formal letter attached in response to their objections and claims. COP team member 
provided offer to discuss information further and included the COP team's contact information. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 



located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 



 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5300 16/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP asking if COP had provided any public comments with regards to recent organisations motions. Individual 
also asked if the COP team had done any presentations to specific organisations refuting claims made by other relevant persons. 

5301 18/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual replying to previous query sent on 16/04/24 regarding any public comments received in relation to recent 
organisation motions.  
• Noted that COP team could not provide specific information regarding engagement but that comprehensive briefings had been held as well as an 
opportunity for organisations to raise issues on behalf of their members.  
• Stated that the EP was now under assessment with NOPSEMA and that COP team had provided comprehensive responses to public comments 
received during the public comment period in the Titleholder's Report.  
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 14 'What we heard during the public comment period'.  
Offered a meeting with organisation representatives. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Surf Coast Shire Council– ORG ID 110 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Surf Coast Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Surf Coast Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Surf Coast Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Surf Coast Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Surf Coast Shire council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Surf Coast Shire Council resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and addressed the concern regarding the impact of the activity in the Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment 
(PEIRA). 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Surf Coast Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 117; 118; 650; 962; 966; 2729; 3317; 5470), and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).). Surf Coast Shire Council provided their preferred communication channel directly to 
ConocoPhillips Australia and advised that they were interested in the proposed drilling project and being consulted as a relevant person (Event ID 649). Surf Coast Shire Council expressed that they were opposed 
to the proposed exploration drilling activity and advised that would contact ConocoPhillips Australia directly in the event of any questions. (Event ID 649; 1802). ConocoPhillips Australia has not received any 
incoming engagements from Surf Coast Shire post-first submission. However, ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to provide Surf Coast Shire Council with project update correspondence via campaign email. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 117) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Surf Coast Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 117; 118). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 117; 118). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 962; 966; 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Surf Coast Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Surf Coast Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Surf Coast Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Surf Coast Shire Council raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

15 649, 2729 Objection Relevant person 
stated that on 27 
July 2021 the Council 
passed a motion 
opposing all new oil 
and gas exploration, 
development and 
seismic testing in the 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Please be advised that statements of fundamental objection to 
oil and gas activity or industry are irrelevant to NOPSEMA's 
decision-making criteria and will not be considered. As such, 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not provide commentary in 
response to such claims or objections. 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
06/A782856.pdf  
 

Inform relevant persons of NOPSEMAs guidance. 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Otway Basin which 
remains the 
Council's position 
and has been 
communicated with 
relevant persons and 
bodies. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by 
the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia 
has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that the petroleum activities are carried out in a manner that is 
consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable 
development as set out in section 3A of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that 
reduces the environmental impacts and risks associated with 
them to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also 
ensuring that any remaining environmental  
impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are 
critical to the protection of the marine environment and marine 
ecosystems from negative impacts associated with offshore 
petroleum activities.  
NOPSEMA has undertaken to provided clarity and transparency 
around what they will take into consideration when assessing 
and deciding to accept an Environment Plan for an offshore 
petroleum activity. We recommend that you review NOPSEMAs 
Guidance on having your say: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
06/A782856.pdf, particularly as it relates to information that is 
irrelevant to NOPSEMAs decision making. Please find attached 
information on impacts and risks associated with ConocoPhillips 
Australia's proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  " 

16 649, 
2729, 
5470 

Claim Relevant person 
expressed concern 
regarding the impact 
oil and gas 
exploration has on 
all receptors, 
including its 
contribution to 
climate change. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to expand the 
assessment of impacts on the Great Ocean Road and scenic 
environs National Heritage Place. These impacts are associated 
with the potential visibility of proposed activities, and changes in 
ambient lighting associated with routine navigation/ safety 
lighting and short-duration flaring during drill stem tests (DSTs).  
EP Sections 6.2 (Interference with Other Costal and Marine 
Users) and 6.4 (Light Emissions) now explicitly address the 
National Heritage management principles and demonstrate that 
the activity will not be inconsistent with these. An overview of 
this assessment has been provided below. 
Visual Amenity Impact Assessment: 
The extent to which coastal recreation and tourism and the 
national heritage listed Great Ocean Road and scenic environs 

ConocoPhillips Australia will complete the assessment of 
impacts and risks associated with the proposed exploration 
program on the environment, including (amongst other 
things) people and communities, the heritage value of 
places, and their social and cultural features, which may be 
affected by the proposed exploration program. We will 
communicate preliminary and detailed impact and risk 
assessments to inform consultation.  We will work with 
relevant persons to  identify mitigation and management 
measures and demonstrate that the proposed exploration 
program can be carried out in a manner that is consistent 
with the principles of ecologically sustainable development 
(ESD, set out in the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999; and that the environmental impacts 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

are likely to be affected by the visibility of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU, drill rig, rig) and support vessels when in 
close proximity to the coastline during different operations has 
been assessed through Photomontage and Zones of Theoretical 
Visibility (ZTV) analysis (EP Appendix H).  
Seabed survey and support vessels are not predicted to be 
distinguishable from other marine traffic. Components of the 
MODU may be visible including the derrick (elevated structure in 
the centre of the MODU) and the deck, including the flare boom. 
Worst-case impacts are predicted where the activity occurs 
closest to coastal locations. Although the closest possible drilling 
location within the VIC/P79-North operational area is 
approximately 20 km from the coast at Port Fairy, the worst-case 
scenario was assessed to be the presence of the MODU adjacent 
to Deen Maar given the strong spiritual and visual connection 
associated with this Island, as described in EP Section 4.8.2.2. The 
photomontages shown in Figure 6-20 (below) provide a 
representation of the simulated views from Yambuk Lookout 
(26.6 km from the closest point of the operational area) and the 
Crags Scenic Spot (24.8 km from the closest point of the 
operational area) on Eastern Maar and Gunditjmara Country.  
 
IMAGE - SIMULATED VIEW OF CLOSEST POSSIBLE LOCATION OF 
THE MODU TO DEEN MAAR FROM YAMBUK LOOKOUT 
 
IMAGE – SIMULATED VIEW OF THE CLOSEST POSSIBLE 
LOCATION OF THE MODU TO DEEN MAAR FROM THE CRAGS 
SCENIC SPOT 
 
For locations within VIC/P79 (both North and South) greater 
than 24.8 km from the coast at similar elevations, the visibility of 
the MODU would be less than that shown in Figure 6-20. 
Visibility would decrease with increased distance from the coast, 
would be affected by weather conditions and would be 
comparable to shipping traffic within the region.  
The tip of the derrick could be visible from the James Irvine 
Monument, Lord Street Lookout the 12 Apostles, and the Cape 
Otway Lighthouse which are located along the National Heritage 
listed Great Ocean Road and scenic environs, for up to a 
maximum of 6 exploration wells, if all wells are in the northern 
half of the operational areas.  The visibility of the derrick would 
be significantly less than that shown in Figure 6-20 for these 
locations given the distance of the VIC/P79-South operational 
area being 36 km from the coastline. Visibility would decrease 
with increased distance from the coast, would be affected by the 
prevailing weather conditions and would be comparable to 

and risks of the activity will be reduced as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP) and will be of an acceptable level.  



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

historical drilling activities in closer proximity to the coast and 
shipping traffic within the region.  The duration of impacts to 
visual amenity in this scenario would be limited to a minimum of 
180 days and a maximum of 540 days (worst-case assuming all 
wells took the maximum duration to complete), and would be 
further reduced by weather events affecting visibility. 
Based on the worst-case impacts relevant to the Great Ocean 
Road and scenic environs, an assessment of consistency with the 
National Heritage Management Principles is provided below: 
• The proposed activity will not affect the national 
heritage management objectives to protect, conserve, present 
and transmit to all generations the National Heritage Values. The 
EP provides for short-duration exploration activities with no 
long-term or irreversible impacts on the principle or aesthetic 
characteristics or social and tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
used best available knowledge, skill and standards to evaluate 
impacts, using photomontage and ZTV analysis, and has 
incorporated feedback from relevant persons consultation and 
public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
respected heritage values and sought to integrate 
Commonwealth, State and local government responsibilities 
through relevant persons consultation. 
• The proposed activity will not affect the use and 
presentation of the national heritage place. The EP provides for 
short-duration exploration activities with no long-term or 
irreversible impacts on the principle or aesthetic characteristics 
or social and tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
made appropriate provision for relevant persons consultation 
and has incorporated feedback from public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
made appropriate provision for relevant persons consultation 
with First Nations groups and individuals as detailed in Chapter 
3. 
The extent to which coastal recreation and tourism and National 
Heritage values are likely to be affected by the visibility of the 
MODU derrick at these locations is assessed as Minor (C2), based 
on: 
• The worst-case scenario could see the tip of the derrick 
being visible from a number of locations along the Victorian 
coastline for a period of 180-540 days. 
• Impacts to the principal and aesthetic characteristics of 
the Great Ocean Road and scenic environs are predicted to be 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

limited to intermittent visibility of the tip of the derrick from 
some locations along the Great Ocean Road and Great Ocean 
Walk during this time.      
• Impacts to the social and tourism value of the Great 
Ocean Road and scenic environs are predicted to be small-scale 
given the limited visibility, limited duration of the activity and 
fully recoverable nature of visual amenity on completion and 
demobilisation of the MODU from the area.  
• The visibility of the derrick would be significantly less 
than that shown in Figure 6-20 for the majority of locations given 
the distances from the coastline. 
• Visibility would be reduced by the prevailing weather 
conditions within the region.  
• Visibility would be comparable to historical drilling 
activities and shipping traffic within the region.   
• The activity is not inconsistent with the National 
Heritage Management Principles. 
 
Light Emission Impact Assessment: 
The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive 
consultation, the completion of environmental assessments 
across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and 
consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the 
scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of 
the feedback received and as a result of the maturation of 
subsurface data.   
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that 
can now be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Consequently, the 
number of Drill Stem Tests (DSTs) required that involve flaring for 
both VIC/P79 North and South, has been reduced from 6 to a 
maximum of 3 (AL#4 – VIC/P79-North maximum of 1 potential 
DST event; AL#5 VIC/P79-South maximum of 2 potential DST 
events. In addition, the duration of flaring associated with each 
DST has been reduced from 120 hours to 100 hours. The impacts 
associated with routine safety and navigation lighting and the 
light emissions from these four short-duration tests have been 
assessed in EP in Section 6.4 (Light emissions) and are 
summarised below. 
Navigational lighting is required on the deck and derrick of the 
MODU and on survey and support vessels to comply with 
maritime regulations and deck lighting is required to ensure safe 
operating conditions throughout the drilling campaign.  
A light assessment was conducted to determine: 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

• The distance that external facing lighting on the 
MODU and vessels, required for safe navigation and working 
conditions, and light from short-duration flaring may be visible – 
using line of sight modelling, and 
• The measurable change in ambient light conditions as 
a result of light emissions resulting from routine lighting and 
flaring – using light intensity (illuminance) modelling.  
The visible line of sight model predicted that navigation lights on 
the derrick (elevated structure on the MODU) could be visible by 
receptors up to 38 km away at sea level, and at potentially 
greater distances for receptors at elevations above sea level. The 
light intensity model predicted that a measurable change in 
ambient light would only extend 9 km from the MODU as a 
result of routine lighting, but that this would extend to 49 km 
during flaring. Based on these results, it was recommended that 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis be conducted to 
evaluate the visual impact of routine lighting and flaring on 
coastal locations, including those at different elevations, as 
described above in response to the Visual Amenity Impact 
Assessment.  
Light intensity and ZTV modelling predict that for operations 
within VIC/P79 (North and South) could result in: 
• Routine navigation lights on the derrick being visible 
from the James Irvine Monument, Lord Street Lookout, the 12 
Apostles, and the Cape Otway Lighthouse, which are located 
along the National Heritage listed Great Ocean Road and scenic 
environs, for up to a maximum of 6 exploration wells (AL#4 and 
AL#5).  
• The duration of impacts to visual amenity in this 
scenario would be limited to a minimum of 180 nights and a 
maximum of 540 nights (assuming all wells took the maximum 
duration to complete), and would be further reduced by weather 
events affecting visibility. 
• Visibility of routine lighting on the MODU and vessels 
would: 
o Decrease with increased distance from the coast  
o Be affected by the prevailing weather conditions 
o Be comparable to historical drilling activities in closer 
proximity to the coast and shipping traffic within the region, and   
o Result in light intensity levels comparable to the 
ambient light levels less than a moonless clear night sky (<0.001 
lux). 
• Flaring associated with each potential DST activity 
could be visible from locations along the Great Ocean Road 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 
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Feedback, objection 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
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Inclusion in Environment Plan 

including the Lord Street Lookout, Twelve Apostles and possibly 
the Cape Otway Lighthouse.  
• At each of the exploration wells where a flaring event 
may occur, the initial activity would commence in daylight, 
reducing the visibility of the events, and would then continue 
intermittently for the minimum time required to complete the 
testing program (up to a maximum of 100 hours of flaring per 
well). The light intensity levels along the Victorian coast at night 
during flaring would be comparable to the ambient light levels 
less than a quarter moon (<0.01 lux). 
Based on the of worst-case impacts associated with visibility of 
routine navigation and operational lights and visibility of the flare 
relevant to the Great Ocean Road and scenic environs, an 
assessment of consistency with the National Heritage 
Management Principles is provided below: 
• The proposed activity will not affect the national 
heritage management objectives to protect, conserve, present 
and transmit to all generations the National Heritage Values. The 
EP provides for short-duration exploration activities, including 
limited short-duration flaring, with no long-term or irreversible 
impacts on the principle or aesthetic characteristics or social and 
tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
used best available knowledge, skill and standards to evaluate 
impacts, using ZTV analysis and light modelling, and has 
incorporated feedback from relevant persons consultation and 
public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
respected heritage values and sought to integrate 
Commonwealth, State and local government responsibilities 
through relevant persons consultation. 
• The proposed activity will not affect the use and 
presentation of the national heritage place. The EP provides for 
short-duration exploration activities, including limited short-
duration flaring, with no long-term or irreversible impacts on the 
principle or aesthetic characteristics or social and tourism values. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
made appropriate provision for relevant persons consultation 
and has incorporated feedback from public comment. 
• The assessment process for the proposed activity has 
made appropriate provision for relevant persons consultation 
with First Nations groups and individuals as detailed in Chapter 
3. 
The extent to which coastal communities and National Heritage 
values are likely to be affected by the visibility of routine 
navigation and operational lights on the MODU, and the visibility 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback 
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Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
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Inclusion in Environment Plan 

of short-duration (100 hours per well) intermittent flaring at 1-2 
exploration wells (the maximum visible from any one location) is 
assessed as Minor (C2), based on: 
• The worst-case scenario could see routine navigation 
and operational lighting on the MODU being visible from a 
number of locations along the Victorian coastline for a period of 
180-540 days, and the flare, when flaring, being visible for up to 
100 hours from a maximum of 1-2 wells depending on location 
along the coast, prevailing weather conditions and time of day. 
• Impacts to the principal and aesthetic characteristics of 
the Great Ocean Road and scenic environs are predicted to be 
limited to intermittent visibility of navigation and operational 
lighting and short-duration flaring from some locations along 
the Great Ocean Road and Great Ocean Walk during this time.      
• Impacts to the social and tourism value of the Great 
Ocean Road and scenic environs are predicted to be small-scale 
given the limited visibility, limited duration of the activities and 
fully recoverable nature of visual amenity and ambient light on 
completion and demobilisation of the MODU from the area.  
• Visibility of routine lighting and the flare when flaring 
would be reduced by the prevailing weather conditions within 
the region, and would be comparable to historical drilling and 
flaring activities and shipping traffic within the region.   
• Illuminance from flaring at the closest possible 
locations in VIC/P79 to the Great Ocean Road would be 
comparable to natural ambient light levels of less than a quarter 
moon (0.01 lux). 
• The activity is not inconsistent with the National 
Heritage Management Principles. 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity 
should be expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, 
refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities.   

156 649, 2729 Objection Relevant person 
requested that the 
Council's opposition 
to seismic testing 
and oil and gas 
development in the 
Otway Basin is noted 
in consultation 
records. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has noted the Surf Coast Shire Council’s 
opposition to oil and gas development.  

NIL 

 
 

 



Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
117 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

118 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

488 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
487 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence: 

 
Summary of information received: 
 
• Mentioned that individual aimed to respond within three working days. 
• Provided several ways to contact individual’s organisation. 

649 16/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 27 February 2023. Individual on behalf of organisation expressed their concerns about Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information received: 
 
• Their interest in current and proposed seismic testing and oil and gas development in the Otway Basin. 
• Their interest in being consulted as a relevant person. 
• Their concerns about potential negative impacts of gas exploration and development on environment, local economy, Traditional Owners, and local 
communities, especially in the face of climate change. 
• Their opposition to all new oil and gas exploration and development and seismic testing in the Otway Basin. 
• Their preference for consultation via email. They want to receive information and update via email, and they will contact COP team if needed.  
• Their commitment in addressing climate change. 
 
Individual requested that their opposition to seismic testing and oil and gas development in the Otway Basin be noted in the consultation record for the 
Environment Plan. 

650 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of 16 March 2023. COP team member thanked the individual for their feedback and response to the 
ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  



 
Summary of information provided: 
 
• The COP team member advised that the individual’s position on behalf of the organisation they represent will be noted in COPs consultation log for relevant 
persons and submitted to NOPSEMA as part of our environment plan.  
• The COP team member affirmed the individual’s preferred consultation approach as email.  
• The COP team member promised to continue to share information and project updates as they were available.  
• The COP team member provided their direct contact details and advised that the individual could reach out to them directly if they had any questions. 

677 21/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 20 March 2023. Individual thanked COP team member for consulting with them and keeping them 
informed about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The individual stated they would be in touch if they had any questions. 

962 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm. 
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1799 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
966 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 

meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1802 17/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of an organisation in response to email sent by COP team on 13/04/2024 regarding upcoming Webinar. 
 
Summary of information received: 
 



• Individual advised they received the email about the upcoming community information sessions. 
• Individual advised they will not be able to attend in person but appreciate being included on the email consultation list. 
• Individual advised that they would contact if they have any further questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values 
and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2729 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team member in response to an email the individual sent COP on 16/03/2024 opposing the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
 
Attached: 
 
• A formal response from COP to the objections and claims raised by the individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment. 
 
The COP team member offered to discuss the information in more detail and advised that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published 
with the Environment Plan, unless otherwise requested by the individual. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3317 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 



reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5470 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
- Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation. 
- Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through 
consultation, and the maturation of subsurface data.   
- Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
- Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have been 
updated.  
- Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
- Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  



5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Australian Marine Conservation Society – ORG ID 111 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Australian Marine Conservation Society was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Australian Marine Conservation Society was identified via an email from Australian Marine Conservation Society to our project email (ID 4101) and following a review of relevant persons consulted as part 

of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Australian Marine Conservation Society is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Australian Marine Conservation Society is an Australian environmental not-for-profit organisation, founded in 1965. It works on protecting the health and vitality of 
Australia's coasts and oceans. Australian Marine Conservation Society advised that they are Australia's only national charity dedicated exclusively to protecting ocean wildlife and their homes. Australian Marine 
Conservation Society is a relevant organisation whose functions, interests and activities include monitoring potential impacts of activities of marine wildlife within the environment that may be affected by 
activities. Australian Marine Conservation Society has functions, interests or activities in the EMBA. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the important work that the Australian Marine Conservation Society does to protect marine ecosystems and ocean wildlife. The level of information required by Australian 
Marine Conservation Society to make an informed assessment about the impact of the activity on their functions, interests and activities was high—with extensive consultation that resulted in many feedback(s) 
received from Australian Marine Conservation Society, and responses and information provided by ConocoPhillips Australia. This process was suited to Australian Marine Conservation Society as they had many 
questions and concerns. Australian Marine Conservation Society acknowledged that they are ‘deeply advocating for the cessation of offshore oil and gas’ (Event ID 1655) and communication was conducted 
through its ‘Oil and Gas Campaign Manager’. With a fundamental objection to any gas projects, agreements were not able to be reached across all aspects of consultation or environmental management with 
Australian Marine Conservation Society, however, the consultation did result in mutually beneficial outcomes to better protect marine life, including multiple inclusions and revisions to the Environment Plan. Over 
the nine-month period leading up to the submission of the Environment Plan for public comment (and the period of time beyond this) ConocoPhillips Australia provided Australian Marine Conservation Society 
with transparent, accurate and relevant information, and addressed all feedback openly, which included making the draft Environment Plan Chapters available prior to the public comment period.  
 

Consultation Process 
In initial correspondence on 03 March 2023 (Event ID 4101), ConocoPhillips Australia received direction from Australian Marine Conservation Society to be included in all consultation and notification processes for 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. ConocoPhillips Australia also offered to arrange a meeting with Australian Marine Conservation Society to understand how they would like to be consulted and the type 
and form of information that should be provided throughout our Environment Plan development process and any additional information that they would like to receive (Event ID 547). The first meeting with 
Australian Marine Conservation Society took place on 04 May 2023 (Event ID 1655). ConocoPhillips Australia also accommodated Australian Marine Conservation Society’s request for a joint consultation meeting 
with CGG (Regia), and a subsequent meeting on 18 October 2023 (Event ID 4175) at which time a broad range of questions were answered, and further provided in writing (Event IDs: 4132, 4270). In addition to 
this information, there were further questions addressed in email correspondence during the consultation period (as shown in the feedback tables below). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 22 assertion(s) and concern(s) related to the consultation process, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 547). 
 
Public comment period   
Australian Marine Conservation Society were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) in two emails in November 
2023 (Event IDs: 4858, 4392). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective 
comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Australian Marine Conservation Society that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed 
how they could access it.  
 
Australian Marine Conservation Society arranged a petition for members of the public to submit (Event ID 4879), which resulted in 7620 public comment submissions (via the Australian Marine Conservation 
Society petition) during the public comment process. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia also received 3 individual public comment submissions from Australian Marine Conservation Society (Event IDs: 4935, 
4939, 4956), with 84 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below. Responses to these public comments are shown in the tables below 
and in Event ID 5121 (OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from ConocoPhillips Australia to individual in response to public comment submission. Formal response letter attached to email from ConocoPhillips Australia to 
individual in response to their public comment). 
 



Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)    
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Australian Marine Conservation Society including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued email correspondence answering 
specific questions and providing regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485, 6288). Australian Marine Conservation Society emailed with 
questions relating to the completeness check, approval status and when resubmission would occur with NOPSEMA (Event IDs 4661, 5286, 5351, 5486, 5494, 5540), which was responded to by ConocoPhillips 
Australia (Event IDs: 4823, 5295, 5411, 5487, 5495, 5541). ConocoPhillips Australia also shared webinar information (Event IDs 4823, 5178), which was attended on 21 March 2023 (Event ID 5239). ConocoPhillips 
Australia also requested a copy of the public comment submission that was made to NOPSEMA (Event ID 4904), which was provided by Australian Marine Conservation Society (Event ID 4905). Further 
consultation included answering specific questions (Event IDs: 5349, 5350, 5468, 5525, 5529, 6238, 6267).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Australian Marine Conservation Society to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of the information provided included:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 547). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 547). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 547, 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event IDs: 4136, 3079, 3183) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to Australian Marine Conservation Society with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Seismic surveys (Event IDs: 1655, 4102). 
 Control measures for marine species, including marine mammals (Event IDs: 1655, 4270). 
 Seabed survey and drilling sites (and in relation to the Apollo Marine Park and Zeehan Marine Park) (Event IDs: 1655, 4175, 4270). 
 Co-design of the consultation process and input into modelling work (Event ID 1655).  
 Inclusions in the Environment Plan for potential risks of unplanned events, the assessment of potential consequences and associated control measures (Event ID 1655). 
 Fauna observations that will be undertaken during the activity (Event ID 1655). 
 Notification processes during an emergency event (Event ID 1655). 
 Atmospheric emissions associated with exploration activities and Australian Government Safeguard Mechanism offsetting requirements (Event ID 1655). 
 Decommissioning processes for exploration (Event ID 1655). 
 Information on the consultation pause and relevant persons consultation process continuing beyond public comment (Event IDs: 4073, 4175). 
 Information on potential changes to the operational area (Event ID 4175). 
 Maritime control measures (Event ID 4270). 
 Methodology for combining activities to be assessed (Event ID 4270). 
 Managing risks and mitigating impacts to biodiversity (Event ID 4270). 
 Vessel and MODU operating procedures (Event ID 4270). 
 Impact and risk assessment methodology (Event ID 4270). 
 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from the Australian Marine Conservation Society. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Australian Marine Conservation Society received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 252 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to Australian Marine Conservation Society between 03 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 98 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s) in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1):  
 12 July 2023 (Event ID 4132): Response to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing that were received on 11 May 2023. 
 25 and 26 July 2023 (Event IDs: 2601, 2610): Response to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing that were received on 14 July 2023. 
 25 October 2023 (Event ID 4270): Response to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing that were received on 22 September 2023 
 09 November 2023 (Event ID 4658): Response to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing that were received on 19 October 2023. 
 22 February 2023 (Event ID 5121): Response to specific questions and feedback(s) in writing, raised during public comment. 
 04 July 2024 (Event ID 5473): An additional revised response was provided following public comment period and narrowing and refinement of the activity.  
 
In many instances, Australian Marine Conservation Society asked questions that had been answered in previous communications. In these instances, ConocoPhillips Australia directed Australian Marine 
Conservation Society to the previous responses provided. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Australian Marine Conservation Society to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
For Australian Marine Conservation Society, the reasonable period was extended beyond 30 days (as demonstrated above) and, at the time of submission, dialogue with Australian Marine Conservation Society 
reached a point where meaningful consultation was no longer occurring, as evidenced by the predominance of recurring issues being raised and their fundamental advocacy for the cessation of all offshore gas 
projects. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Australian Marine Conservation Society raised 54 objection(s) and claim(s); as well as 6 statement(s), 14 request(s), and 10 question(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

69 1655, 1637 Relevant person stated that ConocoPhillips Australia 
is required to tick a box (for consultation) and that 
they are helping with the operators paperwork. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided a copy of NOPSEMA "Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans: 
Information for the community" in the June 2023 Project Update. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

70 2450, 2601 Relevant person provided feedback that the 30-day 
public comment period is not enough time to 
provide meaningful consultation. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is preparing to release draft Environment Plan chapters which will represent the provision of 
sufficient information. We are also preparing to extend the consultation timeframe in response to feedback from the 
consultation process. We will be providing information on this extension to all relevant persons in the next project 
update, which we will send to the AMCS. Regarding your concern that AMCS will not be given sufficient time to digest 
and provide meaningful consultation on this information, we request advice on what ‘adequate time’ for the review of 
sufficient information looks like for AMCS.    

465 4658, 4358 Relevant person suggested it would be appropriate 
to extend consultation on the basis that a consultant 
supporting the process had delayed the consultation 
period for another project they are working on.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has been undertaking its own consultation process and is occasionally supported in this effort 
by a number of consultants. Consultation was initially undertaken in collaboration with the titleholder for another 
regional project with the aim of reducing the consultation burden on relevant persons. However, during consultation 
we were advised that this was causing confusion, and we subsequently ceased all collaborative consultation efforts.  
 
In your letter dated 19/09/23 (Doc ID: 3456), received via email on 22/09/23 (Event ID: 3785), you stated "We will 
require 5 to 6 weeks to review these more recently released chapters to enable us to meaningfully respond to your 
consultation request for refining an EP to submit NOPSEMA for completeness check." We met with the AMCS on 
18/10/23 and received feedback from the AMCS on the remaining chapters via email on 19/10/23 (Event ID: 4153; Doc 
ID: 3871 dated 18/10/23).  Our responses to this further feedback are set out herein and we advise you that we consider 
pre-submission consultation with the AMCS is now complete. 

466 4658, 4358 Relevant person requested ConocoPhillips Australia 
restart the relevant persons consultation process. 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s view is that consultation in preparation of the EP is complete.  

1109 4153 Relevant person expressed disappointment that the 
meeting did not address their intended questions 
due to time constraints and a focus on the difference 
between relevant persons consultation and public 
comment process. They reiterated their 
understanding of the difference and stated their 
intent was to gain clarity on elements of the draft EP 
relevant to their standing as relevant persons. They 
proposed to follow up with their questions in writing. 

Regarding relevant person claims about meeting outcomes and the provision of written responses, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to engage in meaningful, codesigned consultation, has made considerable efforts to meet 
with relevant persons as requested, and has invited consultants to support consultation, with extensive evidence of 
consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D.  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided comprehensive and timely responses to the feedback raised by relevant 
persons, and changes were made to the EP in relation to a number of the objections and claims received, as 
summarised in EP Appendix C.  

1116 4175 Relevant person expressed frustration over the lack of 
specific responses to questions about the 
Environmental Plan (EP), despite having had eight 
months to prepare. They emphasized the need for 
detailed information. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded in the meeting to explain the purpose of this meeting. It was clarified that the 
purpose was to discuss the two streams of consultation. Both parties agreed to move forward with specific questions in 
writing (Event ID 4175, Document ID 3882) 

1117 4175 Relevant person decided to conclude the discussion, 
noting that another individual was not prepared to 
answer the questions. They also stated that this 
would be recorded and followed up later. 

ConocoPhillips Australia disagreed with the assertion, noting relevant person is not providing opportunity to respond. 
Agreed with relevant person that to move forward questions can be asked in written form (Event ID 4175, Document ID 
3882) 

1118 4175 Relevant person from AMCS expressed their 
engagement and communication efforts, including 
sending letters with specific requests. They have 
specific questions about the EP and if these cannot 
be addressed in the current meeting, they are willing 
to send them in a letter for further discussion and 
feedback. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded in the meeting in agreeance with the process moving forward to have these 
questions addressed via email. Event ID 4175 on 18/10/2023. 

1126 4507 Relevant person expressed dissatisfaction with the 
consultation process, stating that their questions 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with these claims and notes that responses to all objections, claims and 
questions received during consultation were provided to relevant persons, as summarised in EP Appendix C. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

about specific areas of the draft EP were not 
adequately addressed. They believe the consultation 
is incomplete and that they have not been provided 
with comprehensive and understandable information. 

 
Given that responses to all relevant person objections, claims and questions were provided, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these comments. 

1221 5494 Relevant person expressed frustration over the lack of 
sufficient information from the company, even on 
basic matters such as the resubmission date of an EP. 
They emphasized the struggle to engage as relevant 
persons due to the lack of comprehensive and 
comprehensible information. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded by email in Event ID 5495 on 16/07/2024 to advise when the EP was resubmitted, 
and that assessment has resumed. 

1448 4175 The relevant person expressed dissatisfaction with the 
lack of requirement to specify well locations in the EP, 
considering it a significant failure in consultation. 

ConocoPhillips Australia facilitated a meeting on 18/10/2023 and responded directly to this question, explaining a 
precautionary approach had been adopted to allow for feedback during consultation to inform the environmental 
planning, regulations don’t require COP to specify drilling locations in EP, and environmental controls in the EP are 
based on worst-case scenario impacts across the entire operational area and not specific wellsite locations.  (Event ID: 
4175; Document ID: 3882). 

1449 4175 The relevant person criticized the consultation 
process, describing it as a 'managed' approach of 
'consultation washing' of a predetermined outcome. 
They expressed concerns about the lack of detailed 
information and the failure to meet the standards of 
Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC). They 
suggested that the process was merely a formality to 
tick the boxes of consultation and that the project 
would proceed regardless of cultural and 
environmental concerns. They proposed to move on 
to more substantive issues. 

ConocoPhillips Australia facilitated virtual meeting 18/10/23 (time stamp 9:51 onwards). ConocoPhillips Australia right of 
reply to claims, relevant person wished to move on to other questions, before terminating the call.  
(Event ID: 4175). 

1456 5347 The Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) 
expressed dissatisfaction with the consultation 
process for a project, stating that they have not been 
provided with sufficient information, such as drilling 
locations, to properly engage as relevant persons. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded in Event ID 5350 on 16/05/2024 advising the current progress of data analysis and 
plans to continue to update stakeholders of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

1512 3785, 4270 Relevant persons asserted that attempts to reduce 
the number of relevant persons consulted fails the 
requirements. 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with assertions related to attempts to minimise the number of relevant 
persons consulted with in preparation of the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to identify and consult with 
relevant persons within the environmental planning area that was informed by the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA) for the broadest possible extent of risks. 

1546 6291 This information is essential to allow AMCS to 
properly engage in the process and give meaningful 
comment on revisions to the EP before a final 
decision is taken by NOPSEMA. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes there is no requirement for relevant persons to "comment on revisions to the EP" which 
are subject to NOPSEMA's deliberative decision-making  process. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided updates on 
relevant  changes to the EP during the EP assessment process (Event IDs: 5483 and 6288) and has continued to engage 
with AMCS during this period, affording a reasonable opportunity to be consulted on any possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests, and activities over an extensive period of 640 days. 

1548 6291 Given the time of year and the upcoming holiday 
period, AMCS holds concerns that any decisions 
proposed to be taken by NOPSEMA during 
December or the first half of January inhibits AMCSʼs 
and other relevant personsʼ ability to respond to the 
EP and NOPSEMAʼs prospective decision. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes that relevant person Org ID: 111 previously requested extensions of time (e.g. FB ID: 661) 
and has had over 270 days to provide further feedback since NOPSEMA commenced assessment of the EP.  During this 
time, relevant person has submitted 16 emails (Event IDs: 5176, 5286, 5347, 5351, 5430, 5486, 5489, 5492, 5494, 5496, 
5523, 5528, 5540, 5545, 6237, 6243) and has submitted correspondence to NOPSEMA and cc'ed ConocoPhillips 
Australia (Event ID: 6291). ConocoPhillips Australia has provided comprehensive and timely responses to all objections 
and claims raised by this relevant person related to the adverse effects of the proposed activity to which the EP relates, 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

AMCS and many other relevant 
persons/organisations will have much of their staff on 
leave during this busy time, in addition to formal shut 
down periods, which will affect their capacity and 
resources to be able to effectively engage in the 
decision-making process. 

and has also provided updates related to any relevant changes to the EP during the assessment period (Event IDs: 
5483 and 6288), as summarised in EP Appendix C1.  
Note: The provision of information on financial arrangements, submission dates and timeframes for a decision by 
NOPSEMA is not a requirement under the OPGGS(E) Regulations, with the latter subject to a regulatory deliberative 
decision-making processes. 
 
Regarding AMCS' capacity and resources to be able to effectively engage in the decision-making process, as described 
in NOPSEMA's brochure Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans, 'titleholders are not required by law to 
obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons for their offshore petroleum activities to proceed; however, they 
are required to demonstrate in their environment plan how the concerns, objections or claims raised by relevant 
persons were considered and demonstrate that their response to that information was appropriate. NOPSEMA’s 
assessment and decision-making will consider if titleholders have adequately demonstrated in the environment plan 
that genuine consultation has taken place with relevant persons in accordance with regulations.' 

1549 6291 We consider that an insufficient opportunity for 
proper engagement by relevant persons goes to 
whether NOPSEMA is ʻableʼ to make a decision within 
the 30 day period for the purposes of regs 33(3)(b) 
and (8)(b) of the Environment Regulations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia reiterates our response as per FB ID 1546.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided updates on key changes to the EP during the EP assessment process (Event IDs: 
5483 and 6288) and has continued to consult with AMCS during this period, affording a reasonable opportunity to be 
consulted over 640 days, as described in detail in EP Appendix C1. 

1552 6291 Concerns regarding consultation process: AMCS is of 
the view that ConocoPhillips has failed to give AMCS 
sufficient information to allow it to make an informed 
assessment, having regard to revisions to the EP, of 
the possible consequences of the project on the 
functions, interests and activities of AMCS. 
Throughout correspondence, ConocoPhillips 
communication has been slow and evasive, often 
necessitating AMCS to send multiple follow-up 
emails to elicit a response. Additionally, 
ConocoPhillips has often refused to provide 
information, such as submission dates, that would 
assist AMCS to be able to engage in the consultation 
process. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the 
Environment Regulations. Formal consultation commenced in February 2023, with initial communications outlining the 
proposed approach to consultation, a consultation timeline and activity information. Simultaneous to this, 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook a significant advertising campaign and created an online consultation hub to 
support the identification of potentially relevant persons and to share information.  
ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 
August 2023 and communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant 
persons (EVENT ID 3181). 
In EP Appendix C1 - Consultation Summaries, ConocoPhillips Australia identified that the level of information required 
by AMCS to make an informed assessment about the impact of the activity on their FIAs was high—with extensive 
consultation that resulted in many feedbacks received from AMCS, and responses and information provided by 
ConocoPhillips Australia. This process was suited to AMCS as they had many questions and concerns. it is noted that 
consultation with this relevant person resulted in 127 consultation events (17 of which were project updates and other 
‘all relevant person’ communications and 51 of which were individual communications to this relevant person). These 
events are summarised the Event Log in EP Appendix C1 for this organisation (ORG ID: 111). During the course of 
consultation ConocoPhillips Australia documented and responded to all 55 objections and claims from this relevant 
person.  
Having regard to the assessment of the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia has provided updates on relevant changes to the 
EP (Event IDs 5483 and 6288) and responded to all items of correspondence from this relevant persons regarding their 
specific items of feedback post-initial submission, as demonstrated in Appendix C1.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that sufficient information was provided to allow the relevant person 
to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
and afforded them a reasonable period for the consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and 
feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program as detailed in EP Chapter 3 and Appendix C1.   
AMCS have acknowledged that they are ‘deeply advocating for the cessation of offshore oil and gas’ (Event ID 1655) 
and communication was conducted through its ‘Oil & Gas Campaign Manager’. With a fundamental objection to any 
gas projects, agreements were not able to be reached across all aspects of consultation or environmental management 
with AMCS, however, the consultation did result in mutually beneficial outcomes to better protect marine life, including 
multiple inclusions to the Environment Plan. Over the nine-month period leading up to the submission of the EP for 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

public comment (and the period of time beyond this) ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to provide AMCS with 
transparent and accurate information relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed activities, and addressed all 
objections and claims openly and in a timely manner, noting that some items of information requested required 
extensive responses or did not relate to the adverse effects of the proposed activity to which the Environment Plan (EP) 
relates, nor the regulatory requirements for consultation, and consequently were not provided.   
Note: The provision of information on financial arrangements, submission dates and timeframes for a decision by 
NOPSEMA is not a requirement under the OPGGS(E) Regulations, with the latter subject to a regulatory deliberative 
decision-making processes. 

1553 6291 In failing to advise AMCS of the date that it 
resubmitted the EP, ConocoPhillips has also failed to 
allow AMCS a reasonable period for consultation on 
revisions to the EP. AMCS has requested from 
ConocoPhillips in correspondence the date that it 
submitted the EP to NOPSEMA for the reasons 
outlined above, but was refused this information. A 
copy of this email chain is attached to this letter. 

Refer to FB ID: 1545, 1546, 1550. 
ConocoPhillips Australia understands that under section 39 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2023 (Environment Regulation) a titleholder may, in certain circumstances, be required to 
submit a revised Environment Plan (EP) under section 26 of the Environment Regulation.  
ConocoPhillips Australia, as a general rule, considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either 
raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or information to do so. 
Noting that it is an iterative process, reasonable time must be given to both the relevant person and ConocoPhillips 
Australia to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests. Based on feedback from relevant persons, 
including AMCS, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a 
second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation 
efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the EP for submission to NOPSEMA and public 
comment on 9 November 2023. For AMCS, the reasonable period was extended beyond 30 days (as demonstrated 
above) and, at the time of submission, dialogue with AMCS reached a point where meaningful consultation was no 
longer occurring, as evidenced by the predominance of recurring issues being raised and their fundamental advocacy 
for the cessation of all offshore gas projects. Despite this, ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to respond to 
correspondence from AMCS and has continued to provide updates on relevant changes to the EP (Event IDs 5483 and 
6288) and responded to all items of correspondence from this relevant persons regarding their specific items of 
feedback post-initial submission, as demonstrated in Appendix C1.   
Over the nine-month period leading up to the submission of the EP for public comment (and the period of time 
beyond this) ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to provide AMCS with transparent and accurate information 
relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed activities, and addressed all objections and claims openly and in a 
timely manner, noting that some items of information requested required extensive responses or did not relate to the 
adverse effects of the proposed activity to which the Environment Plan (EP) relates, nor the regulatory requirements for 
consultation, and consequently were not provided.   
Note: The provision of information on financial arrangements, submission dates and timeframes for a decision by 
NOPSEMA is not a requirement under the OPGGS(E) Regulations, with the latter subject to a regulatory deliberative 
decision-making processes. 

1554 6291 Concerns regarding consultation process: Because of 
ConocoPhillips approach, AMCS has been prevented 
from effectively engaging in consultation. For 
example, both ignoring or providing unclear 
response to emails sent to the nominated email 
contact querying the status of EP submission 
timelines, and issues with providing comprehensive 
and comprehensible information. 

Refer to Feedback IDs: 1546, 1552, 1553 and the consultation summary in EP Appendix C1. 

1555 6291 Concerns regarding consultation process: This is 
antithetical to the general principles contained in 
NOPSEMAʼs consultation in the course of preparing 

Refer to Feedback IDs: 1552 and 1553. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

an environment planʼ guideline, particularly 
ʻcommunicationʼ (ʻOpen and effective engagement 
should be undertaken during the consultation 
process to ensure accurate and relevant information 
is provided and that any feedback provided is 
received and addressed openlyʼ) and ʻtransparencyʼ 
(ʻA productive consultation process will establish 
agreed information and feedback processesʼ). 

1127 4513 Relevant person questioned the completeness of the 
consultation process by ConocoPhillips Australia, 
expressing concern that some questions remain 
unanswered as the company plans to submit its EP to 
NOPSEMA. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded to these questions in a formal letter attached to an email Event ID 4658 on 
09/11/2023. 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of 
the EP 

1254 1655 Relevant person questioned about the measures being taken to avoid 
operations during migration times of federally listed species, including 
endangered ones, in areas with high migratory species traffic like the Otway 
Basin. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded to information shared and a subsequent question 
about measures to ensure the project would not be operational during migration times 
for Federally listed species. The response affirmed that there would be both activity 
limitations and control measures (Event 1665; 4/5/23). These have been incorporated 
into the EP. 

1255 1655 Relevant person stated that the impacts of seismic blasts, which can travel 
hundreds of kilometres, especially on cetaceans, need to be better studied. 

At a joint briefing by Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia, the representative of 
Regia MSS attempted to answer the question that followed this statement of 
information about seismic blasts but was cut off. (13/6/2023; Event ID 1655). There is no 
seismic testing scheduled for this project and that point has been reiterated in project 
information materials as it is clearly a matter of community interest. 

1314 1992 Relevant person noted the operation of vessels, aircraft and flaring/venting 
contribute to greenhouse emissions and climate change and asked about 
monitoring and reporting of methane and CO2 emissions. 

Atmospheric emissions associated with exploration activities, including flaring, are 
quantified using the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (Measurement) 
Determination (2008) methodologies made in accordance with the National 
Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (NGER) Act (2007). This methodology accounts for 
the global worming potential of methane and other greenhouse gas (GHG), and 
converts these various gases to a carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2-e) value to normalise 
all greenhouse gases to the same warming potential as one unit of carbon dioxide. 
These values will be forecast within the relevant chapter of the Environment Plan which 
we will make available prior to submission to the independent Regulator (NOPSEMA).   
Response provided in Event ID: 4132, DOC ID: 3850) 

1543 6291 The Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) has been identified by 
ConocoPhillips as a relevant person within the meaning of reg 25 of the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2023 (Cth) (Environment Regulations) for the purposes of the EP 

As detailed in EP Appendix C1 - Consultation Summaries, AMCS has been identified as a 
relevant organisation whose functions, interests and activities include monitoring 
potential impacts of activities of marine wildlife within the environment that may be 
affected by activities. AMCS has functions, interests or activities in the EMBA. 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the important work that the Australian Marine 
Conservation Society (AMCS) does to protect marine ecosystems and ocean wildlife. 

 
 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

71 1992, 4132 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the last-minute addition 
of another titleholder to attend the 
ConocoPhillips Australia meeting, 
and being referred to the other 
titleholders webpage was not 
considered to be clear, transparent 
consultation. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program does not include any 
marine seismic survey activity. The Regia Marine Seismic Survey 
(Regia), although it is occurring (in part) on VIC/P79, is not part 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is not being 
conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  We acknowledge that 
during the course of agreeing to a meeting time, and 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s subsequent request to change the 
meeting time, things may have become confusing.   
With regard to confusion over activities, our correspondence 
dated 6 April provided clarification and supporting information 
on the proposed exploration drilling program and confirmed 
that ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to acquire 
seismic. We also directed you to TGS, Beach and Regia who are 
proposing seismic activities in the region. We do not believe it 
is appropriate for ConocoPhillips Australia to provide 
information on behalf of another company regarding their 
activities. As such, we provided details on how to contact these 
companies. According to our records of email correspondence, 
Regia was invited to participate in the briefing on 4 May in 
response to AMCS’ request received via email that same 
morning. Inclusion of a Regia representative was not organised 
prior, as the only request received by ConocoPhillips Australia 
prior to 4/05/23 was an enquiry on 27/04/23 about the 
availability of amended documents regarding activities in T/49P 
and VIC/P79 to represent both companies’ proposals.   
In our response on 27/04/23, where we again directed AMCS 
to our Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment online, we also 
invited Regia to suggest topics/items that AMCS would like to 
cover and offered to prepare an agenda for the meeting.  
We acknowledge that at this time (27/04/23) we should have 
reiterated that ConocoPhillips Australia is not conducting 
seismic and that Regia should be contacted for information on 
their project, similar to our response on 6 April where we 
provided details for the relevant companies proposing to 
acquire seismic in the region.    
Due to the short time available for the meeting (advice 
received from AMCS on 13/4/23 that availability was limited to 
30 mins), a joint briefing was not on the original agenda.  
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that a Regia representative was 
organised to participate at short notice by ConocoPhillips 
Australia, and the agenda was adjusted to allocate discussion 
equally across both the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
and the Regia Marine Seismic Survey. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

72 2601, 2450 Claim Relevant person inquired about the 
availability of maps which include 
the EMBA. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

We have reviewed all historical correspondence with the AMCS, 
including the last meeting recording, and have not identified a 
specific request for maps.    
 
Regarding your request on 14/07/23 for an EMBA map for the 
region that our modelling predicts would be impacted by an 
incident or spill, the EMBAs for spill modelling will be provided 
in the draft Environment Plan chapters as soon as they are 
ready. In the interim, we have provided a copy of a map 
showing the broader Environmental Planning Area. The output 
from stochastic modelling of 1400 worst-case spill scenarios 
(which produces the low threshold EMBA) has informed the 
establishment of the Environmental Planning Area used to 
support consultation. The Environmental Planning Area in no 
way represents the actual extent of any single spill, but rather, it 
establishes the area within which ConocoPhillips Australia 
undertakes to identify environmental values, sensitivities and 
persons with functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed exploration activities. Environmental 
Planning Area is also shown on the interactive map on our 
consultation hub and in a range of the information sheets and 
project updates we have prepared and shared throughout 
consultation.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia would appreciate any contribution the 
AMCS can make regarding additional value and sensitivities, to 
support the assessment of impacts and risks. This can be done 
via the interactive map or through direct correspondence and 
meetings with ConocoPhillips Australia. We will be providing 
individual EMBAs, i.e., spill, light, sound, etc in the draft EP 
chapters for consultation shortly.   

N/A 

73 1992, 4132 Claim Relevant person noted that when 
they sought information related to 
operational shutdowns, they were 
advised to seek this information 
from the Australian Antarctic 
Division, and that this was in 
contradiction to undertaking 
meaningful consultation and is 
unsatisfactory. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips advised in the meeting on 4 May that the 
organisation has only conducted a single offshore activity at 
this point (the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey conducted in 
Exploration Permit T/49P in Commonwealth waters in 2021) 
and therefore suggested that if AMCS is interested in how the 
industry performs generally, the Australian Antarctic Division 
should have records for all offshore activities. ConocoPhillips 
further suggested that these records would demonstrate how 
shutdowns are managed consistently across the industry, which 
might be more relevant.  
 
To help us better understand this request can you outline how 
AMCS’s functions, interests or activities would be affected by 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and how the provision 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

of historical shut down data for a different petroleum activity is 
relevant to the environmental management of a drilling activity. 

74 1992, 4132 Request Relevant person requested to be 
added to the notification list for any 
incidents or spills. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will provide periodic updates to 
relevant persons in line with a Consultation and 
Communication Plan for the activity, for example, notifications 
prior to, during and on completion of the activity.    
 
We note that your request is for the provision of information 
on incidents and spills during the activity. So that 
ConocoPhillips Australia can be sure we provide you the right 
information, can AMCS tell us why this information is being 
requested and how it will help your assessment of the possible 
consequence on your functions, interests, or activities?   

Review of existing control/s: 
CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan 

75 1992, 4132 Request Relevant person requested that 
there is to be clarification provided 
on time frames of incident 
occurrence to the notification of 
relevant persons. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Notifications to Jurisdictional Authorities, Control Agencies and 
response organisations will comply with an accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan.  To help us provide you with the 
right information, can AMCS tell us why this information is 
being requested and how it will help your assessment of the 
possible consequence on your functions, interests, or 
activities?   

N/A 

76 2450 Request Relevant person requested access 
to the EP chapters. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Regarding your request for chapters, comprehensive draft 
Environment Plan chapters will be made available to support 
consultation and will be released over the next few weeks. 
ConocoPhillips Australia seeks further guidance on what format 
AMCS deems to be comprehensible.   
 
We have attached NOPSEMAs Guidance on the regulatory 
consultation process required for environment plans 
(Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 
brochure.pdf (nopsema.gov.au)). This is the process 
ConocoPhillips Australia is mandated to follow. Please note 
that “Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement 
or consent from relevant persons for their offshore petroleum 
activities to proceed; however, they are required to 
demonstrate in their environment plan how the concerns, 
objections or claims raised by relevant persons were 
considered and demonstrate that their response to that 
information was appropriate.” 

N/A 

77 1992, 4132 Request Relevant person requested that 
ConocoPhillips Australia share the 
modelling information regarding 
the impacts of hydrocarbon 
release/spills, noise emissions and 
infrastructure. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The relevant chapters in the Environment Plan will be made 
available prior to submission. Regarding infrastructure, 
exploration wells are plugged and abandoned with no 
infrastructure left above the seabed.  
 
Completed August 2023. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

78 1992, 4132 Request Relevant person requested that 
ConocoPhillips Australia share any 
data/modelling information 
regarding impacts of spills to 
Marine Parks, Threatened Species 
and sensitive receptors. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The relevant chapters in the Environment Plan will be made 
available prior to submission.   
 
Completed August 2023. 

N/A 

80 1992, 4132 Request Relevant person requested to be 
informed on shutdown occurrences 
resulting from sightings of marine 
mammals. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

We note that your request is for the provision of information 
during the activity. Some state government departments have 
requested notifications for marine fauna observations on a 
scheduled basis in line with their function. Can AMCS outline 
why this information is being requested as it will inform us if, 
how, and when we would be prepared to share this information 
with AMCS.   

N/A 

81 1992, 4132 Question Relevant person stated that permit 
T/49P impacts directly on the 
Zeehan Marine Park and the 
VIC/P79 lease abounds the Apollo 
marine protected areas. Relevant 
person queried if ConocoPhillips 
Australia will be sharing daily survey 
reports of marine species spotted in 
the areas. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Some state government departments have requested 
notifications for marine fauna observations on a scheduled 
basis in line with their function.   

Information 

82 1992, 4132 Question Relevant person requested 
information on the location of 
proposed survey and drill locations 
in relation to the Apollo and 
Zeehan marine parks and requested 
modelling reports. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Neither petroleum title overlaps the Apollo marine park. 
Petroleum title T/49P overlaps the category six multiple use 
zone of the Zeehan marine park. Consequently, we have 
identified the Director of National Parks as a relevant authority 
for consultation and are providing the information needed for 
their assessment of potential interactions in line with their 
consultation guideline. The Environment Plan must evaluate 
how any environmental impacts and risks will be of an 
acceptable level and reduced to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP). The Environment Plan must also clearly 
demonstrate that the impacts and risks of the activity are 
consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable 
development and any relevant marine park management plan. 
This information will be included in the relevant chapters of the 
Environment Plan and will be made available prior to 
submission.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided information on overlap with 
Zeehan multiple use zone and committed to providing 
modelling reports (completed August 2023). 

N/A 

83 4132, 1992 Request Relevant person queried which 
biodiversity and critical BIA habitat 
data was used to inform the EP and 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Information on matters of national environmental significance 
(MNES) is publicly available and can be accessed via the 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water’s Protected Matter Search Tool (PMST) and National 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

asked that this was provided to 
AMCS. 

Conservation Values Atlas (NCVA). MNES include a range of 
features including, for example, Australian marine parks, 
nationally threatened species and ecological communities, and 
migratory species – among others. The NCVA provides 
information on Biologically Important Areas and additional 
information, e.g. on proposed changes or additions to BIAs, 
can be obtained through the review of draft plans during 
federal government consultation processes.    
 
We are aware of the draft Conservation Management Plan for 
Southern Right Whales and have considered information from 
the draft plan in our impact assessments. We also understand 
that the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
Management Plan will expire in June 2023. However, we are 
currently not aware of any published draft information on the 
updated plan. If the AMCS has any information on the update 
or these plans we’d appreciate your advice for consideration in 
the EP.   
 
During the development of the Environment Plan, PMST and 
NCVA searches are conducted for the environment that may be 
affected (EMBA) for impacts and risks associated with specific 
aspects of the activity. For example, impacts associated with 
light emissions (an aspect of the activity) are assessed over 
operational areas plus a 20 km buffer (the EMBA), based on the 
National Light Pollution Guidelines. The information from PMST 
and NCVA searches, and any other available information on 
environmental values and sensitivities, is included in the 
relevant chapters of the Environment Plan and will be made 
available prior to submission.  If the AMCS has any additional 
biodiversity data or critical habitat BIA data we would 
appreciate the opportunity to input that into our impact and 
risk assessments.  

354 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the assessment of risks as 
some assessed as 'moderate' are 
under-represented, and expressed 
confusion regarding the risk matrix, 
particularly the likelihood 
assessment being focused on what 
has or hasn't happened over a 12 
month period. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Please advise which impacts you believe are incorrectly 
characterised (noting that we do not have a ‘serious’ 
consequence category in Table 5-1: Consequence description 
for impact and risk assessment).  
 
The ConocoPhillips Australia environmental impact and risk 
assessment methodology provides a structured and 
comprehensive process for identifying, assessing and 
managing environmental impacts and risks, in the context of 
the EMBA, associated with an offshore petroleum activity. The 
methodology meets the requirements of the Environment 
Regulations and is consistent with: 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

• Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk 
Management (AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk Management – 
Principles and Guidelines)  
• AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management 
System (EMS) – Requirements with guidance for use 
• UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-
related decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly UKOOA, 2014) 
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making 
Guideline (N-04750-GL1721, December 2022), and  
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements 
Guidance Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020).  
 
Likelihood is not just assessed against an annual frequency, but 
for a range of frequencies e.g. multiple times a year through to 
'never heard of in the industry'. This process is based on 
international standards (e.g. ISO 31000) and NOPSEMA 
guidance which suggests that “risk matrix likelihood categories 
are assigned to quantitative frequencies (e.g. at least once per 
year, 1 in 10 years, 1 in 100 years, etc.) so they can be correlated 
with accident event history and failure databases. It can be very 
difficult and unreliable for persons to estimate very low 
frequency events. Options to aid in the estimation of the 
likelihood of occurrence for extremely low frequency events 
include stating the frequencies in terms of experience on the 
facility, within the company, within the industry, in all industries, 
etc.” 

355 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that limited consideration of 
assessments to the past 12 months 
(for likelihood) is a deliberate effort 
to work the numbers in favour of 
approval. Relevant person queried if 
there is a conflation of impacts and 
risks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The ConocoPhillips Australia environmental impact and risk 
assessment methodology provides a structured and 
comprehensive process for identifying, assessing and 
managing environmental impacts and risks associated with an 
offshore petroleum activity. The methodology meets the 
requirements of the Environment Regulations and is consistent 
with: 
• Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk 
Management (AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk Management – 
Principles and Guidelines)  
• AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management 
System (EMS) – Requirements with guidance for use 
• UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-
related decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly UKOOA, 2014) 
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making 
Guideline (N-04750-GL1721, December 2022), and  
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements 
Guidance Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020).  
 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Likelihood is not just assessed against an annual frequency, but 
for a range of frequencies e.g. multiple times a year through to 
'never heard of in the industry'. This process is based on 
international standards (e.g. ISO 31000) and NOPSEMA 
guidance which suggests that “risk matrix likelihood categories 
are assigned to quantitative frequencies (e.g. at least once per 
year, 1 in 10 years, 1 in 100 years, etc.) so they can be correlated 
with accident event history and failure databases. It can be very 
difficult and unreliable for persons to estimate very low 
frequency events. Options to aid in the estimation of the 
likelihood of occurrence for extremely low frequency events 
include stating the frequencies in terms of experience on the 
facility, within the company, within the industry, in all industries, 
etc.” 
 
As described in draft EP section 5.4.2, impacts and risks are 
treated differently in the assessment process, for example: 
• As planned aspects are expected to occur, the 
likelihood of their occurrence was not considered during 
evaluation, and only a consequence level was assigned, and 
• For unplanned events, the consequence level was 
combined with the likelihood of the event occurring, to 
determine an inherent risk ranking using the ConocoPhillips 
Australia Risk Matrix (Figure 5 2).  
Further, when evaluating control measures consideration is 
given to 'consequence' on relation impacts, and both 
‘consequence’ and ‘likelihood’ in relation to risks, with the 
adoption of measures showing how likelihood and/or 
consequence will be reduced. 

356 4270, 3785 Claim Relevant person expressed concern 
with approach to assessment of 
acceptability. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The acceptable level is established based on a range of factors, 
as described in more detail in draft Environment Plan section 
5.4.3, which includes external context (i.e. the existing 
environment). The effects of past projects and activities, and 
currently operating projects, are captured when describing the 
existing condition of, and any pressure or threats affecting the 
environment (see Section 4 Description of the Environment). 
This baseline condition and understanding of the capacity of 
the receiving environment and receptors to accommodate 
changes, in light of existing pressures and threats, informs the 
environmental impact assessments conducted in Sections 6 of 
the Environment Plan (EP). 

N/A 

357 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the lack of drill siting 
detail prevented them from being 
able to adequately understand and 
provide feedback. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Thank you for bringing this important area to our attention 
again. We have undertaken a review of the information in the 
draft Environment Plan chapter 6.3 Seabed Disturbance and 
can confirm the following. 

CM06: MODU Mooring Plan  
Development of a MODU 
mooring plan to ensure: 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that we will never be in 
a position to characterise every species of each benthic habitat 
that may be present in the area, but rather we rely on 
published peer-reviewed literature, government advice 
(including relevant management plans, conservation 
management plans, recovery plans and conservation advice, 
among others), and crucially feedback from the consultation 
and co-design process, to inform our understanding of the 
existing environment and the impact and risk assessments. We 
are also required to take any newly published literature into 
consideration for the duration of the activity.  
 
Following feedback, information has been added to provide 
clarity on the assessment process in section 1.4 Environmental 
Impact and risk Assessment Methodology: "ConocoPhillips 
Australia is currently analysing seismic data obtained during 
the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in permit T/49P, in 2021, 
and is reprocessing historic seismic data for parts of permit 
VIC/P79, to support the identification of drilling locations. This 
process will take some time and, as we work toward defining 
candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
proceeded to develop an Environment Plan that assesses 
environmental impacts and risks associated with exploration 
activities over larger operational areas to ensure that the 
impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and 
drilling locations are assessed.  It is recognised that this may 
result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a 
precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case 
impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the 
board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable." 

• The mooring spread 
and anchor locations is 
appropriate for the environment   
• Adequate tensioning of 
mooring is applied and 
maintained  
• Anchors are located 
within the 2 km radius drilling 
areas (within the operational 
areas) 
• Seabed relief and 
sensitive seabed features are 
considered. 
Seabed surveys will be 
undertaken prior to finalising 
MODU position and location of 
mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the 
wellhead. These details will 
inform the well location and 
minimise impacts to the benthic 
environment and sensitive 
receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act 
details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well 
abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed 
from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to 
surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor 
within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling 
campaign. 
 
During consultation 
ConocoPhillips Australia 
identified that benthic samples 
collected during seabed surveys 
could be retained for further 
analysis. The cost and effort to 
retain samples collected during 
the seabed survey, with storage 
and transport for onshore 
analysis, are considered to be 
reasonable and this requirement 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

will include this in the 
procurement process for the 
seabed survey. Adopt CM11: 
Procurement Vetting Process 
(with onshore processing). 
 
Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4: 
Specific locations for seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling 
have yet to be confirmed. The 
process for selecting final survey 
and drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data 
processing, interpretation of the 
data to select targets with a high 
probability of success, and 
analysis of the efficiency of the 
drilling program to confirm 
resources with the least amount 
of wells, to minimise potential 
impacts and risks associated with 
each. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys 
and drilling activities that may 
occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 
T/49P. This ensures that the 
impacts and risks associated with 
all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in 
an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

358 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person suggested that 
Chapter 7.3 (Minor LOC) did not 
adequately assess the impacts of a 
minor LOC to the receiving 
environment. It was requested for 
additional scientific evidence to be 
incorporated. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips believes that the impacts from an accidental 
release of small volumes of chemicals or hydrocarbons due to 
a minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. 
Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on 
oil spill modelling conducted specifically for the Otway 
Exploration Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
 
Whilst the South-east Marine Reserves Network states that oil 
pollution associated offshore mining operations may be a 
pressure on the conservation values of south-east marine 
reserves, the small volumes associated with a minor loss of 
containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a material impact. 
As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid 
dilution is predicted with environmental effects during a minor 
LOC incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the 
sea surface near the source. No impacts to benthic 
communities are expected. Species with limited movement in 
the water column that maybe impacted by a spill are assessed 
in Chapter 7.6 of the EP. 

N/A 

359 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person stated that the EP 
acknowledges oil pollution as a 
threat in the marine park 
management plan however then to 
go on to simply disagree with the 
very clear statement as it applies to 
its proposal.  
Relevant person stated that they 
strongly disagree with this assertion 
and suggest that ConocoPhillips 
Australia make no material 
justification for why its proposed 
activities in Zeehan MP are not 
inconsistent with this management 
plan as any drilling programs within 
the Zeehan marine park are 
inconsistent with the management 
plan and therefore have an 
unacceptable impact. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips believes that the impacts from an accidental 
release of small volumes of chemicals or hydrocarbons due to 
a minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. 
Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on 
oil spill modelling conducted specifically for the Otway 
Exploration Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
 
Whilst the South-east Marine Reserves Network states that oil 
pollution associated offshore mining operations may be a 
pressure on the conservation values of south-east marine 
reserves, the small volumes associated with a minor loss of 
containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a material impact. 
As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid 
dilution is predicted with environmental effects during a minor 
LOC incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the 
sea surface near the source. No impacts to benthic 
communities are expected. Species with limited movement in 
the water column that maybe impacted by a spill are assessed 
in Chapter 7.6 of the EP. 

N/A 

360 3785, 4270 Claim ConocoPhillips Australia conducted 
a review of controls measures 
relevant to the mitigation of risks 
associated with minor spills, 
specifically in the Zeehan Marine 
Park, to ensure that risks were 
adequately considered and updated 
the EP to ensure this was explicit 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips believes that the impacts from an accidental 
release of small volumes of chemicals or hydrocarbons due to 
a minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. 
Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on 
oil spill modelling conducted specifically for the Otway 
Exploration Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
 

Existing proposed control 
measures were reviewed and 
confirmed as appropriate, 
including:  
CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

where relevant. It was determine 
that the assessment in the Minor 
Loss of Containment Chapter (7.3) 
was adequate and supported by 
recent, relevant research. 

Whilst the South-east Marine Reserves Network states that oil 
pollution associated with offshore mining operations may be a 
pressure on the conservation values of south-east marine 
reserves, the small volumes associated with a minor loss of 
containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a material impact. 
As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid 
dilution is predicted with environmental effects during a minor 
LOC incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the 
sea surface near the source. No impacts to benthic 
communities are expected. Species with limited movement in 
the water column that maybe impacted by a spill are assessed 
in Chapter 7.6 of the EP. 
 
In response to this claim, the existing proposed control 
measures were reviewed and confirmed as appropriate, 
including:  
CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures 
CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical Management 
Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP) 
 
More detail can be found in draft EP section 7.3. 

CM12: General and Hazardous 
Chemical Management 
Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 

361 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person considered 
activities outside of the petroleum 
activity be considered in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the 
OPGGS Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will 
be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. 
Activities occurring outside the operational areas are governed 
under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative 
requirements.  
In light of this objection, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to 
review and confirm appropriate control measures for marine 
mammals are in place within operational areas for petroleum 
activities including: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process - The MODU and vessels will 
meet the navigation equipment, watchkeeping, radar and 
lighting requirements of the Navigation Act 2012 and 
associated Marine Orders, e.g. MO 30 - Prevention of 
Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures: All vessels and 
aircraft will adhere to the distances and vessel management 
practices and reporting requirements of EPBC Regulations (Part 
8 Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans) and will implement an 

Reviewed and confirmed 
appropriate control measures are 
in place within operational areas 
for petroleum activities including: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
- The MODU and vessels will 
meet the navigation equipment, 
watchkeeping, radar and lighting 
requirements of the Navigation 
Act 2012 and associated Marine 
Orders, e.g. MO 30 - Prevention 
of Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures: All vessels 
and aircraft will adhere to the 
distances and vessel 
management practices and 
reporting requirements of EPBC 
Regulations (Part 8 Division 8.1 
interacting with cetaceans) and 
will implement an increased 
caution zone of 500 m between 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

increased caution zone of 500 m between whales and vessels, 
to ensure cetaceans are not harmed during offshore activities.   
CM08: Whale Management Plan - whereby dedicated MMOs 
with experience in whale observation, distance estimation and 
reporting, will undertake observations and be supported by 
facility crew and all vessel and MODU crew. 
 
We also reviewed and confirmed that appropriate maritime 
controls are in place for other activities that will not be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are 
not included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For 
example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and 
maintain a safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the 
Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea (COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation 
(the Navigation Act 2012); and requirements to report vessel 
collisions with a protected marine species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
(EPBC Act 1999), with failure to notify an offence punishable on 
conviction by a fine.  
Additionally, the measures implemented for the petroleum 
activity will provide benefit to other species including cetaceans 
in that only one drilling operation will be occurring at any time 
in the region which represents a significant control measure for 
cumulative impact. 

whales and vessels, to ensure 
cetaceans are not harmed during 
offshore activities.   
CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive 
Management Plan - Marine 
mammal observers:  
• A dedicated MMO with 
experience in whale observation, 
distance estimation and 
reporting, will undertake 
observations. 
• In addition, facility crew 
who act as Officer of the Watch 
will receive training from the 
MMO in whale observation and 
distance estimation to assist the 
MMO during daylight hours. 
• For activities greater 
than 5 consecutive days at sea 
with >12 hours daylight, an 
additional dedicated MMO 
trained in whale observation, 
distance estimation and 
reporting will support the 
experienced MMO. 
• As part of the activity 
induction all vessel and MODU 
crew will receive information on 
the EP controls and the 
importance of reporting whale 
sightings to the vessel MMO 
immediately. 

362 3785, 4270 Request Relevant person requested that they 
are provided with data that has 
been used to determine presence 
of cetaceans within the EMBA, 
including  interactions and/or 
shutdowns that occurred during its 
recent seismic blasting operation. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As previously advised in our meeting on 4 May 2023 and 
subsequent correspondence dated 11 July 2023 (ABU2-ABU2-
AMCS-L-0001), ConocoPhillips Australia has only conducted a 
single offshore activity at this point (the Sequoia 3D Marine 
Seismic Survey conducted in Exploration Permit T/49P in 
Commonwealth waters in 2021) and therefore suggested that if 
AMCS is interested in how the industry performs generally, the 
Australian Antarctic Division should have records for all 
offshore activities. ConocoPhillips further suggested that these 
records would demonstrate how shutdowns are managed 
consistently across the industry, which might be more relevant.  
 
We again ask that you help us better understand this request 
by outlining how AMCS' functions, interests or activities would 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

be affected by the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and 
how the provision of historical shut down data for a different 
petroleum activity is relevant to the environmental 
management of a drilling activity. Under regulation 11A(2), 
titleholders should consider the functions, interests or activities 
of relevant persons and the impacts and risks that affect them 
when determining information requirements. 
 
In regard to data on cetacean presence in the operational 
areas proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine mammal 
surveys since 2021 to produce contemporary data that 
supports effective decision-making in the Otway Basin. This 
research continues to improve knowledge on the 
presence/absence, distribution and behaviours of key species 
during and outside of known peak seasons. Data has been 
made available to government agencies and research 
organisations and can be made available to other commercial 
operators in the region through a memorandum of 
understanding; and has been used to inform the development 
of the Environment Plan, for example see section 4.6.9.2 of the 
draft Environment Plan. 

363 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that cetacean presence was 
underestimated during the previous 
Sequoia seismic survey and that 
species were present within the 
operational area during the survey. 
Relevant person suggests that 
additional mitigation measures 
would provide additional 
environmental benefits of reducing 
vessel strike. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine mammal 
surveys since 2021 to produce contemporary data that 
supports effective decision-making in the Otway Basin. This 
research continues to improve knowledge on the 
presence/absence, distribution and behaviours of key species 
during and outside of known peak seasons. Data has been 
made available to government agencies to support the BIA 
review, and research organisations, and has been used to 
inform the development of the Environment Plan, for example, 
see section 4.6.9.2.  
 
We would appreciate hearing from the AMCS in regard to any 
other mitigation measures that could be considered. 

Information 

364 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person disagreed with 
ConocoPhillips Australia's 
assessment that the South-East 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
Network Management Plan does 
not (currently) include 
vessel strike as a pressure on 
Zeehan Marine Park, and 
considered this represents a new 
threat. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips notes the statement that the South-east 
commonwealth marine reserves network management plan 
2013–23 (MP) does not assess marine fauna strikes from vessel 
movements resulting from oil and gas activities as it is a new 
activity. Petroleum exploration activities have been conducted 
in the South-east marine region since the 1960’s, well before 
the 2013 publication of the current MP. 
The current 2013 South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
Network Management Plan expired on 30 June 2023 with Parks 
Australia preparing a new management plan for the South-east 
Network. Management arrangements for the 13 continental 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
- The MODU and vessels will 
meet the navigation equipment, 
watchkeeping, radar and lighting 
requirements of the Navigation 
Act 2012 and associated Marine 
Orders, e.g. MO 30 - Prevention 
of Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures: All vessels 
and aircraft will adhere to the 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

marine parks (including the Zeehan Marine Park) of the South-
east Network will be managed under transitional arrangements 
until a new management plan is finalised. However, there are 
updated approvals and determinations in place for the 13 
South-east marine parks (excluding Macquarie Island) including 
the Class Approval of Mining Operations and Greenhouse Gas 
Activities in South-East Marine Parks. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the Director of National 
Parks (the authority responsible for the management of the 
Zeehan Marine Park) as a relevant authority for consultation 
and have undertaken to provide the information they require 
to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and 
risks associated with the proposed exploration program in line 
with their consultation guidelines. 
 
In light of this objection, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to 
review and confirm appropriate control measures are in place 
within operational areas for petroleum activities including: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process - The MODU and vessels will 
meet the navigation equipment, watchkeeping, radar and 
lighting requirements of the Navigation Act 2012 and 
associated Marine Orders, e.g. MO 30 - Prevention of 
Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures: All vessels and 
aircraft will adhere to the distances and vessel management 
practices and reporting requirements of EPBC Regulations (Part 
8 Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans) and will implement an 
increased caution zone of 500 m between whales and vessels, 
to ensure cetaceans are not harmed during offshore activities.   
CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan - Marine 
mammal observers:  
• A dedicated MMO with experience in whale 
observation, distance estimation and reporting, will undertake 
observations. 
• In addition, facility crew who act as Officer of the 
Watch will receive training from the MMO in whale observation 
and distance estimation to assist the MMO during daylight 
hours. 
• For activities greater than 5 consecutive days at sea 
with >12 hours daylight, an additional dedicated MMO trained 
in whale observation, distance estimation and reporting will 
support the experienced MMO. 
• As part of the activity induction all vessel and MODU 
crew will receive information on the EP controls and the 

distances and vessel 
management practices and 
reporting requirements of EPBC 
Regulations (Part 8 Division 8.1 
interacting with cetaceans) and 
will implement an increased 
caution zone of 500 m between 
whales and vessels, to ensure 
cetaceans are not harmed during 
offshore activities.   
CM08: Whale Management Plan 
- Marine mammal observers:  



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

importance of reporting whale sightings to the vessel MMO 
immediately. 
 
We also reviewed and confirmed that appropriate maritime 
controls are in place for other activities that will not be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are 
not included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For 
example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and 
maintain a safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the 
Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea (COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation 
(the Navigation Act 2012); and requirements to report vessel 
collisions with a protected marine species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
(EPBC Act 1999), with failure to notify an offence punishable on 
conviction by a fine. 

365 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person stated that 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not 
provide sufficient data to dismiss 
vessel strike mitigation measures, 
particularly that activities only occur 
outside of environmentally sensitive 
periods. Relevant person suggested 
that a detailed assessment be made 
to determine whether the exclusion 
of specific biologically important 
windows would reduce risks to key 
species. Relevant person stated that 
not being able to reduce the impact 
on all species is not a justification 
for the rejection of this control 
measure. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

In regard to the statement "The risk to all listed marine fauna 
cannot be reduced due to variability in timing of 
environmentally sensitive periods": 
If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant 
published injury and/or behavioural disturbance impact criteria 
inside a Foraging Area, titleholders should firstly evaluate all 
feasible measures to avoid times of the year when blue whales 
are likely to be foraging.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all 
listed marine fauna cannot be avoided due to variability in 
timing of environmentally sensitive periods and unpredictable 
presence of some species, with blue whales typically present in 
foraging areas in higher numbers between November and 
May, and southern right whale typically present in Australian 
waters from early April to early November. Therefore, there is 
no period where avoidance of both species is possible.  
If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there 
are requirements of the EPBC Act and the NOPSEMA EPBC Act-
endorsed Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act 
inconsistently’ with EPBC Act instruments, such as a recovery 
plan (e.g. the Conservation Management Plan for Blue Whales 
(CMP)).    
Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of 
confidence, that requirements of the CMP will be met, 
approvals documentation needs to include content such as:  
• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment; 
• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that 
will be effective in detecting whales over the extent and 
duration of predicted impacts, including provision for detection 

Additional information added to 
section 6.6.7 of the EP to provide 
clarify around the process 
followed to assess the variability 
of timing. Measures adopted for 
underwater sound also 
effectively reduce the likelihood 
of vessel strike and have been 
referred to Table 7-8. 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
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Inclusion in Environment Plan 

measures to be scalable based on triggers such as activity 
timing and location, and whale sighting data; and 
• associated management measures that are likely to 
be effective at preventing unacceptable impacts over the 
extent and duration scales informed by impact predictions and 
whale detection data gathered during the activity.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
assess impacts to these species, with input and feedback 
through engagement with relevant persons, from the 
exploration drilling program and has made commitments to 
implement a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan that 
includes whale detection and management measures to 
minimise anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a 
particular focus on blue whales and southern right whales 
given the activity overlaps relevant biologically important areas. 
The Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan includes 
specific controls including increased safe operating distances, 
pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low 
visibility controls and the establishment of safe points for 
operational activities.  ConocoPhillips Australia must be able to 
demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the adopted monitoring and 
mitigation measures will be effective over the extent and 
duration of predicted impacts and will be scalable, and that 
associated management measures are likely to be effective at 
preventing unacceptable impacts during the activity.  
More information on NOPSEMAs guidance can be found here: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/blue-whale-conservation-
management-plan-faqs  
These measures will also effectively reduce the likelihood of 
vessel strike. 

366 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person queried whether 
reporting vessel strike to the NVSD 
is a mitigation measure and 
requested confirmation that this is a 
legal requirement rather than a 
voluntary mitigation measure. 
Relevant person requested for 
ConocoPhillips Australia to explain 
how reporting strikes mitigates the 
risk. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia can confirm the requirement to report 
vessel collisions with cetaceans in or beyond the Australian 
Whale Sanctuary to the Secretary of the Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water within seven days 
of becoming aware, and that failure to notify is an offence 
punishable on conviction by a fine. Thank you for identifying 
the inaccurate assignation of this control measure which has 
now been rectified in the Environment Plan. Reporting 
requirements continue to be correctly identified in the 
Implementation Strategy, Section 10, Table 10-8. 

Table 7-8 was updated to remove 
the control measure and now 
refers to "Reporting 
requirements for vessel strikes 
with cetaceans are included in 
the Implementation Strategy 
(Table 10-8).” 

367 3785, 4270 Request Relevant person requested that all 
relevant persons are informed of 
reportable incidents and changes 
made to the EP, including any 
identification of new or altered 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the provision of 
updates on activity progress in Table 10-5 of the 
Implementation Strategy, including, 
• Notification of commencement of activities. 
• Notification of key activity stages. 

Ongoing consultation 
requirements are detailed in the 
Implementation Strategy - Table 
10-5. 
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impacts or risks associated with the 
proposal. 

• Notification of significant changes to the activity, e.g. 
unplanned events, and 
• Notification of conclusion of activities.  
 
These may be provided via: 
• Email 
• Otway Consultation Hub 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Website 
• Social media 
• Signage in key ports 
• Notice to mariners 
• SMS 
• Telephone  
Noting not all methods/channels will be used for each relevant 
person.  
With regard to reportable incidents, these will be reported as 
required under Part 3 of the Commonwealth Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) 
Regulations 2009, as detailed in Section 10, tables 10-7 and 10-
8 of the EP. 

368 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding a lack of connection 
between the EP and ConocoPhillips 
Australia's Biodiversity Policy. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the importance of 
managing biodiversity risks associated with our global 
operations and demonstrating leadership in habitat 
stewardship practices. We will not operate exploration, 
development, drilling or production activities in habitats of 
significant importance to critically endangered species, or other 
critical habitat, unless we can adequately mitigate impacts 
through mitigation hierarchy measures in accordance with our 
sustainable development management system, regulatory 
requirements and through local engagement.  
 
We recognise the unique environmental values and sensitivities 
of the Otway region and are committed to managing risks and 
mitigating impacts to biodiversity associated with our activities 
in line with our Biodiversity Position. We believe we continue to 
demonstrate strong alignment with our biodiversity position 
and have updated the information in section 10.1.2.3, to reflect 
this in response to this claim, where relevant to the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, as detailed below: 
• Applying a science-based approach and considering 
cumulative effects to develop leading best practices as 
described through-out the impact and risk assessment 
Environment Plan chapters and Cumulative Impact Assessment 
chapter. 

The information in section 
10.1.2.3 was updated to reflect 
the response to this claim, where 
relevant to the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
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• Collecting data and information on local biodiversity 
through site assessments and baseline studies through the 
implementation of multi-year marine mammal survey program, 
the completion of studies on giant crabs and southern rock 
lobsters and by supporting citizen science and coastal southern 
right whale research programs. 
• Developing indicators and metrics to track 
biodiversity impacts and risk management performance 
through the development of control measures, environmental 
performance standards and measurement criteria. 
• Applying technological innovation and practical, 
sustainable solutions for biodiversity conservation through, for 
example, coordinating citizen science and aerial survey 
program for marine mammals.  
• Collaborating with conservation organisations, 
governments, and policy bodies by, for example, providing 
data to state government departments to improve 
understanding on species presence and federal government 
departments to support the review of biologically important 
areas.   
• Engaging with local communities on biodiversity-
related impacts associated with our operations, mitigation 
actions and proactive initiatives to support biodiversity 
conservation through community information sessions and 
funding for citizen science programs. 

369 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person stated that the 
timeline for seeking approval is 
rushed and that the information 
provided in the draft EP is lacking in 
details that would provide further 
insights into impacts and mitigation 
measures. Relevant person stated 
that they are of the opinion that 
approval of the EP should not be 
sought until drilling locations have 
been finalised 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in 
permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data 
for parts of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of 
drilling locations. This process will take some time and, as we 
work toward defining candidate drilling locations, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is proceeding to develop an 
Environment Plan that assesses environmental impacts and 
risks associated with exploration activities over larger 
operational areas to ensure that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed.  It is not a requirement to have confirmed drilling 
locations prior to undertaking the EP process, and 
ConocoPhillips Australia is assessing the potential 
environmental impacts and risks for the maximum possible 
environment that may be affected. 
 
With a multi-well campaign, with multiple prospects likely, and 
a large geographic area it would be inappropriate to select 
specific well locations without inviting input from relevant 
persons, and the public. To receive this input from the public 

Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4 
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we must first make a submission to allow for a completeness 
check and for NOPSEMA to invite public comment. This is 
consistent with best practice consultation i.e., to be informed 
by the consultation before deciding on drilling locations. We 
understand that this may result in an overestimation of impacts 
and risks that are specific to your functions, interests and 
activities. However, we are applying a precautionary approach 
and request you provide feedback in relation to potential 
interactions over the larger operational areas, and the broader 
Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we can address 
any concerns you may have. 

370 5473, 3785, 
4270 

Objection Relevant person considered that 
drilling within the Zeehan Marine 
Park would affect benthic habitats, 
the integrity of the marine park, 
migratory species, elasmobranch 
species including the maugean 
skate and would result in impacts 
from a spill with more information 
needed as drill locations were not 
provided. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive 
consultation, the completion of environmental assessments 
across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and 
consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine 
the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in 
light of the feedback received and as a result of the maturation 
of subsurface data.  
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations 
that can now be applied to further refine the scope and 
bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Consequently, the operational areas have been refined further 
and now exclude the Zeehan Marine Park. Impacts, such as 
light emissions, and risks, such as accidental releases of 
hydrocarbons, with the potential to overlap areas of 
conservation significance, such as the Zeehan Marine Park, 
remain addressed within the EP. 
 
Even though the Zeehan Marine Park has been removed from 
the operational area, the measures in place to protect the 
previously identified environmental values and sensitivities 
have been retained and improved. 

Additional information has been 
included in Environment Plan 
sections 7.6.2 and 7.7.2 regarding 
the selection of modelled 
locations: “RPS conducted 
modelling for activities across 
three broad areas during the 
exploration program, being the 
northern extent of VIC/P79, the 
southern extent of VIC/P79 and 
across T/49P (Appendix E). The 
locations were selected to be 
representative of all potential 
activity locations within the 
operational areas based on water 
depth, proximity to the coast and 
continental slope.” 

371 3785, 4270 Request Relevant person requested 
clarification regarding the 
Tasmanian lease as during 
consultation it was stated that there 
was a high likelihood that all 6 wells 
would occur within the Victorian 
lease. Relevant person queried if 
this were true, and if so why it was 
not indicated in the draft 
documents for relevant persons to 
engage with in this consultation 
phase. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Regarding providing clarity around the number and location of 
drilling locations, as previously explained, specific locations for 
seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to be 
confirmed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in 
permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data 
for parts of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of 
drilling locations. This process will take some time and, as we 
work toward defining candidate drilling locations, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is proceeding to develop an 
Environment Plan that assesses the potential impacts and risks 

Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

associated with exploration activities over larger operational 
areas associated with each of permit areas.  We understand 
that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks 
that are specific to your functions, interests and activities. 
However, we are applying a precautionary approach and 
request you provide feedback in relation to potential 
interactions over the larger operational areas, and the broader 
Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we can address 
any concerns you may have. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to narrow and refine the 
operational areas, as presented in the latest project update 
provided in August ('PROJECT UPDATE: ConocoPhillips 
Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program', 24.08.2023) that 
showed a reduction in the overall operational area of 456.2 
km2. It is too premature to state categorically in draft chapters 
where the wells may be drilled. Consequently, we are 
undertaking to examine the communities' environmental 
values and sensitivities across the operational areas to support 
decision-making about how best to protect the environment 
and proceed with the activity. 

372 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person advised that 
ConocoPhillips should consider how 
selecting different drill sites might 
mitigate risks to the environment as 
the current approach of seeking 
approval for 6 sites anywhere within 
the OA, without specifying precise 
location, does not enable relevant 
persons to fully understand the 
specific impacts and risks to their 
functions, interests and activities. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in 
permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data 
for parts of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of 
drilling locations. This process will take some time and, as we 
work toward defining candidate drilling locations, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is proceeding to develop an 
Environment Plan that assesses environmental impacts and 
risks associated with exploration activities over larger 
operational areas to ensure that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed.   
 
We understand that this may result in an overestimation of 
impacts and risks that are specific to your functions, interests 
and activities. However, we are applying a precautionary 
approach that assesses worst-case impacts and applies 
appropriate control measures across the board to minimise 
impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 

Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4 

373 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person stated that the 
current approach enables unspecific 
and potentially inaccurate 
statements made in the draft EP, for 
example: “The risk to all listed 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in 
permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data 
for parts of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of 
drilling locations. This process will take some time and, as we 

Additional information added to 
section 6.6.7 of the EP to provide 
clarify around the process 
followed to assess the variability 
of timing. 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

marine fauna cannot be reduced 
due to variability in timing of 
environmentally sensitive periods 
…”.  
Relevant person provided feedback 
as these claims are difficult to 
understand or respond to, as these 
cannot be properly supported, or 
interrogated, in the absence of 
precise drill site location options.  

work toward defining candidate drilling locations, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is proceeding to develop an 
Environment Plan that assesses environmental impacts and 
risks associated with exploration activities over larger 
operational areas to ensure that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed.  As mentioned in other responses, this allows for 
appropriate consultation to take place so that relevant persons 
may have their say about drilling locations.  
 
As discussed in our meeting of 3 October 2023, we understand 
that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks 
that are specific to your functions, interests and activities. 
However, we are applying a precautionary approach that 
assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to minimsie impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
In regard to the statement "The risk to all listed marine fauna 
cannot be reduced due to variability in timing of 
environmentally sensitive periods": 
If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant 
published injury and/or behavioural disturbance impact criteria 
inside a Foraging Area, titleholders should firstly evaluate all 
feasible measures to avoid times of the year when blue whales 
are likely to be foraging.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all 
listed marine fauna cannot be avoided due to variability in 
timing of environmentally sensitive periods and unpredictable 
presence of some species, with blue whales typically present in 
foraging areas in higher numbers between November and 
May, and southern right whale typically present in Australian 
waters from early April to early November. Therefore, there is 
no period where avoidance of both species is possible.  
If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there 
are requirements of the EPBC Act and the NOPSEMA EPBC Act-
endorsed Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act 
inconsistently’ with EPBC Act instruments, such as a recovery 
plan (e.g. the Conservation Management Plan for Blue Whales 
(CMP)).    
Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of 
confidence, that requirements of the CMP will be met, 
approvals documentation needs to include content such as:  
• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment; 
• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that 
will be effective in detecting whales over the extent and 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

duration of predicted impacts, including provision for detection 
measures to be scalable based on triggers such as activity 
timing and location, and whale sighting data; and 
• associated management measures that are likely to 
be effective at preventing unacceptable impacts over the 
extent and duration scales informed by impact predictions and 
whale detection data gathered during the activity.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to 
assess impacts to these species, with input and feedback 
through engagement with relevant persons, from the 
exploration drilling program and has made commitments to 
implement a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan that 
includes whale detection and management measures to 
minimise anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a 
particular focus on blue whales and southern right whales 
given the activity overlaps relevant biologically important areas. 
The Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan includes 
specific controls including increased safe operating distances, 
pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low 
visibility controls and the establishment of safe points for 
operational activities.  ConocoPhillips Australia must be able to 
demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the adopted monitoring and 
mitigation measures will be effective over the extent and 
duration of predicted impacts and will be scalable, and that 
associated management measures are likely to be effective at 
preventing unacceptable impacts during the activity.  
More information on NOPSEMAs guidance can be found here: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/blue-whale-conservation-
management-plan-faqs 

374 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the 5-year term of the EP, 
specifically in consideration of 
escalating climate change and the 
impacts this may have on climate 
sensitive marine receptors. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Contrary to your assertion, combining activities is more 
appropriate because the full extent of ConocoPhillips 
Australia's plans can be assessed. The benefits of such an 
approach allow for the full consideration of impacts and risks 
across time, rather than the alternative of bifurcating the 
approvals process which could lead to criticism of deliberately 
lessening the nature and scale of the activity. Further, relevant 
persons may be affected in different ways if they were 
consulted on one well, then another, and another etc. versus if 
they knew the full extent of the activities. Also, not only does 
this allow each relevant person to be fully informed, it reduces 
the burden on them.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of 
emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the 
scope of the proposed activity are from the operation of 
aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the 
event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected 

This requirement is reflected in 
the Implementation Strategy, 
namely section 10.2.7 
Management of Change, and 
control measure CM09: Drilling 
Program which require 
assessment against the 
management of change process 
prior to the commencement of 
the drilling campaign and during 
the campaign to maintain an 
acceptable level/ALARP. 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

direct GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 83 kT 
CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic operational 
condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and 
flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and rates). While 
these emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they 
are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant 
on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable 
impacts. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is also required to ensure that 
temporary and permanent changes to the organisation, 
personnel, systems, procedures, equipment, products, materials 
and/or critical assumptions (including science) are identified 
and managed so that impacts and risks remain ALARP and at 
an acceptable level for the duration of the activity. In 
accordance with Regulation 17 of the Environment Regulations 
(2009), ConocoPhillips Australia will undertake a review of the 
EP to ensure changes in legislation, science (and associated 
changes to impact and risk assessments), consultation or other 
management requirements are accounted for and assessed on 
a regular basis to maintain an acceptable level/ALARP. 
 
This requirement is reflected in the Implementation Strategy, 
namely section 10.2.7 Management of Change, and control 
measure CM09: Drilling Program which require assessment 
against the management of change process prior to the 
commencement of the drilling campaign and during the 
campaign to maintain an acceptable level/ALARP. 

375 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person considered 
activities outside of the petroleum 
activity be considered in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the 
OPGGS Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will 
be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. 
Activities occurring outside the operational areas a governed 
under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative 
requirements.  
 
We have undertaken to review and can confirm that 
appropriate maritime controls are in place for other activities 
that will not be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum 
title and are not included within the scope of the Environment 
Plan. For example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe 
speed, and maintain a safe and proper lookout, is outlined in 
the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea (COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation 
(the Navigation Act 2012). Further, under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
persons undertaking any activity that results in the 
unintentional death or injury of a cetacean in or beyond the 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Australian Whale Sanctuary, i.e. vessels and the drilling rig 
outside of the operational areas, must notify the Secretary of 
the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment 
and Water within seven days of becoming aware of the results 
of your activity.  The Australian Whale Sanctuary includes all 
Commonwealth waters from the 3 nautical mile state waters 
limit out to the boundary of the Exclusive Economic Zone (i.e. 
out to 200 nautical miles and further in some places). Within 
the Sanctuary it is an offence to kill, injure or interfere with a 
cetacean. Severe penalties apply to anyone convicted of such 
offences. 

448 4153, 4658, 
5473 

Objection/Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the ability to assess and 
understand the impacts of the 
proposed project when there are no 
projected drill locations and 
requested information on how drill 
site locations are selected. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to continuing to 
provide updates on changes to the scope and bounds of the 
proposed activity, as stated in Table 10-5 of the Implementation 
Strategy within the EP.  
 
As stated above, narrowing and refinement of the scope of the 
proposed activity and operational areas has continued, leading 
to the identification of several activity limitations that can now 
be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Details of these changes can be found within the June 2024 
Project update.  
 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity 
should be expected as we mature our subsurface 
understanding, refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing 
consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and 
authorities.   
 

Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4: 
Specific locations for seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling 
have yet to be confirmed. The 
process for selecting final survey 
and drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data 
processing, interpretation of the 
data to select targets with a high 
probability of success, and 
analysis of the efficiency of the 
drilling program to confirm 
resources with the least amount 
of wells, to minimise potential 
impacts and risks associated with 
each. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys 
and drilling activities that may 
occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 
T/49P. This ensures that the 
impacts and risks associated with 
all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in 
an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 

449 4153, 4658 Question Relevant person requested details 
on the drilling rig being sourced. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As advised in our Project Update Information Sheet provided in 
August 2023: 
“ConocoPhillips Australia has secured a harsh environment 
semi-submersible rig as part of a rig consortium. Drilling 
remains dependent on the EP being accepted by NOPSEMA. It 
is important to know that no activity can occur prior to the 
acceptance of the EP by NOPSEMA. Securing the services of a 
drilling rig and mobilising it to the Otway Basin is a 
considerable logistical and commercial undertaking. To ensure 
availability of a drilling rig, this process is often undertaken at 
the same time as EP development and relevant person 
consultation.” 

N/A 

450 4153, 4658 Question Relevant person requested 
information regarding the capping 
of a well. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

These questions are addressed together as they raise 
overlapping issues.  
Capping stacks are not deployed from MODUs. As is standard 
for the industry, ConocoPhillips Australia has completed a 
detailed capping stack feasibility assessment and, as stated in 
draft EP chapter 7.7, “due to the technical complexity of 
deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume 
environment and harsh metocean conditions, a relief well has 
been determined to be the primary means of source control. 
The costs and time associated with deploying a capping stack, 
the very low probability of effective deployment and trade-offs 
associated with significant HSE risk are considered grossly 
disproportionate to the benefit gained.” 

N/A 

451 4153, 4658 Question Relevant person requested details 
on sourcing arrangements for 
vessels. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will go out to the market to source 
suitable vessels. It is possible that the sourced vessels will be 
from both Australian and international waters and maritime 
requirements and EP control measures around vessel operating 
procedures and marine assurance apply equally. 

N/A 

452 4153, 4658, 
5473 

Objection/Request Relevant person provided feedback 
that they could not assess ALARP 
without defined drill sites. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to providing updates 
on changes to the scope and bounds of the proposed activity 
The narrowing and refinement of the proposed activity’s scope 
and bounds has led to the identification of activity limitations 
which are detailed in the June 2024 Project update. Further 
refinements are expected as subsurface understanding matures 
and ongoing consultation continues. 

N/A 

453 4153, 4658, 
5473 

Question Relevant person queried at what 
point of the consultation process 
does ConocoPhillips Australia 
expect to provide drill site locations 
to relevant persons. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to continuing to 
provide updates on changes to the scope and bounds of the 
proposed activity, as stated in Table 10-5 of the Implementation 
Strategy within the EP.  
 

Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4: 
Specific locations for seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling 
have yet to be confirmed. The 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

As stated above, narrowing and refinement of the scope of the 
proposed activity and operational areas has continued, leading 
to the identification of several activity limitations that can now 
be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Details of these changes can be found within the June 2024 
Project update.  
 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity 
should be expected as we mature our subsurface 
understanding, refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing 
consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and 
authorities.   

process for selecting final survey 
and drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data 
processing, interpretation of the 
data to select targets with a high 
probability of success, and 
analysis of the efficiency of the 
drilling program to confirm 
resources with the least amount 
of wells, to minimise potential 
impacts and risks associated with 
each. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys 
and drilling activities that may 
occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 
T/49P. This ensures that the 
impacts and risks associated with 
all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in 
an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 

454 4153, 4658 Claim Relevant person queried what 
mitigation measures were in place 
to ensure the Tasmanian Wilderness 
World Heritage Area is not 
impacted by a spill. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The EMBA shows the full range of possible consequences that 
may occur in the extremely unlikely event of a loss of well 
control, using high conservative modelling of 1400 hypothetical 
spill simulations, without mitigations, and represents the outer 
extent of areas that could be affected by low thresholds of 
hydrocarbons which are below the levels that cause ecological 
effects. 
 
We have published out mitigation measures and Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan as part of the provision of sufficient 
information to relevant persons on our consultation hub. 

Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
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455 4153, 4658 Question Relevant person queried if there 
would be a detailed spill response 
in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Yes, ConocoPhillips Australia spill response plans have been 
available for consultation since 31 August, as advised in our 
August project update. The primary spill response plan remains 
available via our consultation hub and will be included as an 
Appendix to the EP. 

N/A 

456 4153, 4658 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that the impact assessment did not 
address cumulative impacts across 
the breadth of the project. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Cumulative impacts have been assessed in draft EP chapter 8 
made available in August 2023, as advised in our project 
update in August. 

Cumulative impact assessment 

457 4153, 4658 Claim Relevant person queried a 
statement made by a consultant 
during a community information 
sessions regarding scientific or 
cultural reasons halting the project. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia believes that the activity can always be 
adapted and/or modified to respect the scientific, cultural, 
social, and economic values and sensitivities in order to meet 
the requirements of the Regulations. We have considered all 
feedback received through the consultation process to inform 
the development of the EP. 

N/A 

458 4153, 4658, 
5473 

Question Relevant person queried a 
statement made in regards to no 
drilling adjacent to King Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to continuing to 
provide updates on changes to the scope and bounds of the 
proposed activity, as stated in Table 10-5 of the Implementation 
Strategy within the EP.  
 
As stated above, narrowing and refinement of the scope of the 
proposed activity and operational areas has continued, leading 
to the identification of several activity limitations that can now 
be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Details of these changes can be found within the June 2024 
Project update.  
 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity 
should be expected as we mature our subsurface 
understanding, refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing 
consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and 
authorities.   
 

Review and update of 
information in EP section 1.4: 
Specific locations for seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling 
have yet to be confirmed. The 
process for selecting final survey 
and drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data 
processing, interpretation of the 
data to select targets with a high 
probability of success, and 
analysis of the efficiency of the 
drilling program to confirm 
resources with the least amount 
of wells, to minimise potential 
impacts and risks associated with 
each. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys 
and drilling activities that may 
occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 
T/49P. This ensures that the 
impacts and risks associated with 
all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in 
an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. However, a precautionary 
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Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 

459 4153, 4658 Claim Relevant person queried if 
ConocoPhillips Australia is at risk of 
breaching any lease title 
requirements that are time 
constrained. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Title Instruments typically contain time constraints as 
titleholders are required to undertake activities in a manner 
that demonstrates good standing. However, extensions are 
routinely applied for and granted within the industry. 
  
ConocoPhillips Australia has been undertaking consultation 
officially since February 2023 and is not in any way fast-
tracking this EP.   

N/A 

460 4153, 4658 Question Relevant person requested the 
recording and minutes from their 
meeting to ensure it was accurately 
recorded. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The recording for the meeting held on 18/10/23 was provided 
to you and we received confirmation of your download on 
21/10/23. 

N/A 

461 4153, 4658 Request Relevant person requested that all 
relevant persons are advised of 
reportable incidents, changes made 
to the EP (either before or after 
approval) and the identification of 
any new or changed impacts or 
risks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the provision of 
updates on activity progress in Table 10-5 of the 
Implementation Strategy, including, 
• Notification of commencement of activities. 
• Notification of key activity stages. 
• Notification of significant changes to the activity, e.g. 
unplanned events, and 
• Notification of conclusion of activities.  
 
These may be provided via: 
• Email 
• Otway Consultation Hub 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Website 
• Social media 
• Signage in key ports 
• Notice to mariners 
• SMS 
• Telephone  
Noting not all methods/channels will be used for each relevant 
person. 
 
With regard to reportable incidents, these will be reported as 
required under Part 3 of the Commonwealth Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) 

Ongoing consultation 
requirements are detailed in the 
Implementation Strategy - Table 
10-5. 
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Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Regulations 2009, as detailed in Section 10, tables 10-7 and 10-
8 of the EP. 

462 4153, 4658 Claim Relevant person claimed they had 
not seen significant evidence of 
mitigation measures to align with 
the company's Biodiversity Policy. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

We believe we continue to demonstrate strong alignment with 
our Biodiversity Position and have updated the information in 
section 10.1.2.3, to further reflect this where relevant to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program, as detailed below: 
• Applying a science-based approach and considering 
cumulative effects to develop leading best practices as 
described through-out the impact and risk assessment 
Environment Plan chapters and Cumulative Impact Assessment 
chapter. 
• Collecting data and information on local biodiversity 
through site assessments and baseline studies through the 
implementation of multi-year marine mammal survey program, 
the completion of studies on giant crabs and southern rock 
lobsters and by supporting citizen science and coastal southern 
right whale research programs. 
• Developing indicators and metrics to track 
biodiversity impacts and risk management performance 
through the development of control measures, environmental 
performance standards and measurement criteria. 

The information in section 
10.1.2.3 was updated to reflect 
the response to this claim, where 
relevant to the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program, as detailed 
below: 
• Applying a science-
based approach and considering 
cumulative effects to develop 
leading best practices as 
described through-out the 
impact and risk assessment 
Environment Plan chapters and 
Cumulative Impact Assessment 
chapter. 
• Collecting data and 
information on local biodiversity 
through site assessments and 
baseline studies through the 
implementation of multi-year 
marine mammal survey program, 
the completion of studies on 
giant crabs and southern rock 
lobsters and by supporting 
citizen science and coastal 
southern right whale research 
programs. 
• Developing indicators 
and metrics to track biodiversity 
impacts and risk management 
performance through the 
development of control 
measures, environmental 
performance standards and 
measurement criteria. 
• Applying technological 
innovation and practical, 
sustainable solutions for 
biodiversity conservation 
through, for example, 
coordinating citizen science and 
aerial survey program for marine 
mammals.  
• Collaborating with 
conservation organisations, 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
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Inclusion in Environment Plan 

governments, and policy bodies 
by, for example, providing data 
to state government 
departments to improve 
understanding on species 
presence and federal 
government departments to 
support the review of biologically 
important areas.   
• Engaging with local 
communities on biodiversity-
related impacts associated with 
our operations, mitigation 
actions and proactive initiatives 
to support biodiversity 
conservation through community 
information sessions and funding 
for citizen science programs. 

1018 1655 Claim Relevant person discussed the 
impacts of seismic blasts, 
particularly on cetaceans, and 
mentioned that a representative 
from ConocoPhillips Australia was 
interrupted while trying to respond. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding 
impacts associated with impulsive sound on whales and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to 
these species are adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Section 6.7 certain 
short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation (VSP) and geophysical surveys (SBP) as described in 
detail above. Any predicted impacts would be limited to a 
highly localised area of 2.39 km from the sound source while 
infrequent, short-term SBP and VSP activities are undertaken 
for all whale species, excluding the southern right whale. 
Predicted impacts to the southern right whale are limited to 
6.48 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term 
SBP and VSP activities are undertaken. Further, impacts to 
primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted. 
Geophysical survey and VSP operations will be managed to 
ensure they are consistent with the Conservation Management 
Plan (CMP) for the blue whale and the recovery plan for the 
southern right whale. Further, a Fauna Management Plan 
(Appendix N, formerly Whale Management Plan) has been 
developed and outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the 
implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, 
night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 
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points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety 
Case and Well Integrity requirements. 
Therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact 
assessment of Moderate (3) for low-frequency cetaceans, 
including baleen whales, to be adequate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is 
satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 
addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a 
result, the EP has not been updated in response. 

1019 1655 Claim Relevant person expressed the need 
to ensure statutory notifications are 
made within a two-hour timeframe 
to relevant authorities and control 
agencies, and showed interest in 
following up on this matter. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia will provide periodic updates to 
relevant persons in line with a consultation and communication 
plan for the activity, for example, notifications prior to , during 
and on completion of the acitivity. ConocoPhillips Australia 
noted the request for the provision of information on incidents 
and spills during the activity and requested information on why 
this information was being requested and how it would 
support the relevant persons assessment of the possible 
consequences on their functions, interests and activities (Event 
ID: 4132, Doc ID: 3850). 

N/A 

1020 1655 Objection The Australian Marine Conservation 
Society (AMCS) expressed serious 
concerns about the impacts of 
certain processes on the 
community and marine life. They 
advocate for the cessation of these 
processes, viewing the industry as 
polluting and incompatible with 
Paris climate targets. AMCS strongly 
advocates for the protection of 
oceans and marine life and the end 
of offshore oil and gas operations. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The statement represents a fundamental objection to oil and 
gas (i.e. ending these sort of processes, cessation of offshore 
oil and gas) and is not related to the adverse effects of the 
proposed activity. 

N/A 

1110 4153 Claim Relevant person criticized the 
staggered release of project 
chapters, stating it resulted in a 
disjointed understanding of the 
project and its cumulative impacts. 
They also expressed concern that 
assessments within chapters were 
done in isolation, not considering 
the overall project's impact on 
Matters of National Environmental 
Significance, Key Ecological 
Features, and coastal communities. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding 
consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and 
has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia made the first tranche of draft EP 
chapters available to relevant person via the consultation hub 
on 24 August 2023 and communicated this availability and 
instructions on how to provide feedback via an emailed project 
update (EVENT ID 3050).  
ConocoPhillips Australia made all draft EP chapters available to 
relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 
and communicated this availability and instructions on how to 
provide feedback via email to relevant persons at this time 
(EVENT ID 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia notes that 
representatives of the relevant organisation (ORG ID: 111) were 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

included on the distribution list for this notification and that 
our records show this email was delivered. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that the provision of draft EP 
chapters is not a regulatory requirement, rather it represents 
the provision of all possible information available to support 
consultation. This was supported by summary information 
provided in information sheets and project updates throughout 
consultation.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that a 
sufficient information to allow relevant persons and potentially 
relevant persons to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities has been provided and that each relevant 
person and potentially relevant person has been provided with 
a reasonable period for the consultation, with ample 
opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.   
ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding cumulative 
impacts to be of high merit. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk 
assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, 
includes an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts 
which are assessed in detailed in EP Chapter 8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is 
satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in 
the preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, 
no further changes have been made to the EP in response to 
this claim. 

1112 4173 Claim Relevant person expressed deep 
concern over the potential 
environmental impacts and impacts 
on MNES. They recommended 
changes to the OA and criticized 
the consultation process, 
suggesting it was merely a formality 
rather than a genuine consideration 
of environmental impacts. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has previously responded to claims 
relating to a statement ‘that there would never be a scientific 
or cultural reason that would halt the project’, stating: 
“ConocoPhillips Australia believes that the activity can always 
be adapted and/or modified to respect the scientific, cultural, 
social, and economic values and sensitivities in order to meet 
the requirements of the Regulations. We have considered all 
feedback received through the consultation process to inform 
the development of the EP”. 

N/A 

1115 4175 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the lack of information on 
drill rig sites in the draft EP, making 
it difficult to understand the 
project's scale. They questioned the 
selection process for these sites and 
how it affects their ability to provide 
feedback on mitigation measures 
and ALARP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

See Event ID: 615: "ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims 
regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process 
was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), 
the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets 
with a high probability of success and an analysis of the 

EP Section 1.4 was updated in 
response to claims around no 
defined drilling locations. 
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efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the 
least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 
designed to represent the broadest area within which 
petroleum activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
provided a thorough description of the environment within the 
operational areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA) in EP Chapter 4.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed 
surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within 
broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles 
VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an 
overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 
proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts 
and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal 
extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to 
reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative 
of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced 
number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of 
feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a 
species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a 
sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by 
drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process 
assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the 
closest location, or location that results in the largest or most 
significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as 
Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly 
conservative approach, with mitigation measures being applied 
at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of 
interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with 
sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. The EP 
has not been updated in response to these claims." 

1124 4407 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the completeness of 
ConocoPhillips Australia's EP, 
highlighting the lack of information 
on proposed drill sites, spill 
mitigation plans, and LOWC control 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

See Event ID: 615: "ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims 
regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process 
was provided. 

EP Section 1.4 was updated in 
response to claims around no 
defined drilling locations. 
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timeframes. They also mentioned 
that they have not received a 
written response to their previous 
queries about the EP chapters. 

As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), 
the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets 
with a high probability of success and an analysis of the 
efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the 
least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 
designed to represent the broadest area within which 
petroleum activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
provided a thorough description of the environment within the 
operational areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA) in EP Chapter 4.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed 
surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within 
broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles 
VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an 
overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 
proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts 
and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal 
extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to 
reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative 
of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced 
number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of 
feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a 
species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a 
sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by 
drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process 
assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the 
closest location, or location that results in the largest or most 
significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as 
Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly 
conservative approach, with mitigation measures being applied 
at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of 
interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with 
sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
ConocoPhillips Australia  provided the OIl Pollution Emergency 
Plan when it released the draft EP Chapters in August 2023 and 
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this and the EP provided detail on the worst-case credible 
duration for a loss of well control.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided comprehensive and 
timely responses to the feedback raised by this relevant person, 
and changes were made to the EP in relation to a number of 
the objections and claims received, as summarised in EP 
Appendix C2.  The EP has not been updated in response to 
these claims." 

1210 5239 Claim Relevant person highlighted that 
well blowouts are not uncommon, 
with eight instances recorded 
between 2014 and 2021. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of Well 
Control (LOWC) can mean simply the failure of one barrier in 
the control process but there are typically multiple barriers that 
subsequently kick in should any primary barrier fail. So a a 
LOWC can still occur and would still be reported to NOPSEMA, 
but a LOWC does not equate to a 'well blowout' and the 
subsequent release of any hydrocarbons to the environment. 
It's a really important distinction to make between a LOWC and 
a 'well blowout'. Further, as decribed in EP Section 7.7.5, an 
assessment of historical LOWC incidents was undertaken using 
the IOGP Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This provided 
an indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on previous 
incidents. The chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event 
are 1.6 x 10-4 per well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that 
the event may occur, which corresponds to a likelihood ranking 
of Unlikely (L2). 

N/A 

1222 5523 Claim Relevant person expressed concern 
that the previous Environment Plan 
(EP) did not sufficiently address the 
SRW draft recovery plan. They 
suggested that the EP should be 
revised to reference the full and 
final recovery plan, especially 
considering the recent formal 
release of the recovery plan. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the requirements 
of the draft Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan were 
considered in preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) prior to 
submission to NOPSEMA for assessment.  
 
As the requirement to comply with the new Southern Right 
Whale Recovery Plan took effect on 31 July 2024, after 
submission of the EP, based on NOPSEMA’s guidance, we 
expect that NOPSEMA may seek additional information to 
support assessments and decision-making in relation to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program related to any material 
differences between the draft and new Plans. 
 
NOPSEMA’s guidance on this matter can be found on their 
website: New Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan introduced | 
NOPSEMA 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide 
updates of any changes or new information, as it becomes 
available. 

N/A 
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1223 5545 Claim Relevant person highlighted that 
NOPSEMA will not accept an 
environment plan inconsistent with 
the Recovery Plan. They also 
mentioned that proponents and 
titleholders can expect NOPSEMA 
to seek additional information for 
assessments and decision-making 
related to projects impacting the 
Southern Right Whale. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the requirements 
of the draft Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan were 
considered in preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) prior to 
submission to NOPSEMA for assessment.  
 
As the requirement to comply with the new Southern Right 
Whale Recovery Plan took effect on 31 July 2024, after 
submission of the EP, based on NOPSEMA’s guidance, we 
expect that NOPSEMA may seek additional information to 
support assessments and decision-making in relation to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program related to any material 
differences between the draft and new Plans. 
 
NOPSEMA’s guidance on this matter can be found on their 
website: New Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan introduced | 
NOPSEMA 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide 
updates of any changes or new information, as it becomes 
available. 

N/A 

1224 5545 Claim Relevant person pointed out that 
the latest draft of the Environmental 
Plan (EP), submitted on 9 
November 2023, does not 
demonstrate that the project's 
activities will align with the 
approved Recovery Plan due to 
timing issues. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the requirements 
of the draft Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan were 
considered in preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) prior to 
submission to NOPSEMA for assessment.  
 
As the requirement to comply with the new Southern Right 
Whale Recovery Plan took effect on 31 July 2024, after 
submission of the EP, based on NOPSEMA’s guidance, we 
expect that NOPSEMA may seek additional information to 
support assessments and decision-making in relation to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program related to any material 
differences between the draft and new Plans. 
 
NOPSEMA’s guidance on this matter can be found on their 
website: New Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan introduced | 
NOPSEMA 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide 
updates of any changes or new information, as it becomes 
available. 

N/A 

1225 5545 Claim Relevant person noted changes 
between the draft and final version 
of the document, including a new 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to undertake 
activities within the southern right whale reproduction BIA. The 

N/A 
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'very high' priority action aimed at 
minimizing the risk of behavioural 
disturbance in certain areas 
frequented by southern right 
whales. 

closest distance from the operational areas to the reproduction 
BIA is approximately 12 km. 

1226 5545 Claim Relevant person expressed concern 
that there has been a lack of 
evidence to show that the risk of 
behavioural disturbance to 
Southern Right Whales calves has 
been minimized. They suggested 
that this evaluation should be in 
addition to the existing evaluation 
through JASCO modelling of 
mother-calf pairs. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the requirements 
of the draft Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan were 
considered in preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) prior to 
submission to NOPSEMA for assessment.  
 
As the requirement to comply with the new Southern Right 
Whale Recovery Plan took effect on 31 July 2024, after 
submission of the EP, based on NOPSEMA’s guidance, we 
expect that NOPSEMA may seek additional information to 
support assessments and decision-making in relation to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program related to any material 
differences between the draft and new Plans. 
 
NOPSEMA’s guidance on this matter can be found on their 
website: New Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan introduced | 
NOPSEMA 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide 
updates of any changes or new information, as it becomes 
available. 

N/A 

1227 5545 Claim Relevant person suggested that 
further revision of the Environmental 
Plan (EP) is necessary, citing a 
statement from ConocoPhillips 
Australia that acknowledges the 
need for additional information to 
support assessments and decision-
making related to the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the requirements 
of the draft Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan were 
considered in preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) prior to 
submission to NOPSEMA for assessment.  
 
As the requirement to comply with the new Southern Right 
Whale Recovery Plan took effect on 31 July 2024, after 
submission of the EP, based on NOPSEMA’s guidance, we expect 
that NOPSEMA may seek additional information to support 
assessments and decision-making in relation to the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program related to any material differences 
between the draft and new Plans. 
 
NOPSEMA’s guidance on this matter can be found on their 
website: New Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan introduced | 
NOPSEMA 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide 

N/A 
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updates of any changes or new information, as it becomes 
available. 

1513 3785, 4270 Question Relevant person requested 
confirmation that Conservation 
Advices are also used to assess 
acceptability. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips has (in addition to Recovery Plans) used 
Conservation Advices to similarly assess acceptability, for 
example Table 4.6 which lists relevant EPBC Management Plans 
including conservation advice for the whale shark, Maugean 
skate, black cod, etc; and in impacts chapters for example 
Chapter 6.4 – shy albatross, etc. 
Exploration activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. 
Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable level of impact and work below that level. 
Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant 
up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, 
and are considerate of the information gathered through the 
consultation process. 

N/A 

1514 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person disagreed with the 
process for comparing predicted 
impacts with acceptable levels. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The acceptable level is established based on a range of factors, 
as described in more detail in draft Environment Plan section 
5.4.3, which includes external context (i.e. the existing 
environment). The effects of past projects and activities, and 
currently operating projects, are captured when describing the 
existing condition of, and any pressure or threats affecting the 
environment (see Section 4 Description of the Environment). 
This baseline condition and understanding of the capacity of the 
receiving environment and receptors to accommodate changes, 
in light of existing pressures and threats, informs the 
environmental impact assessments conducted in Sections 6 of 
the Environment Plan (EP).  

N/A 

1515 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person claimed that 
baseline data has not been used 
appropriately to inform the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Draft Environment Plan chapters released via ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s website were provided to ensure relevant persons 
had access to sufficient information to make objections and 
claims prior to the submission of the Environment Plan to the 
independent regulator NOPSEMA.  During this phase 
individuals and organisations have the opportunity to continue 
the co-design process, by providing information (that we may 
have otherwise been unaware of), that can improve our 
understanding of the existing environment, the assessment of 
environmental impacts and risks and the development of 
control measures for the activity. We recognise and appreciate 
the value that local knowledge can provide through this 
consultation process. 

N/A 

1516 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person considered that 
assessments of acceptability in the 
draft EP did not consider feedback 
from relevant persons. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has identified that the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) intersects the Loss of 
Well Control EMBA along its coastal extent in the south-south-
west of Tasmania, as detailed in draft Environment Plan section 
4.4.2. We acknowledge that the Tasmanian wilderness is one of 
the largest temperate wilderness areas and a precious cultural 

N/A 
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landscape for Tasmanian First Nations people who have lived 
there for at least 35,000 years. We also identified the Port 
Maugean Shark as known to occur in an area overlapped by 
only the low surface (floating) and in-water thresholds from a 
loss of well control event.  Low thresholds represent sub-lethal 
concentrations of hydrocarbons and are not predicted to result 
in ecological effects. ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the 
remote likelihood of a loss of well control event coupled with 
the conservatively modelled low consequence and the 
effectiveness of the adopted measures, in consideration of the 
condition of the existing environment does not present an 
unacceptable level of risk. The risk assessment for LOWC also 
includes consideration of marine parks and endangered species 
as described in draft EP section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia requests clarification of which benefits 
the AMCS is referring to that have been defined as negligible. 

1517 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person claimed 
acceptability may be a higher 
standard than ALARP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to demonstrate that 
impacts and risks are reduced to levels that area as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) when the cost and effort 
required to make further reductions is grossly disproportionate 
to the benefit gained. A corresponding statement of ALARP is 
provided for each impact and risk assessment to justify the 
overall certainty and effectiveness of reducing potential impacts 
and risks to ALARP, using the adopted control measures. 
Reducing impacts and risks to ALARP is an ongoing process and 
new measures may be identified at any time, including during 
operations.  
As described in draft EP section 5.6.2, regarding the 
‘implementation of all technically feasible mitigations in order to 
be considered acceptable’, decisions to implement proposed 
measures includes, in line with NOPSEMA guidance provided in 
N-04300-GN0271 A336398, consideration of: 
• Hierarchy of controls – sets out the order in which controls 
must be considered i.e. elimination, prevention, reduction and 
then mitigation 
• Technically feasible and commercial ability to implement  
• Likely support and implementation by persons with relevant 
roles and responsibilities  
• Consistency with national or industry standards and practices  
• Possibly introduction of additional impacts or risks in other 
activity areas (e.g., safety)  
• Effectiveness of the change, taking into account the:  
• Current level of impact and risk with existing controls  
• Amount of additional reduction that the control will deliver 
• Level of confidence that the reduction will be achieved, and  
• Resources, schedule and cost required to implement the 
control. 
In addition, where interacting or conflicting environmental 

N/A 
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outcomes are identified, trade-off decisions affecting mitigation 
and management measures are evaluated to identify if they are 
beneficial or not.  

1518 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person claimed any 
benefits to protect WHAs should not 
be considered negiligible. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to demonstrate that 
impacts and risks are reduced to levels that area as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) when the cost and effort 
required to make further reductions is grossly disproportionate 
to the benefit gained. A corresponding statement of ALARP is 
provided for each impact and risk assessment to justify the 
overall certainty and effectiveness of reducing potential impacts 
and risks to ALARP, using the adopted control measures. 
Reducing impacts and risks to ALARP is an ongoing process and 
new measures may be identified at any time, including during 
operations.  
As described in draft EP section 5.6.2, regarding the 
‘implementation of all technically feasible mitigations in order to 
be considered acceptable’, decisions to implement proposed 
measures includes, in line with NOPSEMA guidance provided in 
N-04300-GN0271 A336398, consideration of: 
• Hierarchy of controls – sets out the order in which controls 
must be considered i.e. elimination, prevention, reduction and 
then mitigation 
• Technically feasible and commercial ability to implement  
• Likely support and implementation by persons with relevant 
roles and responsibilities  
• Consistency with national or industry standards and practices  
• Possibly introduction of additional impacts or risks in other 
activity areas (e.g., safety)  
• Effectiveness of the change, taking into account the:  
• Current level of impact and risk with existing controls  
• Amount of additional reduction that the control will deliver 
• Level of confidence that the reduction will be achieved, and  
• Resources, schedule and cost required to implement the 
control. 
In addition, where interacting or conflicting environmental 
outcomes are identified, trade-off decisions affecting mitigation 
and management measures are evaluated to identify if they are 
beneficial or not.  
ConocoPhillips Australia requests clarification of which benefits 
the AMCS is referring to that have been defined as negligible. 

N/A 

1519 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding impacts of drilling  within 
Zeehan marine park being treated 
the same as drilling elsewhere. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for 
the environment  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas 
(within the operational areas) 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 
position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 

1520 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the lack of baseline data 
to support assessment of impacts to 
Tasmanian benthic habitats. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Regarding the availability of baseline data, Boreen et al. (1993) 
examined 259 sediment samples collected over the Otway Basin 
and the Sorell Basin of the west Tasmanian margin. Samples 
were taken during two research cruises (January/February 1987 
and March/April 1988) on the RV Rig Seismic using dredges, 
corers, grabs and a heat-flow probe. Surveys were also carried 
out by Museum Victoria on the continental shelf of the Bass 
Strait between 1979 and 1984 (Poore et al. 1985; Wilson and 
Poore 1987), and with Geoscience Australia in 2003 to 
quantitatively describe and assess benthic invertebrate and 
sediments from Bass Strait.   
Benthic habitat within the operational areas is a mixture of 
calcareous ooze, calcareous sand and silt and a mixture of mud 
and sand (see Section 4.6.1). Calcareous materials are 
characteristic of soft sediment habitats while sand silt and gravel 
are characteristic of sandy substrate habitats. The T/49P permit 
area contains linear reef features, which are disconnected and 
widely interspersed with sand. It is unlikely that extensive areas 
of rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral and more 
diverse fauna may be present) occur within the operational 
areas. The presence of wave-sculpted sediment and low-profile 
limestone pavement reef often inundated by sand has been 
identified in the Zeehan Marine Park (DNP 2022). Further, it is 
known that unvegetated soft sediments (sand, mud and other 
unconsolidated substrates) are the dominant feature of the 
subtidal marine environment in Tasmania, comprising around 
75% of the seabed in nearshore areas (Parsons 2011). 
The T/49P operational area partially overlaps the Zeehan 
Australian Marine Park (AMP). The South-east Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Network Management Plan (2013-2023) (DNP 
2013) identifies the ecosystems, habitats, communities and sea-
floor features associated with the Western Bass Strait Shelf 
Transition and Bass Strait Shelf Provinces as major conservation 
values for the Zeehan marine reserve. The Zeehan reserve 
includes a variety of seabed habitats, including exposed 
limestone, that support rich animal communities of large 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

sponges and lace coral and other, permanently fixed, 
invertebrates on the continental shelf. The rocky limestone 
provides important habitats for a variety of commercial species, 
such as the Australia’s giant crab (Pseudocarcinus gigas), and a 
nursery ground for blue warehou (Seriolella brama) and ocean 
perch (Sebastes alutus) (DNP 2013). The potential impact area 
(0.006 km2 at each well) is small compared to the size of the 
AMP (19,897 km2). Any impacts to ecological receptors, as 
described above, will be localised and short-term, and 
widespread changes to the marine environment are not 
expected. Subsequently, no changes (Negligible (1) 
consequences) to are predicted to the conservation values of 
the Zeehan AMP. 
As previously stated, extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops 
(where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) 
are unlikely to be present in the operational areas, including the 
those that overlap the Zeehan Marine Park. If, however, such 
substrates are identified during seabed surveys, the data will be 
used to support the design of future developments within the 
area. 

1521 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that impacts are measureable and 
will occur. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Regarding reference to benthic impacts within the Zeehan MP, 
these ‘may’ occur in the event that drilling is conducted in the 
Marine Park. You are correct in stating that these ‘should be 
measurable impacts that will occur’. However, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to assess impacts and risk across the 
broader operational areas to reflect that drilling ‘may’ occur 
anywhere within that area. In the event that drilling does occur 
within the MP, then the assessed, measurable impacts, will occur.

N/A 

1522 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person objected to drilling 
within or near the Zeehan Marine 
Park. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for 
the environment  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas 
(within the operational areas) 
• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 
position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. During consultation ConocoPhillips 
Australia identified that benthic samples collected during 
seabed surveys could be retained for further analysis. The cost 
and effort to retain samples collected during the seabed survey, 
with storage and transport for onshore analysis, are considered 
to be reasonable and this requirement will include this in the 
procurement process for the seabed survey. No 
additional/alternative controls were identified that would further 
reduce the impacts without grossly disproportionate costs or 
trade-offs, including consideration of directional drilling. 
Therefore, the predicted impacts to receptors, including the 
Zeehan Marine Park, from seabed disturbance associated with 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP). 
The ALARP assessment for directional drilling identified 
significant health, safety and environmental trade-offs 
associated with the increased drilling duration and increased 
vessel movements to support the longer duration resulting in: 
• increased drilling and operational discharges 
• increased underwater sound emissions 
• increased atmospheric emissions increased drilling period 
• increased risk of HSE incidents, e.g. stuck pipe events resulting 
in loss or damage of equipment and exposure to personnel to 
higher risk drilling activities. 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no 
changes to conservation values or sensitivities; and no 
substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which 
may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social 
amenity, cultural values or human health. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impacts across all 
operational areas to be of an acceptable level. 

1523 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person claimed that not 
drilling within the Zeehan Marine 
Park and other mitigation measures 
should not be rejected. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. During consultation ConocoPhillips 
Australia identified that benthic samples collected during 
seabed surveys could be retained for further analysis. The cost 
and effort to retain samples collected during the seabed survey, 
with storage and transport for onshore analysis, are considered 
to be reasonable and this requirement will include this in the 
procurement process for the seabed survey. No 
additional/alternative controls were identified that would further 
reduce the impacts without grossly disproportionate costs or 
trade-offs, including consideration of directional drilling. 
Therefore, the predicted impacts to receptors, including the 
Zeehan Marine Park, from seabed disturbance associated with 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP). 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

The ALARP assessment for directional drilling identified 
significant health, safety and environmental trade-offs 
associated with the increased drilling duration and increased 
vessel movements to support the longer duration resulting in: 
• increased drilling and operational discharges 
• increased underwater sound emissions 
• increased atmospheric emissions increased drilling period 
• increased risk of HSE incidents, e.g. stuck pipe events resulting 
in loss or damage of equipment and exposure to personnel to 
higher risk drilling activities. 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no 
changes to conservation values or sensitivities; and no 
substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which 
may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social 
amenity, cultural values or human health. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impacts across all 
operational areas to be of an acceptable level. 

1524 3785, 4270 Claim Relevant person claimed that 
environmental monitoring and 
collection of baseline data provides 
more than negligible benefit given 
the ability to inform control 
measures for future wells.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

During consultation ConocoPhillips Australia identified that 
benthic samples collected during seabed surveys could be 
retained for further analysis. The cost and effort to retain 
samples collected during the seabed survey, with storage and 
transport for onshore analysis, are considered to be reasonable 
and this requirement will include this in the procurement 
process for the seabed survey. Adopt CM11: Procurement 
Vetting Process (with onshore processing). 

N/A 

1525 3785, 4270 Objection Relevant person claimed the 
absence of drill locations makes it 
difficult to properly assess impacts 
across the entire potential impact 
area. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

 Previous advice had been provided on the conservative 
assessment process over the broader operational areas and 
updates to section 1.4 of the EP to provide clarity. 

N/A 

1542 6291 Statement Relevant person stated they are 
corresponding about the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan. 

N/A Noted. Statement made to NOPSEMA. N/A 

1544 6291 Statement Relevant person stated that the 
status of EP is under assessment 
(with titleholder). 

N/A Noted. Statement made to NOPSEMA. N/A 

1545 6291 Request Relevant person requested 
information related to NOPSEMA's 
deliberative decision-making 
process. 

N/A Noted. Request made to NOPSEMA. N/A 

1547 6291 Statement Relevant person quoted sections of 
the Environment Regulations related 

N/A Noted. Statement made to NOPSEMA. N/A 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

to timeframes for NOPSEMA's 
decision-making process. 

1550 6291 Request Relevant person requested that 
NOPSEMA to extend its decision 
deadline to after 15 January 2025, 
allowing relevant persons more time 
to consider and respond to changes 
to the EP. 

N/A ConocoPhillips Australia reiterates our response as per FB ID 
1546 above.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided updates on relevant  
changes to the EP during the EP assessment process (Event IDs: 
5483 and 6288) and has continued to engage with AMCS 
during this period, affording a reasonable opportunity to be 
consulted over an extensive period of 640 days.  
As described in NOPSEMA's brochure Consultation on offshore 
petroleum environment plans, 'titleholders are not required by 
law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons for 
their offshore petroleum activities to proceed; however, they are 
required to demonstrate in their environment plan how the 
concerns, objections or claims raised by relevant persons were 
considered and demonstrate that their response to that 
information was appropriate. NOPSEMA’s assessment and 
decision-making will consider if titleholders have adequately 
demonstrated in the environment plan that genuine 
consultation has taken place with relevant persons in 
accordance with regulations.' 

N/A 

1551 6291 Statement Relevant person stated that they 
wanted to let NOPSEMA know of 
shortcomings in the consultation 
process for the EP. 

N/A Noted. Statement made to NOPSEMA. N/A 

1556 6291 Statement Relevant person is eager to receive a 
response to previous requests within 
the letter 

N/A Noted. Statement made to NOPSEMA. N/A 

1557 6291 Statement Relevant person provided contact 
email address to be used. 

N/A Noted. Statement made to NOPSEMA. N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

496 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposal to conduct test drilling for 
gas exploration in our oceans between 
Tasmania and Victoria will cause direct 
harm to ocean ecosystems, marine life 
and exacerbate climate change.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts, and their mitigation, associated with the Otway Exploration 
Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration 
Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to influence 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other than short-term, localised, and 
recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date 
technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information gathered through the consultation 
process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously defined acceptable 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP demonstrates that the environmental 
impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum 
and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims. 

497 4935, 5104, 4957, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposed 6 test drilling wells, and 
associated vertical seismic blasting at 
each well, are stepping stones to fossil 
gas extraction. Such plans are 
incompatible with global efforts to limit 
warming to 1.5oC. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the concerns about the future potential for natural gas extraction to be 
of low merit.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf (nopsema.gov.au). This document 
explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, whereby the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 'Drilling' stage and may not find commercially viable quantities of gas. Depending 
on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, whereby we would undertake detailed design 
work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed into development and production. Prior to proceeding into 
development and production, we are required to prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a 
decision on the environmental acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed greenhouse 
gas inventory across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of potential environmental 
impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, and further consultation with relevant persons and 
a public comment period.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

498 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP submitted to NOPSEMA by 
ConocoPhillips is lacking in sufficient 
detail on the locations of the 6 proposed 
test drilling locations, and associated 
vessel movements in state and 
commonwealth waters. As a result, this 
EP fails to provide adequate details of the 
risks and mitigation measures for impacts 
on noted endangered species, such as 
blue and southern right whales in the 
area, in a way that fulfils the ability to 
understand if risks have been mitigated 
to As Low As Reasonably Practicable 
(ALARP) requirements. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding undefined drilling locations and vessel movements associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 
 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with petroleum tittles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all 
potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. 
The precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. Further, presenting the full extent of 
ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible 
spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when compared 
to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling locations, without 
consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, 
light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that 
seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant overlap 
with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with 
mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular 
species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
Regarding oil spill modelling, as described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 
(Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, 
proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for 
drilling in any location within the Operational Areas.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 
Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for which approval is 
being sought under this EP.  
As also explained in EP Section 1.4, vessels transiting to or from the operational areas are operating under the Commonwealth 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Navigation Act 2012 and are not performing a petroleum activity whilst outside the operational areas. Impacts and risks 
associated with vessels operating within the Commonwealth waters of the operational areas are assessed throughout the EP, for 
example, EP Section 6.9 (Planned Operational Discharges) and 7.4 (Interactions with Marine Fauna). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

499 4972, 5104, 4957, 
4935, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

Not having detailed information on 
where the gas drilling sites will be 
located, and the specific type of drill rig 
to be used, and its ability to rapidly 
deploy mitigation measures in the event 
of a Loss of Wellhead Control, should 
result in this EP being refused. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the drilling sites and type of rig in relation to extremely unlikely spill 
events to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an 
appropriate analysis of risk. 
 
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of 
well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be 
representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and 
continental slope. Consequently, the analysis of risk and response plans, which are based on modelled outcomes, are considered 
appropriate for all possible drilling locations within the operational areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on the response strategies to be implemented in the extremely unlikely event 
of a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the primary response plan, the Oil Spill Emergency Plan (OPEP), is 
included in EP Appendix I. 
Details on the type of drill rig proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are included in EP Chapter 2, specifically 
Table 2-5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean Equinox)). Further, ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided confirmation of the selected rig in the August 2023 Project Update, emailed to relevant persons and made publicly 
available on the consultation hub. 
Detailed information on spill response activities is provided in EP Section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

500 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details 
on what measures will be taken to avoid 
harming marine life, and enforceable 
measures to ensure that the key 
ecological features and threatened 
species in these areas will not be harmed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the measures that will be taken to avoid harming marine life and key 
ecological features to be of high merit and has reviewed the methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and 
demonstrations provided in EP Chapters 6 and 7, to ensure information provided on control measures is clear.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control measures and 
adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising from the activity to as low 
as reasonably practicable (ALARP). The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for example, 
technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of the 
change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information on considerations in this process 
are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is 
based on the nature and scale of the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness 
of controls; and is of a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS), against which the environmental performance of the titleholder is to be measured 
during the activity, and Measurement Criteria, that will allow the titleholder and NOPSEMA to determine if the performance 
outcomes and performance standards have been met, have been developed for each control measure and are detailed in EP 
Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). Compliance with the EPS is measured on an ongoing basis and is enforceable. 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not simply a cost 
equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to consider the comparative 
reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP 
criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered for professional 
judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to provide a balanced 
assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support the consultation process, and 
input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced 
throughout the EP. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption or rejection 
of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to these claims." 

501 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The information provided in this EP has 
broken up each potential risk and harm 
into disaggregated possibilities and 
mitigations, which fails to consider and 
detail the cumulative impacts of harms 
from sound pollution, light pollution, 
hydrocarbon spills and effects of flaring 
gas from these 6 proposed drill sites. This 
EP needs to be refused outright as the 
impacts to our ocean environment and 
marine life have not been adequately 
mapped or detailed, or adequate 
information on measures to mitigate 
impact. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, includes an 
evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, as successive, additive or 
synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with material impacts on the environment that have the 
potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales (NOPSEMA Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-
GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated with the activity, as part of 
the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed in conjunction with other aspects and with other 
significant activities or projects, result in material impacts that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales. 
These aspects have been analysed in the cumulative impact assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Regarding underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program involved the assessment of 
a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the cumulative impact of multiple continuous sound sources 
in close proximity, as described in EP Section 6.6.1.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cumulative impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and other reasonably foreseeable activities and projects within the region. 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

502 4957, 5104, 4935, 
4972, 4945, 4977, 
4936, 5091, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 4950, 
5096 

The marine life of our south east oceans 
are unique and under increasing threat 
from the expansion of the offshore oil 
and gas industry, including through 
vertical seismic blasting exploration and 
drilling for fossil fuels such as proposed 
by ConocoPhillips in this plan. Evidence 
that seismic blasting harms marine life is 
growing. Research has shown that 
seismic blasting results in serious harm to 
a variety of marine life, from deafening 
whales and disrupting their feeding and 
migration, damaging the ability of 
southern rock lobster to function and 
navigate, and causing mortality in small 
fish and zooplankton. After seismic blasts, 
many zooplankton are found dead as far 
away as 1.2 kilometres from the blast site, 
and potentially further.(1) [University of 
Tasmania, 2023, New Research Reveals 
Impact Of Seismic Surveys On 
Zooplankton]. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling (Appendix G) to 
determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed literature to determine 
relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, 
temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation is conducted to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 
undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP). VSP produces impulsive sound and is anticipated 
to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). Side-scan sonar (SSS) 
may also be used during geophysical surveys. Information collected using this technique is utilised by Geosciences Australia and 
many research institutes to map the seafloor. The geophysical surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well 
location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of 
less than 1,000 cubic inches, resulting sound pressure levels of approximately 216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). 
In comparison, seismic surveys involve wide-area, deep subsurface imaging which requires a larger volume airgun array for deep 
penetration with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic inches, resulting in SPL of approximately 238 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado 
Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path lengths involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D and 3D marine seismic 
surveys which corresponds with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic source.  
https://appea.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CMST-Underwater-Sound-and-Vibration-from-Offshore-Activities.pdf 
Impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess noise induced impacts on 
species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ 
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(i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling report (Appendix G) SEL24h is a 
cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on the assumption that an animal is 
consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The corresponding SEL24h radii therefore represent a worst-case 
scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would not stay in the same location for 24 hours. 
Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling within the radius of the source will be 
injured, but rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with impairment if it remained in that location 
for 24 hours. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory 
requirements. 
 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for injury 
from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural spatial and 
temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton species are 
impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted impacts to plankton do not 
remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained in the water column for several days as their 
remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 
2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who operate 
under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, government and the 
research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of data from works published by CSIRO, 
including Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered representative of the subject matter. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass Strait to central 
South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 2011). There is a main 
peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through all months with as many as three 
generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled with its high growth rate means that 
Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound emissions, as 
stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing only 6 exploration well 
locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. within 
50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). Considering the 
localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term activities are not 
expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   
 
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to this claim.  " 

503 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

"The proposed start date for this seabed 
survey to commence is January 2024, 
with the earliest date for drilling to start 
being April 2024, running through to 
December 2028. This four-year period 
results in impacts on every species known 
to inhabit and migrate through the area, 
and those species will be affected by the 
associated vessel traffic, vertical seismic 
blasting and drilling proposed in whale 
habitat, calving grounds and Biologically 
Important Areas (BIA), threatening 
species listed on the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to marine mammals over the duration of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are 
adequately assessed. 
Although the term of the EP is effectively 5 years (earliest start date for seabed surveys is 1 April 2024, drilling is 1 October 2024, 
and end date for EP is 31 December 2028), the activity will not occur continuously over that period but will rather be conducted 
in shorter campaigns where by the two commitment wells are likely to be drilled consecutively over typically 30-40 days each, up 
to a maximum of 90 days each. The rig is then contracted to other titleholders to undertake discrete activities before returning to 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s operational areas to drill up to a maximum of 4 optional wells. Consequently, the actual drill time is 
predicted to be in the range of 180 to 540 days, depending on the number of wells drilled (up to a maximum of 6) and the 
duration at each well (ranging from 30-90 days) over the term of the EP. The maximum 540-day campaign is similar in duration 
to previous continuous campaigns conducted in the Otway Basin.  
Information on the EPBC Act listing and seasonal presence of blue, southern right, sei and dwarf minke whales, as well as other 
species, is provided in section 4.6.9.2 of the EP, with relevant excerpts provided below: 
• Pygmy blue whales occupy the western area of the Bonney Upwelling system in the Eastern Great Australian Bight and adjacent 
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Act 1999 (EPBC Act), and critical feeding, 
calving and migration routes. Specifically; 
- September through to December is 
known feeding period for the EPBC listed 
endangered blue whale, with January 
through to June being the peak feeding 
time for the blue whale. 
- October is calving period for the EPBC 
listed endangered southern right whale in 
this region, and they will be migrating 
through the OA and nominated area 
around these calving periods. 
- May - September is peak breeding and 
calving period for southern right whales 
in the Otway Basin. 
- November - May is feeding period for 
the sei whale, known in the area 
- November - May is feeding period for 
the minke whale, known in the area. 
 
Conducting vertical seismic blasting as 
part of test drilling during known periods 
of presence for these identified species, 
are very likely to lead to harm and 
disruption in navigation, feeding and 
breeding activities of cetaceans in the 
area." 

to the Kangaroo Island canyons from November and December, then move south-east to the Bonney Upwelling system off 
eastern South Australia and Victoria (between Robe, SA and Cape Otway, Vic) from January to April and then decrease between 
May and June (Commonwealth of Australia 2015c). ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned aerial surveys along designated 
transects through T/49P and opportunistic sighting while traversing VIC/P79 from July to October 2021; and along designated 
transects through VIC/P79, along the shelf break between VIC/P79 and T/49P and along a transect through T/49P between 
August 2022 and May 2023 (Event ID: 4145, Reg16b ID: 49; Event ID: 3480, Reg16b ID: 393). Key observations include: 
- The arrival of small numbers of blue whales, presumed to be PBWs, in the Otway Basin/western and central Bass Strait in 
September (two in T/49P in 2021) and October (two in T/49P in 2021, one in VIC/P79 in 2022 and two in central Bass Strait in 
2022) 
- Peak numbers of blue whales within the survey area in March and April 2023, and 
- A significant decrease in blue whale numbers in May 2023. 
• For the southern right whale, the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined migration and reproduction 
BIAs for the species which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period stated as approximately April to 
October and reproductive period stated as May to September. However, the Draft National Recovery Plan for the Southern Right 
Whale states that Australian southern right whales predominantly occupy the coastal and breeding aggregation areas where 
they calve and nurse their young from May to October, although may occur as early as April and as late as November on the 
Australian coast. The peak period of abundance is typically in late July and August, although there is within season variability that 
differs between females with calves and unaccompanied whales (CoA 2022). Therefore, as a conservative estimate based on 
published data it is assumed that the southern right whale may be present anytime from May to October.  
• In an aerial survey conducted between 2002-2013 the sei whale was observed feeding 20–60 km offshore on the continental 
shelf in the Bonney Coast Upwelling between the summer and autumn months (November to May) (DoE 2022). Currently, there 
is no confirmed foraging BIAs that occur within Australia waters, however the sightings of individuals feeding in the Bonney 
Coast Upwelling may indicate that this area is used for opportunistic feeding. 
• In Australia the southern extent of the dwarf minke whale is approximately 41° S which runs through the Bass Strait between 
Tasmania and mainland Australia and a northern extent of 11° S which runs across the top of mainland Australia (DoE 2023). It is 
unlikely that the dwarf minke whale migrates to the Antarctic waters, however there is potential for an increase in range with 
warmer water extending southwards. Satellite tagging of the subspecies shows that they are likely to migrate along the east 
coast of Australia from an aggregation area in the Great Barrier Reef south as far as the Bass Strait (Birtles et al. 2015 cited in 
IUCN-MMPATF 2022). However, insufficient evidence is available as to how Australian dwarf minke whales use their habitat as no 
specific feeding or breeding grounds have been discovered off Australia (DoE 2023). 
The proposed operational areas do overlap the seasonally occupied blue whale foraging Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) (as 
shown in EP Figure 4-52), and southern right whale migration BIA (as shown in EP Figure 4-53), but do not overlap the southern 
right whale reproductive BIA (i.e. calving grounds). 
Impacts and risks to marine mammals have been assessed in EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive), 6.7 
(Underwater Sound Emissions –Impulsive) and 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna). Measures to mitigate impacts are also 
detailed in these sections and in the Fauna Management Plan included in Appendix N of the EP that includes whale detection 
and measures to minimise anthropogenic threats to whales, associated with both resupply operations, i.e. when a vessel is on DP, 
and vessel strike for all species.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

504 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

"ConocoPhillips’ EP does not include 
basic marine mammal spotter operations 
such as using spotter planes for 
cetaceans every day that vertical seismic 
blasting, marine bed surveys and drilling 
are proposed in order to provide a 10km 
sighting zone. At the very minimum 
ConocoPhillips must be required to use 
spotter planes for marine mammals, such 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of 
safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, the objective of aerial 
surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, prior to the commencement of the exploration 
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as cetaceans, in these operational 
periods. Based on the failures to 
adequately avoid impacting cetaceans in 
the Operating Area this EP should be 
refused. 
 
This EP fails to provide information on 
the scale of these risks, and how they will 
be mitigated to protect these species 
from the proven harm inflicted by such 
processes to cetaceans and other noise-
sensitive species in the area." 

program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan will be developed with input from a range of specialists to facilitate the 
implementation of the FMP on the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on aviation services and airfields are 
considered to be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the contractual arrangements for these services. 
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of 
accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area will, at 
minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, 
drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from VSP operations which will 
have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs between April to the end of October. The use of MFOs as 
a technique for detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances are within the range observable by MMOs 
(effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right whale migration period, and only 1.5 km distance in total 
from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will complement vessel-
based operations. The largest Activity Action Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound 
emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As detailed in FMP Section 
3, whale observation and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, and a 
pre-activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information provided above, 
adequately address this claim." 

505 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

"Based on modelling by ConocoPhillips 
of potential impacts of a Loss of Wellhead 
Control at any of the proposed 6 test drill 
sites, the entire coastal area of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA) is at risk from pollution 
and harm. This includes listed species 
that inhabit or migrate through the 
coastal areas of the TWWHA, and coastal 
areas of significant cultural value where 
aboriginal art and middens are recorded.  
 
This poses an unacceptable risk to the 
World Heritage values of the areas that 
ConocoPhillips have identified are at risk 
in multiple spill scenarios, with disastrous 
impacts on marine environments, coastal 
ecosystems and the cultural heritage 
values of beach middens and aboriginal 
artefacts in the area. 
 
These risks are unacceptable. 
ConocoPhillips has failed to provide 
sufficient information as to their 
mitigation measures that would prove 
ALARP has been met, and as a result this 
EP should be refused by NOPSEMA." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this area.  
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped by 
the environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The spill modelling 
reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of Tasmania may be contacted. 
Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold which, 
based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate 
threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged from 15 days up 
to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the 
majority (approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to 
evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather 
conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will 
evaporate, with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk 
of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to 
reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in collaboration with 
environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry 
practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to ALARP (as 
low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 
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506 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The areas in which 6 proposed, yet 
undisclosed, drill locations could occur 
includes parts of the Zeehan Marine Park 
off the NW coast of Tasmania. The EP fails 
to provide any information on where 
these proposed drill sites will be or 
address the ecological significance of this 
Commonwealth Marine Park and the 
species known to inhabit it. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the unknown drill locations to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts and risks across the entire operational area were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as detailed in the 
impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

507 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details 
on the impacts that vertical seismic 
blasting that is proposed at each of the 6 
test wells will have on noise sensitive 
animals, such as whales and dolphins. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding VSP impacts on cetaceans to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these impacts have been adequately assessed. 
 
EP Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound – Impulsive) provides a comprehensive assessment of the impacts associated with VSP, with 
additional detail provided in the noise modelling undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). EP Section 6.7.2.1 states the sound 
exposure guidelines for the onset of Permanent Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim 
criterion for impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS and TTS 
was predicted maximum distances of 330 m and 2.39 km (low-frequency cetaceans) and 60 m and 250 m (very high-frequency 
cetaceans), respectively over 24 hours of activity from the sound source. The noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS was not 
reached for high-frequency cetaceans, which includes dolphins. Behavioural responses for all whales excluding the southern 
right whale were predicted within 1.5 km of the sound source. To assess the potential behavioural responses by migrating 
southern right whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category has been applied thereby increasing the 
protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for southern right whale calf-cow pairs were therefore predicted to 
increase from 1.5 km to 6.48 km from the sound source.  
Therefore, predicted impacts for all cetaceans (excluding the southern right whale) would be limited to a highly localised area of 
2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Predicted impacts to the southern 
right whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Impulsive 
sound production from VSP activities is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells). 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise 
threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of controls specific to VSP, such as the use of soft-start procedures 
and pre-activity whale detection surveys. The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims. 

508 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP excludes any information on 
vessel traffic involved with supporting 
and supplying this project and does not 
provide details on risks and threats of 
associated vessel traffic to and from these 
proposed drill sites. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the scope of impact assessment is 
commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale of the petroleum activity.  
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS Act and 
applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. All foreseeable potential 
impacts and risks from support vessels are assessed in Section 6 (Planned Impacts) and Section 7 (Unplanned Impacts / Risks) of 
the EP. Activities occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant 
legislative requirements. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim. 

509 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient 
information on risks to the marine park 
and its unique environmental values from 
drilling operation and any associated 
pollution that comes with these proposed 
drill sites will have on the species known 
to be in the area of the Zeehan Marine 
Park during projected operational 
periods. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high merit and have reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as detailed in the 
impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims. 

510 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP shows there is an unacceptable 
level of risk and impact on our marine 
parks, both from the immediate vertical 
seismic blasting, vessel traffic including 
the drill rig, drilling operations, and 
impact of hydrocarbon spills as shown in 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks and have reviewed the Environment 
Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
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the EMBA map will have on the Zeehan 
Marine Park.  

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the impact and risk 
sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims. 

511 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The risks and impacts on the other state 
and Commonwealth Marine Parks that 
would be impacted as demonstrated in 
the EMBA modelling of any hydrocarbon 
spills from this proposal must be 
provided in more detail, specifically 
mitigation and clean up measures. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding measures to mitigate risks associated with spills to be of high merit and 
has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and provides details on response strategies 
that may be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill. ConocoPhillips Australia also has a membership with AMOSC, 
as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP, which ensures 24/7 access to trained oil spill responders and specialised 
equipment to allow for a rapid response and to mitigate the potential consequences of a spill.  
AMOSC was commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline Plan 
and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identify specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable response 
strategy to be deployed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

512 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

Marine Parks should be wholly protected 
from all new exploration and mining 
activities for fossil fuels, and based on the 
real and present risks to Marine Parks 
from test drilling demonstrated in this EP, 
NOPSEMA should refuse ConocoPhillips' 
EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding protections for marine parks to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these have been appropriately considered. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area.  
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
among others. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation with the Director of National Parks as the 
authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine Park in accordance with their consultation guideline:  Guidance 
note - Petroleum Activities and Australian Marine Parks.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 
The EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and 
provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce 
impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound 
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Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational 
Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, 
Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill 
Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned 
impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

513 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The Environment that may Be Affected 
(EMBA) for this project shows vast areas 
would be harmed by any spills or 
incidents during proposed operations 
from the projected 6 drilling sites. As well 
as any time vessels are in the area 
preparing for vertical seismic blasting, 
refuelling, resupplying or in transit. This 
includes 34 threatened and migratory 
species identified as having important 
habitat that overlaps with either the OA 
of the two project locations and/or the 
EMBA. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential impacts associated with a loss of well control (LOWC) event 
from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided allows for an appropriate level of assessment.  
 
As described in EP Sections 4.1 (Environment that May be Affected (EMBA) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling), the environment that may 
be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA) represents the combined 
area from 1400 hypothetical marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events which are modelled under 
various realistic metocean conditions, across all seasons, from representative drilling locations. Modelled simulations provide an 
informed estimate of where the oil might go if nothing is done to respond and allows the prediction of possible effects, with the 
modelling report presented in EP Appendix E. The resultant EMBA does not represent the spatial extent from any single spill, but 
rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used 
are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an 
actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA.  
EP Section 4.6 (Ecological Environment), provides the key sources of information for the species and ecosystems that may be 
present in the EMBA which are obtained via the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) and the Species Profile and 
Threats (SPRAT) databases, as well as the South-East Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-23 (DNP 
2013) and the Temperate East Marine Reserve Network Management Plan 2018 (DNP 2018). A copy of the PMST is provided in 
Appendix B. These sources provide information on the most up-to-date protection status, distribution, and sensitivity of these 
species. Extensive information on the physical, ecological, socio-economic and cultural features and conservation values and 
sensitivities within the EMBA is provided in EP Chapter 4.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

514 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide comprehensive 
information on the impacts of this project 
and modelled spills on World Heritage 
Areas, Ramsar areas, National Parks, State 
Marine Parks, Indigenous Protected 
Areas, Wilderness Zone, Key Ecological 
Features that would be impacted by the 
modelled hydrocarbon spills, and other 
impacts from vessel movements and 
drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the provision of information relating to the ecological environment 
which may be effected by oil spill impacts to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
comprehensive information is provided to inform impact and risk assessment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified the particular values and sensitivities that may be impacted in the extremely unlikely event 
of an oil spill, as per the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and the Environment Regulations 
(EP Sections 7.6.4 and 7.7.4).  The identification of these values and sensitivities is derived from the associated spill modelling of 
the worst-case scenario (i.e. EMBA). This includes: 
• Listed threatened species and ecological communities,  
• Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements),  
• Values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment,  
• Values of World heritage properties, 
• Values of National heritage places, 
• Ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland, and 
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• Other values including social, economic and cultural values. 
  
The particular features which contribute to the conservation value of an area (e.g. cetaceans within Marine Parks) have been 
assessed separately within the risk assessment chapter. ConocoPhillips Australia utilised the latest literature to assess the 
potential impacts to these individual values and subsequently the conservation areas. ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the 
impacts and risks relevant to these values and sensitivities within the EMBA have been adequately assessed within relevant 
chapters. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implement the control measures outlined in Section 7.7 which have been designed to 
mitigate against the likelihood of a LOWC event occurring and to lower the impacts on the environment if a LOWC event were to 
occur. The EP also includes control measures and performance standards within Section 7.8 that will be implemented in the 
extremely unlikely event of a spill to ensure a rapid response and that further impacts are lowered and avoided where possible.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers these control measures appropriate for the activity and have aligned with standard industry 
practice to ensure potential impacts from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are managed and reduced to ALARP and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

515 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The entire footprint of the EMBA 
modelling on where oil/gas spill would 
impact, contains Biologically Important 
Areas for EPBC listed species, which must 
be provided for public consultation and 
comment. Despite the level of threat to 
many species and ecosystems, a detailed 
map showing proposed drill sites that 
would inform the extent of a proposed 
spill and ALARP measurements of these 
threats is not available in this EP. 
ConocoPhillips needs to supply clear 
information on this critical matter of a 
test drilling project to allow fully informed 
public comment on the EP. Based on this 
lack of information that is the centrepiece 
of the entire project, this EP should be 
refused by NOPSEMA. The EP by 
ConocoPhillips must be refused based on 
the failure to provide adequate 
information that is comprehensive and 
comprehensible to allow public comment 
on this proposal 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the location of the wells in relation to the potential extent of an oil spill 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to prevent a spill from occurring and is not ‘proposing’ a spill. Even though the likelihood of 
a spill occurring is extremely remote, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the consequences of credible worst-case spills 
and demonstrate preparedness and capability to respond.   
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA), 
represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events. 
The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any single spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all 
hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and 
have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably 
smaller than that of the EMBA. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling to be highly conservative, 
showing the fullest potential spatial extent of the risks and potential impacts for assessment.   
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of 
well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be 
representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and 
continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for drilling in any location 
within the Operational Areas.   
Furthermore, the control measures developed to mitigate impacts or risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program have been developed based on the worst-case scenarios for each impact and risk. It is important to note that the 
modelling produced a baseline EMBA that does not consider the strict control measures in place to prevent these types of 
events from occurring, or to minimise the extent of any impact.  Control measures that are required to be in place for the 
duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to mitigate against the potential for a spill are provided within Tables 7-26, 7-
39 and 9-1 of the EP, and in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) included in EP Appendix I. 
Detailed maps showing Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the EMBA, these are provided through-out EP Section 4.6 for 
the relevant species. Impacts to species, including those with Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the low threshold EMBA, 
are assessed in Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-21 (Potential risk of MDO release on birds), 7-22 (Potential 
risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and Tables 7-33 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on fish), 7-34 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on birds), 7-35 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on marine mammals). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

516 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

AMCS recognises the ongoing cultural 
connection to Sea Country practised by 
First Nations peoples in the communities 
connected to the oceans in which this 
proposal is targeted. There has been a 
failure of the proponents to properly 
consult with representatives from 
Southern Ocean Protection Embassy 
Collective (SOPEC), founded by 
Gunditjmara people to protect Southern 
Ocean Sea Country, their whale ancestors 
and kin. Whale species including 
Koontapool, southern right whale, and 
Wuuloc, the pygmy blue whale, are 
sacred to the Gunditjmara and hold 
significance in their cultural practices. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge the claim regarding the adequacy of consultation with First Nations peoples to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement process was adequately detailed and 
described. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the Environment Regulations as 
outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2. This has included consultation with First Nations groups identified as relevant 
to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP under section 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia adopted a tailored 
approach to consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline: Consultation in the 
course of preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. First Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations groups and individuals and is 
outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, documents each of the 45 identified First Nations 
relevant persons (including Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective and Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation), the rationale for engagement, and details of the invitation to participate in the co-design of culturally appropriate 
consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter have been acknowledged in 
writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the start of consultation in 
February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear sheets, for example August 23 National 
Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, including First Nations 
Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their networks of followers as demonstrated in the post by 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website at https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 
that included the SOPEC video of the Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled 
Backgrounder on ConocoPhillips plans in Southwest Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the permit areas (VIC/P79, 
T/49P), and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify authorities, individuals and organisations who may have 
functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration drilling program”. The post also encouraged all 
Followers to participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by registering as relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and waterways, and their 
ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea Country and the marine environment that is held 
by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First Nations communities with 
Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired to date through desktop research and information-
sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners during conversations on Country (detailed in Appendix D of the EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks to the marine 
environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity and associated impacts and risks has been made 
available in information sheets, project updates, a Preliminary Environmental Impact Risk Assessment, draft EP Chapters and the 
EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their 
heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) and will seek to 
partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the 
operational areas, to co-design and co-implement control measures to protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
 
Additional understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities was acquired through a further literature review of Sea 
Country and proactive monitoring of SOPEC’s social media, where the ongoing Citizens Protection Declaration campaign was 
launched on 16 February 2023. On this basis, ConocoPhillips Australia has expanded the definition of Sea Country in the EP in 
4.8.2 to include acknowledgement of Dreaming ancestors." 

517 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 

In the modelling provided by 
ConocoPhillips of what areas would be 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill risks to cultural heritage values and sensitivities to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately identified and assessed. 
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4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

affected by a hydrocarbon spill, it shows 
that the Gunditjmara people could be 
excluded from their coastal lands and sea 
country for any duration of a spill. If this 
spill were to take place during the 
southern right whale calving period from 
Oct to Nov, this would negatively impact 
the ability for people to undertake 
cultural practices of welcoming 
Kontapool (the southern right whale) 
back to Sea Country for their calving 
times. It would also harm southern right 
whales and potentially stop them from 
being able to calve in these waters 
without facing harm. 

 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (see Figures 7-4, 7-5 and 7-6) does not in any way represent the extent of any 
single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. The geographical extent of 
an individual spill would be much smaller and would not exclude First Nations People in multiple states from their Sea Country in 
the highly unlikely event of a LOWC. As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 
7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for 
activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water 
depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. 
As stated in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals), the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined migration 
and reproduction BIAs for the southern right whale which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period stated 
as approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to September (i.e. calving period).  
Potential impacts to southern right whales, and associated cultural values, from a marine diesel oil release are detailed in EP 
Section 7.6.5, Tables 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and 7-25 (Potential risk of MDO release on coastal 
habitats and communities) which predict short-term and localised impacts; with no population level, long-term or permanent 
changes predicted. Controls are in place for all vessels engaged in Otway Exploration Drilling Program activities to reduce the 
risk of vessel collision and limit the total volume of MDO released. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Potential impacts to southern right whales from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Section 7.7.5, Table 7-35 (Potential 
risk of LOWC on marine mammals) which predicts the potential for interaction with southern right whales but not to the extent 
that they would impede the recovery of this species. Potential impacts to cultural values from with a loss of well control are 
detailed in EP Table 7-38 (Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) which predicts that, although no long-
term or permanent changes to the marine environment or coastal sites and places are expected, it is considered that the visual 
presence of floating oil or shoreline oil accumulations may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level and that these impacts could 
affect culturally important activities such as mutton-birding, or affect totem fauna. Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood 
of a LOWC event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential 
environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Emergency spill response capability will be maintained in accordance with the NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP – CM13). 
In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include integration with local, 
national and international response organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist equipment and 
engagement with First Nations people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of identified areas of importance, 
as described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

518 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP must be refused as it fails Article 
32, Item 2 of the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2) [UN, 
2018, United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples]. The 
introduction of the Protecting the Spirit 
of Sea Country Bill 2023 (3) [Parliament of 
Australia, 2023, Protecting the Spirit of 
Sea Country Bill 2023] into the Australian 
Parliament in August of 2023 further 
demonstrates this EP has not met the 
basic needs for First Nations and Sea 
Country Traditional Owner consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the UN Declaration on the right of Indigenous Peoples to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these rights were adequately reflected. 
 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “addresses both individual and collective rights, cultural rights and 
identity, rights to education, health and employment, language, and others. It outlaws’ discrimination against indigenous people 
and promotes their full and effective participation in all matters that concern them.  It also ensures their right to remain distinct 
and to pursue their own priorities in economic, social and cultural development”.  The Declaration “explicitly encourages 
harmonious and cooperative relations between States and indigenous peoples” (United Nations, 2007).   
However, Australia’s support for the Declaration does not make it law in Australia (Source: Australian Human Rights Commission 
at https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/un-declaration-rights) 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the enduring and unique connection to land and waters that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples have, and we celebrate their ongoing contributions to Australia’s political, economic and social landscapes.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impact of colonisation, public policy, racial discrimination and prejudice has had a 
major effect on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and that many continue to face disadvantages as well as 
prejudice and racism as a result. Through the implementation of our Reconciliation Action Plan, our organisation is seeking to 
understand, identify, and ultimately remove systems and processes that create a barrier to participation and instead, engage and 
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create opportunities. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their 
heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage Protection Program that will ensure Indigenous 
knowledge and concerns inform the risk management process for the protection of heritage and the marine environment. The 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program measure (CM05) has been adopted.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of priorities and measures 
to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to ensure cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
This commitment aligns with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which states “Indigenous 
peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights, through representatives 
chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous 
decision-making institutions”. 
 
No further changes were made to the EP as a result of this claim." 

519 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 5096, 
4950 

I ask that NOPSEMA refuse the EP by 
ConocoPhillips to conduct test drilling for 
gas in the Otway Basin as it poses 
unacceptable harm to our oceans, marine 
life and coastal communities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to the ocean, marine life and coastal communities associated 
with the Otway Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration Drilling 
activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to influence 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other than short-term, localised, and 
recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from these activities. This is not the legal standard in Australia and is 
not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are 
established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the 
information gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously defined acceptable 
levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP demonstrates that the environmental 
impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum 
and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

520 5104, 4957, 4935, 
4972, 5123, 5091, 
4945, 4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 4939, 
5096, 4950 

This EP is not complete, as it fails to 
provide comprehensive and 
comprehensible information to make an 
informed decision on the mitigation 
measures detailed which do not meet the 
standards to prove the risks have been 
reduced to meet the ALARP criteria. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the demonstration of ALARP to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Section 6 and 7, to ensure 
information about the decisions to adopt or reject control measures are clear.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control measures and 
adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising from the activity to ALARP. 
The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for example, technical feasibility, the possibility 
of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and 
cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 
(Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and scale of 
the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; and is of a similar level 
of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control measure and are 
detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not simply a cost 
equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to consider the comparative 
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reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP 
criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered for professional 
judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to provide a balanced 
assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support the consultation process, and 
input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced 
throughout the EP. 
 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption or rejection 
of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to this claim." 

540 4956, 5121 The Australian Marine Conservation 
Society (AMCS) is Australia’s peak marine 
conservation organisation and Australia’s 
leading national charity dedicated solely 
to protecting our precious ocean wildlife 
– a community of ocean lovers across the 
nation working for healthy seas. 
Representing people from all around the 
country, we work to protect our oceans 
and coastal environments for the benefit 
of all marine life, and current and future 
generations.  

Noted. 

542 4956, 5121 Based on the information provided in the 
Environmental Plan (EP) there is 
insufficient information given on 
dedicated mitigation measures, 
considerations of cumulative impact that 
would avoid harm to listed species 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding mitigation measures and cumulative impacts to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, includes an 
evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, as successive, additive or 
synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with material impacts on the environment that have the 
potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales (NOPSEMA Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-
GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated with the activity, as part of 
the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed in conjunction with other aspects and with other 
significant activities or projects, result in material impacts that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales. 
These aspects have been analysed in the cumulative impact assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cumulative impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and other reasonably foreseeable activities and projects within the region. 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

544 4956, 5121 There is insufficient evidence to prove 
adherence to the precautionary principle 
where research is insufficient to make an 
informed decision on the impacts of test 
drilling, vertical seismic blasting and 
associated impacts of proposed 
operations on the marine environment 
and biodiversity, and impact on Marine 
Protected Areas that are included in the 
Operational Area of this project.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the application of the precautionary principle to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the EP to ensure this is adequately described in the EP. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has routinely been precautionary in its assessments, applying conservative criteria, rounding up buffer 
zones, underestimating effectiveness of control measures etc. These are techniques that are good practice in environmental 
assessments.  
Part of the precautionary principle requires that, ‘if there are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full 
scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation’. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes the absence of a definition of ‘serious’ environmental damage in relation to the Principles of ESD 
under the EPBC Act and considers a serious impact to have the potential to result in a threat to population or community 
viability. 
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The ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling EP only presents one threat of serious or irreversible harm – that arising 
from an extremely unlikely, unplanned, and thoroughly prepared for release from a loss of well control. Having met this 
precondition for the application of the precautionary principle there also needs to be scientific uncertainty about the threat. In 
the case of an uncontrolled gas release the effects are preventable with a high degree of confidence, and in the unlikely 
circumstances an event occurs, the effects to the environment are well understood and have been extensively modelling to 
ensure there is a high confidence associated with predictions of impacts, and additional control measures have been considered 
to ensure risks are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.  
Therefore, the preconditions for application of the precautionary principle have not been satisfied and no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to this claim. 
 
Note: marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often confused with 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation (VSP) as described in detail elsewhere in this report. " 

550 4956, 5121 The EP inaccurately characterises the 
Bonney Upwelling as being smaller, less 
extensive than it actually is. In reality, the 
upwelling overlaps with the OA and 
provides the nutrient-dense water that is 
critical for primary production and 
zooplankton growth. Blue whales and 
pygmy blue whales feed on these 
zooplankton in the waters of the Bonney 
Upwelling and the OA, thus an accurate 
characterisation of the Bonney Upwelling 
is crucial to understanding the 
connection between the physical 
environment and the food webs and 
species present in the OA and EMBA. 
These inaccuracies in the EP in detailing 
the BIA and the Key Ecological Feature of 
the Bonney Upwelling is another reason 
this EP should be refused. Given the 
inaccuracies of the mapping of this Key 
Ecological Feature of the Bonney 
Upwelling, AMCS recommends this EP be 
refused as the Key Ecological Features 
(KEF) information is inaccurate. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding information and mapping provided on the Bonney Coast Upwelling Key 
Ecological Feature (KEF) and Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) for pygmy blue whales to be of high merit, and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure the information provided is accurate. 
 
A detailed referenced description of the Bonney Coast Upwelling KEF is provided in EP Section 4.4.9.1 (Bonney Coast Upwelling), 
and its importance to plankton (including krill) and the species that forage on plankton is described in EP Sections 4.6.3 
(Plankton) and 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals).  
The spatial extent of the Bonney Coast Upwelling KEF, as shown in EP Figure 4-10, is based on data from the Australian 
Government Department of Climate Change, Energy the Environment and Water’s (DCCEEWs) National Conservation Values 
Atlas (NCVA) and is considered the most appropriate source for this data.  
The spatial extent of the BIAs for blue whale, as shown in Figure 4-52, is similarly based on the data from the NCVA and is 
considered the most appropriate source for this data. This figure shows that distribution and foraging BIAs for the pygmy blue 
whale are overlapped by the operational areas.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the EP provides a thorough and accurate description of both the Bonney Coast 
Upwelling KEF and the BIAs for pygmy blue whales. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

553 4956, 5121 Species that inhabit and migrate through 
the area will be affected by the 
associated vessel traffic, vertical seismic 
blasting and drilling proposed in whale 
habitat, calving grounds and Biologically 
Important Areas (BIA), which pose a 
threat to species listed on the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), and 
critical feeding, calving and migration 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to EPBC Act listed species and their habitat as a result of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts have been 
adequately assessed.  
The EP considers a wide variety of whale species are known to be, or could possibly be, present in and around the operational 
areas (see EP Section 4.6.9 and Table 4-12), including southern right whales, blue whales and humpback whales.  Descriptions of 
the distribution and ecology of those whale species most likely to be present are described in EP Section 4.6.9.2.  This includes 
descriptions of any known reproductive, foraging and migratory behaviours and biologically important areas that have been 
published in the scientific literature and that are relevant to the operational areas. Note: ConocoPhillips Australia is not 
proposing to conduct any activities within the southern right whale Reproduction BIA (i.e. calving grounds). 
On this basis, the EP fully considers and describes whale migrations and spatial and temporal overlap with the planned Otway 
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routes. Specifically; - September through 
to December is known feeding period for 
the EPBC-listed endangered pygmy blue 
whale, with January through to June 
being the peak feeding time for the blue 
whale. - May to September is the calving 
period for the EPBC-listed endangered 
southern right whale in this region, and 
they will be migrating through the OA 
and nominated area around these calving 
periods. - November to May is the 
feeding period for the sei whale (listed 
Vulnerable under the EPBC Act), known 
to occur in the area - November to May 
is the feeding period for the minke whale, 
known to occur in the area Conducting 
vertical seismic blasting as part of test 
drilling during known periods of presence 
for these identified species is very likely 
to lead to harm and disruption in 
navigation, feeding and breeding 
activities of cetaceans in the area. 

Exploration Drilling Program and assesses the impacts associated with seabed surveys and drilling operations, including vertical 
seismic profiling and support vessel movements, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 and 7. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding underwater noise impacts on threatened EPBC listed species, particularly 
blue whales/pygmy blue whales and southern right whales that utilise important habitat in and around the operational areas and 
has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts are adequately assessed. 
Section 4.6.9.2 of the EP describes the distribution of blue/pygmy blue whales in and around the operational areas, noting that 
pygmy blue whales not only occur on the Continental Shelf, but also in deeper waters, and that it is likely that whales occurring 
throughout this region are taking advantage of the highly productive waters associated with both the Bonney Upwelling and the 
subtropical convergence as foraging habitat, with peak foraging season occurring from January to April. The EP considers that 
the operational area overlaps with pygmy blue whale foraging BIAs as shown in EP Figure 4-52. 
EP Section 4.6.9.2 describes the southern right whale migration BIA that overlaps the operational areas, noting that the 
reproductive BIA along the coast is occupied May to September (NCVA 2023) or conservatively May to October (CoA 2022) and 
that female-calf pairs may migrate south from wintering areas through Western Bass Strait, including the proposed operational 
areas. The EP considers that the operational areas overlap the southern right whale Migration BIA as shown in EP Figure 4-53.  
Note: ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any activities within the southern right whale Reproductive BIA (i.e. 
breeding habitats/calving grounds) and these areas are not within the underwater sound EMBAs. 
A key component of the EP is to describe how underwater noise from seabed surveys and exploratory drilling can impact 
whales, noting that underwater noise has been identified as the most significant potential impact to marine mammals.  Potential 
physiological, behavioural and perceptual impacts from underwater noise are comprehensively discussed in EP sections 6.6 and 
6.7. See M13 and the JASCO Noise Modelling Report (Appendix G of EP) for a description of noise exposure criteria thresholds 
used in the impact assessment. A comprehensive suite of control measures has been developed to protect threatened marine 
mammal species from underwater noise, as described in the (now titled) Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N of the EP). 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory 
requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the claims pertaining to underwater sound impacts on blue whales, southern right whales, 
other whale species and their respective important habitat to have specific relevance, however, as this matter has already been 
comprehensively addressed within the EP, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

556 4956, 5121 ConocoPhillips’ EP does not include basic 
marine mammal spotter operations such 
as using spotter planes for cetaceans 
every day that vertical seismic blasting, 
marine bed surveys and drilling are 
proposed in order to provide a 10km 
sighting zone. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of 
safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of 
accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area will, at 
minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, 
drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from VSP operations which will 
have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs between April to the end of October. The use of MFOs as 
a technique for detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances are within the range observable by MMOs 
(effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right whale migration period, and only 1.5 km distance in total 
from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will complement vessel-
based operations. The largest Activity Action Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound 
emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As detailed in FMP Section 
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3, whale observation and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, and a 
pre-activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
Daily use of aerial surveys is not considered appropriate nor practicable on account of weather constraints, aviation safety and 
aircraft availability. Situations where aerial surveys will be employed are detailed in the FMP. Roles and responsibilities for the 
implementation of the plan and reporting requirements, including communication of whale sightings, is outlined in Section 2.1 of 
the FMP (Appendix N). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information provided above, 
adequately address these claims." 

559 4956, 5121 At the very minimum ConocoPhillips 
must be required to use spotter planes 
for marine mammals, such as cetaceans, 
in these operational periods. Based on 
the failures to adequately avoid 
impacting cetaceans in the Operating 
Area, this EP should be refused. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of 
safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of 
accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area will, at 
minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, 
drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from VSP operations which will 
have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs between April to the end of October. The use of MFOs as 
a technique for detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances are within the range observable by MMOs 
(effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right whale migration period, and only 1.5 km distance in total 
from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will complement vessel-
based operations. The largest Activity Action Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound 
emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As detailed in FMP Section 
3, whale observation and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, and a 
pre-activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
Daily use of aerial surveys is not considered appropriate nor practicable on account of weather constraints, aviation safety and 
aircraft availability. Situations where aerial surveys will be employed are detailed in the FMP. Roles and responsibilities for the 
implementation of the plan and reporting requirements, including communication of whale sightings, is outlined in Section 2.1 of 
the FMP (Appendix N). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information provided above, 
adequately address these claims." 

563 4956, 5121 AMCS notes that Action Area A.2 of the 
Blue Whale Conservation Management 
Plan states “Anthropogenic noise in 
biologically important areas will be 
managed such that any blue whale 
continues to utilise the area without 
injury, and is not displaced from a 
foraging area”. This requirement is in 
place regardless of activity type 
(migration, foraging, breeding), 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding requirements for titleholders to undertake their activity in a manner that is 
not inconsistent with the Blue Whale Conservation Management Plan to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure this is adequately addressed. 
ConocoPhillips has established Environmental Performance Outcome (EPO) EPO9 which requires that ‘Anthropogenic noise in 
biologically important areas will be managed such that any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not 
displaced from a foraging area’. The consequence evaluation of impacts to these species, and the proposed control measures 
and environmental performance standards (EPSs) in place to ensure the EPO can be achieved, are documented in sections 6.6, 
6.7, 7.4, 8 and 9 of the EP.  
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise 
threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, 
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behaviour (nursing, singing, resting, etc.), 
time of year, and timeframe of use. There 
is some evidence that pygmy blue whales 
feed year round 1 and their foraging 
patterns are closely linked to the timing 
of the Bonney Upwelling system, which is 
spatially and temporally variable. As a 
result, foraging by pygmy blue whales 
within the Operating Area (OA) can occur 
as early as September and last through 
late April. 

pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational 
activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements. See EP Section 5.6.2 for a detailed explanation of 
the ALARP status determination used for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
The EPOs, EPS’ and control measures outlined in the EP ensure the Otway Exploration Drilling program will be consistent with 
the Blue Whale Management Plan. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

564 4956, 5121 Based on the growing evidence of year 
round habitation of the OA by pygmy 
blue whales, test drilling and vertical 
seismic surveys in this area pose 
unacceptable risks to these endangered 
species. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding requirements for titleholders to undertake their activity in a manner that is 
not inconsistent with the Blue Whale Conservation Management Plan to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure this is adequately addressed. 
ConocoPhillips has established Environmental Performance Outcome (EPO) EPO9 which requires that ‘Anthropogenic noise in 
biologically important areas will be managed such that any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not 
displaced from a foraging area’. The consequence evaluation of impacts to these species, and the proposed control measures 
and environmental performance standards (EPSs) in place to ensure the EPO can be achieved, are documented in sections 6.6, 
6.7, 7.4, 8 and 9 of the EP.  
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise 
threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, 
pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational 
activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements. See EP Section 5.6.2 for a detailed explanation of 
the ALARP status determination used for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
The EPOs, EPS’ and control measures outlined in the EP ensure the Otway Exploration Drilling program will be consistent with 
the Blue Whale Management Plan. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

566 4956, 5121 AMCS notes that the OA overlaps with 
the ‘core range’ BIA of the southern right 
whale (SRW), which is listed as 
Endangered under the EPBC Act, and that 
EPBC-listed fin and sei whales are known 
to occur within the OA and Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). There is 
limited information available concerning 
the lifecycle and habitat use of these 
species. AMCS recommends that the 
precautionary principle be applied in 
recognition of the lack of understanding 
of how these species will be affected, 
both immediately and cumulatively, by 
the proposed vertical seismic surveys and 
test drilling in their important habitats 
areas. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the application of the precautionary principle in the assessment of impacts 
to threatened marine mammal species to be of high merit . 
ConocoPhillips Australia has routinely been precautionary in its assessments, applying conservative criteria, rounding up buffer 
zones, being conservative when assessing the effectiveness of control measures etc. These are techniques that are good practice 
in environmental assessments.  
As described in Section 5.6.2.2 of the EP, uncertainty in the assessment of impacts and risks is addressed by applying the 
Decision Making Framework (Figure 5-5 of the EP). This is an internationally recognised approach to impact assessment and is 
recommended by NOPSEMA in the NOPSEMA ALARP Guidance Note (N-04300-GN01660166, June 2020). The Decision Making 
Framework guides the assessment in determining the Decision Context based on activity type, risk and uncertainty and 
stakeholder influence, which in turn is used to guide the types of decision-making tools which are appropriate to consider (Table 
5-2). 
As described in Chapters 6.6 and 6.7 of the EP, Decision Context B has been applied to the assessment of underwater noise 
impacts. Decision Context B considers that there is some uncertainty in the level of risk, and recommends that engineering risk-
based tools (such as modelling) should be used to support the assessment of impacts and identification of controls. In this case, 
some uncertainty exists regarding lifecycle and habitat use of threatened marine mammals present within or in proximity to the 
operational areas, however the combination of activity-specific underwater noise modelling by an industry-leading specialist 
(JASCO, Appendix G) and conservative application of adaptive management (Fauna Management Plan, Appendix N), reduces this 
uncertainty. On this basis, ConocoPhillips concludes that the decision Context B is appropriate and ensures the Otway 
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Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
Similarly, the concept of uncertainty is key to the assessment of cumulative impacts, and is built into the process for assessing 
and treating cumulative impacts and risks. 
The precautionary principle is a key component of the Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) framework, against which the 
Acceptability evaluation criteria for the project are considered. This criteria guides the assessment to consider whether there is 
sufficient information available to understand the risks, and if not it states that the precautionary principle should be applied. In 
this way, the precautionary principle is applied at both the treatment phase (i.e. the application of mitigation measures) and the 
evaluation phase (i.e. the assessment of Acceptability) of each impact and risk assessment, and thus integral to the assessment 
methodology. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the appropriate level of conservatism has been applied to the assessment of EPBC-listed 
threatened species. By resolving uncertainty in this way throughout the assessment, ConocoPhillips Australia is able to ensure 
that an informed decision making process is undertaken, and remain confident in the suitability and effectiveness of controls. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

570 4956, 5121 AMCS requests that ConocoPhillips 
provide information on the cumulative 
impacts on fauna from noise generated 
by its operations 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding cumulative impacts to be of high merit. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, includes an 
evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts which are assessed in detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Regarding underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program involved the assessment of 
a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the cumulative impact of multiple continuous sound sources 
in close proximity, as described in EP Section 6.6.1.  
Further, the relevant effect thresholds used to assess noise induced impacts take into consideration the potential for permanent 
injury (i.e. permanent threshold shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the 
Technical Noise Modelling report in EP Appendix G, SEL24h is a cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise 
levels within 24 hours based on the assumption that an animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. 
The corresponding SEL24h radii therefore represent a worst-case scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish 
and turtles) would not stay in the same location for 24 h. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not mean that 
marine fauna travelling within this radius of the source will be injured, but rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound 
level associated with impairment if it remained in that location for 24 hours. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

572 4956, 5121 However, without disclosing the locations 
of the drill sites or the locations where 
vertical seismic profiling will occur, it is 
unclear how ConocoPhillips intends to 
detect and mitigate impacts to cetaceans 
that will be affected by these activities.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the detection and mitigation of impacts on cetaceans in the absence of 
confirmed drilling locations to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure detection and mitigation 
measures are adequately described. 
 
As described in EP Section 1.4, to account for the uncertainty surrounding the final drilling locations, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
assessed the impacts to marine mammals assuming the wells are located at closest point to potential areas of sensitivity, or with 
the greatest extent of overlap with areas of sensitivity. This allows ConocoPhillips Australia to assess all possible locations within 
the operational areas and predict the level of impact to ensure appropriate mitigation measures are implemented to reduce 
impacts to levels which are Acceptable and as low as reasonably practicable.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a comprehensive Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N) which outlines specific 
measures to detect fauna and minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of 
increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low 
visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity 
requirements.  This Plan will be applied consistently across the operational areas, regardless of location, given that cetaceans are 
inherently wide-ranging species that migrate and feed across large areas and, therefore, may be present at any location (see 
Appendix P, Cetacean Surveillance Program Report for more information).   
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ConocoPhillips Australia has included additional information on the expected broad distribution of whales within the petroleum 
titles in Section 4.6.9.2 of the EP in response to this claim." 

573 4956, 5121, 5473 For instance, drilling activities at the shelf 
edge have the potential to negatively 
impact pygmy blue whales offshore at 
their foraging BIA, but ConocoPhillips’ 
will not be putting in place sufficient 
mitigation measures to detect pygmy 
blue whales 22.8km away from the 
drilling and survey site. On this basis, 
AMCS does not consider that 
ConocoPhillips has demonstrated an 
understanding of the risks to EPBC-listed 
cetaceans, nor met its obligations under 
the EPBC Act to reduce the risk of injury 
and behavioural impacts to ALARP. As 
such, AMCS requests that NOPSEMA 
reject the EP. 

As detailed within the Project Update, ConocoPhillips Australia has limited the operational areas to water depths between 
approximately 50 and 200m and has limited the number of wells within water depths greater than 125 m to only one. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia remains committed to validating the effectiveness of acoustic detection methodologies prior to 
deployment as detailed in the EP and Fauna Management Plan for the activity. 

577 4956, 5121 AMCS requests that ConocoPhillips 
implement more stringent operational 
controls to detect whales during vertical 
seismic blasting and test drilling 
operations. Surface monitoring by 
observers is proposed to detect whales 
within a 7 km radius of the seismic vessel, 
but this method does not detect whales 
present below the surface or during 
nighttime or low visibility conditions. Nor 
does it detect whales up to 22.8km away, 
the distance specified for injury and 
impacts to pygmy blue whales for drilling 
on shelf edge areas (see above). As a 
result, blue whales will be at risk of 
exposure to seismic blasting and 
continuous drilling noise because these 
operational controls are inadequate for 
mitigating harm. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the ability of Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs) to detect EPBC listed 
cetaceans to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that limitations and methods have been 
adequately considered. 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures (i.e. protocols) 
to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances 
between vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and 
establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of 
accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program include MFOs, aerial surveys and acoustic detection which can operate in conditions of limited visibility and at night, as 
detailed in Section 3.1 of the FMP.  
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge that visual detection of whales is restricted to daylight hours and reasonable sightings 
conditions and that animal behaviour, such as deep diving, has the ability to further affect detection probability. Several 
management procedures such as a pre-activity detection survey are proposed to counter these limitations. 
• In recognition that whales will not be visually detectable when they are submerged, MFOs will undertake pre-start up visual 
observations in order to monitor for the presence of whales for at least 30 minutes before commencement.  The 30-minute pre-
start observation period is sufficient on the basis that: 
• The species identified as deep/long diving cetacean species that could be present in the operational areas are high frequency 
odontocete species (e.g. sperm whales and beaked whales) for which modelling predicts that PTS and TTS will not occur as a 
result of impulsive underwater sound emissions 
• Pygmy blue whales are the threatened species expected at greatest densities during activity, and 30 minutes of pre-start 
observations is sufficient based on the dive times published by Owen et al. (2016) for this species. 
Specific protocols have been developed for a situation where a marine mammal is observed within the Activity Action Zone 
during non-impulsive noise activities and are detailed in Figure 4-1 and 7-2 of the FMP (Appendix N). 
Note, modelling of both non-impulsive and impulsive sound did not predict injury (Permanent and temporary threshold shift) 
out to 22.8 km as stated in the claim, but rather behavioural disturbance. Further, marine seismic surveys are not within the 
scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 
6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation (VSP). 
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ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claims relating to MFOs and cetacean monitoring have specific relevance and have been 
addressed through updates to the Fauna Management Plan. " 

580 4956, 5121 AMCS requests that NOPSEMA make 
available the JASCO report presented for 
the development of National 
Anthropogenic Underwater Noise 
Guidelines, which includes an update to 
the EPBC Act Policy Statement 2.1 – 
Interaction between offshore seismic 
exploration and whales: Industry 
guidelines. We also request copies of all 
independent reviews of the JASCO 
document. 

"These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the 
irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct a marine seismic survey. 
ConocoPhillips Australia relies on peer reviewed published literature and studies conducted by suitably qualified specialists in the 
development of the EP. A comprehensive reference list is provided in EP Chapter 13 (References). 
No changes have been made to hte EP in response to this claim." 

581 5121, 4956 AMCS notes that the EP on p.439 states 
that “The use of [dynamic positioning or 
DP] systems for maintaining a stationary 
vessel during certain activities was 
identified during consultation as likely to 
be the noisiest activity associated with 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.” 
The response by ConocoPhillips, as 
detailed in the consultation report 
(Appendix C2, p.13) is “ConocoPhillips 
Australia reviewed feedback provided by 
relevant person and committed to the 
development and implementation of a 
marine mammal adaptive management 
procedure to ensure that impacts to 
marine mammals are reduced to ALARP 
and acceptable levels. This will be used to 
inform CM08: Whale Management Plan.” 
This response was used verbatim for 
several other points raised by relevant 
persons and does not specify how the 
point about DP systems was addressed 
through underwater sound modelling, or 
by the inclusion of subsequent mitigation 
measures. Given the stated impacts of 
underwater sound on cetaceans (as 
acknowledged numerous times 
throughout this EP), AMCS considers that 
this response to a point raised by a 
relevant person regarding a potential 
threat to marine life has been 
inadequately addressed by this EP, which 
should be refused by NOPSEMA on this 
basis. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claim relating to the use of Dynamic Positioning (DP) in the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit. 
Marine mammal species with known Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or species that exhibit biologically important behaviours 
within the operational area include the southern right whale (migration BIA), pygmy blue whale (foraging BIA), sei whale 
(foraging or feeding behaviour), fin whale (foraging or feeding behaviour) and the pygmy right whale (foraging or feeding 
behaviour). As described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) individuals distracted by behavioural activities such as 
feeding, mating or nursing may be more vulnerable to vessel collision (Laist et al. 2001). However, a study by McKenna et al. 
(2015) showed that blue whales demonstrated limited behavioural response when being approached by ships. While some 
animals responded by undertaking shallow dives at a slow descent, none showed signs of horizontal movement away from the 
approaching ship. Due to the short duration of exploration activities, slow vessel speeds within operational areas, and 
vessel/whale separation distances (500 m) it is considered unlikely that vessel strikes will impact the ability of species to conduct 
important behaviours within the operational area.  
As stated in EP Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive), certain activities within the scope of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation of continuous underwater sound emissions including drilling activities and 
the operation of vessels and the MODU. 
• Vessels are essential for offshore industry as they undertake several critical activities. Underwater sound emissions are 
generated from propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and operation of machinery and equipment.  
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration operations. Underwater sound emissions are generated 
onboard from equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, generators and machinery), thrusters and a smaller portion are transmitted 
through drilling activities (i.e., vibration of the drill during drilling) associated with the MODU. Drilling will occur for a maximum 
of 90 days per drilling location (maximum of 6). 
Dynamic positioning (DP) is a technology that enables a vessel to maintain its position automatically without a need for 
anchoring therefore minimising impacts to the seabed. The technology uses a combination of thrusters and sensors to control 
the vessels position. As described in EP Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound Modelling), operational scenarios were identified where 
the use of DP was required, and included: 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHST conducting resupply using DP, and 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHTS conducting resupply using DP, and a AHTS transiting at low speed 
within the standby area, 2 km from the MODU. 
Modelling was conducted of these scenarios to understand the combined noise levels generated during these activities (EP 
Appendix G), inclusive of DP. Each scenario was modelled at different locations across the operational areas and worst-case 
maximum distances were calculated (see Tables 6-25 and 6-26) and were used to determine the worst-case consequence 
evaluation in the continuous underwater sound emission impact assessment in Section 6.6.7. Although DP is considered to be 
the nosiest activity associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, it will not be used throughout the program, but 
rather during specific activities (such as resupply).  
Measures to mitigate impacts from underwater sound emissions and to reduce the risk of vessel interactions with marine fauna 
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have been assessed in relevant sections of the EP as discussed above. ConocoPhillips Australia has further developed a Fauna 
Management Plan in consultation with technical specialists. All activities relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, 
including activities that utilise DP, will comply with these standards and measures and prevent or reduce the impact/risk to 
ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
The Fauna Management Plan outlines specific measures to minimise interactions and anthropogenic noise threats with relevant 
species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for 
specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance 
with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of 
accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), Aerial Surveys and Acoustic Detection. A designated detection area will, at 
minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, 
VSP, when a vessel is on DP, etc).  
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed such as the Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N), 
no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

584 4956, 5121 The OA overlaps multiple BIAs of white 
sharks and grey nurse sharks. There is 
limited information available concerning 
the lifecycle and habitat use of these 
species, and very little research in general 
on the impacts of offshore industrial 
activities (such as drilling, vertical seismic 
surveys, and condensate leaks) on 
elasmobranchs. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
important shark lifestyle characteristics and habitats to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
that impacts to these species were adequately assessed. 
 
The Protected Matter Search Tool (PMST) report for the relevant environment that may be affected (EMBA) of 2 km ((Appendix B; 
2 km EMBA for injury to fish during VSP) identified fish species including 3 species of EPBC listed sharks (Carcharodon carcharias, 
Galeorhinus galeus and Centrophorus zeehaani) and 4 species of EPBC listed ray-finned fish (Prototroctes maraena, Seriolella 
brama, Thunnus maccoyii and Hoplostethus atlanticus) which may occur within the 2 km EMBA. One species of fish with 
Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the area of ensonification was identified and is described below. 
The National Conservation Values Atlas (NCVA) is used to identify BIAs for marine species. One species of shark, the white shark, 
has BIAs that have been identified to overlap the operational area. The entire South-east Marine Region (1,632,402 km2) is 
considered a distribution BIA for the white shark while waters within the marine region which surround pinniped colonies, such 
as Deen Maar, are considered foraging BIAs for the species. Due to the minimal area of impact (maximum of 450 m from sound 
source), in addition to the temporary, short-term nature of the activities Negligible (1) impacts to all fish species, including sharks, 
and their ability to conduct biologically important behaviours in BIAs are expected. 
 
ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

586 4956, 5121 The EP assumes that because 
elasmobranchs are not sensitive to sound 
pressure, they will not be affected by 
sound in water; however, research has 
shown elasmobranchs can hear 
underwater sounds and are most 
sensitive to sounds in the 20-1500 Hz 
range2, which overlaps with the range of 
seismic surveys (10-300 Hz) proposed to 
be undertaken, as noted in the EP. AMCS 
requests that the precautionary principle 
be applied in recognition of the lack of 
understanding of how these species will 
be affected, both immediately and 
cumulatively, by ConocoPhillips’ 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
fish and shark species to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species 
were adequately assessed. 
 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval.  
However, as stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 
undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
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proposed activities in these BIAs and 
other habitat areas. 

consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of 
less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). VSP 
has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time scale 
(~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is conducted in 
the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole. 
The EP considers that sharks may be impacted by underwater sound. Sound exposure criteria thresholds and impacts to fish and 
sharks were identified using extensive peer review, published literature (referenced throughout EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7 and listed 
in Chapter 13) and noise modelling was conducted by internationally renowned underwater noise specialist, Jasco Applied 
Sciences, for the EP (Appendix G). As described in detail in EP Section 6.7, noise modelling demonstrates that no impact to fish 
and sharks would be expected beyond 450m of the VSP source, and any impact inside 450 m will only be for the duration of the 
VSP activity which is limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.   
Due to the minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or extreme 
exposure to fish or shark species or have population level impacts. In addition, noise generated by VSP and SBP will be 
temporary and limited to short-term durations, with additional control measures in place to mitigate impacts to individuals from 
VSP including the use of soft-start procedures to give animals time to move away. 
 
Additional information has been included in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan) to clarify that marine seismic surveys 
are not within the scope of this EP in response to this claim." 

590 4956, 5121 AMCS recommend the EP be refused 
until more research is done on the 
impacts of seismic exploration and fossil 
fuel drilling on elasmobranch species 
identified in the OA. With the current lack 
of research on the impacts of vertical 
seismic blasting and drilling operations 
on elasmobranchs, there is no way to 
effectively mitigate the threat, and 
undertake seismic exploration with an 
understanding of the cumulative impact 
and what a precautionary principle 
approach would entail. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on fish and 
shark species to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were 
adequately assessed. 
 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval.  
However, as stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 
undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source.A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of 
less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). VSP 
has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time scale 
(~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is conducted in 
the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole.  
The EP considers that sharks may be impacted by underwater sound. Sound exposure criteria thresholds and impacts to fish and 
sharks were identified using extensive peer review, published literature (referenced throughout EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7 and listed 
in Chapter 13) and noise modelling was conducted by internationally renowned underwater noise specialist, Jasco Applied 
Sciences, for the EP (Appendix G). As described in detail in EP Section 6.7, noise modelling demonstrates that no impact to fish 
and sharks would be expected beyond 450m of the VSP source, and any impact inside 450 m will only be for the duration of the 
VSP activity which is limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.   
Due to the minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or extreme 
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exposure to fish or shark species or have population level impacts. In addition, noise generated by VSP and SBP will be 
temporary and limited to short-term durations, with additional control measures in place to mitigate impacts to individuals from 
VSP including the use of soft-start procedures to give animals time to move away. 
Impacts associated with non-impulsive sound are detailed in EP Section 6.6 which predicts only localised behavioural impacts, 
such as avoidance. 
 
Additional information has been included in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan) to clarify that marine seismic surveys 
are not within the scope of this EP in response to this claim." 

592 4956, 5121 One in eight shark and ray species in 
Australian waters are threatened with 
extinction, with some of those occurring 
in the OA and EMBA for this project. 
AMCS refers to the The Action Plan for 
Australian Sharks and Rays 20213 which 
provides a comprehensive and consistent 
review of the extinction risk of all 328 
species occurring in Australian waters. It 
provides a benchmark from which 
changes in population and extinction risk 
can be measured, and to help guide 
management for their conservation. 
AMCS recommends that the proponents 
use the Action Plan and the specific 
actions required to address vast 
knowledge gaps, and conservation 
objectives for each species to develop an 
EP that addresses these issues with a view 
to cumulative impact, and the 
precautionary principle where sufficient 
research is lacking. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers information on the importance of shark species to the marine ecosystem to be of high merit . 
ConocoPhillips Australia have reviewed Section 4.6.5.1 (Sharks) and relevant impact and risk assessment chapters (6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.6 and 7.7) to ensure the extent of information provided allowed for an appropriate assessment of the impacts 
and risk to sharks species associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
A total of 11 EPBC listed species belonging to the Class Chondrichthyes (includes sharks, rays and chimeras) were identified to 
potentially occur within the Environment that May be Affected (EMBA). Of these 7 are EPBC listed species, 3 of which were 
identified to occur within the operational areas (Carcharodon carcharias, Centrophorus zeehaani and Galeorhinus galeus). 
Biologically important areas (BIAs) for foraging and distribution for one species, the white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) have 
been also identified to occur within the operational areas. Significant threats as listed by the Action Plan for Australian Sharks 
and Rays (Kyne et al. 2021) to these species include: 
• Fishing (commercial, recreational and Indigenous) – Carcharodon carcharias, Centrophorus zeehaani, Galeorhinus galeus 
• Fishing (Shark control) – Carcharodon carcharias, Galeorhinus galeus. 
Relevant Conservation Actions as listed by the Action Plan for Australian Sharks and Rays (Kyne et al. 2021) to these species 
include: 
• Identify and protect critical habitat – Carcharodon carcharias, Centrophorus zeehaani, Galeorhinus galeus. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts and risks relevant to shark species, particularly those with EPBC Listed threatened 
status and/or those with biologically important areas within the EMBA, have been adequately assessed within relevant chapters.  
In accordance with the measures outlined within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
potential impacts and risks to sharks are reduced to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 
regulatory requirements. 
 
Additional detail has been included in EP Section 4.6.5.1 (Sharks) to capture information on the status of these species as a whole 
and highlights the importance of sharks to the marine ecosystem. 
 
References: 
Kyne PM, Heupel MR, White WT and Simpfendorfer CA (2021) ‘The Action Plan for Australian Sharks and Rays 2021’, National 
Environmental Science Program, Marine Biodiversity Hub, Hobart" 

594 4956, 5121 Research indicates that turtles are 
sensitive to levels of noise comparable to 
those that will be emitted during 
proposed drilling and vertical seismic 
surveys, although more investigation is 
needed to determine the nature and 
extent of impacts, including cumulative 
impacts on these long-lived species. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks on marine turtles associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure the assessment was 
adequate. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international experts to undertake underwater sound modelling to assess distances from 
activities where underwater sound reached exposure criteria corresponding to various levels of potential impact to marine fauna 
including marine turtles. The exposure criteria for marine turtles are based on current best available science and acceptance by 
regulatory agencies. Impacts to marine turtles associated with underwater sound are comprehensively assessed in EP sections 
6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), and Appendix G. Impacts 
are predicted to be localised (within 60 m for PTS and 280 m for TTS for non-impulsive noise; and within 30 m for PTS, 270 m for 
TTS and 920 m for behavioural response during short-duration vertical seismic profiling). Injury (PTS and TTS) are considered 
unlikely to occur given the duration of relevant activities (typically less than 24 hours), the duration of exposure required for 
onset and the transient nature of marine turtles in this area. Further, the implementation of a soft-start procedure for VSP, as 
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described in the (now titled) Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) provides an opportunity for fauna to move away from this 
sound source. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

595 4956, 5121 Further, the EP fails to acknowledge that 
a LOWC/hydrocarbon spill from 
proposed test drilling activities could 
impact foraging marine turtles through 
contamination of their food sources. Nor 
does the EP acknowledge the potential 
for population-level impacts of marine 
turtle mortality resulting from a 
hydrocarbon spill; for leatherback and 
loggerhead turtles, which are listed as 
Endangered, mortality of even a small 
number of individuals can have negative 
impacts on the population. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding risks to marine turtles associated with a spill to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of these risks.  
 
The potential impacts to marine turtles following a spill event have been assessed within EP Table 7-23 (Potential risk of marine 
diesel oil (MDO) release on marine reptiles) and Table 7-36 (potential risk of loss of well control (LOWC) condensate release on 
marine reptiles). The impact assessment identified general risks to marine turtles based on current scientific literature and 
allocated marine reptiles a sensitivity rating (to spills) as ‘Medium’.  
As detailed in EP Section 4.6.8, no Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or habitats critical to the survival of marine turtles were 
identified within the environment that may be affected (EMBA). Evaluation of the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) database was 
completed to identify recent sightings of marine turtle species within the operational area and EMBA. No sightings were 
recorded for the operational areas, and only three species were sighted within the greater EMBA area (DELWP 2022). 
ConocoPhillips Australia sighted only a single marine turtle within the T/49P operational area during marine mammal surveys in 
2022-23.  
Based on the limited sightings and the absence of identified BIAs or habitat critical to the survival of marine turtles, the presence 
of marine turtles within the waters of southern Australia are expected to be transient in nature, and they are not anticipated to 
remain with the EMBA for long as they migrate through. Any impact to marine turtles in the extremely unlikely event of an oil 
spill would not cause population/stock-level impacts or affect the reproductive success of the species.  
Control measures have been identified in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 to mitigate the risk of a hydrocarbon release to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  These 
measures have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists and align with standard 
industry practices and are well practiced and well understood.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the risks to marine turtles associated with a MDO release and LOWC event have been 
adequately considered in the EP.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

597 4956, 5121 Accordingly, AMCS recommends that the 
precautionary principle be applied in 
recognition of the lack of understanding 
of how these species will be affected, 
both immediately and cumulatively, by 
the proposed test drilling and vertical 
seismic surveys in their habitats areas. 
AMCS also requests that the EP be 
refused due to the failure by 
ConocoPhillips to acknowledge, 
ascertain, and address impacts on 
populations of EPBC-listed species 
relating to a hydrocarbon spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the application of the precautionary principle in the assessment of impacts 
to threatened marine mammal species to be of high merit . 
ConocoPhillips Australia has routinely been precautionary in its assessments, applying conservative criteria, rounding up buffer 
zones, being conservative when assessing the effectiveness of control measures etc. These are techniques that are good practice 
in environmental assessments.  
As described in Section 5.6.2.2 of the EP, uncertainty in the assessment of impacts and risks is addressed by applying the 
Decision Making Framework (Figure 5-5 of the EP). This is an internationally recognised approach to impact assessment and is 
recommended by NOPSEMA in the NOPSEMA ALARP Guidance Note (N-04300-GN01660166, June 2020). The Decision Making 
Framework guides the assessment in determining the Decision Context based on activity type, risk and uncertainty and 
stakeholder influence, which in turn is used to guide the types of decision-making tools which are appropriate to consider (Table 
5-2). 
As described in Chapters 6.6 and 6.7 of the EP, Decision Context B has been applied to the assessment of underwater noise 
impacts. Decision Context B considers that there is some uncertainty in the level of risk, and recommends that engineering risk-
based tools (such as modelling) should be used to support the assessment of impacts and identification of controls. In this case, 
some uncertainty exists regarding lifecycle and habitat use of threatened marine mammals present within or in proximity to the 
operational areas, however the combination of activity-specific underwater noise modelling by an industry-leading specialist 
(JASCO, Appendix G) and conservative application of adaptive management (Fauna Management Plan, Appendix N), reduces this 
uncertainty. On this basis, ConocoPhillips concludes that the decision Context B is appropriate and ensures the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable 
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Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
Similarly, the concept of uncertainty is key to the assessment of cumulative impacts, and is built into the process for assessing 
and treating cumulative impacts and risks. 
The precautionary principle is a key component of the Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) framework, against which the 
Acceptability evaluation criteria for the project are considered. This criteria guides the assessment to consider whether there is 
sufficient information available to understand the risks, and if not it states that the precautionary principle should be applied. In 
this way, the precautionary principle is applied at both the treatment phase (i.e. the application of mitigation measures) and the 
evaluation phase (i.e. the assessment of Acceptability) of each impact and risk assessment, and thus integral to the assessment 
methodology. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the appropriate level of conservatism has been applied to the assessment of EPBC-listed 
threatened species. By resolving uncertainty in this way throughout the assessment, ConocoPhillips Australia is able to ensure 
that an informed decision making process is undertaken, and remain confident in the suitability and effectiveness of controls. 
Further, control measures have been identified in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 to mitigate the risk of a hydrocarbon release to as 
low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  These 
measures have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists and align with standard 
industry practices and are well practiced and well understood.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

598 4956, 5121 The EP shows there is an unacceptable 
level of risk and impact on our marine 
parks, both from the immediate vertical 
seismic blasting, vessel traffic including 
the drill rig, drilling operations, potential 
LOWC within the Zeehan marine park, 
and impact of hydrocarbon spills as 
shown in the EMBA map will have on 
marine parks in the South East Marine 
Park Network. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks. The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan as detailed in the 
impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

600 4956, 5121, 5473 The EP fails to provide any information 
on where these proposed drill sites will 
be or address the ecological significance 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to continuing to provide updates on changes to the scope and bounds of the proposed 
activity, as stated in Table 10-5 of the Implementation Strategy within the EP.  
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of this Commonwealth Marine Park and 
the species known to inhabit it. The EP 
fails to provide sufficient details on the 
impacts that vertical seismic blasting that 
is proposed at each of the 6 test wells will 
have on noise-sensitive animals, such as 
whales and dolphins. 

As stated above, narrowing and refinement of the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas has continued, leading 
to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Details of these changes can be found within the June 2024 Project update.  
 
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, 
refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities.   
 
This update also provides the outcomes of ongoing narrowing and refinement of the proposed activity scope which has seen the 
number of Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tests reduced from 6 to 2. In addition, the duration of each test has been reduced from 
20 hours to 12 hours of the active source at full power.  
 
These reductions demonstrate ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing commitment to reducing environmental impacts to as low as 
reasonably practicable and acceptable levels. 

601 4956, 5121 The EP excludes any information on 
vessel traffic involved with supporting 
and supplying this project that would 
come and go from the marine park and 
does not provide details on risks and 
threats of associated vessel traffic to and 
from these proposed drill sites. Further, 
the EP fails to provide sufficient 
information on risks to the marine park 
and its unique environmental values from 
drilling operation and any associated 
pollution that comes with these proposed 
drill sites on the species known to be in 
the area of the Zeehan Marine Park 
during projected operational periods 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding vessel traffic associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be 
of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that petroleum activities were adequately assessed. 
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 and applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the 
boundary of a petroleum title. Activities occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the Navigation Act 2012 
and other relevant legislative requirements. EP Chapter 7, namely sections 7.2 (Loss of Materials or Waste Overboard), 7.3 (Minor 
Loss of Containment), 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna), 7.5 (Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine 
Species) and 7.6 (Marine Diesel Oil Release) provide detailed assessments of the risks associated with the presence of moving or 
stationary MODU, vessels and aircraft within the Operational Areas including the multiple use zone of the Zeehan Marine Park. 
Maritime controls are in place for other activities that will not be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain 
a safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation Act 2012); and requirements to report vessel collisions with a 
protected marine species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), with failure to 
notify an offence punishable on conviction by a fine.  
Additionally, the measures implemented for the petroleum activity will provide benefit to other species including cetaceans in 
that only one drilling operation will be occurring at any time in the region which represents a significant control measure for 
cumulative impact. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
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The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned 
impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
 
No further changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

602 4956, 5121 The risks and impacts on the other State 
and Commonwealth Marine Parks that 
would be impacted as demonstrated in 
the EMBA modelling of any hydrocarbon 
spills from this proposal must be 
provided in more detail, specifically 
mitigation and clean up measures. 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are areas 
set aside to protect and restore marine 
biodiversity and are generally located in 
regions of unique or exceptional 
environmental values. AMCS does not 
support any exploration and mining 
activities for fossil fuels within the 
Commonwealth or State or Territory 
MPAs. Based on the real and present risks 
to Marine Parks from test drilling 
demonstrated in this EP, NOPSEMA 
should refuse ConocoPhillips' EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding measures to mitigate risks associated with spills to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and provides details on response strategies 
that may be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill. ConocoPhillips Australia also has a membership with AMOSC, 
as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP, which ensures 24/7 access to trained oil spill responders and specialised 
equipment to allow for a rapid response and to mitigate the potential consequences of a spill.  
AMOSC was commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline Plan 
and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identify specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable response 
strategy to be deployed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia also employed specialists to developed oil spill modelling reports (EP Appendix E) to support the 
identification of the largest potential extent that hydrocarbons may reach in the extremely unlikely event of a spill event. The 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA), 
represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events. 
The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any single spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all 
hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and 
have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably 
smaller than that of the EMBA.  
These documents all contribute to the precautionary approach that ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaking to mitigate the risk 
of a hydrocarbon release to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental 
regulatory requirements.  These documents have been developed in consultation with environmental advisors, spill response 
specialists and align with standard industry practices and are well practiced and well understood.  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned 
impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

603 4956, 5121 Research shows the impacts of seismic 
activity on zooplankton, shellfish and 
crustaceans causes mortalities and 
disruption to life cycles, and disruptions 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on marine 
invertebrates to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were 
adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
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to migrating and foraging species found 
within marine parks in the OA. (Crouse, D. 
T., Crowder, L. B., & Caswell, H. (1987). A 
stage-based population model for 
loggerhead sea turtles and implications 
for conservation. Ecology, 68(5), 1412-
1423. There is a lack of research on the 
impacts of vertical seismic blasting and 
test drilling on the benthic biodiversity of 
our oceans, and other marine life that are 
known to inhabit the marine parks of SE 
Australia.  

under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic 
surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation (VSP) 
and geophysical surveys (SBP) as described in detail above.  
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. These are considered Impulsive sound sources. Non-
impulsive or continuous sound sources are those typically generated from vessel propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic 
flow around the hull plus operation of machinery and equipment. These are assessed in Chapter 6.6 of the EP. 
Impulsive underwater sound emissions from short duration VSP and SBP do not reach the noise effect criteria for impairment of 
marine invertebrates at the seafloor. However, sub-lethal effects may occur within the effect distance to the ‘no effect’ criteria at 
the seafloor which was reached at 170 m for VSP. Therefore, within water depths <170 m, marine invertebrates directly below the 
impulsive sound source during short-duration VSP (maximum 20 hours per well) are likely to detect a change in ambient sound; 
however, negligible consequences are predicted given other, more conservative criteria are not reached at the seafloor over the 
range of water depths within the operational areas.   
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

606 4956, 5121 The impacts on the benthic and other 
ecological communities identified within 
the marine park make it unacceptable 
that seabed sampling, vertical seismic 
blasting and drilling be allowed to take 
place within a marine park, irrespective of 
the zone in which activities are proposed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high merit and have reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned 
impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

610 4956, 5121 Given this ongoing federal government 
review of the marine park Management 
Plan, the EP must be refused as it fails the 
precautionary principle, and risks 
undermining the conservation values of 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the application of the precautionary principle in relation to marine parks to 
be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that this has been appropriately considered. 
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that 
petroleum activities will be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development 
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impacted marine parks and the review 
outcomes. 

as set out in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other 
considerations and requirements.  
The principles of ecologically sustainable development require consideration of the precautionary principle, whereby ""if there 
are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for 
postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation."" 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included the assessment of uncertainty in its impact and risk assessment methodology, outlined in 
EP Chapter 5, whereby at the conclusion of each impact and risk assessment a level of uncertainty is assigned. If there are threats 
of serious or irreversible environmental damage, the residual uncertainty will be assessed and measures implemented to either 
remove the uncertainty or apply the precautionary principle. Subsequently, all impacts and risks evaluated in the Environment 
Plan are assessed using the precautionary principle, including impacts to marine parks and their conservation values. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the South-east Marine Parks Network Management Plan is currently under review. Chapter 
10 (Implementation Strategy) of the EP (particularly section 10.2.7 Management of Change), describes the processes whereby 
emerging and escalating issues are taken into consideration for the term of the EP (including changes in legislation, science and 
associated changes to impact and risk assessments and ongoing consultation) in order to maintain impacts to ALARP and 
acceptable levels. This process applies to any changes resulting from the release of the next South-east Marine Parks Network 
Management Plan. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

611 4956, 5121 Given the high level of biodiversity 
present in the South-East Marine Region, 
the number of BIAs for EPBC-listed 
species within the EMBA, and the prior 
Commonwealth recognition of the need 
to protect whales throughout the entirely 
of their Australian habitats, AMCS 
recommends that NOPSEMA reject the 
EP on the basis that seismic surveys 
constitute an unacceptable risk to 
biodiversity within the EMBA. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval. 
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within 
the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 
undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations). 
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of 
less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). VSP 
has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time scale 
(~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is conducted in 
the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound 
Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated with noise 
emissions which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to marine species. 
Potential impacts to prey species, such as krill (Nyctiphanes australis), are expected to be limited by intermittent exposure, 
dispersive characteristics of the open water in the operational areas, and high reproductive rates. The magnitude of noise 
impacts (≤50 m for injury from the VSP source) on species such as krill, is highly localised and not discernible at the regional 
scale when considering natural variation in their spatial and temporal abundance. Continuous reproduction through the year 
coupled with a high growth rate means krill have very high productivity (IMAS 2011). Considering the localised and temporary 
impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term activities are not expected to be ecologically 
significant. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

613 4956, 5121 The EP notes on p.203 that 39 marine 
mammal species potentially occur within 
the operational areas. Confusingly, it then 
states that “six of the 35 marine mammal 
species have an EPBC threatened status, 
including 3 endangered species (blue 
whale, southern right whale, Australian 
sea lion) and 3 vulnerable species (sei 
whale, fin whale, southern elephant seal).” 
The EP fails to correctly and consistently 
state the number of protected species 
occurring within the operational areas. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the calculation of the number of species present within operational areas 
to be of high merit and has undertaken a review of the Environment Plan (EP) to correct any miscalculations.  
The number of marine mammal species stated in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals) should state ‘39’, and the EP has been 
updated accordingly. No further miscalculations were identified" 

614 4956, 5121 Assessing the presence of protected 
species, and adopting tailored mitigation 
measures for each species, is a core 
provision of the EP. AMCS recommends 
that the EP be refused until 
ConocoPhillips can demonstrate that it 
has accurately assessed the presence and 
habitat use of protected species within 
the proposed operational area. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the assessment of presence of protected species to be of high merit and 
has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to confirm this has been adequately addressed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia uses the Commonwealth government’s Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) and Species Profile and 
Threats (SPRAT) database, as well as the South-East Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-23 (DNP 
2013) and the Temperate East Marine Reserve Network Management Plan 2018 (DNP 2018), to identify the presence, Biologically 
Important Areas (BIAs) and behaviours of protected species. The PMST searches are conducted using the largest spatial extent of 
likely impacts (impact EMBAs) and credible worst-case risks (Spill EMBAs). The output from the PMST searches is provided in full 
Appendix B of the EP, and presented within the EP as follows: 
• Table 4-6: Fish species that may occur within relevant EMBAs, and protection status 
• Table 4-7: Fish biologically important areas (BIAS) in relation to EMBAs 
• Table 4-8: Amphibian species that may occur within relevant EMBAs, and protection status 
• Table 4-9 Seabird, shorebird and other marine listed bird species that may occur within the relevant EMBAs, and protection 
status 
• Table 4-10 Seabird and shorebird biologically important areas (BIAs) in relation to EMBAs 
• Table 4-11: Marine reptile species that may occur within the relevant EMBAs, and protection status 
• Table 4-12: Marine mammal species that may occur within relevant EMBAs, and protection status 
• Table 4-13: Marine mammals biologically important areas within relevant EMBAs 
• Table 4-14: Terrestrial mammal species that may occur within the relevant EMBAs, and protection status. 
This information is supplemented with published peer reviewed literature on protected species and through ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s own baseline monitoring data, with the Cetacean Surveillance Program Report (2022-23) now included in Appendix P) 
and informs the identification of sensitive receptors for impact and risk assessments. 
Mitigation measures specific to sensitive receptors are identified where required to support the achievement acceptable levels of 
impact that are as low as reasonably practicable. For example, the adoptions of control measure ‘CM07: Light Management Plan’ 
which will be based on the National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife to reduce the impact of light on seabirds and the 
Adoption of the (newly titled) Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) to mitigate impacts to a range of species. 
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

615 4956, 5121 The EP from the proponents fails to 
identify where the exploration drills sites 
will occur, providing insufficient 
information to enable AMCS to make a 
fully informed public comment on this EP, 
and the potential impacts on the marine 
environment, and the EMBA modelling 
provided. This includes 9 Ramsar sites, 11 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and an analysis of the 
efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 
designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a 
thorough description of the environment within the operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP 
Chapter 4.  
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Australian Marine Parks (Commonwealth), 
and 16 Tasmanian Marine Reserves and 
protected areas, 2 Victorian Marine 
National Parks and Marine Sanctuaries, 
Indigenous Protected Areas, Wilderness 
Zones, the entire coastline of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Areas, and Key Ecological Features 
spanning the coastlines and territorial 
waters of 4 states (New South Wales, 
South Australia, Tasmania and Victoria). 
This lack of detail on where the drill sites 
would be from which a potential spill 
would emanate, fails to provide 
comprehensive and comprehensible 
information to relevant persons for us to 
provide informed submissions on the 
potential impact to marine life and 
ecosystems as part of public comment 
processes.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. 
This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised 
that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses 
worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable 
levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and 
risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce 
consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of 
specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, 
light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that 
seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant overlap 
with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with 
mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular 
species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
Regarding oil spill modelling, as described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 
(Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, 
proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for 
drilling in any location within the Operational Areas.   
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 
Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for which approval is 
being sought under this EP.  
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

616 4956, 5121 Given the immense scale of the EMBA for 
project hydrocarbon spills and the many 
ecological communities that would be 
impacted, AMCS requests that 
ConocoPhillips Oil Spill Emergency 
Response Plan include a description of 
chemicals that could be used to clean up 
spilled oil (including SDSs), and the 
location and number of vessels available 
to assist in the case of an emergency. 
Specifically what drill rig would be 
required in the event of a LOWC, from 
what region(s) such a rig would be 
available and how long that would take 
to be deployed, with information on what 
that would mean for an uncontrolled 
spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) and OPEP (Appendix I) to ensure that the information provided is adequate and appropriate.  
As described in detail in response to Matter S01 above, the environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP 
Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA), represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil 
spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events. The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any 
single spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the 
low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The 
spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA. 
As stated in response to Matter S28 and in EP Section 7.8.2 and Section 2.6.1 of the OPEP, chemical dispersants have not been 
identified as a feasible response strategy due to the characteristics of relevant hydrocarbons. Section 3 of the Shoreline Plan 
(provided as Appendix 1 of the OPEP), describes how shoreline responses fall under the control of the relevant state control 
agency and, as such, the use of chemicals during the response, such as detergents for oiled wildlife, will be at the direction of the 
control agency.   
As stated in response to Matter S08, information on relief well rigs and implementation timeframes has been provided in EP 
Section 7.8.4.1. The EP covers three possible mobilisation locations (national and international), processes to track rig availability, 
identification of documentations requires for a relief well, a summary of the technical details and equipment required to drill a 
relief well, and a detailed evaluation of the mobilisation timeframe of a Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) from the three 
locations. Up to three support vessels may be present within the operational area at any one time to support drilling operations 
and, as stated in Table 6-1 of the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP), ConocoPhillips Australia is required to monitor the 
location and availability of source control response resources and materials prior to and during drilling, including the available of 
additional support vessels, among other things. 
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 
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626 4956, 5121 While the spills modelling EMBA in the EP 
show significant areas of ocean and 
coastline would be impacted by a LOWC 
at any of the undefined 6 proposed test 
drill locations the mitigation responses 
outlined in the EP are based upon what 
the company considers to be acceptable 
costs to the project bottom-line, rather 
than acceptable risks and appropriate 
mitigation measures to at risk 
communities and the marine 
environment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the mitigation measures to address the potential risks of a spill event during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided is appropriate.  
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA), 
represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events. 
The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any single spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all 
hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and 
have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably 
smaller than that of the EMBA. 
The control measures detailed in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 and the response strategies detailed in Section 7.8 have been 
developed in consultation with state Control Agencies and are consistent with approaches across Australia. Reducing impacts 
and risks to ALARP is based on the concept of reasonable practicability (NOPSEMA Fact Sheet, August 2020), where the level of 
environmental impact or risk is compared to the ""cost"" (time, money or effort) required to implement measures to reduce 
those impacts or risks. The ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which 
includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort required to implement, 
and the introduction of additional impacts and risks.  
As stated in EP Section 7.8, spill response strategies are selected based on the Net Environmental Benefit Analysis (NEBA) to 
ensure that the response itself will not cause harm to the environment and there will be a benefit to the environment. The NEBA 
assessment of response strategies is therefore primarily based on whether the response will benefit the environment.  
In the extremely unlikely event of a Loss of Well Control (LOWC) event, the mobilisation of a drill rig for a relief well occurs in 
accordance with the timing specified for source control risk assessment in Section 7.8.4.1 of the OPEP. ConocoPhillips considers 
the information provided to support decisions regarding mitigation measures is sufficient.  
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

628 4956, 5121 The scope for the rapid mobilisation for 
the drilling of a relief well in the event of 
a LOWC has, according to the EP, been 
created based on what is acceptable to 
the budget for the project, rather than 
acceptable risk and management.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the mitigation measures to address the potential risks of a spill event during 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided is appropriate.  
The control measures detailed in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 and the response strategies detailed in Section 7.8 have been 
developed in consultation with state Control Agencies and are consistent with approaches across Australia. Reducing impacts 
and risks to ALARP is based on the concept of reasonable practicability (NOPSEMA Fact Sheet, August 2020), where the level of 
environmental impact or risk is compared to the ""cost"" (time, money or effort) required to implement measures to reduce 
those impacts or risks. The ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which 
includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort required to implement, 
and the introduction of additional impacts and risks.  
As stated in EP Section 7.8, spill response strategies are selected based on the Net Environmental Benefit Analysis (NEBA) to 
ensure that the response itself will not cause harm to the environment and there will be a benefit to the environment. The NEBA 
assessment of response strategies is therefore primarily based on whether the response will benefit the environment.  
In the extremely unlikely event of a Loss of Well Control (LOWC) event, the mobilisation of a drill rig for a relief well occurs in 
accordance with the timing specified for source control risk assessment in Section 7.8.4.1 of the OPEP. The information on the 
timing of a relief well were provided by an Australian source control specialist and are in accordance with standard industry 
practice.  ConocoPhillips considers the information provided to support decisions regarding mitigation measures is sufficient.  
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

629 4956, 5121 Specifically ruling out having a standby 
Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) on 
site during the test drilling phases. The 
reason for this stated on pp 670-71 of the 
EP is that ‘having a MODU on standby 
would require significant commercial 
effort and cost (approx. $800k / day) that 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control 
measures have been included.  
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on 
standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The 
additional associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context 
means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits 
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are considered grossly disproportionate 
to the level of benefit gained given the 
relatively small level of potential shoreline 
oiling at moderate levels’. AMCS 
considers this a failure of ALARP given 
the costs, financial and otherwise, in the 
event of a spill to ocean ecosystems, 
coastal communities and impacted 
industries. ConocoPhillips as a global 
corporation with sizable profits and 
assets to enable supply of a second 
MODU, should be enforced to do so to 
meet ALARP. 

versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary 
rig would increase impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and 
emit underwater sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, 
and require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the region/on 
standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased 
vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in 
accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks 
are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

632 4956, 5121 The option of using two MODU drill rigs 
simultaneously to provide an additional 
safeguard in the event of a LOWC has 
also been rejected in the EP. The stated 
reason for this is based on additional 
costs associated with second MODU 
mobilisation and demobilisation of 
approximately $5M per month USD plus 
a premium of $50K/day to align the 
contract windows’. Again the decisions 
on what is an acceptable risk and 
appropriate measures in the event of 
such an accident have been decided 
based on financial cost the company, 
rather than doing all possible to control 
risk to the marine environment and 
community. This demonstrates a failure of 
ALARP and this EP should be rejected on 
those grounds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the option of using a second MODU during the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control measures have been 
included.  
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on 
standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The 
additional associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context 
means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits 
versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary 
rig would increase impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and 
emit underwater sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, 
and require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the region/on 
standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased 
vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in 
accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks 
are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
No changes were made to the EP in response to these claims." 

635 4956, 5121 The EP fails to detail the vessel traffic, 
both sea and air, coming and going from 
port facilities to the OA, and those 
anchored outside of the OA that are 
servicing operations. The EP states that 
the following topics are outside the scope 
of the EP: ‘Vessels transiting to or from 
the operational areas. The vessels are 
deemed to be operating under the 
Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012 and 
not performing a petroleum activity 
whilst outside the operational areas.’ The 
failure to provide information and assess 
risks posed to the marine environment 
and any other ocean users that may be 
impacted by vessels involved in the 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the scope of impact assessment is 
commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale of the petroleum activity. 
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS Act and 
applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities occurring outside 
the operational areas a governed under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
Maritime controls are in place for other activities that will not be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain 
a safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation Act 2012). Further, under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) persons undertaking any activity that results in the unintentional death or injury of 
a cetacean in or beyond the Australian Whale Sanctuary, i.e. vessels and the drilling rig outside of the operational areas, must 
notify the Secretary of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water within seven days of becoming 
aware of the results of your activity.  The Australian Whale Sanctuary includes all Commonwealth waters from the 3 nautical mile 
state waters limit out to the boundary of the Exclusive Economic Zone (i.e. out to 200 nautical miles and further in some places). 
Within the Sanctuary it is an offence to kill, injure or interfere with a cetacean. Severe penalties apply to anyone convicted of 
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projects is a failure to fully assess risk and 
mitigation measures for this project as a 
whole. AMCS recommends this EP be 
rejected due to these omissions in project 
scope and thoroughness. 

such offences.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated the (now titled) Fauna Management (CM08, formerly Whale Management Plan, EP 
Appendix N) which includes detailed monitoring and mitigation measures to protect marine fauna in Section 4 (Fauna 
Management Actions – Interactions between Vessels and Fauna). The FMP reinforces that all vessels at all times must comply 
with the EPBC Regulations 2000 Part 8: Vessel and Operating Procedures, which stipulates a 300 m caution zone for whales and 
a 150 m caution zone for dolphins.  " 

638 4956, 5121 The EP fails to provide comprehensive 
information regarding the sourcing of a 
drill rig, despite being requested to 
provide this information by AMCS. In a 
letter sent 18 October 2023, AMCS 
specifically asked ConocoPhillips, “What 
type of drill rig is being allocated for the 
MODU? Where will it be sourced from, 
and what is the expected turnaround 
time to do that?” The response from 
ConocoPhillips dated 9 November 2023 
did not explicitly answer these questions. 
AMCS later found an article in Offshore 
magazine dated 13 July 2023 which 
identified the drill rig as the Transocean 
Equinox, which according to 
marinetraffic.com is currently located in 
Norway. If the proponents had this 
information confirmed within industry 
networks, it is unclear why this 
information was not made freely available 
to relevant persons either in updates via 
the consultation portal and meetings, or 
in response to direct questions 

"ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with the claim that the EP fails to provide comprehensive information regarding the 
drilling rig. Section 2.2.2 of the Environment Plan outlines that exploration wells will be drilled using a single, semi-submersible 
mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU, rig or drilling rig). 
The relevant person who submitted this claim requested details on the drilling rig being sourced, and ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided information from the August 2023 project update that confirmed the type of rig. (ORG ID: 111; EVENT ID: 4658. 4153; 
REG16B: 449).  This was in addition to this information having already been provided during consultation with relevant persons in 
Information Sheet 11 – Project Update August 2023 (DOC ID 3735) that was also shared via email on 24 August 2023 (EVENT ID 
3050). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP further in response to this comment." 

640 4956, 5121 The EP fails to provide reasoning for, or 
explanation of impacts resulting from 
anchoring activities and the extended 
timeframe in which they are proposed to 
occur.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with anchor pre-lay to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the activities associated with anchor pre-lay were not been detailed thoroughly within EP 
Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity). However, associated impacts and risks have been assessed commensurate to the 
magnitude of impacts throughout the EP. 
Anchor pre-lay activities are expected to consist of a single AHST vessel operating within the operational area for approximately 
4-6 days, depending on weather, for each drilling location (maximum 6 drilling locations). This time will vary depending on the 
final mooring design which will consist of 8 to 12 anchors and chains up to 1.6 km in length each. 
AHST pre-lay activities within the operational areas are short-term and temporary. The impacts and risks associated with these 
activities are addressed in the following sections of the EP: 
• Section 6.2 (Interference with Other Marine and Coastal Users) addresses potential interference of support vessels with other 
marine users within the operational area with the residual Impact consequence rating of Minor (2).  
• Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive) and Appendix G assess noise impacts associated with prelay 
activities,  
• Section 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) addresses risks associated to cetaceans resulting from a vessel strike with the 
likelihood of remote and a risk rating of Low (RR I). 
• Section 7.6 (Marine Diesel Oil Release) addresses risks associated with a spill event from support vessels with the likelihood of 
remote and a risk rating of (Medium (RR II). It should be noted that due to the short-duration of anchor pre-lay, refuelling of the 
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AHTS within the operational area will likely not occur at sea. 
The transit of vessels outside the operational areas is outside the scope of the EP and is managed under the Commonwealth 
Navigation Act 2012. 
A review of incidents or accidents relating to marine vessels offshore Victoria did not identify any incident relating to pre-lay 
anchors having occurred since 2006 (ATSB, 2042).  
In addition, control measures to be implemented throughout the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered effective 
and appropriate to manage the impacts of interference on identified receptors. For example, anchor buoy management is 
considered in control measures in Table 6-5 of the EP, CM06 (MODU Mooring Plan) which details the benefit of marking the 
position of the anchor buoys with a surface buoy and navigation light and the issuing of AUSCOAST navigation warnings, 
minimising the risk of interactions. The risk of vessel interactions with marine fauna are extensively addressed in CM08 Fauna 
Management Plan, namely Table 7-2.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impacts and risks associated with prelay activities are adequately assessed in the EP.  
EP Chapter 2, Section 2.2.2 (Drilling Operations) has been updated in response to these claims to include the approximate time 
AHST vessels will be within the operational area as part of pre-lay activities." 

642 4956, 5121 As these anchoring activities are 
scheduled to occur prior to drilling 
activities, an account of the risks and 
impacts of these activities (including risks 
to cetaceans from vessel strike, spills from 
refuelling) should be included in the EP. If 
this includes the vessel being anchored 
outside of the Operational Area for any 
period of time in the lead up to drilling 
operations, or in transit between to Vic 
and Tas lease, this needs to be outlined 
clearly in the EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with anchor pre-lay to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the activities associated with anchor pre-lay were not been detailed thoroughly within EP 
Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity). However, associated impacts and risks have been assessed commensurate to the 
magnitude of impacts throughout the EP. 
Anchor pre-lay activities are expected to consist of a single AHST vessel operating within the operational area for approximately 
4-6 days, depending on weather, for each drilling location (maximum 6 drilling locations). This time will vary depending on the 
final mooring design which will consist of 8 to 12 anchors and chains up to 1.6 km in length each. 
AHST pre-lay activities within the operational areas are short-term and temporary. The impacts and risks associated with these 
activities are addressed in the following sections of the EP: 
• Section 6.2 (Interference with Other Marine and Coastal Users) addresses potential interference of support vessels with other 
marine users within the operational area with the residual Impact consequence rating of Minor (2).  
• Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive) and Appendix G assess noise impacts associated with prelay 
activities,  
• Section 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) addresses risks associated to cetaceans resulting from a vessel strike with the 
likelihood of remote and a risk rating of Low (RR I). 
• Section 7.6 (Marine Diesel Oil Release) addresses risks associated with a spill event from support vessels with the likelihood of 
remote and a risk rating of (Medium (RR II). It should be noted that due to the short-duration of anchor pre-lay, refuelling of the 
AHTS within the operational area will likely not occur at sea. 
The transit of vessels outside the operational areas is outside the scope of the EP and is managed under the Commonwealth 
Navigation Act 2012. 
A review of incidents or accidents relating to marine vessels offshore Victoria did not identify any incident relating to pre-lay 
anchors having occurred since 2006 (ATSB, 2042).  
In addition, control measures to be implemented throughout the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered effective 
and appropriate to manage the impacts of interference on identified receptors. For example, anchor buoy management is 
considered in control measures in Table 6-5 of the EP, CM06 (MODU Mooring Plan) which details the benefit of marking the 
position of the anchor buoys with a surface buoy and navigation light and the issuing of AUSCOAST navigation warnings, 
minimising the risk of interactions. The risk of vessel interactions with marine fauna are extensively addressed in CM08 Fauna 
Management Plan, namely Table 7-2.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impacts and risks associated with prelay activities are adequately assessed in the EP.  
EP Chapter 2, Section 2.2.2 (Drilling Operations) has been updated in response to these claims to include the approximate time 
AHST vessels will be within the operational area as part of pre-lay activities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 
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646 4956, 5121 We note the failure of the proponents to 
consult with representatives from 
Southern Ocean Protection Embassy 
Collective (SOPEC) founded by 
Gunditjmara people to protect Southern 
Ocean Sea Country, their whale ancestors 
and kin.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the adequacy of consultation with First Nations peoples to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement process was adequately detailed and described. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the Environment Regulations as 
outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2.  This has included consultation with First Nations groups identified as relevant 
to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP at 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia adopted a tailored approach to 
consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline: Consultation in the course of 
preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. First Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations groups and individuals and is 
outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, documents each of the 45 identified First Nations 
relevant persons (including Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective and Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation), the rationale for engagement, and details of the invitation to participate in the co-design of culturally appropriate 
consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter have been acknowledged in 
writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the start of consultation in 
February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear sheets, for example August 23 National 
Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, including First Nations 
Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their networks of followers as demonstrated in the post by 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website at https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 
that included the SOPEC video of the Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled 
Backgrounder on ConocoPhillips plans in South West Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the permit areas (VIC/P79, 
T/49P), and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify authorities, individuals and organisations who may have 
functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration drilling program”. The post also encouraged all 
Followers to participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by registering as relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and waterways, and their 
ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea Country and the marine environment that is held 
by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First Nations communities with 
Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired to date through desktop research and information-
sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners during conversations on Country (detailed in Appendix D of the EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks to the marine 
environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity and associated impacts and risks has been made 
available in information sheets, project updates, a Preliminary Environmental Impact Risk Assessment, draft EP Chapters and the 
EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their 
heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) and will seek to 
partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the 
operational areas, to co-design and co-implement control measures to protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

647 4956, 5121 Based upon the scant level of information 
provided on potential exploration and 
drill sites that informed the hydrocarbon 
spills EMBA, it would appear that First 
Nations People in multiple states would 
be excluded from their Sea Country and 
ability to practice their cultural heritage in 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding oil spill risks to cultural heritage values and sensitivities to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately identified and assessed. 
Figure 7-4: Loss of Well Control (LOWC) low/moderate threshold EMBA for T/49P  does not in any way represent the extent of 
any single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. The geographical 
extent of an individual spill would be much smaller and would not exclude First Nations People in multiple states from their Sea 
Country in the highly unlikely event of a LOWC. As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel 
oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted spill modelling experts 
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the event of a spill. Based on the 
projections in the EP of 90-100 days for a 
spill response to be enacted, and the spill 
stemmed/contained, it is feasible that 
Traditional Owners could be excluded 
from their Sea Country and cultural 
practices for up to 100 days, with the 
highest risk of that posed to the Victorian 
coastal Sea Country. 

to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the 
operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted LOWC event without any spill response 
intervention. This release over 90 days is considered conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC is considered the worst-case, not 
necessarily the most credible. As such, the volume released, and duration of the response is likely to be less. The 90-day 
timeframe does not represent the period ‘for a response to be enacted’, with details of the immediate response actions to be 
taken in the extremely unlikely event of a release provided in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (Appendix I of the EP). 
Emergency spill response capability will be maintained in accordance with the NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP – CM13). 
In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include integration with local, 
national and international response organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist equipment and 
engagement with First Nations people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of identified areas of importance, 
as described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

649 4956, 5121 Whale species including Koontapool, 
southern right whale, and Wuuloc, the 
pygmy blue whale, are sacred to the 
Gunditjmara and hold significance in their 
cultural practices. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the significance of totemic species, in particular, Koontapool – Southern Right Whales, and 
the Wuuloc - Pygmy Blue Whale to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts 
were adequately identified and assessed.  
As stated in EP Section 10.1.2.3 (Biodiversity Position), ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the importance of managing 
biodiversity risks associated with our global operations and demonstrating leadership in habitat stewardship practices. We will 
only operate exploration activities in habitats of significant importance to critically endangered species, or other critical habitat, 
where we can adequately mitigate impacts through mitigation hierarchy measures in accordance with our sustainable 
development management system, regulatory requirements and through local engagement.,  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implementing a Fauna Management Plan (CM08) that includes whale 
detection and management measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a particular focus on blue 
whales and southern right whales given the activity overlaps relevant Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). The Fauna 
Management Plan includes specific controls such as increased safe operating distances, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, 
night-time and low visibility controls and the establishment of safe points for operational activities and will ensure that impacts 
to marine mammals are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is cognisant that the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) overlaps the Gunditjmara Sea Country 
Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) Consultation Area (Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with Eastern Maar 
Aboriginal Corporation) and is also cognisant of the Gunditjmara Sea Country IPA program (the IPA program) and the need to 
align the codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program with the IPA program. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia must act consistently with EPBC Act instruments, such as a conservation management plans, recovery 
plans and conservation advice. This include both the Conservation Management Plans for Blue Whales and Southern Right 
Whales and has established relevant Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPOs) that measurable benchmarks for 
environmental performance that ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to achieve for the life of the activity. These are stated 
throughout the EP and collated in EP Chapter 9, and include as examples: 
• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species from the activity. 
• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours can continue while the activity is being undertaken. 
• EPO6: No substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological 
integrity, social amenity, cultural values or human health. 
• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such that: 
              -Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not displaced from a foraging area. 
              -It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the area or cause injury (TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance. 
• EPO10: No substantial or unrecoverable change in water quality which may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological 
integrity, social amenity, cultural values or human health. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

650 4956, 5121 The EP must be refused as it fails Article 
32, Item 2 of the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The 
introduction of the Protecting the Spirit 
of Sea Country Bill 20239 into the 
Australian Parliament in August of 2023 
further demonstrates this EP has not met 
the basic needs for First Nations and Sea 
Country Traditional Owner consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the UN Declaration on the right of Indigenous Peoples to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these rights were adequately reflected. 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “addresses both individual and collective rights, cultural rights and 
identity, rights to education, health and employment, language, and others. It outlaws discrimination against indigenous people 
and promotes their full and effective participation in all matters that concern them.  It also ensures their right to remain distinct 
and to pursue their own priorities in economic, social and cultural development”.  The Declaration “explicitly encourages 
harmonious and cooperative relations between States and indigenous peoples” (United Nations, 2007).   
However, Australia’s support for the Declaration does not make it law in Australia (Source: Australian Human Rights Commission 
at https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/un-declaration-rights) 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the enduring and unique connection to land and waters that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples have, and we celebrate their ongoing contributions to Australia’s political, economic and social landscapes.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impact of colonisation, public policy, racial discrimination and prejudice has had a 
major effect on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and that many continue to face disadvantages as well as 
prejudice and racism as a result. Through the implementation of our Reconciliation Action Plan, our organisation is seeking to 
understand, identify, and ultimately remove systems and processes that create a barrier to participation and instead, engage and 
create opportunities. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their 
heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage Protection Program that will ensure Indigenous 
knowledge and concerns inform the risk management process for the protection of heritage and the marine environment. The 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program measure (CM05) has been adopted.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of priorities and measures 
to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to ensure cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
This commitment aligns with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which states “Indigenous 
peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights, through representatives 
chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous 
decision-making institutions”.  
No further changes were made to the EP as a result of these claims." 

652 4956, 5121 AMCS has deep concerns at the way in 
which public consultation has been 
undertaken in developing this EP for 
submission to NOPSEMA for 
completeness check, and subsequent 30 
day Public Comment period we are now 
responding to. It is evident that this, and 
the two other NOPSEMA public 
consultation processes taking place in the 
Otway Basin for seismic blasting projects 
at present, are being directed by the 
proponents. This consultation model 
gives proponents the power to dictate 
the terms of reference, scope, level of 
information provided and tenor of 
community engagement and information 
provided. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims that there was community confusion about proponents during the consultation 
process to be of high merit .  
Consultation fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages of consultation (e.g. EVENT 
IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative engagement. As 
outlined in Section 3.3 of the Environment Plan. This resulted in confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting in 
the cessation of collaborative engagement approaches in certain locations.  
Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia recorded 60 discrete objections, claims, statements or feedback relating to 
seismic acquisition associated with marine seismic surveys (FB; 15, 25, 28, 31, 32, 33, 35, 39, 61, 62, 67, 71, 106, 110, 112, 113, 138, 
149, 154, 155, 156, 158, 184, 185, 192, 193, 199, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 207, 208, 211, 227, 235, 237, 245, 248, 249, 250, 251, 253, 
254, 256, 263, 264, 265,280, 290, 294, 334, 362, 363, 369, 376, 392, 393,400). Responses provided advised that a marine seismic 
survey was not part of the proposed activity for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and information was provided about 
proponents in the region proposing seismic surveys.  
In response to the specific claims raised by the relevant person (ORG ID: 111) ConocoPhillips Australia also notes that as the 
majority titleholder and operator of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, ConocoPhillips Australia is responsible for 
undertaking consultation with relevant persons.  ConocoPhillips Australia has been undertaking its own consultation process and 
is occasionally supported in this effort by a number of consultants.  
All consultation communications about the proposed activity have been sent by, or on behalf of ConocoPhillips Australia.  
Information sheets only display ConocoPhillips Australia branding and contact details and meeting information has been 
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delivered on a ConocoPhillips Australia-branded slide pack.  At the beginning of each consultation meeting, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has also introduced itself and the other meeting attendees including supporting consultants.  Based on feedback 
received early in the consultation programme from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia has ensured it has clearly 
communicated that ConocoPhillips Australia is the titleholder and operator of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (as 
identified in the EP).   
The consultation model adopted has been one of co-design with numerous offers of meetings provided to this relevant person 
to understand how they’d like to be consulted throughout the EP development process. (Event ID: 547, 4102, 881). 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that it has no record of a meeting with relevant person Org ID: 111 on 23 May 2023, but does have 
records of a meeting on 4 May 2023 (Event ID 1655) as outlined in response to Matter C06. Correspondence in the lead up to 
this meeting shows the relevant person requested ConocoPhillips Australia to confirm whether Regia representatives would be 
attending to talk to their activities within the lease (Event ID: 4125) at 8:38am on the morning of the meeting and that 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the consultants availability at short notice (Event ID: 1090).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims." 

654 4956, 5121 AMCS is of the firm view that to ensure 
community rights are enabled, including 
for First Nations relevant persons, the 
government and regulator must take a 
more proactive role in guiding and 
overseeing these consultation processes. 
This would take the proponents out of 
the driver's seat to address the flaws and 
systemic problems experienced by AMCS 
and the community.  

"These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the 
irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established 
under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long 
been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be 
carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements. " 

656 4956, 5121 Over many months, AMCS has attempted 
to gain sufficient information on the 
proposal to engage meaningfully in the 
consultation process. This has been 
unsatisfactory with written requests for 
information often going unresponded to, 
or if responded to failing to address the 
specifics of the questions put forward in 
relation to the information available at 
time of writing the correspondence. We 
have communicated to ConocoPhillips 
that AMCS has not been able to consult 
fully in this process as the information 
provided was neither comprehensive or 
comprehensible. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the 
Environment Regulations. Formal consultation commenced in February 2023, with initial communications outlining the proposed 
approach to consultation, a consultation timeline and activity information. Simultaneous to this, ConocoPhillips Australia 
undertook a significant advertising campaign and created an online consultation hub to support the identification of potentially 
relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia extended the consultation period twice to ensure relevant persons had a reasonable period with 
sufficient information to engage in the consultation process (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 
and communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons (EVENT ID 3181). 
EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, approaches and communication tools used to support consultation, 
with extensive evidence of consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also notes that consultation with the relevant person making this claim (ORG ID 111) resulted in 83 
consultation events (10 of which were project updates and other ‘all relevant person’ communications). These events are 
summarised the Event Log in EP Appendix C1 for this organisation (ORG ID: 111). During the course of consultation 
ConocoPhillips Australia documented and responded to all received (53) objections, claims, requests, statements and items of 
feedback from this relevant person.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that sufficient information was provided to allow relevant persons and 
potentially relevant persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, and that each relevant person and potentially relevant persons has been provided with a reasonable period 
for the consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program as 
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detailed in EP Chapter 3 and Appendix C.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this comment." 

659 4956, 5121 AMCS is of the view that this EP has been 
submitted for completeness check before 
consultation was properly completed. 
This view is based upon the following 
concerns about the incompleteness of 
consultation which include: 1. Inadequate 
response to concerns raised to 
ConocoPhillips’ draft EP chapters 
provided online. ConocoPhillips made 
selected chapters of the draft EP chapters 
available online in staggered stages via 
their portal in August 2023. AMCS 
undertook reviewing these chapters as 
they became available and wrote to 
ConocoPhillips on 19 September 2023 
outlining significant comments and 
concerns. Our comments and concerns 
were not responded to and it took AMCS 
seeking an online meeting with 
ConocoPhillips to discuss them to get a 
response from the proponents. The 
meeting was not helpful in addressing 
the purpose we had stated upon 
requesting it, or the specific areas we had 
indicated we were looking for more 
information onConocoPhillips 
participants, including consultant Matt 
Smith from Klarite, insisted on focusing 
on the definitions of relevant persons 
consultation versus public comment. 
AMCS said from the outset we 
understood, based on reading the 
NOPSEMA website, being recognised as 
relevant persons, and legal advice. .At the 
point where only 10 minutes were left of 
the allocated meeting time, and AMCS 
had not yet been able to present 
questions that we needed answering as a 
follow on to our 2 previous 
correspondence, AMCS declared it would 
be best to end this unsatisfactory 
consultation meeting, and again send the 
questions in by writing to be addressed. 
Written responses to these questions 
were not sent until after the consultation 
period had been paused for 
ConocoPhillips to prepare the EP for 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia advised all relevant persons that the draft EP chapters and technical supporting reports were available 
on the consultation hub via electronic direct mailout on 24 August and 31 August (Event ID: 3050, 3181). In both instances, 
relevant persons were also invited to call, email or write to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program team (the project team) to 
request specific information (PDF versions of EP chapters, excerpts, or a summary of the EP information) and/or arrange an 
opportunity to discuss the proposed activity and/or any aspect of the information provided, with the project team, in-person.  
The draft chapters were made available via the consultation hub as soon as they were ready, which resulted in some chapters 
being released earlier than others (24 August 2023). This advice was provided to the relevant person (ORG ID: 111) on 25 August 
2023 (Event ID 4136) and a further update was provided to the relevant person on 28 August advising that the remaining 
chapters would be available online by the end of the same week (Event ID 3079).  
All draft chapters were online by 31 August 2023, and were available for over 30 days online with information provided to 
relevant persons (Event ID: 3181) to support consultation in the preparation of the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia notes that when 
outlining these timeframes ConocoPhillips Australia had not taken into consideration the occurrence of a long-weekend and the 
administrative impact this would have on the consultation pause. As a result, ConocoPhillips Australia considered and responded 
to all feedback that was received between 30 September and 3 October 2023 in compiling the EP. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that the provision of draft EP chapters is not a regulatory requirement but rather represents the 
provision of all possible information available to support consultation. When the public comment period concluded on 18 
December 2023, draft EP or EP chapters had been available to anyone that wished to access them for a total of 110 days, which is 
an additional 80 days to the required 30 day public comment period.  
The correspondence from the relevant person (ORG ID: 111) dated 19 September 2023 was received via email on 22 September 
2023 (EVENT ID: 3785). In the correspondence, the relevant person advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they “have so far been 
able to review those draft chapters of the Environment Plan (EP) for the proposal that was made available in late August – 
specifically chapters 1, 5, 6.2, 6.3, 6.5, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5 and 10” (Event ID 3785; Document ID 3456). 
In addition to the previous written response provided by ConocoPhillips Australia in July 2023 (Event ID 4132) to objections and 
claims lodged by the relevant person (Event ID 1992, Event ID 2450), ConocoPhillips Australia advised the relevant person on 2 
October 2023 that the objections and claims provided on 22 September 2023 had been logged and were currently being 
assessed. ConocoPhillips Australia further advised that a written response would be provided as soon as possible, and invited the 
relevant person to meet with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Lead Environmental Advisor “at your convenience to discuss your most 
recent objections and claims” (Event ID 4139). The relevant person responded on 12 October 2023 with advice that they had a 
“half hour window” available on 18 October 2023 for a Teams Meeting. Prior advice was then provided to the relevant person on 
13 October 2023 (Event ID 4073) in response to two claims that had been raised on 22 September, to allow time for 
consideration before the meeting. 
The Teams meeting was terminated by the relevant person at 12mins 34 secs, 17mins prior to the scheduled end of the meeting. 
When the decision to “terminate” was announced by the relevant person, ConocoPhillips noted for the record that they were 
attempting to engage in “good faith” and similarly noted the relevant person’s unwillingness to engage in respectful and 
meaningful dialogue (Document ID 3882 – video of meeting recorded with permission and copy of recording provided to 
relevant person on 20 October 2023). 
ConocoPhillips Australia subsequently provided a detailed written response to the relevant persons concerns dated 22 
September 2023 on 25 October 2023 (Event ID 4139) and concerns dated 20 October 2023 on 9 November 2023 (Event ID 
4658). Changes were made to the EP in relation to a number of the objections and claims received from this relevant persons, as 
summarised in Appendix C2 for ORG ID: 111) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided comprehensive and timely responses to the feedback raised by the relevant person, and 
changes were made to the EP in relation to a number of the objections and claims received, as summarised in EP Appendix C2 
for ORG ID: 111).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
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submission to NOPSEMA for 
completeness check. Again, the answers 
provided were neither comprehensive 
nor comprehensible for AMCS as relevant 
persons to provide informed feedback on 
the proposal, and its environmental 
impacts. 

preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims." 

661 4956, 5121 2. Staggered release of draft EP chapters 
published by ConocoPhillips without 
notice to relevant persons Subsequent to 
the initial documentation being 
published online, ConocoPhillips 
published further EP chapters. AMCS is 
unclear of the date at which this occurred 
as we did not receive notification. The 
community groups we work with who are 
noted relevant persons also did not 
receive any notification of these releases, 
and were not able to meaningfully 
engage with these staggered release of 
chapters. AMCS does not believe it is 
reasonable for relevant persons to have 
to constantly check company websites 
and find for themselves when additional 
documents are published. AMCS is 
engaging in multiple relevant person 
consultations including with the CGG 
Regia MSS survey that overlaps with the 
Vic/P19 lease and does not think it is fair 
or reasonable that the onus is put on 
relevant persons to be constantly 
surveying company websites for new 
information. The onus must be on 
proponents to directly provide full 
information to relevant persons as it 
becomes available, and directly to the 
nominated contact point that is on 
record. When AMCS became aware of 
this further documentation, we sought an 
additional time to respond. The chapters 
we have specific interest in are large and 
technically complex and compose critical 
parts of the Environment Plan including 
spills, impacts on MNES, TWWHA and 
cumulative impacts. ConocoPhillips did 
not respond to our request for further 
time. AMCS is of the view that this is a 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with the claim that relevant persons were not notified of subsequent draft EP chapters 
being made available.  
ConocoPhillips Australia made the first tranche of draft EP chapters available to relevant person via the consultation hub on 24 
August 2023 and communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via an emailed project update 
(EVENT ID 3050).  
ConocoPhillips Australia made all draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 and 
communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons at this time (EVENT ID 
3181). ConocoPhillips Australia notes that representatives of the relevant organisation (ORG ID: 111, IND ID: 823) were included on 
the distribution list for this notification and that our records show this email was delivered. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that the provision of draft EP chapters is not a regulatory requirement, rather it represents the 
provision of all possible information available to support consultation. This was supported by summary information provided in 
information sheets and project updates throughout consultation.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that a sufficient information to allow relevant persons and potentially relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities 
has been provided and that each relevant person and potentially relevant person has been provided with a reasonable period 
for the consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

failure of consultation standards and this 
EP should be refused. 

664 4956, 5121 3. Conduct of ConocoPhillips consultant 
in engaging with relevant persons and at 
community consultation events. 
ConocoPhillips has engaged a consultant 
Matt Smith, who is also acting for CGG 
Regia MSS public consultation processes 
to develop EP to be submitted to 
NOPSEMA. AMCS is concerned at what 
we have experienced and witnessed in 
the conduct of these consultation 
sessions, in that information has been 
confusing, often not in keeping with what 
we understand of the EP’s and at times 
confrontational. We have raised specific 
questions with ConocoPhillips directly 
regarding statements made by the 
consultant that have confused 
communities in King Island and the 
Victorian Surf Coast, and further 
entrenched views that this consultation 
process is a ‘tick box’ process, and there 
is no input or feedback they can provide 
that will change the plans of the 
company. These comments include: ● A 
statement was made by the 
ConocoPhillips consultant Matt Smith to 
the Port Fairy Community (as recorded by 
Ben Druitt of Fight for the Bight, Port 
Fairy) during a public consultation event 
that, ‘there will never be a scientific or 
cultural reason that would halt the 
project. There will always be a work 
around.‘ AMCS asks how does this meet 
acceptable consultation conduct as part 
of community engagement as part of 
developing an EP, and proper conduct in 
relation to NOPSEMA expectations? ● We 
note a similar question sent to 
ConocoPhillips dated September 19 
regarding comments made at a King 
Island public consultation meeting by 
ConocoPhillips consultant Matt Smith 
that there will be no test drilling in the 
lease adjacent to King Island. We again 
sought clarification on this, as in our 
meeting on October 18 it was stated that 
no final decision had been made on 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
In addition to the response provided to ID 661, ConocoPhillips Australia has previously addressed all of the claims pertaining to 
this additional claim in a previous written response to the same objections and claims (Event ID 4658, Document ID 4282) that 
were raised by the relevant person during relevant person consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia’s response was sent via email on 
9 November 2023. 
The 17 Community Information Sessions undertaken by ConocoPhillips Australia (March to July 2023) followed a consistent 
presentation format based on an informative ppt presentation and a Q&A session. The video of the King Island Community 
Information Session that was held on the island on 18 May 2023 is available online in the Resource Library on the Otway 
Consultation Hub. The recording demonstrates the appropriateness and accessibility of the information provided and the active 
and engaged participation of the King Island community who attended the session. Further opportunities to meet with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program team to seek information and/or ask questions about content presented in the information 
sessions was provided in webinars held on 23 May 2023, 26 July 2023 and 20 September (Event ID: 1329, 2844, 2481). Recordings 
of  webinars (1 and 2) were also uploaded in the Resource Library at 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program/otway-exploration-drilling-
program-doclibrary 
ConocoPhillips Australia has previously responded (Event ID 4658) to the claim that there would never be a scientific or cultural 
reason that would halt the project. ConocoPhillips Australia’s response (Document ID 4282) stated: “ConocoPhillips Australia 
believes that the activity can always be adapted and/or modified to respect the scientific, cultural, social, and economic values 
and sensitivities in order to meet the requirements of the Regulations. We have considered all feedback received through the 
consultation process to inform the development of the EP”. 
The claim by the relevant person of comments made at a King Island “public consultation meeting…that there will be no test 
drilling in the lease adjacent to King Island” is misreported. As documented on the audio soundtrack of the King Island 
Community Information session video (18 May 2023) that is available on the Consultation Hub, the verbatim comment by 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultant was in response to a question from a King Island community member about the map of the 
operational areas shown in a slide and the number and location of drilling wells in T/49P. 
Q. The (maximum) six sites – are they in each area or across the two areas? 
A. We have a commitment to undertake one well in each of the two outlines (operational areas) that you can see behind me and 
we have a maximum in the next five years of six wells entirely. It’s possible that there would be five wells in T/49P…I think that’s 
unlikely. They’re more likely to be in “P79”, BUT I can’t make that commitment to you at the moment. 
ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on two occasions in response to feedback received through the consultation 
process (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050), for a total extension of 61 days, and advised in email correspondence with relevant person on 13 
October 2023 that additional time was available to complete their response to the draft EP chapters. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

where the 6 proposed drill sites will be 
located. Based on these egregious 
failings of proper community consultation 
conduct, this EP should be refused 

665 4956, 5121 4. ConocoPhillips refusing to provide 
information On May 23 2023, AMCS 
engaged in a half hour online 
consultation with ConocoPhillips which 
was requested by AMCS to understand 
more about the information provided in 
the documents available at the time, and 
ask some specific questions. At the end 
of the meeting it was agreed AMCS 
would send questions needing further 
attention to ConocoPhillips to respond 
to. As a recognised relevant person with 
specific interests in ocean ecosystem 
health and marine life AMCS requested 
information on shutdowns ConocoPhillips 
have undertaken previously on sighting 
of significant species, especially 
cetaceans. ConocoPhillips responded that 
supplying such information would be a 
heavy time commitment to the company. 
AMCS was instructed to go to the 
Australian Antarctic Division to seek such 
information for ourselves. This is in 
contradiction to undertaking a 
meaningful consultation process that 
provides information requested. Being 
told to go to a government department 
for information that is held by the 
proponent on their own historical 
company practices is an unsatisfactory 
response. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with this claim and notes that the request for information was related to a different 
activity not related to the proposed activity covered in the Environment Plan (EP). We also note that, although we have 
comprehensive recordkeeping practices, we have no records of a meeting with this organisation (ORG ID 111) on the date 
outlined in this claim. The below response is provided in relation to events we believe are similar and to which the organisation is 
referring (Event ID 1655, 1992, 3785, 4132, 4270). 
Relevant person requested to be informed on shutdown occurrences resulting from sightings of marine mammals (Event ID 1992, 
FB: 80) and ConocoPhillips Australia requested clarification on intended purpose of information requested to inform if, how and 
when we would be prepared to share this information (Event ID 4132). 
Relevant person requested that they are provided with data that has been used to determine presence of cetaceans within the 
EMBA, including interactions and/or shutdowns that occurred during its recent seismic blasting operation (Event ID 3785, FB: 
362). ConocoPhillips Australia provided information on the collection and use of data on cetacean presence in the operational 
areas since 2021; that data has been made available to government agencies and research organisations and has been used to 
inform the development of the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia reiterated the request for further information on how the provision of 
historical shut down data for a different petroleum activity was relevant to the environmental management for the proposed 
drilling activity and shared that under (then current) regulation 11A(2), titleholders should consider the functions, interests or 
activities of relevant persons and the impacts and risks that affect them when determining information requirements (Event ID 
4270).   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims." 

667 4956, 5121 Additionally, AMCS questions remain 
unanswered from our initial May 23 
questions, including: ● Given gas is high 
in methane which is more climate 
intensive that C02, what is being done to 
measure the methane emissions as they 
occur, and where will that information be 
collated and made available? ● In light of 
the SGM recent amendments, what are 
ConocoPhillips plans for how you will 
address offsetting requirements? ● What 
decommissioning projections and 
planning have taken place to estimate the 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with this claim and notes that responses to the stated questions (which were provided 
to ConocoPhillips Australia on 11  May 2023 – Event ID: 1992) were provided to the relevant person (ORG ID 111) on 11 July 2023 
(Event ID: 4132; DOC ID: 3850). Further, an explanation of the delay in responding was provided in EVENT ID 4132, whereby 
ConocoPhillips Australia could not access the meeting recording, which was required to review the context of the discussion.  
Given that responses to all the relevant persons claims were provided, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 
these comments." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

impacts on marine environment for your 
projected drill sites, both exploratory and 
final production? ● The two AMCS 
representatives in the consultation 
meeting are members of the northern 
Tasmanian and Victorian coast 
communities that will be impacted by 
these proposals. What benefit does 
ConocoPhillips suggest will be added to 
the towns and communities should your 
project go ahead? ● What research and 
estimations have been done on the 
potential for the projects proposed in 
these two leases becoming stranded 
assets? We request copies of that 
information. Based on the failures to 
respond to questions submitted in online 
consultation meetings and subsequent 
correspondence in a manner that 
provides either comprehensive or 
comprehensible information for AMCS to 
engage in proper and informed 
consultation, the development of this EP 
fails basic consultation standards and 
should be refused. 

668 4956, 5121 5. ConocoPhillips paused relevant 
persons consultation before AMCS had 
received response to our queries raised in 
the consultation process. ConocoPhillips’ 
website advises that “In line with our 
consultation approach for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is briefly pausing 
consultation during October while we 
compile the Environment Plan for 
submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment.” AMCS received an 
email notifying us of this on October 3, 
2023, that public consultation had been 
paused, and in our meeting with 
Conocophillips on October 19, 2023 
revealed the pause commenced on 
October 1, 2023 - two days before we 
were notified by email. AMCS is 
concerned ConocoPhillips attempted to 
prematurely stop consultation with 
relevant persons while substantive issues 
have yet to be discussed or resolved. 
AMCS believes this approach is contrary 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that in the email sent to all relevant persons on 31 August (Event ID: 3181), ConocoPhillips 
Australia advised “We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause 
consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment.” When outlining these 
timeframes ConocoPhillips Australia had not taken into consideration the occurrence of a long-weekend and the administrative 
impact this would have on the consultation pause. As a result, ConocoPhillips Australia considered and responded to all 
feedback that was received between 30 September and 3 October 2023 in compiling the EP.  
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that in the email on 3 October 2023 (Event ID: 3859) notifying relevant persons of the 
consultation pause it was stated: “During this time we will also respond to all individuals and organisations who provided 
feedback or raised objections and claims to the draft Environment Plan content that was made available via our online 
consultation hub. These chapters remain available on the consultation hub. Please note that during this time our responses may 
be delayed but we will get back to you.” 
In line with our review ConocoPhillips Australia believes that consultation was technically extended by an additional two days 
rather than prematurely ended as claimed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not made changes to the EP in response to this claims." 
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to requirements for consultation under 
the OPGGS Act. 

670 4956, 5121 The inadequacy of the public 
consultation process leading up to the 
creation of this EP, and the subsequent 
short 30 day period to make comment 
on a 810 document is a flaw in the public 
comment process. This EP contains a lot 
of information, but no clarity on critical 
elements of areas outlined including sea 
bed sampling sites, drill sites or 
mitigation measures for environment and 
identified species, all further reasons this 
EP should be refused by NOPSEMA. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding public comment to be of high merit . 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the Environment 
Regulations in the months preceding the public comment period. EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, 
approaches and communication tools used to support consultation, with extensive evidence of consultation provided in EP 
Appendices C and D. 
To support consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation 
hub on 31 August 2023 and communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant 
persons (EVENT ID 3181). When public comment closed on 18 December 2023 it had been available to the public for 110 days for 
review.  
ConocoPhillips Australia also advertised extensively throughout the consultation process in an attempt to identify potentially 
relevant persons, most recently placing public notifications in national, state and regional papers notifying the public of the 
public comment period. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

671 4956, 5121 Confused consultation The experience as 
a relevant person being ‘consulted’ in this 
project has been lacking in transparency 
and clarity. This has been especially 
problematic in relation to the 
engagement of consultant Matt Smith to 
lead the public consultation for 
ConocoPhillips while he was also acting 
as a consultant for CGG and their 
proposal for seismic blasting in the 
Otway Basin in an area that overlaps with 
the Vic/P79 lease. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims that there was community confusion about proponents during the consultation 
process to be of high merit.  
Consultation fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages of consultation (e.g. EVENT 
IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative engagement. As 
outlined in Section 3.3 of the Environment Plan. This resulted in confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting in 
the cessation of collaborative engagement approaches in certain locations.  
Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia recorded 60 discrete objections, claims, statements or feedback relating to 
seismic acquisition associated with marine seismic surveys (FB; 15, 25, 28, 31, 32, 33, 35, 39, 61, 62, 67, 71, 106, 110, 112, 113, 138, 
149, 154, 155, 156, 158, 184, 185, 192, 193, 199, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 207, 208, 211, 227, 235, 237, 245, 248, 249, 250, 251, 253, 
254, 256, 263, 264, 265,280, 290, 294, 334, 362, 363, 369, 376, 392, 393,400). Responses provided advised that a marine seismic 
survey was not part of the proposed activity for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and information was provided about 
proponents in the region proposing seismic surveys.  
In response to the specific claims raised by the relevant person (ORG ID: 111) ConocoPhillips Australia also notes that as the 
majority titleholder and operator of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, ConocoPhillips Australia is responsible for 
undertaking consultation with relevant persons.  ConocoPhillips Australia has been undertaking its own consultation process and 
is occasionally supported in this effort by a number of consultants.  
All consultation communications about the proposed activity have been sent by, or on behalf of ConocoPhillips Australia.  
Information sheets only display ConocoPhillips Australia branding and contact details and meeting information has been 
delivered on a ConocoPhillips Australia-branded slide pack.  At the beginning of each consultation meeting, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has also introduced itself and the other meeting attendees including supporting consultants.  Based on feedback 
received early in the consultation programme from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia has ensured it has clearly 
communicated that ConocoPhillips Australia is the titleholder and operator of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (as 
identified in the EP).   
The consultation model adopted has been one of co-design with numerous offers of meetings provided to this relevant person 
to understand how they’d like to be consulted throughout the EP development process. (Event ID: 547, 4102, 881). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims." 

672 4956, 5121 On May 23, 2023, AMCS had requested a 
meeting with ConocoPhillips regarding 
this proposal and at the last minute were 
advised that Matt Smith would be joining 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notes that, despite keeping records of all engagement with relevant persons, it has no record of a 
meeting with relevant person Org ID: 111 on 23 May 2023, but does have records of a meeting on 4 May 2023 (Event ID 1655). 
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the Zoom call as the representative for 
CGG. This came about after I specifically 
requested information on what seismic 
blasting activity would be involved in the 
ConocoPhillips project, either in the 
proposed Access Area and Operational 
Area. AMCS had not requested that the 
CGG be included in this meeting, as our 
objective was to find out more about the 
ConocoPhillips test drilling project and 
associated vertical seismic blasting. Mr 
Smith joined via phone from his car while 
on the road and made for a confused 
and disjointed meeting where our 
questions regarding the ConocoPhillips 
project were not able to be addressed 
coherently or responded to in the 
meeting. This experience has been 
replicated with community groups we 
collaborate with having the same 
consultant wearing dual hats between 
ConocoPhillips and CGG, often at the 
same meeting. This was most commonly 
the case at public consultation meetings 
set up by the respective proponents 
presenting overlapping information that 
resulted in confusion in those attending 
the consultations - a concern which was 
voiced to AMCS by community members 
in Warrnambool and Port Fairy as 
recently as the first week of December 
2023. 

Correspondence in the lead up to this meeting shows the relevant person requested ConocoPhillips Australia to confirm whether 
Regia representatives would be attending to talk to their activities within the lease (Event ID: 4125) at 8:38am on the morning of 
the meeting and that ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to ensure the consultants availability at short notice (Event ID: 1090).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised were adequately addressed in the 
preparation EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 
See also response to ID 671." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4101 3/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team on 03/03/2023 registering their interest in consultation on the ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed activity in the Otway 
Basin. 
 
• Individual requested to be included in consultation and notification processes for all activity conducted by COP in Australian territorial and commonwealth waters, with a 
particular focus on the Otway and Bass region.  

547 3/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to email received from individual on 03/03/2023 regarding registering their interest in consultation on the 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed activity in the Otway Basin. 
 
• COP team acknowledged and responded to the individual’s registration of interest. 
• COP team noted that the individual’s details had been added to distribution list.  
• COP team enquired if individual wanted to be consulted as a relevant person because of their role, explaining how that is determined.  
• COP team offered a meeting to discuss functions, interests and activities and preferred consultation process. Contact details for the COP team were provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The following information sheets were attached to the email: 
-Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 

613 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached: 
   
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

876 6/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team on 06/04/2023. 
 
• Individual stated that the project involved seismic testing. 
• Based on individual's stated claim, they requested more information on such testing and surveying. 
• Individual asked whether an internal or external service provider would do the work. 
• Individual asked if the work would be tendered. 

4102 6/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual in response to email received from the individual on 06/04/2023. 
 
• COP team responded to previous enquiry about seismic testing.  
• COP team confirmed that the project did not involve seismic testing. 
• COP team advised that COP still wished to engage in consultation with the organization. 
• COP team sought a suitable date for a consultation meeting. 
• Previously sent information sheets were attached and re-sent: 
-Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
-Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview) 
• COP team also provided information on known seismic testing planned for the Otway Basin to clarify and differentiate the current project. 

4108 11/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent from the COP team on 06/04/2023 regarding COP's proposed activity in the Otway Basin.  
• Individual acknowledged the information previously sent on seismic testing.  
• Individual sought clarification as to whether CGG seismic testing in the VIC Zone would contribute to the existing survey activity in the lease area. 
• Individual provided availability times for online consultation and enquired as to who would represent COP. 

881 12/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team: 
 
• Discussed availability for consultation.  
• Acknowledged the dates previously suggested on 11/4/23. 
• Explained the team's itinerary for local community sessions. 
• Sought to confirm an alternative meeting time and a location.   
• COP team provided contact details. 

882 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team: 
• Responded to meeting arrangements proposed on 12/4/23. 
• Asked for an online option as the suggested locations were not feasible.  
• COP team offered alternative times. 
• COP team provided contact details. 

4109 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team: 
• Responded to suggested meeting arrangements. 
• Confirmed project representatives. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Enquired as to who would represent the organization. 
• Confirmed that the agenda would reflect previously asked questions. 

4112 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team: 
• Suggested a half-hour online meeting time. 
• Nominated organisation’s representatives. 
• Asked if there was anything they should read prior to the meeting. 

883 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team:  
• Acknowledged previous email and confirmed meeting time for 27/4/23.  
• Indicated they were keen to receive input on the Preliminary Risk and Impact Report. 
• Provided a link to project details on the web document library for pre-reading. 
• Made an arrangement to set up the online meeting link. 
 
COP team contact details were provided. 

884 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team: 
• Realised the date suggested by individual was ANZAC day. 
• Proposed an alternative date for the online meeting.  
 
COP team contact details were provided. 

4115 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team confirming agreement on alternative online meeting date. 
1193 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP: 

• Proposed that the meeting on 27/5/23 be conducted on Zoom because of previous problems with Teams. 
• Offered to set up the meeting links. 

4116 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team confirming requested meeting arrangements. 
4118 14/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP clarifying time of meeting following change of date. 
4119 14/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual to COP team: 

• Confirmed that another meeting had been moved and they could attend the online meeting at individual's nominated time. 
4120 14/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team seeking contact details to enable Zoom link for meeting on 27/4/23. 
1007 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team: 

• Requested change of date for proposed meeting arrangements from 27/4/23 (if possible) to accommodate key attendee's schedule. 
4122 18/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4123 18/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team: 

• Confirmed the re-arranged consultation time. 
• Requested new contact for Zoom link. 

1010 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team: 
• COP team responded to individual's request on 18/4/23 for contact emails to enable Zoom links for rescheduled meeting. 

4124 27/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team: 
• Requested any amended documents or background information in preparation for the consultation meeting planned for 27/4/23 and in particular: 
-The ConocoPhillips drilling proposal and the Regia Seismic proposals that are in the Conoco Phillips lease area. 
-Any amended documents regarding activities in TP 49 and VicP79 that represent both of the companies' proposals. 
• Individual noted they had the previously provided COP documents. 

4126 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team:  
• Responded to request for updated documents in preparation for planned consultation meeting. 
• Provided link for information about the proposed program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined information available in the document library including on preliminary assessment of Impact and Risks.  
• Asked for priority topics as time allocated by the organisation would be limited. 

4125 4/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team: 
• Noted that only team members from COP were listed to attend the planned meeting. 
• Enquired whether representatives from Regia would be in attendance as well.  

1090 4/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team: 
• Responded to individual's request earlier on 4/5/23 for a Regia representative to attend the meeting. 
• Confirmed that a Regia representative would be in attendance for the meeting.  

1655 4/05/2023 Meeting - 
Virtual 

VIRTUAL MEETING: With representatives of Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS), ConocoPhillips (COP), and Klarite (Regia). 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
- Overview of proposed seismic and drilling activities, including mitigation measures for marine life and marine parks. 
- Details on the consultation process, data sharing, and emergency response planning. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
- Concerns about the impact of seismic activities and drilling on marine life, particularly migratory species. 
- Questions about the frequency and intensity of fauna observations during operations. 
- Discussion on the notification process in the event of a spill. 
- Concerns about the impact of the operations on marine parks and the need for robust mitigation measures. 
 
Key Actions: 
COP and Regia to provide AMCS with requested data and information. 
COP to request contact details for a nominated representative. 
COP and Regia to share NOPSEMA Oil Spill modelling video. 
COP to raise with AMOSC how to share information with State Response agencies, specifically Tactical Response Plans. 
AMCS to follow up on specific points via email. 

1102 4/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. Individual stated the following:  
• Confirmed meeting arrangements for 4/5/23. 
• Indicated they had added an agenda note stating they had allowed a 30-minute time slot. 
• Stated this meant they wanted to focus on the proposal. 
• Expected to ask questions on the information provided as related to their points of interest. 

4129 9/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team.  
• Thanked individual for opportunity for joint briefing on proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the Regia Seismic Survey. 
• Requested a video copy of the recording taken at the meeting to better note the issues raised. 
• Offered to organise an additional follow-up meeting if more detailed information needed. 
• Committed to keep the organisation informed. 

1202 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team as well as other relevant persons (ORG ID 154, 522). Individual noted: 
- Acknowledged receipt of email 
- Questioned if other relevant persons also received 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1992 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual following meeting on 4/5/23, confirming discussion, raising questions and seeking information. 
The individual: 
- expressed thanks for joint consultation with ConocoPhillips and Regia regarding proposed activities in leases T49 and V79. 
- noted the email sought clarification and referenced information requests and questions not covered in the 30 minutes they had allocated. 
- noted separate questions would be directed to Regia regarding the seismic proposals, separate to the joint consultation process in process. 
The following issues were raised in the email. The individual stated: 
RE: Consultation and Public Comment Process 
- The process leading up to this meeting was not clearly communicated.  
- Following their query about seismic testing in lease areas by other proponents a Regia representative was invited to the meeting, but no supporting information had 
been provided other than referral to a website which was an insufficiently clear, transparent or accessible consultation process. 
- The response to a request for information on shutdowns on sighting of significant species was to suggest seeking the information from the Australian Antarctic Division - 
this not being a satisfactory response. 
The individual documented requests to which they considered Conoco Phillips (CP) and Regia (R) had committed. 
- CP - Add organisation to Notification List of any incidents and spills. 
- CP - Clarify time frames between incident occurrences and notification of relevant persons. 
- CP - Share recording of meeting - [https://ssl.gstatic.com/docs/doclist/images/icon_10_generic_list.png]  video2513268232.mp4[X   
- R - Share information on exclusion zones and modelling that informs the work.  
- R - Include organisation in the distribution list for data provided to Antarctic Division and other organisations. 
- CP - Share modelling information on impacts of petrochemical releases/spills in test areas, impact of noise modelling and infrastructure. 
- CP - Share data/modelling on impacts and consequence of any spills on Marine Parks and Threatened Species and sensitive receptors. 
- Organisation to be provided information on shutdown occurrences due to sightings of marine mammals. 
Follow up tasks for questions from the meeting of May 4, 2023 
Marine Parks and Marine Life 
Leases T49 and V79 impact and/or are adjacent to protected areas of concern for threatened species leading to questions: 
- Will CP be sharing daily survey reports of marine life spotted in the areas? 
- Where are the proposed survey test drill locations in relation to the Apollo and Zeehan marine parks, and what modelling has been done on the impacts of any releases 
of petro products, vessel traffic and testing processes on the Marine Park areas? Where and when will that information be available? 
- What biodiversity and critical habitat BIA data is being used as a basis for the EP, and could that information be provided. 
Migration routes of key species 
- Migratory species in both T49P and VP79 are known to use the area. What specific measures will ensure the project will not be operational during migration times for 
federally listed species in these areas? 
Further questions not included in the consultation meeting. 
- Economic benefits for local communities. 
- General environmental impacts. 
  Other comments and questions were raised that were out of scope of the EP, including:  
- Comments on impacts of climate change and the Safeguard Mechanism. 
- Impacts of production. 
- General environmental impact. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- A request for copies of any research and estimations of the potential for the projects proposed in these two leases to become stranded assets. 
The individual shared an expectation of receiving timely responses to the questions. 

1174 12/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team.  
• Thanked for link to the video recording of meeting on 4//5/23.  
• Explained that the request for access for the video link had not worked. 
• Requested access to video. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4132 12/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to questions submitted. Formal response letter from COP attached to the email.  
2351 12/07/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: To individual. Team: 

• Requested call back to discuss some issues. 
• Individual responded with request that the questions be sent by email 
 
Screenshots attached to event record. 

2450 14/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. 
 
• Referred to previous email re context of current consultation activities. 
• Queried whether the organisation would have sufficient time to provide meaningful responses within the proposed timeframes for comment.  
• Expressed interest in the EMBA maps as previously requested and any findings to date. 
• Asked for the draft EP chapters to be provided with references to where FPIC considerations are addressed.  
• Requested an EMBA map for the regions that modelling predicted would be impacted by an incident or spill. 
 
Concluded with statement that the timeframes and general nature of information may hinder the organisation in making meaningful comment. 

2601 25/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to public comment submission. Formal response letter attached to email from COP in response to their 
public comment. Email also included the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4133 26/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP, individual stated the following: 
• Said thanks for previous email. 
• Noted they had requested an Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) Map to show where any hydrocarbon spills might affect the marine environment and coastal 
areas - not the map supplied. 
• Noted they already had the lease maps. 
• Requested the EMBA map that would form part of the EP submission so the organisation could understand where spills might impact. 
• Asked when the EP would be submitted to NOPSEMA for completeness check. 

2610 26/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to public comment submission. Formal response letter attached to email from COP to individual in 
response to their public comment. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4134 23/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team.  
• Individual sought clarification on dates for the consultation period and any changes prior to submission to NOPSEMA.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4135 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual to COP team: 
• Thanked COP team for the update on the progress of the consultation process and draft EP. 
• As a relevant person, requested the PDF versions of the draft EP. 

4136 25/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to request on 23/8/23 for PDFs of EP.  
 
• COP team thanked individual for reaching out.  
• COP team explained how to download the draft chapters from the EP Chapters page of the consultation hub. 
• COP team offered to send the PDFs if needed. 
• COP listed the draft chapters available at that time. 
• COP team noted that new chapters would be forthcoming. 

3078 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP: 
• Requested PDF copies of all the remaining EP chapters for consultation that were not publicly available. 
• Enquired when they would be made available to Relevant Persons?  
• Asked whether the marine ecosystem and biodiversity values of the project operational areas would be included in any detail in these PDF's, and would they include 
EMBA information. 

3079 28/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual: from COP team: 
 
• Responded to enquiry of 28/8/23 regarding remaining EP Chapters.  
• Indicated where and when the requested information would be published. 
• Noted that the Protected Matter Search Tool was being updated to reflect a reduced operational area. 
• Explained that EMBA information would be included in relevant chapters. 
 
Confirmed that everyone on a distribution list would be informed when the material was available on the Consultation Hub. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3291 1/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual to COP team: 
• Enquired why Chapter 3 of EP was not included in the documents published on the Consultation Hub on 31/8/23.  
• Enquired whether a purposeful omission, or an error in numbering the chapters. 
• sought clarification as to whether the final version would be available before 30/9/23. 

3183 4/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP: 
• Answered an enquiry on 1/9/23 as to why Chapter 3 was missing to documents published on the Consultation Hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Responded that Chapter 3 would record the Relevant Person Consultation report. 
• Explained that as consultation was ongoing, that report wouldn't be written until consultation was paused on 30/9/23. 

3785 22/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COPA team (Copied to NOPSEMA) Attached documents detailing a request for more information.  
 
• Individual noted concerns about the time frames for feedback. 
• Individual provided questions that related to their relevant organisation’s functions and interests. 

3858 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  To individual following earlier email that day. Team: 
• Apologised for delay in acknowledging the letter of 22/9/23. 
• Confirmed had responded earlier on 2/10/23. 

4138 2/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team: 
 
• Noted they were following up previous emails that provided preliminary feedback on the draft EP and sought clarity on timelines. 
• Indicated they had not received acknowledgement of receipt of the letter (dated Sept 19) which provided preliminary feedback and requested more time to respond.  
• Expressed concern about the phased release and large volume of material. 
• Noted that the time commitment need for organisations to respond to the draft EP was considerable.  
• Requested acknowledgement of receipt of previous correspondence, and an indication of when COP would be able to respond to questions and points of concern. 
 
Individual also asked for COP timeframes to submission to assist in their own workflow. 

4139 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant individual and (CARBON COPIED NOPSEMA). Response to email received from individual on 22/09/2023 regarding seeking clarity on 
the consultation process. 
 
- COP team confirmed that the individual’s objections and claims had been logged and a formal response from COP was being prepared. 
- COP team offered a meeting with the Lead Environmental Officer to discuss the individual’s objections and claims. 
- COP team explained that the individual could continue to contact the COP team during the pause in consultation via email.  
- The COP team confirmed the best email address to use during the consultation pause period and advised that the individual continue to use this email address to contact 
the team. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4412 10/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team stating the following:  
 
• Referenced acknowledgment of previous email. 
• Queried message that consultation has been paused for EP preparation. 
• Noted previous correspondence raising concerns and seeking an extension of time. 
• Raised question about relationship between the pause and any outstanding issues raised by relevant persons.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Objected to the proposal that CGG and COP might lodge their EP’s to NOPSEMA at the same time when community groups are already under pressure. 
 
Concluded by again asking for more time to respond before the EP was submitted. 
Expressed opinion that consultation was not yet complete. 

4407 12/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. Individual stated the following: 
 
-Requested a meeting to discuss concerns raised by community groups regarding what they understand to be changes to the proposed OA areas and maps that are not 
included in the draft EP on the consultation portal. 
-Proposed a half hour meeting and suggested dates prior to lodgement of draft EP with NOPSEMA. 
-Expressed dissatisfaction with draft chapters because of not yet identifying the proposed 6 drill sites; the spill mitigation plan and the timeframe for achieving LOWC 
control. 
-Noted that organisation was still to receive a written response to questions about early chapters of the draft EP. 
-Raised issues about the staggered release of the draft chapters and the effect on considering the cumulative impacts of the project on MNES, key ecological features and 
coastal communities. 
-Suggested a meeting with COP to discuss claims and objections highlighted, provided availability for a virtual meeting and offered to send an invite to COP team 
members. 

4073 13/10/2023 Email OUTGOING MEETING: From COP team to individual following up on suggested meeting times for the following week, the publication of EP draft chapters and the relevant 
persons process.   

4405 13/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4411 17/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team asking that another individual from their organisation be added to the virtual consultation meeting invite. 
4127 18/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team requesting that an additional person from their relevant organisation be added to a virtual consultation meeting with COP 

that morning.  
4175 18/10/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 
VIRTUAL MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Summary of Information Provided 
• COP clarified the difference between relevant persons consultation process and the public engagement process.  
• COP provided best case scenario timeline for EP submission for public comment and final submission to NOPSEMA. 
• COP confirmed Environment Plan operational map and process for future selection of drilling locations. 
Key Discussion Points 
• COP team clarified difference between relevant persons consultation process and the parallel and separate public engagement or comment period as per legislation and 
NOPSEMA guideline. The individual confirmed they understood the difference between the two consultation processes. 
• COP team provided an overview of the process of submitting the EP for public comment and final submission to NOPSEMA, giving the individual a best-case scenario on 
timelines for public comment and final submission. 
• Individual thanked COP for clarifying the process and stated that they understood where COP was at in the consultation process.  
• Individual asked the COP team if there were any updates or changes to the operational map as shown on the presentation. The COP team advised no change but also 
advised operational areas could change based on information that will be collected during the public comment period and any additional feedback from relevant persons. 
• Individual noted that it was difficult to provide feedback about EP without drilling location.   
• COP team advised that a precautionary approach had been adopted to allow for feedback during consultation to inform the environmental planning. 
• COP further advised that regulations don’t require COP to specify drilling locations in EP. 
• COP noted that environmental controls in the EP are based on worst-case scenario impacts across the entire operational area and not specific wellsite locations.  
• Individual stated that COP was working towards a ‘managed approach’ and using ‘consultation washing’ for ‘fait accompli’. 
• COP asked for right of reply to claims. 
• Individual asked to move onto questions they had prepared. 
• COP advised it would be more helpful to receive questions in writing via email. 
• Individual terminated call. 
Key Actions 
• COP team requested that the individual submit all questions to COP in writing and that COP would respond with a formal response in writing.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Induvial confirmed that they would submit their questions to COP via email. 
See full video transcript attached as document.  

4128 18/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4153 19/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team with questions attached that the individual stated were not addressed in the consultation meeting the individual attended 

on 18/10/2023. Individual also requested the recording of the webinar for their records. 
4470 20/10/2023 Social 

Pinpoint 
Registered 
for Updates 

SOCIAL PINPOINT - Individual opted in to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling EP. 

4173 20/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team following up on a request from the previous day for a copy of the recording from webinar meeting held on 18/10/2023 to 
submit further follow up questions based on the meeting discussion. 

4172 20/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team.  The email correspondence included the following information: 
 
-COP team member acknowledged receipt of correspondence on19/10/23. 
-COP team member advised individual that the video recording requested had been uploaded to Sharefile and shared with the individual. 
-COP team member advised that an email notification with login details should have been received. 
-COP team member asked the individual to notify the COP team if a Sharefile notification date stamped 20/10/2023 was not received or if the file could not be opened or 
downloaded. 

4402 20/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4270 25/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to public comment submission. Formal response letter attached to email from COP to individual in 

response to their public comment. 
4513 26/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team requesting a response to questions submitted to COP team on 18/10/2023 with questions re-attached. 
4358 26/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team seeking information about the consultation process. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4507 31/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Enquiry from individual to COP team regarding an update on the NOPSEMA approval status for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 

4660 9/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
4658 9/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to public comment submission. Formal response letter attached to email from COP to individual in 

response to their public comment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4661 13/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team enquiring about the status of the draft EP and completeness check with NOPSEMA. 
4823 14/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual confirming that the EP for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has been submitted to NOPSEMA for completeness 

check.  
 
-COP team advised individual that the full EP will be made available for public comment if approved by NOPSEMA.  
-COP team advised that the individual could join a webinar the following day if they would like more information on the consultation process moving forward. 
-COP team member requested that the individual confirm if they would like to attend the webinar and from there the COP team would send the webinar link. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4935 22/11/2023 Public 
Comment 

INCOMING EMAIL: Individual submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4939 26/11/2023 Public 
Comment 

INCOMING EMAIL: Individual submitted a public comment to COP team regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4956 17/12/2023 Public 
Comment 

INCOMING EMAIL: Individual submitted a public comment to COP team regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
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4904 28/12/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual requesting a new copy of a pdf public comment submission that was made to the regulator that was currently 
inaccessible for the team. 

4905 29/12/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team responding to previous email request to resend a public comment pdf submission. Individual attached requested public 
comment pdf submission to email. 

4906 29/12/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual thanking them for the quick response to previous emails. Confirmed that COP has now received their public comment 
submission. 

5121 22/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual in response to public comment submission. Formal response letter attached to email from COP to individual in 
response to their public comment.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5176 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team requesting invitation to 21/03/2024 webinar. 
5178 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team responding to the individual’s 21/03/2024 webinar invitation request. 
5199 18/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
• Overview of public comment and what was heard 
• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 
Next steps 
Participant led questions and answers 
 
The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5286 22/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Enquiry from individual to COP team regarding an update on the NOPSEMA approval status for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 

5295 26/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team in response to enquiry sent from the individual on 22/04/2024 about the status of EP assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5347 8/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who reached out to ConocoPhillips regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Individual has noted: 
• ConocoPhillips and its partner 3D Energi have access to newly reprocessed seismic information 
• Organisation concerned regarding lack of disclosure surrounding drilling sites 
• Ambiguity creates issues in determining potential impacts on sensitive receptors with the EMBA 
• ConocoPhillips has not comprehensibly responded to organisations concerns including cumulative impacts 
Requests made by organisation: 
• Further information on assessed and matured drilling locations 
• Information on potential shifts in operational areas 
• Clarify any marine park, pygmy blue whale BIA and southern right whale calving ground changes in threat level due to drilling location specifics. 
• Clarify how historical data was used to decide drilling locations 
• Clarify how the Sequoia 3D MSS was necessary due to the historical surveys that came before it 
Individual noted that the relevant organisation does not consider consultation to be complete due to insufficient information. 
• Provided link to recent news article published by Energy Today titled 'Otway Basin goes three dimensional' on the 27 April 2024. 
• Provided link to recent news article published by Energy Today titled ‘Direct hydrocarbon discovered at Monarch’ on the 12 February 2024. 
• Provided link to recent article published by 3D Energi titled ‘3D seismic yields image quality upgrade over key prospects’ on the 31 January 2024. 
• Provided link to Dorrigo 3D MSS Environment Plan. 
• Provided link to Sequoia MSS Environment Plan. 

5349 10/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their enquiry received in the previous correspondence on 8/05/2024. Team noted that their enquiry was forwarded 
to the project team and a response will be provided as soon as possible. 

5350 16/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their original correspondence requesting information surrounding newly reprocessed 3D seismic data on the 
08/05/2024. Team member commented: 
• COP is currently assessing and maturing prospects to a higher degree with the reprocessed data. 
• Sequoia 3D MSS provided a unique dataset whilst the Dorrigo 3D MSS was accepted though never conducted. 

5351 4/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting an update on when COP plans to resubmit EP to regulator. 
5411 6/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their previous enquiry. Team noted: 

- COP is currently reviewing the EP 
- Working towards sharing further updates in the near future 
- COP will continue to communicate as information becomes available 

5430 24/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual, requesting further information on the following. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
.   Has CoP determined where drilling locations will be? 
.   Will the project's operational area shift as a result?  
.   Will the marine park, pygmy blue whale BIA, and  
southern right whale calving grounds be changing in their threat level from having one or more of  
the six drill locations within them? 

5468 28/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up on previous response (June 6, 2024). 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.     Team member noted that COPA previous response was provided on 6 June 2024 and the advice provided at that time, and subsequent to the advice provided on 16 
May 2024, remained unchanged. 
.     Explained that the company is working towards sharing updates on the ongoing review of the EP with stakeholders in the very near future and appreciate the 
organisation's patience. 
.   Assured the individual that COPA will provide updates of any changes or new information as soon as it becomes available. 

5473 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation and public comment.  
 
Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through consultation, and the 
maturation of subsurface data.   
 
Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
 
Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have been updated.  
 
Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
 
Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
 
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
 
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5486 5/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual thanking COP for notice of clarification and amendments to the current EP. Individual sought confirmation of resubmission timeline and 
access to the resubmitted EP and supporting documents showing track changes. 

5487 5/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to incoming email dated 5 July 2024. Team member thanked individual for enqury about EP resubmission timeline and also 
stated: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is currently working towards   
  resubmission of the EP within the  
   mandatory 60 days. 
- ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with  
  relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide  
  updates of any changes or new information as it becomes  
  available. 

5489 5/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting clarification on the exact commencement of the 60 day resubmission commencement. 
5492 9/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual again requesting clarification on the exact commencement of the 60 day resubmission commencement. 
5493 16/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual advising that the Otway Exploration Drilling EP has been modified and resubmitted for NOPSEMA's assessment. 
5494 16/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of an organisation requesting specific dates regarding the resubmission of an EP to NOPSEMA. Individual requested: 

 
- Clear response as to what date the EP was resubmitted to NOPSEMA 

5495 16/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual noting the EP resubmission date and time. 
5496 16/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking the team for providing previous correspondence regarding EP resubmission information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5497 16/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual replying to individuals thanks. Team member noted it was their pleasure in reference to supplying EP resubmission information. 
5524 6/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming team have received their query. Team noted that the email has been forwarded to the project team and a response will be 

provided shortly. 
5523 6/08/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of organisation regarding the ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling program and the southern right whale (SRW) 

recovery plan. The individual: 
 
- Expressed concern that the last EP provided for public viewing had only light mention of the SRW draft recovery plan. 
- Requested that the EP be revised and updated to reference the full and final recovery plan. 
- Asked for information on steps being taken to update the EP and what public consultation processes will be put in place. 

5525 7/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response previous enquiry. Information provided included: 
 
- The DRAFT Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan was considered in the preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) before submission to NOPSEMA. 
- COP expect NOPSEMA may seek additional information due to the NEW Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan taking effect after the submission of the EP. 
- COP will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide updates of any changes or new information, as it becomes available. 
 
A link was provided to NOPSEMA’s website for further information. 

5528 15/08/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual seeking information about: 
- Expected timelines for assessment of drilling proposals for permits VIC/P79 and T/49P. 
- Specific changes in the EP relating to the southern right whale (SRW) recovery plan. 
- How relevant persons will be notified of these changes. 
- Implications for expected timelines for the EP before NOPSEMA. 

5529 15/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to enquiry about the assessment timeline for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The organisation provided 
information including: 
 
- The draft Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan was considered in the preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) before submission to NOPSEMA. 
- Expectation that NOPSEMA may seek additional information due to the new Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan taking effect after the EP submission. 
- Commitment to continue communication with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide updates of any changes or new information. 
 
The organisation also provided a link to NOPSEMA's guidance on the matter. 

5545 23/08/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual. 
 
The cover letter referred to an attached letter that raised concerns and requests re the environment plan and consideration of the National Recovery Plan for the Southern 
Right Whale. 
 
Details are outlined in the attached document. 
 
Key Points 
*  The need for the EP to take account of an updated plan for recovery of the Southern Right Whale. 
* The unique place of AMCS to provide advice on this matter. 
* Concern about behavioral disturbance. 
* A statement about the need for the EP to be revised. 
* Request for further information. 

5540 29/08/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL from individual seeking information on: 
* Status of EP 
* When submitted to NOPSEMA 
* Reasons given for it being sent back. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5541 3/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
Matters discussed included: 
* Status of EP and NOPSEMA feedback 
* Previous letter under consideration. 

6237 24/10/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual noting that NOPSEMA now notes the OEDP is now under assessment. Individual expressed disappointment with not being updated as 
to the recent resubmission. Pointing to this being another failure of consultation. Individual further requested: 
- Previously requested information (Event ID 5545). 
- When the EP was resubmitted to NOPSEMA. 
- The timeline for an expected decision from the regulator. 

6238 25/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to recently received communication. COPA team provided information on the following points: 
- The Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan (EP) submission dates to NOPSEMA. 
- The ongoing regulatory assessment process and communication of updates. 
- The most recent Project Update in June 2024 which provides details of revised activity limitations and refined operational areas. 
- The guidance of NOPSEMA’s process, requests and timeline by the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023. 
- The ongoing communication with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provision of updates. 

6243 31/10/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent by individual seeking clarification on the following points: 
- The date the EP for the ConocoPhillips test drilling proposal was resubmitted to NOPSEMA. 
- The expected timeframe for a decision from the regulator on the latest version of the EP. 
- The relationship between the CGG seismic MSS proposal and the ConocoPhillips test drilling plans for this lease. 
- What financial or other commitments ConocoPhillips has made to the CGG proposal in the Otway Basin. 

6267 13/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing clarification on: 
 
- NOPSEMA’s process, requests and timeline pertaining to the assessment process. 
- Drilling locations within the VIC/P79-North area. 
- The process for selecting final survey and drilling locations. 
- ConocoPhillips Australia’s financial arrangements with third parties. 
- Advised that any enquiries regarding CGGs activity or arrangements should be sent to CGG directly. 

6291 21/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT TO NOPSEMA WHERE CONOCOPHILLIPS AUSTRALIA WAS CC'd: Email attached a letter regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan submission with requests to NOPSEMA including assertions and concerns regarding OEDP consultation. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Cardinia Shire Council – ORG ID 112 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Cardinia Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Cardinia Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Cardinia Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Cardinia Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. Cardinia Shire Council is a Local Council within planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided Cardinia Shire Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Cardinia Shire Council did not engage and did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Cardinia Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 124; 566; 951; 2732; 4143), telephone call (Event ID 2730) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication 
methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 124) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Cardinia Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 124). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 124). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1414, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Cardinia Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Cardinia Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Cardinia Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Cardinia Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

124 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

566 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

951 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm. 
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2730 3/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 3/08/23. 
• COP team member spoke with individual’s receptionist who informed COP team member that there was no one available to discuss the information 
and that the emails being sent were redirected as not relevant.  
• COP team member let receptionist know that COP would send an email communication with information regarding the program and the option to 
opt-out if still considered not to be relevant.  

2732 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a telephone call on same day.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Mentioned COP team have been sending information documents and updates throughout the year to their organisation but didn’t receive a response 
yet. 
• Attached original letter sent on 27 February 2023 to an organisation member. Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an 
Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst 
explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Mentioned the consultation period have been extended to 3 September 2023. 
• Invited individual to contact COP team for further consultation or information or to opt-out of consultation as a relevant person. 
 
Attached: 
• Original letter sent in February to an organisation member. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028) 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

4143 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan update.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Mentioned draft EP Chapters release for consultation on project consultation hub. 
• Provided project consultation hub hyperlink. 
• Encouraged to provide feedback before 30 September 2023. 
• Attached Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Moyne Shire Council– ORG ID 113 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Moyne Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Moyne Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Moyne Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Moyne Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. Moyne Shire Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Moyne Shire Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Moyne Shire Council engaged with ConocoPhillips 
Australia and provided information material to the preparation of the Environment Plan, including information regarding community information sessions and relevant person information.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Moyne Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 798; 90; 1591; 643; 886; 1808; 2442; 1021; 4176; 1027; 4146; 1240; 
2463; 1351; 1365; 1367; 4497; 140; 4590; 4505; 4187; 1704; 4501; 2335; 2784), telephone call (Event ID(s) 1526; 1527; 1538; 2789), community sessions (Event ID(s) 1091; 1633), Organisation presentation (Event ID 
2451) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1158; 1205; 1414; 1637; 1650; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Moyne Shire Council representative advised that 
they would like to continue to receive project update information but did not seek consultation (Event ID 1538). Moyne Shire Council later provided a preferred contact email address to receive project 
communications (Event ID 89) and the identified representative confirmed that they were the appropriate individual to contact at Moyne Shire Council (Event ID 4106). A further organisation member requested to 
receive updates via Social Pinpoint registration (Event ID 1071) and enquired about community information sessions in the area. ConocoPhillips Australia hosted community information sessions attended by 
Moyne Shire Council (Event ID 1091; 1633). Moyne Shire Council invited ConocoPhillips Australia to an Organisation briefing to discuss to proposed drilling program which was attended (Event ID 2451). 
ConocoPhillips Australia contacted Moyne Shire Council following the briefing to emphasise their opportunity to lodge objections and claims and sought clarification on sufficient information to which Moyne 
Shire Council confirmed they did not need further information (Event ID 2789). Moyne Shire Council has continued to receive project update campaign emails regarding the proposed drilling program and has not 
engaged further with ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID’s 798; 90). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Moyne Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 798; 90). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID’s 798; 90). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 



 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Moyne Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Moyne Shire Council between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 91 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Moyne Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Moyne Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1500 89 Advised of new primary contact for Moyne Shire 
Council as a relevant organisation. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia updated contact details for the relevant organisation so that consultation is 
conducted with the advised individual. 

1501 2472 Relevant person suggested that holding an info session 
during the Warrnambool May Racing Carnival may 
impact attendance. They proposed rescheduling the 
session to the following week, which might also make 
venue availability easier. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia committed to hosting the community session in Port Fairy on the 02/05/2023 
(Event ID: 1180) even though Warrnambool May Racing Carnival was occuring due to already having secured the 
venue. COPA committed to a future community session to also be hosted for those unable to attend and would 
likely include even more detail as the environmental planning progressed which occurred on the 30/05/2023 
(Event ID: 1633). 

1502 2465 Relevant person suggested that the appropriate 
executive from ConocoPhillips should make formal 
contact with the CEOs of Eastern Maar and 
Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia directed contact with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation (ORG ID: 16) to their 
CEO following this information on the 24/05/2023 (Event ID 1331). Contact with Gunditjmara Aboriginal 
Coopoerative Ltd (ORG ID: 579) occurred on the 21/09/2023 (Event ID: 3766) with an in-person door knock where 
COPA confirmed that Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation are the representatives as registered title holders and 
that they would like to receive project information as an interested part but not as a relevant person. 

 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

798 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1526 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual who was unable to take the call at that time. The Team member committed to call later. 
1527 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual on 20/2/23. There was no answer so team member left a message. 
1538 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. Individual was 'fine' with the project and would like to be kept up to date 

but did not want consultation at this point in the project. 
62 21/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: To team member. Missed call. Message left with number of the caller. 
89 23/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual on who advised he hadn't received the information pack and was unsure why he had been contacted. He referred 

team to another person. Team member confirmed details, which were correct and agreed to resend. 
90 23/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1591 23/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Resent directly to individual on 23/02/23 as it had been copied previously. 
Email noted that ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an Environment Plan to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
Commonwealth waters in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached two information documents (COP Project Overview and COP Consultation FEB 23) and 
a personalized letter with more information. 

643 14/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Team requested:  
• An in-person meeting to discuss the Otway Exploration Drilling Program as team will be in the area in the coming weeks.  

4106 12/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to initial correspondence sent on 23/02/23. Individual identified themselves as the appropriate 
person to contact for the organisation.  
 
Individual requested: 
• Information regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and indicated they may not be able to attend the planned community sessions 
planned for 19 April at Peterborough and Port Campbell. 

886 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous email received on 12/04/23 regarding community information session attendance and 
confirmation of further consultation details. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member thanked individual for feedback on community information session and acknowledged suggestions regarding consultation, noting 
local fatigue and confusion; possibility of using organisation to assist social media campaigns; and to have composite map and joint briefings.  
• Team affirmed that those suggestions would be considered.  

4209 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email sent on 13/04/23. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual advised there may be a possibility of a joint presentation at the same meeting on 30/05/23. 
• Confirmed they would send a calendar placeholder and would follow up. 

4207 14/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to follow up email sent on 14/04/023. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual stated that their organization could not help to promote the community sessions.  
• Suggested contacting the community Facebook page to see if they would post the information. 

1071 18/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Comment 

SOCIAL PINPOINT: Query from individual asking to be kept updated and enquiring as to why a briefing had not been held yet in his area. 

1808 18/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual related to query on Social Pinpoint. Individual requested to know why there were no community consultation 
sessions planned for Port Fairy, which was closest to the proposed drilling area.  

1091 19/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Peterborough: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2440 19/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who had been asked to enquire as to why the local area had not yet been included for a community session 
given its location adjacent to the northern boundary of the VIC/P79 title. Noted that the question had also been lodged by someone else. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2442 19/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous correspondence received on 19/04/23 regarding query on location of information 
sessions. Team confirmed that there would be community information sessions held in Port Fairy.  

2444 19/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous correspondence. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual noted that they had met COP team at a community session held on 19/04/23. 
• Confirmed the teams’ comments that an extra session would be useful and offered to assist with venue suggestions once dates are confirmed.  

4203 20/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding a change in date of proposed meeting to 29/08/23 due to unforeseen circumstances. 
1021 25/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding information about location of community information session. Team asked to chat about proposed 

program of community meetings, seeking assistance and local advice about appropriate dates and venues for early May 2023. 
2472 26/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous correspondence sent on 25/04/23 regarding venue recommendations. 

 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual suggested to delay proposed community session until the following week to avoid a clash with a popular local event.  
• Noted that the change of date may free up potential venues. 
• Noted they were available to chat by phone if necessary. 

2452 26/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who requested to confirm team members contact details. 
4176 26/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to thank them for their assistance in sharing a copy of print advertisement for Port Fairy community 

information session to the Council's Communication Team, to request if it would be appropriate to promote the event via their communication 
channels. 

1027 26/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous email received on 26/04/23 regarding location of information session. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individual for venue recommendations. 
• Confirmed that the information session would proceed as planned as the first of a series.  
 
Attached: 
• Copy of print and radio advertisement and advertising schedule for further information.  

4146 26/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous email received on 26/04/23 regarding contact details. Team provided their contact 
details for future reference.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

3979 17/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding invitation to their organisations briefing on Tuesday 20 June 2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual invited COP representatives to attend a briefing session to provide information to appropriate members of the organisation. 
• Individual looked to confirm attendance and preferred time slot. 
• Noted they would call later in the week to discuss the program.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

2469 19/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding 20-minute presentation. Individual asked if they should contact other team members directly. Also 
asked if COP had already sent out invitation internally for the upcoming joint company briefing on 20/06/23.  

1240 21/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous email received on 19/05/23 regarding invitation and attendees for upcoming 20-
minute presentation. Team confirmed they would share invitation internally and also confirm attendees in the next week. 

2465 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding presentation/meeting on 20/6/23. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual noted that they had discussed format of presentation and will keep team informed. 
• Also responded to enquiry about First Nations peoples and suggested appropriate approach through formal contact with respective individuals 
and provided details.  

2463 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous email sent on 23/05/23 regarding presentation on 20/06/23. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individual for the update. 
• Requested an equal timeslot with other presenters. 
• Requested clarification on nominating attendees and their appropriate level of seniority. 

1351 25/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding file note that was created following telephone conversation on 10/05/23.  
 
Attached: 
• File note from telephone conversation on 10/5/23 about community information session on 2/5/23, seeking confirmation that record is correct. 
 
File note recorded the meeting discussion of regulatory decision-making process and audience concern about climate change and 'pioneering' fossil 
fuel exploration. Audience member had noted his disagreement with the project but thanked team for informative session - the audience clapped. 
Another noted that there was a lot going on in the area. 

3960 25/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from individual acknowledging that recorded notes from a telephone conversation on 10/5/23 following community 
session on 2/5/23, as sent in previous correspondence, are accurate. 

2460 30/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual confirming presentation timeslot for joint briefing program on exploration projects - 20/6/23. 
1365 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming presentation timeslot for 20/6/23 as discussed via telephone conversation. Confirmed that the 

presentation will address Otway Exploration Drilling Program, not seismic surveys by other companies. 
2457 30/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual confirming timeslot for presentation on 20/6/23. Noted that the other company was not scheduled to present 

and suggested that the projects be differentiated in the presentation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1367 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acknowledging suggestion to separate the project from proposals by others in presentation on 20/6/23 and 
confirmed the advice will be followed.  

1633 30/05/2023 Community Session Port Fairy Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

4497 30/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding upcoming community information sessions in May 2023. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team advised dates of upcoming community information sessions in the area and the planned community promotion. 
• Queried venue recommendations for lunch time session.  

2462 2/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding the presentation on 20/06/23. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual advised that they had the other organisation as an optional attendee on the original invitation sent to COP, and they have accepted. 
• Asked team to advise of any changes regarding potential joint presentation so that they can adjust presentation slides if necessary.  
• Stated that team must provide a copy of PowerPoint slides no later than COB on Tuesday 13 June.  

1440 2/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with clarification on details of presenters at upcoming presentation on 20/06/23. 
4590 2/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with clarification on details of presenters at upcoming presentation on 20/06/23. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4505 13/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding files for presentation on 20/06/23. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team advised that they had resent files to individual as they had issues sending in previous email. 
• Asked individual to advise when they receive files. 
 
Attached: 
• Presentation PowerPoint.  

4514 13/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to advise that they could not access the file provided in preparation for presentation held on 20/6/23 and 
requested a new link to access file. 

4187 14/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to confirm presenters for virtual presentation on 20/06/23. Asked team to forward meeting invites to both 
presenters. Also confirmed team timeslot via zoom meeting as per previous correspondence.  

3949 14/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing log-in details for virtual meeting to brief organization on 20/6/23. 
4188 14/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing log-in details for virtual meeting planned for 20/6/23. 
1704 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding upcoming information session on 19/06/23. 

 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team advised COP will host a second community information session at Peterborough on Monday 19/06/23 from 12-2pm. 
• Stated COP had invited residents and all relevant persons to attend the session to learn more about the environmental impacts and risk assessment, 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

and control measures that were identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• Noted the session will be interactive so attendees will be encouraged to ask questions and provide feedback.  
• Noted they have advertised on local radio, distributed flyers, and sent flyers via email to local individuals who have registered to receive project 
updates. 
• Advised individual to contact team if they had any questions.  
 
Attached: 
• Print advertisement. 

2451 20/06/2023 Presentation PRESENTATION: To senior members of organization providing context re ConocoPhillips Australia and offshore drilling experience. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process to date. 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including maximum cases being assessed as part  
of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area as part of a virtual workshop about gas exploration in the Otway Basin. 
Provided context for ConocoPhillips Australia and offshore drilling experience. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process to date. 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including maximum cases being assessed as part  
of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area  
Questions were cut short as group was running late from morning sessions. Team offered follow-up.  
Key issues raised included social licence and possible impact to marine life versus the need for gas for other local industries. 

4495 20/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding virtual presentation held on 20/06/23. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual thanked team members for presenting today.  
• Apologised for running late, due to morning session running over time. 
• Noted they would reach out to team if they had further questions regarding presentation.  

4501 20/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous email sent on 20/06/23 following the virtual presentation.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individual for their token of appreciation shared in previous email. 
• Advised they are willing to provide a full briefing or receive additional questions.  

2335 10/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as a follow up offer of additional briefing. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team advised individual that they had tried to call but unable to get through. 
• Stated they were following up on recent briefing on online workshop on 20/06/23. 
• Queried if the organisations would like an additional brief by the project team, before the release of the EP chapters in mid-July. 
• Team affirmed that they are keen to ensure the organisations member have received sufficient information, and lodge objections and claims, or 
raise concerns about potential impact on their functions, interests, and activities. 

4195 10/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Automatic reply to outgoing email (10/7/23) from individual's email noting they were currently on leave and provided a return-to 
office date. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2789 8/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To Individual to check if organization had further questions or needed more information. Discussion confirmed in 
follow up email. 
Team member: 
. Asked if there were further questions 
. Emphasized opportunity to lodge objections and claims, and whether information had been sufficient. 
Individual confirmed there were no further questions but that they would follow up if needed and thanked team member for 'keeping the channels 
open. 

2784 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding contents of phone call on 08/08/23 following a previous email sent on 10/07/23 about follow up 
offer of additional briefing for the organisation. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individual for taking the call and added a summary of contents of the phone call. 
• Requested they confirm the summary represents an accurate record of telephone conversation and amend the notes if required. 
• Shared teams’ appreciation of the continued open channels of communication between individual and COP team. 
• Noted that they look forward to continuing to work with individual and their organisation regarding the EP. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
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.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
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- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



City of Mount Gambier – ORG ID 114 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 City of Mount Gambier was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 City of Mount Gambier was identified via Desktop Research. 
 City of Mount Gambier is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): City of Mount Gambier is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. City of Mount Gambier is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided City of Mount Gambier with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. City of Mount Gambier engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on City of Mount Gambier’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 143; 144; 2748; 5083; 5144), telephone call (Event ID 2749) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879). City of Mount Gambier communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia in August 2023 that they had 
no objection to the information presented and would not be making any informed submission but advised they wanted to continue to receive updated project information as a relevant person (Event ID 3008). 
City of Mount Gambier decided to opt out of project update correspondence in March 2024 (Event ID 5143).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 143) 
 
Public comment period 
City of Mount Gambier were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 
4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional 
email (Event ID 4879) informed City of Mount Gambier that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 public comment submissions from City of Mount Gambier, with 40 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ 
table below (Event ID 4924, 4957). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed City of Mount Gambier following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 
through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5083). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to City of Mount Gambier to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 143). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 143). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
City of Mount Gambier received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to City of Mount Gambier between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed City of Mount Gambier to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, City of Mount Gambier raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 



N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

480 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am deeply concerned about ConocoPhillips plans to 
drill up to six new gas wells in the oceans along 
Victoria’s iconic Great Ocean Road and along the 
coast of King Island, north of Lutruwita / Tasmania. It is 
particularly disturbing that the Zeehan Marine Park, 
recognised for its ecological significance, has not been 
excluded from the area where drilling might occur. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the economic significance and value recreation and tourism plays in coastal communities 
within the Environmental Planning Area and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure potential impacts have been 
assessed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the operational areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 
(Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities described through-out 
EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the operational areas, overlap of 
the proposed activities with tourism and recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and visual amenity, and the extent to which coastal 
recreation and tourism is likely to be affected by the visibility of the activity, is short-term, fully, with no long-term impacts to 
visual amenity or aesthetic values. Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in the 
Otway Basin and has most recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder. Consequently, economic impacts to 
coastal communities are not predicted. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that 
do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. 
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 
7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to 
the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be 
managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, 
and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the 
abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

481 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 

I am also concerned that ConocoPhillips hasn’t 
identified specific drilling sites, and I believe potential 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
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4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

environmental impacts cannot be properly assessed 
without this information. 

completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and an analysis of the 
efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 
designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a 
thorough description of the environment within the operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP 
Chapter 4. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 
T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken 
that assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts 
and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to 
reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced 
number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, 
light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes 
that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant 
overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative 
approach, with mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting 
with particular species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations." 

482 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Australia’s wild southern oceans have enormous 
environmental and cultural significance that would be 
put at risk by new gas drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cultural significance of the southern ocean as a sensitive receptor (the Commonwealth 
marine environment) to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were 
adequately identified and assessed. 
The environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program on environmental 
values and sensitivities, including social, economic and cultural values, are addressed throughout the EP, for example in EP 
Section 6.3.4 (Identifying Sensitive Receptors).  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the collaborative development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
(CM05). This program will provide an opportunity for First Nations persons with Sea Country values and sensitivities within or 
adjacent to the operational areas to co-design and co-implement measures that  protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

483 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

These oceans are home to diverse and vulnerable 
marine life including the blue whale, southern right 
whale and pygmy blue whale which are very likely to 
be disturbed by drilling activity and the movement of 
vessels in the region.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the increased movements of vessels within the marine environment as 
a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
that these risks have been adequately considered.  
 
Marine mammal species with known Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or species that exhibit biologically important 
behaviours within the operational area include the southern right whale (migration BIA), pygmy blue whale (foraging BIA), sei 
whale (foraging or feeding behaviour), fin whale (foraging or feeding behaviour) and the pygmy right whale (foraging or 
feeding behaviour). As described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) individuals distracted by behavioural activities 
such as feeding, mating or nursing may be more vulnerable to vessel collision (Laist et al. 2001). However, a study by McKenna 
et al. (2015) showed that blue whales demonstrated limited behavioural response when being approached by ships. While 
some animals responded by undertaking shallow dives at a slow descent, none showed signs of horizontal movement away 
from the approaching ship. Due to the short duration of exploration activities, slow vessel speeds within operational areas, and 
vessel/whale separation distances (500 m) it is considered unlikely that vessel strikes will impact the ability of species to 
conduct important behaviours within the operational area.  
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As stated in EP Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive), certain activities within the scope of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation of continuous underwater sound emissions including drilling activities and 
the operation of vessels and the MODU. 
• Vessels are essential for offshore industry as they undertake several critical activities. Underwater sound emissions are 
generated from propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and operation of machinery and 
equipment.  
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration operations. Underwater sound emissions are generated 
onboard from equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, generators and machinery), thrusters and a smaller portion are transmitted 
through drilling activities (i.e., vibration of the drill during drilling) associated with the MODU. Drilling will occur for a maximum 
of 90 days per drilling location (maximum of 6). 
Dynamic positioning (DP) is a technology that enables a vessel to maintain its position automatically without a need for 
anchoring therefore minimising impacts to the seabed. The technology uses a combination of thrusters and sensors to control 
the vessels position. As described in EP Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound Modelling), operational scenarios were identified 
where the use of DP was required, and included: 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHST conducting resupply using DP, and 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHTS conducting resupply using DP, and a AHTS transiting at low speed 
within the standby area, 2 km from the MODU. 
Modelling was conducted of these scenarios to understand the combined noise levels generated during these activities (EP 
Appendix G), inclusive of DP. Each scenario was modelled at different locations across the operational areas and worst-case 
maximum distances were calculated (see Tables 6-25 and 6-26) and were used to determine the worst-case consequence 
evaluation in the continuous underwater sound emission impact assessment in Section 6.6.7.   
Measures to mitigate impacts from underwater sound emissions and to reduce the risk of vessel interactions with marine fauna 
have been assessed in relevant sections of the EP as discussed above. ConocoPhillips Australia has further developed a Fauna 
Management Plan in consultation with technical specialists. All activities relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will 
comply with these standards and measures and prevent or reduce the impact/risk to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in 
accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
The Fauna Management Plan outlines specific measures to minimise interactions and anthropogenic noise threats with relevant 
species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys 
for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in 
accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood 
of accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), Aerial Surveys and Acoustic Detection. A designated detection area 
will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed 
surveys, VSP, when a vessel is on DP, etc).  
 
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed such as the Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix 
N), no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

484 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 

I’m also concerned about potential impacts on the 
critically endangered orange-bellied parrot. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts on the orange-bellied parrot to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to this species were adequately assessed. 
 
EP Section 4.6.7.5 (Other Marine Listed Species) provides a detailed description of the orange-bellied parrot and captures the 
progress made by the population over the past few years. The PMST Report (Appendix B) identifies the likely presence of the 
species during migration within the operational areas, and light and flaring EMBAs, which are displayed in Table 4-9. The PMST 
utilises a broad search grid of up to 32 x 32 km in offshore areas. Therefore, during the assessment for the orange-bellied 
parrot additional data on its habitat range and migration routes was sourced. This showed both habitat presence and 
migration routes to be outside of the operational areas (Section 4.6.7.5) but overlapped by both the operational light and 
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5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

flaring EMBAs (Section and 6.4.5.1). The orange-bellied parrot does not have assigned Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). 
The orange-bellied parrot completes bi-annual migrations across the Bass Strait between breeding grounds in south-western 
Tasmania and overwintering grounds along the coastline of south-eastern Australia. As detailed in the National Recovery Plan 
for the Orange-bellied Parrot (DELWP 2016) and assessed in Chapter 6.4 (Light Emissions) of the EP, the behaviour of this 
species may be modified by the presence of barriers such as illuminated structures and boats, with the impacts of barriers 
greatest where they occur on migration routes. The operational areas do not overlap with habitat range or migration routes (as 
detailed in Section 4.6.7.5). Therefore, the MODU and support vessels will not present a barrier to the orange-bellied parrot 
and will not present a risk as per activities in its path. 
Full details on the assessment of impacts from operational lighting and flaring are detailed in Section 6.4.5.1) In summary: 
• The operational areas do not overlap the migration route of the orange-bellied parrot. 
• No presence of barriers such illuminated structure and boats will occur within migration routes as a result of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
• A change to ambient light from operational and flaring activities within the migration route will be temporary, of short 
duration (120 hours per well).  
• Changes in ambient light in the non-breeding range associated with short-term flaring at the closest possible distance of 19 
km are negligible. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes it has shown sufficient justification that there will be Minor (2) residual consequences 
associated with light emissions to seabirds, including the orange-bellied parrot. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

485 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 4973, 
5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Drilling in the oceans carries with it a risk of a spill 
event polluting the ocean and the surrounding 
coastline. Hydrocarbon pollution would be disastrous 
for the sensitive Wilderness World Heritage coastline 
of Lutruwita / Tasmania and the King Island 
environment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this area. 
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped 
by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The spill 
modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of Tasmania may be 
contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold 
which, based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the 
moderate threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged from 15 days 
up to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the 
majority (approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to 
evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical 
weather conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the 
condensate will evaporate, with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk 
of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP 
to reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in collaboration with 
environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry 
practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to ALARP 
(as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 
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486 5134, 4931, 
5116, 5094, 
4946, 5104, 
4924, 4932, 
4925, 5099, 
5091, 4923, 
4973, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5109, 5096, 
4930, 4917 

A spill on Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, would be 
devastating for local marine and coastal ecosystems, 
as well as Victoria’s tourism industry and reputation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to Victoria's marine and coastal ecosystems and tourism 
from a spills during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of these risks. 
 
The potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-economic activities which use these environments 
(such as tourism and recreational activities) have been taken into consideration in the risk assessment process. As stated within 
Section 7.7.6, the risk rating of a loss of well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users’, ‘other coastal habitats 
and communities 'has been rated as Medium. A risk rating of ‘Medium’ indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has 
acknowledged the potential sensitivities of these receptors and specific control measures need to be developed to lower the 
likelihood of the risk and potential consequences. 
The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the EP identify the measures ConocoPhillips Australia will implement to 
ensure the risk of a spill are reduced, and the potential consequences in the event of a spill are also mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. In the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, ConocoPhillips is required to hold financial assurance 
and accountability for credible costs, expenses, and third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to 
their activities. As stated within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that 
this financial assurance includes costs for operational response to contamination, clean-up and remediation of the 
environment, including environmental monitoring of the potential impacts. This control measure has been developed in 
accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ and international compensation protocols 
such as the International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and strategies that will be 
implemented in the unlikely event of a spill. AMOSC was also commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of 
the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline Protection and Clean-up Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which 
identifies the specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure any 
impacts are lowered.  These documents all contribute to the precautionary measures that ConocoPhillips is undertaking to 
ensure the risk of a spill event during the activity are mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within Section 7.7.6 of the EP. These measures 
have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists and align with standard industry 
practices. This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to 
as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

487 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 4923, 
5091, 4932, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The range of ecosystems and species that could be 
impacted by a spill is large. It includes marine and 
coastal plants, marine fish and reptiles, aquatic birds 
and shore birds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to ecosystems and wildlife associated with a spill to be 
of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate 
assessment of risks.  
 
Impacts and risks to the ecological environment from hydrocarbon spills have been thoroughly assessed in EP Sections 7.6 
(marine diesel oil (MDO) Release) and 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)). The species which were identified within Section 4.6 
that may be present within the environment that may be affected (EMBA), such as benthic and intertidal assemblages, 
plankton, marine invertebrates, fish, birds, marine mammals, and marine reptiles have been included in assessment of 
consequences of a spill.  
The control measures in EP Sections 7.6.5 (MDO Release) and 7.7.5 (LOWC) identify the measures ConocoPhillips will 
implement to mitigate risks, including potential consequences to marine ecosystems and wildlife, to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
These control measures align with standard industry practice and are considered appropriate to the nature and scale of the 
project. In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed 
so that potential risks are mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with 
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environmental regulatory requirements. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

488 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 4930, 
4917 

I don’t consider it acceptable or sufficient that 
ConocoPhillips’ proposal could result in a more than 
100 day spill, in the event of a spill that requires a relief 
well rig to be sourced from Asia. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the duration of a spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is 
appropriate.  
 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted loss of well control (LOWC) event 
without any spill response intervention. This release over 90 days is considered conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC is 
considered the worst-case not necessarily the most credible. As such the volume released, and duration of the response is 
likely to be less. 
As stated, within EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible options of Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) 
locations considered: Victoria, Northwest Shelf and Singapore. Based off these three scenarios, ConocoPhillips Australia 
estimated the timeframes to complete a relief well kill with 90 days considered a conservative medium timeframe. In the 
extremely unlikely event of a worst-case spill scenario, it is likely that a relief well could be drilled in less than 90 days. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) as specified within Section 5 
within the OPEP. As an Australian based company, AMOSC would be the first spill response company to be activated in the 
event of a spill.  
AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically placed around Australia. The closest 
office and location of personal and response equipment is located within Geelong, Victoria, Australia. The membership 
includes assurance of 24/7 response and capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC has ensured that equipment and personnel 
from Geelong can be mobilised within specified timeframes. The AMOSC membership also ensures access to national 
equipment stockpiles maintained by the Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other 
AMOSC member companies under the Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the ‘AMOSPlan’.  
These agreements are in addition to the local resources in Victoria and Tasmania and strategically positioned on King Island 
(which will be available in the event that drilling activities are scheduled to occur within the operational areas immediately 
adjacent to King Island). ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this capacity to be sufficient in relation to the risk of a spill 
event within the Otway Basin. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

489 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

ConocoPhillips could arrange to have a stand by rig in 
Victorian waters that could significantly reduce the 
duration of a spill in the event of a blow out—
particularly given that ConocoPhillips has determined 
that a capping stack to stop the spill is too expensive 
and ineffective for it to provision for. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable 
control measures have been included.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a capping stack feasibility 
assessment to evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The assessment concluded that due to 
the technical complexity of deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh metocean 
conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a 
capping stack was considered very low and presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the 
environmental conditions and potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified that deployment of a 
capping stack in rough seas could worsen the spill event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the 
wellhead during deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of technical feasibility 
and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with 
implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, 
time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP Table 7-39 has been updated to better reflect the ALARP 
assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on 
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standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The 
additional associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this 
context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in 
benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a 
secondary rig would increase impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would 
displace fishers and emit underwater sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have 
operational discharges, and require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary 
rig in the region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a 
result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and 
in accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and 
risks are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification for not deploying a capping stack, 
being made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost." 

490 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The sensitive environments that could be affected by a 
spill warrant, at the very least, that ConocoPhillips 
takes all available measures (like a locally available rig 
and immediately locally deployable spill containment 
and clean up provisions) to reduce the duration of a 
potential spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable 
control measures have been included. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a capping stack feasibility 
assessment to evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The assessment concluded that due to 
the technical complexity of deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh metocean 
conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a 
capping stack was considered very low and presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the 
environmental conditions and potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified that deployment of a 
capping stack in rough seas could worsen the spill event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the 
wellhead during deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of technical feasibility 
and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with 
implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, 
time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP Table 7-39 has been updated to better reflect the ALARP 
assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on 
standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The 
additional associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this 
context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in 
benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a 
secondary rig would increase impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would 
displace fishers and emit underwater sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have 
operational discharges, and require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary 
rig in the region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a 
result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and 
in accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and 
risks are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
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ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification for not deploying a capping stack, 
being made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost." 

491 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I would also like to express my concern that the 
current assessment process for new offshore oil and 
gas leaves consultation at the hands of industry, that 
systematically attempt to overwhelm communities 
with consultation requests, but then fail to provide 
answers to their questions or requests for information, 
or to modify their plans in response to extensive 
feedback from communities. I believe NOPSEMA and 
the Australian government need to take an active role 
in determining whether genuine social license exists 
for a project, and that the project must be rejected 
where it clearly does not. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding consultation and modification of the Environment Plan (EP) in response 
to feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the process undertaken. 
 
Division 2, Section 24 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 outlines the 
process where titleholders are required to report on consultation, including providing an assessment of merit of any objection 
or claim about the adverse impact of each activity to which the EP relates. 
Throughout the EP, where additional information was identified during consultation and resulted in a modification of EP 
content, the relevant consultation event was indicated by the Event ID and the specific feedback provided was linked to a 
unique ID number. 
Examples of this can be found in EP Section 3.8 (Appropriate Measures Adopted) and throughout Chapter 6 (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) and Chapter 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment).  Full summaries on how objections and claims received 
during the course of consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program were considered in the EP can be found in 
Appendix C2. 
Regarding claims that the offshore industry is attempting to overwhelm communities with consultation requests, consultation 
fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages of consultation (e.g. EVENT IDs: 1823, 
2522) and as a way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative engagement. As outlined in 
section 3.3 of the Environment Plan. This resulted in confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting in the 
cessation of collaborative engagement approaches in certain locations.  
Additional strategies to mitigate consultation fatigue and overwhelm were implemented by ConocoPhillips Australia, including 
in-community information sessions (including sessions with drilling and regulatory specialists, and regular updates during 
consultation), an online consultation hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment, a 
range of information sheets, an EP Summary, to make communication/ understanding easier, and to enable transparent 
communication.  These strategies are described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation period was extended on two 
occasions to account for the consultation overwhelm felt by some of relevant persons resulting in a total extension of 61 days 
(EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this comment." 

492 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Finally, I express my deep concern that the Australian 
government, through NOPSEMA, is still considering 
approving new fossil fuel projects. The climate crisis is 
having devastating impacts around the world and in 
Australia. We’ve just had our hottest year on record 
and the fire season for this year has started alarmingly 
early and is terrifying. The International Energy Agency 
and the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change have made it absolutely clear that our 
world cannot afford any new fossil fuel projects. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established 
under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have 
long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities 
will be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in 
section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and 
requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable 
gas reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further 
consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market  and a domestic 
gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential 
heating and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply 
could impact the stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and 
exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Regarding climate change impacts, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
assess the impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from 
the operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The 
total expected direct GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic 
operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and 
rates). While these emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national emissions, 
insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of hydrocarbons in a specific area. This provides 
information on the resources available to future generations and informs decision making around potential commercial 
developments. Many factors are involved in deciding to developed a gas reserve and environmental approvals are typically 
staged to support strategic development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial project with 
permanent operating infrastructure. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

493 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

It is apparent that communities impacted by proposals 
like the Otway Exploration Drilling Program do not 
support the ongoing (and overwhelming) expansion 
of offshore exploration in the oceans of the south east 
of Australia. These are important and sensitive marine 
environments and I call on the Australian Environment 
Minister to intervene to protect them and the 
communities so clearly calling for oceans and 
threatened species to take precedence over fossil fuel 
vested interests. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the importance of consultation in the preparation of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons for their offshore petroleum 
activities to proceed; however, they are required to demonstrate in their Environment Plan how the concerns, objections or 
claims raised by relevant persons were considered and demonstrate that their response to that information was appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

494 5134, 4931, 
5104, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 
4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 
4970, 4928, 
5096, 4930, 
4917 

The Australian government and NOPSEMA should 
reject this drilling proposed by ConocoPhillips to 
protect the climate, nature and people. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established 
under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have 
long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities 
will be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in 
section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and 
requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable 
gas reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further 
consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market  and a domestic 
gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential 
heating and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply 
could impact the stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and 
exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the 
development of a commercial project with permanent operating infrastructure. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

496 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposal to conduct test drilling for gas 
exploration in our oceans between Tasmania and 
Victoria will cause direct harm to ocean ecosystems, 
marine life and exacerbate climate change.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts, and their mitigation, associated with the Otway Exploration 
Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration 
Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to influence 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other than short-term, localised, and 
recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date 
technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information gathered through the consultation 
process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously defined 
acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP demonstrates that the 
environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

497 4935, 5104, 
4957, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposed 6 test drilling wells, and associated 
vertical seismic blasting at each well, are stepping 
stones to fossil gas extraction. Such plans are 
incompatible with global efforts to limit warming to 
1.5oC. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the concerns about the future potential for natural gas extraction to be 
of low merit.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program . The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf (nopsema.gov.au). This document 
explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, whereby the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 'Drilling' stage, and may not find commercially viable quantities of gas. 
Depending on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, whereby we would undertake 
detailed design work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed into development and production. Prior to 
proceeding into development and production, we are required to prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal to 
NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the environmental acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include 
a detailed greenhouse gas inventory across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of 
potential environmental impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, and further consultation 
with relevant persons and a public comment period.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

498 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP submitted to NOPSEMA by ConocoPhillips is 
lacking in sufficient detail on the locations of the 6 
proposed test drilling locations, and associated vessel 
movements in state and commonwealth waters. As a 
result this EP fails to provide adequate details of the 
risks and mitigation measures for impacts on noted 
endangered species, such as blue and southern right 
whales in the area, in a way that fulfils the ability to 
understand if risks have been mitigated to As Low As 
Reasonably Practicable (ALARP) requirements. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding undefined drilling locations and vessel movements associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 
 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with petroleum tittles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with 
all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. The precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the 
board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. Further, presenting the full 
extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest 
possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when 
compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling locations, 
without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
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Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, 
light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes 
that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant 
overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative 
approach, with mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting 
with particular species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
Regarding oil spill modelling, as described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 
(Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, 
proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for 
drilling in any location within the Operational Areas.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 
Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for which approval 
is being sought under this EP.  
As also explained in EP Section 1.4, vessels transiting to or from the operational areas are operating under the Commonwealth 
Navigation Act 2012 and are not performing a petroleum activity whilst outside the operational areas. Impacts and risks 
associated with vessels operating within the Commonwealth waters of the operational areas are assessed throughout the EP, 
for example, EP Section 6.9 (Planned Operational Discharges) and 7.4 (Interactions with Marine Fauna). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

499 4972, 5104, 
4957, 4935, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

Not having detailed information on where the gas 
drilling sites will be located, and the specific type of 
drill rig to be used, and its ability to rapidly deploy 
mitigation measures in the event of a Loss of Wellhead 
Control, should result in this EP being refused. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the drilling sites and type of rig in relation to extremely unlikely spill 
events to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an 
appropriate analysis of risk. 
 
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of 
well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be 
representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and 
continental slope. Consequently, the analysis of risk and response plans, which are based on modelled outcomes, are 
considered appropriate for all possible drilling locations within the operational areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on the response strategies to be implemented in the extremely unlikely 
event of a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the primary response plan, the Oil Spill Emergency Plan (OPEP), 
is included in EP Appendix I. 
Details on the type of drill rig proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are included in EP Chapter 2, specifically 
Table 2-5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean Equinox)). Further, ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided confirmation of the selected rig in the August 2023 Project Update, emailed to relevant persons and made publicly 
available on the consultation hub. 
Detailed information on spill response activities is provided in EP Section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

500 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on what 
measures will be taken to avoid harming marine life, 
and enforceable measures to ensure that the key 
ecological features and threatened species in these 
areas will not be harmed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the measures that will be taken to avoid harming marine life and key 
ecological features to be of high merit and has reviewed the methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and 
demonstrations provided in EP Chapters 6 and 7, to ensure information provided on control measures is clear.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control measures and 
adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising from the activity to as low 
as reasonably practicable (ALARP). The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for 
example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of 
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the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information on considerations in this 
process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP 
assessment is based on the nature and scale of the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and 
the effectiveness of controls; and is of a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other 
peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS), against which the environmental performance of the titleholder is to be measured 
during the activity, and Measurement Criteria, that will allow the titleholder and NOPSEMA to determine if the performance 
outcomes and performance standards have been met, have been developed for each control measure and are detailed in EP 
Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). Compliance with the EPS is measured on an ongoing basis and is 
enforceable. 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not simply a cost 
equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to consider the comparative 
reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP 
criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered for 
professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to provide a 
balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support the consultation 
process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as 
evidenced throughout the EP. 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption or rejection 
of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to these claims." 

501 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The information provided in this EP has broken up 
each potential risk and harm into disaggregated 
possibilities and mitigations, which fails to consider 
and detail the cumulative impacts of harms from 
sound pollution, light pollution, hydrocarbon spills and 
effects of flaring gas from these 6 proposed drill sites. 
This EP needs to be refused outright as the impacts to 
our ocean environment and marine life have not been 
adequately mapped or detailed, or adequate 
information on measures to mitigate impact. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, includes an 
evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, as successive, additive or 
synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with material impacts on the environment that have the 
potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales (NOPSEMA Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-
GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated with the activity, as part of 
the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed in conjunction with other aspects and with other 
significant activities or projects, result in material impacts that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial 
scales. These aspects have been analysed in the cumulative impact assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Regarding underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program involved the assessment 
of a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the cumulative impact of multiple continuous sound 
sources in close proximity, as described in EP Section 6.6.1.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cumulative impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and other reasonably foreseeable activities and projects within the region. 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

502 4957, 5104, 
4935, 4972, 
4945, 4977, 
4936, 5091, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 4950, 
5096 

The marine life of our south east oceans are unique 
and under increasing threat from the expansion of the 
offshore oil and gas industry, including through 
vertical seismic blasting exploration and drilling for 
fossil fuels such as proposed by ConocoPhillips in this 
plan. Evidence that seismic blasting harms marine life 
is growing. Research has shown that seismic blasting 
results in serious harm to a variety of marine life, from 
deafening whales and disrupting their feeding and 
migration, damaging the ability of southern rock 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling (Appendix G) to 
determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed literature to determine 
relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, 
temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
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lobster to function and navigate, and causing 
mortality in small fish and zooplankton. After seismic 
blasts, many zooplankton are found dead as far away 
as 1.2 kilometres from the blast site, and potentially 
further.(1) [University of Tasmania, 2023, New Research 
Reveals Impact Of Seismic Surveys On Zooplankton]. 

• Downhole formation is conducted to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 
undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP). VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). Side-scan sonar 
(SSS) may also be used during geophysical surveys. Information collected using this technique is utilised by Geosciences 
Australia and many research institutes to map the seafloor. The geophysical surveys will last approximately 1 week at each 
potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of 
less than 1,000 cubic inches, resulting sound pressure levels of approximately 216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 
2016). In comparison, seismic surveys involve wide-area, deep subsurface imaging which requires a larger volume airgun array 
for deep penetration with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic inches, resulting in SPL of approximately 238 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 
m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path lengths involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D and 3D 
marine seismic surveys which corresponds with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic source.  
https://appea.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CMST-Underwater-Sound-and-Vibration-from-Offshore-Activities.pdf 
Impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess noise induced impacts on 
species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ 
(i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling report (Appendix G) SEL24h is a 
cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on the assumption that an animal is 
consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The corresponding SEL24h radii therefore represent a worst-case 
scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would not stay in the same location for 24 hours. 
Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling within the radius of the source will 
be injured, but rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with impairment if it remained in that 
location for 24 hours. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 
regulatory requirements. 
 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for injury 
from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural spatial and 
temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton species are 
impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted impacts to plankton do 
not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained in the water column for several days as 
their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et 
al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not 
predicted. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who operate 
under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, government and the 
research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of data from works published by 
CSIRO, including Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered representative of the subject matter. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass Strait to central 
South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 2011). There is a 
main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through all months with as many as three 
generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled with its high growth rate means that 
Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
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Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound emissions, as 
stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing only 6 exploration well 
locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. within 
50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). Considering the 
localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term activities are not 
expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   
 
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to this claim.  " 

503 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"The proposed start date for this seabed survey to 
commence is January 2024, with the earliest date for 
drilling to start being April 2024, running through to 
December 2028. This four year period results in 
impacts on every species known to inhabit and 
migrate through the area, and those species will be 
affected by the associated vessel traffic, vertical 
seismic blasting and drilling proposed in whale 
habitat, calving grounds and Biologically Important 
Areas (BIA), threatening species listed on the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (EPBC Act), and critical feeding, calving and 
migration routes. Specifically; 
- September through to December is known feeding 
period for the EPBC listed endangered blue whale, 
with January through to June being the peak feeding 
time for the blue whale. 
- October is calving period for the EPBC listed 
endangered southern right whale in this region, and 
they will be migrating through the OA and nominated 
area around these calving periods. 
- May - September is peak breeding and calving 
period for southern right whales in the Otway Basin. 
- November - May is feeding period for the sei whale, 
known in the area 
- November - May is feeding period for the minke 
whale, known in the area. 
 
Conducting vertical seismic blasting as part of test 
drilling during known periods of presence for these 
identified species, are very likely to lead to harm and 
disruption in navigation, feeding and breeding 
activities of cetaceans in the area." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to marine mammals over the duration of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these 
species are adequately assessed. 
Although the term of the EP is effectively 5 years (earliest start date for seabed surveys is 1 April 2024, drilling is 1 October 
2024, and end date for EP is 31 December 2028), the activity will not occur continuously over that period but will rather be 
conducted in shorter campaigns where by the two commitment wells are likely to be drilled consecutively over typically 30-40 
days each, up to a maximum of 90 days each. The rig is then contracted to other titleholders to undertake discrete activities 
before returning to ConocoPhillips Australia’s operational areas to drill up to a maximum of 4 optional wells. Consequently, the 
actual drill time is predicted to be in the range of 180 to 540 days, depending on the number of wells drilled (up to a maximum 
of 6) and the duration at each well (ranging from 30-90 days) over the term of the EP. The maximum 540 day campaign is 
similar in duration to previous continuous campaigns conducted in the Otway Basin.  
Information on the EPBC Act listing and seasonal presence of blue, southern right, sei and dwarf minke whales, as well as other 
species, is provided in section 4.6.9.2 of the EP, with relevant excerpts provided below: 
• Pygmy blue whales occupy the western area of the Bonney Upwelling system in the Eastern Great Australian Bight and 
adjacent to the Kangaroo Island canyons from November and December, then move south-east to the Bonney Upwelling 
system off eastern South Australia and Victoria (between Robe, SA and Cape Otway, Vic) from January to April and then 
decrease between May and June (Commonwealth of Australia 2015c). ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned aerial surveys 
along designated transects through T/49P and opportunistic sighting while traversing VIC/P79 from July to October 2021; and 
along designated transects through VIC/P79, along the shelf break between VIC/P79 and T/49P and along a transect through 
T/49P between August 2022 and May 2023 (Event ID: 4145, Reg16b ID: 49; Event ID: 3480, Reg16b ID: 393). Key observations 
include: 
- The arrival of small numbers of blue whales, presumed to be PBWs, in the Otway Basin/western and central Bass Strait in 
September (two in T/49P in 2021) and October (two in T/49P in 2021, one in VIC/P79 in 2022 and two in central Bass Strait in 
2022) 
- Peak numbers of blue whales within the survey area in March and April 2023, and 
- A significant decrease in blue whale numbers in May 2023. 
• For the southern right whale, the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined migration and reproduction 
BIAs for the species which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period stated as approximately April to 
October and reproductive period stated as May to September. However, the Draft National Recovery Plan for the Southern 
Right Whale states that Australian southern right whales predominantly occupy the coastal and breeding aggregation areas 
where they calve and nurse their young from May to October, although may occur as early as April and as late as November 
on the Australian coast. The peak period of abundance is typically in late July and August, although there is within season 
variability that differs between females with calves and unaccompanied whales (CoA 2022). Therefore, as a conservative 
estimate based on published data it is assumed that the southern right whale may be present anytime from May to October.  
• In an aerial survey conducted between 2002-2013 the sei whale was observed feeding 20–60 km offshore on the continental 
shelf in the Bonney Coast Upwelling between the summer and autumn months (November to May) (DoE 2022). Currently, 
there is no confirmed foraging BIAs that occur within Australia waters, however the sightings of individuals feeding in the 
Bonney Coast Upwelling may indicate that this area is used for opportunistic feeding. 
• In Australia the southern extent of the dwarf minke whale is approximately 41° S which runs through the Bass Strait between 
Tasmania and mainland Australia and a northern extent of 11° S which runs across the top of mainland Australia (DoE 2023). It 
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is unlikely that the dwarf minke whale migrates to the Antarctic waters, however there is potential for an increase in range with 
warmer water extending southwards. Satellite tagging of the subspecies shows that they are likely to migrate along the east 
coast of Australia from an aggregation area in the Great Barrier Reef south as far as the Bass Strait (Birtles et al. 2015 cited in 
IUCN-MMPATF 2022). However, insufficient evidence is available as to how Australian dwarf minke whales use their habitat as 
no specific feeding or breeding grounds have been discovered off Australia (DoE 2023). 
The proposed operational areas do overlap the seasonally occupied blue whale foraging Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) (as 
shown in EP Figure 4-52), and southern right whale migration BIA (as shown in EP Figure 4-53), but do not overlap the 
southern right whale reproductive BIA (i.e. calving grounds). 
Impacts and risks to marine mammals have been assessed in EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive), 
6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions –Impulsive) and 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna). Measures to mitigate impacts are also 
detailed in these sections and in the Fauna Management Plan included in Appendix N of the EP that includes whale detection 
and measures to minimise anthropogenic threats to whales, associated with both resupply operations, i.e. when a vessel is on 
DP, and vessel strike for all species.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

504 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"ConocoPhillips’ EP does not include basic marine 
mammal spotter operations such as using spotter 
planes for cetaceans every day that vertical seismic 
blasting, marine bed surveys and drilling are proposed 
in order to provide a 10km sighting zone. At the very 
minimum ConocoPhillips must be required to use 
spotter planes for marine mammals, such as 
cetaceans, in these operational periods. Based on the 
failures to adequately avoid impacting cetaceans in 
the Operating Area this EP should be refused. 
 
This EP fails to provide information on the scale of 
these risks, and how they will be mitigated to protect 
these species from the proven harm inflicted by such 
processes to cetaceans and other noise-sensitive 
species in the area." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high merit and 
has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of 
safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, the objective of aerial 
surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, prior to the commencement of the exploration 
program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan will be developed with input from a range of specialists to facilitate the 
implementation of the FMP on the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on aviation services and airfields are 
considered to be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the contractual arrangements for these services. 
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood 
of accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area 
will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed 
surveys, drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from VSP operations which will 
have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs between April to the end of October. The use of MFOs 
as a technique for detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances are within the range observable by 
MMOs (effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right whale migration period, and only 1.5 km 
distance in total from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will 
complement vessel-based operations. The largest Activity Action Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-
impulsive sound emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As 
detailed in FMP Section 3, whale observation and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial 
surveys will be conducted, and a pre-activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information provided above, 
adequately address this claim." 

505 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 

"Based on modelling by ConocoPhillips of potential 
impacts of a Loss of Wellhead Control at any of the 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
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5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

proposed 6 test drill sites, the entire coastal area of 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA) is at risk from pollution and harm. This 
includes listed species that inhabit or migrate through 
the coastal areas of the TWWHA, and coastal areas of 
significant cultural value where aboriginal art and 
middens are recorded.  
 
This poses an unacceptable risk to the World Heritage 
values of the areas that ConocoPhillips have identified 
are at risk in multiple spill scenarios, with disastrous 
impacts on marine environments, coastal ecosystems 
and the cultural heritage values of beach middens and 
aboriginal artefacts in the area. 
 
These risks are unacceptable. ConocoPhillips has failed 
to provide sufficient information as to their mitigation 
measures that would prove ALARP has been met, and 
as a result this EP should be refused by NOPSEMA." 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this area.  
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped 
by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The spill 
modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of Tasmania may be 
contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold 
which, based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the 
moderate threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged from 15 days 
up to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the 
majority (approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to 
evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical 
weather conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the 
condensate will evaporate, with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk 
of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP 
to reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in collaboration with 
environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry 
practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to ALARP 
(as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

506 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The areas in which 6 proposed, yet undisclosed, drill 
locations could occur includes parts of the Zeehan 
Marine Park off the NW coast of Tasmania. The EP fails 
to provide any information on where these proposed 
drill sites will be or address the ecological significance 
of this Commonwealth Marine Park and the species 
known to inhabit it. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the unknown drill locations to be of high merit and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts and risks across the entire operational area were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that 
do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. 
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 
7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to 
the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be 
managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as 
detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

507 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on the impacts 
that vertical seismic blasting that is proposed at each 
of the 6 test wells will have on noise sensitive animals, 
such as whales and dolphins. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding VSP impacts on cetaceans to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these impacts have been adequately assessed. 
 
EP Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound – Impulsive) provides a comprehensive assessment of the impacts associated with VSP, with 
additional detail provided in the noise modelling undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). EP Section 6.7.2.1 states the sound 
exposure guidelines for the onset of Permanent Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim 
criterion for impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS and TTS 
was predicted maximum distances of 330 m and 2.39 km (low-frequency cetaceans) and 60 m and 250 m (very high-frequency 
cetaceans), respectively over 24 hours of activity from the sound source. The noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS was not 
reached for high-frequency cetaceans, which includes dolphins. Behavioural responses for all whales excluding the southern 
right whale were predicted within 1.5 km of the sound source. To assess the potential behavioural responses by migrating 
southern right whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category has been applied thereby increasing the 
protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for southern right whale calf-cow pairs were therefore predicted to 
increase from 1.5 km to 6.48 km from the sound source.  
Therefore, predicted impacts for all cetaceans (excluding the southern right whale) would be limited to a highly localised area 
of 2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Predicted impacts to the southern 
right whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Impulsive 
sound production from VSP activities is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells). 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise 
threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of controls specific to VSP, such as the use of soft-start procedures 
and pre-activity whale detection surveys. The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential 
impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory 
requirements.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

508 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP excludes any information on vessel traffic 
involved with supporting and supplying this project 
and does not provide details on risks and threats of 
associated vessel traffic to and from these proposed 
drill sites. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the scope of impact 
assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale of the petroleum activity.  
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS Act 
and applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. All foreseeable 
potential impacts and risks from support vessels are assessed in Section 6 (Planned Impacts) and Section 7 (Unplanned Impacts 
/ Risks) of the EP. Activities occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the Navigation Act 2012 and other 
relevant legislative requirements. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

509 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 

The EP fails to provide sufficient information on risks 
to the marine park and its unique environmental 
values from drilling operation and any associated 
pollution that comes with these proposed drill sites 
will have on the species known to be in the area of the 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that 
do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. 
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
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4939, 5096, 
4950 

Zeehan Marine Park during projected operational 
periods. 

among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 
7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to 
the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be 
managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as 
detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

510 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP shows there is an unacceptable level of risk 
and impact on our marine parks, both from the 
immediate vertical seismic blasting, vessel traffic 
including the drill rig, drilling operations, and impact 
of hydrocarbon spills as shown in the EMBA map will 
have on the Zeehan Marine Park.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks and have reviewed the Environment 
Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that 
do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. 
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 
7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to 
the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be 
managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, 
and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the impact 
and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
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drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

511 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The risks and impacts on the other state and 
Commonwealth Marine Parks that would be impacted 
as demonstrated in the EMBA modelling of any 
hydrocarbon spills from this proposal must be 
provided in more detail, specifically mitigation and 
clean up measures. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding measures to mitigate risks associated with spills to be of high merit and 
has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and provides details on response 
strategies that may be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill. ConocoPhillips Australia also has a membership 
with AMOSC, as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP, which ensures 24/7 access to trained oil spill responders and 
specialised equipment to allow for a rapid response and to mitigate the potential consequences of a spill.  
AMOSC was commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline 
Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identify specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable 
response strategy to be deployed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

512 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

Marine Parks should be wholly protected from all new 
exploration and mining activities for fossil fuels, and 
based on the real and present risks to Marine Parks 
from test drilling demonstrated in this EP, NOPSEMA 
should refuse ConocoPhillips' EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding protections for marine parks to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these have been appropriately considered. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that 
do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area.  
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
among others. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation with the Director of National Parks as the 
authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine Park in accordance with their consultation guideline:  
Guidance note - Petroleum Activities and Australian Marine Parks.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 
The EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and 
provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce 
impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental 
Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater 
Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned 
Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 
Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 
7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to 
the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be 
managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, 
and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the 
abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

513 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 

The Environment that may Be Affected (EMBA) for this 
project shows vast areas would be harmed by any 
spills or incidents during proposed operations from 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential impacts associated with a loss of well control (LOWC) event 
from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
the information provided allows for an appropriate level of assessment.  
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4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

the projected 6 drilling sites. As well as any time 
vessels are in the area preparing for vertical seismic 
blasting, refuelling, resupplying or in transit. This 
includes 34 threatened and migratory species 
identified as having important habitat that overlaps 
with either the OA of the two project locations and/or 
the EMBA. 

 
As described in EP Sections 4.1 (Environment that May be Affected (EMBA) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling), the environment that 
may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA) represents the 
combined area from 1400 hypothetical marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events which are 
modelled under various realistic metocean conditions, across all seasons, from representative drilling locations. Modelled 
simulations provide an informed estimate of where the oil might go if nothing is done to respond and allows the prediction of 
possible effects, with the modelling report presented in EP Appendix E. The resultant EMBA does not represent the spatial 
extent from any single spill, but rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to 
note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora 
and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA.  
EP Section 4.6 (Ecological Environment), provides the key sources of information for the species and ecosystems that may be 
present in the EMBA which are obtained via the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) and the Species Profile and 
Threats (SPRAT) databases, as well as the South-East Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-23 
(DNP 2013) and the Temperate East Marine Reserve Network Management Plan 2018 (DNP 2018). A copy of the PMST is 
provided in Appendix B. These sources provide information on the most up-to-date protection status, distribution, and 
sensitivity of these species. Extensive information on the physical, ecological, socio-economic and cultural features and 
conservation values and sensitivities within the EMBA is provided in EP Chapter 4.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

514 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide comprehensive information on 
the impacts of this project and modelled spills on 
World Heritage Areas, Ramsar areas, National Parks, 
State Marine Parks, Indigenous Protected Areas, 
Wilderness Zone, Key Ecological Features that would 
be impacted by the modelled hydrocarbon spills, and 
other impacts from vessel movements and drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the provision of information relating to the ecological environment 
which may be effected by oil spill impacts to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
comprehensive information is provided to inform impact and risk assessment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified the particular values and sensitivities that may be impacted in the extremely unlikely 
event of an oil spill, as per the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and the Environment 
Regulations (EP Sections 7.6.4 and 7.7.4).  The identification of these values and sensitivities is derived from the associated spill 
modelling of the worst-case scenario (i.e. EMBA). This includes: 
• Listed threatened species and ecological communities,  
• Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements),  
• Values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment,  
• Values of World heritage properties, 
• Values of National heritage places, 
• Ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland, and 
• Other values including social, economic and cultural values. 
  
The particular features which contribute to the conservation value of an area (e.g. cetaceans within Marine Parks) have been 
assessed separately within the risk assessment chapter. ConocoPhillips Australia utilised the latest literature to assess the 
potential impacts to these individual values and subsequently the conservation areas. ConocoPhillips Australia considers that 
the impacts and risks relevant to these values and sensitivities within the EMBA have been adequately assessed within relevant 
chapters. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implement the control measures outlined in Section 7.7 which have been designed 
to mitigate against the likelihood of a LOWC event occurring and to lower the impacts on the environment if a LOWC event 
were to occur. The EP also includes control measures and performance standards within Section 7.8 that will be implemented 
in the extremely unlikely event of a spill to ensure a rapid response and that further impacts are lowered and avoided where 
possible.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers these control measures appropriate for the activity and have aligned with standard industry 
practice to ensure potential impacts from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are managed and reduced to ALARP and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

515 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The entire footprint of the EMBA modelling on where 
oil/gas spill would impact, contains Biologically 
Important Areas for EPBC listed species, which must 
be provided for public consultation and comment. 
Despite the level of threat to many species and 
ecosystems, a detailed map showing proposed drill 
sites that would inform the extent of a proposed spill 
and ALARP measurements of these threats is not 
available in this EP. ConocoPhillips needs to supply 
clear information on this critical matter of a test 
drilling project to allow fully informed public comment 
on the EP. Based on this lack of information that is the 
centerpiece of the entire project, this EP should be 
refused by NOPSEMA. The EP by ConocoPhillips must 
be refused based on the failure to provide adequate 
information that is comprehensive and 
comprehensible to allow public comment on this 
proposal 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the location of the wells in relation to the potential extent of an oil spill 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to prevent a spill from occurring and is not ‘proposing’ a spill. Even though the likelihood 
of a spill occurring is extremely remote, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the consequences of credible worst-case 
spills and demonstrate preparedness and capability to respond.   
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
EMBA), represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control 
events. The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any single spill event, but rather the cumulative 
outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically 
significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would 
be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling to be highly 
conservative, showing the fullest potential spatial extent of the risks and potential impacts for assessment.   
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of 
well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be 
representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and 
continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for drilling in any location 
within the Operational Areas.   
Furthermore, the control measures developed to mitigate impacts or risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program have been developed based on the worst-case scenarios for each impact and risk. It is important to note that the 
modelling produced a baseline EMBA that does not consider the strict control measures in place to prevent these types of 
events from occurring, or to minimise the extent of any impact.  Control measures that are required to be in place for the 
duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to mitigate against the potential for a spill are provided within Tables 7-26, 
7-39 and 9-1 of the EP, and in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) included in EP Appendix I. 
Detailed maps showing Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the EMBA, these are provided through-out EP Section 4.6 for 
the relevant species. Impacts to species, including those with Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the low threshold 
EMBA, are assessed in Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-21 (Potential risk of MDO release on birds), 7-22 
(Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and Tables 7-33 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on fish), 7-34 
(Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on birds), 7-35 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on marine mammals). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

516 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

AMCS recognises the ongoing cultural connection to 
Sea Country practised by First Nations peoples in the 
communities connected to the oceans in which this 
proposal is targeted. There has been a failure of the 
proponents to properly consult with representatives 
from Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective 
(SOPEC), founded by Gunditjmara people to protect 
Southern Ocean Sea Country, their whale ancestors 
and kin. Whale species including Koontapool, 
southern right whale, and Wuuloc, the pygmy blue 
whale, are sacred to the Gunditjmara and hold 
significance in their cultural practices. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge the claim regarding the adequacy of consultation with First Nations peoples to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement process was adequately detailed and 
described. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the Environment Regulations 
as outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2. This has included consultation with First Nations groups identified as 
relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP under section 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia adopted a tailored 
approach to consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline: Consultation in the 
course of preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. First Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations groups and individuals and is 
outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, documents each of the 45 identified First Nations 
relevant persons (including Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective and Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation), the rationale for engagement, and details of the invitation to participate in the co-design of culturally 
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appropriate consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter have been acknowledged 
in writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the start of consultation in 
February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear sheets, for example August 23 National 
Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, including First Nations 
Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their networks of followers as demonstrated in the post by 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website at https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 
that included the SOPEC video of the Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled 
Backgrounder on ConocoPhillips plans in South West Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the permit areas (VIC/P79, 
T/49P), and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify authorities, individuals and organisations who may have 
functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration drilling program”. The post also encouraged 
all Followers to participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by registering as relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and waterways, and their 
ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea Country and the marine environment that is 
held by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First Nations communities 
with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired to date through desktop research and 
information-sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners during conversations on Country (detailed in Appendix D of the 
EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks to the marine 
environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity and associated impacts and risks has been made 
available in information sheets, project updates, a Preliminary Environmental Impact Risk Assessment, draft EP Chapters and 
the EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their 
heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) and will seek to 
partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the 
operational areas, to co-design and co-implement control measures to protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
 
Additional understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities was acquired through a further literature review of Sea 
Country and proactive monitoring of SOPEC’s social media, where the ongoing Citizens Protection Declaration campaign was 
launched on 16 February 2023. On this basis, ConocoPhillips Australia has expanded the definition of Sea Country in the EP in 
4.8.2 to include acknowledgement of Dreaming ancestors." 

517 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

In the modelling provided by ConocoPhillips of what 
areas would be affected by a hydrocarbon spill, it 
shows that the Gunditjmara people could be excluded 
from their coastal lands and sea country for any 
duration of a spill. If this spill were to take place during 
the southern right whale calving period from Oct to 
Nov, this would negatively impact the ability for 
people to undertake cultural practices of welcoming 
Kontapool (the southern right whale) back to Sea 
Country for their calving times. It would also harm 
southern right whales and potentially stop them from 
being able to calve in these waters without facing 
harm. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill risks to cultural heritage values and sensitivities to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately identified and assessed. 
 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (see Figures 7-4, 7-5 and 7-6) does not in any way represent the extent of any 
single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. The geographical extent 
of an individual spill would be much smaller and would not exclude First Nations People in multiple states from their Sea 
Country in the highly unlikely event of a LOWC. As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel 
oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct 
modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas 
based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. 
As stated in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals), the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined migration 
and reproduction BIAs for the southern right whale which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period 
stated as approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to September (i.e. calving period).  
Potential impacts to southern right whales, and associated cultural values, from a marine diesel oil release are detailed in EP 
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Section 7.6.5, Tables 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and 7-25 (Potential risk of MDO release on 
coastal habitats and communities) which predict short-term and localised impacts; with no population level, long-term or 
permanent changes predicted. Controls are in place for all vessels engaged in Otway Exploration Drilling Program activities to 
reduce the risk of vessel collision and limit the total volume of MDO released. These systems are well practiced and well 
understood. 
Potential impacts to southern right whales from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Section 7.7.5, Table 7-35 (Potential 
risk of LOWC on marine mammals) which predicts the potential for interaction with southern right whales but not to the extent 
that they would impede the recovery of this species. Potential impacts to cultural values from with a loss of well control are 
detailed in EP Table 7-38 (Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) which predicts that, although no long-
term or permanent changes to the marine environment or coastal sites and places are expected, it is considered that the visual 
presence of floating oil or shoreline oil accumulations may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level and that these impacts could 
affect culturally important activities such as mutton-birding, or affect totem fauna. Controls are in place to reduce the 
likelihood of a LOWC event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential 
environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Emergency spill response capability will be maintained in accordance with the NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency 
Plan (OPEP – CM13). 
In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include integration with local, 
national and international response organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist equipment and 
engagement with First Nations people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of identified areas of 
importance, as described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

518 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP must be refused as it fails Article 32, Item 2 of 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (2) [UN, 2018, United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples]. The introduction of 
the Protecting the Spirit of Sea Country Bill 2023 (3) 
[Parliament of Australia, 2023, Protecting the Spirit of 
Sea Country Bill 2023] into the Australian Parliament in 
August of 2023 further demonstrates this EP has not 
met the basic needs for First ations and Sea Country 
Traditional Owner consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the UN Declaration on the right of Indigenous Peoples to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these rights were adequately reflected. 
 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “addresses both individual and collective rights, cultural rights and 
identity, rights to education, health and employment, language, and others. It outlaws discrimination against indigenous 
people and promotes their full and effective participation in all matters that concern them.  It also ensures their right to remain 
distinct and to pursue their own priorities in economic, social and cultural development”.  The Declaration “explicitly 
encourages harmonious and cooperative relations between States and indigenous peoples” (United Nations, 2007).   
However, Australia’s support for the Declaration does not make it law in Australia (Source: Australian Human Rights 
Commission at https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice/projects/un-
declaration-rights) 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the enduring and unique connection to land and waters that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples have, and we celebrate their ongoing contributions to Australia’s political, economic and social landscapes.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impact of colonisation, public policy, racial discrimination and prejudice has had a 
major effect on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and that many continue to face disadvantages as well 
as prejudice and racism as a result. Through the implementation of our Reconciliation Action Plan, our organisation is seeking 
to understand, identify, and ultimately remove systems and processes that create a barrier to participation and instead, engage 
and create opportunities. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their 
heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage Protection Program that will ensure 
Indigenous knowledge and concerns inform the risk management process for the protection of heritage and the marine 
environment. The Cultural Heritage Protection Program measure (CM05) has been adopted.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of priorities and measures 
to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to ensure cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
This commitment aligns with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which states “Indigenous 
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peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights, through representatives 
chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous 
decision-making institutions”. 
 
No further changes were made to the EP as a result of this claim." 

519 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

I ask that NOPSEMA refuse the EP by ConocoPhillips 
to conduct test drilling for gas in the Otway Basin as it 
poses unacceptable harm to our oceans, marine life 
and coastal communities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to the ocean, marine life and coastal communities associated 
with the Otway Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration Drilling 
activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to influence 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other than short-term, localised, and 
recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from these activities. This is not the legal standard in Australia and 
is not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are 
established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the 
information gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously defined 
acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP demonstrates that the 
environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed 
in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

520 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5123, 5091, 
4945, 4977, 
4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 
5096, 4950 

This EP is not complete, as it fails to provide 
comprehensive and comprehensible information to 
make an informed decision on the mitigation 
measures detailed which do not meet the standards to 
prove the risks have been reduced to meet the ALARP 
criteria. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the demonstration of ALARP to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Section 6 and 7, to ensure 
information about the decisions to adopt or reject control measures are clear.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control measures and 
adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising from the activity to 
ALARP. The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for example, technical feasibility, the 
possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit 
gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information on considerations in this process are included in EP 
Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the 
nature and scale of the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; 
and is of a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control measure and are 
detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not simply a cost 
equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to consider the comparative 
reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP 
criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered for 
professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to provide a 
balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support the consultation 
process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as 
evidenced throughout the EP. 
 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption or rejection 
of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to this claim." 

 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

143 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

144 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

501 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

4198 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4199 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2749 7/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 7/08/2023. 

• COP team member spoke with Individual’s receptionist and confirmed individual was unavailable. 
• Individual’s receptionist suggested that COP team member send an email communication with all relevant information and that the appropriate individual 
would respond. 
• COP team member left a message with the receptionist for the individual and promised to send an email communication with all relevant information. 

2748 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a telephone call on same day.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Mentioned COP team have been sending information documents and updates throughout the year to their organisation but didn’t receive a response yet. 
• Attached original letter sent on 27 February 2023 to an organisation member. Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment 
Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the 
importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Mentioned the consultation period have been extended to 3 September 2023. 
• Invited individual to contact COP team for further consultation or information or to opt-out of consultation as a relevant person. 
 
Attached: 
• Original letter sent in February to an organisation member. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028) 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

2751 7/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3008 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 7 August 2023.  

 
Individual stated, on behalf of their organisation: 
• They have no objection to information presented previously.  
• They will not be making any informed submission. 
• They wish to receive update information as relevant person. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4924 3/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4957 7/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5083 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up submissions made by individual during public comment period.  

 
Summary of information provided: 
• Wanted to clarify if submissions were made on behalf of their organisation or if they were representing individual’s opinions.  
• Required a response before end of 20 February 2024. 

5143 1/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 19 February 2024.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Apologies for delay in replying. 
• Explained that the email sent on 15 August 2023 was to advise organisation was not making any submission but still wanted to opt-in to receive update. 
• Advised COP team that their organisation would like to opt-out from receiving updates. 

5144 4/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email received on 1 March 2024.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Noted that individual’s organisation would like to opt-out from receiving updates. 
• Mentioned they removed individual and their organisation from distribution list. 
• Notified individual they may opt-in again at any time. 

 



City of Greater Geelong – ORG ID 115 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 City of Greater Geelong was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 City of Greater Geelong was identified via Desktop Research. 
 City of Greater Geelong is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): City of Greater Geelong Is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. City of Greater Geelong is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided City of Greater Geelong with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. City of Greater Geelong engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on City of Greater Geelong’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4211; 130; 968; 2757), by telephone call (Event ID 2756) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID (s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5157; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia made a telephone call to City of Greater Geelong in 
August 2023 seeking consultation and were advised they would like to receive email communication to a specific contact address (Event ID 2756). Project update correspondence continued to be sent to the 
requested address with no further interaction from City of Greater Geelong. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4211; 120) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to City of Greater Geelong to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 4211; 120). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 4211; 120). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 968; 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
City of Greater Geelong received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to City of Greater Geelong between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 81 days).  



 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed City of Greater Geelong to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, City of Greater Geelong raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4211 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

489 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
120 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

490 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
968 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 

meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values 
and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2756 7/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 7/08/2023. 
• COP team member spoke with organisation’s receptionist. 
• The receptionist suggested that the COP team member send an email communication with all relevant information regarding consultation for exploration drilling 
program to a specific individual contact within the organisation. 

2757 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a telephone call on same day.  
 
Team member: 
• Mentioned COP team have been sending information documents and updates throughout the year to their organisation but didn’t receive a response yet. 
• Attached original letter sent on 27 February 2023 to an organisation member. Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan 
within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Mentioned the consultation period have been extended to 3 September 2023. 
• Invited individual to contact COP team for further consultation or information or to opt-out of consultation as a relevant person. 
 
Attached: 
• Original letter sent in February to an organisation member. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans. 

2888 7/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Borough of Queenscliffe – ORG ID 116 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Borough of Queenscliffe was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Borough of Queenscliffe was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Borough of Queenscliffe is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Borough of Queenscliffe is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Borough of Queenscliffe is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Borough of Queenscliffe with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Borough of Queenscliffe engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Borough of Queenscliffe’s preferred method of consultation and corresponded via email (Event ID(s) 121; 4218; 4220; 970), by telephone (Event ID 2760) and by 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips telephoned Borough of Queenscliffe (Event ID 2760) leaving 
contact details with the receptionist if further information was required. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from the organisation but continued to provide project updates. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 121; 4218) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Borough of Queenscliffe to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 121; 4218). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 121; 4218). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s): 4220; 1414). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Borough of Queenscliffe received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Borough of Queenscliffe between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 81 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Borough of Queenscliffe to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Borough of Queenscliffe raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

121 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4218 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4220 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

970 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1800 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values 
and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2760 7/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 7/08/2023. 
• COP team member spoke with receptionist who advised that the appropriate individual was in a meeting.  
• The receptionist requested COP team members telephone number and advised they would request that the appropriate individual call COP back when the 
individual was available.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Bass Coast Shire Council – ORG ID 117 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Bass Coast Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Bass Coast Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Bass Coast Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Bass Coast Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Bass Coast Shire Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Bass Coast Shire Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Bass Coast Shire Council engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.   

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Bass Coast Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 125; 126; 974; 4237; 2764; 2793), by telephone (Event ID 2762) 
and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625). Bass Coast Shire Council engaged directly with ConocoPhillips Australia by email and advised they would like to opt out of relevant 
person consultation (Event ID 2794) which was confirmed by ConocoPhillips Australia in follow-up email correspondence (Event ID 2793). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 125; 126) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Bass Coast Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 125; 126). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 125; 126). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 974; 1414). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Bass Coast Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Bass Coast Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 81 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Bass Coast Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Bass Coast Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

125 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

126 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

492 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
974 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 

meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

4237 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2762 7/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 7/08/2023. 
• COP team member spoke with receptionist who advised that they could not put the COP member through to the appropriate individual and instead asked 
for another email with all the necessary information be sent to their primary email address.  

2764 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a telephone call on same day.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Mentioned COP team have been sending information documents and updates throughout the year to their organisation but didn’t receive a response yet. 
• Attached original letter sent on 27 February 2023 to an organisation member. Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment 
Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the 
importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Mentioned the consultation period have been extended to 3 September 2023. 
• Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or information or to opt-out of consultation as a relevant person. 
 
Attached: 
• Original letter sent in February to an organisation member. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans. 

2891 7/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
2794 8/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 7 August 2023. Individual requested to opt-out of receiving information or consultation 

regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• They have reviewed the proposal and do not see how it can affect their organisation. 
• Requested to opt-out of consultation for the organisation 
• Other organisation member may also respond to the correspondence. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2793 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email sent on same day. Team member confirmed individual opt-out from consultation as relevant persons 
regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and mentioned that they can opt-in again if desired. 

 



Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD – ORG ID 118 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email, (Event ID’s 164, 5315, 5319), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 103, 1158, 1637, 
2625, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1846, 2245, 3489, 3924, 5356). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 164).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 164) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158; 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 164).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Anzt Fishing Company PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation 
to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 
Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
Provided contact details for project team. 

164 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1846 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2245 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3489 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3924 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5356 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. – ORG ID 119 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc.’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4252; 5315) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485). Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly 
(Event ID 3051). During consultation Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. was represented by a relevant person with multiple entities. The Record of Consultation table below shows some joint representation of 
functions, interests and activities (Event ID 3051). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
During consultation, Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Public Comment period 
Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 
(Event ID 4846). The email informed Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from this organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below.    
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 8 February 2023 and 11 May was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 4252; 1158; 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4252). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID’s 1158; 1637). 
 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Draft EP chapters available for consultation – link provided (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc., 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Table below.   
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9th November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. between 8 February 2023 and 11 May (over a period of 92 days). 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3035), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Sustainable Shark Fishing Inc. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities as shown below in accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 



Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4252 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3051 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Individual responded to project update email sent on 24/08/23 from COP team and requested the COP team contact them regarding their relevant functions, interests and 
activities within the Otway Basin.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 
 



Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) – ORG ID 120 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) is assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected 
by the presence of the activity. Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) is the operator of the ‘superloop’ subsea telecommunications cable. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Indigo Communications Cable (SULO) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Indigo Communications Cable 
(SULO) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia proactively 
contacted INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) to ensure potential impacts and damages could be communicated with the correct party (Event ID: 2777). Upon confirmation of correct contact details, 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) with updated Campaign documentation for feedback (Event ID: 2781). Since this time ConocoPhillips Australia has received 
automated replies in response to further updates (Event ID: 3312, 3304) and no direct correspondence. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) with 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3859; 4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that certain information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050).  
 
Public Comment Period  
INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in 
November 2023 (Event ID 4879). The email informed INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed 
how they could access it. Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective 
comment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from this organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1426). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158; 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1426). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158; 1414). 
Further information provided included:  



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to the Draft Environment Plan 9Event ID 3859). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4879). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO), 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology Section 3.6) 
INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 281 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 
days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, INDIGO COMMUNICATIONS CABLE (SULO) raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of any assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 



Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

104 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: automated message from organisation stating the request email has been received email, staff to review 
email sent. 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation 
to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 
Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1426 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
 
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1724 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.  Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.  Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.  Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on 
locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.  Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.  Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.  Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.  Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.  Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.  Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.  Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2570 24/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email from COP to individual on 24/07/2023 to ensure the organisation had been receiving updates 
about the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
• COP team member advised that the organisation had been identified as a relevant stakeholder and that COP team has 
only been receiving autoreplies.  
• COP team member requested appropriate email address to forward further correspondence to. 

2772 24/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent by COP team on 24/07/23 requesting more information 
regarding location and the relevant subsea cable.  

2773 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual referring to previous email they sent to COP team on 24/07/23. 
 
• Individual asked COP team to refer to previous email requesting more information from COP team. 
• Individual asked COP team to get back to them with details requested so they could investigate why COP was receiving 
auto responses only from their organisation.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2774 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP in response to email received from induvial on 24/07/23.  
 
• COP team provided details of relevant subsea cable and attached: 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 

2775 2/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team with best contact email address for organisation member regarding 
proposed exploration activity dated 02/08/23. 

2777 2/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team acknowledging receipt of individual's email on 02/08/23 with contact 
details for the correct organisational contact to correspond with moving forward. 

2780 2/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team in response to COP's request for the correct organisation contact sent on 
24/07/2023. 
 
- Individual asked what information is required by the COP team and if the proposed activity is in the vicinity of the 
organisation's activities.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2781 7/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual about proposed Otway exploration drilling program.  
 
- Stated that COP team has attempted to contact the right individual about the activity. 
- Requested details of a suitable individual to forward project updates and relevant information.  
 
Attached: 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview) 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.  Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
· ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3088 28/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team following up on email received from the individual on 07/08/23.  
 
- COP team member confirmed that individual had been added to mailing list for further updates. 
- COP team member provided offer to schedule a meeting about the proposed Otway drilling project.  
- COP team member advised that if the individual does not wish to be consulted any longer, that they could reply to be 
taken off the mailing list.  
 
Attached: 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update).  

3312 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3304 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.   Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.   Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.   Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.   Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD – ORG 121 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 233, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 103, 1158, 
1157, 1414, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1906, 2284, 3555, 4031). Conoco Phillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 233). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 233) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 233; 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 233). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 233).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 233). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1906). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Flinders Island Quota Holdings PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned 
consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
Provided contact details for project team. 

233 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback 
on locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1906 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2284 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3555 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4031 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 
for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Environment Plan.  
.   Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.   Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.   Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.   Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; 
and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.   Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-  Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.   Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 
December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary 
is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with 
offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 
which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 
proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd – ORG 122  
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd was identified via Agency/Industry/Association Database. 
 North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 351, 2668, 5315, 5319), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 
1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2666, 3218, 3673, 4714). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 351). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 351) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2666) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2666).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 351). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2666). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 351).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



  
  

    
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

351 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities, with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, 
identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst 
explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

Reasonable Period  (Methodology  EP  Section  3.6)
North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd between  27 February  2023 and  31 August  2023 (over a period of 185  days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences
of the  activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been  assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  North Coast Fishing Company Pty Ltd  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table..



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people 
could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in 
offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway 
Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration 
wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how 
to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that 
feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the 
consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to 
ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their 
functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on 
locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2666 31/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and 
provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the 
community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 
21/08/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless 
they opt out of project correspondence. 

2668 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to 
both, regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin 
dated 01/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and 
provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed drilling program. 
• Formal letter attached: 
 - Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21 
August 2023 and provided contact details.  
 - Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

unless they opt out of project correspondence.  
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the 
community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to 
NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, 
about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - 
August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf 
versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and 
provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed 
assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s 
plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to 
NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3218 2/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 31/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3673 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their 
functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease 
contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed 
environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the 
information provided. 

4714 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration 

between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who 
represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative 
(OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and 
the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration 
between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative 
(OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong – ORG ID 123 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility located on the Victorian Coastline, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity on the Victorian Coastline. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 2766) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 2776). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)   
During the consultation process, information was provided to Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 11 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)   
Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong between 11 May 2023 and 31 August 2023.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong had the information for a period of 71 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Yumbah Aquaculture Narrawong raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation 
to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 
Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2776 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Individual was recommended for contact by another individual as a potentially relevant person.  
• An offer to arrange a meeting. 
• The importance of consultation with relevant persons in developing and reviewing Environment Plans. 
• The definition of relevant persons. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and may be published with the Environment Plan, if not advised 
otherwise. 
• Formal letter: 
 - Identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin 
 - Identifying the organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
 - Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond by 31 August 2023 and 
provided contact details.  
 - Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.   Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.   Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.   Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.   Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 124 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PROPRIETARY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PROPRIETARY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 315, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 103, 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), Registered Email (Event ID’s 1906, 2284, 3634, 4688). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 315) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 315) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1906) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1906).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 315). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1906). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 315).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



  

 
 

  

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EPSummary of InformationRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback TypeRelated Event IDFeedback ID Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentSummary of Public CommentRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeStart DateEvent ID

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned 
consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
  received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 185 days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
Provided contact details for project team. 

315 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback 
could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1906 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2284 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3634 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4688 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



King Island Tourism Inc – ORG ID 125 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• King Island Tourism Inc was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• King Island Tourism Inc was identified through being Referred by another stakeholder/relevant person. 

• King Island Tourism Inc is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): King Island Tourism Inc is a Business and Tourism Operator assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 

EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. King Island Tourism Inc assist business and holiday travellers by providing information on services, accommodation and events on the Island. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided King Island Tourism Inc (which is a voluntary membership-based organisation) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of 

time. King Island Tourism Inc engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on King Island Tourism Inc’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 2779), and campaign email (3859, 4392, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247) 

ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 2779). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to King Island Tourism Inc to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 8 August 2023 and 3 October 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2779). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2779). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2779).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3859). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2779). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 3859). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3859). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2779). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3859). 

• Information for other Marine and Coastal Users (Event ID 2779). 

• Link to Draft Environment Plan (Event ID 3859.) 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4879). 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with King Island Tourism Inc, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

 

 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

King Island Tourism Inc received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 93 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Tourism Inc between 8 August 2023 and 3 October 2023 (over a period of 67 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 

persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 

Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Tourism Inc to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 

adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, King Island Tourism Inc raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 

(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2779 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• An invitation to arrange a meeting. 

• Explanation of the consultation process with relevant persons. 

• Clarification that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and may be published with the Environment Plan, 

unless advised otherwise. 

• Formal letter attached: 

 -  Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond by 31 August 2023 and 

provided contact details.  

 -  Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they 

opt out of project correspondence.   

 

Attached: 

• Formal letter. 

• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 

• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users). 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 

for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

This email: 

.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 

contact details to do so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 

what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 

now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 

which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 

proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 

they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 

was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 

Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

 



Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) – ORG ID 126 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, as assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SIA is the national peak-body representing the Australian seafood industry as a whole. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) did not 

engage and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Seafood Industry Australia (SIA)’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 779; 5315) and campaign email correspondence (Event 

ID(s) 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 779). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)   

During the consultation process, information was provided to Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 

as described above. The base level of information provided 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 779). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3050). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 779). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3050). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with Seafood Industry Australia (SIA), 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

 

 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  

Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 204 days).  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Seafood Industry Australia (SIA) raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

  

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

779 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 

in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 

individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 

consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 

be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 

for further information. 

.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 

had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 

activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 

environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 

potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 

the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 

to them. 

.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 

impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 

manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 

for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 

formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 

content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Environment Plan.  

.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 

comment.  

.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 

contact details to do so. 

.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 

what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  

.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.    Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 

matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.    Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 

public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 

now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 

aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 

activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 

they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 

NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 

Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 

email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 

was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 

Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 

updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 

organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 

the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 

Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 

title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 

Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 

provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 

impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 127 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity, within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/ Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had preliminary contact with  FISHIN  in November 2022, but initiated project engagement in February 2023 when ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  

 preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 360, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 103, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 3038, 3217, 
3666, 4820). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 360). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 360) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3038).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 360). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3038). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 360).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3038) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event 3181).  
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



  

 

  

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EPSummary of Information

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentSummary of Public Comment

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeEvent ID Start Date

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation 
to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
  received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  FISHING PTY. LTD  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 184 days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  FISHING PTY  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 
Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
Provided contact details for project team. 

360 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3038 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3217 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3666 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4820 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 128 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   AND P BARBARIC is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  AND P BARBARIC with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 152, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050), and 
Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1836, 3447, 3915). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 152). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 152). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1836).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 152). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1836). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 152).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 152).  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1836)  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

152 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1836 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3447 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3915 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 129 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  B HUNTER FISHING NOMINEES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5  with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/ Southern Squid Jig Fishery/ Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark 
Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  B HUNTER FISHING NOMINEES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 4597, 896, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 
1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1837, 2238, 3448, 3916). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1837). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4597) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1837).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4597). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1837). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4597).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
    Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1837)  
    Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
    Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



   

 

  

 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EPSummary of InformationRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Related Event IDFeedback ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentSummary of Public CommentRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeStart DateEvent ID

4597 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

  B HUNTER FISHING NOMINEES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  B HUNTER FISHING NOMINEES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 185 days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

896 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team 
encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be 
affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 
30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and 
risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1837 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2238 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.  Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·  ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3448 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3916 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 130 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHERIES is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/ Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHERIES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 155, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050,3181) and 
Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1839, 2239, 3451, 3917). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 155). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 155) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1839).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 155). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1839). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 155).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1839) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 

  

 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EPSummary of InformationRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback TypeRelated Event IDFeedback ID Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentSummary of Public CommentRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeStart DateEvent ID

155 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

  FISHERIES received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  FISHERIES to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted
in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes
(see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1839 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2239 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3451 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:   
- COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
- Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity.  
- Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
- Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable.  
 
 Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided.  

3917 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



AJKA PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 131 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AJKA PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AJKA PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 AJKA PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  AJKA PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within the Southern 
Bluefin Tuna Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided AJKA PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on AJKA PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 165, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050) and 
Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1840, 2366, 3452, 3918, 5357). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 156). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AJKA PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 156) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1840).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 156). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1840). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 156).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1840) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
AJKA PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to AJKA PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).   
 



 

 
  

 
 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

156 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed AJKA PTY. LTD. to  make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, AJKA PTY. LTD. raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see
outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1840 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:   
 
Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person.  
 
Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:   
 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview)  
Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing)  
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.   
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.    

2366 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3452 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:   
 
COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity.  
 
Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
 
Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable.  
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided.  

3918 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5357 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 132 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5  with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
Conoco Phillips Australia provided ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 157, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 1158, 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2047, 1841, 2390, 3454, 3482, 3814, 3919, 4662). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 157). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 157) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1841) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1841).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1841). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 157).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1841)  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



  
  

    
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

157 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD between  27 February  2023 and  8 June  2023 (over a period of 101  days).

By the time of submission,  ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, ALBATROSS FISHERIES PTY LTD raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 
 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2047 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1841 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:   
 
Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person.  
 
Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program.  
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:   
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview)  
Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing)  
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
 
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.   
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.    

2390 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
-   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3454 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity.  
Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable.  
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided.  

3482 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:   
 
COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity.  
 
Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
 
Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable.  
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided.  

3814 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post Verified as Return to Sender: Unclaimed 
3919 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
4662 20/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 133 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ENTERPRISES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communication via email (Event ID’s 158, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1841, 3482, 3814, 3919). Conoco Phillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 158). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 158) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1841).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1841). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 158).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1841) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days). 



 

  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EPSummary of InformationRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback TypeRelated Event IDFeedback ID Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentSummary of Public CommentRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeStart DateEvent ID

158 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1841 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:   
 
Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person.  
 
Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:   
 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview)  
Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing)  
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.   
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.    

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3482 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:   
 
COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity.  
 
Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
 
Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable.  
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided.  

3814 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post Verified as Return to Sender: Unclaimed 
3919 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD – ORG ID 134 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communication via email (Event ID’s 159, 3839, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID 1158) and 
Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1842, 2241). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 159).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 159) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1842).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 159). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1842). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 159).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1842) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days). 
 



 
  

 
 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

159 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD to make an  informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been  assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, ALL OCEANS TUNA PTY LTD raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1842 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:   
 
Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person.  
 
Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program.  
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:   
 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview)  
Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing)  
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
 
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.   
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.    

2241 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post Verified as Returned to Sender - Receiver not known at address. 
3839 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP preparation. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• COP team have not received a response to previous correspondence. 
• COP team wants to provide information on how they have assessed the environmental impacts and risks of fisheries 
related to activity. 
• Attempts to send registered post have been unsuccessful. 
• Organisation has been removed from the relevant person list for this activity and will no longer be contacted regarding 
ongoing consultation. 
• COP team will notify organisation of on-water movements should the activity proceed. 
• Organisation was invited to contact COP team if they wish to continue being consulted as a relevant person or if they 



believe the assessment is inaccurate. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and, may be published in EP unless advised otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
• A formal letter detailing this information. 
• Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 136 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 160, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and Registered Letter (Event ID’s 1843, 2242, 3483, 3920). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 160). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 160) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1843).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 160). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1843). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 160).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1843) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  FISHERIE  PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation,  FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

160 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1843 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:   
 
Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

regulation definition of a relevant person.  
 
Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program.  
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:   
 
Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview)  
Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing)  
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.   
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.    

2242 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3483 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:   
 
COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity.  
 
Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
 
Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

low as reasonably practicable.  
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided.  

3920 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 137 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  OLVER PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within the 
Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with   PTY LTD resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol; CM06: MODU Mooring Plan; CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP); CM14: Operational and Scientific 
Monitoring Plan (OSMP); CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity. Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes included in ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan were also detailed in 
response to feedback(s) raised. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from  OLVER PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation.  OLVER PTY LTD advised that they would engage directly and registered their details via Social Pinpoint 
Webinar Registration (Event IDs: 3795, 3845). ConocoPhillips Australia engaged directly via email (Event IDs: 295, 2697, 3856, 3948, 3996, 4223, 4639, 5315), telephone call (Event IDs: 3822, 3841, 3845), SMS (Event 
ID 3846), and registered mail (Event IDs: 1995, 2319, 3614, 4080, 3842). ConocoPhillips Australia also hosted a virtual meeting with  (Event ID 3984). ConocoPhillips Australia provided  OLVER 

 LTD with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1157, 1205, 3859, 4392, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). ConocoPhillips Australia provided  OLVER PTY LTD with a high-
resolution A3 coloured copy of exploration mapping with coordinates as requested by relevant person, sent by registered mail (Event IDs: 3845, 3842).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 295). Information from Event ID 3984 was 
requested to be treated as sensitive and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information Report (SIR). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 17 May 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 295). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1205). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 295). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1157). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Additional tailored information provided to  with information on their specific areas of interests and questions pertaining to:  



 High-resolution A3 coloured copy of exploration mapping with coordinates as requested by relevant person, sent by registered mail (Event IDs: 3845, 3842). 
 Response to objections and claims was provided in November 2023 (Event ID 4639). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 17 May 2023 (over a period of 133 days) at the latest.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During Consultation: 
During consultation with , 1 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities.   
During consultation,  raised 11 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1393 3984 The relevant person's family 
has spent a lifetime building 
an asset and is completely 
dependent on the income it 
generates. 

ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that the activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling with no cause-effect pathways identified for impacts to the long-term sustainability of the depleted Tasmanian GC 
fishery, noting that the operational area does not overlap areas of reportable vessel operation (>5 boats) for this fishery, or the the 
sustainable Victorian GC fishery. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

421 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding 
impacts of spills on giant 
crabs. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Benthic assemblages and invertebrates exhibit a low sensitivity to 
hydrocarbon spills in the marine environment. Impacts to adult 
crustaceans, such as giant crab, is reduced as a result of the 
presence of an exoskeleton.  Adult marine invertebrates and 
larvae usually reside within benthic substrates and pelagic waters 
and modelling predicts impact associated with moderate 
dissolved and entrained hydrocarbon exposure is limited to 
shallow waters and, therefore, invertebrate benthic habitats less 

CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
CM14: Operational and Scientific Monitoring Plan 
(OSMP) 
CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity 



than 30 m deep. Planktonic phase of invertebrates, although 
expected to be more vulnerable than adult phase to presence of 
in-water hydrocarbon exposure, are expected to exhibit rapid 
recovery rate due to mass spawning behaviours of many species, 
along with ocean current facilitating migration from unaffected 
areas.  It is expected that plankton communities will establish over 
weeks to months once background water quality conditions have 
re-established. As such any impact on larval phased is expected 
to be localised and of short duration.  
 
Controls measures including an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP) and Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program 
(OSMP) are in place to reduce the likelihood of a spill events to 
Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event 
occur, thus reducing the potential environmental impacts. These 
systems are well practiced and well understood. If an incident 
occurred, it would be restricted to invertebrate habitats in 
shallower water and shoreline and would be unlikely to impede 
the recovery of invertebrates and associated food chains within 
the South-East bioregion. 
 
In the extremely unlikely event of a significant incident, a 
precautionary exclusion from fishing grounds can be expected 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons, as such providing confidence to consumers in 
fisheries tainting.  This is expected to be short-term displacement 
for offshore fisheries such as the giant crab fishery.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will hold financial assurance for the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program, as per the OPGGS Act and 
the Environment Regulations for undertaking a petroleum activity 
under a petroleum title.  The FA is calculated using an 
independently-validated, NOPSEMA-endorsed method to 
estimate the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
liabilities associated with response, clean up, and monitoring the 
impacts of an escape of petroleum; and will be available in an 
appropriate form, maintained and accessible. 

422 3984, 4639 Objection Relevant person requested 
ConocoPhillips Australia 
drill elsewhere else as they 
are trying to re-build the 
fragile giant crab biomass. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has made a 
commitment to undertake exploration activities within the 
VIC/P79 and T/49P permit area, as agreed with NOPTA. 
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 
2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake petroleum 
activities in a manner that does not interfere with the activities of 
others to a greater extent than is necessary for the reasonable 
exercise of the rights and performance of the duties we are 
permitted to carry out.   
 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 



Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere 
with the operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries through 
temporary displacement, we believe we can sustainably coexist 
with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users 
and are committed to having a Commercial Marine Users 
Adjustment Protocol in place prior to the commencement of the 
program to address economic impact as a result of displacement. 
 
We do not predict any long-term impacts to giant crabs, or the 
giant crab fishery associated with our activities, as detailed in the 
draft Environment Plan chapters available online via our 
consultation hub: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/otway-exploration-drilling-
program-home 

424 3984, 4639 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding 
impacts to the life-cycle of 
giant crabs, affecting the 
biomass. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The impact assessment predicts the maximum extent of direct 
seabed disturbance is 0.037 km2. We will be completing seabed 
surveys and inspections prior to placing anchors on the seabed or 
commencing drilling to identify sensitive benthic features and 
receptors including giant crab habitat. There is no cause-effect 
pathway from our activity to effects on giant crab lifecycle or 
population which is resilient to 20-40 tonnes of removal of adults 
from the population each year. 

CM06: MODU Mooring Plan: Seabed surveys will 
be undertaken prior to finalising MODU position 
and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details 
will inform the well location and minimise impacts 
to the benthic environment and sensitive 
receptors. 

425 3984, 4223 Objection Relevant person requested 
unfettered access to 
fishing zone 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Offshore oil and gas operations have co-existed sustainably with 
the commercial fishing industry in Australia for over 60 years. 
Both industries have certain rights to undertake their respective 
activities in Commonwealth waters and often have a spatial 
overlap. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to consult with 
commercial fishers and industry associations, assess the potential 
impacts to both state and commonwealth managed fisheries, and 
ensure impacts are managed to as low as reasonably practicable 
and acceptable levels.   
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 
2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake petroleum 
activities in a manner that does not interfere with the activities of 
others to a greater extent than is necessary for the reasonable 
exercise of the rights and performance of the duties we are 
permitted to carry out.  During the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program, exclusion zones will need to be put in place ranging in 
size from a 500 m radius around seabed survey vessels and any 
towed equipment to a 2 km radius around the drill rig. These will 
be established prior to the commencement of seabed survey and 
drilling activities and will be communicated via notices to 
mariners.  
Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere 
with the operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries through 
temporary displacement, we believe we can sustainably coexist 
with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users 
and are committed to having a commercial fishing adjustment 
protocol in place prior to the commencement of the program to 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation 
and Communication Plan 
CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 



address economic impact as a result of displacement. We do not 
believe a full retirement of quota is an appropriate response to a 
short-term, recoverable activity. 
The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be assessed 
and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on 
feedback from consultation with other commercial marine 
operators who identified they could be potentially impacted by 
the petroleum activity. We will also be working towards a regional 
approach for compensation that minimises the potential for 
cumulative impacts to commercial fishers and will share more 
information on this as development progresses. 

426 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback that information 
presented relies on 
historical data, however 
fishers don't know where 
they will be fishing week-
to-week. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The impact assessment has taken into consideration historical 
fishing data collected over 10 years, accounting for annual 
variability and fluctuations over an extended period. Once the rig 
is in position it will be in a very clearly defined location, with 
notified exclusion zones in place for up to a maximum of 90 days.  
The largest exclusion zone represents a 2 km radius around the 
rig and occupies and area of 12.5 km2. This area is small in 
comparison the area of the fishery. 
 
Given that you've stated you don't know where you'll fish from 
week to week and that the giant crab fishing grounds have a 
broad distribution of catch history across a large geographical 
area, we expect that we won't interfere with your fishing 
operations provided we establish clear communication protocols 
on the water.  

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation 
and Communication Plan, including a Safe 
Operations Guide, detailing pre-activity and on-
water communication processes, including SMS 
messages and radio communication on Channel 
16.  
CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

427 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person stated 
ConocoPhillips Australia 
may drill in an area where 
they haven’t fished for 
over a decade. Relevant 
person provided feedback 
regarding handling market 
drivers around shifting 
peak market periods due 
to displacement.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be assessed 
and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on 
feedback from consultation with other commercial marine 
operators who identified they could be potentially impacted by 
the petroleum activity.   
 
During the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, exclusion zones 
will need to be put in place ranging in size from a 500 m radius 
around seabed survey vessels and any towed equipment to a 2 
km radius around the drill rig. These exclusions zone will be in 
effect for short periods, are small in comparison the area available 
for fishing, and are not predicted to affect market supply.  

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

428 3984, 4639 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback that the ongoing 
impact of displacement 
needs to be considered. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 
2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake petroleum 
activities in a manner that does not interfere with the activities of 
others to a greater extent than is necessary for the reasonable 
exercise of the rights and performance of the duties we are 
permitted to carry out.  During the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program, exclusion zones will need to be put in place ranging in 
size from a 500 m radius around seabed survey vessels and any 
towed equipment to a 2 km radius around the drill rig. These will 
be established prior to the commencement of seabed survey and 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 



drilling activities and will be communicated via notices to 
mariners.  
 
Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere 
with the operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries through 
temporary displacement, we believe we can sustainably coexist 
with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users 
and are committed to having a Commercial Marine Users 
Adjustment Protocol in place prior to the commencement of the 
program to address economic impact as a result of displacement. 

429 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person requested 
participation in 
development of the 
adjustment protocol. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be assessed 
and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on 
feedback from consultation with other commercial marine 
operators who identified they could be potentially impacted by 
the petroleum activity.   

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

1100 3984 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns that the 
program's activities, such 
as dropping anchors and 
drilling holes, could 
negatively impact the crab 
population. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that the activity presented in the 
Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys 
and exploration drilling with no cause-effect pathways identified 
for impacts to the long-term sustainability of the depleted 
Tasmanian GC fishery, noting that the operational area does not 
overlap areas of reportable vessel operation (>5 boats) for this 
fishery, or the sustainable Victorian GC fishery. Impact to crabs 
associated with seabed disturbance is assessed in EP Section 
6.3.5.3. 

N/A 

1101 3984 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about inevitable 
displacement, particularly 
in the areas west and 
south of Currie. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that the activity presented in the 
Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys 
and exploration drilling with no cause-effect pathways identified 
for impacts to the long-term sustainability of the depleted 
Tasmanian GC fishery, noting that the operational area does not 
overlap areas of reportable vessel operation (>5 boats) for this 
fishery, or the sustainable Victorian GC fishery.  

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

1531 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback that 
compensation will be 
minimal. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators (Otway) Adjustment 
Protocol, will be developed in consultation with fishers will be 
developed in consultation with fishing associations and individual 
fishers to ensure that commercial fishers’ claims can be assessed 
and compensated.  

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
295 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1995 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual with formal letter and attachments:  
 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-  Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview) 
- Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
- Independent regulator NOPSEMA's Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans – information for the community.  
 
Stated that individual had been contacted previously as COP team believe their functions, interest and activities as a license holder may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
 
-  Requested that if they wish to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond by 21/07/23. 

2319 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: letter of 29/06/23 Australia Post Verified as Delivered 
2697 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual letter previously sent via registered post on 29/06/23 as no response was provided.  

 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
• Independent regulator NOPSEMA's Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans – information for the community.  
 
Team noted that the consultation period had been extended to 03/09/23 and provided contact details. Also requested individual's preferred 
contact details.   

3614 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Letter confirming COP team's multiple contact attempts regarding relevant persons list and ceasing 
communication regarding ongoing consultation unless individual notifies otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
 
- Final assessment document regarding how we have assessed the environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and the control measures we have 
identified that will reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

3795 21/09/2023 Social Pinpoint Webinar 
Registration 

SOCIAL PINPOINT WEBINAR REGISTRATION: Individual registered for future webinars 

4080 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Letter of 19/09/23 Australia Post Verified as Delivered.  
3826 25/09/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL:  From individual. Team missed call. Individual left voice mail message requesting conversation regarding Otway 

drilling exploration. 
3822 26/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. No answer. Unable to leave message. 
3841 28/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual who advised they were unable to talk, individual committed to calling back. 
3845 28/09/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: in response to registered letter 19/09/23 to express concern about the correspondence and the proposed activity.  

 
- Individual stated this was the first time they had been contacted.  
- Explained their functions, interests and activities. 
 
Individual requested:  
- Details on how COP team had attempted to contact them previously. 
- Details on the proposed drilling positions and depth contours for drilling.  
 
COP team requested: 
 
- The correct email address which the individual provided.  
- COP team also suggested meeting with COP Australia to which the individual agreed  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
COP team offered to post a high-res A3 copy of the map.  

3846 28/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual stating Teams meeting invitation had been sent and requested confirmation of receipt.  
3856 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals asking if they were ready to attend Teams meeting with COP team to discuss the proposed drilling 

activity. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3842 5/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent individual registered post containing A3 coloured exploration mapping with coordinates as 
requested in prior phone conversation on 28/09/23. 

3984 5/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With individual 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Formally outlined the project and informed individual how to find further information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Discussed topics such as seabed hazard surveys; exploration drilling; the Victorian GC Fishery. 
• Outlined potential interference with seasonal operations of the fishery.  
• Explained that no seismic activity was planned, and the project is exploratory only – not long-term. 
• Detailed anticipated timelines, scope of activities, safe navigation areas, and safety, cautionary and exclusion zones. 
• Individual explained potential impacts - in particular oil spills; lack of specific research on seabed disturbance; losses to business. 
• Explained commercial operators’ adjustment protocol (independent); compensation issues and market drivers – need a streamlined process. 
• Confirm individual’s information as sensitive. 

3948 5/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence 
regarding draft meeting notes from meeting held on 02/10/23.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individual for meeting to discuss their objections and claims about the commercial impact of the proposed drilling activity in the 
Otway Basin. 
• Advised they had included meeting notes for their review and contribution. 
• Requested that they make necessary changes and send back for finalisation. Otherwise, if meeting notes were accurate, please advise ACCEPT 
for inclusion as sensitive information.  
• Noted they had posted a copy of map of operational area and permit area with coordinates via registered mail to individual. 
• Team advised the would be in touch soon to provide a written response to individuals objections and claims regarding the EP content.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Attached: 
• Draft meeting notes. 
• Copy of presentation and the relevant Environment Plan chapter.  

4000 9/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Response to previous email sent on 05/10/23 regarding meeting notes and request for further discussion.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Confirmed that they would review information and revert back. 
• Individual requested further discussion. 

3996 9/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email following up 
on their request on 09/10/23 for further discussion.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Noted consultation pause and highlighted any objections and claims raised in subsequent conversations will be noted. 
• A written response would be provided after EP submission.  

4223 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Formal response to feedback, objections and claims was attached. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Stated that project can sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users. 
• Explained commitment to a commercial fishing adjustment to address economic impact as a result of displacement.  
• Confirmed working towards a regional approach for compensation. 
• Invited individual to contact COP team if needing further information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4639 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with formal letter in response to objections and claims raised during a meeting on 2/20/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• A formal response was attached that addressed feedback, objections and claims. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Provided answers to concerns about potential impacts such as (in particular) displacement; oil spills; seabed disturbance; losses to business. 
• Confirmed COP approach to relating to peak bodies and broad consultation in matters such as commercial operators’ adjustment protocol and 
compensation. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  



 



– ORG ID 138 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  C OLVER is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  C OLVER resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol; CM06: MODU Mooring Plan; CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP); CM14: Operational and Scientific 
Monitoring Plan (OSMP); CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity. Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes included in ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan were also detailed in 
response to feedback(s) raised. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from  C OLVER’s preferred method of consultation.  C OLVER advised that they would engage directly and registered their details via Social Pinpoint 
Webinar Registration (Event IDs 3795, 3845). ConocoPhillips Australia engaged with  in a virtual meeting in October 2023 (Event ID 3984), directly via email (Event IDs: 162, 2697, 3856, 3948, 
3996, 4223, 4639, 5315), telephone call (Event IDs: 3841, 3845), SMS (Event ID 3846), and registered mail (Event IDs: 1995, 2319, 3485, 3922, 3842). ConocoPhillips Australia provided  C OLVER with 
regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1157, 1205, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a high-resolution 
A3 coloured copy of exploration mapping with coordinates as requested by relevant person, sent by registered mail (Event IDs: 3845, 3842).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 295). Information from Event ID 3984 was 
requested to be treated as sensitive and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information Report (SIR). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 17 May 2023:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 162). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1205). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 162). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 162). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157, 162). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 162). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1157). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 



Additional tailored information provided to  with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 High-resolution A3 coloured copy of exploration mapping with coordinates as requested by relevant person, sent by registered mail (Event IDs: 3845, 3842). 
 Response to objections and claims was provided in November 2023 (Event ID 4639). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 17 May 2023 (over a period of 182 days) at the latest.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

 Response to all objections and claims was provided in November 2023 (Event ID 4639), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 
During consultation with , 1 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities.   
During consultation, raised 11 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1393 3984 The relevant person's family 
has spent a lifetime building 
an asset and is completely 
dependent on the income it 
generates. 

ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that the activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling with no cause-effect pathways identified for impacts to the long-term sustainability of the depleted Tasmanian GC 
fishery, noting that the operational area does not overlap areas of reportable vessel operation (>5 boats) for this fishery, or the 
sustainable Victorian GC fishery. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

421 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding impacts 
of spills on giant crabs. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Benthic assemblages and invertebrates exhibit a low sensitivity 
to hydrocarbon spills in the marine environment. Impacts to 
adult crustaceans, such as giant crab, is reduced as a result of 

CM13: NOPSEMA Accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
CM14: Operational and Scientific 



the presence of an exoskeleton.  Adult marine invertebrates 
and larvae usually reside within benthic substrates and pelagic 
waters and modelling predicts impact associated with 
moderate dissolved and entrained hydrocarbon exposure is 
limited to shallow waters and, therefore, invertebrate benthic 
habitats less than 30 m deep. Planktonic phase of 
invertebrates, although expected to be more vulnerable than 
adult phase to presence of in-water hydrocarbon exposure, 
are expected to exhibit rapid recovery rate due to mass 
spawning behaviours of many species, along with ocean 
current facilitating migration from unaffected areas.  It is 
expected that plankton communities will establish over weeks 
to months once background water quality conditions have re-
established. As such any impact on larval phased is expected 
to be localised and of short duration.  
 
Controls measures including an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
(OPEP) and Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program 
(OSMP) are in place to reduce the likelihood of a spill events to 
Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event 
occur, thus reducing the potential environmental impacts. 
These systems are well practiced and well understood. If an 
incident occurred, it would be restricted to invertebrate 
habitats in shallower water and shoreline and would be 
unlikely to impede the recovery of invertebrates and 
associated food chains within the South-East bioregion. 
 
In the extremely unlikely event of a significant incident, a 
precautionary exclusion from fishing grounds can be expected 
until water quality monitoring verifies the absence of residual 
hydrocarbons, as such providing confidence to consumers in 
fisheries tainting.  This is expected to be short-term 
displacement for offshore fisheries such as the giant crab 
fishery.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia will hold financial assurance for the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program, as per the OPGGS Act and 
the Environment Regulations for undertaking a petroleum 
activity under a petroleum title.  The FA is calculated using an 
independently-validated, NOPSEMA-endorsed method to 
estimate the greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and 
liabilities associated with response, clean up, and monitoring 
the impacts of an escape of petroleum; and will be available in 
an appropriate form, maintained and accessible. 

Monitoring Plan (OSMP) 
CM18: Financial assurance for 
offshore activity 

422 3984, 4639 Objection Relevant person requested 
ConocoPhillips Australia drill 
elsewhere else as they are 
trying to re-build the fragile 
giant crab biomass. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by 
the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration 
activities within the VIC/P79 and T/49P permit area, as agreed 
with NOPTA. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 



 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
Act 2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake 
petroleum activities in a manner that does not interfere with 
the activities of others to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the reasonable exercise of the rights and performance of the 
duties we are permitted to carry out.   
 
Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and State 
fisheries through temporary displacement, we believe we can 
sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other 
marine and coastal users and are committed to having a 
Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol in place prior 
to the commencement of the program to address economic 
impact as a result of displacement. 
 
We do not predict any long-term impacts to giant crabs, or 
the giant crab fishery associated with our activities, as detailed 
in the draft Environment Plan chapters available online via our 
consultation hub: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway
-exploration-drilling-program/otway-exploration-drilling-
program-home 

424 3984, 4639 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding impacts 
to the life-cycle of giant 
crabs, affecting the biomass. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

The impact assessment predicts the maximum extent of direct 
seabed disturbance is 0.037 km2. We will be completing 
seabed surveys and inspections prior to placing anchors on 
the seabed or commencing drilling to identify sensitive benthic 
features and receptors including giant crab habitat. There is no 
cause-effect pathway from our activity to effects on giant crab 
lifecycle or population which is resilient to 20-40 tonnes of 
removal of adults from the population each year. 

CM06: MODU Mooring Plan: 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken 
prior to finalising MODU position 
and location of mooring 
equipment, and prior to installing 
or removing the wellhead. These 
details will inform the well location 
and minimise impacts to the 
benthic environment and sensitive 
receptors. 

425 3984, 4223 Objection Relevant person requested 
unfettered access to fishing 
zone 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Offshore oil and gas operations have co-existed sustainably 
with the commercial fishing industry in Australia for over 60 
years. Both industries have certain rights to undertake their 
respective activities in Commonwealth waters and often have a 
spatial overlap. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to consult 
with commercial fishers and industry associations, assess the 
potential impacts to both state and commonwealth managed 
fisheries, and ensure impacts are managed to as low as 
reasonably practicable and acceptable levels.   
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
Act 2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake 
petroleum activities in a manner that does not interfere with 
the activities of others to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the reasonable exercise of the rights and performance of the 
duties we are permitted to carry out.  During the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, exclusion zones will need to be 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication 
Plan 
CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 



put in place ranging in size from a 500 m radius around 
seabed survey vessels and any towed equipment to a 2 km 
radius around the drill rig. These will be established prior to 
the commencement of seabed survey and drilling activities 
and will be communicated via notices to mariners.  
Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and State 
fisheries through temporary displacement, we believe we can 
sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other 
marine and coastal users and are committed to having a 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the program to address economic impact 
as a result of displacement. We do not believe a full retirement 
of quota is an appropriate response to a short-term, 
recoverable activity. 
The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be 
assessed and compensated. The protocol will also be 
developed based on feedback from consultation with other 
commercial marine operators who identified they could be 
potentially impacted by the petroleum activity. We will also be 
working towards a regional approach for compensation that 
minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial 
fishers and will share more information on this as development 
progresses. 

426 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback that information 
presented relies on historical 
data, however fishers don't 
know where they will be 
fishing week-to-week. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

The impact assessment has taken into consideration historical 
fishing data collected over 10 years, accounting for annual 
variability and fluctuations over an extended period. Once the 
rig is in position it will be in a very clearly defined location, 
with notified exclusion zones in place for up to a maximum of 
90 days.  The largest exclusion zone represents a 2 km radius 
around the rig and occupies and area of 12.5 km2. This area is 
small in comparison the area of the fishery. 
 
Given that you've stated you don't know where you'll fish from 
week to week and that the giant crab fishing grounds have a 
broad distribution of catch history across a large geographical 
area, we expect that we won't interfere with your fishing 
operations provided we establish clear communication 
protocols on the water.  

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication 
Plan, including a Safe Operations 
Guide, detailing pre-activity and 
on-water communication 
processes, including SMS 
messages and radio 
communication on Channel 16.  
CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 

427 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person stated 
ConocoPhillips Australia may 
drill in an area where they 
haven’t fished for over a 
decade. Relevant person 
provided feedback regarding 
handling market drivers 
around shifting peak market 
periods due to displacement.  

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be 
assessed and compensated. The protocol will also be 
developed based on feedback from consultation with other 
commercial marine operators who identified they could be 
potentially impacted by the petroleum activity.   
 
During the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, exclusion 
zones will need to be put in place ranging in size from a 500 
m radius around seabed survey vessels and any towed 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 



equipment to a 2 km radius around the drill rig. These 
exclusions zone will be in effect for short periods, are small in 
comparison the area available for fishing, and are not 
predicted to affect market supply.  

428 3984, 4639 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback that the ongoing 
impact of displacement 
needs to be considered. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
Act 2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake 
petroleum activities in a manner that does not interfere with 
the activities of others to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the reasonable exercise of the rights and performance of the 
duties we are permitted to carry out.  During the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, exclusion zones will need to be 
put in place ranging in size from a 500 m radius around 
seabed survey vessels and any towed equipment to a 2 km 
radius around the drill rig. These will be established prior to 
the commencement of seabed survey and drilling activities 
and will be communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and State 
fisheries through temporary displacement, we believe we can 
sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other 
marine and coastal users and are committed to having a 
Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol in place prior 
to the commencement of the program to address economic 
impact as a result of displacement. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 

429 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person requested 
participation in development 
of the adjustment protocol. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be 
assessed and compensated. The protocol will also be 
developed based on feedback from consultation with other 
commercial marine operators who identified they could be 
potentially impacted by the petroleum activity.   

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 

1100 3984 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns that the program's 
activities, such as dropping 
anchors and drilling holes, 
could negatively impact the 
crab population. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that the activity presented in 
the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling with no cause-effect pathways 
identified for impacts to the long-term sustainability of the 
depleted Tasmanian GC fishery, noting that the operational 
area does not overlap areas of reportable vessel operation (>5 
boats) for this fishery, or the sustainable Victorian GC fishery. 
Impact to crabs associated with seabed disturbance is 
assessed in EP Section 6.3.5.3. 

N/A 

1101 3984 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about inevitable 
displacement, particularly in 
the areas west and south of 
Currie. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that the activity presented in 
the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed 
surveys and exploration drilling with no cause-effect pathways 
identified for impacts to the long-term sustainability of the 
depleted Tasmanian GC fishery, noting that the operational 
area does not overlap areas of reportable vessel operation (>5 
boats) for this fishery, or the sustainable Victorian GC fishery.  

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 



1531 3984, 4639 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback that compensation 
will be minimal. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

CM04: Commercial Marine Operators (Otway) Adjustment 
Protocol, will be developed in consultation with fishers will be 
developed in consultation with fishing associations and 
individual fishers to ensure that commercial fishers’ claims can 
be assessed and compensated.  

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

162 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1995 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual with formal letter and attachments:  
 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-  Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview) 
- Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
- Independent regulator NOPSEMA's Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans – information for the community.  
 
Stated that individual had been contacted previously as COP team believe their functions, interest and activities as a license holder may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
 
-  Requested that if they wish to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond by 21/07/23. 

2319 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: letter of 29/06/23 Australia Post Verified as Delivered 

2697 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual letter previously sent via registered post on 29/06/23 as no response was provided.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
• Independent regulator NOPSEMA's Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans – information for the community.  
 
Team noted that the consultation period had been extended to 03/09/23 and provided contact details. Also requested individual's preferred contact details.   

3485 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual with letter confirming multiple contact attempts regarding relevant persons list and ceasing 
communication regarding ongoing consultation unless stakeholder notifies otherwise.  
 
Included: 
 
- A final assessment document regarding environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and the control measures identified that will reduce impacts and risks 
to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

3795 21/09/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Webinar 
Registration 

SOCIAL PINPOINT WEBINAR REGISTRATION: Individual registered for future webinars 

3922 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: letter of 19/09/23 Australia Post Verified as Delivered.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3826 25/09/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL:  From individual. Team missed call. Individual left voice mail message requesting conversation regarding Otway drilling 
exploration. 

3822 26/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. No answer. Unable to leave message. 
3841 28/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual who advised they were unable to talk, individual committed to calling back. 
3845 28/09/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: in response to registered letter 19/09/23 to express concern about the correspondence and the proposed activity.  

 
- Individual stated this was the first time they had been contacted.  
- Explained their functions, interests and activities. 
 
Individual requested:  
- Details on how COP team had attempted to contact them previously. 
- Details on the proposed drilling positions and depth contours for drilling.  
 
COP team requested: 
 
- The correct email address which the individual provided.  
- COP team also suggested meeting with COP Australia to which the individual agreed  
 
COP team offered to post a high-res A3 copy of the map.  

3846 28/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual stating Teams meeting invitation had been sent and requested confirmation of receipt.  
3856 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals asking if they were ready to attend Teams meeting with COP team to discuss the proposed drilling activity. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3842 5/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent individual registered post containing A3 coloured exploration mapping with coordinates as requested in prior 
phone conversation on 28/09/23. 

3984 5/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With individual 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Formally outlined the project and informed individual how to find further information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Discussed topics such as seabed hazard surveys; exploration drilling; the Victorian GC Fishery. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined potential interference with seasonal operations of the fishery.  
• Explained that no seismic activity was planned, and the project is exploratory only – not long-term. 
• Detailed anticipated timelines, scope of activities, safe navigation areas, and safety, cautionary and exclusion zones. 
• Individual explained potential impacts - in particular oil spills; lack of specific research on seabed disturbance; losses to business. 
• Explained commercial operators’ adjustment protocol (independent); compensation issues and market drivers – need a streamlined process. 
• Confirm individual’s information as sensitive. 

3948 5/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence regarding draft 
meeting notes from meeting held on 02/10/23.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team thanked individual for meeting to discuss their objections and claims about the commercial impact of the proposed drilling activity in the Otway 
Basin. 
• Advised they had included meeting notes for their review and contribution. 
• Requested that they make necessary changes and send back for finalisation. Otherwise, if meeting notes were accurate, please advise ACCEPT for inclusion 
as sensitive information.  
• Noted they had posted a copy of map of operational area and permit area with coordinates via registered mail to individual. 
• Team advised the would be in touch soon to provide a written response to individuals objections and claims regarding the EP content.  
 
Attached: 
• Draft meeting notes. 
• Copy of presentation and the relevant Environment Plan chapter.  

4000 9/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Response to previous email sent on 05/10/23 regarding meeting notes and request for further discussion.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Confirmed that they would review information and revert back. 
• Individual requested further discussion. 

3996 9/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email following up on their 
request on 09/10/23 for further discussion.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Noted consultation pause and highlighted any objections and claims raised in subsequent conversations will be noted. 
• A written response would be provided after EP submission.  

4223 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Formal response to feedback, objections and claims was attached. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Stated that project can sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users. 
• Explained commitment to a commercial fishing adjustment to address economic impact as a result of displacement.  
• Confirmed working towards a regional approach for compensation. 
• Invited individual to contact COP team if needing further information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4639 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with formal letter in response to objections and claims raised during a meeting on 2/20/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• A formal response was attached that addressed feedback, objections and claims. 
• Provided answers to concerns about potential impacts such as (in particular) displacement; oil spills; seabed disturbance; losses to business. 
• Confirmed COP approach to relating to peak bodies and broad consultation in matters such as commercial operators’ adjustment protocol and 
compensation. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 139 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 168, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050) 
and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1850, 2247, 3492, 3927). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 168). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 168) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1850).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 168). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1850). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 168).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1850) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days).   



 

 
  

 
  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

168 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed AUSTRAL FISHERIES  PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, AUSTRAL FISHERIES PTY LTD raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1850 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:   
 
Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person.  
 
Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program.  
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:   
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Information Sheet 1 (Consultation)  
Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview)  
Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing)  
Information Sheet 10 (Project Update)  
External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.   
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.    

2247 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.  Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·  ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3492 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:   
 
COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity.  
 
Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity.  
 
Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed.  
 
Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable.  
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided.  

3927 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited – ORG ID 140 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited is an eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Greenpeace Australia Pacific Limited is a registered environmental charity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA 
PACIFIC LIMITED engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED’s preferred method of consultation an communicated via Email (Event ID 616) and campaign email correspondence (Event 
ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3859;4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Throughout the consultation period ConocoPhillips Australia provided numerous updates as they became available to GREENPEACE 
AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED. During this time, only automated messages were received from the organisation (Event ID(s) 1773; 1772; 2786; 3405; 3294).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050) 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 24 August 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 616). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 616). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3050). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4879). 
 Link to the Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 4879) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED between 13 March 2023 and 24 August 2023 a period of 164 days.  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, GREENPEACE AUSTRALIA PACIFIC LIMITED raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1773 13/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
616 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 

program in the offshore Otway Basin.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1772 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback 
could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2786 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions 
of the draft EP chapters. 

3405 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3294 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 
for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and 
provided contact details to do so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; 
and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary 
is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with 
offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 
which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 
proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and 
how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 
the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub 
or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 
the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub 
or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational 
and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed 
Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons 
and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our 
assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 142 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 2806, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 
1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2868, 3200, 3493, 3929). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2806). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2806) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2806). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 2806).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



  
  

      
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2806 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023.  Conoco  Phillips  Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. between  27 February  2023 and  8 June  2023 (over a period of 101  days).

By the time of submission, Conoco  Phillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and  information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, AUSTRALIAN FISHING ENTERPRISES PTY. LTD. raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2868 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

3200 18/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3493 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3929 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 143 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BROS. PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BROS. PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 413, 535), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2882, 3245, 3716, 4770). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 413). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 413) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3245) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3245).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 413). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3245). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 413).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3245.) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 BROS. PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  BROS. PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  BROS. PTY  LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation,  BROS. PTY. LTD. raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

413 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2882 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3245 18/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3716 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4770 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Clean Ocean Foundation – ORG ID 144 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Clean Ocean Foundation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Clean Ocean Foundation was identified via Consultation Hub (Newsletter Sign-Up). 
 Clean Ocean Foundation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Clean Ocean Foundation is an eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Clean Ocean Foundation is an Australian Charity whose aim is to reduce all forms of ocean pollution 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) recognises the important work that the Clean Ocean Foundation does in its commitment to the protection of the oceanic environment. COPA provided Clean Ocean Foundation 
with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Clean Ocean Foundation engaged and provided information about its concerns regarding the project and its 
potential impact through the Public Comment process.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Clean Ocean Foundation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4479; 2434; 1807; 2816; 2852 5119; 5106; 5112 5120), community 
sessions (Event ID(s) 1087; 1364), and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Clean Ocean Foundation initially registered for 
updates via Social Pinpoint (Event ID: 1074) and after attendance at a community session (Event ID: 1087). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided updates to Clean Ocean Foundation as they 
became available. Clean Ocean Foundation attended an additional Community Session (Event ID: 1364) and provided feedback within the form of a Public Comment (Event ID: 4966) outlining their concerns about 
the proposed exploration drilling project. ConocoPhillips Australia provided a formal written response to the objections and claims raised via email (Event ID 5106). ConocoPhillips Australia has also continued to 
keep the organisation informed by providing project updates. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 separate assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Public comment period 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Clean Ocean Foundation, with 26 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ 
table below (Event ID 4966). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Clean Ocean Foundation following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 
through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5106, 5119).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to Clean Ocean Foundation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 17 April 2023 and 24 August 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1087). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1087). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Clean Ocean Foundation, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
Clean Ocean Foundation received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 207 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Clean Ocean Foundation between 17 April 2023 and 24 August 2023 a period of 129 days.  
 
During consultation, Clean Ocean Foundation raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) however, they responded with 1 Public Comment which addressed 26 matters which were thoroughly assessed (Event ID 4966). The outcome of those assessments is shown 
in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Clean Ocean Foundation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Clean Ocean Foundation raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

617 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The South-West Coast Scientific Group of the 
Clean Ocean Foundation comprises three retired 
academics, a Marine Biologist, a Medical 
Academic and a Physicist. We have a combined 
50 years’ experience in Marine Sciences and 35 
years in evaluation of research for policy 
development. We confirm that the Clean Ocean 
Foundation is recognised by NOPSEMA as a 
relevant person. We believe that the 
Environmental Plan (EP) should be rejected on 
the following grounds. The Australian 
Government is currently developing National 
Anthropogenic Underwater Noise Guidelines, 
which include an update to EPBC Act Policy 
Statement 2.1 - Interaction between offshore 
seismic exploration and whales: Industry 
guidelines. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the development of National Anthropogenic Underwater Noise 
Guidelines, which include an update to EPBC Act Policy Statement 2.1, to be of high merit. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation (VSP) and geophysical surveys (SBP). 
Even though ConocoPhillips Australia is not conducting a marine seismic survey, they have proposed to use highly 
conservative seismic survey control measures for short -term VSP activities, such as pre-start observations and soft-starts, as 
described in the Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N). 
Any changes to impact assessments or mitigation measures, needed as a result of the release of the underwater noise 
guidelines and policy statement 2.1, will be addressed through the Management of Change process described in EP section 
10.2.7 (Management of Change), located within the Implementation Strategy for the EP (EP Chapter 10). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

619 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

Where are the wells located? Why haven’t they 
been marked on the maps? It is impossible to 
assess the impact of the drilling itself and the 
subsequent testing on the surrounding 
ecosystem unless the reader knows where they 
are. What is ConocoPhillips hiding if they are not 
prepared to identify the locations? Are there 
going to be more of them in the future? 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with drilling activities that 
may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may 
result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case 
impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts 
and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to 
reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced 
number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a 
sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process 
assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most 
significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly 
conservative approach, with mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood 
of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 
Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for which 
approval is being sought under this EP.  



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

622 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The importance of krill, the keystone species in 
this ecosystem in the Environmental Plan, and 
biased and inaccurate assessment of the threat to 
plankton and inadequate recognition of that 
effect on the entire ecosystem. The Operational 
Area (OA) is where baleen whales (e.g. Pygmy 
Blue and Southern Right Whales) eat plankton. 
This means that any significant impact on 
keystone species has a cascading and widespread 
impact on the ecological community they 
support. The proposed ConocoPhillips 
operational area is 4,507.5 km2 in depths ranging 
from 53 to 500m potentially impacting roughly 
1,250 km3 of oceanic habitat. We know that the 
noise associated with seismic blasting kills or 
seriously debilitates many zooplankton 
species21,43, including killing krill larvae at least 
up to 1.2 km from the source of the sound. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on krill 
(Nyctiphanes australis) to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure the importance of this 
species was adequately described. 
The importance of krill is described throughout EP Chapter 4 (Description of the Environment), in Sections 4.4.9.1 (Bonney 
Coast Upwelling), 4.4.9.4 (Upwelling East of Eden), 4.6.3 (Plankton – Krill), 4.6.3.1 (Bonney Coast Upwelling), 4.6.4 (Marine 
Invertebrates), 4.6.7 (Seabirds and Shorebirds), 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals). 
 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for 
injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural 
spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton 
species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted impacts to 
plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained in the water column for 
several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic 
organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem 
function are not predicted. Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast 
through Bass Strait to central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 
1982, in IMAS 2011). There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through 
all months with as many as three generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled 
with its high growth rate means that Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound emissions, as 
stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing only 6 exploration 
well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. 
within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). 
Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term 
activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.  
Impacts to prey species/ plankton (which includes zooplankton/krill) associated with light emissions are detailed in EP 
Sections 6.4.5.2 (Conservation Values and Sensitivities), with no population level impacts predicted.  
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to these claims.   

634 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

While ConocoPhillips has acknowledged that 
their acoustic surveys will impact zooplankton 
they have failed acknowledged the extent to 
which this is an issue. As is the case with previous 
applications of this type, key and significant 
information has been left out of the document 
and citations of sources of evidence have been 
incorrectly applied or studies referred to that 
have been thoroughly discredited. McCauley et 
al. showed that seismic discharges kill krill larvae 
up to 1.2 km from the sound source (sound 
discharges from VSP systems are of a similar 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
zooplankton and krill to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species 
are adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation and geophysical surveys as described in detail above. 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for 
injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural 
spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton 
species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted impacts to 
plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained in the water column for 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

magnitude. Assuming that the mortality of krill 
larvae is accurate (McCauley et al.21) and the 
operational area is 4,507.5 km2, the proposed 
survey has the potential to kill all krill larvae 
across the entire survey. The Clean Ocean 
Foundation wishes to see that the importance of 
plankton, especially krill, is better described in the 
EP. The Clean Ocean Foundation requests 
NOPSEMA to withhold approval until the 
application for an extension of the BIA has been 
decided by DCCEEW. 

several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic 
organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem 
function are not predicted. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who operate 
under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, government and 
the research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of data from works published by 
CSIRO, including Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered representative of the subject matter. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass Strait to 
central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 2011). 
There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through all months with as 
many as three generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled with its high growth 
rate means that Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound emissions, as 
stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing only 6 exploration 
well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. 
within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). 
Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term 
activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to these claims.   

639 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation regards these risks 
to the marine fauna as reason to reject the 
ConocoPhillips application and EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claim regarding the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 
marine fauna to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that risk are adequately assessed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has conducted an in-depth environmental risk assessment (Section 7) which has assessed risks to 
biological receptors including marine fauna, from all risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Risks 
include Loss of Materials or Waste Overboard (Section 7.2), Minor Loss of Containment (7.3), Interaction with Marine Fauna 
(7.4), Introduction, Establishment and Spread of IMS (Section 7.5), Marine Diesel Oil Release(Section 7.6), Loss of Well Control 
(Section 7.7) and Spill Response Activities (Section 7.8).  
ConocoPhillips Australia considered that risks have been adequately considered and assessed and have not updated the EP 
in response to this comment. 

643 5119, 5112, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation asks ConocoPhillips 
to accurately represent the findings of McCauley 
et al. The Clean Ocean Foundation asks 
ConocoPhillips to desist from quoting Richardson 
et al. until their report has been peer-reviewed 
and published in the literature, and not just by 
APPEA/CSIRO. The Clean Ocean Foundation asks 
NOPSEMA to set aside any studies funded by the 
industry lobby group APPEA. This is apprehended 
bias, which prevents unprejudiced consideration 
of the facts and may result in selecting one 
preferred outcome over another, as we have 
indicated above. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding studies associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that relevant studies were assessed. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who operate 
under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, government and 
the research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of data from works published by 
CSIRO, including Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered representative of the subject matter. In 
addition, ConocoPhillips Australia believes that the references used in the EP, in conjunction with noise modelling conducted 
by Jasco Applied Sciences, provide comprehensive, recent studies to assess the impacts of noise on marine species.  

645 5112, 5120, 5119, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The impact of seismic surveys on fishes has not 
been widely addressed. Much of the work has 
been conducted using modelling approaches 
where estimates of impacts have been 
established based on the physical structure of 
various organs, the use of caged experimental 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on fish 
species to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were 
adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval.  
However, as stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

studies and laboratory research. The state of the 
science was reviewed by Carroll et al. who 
provided a detailed summary. After this paper 
there has only been one additional study of 
particular note. 

included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume 
of less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). 
VSP has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time 
scale (~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is 
conducted in the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole. 
The EP considers that sharks may be impacted by underwater sound. Sound exposure criteria thresholds and impacts to fish 
and sharks were identified using extensive peer review, published literature (referenced throughout EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7 
and listed in Chapter 13) and noise modelling was conducted by internationally renowned underwater noise specialist, Jasco 
Applied Sciences, for the EP (Appendix G). As described in detail in EP Section 6.7, noise modelling demonstrates that no 
impact to fish and sharks would be expected beyond 450m of the VSP source, and any impact inside 450 m will only be for 
the duration of the VSP activity which is limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.   
Due to the minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or 
extreme exposure to fish or shark species or have population level impacts. In addition, noise generated by VSP and SBP will 
be temporary and limited to short-term durations, with additional control measures in place to mitigate impacts to 
individuals from VSP including the use of soft-start procedures to give animals time to move away. 
Impacts associated with non-impulsive sound are detailed in EP Section 6.6 which predicts only localised behavioural 
impacts, such as avoidance. 
Additional information has been included in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan) to clarify that marine seismic 
surveys are not within the scope of this EP in response to these comments. 

648 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The application provides information on the 
impact of seismic discharge levels on fishes and 
sharks from modelling exercises, but there is no 
attempt to provide real world data or reference 
to even the scant published scientific literature 
available. The assumption appears to be that the 
area impacted is minimal and that thus the level 
of impact will follow. The impacted area is 
approximately 1250 km. This is not minimal. The 
Clean Ocean Foundation proposes that in our 
current state of limited knowledge, the 
Precautionary Principle should be applied. The 
Clean Ocean Foundation asks NOPSEMA to set 
aside any studies conducted by members of 
APPEA, i.e. The Australian Institute of Marine 
Sciences who were the first, last and seven of 
twelve authors. This is again bias, which prevents 
unprejudiced consideration of the facts and may 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on fish 
and shark species to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species 
were adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval.  
However, as stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 
included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume 
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result in selecting one preferred outcome over 
another, as we have indicated above. 

of less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). 
VSP has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time 
scale (~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is 
conducted in the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole. 
The EP considers that sharks may be impacted by underwater sound. Sound exposure criteria thresholds and impacts to fish 
and sharks were identified using extensive peer review, published literature (referenced throughout EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7 
and listed in Chapter 13) and noise modelling was conducted by internationally renowned underwater noise specialist, Jasco 
Applied Sciences, for the EP (Appendix G). As described in detail in EP Section 6.7, noise modelling demonstrates that no 
impact to fish and sharks would be expected beyond 450m of the VSP source, and any impact inside 450 m will only be for 
the duration of the VSP activity which is limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.   
Due to the minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or 
extreme exposure to fish or shark species or have population level impacts. In addition, noise generated by VSP and SBP will 
be temporary and limited to short-term durations, with additional control measures in place to mitigate impacts to 
individuals from VSP including the use of soft-start procedures to give animals time to move away. 
Impacts associated with non-impulsive sound are detailed in EP Section 6.6 which predicts only localised behavioural 
impacts, such as avoidance. 
The Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) is an Australian Government entity who operate under the provisions of the 
Australian Institute of Marine Science Act 1972. They areas Australia’s tropical marine research agency and are accountable to 
the Minister for the Environment and Water and is governed by a Council that reports to the Minister. Therefore, the 
utilisation of data from works published by AIMS is acceptable.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

651 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

Short fin eels have an immense cultural value for 
the indigenous peoples of South-West Victoria, 
forming the basis of a UNESCO World Heritage 
site at Budj Bim. Their cultural connection to the 
land and the eels stretches back 40 to 60 
thousand years which Australia has global 
responsibilities to protect. It is well known that 
seismic blasts kill fish. We also know that these 
surveys change the behaviour of fish: they can 
disorientate them and they can make them more 
vulnerable to predators, and other adverse 
impacts. Specific information about seismic blasts 
relating to short fin eels is absent but the effects 
on other kinds of eel are damaging. We have no 
reason to believe that short fin eels are any 
different. Adding an additional pressure to these 
already vulnerable animals is irresponsible and a 
breach of our duty to protect World Heritage 
sites and cultural traditions that may be 60,000 
years old and ignores consultation with 
Indigenous groups who venerate the importance 
of eels to their society 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on the short-finned eel to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were adequately identified and assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct a marine seismic survey as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. ConocoPhillips Australia's program involves seabed surveys, and drilling operations.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has previously provided information about the formation evaluation tool (Vertical Seismic Profiling 
(VSP)) for relevant persons in the Commercial Fishing Information Sheet 4 – May 2023, has extensively assessed the impacts 
of VSP to eels in EP Section 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), and has provided a comprehensive response to 
claims of impacts to eels under the Theme ‘Fish, Sharks, Invertebrates and Fisheries, within this Response Report.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the UNESCO World Heritage Status of Budj Bim and the cultural significance of Kooyang, 
the short-finned eel (Short-finned eel – Anguilla australis). Our knowledge is enhanced by the cultural heritage tour taken by 
a member of the project team, where the Gunditjmara cultural and economic significance of Kooyang at Tak Rae was 
explained, including the cycle of migration and reproduction.  
ConocoPhillips Australia will only operate exploration activities in habitats of significant importance to critically endangered 
species, or other critical habitat, where we can adequately mitigate impacts through mitigation hierarchy measures in 
accordance with our sustainable development management system, regulatory requirements and through local engagement.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is cognisant that the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) overlaps the Gunditjmara Sea 
Country Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) Consultation Area (Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with 
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation) and is also cognisant of the Gunditjmara Sea Country IPA program (the IPA program) 
and the need to align the codesign of the CHPP with the IPA program.  
Additional information was added to EP Section 4.6.5.3 (Eels) regarding the life-cycle and cultural significance of the short-
finned eel. 

653 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

Studies have shown that seismic blast surveys kill 
about 64% of zooplankton out to at least 1.2 km 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
plankton and eels, and the cultural significance of this species to First Nations peoples, to be of high merit  and have 
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from the sound source and so larval eels are 
almost certainly killed by these activities. 

reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species and values were adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often 
misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including 
downhole formation evaluation (VSP) and geophysical surveys (including SBP). 
As detailed in Section 6.7.6.1 of the EP, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) accredited report of sound exposure 
guidelines (Popper et al. 2014) defines three types of immediate effects to fish (including eels) from underwater sound 
emissions; mortality (including injury leading to death), recoverable injury (including injuries unlikely to result in mortality, 
such as hair cell damage, masking and minor haematoma), and TTS (such as reduction in hearing). Noise modelling was 
undertaken for the EP (Appendix G) which predicted the worst-case mortality, recoverable injury and TTS thresholds for fish 
species (including eels) to occur during VSP at maximum distances of only 30 m, 40 m, and 450 m, respectively, over 24 
hours of activity from the sound source.  
Further, a study conducted on anguilliform fish, such as eels, under experimental conditions found that the introduction of 
acoustic stimuli influenced the behaviour (i.e. increased swimming speeds, movements away from ensonified walls) of the 
river lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) and the European eel (Anguilla anguilla) but did not influence route selection and 
therefore didn’t influence movements of either species (Deleau et al. 2019). It was stated that the observed responses would 
likely be insufficient to induce a strong deterrent effect in the field if used in isolation (Deleau et al. 2019). Due to the 
temporary occurrence and short duration of impulsive noise emissions in combination with the minimal areas of impact from 
VSP (and SBP) impulsive sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or extreme exposure to fish species 
(including eels).  
ConocoPhillips has updated additional information in section 4.6.5.3 (Eels) to describe this species, and in the consequence 
evaluations in EP sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound – non-impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound – Impulsive) to clarify that the 
existing impact assessments address eels, in response to these claims. 

655 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

As detailed elsewhere, air-gun discharges are in 
fact explosions and have a well-documented 
history alluding to their impact on marine 
mammals. Potential impacts of noise include 
interruption of essential behaviours, masking 
signals of interest (e.g., the sounds of predators, 
conspecifics or prey), displacement from crucial 
habitat, direct physical injury including temporary 
or permanent hearing loss and in extreme cases, 
death. The Clean Ocean Foundation asks that 
ConocoPhillips justifies the use of 10 kilometres as 
the safe range. The Clean Ocean Foundation asks 
that ConocoPhillips complies with the EPBC Act. 
The Clean Ocean Foundation contends that the 
EP is inconsistent with the Blue Whale 
Conservation Management Plan and we 
respectfully request NOPSEMA to not accept the 
EP. In addition to the above, we can demonstrate 
from the scientific literature that the impact of 
seismic surveys, regardless of the modelled 
sound levels, propagation or received sounds by 
whales, has impacts well beyond the specified 10 
km range. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
these impacts are adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not proposed a 10 km ‘safe range’ or ‘safe levels’. ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an 
international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling (Appendix G) to determine highly conservate distances to effect 
thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed literature to determine relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. 
As stated in Chapter 6.6 certain activities within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation 
of continuous underwater sound emissions including drilling activities and the operation of vessels and the MODU. 
• The operation of vessels is essential for offshore industry as they undertake several critical activities. Underwater sound 
emissions are generated from propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and operation of machinery 
and equipment. A maximum of 2 support/standby vessels will occur within 2 km of the MODU at one time. 
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration operations. Underwater sound emissions are generated 
onboard from equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, generators and machinery), thrusters and a smaller portion are transmitted 
through drilling activities (i.e., vibration of the drill during drilling) associated with the MODU. Drilling will occur for a 
maximum of 90 days per drilling location (maximum of 6). 
Six operational scenarios were identified as possible combinations of drilling and vessel activities resulting in continuous 
sound emissions. Each scenario was modelled at different locations across the operational areas and worst-case maximum 
distances were calculated (see Table 6-25 and 6-26) and used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation in the 
continuous underwater sound emission impact assessment in Section 6.6.7. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation is conducted to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 
undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP). VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
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anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). Side-scan sonar 
(SSS) may also be used during geophysical surveys. Information collected using this technique is utilised by Geosciences 
Australia and many research institutes to map the seafloor. The geophysical surveys will last approximately 1 week at each 
potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume 
of less than 1,000 cubic inches, resulting sound pressure levels of approximately 216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 
2016). In comparison, seismic surveys involve wide-area, deep subsurface imaging which requires a larger volume airgun 
array for deep penetration with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic inches, resulting in SPL of approximately 238 dB re 1 
µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path lengths involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D 
and 3D marine seismic surveys which corresponds with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic source.  
https://appea.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CMST-Underwater-Sound-and-Vibration-from-Offshore-Activities.pdf 
Both non-impulsive and impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess 
noise induced impacts on species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold 
shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling report 
(Appendix G) SEL24h is a cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on the 
assumption that an animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The corresponding SEL24h radii 
therefore represent a worst-case scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would not stay in 
the same location for 24 hours. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling 
within the radius of the source will be injured, but rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with 
impairment if it remained in that location for 24 hours. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so 
that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 
regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

657 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requests a response 
from ConocoPhillips about how it will 
accommodate the information about whale 
movements and speed, and safe distance from 
seismic blasts. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
whales to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are 
adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation (VSP) and geophysical surveys (SBP). 
Noise modelling was undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). Section 6.7.2.1 of the EP states the sound exposure guidelines for 
the onset of Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for impulsive 
sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS and TTS for the largest 
conservative effect distance across all whales and was predicted for low-frequency cetaceans during VSP at maximum 
distances of 330 m and 2.39 km, respectively, over 24 hours of activity from the sound source. While behavioural responses 
for all whales excluding the southern right whale were predicted within 1.5 km of the sound source. To assess the potential 
behavioural responses by migrating southern right whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category 
has been applied thereby increasing the protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for southern right whale 
calf-cow pairs were therefore predicted to increase from 1.5 km to 6.48 km from the sound source. Any predicted impacts 
would be limited to a highly localised area of 2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term SBP and VSP 
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activities are undertaken for all whale species, excluding the southern right whale. Predicted impacts to the southern right 
whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term SBP and VSP activities are undertaken.  
Geophysical survey and VSP operations will be managed to ensure they are consistent with the Conservation Management 
Plans (CMPs) for the blue whale and the southern right whale. Further, a Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N, formerly 
Whale Management Plan) has been developed and outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to 
relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity 
surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities 
in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements. 
Therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact assessment of Moderate (3) for low-frequency cetaceans, including 
baleen whales, to be adequate. 
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 
these claims. 

660 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation believes that 
seismic surveys in the OA imperil large 
populations of vulnerable, threatened, 
endangered, and critically endangered birds, and 
that ConocoPhillips has not assessed the risks 
accurately 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on birds from impulsive sound to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. Regarding claims of impacts on Southern Rockhopper Penguins off Marion Island and 
Saldhana Bay, these were the result of detonating explosives on the seabed and are not considered relevant to the 
assessment of impacts associated with the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, which involves short duration 
seabed surveys and exploratory drilling. 
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical 
surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. Each discharge of the sound source 
from VSP generates a short, discrete, low frequency sound impulse, which rapidly decreases with distance from the source. 
The sound energy generated by VSP is much lower than conventional 3D seismic surveys. In addition, seismic surveys are 
undertaken over large areas whereas the sound energy from VSP is focussed towards the seabed in close proximity to the 
borehole only. VSP produces impulsive sound and is a short-duration activity limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well (at 6 
wells). 
• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys include impulsive sound generated by a range of techniques including sub-bottom 
profiling (SBP). SBP systems operate at much lower source levels and operate at higher frequencies than seismic surveys. 
Geophysical surveys are of short duration, taking approximately 1 week to complete at each potential well location 
(maximum of 9 locations). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a comprehensive description of the existing environment, including the identification 
of seabirds potentially present within the operational areas.  Identification of species was based on the results of the EPBC 
Act Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) which identified little penguins as present within the wider EMBA, but not the 
operational areas.   

674 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Little Penguin is a tourist attraction around 
the Otway Basin. To the best of our knowledge, 
no research has been done on the effects of 
seismic blasting on the Little Penguin, or as 
significantly, on its prey species. There have been 
observational reports of the strong impact of 
blasting on Southern Rockhopper Penguins which 
were found floating unconscious near blast sites 
off Marion Island and Saldhana Bay, South Africa 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on little penguins to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to this species were adequately assessed.  
Response to matter B04 includes an assessment of impacts on penguin tourism in Victoria. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. Regarding claims of impacts on Southern Rockhopper Penguins off Marion Island and 
Saldhana Bay, these were the result of detonating explosives on the seabed and are not considered relevant to the 
assessment of impacts associated with the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, which involves short duration 
seabed surveys and exploratory drilling. 
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
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within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical 
surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. Each discharge of the sound source 
from VSP generates a short, discrete, low frequency sound impulse, which rapidly decreases with distance from the source. 
The sound energy generated by VSP is much lower than conventional 3D seismic surveys. In addition, seismic surveys are 
undertaken over large areas whereas the sound energy from VSP is focussed towards the seabed in close proximity to the 
borehole only. VSP produces impulsive sound and is a short-duration activity limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well (at 6 
wells). 
• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys include impulsive sound generated by a range of techniques including sub-bottom 
profiling (SBP). SBP systems operate at much lower source levels and operate at higher frequencies than seismic surveys. 
Geophysical surveys are of short duration, taking approximately 1 week to complete at each potential well location 
(maximum of 9 locations). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a comprehensive description of the existing environment, including the identification 
of seabirds potentially present within the operational areas.  Identification of species was based on the results of the EPBC 
Act Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) which identified little penguins as present within the wider EMBA, but not the 
operational areas.  Potential impacts on little penguins from impulsive underwater sound emissions have been assessed as 
Negligible (1) within EP Section 6.7.6.1.  
Little penguins are known to prey on small fish, squid and krill (DELWP 2017). Potential impacts to little penguin prey 
including fish and marine invertebrates are described in EP Section 6.7.6.1, which concludes Negligible (1) impacts based on: 
• Temporary behavioural impacts to fish such as startle responses or avoidance behaviours. 
• Temporarily detection of impulsive underwater noise by marine invertebrates that will not result in any effects. 
EP Section 6.7.6.1 describes that indirect impacts, such as displacement of prey species, will be limited to close proximity of 
the impulsive sound source. Given that the operational areas are more than 20 km from the little penguin foraging 
Biologically Important Area (BIA), the potential temporary displacement of prey species outside of the foraging BIA for little 
penguins is considered a Negligible (1) impact.  
Encounter rates with little penguins within the operational areas is expected to be low, as the operational area for T/49P is > 
20 km from the little penguin BIA, and the VIC/P79 operational area is approximately 20 km from the closest breeding colony 
of little penguins at Middle Island near Warrnambool. If individual little penguins are within the operational areas during VSP 
or seabed survey activities, impacts are expected to be limited to startle and strong avoidance behavioural responses 
(Pichegru et al., 2017; Sorensen et al., 2020)). These impacts will be temporary and infrequent given the short duration of 
seabed surveys (1 week per location, at up to 9 locations) and VSP operations (< 20 hours per well, for a maximum of 6 
wells). On this basis, impacts to little penguin from impulsive underwater sound emissions are considered Negligible (1). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

676 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

Inadequate recognition that noise-induced 
damage is cumulative and irreversible, and that 
noise-induced damage applies to the ecosystem 
(not just individuals). The Clean Ocean 
Foundation requests that ConocoPhillips provide 
the confidence intervals for all the data used. 
Without these, the data are incomplete and 
insufficient to determine “safe” levels. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
these impacts are adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling (Appendix G) to 
determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed literature to determine 
relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. 
Both non-impulsive and impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess 
noise induced impacts on species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold 
shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling report 
(Appendix G) SEL24h is a cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on the 
assumption that an animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The corresponding SEL24h radii 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

therefore represent a worst-case scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would not stay in 
the same location for 24 hours. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling 
within the radius of the source will be injured, but rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with 
impairment if it remained in that location for 24 hours. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

680 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requests that 
ConocoPhillips provide information on what 
proportion of the population they will consider to 
be unaffected and how they will go about 
estimating this. The Clean Ocean Foundation 
requests that ConocoPhillips use a dose-response 
function rather than assuming 50% of the 
population will be unaffected and provide details 
of the dose-response function used. The Clean 
Ocean Foundation requests that ConocoPhillips 
provide the population distribution that is used in 
any calculations and what number of animals are 
in within the range of damage that are not 
observable from the MODU and its support 
vessels. Given that the Blue Whale Conservation 
Plan stipulates that “any blue whale continues to 
utilise the area without injury”, the Clean Ocean 
Foundation request ConocoPhillips to provide 
comprehensive justification as to how the 
Environmental Plan demonstrates compliance 
with this requirement. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding population level impacts associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to see if further clarifications are required. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not assumed ‘50% of the population will be unaffected’ but has rather commissioned an 
international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling to determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a 
range of species using peer reviewed literature to determine relevant threshold values. 
ConocoPhillips Australia understands this claim may be in reference to the highly conservative application of the Wood et al. 
2012 marine mammal behavioural response threshold for a 50% probability of response for impulsive sound sources that has 
been applied to the migration Biologically Important Area (BIA) for southern right whales with calves. 
To assist in assessing potential behavioural responses by migrating southern right whales with calves, a graded probability of 
response for impulsive sounds using a frequency weighted SPL metric, as described in Wood et al. (2012), has been applied. 
Wood et al. (2012) defined behavioural response categories for sensitive species (including harbour porpoise and beaked 
whales) and for migrating mysticetes. The migrating mysticete category has been applied to southern right whale in this 
analysis, during migration, to assess behavioural response to impulsive sounds. The Wood et al. (2012) approach was also 
updated to consider the frequency weighting from Southall et al. (2019) for low-frequency cetaceans as opposed to that from 
Southall et al. (2007). The use of this conservative approach resulted in an increase in the behavioural disturbance effect 
distance from 1.5 km (NOAA2019) to 6.48 km, thereby increasing the protection afforded to this species. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included additional information on the application of the Wood et al, (2012) criteria in EP 
Section 6.7.2.1 (Exposure Criteria Thresholds) in response to these claims. 
References:  
Wood JD, Southall BL and Tollit DJ (2012) ‘PG&E offshore 3-D Seismic Survey Project Environmental Impact Report–Marine 
Mammal Technical Draft Report’, Report by SMRU Ltd. 121 p. https://www.coastal.ca.gov/energy/seismic/mm-technical-
report-EIR.pdf 

683 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation invites 
ConocoPhillips to submit two risk management 
plans. The plans should cover identification, 
assessment, mitigation, management and 
consequences to both 1. Marine life and species, 
individually, and 2. Overall ecosystems, habitat 
and food chains. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding risk management planning for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 
be of high merit. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.3 (Purpose of the Environment Plan), the purpose of the EP is to document the impact and risk 
evaluations undertaken to determine the environmental management frameworks and commitments needed to ensure the 
proposed petroleum activity can be conducted in a manner consistent with the objectives of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the EP has been written to an acceptable scientific standard, with extensive references to 
published peer reviewed literature, and adequately details and evaluates the activity (Chapter 2), the environment (Chapter 
4), regulatory and other requirements (Chapter 1 and throughout the EP), impacts (Chapters 6 and 8) and risks (Chapter 7) 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s EP provides a structured process (described in detail in Chapter 5) for identifying, assessing and 
managing environmental impacts and risks to both marine life at the level of individual species, and to overall ecosystems 
including habitats and food chains where cause-effect pathways have been defined (as described in EP Section 5.4 Identify 
and Analyse Impacts and Risks). Examples where the scope of assessment covers both individual species and broader 
ecosystems are provided in: 
• Section 6.3.5 (Consequence Evaluation) which assesses seabed disturbance impacts to individual species like the southern 
rock lobster and the ecosystems, habitats, communities and sea-floor features associated with the Western Bass Strait Shelf 
Transition and Bass Strait Shelf Provinces which are major conservation values for the Zeehan Marine Park. 
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• Section 6.6.7 (Consequence Evaluation) which assesses the impact of non-impulsive underwater sound emissions on fish, 
the white shark, marine turtles, birds including the little penguin, seals and marine mammals by hearing group and individual 
threatened species; as well as socio-economic receptors such as fisheries and Australian Marine Parks and their associated 
conservation values and sensitivities. 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has established Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPO), Control Measures and 
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS) (Chapter 9), against which performance will be measured.  
The Implementation Strategy for the EP, described in detail in EP Chapter 10, outlines how the activity will be conducted in 
line with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Health, Safety and Environmental Management System to ensure activities are conducted 
in accordance with the outcomes and requirements of the environmental assessment process and ongoing requirements. 
No changes have been made to the EP in response to these comments. 

685 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

Clean Ocean Foundation believes this application 
should be rejected because the likelihood and 
consequences of oil spills in the Otway Basin 
pose an unacceptable risk. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the likelihood and consequence level of an oil spill to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of 
likelihood and consequence. 
EP Chapter 5 (Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment Methodology) provides a structured and comprehensive process 
for identifying, assessing and managing environmental impacts and risks associated with offshore petroleum activities. The 
methodology aligns with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Risk Management Procedure which is part of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Health, Safety and Environmental Management System (HSEMS), meets the requirements of the Environment Regulations 
and is consistent with: 
• Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk Management (AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk Management – Principles and 
Guidelines)  
• AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management System (EMS) – Requirements with guidance for use 
• UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-related decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly UKOOA, 2014) 
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline (N-04750-GL1721, December 2022), and  
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements Guidance Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020). 
The evaluation of consequence is based on literature and quantitative assessment to determine the maximum credible 
consequence arising from each impact and risk, taking into consideration duration and extent, recovery time and predicted 
effects at an individual, population, ecosystem or industry level. This is standard industry practice. The consequence levels (as 
described in EP Table 5-1) present criteria to support the assessment team in determining a suitable consequence rating. 
Similarly, for risk the assessment of likelihood considers the probability of an event occurring, based on historical data for 
relevant events, with likelihood levels described in Table 5-2 of the EP. Using a combination of likelihood and consequence, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is then able to assign a risk rating using the ConocoPhillips Australia Risk Matrix (Figure 5-2 of the 
EP). This matrix includes a description of the level of measures or management approval required to accept a certain level of 
risk. 
Two credible worst-case scenarios were identified for hydrocarbon releases, a release of marine diesel oil (MDO) from a 
vessel collision or refuelling incident and a loss of well control (LOWC) event during drilling. For each, the consequence to 
individual receptors was assessed, and the likelihood of occurrence was determined to be remote, described as “occurred or 
has been heard of within the oil and gas industry” based on relevant historical data. These consequence and likelihood 
assessments are based on quantitative data (i.e. oil spill modelling) and published literature, and are therefore supported by 
the best available science on the subject.  
Consequences range from Minor (2) to Major (4). A major consequence is described as “release affecting large areas 
including sensitive habitats, fisheries, commercial users, threatened species and culturally sensitive areas with potential for 
short to moderate-term population level impacts”. This is appropriate for the potential risks to key sensitive receptors such as 
birds and marine mammals from a worst-case LOWC event, however population-level impacts are not expected in less 
sensitive receptors therefore Moderate (3) is more relevant in most cases.  
A Remote (2) likelihood and a Major (4) consequence results in a risk rating of RR II. Note that inherent risks assume that 
legislative and other best practice controls measures are effective to the extent of their scope and applied correctly to the 
activity. A risk ranking of RRII (Medium) requires “No additional risk-reducing measures required where controls can be 
verified as functional”. The effectiveness and implementation of control measures is described in the ALARP and Acceptability 
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assessment for each aspect (Section 7.6 and 7.7 of the EP), the implementation strategy (Section 10 of the EP) and, where 
relevant, the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP, Appendix I) and Operational and Scientific Monitoring Plan (OSMP). 
To summarise, ConocoPhillips Australia believes that the impact and risk assessment methodology has been applied 
rigorously and appropriately to the assessment of oil spill risks, that appropriate control measures have been considered and 
that measures are in place to ensure those control measures are effective and implemented successfully.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to these claims. 

688 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requires 
ConocoPhillips to state accurately the risks of 
seismic surveys to the marine ecosystem within 
the OA. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding marine seismic surveys to be of low merit but has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program were adequately 
described. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. 
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical 
surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations). 
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume 
of less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). 
VSP has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time 
scale (~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is 
conducted in the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater 
Sound Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated 
with noise emissions which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to marine species. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim. 

690 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requests further 
information on the location of the base airfield, 
the frequency and duration of flights, and how 
aircraft to ship communication will work. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of 
safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, the objective of aerial 
surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, prior to the commencement of the exploration 
program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan will be developed with input from a range of specialists to facilitate the 
implementation of the FMP on the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on aviation services and airfields are 
considered to be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the contractual arrangements for these services. 
Situations where aerial surveys will be employed are detailed in the FMP. Roles and responsibilities for the implementation of 
the plan and reporting requirements, including communication of whale sightings, is outlined in Section 2.1 of the FMP 
(Appendix N). ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information 
provided above, adequately address these claims. 
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691 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requests NOPSEMA 
to reject seismic surveys during the months when 
Sooty Shearwaters, Blue Fin Tuna, Pygmy Blue 
Whales or Southern Right Whales are present. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with marine seismic surveys to be of low merit but 
has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program were 
adequately described. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. 
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical 
surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations). 
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume 
of less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program). 
VSP has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is conducted over a very short time 
scale (~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the marine environment where as VSP is 
conducted in the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the borehole. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater 
Sound Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated 
with noise emissions which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to marine species. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim. 

692 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation asks ConocoPhillips 
to provide a copy of its organisational risk 
management plan approved at board level and 
outline how the risks in this application link back 
to the overall company’s risk management plan. 
The Clean Ocean Foundation asks ConocoPhillips 
to rewrite the Risk Management Plan to an 
acceptable scientific standard. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the importance of risk management plans to be of high merit for the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
As detailed in Environment Plan (EP) Section 1.3 (Purpose of the Environment Plan), the purpose of the EP is to document the 
impact and risk evaluations undertaken to determine the environmental management frameworks and commitments needed 
to ensure the proposed petroleum activity can be conducted in a manner consistent with the objectives of the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the EP has been written to an acceptable scientific standard, with extensive references to 
published peer reviewed literature, and adequately details and evaluates the activity (Chapter 2), the environment (Chapter 
4), regulatory and other requirements (Chapter 1 and throughout the EP), impacts (Chapters 6 and 8) and risks (Chapter 7) 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s EP provides a structured process (described in detail in Chapter 5) for identifying, assessing and 
managing environmental impacts and risks to both marine life at the level of individual species, and to overall ecosystems 
including habitats and food chains where cause-effect pathways have been defined (as described in EP Section 5.4 Identify 
and Analyse Impacts and Risks).  
ConocoPhillips Australia have established Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPO), Control Measures and Environmental 
Performance Standards (EPS) (Chapter 9), against which performance will be measured.  
The Implementation Strategy for the EP, described in detail in Section 10, outlines how the activity will be conducted in line 
with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Health, Safety and Environmental Management System to ensure activities are conducted in 
accordance with the outcomes and requirements of the environmental assessment process and ongoing requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
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addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

803 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requests that 
ConocoPhillips undertakes additional valid 
studies (independent, in-field, and spatially 
representative) to determine the actual range and 
impact that repeated intense acoustic discharges 
over the full duration of their testing has on 
zooplankton, and to determine the true recovery 
time for zooplankton on the completion of that 
testing. The Clean Ocean Foundation requests 
clear clarification on the total area affected in the 
various tests. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
zooplankton and krill to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species 
are adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in EP Section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation 
evaluation and geophysical surveys as described in detail above. 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for 
injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural 
spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton 
species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted impacts to 
plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained in the water column for 
several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic 
organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem 
function are not predicted. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass Strait to 
central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 2011). 
There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through all months with as 
many as three generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled with its high growth 
rate means that Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound emissions, as 
stated in Section 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing only six exploration 
well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. 
within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). 
Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term 
activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has included additional information on the life cycle of krill to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to these 
claims.   

804 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation requests 
ConocoPhillips to provide information on the 
cumulative impacts on fauna from noise 
generated by its operations. The Clean Ocean 
Foundation asks ConocoPhillips to accept the 60-
km range or, if they do not, to explain the 
difference between the Scarborough models and 
its models for the Otway Basin. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claim regarding underwater noise impacts to be of high merit.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in Environment Plan (EP) 
Chapter 5, includes an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts which are assessed in detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program involved the assessment of a range of activities occurring in 
isolation and in parallel to assesses the cumulative impact of multiple continuous sound sources in close proximity, as 
described in EP Section 6.6.1.  Further, the relevant effect thresholds used to assess noise induced impacts take into 
consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related 
nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Technical Noise Modelling report in EP Appendix G, SEL24h is a cumulative 
metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on the assumption that an animal is 
consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The corresponding SEL24h radii therefore represent a worst-case 
scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would not stay in the same location for 24 h. 
Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling within this radius of the source 
will be injured, but rather that an animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with impairment if it remained in 
that location for 24 hours. 
Regarding the claim that ConocoPhillips Australia should accept the 60 km range on the basis of previous JASCO modelling 
for the Scarborough Gas Field, modelling is site specific and accounts for project specific bathymetry, sound speed profiles, 
substrate type and noise source.  Further, the Scarborough Gas Field modelling was conducted for a marine seismic survey 
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and ConocoPhillips Australia are not proposing to conduct a marine seismic survey. Consequently, the 60 km range is not 
applicable to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

805 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation asks NOPSEMA to 
make available the JASCO report presented for 
the development of National Anthropogenic 
Underwater Noise Guidelines, which includes an 
update to the EPBC Act Policy Statement 2.1 – 
Interaction between offshore seismic exploration 
and whales: Industry guidelines. We also request 
copies of all independent reviews of the JASCO 
document. 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the 
irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP. 
ConocoPhillips Australia relies on peer reviewed published literature and studies conducted by suitably qualified specialists in 
the development of the EP. A comprehensive reference list is provided in EP Chapter 13 (References). 
Any changes to impact assessments or mitigation measures, needed as a result of the release of the underwater noise 
guidelines and policy statement 2.1 will be addressed through the Management of Change process described in EP Section 
10.2.7 (Management of Change), located within the Implementation Strategy for the EP (EP Chapter 10). 

806 5112, 5119, 5120, 
4966, 5106, 5118 

The Clean Ocean Foundation asks NOPSEMA to 
set aside any studies conducted by members of 
APPEA, who have been funded by the industry to 
conduct the above studies. This is again 
apprehended bias, which prevents unprejudiced 
consideration of the facts and may result in 
selecting one preferred outcome over another, as 
we have indicated above. 

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who operate 
under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, government and 
the research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of data from works published by 
CSIRO, including Richardson et al. 2017, is acceptable as it is considered representative of the subject matter. 
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1074 16/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for 
Updates 

SOCIAL PINPOINT REGISTERED FOR UPDATES: Individual opted in to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling EP 

1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2437 18/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual noting that they attended the community session on 17/04/23 and complimented the presentation stating that it 
was succinct and straight down the line. 
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4479 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their feedback after attending the community session on 17/04/23. Noted that their details had been 
recorded and that their feedback would be passed on.  

2434 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Send to individual in response to individual's positive feedback after attending the community session on 17/04/23.  
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that their details would be added to COP system and suggested they view the webpage which includes further information on the project as well 
as a webinar series.  
- Requested the individual's areas of interest to better support their consultation.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.    Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
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activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1364 29/05/2023 Community Session Warrnambool Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 
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1807 26/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
- Apologised for the delayed response to feedback following individual's comments on presentation in May.  
- Said that their email address had been updated to the address provided in their previous response so that they will receive further project updates.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2816 9/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attachments:  
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
- NOPSEMA Consultation Brochure 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

2850 10/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: sent from individual notifying COP team of their registration regarding the 30-day consultation for submission. 
2852 11/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to their email of 10/08/23 encouraging the organisation to be involved in consultation.  

 
Key Discussion Points: 
- Outlined that they would have the opportunity to provide information that can improve COP teams understanding of the environment, the assessment of 
environmental impacts and risks and the development of control measures.  
- Offered to have a meeting in the event of any questions.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
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public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4966 26/11/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted public comment on behalf of their organisation suggesting that the EP should be rejected on the following 
grounds: 
 
1. The Australian Government is currently developing National Anthropogenic  
Underwater Noise Guidelines. 
2. The location of the drilling sites and extent of activity is unclear. 
3. Failure to recognise the importance of krill, the keystone species in this ecosystem,  
biased and inaccurate assessment of the threat to zooplankton and inadequate  
recognition of that effect on the entire ecosystem: 
a. Zooplankton 
b. Fishes and Eels 
c. Cetaceans and Pinnipeds 
d. Birds 
4. Inadequate recognition that noise-induced damage is cumulative and irreversible, and  
that noise-induced damage applies to the ecosystem (not just individuals). 
5. Inadequate Risk Management Planning and Risk Mitigation. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5119 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual the letter with revised date as they requested. 
5106 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual following submissions made in public comment. 

 
Attachments: 
• Formal response to feedback, objections and claims was attached. The document was extensive and broad ranging, with the inclusion of relevant research 
links. 
 
Summary Information Provided: 
• A copy of the Sensitive Information Report provided to NOPSEMA relevant to consultation with the Clean Ocean Foundation prior to submission. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Response itemised and addressed every matter raised in the submission including additional information and actions taken to reflect the feedback 
provided on the EP. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COP will provide a ‘Titleholders Report on Public Comment’, on the NOPSEMA website following resubmission of the EP for assessment, 
responding in general terms to the public comments and identifying any modifications of the EP in response to the public comments. 
• Thanked organisation for their submission. 

5112 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual which advised them of an administrative error in letter sent on 21/02/24. Offered a revised letter with updated issue 
date upon request. 

5118 21/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual who advised they would like to receive letter with corrected date for their records.  
5120 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual a revised letter in response to public comment submission as requested by individual.  
5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 145 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & M AGRIOS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & M AGRIOS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 979, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050) and 
Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1835, 2237, 3445, 3914). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 979). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 979) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1835) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1835).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 979). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1835). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 979).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1835) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentRelated Event ID Summary of Public CommentFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

979 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
  received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. Conoco Phillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see
outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1835 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2237 7/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3445 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3914 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 146 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   R KAVANAGH is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within 
Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R KAVANAGH with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 154, 953, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1838, 3195, 3449). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 154). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 154) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1838).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 154). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1838). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 154).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1838) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 R KAVANAGH received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  R KAVANAGH between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days). 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation,  R KAVANAGH raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

154 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

953 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 
the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1838 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3195 31/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3449 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 147 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   C DJIRKALLIS AND MELINDA C DJIRKALLIS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  C DJIRKALLIS AND MELINDA C DJIRKALLIS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of 
contact were made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 161, 897, 5315, 5319), Campaign 
Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1844, 2243, 3484, 3921). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 161). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 161) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1844).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 161). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1844). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 161).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1844) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 C DJIRKALLIS AND MELINDA C DJIRKALLIS received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  C DJIRKALLIS AN  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a 
period of 185 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

161 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

897 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1844 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2243 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3484 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3921 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries 
in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 148 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   TUNA QUOTA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  TUNA QUOTA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 184, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2870, 3202, 3508, 3945). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 184). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 184) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3204).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 184). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3204). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 184).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3204) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 TUNA QUOTA PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  TUNA QUOTA PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days).   



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

184 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2870 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3202 21/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3508 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3945 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective – ORG ID 149 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective are a First Nations advocacy group based on Gunditjmara Country. Southern Ocean 
Protection Embassy Collective describes its function as the protector of the Dream for the Protection of The Southern Ocean, in support of Tribal Custodians of Gunditjmara Coastal Land & Sea Country. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Southern Ocean Protection 
Embassy Collective engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective’s preferred consultation method and communicated via SMS (Event ID(s) 2849; 3763), email (Event ID(s) 2851; 3906; 
3994; 5130), and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective showed interest in a meeting (Event ID 4582), however did not 
respond to the request for preferred meeting times (Event ID 3994). ConocoPhillips Australia had offered an on-Country meeting through various methods including SMS (Event 3763), via online portal (Event 
2828) and through email (Event 2851). Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective submitted a public comment (Event ID 4916) to which ConocoPhillips Australia formally responded via email (Event ID 5130). 
ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates as they became available.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2851). 
 
Public comment period 
Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in 
December 2023 (Event ID 4879).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective 
comment. Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective were also informed that an Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it 
(Event ID 4879). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective, with 4 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public 
Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 4916). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of 
Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5130). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 11 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2851). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2851). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2851).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2851). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2851). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2851). 



 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2851). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2851). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2851) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (2851). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 
Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 90 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective on 11 August 2023.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).  
 
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

476 4916, 5130 ConocoPhillips’ modelling shows a hydrocarbon spill could impact 
anywhere along Victoria’s coast, and the Tasmanian, South Australian 
and NSW coasts, as far north as Jervis Bay. US oil and gas giant 
ConocoPhillips’ proposed test drilling in areas which cover a 
Commonwealth marine park and critical habitat for two endangered 
whale species. Regardless of how small the risk of a spill occurring, 
AMCS modelling based on information provided by ConocoPhilips 
represents an untenable risk to the health of Sea Country. We will 
not accept the approval of this plan 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill risks to sea country to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately 
identified and assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips believes that the risk associated with an accidental release of small volumes of 
chemicals or hydrocarbons due to a spill or minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well 
understood. Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on oil spill modelling 
conducted specifically for the Otway Exploration Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
The small volumes associated with a minor loss of containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a 
material impact. As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid dilution is predicted with 
environmental effects during a minor LOC incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the 
sea surface near the source. No impacts to benthic communities are expected. 
Hydrocarbon releases which are not considered minor, i.e. larger volume marine diesel oil (MDO) 
spills from a vessel collision, or a Loss of Well Control (LOWC) associated with drilling activities, have 
been modelled based on worst-case credible spill scenarios to provide an informed estimate of where 
hydrocarbons might go if nothing is done to respond, and supports the prediction of possible effects. 
Hundreds of hypothetical individual spills (1400 in this case) have been simulated for each worst-case 
scenario to show where hydrocarbons from a spill could go under different metocean conditions 
(such as currents, wind, waves and temperature). 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (Figure 7-4: LOWC low/moderate threshold EMBA for 
T/49P in Section 7.7.2.3 Modelling Results for T/49P) does not in any way represent the extent of any 
single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. 
The geographical extent of an individual spill would be much smaller. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan for the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in consultation with state control agencies and has prepared an Operational and 
Scientific Monitoring Program (OSMP) to inform initial response activities and monitor the 
environment through to recovery. In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including 
implementation of these plans, will include integration with local, national and international response 
organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist equipment and engagement with 
First Nations people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of identified areas of 
importance, as described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
The implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the 
development of additional mitigation strategies for culturally important species that may be at risk in 
the extremely unlikely event of a spill. These measures are consistent with legislative, international and 
national standards and good practice guidelines, and reduce the risks associated with hydrocarbons 
releases to medium levels that are ALARP and acceptable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have 
been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have 
been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

477 4916, 5130 Whales are our kin and are ancient elders of the sea. We are 
concerned that any such activity could force our sacred whale kin to 
breathe and feed in waters polluted with oil and other hydrocarbons 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill impacts on cultural values associated 
with whales and their food to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
that these risks were adequately identified and assessed. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

that burn their eyes and line their lungs. The impacts of any potential 
spill on the zooplankton could also have extensive impacts on the 
productivity of the system which could have flow on effects for our 
whale kin by reducing their food sources. 

 
The impacts of an oil spill on plankton, including krill, have been assessed in the EP, including the 
general sensitivity of plankton to oiling and the potential consequence from LOWC condensate 
release (see 7.7.5 Evaluation of Environmental Risks; specifically, Table 7-31: Potential risk of LOWC 
condensate release on plankton). 
The magnitude of potential risk associated with a LOWC condensate release is considered to result in 
short-term and localised impacts, representing a small portion of the plankton population that is 
widely representative of the region, with no population level impact or impact to dependent species 
expected.  
Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient 
response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential environmental impacts. These systems 
are well practiced and well understood. If an incident occurred, it would be restricted to the upper 
water column within the photic zone (up to 30 m depth) and would be unlikely to impede the 
recovery of a plankton and associated food chains within the South-East bioregion. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have 
been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have 
been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

478 5130, 4916 Another of our sacred totemic species is Kooyang, the short finned 
Eel. Breeding populations of this Culturally Significant species could 
become locally extinct in the Southern Ocean region including across 
Gunditjmara Sea Country if this destructive project goes ahead. It 
could also be disruptive to the migratory pathways of Kooyang and 
compromise their chance of arriving safely in the Coral Sea and then 
returning to the Southern Ocean in their early life stage. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts on the short-finned eel to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were adequately 
identified and assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the UNESCO World Heritage Status of Budj Bim and the cultural 
significance of Kooyang, the short-finned eel (Short-finned eel – Anguilla australis). Our knowledge is 
enhanced by the cultural heritage tour taken by a member of the project team, where the 
Gunditjmara cultural and economic significance of Kooyang at Tak Rae was explained, including the 
cycle of migration and reproduction.  
ConocoPhillips Australia will only operate exploration activities in habitats of significant importance to 
critically endangered species, or other critical habitat, where we can adequately mitigate impacts 
through mitigation hierarchy measures in accordance with our sustainable development management 
system, regulatory requirements and through local engagement.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is cognisant that the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) overlaps the 
Gunditjmara Sea Country Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) Consultation Area (Gunditj Mirring 
Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation) and is also 
cognisant of the Gunditjmara Sea Country IPA program (the IPA program) and the need to align the 
codesign of the CHPP with the IPA program.  
 
Additional information was added to EP Section 4.6.5.3 (Eels) regarding the life-cycle and cultural 
significance of the short-finned eel." 

479 4916, 5130 Any activity which reduces the capacity of Koontapool and Kooyang 
to hold the collective lore of the ocean with us, their kin, cannot be 
tolerated and must be considered anathema to our Right to Self 
Determination as established under the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous People, a declaration which Australia has 
agreed to. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the significance of totemic species, in particular, Koontapool – 
Southern Right Whales, and Kooyang – Short-finned Eels to be of high merit and has reviewed the EP 
to ensure that these impacts were adequately identified and assessed.  
As stated in EP Section 10.1.2.3 (Biodiversity Position), ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the 
importance of managing biodiversity risks associated with our global operations and demonstrating 
leadership in habitat stewardship practices. We will only operate exploration activities in habitats of 
significant importance to critically endangered species, or other critical habitat, where we can 
adequately mitigate impacts through mitigation hierarchy measures in accordance with our 
sustainable development management system, regulatory requirements and through local 
engagement.,  



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implementing a Fauna Management Plan (CM08) 
that includes whale detection and management measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to 
all whales, with a particular focus on blue whales and southern right whales given the activity overlaps 
relevant Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). The Fauna Management Plan includes specific controls 
such as increased safe operating distances, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and 
low visibility controls and the establishment of safe points for operational activities and will ensure 
that impacts to marine mammals are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is cognisant that the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) overlaps the 
Gunditjmara Sea Country Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) Consultation Area (Gunditj Mirring 
Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation) and is also 
cognisant of the Gunditjmara Sea Country IPA program (the IPA program) and the need to align the 
codesign of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program with the IPA program. 
ConocoPhillips Australia must act consistently with EPBC Act instruments, such as a conservation 
management plans, recovery plans and conservation advice. This include both the Conservation 
Management Plans for Blue Whales and Southern Right Whales and has established relevant 
Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPOs) that measurable benchmarks for environmental 
performance that ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to achieve for the life of the activity. These are 
stated throughout the EP and collated in EP Chapter 9, and include as examples: 
• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species from the activity. 
• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours can continue while the activity is being undertaken. 
• EPO6: No substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely impact on 
biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, cultural values or human health. 
• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such that: 
o Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not displaced from a foraging 
area. 
o It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the area or cause injury (TTS and PTS) 
and/or disturbance. 
• EPO10: No substantial or unrecoverable change in water quality which may adversely impact on 
biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, cultural values or human health. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have 
been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have 
been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2849 9/08/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual using personal LinkedIn account.  
 
• Noted that their organisation had been identified as a Relevant Person and requested contact details for organisation to support them with sufficient information 
to make an informed assessment of the draft EP.  

2828 10/08/2023 Online Contact 
Portal 

OUTGOING EMAIL: through the organisation's online portal requesting organisation contact.  

2851 11/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
• COP team recognised they have a direct association with relevant person organisation with functions, interests and activities that may be affected by the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

proposed drilling activity.  
• Provided a link to the Preliminary impact and Risk Assessment and further background information about the project.  
• Noted that the EP draft chapters will be progressively released for public comment and their organisation can raise objections and claims.  
• Requested contact details for organisation to arrange a briefing.  

3763 13/09/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: Message to individual using LinkedIn to offer face-to-face meeting while on Country 18-22 September 2023. Provided mobile contact number 
and invited individual to share meeting offer with other persons. 

3906 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual with reminder of standing offer to meet with as individual or as spokesperson for organisation.  
 
• Provided overview of previous correspondence stating that COP team is working towards meaningful consultation as part of the EP approval process for 
exploration activities and remain committed to consulting with their community.  
• Noted that it has been challenging to reach out to organisation as they are only represented publicly on Facebook.  
• Provided a summary of attempts to consult with organisation and provide information through August and September 2023 (chiefly, on 09/08/23, 10/08/23, 
11/08/23 and 13/09/23).  
 
COP team reiterated that they are aware of the organisation's concerns about the potential impacts of the proposed activity as outlined in a flyer they had 
produced, a website interaction and declaration of protection of Whale Songline Country.  
 
COP team also stated they have engaged with online videos produced by their community and are actively listening to concerns and were seeking assistance to 
ensure their voice is heard.   

4582 9/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  from individual thanking COP team member for their email of 04/10/23 and acknowledged previous correspondence.   
 
• Stated that the organisation is interested in meeting with COP representatives regarding the proposed exploration activities.  
• Requested extent of timelines they have to respond.  

3994 9/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual thanking them for their email of 09/10/23. COP team member stated they will be in the area with a colleague from 11-13th October 
23 and that it would be good to arrange a face-to-face meeting.  
 
• Stated they are keen to share a proposal COP is considering for potential partnering arrangements in the case of acceptance of the EP for preliminary feedback.  
• Requested that individual selects a preferable timeslot, and that COP team member would send a calendar information.  
• Suggested a Teams meeting if the 11-13th October does not work for them.  
• Reiterated hope to meet in person and that this can be achieved with 24hrs notice.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

4916 10/12/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: submission received from organisation with objections and claims. 
 
Organisation demanded that the external regulator NOPSEMA refuse COP's EP based on the following grounds: 
 
• modelling showed a hydrocarbon spill could impact anywhere along Victoria's coast, Tasmanian, South Australian and NSW coasts. The proposed drilling areas 
cover a Commonwealth marine park and critical habitat for two endangered whale species which represents an untenable risk to the health of Sea Country. 
• concerned that the activity could force sacred whale kin to breath and feed in waters polluted by oil and other hydrocarbons that burn their eyes and line their 
lungs. The impacts of any potential spill on zooplankton could also have extensive impacts on the productivity of the system which could have flow effects on 
whale kin by reducing food sources.  
• Breeding populations of the culturally significant short finned Eel could become locally extinct. It would always be disruptive to their migratory pathways and 
compromise their chance of arriving in the Coral Sea and then returning to the Southern Ocean in their early life. 
• any activity that reduces the capacity of culturally significant species must be considered anathema to the Right to Self Determination established under the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People.  
• inadequate timeframe for consultation. 
• The activity will directly impact ancient underwater cultural heritage and ancient pathways. 

5130 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation following submissions made in public comment 10/12/23. 
 
Summary Information Provided: 
• Formal response to feedback, objections and claims was attached. The document addressed the specific concerns expressed. 
• A copy of the Sensitive Information Report provided to NOPSEMA relevant to consultation with the Clean Ocean Foundation prior to submission. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• COP will provide a ‘Titleholders Report on Public Comment’, on the NOPSEMA website following resubmission of the EP for assessment, responding in general 
terms to the public comments and identifying any modifications of the EP in response to the public comments. 
• Responded to comments in the enclosed summary including any additional information and actions taken to reflect the specific feedback provided.  
• Thanked organisation for their submission. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 150 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 407, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2884, 3228, 3710, 4789). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 407). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 407) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2884) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2884).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 407). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2884). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 407).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August (over a period of 185 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  QUOTA (VIC)  LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation,  QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.  

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

407 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2884 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3228 18/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3710 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 

including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4789 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD – ORG ID 151 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within 
the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 407, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2884, 3228, 3710, 4789). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 407). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2884) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2884).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2884). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 2884).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2884) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 185 days).   



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, SARIN QUOTA (VIC) PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

407 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2884 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3228 18/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3710 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4789 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD – ORG ID 152 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 170, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1851, 3494, 3930). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 170). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 170) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1851).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 170). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1851). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 170).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1851) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).   



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, AUSTRALIAN OCEAN PRODUCERS PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

170 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1851 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3494 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3930 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 

 – ORG ID 153 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. B Thomsen and MS Thomsen are Commercial Fishers within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  THOMSEN & M.S  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 172, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319, 6288) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1852, 2248, 3497, 3933, 5362). 
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 172). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 172) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 172). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1205). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 172).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

172 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1852 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2248 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3497 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3933 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5362 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
• EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
• Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
• New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
• Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
• Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
• Link to consultation hub 

 



FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE – ORG ID 154 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE was identified via Desktop Research. 

• FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

Environment Plan Table 3-5, an environmental charity with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE are registered charities 

which work across many areas related to protection and enhancement of the natural environment. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. FRIENDS OF THE 

EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the importance of the work done by FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE in striving for their goal of protecting the environment. ConocoPhillips Australia sought 

direction on FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE’S preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 618; 907; 2920; 5165; 5219), community session (Event ID 1087), online 

portal contact (Event ID 2828) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1220; 1637; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 

5485; 6288). Representatives of FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE attended Community Sessions (Event ID 1087); engaged with Social Pinpoint (Event ID 1674); and registered for upcoming 

webinars (Event ID 1674). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates as they became available.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 103). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 

interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 13 March 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 618). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3050). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 618). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3050). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 242 days before first submission. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient 

information listed above to FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE between 13 March 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 172 days.  

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, FRIENDS OF THE EARTH AUSTRALIA/ MELBOURNE raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 

our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

618 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attachments:  

- Formal letter.  

- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

 

Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

907 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to organisation with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program.  

 

Key Discussion Points: 

- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback. 

- Provided locations and times of the sessions being held.  

- Provided link to location details.  

1087 17/04/2023 Community 

Session 

Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 

• Welcome and introductions 

• Why we’re here 

• About ConocoPhillips 

• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 

• Offshore drilling – explained 

• Environmental impacts and risks explained 

―Our methodology 

―Preliminary assessment 

• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 

 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community Sessions (C3: 

Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

6280 11/05/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 154 & 522 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 1202): Original sender was not ORG ID 154 or 522. Incoming 

email was sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 111) who noted: 

- Acknowledged receipt of email 

- Questioned if other relevant persons also received 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 

to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 

hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1220 17/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet - COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23:  

 

• Provided information on the project activities and permit areas. 

.     Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined current environmental information and general environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and information on exclusion zones. 

.       Noted the preliminary risk and impact assessments and legislative requirements. 

.        Provided a Q and A section on the process of developing the environmental plan. 

 

Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link where individuals and organisations could provide feedback on locations of environmental value and 

sensitivities. 

 

Provided information and registration details for a forthcoming webinar (scheduled for 23rd May) along with information on how to register for webinars and future 

information on community sessions; including where to find updated information on the consultation hub. 

 

Gave general contact information for project team staff. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 

to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1674 8/06/2023 Social 

Pinpoint 

Webinar 

Registration 

SOCIAL PINPOINT WEBINAR REGISTRATION: individual registered for future webinars regarding the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Offshore Drilling Program 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The email: 

• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 

.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 

• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  

 

Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The email: 

• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 

.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 

• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  

 

Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2848 10/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual acknowledging COP team online contact portal request of 10/08/23 and noting that the enquiry would be directed to the appropriate 

team member at the organisation.  

2828 10/08/2023 Online 

Contact 

Portal 

OUTGOING EMAIL: through the organisation's online portal requesting organisation contact.  

2920 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  to individual with formal correspondence regarding the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Attachments:  

• Information sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 

• Information sheet 7 (Othe Marine and Coastal Users). 

• Information sheet 10 (Project Update June 23). 

• Official Letter. 

• External regulator NOPSEMA's Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community.  

 

COP team provided opportunity to arrange a meeting and outlined why consultation with relevant persons is important to the development of an EP. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 

.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried consent to be 

recorded. 

.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on their 

functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 

.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 

 

The information sheet also: 

• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be submitted to  

NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  

.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these assessments are as 

comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that might have been 

overlooked or underestimated. 

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on their 

functions, interests and activities.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

 

 The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 

.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 

 

Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  

 

Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 

line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 

as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP assessment 

commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached. 

.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP assessment 

commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 

the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 

effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 

gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5164 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual suggesting they could not locate the link to register for the upcoming webinar on 14/03/24 campaign email.  

 

Provided written confirmation that they would like to attend the webinar and requested the details be forwarded to their email address.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5165 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to their email of 14/03/24 thanking them for expressing interest in the upcoming webinar.  

 

Key discussion points: 

• Apologised for the difficulty registering and stated that they could sign up through the Stay Connected survey on the consultation hub.   

• Confirmed that the individual is already on the webinar registration and distribution list with the email they requested listed as the preferred contact. 

• That they would receive details closer to the date via email. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 

this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

. 

5215 20/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual stating that they could not attend the webinar and requested a link to the webinar recording and details of any upcoming 

consultation meetings.  

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5216 21/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual regarding the campaign email with webinar details sent on the 21/03/24. 

 

Key discussion points: 

- They were not happy with the scheduling stating not enough notice had been provided. 

- That they were going to forward the webinar notification to the external regulator.  

- Webinars should be rescheduled with a minimum weeks' notice.   

5217 21/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual retracting previous comment regarding recent webinar scheduling and notifications sent on 21/03/23 after locating webinar 

correspondence in junk mail. 

5219 21/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to correspondence. 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Noted that they were unable to attend the webinar of 21/03/24.  

• Noted that the webinar was recoded and will be available on the consultation hub next week.  

• Welcomed any suggestions on how the notification process for future webinars can be improved. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 

assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 

becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 

feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 

Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 155 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  

 engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 
 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  TUNNAGE FISHING PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 173; 898; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 1853; 2249; 
3498; 3935) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  TUNNAGE FISHING PTY LTD communicated directly with 
ConocoPhillips Australia, advising they would like to continue receiving email updates regarding the proposed drilling program (Event ID 3913). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further 
communication from  TUNNAGE FISHING PTY LTD but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available. In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 
0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing information in the form of project updates.   

 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 173). 

 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 173). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 173). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to the Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received 
During consultation with  TUNNAGE FISHING PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public 

comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 
August 2023 (over a period of 186 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 
During consultation,  TUNNAGE FISHING PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) as shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event Feedback Type 
ID 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

     

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
173 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation 
with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

898 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged 
residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide 
feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the 
proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 
share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation 
as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1853 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2249 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft 
EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3498 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and 
risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably 
practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3935 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3913 5/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 31 August 2023. On behalf of their organisation. 

 
Summary of information received: 
• Requested to remain on the email and mailing lists for information on Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
• Mentioned they will reassess any impacts to their fishing business as required. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



 – ORG ID 156 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 174, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1854, 2250, 3499, 3936). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 174). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 174) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1854).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 174). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1854). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 174).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1854). 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

174 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1854 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2250 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3499 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3936 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 157 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   W FRIEND is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  W FRIEND with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 178, 900, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1857, 2252, 3502, 3939). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 178). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 178) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1857).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 178). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1857). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 178).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1857) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

178 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

900 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual (representing multiple entities), with invitation to attend upcoming community information 
sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, 
ask questions and provide feedback. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by 
the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to 
share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.    Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 
31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1857 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2252 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3502 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts 
and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3939 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD – ORG ID 158 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 260, 900, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205,1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1857, 2252, 3579, 4049). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 260). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 260) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1857).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 260). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1857). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 260).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1857) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation, HEFEM TRAWL PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
260 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

900 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual (representing multiple entities), with invitation to attend upcoming community information 
sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisation's, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the 
proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1857 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2252 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3579 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4049 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 159 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   SPINELLA is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  SPINELLA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 447, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 1858, 3503, 3940). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 447).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 447) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1858).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 447). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1858). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 447).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1858). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

447 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 
share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1858 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 
the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3503 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests 
and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and 
risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably 
practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3940 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 160 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHING & TRADING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING & TRADING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 179, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1858, 3745, 4717). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 179). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 179) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1858).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 179). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1858). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 179).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1858) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHING & TRADING PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

179 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1858 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3745 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4717 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 161 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHING GROUP PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING GROUP PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 180, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letters (Event IDs 1859, 2368, 3504, 4015). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 180). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 180) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1859).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 180). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1859). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 180).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1859) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHING GROUP PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

180 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1859 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2368 12/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3504 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4015 6/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 162 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 182, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 182, 3184, 3506, 3943, 5358). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods other than a request to unsubscribe (Event ID 3441). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 182). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 182) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2659).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 182). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2659). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 182).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1846) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHERIES PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, (over a period of 185 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

182 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 
share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2659 31/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/08/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

3184 8/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 31/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3441 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from receiving updates. 
3506 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 

information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3943 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5358 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol 
(Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 163 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   R & A LAVALLE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R & A LAVALLE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 185, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1862, 2420, 3509, 3946). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 185). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 185) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1862).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 185). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1862). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 185).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1862) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

185 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1862 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2420 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3509 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts 
and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3946 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, 
correspondence is relevant to all entities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 164 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   WHEATLEY& J.W. WHEATLEY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided   J.W. WHEATLEY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 187, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1864, 2254, 3511, 3950). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 187). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 187) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1844).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 187). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1844). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 187).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1844) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

187 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1864 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2254 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3511 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3950 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 165 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HARRISS & J.A. ROWLINGS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HARRISS & J.A. ROWLINGS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 186, 1130, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1863, 3510, 3947). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 186). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 186) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1863).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 186). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1863). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 186).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1863) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

186 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1130 14/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 
share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1863 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3510 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3947 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 166 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database  
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY.LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided   PTY.LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 188, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1865, 2215, 3512, 3951, 5364). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 188). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 188) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1865).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 188). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1865). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 188).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1865) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  MARLOW&SON PTY.LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

188 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1865 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2255 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3512 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3951 28/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5364 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 167 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   K PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  K PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 190, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1867, 2257, 3514). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 190). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 190) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1867).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 190). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1867). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 190).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1867) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

190 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1867 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2257 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3514 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 168 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 191, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 1868, 2258, 3515, 3953). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 191). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 191) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1868).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 191). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1868). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 191).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1868) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

191 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1868 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2258 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3515 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3953 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 169 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   INVESTMENTS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  INVESTMENTS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 191, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1868, 2258, 3515, 3953). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 191). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 191) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1868).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 191). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1868). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 191).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 191). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1868), 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050.) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  INVESTMENTS PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

191 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 
 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.      Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.      Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.      Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.      Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1868 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   
 
 

2258 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.     Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.     Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.     Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.     Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.     Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3515 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 
 

3953 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 
and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 170 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, , assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. offers a range of professional and advisory 
services to the Australian fishing industry 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to 
the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication Plan. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD.’s preferred method of consultation. Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. 
LTD. advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event ID 1732). During consultation Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. was represented by a relevant person with multiple entities. 
The Record of Consultation table below shows some joint representation of functions, interests and activities (Event ID 1732).   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia communicated via email (Event IDs, 765, 24, 167, 4268, 940, 4253, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 103, 1157, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5315, 
5485, 6288), registered letter (Event IDs 2867) and phone calls (Event IDs 1511, 694, 3068, 3272, 4622).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 08 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4253). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 4253, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1158, 1205). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 1205, 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1637, 2625). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 1637, 4253). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 



 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial information update about the activity on 08 February 
2023, 275 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Atlantis Fisheries 
Consulting Group PTY. LTD. between 08 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 170 days). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, with Atlantis Fisheries Consulting Group PTY. LTD. raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 



1026 1735 Claim Relevant person expressed concern 
that the proposed safety zones may 
not be communicated effectively to 
the fishing community. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Commercial fishers will be notified via Notice to Mariners and through pre-
start notifications from ConocoPhillips Australia of where and when activities 
will be undertaken, allowing vessels to plan their transit to avoid increased 
travel time and distance. A Safe Operations Guide will be developed and 
implemented that details pre-activity and on-water communication 
processes, including SMS messages and radio communication on Channel 16. 
The guide will be developed based on feedback from consultation with other 
marine and coastal users during the preparation of the EP and adjustment 
protocol. 

CM03: Marine and 
Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

765 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attachments:  
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4253 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Sent to 
relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 



Attachments included: 
-Letter and Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
 
COP team provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

1732 13/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual as follow up to telephone call with COP team member on 13/02/23. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
-Individual thanked COP team member for the time on the phone and provided advice around ongoing communications with relevant organisations, noting their 
core interests and who they represent.  
-Individual suggested that the COP team work directly with the individual in order to minimise risk and impact for fishing and drilling industries.  
-Individual noted widespread industry closures and structural adjustment. 

24 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email thanked them for their time on 
the phone on 13/02/23 and responded to follow up email received on 13/02/23.  
 
-Confirmed updated implementation plan thanks to individual's suggestions. 
-COP team member asked the individual if they saw value in using the plan to gain input and increase awareness of members from the relevant organisation during 
the EP process. 
-COP team member stated COP team would be in touch regarding a formal fee proposal if the EP is accepted. 

1735 14/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent from COP team on 14/02/23. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
 
- Individual has recommended that over-communicating what is happening in order for relevant persons to understand further actions to be taken.  
- Individual commented that members of relevant organisation likely won't make comments on the EP.  
-Individual stated they will provide recent SMS notifications sent to their relevant organisation's members during a previous campaign to COP team by way of 
example.  

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
167 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attachments:  
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in response to 
email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of emails being 
sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program. Sent 
to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 



- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 
- Provided link to location details.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 



 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2867 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

LETTER REGISTERED MAIL: sent to stakeholder and attached: 
 
-  Information sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 
- Information sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
- Information sheet 10 (Project Update). Commercial fishing that summarizes the ongoing assessment of potential impacts and risks to the commercial fishing 
industry arising from the proposed activity.  
- Information for the community compiled by our regulator The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3051 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Individual responded to project update email sent on 24/08/23 from COP team and requested the COP team contact them regarding their relevant functions, 
interests and activities within the Otway Basin.  

3068 25/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response email of 24/08/23 to requesting a good time for COP team member to call.  
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3272 11/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with follow up to email of 25/08/23 attempting to clarify when a good time to have a telephone call is. 
4622 2/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant persons requesting time to hold group meeting to discuss the Otway Compensation Protocol across multiple 

titleholders activities. Email Carbon Copied other title holders who represent OMICC along with COPA (ORG ID 22, 23). 
 
Key Discussion Points:  
- Purpose to discuss multiple projects and consistent Compensation Protocol. 
 



Suggested Agenda: 
- Information and communication needs.  
- Scope and processes for finalizing details of protocol. 
- Inclusion of other titleholders. 
 
Key Actions: 
- Contact if further information needed. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  



.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) – ORG ID 171 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA seeks to support members who rely on the sustainable 
harvesting of the Southern Shark Fishery, 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the 
relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication Plan. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Southern Shark Industry Alliance’s (SSIA) preferred method of consultation. Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) advised 
ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event ID 1732). During consultation Southern Shark Industry Alliance’s (SSIA) was represented by a relevant person with multiple entities. The Record of 
Consultation table below shows some joint representation of functions, interests and activities (Event ID 1732). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia communicated via email (Event IDs, 766, 24, 4268, 940, 5296, 5315), and campaign email (Event IDs 103, 1157, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4879, 4846, 5155, 5175, 5247, 
5485, 6288).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Southern Shark Industry Alliance’s (SSIA) that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Further consultation (following submission on the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)  
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, provided the latest updates and key 
documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol, as well as a request for any feedback (Event ID 5315). 
ConocoPhillips Australia also continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 08 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 766). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 766, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1158, 1205). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 1205, 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1637, 2625). 



 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 766, 1637). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial information update about the activity on 08 February 
2023, 275 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Southern Shark 
Industry Alliance (SSIA) between 08 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 170 days). 
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Southern Shark Industry Alliance (SSIA) raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1026 1735 Claim Relevant person expressed concern 
that the proposed safety zones may 
not be communicated effectively to 
the fishing community. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP 
Table 3-7 

Commercial fishers will be notified via Notice to Mariners and through pre-start 
notifications from ConocoPhillips Australia of where and when activities will be 
undertaken, allowing vessels to plan their transit to avoid increased travel time and 
distance. A Safe Operations Guide will be developed and implemented that details 
pre-activity and on-water communication processes, including SMS messages and 
radio communication on Channel 16. The guide will be developed based on 
feedback from consultation with other marine and coastal users during the 
preparation of the EP and adjustment protocol. 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication 
Plan 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be 
undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's 
energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration 
permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) 
for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

766 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attachments:  
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1732 13/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual as follow up to telephone call with COP team member on 13/02/23. Sent to relevant person who 
represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
-Individual thanked COP team member for the time on the phone and provided advice around ongoing communications with relevant 
organisations, noting their core interests and who they represent.  
-Individual suggested that the COP team work directly with the individual in order to minimise risk and impact for fishing and drilling 
industries.  
-Individual noted widespread industry closures and structural adjustment. 

24 14/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email 
thanked them for their time on the phone on 13/02/23 and responded to follow up email received on 13/02/23.  
 
-Confirmed updated implementation plan thanks to individual's suggestions. 
-COP team member asked the individual if they saw value in using the plan to gain input and increase awareness of members from the 
relevant organisation during the EP process. 
-COP team member stated COP team would be in touch regarding a formal fee proposal if the EP is accepted. 

1735 14/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent from COP team on 14/02/23. Relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
- Individual has recommended that over-communicating what is happening in order for relevant persons to understand further actions 
to be taken.  
- Individual commented that members of relevant organisation likely won't make comments on the EP.  
-Individual stated they will provide recent SMS notifications sent to their relevant organisation's members during a previous campaign 
to COP team by way of example.  

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent 
from individual in response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection 
with multiple registered organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the 
large volume of emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve 
the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the 
sessions being held. 
- Provided link to location details.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to 
share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 
share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3051 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Individual responded to project update email sent on 24/08/23 from COP team and requested the COP team contact them regarding 
their relevant functions, interests and activities within the Otway Basin.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5296 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to stakeholder with attached letters for fishers on behalf of multiple titleholders regarding OMICC adjustment 
protocol. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft letter to commercial fishing license holders with proposed distribution date. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 
and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



– ORG ID 172 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  CORRIGAN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity, within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  CORRIGAN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  CORRIGAN engaged but did not provide any assertions 
or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide information through project updates after submission. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 
(Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4266; 4268; 940; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2872; 
3203) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  communicated directly with ConocoPhillips 
Australia, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered organisations (Event ID 694). ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication 
process so that  CORRIGAN received only one set of communications moving forward. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from  CORRIGAN but continued to provide 
project updates as they became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4266). 
 
Public Comment  

 CORRIGAN was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  CORRIGAN that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4266). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4266). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  CORRIGAN 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 – a period of 187 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  CORRIGAN raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4266 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in 
response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered 
organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of 
emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being 
held. 
- Provided link to location details.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2872 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 3/09/2023 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3203 22/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 173 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  NOMINEES PROPRIETARY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  NOMINEES PROPRIETARY LIMITED with reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  NOMINEES PROPRIETARY 

engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 240; 4268; 940; 5315), by telephone call (Event ID 
1511), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2874; 3204) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  

 LIMITED communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via email, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered 
organisations (Event ID 694). ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication process so that  NOMINEES PROPRIETAR  LIMITED received only one set of communications moving forward. 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from .  ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates after first submission. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 240). 
 
Public Comment  

 were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in 
November 2023 (Event ID 4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective 
comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed 
how they could access it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from this organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 240). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 240). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 940, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 



 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with  NOMINEES PROPRIETARY LIMITED, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 – a period of 186 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  NOMINEES PROPRIETARY LIMITED raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of 
an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
240 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in response to 
email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of emails being 
sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program. 
Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being held. 
- Provided link to location details.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2874 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

3204 22/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 174 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  EQUITY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  EQUITY LIMITED with reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  EQUITY LIMITED engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing project updates following first submission. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 297; 4268; 940; 5315), by telephone 
call (Event ID 1511), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2875; 3211) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  

 LIMITED communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered organisations (Event ID 
694). ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication process so that  EQUITY LIMITED received only one set of communications moving forward. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any 
further communication from .  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 297) 
 
Public Comment  

 were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event 
ID 4846). The email informed them that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information was also provided on 
the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 297). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 297). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 940, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided link to Draft EP chapters (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  EQUITY LIMITED, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 over a period of 186 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  EQUITY LIMITED raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) as shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
297 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in 
response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered 
organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of 
emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being 
held. 
- Provided link to location details.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2875 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3211 22/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 175 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FAMILY NOMINEE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  FAMILY NOMINEE PTY LTD reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  FAMILY NOMINEE PTY LTD 
engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing project updates following first submission. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
in November 2022 (Event ID 103). 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 354; 4268; 940; 5135), by telephone call (Event ID 
1511), by registered mail (Event ID(s) 2877; 3215) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  

 communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered organisations (Event 
ID 694). ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication process so that  received only one set of communications moving forward. ConocoPhillips Australia did not 
receive any further communication from  In relation to the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 354) 
 
Public Comment 

 were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 
2023 (Event ID 4846). The email informed  an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access 
it. Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 186 days, was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 354). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 354). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205,1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 A link to the Draft Environment Plan (event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FAMILY NOMINEE PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 186 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  FAMILY NOMINEE PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
354 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in 
response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with the amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered 
organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of 
emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being 
held. 
- Provided link to location details.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2877 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3215 22/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 176 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  DI MARE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  DI MARE PTY LTD with reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  DI MARE PTY LTD engaged but 
did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing project updates following first submission. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 376; 4268; 940; 5315), by telephone call (Event ID 1511), 
registered letter (Event ID(s) 2879; 3222) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered organisations (Event ID 694). 
ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication process so that  DI MARE PTY LTD received only one set of communications moving forward. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any 
further communication from  DI MARE PTY LTD. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event 376). 
 
Public Comment 

 DI MARE PTY LTD were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 
(Event ID 4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 
additional email (Event ID 4879) informed  DI MARE PTY LTD that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access 
it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 186 days was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 376). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 376). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 



 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  DI MARE PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 186 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  DI MARE PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
376 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in 
response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered 
organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of 
emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being 
held. 
- Provided link to location details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2879 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3222 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



QUOTA POOL PTY LTD – ORG ID 177 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 QUOTA POOL PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 QUOTA POOL PTY LTD was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 QUOTA POOL PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): QUOTA POOL PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5  with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery/Western Tuna and Billfish 
Fishery/Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with QUOTA POOL PTY LTD with reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. QUOTA POOL PTY LTD engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing project updates following first submission. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with QUOTA POOL PTY LTD for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 
2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on QUOTA POOL PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 391; 4268; 940; 5315), by telephone call (Event 
ID 1511), by registered letters (Event ID(s) 2881; 3225), and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). QUOTA POOL 
PTY LTD communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered organisations (Event ID 694). 
ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication process so that QUOTA POOL PTY LTD received only one set of communications moving forward. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further 
communication from QUOTA POOL PTY LTD but continued to provide project update correspondence as necessary. 

 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 391) 
 
Public Comment 
QUOTA POOL PTY LTD were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 
4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional 
email (Event ID 4879) informed QUOTA POOL PTY LTD that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to QUOTA POOL PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 - a period of 185 days, was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 391). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 391). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 



 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with QUOTA POOL PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
QUOTA POOL PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on November 9, 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient 
information listed above to QUOTA POOL PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed QUOTA POOL PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, QUOTA POOL PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
391 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in 
response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered 
organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of 
emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being 
held. 
- Provided link to location details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2881 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3225 22/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 178 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  A FERGUSON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  A FERGUSON with reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  A FERGUSON engaged but did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. ConocoPhillips Australia provided ongoing project updates after the first submission. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 
2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 398; 4268; 940; 5315), by telephone call (Event 
ID 1511), by registered letter (Event ID 3029) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, voicing their frustration at the number of emails they were receiving due to their connection with multiple registered organisations (Event ID 694). 
ConocoPhillips Australia updated their communication process so  A FERGUSON received only one set of communications moving forward. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further 
communication from . 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 398) 
 

Public Comment 
 A FERGUSON were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 

4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional 
email (Event ID 4879) informed  A FERGUSON that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 398). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 398). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  A FERGUSON, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  A FERGUSON raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1511 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual. No answer. Left voice message requesting a call back. 
398 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

694 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual in 
response to email of 27/02/23 regarding being unhappy with amount of emails being received due to his connection with multiple registered 
organisations. 

4268 27/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to their previous correspondence of 27/02/23 regarding unhappiness due to the large volume of 
emails being sent due to their connection to multiple organisations. Apologised and confirmed investigation to solve the issue is underway.  
 
In addition - sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

940 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with information about Community Information Sessions about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Program. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
- Noted that residents and relevant persons are encouraged to attend and provide feedback and provided locations and times of the sessions being 
held. 
- Provided link to location details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3029 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) – ORG ID 179 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The SPFIA represents the interests of members who hold quota in Australia's 
small pelagic fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Small Pelagic Fishery 
Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) on their preferred method of consultation and communicated 
via email (Event ID(s) 1500; 3051, 4522; 4523, 707; 5289; 5315) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 5247; 5485; 6288). Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association 
Inc. (SPFIA) advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event ID 707). During consultation Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) was represented by a relevant person with 
multiple entities. The Record of Consultation table below shows some joint representation of functions, interests and activities (Event ID 707). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Public Comment 
Through their industry representative, Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023. Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA 
brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional notification informed them through the industry representative that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public 
comment process and detailed how they could access it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from this organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 16 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:   
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID’s 1158; 5247). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 A link to the Draft Environment Plan (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA), 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Tables below.   
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) between 16 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, (over a period of 206 
days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Small Pelagic Fishery Industry Association Inc. (SPFIA) raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation 
of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1500 16/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attachments:  
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4522 23/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding clarification as to best method of contact for an organisation the team has had difficulty reaching due to 
bounce back emails. 

4523 24/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding previous query for correct contact information for an organisation with bounce back emails as sent on 
23/03/23.  
 
Key discussion point: 
- Individual informed team he was also a representative for this organisation and that it connects to their social media where the team originally retrieved the 
email address that no longer works. 

707 28/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming relationship to organisation.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
- They are already well aware of drilling program as they are a relevant person for several organisations.  
- Also apologised to individual for being sent multiple emails with the same information due to his relationship with multiple organisations. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3051 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Individual responded to project update email sent on 24/08/23 from COP team and requested the COP team contact them regarding their relevant functions, 
interests and activities within the Otway Basin.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5289 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached letter to organisation to request for Input on the Otway Commercial Fishing Industry Adjustment Protocol. 
• Attached draft letter to commercial fishing licence holders that COP proposed to distribute by end of April. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 180 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   WHITE FISHING AND AQUACULTURE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING AND AQUACULTURE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 195, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 
1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1871, 2261, 3518, 3916). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 195). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 195) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1871).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 195). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1871). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 195).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1871) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 

November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, (over a period of 
185 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

195 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1871 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2261 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3518 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3961 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 181 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 195, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1871, 2261, 3518, 3961). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 195). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 195) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1871).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 195). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1871). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 195).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1871) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

195 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1871 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2261 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3518 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3961 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 182 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   MELLAS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  MELLAS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 202, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2660, 2837, 3525, 3968). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 202). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 202) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2660).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 202). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2660). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 202).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2660) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  MELLAS, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

202 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarised the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2660 31/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/08/24 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2837 8/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 31/07/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·  ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3525 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3968 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 183 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HOLDINGS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 4603, 988, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 1878, 2838, 3526, 3969). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4603). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4603) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1878).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4603). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1878). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4603).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1878) 
 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3526)  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. . 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

4603 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

988 14/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1878 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2838 25/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3526 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3969 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 

industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 184 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD is a  assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
Australia (COPA) provided CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia 
and provided one concern regarding consultation. CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD provided no information or objections or claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated with CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD via email (Event ID(s) 205; 3835; 5315; 5319), registered 
mail (Event ID(s) 1879; 3527; 3971) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). A representative of CULL FISHERIES 
PTY LTD communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via email and expressed concern that they had not received the correspondence previously sent to them (Event ID 3833). The CULL FISHERIES PTY 
LTD representative also provided ConocoPhillips Australia with their preferred contact information and requested they remain on the relevant person list and receive project updates (Event ID 3833). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD, however, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide the organisation wit project updates via 
campaign email.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1205). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 205). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID(s) 1157; 1205). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157; 1205). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 205). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157; 1205). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157; 1205). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 
CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 154 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.   
 
During consultation:   
During consultation, CULL FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1447 3833 The relevant person disputed the accuracy of an assessment 
received in a registered letter dated 19/09/23, stating that they 
had not received any phone calls or emails from the company. 
They also provided their preferred contact options. 

ConocoPhillips Australia contacted the organisation prior to this event: email with initial correspondence (ID 
205), six campaign emails (ID 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and two registered letters (ID 1879, 3527). 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

205 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1879 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3527 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3971 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3833 27/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on behalf of their organisation, following up a registered letter received on 18 September 2023. 
 
Individual stated: 
• They received a registered letter on 18 September 2023. 
• They believe the assessment in the letter is inaccurate as they have not received any communication from the COP team. 
 
Individual provided their contact information and requested to be included on the relevant person list and to be updated on the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 

3835 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following previous correspondence on same day. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Apology for any missed previous communications. 
• Confirmation of updated contact details. 
• Assurance of future updates regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Attachments of previous letters and information documents. 
• Introduction to an online consultation hub for further information and feedback. 
• Team member provided contact details for any further questions. 
 
Attached: 
• Two previous letters sent by COP team to individual's organisation 
• Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 185 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & AL NEWMAN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & AL NEWMAN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 206, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1880, 2265, 3528, 3972, 5365). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 206). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 206) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1880).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 206). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1880). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 206).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1880) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  & AL NEWMAN, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

206 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1880 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out 
of project correspondence. 

2265 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

3528 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts 
and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3972 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5365 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 186 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 209, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1884, 2267, 3531, 3973, 5323). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 209). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 209) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1884).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 209). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1884). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 209).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1884) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

209 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.   Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.   Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.   Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1884 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2267 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3531 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3973 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence 
about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5323 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation 
Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 187 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   LAVALLE FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  LAVALLE FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 214, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050), and registered letter (Event IDs 1889, 2271, 3536). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 214). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 214) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1889).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 214). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1889). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 214).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1889) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  LAVALLE FISHERIES PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, a period of 178 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

214 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1889 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2271 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3536 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 
and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd – ORG ID 189 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty 
Ltd engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1444; 203; 2885; 5315; 5319), telephone call (Event 
ID(s) 1556; 2709), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2871; 3000) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Corporate Alliance 
Enterprises Pty Ltd communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via outgoing telephone call (Event IDs 1556, 2709) and advised they would be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
and were interested in receiving updates about project developments. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication with Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd but continued to provide 
project updates via campaign emails.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1444). 
 
Public Comment  
Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 
2023 (Event ID 4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective 
comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed 
how they could access it.     
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from the organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 09 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1444). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1444). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 5155, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 



 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd between 09 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 203 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Corporate Alliance Enterprises Pty Ltd raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1444 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1556 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin.   
.  Individual has advised that 80% of the proposed area affects them and is therefore interested in the operations and further developments. 
.   COP advised that they are on a distribution list and would continue to provide information. 

203 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2709 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin. Unable to contact individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

2871 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2885 14/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. To organisation advising 
that COP have begun preparation of an Environment Plan for an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Noted that the organisation has not been appropriately contacted previously. 
• Notified that the consultation period had been extended to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Provided contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Notified that consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan unless advised otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3000 18/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 14/08/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



BEAVER FISHING CO – ORG ID 190 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 BEAVER FISHING CO was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 BEAVER FISHING CO was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 BEAVER FISHING CO is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): BEAVER FISHING CO is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with BEAVER FISHING CO with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. BEAVER FISHING CO engaged but did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. BEAVER FISHING CO withdrew from consultation on 25 August 2023. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on BEAVER FISHING CO preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID (176; 3066; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2869; 3201) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. However, BEAVER FISHING CO unsubscribed from receiving updates 
on 25 August 2023 (Event ID 4870). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 176). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to BEAVER FISHING CO to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 25 August 2023 (when BEAVER FISHING CO unsubscribed) was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 176). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 176). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with BEAVER FISHING CO, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
BEAVER FISHING CO received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to BEAVER FISHING CO between 27 February 2023 and 25 August a period of 180 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed BEAVER FISHING CO to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, BEAVER FISHING CO raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

176 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2869 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3201 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 14/08/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

4870 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from receiving updates. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 

3066 25/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Email was sent in response to individual's unsubscription from receiving Otway Exploration Drilling Program updates on 25 August 2023 via email.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of information provided: 
• The individual's request to unsubscribe from updates has been actioned. 
• The reason for the previous contact was due to potential impact on the individual's fishing activities. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of potential interference with Commonwealth and State fisheries and plans to put exclusion zones in place. 
• A commercial fishing adjustment protocol will be implemented to address economic impact due to displacement. 
• Consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and the regulation definition of a relevant person was 
provided. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless the individual advises otherwise. 
The individual was given the option to opt back into consultation at any time and contact details were provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 191 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be 

carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  R WILLIAMS PATRICIA M  MICHAEL G WILLIAMS AND DEBORAH J WILLIAMS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance 
with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  R WILLIAMS PATRICIA M WILLIAMS MICHAEL G WILLIAMS AND DEBORAH J WILLIAMS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a 
reasonable period of time. (Methodology EP Section 3.6).  R WILLIAMS PATRICIA M WILLIAMS MICHAEL G WILLIAMS AND DEBORAH J WILLIAMS engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims and unsubscribed from consultation on 25 August 2023. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event 
ID(s) 4593; 3066; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2873; 3220) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication 
methods. However,  unsubscribed from receiving updates (25 August 2023; Event ID 4870). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 25 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4593). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4593). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in 
the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment 

Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 25 August 
2023 - period of 181 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make 
an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to 
inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  R WILLIAMS PATRICIA M WILLIAMS MICHAEL G WILLIAMS AND DEBORAH J WILLIAMS raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4593 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2873 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3220 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

 
Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

4870 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from receiving updates. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 

3066 25/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Email was sent in response to individual's unsubscription from receiving Otway Exploration Drilling Program updates on 25 August 2023 via email.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The individual's request to unsubscribe from updates has been actioned. 
• The reason for the previous contact was due to potential impact on the individual's fishing activities. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of potential interference with Commonwealth and State fisheries and plans to put exclusion zones in place. 
• A commercial fishing adjustment protocol will be implemented to address economic impact due to displacement. 
• Consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and the regulation definition of a relevant person was 
provided. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless the individual advises otherwise. 
The individual was given the option to opt back into consultation at any time and contact details were provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 192 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 P & M WILLIAMS ENTERPRISES (N.Q.) PTY. LTD.is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  & M WILLIAMS ENTERPRISES (N.Q.) PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5  with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  & M WILLIAMS ENTERPRISES (N.Q.) PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  & M WILLIAMS 

 (N.Q.) PTY. LTD. engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims and unsubscribed from receiving updates on 25 August 2023. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 4592; 3066; 5315), registered mail Event ID(s) 
2880; 3219) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. However,  

 unsubscribed from receiving updates. (25 August 2023, Event ID 4870) 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 4592) 
 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February2023 and 25 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4592). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4592). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to between 27 February 2023 and 25 August 2023, a period of 179 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  & M WILLIAMS ENTERPRISES (N.Q.) PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4592 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2880 14/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of 
a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3219 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 14/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

4870 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL : Individual unsubscribed from receiving updates. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 

3066 25/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Email was sent in response to individual's unsubscription from receiving Otway Exploration Drilling Program updates on 25 August 2023 via 
email.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The individual's request to unsubscribe from updates has been actioned. 
• The reason for the previous contact was due to potential impact on the individual's fishing activities. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of potential interference with Commonwealth and State fisheries and plans to put exclusion zones in place. 
• A commercial fishing adjustment protocol will be implemented to address economic impact due to displacement. 
• Consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and the regulation definition of a relevant 
person was provided. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless the individual advises otherwise. 
The individual was given the option to opt back into consultation at any time and contact details were provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD – ORG ID 193 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 217, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1891, 2273, 3539, 3982). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 217). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 217) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1891).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 217). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1891). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 217).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1891) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation, DI FISHING EDEN PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

217 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1891 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2273 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3539 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3982 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 194 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 218, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1892, 2274, 3540, 3983, 5327). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 218). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 218) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1892).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 218). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1892). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 218).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1892) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

218 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with 
the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1892 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2274 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3540 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3983 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5327 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation 
Draft) included. 

 



DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD – ORG ID 195 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 219, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1893, 3185, 3541, 5324, 4691). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 219). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 219) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1893).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 219). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1893). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 219).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1893) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation, DOUBLE CREST PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

219 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1893 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3185 25/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3541 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 

updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4691 2/11/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as return to sender - Item Not Collected. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5324 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included 

 



 – ORG ID 196 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN was previously a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. However,  GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN is no 
longer involved in the industry. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  & J.A GARVEN & 

 GARVEN engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims, requesting that no further information be provided as they have left the industry. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 220; 5315 5319; 5321), registered letter (Event 
ID(s) 1894; 2275; 3542; 4018; 5328) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181).  communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, 
advising they have acknowledged their change in professional status and requested to stop receiving correspondence. (7 May 2024, Event ID 5320)   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 220). 
 
Withdrawal from consultation 

 GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN withdrew from consultation on 7 May 2024 as they had left the industry. ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged the request (Event ID 5321). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level information provided 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 220). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 220). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan.  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 



Information Received  
During consultation with  GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  GARVEN & J.A GARVEN & J.H GARVEN raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

220 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1894 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2275 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3542 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4018 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5320 7/05/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 6 May 2024. Individual acknowledged their change in professional status and requested to stop 
receiving correspondence. 

5328 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol 
and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5321 13/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to previous correspondence via email on 7 May 2024 acknowledging their change in status and request to stop 
receiving correspondence. The individual was removed from all distribution lists.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team noted individual was removed from mailing list. 
• Provided information of how to 'opt-in' again. 
• Team provided contact details for further questions or corrections. 

 



 – ORG ID 197 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   NG is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  NG with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 221, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 1895, 3543). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 221). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 221) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1895).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 221). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1895). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 221).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 221). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1895) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

221 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1895 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2276 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3543 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4019 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 198 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   NG is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  NG with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 281, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 3031, 3208, 3600, 4068). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 281). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 281) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 281). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 281). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 281).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3031) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, (over a period of 185 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

281 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3031 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

3208 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3600 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4068 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 199 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   KIN SANG KWOK is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  KIN SANG KWOK with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 286, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 3030, 3209, 3606). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 286).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 286) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3030).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 286). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3030). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 286).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3030) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, (a period of 185 days)).  

 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

286 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3030 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



3209 31/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3606 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 



documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 200 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   MJ & PA BOSCHETTI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  MJ & PA BOSCHETTI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 223, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1897, 2278, 3545, 4020). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 223). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 223) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1897).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 223). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1897). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 223).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1897) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

223 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1897 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2278 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3545 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4020 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 201 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & J  BOSCHETTI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & J  BOSCHETTI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 269, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 3024, 3206, 3588. 4058). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 269). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 269) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3024).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 269). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3024). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 269).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157) 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3024) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

269 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3024 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3206 1/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3588 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4058 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 202 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 303, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 3036, 3212, 3620, 3620). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 303). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 303) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3036).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 303). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3036). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 303).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3036) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, LATITUDE FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

303 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3036 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
 
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3212 1/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3620 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4086 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD – ORG ID 203 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 469, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 3047, 3237, 3462, 4672). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 469). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 469) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3047).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 469). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3047). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 469).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3047) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, (over a period of 185 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, WILLOWOOD HOLDINGS PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

469 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 



• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3047 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3237 1/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3462 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4672 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 204 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD.’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 224, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1898, 2890, 3546, 4021, 5393). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 224). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 224) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1898).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 224). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1898). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 224).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1898) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, EFFICIENT SEA MARINE PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

224 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1898 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2898 24/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023. Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item Not Collected.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3546 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4021 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



5393 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 
 
 



 – ORG ID 205 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

   

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

  
  
  
   
    
   
   
    
  
   

 
  
    
  
     
  

 
 

   
 

  

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided   KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  EMILY KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) 
PTY.
LTD  engaged but did not  provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.

Consultation process
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation  and communicated via email  (Event ID(s) 225;  5315), registered letters (Event ID(s) 1899;
2373; 3548; 4023) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181).  KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD  responded by email requesting consultation be made with Tuna 
Australia(Event ID 3832) on their behalf,  and CC'd other people they deemed may be relevant persons also.

In relation to the consultation process,  ConocoPhillips Australia received  0  assertions  and concerns, as shown in the  Assertions and  Concerns table below.
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event  225)

Sufficient Information  (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was provided to   to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or
activities, as described above. The  base level  information provided  27 February 2023,  and  29 June  2023  was:
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID  225).
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity  (Event ID 1637).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations)  Event ID  1157).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  (Event ID  1157).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged  (Event ID 1637).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  (Event ID  225).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars  (Event ID  1637).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  (Event ID 1637).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk  Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub  (Event ID  1157).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by  NOPSEMA).
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process,  indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and  related timing,  and the environmental assessment process.
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters (Event ID 3181).
 Further details on the  Otway  Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol  and link to OMICC website (Event ID 5315)
 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document  (Event ID 3548)

Information Received
During consultation with   KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD.  0 information(s) was received  regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities  as  shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)



received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 a period of 122 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, EMILY KRSTINA (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1) this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

225 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1899 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2373 12/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3548 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4023 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3832 27/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to commercial fishing registered letter sent on 18 September 2023.  
 
Also, outgoing email sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative on all project proposals and environmental plans. 
• Two companies be removed from the mailing list. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 206 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  CO PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 226, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1900, 2279, 3549, 4024). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 226).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 226) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1900).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 226). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1900). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 226).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1900) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  CO PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

226 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1900 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2279 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3549 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4024 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 207 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & H TRAWLING CO. PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & H TRAWLING CO. PTY. LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 227, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050), and registered letter (Event IDs 1901, 2280, 3556, 4025). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 227).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 227) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1901).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 227). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1901). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 227).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1901) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 29 June, a period of 122 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

227 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
Summary of Information Provided.  



 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1901 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2280 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

1637  31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3550 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4025 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



– ORG ID 208 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD withdrew from direct consultation in August 2023 (Event ID 3176). 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 228, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050), 
and registered letter (Event IDs1902, 2281, 3028, 3326).  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia advising they would like consultation to be made with industry 
representative and to be removed from mailing list (Event ID 3176). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive further responses to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event 228) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 228). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 228). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 

Information Received  

During consultation with  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 30 August 2023 over a period of 177 days.  
 
By the time of submission, despite their withdrawal from the process in August 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD to make an 
informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform 
the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation,  & S. CAMPISI PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

228 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1902 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2281 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3028 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3226 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3176 30/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. From individual of 
organisation requesting: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative. 
• To be removed from mailing list. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 209 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  G CAMPISI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 , with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  G CAMPISI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  G CAMPISI engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 405, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 1902, 2281, 3028, 3326).  communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia advising they would like consultation to be made with industry representative and 
to be removed from mailing list (Event ID 3176). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive further responses to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event 405) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 405). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 405). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 A link to the Draft Environmental Plan (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



       
 

 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentRelated Event ID Summary of Public CommentFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeStart DateEvent ID

405 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to   between  27 February 2023  and  24  August  2023  –  a period of 177  days.

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation
During consultation,  G CAMPISI raised 0 objections and claims about the possible  consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1902 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2281 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3028 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3226 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3176 30/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. From individual of 
organisation requesting: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative. 
• To be removed from mailing list. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



– ORG ID 210 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PIRRELLO & FMC FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PIRRELLO & FMC FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1132, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1903, 2280, 3551, 4026). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1132). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1132) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1903).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1132). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1903). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1132).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1903) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with F & H TRAWLING CO. PTY. LIMITED, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1132 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1903 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2282 6/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3551 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4026 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 211 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   K PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  K PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 990, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1904, 2374, 3552, 5325). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 990). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 990) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1904).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 990). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1904). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 990).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1904) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  K PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, (over a period of 122 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

990 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1904 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2374 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3552 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5325 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



FISHAN PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 212 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FISHAN PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FISHAN PTY. LTD. was identified via Desktop Research. 
 FISHAN PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): FISHAN PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 , with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery/Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided FISHAN PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. FISHAN PTY. LTD. engaged but did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on FISHAN PTY. LTD.’s preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 231; 902; 3355; 5315; 5319), registered letter (Event ID(s) 3023; 3553; 
4028; 5402) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1558; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). An Organisation representative advised of their interest in being consulted for 
their associated business (Event ID: 3354). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide updates as they became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 231). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to FISHAN PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 231). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 231). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' (Event ID 3553) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5402 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with FISHAN PTY. LTD., 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
FISHAN PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to FISHAN PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 – a period of 178 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FISHAN PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, FISHAN PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

231 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

902 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team 
encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected 
by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

3050 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

3023 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3354 12/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual requesting to be consulted as the relevant person on behalf of their organisation and 
their associated organisation. 

3355 13/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to a previous email received on the 12 September 2023.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Required more information on the functions, interests, and activities individual’s organisations. 
• Asked the individual how they would like to be consulted for the remainder of the Exploration Drilling Program EP 
development process. 
• Provided an example of objections and claims received from the commercial fishing industry during consultation.  
• Offered to meet to discuss further. 
 
Attached: 
• Attached relevant documents.  
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 11 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3553 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4028 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 

now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5402 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 213 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 232, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1905, 2283, 3554, 4029). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 232).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 232) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1905).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 232). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1905). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 232).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1905) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with FISHFINDER PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, FISHFINDER PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

232 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

  

1905 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2283 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

  

3554 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

4029 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED – ORG ID 214 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 234, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1907, 2285, 3556, 4052). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 234).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 234) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1907).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 234). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1907). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 234).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1907) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, FM INVESTMENTS (NSW) PTY LIMITED raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

234 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1907 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2285 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3556 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4032 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



PRIME CATCH PTY LTD – ORG ID 215 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PRIME CATCH PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PRIME CATCH PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 PRIME CATCH PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PRIME CATCH PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided PRIME CATCH PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PRIME CATCH PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 388, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 3042, 3224, 3698, 4086). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 388).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PRIME CATCH PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 388) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3042).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 388). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3042). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 388).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3042) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with PRIME CATCH PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PRIME CATCH PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to PRIME CATCH PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, (over a period of 178 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PRIME CATCH PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, PRIME CATCH PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

388 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3042 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3224 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3698 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4806 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 216 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 235, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1908, 3557, 5386). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 235).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 235) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1908).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 235). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1908). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 235).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1908) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, FOBBING HALL PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

235 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1908 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2286 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3557 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4033 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5386 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



OPUS2 PTY LTD – ORG ID 217 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 OPUS2 PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 OPUS2 PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 OPUS2 PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  OPUS2 PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided OPUS2 PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on OPUS2 PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 352, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 3041, 3342, 3674, 4716). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 352).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to OPUS2 PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 352) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3041).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 352). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3041). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 352).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3041) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with OPUS2 PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
OPUS2 PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to OPUS2 PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, (over a period of 178 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed OPUS2 PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, OPUS2 PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

352 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3041 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3342 5/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3674 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4716 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 218 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 236, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1911, 3559). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 236).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 236) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1911).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 236). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1911). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 236).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1911) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation, FRIEND FISHING PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

236 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1911 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3559 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4035 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 219 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   KRAUSE  J.I  is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  KRAUSE   with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made but no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 237, 3092, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1912, 2288, 3560, 4036). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 237).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 237) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1912).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 237). 
   Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3092).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1912). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 237).  
   Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157).   
   Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3092). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1912) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  KRAUSE & J.I KRAUSE, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 August 2023 a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

237 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1912 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2288 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3092 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding continued development of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• COP has commenced the release draft EP chapters for consultation on project consultation hub. 
• Invited relevant persons to provide feedback before 30 September 2023. 
Contact details for feedback provided and hyperlink for project consultation hub provided.  

3560 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4036 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 
 



FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD – ORG ID 220 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1133, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1909, 2287, 3558, 4034). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1133).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1133) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1909).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1133). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1909). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1133).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1909) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. 



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, FRESH CAUGHT PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

1133 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1909 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2287 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3558 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4034 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 221 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HOLDINGS PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HOLDINGS PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 239, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1913, 2289, 3561, 4694). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 239).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 239) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1913).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 239). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1913). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 239).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1913) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. .  



 
 

 
 

 
   

   
 

 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

239 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  o make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity
on their  functions, interests or activities  and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation
During consultation,  raised  0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1913 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 07/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.    

2289 7/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3561 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4694 13/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 222 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J KENNEDY PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery/Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J KENNEDY PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 243, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1917, 2292, 3564, 4039). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 243).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 243) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1917).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 243). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1917). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 243).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1917) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  J KENNEDY PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 
 



  
  

      

  
 

 
 

   
  

 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

243 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial  submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  ConocoPhillips

Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and  29 June  2023,  (over  a period of 122  days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed   to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities  and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1917 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2292 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3564 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4039 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 223 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & MJ STEVENSON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & MJ STEVENSON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 244, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 1914, 2290, 4037, 3562). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 244).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 244) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1917).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 244). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1917). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 244).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1917) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with  & MJ STEVENSON, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

244 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1914 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2290 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3562 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4037 21/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Australia Post Verified as Delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 224 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   TOWN SEAFOODS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided   SEAFOODS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 248, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1920, 2294, 3567, 4042). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 248). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 248) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1920).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 248). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1920). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 248).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1920)  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 TOWN SEAFOODS PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  TOWN SEAFOODS PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

248 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1920 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2294 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3567 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4042 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 225 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   INVESTMENTS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  INVESTMENTS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Consultation process
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 249, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637,
2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1921, 3568, 4043, 5329). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 249).

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:
  Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 249)
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1921).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 249).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1921).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 249).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1921)
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process.
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181).

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 INVESTMENTS PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  INVESTMENTS P  LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation,  INVESTMENTS PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

249 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with 
the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1921 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3568 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided.  

4043 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5329 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation 
Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 226 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   LAIDLER & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
  

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

   
  
  
   
   
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
  

 
 

 
 

  
  

   

ConocoPhillips Australia  provided   LAIDLER & ASSOCIATES PTY LTD  with  a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received.

      

 

    
      
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
   

      

Consultation process
ConocoPhillips Australia sought  direction on  preferred  method of consultation  and communicated via email (Event ID’s  1134, 5315),  Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157,
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1923, 2295, 3570, 4044). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1134).

Sufficient Information  (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was  provided to  to allow  an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests
or activities, as described above. The  base level of  information  provided  between 27 February 2023 and  8 June 2023  was:
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID  1134
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure  that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID  1923).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID  1134).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs  1157).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID  1923).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID  1134).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs  1157, 1637).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID  1157).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID  1157).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1923)
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process.
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181).
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
  received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  LAIDLER & ASSOCIATES PTY  between  27 February 2023  and  8 June 2023  (over  a period of 101 days).



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentRelated Event ID Summary of Public CommentFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

SummaryEvent TypeStart DateEvent ID

1134 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 

  
 

   

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  LAIDLER &  to make an informed assessment of the possible
consequences  of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where  appropriate,
control measures  have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  LAIDLER & ASSOCIATES PTY  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1923 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2295 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3570 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4044 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 227 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  P PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5  with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  P PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  P PTY LTD engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 252; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 1924; 3571) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips continued to provide updates to representative after  requested to be represented by their industry representative on 
September 2023 (Event ID: 3812).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 252). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)   
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 27 February and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 252). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 252). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries (Event ID 3571) 
 Link to the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) website. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  P PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February and 29 June 2023 – over a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  P PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), this is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

252 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

3050 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1924 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3571 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3812 26/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to a registered letter sent on 19 September 2023. Individual requested the 
consultation regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be made with their industry representative. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD – ORG ID 228 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
  
   
   
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia  provided  GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD  with  a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were  made, with no 
response received.
Consultation process
ConocoPhillips Australia sought  direction on  GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD  preferred  method of consultation  and communicated via email (Event ID’s 225,  5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205,
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters  (Event ID’s 1926, 2911,  3573, 4706, 5326). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 225).

Sufficient Information  (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was  provided to  GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD  to allow  an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities,
as described above. The  base level of  information provided  between 27 February 2023 and  8 June 2023  was:
  Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID  255)
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure  that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID  1926).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID  255).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs  1157).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID  1926).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID  255).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs  1157, 1637).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID  1157).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID  1157).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1926)Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental 

assessment process.
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181).

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.



  
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

255 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD between  27 February 2023 and  8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been  assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  GREAT OCEAN TUNA PTY LTD  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with 
the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1926 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.    

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2911 18/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3573 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided.  

4706 20/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence 
about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5326 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation 
Draft) included. 

 



HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD – ORG ID 229 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
  

 
 

     
  

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
  
   
   
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  

 
 

 
 

  
   

  

ConocoPhillips Australia  provided  HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD  with  a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were  made, with no 
response received.
Consultation process
ConocoPhillips Australia sought  direction on  HAGFISH  AUSTRALIA PTY LTD  preferred  method of consultation  and communicated via email  (Event ID’s  257, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625,
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1954, 2296,  3576, 4046).  ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 257).

Sufficient Information  (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was  provided to  HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY LTD  to allow  an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities,
as described above. The  base level of  information provided  between  27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023  was:
  Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID  257)
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure  that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID  1954).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID  257).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs  1157).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID  1954).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID  257).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs  1157, 1637).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID  1157).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID  1157).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1954)Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental 

assessment process.
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181).

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY received initial engagement about the activity in  February  2023, 255  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY between  27 February 2023 and  8 June 2023 (over a period  of 101 days).



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

257 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed HAGFISH AUSTRALIA  PTY to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, HAGFISH AUSTRALIA PTY raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table..



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both 
share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1954 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2296 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3576 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4046 5/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 230 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 258, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letter (Event 1956, 2298, 3577, 4047). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 258).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 258) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1956).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 258). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1956). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 258).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1956) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days). 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, HAPUKU FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

258 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial 
correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1956 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2298 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3577 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Sent Registered Mail - Letter confirming our multiple contact attempts regarding our relevant persons list and ceasing communication regarding 
ongoing consultation unless stakeholder notifies otherwise. Included with this letter is a final assessment document regarding how we have 
assessed the environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and the control measures we have identified that will reduce impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

4047 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 231 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HOLDINGS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 261; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 1960; 2299; 3580; 
4050) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 8181). ConocoPhillips Australia received communication from  requesting removal from the mailing 
list and that the organisation be represented by a nominated Industry Representative (Event ID: 3288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 261). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)   
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 261). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 261). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to the Draft Environmental Plan. 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3580) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  HOLDINGS PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)   



 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  HOLDIN  PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  HOLDINGS PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

261 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback 
could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1960 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2299 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions 
of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3288 1/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to a campaign email sent on 31 August 2023. Summary of Information 
received: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative on all project proposals and environmental plans. 
• To be removed from the mailing list. 

3580 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4050 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 232 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (262, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 
3859, 4392, 4846, 4879) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1961, 2300, 3581, 4051). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 262).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 262) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1961).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 262). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1961). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 262).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1961) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  HOLDINGS PT  LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  HOLDINGS PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

262 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to 
share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1961 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2300 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3581 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4051 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 
and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



MARTRUDAN PTY LTD – ORG ID 233 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 MARTRUDAN PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 MARTRUDAN PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 MARTRUDAN PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  MARTRUDAN PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided MARTRUDAN PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on MARTRUDAN PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 335, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050) and 
Registered Letters (Event ID’s 3040, 3214, 3652, 4757). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 335).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to MARTRUDAN PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 335) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3040).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 335). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3040). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 335).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3040) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
MARTRUDAN PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to MARTRUDAN PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed MARTRUDAN PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, MARTRUDAN PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

335 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
 Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3040 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3214 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3652 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 

including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4757 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 234 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 264, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1963, 2421, 3583, 4053). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 264).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 264) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1963).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 264). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1963). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 264).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1963) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

264 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1963 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2421 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3583 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4053 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 235 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & SONS PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & SONS PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 265, 273, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181) and Registered Emails (Event ID’s 164, 2301, 3584, 4054). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 265).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 265) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1964).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 265). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1964). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 265).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1964) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
HURSEY & SONS PTY. LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to HURSEY & SONS PTY. LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed HURSEY & SONS PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, HURSEY & SONS PTY. LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

265 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

273 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1964 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2301 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3584 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4054 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 236 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A HURSEY (SNR) is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A HURSEY (SNR) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 273, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event D’s 3027, 3207, 3592, 4062). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 273).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 273) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 273). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 273). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  A HURSEY (S  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  A HURSEY (SNR) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

273 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3027 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3207 1/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3592 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 

including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4062 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD – ORG ID 237 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 266, 5315), Campaign Email (Event ID’s 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1965, 2302, 3585, 4055). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 266). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 266) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1965).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 266). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1965). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 266).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1965) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days). 



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, ILLAWARRA TRADING PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

266 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to 
share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1965 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of 
project correspondence.   

2302 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3585 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4055 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 238 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 267, 2952, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event 
ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2956, 3205, 3586, 4056, 5330). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 267). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 267) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2956).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 267). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2956). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 267).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2956) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



  
 

  
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

267 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

Reasonable Period  (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
 BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial  submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and  11 May  2023 (over a period of  73  days).

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  BELLA PROPERTY HOLDING PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences  of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2952 17/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, as organisation acting 
as a primary point of contact for relevant registered commercial fishing entities for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP consultation, 
18/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Purpose of the exploration activities. 
• Listed registered commercial fishing entities concerned. 
• Extension of the consultation period to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• How consultation records will be handled. 
 
Personalised letters for registered commercial fishing entities (5) attached: 
• To individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
• Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 3 September 2023 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2956 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3205 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 17/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3586 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 

information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4056 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5330 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation 
Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 239 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Small Pelagic Fishery/ Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 359, 2963, 5315, 5319), Capmaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 3216, 3665, 4821, 5330). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 359). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 359) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2963).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 359). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2963). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 359).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2963) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process (3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



   

 
 

 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

359 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, 
identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining 
the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to   between 27 February 2023 and  8  June 2023 (over a period of  101  days).
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed   to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been  assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the 
consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in 
offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway 
Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration 
wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to 
seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback 
could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation 
hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure 
all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, 
interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on 
locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2952 17/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, 
as organisation acting as a primary point of contact for relevant registered commercial fishing entities for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP consultation, 18/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Purpose of the exploration activities. 
• Listed registered commercial fishing entities concerned. 
• Extension of the consultation period to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• How consultation records will be handled. 
 
Personalised letters for registered commercial fishing entities (5) attached: 
• To individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed drilling program. 
• Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 3 
September 2023 and provided contact details.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the 
community. 
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless 
they opt out of project correspondence. 

2963 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the 
community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 
03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless 
they opt out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about 
the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 
2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf 
versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and 
provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed 
assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s 
plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to 
NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3216 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 17/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3665 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 

updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their 
functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease 
contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that 
are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the 
information provided. 

4821 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration 

between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who 
represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) 
and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) 
and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5330 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy 
of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD – ORG ID 240 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery/ Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 1092, 2952, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails 
(Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2954, 3234, 3741, 4725, 5330). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1092). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1092) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2954).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1092). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2954). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1092).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2954) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



   

 
 

 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1092 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD  received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD  between 27 February 2023 and  8  June 2023 (over a period of 101  days).
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  THREE FRIENDS FISHING COMPANY PTY LTD  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2952 17/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, as 
organisation acting as a primary point of contact for relevant registered commercial fishing entities for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP consultation, 18/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Purpose of the exploration activities. 
• Listed registered commercial fishing entities concerned. 
• Extension of the consultation period to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• How consultation records will be handled. 
 
Personalised letters for registered commercial fishing entities (5) attached: 
• To individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
• Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 3 September 
2023 and provided contact details.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence. 

2954 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3234 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 17/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3741 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 

updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4725 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5330 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD – ORG ID 241 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher in the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark 
Fishery/Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 1093, 1158, 1637, 2625, 2952, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2955, 3244, 3742, 4722, 5330).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1093). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1093) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1093). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1093).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, THREE FRIENDS QUOTA HOLDING PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1093 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2955 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2952 17/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acting as a primary point of contact for multiple relevant registered commercial fishing entities for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP consultation, 18/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Purpose of the exploration activities. 
• Listed registered commercial fishing entities concerned. 
• Extension of the consultation period to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• How consultation records will be handled. 
 
Personalised letters for registered commercial fishing entities (5) attached: 
• To individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
• Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 3 September 2023 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3244 6/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 17/08/2023. Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item Not Collected. 
3742 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4722 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5330 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD – ORG ID 243 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery/ Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 448, 2952, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails 
(Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2953, 3235, 3746, 4713, 5330). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 448). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 448) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2953).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 448). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2953). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 448).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2953) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).   
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation, TRANSTASMAN FISHERIES AUSTRALIA PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

448 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2952 17/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, as organisation acting as a 
primary point of contact for relevant registered commercial fishing entities for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP consultation, 18/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Purpose of the exploration activities. 
• Listed registered commercial fishing entities concerned. 
• Extension of the consultation period to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• How consultation records will be handled. 
 
Personalised letters for registered commercial fishing entities (5) attached: 
• To individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
• Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 3 September 2023 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2953 17/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 03/09/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3235 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3746 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4713 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence 
about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5330 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) 
included. 



 



 – ORG ID 244 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & N JARVIS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & N JARVIS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 268, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) 
and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1967, 2303, 3587, 4057). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 268).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 268) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1967).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 268). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1967). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 268).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1967)  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

268 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1967 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2303 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3587 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4057 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 245 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PAPAS & J PAPAS (T/A THE LOCAL CATCH) is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PAPAS & J PAPAS (T/A THE LOCAL CATCH) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 270, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 
1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 1968, 2304, 3589, 4059). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 270).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 270) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1968).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 270). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1968). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 270).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1968) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 PAPAS & J PAPAS (T/A THE LOCAL CATCH) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  PAPAS & J PAPAS (T/A THE LOCAL CATCH) between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  PAPAS & J PAPAS  THE LOCAL CATCH) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  PAPAS & J PAPAS (T/A THE LOCAL CATCH) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

270 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1968 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2304 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3589 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4059 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 246 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ANASTASOPOULOS & M ANASTASOPOULOS & J ANASTASOPOULOS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  ANASTASOPOULOS & M ANASTASOPOULOS & J ANASTASOPOULOS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple 
attempts of contact were made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 271, 5315), 
Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’S 1969, 2305, 3590, 4060). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. In 
relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 271).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided 27 February 2023 and 29 June was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 271) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1969).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 271). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1969). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 271).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1969) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 ANASTASOPOULOS & M ANASTASOPOULOS & J ANASTASOPOULOS received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public 

comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 
2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).  
   
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP 
and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

271 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1969 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2305 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3590 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4060 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 247 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 276, 453, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1973, 2308, 3594, 4064, 5366). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 276).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 276) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1973).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 276). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1973). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 276).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1973) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

276 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with 
notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

453 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with 
notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1973 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2308 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3594 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4064 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5366 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 248 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 

the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 

received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 278, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 

and registered letter (Event IDs 1980, 3598, 5371). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 278). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 

above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 278) 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1980).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 278). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1980). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 278).  

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1980) 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  

• Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 

their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 

in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation    

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 

outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

278 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1980 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

Otway Basin:  

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 

person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3598 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 

affected by the proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 

identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 

User Adjustment Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 

documents can be found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 

and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 

User Adjustment Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 

documents can be found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5371 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 

Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 

 



 – ORG ID 249 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 279, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 1979, 2310, 3597, 4066). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 279). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 279) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1979).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 279). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1979). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 279).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1979) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

279 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1979 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2310 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on 29/06/2023 the via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3597 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4066 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 250 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 

response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 280, 3098, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625,), 

and registered letter (Event IDs 1981, 2376, 3599, 4067). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 280). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 

as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 280) 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1981).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 280). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1981). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 280).  

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1981) 

• Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3098). 

 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 a period of 122 days. 

 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation  

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

280 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 

having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 

and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1981 29/06/2023 Letter - 

Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2376 10/07/2023 Letter - 

Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on 29/06/2023 the via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 

feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3098 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Information provided included: 

• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 

• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 

3599 19/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 

the proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 

control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4067 27/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on 19/09/2023 the via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 

industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 

Adjustment Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 

be found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 



 



 – ORG ID 251 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 

response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 282, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 

3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1982, 3601, 4069). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 282). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 282) 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1982).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 282). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1982). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 282).  

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1982) 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  

• Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation  

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

282 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 

look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 

to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1982 29/06/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3601 19/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - INTERNATIONAL REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 

proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 

measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4069 12/10/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

International registered mail sent on 29/06/2023 the via Australia Post verified international post cannot be tracked. However, if the item was sent using International Post 

Registered, a signature will be obtained when the item is delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 

the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 

Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 

found via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 252 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 

with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 

response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 294, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 

2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1994, 2379, 3613, 4982, 5368). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 294). 

  

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 294) 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1994).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 294). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1994). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 294).  

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1994). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  

• Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation  

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

294 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 

functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 

for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 

waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 

help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1994 29/06/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2379 12/07/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3613 19/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 

proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 

measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4882 23/11/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

Australia Post Verified as Return to Sender: Item not Collected. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 

Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 

Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 

via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 

organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  

 

Summary of Information Provided: 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 

Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 

via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

5368 8/05/2024 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and 

inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 253 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 

Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 

with no response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 296, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 

2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 1996, 3615). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 296). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 296) 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1996).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 296). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1996). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 296).  

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1996) 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  

 

Information Received  

During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  



 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 

consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 

control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation  

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 

consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

296 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 

functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 

for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 

waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 

help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1996 29/06/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2320 4/07/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3615 19/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 

proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 

measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4081 21/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 

Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 

Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 

via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 254 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 

received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 300, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 

and registered letter (Event IDs 1999, 2380, 3618, 4084). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 300).  

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 300) 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1999).  

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 300). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1999). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 300).  

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1999). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  

• Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 

adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation    

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 

(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

300 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 

functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 

for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 

which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 

waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 

help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1999 29/06/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 

 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  

 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2380 11/07/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 

potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 

Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3618 19/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 

proposed activity. 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 

 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 

measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

 

Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event 

ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

4084 5/10/2023 Letter - 

Registered 

Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 

Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 

Protocol. 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 

via link provided in email. 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 

• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 255 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & A KAVADAS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & A KAVADAS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 301, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2001, 2325, 3619, 4085). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 301). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 301) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2001).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 301). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2001). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 301).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2001). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

301 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 
for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2001 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2325 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3619 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

4085 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 256 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  FISHERIES PTY LTD engaged but did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.   

Consultation Process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 302; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2002; 2326; 3621; 
4663) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181).  FISHERIES PTY LTD communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly and advised of their request to be removed 
from the mailing list, as a result  FISHERIES PTY LTD requested to be represented by their nominated Industry Representative (Event ID: 4842). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 302). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)   
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 302). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3181). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 302). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3181). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHERIES PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)   



 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

302 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2002 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2326 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3621 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4663 10/11/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4842 16/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation who had received CoP letter dated 18/09/2023. 
• Organisation confirmed they had received letter regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Asked to be removed from mailing list and liaise with individual from other organisation. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 257 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   SEAFOODS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  SEAFOODS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 305, 1205, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 2004, 2328, 3623, 4088). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 305). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 305) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2004).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 305). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2004). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 305).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2004). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

305 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2004 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2328 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3623 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

4088 5/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 258 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ROBERT & TANIA LYNETTE CASTLE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided   & TANIA LYNETTE CASTLE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 307, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2006, 2329, 3625, 4091). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 307). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 307) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2006).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 307). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2006). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 307).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2006.) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

307 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2006 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2329 6/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3625 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4091 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 259 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD engaged but 
did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 313; 3895; 5315; 5319), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2014; 
2383; 3632; 4678, 5372) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181).  contacted ConocoPhillips Australia advising of their request to be represented 
by a nominated Industry Representative in October 2023 (Event ID: 3900). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 313). 
 
Sufficient (Methodology EP Section 3.5)   
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 313). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 313). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3632) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)   



 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

313 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback 
could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2014 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2383 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions 
of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3632 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4678 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3900 4/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COPA team with copy to the representative body for their multiple entities and 
NOPSEMA. Requested that the four companies be removed from the list of relevant organisations. Individual requested 
that the COP team contact another industry organisation directly on consultation. 

3895 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual clarifying if the four companies wish to be taken off the list of relevant 
organisations. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5372 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



– ORG ID 260 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD engaged but 
did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 327, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2014, 2383, 3037, 3293, 3632, 3644, 4731, 5372).  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD contacted ConocoPhillips Australia advising of their request to be represented by a 
nominated Industry Representative in October 2023 (Event ID: 3900). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 327). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 327). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 327). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3632) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, a period of 178 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  ENTERPRISES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

327 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2014 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2383 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3037 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and 
provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3293 5/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3632 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 

and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3644 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4731 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3900 4/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COPA team with copy to the representative body for their multiple entities and 

NOPSEMA. Requested that the four companies be removed from the list of relevant organisations. Individual requested that 
the COP team contact another industry organisation directly on consultation. 

3895 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual clarifying if the four companies wish to be taken off the list of relevant 
organisations. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5372 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



– ORG ID 261 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, Commercial fisher assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 , with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  FISHERIES PTY  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  FISHERIES PTY LTD engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event IDs 314, 3895, 5315, 5319), registered letter (2015, 2384, 3085, 3246, 
3633, 3748, 4683, 5369, 5403), and campaign email correspondence. During the consultation process ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide updates to the Environment Plan as they became available 
(Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). In October 2023,  FISHERIES PTY LTD contacted ConocoPhillips Australia advising of their request to be represented by a nominated Industry Representative (4 
October 2023; Event ID: 3900) after which ConocoPhillips Australia no longer communicated except to clarify the advice and provide information about the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative 
(OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315/5319 and 5369/5403).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 314). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 28 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 314). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 314). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHERIES PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 28 August 2023 a period of 182 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

314 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2015 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2384 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3085 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 29/09/23 and 
provided contact details.  
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3246 5/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 28/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3633 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 

and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3748 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4683 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3900 4/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COPA team with copy to the representative body for their multiple entities and 

NOPSEMA. Requested that the four companies be removed from the list of relevant organisations. Individual requested that 
the COP team contact another industry organisation directly on consultation. 

3895 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual clarifying if the four companies wish to be taken off the list of relevant 
organisations. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5369 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5403 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 262 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & P BASILE PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & P BASILE PTY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 316, 324, 3099, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 
1637, 2625, 3050), and registered letter (Event IDs 2016,2334, 3026, 3213, 3635, 3641, 3641, 4692, 4720, 5395). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 316). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 316) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2016).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 316). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2016). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 316).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2016). 
    Draft Environment Plan. 
    Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 
considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all 
feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 

 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

316 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

324 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. Email containing notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2016 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  

2334 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3026 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  

3099 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals of organisation about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan 
for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 
• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 

3213 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3635 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 

updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3641 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4692 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
4720 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5395 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 263 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BASILE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BASILE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 316, 324, 3099, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050), and registered letter (Event IDs 2016, 2334, 3026, 3213, 3641, 4692, 4720, 3635,). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event 3097)  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 316) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2016).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 316). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3026).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2016). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 316).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3026). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2016). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, a period 178 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

316 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with notice of 
preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

324 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email containing 
notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2016 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2334 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3026 24/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3099 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals of organisation about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation that could be found following the shared link. 
• A request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 

3213 30/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3635 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3641 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4692 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

4720 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5395 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 264 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD.’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1238, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2012, 2382, 3630, 4665). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 3097) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1138) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2012).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1138). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2012). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1138).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2012). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 
considered that the process of consultation had allowed LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all 
feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 
During consultation  
During consultation, LUCKY S FISHING PTY. LTD. Raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1138 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2012 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2382 12/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3630 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4665 28/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 265 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BISHOP & O.E BISHOP is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BISHOP & O.E BISHOP with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 318 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2017, 2018, 3636, 4699). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 318) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 318) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2017).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 318). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2017). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 318).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2017.) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

318 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2017 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2018 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3636 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4699 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 266 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   INVESTMENTS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  INVESTMENTS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 319, 5315, 5310), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2019, 2385, 3637, 4707, 5373). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 319). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 319) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2019).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 319). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2019). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 319).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2019). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days. By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 
considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all 
feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

319 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2019 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2385 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3637 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4707 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5373 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD – ORG ID 267 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 321, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2020, 32423, 3638). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 321). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 321) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2020).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 321). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2020). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 321).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2020). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, MAINTENANCE MARINE PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

321 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2020 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2423 14/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3638 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



NSW Aboriginal Land Council– ORG ID 268 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 NSW Aboriginal Land Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 NSW Aboriginal Land Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 NSW Aboriginal Land Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  NSW Aboriginal Land Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. NSW Aboriginal Land Council is a peak representative body of NSW Aboriginal Australians. It has Mandate under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 
(NSW) to develop land rights among NSW Aboriginal people through its network of 120 Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALCs). Functions include the creation of an economic base for Aboriginal 
communities, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other cultural materials within NSW. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with NSW Aboriginal Land Council resulted in meaningful information gathering regarding consultation with First Nations communities and organisations. NSW 
Aboriginal Land Council provided ConocoPhillips Australia with contact list information for members of the Southern Zone of the NSW LALC’s. NSW Aboriginal Land Council did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, or objections and claims.  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on NSW Aboriginal Land Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via telephone call (Event ID 2918) and email (Event ID(s) 2930; 2931; 2933; 2975; 
3337). A member of NSW Aboriginal Land Council communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly during an outgoing telephone call where ConocoPhillips Australia requested names and contact numbers 
for members of the Southern Zone NSW LALC. The member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council requested for written requests to be made via email (Event ID 2918). ConocoPhillips Australia obliged NSW 
Aboriginal Land Council’s request and followed up the information request via email (Event ID 2930; 2933). ConocoPhillips Australia also requested assistance in clarifying NSW Aboriginal Land Council’s 
preferences on how and if they wished to engage in consultation for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 2930; 2933). ConocoPhillips Australia also extended an invitation to provide a 
briefing for the South Coast Region ALCs and provided NSW Aboriginal Land Council with project information and a link to the Consultation Hub (Event ID 2975). NSW Aboriginal Land Council provided a list of 
the Southern Zone LALC’s with contact details as requested (Event ID 3337) but did not respond to ConocoPhillips briefing invitation or offer of further engagement. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2975).   
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to NSW Aboriginal Land Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 15 August 2023 and 18 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2957). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2957). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2957). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2957). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 2957). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2957). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2957). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 2975). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period.  
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process.  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information from the NSW Aboriginal Land Council. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
NSW Aboriginal Land Council received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 86 days initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to NSW Aboriginal Land Council between 15 August 2023 and 18 August 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed NSW Aboriginal Land Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, NSW Aboriginal Land Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of 
preparation of the EP 

1369 3337 Relevant person apologized for the delayed response and provided the requested 
contact list for the CEOs in the Southern Zone of the NSW ALC. This was requested on 
behalf of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, as these individuals have been 
identified as relevant persons in the unlikely event of loss of well control. 

ConocoPhillips Australia sent Registered Mail to each contact on the provided 
list on 04/07/2023 each being assigned their own Event ID number. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2918 15/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 15/08/23 to request contact list to enable calls to check receipt of registered letters.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Individual requested a written request to seek permission to provide. 



 
Key Actions:  
• Team to send email request.  

2930 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual of an organisation, following-up on an outgoing telephone call happened that day, to request a contact list of relevant 
persons to consult about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The team highlighted: 
• CoP obligation under regulation 11A of the Environment Regulations to ensure potentially affected parties are consulted. 
• A registered letter was sent on 4 July 2023 but no reply had been received. 
• Previous attempts to call individuals from the organisation have been unsuccessful. 
• A request for assistance in clarifying the organisation’s preferences on how and if to stay informed about the project. 

2931 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From automated system as bounce back notification of email sent on 15 August 2023, indicating a failure in email delivery. 
2933 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual of organisation on 15/08/23. The email was a resend of email sent on 15 August 2023 that had not been successfully 

delivered. 
2975 18/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual of organisation on 18/08/23 whose contact was shared as main point of contact in previous email exchange happened 

on 15 August 2023. The team shared: 
• CoP obligation to ensure potentially affected parties were consulted. 
• Invitation to participate as a relevant person, on behalf of organisation. 
• Kind request of acknowledgement by 25 August 2023. 
• Availability to brief organisation at their convenience. 
• CoP email and telephone contacts for any query. 
Information about the project was shared in the attachments:  
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3337 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual of organisation on 31/08/23 in response to COP’s email sent on 15 August 2023. The individual provided a list with 
contact phone numbers and email addresses as requested. 

 



 – ORG ID 269 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 323, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2021, 2386, 3640, 4712, 5370). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 323). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 323) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2021).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 323). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2021). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 323).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2021). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023, a period of 122 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

323 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2021 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2386 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3640 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4712 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5370 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 270 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   GIUSEPPE AGOSTINO & BARTOLINO PUGLISI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  GIUSEPPE AGOSTINO & BARTOLINO PUGLISI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 326, 5315), campaign email (Event 
IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2023, 2024, 3643, 4729). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 326). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 326) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2023).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 326). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2023). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 326).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2023). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  GIUSEPPE AGOSTINO & BARTOLINO PUGLISI, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023, (over a period of 
120 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

326 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2023 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2024 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3643 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4729 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 271 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SEAFOODS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
 ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  

engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  s preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event IDs 333, 5315, 5319), registered letter (Event IDs 2034, 2035, 
3650, 4751, 5374) and campaign email correspondence.  LTD requested during consultation that project proposals be consulted with by their nominated Industry Representative, along 
with this  LTD requested two associated companies to be removed from the mailing list on 27 September 2023 (Event ID: 3832). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide updates 
to the Environment Plan during consultation through campaign emails to ensure relevant person was informed of further developments as they became available (Event ID 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181) 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 333). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
 During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 333). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 333. 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 333).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 333). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the 

sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 a period of 120 days.  
At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,   LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

333 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance 
of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.    Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback 
could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2034 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 



 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they 
opt out of project correspondence.   

2035 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions 
of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3650 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4751 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3832 27/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to commercial fishing registered letter sent on 18 September 2023.  

 
Also, outgoing email sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative on all project proposals and environmental plans. 
• Two companies be removed from the mailing list. 



5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.   
  
Summary of Information Provided:  
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol.  
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email.  
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024.  
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail.  
• Link to OMICC website 

5374 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the 
Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



. – ORG ID 272 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 . was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 . was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 . is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHERIES PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHERIES PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on .’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 334, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2036, 3651). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 334). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to . to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 334) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2036).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 334). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2036). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 334).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2036). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHERIES PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to . between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023, (over a period of 120 days).  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed . to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, . raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

334 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 
for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2036 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2037 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3651 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4754 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 

 – ORG ID 273 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J GOODWIN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J GOODWIN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 337, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2040, 2041, 3654, 4763). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 337) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 337) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2040).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 337). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2040). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 337).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2040.) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023, (over a period of 120 days.) By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 
considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all 
feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

337 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2040 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2041 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3654 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4763 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 274 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & ML GOODWIN PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & ML GOODWIN PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 348, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 3039, 3661). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 348) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 348) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3039).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 348). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3039). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 348).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3039). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, a period of 178 days. By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 
considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all 
feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  

 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

348 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3039 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3329 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3661 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 
. 

4808 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 275 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 338, 3840, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2039, 3186). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. After registered letter (Event ID 2039) was returned, a further letter was sent 
(Event ID 3840). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 338) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 338) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2039).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 338). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2039). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 338).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2039). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

338 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2039 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3186 4/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item not Collected/ Insufficient Address. 

3840 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• CoP is preparing an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• No success in contacting the organisation through previous correspondence and registered post. 
• Organisation has been removed from the relevant person list for the activity and will no longer be contacted regarding consultation. 
• Organisation was invited to contact CoP if they wish to continue being consulted or if they believe the assessment is inaccurate. 
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter detailing this information.  
• Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 276 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   CONSOLIDATED FISHERMEN LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  CONSOLIDATED FISHERMEN LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 341, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 
1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050), and registered letter (Event IDs 2044, 2389, 3656, 4783). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 341) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 341) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2044).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 341). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2044). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 164).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and 341 (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2044). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  CONSOLIDATED FISHERMEN LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023, (over a period of 120 days). 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

341 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2044 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2389 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3656 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4783 9/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



 



 – ORG ID 277 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 342, 3141, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158), and registered letter 
(Event IDs 2045, 3567, 4787). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 342) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 342) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2045).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 342). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3141).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2045). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 342).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158) 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2045) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 August 2023, over a period of 183 days.  
 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

342 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2045 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

3141 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation about the ongoing development of an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation on COP consultation hub.  
• Request for feedback by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub, email or phone. 
 
Attached: 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 

3657 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4787 14/11/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered Post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered and waiting for collection.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 278 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 343, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event 
IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event ID 2046). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 343) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 343) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2046).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 343). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2046). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 343).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2046) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 a period of 120 days. 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, MERIDIAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

343 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2046 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2348 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Receiver not known at address.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3838 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding the preparation of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• CoP is preparing an Environment Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• No success in contacting the organisation through previous correspondence and registered post. 
• Organisation has been removed from the relevant person list for the activity and will no longer be contacted regarding consultation. 
• Organisation was invited to contact COP team if they wish to continue being consulted or if they believe the assessment is inaccurate. 
 
Attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter detailing this information.  
• Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



QUICKWIND PTY LTD – ORG ID 279 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 QUICKWIND PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 QUICKWIND PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 QUICKWIND PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  QUICKWIND PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided QUICKWIND PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on QUICKWIND PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 389, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 3045, 3699). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 389) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to QUICKWIND PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 389) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3045).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 389). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3045). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 389).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3045) 
    Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
    Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with QUICKWIND PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



QUICKWIND PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to QUICKWIND PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 178 days).  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed QUICKWIND PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, QUICKWIND PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

389 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3045 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3188 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3699 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4811 14/11/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered - Returned to sender.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 280 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & TELLY ALESIOS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & TELLY ALESIOS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 344, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2048, 2049, 3658, 3658). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 344) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 344) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158; 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637; 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 344).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2048) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

344 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2048 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2049 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3658 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4793 12/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 281 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BALLANTYNE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided   with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 345, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 2050, 2051, 3659, 4797). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 345) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 345) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 345). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 345).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2050) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, (over a period of 73 days). By the time of 
submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

345 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2050 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2051 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3659 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4797 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 282 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J WHITE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 346, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2052, 3660). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 346) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 346) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 346). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 346).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 

 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

346 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2052 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2391 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3660 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4804 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 283 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  V HARDY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  V HARDY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  V HARDY engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1971; 5315), by registered mail (Event ID(s) 2053; 2054) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia and provided thanks 
for responding to registered mail sent on 27/06/2023 (Event ID 2053) and expressed interest in being kept informed about the proposed activity due to their role as active fishers and charter vessel operators in 
the area. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide  V HARDY with project update correspondence via campaign email as project updates became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2053) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 11 May 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2053). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637) 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2053). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  V HARDY, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 11 May 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 47 days). 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  V HARDY raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2053 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2054 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1959 4/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team and CC'd to another relevant party also to thank COP in response to registered letter sent on 27 June 2023.  
 
Summary of Information Received: 
• Thanked for the information received on proposed activity in Otway Basin. 
• Expressed interest in being kept informed about the proposed activity due to their role as active fishers and charter vessel operators in the area. 

1971 4/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, thanking them for reaching out and their interest on the 
OEDP on 04/07/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Confirmed that COP team will continue to provide update and information to individual, as requested. 
• Encouraged individual to provide feedback or request a meeting. 
• Provided clarification on Otway Exploration Drilling Program: no seismic acquisition will be included, seabed surveys will be included and difference between seabed 
surveys and seismic surveys. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 284 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HYDRAULICS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.   HYDRAULICS PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HYDRAULICS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1094, 5315), campaign email correspondence (Event IDs 1158, 
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2055, 2944, 3622, 4812). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1094) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1094) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1094).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, over a period of 185 days (over a period of 73 days) By the time 
of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  

 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1094 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2055 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2944 25/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3662 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4812 20/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 285 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J BUSH is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J BUSH is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J BUSH with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1097, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2068, 3672). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1097) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1097) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1097).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2068) 
    Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
    Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, a period of (over a period of 73 days).  



Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
1097 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2068 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2394 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3672 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4810 13/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 286 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   D & S CLARKE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  D & S CLARKE is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  D & S CLARKE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1098, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 2069, 3675). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1098).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1098) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157; 1205; 

1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157; 1205; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157; 1205; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157; 1205; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1098).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157; 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157; 1205; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157; 1205; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1098 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2069 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2070 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3675 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Sent Registered Mail - Letter confirming our multiple contact attempts regarding our relevant persons list and ceasing communication regarding ongoing 
consultation unless stakeholder notifies otherwise. Included with this letter is a final assessment document regarding how we have assessed the 
environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and the control measures we have identified that will reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 

4760 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 287 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & SP POWE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & SP POWE is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & SP POWE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 356, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2057, 3664). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 356).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 356) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 356).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

356 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 



having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2057 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2058 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3664 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4819 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 288 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   L & CHRISTINE M WOLF is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  L & CHRISTINE M WOLF is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  L & CHRISTINE M WOLF with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 357, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2056, 3663). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 357).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 357) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 357).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  L & CHRISTINE M WOLF, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities ais shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

357 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2056 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2392 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3663 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4816 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 289 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ISLAND NO. 1 PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  ISLAND NO. 1 PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  ISLAND NO. 1 PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 358, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2071, 3676). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 358).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 358) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 358).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

358 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2071 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2072 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3676 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4762 21/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 290 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   NOMINEES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  NOMINEES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  NOMINEES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 362, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2073, 3677). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 361).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 361). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 361).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

361 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2073 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3189 22/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3677 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4765 9/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 291 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & M J LUCARELLI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & M J LUCARELLI is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & M J LUCARELLI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 362, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2059, 3667). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 362). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 362). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 362).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

362 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2059 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2060 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/202
3 

Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3667 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

4818 2/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 292 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database  
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  FISHING PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on X  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 364, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2061, 3668). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 364).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 364). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158; 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 364).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

364 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2061 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2062 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3668 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 293 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & TANIA ANASTASOPOULOS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & TANIA ANASTASOPOULOS is a commercial fisher within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & TANIA ANASTASOPOULOS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 363, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 
2625, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2074, 3678). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 363).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 363). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 363).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3678) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

363 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2074 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3678 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4767 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 294 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M LISK is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  M LISK is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M LISK with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 366, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2063, 3669). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 366).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 366). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 366).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).   
 



Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

366 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2063 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2393 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3669 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4817 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 295 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   R COOPER is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R COOPER with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 160, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 2077, 3680, 5401). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 367).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 367). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 367).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

367 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2077 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2078 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment.  
· ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
   - Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
  - Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
 - Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested. 
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3680 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4769 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5401 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 296 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   P & HELEN M ROCKLIFF is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  P & HELEN M ROCKLIFF is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  P & HELEN M ROCKLIFF with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 368, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2064, 3670). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 368).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 368). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 368).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

368 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2064 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2065 30/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3670 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4815 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 297 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & MJ BURRIDGE PC ROWE & DJ SMITH is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & MJ BURRIDGE PC ROWE & DJ SMITH is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & MJ BURRIDGE PC ROWE & DJ SMITH with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 369, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2066, 3671). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 369).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 369). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 369).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

369 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2066 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2067 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
 
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3671 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4814 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SANDMAM PTY LTD – ORG ID 298 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SANDMAM PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SANDMAM PTY LTD was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 SANDMAM PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SANDMAM PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SANDMAM PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SANDMAM PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with SANDMAM PTY LTD for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 
2022 (Event ID 103). Formal engagement for this Otway Basin project began in February 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SANDMAM PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and 
communicated via email (Event IDs 103, 409, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2137, 2138, 3712, 4780, 5361). ConocoPhillips Australia did 
not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 409).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SANDMAM PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 409) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158).   
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158).   
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).   
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158).   
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 409).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158).   
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158).   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SANDMAM PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SANDMAM PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to SANDMAM PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SANDMAM PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, SANDMAM PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment 
and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

409 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2137 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
2138 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3712 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4780 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5361 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 299 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   W HERMAN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  W HERMAN is a commercial fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  W HERMAN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 371, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2079, 2983, 3681, 4774,  5394). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 371) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 371). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 371).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1205).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 371). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a 73 days). 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
371 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2079 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2983 24/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3681 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4774 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5394 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 300 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   INVESTMENTS PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery/Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  INVESTMENTS PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 386, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 3044, 3696, 5394). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 386). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 386).  
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory processes (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 386).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

386 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3044 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3192 5/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3696 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 

information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4800 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5394 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol 
(Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 301 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ZOLEZZI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  ZOLEZZI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received.
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 371, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2080. 3682). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 372).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 372). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 372).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

372 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

2080 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2081 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3682 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4772 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



PEAK HOLDINGS LTD – ORG ID 302 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PEAK HOLDINGS LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PEAK HOLDINGS LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 PEAK HOLDINGS LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PEAK HOLDINGS LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. PEAK HOLDINGS LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided PEAK HOLDINGS LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PEAK HOLDINGS LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 373, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2082, 2083, 3683).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 373).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PEAK HOLDINGS LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 373). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 373).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
    Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA).  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PEAK HOLDINGS LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to PEAK HOLDINGS LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PEAK HOLDINGS LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, PEAK HOLDINGS LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

373 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2082 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2083 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3683 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD – ORG ID 303 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 374, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2084, 2682, 3684). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 374). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 374). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 374).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, PELAMIS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

374 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 
for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

2084 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2681 18/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2682 1/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/08/23 and provided contact details.  Attempted to send 
documents to a different address. 
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

3191 8/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 01/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3684 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4776 3/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 304 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BARNETT FISHING CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BARNETT FISHING CO PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 375, 4879, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 
1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2085, 3686). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 375). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 375). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 375).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

375 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to look 
for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

2085 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2086 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event 
ID 
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.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3686 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4779 2/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 305 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & SANDRA GILLOOLY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & SANDRA GILLOOLY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 377, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2089, 3687). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 377). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 377). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 377).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

377 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 



Event 
ID 
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Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 



Event 
ID 
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help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2089 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2090 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3687 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4781 3/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 307 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & UNA FISHING CO. PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & UNA FISHING CO. PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & UNA FISHING CO. PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 378, 5315), campaign email correspondence ((Event ID’s 
1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2099, 2100, 3688, 4784). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 378). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 378) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 378).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
  
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
  
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

378 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  



• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2099 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 



• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2100 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3688 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4784 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 310 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   D ANNABLE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  D ANNABLE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  D ANNABLE’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 379, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2101, 3690). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 379). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 379) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 379).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID’s 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (a period of 73 days). 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

379 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2101 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2964 27/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3690 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4786 23/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 311 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   F & A STEGMANN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  F & A  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  ‘s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 380, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2102, 3691, 5387). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 380). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 380) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 380).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

380 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

2102 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2395 7/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3691 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4788 29/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5387 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol and 
inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 312 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   G THOMSON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  G THOMSON is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  G THOMSON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 381, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 2103, 2104, 1896, 2277, 3692, 4790). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 381). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 381). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 381). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 381).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

381 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2103 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

1896 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2104 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2277 7/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3692 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

4790 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 313 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M LE MAITRE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  M LE MAITRE is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M LE MAITRE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 382, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2105, 2106, 3693, 4794). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 382). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 382) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 382). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 382).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 M LE MAITRE received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  M LE MAITRE between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  M LE MAITRE to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  M LE MAITRE raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

382 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2105 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2106 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3693 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4794 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED – ORG ID 314 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and 
Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of 
contact were made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 384, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event 
ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’S 2107, 2396, 3694, 4796). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 384). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 384) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 384). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 384).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a 
period of 73 days).   
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation, PETUNA SEALORD DEEPWATER FISHING PTY LIMITED raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

384 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2107 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2396 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3694 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4796 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 315 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & UM ROCKLIFF is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & UM ROCKLIFF is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & UM ROCKLIFF with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 385, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) 
and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2108, 2109, 3695, 4798). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 385). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 385) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 385). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 385).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 & UM ROCKLIFF received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  & UM ROCKLIFF between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  & UM ROCKLIFF to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  & UM ROCKLIFF raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

385 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2108 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2109 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3695 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4798 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD – ORG ID 316 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 390, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158) and Registered 
Letters (Event ID’s 2111, 2112, 3700, 4813). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 390).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 390) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 390). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 390).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2111) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation, QUOTA HOLDINGS PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

390 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2111 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2112 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3700 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4813 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 317 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   W DAVIES is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  W DAVIES is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  W DAVIES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 392, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2115, 2116, 3702, 4807). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 392). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 392) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 392). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 392).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

392 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2115 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2116 30/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3702 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4807 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 318 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher .within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 1129, 5315, 5319), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2115, 2116, 3750, 4703). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1129) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1129) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1129). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1129).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation, UPTOP FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1129 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2115 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2116 30/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters fo 

3750 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4703 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 319 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  HOLDINGS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  HOLDINGS PTY LTD engaged but did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 319; 394; 5315, 5180), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2113; 2114; 
3701; 4809) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  HOLDINGS PTY LTD communicated directly with 
ConocoPhillips Australia by email, and they advised that they had a new correspondence address. (Event ID 3836; 5180). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide  HOLDINGS PTY LTD with project 
update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 394) 

 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 394). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 394). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  HOLDINGS PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  HOLDINGS PT  LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  HOLDINGS PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

319 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

394 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2113 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2114 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3701 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4809 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3836 27/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation advising that they have a new address. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5180 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation in response to Webinar invitation email of the same day. Organisation advised that they had a new address. 
5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



PIKACHU PTY LTD – ORG ID 320 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PIKACHU PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PIKACHU PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 PIKACHU PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): PIKACHU PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. PIKACHU PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided PIKACHU PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. PIKACHU PTY LTD engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PIKACHU PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 395; 5315), registered mail (Event IDs 2110; 2397) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event IDs 1158; 1637). PIKACHU PTY LTD communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, advising in June 2023 that they preferred information be received through their representative 
organisation rather than receive direct consultation (Event ID 1966). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from PIKACHU PTY LTD. and ConocoPhillips Australia no longer 
communicated directly except to provide information about the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 395) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PIKACHU PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 395). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 395). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with PIKACHU PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PIKACHU PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above to PIKACHU PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, a period of 73 days. 



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PIKACHU PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, PIKACHU PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

395 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1966 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team on behalf of an organisation in response to email of the same day. Also CC'd to another party. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• All enquiries and updates be directed to industry representative organisation. 
• They be removed from the mailing list. 

2110 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2397 7/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 321 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/Southern Bluefin Tuna 
Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY 
LTD engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims 
 

Consultation Process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email, registered letter (Event IDs 2423, 2020) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1557; 1637; 2625; 3050). SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia, advising they preferred information be received through their 
representative organisation (ORG ID 6) to ensure uniform representation of their membership. (Event ID 482, 1966). ConocoPhillips Australia clarified the roles and contacts of different individuals to ensure the 
advice was understood correctly Event ID 483) after which ConocoPhillips Australia no longer communicated directly with the Organisation except to provide information about the Otway Marine Industries Co-
Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 418) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 418). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 418). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3638) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD., 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities ais shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above to SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and May 11, 2023, a period of 73 days.  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, SHIP AGENCIES AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

418 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

5483 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual noting: 
- RP is a WTBF concession holder. 
- Very concerned regarding recent proposals by the energy sector impacting fisheries. 
- Provided suggestion for potential, relevant person that is a fishery representative. 

479 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with notice of 
preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

482 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. From individual in response to email sent on 
same day. Individual requested that COP consults with their representative organisation to ensure uniform representation of their membership. 

483 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email in response to previous email received on 
same day.  
 
Summary of Information Received: 
•Thanked individual and stated that they will work alongside the organisation to represent their interests. 
•Asked individual if they would still like to receive information and updates about the EP as it progresses.  

504 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Individual declined the offer to receive information and 
updates about the Environment Plan. They mentioned that another individual will keep them informed. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1161 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Confirmed that COP was in contact with representative of their industry. 
• Asked confirmation that they wished to be consulted via industry representative organisation and did not wish to receive further updates from ConocoPhillips Australia. 

1185 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Correspondence with relevant organisation regarding correct contact for the organisation. Individual provided correct individual’s email address and 
copied the email to a representative entity and a related one.  

4491 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email earlier in the day. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
 
Summary of Information Received: 
Individual asking if they wished to be consulted via representative organisation and not receive further updates from COP.  
Individual confirmed that individual concerned is aware of all issues on behalf of almost all represented organisations. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1966 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team on behalf of an organisation in response to email of the same day. Also CC'd to another party. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• All enquiries and updates be directed to industry representative organisation. 
• They be removed from the mailing list. 

2020 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2423 14/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3638 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.   
  
Summary of Information Provided:  
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol.  
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email.  
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024.  
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail.  
• Link to OMICC website 

 



 – ORG ID 322 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 396, 3444, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1205, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2119, 3703, 4805). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 396).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 396) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 396). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 396).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2119) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 FISHING PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  FISHING PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May (over a period of 73 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  FISHING PT  LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  FISHING PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

396 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2119 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

3444 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual who unsubscribed from mailing list using provided link. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3703 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4805 10/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 324 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   1 PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  1 PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  1 PTY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Consultation process
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 399, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050,
3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2120, 2121, 3704, 4802). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 399)

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:
  Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 399)
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 399).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 399).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2120)
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process.
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181).

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)



 1 PTY LIMITED received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  1 PTY LIMITED between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  1 PTY LI  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  1 PTY LIMITED raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

399 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2120 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2121 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters fo 

3704 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4802 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 325 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark 
Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID’s 401, 5315), Campaign Emails (Event ID’s 1158, 
1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and Registered Letters (Event ID’s 2125, 2398, 3705, 4801). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 401).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 401) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 401). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 401).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2125) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  G & BRONWY  L CASEMENT to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  G & BRONWYNNE L CASEMENT raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

401 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2125 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2398 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3705 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4801 13/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 326 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   JW FRIEND is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  JW FRIEND is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  JW  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 402, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2123, 2127, 3706, 4799). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 402).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 402) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 402). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 402).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2123) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  JW FRIEND, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

402 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2123 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  

2127 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3706 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4799 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 327 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & Z. LUKIN PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & Z. LUKIN PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & Z. LUKIN PTY.  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 404, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2129, 2130, 3708, 4792). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 404). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 404) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 404). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 2129). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 404).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 1158, 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2129) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  & Z. LUKIN PTY. LIMITED, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

404 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2129 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2130 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3708 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4792 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 328 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   VINACCIA is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  VINACCIA is a Commercial Fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  VINACCIA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 406, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 
3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2132, 3709, 4791). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 406). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 406) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 2132).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 406). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 2132). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 406).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2132) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

406 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2132 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters.   

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3709 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4791 23/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post returned to Sender by Australia Post - Failure to collect. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



 



 – ORG ID 329 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   TUNA PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  TUNA PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  TUNA PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 1105, 5315, 5319), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2135, 2136, 3711, 4782). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1105). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The bae level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1105). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1105).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1105 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation 
hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2135 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2136 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3711 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4782 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Correspondence about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 330 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 410, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2139, 2140, 3713, 4777). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 410). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 410) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 2139).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 410). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 2139). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 410).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2139) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). By the time of 
submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

410 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2139 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2140 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 27/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3713 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4777 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



   
 

     
    
    

 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 411, 5315, 5319), campaign emails (Event IDs 1158, 1637), and registered letters (Event ID’s 2141, 2142, 3714, 4775, 5375).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 411). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 411) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 2141).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 411). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 2141). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 411).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2141) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). 

SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD  –  ORG ID  331
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method
  SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD  was  identified as a relevant  person  in accordance with  Section 25 (1) (d).
  SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD  was identified  via  Agency/Industry/Association database.
 SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD  is therefore a relevant  person  with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan.



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SARIN MARINE FARM PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

411 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2141 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2142 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Australia Post Verified a Delivered 
3714 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4775 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5375 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



SCORPION CO PTY LTD – ORG ID 332 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SCORPION CO PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SCORPION CO PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SCORPION CO PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SCORPION CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SCORPION CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SCORPION CO PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SCORPION CO PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 414, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), 
and registered letter (Event IDs 2143, 2144, 3046, 3230, 3466, 3717, 3466, 4768). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 414) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SCORPION CO PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 414) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 2143).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 2143). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 414).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2143) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SCORPION CO PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SCORPION CO PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided a base level of sufficient information as listed above to SCORPION CO PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days) 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SCORPION CO PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, SCORPION CO PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

414 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence 
with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2143 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2144 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3046 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters.  

3230 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 24/08/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3717 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3466 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4768 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 333 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & BOXSELL PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & BOXSELL PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & BOXSELL PTY. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 414, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2143, 2144, 3046, 3230, 3717, 3466). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 414).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 414) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 2143).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 2143). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 414).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2143) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  & BOXSELL PTY. LIMITED, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). By the time of submission, 



ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to 
consultation.  
 
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

414 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence 
with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2143 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2144 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3046 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters.   

3230 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 24/08/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3717 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3466 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4677 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Beach Patrol 3280-3284 – ORG ID 334 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Beach Patrol 3280-3284 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Beach Patrol 3280-3284 was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Beach Patrol 3280-3284 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Beach Patrol 3280-3284 is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5  
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Beach Patrol 3280-3284 is a group of volunteers operating from Warrnambool to Port Fairy cleaning the coastline and ocean from 
plastic pollution. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Beach Patrol 3280-3284 with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Beach Patrol 3280-3284 engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the contribution of organisations such as Beach Patrol 3280-3284 which is a group of volunteers operating from Warrnambool to Port Fairy cleaning the coastline and ocean 
from plastic pollution. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 2968; 5252; 5266), community session 
(Event ID 1364) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 communicated with ConocoPhillips 
Australia directly by attending a community session (Event ID 1364) and by email where they advised they wanted to receive project updates and wanted to be added as a significant group and representative for 
consultation concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 2984). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1364).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided 29 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1364). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1364). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1364).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1364). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1364). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)  
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with BEACH PATROL 3280-3284, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 165 days before first submission on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient 
information listed above to BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 between 29 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 10 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, BEACH PATROL 3280-3284 raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1364 29/05/2023 Community Session Warrnambool Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2968 18/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Offered consultation with organisation representatives to provide information about project activities. 
• Mentioned COP team would like to understand organisation's functions, interests and activities and determine if they would like to register as a relevant 
person. 
• Mentioned COP team will be releasing draft EP chapters soon for public comment and encouraged individuals to lodge objections and claims or seek 
information. 
• Invited organisation community to participate to consultation process. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 10 

2984 21/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 18 August 2023. Individual requested their organisation to be added as a significant 
group and representative for consultation concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5249 8/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 7 April 2024. Individual requested their contact email be updated. 
5252 9/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the day before. Team acknowledged individual's request and notified that contact information 

had been updated as preferred. 
5266 10/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the day before. Individual thanked team. 
5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD – ORG ID 335 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 415, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2145, 3718). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 415) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 415). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 415).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub. (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, SEA HARVEST MARINE PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

415 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2145 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2146 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips:  
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project.  
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation.  
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the   
proposed activity until 30 September 2023.  
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for   
public comment and assessment.   
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so.  
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas.  
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback.  
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub.  
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.   
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023.  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters.   

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.   

3718 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4766 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD – ORG ID 336 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD is a commercial fisher 
within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple 
attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 416; 3100; 5315), 
registered letter (Event ID(s) 2147; 2148; 3719; 4764) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID 1158). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 416).   
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 416). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158)  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 416).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2147). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3100). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 
2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD to make an informed assessment 
of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SEACAVE ENTERPRISES PTY LTD & PURESEA INVESTMENTS PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

416 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2147 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2148 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3100 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual concerning Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP update.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached latest project update. 
• Notified that COP has commenced releasing draft EP Chapters for consultation. 
• Provided hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Encouraged individual to provide feedback before 30 September 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3719 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4764 9/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SEACOL PTY LTD – ORG ID 337 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SEACOL PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SEACOL PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SEACOL PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SEACOL PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SEACOL PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SEACOL PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SEACOL PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 417; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2149; 2150; 3720; 4761) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 417) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SEACOL PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 417). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 417).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SEACOL PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SEACOL PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SEACOL PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SEACOL PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

417 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2149 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2150 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3720 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4761 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SIAMANG PTY LTD – ORG ID 338 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SIAMANG PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SIAMANG PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SIAMANG PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SIAMANG PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SIAMANG PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SIAMANG PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SIAMANG PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 419; 5315; 5319), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2151; 2977; 3721; 4758; 
5379) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 419). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SIAMANG PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 419). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 419).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SIAMANG PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SIAMANG PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SIAMANG PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SIAMANG PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

419 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.     Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.     Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.     Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2151 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2977 17/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3721 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4758 13/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5379 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 339 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   K TIDSWELL is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  K TIDSWELL is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  K TIDSWELL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 420; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2153; 2154; 3722; 4756) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 420). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 420). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 420).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

420 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2153 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2154 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3722 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4756 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD – ORG ID 340 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 422; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2156; 2157; 3723; 
4755) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 422) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 422). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 422).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SOUTHERN SEA EAGLES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

422 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2156 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2157 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3723 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4755 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 341 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1106; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2158; 2159; 
3724; 4753) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1106) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1106). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1106).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SOUTHLANDER FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1106 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2158 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2159 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3724 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4753 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



 



 – ORG ID 342 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ANTONIOS NOMINEES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  ANTONIOS NOMINEES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig 
Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  ANTONIOS NOMINEES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1107; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2160; 2161; 
3725; 4752) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1107).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1107). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1107).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1207, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1107 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2160 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2161 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3725 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4752 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 343 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   C GIBBONS & SUSAN M CLEMENTS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  C GIBBONS & SUSAN M CLEMENTS is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark 
Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  C GIBBONS & SUSAN M CLEMENTS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1108; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 
2162; 2400; 3727; 4743) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1108). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1108). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1108).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1108 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2162 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   
ty (NOPSEMA). 

2400 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3727 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4743 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 344 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J KENNETT is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J KENNETT is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J KENNETT with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1109; 5315; 5319), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2163; 2401; 3728; 4742; 
5390) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1109). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The bae level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1109). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1109).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1109 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2163 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2401 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3728 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4742 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5390 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 345 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   SPRALJA is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  SPRALJA commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  SPRALJA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1110; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2164; 2165; 3729; 4741) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1110). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1110). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1110).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event Feedback Type 
ID 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

     

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
1110 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2164 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2165 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 



.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3729 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4741 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 



Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 346 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   DISAURO is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  DISAURO is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  DISAURO with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 429; 3101; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2166; 2167; 3730; 4740) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 429).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 429). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 429).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2166). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3101). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

429 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

2166 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2167 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3101 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual concerning Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP update.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Attached latest project update. 
• Notified that COP has commenced releasing draft EP Chapters for consultation. 
• Provided hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Encouraged individual to provide feedback before 30 September 2023. 
• Provided email and phone number to leave feedback to. 

3730 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4740 6/11/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item not Collected. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 347 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   P ATKINS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  P ATKINS is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  P ATKINS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 430; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2171; 2402; 3731; 4739) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 430). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 430). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2171).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 430). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2171). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 430).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2171). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

430 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2171 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2402 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3731 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4739 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 

 



SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD – ORG ID 348 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4864; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2173; 
2176; 3732; 3752; 4738) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4864) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4864). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2173).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4864). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2173). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4864).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2173). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SUSTAINABLE FISHERY RESOURCES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4864 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2173 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2176 30/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3732 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3752 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4738 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 349 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   SEA FISH PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  SEA FISH PTY LIMITED is a commercial fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery/Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark 
Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  SEA FISH PTY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 454; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2173; 1637; 2625; 
3050; 3181) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 454). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 454). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2173).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 454). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2173). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 454).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2173). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

454 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2173 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2176 30/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3732 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3752 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4698 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SUTRON PTY. LIMITED – ORG ID 350 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SUTRON PTY. LIMITED was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SUTRON PTY. LIMITED was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SUTRON PTY. LIMITED is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SUTRON PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SUTRON PTY. LIMITED is a commercial fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SUTRON PTY. LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SUTRON PTY. LIMITED preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 433; 3837; 5315; 5319), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2179; 2180; 
5376) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 433). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SUTRON PTY. LIMITED to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 433). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2179).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 433). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2179). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 433).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2179). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SUTRON PTY. LIMITED received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SUTRON PTY. LIMITED between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SUTRON PTY. LIMITED to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SUTRON PTY. LIMITED raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

433 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2179 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2180 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender due to incomplete address. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3837 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information. 
 
Summary of Information Provided:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the organisation on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Advise consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and may be published in the EP unless they advise otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
• 'Formal letter' detailing this information. 
• Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5376 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD – ORG ID 351 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1111; 5315; 5319), registered letter (Event ID(s) 
2177; 2178; 3733; 4737) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1111).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1111) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2177).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1111). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2177). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1111).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2177) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD OP CO PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1111 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2177 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2178 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3733 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4737 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5380 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 352 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment 

Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & DP GUARNACCIA PTY LTD & HUNT MORREY PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & DP GUARNACCIA PTY LTD & HUNT MORREY PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and 
Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & DP GUARNACCIA PTY LTD & HUNT MORREY PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of 
contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 435; 5315; 5319), registered 
letter (Event ID(s) 2181; 2182; 3734; 4736). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 453). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 435). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2181).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 435). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2181). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 435).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2181). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 

November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over 
a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

435 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2181 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2182 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3734 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4736 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5377 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 353 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & G SOUTHERN OCEAN PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & G SOUTHERN OCEAN PTY. LTD. is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & G SOUTHERN OCEAN PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 877; 903; 5315; 53190, registered letter (Event ID(s) 
2183; 2184; 3735; 4735; 5382) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 877). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 877). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2183).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 877). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2183). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 877).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2183). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

877 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

903 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed 
activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 



Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2183 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2184 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 



associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3735 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4735 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5382 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 



 



TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD – ORG ID 354 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 437; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2185; 2186; 3736; 
4734) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 437). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 437). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2185).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 437). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2185). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 437).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2185). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, TALLEY’S AUSTRALIA PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

437 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2185 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2186 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3736 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4734 21/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 355 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   LEE VON STANKE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  LEE VON STANKE is a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  LEE VON STANKE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 438; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2187; 2188; 3737; 4733) 
and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 438). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 438). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2187).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 438). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2187). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 438).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2187). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

438 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2187 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2188 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3737 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4733 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 356 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1124; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2201; 2202; 
3738; 4730) and campaign email communication (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1124).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1124) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2201).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1124). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2201). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1124).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2201) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, TASMANIAN SEAFOODS PTY. LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1124 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2201 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2202 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3738 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4730 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 357 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. is a commercial fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 1125; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2203; 2204; 3739; 
4728) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1125).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1125) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2203).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1125). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2203). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1125).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2203). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, TENTH GREEN PARK PTY. LTD. raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1125 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2203 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2204 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3739 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4728 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 358 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  ESTATE OF THE LATE HELEN MAY ROMARO is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  ESTATE OF THE LATE HELEN MAY ROMARO with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  ESTATE OF THE 

 HELEN MAY ROMARO, engaged but did not provide any assertions, or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  ESTATE OF THE LATE HELEN MAY ROMARO. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email, registered mail and campaign email 
correspondence.  ESTATE OF THE LATE HELEN MAY ROMARO communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia, advising they preferred information be received through their representative organisation (ORG ID 
6) to ensure uniform representation of their membership. (Event ID 482, 1966). After confirmation of that request, ConocoPhillips Australia no longer communicated directly except to provide information about 
the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 479) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 28 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 479). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 479). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 254 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 28 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 a period of 72 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the information for a period of 181 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  ESTATE OF THE LATE HELEN MAY ROMARO, through their nominated representative, to make an 
informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform 
the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5482 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to email received the previous day.  
 
- Team informed individual that COP was already in contact with Industry representative.  
- Team asked if individual wanted to be considered a relevant person too. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5483 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual noting: 
- RP is a WTBF concession holder. 
- Very concerned regarding recent proposals by the energy sector impacting fisheries. 
- Provided suggestion for potential relevant person that is a fishery representative. 

479 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with 
notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

482 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. From individual in response to 
email sent on same day. Individual requested that COP consults with their representative organisation to ensure uniform representation of their membership. 

483 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Email in response to previous 
email received on same day.  
 
Summary of Information Received: 
•Thanked individual and stated that they will work alongside the organisation to represent their interests. 
•Asked individual if they would still like to receive information and updates about the EP as it progresses.  

504 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Individual declined the offer to receive 
information and updates about the Environment Plan. They mentioned that another individual will keep them informed. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1161 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Confirmed that COP was in contact with representative of their industry. 
• Asked confirmation that they wished to be consulted via industry representative organisation and did not wish to receive further updates from 
ConocoPhillips Australia. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1185 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Correspondence with relevant organisation regarding correct contact for the organisation. Individual provided correct individual’s email 
address and copied the email to a representative entity and a related one.  

4491 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email earlier in the day. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Received: 
Individual asking if they wished to be consulted via representative organisation and not receive further updates from COP.  
Individual confirmed that individual concerned is aware of all issues on behalf of almost all represented organisations. 

1966 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team on behalf of an organisation in response to email of the same day. Also CC'd to another party. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• All enquiries and updates be directed to industry representative organisation. 
• They be removed from the mailing list. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5378 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 359 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   T CRAWFORD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  T CRAWFORD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 445; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2205; 2206; 3743; 4721) 
and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 445).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 445) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2205).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 445). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2205). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 445).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 445). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2205) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event Feedback Type 
ID 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

     

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
445 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2205 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2206 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3743 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4721 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 360 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 449; 5315), registered letters (Event ID(s) 2207; 2208; 3747; 
4711) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 449). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 449) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2207).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 449). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2207). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 449).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2207) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
During consultation, TRINSAND FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event Feedback Type 
ID 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

     

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
449 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2207 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2208 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3747 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
4711 26/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS – ORG ID 361 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1128; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2209; 2210; 3749; 
4705) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1128).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1128) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2209).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1128). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2209). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1128).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2209) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, TWO UP FISHING CHARTERS raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1128 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2209 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2210 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3749 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4705 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 362 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 2211; 2403; 3753; 4697; 5383), email (Event ID(s) 
455; 5315; 5319) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 455). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 455) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2211).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 455). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2211). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 455).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2211) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, VIKING J FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

455 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2211 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2403 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3753 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4697 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5383 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) 
included. 

 



 – ORG ID 363 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  PTY. LIMITED is a Commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY. LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 457; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2212; 2213; 3755; 4693) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 457). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 457) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2212).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 457). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2212). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 457).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2212). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050).  

 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

457 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

  

2212 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2213 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3755 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

4693 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



– ORG ID 364 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA 

 LTD engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 458; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2214; 
2215 3756; 4690) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181).  SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD requested that they be removed from the mailing list along with 
requesting representation by their nominated Industry Representative (Event ID: 3890), after which ConocoPhillips Australia no longer directly communicated except to provide information about the Otway 
Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 458).    
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 458). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 458).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 458). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3756). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  SEAFOODS AUSTRALIA PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  SEAFOODS A  PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

458 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2214 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.  

2215 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3756 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4690 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3890 26/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to correspondence of 18 September 2023.  

 
Individual requested that: 
• Consultation be done with a specified individual on all project proposals and environmental plans. 
• They be removed from the mailing lists. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 
the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD – ORG ID 365 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 459; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2216; 3735; 
4689) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 459).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 459) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2216).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 459). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2216). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 459).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2216) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, WANGARA HOLDINGS (SA) PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 

 Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event Feedback Type 
ID 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

     

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
459 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2216 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
3757 19/09/2023 Letter - 

Registered Mail 
OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4689 3/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 366 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   AQUACULTURE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  AQUACULTURE PTY LTD is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  AQUACULTURE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event DI(s) 460; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2217; 2218; 
3758; 4687) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 460).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 460) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2217).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 460). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2217). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 459).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2217) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

460 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2217 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3758 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4687 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 367 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   MAR HOLDINGS LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  MAR HOLDINGS LTD is a commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  MAR HOLDINGS LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 461; 5315; 5319), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2219; 3759; 
4685; 5388) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 461). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 461) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2219).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 461). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2219). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 461).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2219) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
461 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2219 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3759 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4685 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5388 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 368 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   L CHEERS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  L CHEERS is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  L CHEERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 462, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2220, 2221, 3760, 4684).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Events ID 462). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 462) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2220) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2220).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 462). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2220). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 462).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

462 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2220 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

  

2221 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

  

3760 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks 
to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4684 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 

and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD – ORG ID 369 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 463, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2222, 2223, 3761, 4682).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Events ID 463). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 463) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2222) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2222).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 463). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2222). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 463).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, WELLINGTON CAPE PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

463 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2222 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2223 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3761 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided.  

4682 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



WESTSHAPE PTY LTD – ORG ID 370 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WESTSHAPE PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WESTSHAPE PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 WESTSHAPE PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  WESTSHAPE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WESTSHAPE PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided WESTSHAPE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on WESTSHAPE PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 464, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2224, 2225, 3762, 4681).  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 464). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WESTSHAPE PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 464) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2224) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2224).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 464). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2224). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 464).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
WESTSHAPE PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to WESTSHAPE PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed WESTSHAPE PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, WESTSHAPE PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

464 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

2224 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2225 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3762 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4681 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



WILD LIFE FISHERIES – ORG ID 371 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WILD LIFE FISHERIES was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WILD LIFE FISHERIES was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database.  
 WILD LIFE FISHERIES is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  WILD LIFE FISHERIES is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WILD LIFE FISHERIES is a Commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided WILD LIFE FISHERIES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on WILD LIFE FISHERIES preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 466, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319, 6288) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2226, 2227, 3465, 4676, 5364).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 466). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WILD LIFE FISHERIES to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 466) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2226) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2226).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 466). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2226). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 466).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



WILD LIFE FISHERIES received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to WILD LIFE FISHERIES between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed WILD LIFE FISHERIES to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, WILD LIFE FISHERIES raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 
    
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

466 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2226 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2227 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3465 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4676 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5364 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



YB LICENCE PTY LTD – ORG ID 372 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 YB LICENCE PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 YB LICENCE PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database.  
 YB LICENCE PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  YB LICENCE PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. YB LICENCE PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided YB LICENCE PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on YB LICENCE PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 470, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2230, 2231, 3461, 4670).  
 In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 470). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to YB LICENCE PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 470) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2230) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2230).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 470). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2230). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 470).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
YB LICENCE PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to YB LICENCE PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed YB LICENCE PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, YB LICENCE PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

470 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2230 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2231 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3461 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4670 22/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries 
in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



 



YGO EDEN PTY LTD – ORG ID 373 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 YGO EDEN PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 YGO EDEN PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 YGO EDEN PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  YGO EDEN PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. YGO EDEN PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery/Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided YGO EDEN PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on YGO EDEN PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 471, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2232, 2406, 3460, 4669).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 471). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to YGO EDEN PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 471) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2232) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2232).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 471). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2232). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 471).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
YGO EDEN PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to YGO EDEN PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed YGO EDEN PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, YGO EDEN PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 
Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

471 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having relevant 
functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2232 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2406 11/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
    

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3460 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4669 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found 
via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD – ORG ID 374 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under 

the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD 
is a Commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time 
multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to 
any communication methods. methods and provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 472, 1158, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319, 6288) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2003, 2233, 2234, 
3459, 4668).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 472). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 472) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2003) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2003).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 472). 
    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2003). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 472).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
    Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
    Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public 
comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD between 27 
February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP 
and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, Z CROSS CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD TRADING AS CROSSCOUNTRY SEAFOOD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

472 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2003 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

  

2233 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

  

2234 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3459 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

4668 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 375 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 171, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 4392, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2003, 2323, 3496, 3931, 5362).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 171). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 171) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2003) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2003).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 171). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2003). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 171).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, AUSTRALIAN TUNA FISHERIES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

171 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

  

2003 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2323 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

  

3496 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

3931 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



 – ORG ID 376 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   STEHR AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  STEHR AUSTRALIA PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  STEHR AUSTRALIA PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 4862, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319, 6288) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2003, 2323, 3496, 3639, 3726, 3931, 4715). An auto reply was received 
acknowledging receipt of correspondence (Event ID 478). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4862). 
   
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4862) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2003) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2003).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4862). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2003). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4862).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 
Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

4862 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

478 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence.   
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

  

2003 29/06/202
3 

Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2323 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

  

3050 24/08/202
3 

Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

  

3496 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

3639 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

3726 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3931 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

4715 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries 
in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



 – ORG ID 377 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   GROUP PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  GROUP PTY LTD is a Commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  GROUP PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 4863, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2003, 2323, 3496, 3639, 3726, 3931, 4749).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4863). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4863) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2003) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2003).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4863). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2003). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4863).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 
 
Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

4863 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

  

2003 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2323 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

  

3496 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

3639 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

  

3726 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 

  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 
     

  

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control 
measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3931 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

4749 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries 
in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

  

 



SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS – ORG ID 379 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS is a Business and Tourism Operator offering fishing charters, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS’ preferred method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 660; 889; 3106) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625).  ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 660). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 660). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 660). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3106). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 80 days.  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed, SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, SOUTH WEST FISHING CHARTERS raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

660 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

889 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team 
encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected 
by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on 
locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3106 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent to organisation on 29 August 2023 about the development of the Environment Plan for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The latest project update was attached. 
• Draft Environment Plan Chapters have been released for consultation on their project consultation hub. 
• Feedback was requested by 30 September 2023 via the consultation hub or by email. 

 



SHORELINE CHARTERS – ORG ID 381 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SHORELINE CHARTERS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SHORELINE CHARTERS was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SHORELINE CHARTERS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SHORELINE CHARTERS is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, offering fishing charters, 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SHORELINE CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SHORELINE CHARTERS’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 661; 890) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 
1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide updates throughout the 
duration of the consultation period. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 661). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SHORELINE CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 661). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 661). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SHORELINE CHARTERS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SHORELINE CHARTERS was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to SHORELINE CHARTERS between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 80 days. 



Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SHORELINE CHARTERS to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, SHORELINE CHARTERS raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

661 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

890 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team 
encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be 
affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 
30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and 
risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback 
on locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 
for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and 
provided contact details to do so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; 
and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.    Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary 
is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with 
offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 
which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the 
proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 
the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how 
the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational 
and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed 
Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons 
and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our 
assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 



Alinta Energy – ORG ID 384 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Alinta Energy was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Alinta Energy was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Alinta Energy is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Alinta Energy is a Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, 

with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity which included assessing viability of offshore wind within the planning area, data sharing (marine mammals surveys) and providing 

information on suggested responsibilities for quota reduction and full retirement of abalone and southern rock lobster, flagging an interest in commercial fishing and marine life. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation was meaningful and resulted in an MOU for data sharing going forward. Alinta Energy engaged and provided information relating to retirement of quota referenced in EP table 6-

6. No assertions or concerns, or objections and claims were made. 

Consultation process 

Alinta Energy is planning operations in proximity to the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Basin project with a focus on offshore wind power generation – the Spinifex project. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on Alinta Energy’s preferred method of consultation with 8 emails exchanged on 7/12/2022 and 9/12/2022 in an attempt to arrange a meeting. Communication 

attempts began again on 22/2/2023 (Event ID 1754) when Alinta Energy initiated follow-up discussions about seeking an agreement for data sharing. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Alinta Energy with a full suite of project information and updates in parallel to the broader-based consultation (Event IDs 611, 673, 1157, 1158, 1205, 1228, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 

3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5247, 5485 and 6288). 

 

In addition, COPA and Alinta Energy engaged in a two-way consultation on the matter of the proposed MOU and operational matters by an exchange of emails (Event IDs 646, 1005, 1227, 5151, 5152, 5153, 5147, 

5417, 5422, 6182, 6184, 6185); telephone calls (Event IDs 5420, 5421) and virtual meeting (Event IDs 5147). 

 

An MOU was implemented in July 2024 (Event ID 6182) after considerable development work by both parties. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 611). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Alinta Energy to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 

above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 17 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 611; 646; 673). 

• Provided an outline of, and link to, material relevant to impacts to commercial fishers and marine life (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 611; 646). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157; 1205; 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to document library including Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 



Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 

• Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  

• Information on sensitive information. 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process.  

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

Alinta Energy was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in December 2022 in the lead up to the project with effective engagement beginning in March 2023, 241 days before first 

submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Alinta Energy between 13 March 2023 and 17 May 2023, a period of 65 days. 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 

information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 

respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Alinta Energy to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 

functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 

response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, Alinta Energy raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 

outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1408 5147 Relevant person expressed interest in exploring a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

ConocoPhillips Australia for data sharing. 

The signing of an MOU is in progress as evidenced in recent correspondence, e.g. Event ID: 6182. No updates 

are required to the EP to reflect this process. 

1409 5147 The Victorian peak industry stated that developers 

should be responsible for quota reduction and full 

retirement of abalone and southern rock lobster. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the option to retire quote in EP Table 6-6.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner 

that will not interfere with other marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to 

fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the development of a Commercial Marine Operators 

Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing associations and 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine 

Operators Adjustment Protocol) for the exploration program. This includes a commitment to working with 

industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an application process for compensation that 

minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers.  

No long-term impacts to fisheries are predicted as detailed in Section 6.2, therefore a full retirement of quota is 

not considered an appropriate response to this short-term, recoverable activity with no predicted population 

level impacts to commercially important species. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been 

adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  Updates were made to EP Table 6-6 to reflect 

this evaluation. 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1616 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a failed telephone call on same day and in response to correspondence dated 2 December 2022. Team 

member requested a meeting regarding their organisation proposed activities and provided available times and dates for a virtual meeting.  

1619 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. Email sent on same day failed to send.  CoP will try and contact another individual from organisation to see what's 

happening. 

1620 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual noting a failed telephone call and a bounced back email on same day, following up an email received on 2 December 

2022. Team member requested a meeting and suggested meeting times. 

1621 7/12/2022 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent to individual on 7 December 2022 requesting a meeting to discuss a 'Notification of Geophysical Survey' received from their 

Joint Venture Partner 3D Oil Limited. Provided possible meeting times for the discussion. 

1623 7/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on same day. Individual apologized for missed call. Individual mentioned they sent 

previous email to individual concerned and they will come back to COP team member with available meeting times. 

1625 9/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 7 December 2022. Individual apologized for missed calls and suggested Tuesday at 

any time for a meeting. 

1754 22/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following up a previous conversation about data sharing agreement for COP marine mammals aerial surveys. 

Individual mentioned their organisation is interested and would like to move ahead with an agreement. Individual would like to discuss with COP team 

member concerned. 

611 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 

as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

646 16/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation in response to email of 21 February 2023 regarding Data sharing agreement and information on proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Summary of information provided: 

• Team advised that draft of MoU was progressing in order for data to be shared. 

• Full report would not be available before May.   

 

Attached: 

• Formal letter from ConocoPhillips announcing commencement preparation of the Environment Plan. 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 

• Information Sheet 2 (Project Overview) 

673 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 

as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1005 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up an email sent on 16 March 2023. Team member requested the individual to confirm which corporate 

entity will enter the contract, so they can finalise it. Team member inquired about any data individual’s organisation is collecting that could be 

interesting to COP. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The information sheet: 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 

about locations and to look for up-to-date information  

.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

 

Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 

proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 

through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1227 19/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation regarding recent Spinifex May 2023 project update.  

 

Attached: 

Spinifex May 2023 project update. 

1228 19/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation in response to email of the same day. Team thanked for the updates received and shared information regarding 

most recent Otway Exploration Drilling Program Update.  

 

Attached: 

Information Sheet 3 (Project Update) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

•   Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

•   Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.   Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 

activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 

31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 

how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5147 5/03/2024 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With organisation to discuss operational matters. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Upcoming activities; expected location and timeframes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Key Discussion Points: 

• Discussed wide ranging topics across operational issues and planning with options for collaboration. 

• Exchanged information on approaches and technologies to be used. 

• Shared information on community interests and cultural heritage protection. 

 

Key Actions:  

• Organisation to review link to consultation hub.  

• COP to consider updating cumulative impact assessment. 

• Organisation to provide information on agreed topics.  

• Further meetings to be convened when appropriate. 

5151 8/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation about a region being declared suitable for offshore wind energy.  

 

Summary of information received: 

• The final area cover. 

• Organisation welcomes the decision and sees opportunities for local communities. 

• They were confident that they could make timely progress on the Spinifex project from that point forward. 

• They would review the suitable declared area to identify the best site for the Spinifex project.  

• Organisation provided contact details for further information. 

5152 11/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following up to a meeting with COP team members happened the previous week. Individual attached the meeting 

notes and provided an update on the agreed actions' status. 

 

Summary of information received: 

• A link to Spinifex previous EPBC referral was sent. 

• Investigation into previous MoU agreement status and restart process to execute. 

• Spinifex will share Declared Area once it happens. 

• CoP shared Regia Consultation hub. 

• Spinifex and CoP to meet again once Spinifex receives a feasibility licence. 

• The individual also mentioned that they will send a draft data sharing MOU for consideration by 22 March.  

• They also prepared a figure to understand potential areas of overlap between their work scopes and offered to update it if more accurate information 

is provided. 

• Individual advised team to give them a call to discuss further if needed. 

5153 11/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 11 March 2024 regarding an updated version of map figure. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 

new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5421 6/06/2024 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual who left a message at reception. 

5420 6/06/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual.  

 

 No answer. 

Left message advising that call was being returned following his incoming call to switch.  

5417 14/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 

 

Summary of Information Provided - CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

 

Team provided confidential information to individual for comment. 

5422 17/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Confidential. From Individual. 

.   Outlining points of agreement for confidential arrangements 

 

Key Actions: 

..  Team requested to call to discuss.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6185 8/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual re the development of an MoU between ConocoPhillips Australia and the individual's organisation. 

 

Key Points 

* Confidentiality 

* Clarification of scope of public information about the agreement 

6184 15/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual re Draft MoU. 

 

Key Discussion Points 

* The purpose of the MoU was to align activities and release the synergies of sharing data. 

* The document outlined the scope and focus of points to be included in the MoU. 

 

Key Actions 

*Advise how to proceed through to finalisation of the MoU.  

* Provide any additional edits to the previous documents for legal review?  

* Arrange a meeting with the aim of finalising terms. 

* Call to discuss if needed. 

6182 22/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 

 

Information provided 

* ConocoPhillips Australia removed requirement for confidentiality 

* No changes were required to the MoU 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. – ORG ID 385 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5,, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. works to educate, foster appreciation, and improve, protect and conserve the Port Campbell headland's natural, cultural, social, and scientific values. ConocoPhillips Australia 
sought direction on PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 1701) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 1728; 
2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to 
any communication methods but continued to provide project updates via campaign email correspondence throughout consultation.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the table below. 

 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 11 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637) 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3181). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4392) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Notice of Public Comment period. 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC., no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 182 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. between 11 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 112 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had provided sufficient information, PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, PORT CAMPBELL COMMUNITY GROUP INC. raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1701 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation inviting them to a community information session about the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
 
Information was provided about: 
• The date, time and location of the session. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The content of the session, including updates on environmental impact and risk assessments and control measures. 
• An alternative session time and location. 
• Contact details for further information. 
• Event flyer attached to email. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 
20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.   Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.   Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.   Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.   Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.   Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-  Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.   Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC – ORG ID 386 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC was identified via Desktop Research. 
 PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 in Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 901; 1702) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 1728; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to 
provide project update correspondence as it became available. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 13 April 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 901). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 901). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for comment and review (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in April 2023, 211 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC between 13 April 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 56 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, PORT CAMPBELL PROGRESS GROUP INC raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

901 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team 
encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected 
by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and 
risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback 
on locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1702 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation inviting them to a community information session about the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
 
Information was provided about: 
• The date, time and location of the session. 
• The content of the session, including updates on environmental impact and risk assessments and control measures. 
• An alternative session time and location. 
• Contact details for further information. 
• Event flyer attached to email. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 
20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 
for formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.   Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.   Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.   Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.   Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
The information sheet: 
.   Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-  Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.   Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.   Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION – ORG ID 388 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION was identified via Desktop Research. 
 PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Apollo Bay Sailing Club with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the preferred method of consultation for PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION , who provide a voice for its members and and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 
4393; 1215; 5315), telephone call (Event ID1545) and by campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1220; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did 
not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project updates as they became available. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1215). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4393). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1220). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1220).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4393). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1220). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Updates on Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 119 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, PROFESSIONAL FISHERS’ ASSOCIATION raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4393 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1545 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual to discuss further details regarding ConocoPhillips continued preparations of an EP to 
undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Unable to contact individual, provided voicemail message and 
COP contact information. 

1215 17/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1220 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet - COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23:  
 
• Provided information on the project activities and permit areas. 
.     Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined current environmental information and general environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and information on exclusion zones. 
.     Noted the preliminary risk and impact assessments and legislative requirements. 
.     Provided a Q and A section on the process of developing the environmental plan. 
 
Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link where individuals and organisations could provide 
feedback on locations of environmental value and sensitivities. 
 
Provided information and registration details for a forthcoming webinar (scheduled for 23rd May) along with information on 
how to register for webinars and future information on community sessions; including where to find updated information on 
the consultation hub. 
 
Gave general contact information for project team staff. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.     Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.     Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.     Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.     Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.     Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.    Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.    Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.    Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.    Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.    Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-   Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 
December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.    Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.    Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 
petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 389 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  BONE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  BONE is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BONE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  BONE preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 103, 365, 938, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2497, 2625, 2678, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2075, 2076, 3679, 3884, 5400).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 365). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  BONE to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 365) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2075) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2075).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 365). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2075). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 365).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Summary of Assertion or Concern  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern  

N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Information   How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A   

  
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event 

ID  
Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim  
Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim  
Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Public Comment  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Public Comment  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Record of Consultation  

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  



• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

365 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

938 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  



• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2075 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2076 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as unclaimed- returned to sender.   



2497 18/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a registered letter sent on 27 June 2023 and returned to sender.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Postal packet contained information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Individual was contacted because their functions, interest and activities as a license holder may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Attached the information to the email and provided contact details for further questions or to register as a relevant person. 
 
Documents attached: 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 3 (Project Update) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2678 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 



• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3679 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3884 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender- No longer known at address. 
 
  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5400 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 390 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HOLDINGS TAS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  HOLDINGS TAS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery/Eastern Tuna 
and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HOLDINGS TAS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 175, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1855, 2367, 3500, 4881).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 175).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 175) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1855) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1855).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 175). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1855). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 175).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

175 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1855 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2367 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3500 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4881 25/11/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



South Gippsland Council – ORG ID 391 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Gippsland Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Gippsland Council was identified via Desktop Research  
 South Gippsland Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): South Gippsland Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. South Gippsland Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with South Gippsland Council provided the Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  South Gippsland Council 
engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. A copy of the Tactical Response Plans for South Gippsland was provided for internal use to assist the Council to 
respond meaningfully to any potential impacts or risks (Event ID 3260). 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on South Gippsland Council’s preferred method of consultation. South Gippsland Council engaged directly (Event ID 576) and requested further information and an 
opportunity to discuss the project further. South Gippsland Council had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips on 2 occasions (Event ID’s 6283, 6287) before emailing their appreciation on 8 September 2023 (Event 
3286). No further incoming communication was received and ConocoPhillips have continued to provide project updates (Event ID’s 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5157, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event IDs 127; 3193).  
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Gippsland Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 127; 4394). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations (Event IDs 1414; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 127; 576). 
 Provided information on upcoming Information sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 933, 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
South Gippsland Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to South Gippsland Council between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed South Gippsland Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, South Gippsland Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 



 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
127 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4394 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

493 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
576 8/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual on behalf of an organisation responding to email received on 27 February 2024 regarding Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of Information Received: 
•  They would like to understand the impact modelling and potential risks to the area of their interest. 
• They would like to discuss CoP’s project planning, data on potential loss of well control/spills, and emergency plans. 
• They are keen to ensure the environment and coastal communities are considered and protected. 
 
Individual Requested: 
• They would like to arrange an initial meeting to discuss the exploration drilling program. 
• They suggested starting with an online meeting. 

642 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of 8 March 2023. Team proposed a meeting and shared their availability for the 
following week and the week after that. 

4410 14/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email received earlier that day. Individual confirmed that they will send an invitation 
and schedule a time for a meeting. 

4408 14/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent the previous day.  
Individual shared their preference for days/times to arrange a virtual meeting. 

4409 14/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email received earlier that day. Team agreed on proposed date/time for the meeting and 
inquired about who should send invitation. 

6287 28/03/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: Summary of Information Provided: 
• Overview of ConocoPhillips Australia operations and engagement approach. 
• Details of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Explanation of the NOPSEMA Environmental Plan Approvals Process. 
• Initial assessment of potential risks and impacts. 
• Outline of the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) development and the Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program (OSMP) 
development. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Consultation and engagement approach, including existing consultation guidelines. 
• Environmental values and sensitivities, including cultural values. 
• Technical questions on impact assessment findings and data sources. 
• Emergency preparedness and response, including training plans and Tactical Response Plans. 

933 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents 
and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the 
proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, 
and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2833 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation. No answer left a message regarding briefing.   
3048 22/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL - From individual. Team member missed call.  
3049 24/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual proposing a meeting to share CoP’s Oil Pollution Emergency Plan.  

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Recommended a duration of 1 hour for the session. 
• Shared available time slots for the briefing. 
• Asked for the recipient's availability. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3080 28/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  From individual in response to email of 24/08/2023. Individual confirmed briefing time suggested, additional 
attendant and suggested they will send a tentative invitation. 

3081 28/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email exchange of that same day. Team accepted meeting invite received and forwarded 
to additional relevant attendant. 

4404 28/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to email exchange of that same day. Individual thanked the team. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3332 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
6283 4/09/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING: With representatives of South Gippsland Shire Council on 04/09/23 at 3:30 pm. 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Overview of ConocoPhillips and the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• High-level overview of the consultation process and thematic feedback from community information sessions. 
• Overview of the Environment Plan (EP), identified impacts and risks, with draft EP chapters now publicly available on the website. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Discussion on incident scenarios assessed: vessel collision during seabed surveys, drilling rig and support vessel operations, and Loss 
of Well Control (LOWC) during exploration drilling. 
• Overview of predictions for nearshore floating and shoreline accumulation from stochastic modelling for Loss of Well Control at South 
Gippsland. 
• Discussion around emergency response and preparedness, including the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP available online; 
feedback welcome). 
 
Key Actions: 
• ConocoPhillips to share slides and send a link to chapters on the website. 
• ConocoPhillips to share the Tactical Response Plans for South Gippsland. 
James to send contact details for his equivalent/s at Bass Coast Shire Council (Anderson Inlet and Phillip Island) to RH. 
ConocoPhillips to reach out to Bass Coast – Penguin Parade + Phillip Island Nature Park. 

3193 4/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up on a meeting happened that same day.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• It was always possible to ask for records of consultation to be kept confidential. 
• Alternatively, team would have included a summary of that consultation in chapter 3 of the EP. 
• The ability for the individual to change preferences at any time before submission in October. 
• Intention to send draft meeting minutes and a copy of the presentation from the meeting that day. 

3259 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following meeting of 4 September 2023.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Draft meeting notes for review and confirmation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Slide deck from the meeting. 
• Advised that Task Response Plans (TRPs) would be sent in a separate email. 

3260 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following meeting of 4 September 2023. 
 
Attachments: 
• Site Maps. 
 
Key discussion Points: 
• Shared Task Response Plans (TRPs) for organisation in attached documents. 
• Noted that the TRPs were for internal use only at that stage. 
• Encouraged to contact for further queries or information. 

4397 8/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to email received the same day. Individual confirmed they are happy with meeting 
notes provided. 

3286 8/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual thanking for the TRP's attachments they had received that day. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
• EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
• Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
• New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
by our activity. 
• Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
• Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
• Link to consultation hub 

 



East Gippsland Shire Council – ORG ID 392 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 East Gippsland Shire Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 East Gippsland Shire Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 East Gippsland Shire Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): East Gippsland Shire Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. East Gippsland Shire Council is a Local Council located within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with East Gippsland Shire Council provided the Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. East Gippsland 
Council did not seek to consult as a relevant person. East Gippsland Council did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on East Gippsland Shire Council’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email and campaign email correspondence. East Gippsland Shire Council did 
not seek to consult as a relevant person with 2 incoming auto replies acknowledging receipt of previous correspondence (Event ID’s 1763, 3333). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates via 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID’s 131, 133, 1205, 1414, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288) as they became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 131).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to East Gippsland Shire Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 131; 133). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
East Gippsland Shire Council received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to East Gippsland Shire Council between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed East Gippsland Shire Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, East Gippsland Shire Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

131 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

133 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1763 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3333 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet:  
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 393 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   D FISCHER is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  D FISCHER is a Commercial fisher within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  D FISCHER with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 263, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1962, 3198, 3582, 4052).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 263). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 263) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1962) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1962).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 263). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1962). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 263).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
263 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1962 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3198 9/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3582 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4052 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 394 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  PTY. LTD. is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 1396, 948, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315), unanswered telephone call attempt (Event ID 1581) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1881, 2266, 3744, 4719).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1396).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1396) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1881) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1881).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1396). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1881). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1396).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



TOBERFISH PTY. LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to TOBERFISH PTY. LTD between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TOBERFISH PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, TOBERFISH PTY. LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

1396 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1581 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation. No answer. Team left a voice message to call back or email.  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

948 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 
the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1881 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2266 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3744 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4719 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD – ORG ID 395 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 4467, 4468, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3165, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1860, 2253, 3505, 3941).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4467).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4467) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1860) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1860).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4467). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1860). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4467).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, BOMBORA FISHING SERVICES PTY LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4467 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Individual 
has multiple entities of interest and has therefore been contacted via both. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4468 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Individual has multiple entities of interest and has 
therefore been contacted via both. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask 
questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1860 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2253 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3165 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about ongoing development of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. Individual has multiple entities of interest and has therefore 
been contacted via both. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation on project consultation hub. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Contact details and request for feedback by 30 September 2023. 
 
Document attached: 
• Information sheet 11 (Project Update August 2023) 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3505 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3941 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 396 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HAULAGE PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  HAULAGE PTY. LTD. is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HAULAGE PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 339, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 2664, 3050, 3181, 5315), unanswered telephone attempt (Event 2652) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2662, 3240, 3885, 3655, 4771, 
3886).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 339). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 339) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2042) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2042).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 339). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2042). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 339).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



MCCONACHY HAULAGE PTY. LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to MCCONACHY HAULAGE PTY. LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed MCCONACHY HAULAGE PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, MCCONACHY HAULAGE PTY. LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

339 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2042 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2388 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender: Insufficient Address. 
  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2652 31/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: call to individual on 31/07/2023 but no answer. Left a message. 
2662 31/07/2023 Letter - Registered 

Mail 
OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2664 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual after repeated unsuccessful attempts to get in touch about the Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• CoP is continuing its EP to undertake the Exploration Drilling Program in the established areas of the Otway Basin. 
• Highlighted previous attempts to send information to individual. 
• Request for confirmation of potential new address. 
• Contact details for further questions or information. 
 
Attached: 
• Commercial Fishers registered letter previously sent to individual. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 

3240 8/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3885 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 08/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3655 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the 



Event 
ID 

Start Date Event Type Summary 

proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4771 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender: Unknown at Address. 

3886 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 03/10/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender: Unknown at Address. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 397 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   C FROST is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  C FROST is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  C FROST with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 403, 945, 1158, 1205, 1637, 1728, 1741, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2128, 3707, 4795).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 403). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 403) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2128) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2128).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 403). 
    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2128). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 403).  
    Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

403 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

945 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions would 
include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2128 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2985 2/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3707 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4795 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 398 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  T IDDON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  T IDDON engaged and made 
enquiries about the possibility of compensation if affected (Event ID 3985), but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation. opted to communicate directly with ConocoPhillips Australia. and communicated 
took place via email (Event IDs 331, 387, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288), registered letter (Event IDs 2030, 3648, 3697), and by 
phone (Event IDs 3985, 3986, 4983). 

 

 T IDDON’S primary concerns were of possible compensation if affected by operations (Event ID 3985). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 concern, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 331). 

 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 331). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 331). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3648) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 



Information Received  
During consultation with  T IDDON, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
gave the sufficient information listed above to  T IDDON between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, 

 had the information for a period of 182 days.  

 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

331 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

387 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. Email containing notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2030 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2031 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3648 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3697 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4747 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3986 5/10/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: missed call from individual; caller left voice message.  
3985 9/10/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: returned individual’s phone call on 09/10/2023 and responded to enquiry about potential impacts.  

• Individual requested clarification of the potential impacts on their fishery businesses.  
• Advised that they wanted to speak to team member particularly from the environmental team regarding environmental impacts. 
• Reiterated that they were mainly interested in compensation as they had several fishing licenses.  
Team member asked if individual wanted to discuss their concerns with a member from the environmental team and offered to pass on the 
information so that they can answer their questions. Team member followed by confirming contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4983 9/10/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL:  to individual on 09/10/2023 regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program and addressed concerns related to their 
functions, interests, and activities.  
• Individual confirmed that they fish in the area, however, times and locations vary depending on where the squid are.  
• Individual received mail out and noted that they were worried about being impacted, therefore, they reached out for further information.  
COP team member assured individual that there would be protocols in place before the commencement of the project. Also assured them that 
the team would keep them informed via contact details provided.  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD – ORG ID 399 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5  with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with organisation contacting COPA to clarify some matters, particularly compensation (Event ID 3983, 3985) if impacted. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 387; 5315), registered letter (Event ID(s) 2030; 2031; 
3697; 4803), telephone call (Event ID(s) 3985; 3983) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). POT OF GOLD 
ENTERPRISES PTY LTD communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia to request clarification of the potential impacts on their fishery businesses and spoke with a team member (Event IDs 3985; 4983). 
ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 387). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 387). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 387). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 a period of 73 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD had the information for a period of 182 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, POT OF GOLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

387 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Email containing notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2030 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2031 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3697 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4803 4/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3986 5/10/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: missed call from individual; caller left voice message.  
3985 9/10/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: returned individual’s phone call on 09/10/2023 and responded to enquiry about potential impacts.  

• Individual requested clarification of the potential impacts on their fishery businesses.  
• Advised that they wanted to speak to team member particularly from the environmental team regarding environmental impacts. 
• Reiterated that they were mainly interested in compensation as they had several fishing licenses.  
Team member asked if individual wanted to discuss their concerns with a member from the environmental team and offered to pass on the 
information so that they can answer their questions. Team member followed by confirming contact details.  

4983 9/10/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL:  to individual on 09/10/2023 regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program and addressed concerns related to their 
functions, interests, and activities.  
• Individual confirmed that they fish in the area, however, times and locations vary depending on where the squid are.  
• Individual received mail out and noted that they were worried about being impacted, therefore, they reached out for further information.  
COP team member assured individual that there would be protocols in place before the commencement of the project. Also assured them that the 
team would keep them informed via contact details provided.  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 400 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A GUILLOT is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A GUILLOT is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A GUILLOT with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 193, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1870, 2260, 3517, 3574, 3955, 4045).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 193). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 193) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1870) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1870).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 193). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1870). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 193).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

193 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with 
notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1870 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2260 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3517 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3574 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3955 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

4045 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 401 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 193, 254, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1870, 2260, 3517, 3574, 3955, 4045).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 254). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 254) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1870) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1870).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 254). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1870). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 254).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



GUILLOT ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to GUILLOT ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GUILLOT ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, GUILLOT ENTERPRISES (L.E.) PTY. LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

193 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence 
with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

254 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1870 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2260 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3517 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3574 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3955 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

4045 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 402 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   F MCDONALD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  F MCDONALD is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  F MCDONALD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 287, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1987, 2314, 3022, 3210, 3605, 3609, 4076, 4072).  
    
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 287). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 287) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3022) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3022).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 287). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3022). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 287).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

287 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1987 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2314 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3022 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 221/09/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·    ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.    Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.    Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3210 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.    Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3605 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3609 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates 
and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4076 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
4072 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the 

petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the 
Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 403 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   MCDONALD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  MCDONALD is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  MCDONALD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 290, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1987, 2314, 3022, 3210, 3605, 3609, 4076, 4072).  
    
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 290). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 290) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1987) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1987).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 290). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1987). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 290).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

290 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying 
the individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it 
to both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.    Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub 
for further information. 
.    Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1987 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and 
provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

2314 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all 
RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations 
and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3022 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 221/09/23 
and provided contact details.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt 
out of project correspondence.   

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.   Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.   Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.   Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3210 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a 
link to them. 
.   Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3605 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

3609 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with 
updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, 
interests and activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact 
regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information 
provided. 

4076 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
4072 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between 

the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple 
organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and 
the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway 
Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 404 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   CASTRO DIAZ is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  CASTRO DIAZ is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  CASTRO DIAZ with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 163, 942, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1845, 2244, 3487, 3923).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 163). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 163) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1845) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1845).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 163). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1845). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 163).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

163 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

942 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons 
to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm. 
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1845 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2244 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3487 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3923 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 405 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   N SIFFORD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  N SIFFORD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  N SIFFORD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 165, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1848, 2246, 3490, 3925).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 165). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 165) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1848) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1848).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 165). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1848). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 165).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

165 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1848 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2246 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3490 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3925 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 406 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  L GARLAND is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with  resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related 
to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol.   

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and contacted  L GARLAND via email (Event ID(s) 166; 3850; 4226; 5315) and registered mail (Event 
ID(s) 1849; 3491; 3926).  L GARLAND communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia by email and stated that the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program would have a significant effect on their 
operation (Event ID 3850).  raised concerns regarding seismic operations and the effects of seismic on migration paths of Southern Bluefin Tuna and requested a response from ConocoPhillips 
Australia (Event ID 3850). ConocoPhillips Australia provided  L GARLAND with a formal written response to the objections raised and reiterated that the proposed activity was not related to seismic testing 
(Event ID 4226). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from  L GARLAND. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided project updates to 

 via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1849). 
 
Sufficient Information Methodology EP, 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 166). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157; 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 166). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 154 days) at the latest.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID 4226), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 
During consultation with  0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities.   
During consultation,  raised 2 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

400 3850, 4226 Claim Relevant person provided feedback regarding the 
impact of seismic testing on the migration paths of 
the Southern Bluefin Tuna, and in turn influencing 
fishery operations. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct seismic 
testing as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
ConocoPhillips Australia's program involves seabed surveys and 
drilling operations as per the attached information sheet. Impacts 
associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities have been 
assessed with results summarised in the attached information 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

sheet on commercial fishing.  
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct 
you to the following sites for more information:  
• https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 
• www.tgs.com (Otway Basin 3D Multi-client MSS) 
• www.beachenergy.com.au (Calico Survey) 

401 3850, 4226 Request Relevant person provided feedback regarding the 
impact the activity will have on the migration of 
pelagic fish and the run down effect that will have 
on fishery operations. They have asked 
ConocoPhillips Australia how they will handle this. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

as mentioned previously, ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing 
to conduct seismic testing as part of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. ConocoPhillips Australia's program involves 
seabed surveys and drilling operations.  
 
Offshore oil and gas operations have co-existed sustainably with 
the commercial fishing industry in Australia for over 60 years. Both 
industries have certain rights to undertake their respective 
activities in Commonwealth waters and often have a spatial 
overlap. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to consult with 
commercial fishers and industry associations, assess the potential 
impacts to both state and commonwealth managed fisheries, and 
ensure impacts are managed to as low as reasonably practicable 
and acceptable levels.   
 
It is recognised that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries 
through temporary displacement. We believe we can sustainably 
coexist with the activities and livelihood of other marine users and 
are committed to having a Commercial Marine Users Adjustment 
Protocol in place prior to the commencement of the program to 
address economic impact as a result of displacement.  
 
The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing 
associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be assessed 
and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on 
feedback from consultation with other commercial marine 
operators who identified they could be potentially impacted by 
the petroleum activity. We will also be working towards a regional 
approach for compensation that minimises the potential for 
cumulative impacts to commercial fishers and will share more 
information on this as development progresses. 
 
Underwater sound emitted during seabed survey and drilling 
activities are predicted to result in short-term and localised 
impacts to fish restricted to within tens of metres. Behavioural 
impacts, such as avoidance behaviour of continuous sound 
sources, are more likely to occur (Popper et al. 2014). Most fish 
species are highly mobile and are expected to have a largely 
transitory presence in the operational areas and are expected to 

Commercial 
Marine Users 
Adjustment 
Protocol 



Feedback ID Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

move away from sound sources without restriction. Acoustic 
mapping of pelagic fish distribution and abundance immediately 
prior to and after a seismic survey off the Norwegian coast found 
that this noise source had insignificant short-term scaring effects, 
with vertical movement indicated as a short-term reaction for 
some pelagic species (Slotte et al 2022). Given that seabed surveys 
(1-week per location) and drilling activities (30-90 days per 
location) are short-term, temporary and emit lower levels of 
underwater sound compared to a seismic survey, behavioural 
disturbance is not predicted to affect the migration of pelagic 
species. 
 
Further details on the assessment of impacts to fish species from 
underwater sound and planned discharges can be found in draft 
Environment Plan chapters 6.6, 6.7 and 6.8. 

 
 
 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

166 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1849 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3491 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3926 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3850 29/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous letters and emails received about Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of Information Received: 
• Concerns about impact of program on their fishing operations and on other fisheries in the area. 
• Concerns about seismic testing affecting natural migration paths of Southern Bluefin Tuna. 
• Request a response on the impacts described above. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4226 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised in email of 29 September 2023. COP team have addressed objections/claims.  
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 407 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   DENNIS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  DENNIS is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  DENNIS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 177, 899, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1856, 2251, 3501, 3938). 
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 177). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 177) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1856) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1856).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 177). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1856). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 177).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

177 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

899 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons 
to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1856 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2251 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3501 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3938 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 408 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A TEDHAM is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A TEDHAM is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A TEDHAM with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 183, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1861, 2369, 3507, 3944).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 183). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 183) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1861) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1861).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 183). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1861). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 183).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

183 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1861 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2369 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3507 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3944 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 409 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  R PUGLISI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  R PUGLISI is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R PUGLISI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 189, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1866, 2256, 3513, 3952).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 189). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 189) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1866) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1866).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 189). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1866). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 189).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

189 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1866 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2256 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3513 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3952 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 

 – ORG ID 411 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   G HANSEN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  G HANSEN is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  G HANSEN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 984, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1872, 2997, 3519, 3962).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 984). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 984) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1872) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1872).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 984). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1872). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 984).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

984 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1872 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2997 17/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters fo 

3519 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3962 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 412 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   H INNES is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  H INNES is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  H INNES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 1131, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1873, 2262, 3520, 3963).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1131). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1131) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1873) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1873).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1131). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1873). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1131).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1131 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
. Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
. Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
. Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
. Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1873 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2262 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3520 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3963 29/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 413 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   R BARKER is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R BARKER with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 198, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1874, 2263, 3521, 3964).  R BARKER unsubscribed from mailing list using the link in an 
email (Event ID 3442). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 198). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 198) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1874) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1874).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 198). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1874). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 198).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

198 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1874 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2263 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3442 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from mailing list using link. 
3521 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 

Mail 
OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3964 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 414 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   MELAS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  MELAS is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  MELAS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 986, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1875, 3522, 4016).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 986). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 986) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1875) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1875).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 986). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1875). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 986).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

986 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1875 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3522 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4016 6/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 415 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   T PETERSON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  T PETERSON is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  T PETERSON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 201, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1877, 3524, 3967).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 201). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 201) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1877) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1877).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 201). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1877). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 201).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

201 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1877 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3524 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3967 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 416 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J BULTMAN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J BULTMAN is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J BULTMAN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Daniel J Bultman corresponded to advise they were a contractor interested in tender and were 
advised regarding opportunities for tendering work packages. No other communication was received and ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. Daniel J Bultman responded to a campaign email (Event ID 1205) identifying themselves as a contractor and 
asking for tendering opportunities. ConocoPhillips responded advising opportunities for tendering work packages might be present if the individual’s business industry and services were aligned with the program 
scope (Event ID 4606). ConocoPhillips continued to provide project updates through emails (Event ID’s 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1882, 2370, 3529, 4686).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 207).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 207) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1882) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1882).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 207). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1882). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 207).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

207 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

4606 17/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual identifying themselves as a contractor and asking for tendering opportunities related to Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 

1212 17/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email received that same morning.  
.   Team explained to individual that opportunities for tendering work packages might be present if the individual's business industry and services were 
aligned with the program scope. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1882 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2370 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3529 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4686 12/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 417 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J CLARK is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J CLARK is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J CLARK with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 208, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1883, 3006, 3530, 4017).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 208).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 208) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1883) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1883).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 208). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1883). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 208).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

208 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1883 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3006 3/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3530 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Sent Registered Mail - Letter confirming our multiple contact attempts regarding our relevant persons list and ceasing communication regarding 
ongoing consultation unless stakeholder notifies otherwise. Included with this letter is a final assessment document regarding how we have assessed 
the environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and the control measures we have identified that will reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels 
that are as low as reasonably practicable. 

4017 10/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 418 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A FREEMAN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A FREEMAN is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A FREEMAN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 210, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1885, 2371, 3532, 3974).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 210).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:   
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 210) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1885) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1885).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 210). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1885). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 210).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

210 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1885 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2371 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email UTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3532 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3974 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 419 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A RADCLIFFE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A RADCLIFFE is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A RADCLIFFE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 211, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1886, 2268, 3533, 3975).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 211).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 211) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1886) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1886).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 211). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1886). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 211).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

211 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1886 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2268 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3533 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3975 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 420 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   COLIN CHAFFEY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  COLIN CHAFFEY is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  COLIN CHAFFEY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 212, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1887, 2372, 3534, 3977).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 212).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 212) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1887) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1887).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 212). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1887). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 212).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

212 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1887 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2372 12/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3534 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3977 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 421 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   JOHN SMITH & MARGARET JANE BURRIDGE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  JOHN SMITH & MARGARET JANE BURRIDGE is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and 
Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  JOHN SMITH & MARGARET JANE BURRIDGE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication 
methods and provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 213, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1888, 2270, 3535, 3978).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 213).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 213) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1888) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1888).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 213). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1888). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 213).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a 
period of 120 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

213 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1888 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2270 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3535 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3978 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 422 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   N BROWN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  N BROWN is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery; Small Pelagic Fishery; and Southern and Eastern Scalefish and 
Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  N BROWN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 215, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1890, 2272, 3537).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 215) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1890) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1890).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 215). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1890). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 215).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 215). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  



ConocoPhillips Australia provided  N BROWN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

215 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1890 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2272 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
  
Summary of Information Provided.  
  
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
  
. Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
. Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
• Provided three options to lodge comments.  
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
  
Attached the following information sheets:  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details.  

3537 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 423 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M WILLEY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Denise M Willey is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M WILLEY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 216, 1157, 1637, 2625, 2668, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2661, 2666, 3196, 3218, 3538, 3673, 3981).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 216). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 216) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2625).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 216). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 216).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN between 27 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 150 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

216 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2661 31/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/08/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2666 31/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/08/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2668 1/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, regarding continued preparations 
of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin dated 01/08/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
• Formal letter attached: 
 - Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21 August 2023 and provided contact 
details.  
 - Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3196 2/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 31/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3218 2/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 31/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3538 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3673 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3981 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 424 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   G LESTER is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  G LESTER with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 222, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1896, 2277, 3544).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 222). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 222) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1896) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1896).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 222). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1896). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 222).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
    Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

222 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1896 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2277 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3544 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 425 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   SAMARTZIS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Emanuel Samartzis is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  SAMARTZIS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through registered letters (Event ID’s 3032, 3197, 3547, 4022, 5498).  
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3032).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided on 24 August 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3032) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3032) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3032).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3032). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3032).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3032). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 3032). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 77 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  on 24 August 2023.    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3032 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3197 31/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3547 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4022 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5498 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 426 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Peltown Pty Ltd is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 993, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1915, 2291, 3563, 4038).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided on 24 August 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3043).  
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3043).   
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3043).  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3043).   
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3043).  
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 3043).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3043).  
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3043).  
Further information provided included:  
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process.  
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3043).  
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5499). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 77 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  24 August 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  



During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3043 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3221 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3685 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4778 22/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5499 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 
 

 – ORG ID 427 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  A & JANE S FIGL is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within the 
Southern Squid Jig Fishery, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided  A & JANE S FIG  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  A & JANE S FIGL did not engage and did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information and objections or claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via registered letter (Event ID(s) 3033; 3223; 3689; 4785) and email (Event ID 5315). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and informed  in September 2023 (Event ID 3689) that they would be removed from the Relevant 
Person list, providing them with the ‘Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified control measures to 
reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also provided information about the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 3033). 
 
Public comment 
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from this organisation, as shown in the Public Comment table below.  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided on 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3033). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3033). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations (Event ID 3033). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3033).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3033). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3033). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3033). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3033). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3033) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document (Event ID 3689) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 



 

Information Received  
During consultation with  A & JANE S FIGL, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in August 2023, 77 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  on 24 August 2023. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 77 days.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3033 24/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3223 31/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3689 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4785 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 428 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  BRAITHWAITE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, within the 
Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with  BRAITHWAITE resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 
persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including CM08: Whale Management Plan (WMP); CM10: Well 
Testing Program. 

 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and corresponded with  by email (Event ID(s) 242; 3021; 5315; 53190, registered mail 
(Event ID(s) 1916; 3011; 5397) and telephone call (Event ID(s) 2499; 2500). communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly via telephone call and provided their contact information and 
requested information on sound devices and transfusers. (Event ID 2499). ConocoPhillips Australia provided a written response to the objections and claims and request for information made by 

 (Event ID 3021). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from . Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
 with project update correspondence via campaign email mailouts (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 242).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Garry Braithwaite to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 242). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 242). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157; 1637). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided draft EP Chapters (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Additional tailored information provided to  with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  



 Impulsive sound source during seabed surveys (Event ID 3021). 
 Impulsive sound source during well formation evaluation (Event ID 3021).  
 Information regarding what sounding devices and transfusers will be used (Event ID 3021).  

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 154 days) at the latest. 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

 Response to all objections and claims was provided in August 2023 (Event ID 3021), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, raised 2 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

84 3021, 2500 Request Relevant person requested 
information regarding whether the 
'sound devices and transfusers' 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Seabed surveys are an important safety and environmental 
measure undertaken ahead of drilling activities. They typically 
involve geophysical and geotechnical sampling techniques that 

CM08: Whale 
Management Plan 
(WMP) 



Feedback ID Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

impulses will be in kilowatts and 
kilohertz. 

identify possible hazards and benthic habitat to inform 
exploration well and drilling rig anchor placement.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to conduct seabed surveys 
at up to a maximum of 9 locations across the two permits (T/49P 
and VIC/P79). Each location will be approximately 6 x 6 km (36 
km2) in size and will take approximately one week to complete. 
The geophysical survey techniques used include: 
- Sub-bottom profiler 
- Multibeam echosounder 
- Side scan sonar, and 
- Magnetometry. 
 
Jasco Applied Sciences (Australia) Pty Ltd have modelled the 
sound from sub-bottom profiling operating a boomer system 
during the seabed survey. The representative boomer system 
chosen for geophysical survey operations is the AP3000 triple-
plate boomer with a verified source level of 169.0 dB 1 μPa2m2s, 
operating at 1800 J per pulse energy.  The table below provides 
the specifications of the AP3000 triple-plate boomer system 
towed at a depth of 2 m used for the modelling. 
Seabed surveys are designed specifically to map the seabed and 
directly below the seabed (up to ~100 m). They are not the same 
as seismic surveys which are designed to image the subsurface 
up to several kilometres below the seabed. Sound generated 
from seabed survey techniques is significantly lower in intensity 
and duration than sound produced from a seismic array. 

242 3021, 2500 Claim Relevant person queried what the 
predicted effects of impulsive sound 
are on fish. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Jasco’s modelling study assessed the ranges for quantitative 
criteria based on Popper et al. (2014) and considered both PK 
and SEL24h metrics associated with mortality and potential 
mortal injury as well as impairment in the following groups: 
• Fish without a swim bladder (also appropriate for sharks in the 
absence of other information), 
• Fish with a swim bladder that do not use it for hearing, 
• Fish that use their swim bladders for hearing, and 
• Fish eggs and fish larvae. 
The modelling study found that none of the thresholds for effects 
to fish, fish eggs, or fish larvae were exceeded by the operation 
of the sub-bottom profiler.  
Fish may be sensitive to the impulsive sound emitted during sub-
bottom profiling. However, the short duration (maximum of 1 
week per seabed survey location), along with the absence of 
negative effects predicted by modelling, reduce the potential for 
impacts to these species. 
Reference: Sound exposure guidelines for fish, fish eggs, and 
larvae (Popper et al. 2014) 
 
The modelling study found that fish may experience temporary 
threshold shift (TTS – a temporary hearing injury), if they remain 

CM08: Whale 
Management Plan 
CM10: Well Testing 
Program 
 
VSP will be limited to 
20 hours per well. 
Soft starts will be 
applied to VSP 
surveys. 



Feedback ID Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

within 450 m of the VSP sound source for 24 hours (Note: 
SEL24h is a cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact 
of noise levels within 24 h based on the assumption that an 
animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed 
position). Fish eggs and larvae may experience injury within 50 m 
of the sound source. 
Fish may be sensitive to the impulsive sound emitted during VSP. 
However, the short duration (maximum of 20 hours per well), 
along with the likelihood of negative effects being restricted to 
within tens to a few hundred meters of the sound source, reduce 
the potential for impacts to these species. In addition, soft starts 
will be applied to VSP surveys, whereby the sound source is 
slowly ramped up to allow marine fauna (including fish) to move 
away, further reducing the potential for impacts. 
Reference: Sound exposure guidelines for fish, fish eggs, and 
larvae (Popper et al. 2014). 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

242 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1916 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3011 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2499 14/07/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Individual had to leave a message due to team not answering. Individual left a message regarding: 
- Left contact information 
- Requested information on sounding devices and transfusers 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Concern stemming from his status as a commercial Fisher. 
Individual requested the team call back using the contact information provided. 

2500 18/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual who had left a voice mail that occurred on 14/07/2023 the requesting information about underwater noise 
impacts. In particular, 
• Sounding devices and transfusers’ impulse intensity  
• Expressed interest in understanding the project from a broader perspective 
• Concerns that the noise will impact fishing activities in the area. 
Team noted all concerns and feedback received from individual and committed to sending an email response addressing all queries.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3021 23/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised in a voicemail on 14 July 2023. In this email COP team have addressed 
objections/claims. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5397 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. – ORG ID 429 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Galaxy Fishing Co Pty Ltd is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 993, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1915, 2291, 2563, 4038).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 993).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD. to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 993) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1915) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1915).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 993). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1915). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 993).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, GALAXY FISHING CO. PTY. LTD raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

993 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1915 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2291 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3563 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4038 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence 
about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 430 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  P HAIRON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  P HAIRON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 992, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 3034, 3233, 3740, 4726).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 992).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 992) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3034) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3034).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 992). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3034). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 992).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

992 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. Sent to 
relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3034 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3233 30/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3740 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4726 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and 
other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 431 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HOLDINGS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Gazak Holdings Pty Ltd is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HOLDINGS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 103, 205, 936, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 3035, 3792, 3565, 4040, 5396).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 245). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 245) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3035) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3035).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 245). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3035). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 245).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

245 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

936 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed 
activities 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3035 24/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 22/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3792 12/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 24/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3565 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4040 5/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5396 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) 
included. 

 



 – ORG ID 432 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   F NOYE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Geoffrey F Noye is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery/Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  F NOYE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received.  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 246, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319, 6288) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1918, 2375, 3497, 3933, 5362).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 246). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 246) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1918) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1918).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 246). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1918). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 246).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

246 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1918 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2375 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3443 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from mailing list using the link provided. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3566 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4041 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 433 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PAPAS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within the Eastern 
Tuna and Billfish Fishery, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with  PAPAS resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol and additional Environmental Performance Standards.    

 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and contacted  via email (Event ID(s) 247; 4652; 5315; 5319), registered mail (Event ID(s) 1919; 2293) 
by telephone call (Event ID(s) 2345; 2344) and by virtual meeting (Event ID 2663).  communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly via telephone call and expressed concern regarding the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and requested a meeting (Event ID 2345). ConocoPhillips Australia held a virtual meeting with  where they expressed their primary concerns: 
cumulative impacts of activities in the Otway Basin; displacement of fishers; behavioural disturbance; noise. (Event ID 2663). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming engagements from 

. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 
4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1205). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 17 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 247). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1205). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 247). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1205). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1157) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided draft EP Chapters (Event ID: 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 



Additional tailored information provided to  with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Draft EP Chapter – 6.6 – Underwater Sound – Non-Impulsive (Event ID 2663). 
 High level overview of the project – verbal (Event ID 2663). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 17 May 2023 (over a period of 154 days) at the latest.   
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

 Response to all objections and claims was provided in July 2023 (Event ID 2663), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation, raised 6 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

134 2663 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the displacement of 
commercial fishers in the Bass Strait. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the ongoing mututal 
use of the marine area with new releases of acerage. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by 
the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration 
activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not 
interfere with other marine users to a greater extent than is 
necessary and is committed to having an evidence based 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the drilling program which will address 
economic impact as a result of displacement. 
 
The potential for successive, additive or synergistic impacts of 
collectively significant activities or projects which may interfere 
with commercial fishing activities, was identified during 
consultation and the development of the Environment Plan, 
and a cumulative impact assessment was conducted to 
evaluate this further. 
 
The cumulative impact assessment identified that commercial 
fishers with moderate to high use for the term of the EP may 
potentially be displaced within relevant Fishery Management 
Areas in the offshore Otway Basin by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program and by other reasonably 
foreseeable seismic surveys and drilling/P&A activities. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to 
working with other titleholders and relevant fishery 
associations and persons, to design an application process for 
compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative 
impacts, i.e. requiring multiple applications for compensation 
to be lodged to a range of titleholders.  

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication 
Plan 
CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 
 
Additional Environmental 
Performance Standard ADOPTED: 
ConocoPhillips Australia will work 
with other titleholders and relevant 
fishery associations and persons, 
to design an application process 
for compensation that minimises 
the potential for cumulative 
impacts to commercial fishers. 

135 2663 Objection Relevant person requested 
compensation for fishers or the 
chance for employment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not believe a full retirement of 
quota is an appropriate response to a short-term, recoverable 
activity.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not 
interfere with other marine users to a greater extent than is 
necessary and is committed to having an evidence based 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the drilling program which will address 
economic impact as a result of displacement. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to working with other 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 
Consultation and Communication 
Plan 
CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 
 
Additional Environmental 
Performance Standard ADOPTED: 
1. ConocoPhillips Australia will 
work with other titleholders and 
relevant fishery associations and 
persons, to design an application 
process for compensation that 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

titleholders and relevant fishery associations and persons, to 
design an application process for compensation that also 
minimises the potential for cumulative impacts, i.e. requiring 
multiple applications for compensation to be lodged to a 
range of titleholders.  

minimises the potential for 
cumulative impacts to commercial 
fishers. 

136 2663 Claim Relevant person stated that noise 
causes behavioural disturbance in fish 
which result in a change of normal 
movements. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Fish may be sensitive to sound emitted during the activity. Fish 
and sharks are highly mobile and are expected to have a 
largely transitory presence in the operational areas. These 
species are expected to move away from sound sources 
without restriction, thus reducing the likelihood of 
experiencing any injury or effect related to sound. No habitats 
likely to support site-attached fish were identified within the 
operational areas, therefore it would be expected that any 
impacts to fish would be limited to behavioural impacts such 
as startle response for impulsive sounds or avoidance 
behaviour for non-impulsive sound. These responses would be 
short-term and temporary (given the limited duration of 
activities, being typically 30-40 days for drilling operations and 
20 hours per well for impulsive testing associated with 
formation evaluation), with a negligible to minor consequence 
on individuals or at a population level.   
 
Additional information on the assessment of impacts 
associated with underwater sound can be found in the draft 
Environment Plan, in sections 6.6 and 6.7 and the technical 
acoustic modelling report available on the consultation hub: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway
-exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 

Information 

1037 2345 Objection Relevant person, a commercial fisher, 
expressed dissatisfaction and concern 
about the potential impact of 
exploration drilling on his business 
and the overall activity in the Otway 
Basin. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the potential for 
cumulative impacts to commerical fishers in EP Chapter 8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not 
interfere with other marine users to a greater extent that is 
necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has committed to the development of a Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this 
protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing 
associations and individual fishers to ensure that claims of 
fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) for the exploration 
program. This includes a commitment to working with 
industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design 
an application process for compensation that minimises the 
potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers.  
No long-term impacts to fisheries are predicted as detailed in 
Section 6.2. ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these 
claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined 
above. 

1064 2663 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the cumulative impacts of 
various activities in the Otway Basin, 
including seismic activities, drilling, 
marine parks, and renewables, leading 
to a reduction in fishing areas. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the potential for 
cumulative impacts to commercial fishers in EP Chapter 8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not 
interfere with other marine users to a greater extent that is 
necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has committed to the development of a Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this 
protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing 
associations and individual fishers to ensure that claims of 
fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) for the exploration 
program. This includes a commitment to working with 
industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design 
an application process for compensation that minimises the 
potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers.  
No long-term impacts to fisheries are predicted as detailed in 
Section 6.2. ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these 
claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been 
adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined 
above. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment Protocol 

1065 2663 Claim Relevant person mentioned that 
previous seismic testing had a 
negative impact on catches, which are 
only now beginning to recover. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Claim not related to the adverse impacts of the proposed 
activity, but information regarding reduced catches starting to 
come back included 

N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

247 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1919 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2293 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2345 11/07/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: from individual who had received the registered mail sent on 26/06/2023. The individual: 
• Expressed concerns that the exploration drilling might threaten their commercial fishing business 
• Asked to have a virtual call with the experts and discussed availability and notice period to schedule the call. 
It was agreed that the individual would send an email giving notice of his next availability. 

2344 11/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual who had called that same morning, 11/07/2023. The team: 
• Followed up about ConocoPhillips’ offer to arrange a virtual meeting 
• Shared email contacts that the individual should use to contact the team once available to agree on a suitable time for the meeting. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2663 31/07/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With individual to share his commercial fishing activities and concerns.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• COP Formal Letter – Response to concerns. 
• Draft EP Chapter – 6.6 – Underwater Sound – Non-Impulsive. 
• High level overview of the project - verbal.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• COP objectives in managing activities to minimise interference with other users. 
• Individual shared concerns about: cumulative impacts of activities in the Otway Basin; displacement of fishers; behavioural disturbance; noise. 
• Explained compensation protocol. 
• Individual expressed wish to be able to work together to minimise issues and thanked team for explanations.  

2683 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: No answer. Left message. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

4652 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections and claims previously raised in a meeting on the 31 July 2023. 
 
Attached: 
• Official letter in which COP team has addressed objections/claims. 
• Acoustic Modelling for Assessing Marine Fauna Sound Exposures 
• DRAFT Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan: 6.6 Underwater Sound – Non-impulsive and 6.7 Underwater Sound – Impulsive 
• Contact details if further information needed. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 434 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   R WISBY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Glenford R Wisby is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R WISBY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 250, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1922, 3016, 3569, 4696).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 250). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 250) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1922) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1922).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 250). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1922). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 250).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

250 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1922 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

3016 20/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3569 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4696 31/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 435 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J CLARKE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Grahame J Clarke is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J CLARKE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 253, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319), registered letters (Event ID’s 1925, 2684, 3572, 4700, 5398) and an unanswered Outgoing Telephone Call (Event ID 2685).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 253). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 253) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1925) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1925).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 253). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1925). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 253).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

253 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1925 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2684 19/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item not Collected. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2685 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual who hadn't collected ConocoPhillips's letter. No response received and unable to leave a message. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3572 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4700 20/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Australia Post Verified as Return to Sender - Item not collected 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5398 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 436 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   D MANTHORPE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Guy D Manthorpe is a Commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  D MANTHORPE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 256, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1953, 3575, 5392).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 256). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 256) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1953) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1953).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 256). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1953). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 256).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

256 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1953 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3575 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5392 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 437 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   K MITCHELSON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  K MITCHELSON is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  K MITCHELSON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 259, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1958, 3578, 4048). 
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 259). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:    
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 259) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1958) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1958).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 259). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1958). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 259).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

259 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1958 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3578 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4048 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 438 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   E CRIPPS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Jake E Cripps is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  E CRIPPS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 272, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1970, 2306, 3591, 4061).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 272). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 272) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1970) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1970).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 272). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1970). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 272).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

272 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1970 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2306 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3591 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4061 5/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 439 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A SUTHERLAND is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A SUTHERLAND is a Commercial fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A SUTHERLAND with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 274, 4604, 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1972, 2307, 3593, 4063).  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 274). 
 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 274) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1972) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1972).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 274). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1972). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 274).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

274 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4604 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons 
to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1972 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2307 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3593 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4063 3/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 440 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   C GREEN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Jason C Green is a Commercial fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  C GREEN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 275, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1974, 2309, 3595, 3844, 4065, 3843).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 275). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 275) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1974) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1974).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 275). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1974). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 275).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Summary of Assertion or Concern  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern  

N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Information   How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A   

  
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event 

ID  
Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim  
Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim  
Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Public Comment  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Public Comment  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

 
Record of Consultation  

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

275 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1974 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2309 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3595 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3844 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender: Incorrect address on item. 
4065 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
3843 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 

including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 



Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence 
about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the 
Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



 – ORG ID 441 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   S MACDONALD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  S MACDONALD is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  S MACDONALD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 277, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1978, 3596, 4710).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 277). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 277) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1978) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1978).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 277). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1978). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 277).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

277 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1978 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3596 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4710 18/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 442 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   LAGANA is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Joe Lagana is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  LAGANA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 283, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1983, 2311, 3602, 4070).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 283). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 283) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1983) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1983).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 283). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1983). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 283).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

283 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1983 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2311 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3602 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4070 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 443 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M  is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. John M Barrett is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 284, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1985, 2313, 3603, 4071).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 284). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 4 July 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 284) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1985) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1985).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 284). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1985). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 284).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to between 27 February 2023 and 4 July 2023 (over a period of 127 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

284 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1985 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2313 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3603 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4071 2/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 444 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  F MASON & LYNN CHEUNG is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation provided  F MASON & LYNN CHEUNG with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time.  F MASON & LYNN 

 did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4599; 5315), registered mail (Event ID(s) 1986; 3199; 
3604) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. In August 2023, the Organisation requested 
that consultation take place with their nominated industry representative on their behalf (ORG ID 6; Event ID 3173). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4599). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4599). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4599). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  F MASON & LYNN CHEUNG, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, a period of 179 days.  



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 78 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  F MASON & LYNN CHEUNG to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4599 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1157 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3199 29/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item not Collected. 

3173 29/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person requesting all future engagement to be conducted through their nominated third party whom were CC’d on the 
email for their reference. From individual in response to an email sent on 24 August 2023.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Individual requested: 
• Consultation to be made with industry representative on all project proposals and environmental plans. 
• To be removed from the mailing list. 

3604 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 
 
 



 – ORG ID 445 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   L CARELESS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  L CARELESS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 288, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1988, 2315, 3607, 4074).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 288). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 288) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1988) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1988).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 288). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1988). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 288).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

288 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1988 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2315 7/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3607 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4074 5/10/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 



 – ORG ID 446 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M SKOLJAREV is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  M SKOLJAREV is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M SKOLJAREV with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 4598, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1989, 2316, 3608, 4075, 5384).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4598). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4598) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1989) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1989).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4598). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1989). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4598).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4598 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
• Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1989 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2316 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3608 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4075 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5384 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 447 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & WANDA STEVENS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & WANDA STEVENS are Commercial Fishers within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & WANDA STEVENS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 291, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1990, 2317, 3610, 4077).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 291). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 291) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1990) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1990).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 291). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1990). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 291).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Summary of Assertion or Concern  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern  

N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Information   How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A   

  
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event 

ID  
Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim  
Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim  
Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Public Comment  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Public Comment  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Record of Consultation  
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
291 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1990 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2317 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 



 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3610 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4077 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 448 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J RASCHILLA is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J RASCHILLA is a Commercial Fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J RASCHILLA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 292, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1991, 2318, 3611, 4078). 
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 292). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 292) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1991) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1991).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 292). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1991). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 292).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Summary of Assertion or Concern  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern  

N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Information   How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A   

  
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1)  
Feedback ID  Related Event 

ID  
Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim  
Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim  
Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Public Comment  
Feedback ID  Related Event ID  Summary of Public Comment  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

  
Record of Consultation  
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
292 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1991 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2318 6/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3611 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4078 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 449 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M PUGLISI is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  M PUGLISI is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M PUGLISI with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 293, 1157, 1637, 2625, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1993, 2378, 3612, 4079).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 293).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 293) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1993) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1993).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 293). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1557). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1993). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 293).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1557, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1557). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1557). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

293 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1993 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2378 12/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3612 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4079 27/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 450 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried 

out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   KERR DIANA KERR MALCOLM KERR  KERR PETER KERR STEPHEN KERR is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  KERR DIANA KERR MALCOLM KERR WAYNE KERR PETER KERR STEPHEN 

 are Commercial fisher within the Small Pelagic Fishery 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  KERR DIANA KERR MALCOLM KERR WAYNE KERR PETER KERR STEPHEN KERR with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of 
time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a 
response to any communication methods and provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 298, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1997, 2321, 3616, 4082).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 298). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 298) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1997) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1997).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 298). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1997). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 298).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for 

public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  
between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an 
informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform 
the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

298 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1997 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2321 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
   
 Summary of Information Provided.  
   
 The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation:  
   
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them.  
 .     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment.  
 • Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback.  
 • Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.   
 • Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.   
 • Provided three options to lodge comments.  
 • Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment.  
   
 Attached the following information sheets:  
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation.  
   
 Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3616 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information 
including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may 
be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed 
activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries 
and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4082 21/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 451 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   TATNELL & MARIA TATNELL is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  TATNELL & MARIA TATNELL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 299, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1998, 2322, 3617, 4083).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 299) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 299) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1998) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1998).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 299). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1998). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 299).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

299 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1998 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2322 6/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3617 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4083 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 452 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M LADLOW is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Leanne M Ladlow is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M LADLOW with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 304, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2000, 2327, 3622, 4087).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 304) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:   
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 304) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2000) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2000).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 304). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2000). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 304).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M LADLOW with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation, B THOMSEN & M.S THOMSEN raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

304 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2000 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2327 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3622 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4087 29/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 453 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   CHAMBERS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Leigh Chambers is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  CHAMBERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 306, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2005, 2422, 3624, 4090).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 306) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 306) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2005) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2005).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 306). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2005). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 306).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

306 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2005 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2422 14/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3624 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4090 29/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 454 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   M HERMAN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Leonie M Herman is a Commercial fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  M HERMAN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 308, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2007, 2330, 3626, 4851, 5389).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 3050) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 308) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2007) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2007).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 308). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2007). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 308).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

308 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2007 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2330 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3626 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4851 21/11/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as Return to Sender - Item not Collected. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5389 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 455 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   MICHAEL is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Lindsay Michael is a Commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  MICHAEL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 309, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2009, 2331, 3627, 4092).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 309) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 309) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2009) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2009).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 309). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2009). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 309).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

309 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2009 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2331 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3627 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4092 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 456 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   & MARINA HATZIMIHALIS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  & MARINA HATZIMIHALIS are Commercial fishers within the Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  & MARINA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 1137, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2010, 2381, 3628, 4093).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 1137) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1137) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2010) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2010).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1137). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 115).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2010). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1137).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1137 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2010 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2381 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3628 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4093 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 459 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   AND MARGARET HILL is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  and Margaret Hill are Commercial Fishers within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  AND  HILL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 1001, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2011, 2332, 3629, 4664).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 1001) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1001) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 20211) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2011).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1001). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2011). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1001).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1001 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2011 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2332 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3629 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4664 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 460 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A BROWN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A BROWN  is a Commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A BROWN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 312, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2013, 2333, 3631, 4673).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 312) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 312) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2013) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2013).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 312). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2013). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 312).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

312 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2013 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2333 7/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3631 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4673 28/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 461 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   VALCIC & RITA VALCIC is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  VALCIC & RITA VALCIC is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  VALCIC & RITA VALCIC with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided 
project updates through emails (Event ID’s 325, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2022, 2387, 3642, 4723, 5385).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 325) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 325) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2022) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2022).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 325). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2022). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 325).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

325 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2022 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2387 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3642 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4723 3/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5385 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd– ORG ID 462 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, specifically a commercial fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark 
Fishery, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 
persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, Table 4-25: SSESF – Shark Gillnet and Shark Hook Sector; EP 
Section 4.7.6.4; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought engagement and direction regarding consultation preferences from Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd in February 2023. Representatives of the organisation later attended a 
community information session (Event ID 1635) and registered for webinar invitations (Event ID 1673). Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd requested further commercial fishing information including two fishing 
intensity maps which were provided by ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 1670).  Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd provided information on their functions, interests and activities (Event ID 3001) and information 
regarding the Southern and Eastern Scale fish and Shark Fishery (Event ID 3432). ConocoPhillips Australia provided a formal written response to Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd.’s objections and claims (Event ID 
4227). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd with project update correspondence via campaign email (1158; 1637; 1650; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3361; 3475; 
3859;4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 320). 
 
Public comment period     
Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 
(Event ID 4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 
additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
    
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd, as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 320). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637; 1670). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 320). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided copies of the draft EP Chapters (Event ID 3361). 



 Information updates related to the public comment period. (Event ID’s 4846; 4879) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. (Event ID 5315) 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 904; 1158; 1637). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:   
 Shark/Gillnet sub-sector map (Event ID 1670) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia with initial information about the activity on 27 February 2023, 255 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public 
comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 
days). After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:   
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event IDs: 4227), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd are Tier One Commercial Fishers (see Appendix C4), for this group ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving sufficient information to be a reasonable 
period to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 
 Mahina Bay Fishing Co Pty Ltd raised 2 objection and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1532 3432 Relevant person stated that the area on the provided map has 
been used as a year-round fishing ground for net sharking for 
several years. 

Table 4-25: SSESF – Shark Gillnet and Shark Hook Sector, EP Section 4.7.6.4 updated with this 
stakeholder information  

1533 3432 In the last 12 months, the Gummy Shark caught by the relevant 
person has been just over 15 tonnes, worth approximately 
$250,000, plus bycatch. 

Table 4-25: SSESF – Shark Gillnet and Shark Hook Sector, EP Section 4.7.6.4 updated with this 
stakeholder information  



 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, Objection or Claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

344 Claim Relevant person provided feedback regarding the 
proximity of the activity to Portland as this is a 
main fishing ground and displacement would 
cause increased costs for the fishing business. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to undertake petroleum activities in a 
manner that does not interfere with the activities of others to a greater extent 
than is necessary for the reasonable exercise of the rights and performance of 
the duties we are permitted to carry out.  During the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program, exclusion zones will need to be put in place ranging in size 
from a 500 m radius around seabed survey vessels and any towed equipment 
to a 2 km radius around the drill rig. These will be established prior to the 
commencement of seabed survey and drilling activities and will be 
communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
Offshore oil and gas operations have co-existed sustainably with the 
commercial fishing industry in Australia for over 60 years. Both industries have 
certain rights to undertake their respective activities in Commonwealth waters 
and often have a spatial overlap.  
 
Although the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the 
operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries through temporary 
displacement, we believe we can sustainably coexist with the activities and 
livelihood of other marine and coastal users and are committed to having a 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the commencement 
of the program to address economic impact as a result of displacement. We do 
not believe a full retirement of quota is an appropriate response to a short-
term, recoverable activity. 
 
We will be working with the peak industry bodies to design a regional 
approach for compensation and will share more information on this as 
development progresses. 

CM04: 
Commercial 
Marine Operators 
Adjustment 
Protocol 

1534 Claim Relevant person stated that the identified area is 
a significant fishing ground and any impact on it 
will have an economic effect on them. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged this claim (Event ID: 3005) and informed relevant person 
that ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial fishing adjustment protocol in 
place prior to the commencement of the drilling program which will address economic impact as 
a result of displacement. (CM04) 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

320 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

904 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1635 31/05/2023 Community Session Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth Governments approach 
to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after seismic. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 
• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL quota for the 
season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1673 8/06/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Webinar 
Registration 

INCOMING WEBINAR REGISTRATION: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin. Individual has registered for future webinars after attending Community Information Sessions previously. 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1662 13/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Individual was contacted regarding feedback from the previously attended webinar. COP and individual discussed further information required. Agreed to send 
commercial fishing information sheet and current fishing intensity map. 

1670 13/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual after prior discussion for individual to peruse prior to further contact. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 4 
• Shark/Gillnet sub-sector map 
• Shark Hook sub-sector map 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2124 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Individual was contacted regarding feedback from the previously attended webinar. Individual has advised that they have not had a chance to review 
information. COP and individual agreed to discuss feedback again in 1 weeks’ time. COP asked individual if additional briefing information is required before 
submission, individual advised that they would think about it.  

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3001 21/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Response received from individual regarding the information that ConocoPhillips requires (functions, interests and activities) about their 
activities and to clarify what is needed in result to meet submission deadline.  

3005 22/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent response to individual requesting further information received on 21 August 2023. Gave extra information and offered a meeting. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3432 5/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual responded to previous email sent 22 August 2023 providing additional information regarding potential impact of proposed 
activity. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried consent 
to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 
their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these assessments 
are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that 
might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on 
their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4227 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims with attachment: 
• Letter with Official Response. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 463 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   A BROWN is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  A Brown is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  A BROWN with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 328, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2025, 3645, 4744).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 328) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 7 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 328) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2025) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2025).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 328). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2025). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 328).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation, raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

328 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2025 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3645 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected 
by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4744 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 464 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   BELL is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Bell is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  BELL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 329, 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2027, 2028, 3646, 4745, 5399).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 329) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 329) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2027) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2027).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 329). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2027). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 329).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 29 June 2023 (over a period of 122 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

329 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2027 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2028 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3646 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4745 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5399 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 465 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J FEAST is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J Feast is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J FEAST with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 330, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3416, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2029, 3076, 3647, 4746).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 330) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 330) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2029) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2029).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 330). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2029). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 330).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    
  



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

330 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2029 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3076 31/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3416 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence and providing an alternative email monitored more 
actively. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3647 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4746 9/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 466 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   V CASSAR is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  V Cassar is a commercial fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  V CASSAR with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 332, 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 5315, 5319) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2032, 2033, 3649, 4748).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 332) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 332) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2032) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2032).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 332). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2032). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 332).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

332 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2032 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2033 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3649 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4748 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 467 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   L H VON STANKE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  L H VON STANKE is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event ID’s 336, 1157, 1637, 2625, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2038, 3653, 4759).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 336) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 336) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2038) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2038).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 336). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157, 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2038). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 336).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 27 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).    



  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

336 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2038 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3653 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4759 28/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 468 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FISHERIES is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided  FISHERIES provided with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.   FISHERIES engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 340; 5315; 5319), registered mail (Event ID(s) 2043; 2702; 5391), telephone 
call (Event ID(s) 2705; 2707) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288) .  communicated directly with 
ConocoPhillips Australia during an outgoing telephone call and: provided their functions, interests and activities; stated they did not believe the proposed activity would affect their day-to-day operations; they 
wanted to continue to receive project update correspondence (Event ID 2705). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update information as it became available via campaign email 
correspondence.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 340). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 13 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 340). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158) 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 340). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided Draft Environment Plan (Event ID: 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  FISHERIES, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on November 9, 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 13 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  FISHERIES to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

340 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2043 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2702 1/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2705 1/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin.  
.  Individual wished to discuss further details of the registered mail.  
 
Action: 
COP committed to project team to return call to discuss. 

2707 1/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
 
Summary of Discussion 
.  Individual wished to discuss the proposed activity and spatial extent of the effects of the EP.  
.  COP advised of effected areas and how it may affect individual.  
.  COP advised that the Jervis Bay area was a part of our risk assessment for a LOWC/MDO event. 
 
.  Individual is not based within an affected area, as such parties agreed that individual would likely not be affected by day-to-day activities.  
.  Individual has requested that they would like to keep receiving information via email.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5391 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  



 



 – ORG ID 469 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  R PRICE is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on preferred method of consultation and communicated via email, community session, telephone calls, SMS, registered mail and campaign email 
correspondence.   attended a Community Information Session (Event ID 1089; 1635) and participated in a targeted consultation with fishers at Portland that had resulted from suggestions at the 
Community Session and a subsequent phone call (Event ID 1354).  R PRICE also communicated with ConocoPhillips Australis to confirm they were receiving shared information and advised that their primary 
concern was the impact of seismic to fisheries (Event ID 3474). ConocoPhillips Australia clarified the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program was not a seismic acquisition, but exploration drilling (Event ID 
3474). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further direct communication from PETER R PRCE. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided  R PRICE with project update 
correspondence via campaign email (Event ID(s) 1158; 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288) 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 383). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 383). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 983). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1089). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1089) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided Draft Environment Plan (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  R PRICE, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 185 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  R PRICE to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

383 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

963 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons 
to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

  

1089 18/04/2023 Community 
Session 

Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Portland: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained - Our methodology and the Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

  

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

  

1348 25/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. No Answer left voice message.   
1349 25/05/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual as a follow-up on last face to face conversation where a potential session with local commercial fishers was suggested.  

• A date and a time were proposed for the above-mentioned meeting. 
  

1354 25/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual as a follow-up on previous face to face conversations, to organize a local commercial fishing session ahead of 
general community session already scheduled. Individual agreed to session and committed to sharing invitation with other commercial fishers based in the 
area. 

  

1635 31/05/2023 Community 
Session 

Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth Governments approach 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after seismic. 
• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 
• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL quota for the 
season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

  

2087 27/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2088 3/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3473 19/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  Individual requested further information regarding the survey for ongoing consultation. Provides contact number.    
3474 20/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to follow-up to their email re consultation. 

• Flagged that individual was registered as a relevant person and confirmed they received information shared 
• Discussed detail of fishing activity carried out by individual 
• Stakeholder was updated on current consultation stages and was asked for feedback. Examples of objections and claims heard from other commercial 
fishers during consultation were shared and overview on commitment to have an adjustment protocol in place for the activity was provided.  
• Stakeholder shared their main concern was the impact of seismic to the fisheries and team clarified that Otway Exploration Drilling Program isn’t a seismic 
acquisition, but it is an exploration drilling. 
 • Provided information on known MSS in the region and committed to share individual’s contact details with a specific MSS.  
• Committed to providing a summary of assessment on the Commonwealth fisheries we had recently completed 

  

3479 20/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with Commonwealth Fisheries Assessment as committed to in phone call.   
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

  

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 

  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary   

documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

  

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



– ORG ID 470 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within the 
Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  PTY LTD engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia and 
provided feedback on the adverse impacts and risks relation to their functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia responded to the objections and claims raised, providing information including how 
they had been addressed within the Environment Plan as part of the Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA). 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia received registered mail from  PTY LTD who confirmed that they were an 
interested relevant person who sought project update information as it becomes available (Event ID 2417).  PTY LTD also advised that they were concerned about water quality and marine sediment in the 
same registered mail communication and in a later email communication (Event ID 5424). ConocoPhillips Australia directly responded to objections and claims raised (Event ID 3369).  PTY LTD received 
project update information via campaign emails related to the proposed drilling program throughout the consultation process (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 
5485; 6288).   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 393) 
 
Public comment period     

 were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 
4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional 
email (Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.     
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from  as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 393). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 393). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Provided the draft EP (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. (Event ID’s 4846; 4879) 



 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. (Event ID 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to SIT with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:   
 Information on water quality impact assessment and discharges (Event ID 3369) 

 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia with initial information about the activity on 27 February 2023, 255 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 101 days). After ConocoPhillips Australia had 
given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 154 days.   
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:    

 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event IDs: 3369), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).    
  

 are Tier One Commercial Fishers (see Appendix C4), for this group ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving sufficient information to be a reasonable period to 
make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation: 

 raised 3 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 
3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

123 Relevant person stated that they are relevant and 
entitled to receive and to continue to receive 
information on the area as it becomes available. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has identified you as a relevant person as we believe you fish in the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery and we 
would like to consult you as we develop the EP as we believe your fishing activity may be affected by our proposed activity.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and 
State fisheries and result in temporary displacement. Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of seabed survey 
and drilling activities. These will be communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the commencement of the 
drilling program which will address economic impact as a result of displacement.  
 
Consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing and reviewing Environment Plans. Relevant persons are defined in 



the regulations as a person or organisation whose functions, interests or activities may be affected by the activities to be carried out 
under the environment plan. ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to provide you with information on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program and should you wish to discuss this information further we encourage you to contact us via: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122 
P: PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

124 3369, 2417 Claim Relevant person suggested that it might make sense 
to have only one hole drilled at a time to reduce the 
chance of unknown conditions. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Any drilling for the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program will be undertaken 
sequentially which means the drilling rig 
with spend up to 90 days in a location 
drilling prior to plugging and abandoning 
the well before moving to the next location. 
Please find attached the project overview 
which outlines the drilling process for your 
information.  

Information 

125 3369, 2417 Claim Relevant person stated that the map provided shows 
sharp drop-off to the west/southwest, which 
suggests that these are marine canyons which likely 
contain recently deposited fine sediment that may be 
mobilised by shocks and become mobilised into 
turbidity currents, transferring sediment from near-
shore to off-shore/the abyssal plane. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

The West Tasmanian Canyons are 
considered a Key Ecological Feature within 
our Environmental Planning area with 
impact and risk assessments undertaken to 
ensure these are mitigated to as low and 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) and an 
acceptable level.  
 
The impact assessment, which is based on 
published literature from comparable 
activities, predicts that the near shore will 
not be impacted by routine operational and 
drilling discharges.  
 
Routine operational discharges are typical of 
marine vessels and are treated to meet 
MARPOL standards. Consequently, impacts 
will be highly localised and temporary, as 
the treated discharges are quickly broken 
down by microbial activity and dispersed by 
wave action and local ocean currents. 
 
Routine drilling discharges will result in 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

localised and temporary changes in water 
quality but will dilute rapidly within the 
marine environment. Impacts are expected 
to be short-term and restricted to smaller 
areas within 2 km of each well.  
 
Drilling has been conducted safely for the 
last 50 years in the offshore environment in 
the Otway Basin and has most been recently 
carried out in 2021-22. ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program is targeting similar geological 
formations and depths to those previously 
drilled in the Otway. Drilling operations have 
a very small footprint, with a maximum 
diameter of 42 inches (1.07m) for each well. 
All wells in the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program will be safely plugged and 
abandoned, as per the Australian regulatory 
requirements, with negligible geological 
impact at the time of drilling (penetration of 
the formations at the point of the well) and 
no short or long term impacts predicted. 

126 3369, 2417 Claim Relevant person stated that the main effect of the 
activity will be on water quality.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

The impact assessment, which is based on 
published literature from comparable 
activities, predicts that the near shore will 
not be impacted by routine operational and 
drilling discharges.  
 
Routine operational discharges are typical of 
marine vessels and are treated to meet 
MARPOL standards. Consequently, impacts 
will be highly localised and temporary, as 
the treated discharges are quickly broken 
down by microbial activity and dispersed by 
wave action and local ocean currents. 
 
Routine drilling discharges will result in 
localised and temporary changes in water 
quality, but will dilute rapidly within the 
marine environment. Impacts are expected 
to be short-term and restricted to smaller 
areas within 2 km of each well.  

Nil 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
393 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2117 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling 
program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence. 

2118 30/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2417 13/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

INCOMING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: from organisation following up on ConoscoPhillips’s registered mail sent on 26/06/2023. The organisation: 
• Confirmed themselves as an interested relevant person who would like to receive information as it becomes available 
• Raised concerns about the environmental impacts that the proposed EP will have, especially on water quality. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3369 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims with attachment: 
• Letter with Official Response. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 



• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5424 10/06/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting team refer to attached PDF  about marine sediment. 
 
Attached: 
- Previously Received PDF document that was last sent as a registered letter to the team 

5419 11/06/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of 10/6/24 following previous communications 13/7/23 and 14/9/23, the latter of which provided a 
response to the individual's objections and claims. 
 
Copies of previous emails/letters were attached for reference. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 471 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  FISHING CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, specifically a Commercial fisher, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  FISHING CO PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop 
Fishery/Southern Squid Jig Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with  FISHING CO PTY LTD resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the 
relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including EP section 6.4.5.3 updated to include 
assessment of impacts to squid and CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol.    

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of communication.  advised they are a relevant person (Event ID 535) and would like to 
be consulted directly as opposed to via an industry association (Event ID 536).  also confirmed that they wanted to receive project updates regarding the proposed drilling program 
with a preference for email communication (Event ID 536).  noted their primary concern was regarding displacement, compensation arrangements (Event ID 535) noise and light 
impacts and underwater sound impacts (Event ID 536). Throughout consultation,  received project update communications via campaign emails but ConocoPhillips Australia did not 
receive any further incoming correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID’s 808; 397). 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 808; 397). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID(s) 808; 397). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. (Event ID’s 4846; 4879) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. (Event ID’s 5319) 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637). 

 
Additional tailored information provided to  with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:   
 Light impacts on squid (Event ID 3371), following Feedback ID 11 



 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 FISHING CO PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia with initial information about the activity on 9 February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public 
comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  FISHING CO PTY LTD between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 91 
days).  
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:    
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event IDs; 3371), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).    
  

 FISHING CO PTY LTD are Tier One Commercial Fishers (see Appendix C4), for this group ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving sufficient information to be a reasonable 
period to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  

 raised 2 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1457 535 Relevant person expressed dissatisfaction with ConocoPhillips 
Australia's consultation process, particularly regarding past seismic 
programs. 

Following receipt of this email (ID 535: 15/02/2023) ConocoPhillips Australia contacted the individual via 
telephone call (ID 536: 2/03/2023) to discuss the assertions made and to identify their consultation 
preferences. 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

11 3371, 536 Claim Relevant person stated that the activity 
will cause the displacement of fishers and 
that light produce by the activity will 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Phototactic behaviour (the attraction to artificial light) has been 
observed both in fish and squids with some species known to 
have a positive phototaxis by moving towards and aggregating in 
the illuminated zone of artificial lights (Ibrahim and Hajisamae 

EP section 6.4.5.3 
updated to include 
assessment of impacts 
to squid. 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection 
or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

attract squid away from fishing locations 
resulting in a loss of catch. 

(1999). Hence fishing with artificial lights (surface light) is one of 
the most advanced and successful methods to increase the catch 
rate of squid and pelagic fish (Nguyen and Winger 2019). Whilst 
research into light levels that may attract squid species is limited, 
Ibrahim and Hajisamae (1999) found optimal levels to attract big 
fin reef squid (Sepioteuthis lessoniana) varied between 1.5 and 25 
Lux and the mitre squid (Loligo chinensis) between 1.5 and 22.5 
Lux. In Nguyen and Winger (2019) Japanese squid (Todarodes 
pacificus) are shown to have a preferred range of approximately 
10 Lux but were also shown to aggregate to levels as low as 
0.0034 Lux. Modelling (that will be presented in the Environment 
Plan) has shown that light emissions from routine operations will 
reach intensity levels of 1.5 Lux (the lowest optimal levels as 
previously described) within 300 m of the light source. Therefore, 
the range to which squid species are likely to be attracted to the 
artificial light will be within the immediate vicinity of the drilling 
rig and support vessels. In addition, drilling activities will be of a 
short duration (90 days per well), and therefore no long-term 
effects on local squid fisheries are expected. 

12 3371, 536 Request Relevant person requested compensation 
on the basis that the activity will result in 
exclusion zones that displace fishing. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program may interfere with the operation of 
Commonwealth and State fisheries and result in temporary 
displacement.  
 
Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement 
of seabed survey and drilling activities. These will be 
communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial 
fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the commencement 
of the drilling program which will address economic impact as a 
result of displacement. " 

CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

808 9/02/2023 Letter OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
Attached:  
- Formal letter.  
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

55 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Individual sent follow up email to check recipient is still interested in the program and that it's still relevant to them. Individual 
offered to set up a time to speak with team member team if they had any questions and also provided a contact number.  

535 22/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  Individual responded to follow up email sent 21 February 2023. 
.  Advised of their interest in and impacts from the program.  
.  Expressed their thoughts on CoP's consultation. 

536 2/03/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual in response to email received on 22/02/2023. The stakeholder, which is a commercial fishing company: 
• Advised that they would prefer to be consulted directly as opposed to through an industry association 
• Flagged concerns re squid moving from traditional areas into the vicinity of the drilling rig 
• Advised that they would require information on noise and light impacts, underwater sound impacts and general commercial fisheries assessment 
• Flagged the need for ConocoPhillips to have a compensation protocol in place for displacement, loss of catch and gear loss for the program 
• Advised they would like to receive information sheets on the above topics with a preference for email communications. 
Team provided overview of historic compensation approach and advised that a compensation protocol was something ConocoPhillips Australia was 
considering for the drilling program. Team also committed to providing direct contact details. 

537 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with follow up email from previous conversation, confirming more EP information sheets to come and will be sent 
directly to the stakeholder. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1312 23/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual. No Answer left voice message. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2168 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

2170 4/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3371 14/09/2023 Letter OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to objections and claims raised by them in previous contacts. 
In the email were attached the following:  
• Formal letter thanking individual for their feedback 
• Sheet providing ConocoPhillips’ responses to the issues raised by the individual 

4432 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims with attachment: 
• Letter with Official Response. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 472 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  LAMASON & ANN LAMASON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.   LAMASON & ANN LAMASON is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided with  LAMASON & ANN LAMASON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time.  LAMASON & ANN 

 engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation.  LAMASON & ANN LAMASON responded to initial contact with a request that they 
be represented by a peak industry representative body (Org ID 6) – (Event IDs 4433, 511, 512). ConocoPhillips Australia continued with full consultation through Org ID 6 but made no further contact with  

 & ANN LAMASON until 6 May 2024 (Event ID 5315) where the latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol were provided.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 400). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  LAMASON & ANN LAMASON (and thereafter to TUNA AUSTRALIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided directly to  LAMASON & ANN LAMASON between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 and 
prior to their request to provide information through TUNA AUSTRALIA was as follows.  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 400). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 400). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 400). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 400).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 400). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 400). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 400). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 400). 
Further information provided included: 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation through their representative, 0 information(s) was received regarding  functions, interests and activities ss shown in the Information Received table 
below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 

was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days, following the request by  
 & ANN LAMASON that consultation be undertaken through their nominated industry representative.  

After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 70 days.  
   
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation conducted through TUNA AUSTRALIA had allowed  to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP 
and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

400 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4433 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual responded to initial email dated 27 February 2023 to redirect communication through a representative body.   
511 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Team responded to individuals request to be represented by another organisation. 
512 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to relevant person confirming all future engagement to be conducted through their nominated third party who were CC’d on the email. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 

industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD – ORG ID 473 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD requested that consultation 
take place with their nominated industry representative and did not provide any assertions, concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD preferred method of consultation (Event ID 421). SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD responded that they preferred to consult through an industry 
representative (Event ID 4434) but did not respond to ConocoPhillips Australia’s query as to whether they wished to receive ongoing information (Event ID 549). As a result, ConocoPhillips continued to send 
project updates (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625) and registered letter(Event IDs 2155, 2399)until SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD referred all communication to their industry representative (Event ID 2631), which request 
was confirmed (Event ID 2632). No further information was sent directly until the latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol were provided (Event ID 5315) 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 421). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided directly to SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD and thereafter to TUNA AUSTRALIA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided directly between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 421). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 421). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 



SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information 
listed above directly to SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 11 May (over a period of 73 days). By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation 
had allowed SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD, through their nominated representative TUNA AUSTRALIA, to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation, 
During consultation, SNIPER FISHING PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

421 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4434 5/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual responded to email dated 27 February 2023 requesting correspondence to be sent to a third-party 
representative. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

549 6/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Individual responded to request for third party representative to be used and enquired as to desires to receive further 
information and updates. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2155 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program 
in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact 
details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2399 10/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2631 30/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual responded to email dated 27 July 2023 requesting correspondence to be sent to a third-party representative. 
* Individual requested to be removed from mail list. 
* Event is also linked to representative organisation. 

2632 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Individual acknowledged request for no further information and advised removal from mail list as requested. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 

commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



SUNZSRAY PTY LTD – ORG ID 474 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SUNZSRAY PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SUNZSRAY PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 SUNZSRAY PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  SUNZSRAY PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 within the 
Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SUNZSRAY PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided SUNZSRAY PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. SUNZSRAY PTY LTD engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SUNZSRAY PTY LTD preferred method of consultation. SUNZSRAY PTY LTD communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, advising they preferred information 
be received through their representative organisation (ORG ID 6) rather than direct consultation (Event ID 4436). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from SUNZSRAY PTY LTD. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 431)  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SUNZSRAY PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The information provided directly between 27 February 2023 and 02 March 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 431) 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 431). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 431).  
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 431). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SUNZSRAY PTY LTD, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SUNZSRAY PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided information as listed above directly to SUNZSRAY PTY LTD between 27 February 2023 and 02 March 2023 (over a period of 5 days).  
However, all project information was provided to TUNA AUSTRALIA (Org ID 6) as requested by SUNZSRAY PTY LTD. 
During consultation, SUNZSRAY PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 
 
 
 



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

431 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4435 27/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL:  Individual responded to email dated 27 February 2023 requesting correspondence to be sent to a third-party representative. Sent to 
relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

480 28/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Team member noted 
recipient is a WTBF concession holder and enquired if desired participation in consultation process. 

4436 2/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual requested to be informed by their industry body. Relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 

531 2/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Received from relevant person requesting all future engagement to be conducted through their nominated third party who were 
CC’d on the email for their reference. Team responded to individuals request for third party representative to be used and enquired as to desires to 
receive further information and updates. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 
 



TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD – ORG ID 475 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD did not respond until 4 
October 2023 when they requested that further consultation be conducted through their nominated industry representative (ORG ID 6). They did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections 
and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD preferred method of communication and communicated via email (Event IDs 450,3895, 5315, 5319, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 
1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and registered letter (Event IDs 2015,2384, 3085, 3246, 3633, 3748, 4709, 5403). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In October 2023, TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD requested that the four companies be removed from the list of relevant organisations and that the COPA team contact Org ID 6 directly on consultations (Event ID 
3900).  ConocoPhillips Australia no longer communicated directly except to provide information about the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol (see Event IDs 5315, 5369, noting copies to sub-entities).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 450). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 450). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 450). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157, 2105, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' (Event ID 3478). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315, 5319, 5369, 5403 (copies to sub-entities). 
 
 



Information Received  
During consultation with TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 
TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before first submission on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient 
information listed above to TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD TUNA AUSTRALIA between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, a period of 73 days. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia 
extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to 
the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA 
and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, TUNA FARMERS PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

450 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2015 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2384 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3085 28/08/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway 
Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant 
person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 29/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3246 5/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 28/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3633 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3748 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be 
affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and 
identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4709 28/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3900 4/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COPA team with copy to the representative body for their multiple entities and NOPSEMA. Requested that the four 
companies be removed from the list of relevant organisations. Individual requested that the COP team contact another industry organisation directly on 
consultation. 

3895 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual clarifying if the four companies wish to be taken off the list of relevant organisations. Sent to relevant 
person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP 
and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5369 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5403 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



 – ORG ID 476 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   B S TUNA HOLDINGS PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  B S TUNA HOLDINGS PTY LIMITED is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery, 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  B S TUNA HOLDINGS PTY LIMITED with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 276, 453, 5315, 5319), campaign emails 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1973, 2308, 3086, 3236, 3594, 3751, 4701, 4064, 
5367).   
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 276) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 276) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 276). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157, 973). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 276).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1973) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). By the time of 
submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table.  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

276 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with notice of 
preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

453 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with notice of 
preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1973 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  

2308 4/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 29/06/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3086 28/08/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

"OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 29/09/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  " 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3236 4/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 28/08/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3594 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3751 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4701 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

4064 3/10/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered mail sent on the 19/09/2023 via Australia Post verified as delivered.  

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5367 8/05/2024 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

 



– ORG ID 477 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 PAVIA was identified as a relevant person (RP) in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d), assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan (EP) Table 3-5, as a Commercial fisher that is 
able to fish in the EMBA. 

 PAVIA was identified via the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) database. 
is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  PAVIA is a Tier 1 commercial fisher with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  PAVIA is a Tier 1 commercial fisher within 
the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg25(4), no sensitive information was indicated by RP. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  PAVIA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project updates 
through emails (Event ID’s 258, 1157, 1637, 2625, 6050, 3181, 5315) and registered letters (Event ID’s 1956, 2298, 3577, 3754, 4047, 4695) 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 258) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  PAVIA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 258) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs, 1157, 1956).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 258). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157, 1956). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 258).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157).  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1956) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).    



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

258 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Initial correspondence with notice of 
preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1956 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2298 5/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 29/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3577 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Sent Registered Mail - Letter confirming our multiple contact attempts regarding our relevant persons list and ceasing communication regarding ongoing 
consultation unless stakeholder notifies otherwise. Included with this letter is a final assessment document regarding how we have assessed the environmental 
impacts and risks to fisheries and the control measures we have identified that will reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably 
practicable. 

3754 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4047 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

4695 25/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 478 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   J PETTIT is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  J PETTIT is a Commercial Fisher within the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  J PETTIT with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event IDs 467, 5315) campaign emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181 and registered letters (Event ID’s 2229, 2404, 3464, 4675).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 467) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 467) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 467). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 467).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May (over a period of 73 days). By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that 
the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information 
gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests and activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

467 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2229 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence. 

2404 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3464 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4675 26/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 479 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  L Litchfield is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  L Litchfield’s commercial fishing license is within the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  L Litchfield resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought engagement and direction regarding consultation preferences from ’s in February 2023, and in follow up correspondence.  advised that they 
had received the correspondence but did not intend to engage due to the belief that the government had already accepted the EP and consultation was futile (Event ID 3821). ConocoPhillips Australia responded 
to ’s objections and claims directly via email (Event IDs 3883, 4225). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided project updates to  via campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). However, ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from 

.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 468). 
 
Public comment period     

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.     
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from , as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of sufficient information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 468). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157,1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 468). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 



 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia with initial information about the activity on 27 February 2023, 255 days before first submission. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of 
sufficient information listed above to between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:    
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event IDs: 4225), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).    
  

 are Tier One Commercial Fishers (see Appendix C4), for this group ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving sufficient information to be a reasonable period to 
make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  

 raised 2 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 
3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Event ID Summary of Information Company Response 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Measure(s) 
adopted 

414 Claim Relevant person claimed that 
ConocoPhillips Australia and 
the government have already 
accepted the EP and are only 
beginning consultation after 
the fact. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites any and all information on 
how we can continue to improve our consultation with individuals, groups and organisations 
potentially affected by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the Environment 
Plan. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes they encourage all potentially relevant persons to consider being 
involved in the relevant persons consultation phase, prior to the submission of the Environment Plan 
to the independent regulator NOPSEMA.  During this phase individuals and organisations have the 

Nil 



Feedback ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Measure(s) 
adopted 

opportunity to provide information (that we may have otherwise been unaware of), that can 
improve our understanding of the existing environment, the assessment of environmental impacts 
and risks and the development of control measures for the activity. We recognise and appreciate the 
value that local knowledge can provide through this consultation process. 
 
By law, a petroleum or greenhouse gas activity cannot commence before NOPSEMA has assessed 
and accepted an environment plan for that activity. NOPSEMA will only accept an environment plan 
once it has determined the plan meets all the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009. 
 
Please note, titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant 
persons for their offshore petroleum activities to proceed; however, they are required to 
demonstrate in their Environment Plan how the concerns, objections or claims raised by relevant 
persons were considered and demonstrate that their response to that information was appropriate. 
Additional information on the purpose and process of consultation for offshore activities can be 
found in this NOPSEMA brochure:  
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation%20on%20offshore%20petr
oleum%20environment%20plans%20brochure.pdf  

415 Request Relevant person requested 
compensation for the impacts 
the activity will have on stock 
species and at the fishing 
grounds of the ETBF. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Offshore oil and gas operations have co-existed sustainably with the commercial fishing industry in 
Australia for over 60 years. Both industries have certain rights to undertake their respective activities 
in Commonwealth waters and often have a spatial overlap. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
consult with commercial fishers and industry associations, assess the potential impacts to both state 
and commonwealth managed fisheries, and ensure impacts are managed to as low as reasonably 
practicable and acceptable levels.   
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006, ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to undertake petroleum activities in a manner that does not interfere with the activities of 
others to a greater extent than is necessary for the reasonable exercise of the rights and 
performance of the duties we are permitted to carry out.  During the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program, exclusion zones will need to be put in place ranging in size from a 500 m radius around 
seabed survey vessels and any towed equipment to a 2 km radius around the drill rig. These will be 
established prior to the commencement of seabed survey and drilling activities and will be 
communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
In regard to the ETBF, no fishing intensity data between 2016 and 2021 overlaps the operational 
areas. However, the VIC/P79 operational area is overlapped by two reporting grids which occurred 
once in the past five years in 2017. Consequently, little or no fishing activity from the Eastern Tuna 
and Billfish Fishery is expected within the operational areas with fishing intensity data shown to 
occur in southern NSW (as shown in draft Environment Plan Figure 6-6).  In any case, it is recognised 
that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and 
State fisheries through temporary displacement. We believe we can sustainably coexist with the 
activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users and are committed to having a 
Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol in place prior to the commencement of the program 
to address economic impact as a result of displacement. We do not believe a full retirement of 
quota is an appropriate response to a short-term, recoverable activity. 
 
The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing associations to ensure that any claims 
of fishers can be assessed and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on 

CM04: 
Commercial 
Marine Operators 
Adjustment 
Protocol 



Feedback ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Measure(s) 
adopted 

feedback from consultation with other commercial marine operators who identified they could be 
potentially impacted by the petroleum activity. We will also be working towards a regional approach 
for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers and will 
share more information on this as development progresses. 
 
Impacts to fish (stock) associated with underwater sound emitted during seabed survey and drilling 
activities are predicted to result in short-term and localised impacts restricted to within tens of 
metres. Behavioural impacts, such as avoidance behaviour of continuous sound sources, are more 
likely to occur (Popper et al. 2014). Most fish species are highly mobile and are expected to have a 
largely transitory presence in the operational areas. These species are expected to move away from 
sound sources without restriction. Given that seabed surveys (1-week per location) and drilling 
activities (30-90 days per location) are short-term and temporary, behavioural disturbance is not 
predicted to affect the migration of pelagic species. 
 
In regard to planned drilling discharges, although impacts are not predicted to fish (stock) due to 
the low toxicity of discharged fluid and rapid dilution and transient nature of fish within operational 
areas, early life stages of fish (embryos, larvae) and plankton would be most susceptible to toxic 
exposure from chemicals in the discharged drilling fluids, as they are less mobile and therefore can 
become exposed to the plume at the release point. Although plankton may be sensitive to aspects 
of marine discharges this is typically for prolonged exposure. Considering the naturally high 
mortality of plankton and the rapid replacement of the species (Richardson et al. 2017) any impacts 
from short term exposure to low toxicity discharges to the marine environment are not expected to 
have effects to plankton that are ecologically significant. 
 
Further details on the assessment of impacts to fish species from underwater sound and planned 
discharges can be found in draft Environment Plan chapters 6.6, 6.7 and 6.8. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

468 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2228 29/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2405 12/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3463 19/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and 
information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and 
activities may be affected by the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the 
proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to 
fisheries and identified control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

3821 26/09/2023 Email INCOMING MAIL: Individual responded to correspondence informing no further involvement will occur on their behalf.  
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3883 3/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Individual responded to feedback advising it would be assessed and responded to. 
4225 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims with attachment: 

• Letter with Official Response. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4674 26/09/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 
and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 480 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   L CHAMBERS is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Zachary L Chambers is a Commonwealth Fishery Licensee operating within the Commonwealth Fishery Industry. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  L  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and provided project 
updates through emails (Event IDs 473, 531),5campaign emails (Event ID’s 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181) and registered letters (Event ID’s 2235, 2407, 3450, 4667). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published. (Event ID 473) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 473) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 473). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 473).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1158) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips 



Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities 
and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests and activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

473 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2235 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   

2407 13/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3450 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4667 29/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 481 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   THOMSON is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Zane Thomson is a commercial fisher within the Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  THOMSON with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event IDs 474, 5315), campaign email (Event IDs 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181), and 
registered letter (Event IDs 2236, 2408, 446, 4666). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 474) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 474) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 474). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 474).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1158, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1158) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days). By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 



considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback 
and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests and activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

474 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2236 29/06/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2408 10/07/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 26/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3446 19/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program with updates and information including:  
• COP team stated they had attempted to contact the individual on multiple occasions the team believed their functions, interests and activities may be affected by 
the proposed activity. 
• Advised the individual that they had been removed from the relevant person list and COP team would cease contact regarding the proposed activity. 
• Advised that they would be notified of on-water activities should the activity proceed. 
• Provided contact details in the event that the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person. 
 
Attached 'Assessment of Commonwealth Fisheries' document which outlined how COP team assessed environmental impacts and risks to fisheries and identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
Invited individual to contact team for further consultation or clarification regarding our assessment and the information provided. 

4666 27/09/2023 Letter - 
Registered Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents 
can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 482 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  (Bear) Alexander is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, in Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  (BEAR) ALEXANDE  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  (BEAR) ALEXANDER engaged but did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of 
consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4452; 52; 5516), community session (Event ID 2643) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 
4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). did not communicate directly with ConocoPhillips Australia and ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from  

. A targeted Information session for Commercial Fishers was held at King Island (Event ID 2643) which addressed relevant topics including objections and claims on the grounds of climate and 
impacts on commercial fishing; and an overview of the drilling program with the conversations recorded and uploaded. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4452). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4452). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4452). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1414, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  (BEAR) ALEXANDER, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 119 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  (BEAR) ALEXA  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4452 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  



• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

52 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up an email sent by COP team on 9 February 2023 about the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Team member wanted to confirm: 
• If individual had received the previous email. 
• If the program is relevant to the individual. 
• If the individual has any further questions. 
Team member suggested to organise a meeting and provided contact details. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2643 13/07/2023 Community Session King Island Commercial Fishers Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July, 3-5pm. 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being  
assess as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback. 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate. 
• Provided overview of the drilling process 
 Provided overview of objections and claims received about commercial fishing 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  



• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals representing 
commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative 
(OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the Otway 
region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 483 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  and David Bowden is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, in Environmental Planning Area assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided with  AND DAVID BOWDE  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  AND DAVID BOWDEN engaged 
but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims other than initial general opposition on the grounds of climate change. 
 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4455; 4456; 481; 5516), 
community sessions (Event ID(s) 2641; 2643) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips 
communicated directly with  and responded only with the expression of their disapproval of using the ocean for financial gain and requested that 
the project stay out of their local waters (Event ID 477).  ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 481) acknowledged the objection made by  to the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program; requested if the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person; and sought to confirm commercial license held by individual’s organisation. No confirmation of a commercial license was 
received. Two Community Information Sessions which were held on King Island (Event ID 2641, 2643) directly addressed these issues in a wide-ranging discussion that provided an overview of the consultation 
process; information on the project; how to access the Consultation Hub; and early understanding of objections and claims including on matters of climate. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4455). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4455). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4455). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 



 

Information Received  
During consultation with  AND DAVID BOWDEN, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 a period of 73 days. Based on feedback from 
relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was 
accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  AND DAVID  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will 
be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4455 9/02/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4456 21/02/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up an email sent by COP team on 9 February 2023 about the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Team member wanted to confirm: 
• If individual had received the previous email. 
• If the program is relevant to the individual. 
• If the individual has any questions. 
Team member suggested to organise a meeting and provided contact details. 

477 27/02/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent by COP team on 21 February 2023. Individual expressed strong disapproval of the COP's 
use of oceans for financial gain and requested to stay out of their local waters. 

481 28/02/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received on 27 February 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Acknowledged their objection to the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Requested if the individual would like to be consulted as a relevant person for EP program development. 
• Explained the information required to determine relevant person status. 
• Wanted to confirm commercial license held by individual’s organisation.  

1157 11/05/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2641 13/07/2023  Community Session Community Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July 11am-1pm. 
• Provided context for relevant persons identification and facilitated access to the Consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being assessed as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback (Document ID: 9127) 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate 
 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the July 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2643 13/07/2023  Community Session King Island Commercial Fishers Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July, 3-5pm. 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being  
assess as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback. 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate. 
• Provided overview of the drilling process 
 Provided overview of objections and claims received about commercial fishing 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2625 27/07/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date  Event Type Summary 

5516 1/08/2024  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals 
representing commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industires Co-
Existence Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the 
Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 484 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Dredge is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility in the Environmental Planning Area assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  DREDGE engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims.  
 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 
(Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4457; 5516), telephone call (Event ID 1577) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3859; 4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia that they would like to 
continue to be updated via email (Event ID 1577). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from  but continued to provide all project updates, invitations, links to the 
Consultation Hub and opportunity for Public Comment. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4457). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4457). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 11157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4457). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157, 4392, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  DREDGE, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 a period of 73 days.  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  DREDGE to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 

.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment 
and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4457 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1577 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of correspondence. Individual confirmed they had received and asked to be kept up to date.  
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals 
representing commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence 
Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the 
Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 485 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Fox is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically a 
Commercial Fisher in the Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Fox with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Fox engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims that resulted in inclusions within the Environment Plan. 

Consultation process 
 attended a community information session (Event ID 1180) however left no contact information for project updates regarding the proposed drilling program. provided ConocoPhillips 

Australia with contact information and details regarding their functions, interests and activities via a Social Pinpoint consultation survey (Event ID 1225). also advised they would like to receive project 
update correspondence (Event ID 1225). ConocoPhillips Australia contacted directly regarding their objections and claims and offered to provide further consultation (Event ID 2605). ConocoPhillips 
continued to provide with project update correspondence via campaign emails (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia 
did not receive any further incoming correspondence from  Fox. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2605).  
 
Public comment period  

was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.  
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from  Fox, as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 02 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1180). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1180). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 



 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 Fox received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 191 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to between 02 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 37 days days). In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information 
responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in July 2023 (Event ID 2605), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of 
Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

61 1225, 
2605 

Claim Relevant person 
provided feedback 
regarding the effect 
seismic testing will have 
on abalone spawning 
impacting production. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct seismic testing as part of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. ConocoPhillips Australia's program involves seabed surveys and 
drilling operations as per the attached information sheet. Impacts associated with seabed surveys 
and drilling activities have been assessed with results summarised in the attached information sheet 
on marine mammals. We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to the 
following consultation hub for more information: https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the 
June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1225 2/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: Individual has completed a consultation survey. 
 • Individual has provided contact information and has described their FIA's and is happy with the information provided to be shared 
publicly.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2605 26/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to feedback on 2 May 2023 via online consultation hub. Team member acknowledged 
individual’s feedback. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached a response to feedback, in which COP team have addressed objections/claims. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation 
definition of a relevant person. 
• Offered to provide further information or consultation. 
• Advised that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP, unless they don’t want that information 
published. 
 
Attached documents: 
• Response to feedback 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Draft Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan: 6.6. Underwater Sound – Non-impulsive 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 486 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically in the 
environment planning area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Fox with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Fox engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims.  
 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event 
ID 103).  In 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated with  via email (Event ID 5315), community sessions (Event ID(s0 1635; 1633; 
1180) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 5247; 5175; 5155; 4879; 4846; 4392; 3859; 3181; 3050; 2625; 1637). was able to join Community Information sessions: two held jointly with Regia 
MSS at Port Fairy (Event ID 1180, 2633); and a further session for Commercial Fishers (Event ID 1635) at Portland. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any direct incoming correspondence from .  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1180). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 2 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 37 days was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1180). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1180). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1180). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 5315). 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities.  



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 191 days before first submission on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above to 
 between 2 May 2023 and 8 June 2023, (over a period of 37 days). By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an 

informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform 
the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1633 30/05/2023 Community Session Port Fairy Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the 
consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1635 31/05/2023 Community Session Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth 
Governments approach to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after 
seismic. 
• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 
• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL 
quota for the season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access 
it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted 
it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant 
to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates 
as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 



Topfish Tasmania – ORG ID 487 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Topfish Tasmania was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Topfish Tasmania was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Topfish Tasmania is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): TOPFISH TASMANIA is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically in 
the Environmental Planning area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided TOPFISH TASMANIA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. TOPFISH TASMANIA engaged but did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on TOPFISH TASMANIA preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips communicated directly with TOPFISH TASMANIA by email, telephone call, registered letter 
(Event IDs 2053, 2054), and campaign email correspondence. TOPFISH TASMANIA expressed interest in being kept informed about the proposed activity due to their role as active fishers and charter vessel 
operators in the area. (Event ID 1959). During the consultation process, a number of emails and phone calls were exchanged between the ConocoPhillips Australia team and TOPFISH TASMANIA (See Event IDs 
1730; 1756; 4183; 4460; 4483). TOPFISH TASMANIA informed ConocoPhillips Australia that they had vessels and trained staff capable of undertaking mammal surveys; assisting with seismic surveys; or fulfilling 
seabed analysis tasks. They provided vessel specifications and staff qualifications and capabilities. ConocoPhillips Australia clarified that there would be no seismic testing and confirmed they would pass on the 
details to the procurement team. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia kept TOPFISH TASMANIA up to date with project updates as they became available (Event ID(s) 1158; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 
3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4459). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to TOPFISH TASMANIA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4459). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 4459). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 4459).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1158, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 



Information Received  
During consultation with TOPFISH TASMANIA, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 
TOPFISH TASMANIA received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
gave the sufficient information listed above to TOPFISH TASMANIA between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023, a period of 91 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed TOPFISH TASMANIA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, TOPFISH TASMANIA raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4459 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1730 10/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent by COP team on 9 February 2023. Individual offered their services for 
upcoming operations.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual has vessels and crew trained for support vessel operations including mammal observation. 
• Individual has previously assisted some organisations with a seismic survey and smaller projects. 
• Individual offered to provide further information on vessel specifications and crew qualifications. 

543 16/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on the same day. Individual thanked and shared appreciation to COP team 
member. 

2491 16/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received on 10 February 2023. COP team member mentioned that the 
information previously shared by individual have been passed onto COP procurement team for potential logistics planning regarding the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

1756 22/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 16 February 2023. Individual provided information about their vessels, 
including capabilities, and shared interest into assisting the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Individual expressed they were open to 
further discussions with COP team. Vessel specification sheet attached. 

4461 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1041 2/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual in response to his follow-up email about provision of support services during a drilling campaign. Thanked 
COP for the follow-up call and provided overview of services. COP reassured individual that they would pass on their information to the 
supply chain team. Also encouraged them to keep contacting us though.    

4460 2/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following up previous correspondence via email (last email on 27 February 2023).  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Required update in regard to Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Reiterated interest in providing assistance for the program. 
• Stated they have experienced crew with relevant qualifications. 
• Stated they can relocate their vessel to support any activities if needed. 
• Offered COP to contact them for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, 
and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2053 27/06/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin:  
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition 
of a relevant person. 
• Affirmed that the individual had been contacted previously as their functions, interests and activities may be affected by the proposed 
drilling program. 
 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets:  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond to COP team by 21/07/23 and provided 
contact details.  
 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.   

2054 3/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 27/06/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
1959 4/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team and CC'd to another relevant party also to thank COP in response to registered letter sent 

on 27 June 2023.  
 
Summary of Information Received: 
• Thanked for the information received on proposed activity in Otway Basin. 
• Expressed interest in being kept informed about the proposed activity due to their role as active fishers and charter vessel operators in 
the area. 

1971 4/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both, thanking them for 
reaching out and their interest on the OEDP on 04/07/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Confirmed that COP team will continue to provide update and information to individual, as requested. 
• Encouraged individual to provide feedback or request a meeting. 
• Provided clarification on Otway Exploration Drilling Program: no seismic acquisition will be included, seabed surveys will be included and 
difference between seabed surveys and seismic surveys. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4883 3/12/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to campaign email sent on 1 December 2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Queried about seabed analysis process for Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
• Mentioned that their organisation has the appropriate equipment and experience for realising sampling for seabed analysis. 
• Invite COP team to call them if sampling is needed. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum 
and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is 
relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway 
Commercial Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment 
Protocol. Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 488 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Johnston is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically in the 
Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Johnston with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Johnston engaged but did not provide any assertions, or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims. 
 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 4463; 58; 952), community session (Event ID 1633), and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia communicated directly with  and ConocoPhillips did 
not receive any further communication through any methods, although  was able to attend the Port Fairy Community Information Session in May ( jointly presented with Regia MSS) which had a 
wide-ranging agenda for which outputs were documented and made available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that certain information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4463). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4463). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off because of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4463). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 952, 1633, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above 

to  between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days).  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  Johnston to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
4463 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
58 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a previous email sent on 9 February 2023 regarding Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 
Summary of information provided: 
• Confirming individual has received email and if its relevant to individual. 
• Organising a time for individual to ask any questions to COP team.  
• Contact number provided. 

952 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1633 30/05/2023 Community Session Port Fairy Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 
 



 – ORG ID 490 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 

 

  

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  MacTaggart resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including additional information provided in Environment Plan Section 
1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan); CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan; CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol.   

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation. advised ConocoPhillips Australia that he wanted to be engaged directly and not through an 
industry association (Event ID 507). ’s primary concern was regarding loss/destruction to fishing gear and a compensation approach (Event IDs: 507, 2834). ConocoPhillips Australia and  

held further engagement via a virtual meeting to further discuss the proposed offshore drilling program whereby  raised further concerns regarding the activity (Event ID 2853). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not received any further incoming correspondence from .  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4465). Information from the relevant person 
was requested to be treated as sensitive (Event IDs 2853) and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information Report (SIR). 
 
Public comment period  

was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.  
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from , as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4465). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4465). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
Further information provided included: 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  MacTaggart  is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically
Commercial Fisher (SRL) in Environmental Planning area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.
Information privacy status:  In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive..



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 09 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 154 days). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 3353), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 5 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities; and 2 requests. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of each response made by a relevant person Company Response 

1358 2853 Relevant person shared that they are an SRL fisher in the Western Zone, targeting 
stock from specific locations including Marengo near Apollo Bay, Big Reef, and 
throughout the T/49P permit area. 

Information provided was used by ConocoPhillips Australia to help determine and 
further clarify relevant persons function, interests and activities as a commercial 
fisher. 

1359 2853 Relevant person mentioned that they usually target lighter brindled/strawberry SRL's. EP Table 4-31 was updated to include this information, although impacts are not 
expected to differ as a result of colour variation. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of each response made 
by a relevant person 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

5 507, 3353 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding the impacts exploration 
drilling has on the commercial fishing 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
may interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries and result 
in temporary displacement.  

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment 
Protocol. 



industry and its long-term 
sustainability and recruitment. 

 
Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of seabed 
survey and drilling activities. These will be communicated via notices to mariners.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial fishing adjustment 
protocol in place prior to the commencement of the drilling program which will 
address economic impact as a result of displacement.  

231 2834, 3353 Claim Relevant person requested that 
ConocoPhillips Australia consider 
buying out the SRL quota for the 
season to avoid impacts to fishers. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other marine users to a 
greater extent than is necessary and is committed to having an evidence based 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the commencement of 
the drilling program which will address economic impact as a result of 
displacement. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not believe a full retirement of quota is an 
appropriate response to a short-term, recoverable activity. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

1073 2853 Claim Relevant person reported a decrease 
in stock in near-shore reefs where red 
SRL's are fished. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

EP Table 4-31 updated to include this information, although impacts to near-
shore reefs are not anticipated as a result of planned activities in offshore 
commonwealth waters. 

N/A 

1074 2853 Claim Relevant person shared their 
historical experience of co-existing 
with the oil and gas industry, 
highlighting ongoing issues such as 
damage to equipment and the need 
to apply for compensation. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding the impacts associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to fishers and have reviewed existing 
control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically disadvantaged as a 
result of the proposed activity. 
As described in Environment Plan (EP) Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program has the potential to interfere with commercial fishing activities 
by the exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through 
inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and as a result of loss of catch. An 
assessment of impacts on sail time is included which identified it would take 
approximately 10 minutes to detour around a drilling area, which is unlikely to 
result in a significantly longer sail time or increase in fuel use. Further, commercial 
fishers will be notified via Notice to Mariners and through pre-start notifications 
from ConocoPhillips Australia of where and when activities will be undertaken, 
allowing vessels to plan their transit to avoid increased travel time and distance. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere with other marine users to a 
greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has committed to the development of a Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur in consultation with 
peak fishing associations and individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers 
can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol) for the exploration program. This includes a commitment 
to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an 
application process for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative 
impacts to commercial fishers. 

CM04: Commercial Marine 
Operators Adjustment 
Protocol 

1075 2853 Claim The discussion focused on 
ConocoPhillips Australia's lack of 
defined drilling targets prior to the 
submission of their Environmental 
Plan. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges objections and claims regarding drilling 
locations and areas of assessment and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for 
selecting final drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data 

Additional information 
provided in EP Section 1.4 
(Scope of this Environment 
Plan) 



processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and an 
analysis of the efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the 
least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been designed to 
represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can occur. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough description of the environment 
within the operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in 
EP Chapter 4.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and 
risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur 
anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles 
VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all 
potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may 
result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and applies 
appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities 
allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible 
spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims 
to reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing 
multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling locations, 
without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full 
extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the 
activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips Australia are proposing to drill a 
maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for 
which approval is being sought under this EP. It also provides details of activity 
limitations that limit the number of seabed surveys, wells, VSP tests and DSTs 
with flaring that can occur within an area. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these objections and claims and is 
satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for 
the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes have been made to 
the EP in response. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4465 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1582 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual no answer. COP team left a message to call back or email. 
507 28/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual regarding initial information provided. Discussion around potential impacts and concerns. 

Individual noted. 
•  that they have had issues with other titleholders regarding with transport/ supply/ support vessels through areas / cutting their lines and destroying gear.  
Raised the following concerns:  
• Shared main concern that individual wants to continue fishing without their gear being destroyed.  
• Wanted to be engaged directly and not through SIV/TSIC 
• Wanted to be fairly compensated for loss/ destruction to gear, displacement/loss of catch.  
 • Wanted transport/supply/ support vessels to actually fulfill with identified sail routes (shared they agreed routes agreed with a different titleholder and that 
they are routinely ignored by vessels resulting in loss of gear and loss of catch and doesn't want this continuing). 
• Mentioned that others were also concerned about the long-term sustainability of the fishery, the recruitment and the impact of the activities. Individual stated 
that they would leave the science to the scientists and that his priority was fishing and continuing to do so.  
• Individual said that they are open to have an in-person meeting. 
COP team presented an overview of proposed activity, EP development approach and indicative timeframes. 
COP committed to ongoing consultation and arranged a time to meet up with the individual to discuss fishing grounds. 

958 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 



 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values 
and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 



.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions would 
include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2834 10/08/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: To discuss activity, consultation and potential effects on their functions, interests and activities. Individual raised concerns about 
compensation and wanting an agreement in place prior to activity commencement. 

2853 11/08/2023 Meeting - 
Virtual 

VIRTUAL MEETING with individual discussing commercial fishing in T/49P. 
 
Summary of Information Provided 
• Individual provided overview of historic experience attempting to co-exist with the oil and gas industry, including ongoing issue of having pots cut and needing 
to apply for compensation. 
• Individual shares they are a SRL fisher in the western zone, near- shore reefs where SRL’s are fished were showing reduced stock. 
• Team provided overview on possible displacement, operational areas and duration.  
• COP provided information on commitment to have a Commercial Fishing Adjustment Protocol in place prior to operations commencing and provided 



information on what was covered in the adjustment protocol for the Sequoia 3D MSS in T/49P in 2021. 
 
Key Discussion Points 
• Team not having defined drilling targets prior to EP submission.  
• Discussion on seismic exploration activities occurring in the region. 
• Communication on moving forward and ongoing consultation. 
• EP preparation, including the requirement to provide sensitive information obtained through consultation to the independent regulator (NOPSEMA) but not 
needing to publish it in the EP. 
 
Key Actions 
• Commitment from Team to provide contact details to other known proposed seismic in the region – Regia MSS, TGS, Beach Energy. 
• Team asked if there were other fishers that should be consulted. 
• Team flagged individuals records of consultation not to be published in the EP and not publish them. Records of consultation with individual to be provided in 
the sensitive information report to NOPSEMA. 
• Team to provide individual with Lat/Long coordinates and map. 

3015 22/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a meeting happened the week prior.  
 
Attached: 
• Draft meeting notes for review and contribution. 
• Recent project update with revised lats/longs. 
• Links to information about proposed seismic acquisition. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3353 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team have addressed objections/ claims.  
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals representing 
commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative 
(OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the Otway 
region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



- Link to consultation hub  
 



 – ORG ID 491 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Mass is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically in 
Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Mass with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.   Mass engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’ preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia communicated with  Mass via telephone (Event ID(s) 2359; 3166) and was able to verify 
email address (Event ID 2539).  MASS was able to attend an information session for commercial fishers which had a wide-ranging agenda including items such as communications with fishers; species and 
lifestyle stages; underwater sound and compensation (Event ID 1635). Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update correspondence via campaign email (Event ID(s) 1637; 
1650; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4467). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, base level information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4467). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 4467). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3165). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3165).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1650). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1650). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 4468). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 4467). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3181). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4846) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3165). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  MASS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the 

base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 27 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 185 days. 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4467 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin. Individual has multiple entities of interest and has therefore been contacted via both. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4468 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Individual has multiple entities of 
interest and has therefore been contacted via both. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more 
about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed 
activities. 

1635 31/05/2023 Community Session Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth 
Governments approach to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after 
seismic. 
• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 
• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL 
quota for the season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2539 24/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual no answer. COP left a message regarding the email that bounced back which was sent to the individual 
containing information about OEDP and asked if the contact details are correct and to call back on number provided to confirm information.   

3165 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about ongoing development of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. Individual has multiple entities of 
interest and has therefore been contacted via both. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation on project consultation hub. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Contact details and request for feedback by 30 September 2023. 
 
Document attached: 
• Information sheet 11 (Project Update August 2023) 

3166 29/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to verify email address. COP called and was able to verify email address under 'Project Update'   
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 492 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  MCCARTHY is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically in 
Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  MCCARTHY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  McCarthy engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via community session (Event ID 1635), telephone call (Event ID(s) 2541; 3161), email 
(Event ID(s) 3124; 5315; 5319) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID 1650).  ConocoPhillips Australia attempted to contact  MCCARTHY by phone to confirm contact details but there was no 
answer (Event IDs 2541; 3161).  attended a community session that targeted the information needs of fishers (Event ID 1635) which had a wide-ranging agenda including species; lifestyle 
stages; underwater sound; scientific papers underpinning the Environment Plan; communications and compensation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any direct communication from  MCCARTHY.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1635). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 31 May 2023 and 29 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1635). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1635, 1650). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1635). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1635, 1650).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1635). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1650). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1635). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1650). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1650). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1650) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 

 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 
 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 164 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 31 May 2023 and 29 August 2023 (over a period of 92 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. IIn accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1635 31/05/2023 Community Session Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth Governments 
approach to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after 
seismic. 
• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 
• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL 
quota for the season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2541 24/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual no answer. COP left message regarding OEDP.  
COP called to check individuals email address on record was correct as the information sent via email bounced back. Individual was provided a 
contact number to call back and confirm the information.   

3124 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about ongoing development of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
 
Information was provided about: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation on project consultation hub. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Contact details and request for feedback by 30 September 2023. 

3161 29/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual no answer. COP called individual regarding their email address as project update bounced back, left message for 
individual to call back to verify email. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about 
COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway 
region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



 – ORG ID 493 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  MCHUGH is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically in the 
Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided  MCHUGH with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time. John Mc Hugh engaged but did not provide and assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via community session (Event ID 1635), campaign email (Event ID 2625; 3050; 3181) and email 
(Event ID 5315).  MCHUGH attended a Community Information Session targeted at commercial fishers which had a wide-ranging agenda including items such as the consultation process; ongoing 
communication; compensation; species and life cycle stages; scientific papers related to the Environment Plan. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any direct communication from  MCHUGH.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1635). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 31 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1635). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1635). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1635). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1635).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3181). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1635). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1635). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1635) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  MCHUGH, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 162 days before first submission on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed 
above to  between 31 MAY 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 92 days. By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed 

 to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been 
assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1635 31/05/2023 Community Session Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth 
Governments approach to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after 
seismic. 
• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL 
quota for the season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
Both documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



– ORG ID 494 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  OLVER is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  OLVER is a Commercial Fisher with historic fishing in the Tasmanian SRL  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s provided  OLVE  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  OLVER did not engage and did not provide and assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event 
ID 103). In 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 130). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level information provided between 11 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  OLVER, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in November 2022, but formal consultation was initiated on 11 May 2023, 182days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 11 May 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 28 days. By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia 
considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and 
information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

 



Warrnambool Tours – ORG ID 495 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Warrnambool Tours was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Warrnambool Tours was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Warrnambool Tours is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Warrnambool Tours is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity. Warrnambool Tours conduct land-based tours along the coastline including land-based Whale Watching tours. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Warrnambool Tours provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with 
Warrnambool Tours resulted in meaningful outcomes with information about whale watching during the northern migration of the southern right whale season being described in EP Section 4.7.5.2, and the 
potential impacts to land-based tourism evaluated in EP Section 6.2; 6.6 and 6.7.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Warrnambool Tours’ preferred methods of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 667; 927; 5281), telephone call (Event ID(s) 997; 5254; 5256; 5257), 
community session (Event IDs 1087), an in-person meeting (Event ID 1100) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5247; 5485; 
6288). Warrnambool tours accepted an offer to meet via outgoing telephone call (Event ID 997) which occurred on 18 April 2023 (Event 1087). Warrnambool Tours completed an online survey in March (Event 
5186) and ConocoPhillips Australia provided project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 667). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Warrnambool Tours to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 20 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 667; 1087). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 997; 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 927; 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



Warrnambool Tours received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Warrnambool Tours between 20 March 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 52 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Warrnambool Tours to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Warrnambool Tours raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  Company Response 

1012 1100 Relevant person requested information due to concerns 
about the potential impact of marine mammal 

management on land-based whale watching tours and the 
protection of the SRW species. No meeting notes were 

attached. 

Information about whale watching during the northern migration of the southern right whale season 
has been described in EP Section 4.7.5.2, and potential impacts to land-based tourism have been 

evaluated in EP Section 6.2. Land-based whale watching is not expected to be impacted on the basis of 
the significant distances from the coast (20 km to Port Fairy at the closest point) and the low levels of 

received sound within the southern right whale reproduction BIA as described in EP Section 6.6 and 6.7. 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Measure(s) adopted 

1012 Claim Relevant person requested 
information due to concerns about 
the potential impact of marine 
mammal management on land-based 
whale watching tours and the 
protection of the SRW species. No 
meeting notes were attached. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Information about whale watching during the northern migration of 
the southern right whale season has been described in EP Section 
4.7.5.2, and potential impacts to land-based tourism have been 
evaluated in EP Section 6.2. Land-based whale watching is not 
expected to be impacted on the basis of the significant distances from 
the coast (20 km to Port Fairy at the closest point) and the low levels of 
received sound within the southern right whale reproduction BIA as 
described in EP Section 6.6 and 6.7. 

N/A 



 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

667 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

927 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and 
relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed 
activities. 

997 17/04/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to discuss ongoing consultation.  
Individual mentions they heard about the project and is eager to hear more about the project. COP gave a concise overview of the project and 
offered a face-to-face meeting.  
Individual agreed to meet the following morning.  

1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
• Our methodology 
• Preliminary assessment 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1100 18/04/2023 Meeting - In-person MEETING IN PERSON: With individual following community information session 17/4/23.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Purpose was to discuss individual’s functions, interests and activities and how to best consult during the EP development process. 
• Individual: 
• Shared concerns around marine mammal management for both business and protection reasons.  
• Enquired as to potential opportunities for local content and/or supplier options during the activity. 
• COP flagged that it was too early in the process to seek local, smaller-scale services. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Continue to send information as per the outlined consultation approach. 
• Provide information about Marine Mammals and how COP proposes to ensure their protection once the information was available. 
• Provide information on support services sought when timely. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5186 14/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 
Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: From individual filled out consultation hub survey. Individual stated on how they would prefer to receive information and also 
provide contact details.  

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
• Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
• Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
• Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
• Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5254 5/04/2024 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual on 05/04/2024 
COP team missed call.  
Individual left a message requesting call back. 

5255 10/04/2024 SMS INCOMING SMS: From individual requesting a call to discuss project status sent on 10/04/2024. 
5256 11/04/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual on 11/04/2024 no answer. COP team left message. 
5257 11/04/2024 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: To individual regarding current project status and possible supply chain opportunities. COP provided an EP update (under 

assessment), current earliest dates and provided information that if they would send through an overview of offering COP could provide it to their 
supply chain team for consideration/ tenders etc. 

5281 12/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following a discussion the previous day. Provided an attachment as discussed and expressed hope for future 
collaboration with Conoco Phillips. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached:  
• Crew Transfers 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Fishcare Victoria – ORG ID 496 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 FISHCARE VICTORIA was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 FISHCARE VICTORIA was identified via Desktop Research. 
 FISHCARE VICTORIA is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): FISHCARE VICTORIA is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. FISHCARE VICTORIA is a community operated not-for-profit that promotes responsible fishing practices and increased stewardship of 
Victoria’s aquatic environments and is funded by the Victorian Government. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

  

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

  
     

  
   
    
   
   
    
  
   

 
  
  
  
    

 
 

 
 
 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  FISHCARE VICTORIA  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact  were made with no response 
received.

Consultation process
ConocoPhillips  Australia sought direction on  FISHCARE  VICTORIA  preferred method of consultation  and communicated via email (Event ID 607) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s)  1205; 1414;  1637;
2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project update correspondence as it 
became available.

In relation to the consultation process,  ConocoPhillips Australia received  0  assertions  and concerns, as shown in the  Assertions and  Concerns table below.
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID  1205).

Sufficient Information  (Methodology EP Section 3.5)
During the consultation process, information was provided to  FISHCARE  VICTORIA  to allow an informed assessment  of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The  base level  information provided  between 13 March 2023 and  8 June  2023  was:
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID  607).
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations)  Event ID 1414).
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  (Event ID 1414).
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged  (Event ID 1637).
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  (Event ID  607).
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars  (Event ID’s  1637).
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  (Event ID 1637).
  Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub  (Event ID 1414).
Further information provided included:
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment  plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA).
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181)
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process,  indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and  related timing,  and the environmental assessment process.

Information Received
During consultation with FISHCARE AUSTRALIA, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below.



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
FISHCARE VICTORIA received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission on 9 November. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed 
above to FISHCARE VICTORIA between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 85 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed FISHCARE VICTORIA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, FISHCARE VICTORIA raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

607 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation hub 
which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD – ORG ID 498 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD was identified via Desktop Research. 
 KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD harvests storm cast kelp on NW Tas shoreline. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD engaged but did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 590), telephone call (Event ID 3082) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3082; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia during an outgoing 
telephone call (Event ID 3082) that emails were being received and that they might seek a face-to-face interview after seeing the Environment Plan. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming 
correspondence from KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD but continued to provide project updates as they became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 590). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 590). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission on 9 November. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information 
listed above to KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD between 13 March 2023 and 8 June (over a period of 85 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, KELP INDUSTRIES PTY LTD raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
  
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
  
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

  
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

590 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 • Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
 • Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
 • Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
 • Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
 • Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
 • Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
 •  Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
  
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
  
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
  
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
 • Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
 • Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
 • The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 • It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
  
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
  
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
 The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
 • Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 • Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
 • Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
  
 Attached the following information sheet: 
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
  
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
 • Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
 • Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
 • Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
 •  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
  
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3082 28/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING PHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin. COP contacted to confirm receipt of correspondence, individual advised that they are receiving correspondence, however, 
would be interested in a face-to-face consultation after the draft EP has been submitted. If unavailable to consult face-to-face on King 
Island, individual has advised that it is not necessary, individual is still interested in receiving updates as they become available. COP 
offered online consultations as well as any further information the individual may require. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
  
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
  
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
  
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
  
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
  
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
 • Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
 • Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
   
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
    . Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
    . Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
The attached information sheet: 
 • Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
 • Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
 • Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
 • Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
 • Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
 • Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
  
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
  
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
  
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
  
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
  
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
  
Summary of Information Provided. 
  
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
 • Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
  
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
  
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 
  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
 
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information.  

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS – ORG ID 499 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS was identified via Desktop Research. 
 APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS is is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 665; 926) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 1728; 1741; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication 
methods. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 926). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 665). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1205). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 665). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1205). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level of sufficient information listed above to APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 78 days.  

 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, APOLLO BAY FISHING AND ADVENTURE TOURS raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

665 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

926 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 



Beach Energy – ORG ID 501 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Beach Energy was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Beach Energy was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Beach Energy is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Beach Energy is an Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Beach Energy provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Beach Energy engaged through emails and 
information sharing and participation at a webinar (Event ID 1329) but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Colac Otway Shire Council for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Beach Energy’s preferred method of consultation and communicated by emails, telephone calls, webinar, campaign email 
correspondence. Beach Energy opted to engage directly through emails (Event IDs 70; 107; 1251; 3905; 3904; 3171; 3172); Social Pinpoint (Event ID 1217); and webinar (Event ID 1329). Throughout consultation, 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Beach Energy with project update correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1205; 1221l 1414; 1637; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 
5210; 5247; 5485; 6288).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 778).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Beach Energy to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 8 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 778). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations)- (Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 778). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Beach Energy received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 275 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to Beach Energy between 8 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 120 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Beach Energy to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Beach Energy raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation 
to be undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to 
Australia's energy security. 
.   Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding 
exploration permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

778 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1515 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual to discuss consultation on 31/07/2024. 
• COP team member was unable to reach the appropriate individual to discuss consultation. 
• COP team member left a message with receptionist and left contact information for the appropriate individual to contact 
COP regarding consultation.  

70 22/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 8 February 2023. Individual advised that they will be the 
main contact for their organisation going forward. 

107 23/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual requesting to be added to the mailing list. 
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.   Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.   Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1251 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence, notifying that 
individual is away for work for a period of time. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 
and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further 
information was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1217 17/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Webinar Registration INCOMING SURVEY: individual completed Webinar Registration Survey via Social Pinpoint on 17/05/2023. 
• Individual registered their contact details. 
• Individual opted to receive updates via email and register for future webinars.  

1221 18/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
.   Invited people to attend a webinar on May 23, 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent 
to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the 
consultation hub and provided the link. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on 
locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1329 23/05/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  
 
• Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Regulatory Framework. 
• The drilling process. 
• The preliminary environmental risk and impact assessment. 
Participant led questions and answers 

3958 29/05/2023 Received Campaign Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation providing a Program Summary Information Sheet for May 2023. Providing their details 
regarding Environment Protection Regulations, Project Overview, Consultation and Feedback etc. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 
permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.  Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.  Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.  Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.  Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.  Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.  Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.  Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar 
implied consent to be recorded. 
.  Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available 
through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

3904 14/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation announcing a community drop-in session on 24 July 2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• The presence of representatives from organisations. 
• The location and time of the session. 

3905 14/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Planning and consultation has commenced involving different phases i.e. seabed assessments, removing suspended wells, 
connection of new wells. 
• Requires prior accepted EP’s by NOPSEMA. 
• Consultation and feedback with Relevant Persons. 
• Project information sheets link provided. 
• Community drop-in sessions advised. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar 
implied consent to be recorded. 
.  Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the 
consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3171 23/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation providing an updated Seabed Assessment information sheet for the Offshore Gas 
Victoria (OGV) Project.  
 
Information provided included: 
• Organisation is preparing to submit an Environment Plan to NOPSEMA. 
• A community drop-in session for the OGV Project is scheduled for August 30, 2023 in related area. 
• Project information is available on their website. 
• Contact details for further information or consultation. 

3172 23/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• They are finalising the Environmental Management Plan for the Calico Project. 
• The project is scheduled for February 2025, subject to regulatory approvals. 
• Feedback can be provided until 8 September 2023. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.  Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·  ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 
.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3330 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3335 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.  Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.  Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and 
that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.  Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.  Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk 
assessments for the environmental plan. 
.  Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

basis of the EP that to be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.  Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed 
assessment of the potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.  A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3472 19/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation providing an update on their activities and consultation plans. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• In February 2023, they began work to connect four new wells. Two were successfully commissioned, but the connection of 
the remaining two was delayed due to a flowline failure during hydro pressure testing. The connection of these two wells is 
now expected in the second half of 2024. 
• They are beginning consultation on an additional Environment Plan required for the connection of the remaining two wells. 
• They have prepared an information sheet detailing this activity and provided a link to their website for previous information 
on the broader Otway Offshore Project. 
• They emphasized the importance of consultation with relevant persons in the development of Environment Plans, which are 
submitted to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• They will respond to all questions and concerns and consider appropriate measures that may arise from consultations. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless advised otherwise. 
• They encouraged contact from anyone who may be affected by the proposed activities.  
 
They attached an information sheet and provided contact details for further information or consultation. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.  Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.  Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.  Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.  Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk 
assessments for the environmental plan. 
.  Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the 
basis of the EP that would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.  Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and 
feedback to ensure these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's 
unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.  Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed 
assessment of the potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.  A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.  Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.  Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.  Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.  Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.  Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.  Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.  Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.  Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.  Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves 
to public comment and the EP assessment commences.  
.  Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.  Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.  Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.  Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
- Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.  Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.  Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.  Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.  Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5162 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual reaching out requesting to be registered for a webinar.  
5163 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual confirming: 

• They are registered for the upcoming webinar. 
• They will receive an invitation and the connection details closer to the date of the webinar. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.   Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to 
reflect the feedback. 
.   Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A 
function. 
.   Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
.   Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to 
reflect the feedback. 
.   Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and 
A function. 
.   Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
.   Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
• Overview of public comment and what was heard 
• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 
Next steps 
Participant led questions and answers 
 
The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5313 21/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with attached invitation to a collaborative effort to manage any unavoidable interference 
between commercial marine activities and petroleum activities in the Otway. Team offered to arrange a meeting if individual 
wanted to discuss anything further. 
 
Also documents attached for addition context: 
• A draft communication plan. 
• Draft letters to fishing associations. 
• Draft letters to commercial fishers. 
• Draft Otway adjustment protocol.  
Provides contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5314 3/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to recap and to keep organisation informed.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual values the opportunity for the organisation to participate in a basin wide approach. 
• Understands that our approach is focused on the ‘non-operators’ positioning that assures fishing associations. 
• States that organisation have stuck with existing procedures that have proved to work well in the past.  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) – ORG ID 502 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under 

the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) is Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA)) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of 
time (Methodology EP Section 3.6). AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) is the peak body representing Southern Bluefin Tuna ranching companies in Australia. The Association has 8 member companies, 
which is 100% of the local industry.   
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with ASBTIA for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 
103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ASBTIA’s preferred method of consultation. In response to this contact, ASBTIA responded (Event ID 106) with a request for ConocoPhillips Australia to enter into 
a service agreement to support ongoing consultation activities. Later that day, a follow email (Event ID 1255) requested that the organisation continue to receive information as another related organisation also 
fished in the area under environmental planning and this request was fulfilled. In early 2024, ASBTIA was invited to provide input on the Otway Commercial Fishing Industry Adjustment Protocol on behalf of its 
members (Event ID 5294). This was agreed (Event ID 5309). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 103). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 103). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 4262). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 4262).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 103). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 4262). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 



Information Received  
During consultation with ASBTIA, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
AUSTRALIAN SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (ASBTIA) was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in November 2022 349 days before first submission on 9 November 
2023. The first formal consultation event was in February 2023, 274 days before submission. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to ASBTIA between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 204 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, ASBTIA had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed ASBTIA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, ASBTIA raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

106 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person requesting all future engagement to be conducted through their nominated third party whom were CC’d on the email 
for their reference. From individual, on behalf of their organisation, regarding Otway Exploration Activities. 
 
Summary of Information Received: 
• Organisation is prepared to review proposals, consult with concession holders, and provide responses to proposals. 
• Organisation is now offering a service agreement to assist with environment plan proposals. 
• Requested that the agreement be executed to continue working together. 
 
Attached: 
• Service agreement. 

1255 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on same day. Individual requested to be kept in the consultation loop related to permits and exploration 
activities in Otway basin as individual's organisation undertakes fishing activities over the same area. 

4262 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4869 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1498 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. COP contacted 
individual regarding provided information via email, unable to contact individual, provided voicemail message with contact information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1587 23/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. COP contacted 
individual regarding provided information via email, unable to contact individual, provided voicemail message with contact information.  

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1256 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual seeking confirmation about the correct email address to use for Otway updates. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5294 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with regards to adjustment protocol.  
 
Attached: 
• Letter requesting for Input on the Otway Commercial Fishing Industry Adjustment Protocol. 
• Draft letter to commercial fishing license holders that COP aimed to distribute by the end of April.  

5307 18/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 16 April 2023. Individual requested if COP could provide the current protocol. 
5308 18/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding previous email. Confirmed the adjustment protocol based on NERA adjustment protocol and provided an attachment. Team 

notified that they are updating It to make it relevant. Aiming to provide the Otway adjustment protocol to interest all parties on or surrounding 30 April 2024 with the goal 
of a 60-day open comment period.   

5309 19/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email.  
Individual stated that organisation would review the protocol once received and hoped to have the opportunity to discussion it during the open period. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



 



BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION – ORG ID 503 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION was identified via Desktop Research. 
 BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Bass Strait Scallop Industry Association Inc. represents the interests of 
Commonwealth managed scallop fishers, quota holders and processors. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. BASS STRAIT SCALLOP 
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
THE BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. represents the interests of Commonwealth managed scallop fishers, quota holders and processors. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on BASS 
STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION’S preferred method of consultation. They suggested that because of the frequency of consultation requests, small organisations are not resourced to be involved, and 
that all future engagement be conducted through nominated third parties under service agreements (Event IDs 1722, 66, 1493). ConocoPhillips Australia asked the organisation to confirm whether the wished to 
withdraw or continue to be informed (Event ID 1493). As that was not confirmed, COPA continued to provide project updates (Event ID(s) 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 
6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4261). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4261). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 204 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, BASS STRAIT SCALLOP INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
4261 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  



Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1722 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 8 February 2023.  
 
Individual, on behalf of their organisation: 
• Notified they are not resourced to provide feedback on the EP. 
• Suggested directing enquiries to associations that represent directly affected fisheries/fishers. 
• Mentioned that the volume of requests for consultation on EP from oil and gas and windfarm proposals are beyond the capacity of most associations and 
suggested being prepared to engage those associations on a fee for service basis. 

66 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 8 February 2023.  
 
Individual, on behalf of their organisation: 
• Notified they are not resourced to provide feedback on the EP. 
• Suggested directing enquiries to associations that represent directly affected fisheries/fishers. 
• Mentioned that the volume of requests for consultation on EP from oil and gas and windfarm proposals are beyond the capacity of most associations and 
suggested being prepared to engage those associations on a fee for service basis. 

1493 5/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. COP 
contacted individual regarding consultation approach. Individual has advised that they believe that they should not participate in this matter, individual will be 
providing a follow up email in response to this matter. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3980 25/09/2023 Letter - Registered 
Mail 

Registered post sent on the 19/09/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5289 16/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached letter to organisation to request for Input on the Otway Commercial Fishing Industry Adjustment Protocol. 
• Attached draft letter to commercial fishing licence holders that COP proposed to distribute by end of April. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



COOPER ENERGY – ORG ID 504 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Cooper Energy was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Cooper Energy was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Cooper Energy is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
 Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Cooper Energy is a Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 

3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Cooper Energy is a Titleholder in Otway Basin. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Cooper Energy with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time. Cooper Energy engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
     ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction from Cooper Energy (a Titleholder in Otway Basin) on their preferred method of consultation. COOPER ENERGY communicated directly with ConocoPhillips 

Australia, advising they would like to continue receiving email updates regarding the proposed drilling program (Event ID 2598). COOPER ENERGY provided corporate documents outlining their organisation 
activity update for 2023 in relation to offshore activities and asked that ConocoPhillips Australia keep them updated on any timing of offshore works in the future (Event ID 506). They also suggested that COPA 
review their company website to ascertain if there might be any issues they need to discuss. ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 5311) also provided a set of draft documents with an invitation to make a 
collaborative effort to manage unavoidable interferences with other activities. COOPER ENERGY responded positively (Event ID 5312). 

 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4260). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
 During the consultation process, information was provided to Cooper Energy to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 

above. The base level information provided between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4260). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4260). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with COOPER ENERGY, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
COOPER ENERGY was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to COOPER ENERGY between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 204 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, COOPER ENERGY had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed COOPER ENERGY to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
 During consultation, Cooper Energy raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 

outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4260 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1519 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 16/02/2023 to check receipt of information about the proposed OEDP; no answer. 
COP team member left a voice message to contact us via phone call. 

1377 17/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From organisation, as per request, acknowledging receipt of information. COP wasn't supposed to call organisation.  
85 17/02/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From organisation returning a call on 17/02/2023 

COP missed call. Message left.  
506 28/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing an update on their organisation's activities for 2023 and beyond.  

 
Summary of information received: 
• Attached their organisation activity update for 2023 document. Document outlined their plans for the coming year and beyond and had an update on the closure project 
for specific facilities around 50 km offshore. 
• Mentioned highlights for the coming year and beyond in relation to offshore activities. 
• Noted that COP has activities in the Otway basin and requested for COP to keep them updated on any timing of offshore works. 
• Encouraged COP to contact them for any queries. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

2598 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 11 May 2023. Individual thanked COP for their contact regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
 
Individual requested: 
• To be kept updated on the progress. 
• For COP to visit their activities website and provide any concerns about their proposed activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .   Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 . Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
. Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
. Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
. Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
. Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5311 21/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with attached invitation from ConocoPhillips and other organisations to a collaborative effort to manage any unavoidable interference 
between commercial marine activities and petroleum activities in the Otway. Team member offered to arrange a meeting if individual wanted to discuss anything further. 
 
Documents attached for additional context: 
•A draft communication plan. 
•Draft letters to fishing associations. 
•Draft letters to commercial fishers. 
•Draft Otway adjustment protocol.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5312 23/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 21 March 2024, regarding invitation to join OMICC.  
 
Summary of information received:   
• Organisation established history of consulting with various local fishing industries.  
• Organisation states they can see value in collaboration with respect to consultation approach and outcomes but is comfortable with arrangements that are already in 
place. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



SYDNEY FISH MARKET – ORG ID 505 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SYDNEY FISH MARKET was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SYDNEY FISH MARKET was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SYDNEY FISH MARKET is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SYDNEY FISH MARKET is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SYDNEY FISH MARKET is owned equally by the harvest and post-harvest sectors of the NSW seafood 
industry souring product from across Australia. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided SYDNEY FISH MARKET with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. SYDNEY FISH MARKET did not engage and did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SYDNEY FISH MARKET’S preferred method of consultation and communicated via telephone call (Event ID(s) 1510; 1509), email (Event ID(s) 4257; 3138; 5315) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1414). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SYDNEY FISH MARKET… to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 16 February 2023 and 29 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SYDNEY FISH MARKET, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SYDNEY FISH MARKET was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 256 days before first submission.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to SYDNEY FISH MARKET between 16 February 2023 and 29 August 2023 a period of 188 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, SYDNEY FISH MARKET had the information for a period of 72 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SYDNEY FISH MARKET to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, SYDNEY FISH MARKET raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1510 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. Individual requested that the email be resent. COP called and agreed to send email to both 
relevant individuals.  

4257 16/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1509 5/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to confirm contact details. COP spoke with reception to find best email to contact to send information on ' Proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program.'  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

3138 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about ongoing development of Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
 
Information was provided about: 
• Release of draft Environment Plan Chapters for consultation on project consultation hub. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Contact details and request for feedback by 30 September 2023. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

 



GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) – ORG ID 506 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under 

the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 
INC. (GABIA) works closely with the Commonwealth and State governments, researchers and other stakeholders, to help shape the sustainable future and controlled use of the clean, pristine waters of the 
Great Australian Bight. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of 
time. GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA)’s preferred method of consultation, to which they replied by email that the areas 
identified are outside of the operational area for their organisation (Event ID 1720). GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) provided a new address for future correspondence 
but communication (Event ID 1505). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA). 
GABIA was invited to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) (Event ID 5516) and provided with a link to the consultation website. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 764). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 8 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 764). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 764). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  

During consultation with GABIA, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to GABIA between 8 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 a period of 120 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, GABIA had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GABIA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to 
consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, GABIA raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4577 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1720 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 8 February 2023. Individual thanked COP team for the information provided on the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. They noted that the areas identified are outside of the operational area for their organisation. They provided 
a new address for future correspondence. 

1505 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Individual contacted advised that new president’s details are to be updated and is to be contacted from this point forward. Contact details updated and 
COP advised that new contact will now be primary contact. 

1506 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. Unable to leave voicemail message.  

1588 23/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. Unable to leave voicemail message.  

1589 23/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2557 24/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. Unable to leave voicemail message. Requesting confirmation of contact details to provide Otway exploration drilling program 
information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals 
representing commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence 
Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the 
Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

 



GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) – ORG ID 506 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under 

the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 
INC. (GABIA) works closely with the Commonwealth and State governments, researchers and other stakeholders, to help shape the sustainable future and controlled use of the clean, pristine waters of the 
Great Australian Bight. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of 
time. GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA)’s preferred method of consultation, to which they replied by email that the areas 
identified are outside of the operational area for their organisation (Event ID 1720). GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) provided a new address for future correspondence 
but communication (Event ID 1505). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA). 
GABIA was invited to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) (Event ID 5516) and provided with a link to the consultation website. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 764). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 764). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 764). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with GABIA, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
GREAT AUSTRALIAN BIGHT FISHING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION INC. (GABIA) was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to GABIA between 8 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 204 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, GABIA had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GABIA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to 
consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, GABIA raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4577 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1720 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email sent on 8 February 2023. Individual thanked COP team for the information provided on the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. They noted that the areas identified are outside of the operational area for their organisation. They provided 
a new address for future correspondence. 

1505 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Individual contacted advised that new president’s details are to be updated and is to be contacted from this point forward. Contact details updated and 
COP advised that new contact will now be primary contact. 

1506 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. Unable to leave voicemail message.  

1588 23/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. Unable to leave voicemail message.  

1589 23/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2557 24/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Unable to contact individual. Unable to leave voicemail message. Requesting confirmation of contact details to provide Otway exploration drilling program 
information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals 
representing commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence 
Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the 
Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

 



WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) – ORG ID 507 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY 
(WINSC) is a National Organisation representing women in the seafood industry.  
 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. 
WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) chose to engage through other organisations and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on the WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) regarding their preferred method of consultation. WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD 
COMMUNITY (WINSC) representative advised that they would prefer to be taken off the consultation list and advised that they are receiving the required information from Seafood Industry Victoria and Victorian 
Fishing Authority (Event ID 1590). ConocoPhillips Australia provided no further information directly on the understanding that it could be accessed though the other organisations. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1302). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided on 8 February 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1302). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1302). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1302).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1302). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1302). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1302). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1302). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1302). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC), 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received 
table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) on 8 February 2023.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) had the information for a period of 274 days.  



 
During consultation, WOMEN’S INDUSTRY NETWORK SEAFOOD COMMUNITY (WINSC) raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1302 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1507 16/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Unable to contact 
individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

1590 23/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Individual advised 
that they prefer to be taken off the consultation list as they have advised that they are receiving the required information from Seafood Industry Victoria and Victorian Fishing 
Authority.  

 



Blue Whale Study – ORG ID 508 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 Blue Whale Study was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Blue Whale Study was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Blue Whale Study is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Blue Whale Study is a Research and Academic Institution, specifically an organisation focused on the conservation and research of the Bule Whale, assessed in 
accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

d 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Blue Whale Study resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan at Chapter 6.2 (Interference with Other Marine and Coastal Users) in 
sections 6.2 and 9, as well as reviews and inclusions to CM02: Vessel and MODU Operation Procedures and CM08: Whale Management Plan and Fauna Management Plan. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Blue Whale Study for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 
(Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Blue Whale Study’s preferred consultation approach in correspondence on 09 February 2023 (Event ID 826). Blue Whale Study predominately 
communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia through email. Other communications include liaising with Blue Whale Study to jointly develop and review a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan and Whale 
Management Plan (Event IDs: 4283, 4284, 5001, 5002, 5004, 5006, 5012, 5015, 5039, 5040). During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia and Blue Whale Study met virtually to answer questions and provide 
project information in May 2023, and to jointly review the Fauna Management Plan in April 2024 (Event IDs: 2536, 5282). ConocoPhillips Australia also provided Blue Whale Study with regular project updates via 
campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1414, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Blue Whale Study with a formal written response regarding 
their feedback and objections and claims (Event ID 3862). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Blue Whale Study that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3862).  
  
Further consultation (following submission on the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)    
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Blue Whale Study including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to engage via email correspondence regarding the review 
of a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan and Whale Management Plan, including a virtual meeting in April 2024 to jointly review the Fauna Management Plan (Event ID 5282). ConocoPhillips Australia 
also continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Blue Whale Study to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 09 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 An outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 826). 
 An environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 826). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indications that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1205). 
 Information on how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 826). 
 Information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 946, 1414). 
 An outline of potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1205). 
 A direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 2625).  
 
Further information provided included: 
 A copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637).  
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 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 2625). 
  
Additional tailored information provided to Blue Whale Study with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 An update of revised operational and title areas map (Event ID 5485). 
 Information regarding detection of whales, vessel-whale interactions and mitigation strategies (primarily related to noise) collated into a Whale Management Plan (Event IDs: 5006, 5012). 
 
Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 15 information(s) from the Blue Whale Study. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  

Blue Whale Study received initial engagement about the prospect of the activity on 25 November 2022 (Event ID 103) and an initial information update about the activity on 09 February 2023 (Event ID 826), 
274 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Blue Whale Study 
between 09 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 169 days). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s):  
 Response to all objection(s) and claim(s) was provided on 03 October (Event ID 3862), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed the Blue Whale Study to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Blue Whale Study raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s); and 1 request(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities which were assessed for merit in 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
  



 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1338 2536 The discussion focused on the overlap of blue whale foraging in 
Biologically Important Areas, questioning why the whales are arriving 
early and what's happening in Indonesia. 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on the extended presence of this species in 
the Otway Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 

1339 2536 The latest historical sighting of a blue whale in Portland was on 6 July. This information is included in EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) and 6.6.7.1. 
1340 2536 Relevant person reported that certain factors are causing blue whales 

to arrive earlier and stay later. 
EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on the extended presence of this species in 
the Otway Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by ConocoPhilips Australia. 

1341 2536 Relevant person informed that blue whales, having less blubber 
compared to southern right whales, need to forage year-round. They 
breed in the Indonesian Archipelago where significant warming may 
be affecting their food availability during breeding season. 

Information on biological need to forage has been added to EP Section 6.6.7.1.  

1342 2536 Relevant person expressed doubt about the possibility of obtaining a 
true population estimate for PBW due to their global dispersion. 

Information on population estimates has been added to EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans).  

1343 2536 Relevant person advised that southern right whales are independent 
from the upwelling and require shallow protected bays, while PBW 
are reliant on upwelling events. 

Information on the seasonal presence of southern right whales on Australia’s southern coastline, 
and their foraging in the open Southern Ocean is included in EP Section 4.6.9.2.  

1344 2536 Relevant person shared that an individual at IMAS is investigating 
indicators of productivity events to aid in predicting occurrences. 
They also mentioned that limited research is funded in the southern 
ocean to study biological events. 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on the extended presence of this species in 
the Otway Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  
Impacts to cetaceans, including disturbance of foraging behaviours, associated with underwater 
sound are assessed in EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7. No changes were made to the EP in response to 
this information.  

1345 2536 Relevant person stated that the patterns in the blue whale study are 
unclear and the longitudinal data sets have some gaps. 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on the extended presence of this species in 
the Otway Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 

1346 2536 Relevant person reported observing no surface krill for several years, 
but has recently noticed a significant increase in krill population. 

Potential impacts to prey species, such as krill (Nyctiphanes australis), are expected to be limited 
by intermittent exposure, dispersive characteristics of the open water in the operational areas, 
and high reproductive rates. The magnitude of noise impacts (≤50 m for injury from the VSP 
source) on species such as krill, is highly localised and not discernible at the regional scale when 
considering natural variation in their spatial and temporal abundance. Continuous reproduction 
through the year coupled with a high growth rate means krill have very high productivity (IMAS 
2011). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the 
species, any impacts from short term activities are not expected to be ecologically significant. No 
changes were made to the EP in response to this information. 

1347 2536 Relevant person advised that one must assume the presence of krill 
subsurface even if it's not visible. 

Impacts to cetaceans associated with underwater sound are assessed in EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7, 
vessel movements in EP Section 7.4 and accidental releases of hydrocarbons in EP Sections 7.6 
and 7.7. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1348 2536 Relevant person advised that blue whales are balancing energetic 
outputs for feeding, including deep diving which requires higher 
energy versus feeding at the surface. 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on the extended presence of this species in 
the Otway Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
Relevant person indicated this may be in relation to some significant warming affecting food 
availability during their breeding season (FB ID: 1341). EP Section 6.5.5.2 (Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions) describes how climate change has been attributed to fundamental changes to the 
physical and chemical characteristics of the ocean, such as ocean warming (IPCC 2022);  sea 
surface temperatures have increased globally over recent decades and are expected to continue 
to rise; estimates of warming in the Southern Tasman Sea of between 0.6 to 0.9°C, and between 
0.3 to 0.6°C elsewhere along the Australian coast, are predicted by 2030 (Church et al. 2006).  
Emissions that occur as a result of the proposed activity have been assessed in EP Section   are 
small when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted 
to have determinable impacts. 

1349 2536 Relevant person indicated that funding is needed for bio-ecology 
studies of krill and that Deakin is currently working in this field. 

Potential impacts to prey species, such as krill (Nyctiphanes australis), are expected to be limited 
by intermittent exposure, dispersive characteristics of the open water in the operational areas, 
and high reproductive rates. The magnitude of noise impacts (≤50 m for injury from the VSP 
source) on species such as krill, is highly localised and not discernible at the regional scale when 
considering natural variation in their spatial and temporal abundance. Continuous reproduction 
through the year coupled with a high growth rate means krill have very high productivity (IMAS 
2011). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the 
species, any impacts from short term activities are not expected to be ecologically significant. No 
changes were made to the EP in response to this information. 

1350 2536 Relevant person shared that Bass Strait is not a typical feeding area 
for blue whales, but there have been sightings of blue whales in this 
area recently. 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on the extended presence of this species in 
the Otway Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
Presence in Bass Strait is not directly relevant but has been noted during aerial surveys.  

1351 2536 Relevant person discussed consulting with a PhD student at Deakin 
who is focusing on upwelling and krill. 

(blank) 

1352 2536 Relevant person tentatively agreed to participate in a similar process 
to the marine mammal adaptive management committee established 
for the Sequoia Seismic Survey in 2021, if a committee was 
established for the drilling campaign. However, they requested to be 
kept updated on the process development. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to establishing a Whale Expert Panel as part of CM08: 
Fauna Management Plan. 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

105 2536, 3862 Claim Relevant person stated that bottom 
moored acoustic mooring is the BW 
industry standard. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

We would appreciate working with you, as the leading 
authority in the region on blue whales, to develop the 
monitoring approach and corresponding mitigation 
measures for the Marine Mammal Adaptative 
Management Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. We have been looking into the 
ongoing use of MMOs, infrared/thermal imagery, 
satellite imagery, moored buoys with telemetry, gliders 
and ASVs with telemetry, aerial surveys, etc and would 
really appreciate a proposal from yourself to support 

Undertake to contract relevant 
specialists to support the 
development of the Whale 
Management Plan for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, 
including monitoring and 
mitigation measures to protect blue 
whales and other species. CM08: 
Whale Management Plan 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

us in refining the possible options and the 
corresponding mitigation measures to prevent injury or 
displacement of blue whales and other species during 
the activity.   

239 3194, 3862 Request Relevant person advised that 
monitoring equipment has been 
installed within the VIC/P79 operational 
area which will need to be avoided.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia have undertaken to assess the 
potential for interference with the temperature logger 
and mooring based on the position of the logger and 
mooring and depth of top float provided. The 
assessment identified that the closest likely activity 
distance from the logger is approximately 4 km. The 
following control measure and environmental 
performance standard has been included in the 
Environment Plan to minimise the likelihood of impacts 
to this equipment. 
 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures. 
Environmental Performance Standard: An avoidance 
area will be established around the temperature logger 
and mooring in VIC/P79 to minimise the risk of 
damage to or loss of the monitoring equipment, 
associated with vessel and MODU movements [see 
EVENT ID: 3194: for coordinates], and will be 
communicated to vessel and MODU operators prior to 
commencement of the activity.  
Measurement Criteria:  
- Vessel Logs 
- Vessel Tracks  
- Consultation Records 
- Induction 
- No recordable incidents 

Addition of relevant text in section 
in Chapter 6.2 Interference with 
Other Marine and Coastal Users. 
New control Measure in section 6.2 
and Section 9 - Table 9-1. 
CM02: Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures. 
Environmental Performance 
Standard: An avoidance area will be 
established around the temperature 
logger and mooring in VIC/P79 to 
minimise the risk of damage to or 
loss of the monitoring equipment, 
associated with vessel and MODU 
movements [see EVENT ID: 3194: 
for coordinates], and will be 
communicated to vessel and 
MODU operators prior to 
commencement of the activity.  

1047 2536 Claim Relevant person acknowledged that 
vessel movement is a significant factor 
for the project, with concerns about 
underwater noise, potential 
hydrocarbon release, and increased 
activity in the region. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Impacts to cetaceans associated with underwater 
sound are assessed in EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7, vessel 
movements in EP Section 7.4 and accidental releases of 
hydrocarbons in EP Sections 7.6 and 7.7. 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 

1048 2536 Claim Relevant person highlighted the 
emerging evidence of climate change's 
impact on oceanic systems. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans) includes information on 
the extended presence of this species in the Otway 
Basin, as confirmed during aerial surveys conducted by 
ConocoPhillips Australia. Relevant person indicated this 
may be in relation to some significant warming 
affecting food availability during their breeding season 
(FB ID: 1341). EP Section 6.5.5.2 (Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions) describes how climate change has been 
attributed to fundamental changes to the physical and 
chemical characteristics of the ocean, such as ocean 
warming (IPCC 2022);  sea surface temperatures have 

(blank) 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

increased globally over recent decades and are 
expected to continue to rise; estimates of warming in 
the Southern Tasman Sea of between 0.6 to 0.9°C, and 
between 0.3 to 0.6°C elsewhere along the Australian 
coast, are predicted by 2030 (Church et al. 2006).  
Emissions that occur as a result of the proposed activity 
have been assessed in EP Section   are small when 
compared to national emissions, insignificant on a 
global scale and are not predicted to have 
determinable impacts. 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2529 7/09/2022  Contract Management MEETING VIRTUAL: With individuals. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Review and agreement on current survey transects. 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Discussed Blue whale funding; capabilities and regional collaboration opportunities with other entities, noting funding issues. 
• Noted that blue whales are typically observed in pairs and use d-calls when foraging. 
• Mentioned the rare detection of a sperm whale cow-calf pair near Kangaroo Island SA. 
 
Key Actions:   
• Share data at the end of the survey. 
• Set next meeting for October. 

103 25/11/2022  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be 
undertaken in preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's 
energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration 
permits, COPA will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) 
for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4264 2/12/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual with whale survey from 2/12/22 - images and track sightings attached. 
 
Key Discussion Points:  
• Noted presence of whales and krill swarms.  
• Attached maps show sighting locations. 
• Provided images. 

1685 25/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual re Whale Survey 25/1/23. 
 
Attachments: 
• Images and maps. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Animals sighted were adults - doing short dives. 
• No local krill swarms although present in other areas. 

826 9/02/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program with letter and information sheets 
attached  

1749 17/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual re Whale Survey 16/2/23. 
 
Attachments: 
• Images and maps. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Separate sighting. 
.        Animals sighted were adult size. 
• Amongst krill swarms. 

1532 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual. 
.      No answer. Message left. 

770 4/04/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding Whale Survey 3/4/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Whales sighted in groups. 
• Surface krill observed. 

836 5/04/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
.    Team forwarded email received 5/4/23. 
.     Team asked individual to extract an aerial cetacean sighting report to share with organisations that requested it. 

946 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing information about Community Information Sessions for ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Program and the locations and times for different areas. 

1006 18/04/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email received on 12 April 2023. Individual: 
• Showed support to get data available into a database. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Required to export this week so organisations have the best available data for their impact assessments. 
• Mentioned they are finalising a MOU to ensure the data is only used for their current assessments. 

1018 24/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding Whale Survey 23/4/23. 
 
Information Provided: 
.    Map of sighting positions and a selection of images. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• All animals sighted were along the mid - high shelf area. 
• Krill was widely distributed with some transects having presence for the entire line ~30 kms. 

2535 3/05/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from Individual following feedback from local community session. 
 
Key Discussion Points. 
• Requested clarification of meeting reference to individual’s organisation. 
• Commented on strong season for whales, confirmed by own observations elsewhere. 
• Queried period covered by data sharing. 

1099 4/05/2023 Contract Management  
OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To Individual 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Informed that COP had been asked a question at an Information Session about engaging with and sharing data with research 
organisations.  
• Noted where information to be shared. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Process for establishing an MOU for data sharing. 
• Template to be updated to provide the dataset up to end April. 
• Individual would like to review the monitoring reports. 
Key Actions: 
• Provide brief on exploration drilling program. 

1103 4/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual stated Draft MoU for data sharing was attached - NOT attached - sent later. 
1104 4/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual provided Draft MoU for data sharing to support consultation and ensure confidentiality. 

4273 5/05/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual responding to email of 4/5/23 querying terms of use in draft MOU re use of data and possible 
publication in scientific journals. 

4274 5/05/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to query regarding data sharing on 5/5/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
Confirmed that proposed usage was within the terms of the MOU providing: 
• Terms of confidentiality are complied with. 
• Data is not provided to other parties nor published without written consent. 
• COP is acknowledged as the source of the data. 

4275 5/05/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual replying to email of 5/5/23 and attaching the signed MOU regarding the agreement for data 
sharing - terms of confidentiality and usage. 

2536 8/05/2023  Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With individual with draft meeting notes. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Overview of project. 
• Overview of data on whale sightings. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Issues relating to vessel movements. 
• Ongoing consultation with marine park managers. 
• Overlap of blue whale foraging areas and Biologically Important Areas. 
• Acknowledged gaps in data on population characteristics; emerging effects of climate change on behaviours. 
• Noise profiles and monitoring.  
• Future potential committees. 

1164 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with attachments. 
 
Attachments: 
.  Signed MOU re data sharing. 
.  Available data to date - whale photos and track sightings - May data. 

4276 11/05/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual confirming receipt of data and data sharing agreement and commented on recent whale 
sighting survey. 

1205 17/05/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, 
and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1332 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with copy of draft meeting notes (re:  8/5/23) for review.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Overview of project. 
• Overview of data on whale sightings. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Issues relating to vessel movements. 
• Ongoing consultation with marine park managers. 
• Overlap of blue whale foraging areas and Biologically Important Areas. 
• Acknowledged gaps in data on population characteristics; emerging effects of climate change on behaviours. 
• Noise profiles and monitoring.  
• Future potential committees. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Share data on key areas of information. 

1637 8/06/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3194 4/09/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COPA team was also cc'd to other relevant individuals. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Individual notified that in reading EP chapter they realised infrastructure had been previously deployed by them close to boundary of 
project. 
• Provided coordinates. 
• Informed other stakeholders. 

3305 11/09/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from Individual to query receipt of email (4/9/23) notifying infrastructure had been deployed near boundary 
of drilling area. 

3303 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to Individual with response to email of 11/9/23. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Exploration team currently checking locations. 
• Noted current vessel traffic. 
• COP will not begin surveys till after EP is in place, so no issues at this point. 
• Queried long-term plan. 

3310 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as a second attempt to reply as first response to email of 4/9/23 bounced back. 

4277 12/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual, responding to email of 12/9/23 confirming the plan is to service deployed infrastructure at sea 
until batteries need replacing - maybe 5 years. 

4278 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual confirming receipt of email 12/9/23. 
4281 13/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to query on sensors (13/9/23). 

 
Key Discussion Points: 
. Confirmed no specifications at this stage. 
. Suggested it may be an opportunity to further understanding conditions, if the mooring and anchor are amenable to multi-tasking. 

4279 13/09/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to email 12/9/23 re receipt of email. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
. Thanked for update on timing. 
. Confirmed no evident issues with location of deployed infrastructure.   
. Queried if opportunities possible to add sensors to the infrastructure. 

4280 13/09/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual responding to query (13/9/23) re opportunity to add sensors to infrastructure. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.  Queried type of sensors. 

4282 15/09/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding query on additional sensors on infrastructure. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Key Discussion Points: 
. Confirmed options would depend on the size of the instruments as infrastructure is small and light. 

4283 26/09/2023  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual re potential support. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Queried interest in supporting Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan. 
.   Responded re further query on sensor installation.  
 
Key Actions: 
.  Set up a meeting to discuss,  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3862 3/10/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to feedback given. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Specific responses provided to feedback. 
.       Information on relevant control measures. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Contacts for further discussion. 
• Explained consultation records to be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
• Standard for acoustic moorings and approaches to monitoring and mitigation measures.  
• Location of installed infrastructure belonging to the organisation and request to take care not to damage.  

4284 3/10/2023  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to email of 26/9/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Queried details of support for the development of Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan. 
.  Suggested meeting and inclusion of a colleague. 

5011 3/10/2023  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals. 
 
.  Attached meeting invitation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5010 3/10/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals. 
 
.  Updated meeting invite. 

5002 4/10/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: To individuals, following meeting - 4/10/23. 
 
Information Provided: 
• Presentation format with key points in discussion – Blue Whale Study – 4/10/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Thanked for input at meeting. 
.       Development of a marine mammal monitoring and mitigation strategy for the Otway Basin. 
• Options for provision of support or advice. 
• Required procedures for engaging support. 
 
Key Actions: 
• Individuals to provide feedback on meeting notes. 

5003 6/10/2023  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following meeting or 4/10/23. 
 
Information Provided: 
.  Vendor details attached. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.   Will respond re possible involvement with the project. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

5004 31/10/2023  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL:  To individuals following meeting 4/10/23. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
.  Organisation is set up in vendor system, 
.   Queried response to invitation to be involved in reviewing the Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan/Whale Management 
Plan? 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5005 2/11/2023  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 02/11/23 stating that: 
• The organisation was still interested in reviewing the COP Whale Management Plan, however, will not be able to until late next week.  

5006 2/11/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 02/11/23 regarding draft Whale Management Plan. Information included:  
• Team requested a quick proposal and cost estimate for work with summary of contents of draft Whale Management Plan to assist 
with quote.  

5007 8/11/2023  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 08/11/23 in response to previous email sent on 02/11/23. Individual advised cost estimate for 
reviewing draft Whale Management Plan. 

5008 14/11/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 14/11/23 notifying that Purchase Requisition has been entered into system and will let 
individual know once the Purchase Order (PO) has been approved to arrange a meeting. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

5009 22/11/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 22/11/23 confirming that purchase order had been approved and requested availability for a 
kick-off meeting. 

5012 28/11/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 28/11/23, information included:  
• Team thanked individual for their time in meeting. 
• Attached Whale Management Plan for review.  

4879 1/12/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5013 19/12/2023 Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 19/12/23 regarding the review of the Whale Management Plan. Information included: 
• Individual stated that they had completed the review of the Whale Management Plan. 
• Attached two documents for team to review and welcomed any comments from team. 
• Also attached an invoice of the agreed fee for review of the Whale Management Plan and asked to confirm COP details.  
• Advised to contact them to discuss further if necessary.  

5014 20/12/2023 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual on 20/12/23 thanking them for feedback on WMP and also advised that invoice had been forwarded 
to COP invoice control group and would be in touch if additional information was needed.  

5021 4/01/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 04/01/24 with meeting request acceptance.  

5019 4/01/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals on 04/01/24 requesting time to review the revised Whale Management Plan. 
5020 4/01/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 04/01/24 confirming meeting times.  
5022 26/01/2024 Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 26/01/24 querying review comments and who they would be sent to. Requested that they be 

sent again.  
5023 27/01/2024 Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 27/01/24 confirming receival of review comments and providing them to the individual as per 

their request in past correspondence.  
5024 27/01/2024 Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 27/01/24 thanking the team and confirming they will send a response to the comments as soon 

as possible. 
5039 7/02/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 07/02/24 following up on marine mammal plan review and availability for a meeting. 

5040 7/02/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 07/02/24 in response to last correspondence noting their availability and that they will follow up 
once they have had time to look at the marine mammal plan. 

5041 8/02/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 08/02/24 querying availability from the week of the 19th of February for a meeting. 
5043 8/02/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 08/02/24 thanking team. 
5145 4/03/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals on 04/03/24 requesting a time for a catch-up regarding observation and shut-down time based 

on species.  
5154 12/03/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 12/03/24 replying to previous correspondence. Information included: 

• Individual acknowledged that any time this week would work for a meeting. Also noted that their colleague was not available for the 
meeting. 
• Attached copy of reviewed Fauna Management Plan with comments.  

5155 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5242 27/03/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 27/03/24 attempting to organise a meeting. 

5243 28/03/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 28/03/24 in response to previous correspondence suggesting a meeting for next week. 
5244 28/03/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 28/03/24, continued correspondence in attempt to organise a meeting time.  
5245 28/03/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: From individual on 28/03/24 continuing meeting correspondence confirming they are waiting to hear back from 

another individual prior to finalising the meeting time. 
5246 28/03/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 28/03/24 replying to previous correspondence confirming previous information. 

5282 3/04/2024  Meeting - Virtual MEETING - VIRTUAL: Review of Fauna Management Plan to update content in light of recent offshore MFO experiences and 
recommendations to provide additional information around potential for concurrent activities. ConocoPhillips to seek clarification from 
Drilling Manager and provide advice.  

5265 3/04/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals on 03/04/24 thanking them for their time. Information included: 
• Team attached document regarding meeting discussion. 
• Requested the document be reviewed and noted they would reach out again soon for further discussion.  

5253 4/04/2024  Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 04/04/24 responding to previous correspondence providing thanks. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5317 1/05/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 01/05/24 regarding track changes made by individual. Information included:  
• Team advised that changes made by individual have been reviewed and approved.  
• Proposed few items that still need to be reviewed by the individual. 
• Commented that team would be happy to meet and discuss. 
• Attached required supporting documents needed for continued review.  

5345 8/05/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to previous email correspondence from team on the 01/05/2024. Individual stated: 
• Sorry for the delayed response 
• Currently at sea 
• Back on land 16 May 
• Will address points COP team has raised after return 

5346 8/05/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team member in response to email received on 8 May 2024. COP team member thanked 
individual. 

5408 24/05/2024 Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding the fauna management plan. Individual attached a document with feedback and 
notes on the plan. 

5407 4/06/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their recent review of information on the fauna management plan. Team 
noted they have made the final round of changes and are working to incorporate feedback from the regulator. 
Attached: 
- Document of revisions to fauna management plan 

5409 4/06/2024  Contract Management INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding previously sent review. Individual gave credit to another and their experience in the 
field for the great work done in the recent changes provided to COP team. Individual then requested if additional invoice for recent 
work was okay. 

5410 4/06/2024  Contract Management OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to query regarding invoice. Team member requested Individual to let them know the 
amount in advance so team can increase the invoice as required. 

5485 4/07/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub 
 



DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES – ORG ID 509 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous 

ConocoPhillips activity. 
 DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under 

the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES has historically undertaken marine conservation research 
pertaining to offshore petroleum exploration activities.  
 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, 
multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES preferred 
method of consultation but received no response any communication method. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide Project Updates on the Otway Exploration Drilling Project (Event ID(s) 103; 1205; 1414; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 103). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 31 August 2023was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 103). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 103). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  



During consultation with DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information 
Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in November 2022, 349 days before first submission with formal 
consultation beginning on 9 February 2023 – 273 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES between 9 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 203 
days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP 
and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, DEAKIN UNIVERSITY – SCHOOL OF LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1417 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1533 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To individual to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  
930 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 

the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values 
and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) – ORG ID 510 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) Yacht club within Environmental Planning Area that operates a range of annual races, 
including an annual race to Grassy King Island and the "Westcoaster". 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) resulted in meaningful outcomes through a shared understanding of the importance to the Club of regular updates to assist them to 
manage the activities of the ocean fleet and potential exclusion zones; their need to know the latitude and longitude of any project activities and the start dates. The Club provided likely dates to make it easier for both 
groups to plan ahead to address any potential adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. Advice was provided to the relevant person in relation to a claim concerning 
potential well blowouts. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and began effective consultation for this project in February 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) on their preferred method of consultation. Ocean Racing Club of Victoria engaged directly by email and phone, provided 
information to their members, and submitted 1 objection/claim as shown in the Response to Feedback table below. They noted the need for ongoing updates to help them manage their ocean fleet and potential 
exclusion zones (Event IDs 2609, 2613). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 814).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 9th February 2023 and 31st August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 814; 1400). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158; 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 814). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158; 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 275 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) between 9th February 2023 and 31st August 2023, a period of 205 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Ocean Racing Club of Victoria (ORCV) raised 1 objection and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Measure(s) adopted 

1210 Claim Relevant person highlighted that well 
blowouts are not uncommon, with eight 
instances recorded between 2014 and 
2021. 

High – assessed in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of Well 
Control (LOWC) can mean simply the failure of one barrier 
in the control process but there are typically multiple 
barriers that subsequently kick in should any primary 
barrier fail. So, a LOWC can still occur and would still be 
reported to NOPSEMA, but a LOWC does not equate to a 
'well blowout' and the subsequent release of any 
hydrocarbons to the environment. It's a really important 
distinction to make between a LOWC and a 'well blowout'. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Measure(s) adopted 

Further, as described in EP Section 7.7.5, an assessment of 
historical LOWC incidents was undertaken using the IOGP 
Risk Assessment Data Directory (2019). This provided an 
indicative probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling 
that can be reasonably expected to occur, based on 
previous incidents. The chances of the activity resulting in a 
LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per well drilled, i.e. there is a 
0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Unlikely (L2). 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

 

 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

81 20/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 9 February 2023. Individual informed COP team that they 
forwarded the previous email to other organisation members.  

814 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.    Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub 
to share feedback about  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.    Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1400 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the 
individual or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of 
consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on 
locations, and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1539 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin.  
. COP contacted individual regarding receipt of initial correspondence to discuss consultation.  
.  Individual stated that they have received the relevant information, however information should now be sent to a new 
contact, which details have been provided for and is now updated.  
.  COP committed to sending relevant information to the new email address provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.  Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
.  Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.  Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.  Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.  Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.  Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could 
be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.  Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2609 27/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 26 July 2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual thanked COP team member for feedback. 
• Individual requested ongoing updates regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to help them manage their ocean 
fleet and potential exclusion zones. 

2613 6/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 20 February 2023.  
 
Individual requested: 
• Accurate latitude and longitude points for an exclusion zone around the survey area for a local event. 
• Updates on the progress and confirmation of the start of the seismic survey work. 
Individual provided the event dates. 

2617 26/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received on 6 March 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member thanked individual for their feedback regarding activities overlapping the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
• Attached a formal response to feedback, in which COP team have addressed objections/claims. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the 
regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Offered to provide further information or consultation. 
• Advised that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP, unless they don’t want that 
information published. 
 
Attached: 
• Formal correspondence to feedback. 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs 
had reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and 
activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.  Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·  ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the 
potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of 
the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link 
to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to 
manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan 
content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.  Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public 
comment.  
.  Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.  Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.  Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.  Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and 
what measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.  Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.  Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.  Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
- Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.  Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.  Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the 
public comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is 
now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.  Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.  Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed 
activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how 
they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on 
NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.  Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.  Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.  Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5158 14/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual requesting an invitation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program webinar. Individual 
provided webinar event details. 

5159 14/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received on same day.  
 
Team member confirmed: 
• They added the individual to the register and the webinar notification distribution list. 
• Individual will receive webinar invitation closer to the date. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.  Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.  Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or 
email direct. 
.  Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to 
reflect the feedback. 
.  Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A 
function. 
.  Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
.  Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to 
reflect the feedback. 
.  Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and 
A function. 
.  Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
.  Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
• Overview of public comment and what was heard 
• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 
Next steps 
Participant led questions and answers 
 
The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback 
was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment 
Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide 
updates of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5270 15/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual on 15 April 2024 thanking them for the information provided.  
• COP team member confirmed that their organisation is a relevant person and that they have been in contact with them.  
• Asked the individual if they would like to be included in future communications with their organisation or if they would 
prefer to be communicated with separately. 

5287 16/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to an email sent on 15 April 2024. Individual specified their preferred 
communication method: 
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• To receive COP communications directly. 
• To give feedback via their organisation channels. 

5288 17/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to an email received on 16 April 2024.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• They added the individual to COP distribution list. 
• They noted that individual will provide feedback via their organisation. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and 
title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential 
impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS– ORG ID 511 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Southern Coast Charters are a fishing charter operating out of Port Fairy.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS engaged 
but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia consulted with Southern Coast Charters through telephone call (Event ID 1540) and email (Event ID(s) 1422; 668; 925) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157, 1205, 1637, 
2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846). Southern Coast Charters communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via outgoing telephone call and: confirmed receipt of correspondence though did not see how it 
was relevant to them; ConocoPhillips Australia committed to sending project update correspondence as it became available. (Event ID 1540). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming 
correspondence but continued to send project update correspondence. Southern Coast Charters unsubscribed from receiving further updates in November 2023 (Event ID 4857). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1422). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SOUTHERN COAST CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1422). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1422). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. (Event ID 4846) 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. (Event ID 1637) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Southern Coast Charters received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Southern Coast Charters between 9 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 203 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Southern Coast Charters to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Southern Coast Charters raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1422 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1540 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin.  
.  COP contacted individual regarding receipt of initial correspondence to discuss consultation.  
.  Individual stated that they have received the relevant information, however individual could not ascertain as to how the information is relevant to her.  
.  Committed to continuing to send information as it becomes available to individual. 

668 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

925 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4857 17/11/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Individual unsubscribed from receiving updates. 
 



STANLEY SEAL CRUISES – ORG ID 512 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 STANLEY SEAL CRUISES was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 STANLEY SEAL CRUISES was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 STANLEY SEAL CRUISES is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): STANLEY SEAL CRUISES is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. STANLEY SEAL CRUISES is a seal boat tours operating out of Stanley. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Stanley Seal Cruises Stanley with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received from Stanley Seal Cruises who did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Stanley Seal Cruises for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 
2022 (Event ID 103) prior to formal consultation beginning in February 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia Consulted with Stanley Seal Cruises through telephone call (Event ID 1543) The call was with regards to the 
continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Conoco Phillips Australia left Stanley Seal Cruises a voicemail message with contact details. Another telephone 
was made to Stanley Seal Cruises two days later to discuss consultation regarding the OEDP, Conoco Phillips Australia team member tried to give a brief overview of the company and the proposed project; 
however, individual was not interested. Conoco Phillips Australia continued to update Stanley Seal Cruises with project update correspondence (Event ID’s 1414, 1637, 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 
5485; 6288).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 103). 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Stanley Seal Cruises to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1428). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1428). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Stanley Seal Cruises, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Stanley Seal Cruises received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Stanley Seal Cruises between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 99 days).   
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Stanley Seal Cruises had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Stanley Seal Cruises to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Stanley Seal Cruises raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and responses 
is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
  



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1428 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1543 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Unable to 
contact individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

1586 22/02/2023 Telephone Call OUTGOING CALL: to organisation on 22/02/23 to discuss consultation regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Advised they were uninterested in the information regarding the proposed drilling program was sent to them via email.  
COP team member tried to giver a brief overview of the company and the prosed project; however, individual was not interested. Team member continued to 
answer their questions, but they interrupted and refused to hear anymore. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values 
and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION– ORG ID 513 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment 

Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The King Island Regional Development Organisation (KIRDO) is a not for profit association. KIRDO is a 
hub for information about King Island. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia consulted with KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION providing requested information and engaging through email to facilitate the printing of flyers. There were 2 in-
person meetings to discuss the process of environmental assessment and consultation with the relevant persons and to provide an overview of the project. 
 
Consultation process 

Conoco Phillips Australia consulted with King Island Regional Development Organisation through email. The emails following up on recent conversations requesting information about printing and mail 
distribution services, advice of paper stock and print size etc. (Event ID 2562, 4385) ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on King Island Regional Development Organisation’s preferred method of 
consultation. King Island Regional Development Organisation advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly to facilitate the printing of flyers (Event ID 4386). ConocoPhillips Australia and King 
Island Regional Development Organisation had 2 in-person meetings to discuss the process of environmental assessment and consultation with relevant persons (Event ID 4602) and to provide an overview of the 
project (Event ID 2377). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 103). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to KING ISLAND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1413). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 103). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 



Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

King Island Regional Development Organisation received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Regional Development Organisation between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
 By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Regional Development Organisation to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, King Island Regional Development Organisation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the 
assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1413 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

2562 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following a recent conversation.  
 
Requested information about: 
• Printing and mail distribution service. 
• Advice on paper stock and print size. 
• Cost estimate and time frame for delivery. 
Attached a PDF of a flyer for an upcoming information session on 18 May. 
Team provided contact details should they need more information.  

4385 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding printing and letter/mailbox distribution following a recent conversation.  
 
Team requested information about: 
• Printing and mail distribution service. 
• Advice on paper stock and print size. 
• Cost estimate and time frame for delivery. 
Attached a PDF of a flyer for an upcoming information session on 18 May. 
Team provided contact details should they need more information.  

4386 27/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation providing a quote for printing and distribution services.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information received: 
• Provided cost for distribution to 600 mailboxes.  

4387 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 27/04/23 regarding request for printing and letter/mailbox distribution.  
 
Team requested clarification on: 
• The total cost of a printing and distribution service. 
• The paper stock used for printing. 

4388 27/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous email exchange. 
 
Individual provided information about: 
• The total cost of printing using 80gsm paper. 
• The maximum thickness of paper in stock. 
• The additional cost per page for using 200gsm paper. 

4389 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 01/05/23 regarding approval of budget for printing and letter/mailbox distribution.  
 
Team queried: 
• Thickness of the paper that individual used. 
• Whether there would be a bleed.  
• Advised to proceed using standard stock.  

4390 1/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing an update on a task.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Invoice attached as per prior arrangement. 
• Flyers were printed and delivered to the postal office on Saturday 29th May 2023. 
• Copies for suburban and rural mailboxes were to be dropped on the following Tuesday and Wednesday. 
• Posters were requested to be posted on their board and other public places.  
 
Offered to answer any further enquiries. 

4384 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding a meeting sent on 11 May 2023.  
 
Individual requested: 
• Details of a meeting with organisation including preferred time, venue, and topics. 
• This request followed a teleconference the previous Tuesday. 

4602 16/05/2023 Meeting - In-
person 

Meeting In-person: To provide briefing to business organisation.  
 
Summary of Information Provided:  
.    Process of environmental assessment and consultation with relevant persons. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

4380 2/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual requesting a cost estimate for printing and distributing a flyer.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Same logistics as a previous request. 
• Distribution to be done by Australia Post to all residential/business and PO Box addresses. 

1831 2/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual requesting a cost estimate for printing and distributing a flyer.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Same logistics as a previous request. 
• Distribution to be done by Australia Post to all residential/business and PO Box addresses. 

4381 2/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing a breakdown of costs for printing and mail distribution services. The total cost was $242.00, with details including: 
• Printing: 600 x A5 s/s colour printing @ 0.35/page: $210.00 
• Postage: PO boxes & suburb posts: $132.00 

4382 2/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to previous correspondence sent on 2 July 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Individual could proceed with request for organisation’s printing and mail distribution.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The individual confirms once the task is complete. 
• Inquired about the possibility of delivery the following week. 

4383 3/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to request printing and mail distribution on 3 July 2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• They will print the requested documents. 
• They plan to deliver the printed documents to Australia Post within the day or the next day.  
• They will arrange for the distribution to be completed before the upcoming Friday.  

1928 3/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding the invitation to the dinner meeting. Copy of the email invitation sent to individual. 
3911 3/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to previous correspondence sent on 03 July 2023, regarding dinner meeting invitation. Individual acknowledged 

invite and advised that they will forward the invitation. 
4500 4/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual forwarding an invitation from an organisation for a dinner meeting on Wednesday 12 July 2023.  

 
Summary of information received: 
• The format of the meeting. 
• What attendees can expect. 
• How to RSVP.  
 
The individual also attached a community information session for sharing. 

4502 4/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous correspondence sent on same day. Team expressed gratitude for distributing dinner meeting 
invitations. 

1977 5/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous correspondence sent on same day. Team expressed gratitude for distributing dinner meeting 
invitations. 

4503 5/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding organisations dinner meeting details sent on 5 July 2023. Individual advised that flyers were distributed yesterday, 4 
July 2023.  

4506 8/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual regarding their organisation’s members dinner, sent on 8 July 2023.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Advised they would be unavailable and provided a point of contact. 
• Provided an update number of attendees for the dinner. 
• Asked if an overhead projector was needed.  

4510 8/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual confirming that: 
• They are happy to accept RSVPs for a dinner meeting until the start time on Wednesday evening. 
• Attendees will be able to order a counter meal to be served in the room. 
• They will be streaming from a laptop to the television in the room, so a projector is not needed. 

4512 10/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from organisation providing invitation details to dinner meeting.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Date and contact information. 
• Location. 
• Feedback from previous meeting. 

2346 11/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: from COP inviting an organisation representative to a dinner meeting for organisation members.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The meeting was to be held the following night. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• An invitation had been sent to organisation members. 
• How to RSVP and contact for more information. 

2377 12/07/2023 Meeting - In-
person 

MEETING IN-PERSON: With organisation members. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Overview of project; consultation process and development of EP. 
• Context for RP identification and access to Consultation Hub. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Drilling sites. 
• Information sharing as EP progresses. 
• Themes of received objections claims to date. 
• Responsibility for cleanup of any whale strandings, or any discovered plane wrecks, shipwrecks or ordnance. 
• Duration of compensation protocol. 
• Approach to theme identification and analysis. 
• Real life scenarios if gas found. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3097 29/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation on 29/08/23 regarding the arrangement of USB copies of daft Environment Plan chapters to be available in 
organisations office on King Island. Information included:   
• Team called and spoke with organisation to arrange USB copies of DRAFT Environment Plan chapters to be available from their office for King Island residents to 
review.  
• Organisation agreed that they could be put on the front counter for residents. Also shared that they would compete with the referendum information.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3367 14/09/2023 Letter OUTGOING LETTER: Sent to organisation on 14/09/23 containing three USBs of DRAFT of EP chapters for King Island residents to review should they wish.  
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW – ORG ID 514 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW was identified via Desktop Research. 
 RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Peak Body for Recreational Fishing in NSW 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia consulted with Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW via email (Event ID(s) 1408; 3090), telephone call (Event ID 1546) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 3050; 3181; 
3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly via outgoing telephone call to confirm receipt of initial 
correspondence and stated that they are only interested in activities off the Central Coast and Sydney area but stated correspondence could still be relevant (Event ID 1546). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to 
provide project updates to Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW as they became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1408). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to RECREATIONAL FISHING ALLIANCE NSW to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1408). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1408). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. (Event ID 1414) 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. (Event ID 1637) 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment. (Event ID 3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 99 days).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Recreational Fishing Alliance NSW raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments 
and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1408 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1546 20/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3090 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL to organisation relating to an update regarding the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP provided links to the project consultation hub. 
• COP thanked the organisation to assess the OEDEP. 
• Provided a timeframe for feedback. 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 
a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) – ORG ID 515 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. South Australian Aquaculture council (SAAC) is a Peak Industry association for 
South Australia aquaculture.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of 
contact were made, with no response received. 

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia consulted South Australian Aquaculture Council (SAAC) via email (Event ID(s) 4292; 639), telephone call (Event ID 1547) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 
3050; 3859). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project update correspondence.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4292). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AQUACULTURE COUNCIL (SAAC) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4292). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4292). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol (Event ID 1637). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



  
South Australian Aquaculture Council (SAAC) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to South Australian Aquaculture Council (SAAC) between 9 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 91 days).   
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
Response to all objections and claims was provided in October and November 2023, in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed South Australian Aquaculture Council (SAAC) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, South Australian Aquaculture Council (SAAC) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the 
assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4292 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1547 20/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Unable to contact 
individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

639 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

 



SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SA – ORG ID 516 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SA was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SA was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SA is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SA is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Seafood Industry SA is a Peak Industry Association for South Australia representing fishers and 
processors.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SEAFOOD INDUSTRY SA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on Seafood Industry SA’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1414; 5516; 6192) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1220; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1214). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Seafood Industry SA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 17 May 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1214). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1220). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1220).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1214). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 3050). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1220). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Seafood Industry SA received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 176 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Seafood Industry SA between 17 May 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 99 days).   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Seafood Industry SA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Seafood Industry SA raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1214 17/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1220 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet - COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23:  
 
• Provided information on the project activities and permit areas. 
.     Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined current environmental information and general environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and information on exclusion zones. 
.       Noted the preliminary risk and impact assessments and legislative requirements. 
.        Provided a Q and A section on the process of developing the environmental plan. 
 
Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link where individuals and organisations could provide feedback on locations of environmental value and 
sensitivities. 
 
Provided information and registration details for a forthcoming webinar (scheduled for 23rd May) along with information on how to register for webinars and future 
information on community sessions; including where to find updated information on the consultation hub. 
 
Gave general contact information for project team staff. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a 
result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals representing commercial 
fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6192 19/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
 
Key Information 
* ConocoPhillips Australia was advised to contact the organisation to inform it about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program in the Otway Basin in 
offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters, and the related Environment Plan.  
* Information was provided about the planned operations and unlikely impacts of the project for South Australian fishers. 
* Previous communications with SA Department of Primary Industry, fishery managers and license holders. 
* Previous communications to fisheries identified within the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) had received a cover letter with a map specific to their fishery. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Key Actions 
* The organisation was invited to review the attached information and let ConocoPhillips Australia know if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person per the 
regulation for this Environment Plan.  
 
Attachments 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries ABU2-000-EX-R01- 
D-00029.pdf;  
* Marine Scalefish Commercial Fisher Cover Letter_ABU2-ABU2-COFIL-00005.pdf;  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf 

 



KING ISLAND BOAT CLUB – ORG ID 517 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 KING ISLAND BOAT CLUB was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 KING ISLAND BOAT CLUB was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 KING ISLAND BOAT CLUB is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): KING ISLAND BOAT CLUB is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. King Island is a boat club in an environmental planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided King Island Boat Club with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. King Island Boat Club engaged but did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on King Island Boat Club’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1406; 1544), telephone call (Event ID 1548) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). King Island Boat Club communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly via an outgoing 
telephone call and stated they would like to be kept up to date with project correspondence (Event ID 1548). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further direct correspondence but continued to provide 
project updates as they became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1406). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to KING ISLAND BOAT CLUB to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1406). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1544). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1544).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1406). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1544). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
King Island Boat Club received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Boat Club between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days).   
 
 As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Boat Club to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, King Island Boat Club raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1406 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1544 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1548 20/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin.  
.  COP contacted to confirm receipt of details of the consultation approach.  
.  Individual confirmed new contact email for further information updates which has been updated. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 
a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



KING ISLAND PLEASURE TOURS – ORG ID 518 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 KING ISLAND PLEASURE TOURS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 KING ISLAND PLEASURE TOURS was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 KING ISLAND PLEASURE TOURS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): King Island Pleasure Tours is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Tourism businesses are offering tour and packages within King Island including ocean fishing tours.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided KING ISLAND PLEASURE TOURS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 

Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on King Island Pleasure Tours’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 820), telephone call (Event ID 1552) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australis did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued 
to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to King Island Pleasure Tours to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 820).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1829). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 
Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



King Island Pleasure Tours received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to King Island Pleasure Tours between 9 February 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 168 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 27 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed King Island Pleasure Tours to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, King Island Pleasure Tours raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

820 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1552 21/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Unable to contact 
individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 
a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Gippsland Ports – ORG ID 519 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Gippsland Ports was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Gippsland Ports was identified via Desktop Research . 
 Gippsland Ports is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Gippsland Ports is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Gippsland Ports is the local port and waterway manager responsible for the five local ports and four waterways within the Environmental Planning Area.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Gippsland Ports provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Gippsland Ports reported that the project would have no impacts on their permits which 
were restricted to 3 nautical miles from the Port entrance. Gippsland Ports engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Gippsland Ports as to their preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 1402; 60), telephone call (Event ID 1569) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485). Gippsland Ports contacted ConocoPhillips Australia directly and advised the proposed activity is not 
within Port Boundaries and requested they be removed from the communications list (Event ID 64). ConocoPhillips Australia contact Gippsland Ports via an outgoing telephone call where they re-confirmed that 
the project would have no impact on their operations (Event ID 1569). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1402).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Gippsland Ports to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1402). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1402). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



Gippsland Ports received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Gippsland Ports between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 (over a period of 99 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Gippsland Ports to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Gippsland Ports raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1402 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

60 22/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual advising members of organisation requested no further information shared regarding Otway. Offered to add recipient to their 
consultation list. 

64 22/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting removal from contact list and advising of alternative contact of possible interest. 
1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1569 5/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin.  
 
Information received: 
Individual stated that the area in which the EP takes place does not impact their permits as organisation’s affected area is 3 nautical miles from port entrance.  
Individual advised that they will send the relevant information forward to contacts within their organisation and respond back to the email based on feedback.  
 
Information provided: 
COP provided overview of proposed activity and location.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 



PROLINE FISHING CHARTERS – ORG ID 520 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 PROLINE FISHING CHARTERS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 PROLINE FISHING CHARTERS was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 PROLINE FISHING CHARTERS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): PROLINE FISHING CHARTERS is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Proline Fishing Charters operate around the Southern Ocean, Bass Strait and Port Philip Bay Region.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Proline Fishing Charters with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Proline Fishing Charters engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction on Proline Fishing Charters’s preferred method of consultation and communicated through email (Event ID(s) 47; 4310), telephone call (Event ID 1553) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414, 1637, 2625; 3050, 3181; 3849; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Proline Fishing Charters communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly via outgoing 
telephone call and requested ConocoPhillips Australia re-send initial project correspondence (Event ID 1553). ConocoPhillips re-forwarded correspondence as requested (Event ID 4310) and did not receive any 
further incoming correspondence from Proline Fishing Charters. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to send project update correspondence as it became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1414). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to PROLINE FISHING CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1414). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4879) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Draft Environment plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181, 3859) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Proline Fishing Charters received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Proline Fishing Charters between 9 February 2023 and 19 May2023 (over a period of 99 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Proline Fishing Charters to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Proline Fishing Charters raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

47 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1553 21/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Individual stated 
that they have not reviewed the email, COP committed to resend the email.   

4310 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to 
help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 
a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in the 
environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING – ORG ID 521 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING was identified via Desktop Research. 
 AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Australian Wildcatch Fishing is a integrated business offering a range of services to the commercial 
fishing industry, including seafood processing and vessel maintenance.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING 
engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING’S preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 1444; 2885; 5315; 5319), telephone call (Event ID 1556; 
2709) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1557; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). After a telephone conversation, AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH 
FISHING confirmed they would like to continue receiving project updates as the proposed area would affect them (Event ID 1556). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence 
from AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING but continued to provide project update correspondence as requested.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1444). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AUSTRALIAN WILDCATCH FISHING to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1444). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1444). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1444). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Australian Wildcatch Fishing received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Australian Wildcatch Fishing between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Australian Wildcatch Fishing to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Australian Wildcatch Fishing raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1444 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1556 21/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin.   
.  Individual has advised that 80% of the proposed area affects them and is therefore interested in the operations and further developments. 
.   COP advised that they are on a distribution list and would continue to provide information. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2709 1/08/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Unable to contact 
individual. COP left voicemail message and contact details.  

2885 14/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. To organisation advising that COP have begun 
preparation of an Environment Plan for an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Noted that the organisation has not been appropriately contacted previously. 
• Notified that the consultation period had been extended to September 3rd, 2023. 
• Provided contact details for further information or to arrange a meeting. 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a relevant person. 
• Notified that consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan unless advised otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in 
the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5319 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Correspondence about COP and other 
organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing industries in the Otway region.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User Adjustment 
Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can be 
found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Surfrider Foundation– ORG ID 522 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Surfrider Foundation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Surfrider Foundation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Surfrider Foundation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Surfrider Foundation is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Surfrider Foundation is a registered charity committed to fostering a just, equitable, diverse and inclusive organisation who protect and 
enjoy the worlds ocean, waves and beaches.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with the Surfrider Foundation resulted in meaningful outcomes. Issues raised through the Foundation related to impacts on the King Island brand and tourism because of 
visual amenity; potential oil spills; windborne emissions and impacts on the kelp industry. Surfrider Foundation also noted the potential risk to King Island without attendant benefits. ConocoPhillips addressed the 
issues directly with the community at information sessions and further responded with references to them in the EP – Sections 6.2.5.1 and 4.5.1; Figure 4.7 and Table 6.1. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Surfrider Foundation’s preferred method of consultation. Surfrider Foundation received all project information; provided links and copied emails to members (Event ID 
1202). Representatives attended the local community information sessions (Event IDs 1085; 2641; 2542; 2643), and registered for a webinar via Social Pinpoint (Event ID 1672). Conoco Phillips Australia provided 
project updates through email (Event ID 1157; 1637; 1829; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 609). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Surfrider Foundation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 609; 610). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 7 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



Surfrider Foundation received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 242 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Surfrider Foundation between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days). 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Surfrider Foundation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Surfrider Foundation raised 4 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. During consultation with Surfrider Foundation, 
7 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the 
Response to Feedback table below. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  Company Response 

1008 1085 Relevant person expressed concerns about the 
potential risks the proposed exploration program 
could pose to economic drivers and the King Island 
brand. 

Information on the importance of the King Island Brand and tourism is included in EP Section 4.7.1. Impacts to 
visual amenity associated with tourism were assessed in EP Section 6.2.5.1 which found that the visibility of the 
MODU would be significantly less than that shown in Figure 6-20 given the significant distance of the T/49P 
operational area from the coastline being 33 km at the closest point, would decrease with increased distance from 
the coast and would be comparable to shipping traffic within the region. These impacts are short-duration, fully 
recoverable with no long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values given no permanent/ visible 
infrastructure will be left in place.  No further changes were made to the EP in response to this claim. 

1009 1085 The Mayor expressed concerns about the potential 
impact of the permit location on King Island, 
specifically regarding potential spills and their 
immediate delivery to shore, and the effects on the 
community and economy. 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA) referred to in Figure 4-7 of the EP is the area used to describe and 
assess where a change in the ambient environment condition has the potential to occur as the result of a planned 
activity or an unplanned event. It is noted that a change within the EMBA does not always imply that an adverse 
impact will occur. The EMBA encompasses the entire spatial extent of all predicted impacts and possible risks 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This includes the combined spatial extent of 1400 
modelled hypothetical scenarios of an accidental hydrocarbon release from a marine diesel oil spill, and 1400 
modelled scenarios of an accidental loss of well control event. 
This EMBA is used to support preparedness by identifying a planning area, within which environmental values and 
sensitivities are identified and priorities for protection are established for extremely unlikely credible worst-case 
hydrocarbon release scenarios.  
ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-positioning first strike response equipment on King Island to support 
rapid response, in the event that drilling is scheduled to occur within the central zone of the T/49P Operational 
Area, adjacent to King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  Company Response 

1010 1085 The Mayor expressed concerns about the potential 
impact of wind-borne emissions on the community, 
agriculture, and local brand due to the project. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the air quality in the region, as detailed in EP Section 4.5.1 (Air Quality) 
which states 'Air masses between 190°S - 280°W arrive at the station, typically having travelled for thousands of 
kilometres across the Southern Ocean. There are no intervening land masses which allows the air to be free from 
recent human and terrestrial influences and allows samples to be representative of a 'baseline' atmospheric 
composition for the mid-latitudes of the Southern Hemisphere (CSIRO 2022a). This location, 114 km from the T/49P 
operational area, is thought to be one of the cleanest air sources in the world. Therefore, even considering the 
effects of other historical and existing offshore marine activities (including oil and gas developments, fisheries and 
shipping) the air quality in the EMBA is expected to be high.' Impacts to air quality are assessed in EP Section 6.5. 
Exploration activities may result in a temporary, localised reduction of air quality within the environment 
immediately surrounding exhaust points but are not predicted to impact on the health or amenity of the nearest 
human coastal settlements (e.g. Port Fairy approximately 20 km from VIC/P79 and King Island approximately 33 km 
from T/49P), or the Kennaook/Cape Grimm Baseline Air Pollution Monitoring station located at Woolnorth Point, 
Tasmania, as emissions will be rapidly dispersed and diluted by offshore winds. 

1011 1085 The Mayor expressed concern that the Island is 
perceived to bear most of the project's risk without 
reaping any benefits. 

As part of Environment Plan development ConocoPhillips Australia assessed a range of environmental receptors, 
including the socio-economic environment.   
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006, we are required to undertake petroleum 
activities in a manner that does not interfere with the activities of others to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the reasonable exercise of the rights and performance of the duties we are permitted to carry out.  We believe this 
activity can sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users and communities. 

1250 1085 Relevant person expressed the prevailing view that 
the Island bears most of the project risk without 
reaping any of the benefits. 

At a community forum convened by ConocoPhillips Australia (15/3/2023; Event ID 1085), the local Mayor shared 
the perception that the Island carried the majority of the risk for the project but received none of the benefits.  A 
general discussion followed on what meaningful economic benefit could look like for an exploration drilling 
campaign and that while economic benefit was usually assessed on a state/ national level, there were potential 
opportunities that could be considered such as local purchasing arrangements and the role of Council in providing 
advice as to what meaningful economic benefit could look like. ConocoPhillips continued to consult with Council 
with a further 26 recorded interactions. 

1251 1085 Relevant person stated that the council owns and 
operates the airport, emphasizing its importance for 
aviation safety and as critical infrastructure for the 
Island. They also expressed hopes to attract larger 
operators, such as QANTAS Link, to boost economic 
growth. 

At a community forum convened by ConocoPhillips Australia (15/3/2023; Event ID 1085), the local Mayor raised the 
issue of whether potential use of King Island Airport would be seen as a benefit or nuisance to the community by 
adding additional air traffic. Examples were given as to how smaller airports have been used as supply bases, FIFO 
hubs and refuelling bases in exploration drilling campaigns previously. 

1252 1085 Relevant person identified wild kelp harvesters, and 
the fishing industry as immediately impacted 
industries in such events. They also mentioned that 
there are approximately 50 contract or freelance kelp 
harvesters on the island. 

ConocoPhillips Australia facilitated a community drop-in session held on 15/03/23 and addressed many of the 
claims, objections and questions raised by relevant individuals in attendance. Event ID 1085; Doc ID 4226. These 
were documented and incorporated into the EP. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Measure(s) adopted 

1008 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the potential risks the 
proposed exploration program could 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 

Information on the importance of the King Island Brand and tourism is included in 
EP Section 4.7.1. Impacts to visual amenity associated with tourism were assessed 
in EP Section 6.2.5.1 which found that the visibility of the MODU would be 
significantly less than that shown in Figure 6-20 given the significant distance of 

N/A 



Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Measure(s) adopted 

pose to economic drivers and the 
King Island brand. 

with EP Table 
3-7 

the T/49P operational area from the coastline being 33 km at the closest point, 
would decrease with increased distance from the coast and would be comparable 
to shipping traffic within the region. These impacts are short-duration, fully 
recoverable with no long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values given 
no permanent/ visible infrastructure will be left in place.  No further changes were 
made to the EP in response to this claim. 

1009 Claim The Mayor expressed concerns about 
the potential impact of the permit 
location on King Island, specifically 
regarding potential spills and their 
immediate delivery to shore, and the 
effects on the community and 
economy. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA) referred to in Figure 4-7 of the EP is 
the area used to describe and assess where a change in the ambient environment 
condition has the potential to occur as the result of a planned activity or an 
unplanned event. It is noted that a change within the EMBA does not always imply 
that an adverse impact will occur. The EMBA encompasses the entire spatial extent 
of all predicted impacts and possible risks associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. This includes the combined spatial extent of 1400 modelled 
hypothetical scenarios of an accidental hydrocarbon release from a marine diesel 
oil spill, and 1400 modelled scenarios of an accidental loss of well control event. 
This EMBA is used to support preparedness by identifying a planning area, within 
which environmental values and sensitivities are identified and priorities for 
protection are established for extremely unlikely credible worst-case hydrocarbon 
release scenarios.  
ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-positioning first strike response 
equipment on King Island to support rapid response, in the event that drilling is 
scheduled to occur within the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, adjacent 
to King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

ConocoPhillips Australia 
committed to pre-positioning 
first strike response equipment 
on King Island to support rapid 
response, in the event that 
drilling is scheduled to occur 
within the central zone of the 
T/49P Operational Area, 
adjacent to King Island in the 
OPEP (Table 6-1). 

1010 Claim The Mayor expressed concerns about 
the potential impact of wind-borne 
emissions on the community, 
agriculture, and local brand due to 
the project. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the air quality in the region, as detailed in 
EP Section 4.5.1 (Air Quality) which states 'Air masses between 190°S - 280°W 
arrive at the station, typically having travelled for thousands of kilometres across 
the Southern Ocean. There are no intervening land masses which allows the air to 
be free from recent human and terrestrial influences and allows samples to be 
representative of a 'baseline' atmospheric composition for the mid-latitudes of the 
Southern Hemisphere (CSIRO 2022a). This location, 114 km from the T/49P 
operational area, is thought to be one of the cleanest air sources in the world. 
Therefore, even considering the effects of other historical and existing offshore 
marine activities (including oil and gas developments, fisheries and shipping) the 
air quality in the EMBA is expected to be high.' Impacts to air quality are assessed 
in EP Section 6.5. Exploration activities may result in a temporary, localised 
reduction of air quality within the environment immediately surrounding exhaust 
points but are not predicted to impact on the health or amenity of the nearest 
human coastal settlements (e.g. Port Fairy approximately 20 km from VIC/P79 and 
King Island approximately 33 km from T/49P), or the Kennaook/Cape Grimm 
Baseline Air Pollution Monitoring station located at Woolnorth Point, Tasmania, as 
emissions will be rapidly dispersed and diluted by offshore winds. 

N/A 

1011 Claim The Mayor expressed concern that 
the Island is perceived to bear most 
of the project's risk without reaping 
any benefits. 

High – 
assessed in 
accordance 
with EP Table 
3-7 

As part of Environment Plan development ConocoPhillips Australia assessed a 
range of environmental receptors, including the socio-economic environment.   
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006, we are 
required to undertake petroleum activities in a manner that does not interfere with 
the activities of others to a greater extent than is necessary for the reasonable 

N/A 



Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment 
of Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Measure(s) adopted 

exercise of the rights and performance of the duties we are permitted to carry out.  
We believe this activity can sustainably coexist with the activities and livelihood of 
other marine and coastal users and communities. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

520 1/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking for contact information shared and requesting it be expanded. 
610 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

609 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1085 15/03/2023 Community 
Session 

Community drop-in session held at King Island.  Wednesday 15 March, 11.30-2.30 3-7pm. 
Members of the community were able to drop in at their convenience to discuss the project. 
King Island Shire Mayor attended a drop-in session on King Island to hear community concerns regarding ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed exploration program. 
Community members hadn't engaged directly with company representatives but protested outside. The council hadn't taken a stance yet, prioritising understanding project 
risks and impacts on fishing, agriculture, tourism, and the island's brand. The reopening Tungsten Mine was supported for its economic benefits. Housing and economic 
growth were discussed, alongside concerns about environmental risks, wind-borne emissions, and perceived lack of local benefits. Economic benefits from the project were 
debated, including potential local purchasing opportunities. The mayor emphasised the importance of the council-operated airport and aviation safety, aiming to attract 
larger operators. Consultation expectations included risk profiles, environmental safeguards, and community benefits, with a preference to avoid winter for engagement 
due to seasonal population changes.    

4398 1/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising of branches requiring correspondence regarding this project. 
• Links for required communications provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

6280 11/05/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 154 & 522 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 1202): Original sender was not ORG ID 154 or 522. Incoming 
email was sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 111) who noted: 
- Acknowledged receipt of email 
- Questioned if other relevant persons also received 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and to 
look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1672 8/06/2023 Social 
Pinpoint 
Webinar 
Registration 

INCOMING WEBINAR REGISTRATION: from organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
Individual had requested for further updates as they become available. Individual has advised that they had heard of the OEDP from word of mouth. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2642 13/07/2023 Community 
Session 

Community Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July 6-8pm. 
• Provided context for relevant persons identification and facilitated access to the Consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being assessed as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback (Document ID: 9127) 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the July Community Sessions (C3: 
Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2641 13/07/2023 Community 
Session 

Community Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July 11am-1pm. 
• Provided context for relevant persons identification and facilitated access to the Consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being assessed as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback (Document ID: 9127) 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the July Community Sessions (C3: 
Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2643 13/07/2023 Community 
Session 

King Island Commercial Fishers Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July, 3-5pm. 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being  
assess as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback. 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate. 
• Provided overview of the drilling process 
 Provided overview of objections and claims received about commercial fishing 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community Sessions (C3: 
Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried consent to be 
recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on their 
functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental plan. 

.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these assessments are as 
comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on facets that might have been 
overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts on their 
functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3478 20/09/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. COP called to offer 
a meeting to discuss objections and claims relating to draft EP Chapters. Individual has advised that they will consider the meeting proposal and communicate back. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as 
a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4750 14/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP assessment 
commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) – ORG ID 523 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) is an eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, specifically a climate advocacy organisation that 
champions an informed and motivated Otway community, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the 
activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the important work that the Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) does to protect ocean and marine life in the region. During the consultation process with 
Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN), four assertions and concerns were raised about the consultation process, relating to the community information sessions. ConocoPhillips Australia extended 
an invitation on 18 April 2023 for a one-on-one briefing to answer any questions about the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program (Event ID 2725).  
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) preferred method of consultation (Event ID 612). Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) 
registered their contact information with ConocoPhillips Australia via the Stay Connected Consultation Survey (Event ID 1076) and requested to receive updates regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1157, 1205, 1637, 1728, 1741, 2625, 3050, 
3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) provided feedback(s) regarding the consultation process via email (Event IDs: 1803, 1804) and 
telephone (Event ID 1035), which was responded to by email (Event ID 2725). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event IDs 3050, 4392). 
 
Public comment period 
Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through 
email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an 
effective comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment 
process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN), with 4 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through 
Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 4958). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the 
‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5117). 
 
Further consultation (following submission on the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)    
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, Otway Coastal Environment 
Action Network (OCEAN) emailed requesting information on how the Environment Plan had been amended since the implementation of the Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan in August 2024 (Event IDs: 5521, 
5526). Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) requested copies of correspondence from NOPSEMA regarding the assessment process and requesting to be registered as a relevant person (if not 
already) (Event ID 6225). ConocoPhillips Australia replied as well as confirmed relevant person status (Event ID 6227). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email 
correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 



During the consultation process, information was provided to Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 612) 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 612). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 612).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 977, 1157, 1637).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 612).  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 3181). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN). The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 242 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) between 13 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a 
period of 88 days).  
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all assertion(s) and concern(s) was provided in April 2023 (Event ID 2725), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 A formal response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5117).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Otway Coastal Environment Action Network (OCEAN) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance 
with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

21 2725, 1076 Relevant person queried whether there will be additional 
consultation as they are away for the proposed meetings. 
Relevant person provided feedback regarding the time frame 
for the notice of meetings and how they have been 
advertised. 

We appreciate that this round of consultation has been arranged at short notice, however, we thought it 
imperative to continue to seek relevant persons without delay, so that they can be involved in consultation from 
the outset. Please be assured that we will be hosting further information sessions over the coming weeks and 
months, in addition to the ongoing online consultation via our consultation hub at 
https://www.conocophillips.com.au/what-we-do/otway-basin/. 
The community information sessions were advertised through the following channels: 
• Local newspapers (Combden Timboon Coast Times; The Standard; Portland Observer; Colac Herald) in the 
week prior. 
• Radio advertisements x 4 daily on local radio stations (Coast FM; 3YB; Mixx FM 106.3; 3CS; Mixx FM 88.9 + 
93.7; and 3HA) up to and including the day of the event.  
• Direct emails to registered stakeholders who live in the area (sourced via our database using postal 
addresses).  
• Via Seafood Industry Victoria who emailed their members on our behalf to inform them of the sessions. 
• Via targeted Facebook posts to our followers. 
• Via our consultation hub (promotion of dates and venues).  
We would be pleased to provide an online briefing for OCEAN or to arrange a local meeting with you and 
representatives of the OCEAN network at a mutually convenient time over the coming weeks, so please let me 
know if you would like to arrange a briefing/meeting or would like more information about the details provided 
above. 

1418 1035 Relevant person requested clarification about the dual Apollo 
Bay community information session held on 20 April, 
specifically questioning why it was a combined presentation 
and if there were two Environmental Plans. 

ConocoPhillips Australia explained that the joint presentation sought to minimise consultation fatigue and both 
projects introduced before the separate presentations. 

1423 1803 Relevant person expressed dissatisfaction with the short 
notice given for an information session, citing it as 
unreasonable due to school holidays and other planned 
events. They also requested information on where the 
meeting was advertised. 

ConocoPhillips Australia confirmed that consultation period was arranged at a shorter notice than usual. 
ConocoPhillips Australia also confirmed that community information sessions had been advertised via multiple 
means such as: 
 
• Local newspapers (Combden Timboon Coast Times; The Standard; Portland Observer; Colac Herald) in the 
week prior.  
• Radio advertisements x 4 daily on local radio stations (Coast FM; 3YB; Mix FM 106.3; 3CS; Mix FM 88.9 + 93.7; 
and 3HA) up to and including the day of the event.  
• Direct emails to registered stakeholders who live in the area (sourced via our database using postal 
addresses).  
• Via Seafood Industry Victoria who emailed their members on our behalf to inform them of the sessions.  
• Via targeted Facebook posts to our followers.  
• Via our consultation hub (promotion of dates and venues).   
 
(Event ID: 2725, 18/04/2023) 

1424 1804 The relevant person criticized the inappropriate advertising in 
Colac and irrelevant social media pages. They also pointed 
out the timing issue of an ad release in the Apollo Bay News 
Sheet, which coincided with the day of a meeting. 

ConocoPhillips Australia confirmed that consultation period was arranged at a shorter notice than usual, 
however ConocoPhillips Australia also confirmed that community information sessions had been advertised via 
multiple means such as: 
 
• Local newspapers (Combden Timboon Coast Times; The Standard; Portland Observer; Colac Herald) in the 
week prior.  
• Radio advertisements x 4 daily on local radio stations (Coast FM; 3YB; Mix FM 106.3; 3CS; Mix FM 88.9 + 93.7; 
and 3HA) up to and including the day of the event.  



• Direct emails to registered stakeholders who live in the area (sourced via our database using postal 
addresses).  
• Via Seafood Industry Victoria who emailed their members on our behalf to inform them of the sessions.  
• Via targeted Facebook posts to our followers.  
• Via our consultation hub (promotion of dates and venues).   
 
(Event ID: 2725, 18/04/2023) 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

560 4958, 5117 Consultation has been unclear for the community of Apollo 
Bay with Regia conflating the two proposals for 
ConocoPhillips and CGG. Most of the people who attended 
these sessions came away not realising that there were two 
separate proposals or what they involved. This is not 
acceptable. OCEAN would like to spend more time on this 
submission but it has come at a very busy time of the year for 
us. The EP is not easily understood by the lay person and it is 
800 pages long. We feel this is and  intentional action by the 
proponent and we object to this tactic. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims that there was community confusion about proponents 
during the consultation process to be of high merit.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has been committed to respectfully engaging with Otway stakeholders to 
understand how their functions, interests and activities and the unique values and sensitivities of the 
environmental planning area may interact with aspects of our activity. We have sought to integrate 
consultation feedback into our plans and activities, to reduce the impact of our operations and 
contribute to meaningful economic development. ConocoPhillips welcomed feedback on our 
performance to these values.  During consultation we invited feedback on how we could improve our 
engagement with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected by the proposed activities 
during the development of the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia encouraged all potentially relevant 
persons to consider being involved in the relevant persons consultation phase, prior to the submission 
of the EP to NOPSEMA.  During this phase individuals and organisations had the opportunity to 
provide information (that we may have otherwise been unaware of), that improved our understanding 
of the existing environment, the assessment of environmental impacts and risks and the development 
of control measures for the activity. We recognise and appreciate the value that local knowledge can 
provide through consultation and public comment. 

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises that the thorough assessment of impacts and risks associated with 
the proposed activity results in the EP being a lengthy document. We undertook to inform 
consultation through the provision of a range of documents providing different levels of detail 
including: 

- abridged information sheets, project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk 
assessment and an EP Summary, as well as 



- draft EP chapters in full, which contained detailed impact and risk assessments.  

Consultation fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages 
of consultation (e.g. EVENT IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia 
sought to undertake collaborative engagement. As outlined in section 3.3 of the Environment Plan, 
this resulted in confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting in the cessation of 
collaborative engagement approaches in certain locations. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips 
Australia recorded 60 discrete objections, claims, statements or feedback relating to seismic 
acquisition associated with marine seismic surveys (REG16B; 15, 25, 28, 31, 32, 33, 35, 39, 61, 62, 67, 71, 
106, 110, 112, 113, 138, 149, 154, 155, 156, 158, 184, 185, 192, 193, 199, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 207, 
208, 211, 227, 235, 237, 245, 248, 249, 250, 251, 253, 254, 256, 263, 264, 265,280, 290, 294, 334, 362, 
363, 369, 376, 392, 393,400) responses provided advised that a marine seismic survey was not part of 
the proposed activity for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and provided information about 
proponents in the region proposing seismic surveys.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim. 

558 4958, 5117 Apart from the impact on coastal communities the event of a 
spill would be catastrophic for the marine ecosystems in the 
Otway Basin and beyond. The proposed exploration sites and 
test drilling areas within the operational area and the 
Environment That May Be Affected (EMBA) hold significant 
ecological importance, particularly within the expansive 
South-East Marine Region. Encompassing over 1.6 million 
square kilometres, this region features diverse shallow and 
deep-water habitats, including the vital Bonney Upwelling 
and the Bass Strait Cascade, supporting a plethora of marine 
life. The EMBA intersects with multiple Biologically Important 
Areas (BIAs), hosting iconic species like the pygmy blue 
whale, southern right whale, fin whale, sei whale, and the 
Australian sea lion, alongside marine turtles, elasmobranchs, 
and various other species. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the environmental significance of the Otway 
bioregion where the activities associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are proposed to 
occur to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to the 
marine region were adequately assessed. 

Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a manner that is 
consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). ConocoPhillips Australia 
considers the values and sensitivities relevant to the assessment of impacts associated with Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program as per the EPBC Act and the Environment Regulations, to be:  

• presence of Listed threatened species and ecological communities  

• presence of Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements)  

• values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment  

• values of World heritage properties  

• values of National heritage places  

• ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland  

• other values include social, economic and cultural values.  

These requirements are described in Section 5.4.2 of the EP.  

Chapter 4 of the EP has been prepared in accordance with the NOPSEMA (2020) Guidance Note 
‘Environment Plan Content Requirement’ and describes what is known of the existing ecological, 
physical, social, economic and cultural environment of the operational areas and the environment that 
may be affected (EMBA). These descriptions include, for example, threatened species and associated 
Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) (EP Section 4.6), conservation values and sensitivities such as 



Australian Marine Parks (EP Section 4.4.1), Parks and the Bonney Coast Upwelling Key Ecological 
Feature (EP Section 4.4.9.1). 

As described in EP Section 4.3 (Regional Environmental Setting), the Otway marine bioregion is an area 
of cool temperate waters which originate from the Southern Ocean with slow to moderate currents 
and high wave energy. Nutrient-rich waters characterise the region supporting high species diversity 
and ecological productivity. The description of the environment detailed in EP Chapter 4 is then used 
to inform the impact and risk assessments, in Chapters 6 and 7, to ensure that the values and 
sensitivities of the operational areas and EMBAs are fully considered.  

Like most industries, petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. 
Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific 
studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information gathered through the consultation 
process, including information on existing pressures and threats. These objectives are critical to the 
protection of the marine environment, marine ecosystems and marine fauna from negative impacts 
associated with offshore petroleum activities. EP Chapter 5, Section 5.6.2 defines the ALARP decision 
making process utilised in the development of this EP. 

To ensure that environmental impacts and risks will be of an acceptable level, operators are required 
to develop Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPOs) which provide a measurable level of 
performance for the management of environmental aspects of an activity. A complete list of EPOs and 
associated Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria can be found in EP 
Chapter 9. 

 

The EP has not been updated in response to this claim. 

555 4958, 5117 Our fishing industries, tourism and our enjoyment of the 
coast would be impacted. Our community does not benefit 
from this offshore industry but we have much to lose in the 
event of a well blow out. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding potential risks associated with a spills during the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of these risks. 

The potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-economic activities which use 
these environments (such as tourism, recreational activities and fisheries) have been taken into 
consideration in the risk assessment process. As stated within Section 7.7.6, the risk rating of a loss of 
well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users' has been rated as Medium. A risk rating 
of ‘Medium’ indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the potential sensitivities of 
these receptors and specific control measures need to be developed to lower the likelihood of the risk 
and potential consequences. 

The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the EP identify the measures ConocoPhillips 
Australia will implement to ensure the risk of a spill are reduced, and the potential consequences in 
the event of a spill are also mitigated.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. In the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, 
ConocoPhillips is required to hold financial assurance and accountability for credible costs, expenses, 
and third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their activities. As stated 
within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that 
this financial assurance includes costs for operational response to contamination, clean-up and 



remediation of the environment, including environmental monitoring of the potential impacts. This 
control measure has been developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial assurance 
for petroleum titles’ and international compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Funds. 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a 
project specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response 
capability and strategies that will be implemented in the unlikely event of a spill. AMOSC was also 
commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a 
Shoreline Protection and Clean-up Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the specific 
sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure 
any impacts are lowered.  These documents all contribute to the precautionary measures that 
ConocoPhillips is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event during the activity are mitigated.  

Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within Section 7.7.6 
of the EP. These measures have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill 
response specialists and align with standard industry practices. This risk assessment process ensures 
the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP).     

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have 
been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have 
been made to the EP in response to these claims. 

547 4958, 5117 OCEAN is a network of community groups located along the 
coast of the Otway Basin and the Great Ocean Road. Our 
group is represented in Ocean Grove, Aireys Inlet, Apollo Bay 
and Warrnambool. We are linked by the common goal to 
protect our coastline and our homes from environmental 
damage. The risk of a well blow out is very real and concerning 
for us. If there was a well blow out or severe spill our lives 
would be impacted at many levels. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding potential risks associated with a spill during the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of these risks. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not consider an oil spill to be an acceptable outcome of the project. The 
potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-economic activities which use these 
environments (such as tourism, recreational activities, fisheries, and cultural practices) have been taken 
into consideration in the risk assessment process. As stated within Section 7.7.6, the risk rating of a loss of 
well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users’ has been rated as Medium. A risk rating of 
‘Medium’ indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the potential sensitivities of these 
receptors and specific control measures need to be developed to lower the likelihood of the risk and 
potential consequences. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. In the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, 
ConocoPhillips is required to hold financial assurance and accountability for credible costs, expenses, and 
third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their activities. As stated within 
Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that this 
financial assurance includes costs for operational response to contamination, clean-up and remediation 
of the environment, including environmental monitoring of the potential impacts. This control measure 
has been developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ 
and international compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution Compensation Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a 
project specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response 
capability and strategies that will be implemented in the unlikely event of a spill. AMOSC was also 
commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a 
Shoreline Protection and Clean-up Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the specific 
sensitive areas that may be impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure any 



impacts are lowered.  These documents all contribute to the precautionary measures that ConocoPhillips 
is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event during the activity are mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within Section 7.7.6 of 
the EP. These measures have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response 
specialists and align with standard industry practices. This risk assessment process ensures the risks 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made 
to the EP in response to these claims. 

 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

612 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

977 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and 
relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed 
activities.  

1076 15/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Comment 

INCOMING SOCIAL PINPOINT COMMENT: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling 
program in the Otway Basin: 
• Individual has stated that they would like to join the mailing list and maintain being updated. 
• Individual requested information regarding additional consultations. 
• Individual expressed that there was not enough time to arrange attendances. 
• Individual requested further information on how the notice of the meetings was advertised. 

1803 17/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual regarding late notice of meeting and requesting further information.  



2725 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual advising reasons for short notice and where meetings were advertised. Offered to arrange a 
briefing/meeting at convenience. 

1804 21/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual stating that: advertising on social media pages is not relevant to coastal residents and wasn't appropriate. 
Individual asked to be contacted and provided number for a query to be clarified which wasn't covered in meeting.  

1035 28/04/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: From individual regarding consultation approach.  
1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  



• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 



1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the 
sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

4422 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with details of second community meeting and attached flyer including date, time and location. 
1742 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with details of second community meeting and attached flyer including date, time and location. 
4431 19/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting further contact for CGG Regia. 
4430 19/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting further contact information for CGG Regia. 
1761 19/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising contact information for CGG Regia. 
3942 19/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in regard to receiving contact details of team member for CGG Regia. 
1805 20/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to organise in-person meeting with CGG Regia. Personal contact information shared by individual. 
4428 17/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in requesting information to be forwarded to contact at CGG Regia. 
4429 19/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising who will be supporting the community session. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 



.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4958 18/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5117 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as a response to objections and claims.  

 
Attached: 
• Official Letter of Response 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5521 5/08/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting information on how the EP has been amended since the implementation of the Southern Right 
Whale Recovery Plan. Individual asked: 
- How do the changes differ from the EP that was submitted prior to the SRW recovery plan came into effect. 

5522 6/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to recent query. Team member commented: 
- Email has been forwarded to the project team. 
- A response will be provided shortly. 

5526 13/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response previous enquiry. Information provided included: 
 
- The DRAFT Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan was considered in the preparation of the Environment Plan (EP) before submission to 
NOPSEMA. 
- COP expect NOPSEMA may seek additional information due to the NEW Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan taking effect after the submission 
of the EP. 
- COP will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide updates of any changes or new 
information, as it becomes available. 
 
A link was provided to NOPSEMA’s website for further information. 

6225 18/10/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting copies of correspondence from NOPSEMA regarding the assessment process and requesting 
to be registered as a relevant person (if not already).  

6227 21/10/2024 Email OUTGOING: EMAIL: Sent to individual in response previous enquiry. Information provided included: 
- Confirmed that OCEAN is registered as a relevant person for this project (as per email on 13 March 2023) 
- Confirmed that the EP is under assessment with NOPSEMA.  
- Noted that during assessment, NOPSEMA makes reasonable enquiries to assist its process and that we do not share this correspondence, but 

that all changes to the proposed activities are communicated to relevant persons. 
- Provided links to the latest Project Updates 
- Confirmed that ConocoPhillips will continue to provide OCEAN with updates. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 



 



Wilderness Society – ORG ID 524 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Wilderness Society was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Wilderness Society was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Wilderness Society is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Wilderness Society is an eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, specifically an Australian, community-based, not-for-profit non-governmental 
environmental advocacy organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the important work that Wilderness Society does in protecting, promoting and restoring wilderness and natural processes. The consultation process with Wilderness Society 
was highly involved and resulted in many feedback(s) received from Wilderness Society, and responses and further information provided by ConocoPhillips Australia. ConocoPhillips Australia recognised the many 
questions and concerns held by the Wilderness Society and so expanded the scale of the consultation exercise to seek to answer those questions and address those concerns comprehensively. In the course of 
consultation, Wilderness Society communicated to ConocoPhillips Australia its fundamental objection to the proposed activities (Feedback ID 1096) and agreements were not able to be reached across all aspects 
of consultation or environmental management between ConocoPhillips Australia and Wilderness Society, however the consultation did result in mutually beneficial outcomes to better protect the environment. 
ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback(s) and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Table 6-1 (Feedback ID 1009); Table 7-8 (Feedback ID 397); Table 7-39 (Feedback IDs: 489, 
490); Section 1.4 (Feedback IDs: 376, 1122); Section 4 (Feedback ID 574); Section 5.6.2 (Feedback ID 591); Section 6.6.7 (Feedback IDs: 377, 396); Section 10.1.2.3 (Feedback ID 399); CM08: Fauna Management Plan 
(Feedback ID 574); and CM11: Procurement Vetting Process (with onshore processing) (Feedback IDs: 384, 387). Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes included in ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan were also detailed in response to feedback(s) raised. During public comment period, Wilderness Society were the authors of one of the two campaign emails that ConocoPhillips Australia 
received. 

Consultation process 
Consultation period with Wilderness Society leading to submission of the Environment Plan for public comment (03 March 2023 – 09 November 2023) 
Wilderness Society attended a community session held at King Island in March 2023, where ConocoPhillips Australia started its initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event 
ID 1085). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Wilderness Society’s preferred method of consultation. Wilderness Society registered their contact information with ConocoPhillips Australia via the Stay 
Connected Consultation Survey (Event ID 832) and requested to receive updates regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program from ConocoPhillips Australia (Event IDs: 2986, 5236). 
Wilderness Society shared a survey of King Island residents and additional links to various responses to the Australian Energy Market Operator’s 2023 Gas Statement of Opportunities (Event IDs: 1777, 4439), which 
ConocoPhillips Australia responded to by email (Event ID 709). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Wilderness Society with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1637, 2625, 
3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). Wilderness Society requested a copy of the draft Environment Plan from ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 4438), which was provided in a campaign 
email for review and comment (Event ID 3181). Wilderness Society emailed feedback(s) related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities (Event ID 3480), and ConocoPhillips Australia responded 
requesting a meeting to discuss the feedback(s) (Event ID 4446). Wilderness Society had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia in October 2023 (Event ID 4359). ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
Wilderness Society with a formal written response regarding their feedback and objections and claims in October and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4527, 4637).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event IDs: 4392, 4441). 
 
Public comment period 
Wilderness Society were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 
4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional 
email (Event ID 4879) informed Wilderness Society that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 public comment submissions from Wilderness Society, with 33 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table 
below (Event IDs: 4959, 4922, 4932, 4917, 4930). 
 



In February 2024 ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Wilderness Society following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback and objections and claims (Event ID 5099), and a 
revised response after the refinement and narrowing of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in July 2024 (Event ID 5475). 
 
Further consultation (following submission on the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023)   
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with the Wilderness Society including after the closure of the public comment period. In March 2024, Wilderness Society attended a webinar hosted by 
ConocoPhillips Australia relating to how public comment(s) were considered in the development of the Environment Plan (Event ID 5239). Wilderness Society emailed ConocoPhillips Australia in July 2024 with 
additional feedback(s) (Event ID 5514), which ConocoPhillips Australia replied to in a formal written response (Event ID 5527). A summary of the received feedback and provided response can be found within 
Feedback IDs: 807 - 820.  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Wilderness Society to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 15 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 1085, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1085, 1157, 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 1085, 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 1085, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1085, 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 1085, 1637). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event IDs: 3181, 4359). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 

 
Additional tailored information provided to Wilderness Society with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to: 
 Information regarding light control and flaring, site selection criteria, and timing as a mitigation measure (Event ID 4359). 
 Environment Performance Outcomes for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 4359). 
 Unexploded Ordnance (Event ID 4359). 
 Atmospheric Emissions: Assessment, Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes (Event ID 4359). 
 Planned Operational Discharges: Assessment, Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes (Event ID 4359). 
 Planned Drilling Discharges: Assessment, Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes (Event ID 4359). 
 Credible Spill Scenarios (Deterministic Modelling) (Event ID 4359). 
 Potential Risks of Activity: Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release (Event ID 4359). 
 Understanding where hydrocarbons might go under different conditions (Stochastic Modelling) (Event ID 4359). 
 Modelling for Largest Volume of Hydrocarbons Ashore (Event ID 4359). 
 Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (Event ID 4359). 
 Light Emissions: Assessment, Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes (Event ID 4359). 
 Underwater Sound, Non-impulsive and Impulsive: Assessment, Examples, Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes (Event ID 4359). 
 Impact to Coastal Communities, Light Emissions and other Marine and Coastal Users (Event ID 4359). 
 Implementation Strategy (Event ID 4359) 
 Revised operational and title areas map, including specific notice of the exclusion of the Zeehan Marine Park (Event ID 5510). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 8 information(s) from Wilderness Society. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Wilderness Society received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Wilderness Society between 15 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 135 days). 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4527, 4637), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 In February 2024 ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Wilderness Society following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback and objections and claims (Event ID 5099), and a 

revised response after the refinement and narrowing of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in July 2024 (Event ID 5475). 
 Record of response to feedback(s) previously raised by Wilderness Society, and additional information and actions ConocoPhillips Australia have taken (Event ID 5527) that address new concerns raised by 

Wilderness Society’s letter dated 26 July 2024 (Event ID 5514). A summary of the received feedback and provided response can be found within Feedback IDs: 807 - 820. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Wilderness Society to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Wilderness Society raised 46 objection(s) and claim(s); as well as 2 request(s) and 3 statement(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 
819 5514, 5527 RP maintains that ConocoPhillips Australia has not yet completed consultation 

with the RP as there have been no further meetings to discuss previous 
concerns. 

See response to Item 2 above (Feedback ID 808) and previous responses to the same issue 
raised about consultation provided by ConocoPhillips Australia to WS in public comment 
feedback dated 21 February 2024, including meeting with the Lead Environmental Advisor to 
discuss objections and answer questions on 3 October 2023 (Event ID 4359). 

1420 1778 The results of the EMRS survey, which showed 94% of King Island respondents 
opposing fossil fuel activities in their waters, are expected to be more 
comprehensive than the consultation conducted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
This raises questions about the company's response to such opposition. 

Thanked RP for insights about the EMRS survey, explained commitment to continuous 
improvement and consideration to external feedback and the learnings that can be applied to 
future consultation and engagement programs. (Event ID: 714) 

1451 4441 Relevant person indicated that their interests go beyond the Orange Bellied 
Parrot and World Heritage Area. They suggested a follow-up meeting after 
ConocoPhillips Australia has reviewed their initial letter. 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded via email addressing claims (Event ID: 4527) and 
continued to encourage ongoing engagement. 

1526 3480, 4527 Relevant persons asserted that attempts to reduce the number of relevant 
persons consulted fails the requirements. 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with assertions related to attempts to minimise the 
number of relevant persons consulted with in preparation of the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia 
undertook to identify and consult with relevant persons within the environmental planning 
area that was informed by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) for the broadest 
possible extent of risks. 



 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID  Summary of Information Company Response 
1250 1085 Relevant person expressed the prevailing view that the Island 

bears most of the project risk without reaping any of the 
benefits. 

At a community forum convened by ConocoPhillips Australia (15/3/2023; Event ID 1085), the local Mayor 
shared the perception that the Island carried the majority of the risk for the project but received none of the 
benefits.  A general discussion followed on what meaningful economic benefit could look like for an 
exploration drilling campaign and that while economic benefit was usually assessed on a state/ national level, 
there were potential opportunities that could be considered such as local purchasing arrangements and the 
role of Council in providing advice as to what meaningful economic benefit could look like. ConocoPhillips 
continued to consult with Council with a further 26 recorded interactions. 

1251 1085 Relevant person stated that the council owns and operates the 
airport, emphasizing its importance for aviation safety and as 
critical infrastructure for the Island. They also expressed hopes 
to attract larger operators, such as QANTAS Link, to boost 
economic growth. 

At a community forum convened by ConocoPhillips Australia (15/3/2023; Event ID 1085), the local Mayor 
raised the issue of whether potential use of King Island Airport would be seen as a benefit or nuisance to the 
community by adding additional air traffic. Examples were given as to how smaller airports have been used 
as supply bases, FIFO hubs and refuelling bases in exploration drilling campaigns previously. 

1252 1085 Relevant person identified wild kelp harvesters and the fishing 
industry as immediately impacted industries in such events. 
They also mentioned that there are approximately 50 contract 
or freelance kelp harvesters on the island. 

ConocoPhillips Australia facilitated a community drop-in session held on 15/03/23 and addressed many of 
the claims, objections and questions raised by relevant individuals in attendance. Event ID 1085; Doc ID 4226. 
These were documented and incorporated into the EP. 

1386 3480 Relevant person stated that due to limited resources for 
responding to consultation requests from industry, a review 
period of 4 to 6 weeks will be needed for the recently released 
chapters. 

Noted. 

1387 3480 Relevant person stated that The Wilderness Society Ltd (TWS) 
has long-standing interests and activities related to the 
protection and preservation of the health, biodiversity, and 
function of marine ecosystems in Commonwealth and State 
waters relevant to the proposal. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (20/9/2023: Event ID 3480) received information related to the functions, interests 
and activities of the Wilderness Society relating to marine ecosystems, coastal environments; protection of 
non-marine species; and benthic impacts. The organisation was consulted as a Relevant Person. 

1388 3480 Relevant person stated that TWS has a longstanding role and 
interest in protecting coastal environments in Tasmania and 
Victoria, as well as the integrity of the Tasmanian Wilderness 
World Heritage Area, including its wilderness values. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (20/9/2023: Event ID 3480) received information related to the functions, interests 
and activities of the Wilderness Society relating to marine ecosystems, coastal environments; protection of 
non-marine species; and benthic impacts. The organisation was consulted as a Relevant Person. 

1389 3480 Relevant person mentioned that TWS carries out significant 
activities related to the protection of non-marine species, 
notably the critically endangered orange-bellied parrot, which 
is relevant to the proposal. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (20/9/2023: Event ID 3480) received information related to the functions, interests 
and activities of the Wilderness Society relating to marine ecosystems, coastal environments; protection of 
non-marine species; and benthic impacts. The organisation was consulted as a Relevant Person. 

1390 3480 Relevant person pointed out that benthic impacts, including on 
the Zeehan MP, are referred to as potential risks, but they 
should be considered as measurable impacts that will occur, 
specifically referring to seabed destruction and disturbance. 

The scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in ConocoPhillips Australia’s EP have been refined 
through consultation and environmental assessments, leading to a reduction in the size of the operational 
areas. The Zeehan Marine Park is now outside of the operational areas. 

 
 

 

 

 



Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

376 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
timeline ConocoPhillips is 
seeking approval for the 
proposed drilling program as 
approval should not be sought 
until proposed drilling 
locations have been 
determined. Relevant person 
expressed specific concern 
regarding the overlap of the 
project area with Zeehan 
marine park as drilling would 
likely impact (benthic habitats, 
integrity of the marine park, 
migratory species). 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine mammal 
surveys since 2021 to  
produce contemporary data that supports effective decision-
making in the Otway Basin. This  
research continues to improve knowledge on the 
presence/absence, distribution and  
behaviours of key species during and outside of known peak 
seasons. Data has been made  
available to government agencies to support the BIA review, and 
research organisations, and  
has been used to inform the development of the Environment 
Plan, for example, see section  
4.6.9.2.  
We would appreciate hearing from the TWS in regard to any 
other mitigation measures that  
could be considered.  

Review and update of information in 
EP section 1.4: 
Specific locations for seabed surveys 
and exploration drilling have yet to 
be confirmed. The process for 
selecting final survey and drilling 
locations involves the completion of 
seismic data processing, 
interpretation of the data to select 
targets with a high probability of 
success, and analysis of the efficiency 
of the drilling program to confirm 
resources with the least amount of 
wells, to minimise potential impacts 
and risks associated with each. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to assess 
the environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling activities that may occur 
anywhere within broader operational 
areas associated with petroleum 
titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures 
that the impacts and risks associated 
with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in an 
overestimation of impacts and risks. 
However, a precautionary approach 
is being taken that assesses worst-
case impacts and applies appropriate 
control measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 

377 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided view 
that it was preferrable to 
specify precise drilling 
locations. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in permit 
T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data for parts 
of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of drilling 
locations. This process will take some time and, as we work 
toward defining candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is proceeding to develop an Environment Plan that 
assesses environmental impacts and risks associated with 
exploration activities over larger operational areas to ensure that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and 
drilling locations are assessed.  

Additional information added to 
section 6.6.7 of the EP to provide 
clarify around the process followed 
to assess the variability of timing. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

 
Drilling is not proposed anywhere within the EMBA, but rather 
the smaller operational areas. It is not a requirement to have 
confirmed drilling locations prior to undertaking the EP process, 
and ConocoPhillips Australia is assessing the potential 
environmental impacts and risks for the maximum possible 
environment that may be affected. 
 
With a multi-well campaign, with multiple prospects likely, and a 
large geographic area it would be inappropriate to select specific 
well locations without inviting input from relevant persons, and 
the public. To receive this input from the public we must first 
make a submission to allow for a completeness check and for 
NOPSEMA to invite public comment. This is consistent with best 
practice consultation i.e., to be informed by the consultation 
before deciding on drilling locations. As discussed in our meeting 
of 3 October 2023, we understand that this may result in an 
overestimation of impacts and risks that are specific to your 
functions, interests and activities. 
 
However, we are applying a precautionary approach and request 
you provide feedback in relation to potential interactions over 
the larger operational areas, and the broader Environmental 
Planning Area, to ensure that we can address any concerns you 
may have. 

378 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person advised that 
they believe combining a 5-
year drilling program into one 
EP is inappropriate, specifically 
in the context of escalating 
impacts of climate change on 
marine environments and 
threatened marine species. 
Relevant person provided 
feedback that the receiving 
environment of this proposal 
could change significantly over 
the life of the proposed 
project. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in permit 
T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic data for parts 
of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification of drilling 
locations. This process will take some time and, as we work 
toward defining candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is proceeding to develop an Environment Plan that 
assesses environmental impacts and risks associated with 
exploration activities over larger operational areas to ensure that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and 
drilling locations are assessed.  Drilling is not proposed anywhere 
within the EMBA, but rather the smaller operational areas. It is 
not a requirement to have confirmed drilling locations prior to 
undertaking the EP process, and ConocoPhillips Australia is 
assessing the potential environmental impacts and risks for the 
maximum possible environment that may be affected. 
 
As discussed in our meeting of 3 October 2023, we understand 
that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks that 
are specific to your functions, interests and activities. However, 
we are applying a precautionary approach that assesses worst-
case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across 
the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that 

This requirement is reflected in the 
Implementation Strategy, namely 
section 10.2.7 Management of 
Change, and control measure CM09: 
Drilling Program which require 
assessment against the management 
of change process prior to the 
commencement of the drilling 
campaign and during the campaign 
to maintain an acceptable 
level/ALARP. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

are as low as reasonably practicable. 
 
In regard to the statement "The risk to all listed marine fauna 
cannot be reduced due to variability in timing of environmentally 
sensitive periods": 
If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant 
published injury and/or behavioural disturbance impact criteria 
inside a Foraging Area, titleholders should firstly evaluate all 
feasible measures to avoid times of the year when blue whales 
are likely to be foraging.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all listed 
marine fauna cannot be avoided due to variability in timing of 
environmentally sensitive periods and unpredictable presence of 
some species, with blue whales typically present in foraging areas 
in higher numbers between November and May, and southern 
right whale typically present in Australian waters from early April 
to early November. Therefore, there is no period where 
avoidance of both species is possible.  
 
If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there 
are requirements of the EPBC Act and the NOPSEMA EPBC Act-
endorsed Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act 
inconsistently’ with EPBC Act instruments, such as a recovery 
plan (e.g. the Conservation Management Plan for Blue Whales 
(CMP)).    
 
Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of 
confidence, that requirements of the CMP will be met, approvals 
documentation needs to include content such as:  
• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment; 
• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that will be 
effective in detecting whales over the extent and duration of 
predicted impacts, including provision for detection measures to 
be scalable based on triggers such as activity timing and 
location, and whale sighting data; and 
• associated management measures that are likely to be effective 
at preventing unacceptable impacts over the extent and duration 
scales informed by impact predictions and whale detection data 
gathered during the activity.  
 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess 
impacts to these species from the exploration drilling program 
and has made commitments to implement a Marine Mammal 
Adaptive Management Plan that includes whale detection and 
management measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats 
to all whales, with a particular focus on blue whales and southern 
right whales given the activity overlaps relevant biologically 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

important areas. The Marine Mammal Adaptive Management 
Plan includes specific controls including increased safe operating 
distances, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time 
and low visibility controls and the establishment of safe points for 
operational activities.  ConocoPhillips Australia must be able to 
demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the adopted monitoring and 
mitigation measures will be effective over the extent and 
duration of predicted impacts and will be scalable, and that 
associated management measures are likely to be effective at 
preventing unacceptable impacts during the activity.  
 
More information on NOPSEMAs guidance can be found here: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/blue-whale-conservation-
management-plan-faqs  

379 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person considered 
activities outside of the 
petroleum activity be 
considered in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Contrary to your assertion, combining activities is more 
appropriate because the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 
plans can be assessed. The benefits of such an approach allow 
for the full consideration of impacts and risks across time, rather 
than the alternative of bifurcating the approvals process which 
could lead to criticism of deliberately lessening the nature and 
scale of the activity. Further, relevant persons may be affected in 
different ways if they were consulted on one well, then another, 
and another etc. versus if they knew the full extent of the 
activities. Also, not only does this allow each relevant person to 
be fully informed, it reduces the burden on them.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of 
emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the 
scope of the proposed activity are from the operation of aircraft, 
vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that 
hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected direct GHG 
emissions are estimated to be approximately 83 kT CO2-e over 
the project life assuming realistic operational condition (typical 
drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two 
wells at maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add 
to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when 
compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale 
and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is also required to ensure that 
temporary and permanent changes to the organisation, 
personnel, systems, procedures, equipment, products, materials 
and/or critical assumptions (including science) are identified and 
managed so that impacts and risks remain ALARP and at an 
acceptable level for the duration of the activity. In accordance 
with Regulation 17 of the Environment Regulations (2009), 
ConocoPhillips Australia will undertake a review of the EP to 
ensure changes in legislation, science (and associated changes to 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

impact and risk assessments), consultation or other management 
requirements are accounted for and assessed on a regular basis 
to maintain an acceptable level/ALARP. 
 
This requirement is reflected in the Implementation Strategy, 
namely section 10.2.7 Management of Change, and control 
measure CM09: Drilling Program which require assessment 
against the management of change process prior to the 
commencement of the drilling campaign and during the 
campaign to maintain an acceptable level/ALARP. 

380 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
assessment of risks associated 
with the proposal as some risks 
assessed as 'moderate' are 
under-represented. Relevant 
person expressed confusion 
regarding the risk matrix and 
queried why the likelihood 
assessment is focused on what 
has or hasn't happened over a 
12-month period. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS 
Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities 
occurring outside the operational areas a governed under the 
Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
 
We have undertaken to review and can confirm that appropriate 
maritime controls are in place for other activities that will not be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: 
A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain a 
safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation 
Act 2012). Further, under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) persons 
undertaking any activity that results in the unintentional death or 
injury of a cetacean in or beyond the Australian Whale Sanctuary, 
i.e. vessels and the drilling rig outside of the operational areas, 
must notify the Secretary of the Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment and Water within seven days of 
becoming aware of the results of your activity.  The Australian 
Whale Sanctuary includes all Commonwealth waters from the 3 
nautical mile state waters limit out to the boundary of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (i.e. out to 200 nautical miles and 
further in some places). Within the Sanctuary it is an offence to 
kill, injure or interfere with a cetacean. Severe penalties apply to 
anyone convicted of such offences. 

N/A 

381 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person requested 
confirmation that Conservation 
Advice was used to assess 
acceptability; disagreed with 
the process for comparing 
predicted impacts with 
acceptable levels, considered 
that assessments of 
acceptability in the draft EP did 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Please advise which impacts you believe are incorrectly 
characterised (noting that we do not have a ‘serious’ 
consequence category in Table 5-1: Consequence description for 
impact and risk assessment).  
 
The ConocoPhillips Australia environmental impact and risk 
assessment methodology provides a structured and 
comprehensive process for identifying, assessing and managing 
environmental impacts and risks, in the context of the EMBA, 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

not consider feedback from 
relevant persons, and that any 
and all benefits that can be 
gained to protect coastal areas 
around a WHA should not be 
defined as negligible. 

associated with an offshore petroleum activity. The methodology 
meets the requirements of the Environment Regulations and is 
consistent with: 
• Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk Management 
(AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk Management – Principles and 
Guidelines)  
• AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management System 
(EMS) – Requirements with guidance for use 
• UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-related 
decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly UKOOA, 2014) 
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline (N-
04750-GL1721, December 2022), and  
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements Guidance 
Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020).  
 
Likelihood is not just assessed against an annual frequency, but 
for a range of frequencies e.g. multiple times a year through to 
'never heard of in the industry'. This process is based on 
international standards (e.g. ISO 31000) and NOPSEMA guidance 
which suggests that “risk matrix likelihood categories are 
assigned to quantitative frequencies (e.g. at least once per year, 1 
in 10 years, 1 in 100 years, etc.) so they can be correlated with 
accident event history and failure databases. It can be very 
difficult and unreliable for persons to estimate very low 
frequency events. Options to aid in the estimation of the 
likelihood of occurrence for extremely low frequency events 
include stating the frequencies in terms of experience on the 
facility, within the company, within the industry, in all industries, 
etc.” 

382 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person requested 
confirmation that Conservation 
Advices are also used to assess 
acceptability. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips has (in addition to Recovery Plans) used 
Conservation Advices to similarly assess acceptability, for 
example Table 4.6 which lists relevant EPBC Management Plans 
including conservation advice for the whale shark, Maugean 
skate, black cod, etc; and in impacts chapters for example 
Chapter 6.4 – shy albatross, etc. 
Exploration activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. 
Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable 
levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date 
technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are 
considerate of the information gathered through the 
consultation process. 

N/A 

383 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding 
inconsistency in Chapter 6.3 
(Seabed Disturbance) as it is 
recognised that drilling may 
occur on less widespread 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

"Thank you for bringing this important area to our attention 
again. We have undertaken a review of the information in the 
draft Environment Plan chapter 6.3 Seabed Disturbance and can 
confirm the following. 
 
The T/49P permit area contains linear reef features, which are 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

rocky/coral areas (including 
potentially in the Zeehan MP), 
however impacts on these 
environments are treated 
similarly to those that may 
occur in more widespread 
benthic habitat. 

disconnected and widely interspersed with sand. It is unlikely that 
extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral 
and more diverse fauna may be present) occur within the 
operational areas. The presence of wave-sculpted sediment and 
low-profile limestone pavement reef often inundated by sand has 
been identified in the Zeehan Marine Park (DNP 2022). Further, it 
is known that unvegetated soft sediments (sand, mud and other 
unconsolidated substrates) are the dominant feature of the 
subtidal marine environment in Tasmania, comprising around 
75% of the seabed in nearshore areas (Parsons 2011). 
The T/49P operational area partially overlaps the Zeehan 
Australian Marine Park (AMP). The South-east Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Network Management Plan (2013-2023) (DNP 
2013) identifies the ecosystems, habitats, communities and sea-
floor features associated with the Western Bass Strait Shelf 
Transition and Bass Strait Shelf Provinces as major conservation 
values for the Zeehan marine reserve. The Zeehan reserve 
includes a variety of seabed habitats, including exposed 
limestone, that support rich animal communities of large 
sponges and lace coral and other, permanently fixed, 
invertebrates on the continental shelf. The rocky limestone 
provides important habitats for a variety of commercial species, 
such as the Australia’s giant crab (Pseudocarcinus gigas), and a 
nursery ground for blue warehou (Seriolella brama) and ocean 
perch (Sebastes alutus) (DNP 2013). The potential impact area 
(0.006 km2 at each well) is small compared to the size of the 
AMP (19,897 km2). Any impacts to ecological receptors, as 
described above, will be localised and short-term, and 
widespread changes to the marine environment are not 
expected. Subsequently, no changes (Negligible (1) 
consequences) to are predicted to the conservation values of the 
Zeehan AMP. 
As previously stated, extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops 
(where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) 
are unlikely to be present in the operational areas, including the 
those that overlap the Zeehan Marine Park. If, however, such 
substrates are identified during seabed surveys, the data will be 
used to support the design of future developments within the 
area. 
Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for the 
environment  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas (within 
the operational areas) 
• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 
Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. However, no additional/alternative controls 
were identified that would further reduce the impacts without 
grossly disproportionate costs or trade-offs, including 
consideration of directional drilling. Therefore, the predicted 
impacts to receptors, including the Zeehan Marine Park, from 
seabed disturbance associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP). 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no changes 
to conservation values or sensitivities; and no substantial or 
unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely 
impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, 
cultural values or human health. Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the impacts across all operational areas to be 
of an acceptable level. " 

384 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person stated that 
there appears to be insufficient 
baseline data regarding 
Tasmanian benthic habitats 
which do not warrant the 
assessments made in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that we will never be in a 
position to characterise every species of each benthic habitat 
that may be present in the area, but rather we rely on published 
peer-reviewed literature, government advice (including relevant 
management plans, conservation management plans, recovery 
plans and conservation advice, among others), and crucially 
feedback from the consultation process to inform our 
understanding of the existing environment and the impact and 
risk assessments. We are also required to take any newly 
published literature into consideration for the duration of the 
activity.  
Regarding the availability of baseline data, Boreen et al. (1993) 
examined 259 sediment samples collected over the Otway Basin 
and the Sorell Basin of the west Tasmanian margin. Samples were 
taken during two research cruises (January/February 1987 and 
March/April 1988) on the RV Rig Seismic using dredges, corers, 
grabs and a heat-flow probe. Surveys were also carried out by 
Museum Victoria on the continental shelf of the Bass Strait 
between 1979 and 1984 (Poore et al. 1985; Wilson and Poore 
1987), and with Geoscience Australia in 2003 to quantitatively 
describe and assess benthic invertebrate and sediments from 

Collect benthic samples during 
seabed surveys CM11: Procurement 
Vetting Process (with onshore 
processing) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Bass Strait.   
The T/49P permit area contains linear reef features, which are 
disconnected and widely interspersed with sand. It is unlikely that 
extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral 
and more diverse fauna may be present) occur within the 
operational areas. The presence of wave-sculpted sediment and 
low-profile limestone pavement reef often inundated by sand has 
been identified in the Zeehan Marine Park (DNP 2022). Further, it 
is known that unvegetated soft sediments (sand, mud and other 
unconsolidated substrates) are the dominant feature of the 
subtidal marine environment in Tasmania, comprising around 
75% of the seabed in nearshore areas (Parsons 2011). 
The T/49P operational area partially overlaps the Zeehan 
Australian Marine Park (AMP). The South-east Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Network Management Plan (2013-2023) (DNP 
2013) identifies the ecosystems, habitats, communities and sea-
floor features associated with the Western Bass Strait Shelf 
Transition and Bass Strait Shelf Provinces as major conservation 
values for the Zeehan marine reserve. The Zeehan reserve 
includes a variety of seabed habitats, including exposed 
limestone, that support rich animal communities of large 
sponges and lace coral and other, permanently fixed, 
invertebrates on the continental shelf. The rocky limestone 
provides important habitats for a variety of commercial species, 
such as the Australia’s giant crab (Pseudocarcinus gigas), and a 
nursery ground for blue warehou (Seriolella brama) and ocean 
perch (Sebastes alutus) (DNP 2013). The potential impact area 
(0.006 km2 at each well) is small compared to the size of the 
AMP (19,897 km2). Any impacts to ecological receptors, as 
described above, will be localised and short-term, and 
widespread changes to the marine environment are not 
expected. Subsequently, no changes to are predicted to the 
conservation values of the Zeehan AMP. 
As previously stated, extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops 
(where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) 
are unlikely to be present in the operational areas, including the 
those that overlap the Zeehan Marine Park. If, however, such 
substrates are identified during seabed surveys, the data will be 
used to support the design of future developments within the 
area. 
Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for the 
environment  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas (within 
the operational areas) 
• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 
position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 
Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. During consultation ConocoPhillips Australia 
identified that benthic samples collected during seabed surveys 
could be retained for further analysis. The cost and effort to 
retain samples collected during the seabed survey, with storage 
and transport for onshore analysis, are considered to be 
reasonable and this requirement will include this in the 
procurement process for the seabed survey. No 
additional/alternative controls were identified that would further 
reduce the impacts without grossly disproportionate costs or 
trade-offs, including consideration of directional drilling. 
Therefore, the predicted impacts to receptors, including the 
Zeehan Marine Park, from seabed disturbance associated with 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP). 
The ALARP assessment for directional drilling identified 
significant health, safety and environmental trade-offs associated 
with the increased drilling duration and increased vessel 
movements to support the longer duration resulting in: 
• increased drilling and operational discharges 
• increased underwater sound emissions 
• increased atmospheric emissions increased drilling period 
• increased risk of HSE incidents, e.g. stuck pipe events resulting 
in loss or damage of equipment and exposure to personnel to 
higher risk drilling activities. 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no changes 
to conservation values or sensitivities; and no substantial or 
unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely 
impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, 
cultural values or human health. Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the impacts across all operational areas to be 
of an acceptable level. 
Regarding reference to benthic impacts within the Zeehan MP, 
these ‘may’ occur in the event that drilling is conducted in the 
Marine Park. You are correct in stating that these ‘should be 
measurable impacts that will occur’. However, ConocoPhillips 
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objection or claim 
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Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Australia has undertaken to assess impacts and risk across the 
broader operational areas to reflect that drilling ‘may’ occur 
anywhere within that area. In the event that drilling does occur 
within the MP, then the assessed, measurable impacts, will occur. 
" 

385 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person stated that 
benthic impacts, including on 
the Zeehan MP, are referred to 
as impacts that ‘may’ occur (i.e. 
risks), when in fact they should 
be measurable impacts that 
will occur. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that we will never be in a 
position to characterise every species of each benthic habitat 
that may be present in the area, but rather we rely on published 
peer-reviewed literature, government advice (including relevant 
management plans, conservation management plans, recovery 
plans and conservation advice, among others), and crucially 
feedback from the consultation process to inform our 
understanding of the existing environment and the impact and 
risk assessments. We are also required to take any newly 
published literature into consideration for the duration of the 
activity.  
 
Regarding the availability of baseline data, Boreen et al. (1993) 
examined 259 sediment samples collected over the Otway Basin 
and the Sorell Basin of the west Tasmanian margin. Samples were 
taken during two research cruises (January/February 1987 and 
March/April 1988) on the RV Rig Seismic using dredges, corers, 
grabs and a heat-flow probe. Surveys were also carried out by 
Museum Victoria on the continental shelf of the Bass Strait 
between 1979 and 1984 (Poore et al. 1985; Wilson and Poore 
1987), and with Geoscience Australia in 2003 to quantitatively 
describe and assess benthic invertebrate and sediments from 
Bass Strait.   
 
The T/49P permit area contains linear reef features, which are 
disconnected and widely interspersed with sand. It is unlikely that 
extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral 
and more diverse fauna may be present) occur within the 
operational areas. The presence of wave-sculpted sediment and 
low-profile limestone pavement reef often inundated by sand has 
been identified in the Zeehan Marine Park (DNP 2022). Further, it 
is known that unvegetated soft sediments (sand, mud and other 
unconsolidated substrates) are the dominant feature of the 
subtidal marine environment in Tasmania, comprising around 
75% of the seabed in nearshore areas (Parsons 2011). 
 
The T/49P operational area partially overlaps the Zeehan 
Australian Marine Park (AMP). The South-east Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Network Management Plan (2013-2023) (DNP 
2013) identifies the ecosystems, habitats, communities and sea-
floor features associated with the Western Bass Strait Shelf 
Transition and Bass Strait Shelf Provinces as major conservation 
values for the Zeehan marine reserve. The Zeehan reserve 

Review and update of information in 
EP section 1.4: 
Specific locations for seabed surveys 
and exploration drilling have yet to 
be confirmed. The process for 
selecting final survey and drilling 
locations involves the completion of 
seismic data processing, 
interpretation of the data to select 
targets with a high probability of 
success, and analysis of the efficiency 
of the drilling program to confirm 
resources with the least amount of 
wells, to minimise potential impacts 
and risks associated with each. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to assess 
the environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling activities that may occur 
anywhere within broader operational 
areas associated with petroleum 
titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures 
that the impacts and risks associated 
with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in an 
overestimation of impacts and risks. 
However, a precautionary approach 
is being taken that assesses worst-
case impacts and applies appropriate 
control measures across the board to 
minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
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objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

includes a variety of seabed habitats, including exposed 
limestone, that support rich animal communities of large 
sponges and lace coral and other, permanently fixed, 
invertebrates on the continental shelf. The rocky limestone 
provides important habitats for a variety of commercial species, 
such as the Australia’s giant crab (Pseudocarcinus gigas), and a 
nursery ground for blue warehou (Seriolella brama) and ocean 
perch (Sebastes alutus) (DNP 2013). The potential impact area 
(0.006 km2 at each well) is small compared to the size of the 
AMP (19,897 km2). Any impacts to ecological receptors, as 
described above, will be localised and short-term, and 
widespread changes to the marine environment are not 
expected. Subsequently, no changes to are predicted to the 
conservation values of the Zeehan AMP. 
 
As previously stated, extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops 
(where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) 
are unlikely to be present in the operational areas, including the 
those that overlap the Zeehan Marine Park. If, however, such 
substrates are identified during seabed surveys, the data will be 
used to support the design of future developments within the 
area. 
 
Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for the 
environment.  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained.  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas (within 
the operational areas) 
• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 
position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 
Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. During consultation ConocoPhillips Australia 
identified that benthic samples collected during seabed surveys 
could be retained for further analysis. The cost and effort to 
retain samples collected during the seabed survey, with storage 
and transport for onshore analysis, are considered to be 
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ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
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reasonable and this requirement will include this in the 
procurement process for the seabed survey. No 
additional/alternative controls were identified that would further 
reduce the impacts without grossly disproportionate costs or 
trade-offs, including consideration of directional drilling. 
Therefore, the predicted impacts to receptors, including the 
Zeehan Marine Park, from seabed disturbance associated with 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP). 
 
The ALARP assessment for directional drilling identified 
significant health, safety and environmental trade-offs associated 
with the increased drilling duration and increased vessel 
movements to support the longer duration resulting in: 
• increased drilling and operational discharges 
• increased underwater sound emissions. 
• increased atmospheric emissions increased drilling period. 
• increased risk of HSE incidents, e.g. stuck pipe events resulting 
in loss or damage of equipment and exposure to personnel to 
higher risk drilling activities. 
 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no changes 
to conservation values or sensitivities; and no substantial or 
unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely 
impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, 
cultural values or human health. Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the impacts across all operational areas to be 
of an acceptable level. 
 
Regarding reference to benthic impacts within the Zeehan MP, 
these ‘may’ occur in the event that drilling is conducted in the 
Marine Park. You are correct in stating that these ‘should be 
measurable impacts that will occur’. However, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to assess impacts and risk across the 
broader operational areas to reflect that drilling ‘may’ occur 
anywhere within that area. In the event that drilling does occur 
within the MP, then the assessed, measurable impacts, will occur. 

386 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
potential for drilling to occur in 
Zeehan Marine Park and 
suggested that drilling 
locations should occur outside 
the marine park to reduce 
impacts, specifically cumulative 
impacts, to the parks integrity. 
Mitigation measures such as 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

"Thank you for bringing this important area to our attention 
again. We have undertaken a review of the information in the 
draft Environment Plan chapter 6.3 Seabed Disturbance and can 
confirm the following. 
 
The T/49P permit area contains linear reef features, which are 
disconnected and widely interspersed with sand. It is unlikely that 
extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral 
and more diverse fauna may be present) occur within the 
operational areas. The presence of wave-sculpted sediment and 

CM06: MODU Mooring Plan  



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

directional drilling were 
suggested. 

low-profile limestone pavement reef often inundated by sand has 
been identified in the Zeehan Marine Park (DNP 2022). Further, it 
is known that unvegetated soft sediments (sand, mud and other 
unconsolidated substrates) are the dominant feature of the 
subtidal marine environment in Tasmania, comprising around 
75% of the seabed in nearshore areas (Parsons 2011). 
The T/49P operational area partially overlaps the Zeehan 
Australian Marine Park (AMP). The South-east Commonwealth 
Marine Reserves Network Management Plan (2013-2023) (DNP 
2013) identifies the ecosystems, habitats, communities and sea-
floor features associated with the Western Bass Strait Shelf 
Transition and Bass Strait Shelf Provinces as major conservation 
values for the Zeehan marine reserve. The Zeehan reserve 
includes a variety of seabed habitats, including exposed 
limestone, that support rich animal communities of large 
sponges and lace coral and other, permanently fixed, 
invertebrates on the continental shelf. The rocky limestone 
provides important habitats for a variety of commercial species, 
such as the Australia’s giant crab (Pseudocarcinus gigas), and a 
nursery ground for blue warehou (Seriolella brama) and ocean 
perch (Sebastes alutus) (DNP 2013). The potential impact area 
(0.006 km2 at each well) is small compared to the size of the 
AMP (19,897 km2). Any impacts to ecological receptors, as 
described above, will be localised and short-term, and 
widespread changes to the marine environment are not 
expected. Subsequently, no changes (Negligible (1) 
consequences) to are predicted to the conservation values of the 
Zeehan AMP. 
As previously stated, extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops 
(where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) 
are unlikely to be present in the operational areas, including the 
those that overlap the Zeehan Marine Park. If, however, such 
substrates are identified during seabed surveys, the data will be 
used to support the design of future developments within the 
area. 
Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for the 
environment  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas (within 
the operational areas) 
• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 
position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 
Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. However, no additional/alternative controls 
were identified that would further reduce the impacts without 
grossly disproportionate costs or trade-offs, including 
consideration of directional drilling. Therefore, the predicted 
impacts to receptors, including the Zeehan Marine Park, from 
seabed disturbance associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP). 
The ALARP assessment for directional drilling identified 
significant health, safety and environmental trade-offs associated 
with the increased drilling duration and increased vessel 
movements to support the longer duration resulting in: 
- increased drilling and operational discharges 
- increased underwater sound emissions 
- increased atmospheric emissions increased drilling period 
- increased risk of HSE incidents, e.g. stuck pipe events resulting 
in loss or damage of equipment and exposure to personnel to 
higher risk drilling activities. 
 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no changes 
to conservation values or sensitivities; and no substantial or 
unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely 
impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, 
cultural values or human health. Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the impacts across all operational areas to be 
of an acceptable level. " 

387 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person claimed that 
environmental monitoring and 
collection of baseline data 
provides more than negligible 
benefit given the ability to 
inform control measures for 
future wells.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that we will never be in a 
position to characterise every species of each are of benthic 
habitat that may be present in the area, but rather we rely on 
published peer-reviewed literature, government advice (including 
relevant management plans, conservation management plans, 
recovery plans and conservation advice, among others), and 
crucially feedback from the consultation and co-design process 
to inform our understanding of the existing environment and the 
impact and risk assessments. We are also required to take any 
newly published literature into consideration for the duration of 
the activity.  
Regarding the availability of baseline data, Boreen et al. (1993) 
examined 259 sediment samples collected over the Otway Basin 
and the Sorell Basin of the west Tasmanian margin. Samples were 

During consultation ConocoPhillips 
Australia identified that benthic 
samples collected during seabed 
surveys could be retained for further 
analysis. The cost and effort to retain 
samples collected during the seabed 
survey, with storage and transport 
for onshore analysis, are considered 
to be reasonable and this 
requirement will include this in the 
procurement process for the seabed 
survey. Adopt CM11: Procurement 
Vetting Process (with onshore 
processing). 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

taken during two research cruises (January/February 1987 and 
March/April 1988) on the RV Rig Seismic using dredges, corers, 
grabs and a heat-flow probe. Surveys were also carried out by 
Museum Victoria on the continental shelf of the Bass Strait 
between 1979 and 1984 (Poore et al. 1985; Wilson and Poore 
1987), and with Geoscience Australia in 2003 to quantitatively 
describe and assess benthic invertebrate and sediments from 
Bass Strait.   
Benthic habitat within the operational areas is a mixture of 
calcareous ooze, calcareous sand and silt and a mixture of mud 
and sand (see Section 4.6.1). Calcareous materials are 
characteristic of soft sediment habitats while sand silt and gravel 
are characteristic of sandy substrate habitats. The potential 
impact area (0.006 km2 at each well) is small and any impacts to 
ecological receptors will be localised and short-term, and 
widespread changes to the marine environment are not 
expected.  
Extensive areas of rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral 
and more diverse fauna may be present) are unlikely to be 
present in the operational areas. If, however, such substrates are 
identified during seabed surveys, the data will be used to 
support the design of future developments within the area. 
Control measure CM06: MODU Mooring Plan includes the 
development of a MODU mooring plan to ensure: 
• The mooring spread and anchor locations is appropriate for the 
environment  
• Adequate tensioning of mooring is applied and maintained  
• Anchors are located within the 2 km radius drilling areas (within 
the operational areas) 
• Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features are considered. 
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising MODU 
position and location of mooring equipment, and prior to 
installing or removing the wellhead. These details will inform the 
well location and minimise impacts to the benthic environment 
and sensitive receptors at all locations. 
Section 572 of the OPGGS Act details the requirements for 
removal of property.  Upon well abandonment, all subsea 
equipment shall be removed from sea floor, with wellheads cut 
below mudline and retrieved to surface. Retrieval of all mooring 
equipment from the sea floor within 3 months following the 
completion of the drilling campaign. 
Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. During consultation ConocoPhillips Australia 
identified that benthic samples collected during seabed surveys 
could be retained for further analysis. The cost and effort to 
retain samples collected during the seabed survey, with storage 
and transport for onshore analysis, are considered to be 
reasonable and this requirement will include this in the 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

procurement process for the seabed survey. No 
additional/alternative controls were identified that would further 
reduce the impacts without grossly disproportionate costs or 
trade-offs, including consideration of directional drilling. 
Therefore, the predicted impacts to receptors from seabed 
disturbance associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP). 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no changes 
to conservation values or sensitivities; and no substantial or 
unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely 
impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, 
cultural values or human health. Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the impacts across all operational areas to be 
of an acceptable level." 

388 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person suggested 
that Chapter 7.3 (Minor LOC) 
did not adequately assess the 
impacts of a minor LOC to the 
receiving environment. It was 
requested for additional 
scientific evidence to be 
incorporated. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips believes that the impacts from an accidental 
release of small volumes of chemicals or hydrocarbons due to a 
minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. 
Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on oil 
spill modelling conducted specifically for the Otway Exploration 
Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
 
Whilst the South-east Marine Reserves Network states that oil 
pollution associated offshore mining operations may be a 
pressure on the conservation values of south-east marine 
reserves, the small volumes associated with a minor loss of 
containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a material impact. 
As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid dilution 
is predicted with environmental effects during a minor LOC 
incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the sea 
surface near the source. No impacts to benthic communities are 
expected. Species with limited movement in the water column 
that maybe impacted by a spill are assessed in Chapter 7.6 of the 
EP. 

N/A 

389 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person stated that 
ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided no material 
justification for why its 
proposed activities in Zeehan 
MP are not inconsistent with 
the SE MP management plan 
and considers drilling in the 
Zeehan MP is inconsistent with 
the management plan and 
represents an unacceptable 
impact. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips believes that the impacts from an accidental 
release of small volumes of chemicals or hydrocarbons due to a 
minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. 
Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on oil 
spill modelling conducted specifically for the Otway Exploration 
Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
 
Whilst the South-east Marine Reserves Network states that oil 
pollution associated offshore mining operations may be a 
pressure on the conservation values of south-east marine 
reserves, the small volumes associated with a minor loss of 
containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a material impact. 
As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid dilution 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures 
CM12: General and Hazardous 
Chemical Management Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

is predicted with environmental effects during a minor LOC 
incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the sea 
surface near the source. No impacts to benthic communities are 
expected. Species with limited movement in the water column 
that maybe impacted by a spill are assessed in Chapter 7.6 of the 
EP. 
 
In response to this claim, the existing proposed control measures 
were reviewed and confirmed as appropriate, including:  
CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures 
CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical Management 
Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
 
More detail can be found in draft EP section 7.3. 

390 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person considers the 
introduction of a new minor oil 
spill risk within the Zeehan MP 
to be unacceptable and that 
serious control measures are 
necessary, such as no drilling 
within the AMP or including a 
reasonable buffer area. Further, 
relevant person stated the 
absence of drill locations 
makes it difficult to properly 
assess impacts across the 
entire potential impact area. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips believes that the impacts from an accidental 
release of small volumes of chemicals or hydrocarbons due to a 
minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. 
Dispersion and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on oil 
spill modelling conducted specifically for the Otway Exploration 
Program (Chapter 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
 
Whilst the South-east Marine Reserves Network states that oil 
pollution associated with offshore mining operations may be a 
pressure on the conservation values of south-east marine 
reserves, the small volumes associated with a minor loss of 
containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a material impact. 
As detailed in Chapter 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid dilution 
is predicted with environmental effects during a minor LOC 
incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the sea 
surface near the source. No impacts to benthic communities are 
expected. Species with limited movement in the water column 
that maybe impacted by a spill are assessed in Chapter 7.6 of the 
EP. 
 
In response to this claim, the existing proposed control measures 
were reviewed and confirmed as appropriate, including:  
CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures 
CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical Management 
Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
 
More detail can be found in draft EP section 7.3. 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures 
CM12: General and Hazardous 
Chemical Management Procedures 
CM13: NOPSEMA accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

391 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person considers 
activities outside of the 
petroleum activity be 
considered in the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS 
Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities 
occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the 
Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
In light of this objection, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to 
review and confirm appropriate control measures for marine 
mammal are in place within operational areas for petroleum 
activities including: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process - The MODU and vessels will 
meet the navigation equipment, watchkeeping, radar and 
lighting requirements of the Navigation Act 2012 and associated 
Marine Orders, e.g. MO 30 - Prevention of Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures: All vessels and 
aircraft will adhere to the distances and vessel management 
practices and reporting requirements of EPBC Regulations (Part 8 
Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans) and will implement an 
increased caution zone of 500 m between whales and vessels, to 
ensure cetaceans are not harmed during offshore activities.   
CM08: Whale Management Plan - whereby dedicated MMOs 
with experience in whale observation, distance estimation and 
reporting, will undertake observations and be supported by 
facility crew and all vessel and MODU crew. 
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to review and confirm 
appropriate control measures for the orange-bellied parrot and 
other birds are in place within operational areas for petroleum 
activities including: 
- CM01: Marine Assurance Process which ensures that the MODU 
and vessels will meet the navigation and deck lighting 
requirements for minimum lighting to maintain safe operations 
are met (as per vessel class and activity). 
- CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures and CM07: 
Light Management Plan - whereby, once safety navigation and 
operational lighting requirements for minimum lighting to 
maintain safe operations are met (as per vessel class and activity), 
the Light Management Plan will detail additional mitigations to 
manage light based on the information in the Seabird Light 
Mitigation Toolbox with more detail provided in Section 9.3 of 
the draft EP.  
- CM10: Well Testing Program - whereby flaring will be minimised 
and the initial flaring event at each well will commence on 
daylight. 
We also reviewed and confirmed that appropriate maritime 
controls are in place for other activities that will not be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: 
A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain a 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process - 
The MODU and vessels will meet the 
navigation equipment, 
watchkeeping, radar and lighting 
requirements of the Navigation Act 
2012 and associated Marine Orders, 
e.g. MO 30 - Prevention of Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures: All vessels and aircraft 
will adhere to the distances and 
vessel management practices and 
reporting requirements of EPBC 
Regulations (Part 8 Division 8.1 
interacting with cetaceans) and will 
implement an increased caution 
zone of 500 m between whales and 
vessels, to ensure cetaceans are not 
harmed during offshore activities.   
CM08: Whale Management Plan - 
Marine mammal observers 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures and CM07: Light 
Management Plan. 
CM10: Well Testing Program - 
whereby flaring will be minimised 
and the initial flaring event at each 
well will commence on daylight. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation 
Act 2012); and requirements to report vessel collisions with a 
protected marine species under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), with failure to 
notify an offence punishable on conviction by a fine.  
Additionally, the measures implemented for the petroleum 
activity will provide benefit to other species including cetaceans 
and the orange-bellied parrot in that only one drilling operation 
will be occurring at any time in the region which represents a 
significant control measure for cumulative impact, and that 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to working with other 
titleholders with the aim of minimising the potential for 
cumulative impacts associated with light emissions, with a focus 
on activity timings that may overlap the relevant migration 
periods for the orange-bellied parrot. 

392 4527, 3480 Request Relevant person requested that 
they are provided with data 
that has been used to 
determine presence of 
cetaceans within the EMBA, 
including  interactions and/or 
shutdowns that occurred 
during its recent seismic 
blasting operation. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has only conducted a single offshore 
activity at this point (the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey 
conducted in Exploration Permit T/49P in Commonwealth waters 
in 2021) and therefore suggests that if TWS is interested in how 
the industry performs generally, the Australian Antarctic Division 
will have records for all offshore activities. ConocoPhillips further 
suggests that these records would demonstrate how shutdowns 
are managed consistently across the industry, which might be 
more relevant.  
 
We ask that you help us better understand this request by 
outlining how TWS' functions, interests or activities would be 
affected by the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and how the 
provision of historical shut down data for a different petroleum 
activity is relevant to the environmental management of a drilling 
activity. Under regulation 11A(2), titleholders should consider the 
functions, interests or activities of relevant persons and the 
impacts and risks that affect them when determining information 
requirements. 
 
In regard to data on cetacean presence in the operational areas 
proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine mammal 
surveys since 2021 to produce contemporary data that supports 
effective decision-making in the Otway Basin. This research 
continues to improve knowledge on the presence/absence, 
distribution and behaviours of key species during and outside of 
known peak seasons. Data has been made available to 
government agencies and research organisations and can be 
made available to other commercial operators in the region 
through a memorandum of understanding; and has been used to 

Information 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

inform the development of the Environment Plan, for example 
see section 4.6.9.2 of the draft Environment Plan.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is an advocate for community based 
research programs with the Dolphin Research Institute, who are 
expanding their Two Bays Whale Program. We also support 
research, through the Arthur Rylah Institute, in expanding their 
southern right whale aerial monitoring program along the 
Victorian coastline. 

393 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
potential underestimation of 
threatened and/or migratory 
cetaceans in the area where 
seismic activity was conducted 
by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
Relevant person requested that 
this data should be used to 
assess the potential impacts 
and risks of the proposed 
activity and inform control 
measures. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine mammal 
surveys since 2021 to produce contemporary data that supports 
effective decision-making in the Otway Basin. This research 
continues to improve knowledge on the presence/absence, 
distribution and behaviours of key species during and outside of 
known peak seasons. Data has been made available to 
government agencies to support the BIA review, and research 
organisations, and has been used to inform the development of 
the Environment Plan, for example, see section 4.6.9.2.  
 
We would appreciate hearing from the TWS in regard to any 
other mitigation measures that could be considered. 

Information 

395 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person disagreed with 
ConocoPhillips Australia's 
assessment that the South-East 
Commonwealth Marine 
Reserves Network 
Management Plan does not 
(currently) include vessel strike 
as a pressure on Zeehan 
Marine Park, and considered 
this represents a new threat. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips notes the statement that the South-east 
commonwealth marine reserves network management plan 
2013–23 (MP) does not assess marine fauna strikes from vessel 
movements resulting from oil and gas activities as it is a new 
activity. Petroleum exploration activities have been conducted in 
the South-east marine region since the 1960’s, well before the 
2013 publication of the current MP. 
The current 2013 South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
Network Management Plan expired on 30 June 2023 with Parks 
Australia preparing a new management plan for the South-east 
Network. Management arrangements for the 13 continental 
marine parks (including the Zeehan Marine Park) of the South-
east Network will be managed under transitional arrangements 
until a new management plan is finalised. However, there are 
updated approvals and determinations in place for the 13 South-
east marine parks (excluding Macquarie Island) including the 
Class Approval of Mining Operations and Greenhouse Gas 
Activities in South-East Marine Parks. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the Director of National Parks 
(the authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan 
Marine Park) as a relevant authority for consultation and have 
undertaken to provide the information they require to make an 
informed assessment of the potential impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed exploration program in line with 
their consultation guidelines. 
 

Reviewed and confirmed appropriate 
control measures are in place within 
operational areas for petroleum 
activities including: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process - 
The MODU and vessels will meet the 
navigation equipment, 
watchkeeping, radar and lighting 
requirements of the Navigation Act 
2012 and associated Marine Orders, 
e.g. MO 30 - Prevention of Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures: All vessels and aircraft 
will adhere to the distances and 
vessel management practices and 
reporting requirements of EPBC 
Regulations (Part 8 Division 8.1 
interacting with cetaceans) and will 
implement an increased caution 
zone of 500 m between whales and 
vessels, to ensure cetaceans are not 
harmed during offshore activities.   
CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive 
Management Plan - Marine mammal 
observers:  
• A dedicated MMO with experience 
in whale observation, distance 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

In light of this objection, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to 
review and confirm appropriate control measures are in place 
within operational areas for petroleum activities including: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process - The MODU and vessels will 
meet the navigation equipment, watchkeeping, radar and 
lighting requirements of the Navigation Act 2012 and associated 
Marine Orders, e.g. MO 30 - Prevention of Collisions. 
CM02 Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures: All vessels and 
aircraft will adhere to the distances and vessel management 
practices and reporting requirements of EPBC Regulations (Part 8 
Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans) and will implement an 
increased caution zone of 500 m between whales and vessels, to 
ensure cetaceans are not harmed during offshore activities.   
CM08: Whale Management Plan - Marine mammal observers:  
• A dedicated MMO with experience in whale observation, 
distance estimation and reporting, will undertake observations. 
• In addition, facility crew who act as Officer of the Watch will 
receive training from the MMO in whale observation and 
distance estimation to assist the MMO during daylight hours. 
• For activities greater than 5 consecutive days at sea with >12 
hours daylight, an additional dedicated MMO trained in whale 
observation, distance estimation and reporting will support the 
experienced MMO. 
• As part of the activity induction all vessel and MODU crew will 
receive information on the EP controls and the importance of 
reporting whale sightings to the vessel MMO immediately. 
 
We also reviewed and confirmed that appropriate maritime 
controls are in place for other activities that will not be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: 
A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain a 
safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation 
Act 2012); and requirements to report vessel collisions with a 
protected marine species under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), with failure to 
notify an offence punishable on conviction by a fine. 

estimation and reporting, will 
undertake observations. 
• In addition, facility crew who act as 
Officer of the Watch will receive 
training from the MMO in whale 
observation and distance estimation 
to assist the MMO during daylight 
hours. 
• For activities greater than 5 
consecutive days at sea with >12 
hours daylight, an additional 
dedicated MMO trained in whale 
observation, distance estimation and 
reporting will support the 
experienced MMO. 
• As part of the activity induction all 
vessel and MODU crew will receive 
information on the EP controls and 
the importance of reporting whale 
sightings to the vessel MMO 
immediately. 

396 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person stated that 
ConocoPhillips Australia did 
not provide sufficient data to 
dismiss vessel strike mitigation 
measures, particularly rejected 
control measure -  activities 
only occur outside of 
environmentally sensitive 
periods. Relevant person 

 
In regard to the statement "The risk to all listed marine fauna 
cannot be reduced due to variability in timing of environmentally 
sensitive periods": 
If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant 
published injury and/or behavioural disturbance impact criteria 
inside a Foraging Area, titleholders should firstly evaluate all 
feasible measures to avoid times of the year when blue whales 
are likely to be foraging.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all listed 

Additional information added to 
section 6.6.7 of the EP. Measures 
adopted for underwater sound also 
effectively reduce the likelihood of 
vessel strike and have been referred 
to Table 7-8. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

suggested that a detailed 
assessment be made to 
determine whether the 
exclusion of specific 
biologically important time 
windows would reduce risks to 
key species. Relevant person 
stated that not being able to 
reduce the impact on all 
species is not a justification for 
the rejection of this control 
measure. 

marine fauna cannot be avoided due to variability in timing of 
environmentally sensitive periods and unpredictable presence of 
some species, with blue whales typically present in foraging areas 
in higher numbers between November and May, and southern 
right whale typically present in Australian waters from early April 
to early November. Therefore, there is no period where 
avoidance of both species is possible.  
If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there 
are requirements of the EPBC Act and the NOPSEMA EPBC Act-
endorsed Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act 
inconsistently’ with EPBC Act instruments, such as a recovery 
plan (e.g. the Conservation Management Plan for Blue Whales 
(CMP)).    
Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of 
confidence, that requirements of the CMP will be met, approvals 
documentation needs to include content such as:  
• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment; 
• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that will be 
effective in detecting whales over the extent and duration of 
predicted impacts, including provision for detection measures to 
be scalable based on triggers such as activity timing and 
location, and whale sighting data; and 
• associated management measures that are likely to be effective 
at preventing unacceptable impacts over the extent and duration 
scales informed by impact predictions and whale detection data 
gathered during the activity.  
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess 
impacts to these species, with input and feedback through 
engagement with relevant persons, from the exploration drilling 
program and has made commitments to implement a Marine 
Mammal Adaptive Management Plan that includes whale 
detection and management measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to all whales, with a particular focus 
on blue whales and southern right whales given the activity 
overlaps relevant biologically important areas. The Marine 
Mammal Adaptive Management Plan includes specific controls 
including increased safe operating distances, pre-activity surveys 
for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and 
the establishment of safe points for operational activities.  
ConocoPhillips Australia must be able to demonstrate to 
NOPSEMA that the adopted monitoring and mitigation measures 
will be effective over the extent and duration of predicted 
impacts and will be scalable, and that associated management 
measures are likely to be effective at preventing unacceptable 
impacts during the activity.  
More information on NOPSEMAs guidance can be found here: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/blue-whale-conservation-
management-plan-faqs  



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

These measures will also effectively reduce the likelihood of 
vessel strike. 

397 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
proposed mitigation measure 
relating to the reporting of 
vessel strikes to the NVSD. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia can confirm the requirement to report 
vessel collisions with cetaceans in or beyond the Australian 
Whale Sanctuary to the Secretary of the Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water within seven days of 
becoming aware, and that failure to notify is an offence 
punishable on conviction by a fine. Thank you for identifying the 
inaccurate assignation of this control measure which has now 
been rectified in the Environment Plan. Reporting requirements 
continue to be correctly identified in the Implementation 
Strategy, Section 10, Table 10-8. 

Table 7-8 was updated to remove the 
control measure and now refers to 
"Reporting requirements for vessel 
strikes with cetaceans are included in 
the Implementation Strategy (Table 
10-8)." 

398 3480, 4527 Request Relevant person requested that 
all relevant persons are 
informed of reportable 
incidents and changes made to 
the EP, including any 
identification of new or altered 
impacts or risks associated 
with the proposal. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the provision of 
updates on activity progress in Table 10-5 of the Implementation 
Strategy, including, 
• Notification of commencement of activities. 
• Notification of key activity stages. 
• Notification of significant changes to the activity, e.g. 
unplanned events, and 
• Notification of conclusion of activities.  
 
These may be provided via: 
• Email 
• Otway Consultation Hub 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Website 
• Social media 
• Signage in key ports 
• Notice to mariners 
• SMS 
• Telephone  
Noting not all methods/channels will be used for each relevant 
person. 
With regard to reportable incidents, these will be reported as 
required under Part 3 of the Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum 
and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009, as 
detailed in Section 10, tables 10-7 and 10-8 of the EP.  

Ongoing consultation requirements 
are detailed in the Implementation 
Strategy - Table 10-5. 

399 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding a lack of 
connection between the EP 
and ConocoPhillips Australia's 
Biodiversity Policy. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the importance of managing 
biodiversity risks associated with our global operations and 
demonstrating leadership in habitat stewardship practices. We 
will not operate exploration, development, drilling or production 
activities in habitats of significant importance to critically 
endangered species, or other critical habitat, unless we can 
adequately mitigate impacts through mitigation hierarchy 
measures in accordance with our sustainable development 
management system, regulatory requirements and through local 
engagement.  
 

The information in section 10.1.2.3 
was updated to reflect the response 
to this claim, where relevant to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program, 
as detailed below: 
• Applying a science-based approach 
and considering cumulative effects to 
develop leading best practices as 
described through-out the impact 
and risk assessment Environment 
Plan chapters and Cumulative Impact 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

We recognise the unique environmental values and sensitivities 
of the Otway region and are committed to managing risks and 
mitigating impacts to biodiversity associated with our activities in 
line with our Biodiversity Position. We believe we continue to 
demonstrate strong alignment with our biodiversity position and 
have updated the information in section 10.1.2.3, to reflect this in 
response to this claim, where relevant to the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program, as detailed below: 
• Applying a science-based approach and considering cumulative 
effects to develop leading best practices as described through-
out the impact and risk assessment Environment Plan chapters 
and Cumulative Impact Assessment chapter. 
• Collecting data and information on local biodiversity through 
site assessments and baseline studies through the 
implementation of multi-year marine mammal survey program, 
the completion of studies on giant crabs and southern rock 
lobsters and by supporting citizen science and coastal southern 
right whale research programs. 
• Developing indicators and metrics to track biodiversity impacts 
and risk management performance through the development of 
control measures, environmental performance standards and 
measurement criteria. 
• Applying technological innovation and practical, sustainable 
solutions for biodiversity conservation through, for example, 
coordinating citizen science and aerial survey program for 
marine mammals.  
• Collaborating with conservation organisations, governments, 
and policy bodies by, for example, providing data to state 
government departments to improve understanding on species 
presence and federal government departments to support the 
review of biologically important areas.   
• Engaging with local communities on biodiversity-related 
impacts associated with our operations, mitigation actions and 
proactive initiatives to support biodiversity conservation through 
community information sessions and funding for citizen science 
programs. 

Assessment chapter. 
• Collecting data and information on 
local biodiversity through site 
assessments and baseline studies 
through the implementation of 
multi-year marine mammal survey 
program, the completion of studies 
on giant crabs and southern rock 
lobsters and by supporting citizen 
science and coastal southern right 
whale research programs. 
• Developing indicators and metrics 
to track biodiversity impacts and risk 
management performance through 
the development of control 
measures, environmental 
performance standards and 
measurement criteria. 
• Applying technological innovation 
and practical, sustainable solutions 
for biodiversity conservation 
through, for example, coordinating 
citizen science and aerial survey 
program for marine mammals.  
• Collaborating with conservation 
organisations, governments, and 
policy bodies by, for example, 
providing data to state government 
departments to improve 
understanding on species presence 
and federal government 
departments to support the review 
of biologically important areas.   
• Engaging with local communities 
on biodiversity-related impacts 
associated with our operations, 
mitigation actions and proactive 
initiatives to support biodiversity 
conservation through community 
information sessions and funding for 
citizen science programs. 

468 4637, 4359 Claim Relevant person claimed 
NOPSEMAs assessment 
process is inconsistent with 
EBPC Act. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS 
Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities 
occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the 
Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
We have provided further information on our position in relation 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

to this claim in the response to your letter dated 20/09/23 (Doc 
ID: 3354). 
 
It would be inappropriate for ConocoPhillips Australia to 
comment on the NOPSEMA EPBC Act Program, that has been 
endorsed by the Federal Minister for the Environment, in relation 
to consistency with the EPBC Act. 

470 5475, 4359, 4637 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding cumulative 
impacts on the orange-bellied 
parrot affecting World 
Heritage values, and the 
assessment process 
considering excluding areas/ 
times.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive 
consultation, the completion of environmental assessments 
across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and 
consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the 
scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of 
the feedback received and as a result of the maturation of 
subsurface data.  
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that 
can now be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Consequently, the 
number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve 
flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive 
species such as shearwaters, as follows: 
- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has 
been reduced from 6 to 4. 
- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the 
revised, smaller operational areas associated with the Tasmanian 
Permit T/49P, has been reduced to one. This represents a 
significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species.  
- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test 
has been reduced from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  
These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing 
processing of subsurface data and support improved 
environmental outcomes for species such as the orange-bellied 
parrot. 
 
Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for 
the orange-bellied parrot, including consideration of no DSTs 
during migration (late-Feb to early-April and November) within 
T/49P. However, this limitation was rejected following assessment 
of: 
- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule 
constraints, significant costs associated with delays and safety 
drivers for timing of DSTs. 
- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant 
distance from the migration route (31 km) and low lux levels 
received in this area, the significant distance to the non-breeding 
range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, and that 

CM07: Light Management Plan, 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process, 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures, CM10: Well Testing 
Program 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent 
and short duration (<100 hours) 
- The control measures proposed including a Light 
Management Plan (CM07) which will be implemented to 
minimise light impacts and will also minimise the likelihood of 
bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being 
attracted to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 
- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no 
orange-bellied parrots have been reported on a vessel, rig, or 
platform within the Otway Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to migratory 
parrots (and other species) associated with routine and flaring 
light emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
  
Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can 
be found within the June 2024 project update.  
 
 Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity 
should be expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, 
refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities.      

807 5514, 5527 Statement Relevant person provided 
statement of their functions, 
interests and activities. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Noted and understood. N/A 

808 5514, 5527 Statement RP reiterated that it objects to 
proposed activity and is 
dissatisfaction with 
consultation process, as 
communicated in previous 
correspondence and meetings. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips has responded to all previous objections raised 
by Wilderness Society (WS), as 
outlined below: 
- Incoming letter from WS 20 September 2023 (Event ID 3480): 
Outgoing letter of response 27 
October 2023 (Event ID 4527) 
- Virtual meeting 3 October 2023 (Event ID 4359): Outgoing 
Meeting Notes sent for review 16 
October 2023 (Event ID 4089); Incoming Meeting Notes 
approved by WS with amendments on 
23 October 2023 (Event ID 4441). 
- Incoming letter from NOPSEMA (copy of letter sent by WS to 
NOPSEMA on 20 October 2023) 
18 December 2023 (conclusion of public comment period) (Event 
ID 4917): Outgoing letter of 
response 21 February 2024 (Event ID 5099). 
- Webinar 5 “What We Heard” on 21 March 2023 included a Q&A 
session. Two questions raised 
by WS were answered ‘on camera’ (Event ID 5239); webinar 
recording publicly available on the 
Otway Consultation Hub. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

810 5514, 5527 Statement RP acknowledges 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
changes to the proposed 
activities but does not consider 
these changes adequately 
address or sufficiently mitigate 
environmental risks to as low 
as reasonably practicable.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Noted. N/A 

811 5514, 5527 Claim RP maintains that 
ConocoPhillips Australia 
should not seek approval for 
drilling without first identifying 
specific sites and conducting a 
detailed environmental risk 
assessment. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

See previous responses to the same issues raised about drill 
locations provided by ConocoPhillips Australia to WS in public 
comment feedback dated 21 February 2024. (Feedback ID 481, 
Event ID 5099). 

N/A 

813 5514, 5527 Claim RP asserts that initial proposal 
was unacceptable and 
proposed changes do not 
locate specific drilling sites and 
therefore cannot properly 
assess and mitigate 
environmental risks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with the assertion by 
the Wilderness Society that the further activity limitations are 
acknowledgement by ConocoPhillips Australia that it was seeking 
approval for unacceptably broad activities. To the contrary, as 
explained in the Project Update June 2024, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the 
proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback 
received from relevant persons, and as a result of the maturation 
of subsurface data. This has led to the identification of several 
activity limitations that can now be applied to further refine the 
scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
The revised activity limitations further demonstrate how 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program meets the objectives of Australia’s robust environment 
regulations. 

N/A 

814 5514, 5527 Claim RP notes that if COP requires 
seabed surveys to identify 
drilling sites, the scope of this 
environmental plan should be 
kept to seabed surveys. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2009 (the Environment Regulations) 
require a titleholder to have an accepted environment plan (EP) 
in place for any petroleum activity or greenhouse gas activity. 
 
NOPSEMA’s Environment plan assessment policy (N-04750-
PL1347) states in section 4.1 that “An EP may relate to multiple 
stages of a single activity, multiple activities, or multiple locations 
and activities undertaken by multiple titleholders.” 
 
Based on this policy, ConocoPhillips Australia can consider more 
than one activity in the EP for the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program and in doing so has considered all impacts and risks 
arising from any permitted activities. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
done so for all possible activities, even if there may eventually be 
fewer surveys or wells than originally intended. In doing so, the 
largest possible nature and scale of the activities has been 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

considered. 
 
Further, separation of these activities into two separate 
environment plans would have resulted in two consultations 
processes and two assessment processes which risks bifurcation 
of impacts and risks and a reduced ability to assess cumulative 
impacts. 

815 5514, 5527 Objection RP considers that further 
scientific research into timing 
limitations around endangered 
whales in the region is 
required to reduce risks to as 
low as reasonably practicable. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has developed and will implement a 
(now titled) Fauna Management Plan (FMP – CM08) to ensure 
that impacts to marine mammals, including migrating southern 
right whales and foraging blue, fin and sei whales, are reduced to 
ALARP and acceptable levels (Appendix N). This plan outlines 
specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to 
relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe 
operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity 
surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls 
and establishment of safe points for operational activities in 
accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements. 
 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental 
regulatory requirements, including the Following Environmental 
Performance Outcomes (EPOs) for marine mammals: 
• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory 
species, from the activity. 
• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours can continue while the 
activity is being undertaken. 
• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will 
be managed such that: 
- It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the 
area or cause injury (TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance. 
- Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury and 
is not displaced from a foraging area. 
 
Regarding data on cetacean presence in the operational areas 
proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine mammal 
surveys since 2021 to produce contemporary data that supports 
effective decision-making in the Otway Basin. This research 
continues to improve knowledge on the presence/absence, 
distribution and behaviours of key species during and outside of 
known peak seasons. 
 
Data has been made available to government agencies and 
research organisations and can be made available to other 
commercial operators in the region through a memorandum of 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

understanding; and has been used to inform the development of 
the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia is also an advocate for 
community-based research programs with the Dolphin Research 
Institute, who are expanding their Two Bays Whale Program. We 
also support research, through the Arthur Rylah Institute, in 
expanding their southern right whale aerial monitoring program 
along the Victorian coastline. 

816 5514, 5527 Claim RP reiterates view that vessel 
movements to and from the 
EMBA should be included 
within the environment plan as 
part of the assessment of 
impact and risks vessels 
movements are only occurring 
due to the proposed 
exploration program. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

See previous response to the same issues raised about vessel 
movements provided by 
ConocoPhillips Australia to WS in public comment feedback 
dated 21 February 2024. (Feedback ID 574, Event ID 5099). 

N/A 

817 5514, 5527 Claim RP continues the view that a 
standby rig in Victorian waters 
is necessary for the duration of 
the drilling campaign to 
reduce environmental risks in 
the event of a spill, that the 
range of wildlife impacted by a 
spill is large and that it is 
unacceptable that the program 
could result in 100-day or more 
spill due to a rig being sourced 
from Asia. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

See previous responses to the same issues raised about spill 
management, specifically, risk of a more than 100-day spill and 
the need for provision of a standby rig, provided by 
ConocoPhillips Australia to WS in public comment feedback 
dated 21 February 2024. (Feedback ID 485, Event ID 5099). 

N/A 

818 5514, 5527 Claim RP maintains concern that 
vessel movements and spill risk 
could have a significant impact 
on the Zeehan Marine Park. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded to two requests for 
clarification of exclusion of the Zeehan Marine Park on 24 July 
2024 and 25 July 2024, prior to receipt of this correspondence 
from the Wilderness Society, dated 26 July 2024, as outlined 
below: 
- 24/07/2024: Confirmation that the revised project area for 
T/49P excludes the Zeehan Marine Park. 
- 25/07/2024: Confirmation that the revised Operational Area for 
T/49P excludes the Multiple Use Zone of the Zeehan Marine 
Park. 

N/A 

820 5514, 5527 Claim RP does not consider the 
modified draft environment 
plan will meet the 
requirements for an acceptable 
EP and should not be accepted 
in its current state. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with this assertion 
based on the demonstrated evidence above. 
 
In addition, the Project Update June 24 is evidence of 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to best-practice 
consultation by providing timely and relevant updates of any 
changes to the Environment Plan or new information, as it 
becomes available, including contact details to obtain more 
information. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1008 1085 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about the potential 
risks the proposed exploration 
program could pose to 
economic drivers and the King 
Island brand. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Information on the importance of the King Island Brand and 
tourism is included in EP Section 4.7.1. Impacts to visual amenity 
associated with tourism were assessed in EP Section 6.2.5.1 which 
found that the visibility of the MODU would be significantly less 
than that shown in Figure 6-20 given the significant distance of 
the T/49P operational area from the coastline being 33 km at the 
closest point, would decrease with increased distance from the 
coast and would be comparable to shipping traffic within the 
region. These impacts are short-duration, fully recoverable with 
no long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values given 
no permanent/ visible infrastructure will be left in place.  No 
further changes were made to the EP in response to this claim. 

N/A 

1009 1085 Claim The Mayor expressed concerns 
about the potential impact of 
the permit location on King 
Island, specifically regarding 
potential spills and their 
immediate delivery to shore, 
and the effects on the 
community and economy. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA) referred to in 
Figure 4-7 of the EP is the area used to describe and assess 
where a change in the ambient environment condition has the 
potential to occur as the result of a planned activity or an 
unplanned event. It is noted that a change within the EMBA does 
not always imply that an adverse impact will occur. The EMBA 
encompasses the entire spatial extent of all predicted impacts 
and possible risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. This includes the combined spatial extent of 1400 
modelled hypothetical scenarios of an accidental hydrocarbon 
release from a marine diesel oil spill, and 1400 modelled 
scenarios of an accidental loss of well control event. 
This EMBA is used to support preparedness by identifying a 
planning area, within which environmental values and sensitivities 
are identified and priorities for protection are established for 
extremely unlikely credible worst-case hydrocarbon release 
scenarios.  
ConocoPhillips Australia committed to pre-positioning first strike 
response equipment  on King Island to support rapid response, 
in the event that drilling is scheduled to occur within the central 
zone of the T/49P Operational Area, adjacent to King Island in 
the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed 
to pre-positioning first strike 
response equipment on King Island 
to support rapid response, in the 
event that drilling is scheduled to 
occur within the central zone of the 
T/49P Operational Area, adjacent to 
King Island in the OPEP (Table 6-1). 

1010 1085 Claim The Mayor expressed concerns 
about the potential impact of 
wind-borne emissions on the 
community, agriculture, and 
local brand due to the project. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the air quality in the 
region, as detailed in EP Section 4.5.1 (Air Quality) which states 
'Air masses between 190°S - 280°W arrive at the station, typically 
having travelled for thousands of kilometers across the Southern 
Ocean. There are no intervening land masses which allows the air 
to be free from recent human and terrestrial influences and 
allows samples to be representative of a 'baseline' atmospheric 
composition for the mid-latitudes of the Southern Hemisphere 
(CSIRO 2022a). This location, 114 km from the T/49P operational 
area, is thought to be one of the cleanest air sources in the 
world. Therefore, even considering the effects of other historical 
and existing offshore marine activities (including oil and gas 
developments, fisheries and shipping) the air quality in the EMBA 
is expected to be high.' Impacts to air quality are assessed in EP 

N/A 
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objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

Section 6.5. Exploration activities may result in a temporary, 
localised reduction of air quality within the environment 
immediately surrounding exhaust points but are not predicted to 
impact on the health or amenity of the nearest human coastal 
settlements (e.g. Port Fairy approximately 20 km from VIC/P79 
and King Island approximately 33 km from T/49P), or the 
Kennaook/Cape Grimm Baseline Air Pollution Monitoring station 
located at Woolnorth Point, Tasmania, as emissions will be 
rapidly dispersed and diluted by offshore winds. 

1011 1085 Claim The Mayor expressed concern 
that the Island is perceived to 
bear most of the project's risk 
without reaping any benefits. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

As part of Environment Plan development ConocoPhillips 
Australia assessed a range of environmental receptors, including 
the socio-economic environment.   
 
Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 
2006, we are required to undertake petroleum activities in a 
manner that does not interfere with the activities of others to a 
greater extent than is necessary for the reasonable exercise of 
the rights and performance of the duties we are permitted to 
carry out.  We believe this activity can sustainably coexist with 
the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users 
and communities. 

N/A 

1096 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person urged the 
company to consider more 
responsible investments 
instead of the proposed 
activities. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or 
the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the 
irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been considered 
further in preparing the EP.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by 
the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles 
require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration 
activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 

N/A 

1098 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person expressed 
concern about the potential 
impact of vessel movements 
on marine fauna and bird 
species, particularly the 
orange-bellied parrot. They 
believe that excluding these 
impacts from the 
Environmental Plan is 
unacceptable and inconsistent 
with the EPBC Act. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS 
Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities 
occurring outside the operational areas a governed under the 
Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
 
We have undertaken to review and can confirm that appropriate 
maritime controls are in place for other activities that will not be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: 
A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain a 
safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the 
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea 
(COLREG) and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation 
Act 2012). Further, under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) persons 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

undertaking any activity that results in the unintentional death or 
injury of a cetacean in or beyond the Australian Whale Sanctuary, 
i.e. vessels and the drilling rig outside of the operational areas, 
must notify the Secretary of the Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment and Water within seven days of 
becoming aware of the results of your activity.  The Australian 
Whale Sanctuary includes all Commonwealth waters from the 3 
nautical mile state waters limit out to the boundary of the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (i.e. out to 200 nautical miles and 
further in some places). Within the Sanctuary it is an offence to 
kill, injure or interfere with a cetacean. Severe penalties apply to 
anyone convicted of such offences. This response is the same as 
provided previously in response to FB ID: 380. 

1099 3480, 4527 Objection Relevant person expressed 
serious concerns about the 
potential impacts of the 
proposed activities on the 
critically endangered orange-
bellied parrot. They 
highlighted the lack of 
evidence of mitigation 
measures by ConocoPhillips 
Australia to protect this 
species. They also pointed out 
the potential impact of light 
pollution on the parrots, and 
the lack of adjustments for this 
by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
They stressed that any impact 
on the parrots would also 
significantly affect the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage Area. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s EP have been refined through 
consultation and environmental assessments, leading to a 
reduction in the number of drill stem tests (DSTs), with associated 
flaring, that may be conducted from 6 to 4; and a reduction in 
the duration of flaring from 120 to 100 hours during each of the 4 
DSTs, reducing potential impacts on light-sensitive species to 
ALARP and acceptable levels. 
Consideration was also given to additional seasonal limitations 
for the orange-bellied parrot but were rejected for the reasons 
provided. 

N/A 

1119 4359 Claim Relevant person expressed the 
view that companies should 
assess all impacts of their 
activities, irrespective of legal 
requirements. 

 
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment 
Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS 
Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be 
conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities 
occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the 
Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
We have provided further information on our position in relation 
to this claim in the response to your letter dated 20/09/23 (Doc 
ID: 3354). 
 
It would be inappropriate for ConocoPhillips Australia to 
comment on the NOPSEMA EPBC Act Program, that has been 
endorsed by the Federal Minister for the Environment, in relation 
to consistency with the EPBC Act. 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1121 4359 Claim Relevant person suggested 
excluding certain areas or 
times, using site selection as a 
mitigation measure. They also 
indicated that it seemed like 
the company was seeking 
approval based on future 
consultations if there are 
trade-offs to be made 
regarding site selection. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding marine 
impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Program. Claims 
regarding impacts to land are not considered to be relevant to 
the adverse impacts of the proposed marine activity and have 
not been assessed further. 
In accordance with the applicable regulatory requirements, 
ConocoPhillips has prepared an evidence-based case that the 
impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration Drilling 
activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar 
evidentiary burden would be required to influence 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this 
activity being anything other than short-term, localised, and 
recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
 
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from 
these activities. This is not the legal standard in Australia and it 
not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not 
operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and 
work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established 
based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, 
government advice, and are considerate of the information 
gathered through the consultation process. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact expected to 
occur and compares that to the previously defined acceptable 
levels. This assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will 
determine if the EP demonstrates that the environmental impacts 
and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the 
EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied 
that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have 
been made to the EP in response. 

 

1122 4359 Objection Relevant person highlighted 
that the process of deciding 
where and when to drill after 
receiving approval, without 
further consultation, does not 
meet expectations and will be 
a point of contention. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding drilling 
locations and areas of assessment and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of 
the assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), 
the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets 
with a high probability of success and an analysis of the efficiency 
of the drilling program to confirm resources with the least 
number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been 
designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum 

EP Section 1.4 was updated in 
response to claims around no 
defined drilling locations. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a 
thorough description of the environment within the operational 
areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP 
Chapter 4.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys 
and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and 
T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all 
potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is 
recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts 
and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 
proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts 
and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal 
extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to 
reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative of 
developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of 
specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from 
consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

1210 5239 Claim Relevant person highlighted 
that well blowouts are not 
uncommon, with eight 
instances recorded between 
2014 and 2021. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of Well Control 
(LOWC) can mean simply the failure of one barrier in the control 
process but there are typically multiple barriers that subsequently 
kick in should any primary barrier fail. So a a LOWC can still 
occur and would still be reported to NOPSEMA, but a LOWC 
does not equate to a 'well blowout' and the subsequent release 
of any hydrocarbons to the environment. It's a really important 
distinction to make between a LOWC and a 'well blowout'. 
Further, as described in EP Section 7.7.5, an assessment of 
historical LOWC incidents was undertaken using the IOGP Risk 
Assessment Data Directory (2019). This provided an indicative 
probability of a LOWC from exploration drilling that can be 
reasonably expected to occur, based on previous incidents. The 
chances of the activity resulting in a LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 
per well drilled, i.e. there is a 0.016% chance that the event may 
occur, which corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Unlikely (L2). 

N/A 

1527 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person disagreed with 
the process for comparing 
predicted impacts with 
acceptable levels. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The acceptable level is established based on a range of factors, 
as described in more detail in draft Environment Plan section 
5.4.3, which includes external context (i.e. the existing 
environment). The effects of past projects and activities, and 
currently operating projects, are captured when describing the 
existing condition of, and any pressure or threats affecting the 
environment (see Section 4 Description of the Environment). This 
baseline condition and understanding of the capacity of the 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

receiving environment and receptors to accommodate changes, 
in light of existing pressures and threats, informs the 
environmental impact assessments conducted in Sections 6 of 
the Environment Plan (EP).  

1528 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person claimed that 
baseline data has not been 
used appropriately to inform 
the EP. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Draft Environment Plan chapters released via ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s website were provided to ensure relevant persons had 
access to sufficient information to make objections and claims 
prior to the submission of the Environment Plan to the 
independent regulator NOPSEMA.  During this phase individuals 
and organisations have the opportunity to continue the co-
design process, by providing information (that we may have 
otherwise been unaware of), that can improve our understanding 
of the existing environment, the assessment of environmental 
impacts and risks and the development of control measures for 
the activity. We recognise and appreciate the value that local 
knowledge can provide through this consultation process. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified that the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) intersects the Loss of 
Well Control EMBA along its coastal extent in the south-south-
west of Tasmania, as detailed in draft Environment Plan section 
4.4.2. We acknowledge that the Tasmanian wilderness is one of 
the largest temperate wilderness areas and a precious cultural 
landscape for Tasmanian First Nations people who have lived 
there for at least 35,000 years.  The low thresholds presented in 
the EMBA, represent sub-lethal concentrations of hydrocarbons 
and are not predicted to result in ecological effects. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the remote likelihood of a 
loss of well control event coupled with the conservatively 
modelled low consequence and the effectiveness of the adopted 
measures, in consideration of the condition of the existing 
environment does not present an unacceptable level of risk. The 
risk assessment for LOWC also includes consideration of marine 
parks and endangered species as described in draft EP section 
7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to demonstrate that 
impacts and risks are reduced to levels that area as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) when the cost and effort 
required to make further reductions is grossly disproportionate 
to the benefit gained. A corresponding statement of ALARP is 
provided for each impact and risk assessment to justify the 
overall certainty and effectiveness of reducing potential impacts 
and risks to ALARP, using the adopted control measures. 

N/A 

1529 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person claimed any 
benefits to protect WHAs 
should not be considered 
negligible. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to demonstrate that 
impacts and risks are reduced to levels that area as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) when the cost and effort 
required to make further reductions is grossly disproportionate 
to the benefit gained. A corresponding statement of ALARP is 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

provided for each impact and risk assessment to justify the 
overall certainty and effectiveness of reducing potential impacts 
and risks to ALARP, using the adopted control measures. 
Reducing impacts and risks to ALARP is an ongoing process and 
new measures may be identified at any time, including during 
operations.  
 
As described in draft EP section 5.6.2, regarding the 
‘implementation of all technically feasible mitigations in order to 
be considered acceptable’, decisions to implement proposed 
measures includes, in line with NOPSEMA guidance provided in 
N-04300-GN0271 A336398, consideration of: 
• Hierarchy of controls – sets out the order in which controls 
must be considered i.e. elimination, prevention, reduction and 
then mitigation 
• Technically feasible and commercial ability to implement  
• Likely support and implementation by persons with relevant 
roles and responsibilities  
• Consistency with national or industry standards and practices  
• Possibly introduction of additional impacts or risks in other 
activity areas (e.g., safety)  
• Effectiveness of the change, taking into account the:  
• Current level of impact and risk with existing controls  
• Amount of additional reduction that the control will deliver 
• Level of confidence that the reduction will be achieved, and  
• Resources, schedule and cost required to implement the 
control. 
 
In addition, where interacting or conflicting environmental 
outcomes are identified, trade-off decisions affecting mitigation 
and management measures are evaluated to identify if they are 
beneficial or not.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia requests clarification of which benefits 
the TWS is referring to that have been defined as negligible? 

1530 3480, 4527 Claim Relevant person claimed that 
not drilling within the Zeehan 
Marine Park and other 
mitigation measures should 
not be rejected. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Additional control measures were considered as part of the 
assessment process. During consultation ConocoPhillips Australia 
identified that benthic samples collected during seabed surveys 
could be retained for further analysis. The cost and effort to 
retain samples collected during the seabed survey, with storage 
and transport for onshore analysis, are considered to be 
reasonable and this requirement will include this in the 
procurement process for the seabed survey. No 
additional/alternative controls were identified that would further 
reduce the impacts without grossly disproportionate costs or 
trade-offs, including consideration of directional drilling. 
Therefore, the predicted impacts to receptors, including the 
Zeehan Marine Park, from seabed disturbance associated with 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP). 
The ALARP assessment for directional drilling identified 
significant health, safety and environmental trade-offs associated 
with the increased drilling duration and increased vessel 
movements to support the longer duration resulting in: 
• increased drilling and operational discharges 
• increased underwater sound emissions 
• increased atmospheric emissions increased drilling period 
• increased risk of HSE incidents, e.g. stuck pipe events resulting 
in loss or damage of equipment and exposure to personnel to 
higher risk drilling activities. 
Planned activities are expected to result in negligible to minor 
impacts to relevant seabed habitats and species, with no changes 
to conservation values or sensitivities; and no substantial or 
unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely 
impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, 
cultural values or human health. Consequently, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the impacts across all operational areas to be 
of an acceptable level. 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
480 4917, 4922, 4923, 

4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

I am deeply concerned about 
ConocoPhillips plans to drill up to six 
new gas wells in the oceans along 
Victoria’s iconic Great Ocean Road and 
along the coast of King Island, north of 
Lutruwita / Tasmania. It is particularly 
disturbing that the Zeehan Marine Park, 
recognised for its ecological 
significance, has not been excluded 
from the area where drilling might 
occur. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the economic significance and value recreation and tourism plays in coastal communities within 
the Environmental Planning Area and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure potential impacts have been assessed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the operational areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 
(Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities described through-out EP 
Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the operational areas, overlap of the 
proposed activities with tourism and recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and visual amenity, and the extent to which coastal recreation 
and tourism is likely to be affected by the visibility of the activity, is short-term, fully, with no long-term impacts to visual amenity or 
aesthetic values. Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in the Otway Basin and has most 
recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder. Consequently, economic impacts to coastal communities are not 
predicted. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do not 
significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is required 
for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values 
as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of 
options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. 
Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned 
Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 
Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given the 
existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-term, 
serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, 
small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not 
inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks 
Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional drilling 
from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the additional 
time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

481 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

I am also concerned that 
ConocoPhillips hasn’t identified specific 
drilling sites, and I believe potential 
environmental impacts cannot be 
properly assessed without this 
information. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and an analysis of the efficiency of 
the drilling program to confirm resources with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been designed to 
represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough 
description of the environment within the operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures 
that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result 
in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and 
risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce 
consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific 
drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, light 
or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that seabed 
surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant 
sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation measures 
being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap 
with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations." 

482 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

Australia’s wild southern oceans have 
enormous environmental and cultural 
significance that would be put at risk by 
new gas drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cultural significance of the southern ocean as a sensitive receptor (the Commonwealth 
marine environment) to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were adequately 
identified and assessed. 
The environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program on environmental values and 
sensitivities, including social, economic and cultural values, are addressed throughout the EP, for example in EP Section 6.3.4 
(Identifying Sensitive Receptors).  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the collaborative development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05). 
This program will provide an opportunity for First Nations persons with Sea Country values and sensitivities within or adjacent to the 
operational areas to co-design and co-implement measures that  protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
483 4917, 4922, 4923, 

4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

These oceans are home to diverse and 
vulnerable marine life including the 
blue whale, southern right whale and 
pygmy blue whale which are very likely 
to be disturbed by drilling activity and 
the movement of vessels in the region.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the increased movements of vessels within the marine environment as a 
result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these 
risks have been adequately considered.  
 
Marine mammal species with known Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or species that exhibit biologically important behaviours 
within the operational area include the southern right whale (migration BIA), pygmy blue whale (foraging BIA), sei whale (foraging or 
feeding behaviour), fin whale (foraging or feeding behaviour) and the pygmy right whale (foraging or feeding behaviour). As 
described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) individuals distracted by behavioural activities such as feeding, mating or 
nursing may be more vulnerable to vessel collision (Laist et al. 2001). However, a study by McKenna et al. (2015) showed that blue 
whales demonstrated limited behavioural response when being approached by ships. While some animals responded by 
undertaking shallow dives at a slow descent, none showed signs of horizontal movement away from the approaching ship. Due to 
the short duration of exploration activities, slow vessel speeds within operational areas, and vessel/whale separation distances (500 
m) it is considered unlikely that vessel strikes will impact the ability of species to conduct important behaviours within the operational 
area.  
As stated in EP Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive), certain activities within the scope of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation of continuous underwater sound emissions including drilling activities and the 
operation of vessels and the MODU. 
• Vessels are essential for offshore industry as they undertake several critical activities. Underwater sound emissions are generated 
from propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and operation of machinery and equipment.  
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration operations. Underwater sound emissions are generated onboard 
from equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, generators and machinery), thrusters and a smaller portion are transmitted through drilling 
activities (i.e., vibration of the drill during drilling) associated with the MODU. Drilling will occur for a maximum of 90 days per drilling 
location (maximum of 6). 
Dynamic positioning (DP) is a technology that enables a vessel to maintain its position automatically without a need for anchoring 
therefore minimising impacts to the seabed. The technology uses a combination of thrusters and sensors to control the vessels 
position. As described in EP Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound Modelling), operational scenarios were identified where the use of DP 
was required, and included: 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHST conducting resupply using DP, and 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHTS conducting resupply using DP, and a AHTS transiting at low speed within 
the standby area, 2 km from the MODU. 
Modelling was conducted of these scenarios to understand the combined noise levels generated during these activities (EP 
Appendix G), inclusive of DP. Each scenario was modelled at different locations across the operational areas and worst-case 
maximum distances were calculated (see Tables 6-25 and 6-26) and were used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation 
in the continuous underwater sound emission impact assessment in Section 6.6.7.   
Measures to mitigate impacts from underwater sound emissions and to reduce the risk of vessel interactions with marine fauna have 
been assessed in relevant sections of the EP as discussed above. ConocoPhillips Australia has further developed a Fauna 
Management Plan in consultation with technical specialists. All activities relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will 
comply with these standards and measures and prevent or reduce the impact/risk to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance 
with environmental regulatory requirements.  
The Fauna Management Plan outlines specific measures to minimise interactions and anthropogenic noise threats with relevant 
species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for 
specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with 
the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can guarantee the 
detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of 
accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), Aerial Surveys and Acoustic Detection. A designated detection area will, at 
minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, VSP, 
when a vessel is on DP, etc).  



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
 
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed such as the Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N), no 
changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

484 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

I’m also concerned about potential 
impacts on the critically endangered 
orange-bellied parrot. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts on the orange-bellied parrot to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to this species were adequately assessed. 
 
EP Section 4.6.7.5 (Other Marine Listed Species) provides a detailed description of the orange-bellied parrot and captures the 
progress made by the population over the past few years. The PMST Report (Appendix B) identifies the likely presence of the species 
during migration within the operational areas, and light and flaring EMBAs, which are displayed in Table 4-9. The PMST utilises a 
broad search grid of up to 32 x 32 km in offshore areas. Therefore, during the assessment for the orange-bellied parrot additional 
data on its habitat range and migration routes was sourced. This showed both habitat presence and migration routes to be outside 
of the operational areas (Section 4.6.7.5) but overlapped by both the operational light and flaring EMBAs (Section and 6.4.5.1). The 
orange-bellied parrot does not have assigned Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). 
The orange-bellied parrot completes bi-annual migrations across the Bass Strait between breeding grounds in south-western 
Tasmania and overwintering grounds along the coastline of south-eastern Australia. As detailed in the National Recovery Plan for the 
Orange-bellied Parrot (DELWP 2016) and assessed in Chapter 6.4 (Light Emissions) of the EP, the behaviour of this species may be 
modified by the presence of barriers such as illuminated structures and boats, with the impacts of barriers greatest where they occur 
on migration routes. The operational areas do not overlap with habitat range or migration routes (as detailed in Section 4.6.7.5). 
Therefore, the MODU and support vessels will not present a barrier to the orange-bellied parrot and will not present a risk as per 
activities in its path. 
Full details on the assessment of impacts from operational lighting and flaring are detailed in Section 6.4.5.1) In summary: 
• The operational areas do not overlap the migration route of the orange-bellied parrot. 
• No presence of barriers such illuminated structure and boats will occur within migration routes as a result of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
• A change to ambient light from operational and flaring activities within the migration route will be temporary, of short duration 
(120 hours per well).  
• Changes in ambient light in the non-breeding range associated with short-term flaring at the closest possible distance of 19 km are 
negligible. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes it has shown sufficient justification that there will be Minor (2) residual consequences associated 
with light emissions to seabirds, including the orange-bellied parrot. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

485 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

Drilling in the oceans carries with it a 
risk of a spill event polluting the ocean 
and the surrounding coastline. 
Hydrocarbon pollution would be 
disastrous for the sensitive Wilderness 
World Heritage coastline of Lutruwita / 
Tasmania and the King Island 
environment.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) 
associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this area. 
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped by the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The spill modelling 
reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of Tasmania may be contacted. 
Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on 
previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold 
(<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged from 15 days up to 
100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the majority 
(approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to evaporate at a 
slower rate and only 1 percent being considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather conditions for the 
Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will evaporate, with the 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk of 
LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to 
reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in collaboration with 
environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to ALARP (as low 
as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

486 4917, 4922, 4924, 
4925, 4928, 4930, 
4931, 4932, 4946, 
4970, 4973, 5091, 
5094, 5096, 5099, 
5104, 5109, 5116, 
5134, 4923 

A spill on Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, 
would be devastating for local marine 
and coastal ecosystems, as well as 
Victoria’s tourism industry and 
reputation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to Victoria's marine and coastal ecosystems and tourism from 
a spills during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of these risks. 
 
The potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-economic activities which use these environments (such as 
tourism and recreational activities) have been taken into consideration in the risk assessment process. As stated within Section 7.7.6, 
the risk rating of a loss of well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users’, ‘other coastal habitats and communities 'has 
been rated as Medium. A risk rating of ‘Medium’ indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the potential sensitivities 
of these receptors and specific control measures need to be developed to lower the likelihood of the risk and potential 
consequences. 
The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the EP identify the measures ConocoPhillips Australia will implement to 
ensure the risk of a spill are reduced, and the potential consequences in the event of a spill are also mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. In 
the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, ConocoPhillips is required to hold financial assurance and accountability 
for credible costs, expenses, and third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their activities. As stated 
within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that this financial assurance 
includes costs for operational response to contamination, clean-up and remediation of the environment, including environmental 
monitoring of the potential impacts. This control measure has been developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial 
assurance for petroleum titles’ and international compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution Compensation 
Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and strategies that will be implemented in the 
unlikely event of a spill. AMOSC was also commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), 
including a Shoreline Protection and Clean-up Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the specific sensitive areas 
that may be impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure any impacts are lowered.  These documents 
all contribute to the precautionary measures that ConocoPhillips is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event during the activity 
are mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within Section 7.7.6 of the EP. These measures have 
been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists and align with standard industry practices. 
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

487 4923, 4917, 4922, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 

The range of ecosystems and species 
that could be impacted by a spill is 
large. It includes marine and coastal 
plants, marine fish and reptiles, aquatic 
birds and shore birds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to ecosystems and wildlife associated with a spill to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of 
risks.  
 
Impacts and risks to the ecological environment from hydrocarbon spills have been thoroughly assessed in EP Sections 7.6 (marine 
diesel oil (MDO) Release) and 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)). The species which were identified within Section 4.6 that may be 
present within the environment that may be affected (EMBA), such as benthic and intertidal assemblages, plankton, marine 
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5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

invertebrates, fish, birds, marine mammals, and marine reptiles have been included in assessment of consequences of a spill.  
The control measures in EP Sections 7.6.5 (MDO Release) and 7.7.5 (LOWC) identify the measures ConocoPhillips will implement to 
mitigate risks, including potential consequences to marine ecosystems and wildlife, to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
These control measures align with standard industry practice and are considered appropriate to the nature and scale of the project. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
potential risks are mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental 
regulatory requirements. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

488 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5116, 
5134 

I don’t consider it acceptable or 
sufficient that ConocoPhillips’ proposal 
could result in a more than 100 day 
spill, in the event of a spill that requires 
a relief well rig to be sourced from Asia. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the duration of a spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted loss of well control (LOWC) event without 
any spill response intervention. This release over 90 days is considered conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC is considered the 
worst-case not necessarily the most credible. As such the volume released, and duration of the response is likely to be less. 
As stated, within EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible options of Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) locations 
considered: Victoria, Northwest Shelf and Singapore. Based off these three scenarios, ConocoPhillips Australia estimated the 
timeframes to complete a relief well kill with 90 days considered a conservative medium timeframe. In the extremely unlikely event of 
a worst-case spill scenario, it is likely that a relief well could be drilled in less than 90 days. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) as specified within Section 5 within 
the OPEP. As an Australian based company, AMOSC would be the first spill response company to be activated in the event of a spill.  
AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically placed around Australia. The closest office 
and location of personal and response equipment is located within Geelong, Victoria, Australia. The membership includes assurance 
of 24/7 response and capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC has ensured that equipment and personnel from Geelong can be 
mobilised within specified timeframes. The AMOSC membership also ensures access to national equipment stockpiles maintained by 
the Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other AMOSC member companies under the 
Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the ‘AMOSPlan’.  
These agreements are in addition to the local resources in Victoria and Tasmania and strategically positioned on King Island (which 
will be available in the event that drilling activities are scheduled to occur within the operational areas immediately adjacent to King 
Island). ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this capacity to be sufficient in relation to the risk of a spill event within the Otway 
Basin. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

489 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

ConocoPhillips could arrange to have a 
stand by rig in Victorian waters that 
could significantly reduce the duration 
of a spill in the event of a blow out—
particularly given that ConocoPhillips 
has determined that a capping stack to 
stop the spill is too expensive and 
ineffective for it to provision for. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control 
measures have been included.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a capping stack feasibility assessment to 
evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The assessment concluded that due to the technical 
complexity of deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh metocean conditions, a relief 
well has been determined to be the primary means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping stack was 
considered very low and presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the environmental conditions and 
potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified that deployment of a capping stack in rough seas could 
worsen the spill event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the wellhead during deployment. The justification 
for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. 
The ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the 
trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP Table 7-39 
has been updated to better reflect the ALARP assessment. 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on standby 
were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The additional 
associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost 
such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater 
sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, and require additional 
vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase 
the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in 
accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are 
managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification for not deploying a capping stack, being 
made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost." 

490 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

The sensitive environments that could 
be affected by a spill warrant, at the 
very least, that ConocoPhillips takes all 
available measures (like a locally 
available rig and immediately locally 
deployable spill containment and clean 
up provisions) to reduce the duration of 
a potential spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control 
measures have been included. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a capping stack feasibility assessment to 
evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The assessment concluded that due to the technical 
complexity of deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh metocean conditions, a relief 
well has been determined to be the primary means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping stack was 
considered very low and presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the environmental conditions and 
potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified that deployment of a capping stack in rough seas could 
worsen the spill event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the wellhead during deployment. The justification 
for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. 
The ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the 
trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP Table 7-39 
has been updated to better reflect the ALARP assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on standby 
were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The additional 
associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost 
such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater 
sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, and require additional 
vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase 
the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in 
accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are 
managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification for not deploying a capping stack, being 
made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost." 
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491 4917, 4922, 4923, 

4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

I would also like to express my concern 
that the current assessment process for 
new offshore oil and gas leaves 
consultation at the hands of industry, 
that systematically attempt to 
overwhelm communities with 
consultation requests, but then fail to 
provide answers to their questions or 
requests for information, or to modify 
their plans in response to extensive 
feedback from communities. I believe 
NOPSEMA and the Australian 
government need to take an active role 
in determining whether genuine social 
license exists for a project, and that the 
project must be rejected where it clearly 
does not. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding consultation and modification of the Environment Plan (EP) in response to 
feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the process undertaken. 
 
Division 2, Section 24 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 outlines the process 
where titleholders are required to report on consultation, including providing an assessment of merit of any objection or claim about 
the adverse impact of each activity to which the EP relates. 
Throughout the EP, where additional information was identified during consultation and resulted in a modification of EP content, the 
relevant consultation event was indicated by the Event ID and the specific feedback provided was linked to a unique ID number. 
Examples of this can be found in EP Section 3.8 (Appropriate Measures Adopted) and throughout Chapter 6 (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) and Chapter 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment).  Full summaries on how objections and claims received during the 
course of consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program were considered in the EP can be found in Appendix C2. 
Regarding claims that the offshore industry is attempting to overwhelm communities with consultation requests, consultation fatigue 
was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages of consultation (e.g. EVENT IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a 
way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative engagement. As outlined in section 3.3 of the 
Environment Plan. This resulted in confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting in the cessation of collaborative 
engagement approaches in certain locations.  
Additional strategies to mitigate consultation fatigue and overwhelm were implemented by ConocoPhillips Australia, including in-
community information sessions (including sessions with drilling and regulatory specialists, and regular updates during consultation), 
an online consultation hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment, a range of information 
sheets, an EP Summary, to make communication/ understanding easier, and to enable transparent communication.  These strategies 
are described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation period was extended on two occasions to account for the consultation 
overwhelm felt by some of relevant persons resulting in a total extension of 61 days (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this comment." 

492 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

Finally, I express my deep concern that 
the Australian government, through 
NOPSEMA, is still considering 
approving new fossil fuel projects. The 
climate crisis is having devastating 
impacts around the world and in 
Australia. We’ve just had our hottest 
year on record and the fire season for 
this year has started alarmingly early 
and is terrifying. The International 
Energy Agency and the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change have made it absolutely clear 
that our world cannot afford any new 
fossil fuel projects. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long been regarded as 
world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a 
manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable gas 
reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further consultation 
would be required to support the development of a commercial project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market  and a domestic gas 
supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating and 
cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the 
stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and 
exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Regarding climate change impacts, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess 
the impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the operation 
of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected direct 
GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic operational condition (typical 
drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add to 
the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not 
predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of hydrocarbons in a specific area. This provides information 
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on the resources available to future generations and informs decision making around potential commercial developments. Many 
factors are involved in deciding to developed a gas reserve and environmental approvals are typically staged to support strategic 
development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial project with permanent 
operating infrastructure. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

493 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5109, 
5116, 5134 

It is apparent that communities 
impacted by proposals like the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program do not 
support the ongoing (and 
overwhelming) expansion of offshore 
exploration in the oceans of the south 
east of Australia. These are important 
and sensitive marine environments and 
I call on the Australian Environment 
Minister to intervene to protect them 
and the communities so clearly calling 
for oceans and threatened species to 
take precedence over fossil fuel vested 
interests. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the importance of consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons for their offshore petroleum activities to 
proceed; however, they are required to demonstrate in their Environment Plan how the concerns, objections or claims raised by 
relevant persons were considered and demonstrate that their response to that information was appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

494 4917, 4922, 4923, 
4924, 4925, 4928, 
4930, 4931, 4932, 
4946, 4970, 4973, 
5091, 5094, 5096, 
5099, 5104, 5116, 
5134 

The Australian government and 
NOPSEMA should reject this drilling 
proposed by ConocoPhillips to protect 
the climate, nature and people.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established under the Offshore 
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long been regarded as 
world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a 
manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable gas 
reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further consultation 
would be required to support the development of a commercial project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market  and a domestic gas 
supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating and 
cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the 
stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and 
exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the 
development of a commercial project with permanent operating infrastructure. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

541 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society Ltd has long 
standing functions, interests and 
activities relating to the protection and 
preservation of the health, biodiversity 
and function of marine ecosystems in 
Commonwealth and State waters 

Noted. 
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relevant to this proposal.  In addition, 
the Wilderness Society has long 
standing functions and interests in the 
protection of coastal environments in 
Tasmania and Victoria and the 
protection and integrity of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA), including its wilderness 
values. 

543 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society believes that 
this Environment Plan should not be 
approved by the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for 
the reasons listed below and 
subsequently outlined in more detail: 
ConocoPhillips’ failure to provide 
specific locations for drilling activities 
makes it impossible to adequately 
assess environmental risks and 
nominate appropriate mitigation 
measures 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for selecting final drilling locations involves the 
completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success and an analysis of the efficiency of 
the drilling program to confirm resources with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas have been designed to 
represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough 
description of the environment within the operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures 
that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result 
in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and 
risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce 
consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific 
drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, light 
or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that seabed 
surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant 
sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation measures 
being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap 
with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 
Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for which approval is 
being sought under this EP.  
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

545 4959, 5099 ConocoPhillips failure to account for 
the full vessel movements and their 
potential risks and impacts associated 
with this activity. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the full magnitude of impacts and risks 
associated with vessel movements of the petroleum activity were accounted for. 
 
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS Act and 
applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities occurring outside the 
operational areas a governed under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
Maritime controls are in place for other activities that will not be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain a 
safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREG) 
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and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation Act 2012). 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim.  " 

548 4959, 5099 ConocoPhillips failure to reduce 
impacts to As Low as Reasonably 
Possible (ALARP) in the case of a spill, 
due to the failure to provide for a 
second rig on site or at a close location, 
for example a Victorian Port, to 
respond should a well blowout occur. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control 
measures have been included.  
 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a dedicated rig on standby 
were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The additional 
associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost 
such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater 
sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, and require additional 
vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase 
the likelihood of associated risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing these control 
measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in 
accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are 
managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

551 4959, 5099 ConocoPhillips’ inadequate 
consultation with The Wilderness 
Society under Regulation 11A of the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse 
Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
(Cth) (OPGGS Environment 
Regulations). 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the Environment 
Regulations. Formal consultation commenced in February 2023, with initial communications outlining the proposed approach to 
consultation, a consultation timeline and activity information. Simultaneous to this, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook a significant 
advertising campaign and created an online consultation hub to support the identification of potentially relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia extended the consultation period twice to ensure relevant persons had a reasonable period with sufficient 
information to engage in the consultation process (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 and 
communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons (EVENT ID 3181). 
EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, approaches and communication tools used to support consultation, with 
extensive evidence of consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that a sufficient information to allow relevant persons and potentially relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities has 
been provided and that each relevant person and potentially relevant persons has been provided with a reasonable period for the 
consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

552 4959, 5099 ConocoPhillips failure to mitigate 
impacts and risks to threatened species 
to ALARP 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has provided details on the control measures that will be implemented for the duration of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to ensure the impacts and risks are reduced to ALARP and an Acceptable Level.  Consideration has 
been given to a number of additional control measures to determine the benefits of their implementation towards impact and risk 
reduction to determine the practicability and effectiveness of adoption, based on a hierarchy of controls methodology.  
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS) have been developed as a statement of performance required of a control measure to 
ensure the control measure consistently performs to reduce impact or risk to ALARP and to an Acceptable Level, as detailed in EP 
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Chapter 9. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that the demonstration of ALARP has been adequately addressed 
in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

557 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society does not 
consider it acceptable for 
ConocoPhillips to seek approval for test 
drilling at up to six well sites without 
having first identified the sites and 
undertaken a detailed environmental 
risk assessment based on the specifics 
of those sites. The possible drilling area 
is extensive and contains varied and 
complex ecological contexts. It is simply 
not appropriate to grant a catch all 
approval. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures 
that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result 
in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and 
risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce 
consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific 
drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search within a sound, light 
or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that seabed 
surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant 
sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation measures 
being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap 
with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states ConocoPhillips 
Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number of wells for which approval is 
being sought under this EP.  
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

565 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society is of the strong 
view that ConocoPhillips should, at this 
time, be seeking approval to conduct 
seabed surveys, not drilling activity. 
Alternatively, if ConocoPhillips currently 
holds approval to conduct seabed 
surveys, these should be conducted 
and completed prior to an EP for test 
drilling being submitted. ConocoPhillips 
should seek drilling approval based on 
preferred drilling locations once they 
are known to enable the risks to be 
properly assessed and mitigation 
measures properly considered. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the use of seabed survey data to inform drilling locations to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the impact assessment was adequate. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to a range of control measures to reduce impacts to the seabed to levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable, as detailed in Table 9-1. These include the implementation of a Mooring Plan which requires seabed surveys 
to be conducted prior to finalising MODU position and location of mooring equipment. EPS 6.1 has been updated following public 
comment to include a requirement for seabed survey data and seabed imagery to be analysed by a suitably qualified spatial benthic 
ecologist to identify benthic values and sensitivities and inform protection priorities, measures and reporting requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers it is appropriate to be seeking approval for the full extent of the proposed exploration program, 
rather than preparing separate EPs and seeking separate approvals for these interrelated activities. 
No further changes have been made to the EP in response to this claim." 

569 4959, 5099 It is also our view that proposed drilling 
sites constitute information necessary 
to ensure proper and complete relevant 
person (and community) consultation 
regarding the impact and risks on the 
functions, interests and activities of 
other parties. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding undefined drilling locations associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit. 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with petroleum tittles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all 
potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. The 
precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise 
impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. Regarding environmental impact and risk assessment 
and mitigation, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the impacts and risks, including those to the functions, interests 
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and activities of other parties, of the proposed activity in EP chapters 6, 7 and 8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

571 4959, 5099 It is also our view that proposed drilling 
sites constitute information necessary 
to ensure proper and complete relevant 
person (and community) consultation 
regarding the impact and risks on the 
functions, interests and activities of 
other parties. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers this claim regarding undefined drilling locations associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit. 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with petroleum tittles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all 
potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. The 
precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise 
impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Regarding environmental impact and risk assessment and mitigation, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the impacts 
and risks, including those to the functions, interests and activities of other parties, of the proposed activity in EP chapters 6, 7 and 8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

574 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society believes it is 
inappropriate to excise vessel 
movements (including rig movements) 
to and from the EMBA from the EP for 
the purposes of assessment of impact 
and risks and approval. Such vessel 
movements occur only because of and 
in facilitation of the proposed 
exploration project. They would clearly 
be captured if they were regulated 
under the EPBC Act and they do create 
additional impacts and risks to the 
receiving environment (noting that they 
are cumulative risks in the context of 
other non-project-related vessel 
movements). These are not non-
negligible impacts and risks given the 
prevalence of cetaceans in the region 
(both off- and inshore) and the 
potential for rig movements to impact 
species including the orange-bellied 
parrot depending on timing. These 
potential impacts of vessel movements 
cannot be fully understood and 
redacted to ALARP without specific drill 
site locations and are another reason 
that this should not proceed until 
drilling locations are identified. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the scope of impact assessment is 
commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale of the petroleum activity. 
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the OPGGS Act and 
applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title. Activities occurring outside the 
operational areas a governed under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements.  
Maritime controls are in place for other activities that will not be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum title and are not 
included within the scope of the Environment Plan. For example: A Master’s obligation to navigate at a safe speed, and maintain a 
safe and proper lookout, is outlined in the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREG) 
and enacted in Australian legislation (the Navigation Act 2012). Further, under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) persons undertaking any activity that results in the unintentional death or injury of a cetacean in 
or beyond the Australian Whale Sanctuary, i.e. vessels and the drilling rig outside of the operational areas, must notify the Secretary 
of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water within seven days of becoming aware of the results of 
your activity.  The Australian Whale Sanctuary includes all Commonwealth waters from the 3 nautical mile state waters limit out to 
the boundary of the Exclusive Economic Zone (i.e. out to 200 nautical miles and further in some places). Within the Sanctuary it is an 
offence to kill, injure or interfere with a cetacean. Severe penalties apply to anyone convicted of such offences.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated the (now titled) Fauna Management (CM08, formerly Whale Management Plan, EP Appendix 
N) which includes detailed monitoring and mitigation measures to protect marine fauna in Section 4 (Fauna Management Actions – 
Interactions between Vessels and Fauna). The FMP reinforces that all vessels at all times must comply with the EPBC Regulations 
2000 Part 8: Vessel and Operating Procedures, which stipulates a 300 m caution zone for whales and a 150 m caution zone for 
dolphins.  " 

579 4959, 5099 Drilling in the oceans carries with it a 
risk of a spill event polluting the ocean 
and the surrounding coastline. The 
range of ecosystems and species that 
could be impacted by a spill is large. It 
includes marine and coastal plants, 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding potential risks to ecosystems and wildlife associated with a spill to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of 
risks.  
In respect to the claim regarding the impact of hydrocarbon spills to marine life, the reference and statistics provided are based on 
information which is neither peer reviewed nor published and does not provide a reference to academic literature. The brochure was 
developed within the United States of America and largely focuses on the Gulf of Mexico, outside of Australian waters. It is therefore 
not considered an appropriate analogue to compare impacts to ecological receptors against due to the lack of scientific backing 
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marine fish and reptiles, aquatic birds 
and shore birds. 

provided in the referenced material and the vast differences between the marine ecosystems of the Gulf of Mexico and the Otway 
Basin. 
Impacts and risks to the ecological environment from hydrocarbon spills have been thoroughly assessed in EP Sections 7.6 (marine 
diesel oil (MDO) Release) and 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)). The species which were identified within Section 4.6 that may be 
present within the environment that may be affected (EMBA), such as benthic and intertidal assemblages, marine plants, plankton, 
marine invertebrates, fish, birds, marine mammals, and marine reptiles have been included in assessment of consequences of a spill.  
The control measures in EP Sections 7.6.5 (MDO Release) and 7.7.5 (LOWC) identify the measures ConocoPhillips Australia will 
implement to mitigate risks, including potential consequences to marine ecosystems and wildlife, to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
These control measures align with standard industry practice and are considered appropriate to the nature and scale of the project. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
potential risks are mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental 
regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

582 4959, 5099 Hydrocarbon pollution would be 
disastrous for the sensitive Wilderness 
World Heritage coastline of Lutruwita / 
Tasmania and the King Island 
environment. A spill on Victoria’s Great 
Ocean Road would be devastating for 
local marine and coastal ecosystems, as 
well as Victoria’s tourism industry and 
reputation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA), 
King Island and Victorian coastlines associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and 
have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this 
area.  
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped by the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The spill modelling 
reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of Tasmania may be contacted. 
Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on 
previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold 
(<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged from 15 days up to 
100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the majority 
(approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to evaporate at a 
slower rate and only 1 percent being considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather conditions for the 
Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will evaporate, with the 
remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk of 
LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to 
reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in collaboration with 
environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to ALARP (as low 
as reasonably practicable). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not consider an oil spill an acceptable outcome of the project. thorough assessment of the potential 
risks and impacts to coastal habitats and communities, including sensitive habitats on King Island, was completed within Section 7.7.6 
of the EP. Given the unique environmental value of coastal areas such as King Island, the risk evaluation determined the consequence 
on coastal habitats and communities in the unlikely event of a spill to be ‘Medium’.  As such, considerable effort has been spent 
identifying control measures to be adopted to reduce the likelihood of a spill event and ensure the risks are mitigated to ALARP (as 
low as reasonably practicable). These control measures, outlined within Section 7.7.6 of the EP and Section 6 of the oil pollution 
emergency plan (OPEP), align with standard industry practice and are considered appropriate to the nature and scale of the project.  
In acknowledgement of the proximity of King Island, Tasmania and the potential adverse impacts that could occur in the unlikely 
event of a spill, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to pre-positioning first strike response resources on King Island, Tasmania. 
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This equipment will be placed of King Island prior to activities commencing within the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area. 
The pre-positioned response equipment will ensure a rapid response in the event of a spill and would reduce the potential impacts 
specifically to the King Island environment. 
 
The potential adverse impacts of a spill to the environment and the socio-economic activities which use these environments (such as 
tourism, recreational activities, fisheries, and cultural practices) have been taken into consideration in the risk assessment process. As 
stated within Section 7.7.6, the risk rating of a loss of well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users’, ‘other coastal 
habitats and communities’, and ‘First Nations Heritage’ has all been rated as Medium. A risk rating of ‘Medium’ indicates that 
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the potential sensitivities of these receptors and specific control measures need to be 
developed to lower the likelihood of the risk and potential consequences. The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the 
EP identify the measures ConocoPhillips Australia will implement to ensure the risk of a spill are reduced, and the potential 
consequences in the event of a spill are also mitigated.  In respect of the claims regarding First Nations Heritage the control measure 
CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection Program has been developed to ensure the protection of cultural values and sensitivities. These 
values and sensitivities which were identified in consultation with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas. 
An assessment of potential impacts from a LOWC event associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to other marine and 
coastal users, including tourism, can be found in Table 7-37. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. In 
the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, ConocoPhillips is required to hold financial assurance and accountability 
for credible costs, expenses, and third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their activities. As stated 
within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that this financial assurance 
includes costs for operational response to contamination, clean-up and remediation of the environment, including environmental 
monitoring of the potential impacts. This control measure has been developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial 
assurance for petroleum titles’ and international compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution Compensation 
Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and strategies that will be implemented in the 
unlikely event of a spill. AMOSC was also commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), 
including a Shoreline Protection and Clean-up Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the specific sensitive areas 
that may be impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure any impacts are lowered.  These documents 
all contribute to the precautionary measures that ConocoPhillips is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event during the activity 
are mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within Section 7.7.6 of the EP. These measures have 
been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists and align with standard industry practices. 
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the control measures set out within the EP and the OPEP to allow the potential risks and 
consequences of a spill event to be mitigated to ALARP (as low as reasonably practicable) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with 
all environmental regulatory requirements. As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

583 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society does not 
consider it acceptable or sufficient that 
ConocoPhillips’ proposal could result in 
a more than 100 day spill, in the event 
of a spill that requires a relief well rig to 
be sourced from Asia. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the duration of a spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted loss of well control (LOWC) event without 
any spill response intervention. This release over 90 days is considered conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC is considered the 
worst-case not necessarily the most credible. As such the volume released, and duration of the response is likely to be less. 
As stated, within EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible options of Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) locations 
considered: Victoria, Northwest Shelf and Singapore. Based off these three scenarios, ConocoPhillips Australia estimated the 
timeframes to complete a relief well kill with 90 days considered a conservative medium timeframe. In the extremely unlikely event of 
a worst-case spill scenario, it is likely that a relief well could be drilled in less than 90 days. 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) as specified within Section 5 within 
the OPEP. As an Australian based company, AMOSC would be the first spill response company to be activated in the event of a spill.  
AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically placed around Australia. The closest office 
and location of personal and response equipment is located within Geelong, Victoria, Australia. The membership includes assurance 
of 24/7 response and capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC has ensured that equipment and personnel from Geelong can be 
mobilised within specified timeframes. The AMOSC membership also ensures access to national equipment stockpiles maintained by 
the Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other AMOSC member companies under the 
Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the ‘AMOSPlan’.  
These agreements are in addition to the local resources in Victoria and Tasmania and strategically positioned on King Island (which 
will be available in the event that drilling activities are scheduled to occur within the operational areas immediately adjacent to King 
Island). ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this capacity to be sufficient in relation to the risk of a spill event within the Otway 
Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in the 
EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

585 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society believes it is 
premature for ConocoPhillips to have 
submitted this EP to NOPSEMA 
knowing our organisation, and others, 
do not consider relevant person 
consultation has been completed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the Environment 
Regulations. Formal consultation commenced in February 2023, with initial communications outlining the proposed approach to 
consultation, a consultation timeline and activity information. Simultaneous to this, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook a significant 
advertising campaign and created an online consultation hub to support the identification of potentially relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia extended the consultation period twice to ensure relevant persons had a reasonable period with sufficient 
information to engage in the consultation process (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 and 
communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons (EVENT ID 3181). 
EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, approaches and communication tools used to support consultation, with 
extensive evidence of consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that a sufficient information to allow relevant persons and potentially relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities has 
been provided and that each relevant person and potentially relevant persons has been provided with a reasonable period for the 
consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

587 4959, 5099 The Wilderness Society considers that 
not only is ConocoPhillips’ consultation 
with the Wilderness Society as a 
relevant person incomplete, but that it 
has been inadequate, rushed and 
unprepared. We have not been 
provided sufficient information, useful 
dialogue or sufficient time to review 
late-published documents. 
ConocoPhillips uploaded new 
documents to the project website 
without notifying relevant persons. The 
Wilderness Society does not consider 
this sufficient. Relevant persons cannot 
be expected to constantly monitor 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the Environment 
Regulations. Formal consultation commenced in February 2023, with initial communications outlining the proposed approach to 
consultation, a consultation timeline and activity information. Simultaneous to this, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook a significant 
advertising campaign and created an online consultation hub to support the identification of potentially relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia extended the consultation period twice to ensure relevant persons had a reasonable period with sufficient 
information to engage in the consultation process (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 and 
communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons (EVENT ID 3181). 
EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, approaches and communication tools used to support consultation, with 
extensive evidence of consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that a sufficient information to allow relevant persons and potentially relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities has 
been provided and that each relevant person and potentially relevant persons has been provided with a reasonable period for the 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
company websites just in case new 
documents are added. 

consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

588 4959, 5099 Given all of these deficiencies in the 
consultation process, we have certainly 
not had sufficient opportunity to 
discuss risks associated with this project 
that we consider unacceptable or 
mitigation measures we consider 
important to reduce risks to ALARP 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding consultation in the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Division 3 and Regulation 25 of the Environment 
Regulations. Formal consultation commenced in February 2023, with initial communications outlining the proposed approach to 
consultation, a consultation timeline and activity information. Simultaneous to this, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook a significant 
advertising campaign and created an online consultation hub to support the identification of potentially relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia extended the consultation period twice to ensure relevant persons had a reasonable period with sufficient 
information to engage in the consultation process (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 and 
communicated this availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons (EVENT ID 3181). 
EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, approaches and communication tools used to support consultation, with 
extensive evidence of consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that a sufficient information to allow relevant persons and potentially relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities has 
been provided and that each relevant person and potentially relevant persons has been provided with a reasonable period for the 
consultation, with ample opportunity to provide information and feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

591 5475, 4959, 5099 ConocoPhillips, in a response to The 
Wilderness Society’s statement of 
concerns about the critically 
endangered orange bellied parrot, 
states a light management plan will be 
developed in the future. However, The 
Wilderness Society believes a light 
management plan should be 
developed at the stage of preparing the 
EP, based on drilling location, and 
failing to do so is just one example of 
ConocoPhillips cutting corners in the 
preparation of the EP. The Wilderness 
Society believes further extensive 
discussions with relevant persons are 
required to reduce risks to a range of 
cetaceans, shore birds and marine 
species to ALARP. In conclusion, the 
Wilderness Society reiterates our 
position that ConocoPhillips’ Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program RMS ID 
7618 should not be accepted in its 
current form. 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the completion of environmental assessments across the 
broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process ConocoPhillips 
Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback 
received and as a result of the maturation of subsurface data.  
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve flaring, have 
been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species such as shearwaters, as follows: 
- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 to 4. 
- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit 
T/49P, has been reduced to one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species.  
- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  
These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of subsurface data and support improved environmental 
outcomes for species such as the orange-bellied parrot. 
 
Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during 
migration (late-Feb to early-April and November) within T/49P. However, this limitation was rejected following assessment of: 
- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant costs associated with delays and safety drivers for 
timing of DSTs. 
- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this 
area, the significant distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, and that the overlap with the 
probable migration route will be intermittent and short duration (<100 hours) 
- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) which will be implemented to minimise light impacts 
and will also minimise the likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted to the rig or vessel 
where a collision could occur, and 



Feedback ID  Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the 
Otway Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to migratory parrots (and other species) associated with routine and flaring light 
emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
  
Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the June 2024 project update.  
 
 Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, refine 
our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities.     

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
1085 15/03/2023 Community Session Community drop-in session held at King Island.  Wednesday 15 March, 11.30-2.30 3-7pm. 

Members of the community were able to drop in at their convenience to discuss the project. 
King Island Shire Mayor attended a drop-in session on King Island to hear community concerns regarding ConocoPhillips Australia's 
proposed exploration program. Community members hadn't engaged directly with company representatives but protested outside. The 
council hadn't taken a stance yet, prioritising understanding project risks and impacts on fishing, agriculture, tourism, and the island's brand. 
The reopening Tungsten Mine was supported for its economic benefits. Housing and economic growth were discussed, alongside concerns 
about environmental risks, wind-borne emissions, and perceived lack of local benefits. Economic benefits from the project were debated, 
including potential local purchasing opportunities. The mayor emphasised the importance of the council-operated airport and aviation 
safety, aiming to attract larger operators. Consultation expectations included risk profiles, environmental safeguards, and community 
benefits, with a preference to avoid winter for engagement due to seasonal population changes.    

4439 16/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team asking if the survey they sent was received and completed. Linked provided to shared 
responses of 3 AEMO's. 

1777 16/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team including a link to Wilderness Society’s Survey of King Island Residents.  
648 16/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team thanking them for completing a survey. 
709 30/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team responding to individual thanking for advice and feedback and providing more information 

regarding the Otway Drilling Program. 
1778 30/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual opposing drilling activity in the Otway Basin with ChatGPT result of an overview on ConocoPhillips 

Climate Change Action Plan attached. 
832 31/03/2023 Social Pinpoint 

Registered for Updates 
INCOMING SURVEY: completed Stay Connected Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint on 31/03/2023: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Requested to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

714 2/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Response to individual acknowledging information received on ChatGPT assessment of ConocoPhillips' Climate Change 
Action Plan. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share 
feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4438 21/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting a draft EP.  
2986 22/08/2023 Social Pinpoint 

Registered for Updates 
INCOMING SURVEY: completed Stay Connected Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint on 08/17/2023: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Requested to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling EP.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3480 20/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant organisation stating they have attached objections and claims regarding draft EP chapters for the 
ConocoPhillips Otway Basin Exploration Drilling Program.  

4445 20/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From COP team member forwarding an email on consultation on the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
4446 21/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team thanking them for providing their objections and claims in relation to the Proposed 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program. COP team requested the individual’s availability to meet with the COP team to discuss the concerns the 
individual raised.  

4447 22/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team discussing dates and times they are available to meet and discuss the Proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 

4644 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team letting the individual know that the COP team will discuss availability for meeting times 
and will get back to the individual.  

3809 26/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: COP team responded to individual proposing date and time for a meeting to discuss the Proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 

3816 26/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual confirming meeting time to meet to discuss the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
4451 26/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual discussing a time to meet to discuss the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. COP team 

confirming locational time based on daylight savings commencing. 
4453 26/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual discussing a time to meet to discuss the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
4444 2/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting COP share the meeting invite with others within their relevant organisation to discuss the 

Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
3995 2/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from the organisation automated reply accepting meeting invitation.  
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4359 3/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING - VIRTUAL: With representatives of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Formal presentation of project information. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Changes to operational areas, timelines. 
• Submission of draft chapters to NOPSEMA. 
• Referencing of sources; Environmental performance outcomes, measures and criteria. 
• Control measures; Indirect impact and risks across broader areas; AMSA’s role. 
• Feedback to date. 
• Light control and flaring; site selection criteria; timing as a mitigation measure.  
• Organisation critiqued NOPSEMA process re EPBC Act. 
• Cumulative impacts; World Heritage Areas; Threatened species. 
• Next steps and approach/timing to consultation and decision-making. 

4089 16/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP to provide contribution and approval on meeting notes from 3/10/23 meeting and ppt slides 
for their record. 

4440 16/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with draft meeting notes for review and feedback. 
 
Attachments: 
• Draft Meeting Notes 
• Briefing PDF 

4441 23/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual providing correction of draft meeting notes and additional feedback on the consultation process 
with COP and another title holder in the Otway Basin.  
 
Key discussion points: 
• Individual stated that they wish for all consultation information provided to COP by their relevant organisation be made public. 
• Individual stated that they do not believe consultation with another titleholder is complete. 
• Individual inquired about a status update on a written response from COP to previous objections and claims submitted by the individual. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4527 27/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team with formal letter attached in response to objections and claims raised in relation to 
the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4637 7/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team with formal letter attached in response to objections and claims raised in relation to 
the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4959 22/11/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the proposed ConocoPhillips 
Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4922 23/11/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the proposed ConocoPhillips 
Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4932 17/12/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the proposed ConocoPhillips 
Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4930 18/12/2023 Public Comment INCOMING EMAIL: Individual submitted a public comment on behalf of relevant organisation regarding the draft environmental plan for the 
proposed ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4917 18/12/2023 Public Comment INCOMING EMAIL: Individual submitted a public comment on behalf of relevant organisation regarding the draft environmental plan for the 
proposed ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

5099 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual from COP team with formal letter attached in response to objections and claims raised in relation to 
the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
• Overview of public comment and what was heard 
• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 
Next steps 
Participant led questions and answers 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
 
The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5236 21/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 
Complete Consultation 
Survey 

Individual completed consultation hub survey. 

5213 21/03/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COP team requesting webinar link for the scheduled webinar on the same day. 
5214 21/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent from COP team to individual with webinar invitation and login details for webinar on the same day as requested by 

the individual.  
5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5475 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation and public comment.  
 
Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received 
through consultation, and the maturation of subsurface data.   
 
Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
 
Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation 
have been updated.  
 
Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
 
Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
 
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5508 24/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to teams previous correspondence with revised responses to feedback. Individual 
commented: 
- Currently preparing a response which will be sent soon. 
- Asked if revised project area includes or excludes the Zeehan marine park. 

5509 24/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previous request for information on whether the zeehan marine park is excluded or 
included in the revised project area. Team noted: 
- They will check and respond once they know the answer. 

5510 24/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual confirming that the revised project area excludes the Zeehan Marine Park. Team also commented: 
- Individual to please let team know if there is any further assistance required. 

5511 24/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting information on whether the project area revision also excludes the marine park multiple 
use zone. 

5512 25/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming query that revised operational area for T/49P excludes the Multiple Use Zone of the 
Zeehan Marine Park. 

5513 25/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking team for recently confirmed information. 
5514 26/07/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on behalf of organisation expressing their ongoing objections to the proposed drilling program in 

light of the revisions. The main points of the email included: 
 
- Belief that the proposed drilling activities are not acceptable without a detailed environmental risk assessment based on specific drill site 
locations. 
- Assertion that the proposed changes to the drilling activities are minimal and do not address their key concerns about environmental risks. 
- Concern about the impact of the drilling activities on endangered whales in the region and their belief that further scientific analysis and 
timing limitations should be included in the environment plan. 
- View that vessel movements should be included in the environmental assessment. 
- Belief that a standby rig should be present in Victorian waters to reduce environmental risks. 
- Concern about the potential impact of a spill on various ecosystems and species. 
- Assertion that the proposed drilling activities have failed to satisfactorily complete relevant persons consultation with their organization. 
- Conclusion that the draft environment plan fails to meet the requirements for an acceptable environment plan and should not be accepted 
in its current state. 

5515 29/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual noting that the team has forwarded their previous correspondence to the intended recipient with 
ConocoPhillips. 

5527 15/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to previously received feedback. Email included attached letter which thanked individual 
for their feedback and noted each objection, claim and statement received throughout the recently received feedback and provided COP's 
response. 
- A summary of the received feedback and provided response can be found within Feedback IDs: 807 - 820. 

6288 22/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



SEALS BY SEA TOURS – ORG ID 525 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SEALS BY SEA TOURS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SEALS BY SEA TOURS was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SEALS BY SEA TOURS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SEALS BY SEA TOURS is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity. Seal By Sea Tours operate in waters around Portland.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SEALS BY SEA TOURS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SEALS BY SEA TOURS’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 594; 928) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 
1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 594). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SEALS BY SEA TOURS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Seal By Sea Tours received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Seal By Sea Tours between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023. (over a period of 87 days).   
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Seal By Sea Tours to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Seal By Sea Tours raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and responses is 
shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

594 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

928 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 
the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



3D Oil – ORG ID 526 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 3D Oil was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 3D Oil was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 3D Oil is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): 3D Oil is a Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 3D Oil holds offshore interests in the planning area.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with 3D OIL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. 3D OIL engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Colac Otway Shire Council for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on 3D OIL preferred method of consultation and communicated by webinar (Event ID 1329) and campaign email correspondence (Event 
ID(s) 103; 1157; 1221; 1637; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). 3D OIL communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, advising 
they would like to continue receiving updates regarding the proposed drilling program (Event ID’s 1064, 1065, 1281). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from 3D OIL but continued 
to provide project update correspondence as it became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1157). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to 3D OIL to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The 
base level of information provided on 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
3D Oil received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023 when they engaged via webinar registration, 203 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9th November 
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to 3D Oil on 11 May 2023. 
 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, 3D Oil had the information for a period of 182 days. 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
During consultation, 3D Oil raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation 
of an Environmental Plan. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1682 9/01/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from individual with attachment: 
• Project Update January 2023 

1064 20/04/2023 Social Pinpoint Webinar 
Registration 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Individual 
has completed a Stay Connected Survey and provided the following: 
• Contact Details. 
• Individual has provided COP of how they were informed of the EP.   

1065 20/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Individual 
has completed a Stay Connected Survey and provided the following: 
• Contact Details. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1221 18/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
.       Invited people to attend a webinar on May 23, 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 
.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub and provided the link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

1281 22/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Individual 
has completed a Stay Connected Survey and provided the following: 
• Contact Details. 
• Postal Address. 

1329 23/05/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  
 
• Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Regulatory Framework. 
• The drilling process. 
• The preliminary environmental risk and impact assessment. 
Participant led questions and answers 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental 
plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts 
on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the environmental 
plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed light on 
facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts 
on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5194 15/03/2024 Social Pinpoint 
Complete Consultation 
Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. Individual 
has provided the following: 
• Contact Details. 
• Individual would like to receive Project Updates. 
• Individual would prefer to receive information via Webinars. 
• Individual has not recognised themselves as a relevant person. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Apollo Bay Fishing Charters – ORG ID 527 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Apollo Bay Fishing Charters was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Apollo Bay Fishing Charters was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Apollo Bay Fishing Charters is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Apollo Bay Fishing Charters is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Apollo Bay Fishing Charters is a tourism operator within Environment Planning Area.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided APOLLO BAY FISHING CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. APOLLO BAY FISHING CHARTERS 
engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia consulted with Apollo Bay Fishing Charters through email and telephone call. The telephone call regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin. COP contacted organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. Apollo Bay Fishing Charters stated email received, however is unsure of relevance at this time. COP informed of 
information sent to organisation to help ascertain relevance. COP advised that further information be sent through to keep organisation informed. Conoco Phillips Australia provided project updates via email 
(Event ID 1414, 1637, 3050). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on APOLLO BAY FISHING CHARTERS preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any 
communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4391). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to APOLLO BAY FISHING CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4391). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4391). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Apollo Bay Fishing Charters received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Apollo Bay Fishing Charters between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023. (over a period of 119 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Apollo Bay Fishing Charters to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Apollo Bay Fishing Charters raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 



 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
 
•  Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will 
be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment 
and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4391 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Official Letter. 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1541 20/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. COP 
contacted organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence. 
• Individual stated email received, however is unsure of relevance at this time. 
• COP informed of information sent to organisation to help ascertain relevance. 
• COP advised that further information be sent through to keep organisation informed.  

595 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

920 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions 
would include: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd – ORG ID 528 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Operating as Offshore marine and research service provider within Environmental Planning Area.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd resulted in a meaningful exchange of information and the provision of additional text in the Environmental Plan to clarify 
understandings of issues around updates to: specification of potential drilling locations (Section 1.4); monitoring equipment – control measures (Section 6.2 and Chapter 9); and avoidance areas – Environmental 
Protection Standards. The issues were also addressed in Chapter 2 (Scope) and Chapter 4 (EMBA). A formal response was provided to RP (Event ID 2727). 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd as to preferred methods of consultation. The consultation was direct involving emails and campaign email correspondence.  
Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd notified (Event ID 4615) of potential conflicts of interest (to ConocoPhillips Australia and NOPSEMA Community Environmental Reference Group (CERG). Stakeholder also 
registered an interest in supplying services to the project (Event ID 2484). ConocoPhillips Australia provided formal correspondence in response to Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd’s claims and 
objections (Event ID 2727). ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to provide project update correspondence to Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd.  

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2727). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Australian Oceanographic Service PTY Ltd to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 5 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2477; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 210 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd between 15 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 85 days). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Australian Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd raised 4 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

17 2727, 720 Claim Relevant person stated that 
since drilling sites are not 
shown interactions cannot 
currently be determined.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic 
data obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic 
Survey in permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing 
historic seismic data for parts of permit VIC/P79, to 
support the identification of drilling locations. This 
process will take some time and, as we work toward 
defining candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is proceeding to develop an Environment Plan 
that assesses the potential impacts and risks associated 
with exploration activities over larger operational areas 
within each of permit areas.  ConocoPhillips Australia is 
proceeding to develop an Environment Plan that 
assesses the potential impacts and risks associated with 
exploration activities over larger operational areas within 
each of permit areas. We understand that this may result 
in an overestimation of impacts and risks that are 
specific to your functions, interests and activities. 
However, we are applying a precautionary approach and 

Updates made to section 1.4 of EP. 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

request you provide feedback in relation to potential 
interactions over the larger operational areas, and the 
broader Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we 
can address any concerns you may have. 

64 1239, 2727 Claim Relevant person informed 
that the absence of defined 
drilling and seabed survey 
locations prior to EP 
submission is not acceptable. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic 
data obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic 
Survey in permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing 
historic seismic data for parts of permit VIC/P79, to 
support the identification of drilling locations. This 
process will take some time and, as we work toward 
defining candidate drilling locations, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is proceeding to develop an Environment Plan 
that assesses the potential impacts and risks associated 
with exploration activities over larger operational areas 
within each of permit areas.  ConocoPhillips Australia is 
proceeding to develop an Environment Plan that 
assesses the potential impacts and risks associated with 
exploration activities over larger operational areas within 
each of permit areas. We understand that this may result 
in an overestimation of impacts and risks that are 
specific to your functions, interests and activities. 
However, we are applying a precautionary approach and 
request you provide feedback in relation to potential 
interactions over the larger operational areas, and the 
broader Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we 
can address any concerns you may have. 

Updates made to section 1.4 of EP. 

239 3194, 3862 Request Relevant person advised that 
monitoring equipment has 
been installed within the 
VIC/P79 operational area 
which will need to be 
avoided.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia have undertaken to assess the 
potential for interference with the temperature logger 
and mooring based on the position of the logger and 
mooring and depth of top float provided. The 
assessment identified that the closest likely activity 
distance from the logger is approximately 4 km. The 
following control measure and environmental 
performance standard has been included in the 
Environment Plan to minimise the likelihood of impacts 
to this equipment. 
 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures. 
Environmental Performance Standard: An avoidance 
area will be established around the temperature logger 
and mooring in VIC/P79 to minimise the risk of damage 
to or loss of the monitoring equipment, associated with 
vessel and MODU movements [see EVENT ID: 3194: for 
coordinates], and will be communicated to vessel and 
MODU operators prior to commencement of the 
activity.  
Measurement Criteria:  

Addition of relevant text in section in 
Chapter 6.2 Interference with Other 
Marine and Coastal Users. 
New control Measure in section 6.2 
and Section 9 - Table 9-1. 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures. 
Environmental Performance 
Standard: An avoidance area will be 
established around the temperature 
logger and mooring in VIC/P79 to 
minimise the risk of damage to or 
loss of the monitoring equipment, 
associated with vessel and MODU 
movements [see EVENT ID: 3194: for 
coordinates], and will be 
communicated to vessel and MODU 
operators prior to commencement 
of the activity.  



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

- Vessel Logs 
- Vessel Tracks  
- Consultation Records 
- Induction 
- No recordable incidents 

1013 1184 Claim Relevant person emphasized 
the need to identify sites 
before having a meaningful 
discussion with fishers or 
dealing with potential impacts 
as expected in the 
Environmental Plan. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges objections and 
claims regarding drilling locations and areas of 
assessment and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure that an adequate explanation of the 
assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment 
Plan), the process for selecting final drilling locations 
involves the completion of seismic data processing in 
order to select targets with a high probability of success 
and an analysis of the efficiency of the drilling program 
to confirm resources with the least number of wells. 
Therefore, operational areas have been designed to 
represent the broadest area within which petroleum 
activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
provided a thorough description of the environment 
within the operational areas and the environment that 
may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed 
surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere 
within broader operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey 
and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that 
this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. 
However, a precautionary approach is being taken that 
assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate 
control measures across the board to minimise impacts 
and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips 
Australia's proposed activities allows for the full 
consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest 
possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is 
considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation 
burden when compared to the alternative of developing 
multiple environment plans for a reduced number of 
specific drilling locations, without consideration of 
feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full 
extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a 
suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states 

Additional information provided in 
EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this 
Environment Plan) 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

ConocoPhillips Australia are proposing to drill a 
maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the 
maximum number of wells for which approval is being 
sought under this EP. It also provides details of activity 
limitations that limit the number of seabed surveys, 
wells, VSP tests and DSTs with flaring that can occur 
within an area. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these 
objections and claims and is satisfied that the concerns 
raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the 
reasons outlined above.  As a result, no further changes 
have been made to the EP in response. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

720 5/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from Individual noted receipt of information and informing more data required to determine future interaction requirements. 
2477 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 

persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1187 21/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual informing of inability to attend Community information Sessions and requesting drilling locations. 
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1160 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to project update and requesting PDF of drilling locations. 
1162 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising of proposed activities and offering to have a meeting regarding potential impacts. 
1184 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual raising concerns regarding the necessity for precise drilling information. 
1204 16/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acknowledging concerns. Requesting to set up a meeting and provided option for online or in person. 
1239 19/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual expressing doubts regarding projects acceptability. 
1245 21/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual providing information regarding their background and offering professional assistance. 
1246 22/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with thanks for previous information shared and expanding. Informed of an in-person meeting opportunity. 
1324 24/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual accepting the in-person meeting opportunity. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2484 11/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual providing their resume to be considered to undertake a role in the Otway Drilling Program.  
1651 12/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acknowledging receipt of resume. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3017 28/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual relaying feedback interpretation related to community comments. 
3019 31/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their concerns and informing of steps being taken to address them. 
2727 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as a response to objections and claims.  

 
Attached: 
• Official Letter of Response 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3194 4/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COPA team was also cc'd to other relevant individuals. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Individual notified that in reading EP chapter they realised infrastructure had been previously deployed by them close to boundary of project. 
• Provided coordinates. 
• Informed other stakeholders. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4615 12/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual informing of changes requested to NOPSEMA and also potential conflicts of interest with Otway. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak – ORG ID 530 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 

• Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): APOLLO BAY SURF AND KAYAK is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 

the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak is a tourism operator within the Environmental Planning Area.  

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Apollo Bay Surf and 

Kayak did not engage and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 599; 911) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 

1414; 1637; 1728; 1741; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 599).  
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 599). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 599). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

Information Received  

• ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days). 



 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  (all except FN and Commercial Fishers) 

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation. 

  

During consultation:  

During consultation, Apollo Bay Surf and Kayak raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

599 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

911 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 

persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  

 

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 

 

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 

activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 

the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 

values and sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 

 

• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 

• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 

.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   

 

Included details on: 

• The mapping tool and how to access. 

• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 

• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  

 

Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions would 

include: 

• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 

• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 

• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 

 

Attached the following information sheet:  

• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 

 

Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 

pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 

August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

 



 
 

Conoco Phillips Australia’s consultation with BAGOUT FISHING CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, 
with no response received. 

 

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia sought direction from Bagout Fishing Charters Fishing Charters on their preferred method of consultation and communicated via 
email (Event ID 659; 931), campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 599). 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Bagout Fishing Charters to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 659). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 599). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  

 
Information Received 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Bagout Fishing Charters received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Bagout Fishing Charters between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 80 days). 

Bagout Fishing Charters – ORG ID 532 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Bagout Fishing Charters was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Bagout Fishing Charters was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Bagout Fishing Charters is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Bagout Fishing Charters is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Bagout Fishing Charters Fishing charter is an operator within Environmental Planning area 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional 
time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review 
and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Bagout Fishing Charters to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Bagout Fishing Charters raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event Feedback Type 
ID 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

     

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 
Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
659 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  



• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

931 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents 
and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the 
proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 



• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, 
and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as 
a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 



• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 



Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 



.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 



Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

  



 
 
 



Colac Yacht Club – ORG ID 533 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Colac Yacht Club was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Colac Yacht Club was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Colac Yacht Club is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Colac Yacht Club is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Yacht Club is operating within Victorian waters around Colac.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Colac Yacht Club with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
Conoco Phillips Australia consulted with Colac Yacht Club through email (Event ID 924). The email sent to Colac Yacht Club with invitation to attend upcoming community sessions. The email included the 
community session time and locations. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Colac Yacht Club preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication 
methods. Conoco Pillips Australia provided project updates through email (Event ID’s 1205, 1414, 1637, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 608).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Colac Yacht Club to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 19 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 608). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 608). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Colac Yacht Club received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 170 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Colac Yacht Club between 8 June 2023 and 31 August 2023 (over a period of 84 days). 



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Colac Yacht Club to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
  
During consultation:  
During consultation, Colac Yacht Club raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 

 

 

 



Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

608 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

924 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided.  

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Portland Yacht Club – ORG ID 534 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Portland Yacht Club was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Portland Yacht Club was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Portland Yacht Club is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): PORTLAND YACHT CLUB is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Portland Yacht Club operates within Victorian waters. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Portland Yacht Club with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on PORTLAND YACHT CLUB preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 605; 918) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 
1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 605).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Portland Yacht Club to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 605). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Portland Yacht Club received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Portland Yacht Club between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Portland Yacht Club to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Portland Yacht Club raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

605 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore 
Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

918 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and 
relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the 
proposed activities.  

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with 
the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.   

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 



Feedback ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) – ORG ID 535 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of 
contact were made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 617) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods aside from automated emails 
confirming receipt of correspondence (Event ID(s) 2568; 3308). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 617).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 617). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, World Wide Fund for Nature Australia (WWF) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

617 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

2568 11/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3308 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 



Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing – ORG ID 536 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing is a peak body for recreational 
fishing in Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of 
contact were made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 621) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 621).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 621). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Tasmanian Association for Recreational Fishing raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the 
assessments and responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

621 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Kingston District Council – ORG ID 537 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Kingston District Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Kingston District Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Kingston District Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Kingston District Council is a Local Council, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. Kingston District Council is a Local Council within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Kingston District Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Kingston District Council as to its preferred consultation method and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 136; 4861) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1158; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method other than an automated out-of-office 
email (Event ID 3322). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Kingston District Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 136; 4861). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157;1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158; 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 136; 4861). 
 Provided information on upcoming information sessions (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Kingston District Council received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Kingston District Council between 27 February 2023 and 11 May 2023 (over a period of 73 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Kingston District Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Kingston District Council raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

136 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

4861 27/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3322 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne – ORG ID 538 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne was identified via Desktop Research. 

• Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne are a Fishing Tour Operator operating from Melbourne to Portland, Victoria. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were 

made with no response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 670; 910; 3142) and campaign email correspondence 

(Event ID(s) 1158; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 670).  

 

Sufficient Information EP Section 3.5 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 670). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 670). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period EP Section 3.6 

Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 234 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 80 days).  

 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 

the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation. 

 

During consultation: 

During consultation, Pro Red Fishing Charters Melbourne raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

670 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

910 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 

persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  

 

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 

 

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 

environmental values and sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3142 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of commencement of draft release EP. 

 

Attached: 

• Link to the project consultation hub.  

• Thanked for any feedback received and provided link to provide feedback. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 

31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 

to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 539 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Desktop Research  
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Marine is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Marine is a fishing store and boat sales business located in Warrnambool. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  Marine with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 597; 922; 3140) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 597).  
  
Sufficient Information EP Section 3.5 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 597). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 597). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period EP Section 3.6 

received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

597 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

922 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3140 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of commencement of draft release EP. 
 
Attached:  
• Link to the project consultation hub.  
• Thanked for any feedback received and provided link to provide feedback. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been   
adopted in the EP as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



Surf N Fish – ORG ID 540 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Surf N Fish was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Surf N Fish was identified via Desktop Research  

• Surf N Fish is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Surf N Fish is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 

affected by the presence of the activity. Surf N Fish is a business operating within the environmental planning area. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Surf N Fish with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 

received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Surf N Fish preferred method of consultation and corresponded via email (Event ID(s) 596; 921) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 

1728; 1741; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 596).  

 

Sufficient Information EP Section 3.5 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Surf N Fish to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 

The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 596). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 596). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period EP Section 3.6 

Surf N Fish received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 

base level of sufficient information listed above to Surf N Fish between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  



 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Surf N Fish to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 

functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 

response to consultation. 

 

During consultation: 

During consultation, Surf N Fish raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

596 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

921 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 

persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  

 

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 

 

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 

proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 

the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information:  

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 

environmental values and sensitivities.  

Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 

• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

The following information was attached: 

• A covering letter. 

• Project Update MAY23. 

 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 

Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 

• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 

• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 

.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 

• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   

 

Included details on: 

• The mapping tool and how to access. 

• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 

• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  

 

Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 

 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions 

would include: 

• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 

• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 

• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 

 

Attached the following information sheet:  

• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 

 

Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 

31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 

to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

 



Port Fairy Yacht Club – ORG ID 541 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Port Fairy Yacht Club was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Port Fairy Yacht Club was identified via Desktop Research  
 Port Fairy Yacht Club is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Port Fairy Yacht Club is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Port Fairy Yacht Club provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time. Port Fairy Yacht Club did not engage and did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Port Fairy Yacht Club preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 604; 917; 1034) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 
1205; 1414; 1637; 2551; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 604).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to Port Fairy Yacht Club to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 604). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 604). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.5)  
 
Port Fairy Yacht Club received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Port Fairy Yacht Club between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  



 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Port Fairy Yacht Club to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Port Fairy Yacht Club raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

604 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

917 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1034 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation. Team reached out to share information about upcoming Community Information Session.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Shared event flyer. 
• Hoped the members of the organisation would be able to join. 
• Apologised for the short notice. 
• Reassured that there would be other sessions in the area over the following months. 
• Shared the link to the consultation hub for member to provide direct feedback. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2551 24/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin. 
COP called to confirm contact details, unable to leave voicemail message. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver – ORG ID 542 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver was identified via Desktop Research  
 Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried 

out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver provided reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a 
reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver preferred method of consultation and corresponded via email (Event ID 672; 
4372) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any 
communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 672).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver to allow an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 672). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 672). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for 
public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver 
between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 80 days).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver to make an 
informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform 
the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Morgan Kurrajong Commercial Diver Specialist Marine Science and Conservation Diver raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests, or activities.  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

672 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

4372 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons 
to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers – ORG ID 543 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers was identified via Desktop Research  
 Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers are a seaweed processor located on the northwest coast of Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers provided reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were 
made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 591) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 591).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 591). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 591). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draf Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Tasmanian Seaweed Fertilisers raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and 
responses is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

591 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 
likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Kelpomix Tasmania – ORG ID 544 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Kelpomix Tasmania was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Kelpomix Tasmania was identified via Desktop Research  
 Kelpomix Tasmania is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Kelpomix Tasmania is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Kelpomix Tasmania is a kelp processor business located in Tasmania processing cast bull kelp and producing kelp based products. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Kelpomix Tasmania with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time. Kelpomix Tasmania did not engage and did not provide 
any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Kelpomix Tasmania preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 593) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 
3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 593) 
 
Sufficient Information EP Section 3.5 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Kelpomix Tasmania to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 593). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 593). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period EP Section 3.6 
Kelpomix Tasmania received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Kelpomix Tasmania between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 87 days).  
 



As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Kelpomix Tasmania to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Kelpomix Tasmania raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. The outcome of the assessments and responses 
is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

593 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) – ORG ID 545 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) is a registered Indigenous corporation that represents Aboriginal people from 
Southeast Tasmania. Aims to empower the Aboriginal people of South East Tasmania to contribute equitably to the nation’s economic, social, and political life, with full recognition of their Indigenous cultural 
heritage. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC)’s preferred consultation method and communicated via email (Event ID 634), registered mail (Event ID(s) 1950; 
2414) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any 
communication method.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 634). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1158). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 634). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1158). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



 

 

  

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/AN/AN/A
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/AN/AN/AN/A
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 
 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/AN/AN/AN/AN/AN/AN/A

 
Public Comment 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentSummary of Public CommentRelated Event IDFeedback ID

N/AN/AN/AN/A

Record of Consultation 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6)
South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 227  days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November
2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) between 13 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 136 
days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs,LALC's in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices 
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) to make an informed assessment of the possible
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

634 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback 
about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1950 5/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: to organisation's CEO stating that the organisation has been identified as a relevant organisation inviting 
participation in consultation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin: 
• Stated consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing an EP for assessment and provided the regulation definition of a 
relevant person. 
• Stated that COP believes that the organisation may have functions, interests, and activities within the planning area of the proposed area. 
• Affirmed that COP remains committed to consulting with local Indigenous communities to first understand their interests, activities and functions 
relating to the title areas, as well as their expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of their right to speak for and manage their 
own Sea Country. 
Provided a link to the online consultation hub and attached the following information sheets: 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation) 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant organisation, they should respond to COP team by 28/07/23 and provided contact 
details. 
Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project 
correspondence.  

2414 11/07/2023 Letter - Registered Mail Registered post sent on the 05/07/2023 Australia Post verified as delivered. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  



.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  



- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  



 
 



Environment Protection Authority (SA) – ORG ID 546 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Environment Protection Authority (SA) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Environment Protection Authority (SA) was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Environment Protection Authority (SA) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Environment Protection Authority (SA) is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Environment Protection Authority (SA) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from the Environment Protection Authority’s (SA) preferred method of communication. The Environment Protection Authority’s (SA) did not engage with ConocoPhillips 
Australia. Three automated email replies acknowledging receipt of correspondence were received from Environment Protection Authority (SA) to ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID’s 1738; 3296; 3408). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1489). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Environment Protection Authority (SA) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 15 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1489). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to marine mammals and other species (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1637; 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Environment Protection Authority (SA) received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 267 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Environment Protection Authority (SA) between 15 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 113 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 
Response to all objections and claims was provided in October and November 2023 (Event IDs: 4527; 4637), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5099; 5475). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Environment Protection Authority (SA) to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation: 
During consultation, Environment Protection Authority (SA) raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1490 15/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin: 
 
• Organisation confirmed best contact email for further correspondence. 
• COP team member assisted with general enquiries relating to the EP. 
• COP committed to providing the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be available via email.  
 

1489 15/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1738 15/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3408 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3296 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
•  Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
  
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA 
for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 
 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light 
of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



Game On Charters Portland – ORG ID 547 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Game On Charters Portland was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Game On Charters Portland was identified via Desktop Research 

• Game On Charters Portland is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Game On Charters Portland is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 

EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Game On Charters Portland is a fishing charter that operates in NSW waters around Batemans Bay. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND provided reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 

made with no response received. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 640; 4362) and campaign email correspondence (Event 

ID(s) 1205; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.  

 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 640) 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 

activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 13 March 2023 and 17 May 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 640). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1205). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1205).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1205). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 640). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 4362). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1205). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1205). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1205) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Link to Draft Environment Plan (3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission on 9 November.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND between 13 March 2023 and 17 May 2023 a period of 65 days.  

After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND had the information for a period of 70 days.  



 

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 

the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation, GAME ON CHARTERS PORTLAND raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

640 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

  

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 

as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4362 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 

persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  

 

Available sessions were: 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  

• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  

• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  

• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  

• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 

 

Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 

proposed activity.  

• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 

the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 

• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 

 

Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 

31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 

how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 

new information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



Gone Fishing Charters - Portland Tuna Charters – ORG ID 548 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Gone Fishing Charters - Portland Tuna Charters was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Gone Fishing Charters - Portland Tuna Charters was identified via Desktop Research  
 Gone Fishing Charters - Portland Tuna Charters is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Gone Fishing Charters - Portland Tuna Charters is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Gone Fishing Charters is a Fishing charter that operates in Victorian waters around Port Phillip Bay and Bass Strait. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. GONE 
FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 598; 923) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but 
continued to provide project updates for information. 
  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 598) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level information provided between 13 March and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 598). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 598). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table 
below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS between 13 March and 08 June 2023, a period of 87 days  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, GONE FISHING CHARTERS - PORTLAND TUNA CHARTERS raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

598 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

923 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 
  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 

 

LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP – ORG ID 549 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP is one of the largest fishing cooperatives in Australia 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts to contact were made, 
with no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program in November 2022 (Event ID 103) before formally initiating consultation in February 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP preferred method of 
consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 767; 944; 5315), telephone call (Event ID 1503) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1305; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 
4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. 
 
 In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 767). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 08 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 767). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 767). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
 Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received 



 

 

During consultation with LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP, no information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 274 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information as listed above to LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP between 08 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 a period of 120 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had provided sufficient information, LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP had the information for a period of 70 days.  

 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, LAKES ENTRANCE FISHERMAN’S COOP raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



 

 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Summary of Information Provided. 
. The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 

The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin. 
. Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.  Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys. 
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA 
will be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment. 
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts. 

 

• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 

Provided contact details for project team. 
767 8/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 

Attached: 
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1503 16/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding continued preparations of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin: 

• Individual not available. 
• Original contact is no longer a part of the organisation. 
• Receptionist advised details to be passed on to the new Manager, who will be in contact. 
• Voicemail message left providing contact information for COP. 

944 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 

Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm. 
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm. 
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm. 
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm. 
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 

 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 



 

 

Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list. 

Summary of Information Provided. 
.  Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity. 
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 

Summary of Information 
Provided. 
The attached information: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation. 
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities. 
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register. 

The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 

General contact information for the project team was provided. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which: 
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters. 
. Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
. Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
. Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.  Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.  Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. 



 

 

. Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20). 
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
. Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information. 
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information 
sessions. 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Summary of Information 
Provided. 
The attached information 
sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

 

sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 
3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Summary of Information Provided. 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
. Confirmed the extension of consultation on the 
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
. Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA 
for public comment and assessment. 
·. ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity. 
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
. Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
. Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested. 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



 

 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

. Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

. Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity. 
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts. 
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 

Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023) 
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub. 
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 
4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Summary of Information 
Provided. 

This email: 
. Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan. 
. Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment. 
. Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
. Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
. Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company. 
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
. Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result. 



 

 

. Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA. 

. Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November. 
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

The information sheet: 
. Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-  Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.  Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December. 
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
. Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

Summary of Information 

Provided. The attached 

information sheet: 

. Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters. 
. Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities. 
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library. 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

Provided links and contact details. 
5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

Summary of Information Provided. 

. Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this. 
.  Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
. Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

Contact and registration details were provided. 
5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised. 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 

2024) Summary of Information Provided. 

. Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this. 
.  Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
. Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

 

 information as it becomes available. 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 
5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 

fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine 
User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 



 

 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data. 
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2
024  

Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



Salty Dog Fishing Charters – ORG ID 550 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Salty Dog Fishing Charters was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Salty Dog Fishing Charters was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 Salty Dog Fishing Charters is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Salty Dog Fishing Charters is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, specifically a Fishing 
charter business operating in Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Salty Dog Fishing Charters with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Salty Dog Fishing Charters engaged with one claim, 
which ConocoPhillips Australia responded to directly, as shown in the Response to Objections and Claims table below. No further assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims were raised. 

Consultation process 
Salty Dog Fishing Charters attended the Community Session held in Port Fairy by ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 1180), following an SMS invite sent to them in April 2023 (Event ID 1031). ConocoPhillips 
Australia sought direction from Salty Dog Fishing Charters preferred method of communication. Salty Dog Fishing Charters advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly (Event ID 1141). 
Following initial contact, further engagement was undertaken via email, SMS, registered letter and a virtual meeting (Event ID 1145). Salty Dog Fishing Charters also accessed the consultation hub and completed a 
consultation survey and registered for webinars. Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided Salty Dog Fishing Charters with project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 
1221; 1637; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1159). 
 
 In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Public comment period    
Salty Dog Fishing Charters were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event 
ID 4846). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 
additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Salty Dog Fishing Charters that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
          
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to Salty Dog Fishing Charters, as shown in the Public Comment table below.  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Salty Dog Fishing Charters to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 27 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID’s 1180; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID’s 1145; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 



 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1031; 1158; 1180). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Salty Dog Fishing Charters was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, inviting them to a community information session, in April 2023, 197 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public 
comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Salty Dog Fishing Charters between 27 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 42 
days). After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Salty Dog Fishing Charters had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:    

 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID: 2726), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).    
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Salty Dog Fishing Charters to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.   
  
During consultation:  
Salty Dog Fishing Charters raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

25 2726, 1141 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that their tourism based (fishing 
charter) business will be impacted by 
the seismic testing and drilling 
operations in the northern half of 
VICP/79. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any further seismic testing 
as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This program involves seabed 
surveys and drilling operations.  
 
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to the 
following websites for more information:  
- https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Events Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

- https://www.tgs.com/seismic/multi-client/asia-pacific/australia/otway-relevant-
persons-consultation The Program will involve seabed surveys and drilling 
operations as per the attached information sheet.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) that our 
petroleum activities are carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act. Additionally, these 
activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), while 
also ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an 
acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the protection of the marine 
environment and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated with 
offshore petroleum activities. 
Regarding the concerns with drilling activities:  
- Please find attached additional information on potential impacts to commercial 
fishing. This information includes clarification on how drilling locations will be 
determined, and how access will be restricted for the short duration of the activity. 
In regards to drilling operations attracting bait fish, Popper et al. 2014 
(https://www.researchgate.net/publication/279347068_Sound_Exposure_Guideline
s) found that the majority of fish species are expected to exhibit avoidance 
behaviours to sound emissions. We can provide the draft Environment Plan 
chapters that talk to underwater sound and visual aesthetics once ready. " 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1031 27/04/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual to invite individual to an information session held in their area on proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program as the 
individual is a relevant person. Team member: 
• Couldn’t find their email address. 
• Mentioned ConocoPhillips drilling and environment experts will be at the information session to give information and answer question. 
• Suggested they call if more information needed. 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1141 3/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Complete Consultation 
Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Consultation Survey: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Stated they have functions, interests or activities related to Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Mentioned they participated to the community session held the previous day. 
• Described their functions, interests, or activities as local fishing charter owner operator. 
• Described their activities in more details. 
• Concerned and brought several questions regarding seismic testing, drill operations and impact on marine biodiversity. 
• Concerned about the proposed project to hinder their activities. 
• Brought questions regarding the benefits for the local community. 
• Opted-in to process with the consultation process regarding the continued preparations of an EP to undertake the exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin. 
• Agreed for the information provided to be shared publicly. 

1142 3/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Webinar 
Registration 

INCOMING REGISTRATION for future webinars: from individual via Webinar Registration survey on Social PinPoint. Individual provided their contact 
details to participate to future webinars concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Individual heard about the project on Facebook. 

4907 3/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Stay Connected survey via Social Pinpoint. Individual registered their contact details 
to receive information regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

1126 5/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual, considered a relevant person, following up three surveys filled by individual.  
.   No answer.  
.   Team member didn’t leave a voicemail as indicated on answering machine. 
 .   Left a text message on the same day instead. 

1127 5/05/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual in response to previous incoming surveys on the 3/05/2023 by individual. Team member invited individual to discuss the 
points raised in their response through the surveys and suggested the individual to call back or to send an email.  

1145 8/05/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
Summary of Information Provided 
• Overview of proposed activities within the Otway Basin. 
• Overview of consultation. 
• Key values and sensitivities. 
• Next steps regarding current EP. 
• Overview and analysis of impacts and risks. 
Key Discussion Points 
• Discussed an overview of COP’s current Permit Areas: T/49P and Vic/P79. 
• Discussed an overview of the Seabed Hazard Survey as well as the Exploration Drilling Activities. 
• Discussed current consultation process. 
• Discussed NOPSEMA’s EP approval process. 
• Provided further details regarding the area in which is being proposed for the EP for context. 
Key Actions 

1146 8/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual which also CC'd another relevant person as information was relevant to both entities.  
 
Team reached out sharing: 
• The details of a relevant person who attended a specific Information Session were attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• That individual had completed three surveys via the Otway Exploration Drilling Program consultation hub. 
• The individual wished to be consulted as a relevant person for both the organisation project and the ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
• The individual had given consent for their responses and contact details to be provided to that organisation. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1159 11/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual following up to a telephone call. 
 
Team reached out to deliver the following attachments: 
• The permit and operational area coordinates for the VICP/79 Permit 
• The permit and operational area map for the VICP/79 Permit  
• Information Sheet 2 (Project Overview) 
• Information Sheet 3 (Project Update) 
Future communication planned. 

1221 18/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
.       Invited people to attend a webinar on May 23, 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 
.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub and provided the 
link. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2726 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims. 
 
Attached: 
• Letter with Official Response. 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing) 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would 
be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed 
light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
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 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5322 8/05/2024 Letter - Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER - REGISTERED MAIL: Sent to commercial fisher advising them about the introduction of the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol and inviting them to provide feedback before 2 July 2024. Copy of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Consultation Draft) included. 

5348 9/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From the organisation about their ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Information was provided about: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
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5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Mako Ocean Adventures – ORG ID 551 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Mako Ocean Adventures was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Mako Ocean Adventures was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Mako Ocean Adventures is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Mako Ocean Adventures is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Mako Ocean Adventures operates ocean tours of local marine parks. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES provided reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES preferred communication and communicated via campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 
4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project information. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1158).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level information provided between 11 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1158). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan (Event ID 3181). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 182 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES between 11 May 2023 and 08 June 2023, a period of 28 days. 



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, MAKO OCEAN ADVENTURES raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub.  

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA – ORG ID 552 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA is a not for profit conservation organisation whose mission is to end the destruction of habitat and 
slaughter of wildlife in the world’s oceans. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were 
made, with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 615; 906) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project 
updates and information. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 615). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA… to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA between 13 March 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 170 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, SEA SHEPHERD AUSTRALIA raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 
615 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 

offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual 
or organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

906 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents 
and relevant persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.  
 
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm. 
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
 
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the 
proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  



• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, 
and environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 



 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the 
activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact 
details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that 
have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could 
access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 



• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas 
map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) – ORG ID 553 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) was identified via Email to project email. 
 Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) is an  assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, eNGO and 
Environment Focused Community Group, specifically a climate advocacy organisation for parents, career, families, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts 
and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Section 4.7.5.1. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) preferred method of communication. The Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf 
Coast) emailed ConocoPhillips Australia directly and engaged with a virtual meeting (Event ID’s 2699; 3257). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) with 
regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Public comment period 
Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) 
through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to 
make an effective comment. An additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support 
the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast), with 1 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 
through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 4991). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as 
shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5093). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) including after the closure of the public comment period. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
continued to engage with Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) through email (Event IDs: 4987, 4988, 4989, 4999, 5093, 5105, 5471). 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 06 July 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 2190; 2193). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to marine and coastal users (Event ID 2193). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 2190; 2625; 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2190). 



 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 2190). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2190; 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2190). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 2193). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) received initial engagement about the activity in July 2023, 127 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 
November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) between 06 July 2023 and 24 August 
2023 (over a period of 78 days) at the latest. 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in February and July 2024 (Event IDs: 5093, 5471), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) to make an informed assessment of 
the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where 
appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Australian Parents For Climate Action (North Tas and Surf Coast) raised 6 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In 
accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1081 3257 Relevant person mentioned that a strong connection to the country is established 
by taking people to the NW offshore islands. They also identified key representative 
First Nations organisations in NW Tasmania, including the Circular Head Aboriginal 
Centre, Tasmania Aboriginal Centre, and Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation. 

EP Sections 4.6.7.2 (Shearwaters) and 4.8. (First Nations Cultural Heritage) provide 
information on the cultural practice of mutton birding in reserves (excluding Nature 
Reserves) and private land in Tasmania, from the 27 March to 30 April each year when chicks 
are taken for their feathers, flesh and oil. It is understood that muttonbird harvesting is an 
important part of Aboriginal culture in Tasmania and commercial sheds are located on Babel, 
Chappell, Big Dog and Trefoil Islands all off Tasmania’s north-west coast. No further content 
was added to the EP in response to this information. 

1082 3257 Relevant person highlighted the importance of surf culture, particularly in regions 
hosting major international events, as a significant part of coastal culture. 

Information on surfing is already included in EP Section 4.7.5.3. 

1083 3257 Relevant person noted an increase in whale populations along the Tasmanian 
coastline, which is also leading to a rise in marine life and tourism in the region. 

This information was added to EP Section 4.7.5.1. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

340 5105, 3257, 
3823 

Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
regarding how the GHG emissions for 
the project were measured by the 
current project scope and not the 
complete life of the asset. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is an exploration drilling program and is 
not proposing the installation of any permanent operating infrastructure that will 
deliver energy to users.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of emissions generated 
as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are 
from the operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in 
the event that hydrocarbons are discovered.  
 
The total expected direct GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 83 kT 
CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic operational condition (typical 
drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at 
maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG load in the 
atmosphere, they are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant 
on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
 
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-03/A653855.pdf  
 
This document explains the staged approach taken to offshore developments, 
whereby the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. ConocoPhillips 
Australia is at the 'Drilling' stage. Depending on the outcome of exploration 
drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage whereby we would undertake 
detailed design work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed 
into development and production. Prior to proceeding into development and 
production we are required to prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal 
to NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the environmental acceptability of the 
project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed assessment of 
potential environmental impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions 
and climate change, and further consultation with relevant persons. 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

341 5105, 3257, 
3823 

Claim Relevant person stated that the north-
west of Tasmania is a key biodiversity 
area and suggested that the 
precautionary principle be applied when 
assessing potential impacts to 
biodiversity when considering the 
development of these areas. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA 
that petroleum activities will be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining environmental 
impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the 
protection of the marine environment and marine ecosystems from negative 
impacts associated with offshore petroleum activities.  
 
The principles of ecologically sustainable development require consideration of 
the precautionary principle, whereby "if there are threats of serious or irreversible 
environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a 
reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation." 
 
The regulator has regard for the application of the precautionary principle in their 
decision-making, with example of factors that they may have regard for including: 
the titleholder's evaluation of environmental impacts and risks; reasons and 
evidence in support of how the impacts and risks will be of an acceptable level; 
the level of  scientific uncertainty associated with predictions of environmental 
impacts and risks and the anticipated effectiveness of management measures in 
controlling impacts and risks; commitments to apply measures designed to 
manage residual scientific uncertainty; and the predicted severity, and persistence 
(including recovery potential) of environmental impacts and risks. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included the assessment of uncertainty in its impact 
and risk assessment methodology whereby at the conclusion of each impact and 
risk assessment a level of uncertainty is assigned. If there are threats of serious or 
irreversible environmental damage, the residual uncertainty will be assessed, and 
measures implemented to either remove the uncertainty or apply the 
precautionary principle. Subsequently, all impacts and risks evaluated in the 
Environment Plan are assessed using the precautionary principle, including 
impacts to marine and coastal sensitivities such as those found in the north-west 
of Tasmania.  

N/A 

342 5105, 5471, 
3257, 3823 

Claim Relevant person suggested that the 
precautionary approach should be 
applied to light and flaring activities, as 
there are potential impacts to migratory, 
critically endangered birds for example 
the orange-bellied parrot, and the 
bogong moth. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the 
completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial 
and temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During 
this process ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the 
scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback 
received and as a result of the maturation of subsurface data.  
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be 
applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which 

Information 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

involve flaring, have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species 
as follows: 
- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced 
from 6 to 4. 
- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller 
operational areas associated with the Tasmanian Permit T/49P, has been reduced 
to one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species 
such as the orange-bellied parrot.  
- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been 
reduced from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per well.  
These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 
subsurface data and supports improved environmental outcomes for species 
such as the orange-bellied parrot.  
 
Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for this species, 
including consideration of no DSTs during orange-bellied parrot migration (late-
Feb to early-April and November). However, this limitation was rejected following 
assessment of: 
- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, 
significant costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of DSTs. 
- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from 
the migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, the significant 
distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this 
area, and that the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent 
and short duration (<100 hours) 
- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan 
(CM07) which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will also 
minimise the likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot 
potentially being attracted to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 
- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots 
have been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to orange-bellied parrots 
associated with routine and flaring light emissions have been reduced to levels 
that are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
  
Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within 
the June 2024 project update. 

1080 3257 Claim Relevant person expressed concerns 
about the potential impact of noise 
generated by seabed hazard surveys on 
the entire ecosystem. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Impacts associated with seabed surveys are assessed in EP Section 6.7, namely 
from sub-bottom profiling (SBP) which generates the greatest frequency range 
and maximum impulsive source levels for the seabed survey. Impacts associated 
with SBP are predicted to be negligible to minor, and do not have the potential to 
result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. No changes were 
made to the EP in response to this claim. 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

1084 3257 Claim Relevant person mentioned a marine 
hotspot in the exclusive economic zone 
off Tasmania. A recent study identified 
up to 20,000 shy albatross, fairy prions, 
and shearwaters in the area. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program includes short-
term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. A detailed assessment 
of the potential environmental impacts and risks associated with these activities is 
included in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment), 7 (Environmental 
Risk Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  The assessment 
process inherently requires the consideration of the existing environment 
including the presence of bird species.  
The evaluation criteria include consideration of long-term impacts and risks to 
biological, ecological, socio-economic, and cultural features of the environment. 
Only activities that result in temporary / reversible, small scale and/ or low 
intensity environmental impacts are considered acceptable, i.e. activities that 
result in large scale / irreversible and/or high intensity environmental damage 
would not be considered acceptable. 
The impacts and risks to birds as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are well understood, as supported by peer reviewed publications, and 
the EP demonstrates they are of an acceptable level. 

N/A 

1087 3357 Claim Relevant person urged the company to 
consider a shift towards renewable 
energy sources, suggesting that the 
company has the economic capacity and 
expertise to transition from gas to more 
sustainable industries. The person 
believes this would be beneficial for both 
humans and the planet. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to 
which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy of the comments, they 
have not been considered further in preparing the EP.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The 
conditions of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake 
exploration activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. Exploration activities 
in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy 
needs. If commercially viable gas reserves are discovered and developed, it is 
most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and 
further consultation would be required to support the development of a 
commercial project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically 
in the east coast gas market and a domestic gas supply shortfall could have 
serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for 
residential heating and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on 
gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable 
operation of Australia’s electricity network. 

N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

746 5093, 5105, 4991 We strongly oppose the activity. We are a volunteer group of working 
parents who try to do what we can, when we can to advocate for a safe 
climate future for our children while also raising our families and working. 
This process is completely overwhelming and inaccessible for us. We have 
already invested huge amounts of time trying to understand this process, 
engaging with Conoco Philips in Burnie, via an online meeting and also 
through email. We are overwhelmed by the amount of information 
provided in the environmental plan, we cannot readily see where our 
comments are and if they have been considered. This is the craziest time 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged consultation fatigue amongst relevant persons 
within Environment Plan (EP) Section 3.3.2 (Raising Awareness) and considers claims related to 
this to be of high merit.  Given the number and frequency of similar projects proposed and 
occurring within the broader South-east Marine Region, it is understood from relevant persons 
consulted during the preparation of the EP that many relevant persons have received a high 
volume of communications from titleholders, resulting in decreased capacity and willingness to 
consult.   
With respect to this constraint, ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged the relevant person’s 
comments and advised them they will remain within the consultation program to continue to 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

of the year as parents, workers and members of our local communities and 
we feel we are being buried in process. Our comments are somewhere in 
the plan- but we don't know where. We would like it noted that this system 
is inaccessible for us as local residents, coastal users and parents who care 
deeply about the future for our children. North West Tasmania Australian 
Parents for Climate Action 

receive updates and invited relevant persons to contact ConocoPhillips Australia at any time 
throughout the project with any comments or queries.  Strategies to mitigate consultation 
fatigue and overwhelm were implemented by ConocoPhillips Australia, including collaborative 
consultation with other titleholders, in-community information sessions (including sessions with 
drilling and regulatory specialists, and regular updates during consultation), an online 
consultation hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk 
assessment, a range of information sheets, an EP Summary, to make communication/ 
understanding easier, and to enable transparent communication.  These strategies are 
described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation period was extended on two occasions for a 
total extension of 61 days to account for the consultation overwhelm felt by some of relevant 
persons (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to these claims" 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2189 6/07/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual to discuss consultation moving forward. Advised of information sessions and when they would be 
held. 

2190 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a telephone call on the same day. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to 
all entities. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached documents for individual consideration. 
• Encouraged individual to provide feedback via consultation hub. 
• Mentioned that draft EP chapters will start to be available via consultation hub and individual will be notified when available. 
• Mentioned individual will receive information and update about project. 
• Offered to meet with individual organisation representatives. 
Hyperlink to consultation hub provided. 
 
Attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program: Preliminary Impacts and Risk Assessment 

2193 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. To individual following an email sent on same 
day. COP team member forgot to attach documents to previous email.  
 
COP team member apologized and attached missing documents: 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2699 1/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual confirming receipt of 
information and notifying further action to follow. 

2718 2/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. COP team offered online meeting and advised 
that further information will be emailed as available. 

2912 11/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Incoming email received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender. Sent from individual accepting offer 
for online meeting and requesting convenient time. 

2995 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Team suggested available times for scheduling meeting. Providing alternate dates to assist in organising the most suitable time to meet. 

2996 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Individual accepted date for proposed meeting.  
2913 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to 2 individuals via one email address to advise of meeting time availability and proposed discussion points and meeting duration. 
2922 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person responding to email sent by ConocoPhillips Australia to 2 relevant entities advising of preferred time for meeting.  
2923 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. COP advised on Teams meeting link to follow. 
2924 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Email contained Teams meeting link and proposed agenda. 
3257 22/08/2023 Meeting - 

Virtual 
MEETING VIRTUAL: With representatives of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The participants exchanged information about their organisations and the drilling exploration project. 
• Purpose and scope of the EP; consultation processes and information provision. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Interest in Sea Country, First Nations; fishing industry; surf culture; whales and other animals/birds. 
• Key biodiversity area. 
• Impacts of noise, emissions; precautionary principles; water quality 
• Unlikely possibility of discovering hydrocarbons. 
 
Key Actions: 
Send meeting notes  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3401 7/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Outgoing email sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also. To individual following a meeting on 22 
August 2023.  
 
Team member: 
• Provided draft meeting notes as attached document to email. 
• Apologized for delay. 
• Asked individual to send draft meeting notes to another individual on COP member behalf, if possible. 

3278 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to email of 7 September 2023. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual provided additional comments to be added to draft meeting notes. 
• Individual highlighted that they were exhausted by the engagement process being also working parents and volunteers. 
• Exhaustion aggravated by the fact that the engagement was limited to exploration only, whilst the plan on a larger scale would involve gas extraction, carbon capture and 
storage. 
• Exhaustion also compounded by the presence of multiple proposals across the same area at the same time by other organisations. 
•       Individual confirmed that their organisation is happy with comments shared publicly and they transferred previous COP team member email to another individual. 

4336 11/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d in response to email received on same day.  
 
Summary of information provided:  
• COP team member thanked them for their feedback.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided meeting notes with amendments made as attached document to email. 
• Requested that they check the highlighted sections in the meeting notes and advise of any changes they would like made. 
• Suggested to modify consultation approach to reduce fatigue related to consultation and welcomed suggestions. 
• Shared previous collaborative consultation approach. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft Meeting Notes. 

3356 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to an email sent on same day. Individual 
rectified a point in meeting notes shared previously: Organisation happy for communication to be publicly available. 

3357 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender. Individual requested additional meeting minutes 
amendments to include discussion held regarding ConocoPhillips moving away from gas and exploring more sustainable industries of renewable energy. 

3358 13/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also, in response to an email received on 11 September 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Meeting notes with revisions were shared as attachment to email. 
• Requested for confirmation from individual that meeting notes are acceptable. 
 
Attached: 
• Revised meeting notes. 

3400 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Incoming email received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to email sent on same 
day. Individual thanked COP team member. 

3397 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Incoming email received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to email sent on same 
day. Individual thanked COP team member. 

3823 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Outgoing email sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also. Sent to individual thanking them for their 
feedback, advising how to contact for more information or details and informing that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA.  
 
Attached: 
• Draft EP 
• Official Letter 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4991 17/12/2023 Public 
Comment 

Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

4987 16/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to clarify which email address they would like listed as their contact address. 
4988 16/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual to clarify which email address they would like listed as their contact address. Previous email sent to alternate address returned 

undeliverable.  
 
Attached:  
• Previous email attempt 

4989 16/01/2024 Email IINCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to advise a typo in the email address that COP was using to try to contact the individual's organisation. Individual shared two 
email addresses to send correspondence to. 

4999 18/01/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in appreciation of email contact clarification. 
5093 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to submissions for EP. COP team have addressed objections/ claims.  

 
Attached: 
• Official Letter 

5105 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising of inaccurate date listed on Official Letter attached to previous correspondence. Advised of willingness to resend if 
requested.  

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5471 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation and public comment.  
 
Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through consultation, and the 
maturation of subsurface data.   
 
Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
 
Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have been updated.  
 
Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
 
Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS – ORG ID 554 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS is a tourism operator in the Environmental Planning Area 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103) with formal consultation beginning in February 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS’ preferred method of consultation and 
communicated via email (Event ID(s) 819; 3139), telephone call (Event ID(s) 1551; 2550) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 
6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method but continued to provide project updates. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 106) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level information provided between 9 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 103). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 103). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in November 2022 with general overview of the planned project. Formal consultation then began in February 2023, 
273 days before first submission on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS between 9 February 2023 and 08 June 2023, a period of 119 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, KING ISLAND FISHING TOURS raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

819 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1551 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation. No Answer left voice message. 
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2550 24/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation. No Answer left voice message for call-back to verify email address to send information to. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3139 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation to update them about Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP developments.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member informed organisation about draft EP Chapters releases on COP consultation hub. 
• Team member encouraged organisation to provide feedback by 30 September 2023. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 555 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Desktop Research. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   HUNT FISHING SERVICES is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Hunt Fishing Services are a Fishing Charter within Victorian waters within the Bass strait. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  HUNT FISHING SERVICES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with 
no response received. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods and 
provided project updates through emails (Event ID’s 3180, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person via the consultation hub that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3180). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods. (Event ID 3180) 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations). (Event ID 3180) 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. (Event ID 3180) 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged. (Event ID 3180) 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3180) 
 Provided information on upcoming and previously recorded webinars. (Event ID 3180) 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities. (Event ID 3180) 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub. (Event ID 3180) 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure on consultation hub. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback. (Event ID 3180) 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 70 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  on 31 August 2023.   
 



By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed ZACHARY L CHAMBERS to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.   
 
During consultation:  
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities about the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

652 20/03/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation. 
• No Answer. 
• Left voice message for call-back to obtain email address to send information about 'Proposed Otway exploration Drilling Program'. 

3180 31/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual as an update on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP developments.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member informed about draft EP Chapters releases on COP consultation hub. 
• Team member encouraged to provide feedback by 30 September 2023. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 



5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Mulloka Cruises – ORG ID 556 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Mulloka Cruises was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Mulloka Cruises was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Mulloka Cruises is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Mulloka Cruises is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity. Mulloka Cruises is a small cruise operator around Port Fairy Victoria. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Mulloka Cruises with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Mulloka Cruises’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 658; 4349) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project updates.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 658). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Mulloka Cruises to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 658). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 658). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Mulloka Cruises, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Mulloka Cruises was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Mulloka Cruises between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 80 days.  



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Mulloka Cruises had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Mulloka Cruises to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Mulloka Cruises raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

658 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

4349 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Reel Time Fishing Charters – ORG ID 557 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Reel Time Fishing Charters was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Reel Time Fishing Charters was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Reel Time Fishing Charters is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Reel Time Fishing Charters is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Reel Time Fishing Charters is a fishing charter operating around Melbourne and Portland waters. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided with Reel Time Fishing Charters with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Reel Time Fishing Charters preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 669; 941) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 
1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project updates. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 669). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Reel Time Fishing Charters to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 669). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 669). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Reel Time Fishing Charters, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
Reel Time Fishing Charters was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Reel Time Fishing Charters between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 80 days  



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Reel Time Fishing Charters had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Reel Time Fishing Charters to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Reel Time Fishing Charters raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

669 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

941 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



 



Port Fairy Surf – ORG ID 558 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Port Fairy Surf was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Port Fairy Surf was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Port Fairy Surf is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Port Fairy Surf is a Business and Tourism Operator, in Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Port Fairy Surf is a Surf, Dive and Hire Shop. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Port Fairy Surf with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Port Fairy Surf preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 671; 913; 4492) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 
1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project updates 
including invitation to community sessions (Event ID 913); opportunities to register for webinars (Event ID 1157, 1205), links to the Consultation Hub and information about Public Comment. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 671) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Port Fairy Surf to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 671). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 671). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Port Fairy Surf, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)  
Port Fairy Surf was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Port Fairy Surf between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 80 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Port Fairy Surf had the information for a period of 154 days.  



 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Port Fairy Surf to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation. 
 
During consultation, Port Fairy Surf raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1, the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

671 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

913 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet 
the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

4492 27/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member informed relevant person of local community information session being host by COP. 
• Encouraged individual to join the session to learn about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP developments and to share local values and sensitivities. 
• Assured that COP team wants to reach the community and involve all relevant persons for consultation. 
• Assured that other community information sessions will be held as the EP progresses. 
• Encouraged the individual to use COP website for information and provide feedback. 
 
Attached: 
• Community information session advertising flyer. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



East West Dive and Salvage – ORG ID 559 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 East West Dive and Salvage was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 East West Dive and Salvage was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 East West Dive and Salvage is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): East West Dive and Salvage is a Business and Tourism Operator assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. East West Dive and Salvage is a underwater services provider operating within the Environmental Planning Area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided East West Dive and Salvage with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. East West Dive and Salvage engaged but did 
not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with East West Dive and Salvage for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022 (Event ID 103). ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) then initiated formal consultation in February 2023 and sought direction on East West Dive and Salvage’s preferred method of consultation and 
communicated via email (Event ID 828), telephone call (Event ID 1542) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
East West Dive and Salvage communicated with ConocoPhillips Australia directly during an outgoing telephone call and: confirmed they had received project information but did not see how it was relevant to 
them; requested to receive project updates (Event ID 1542). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates as they became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 828). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to East West Dive and Salvage to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 828). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 828). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with East West Dive and Salvage, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
East West Dive and Salvage was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to East West Dive and Salvage between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 119 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, East West Dive and Salvage had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed East West Dive and Salvage to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, East West Dive and Salvage raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

828 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1542 20/02/2023 Telephone 
call 

OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To organisation to confirm receipt of initial correspondence sent on 09/02/2023. Stakeholder didn’t feel impacted at the time but wanted to 
stay updated. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Portland Scuba – ORG ID 560 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Portland Scuba was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Portland Scuba was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Portland Scuba is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Portland Scuba is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity. Portland Scuba is a tourism and recreational scuba diving business within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Portland Scuba with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. The business closed in March 2023. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on Portland Scuba preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 601; 914; 3102) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1205; 1414; 1637). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods. ConocoPhillips Australia was not immediately notified of the business closure (which was later confirmed by 
desktop research) and had continued to provide project information until 28 August 2023 (Event ID 3102) by which time sufficient base level information had been provided to the principals of Portland Scuba. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 601) 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Portland Scuba to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 601). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 601). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Portland Scuba, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Portland Scuba was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Portland Scuba between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 87 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Portland Scuba had the information for a period of 154 days.  



 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Portland Scuba to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, Portland Scuba raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

601 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

914 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
 
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

3102 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation as an update on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP developments. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member informed about draft EP Chapters releases on COP consultation hub. 
• Team member encouraged to provide feedback by 30 September 2023. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 

 



Port of Portland – ORG ID 561 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Port of Portland was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Port of Portland was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Port of Portland is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Port of Portland is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Port of Portland is a deepwater logistic port located in Environmental Planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Port of Portland with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Port of Portland engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Port of Portland for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 
(Event ID 103) before the start of formal consultation in February 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Port of Portland’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 781), 
telephone call (Event ID 1563) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Port of Portland communicated directly 
with ConocoPhillips Australia during an outgoing telephone call and stated they were happy with the information they had received and advised they wanted to continue to receive project update information 
Event ID 1563). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further correspondence from Port of Portland but continued to provide project update information as it became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 781). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5)  
During the consultation process, information was provided to Port of Portland to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 781). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 781). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1728, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Port of Portland, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Port of Portland was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Port of Portland between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 119 days  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Port of Portland had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Port of Portland to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, Port of Portland raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

781 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1563 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to organisation to confirm the receipt of initial correspondence sent on 09/02/2023. Stakeholder was happy with the information received. 
Would like to be kept up to date. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 
sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Professional Diving Services – ORG ID 562 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Professional Diving Services was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Professional Diving Services was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Professional Diving Services is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Professional Diving Services is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Professional Diving Services is a diving services within the waters of the Victorian coastline and have conducted offshore works from Portland to Lakes 
Entrance. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Professional Diving Services with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Professional Diving Services preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 602; 915) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 
1205; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project 
update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 602). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Professional Diving Services to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 602). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 602). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Professional Diving Services, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Professional Diving Services was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Professional Diving Services between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 87 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Professional Diving Services had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Professional Diving Services to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Professional Diving Services raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

602 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

915 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Regulatory Services CASA – ORG ID 563 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Regulatory Services CASA was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Regulatory Services CASA was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Regulatory Services CASA is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Regulatory Services CASA is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Civil Aviation Safety Authority is the Australian national authority for the regulation of civil aviation. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Regulatory Services CASA with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received excluding automated email reply acknowledging receipt of correspondence (Event’s 101, 3314). 

Consultation process  
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with Regulatory Services CASA for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Regulatory Services CASA’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 100) and campaign email correspondence 
(Event ID(s) 103; 1158; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Regulatory Services CASA did not engage with ConocoPhillips Australia, and ConocoPhillips Australia only 
received automated email replies acknowledging receipt of correspondence from Regulatory Services CASA (Event ID’s 101, 3314). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update information as it 
became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Regulatory Services CASA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 11 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event’s ID 1158; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Regulatory Services CASA received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 182 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Regulatory Services CASA between 11 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 77 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Regulatory Services CASA to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Regulatory Services CASA raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

100 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
101 25/11/2022 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply warning the mailbox has been decommissioned and email won’t be forwarded. Alternative email 

addresses provided. 
103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.   
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.  Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 
 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.  Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.  Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment.  
.  ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.  Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.  Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.  Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.  Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.  Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3314 31/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From the organisation automated reply acknowledging receipt of recent correspondence. 
3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 . Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.  Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.  Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.  Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.  Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.  Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.  Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.  Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
  
The information sheet: 
.  Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
- Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.  Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.  Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 
 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 

NATRASOL – ORG ID 564 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 NATRASOL was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 NATRASOL was identified via Desktop Research 
 NATRASOL is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): NATRASOL is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. NATRASOL produces quality organic seaweed and fish products in North West Tasmania. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided NATRASOL with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. NATRASOL did not engage and did not provide any assertions 
or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on NATRASOL preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 592) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 2625; 
3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method but continued to provide project update correspondence 
as it became available. 

 

 In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 592). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to NATRASOL to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 592). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 592). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan.  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received 
During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from NATRASOL as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
NATRASOL was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to NATRASOL between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 87 days.  

After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, NATRASOL had the information for a period of 154 days. 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed NATRASOL to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 

During consultation 
During consultation, NATRASOL raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

592 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 

KS Group – ORG ID 565 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 KS Group was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 KS Group was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach  
 KS Group is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): KS Group is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity. KS Group works in the management of complex supply chains where linehaul and local transport, export, wharf cartage, bulk transport and storage play key roles. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided KS Group with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. KS Group engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on KS Group’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via community session (Event ID 1089) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1158; 1205; 
1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). KS Group attended a Community Information session - Joint with Regia – in Portland in April 2023 (Event ID 1089) but did not provide 
any further direct engagement with ConocoPhillips Australia. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 603). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to KS Group to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 18 April 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1089). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1158).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1089). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with KS GROUP, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



KS Group was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in April 2023, 205 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to KS Group between 18 April 2023 and 8 June 2023 period of 51 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, KS Group had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed KS Group to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, KS Group raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1089 18/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Portland: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained - Our methodology and the Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through 
the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES – ORG ID 566 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES was identified via Desktop Research. 
 SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES conducts skydiving over the Victorian coast around Peterborough. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 606; 919; 1700) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 
1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide updates as they 
became available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 606). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 606). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 606). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to the Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission on 9 November.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES Skydiving over the Victorian coast around Peterborough between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 of 87 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, SKYDIVE 12 APOSTLES raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

606 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

919 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental values and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves 
to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1700 16/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member informed relevant person of a second local community information session being host by COP. 
• Encouraged individual to join the session to learn about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP developments.  
• Suggested another community information session held the same day if time more convenient. 
• Provided contact details if further information needed. 
 
Attached: 
Community information session advertising flyer. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in line 
with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Southern Ocean Mariculture – ORG ID 567 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Southern Ocean Mariculture was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Southern Ocean Mariculture was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 Southern Ocean Mariculture is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Southern Ocean Mariculture is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, 
specifically an Aquaculture facility located on the Victorian Coastline, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Southern Ocean Mariculture resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 
persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Section 4.7.5.1, and CM03: Marine and Coastal 
Users Consultation and Communication Plan.  

Consultation process 
Southern Ocean Mariculture completed the Consultation Survey providing their contact details and opted in to proceed with consultation concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 1790).  
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Southern Ocean Mariculture’s preferred method of communication. Southern Ocean Mariculture advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly 
(Event ID 1790). Southern Ocean Mariculture had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 5342). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Southern Ocean Mariculture with regular project updates via 
campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1790). 
 
Public comment period   
Southern Ocean Mariculture were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 
(Event ID 4846). The email informed Southern Ocean Mariculture that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to Southern Ocean Mariculture, as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Southern Ocean Mariculture to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 21 June 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 5342). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 5342). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 5342; 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 5342; 2625; 3050).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID’s 2625; 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1790). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID’s 2625; 5342). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 2625). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 



 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Southern Ocean Mariculture received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 135 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Southern Ocean Mariculture between 21 June 2023 and 24 August 2023 (over a period of 78 days) at the latest. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Southern Ocean Mariculture to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Southern Ocean Mariculture raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

  



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1417 5342 Advised that access would be dependent on the size of 
equipment. 

Impacts to aquaculture facilities have been assessed in EP Table 7-37 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on 
other marine and coastal users). In the event of a spill, it is understood that most seawater intakes are positioned 
subsurface and can be isolated to minimise contamination and equipment/stock damage resulting in project or 
production impacts; however, the duration of isolation may have indirect impacts on stock.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has added this RP to notifications lists in CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan 

1219 5342 Advised that the facility is affected by the Bonney 
Upwelling. In easterly wind, the facility sees a dramatic 
decrease in temperature. Temperatures can vary 
significantly from their facility to the Portland facility. 

Not relevant to the adverse impacts of the proposed activity. 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

1218 5342 Claim Abalone take ~2.5-5 years to 
develop in the facility so 
complete stock loss would 
have serious commercial 
ramifications 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Impacts to aquaculture facilities have been assessed in EP Section 7.3.5.3 for a minor loss of 
containment and Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-24 (Potential risk of 
MDO release on commercial fisheries / other marine and coastal users) and 7-37 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on other marine and coastal users). In the event of a spill, it 
is understood that most seawater intakes are positioned subsurface and can be isolated to 
minimise contamination and equipment/stock damage resulting in project or production 
impacts; however, the duration of isolation may have indirect impacts on  which can take 2-
2.5 years to develop .  No impacts are predicted to nearshore intakes from minor losses of 
containment. ConocoPhillips Australia has added this RP to notifications lists in CM03: 
Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan. 

CM03: Marine and 
Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan 

1217 5342 Claim Any LOWC/MDO spill could 
present a significant impact to 
the facility 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Impacts to aquaculture facilities have been assessed in EP Section 7.3.5.3 for a minor loss of 
containment and Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-24 (Potential risk of 
MDO release on commercial fisheries / other marine and coastal users) and 7-37 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on other marine and coastal users). In the event of a spill, it 
is understood that most seawater intakes are positioned subsurface and can be isolated to 
minimise contamination and equipment/stock damage resulting in project or production 
impacts; however, the duration of isolation may have indirect impacts on stock.  No impacts 
are predicted to nearshore intakes from minor losses of containment. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has added this RP to notifications lists in CM03: Marine and Coastal 
Users Consultation and Communication Plan. 

Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC event to Unlikely (L2) and ensure 
an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential environmental 
impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. If an incident occurred, its 
impacts would largely be restricted to the upper water column in the immediate vicinity of 
the spill, coastal areas and shoreline experiencing low (visible) threshold hydrocarbons 
exposure.  Impact is expected to be restricted to individual marine and coastal users and 
unlikely to affect an entire fishery. 

CM03: Marine and 
Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan 



1030 1790 Claim According to map we are only 
7 km from a potential drilling 
site and any spills will have the 
potential to impact our 
coastline and be brought in via 
our inlet pipes. As we use 
around 2.5 million litres per 
hour to water our 5.5 million 
abalone on site at any one 
time, any pollution could 
destroy our stock. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

Impacts to aquaculture facilities have been assessed in EP Section 7.3.5.3 for a minor loss of 
containment and Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-24 (Potential risk of 
MDO release on commercial fisheries / other marine and coastal users) and 7-37 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on other marine and coastal users). In the event of a spill, it 
is understood that most seawater intakes are positioned subsurface and can be isolated to 
minimise contamination and equipment/stock damage resulting in project or production 
impacts; however, the duration of isolation may have indirect impacts on stock.  No impacts 
are predicted to nearshore intakes from minor losses of containment. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has added this RP to notifications lists in CM03: Marine and Coastal 
Users Consultation and Communication Plan. 

Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC event to Unlikely (L2) and ensure 
an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential environmental 
impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. If an incident occurred, its 
impacts would largely be restricted to the upper water column in the immediate vicinity of 
the spill, coastal areas and shoreline experiencing low (visible) threshold hydrocarbons 
exposure.  Impact is expected to be restricted to individual marine and coastal users and 
unlikely to affect an entire fishery. 

CM03: Marine and 
Coastal Users 
Consultation and 
Communication Plan 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A  N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1790 21/06/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Complete Consultation 
Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual completed the Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Provided their contact details. 
• Individual stated that the proposed drilling program may potentially impact its business as it is located within proximity to the proposed drilling site.  
• Individual opted in to proceed with consultation concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Agreed with their information provided to be shared publicly.  

1814 28/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 28/06/23 to follow-up on previous request for consultation, but no answer. Team member left voice message and 
requested a call back.  

1817 28/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 28/06/23 to discuss engagement approach and functions, interests, and activities including consultation process moving 
forward. 
• Individual agreed to meet to discuss their organisation and impacts and risks of proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program as their business relies on the 
ocean to function. 
• Their key concerns included: 
- Impact of the water quality because of operation in the drilling area. 
- Impact to business in the event of a LOWC/MDO incident. 
- Concern of perception of their business is no longer “clean” if there are oil and gas activities near their facility.  

1955 30/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 30/06/23 but not answer. Team member left voice message.  
1957 30/06/2023 SMS INCOMING AND OUTGOING TEXT EXCHANGE: Individual requested meeting be moved to the 5 July at 10:30am, team member accepted request. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5342 5/07/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING with individual regarding proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
Summary of Information Provided 
• Provided current phase of EP development. 
• Provided overview of impact, risk assessments, seabed surveys, drilling and timeframes.  
• Organisation outlined current concerns regarding COP’s current EP. 
• Organisation provided overview on planned operational discharges, COP provided further information regarding planned drilling discharges. 
• COP provided research details on planned drilling discharge control measures. 
• Provided overview of hypothetical ‘worst case scenario’ drilling discharges and control measures in place. 
• Organisation advised they would like to be updated with future draft EP chapters. 
Key Discussion Points 
• Discussion regarding operational and scientific monitoring to be implemented by COP in the event of a spill. 
• Discussion regarding regional activity e.g. offshore renewables, shipping, defence and commercial fishing. 
• Discussion regarding additional facilities close to Portland.  
Key Actions 
• COP to task third party organisation to assist in developing a response strategy to be applied to water intake. 
• COP to add Organisation to notification list regarding Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan. 
• COP to provide PDF copy of slides as in-confidence information. 

2008 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a meeting on 5 July 2023.  
 
Team member requested: 
• The individual to review draft meeting notes and to amend them as needed. 
• For confirmation that information won’t be shared outside of their organisation, before sending meeting presentations slides as information discussed 
requires context and will be presented in EP. 
• The individual to provide contact details from other organisation members. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft meeting notes. 

4340 6/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual confirming Meeting Notes - 5 July 2023 sent on 6 July 2023 and ensuring information would be treated as sensitive. 
2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial 
fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 568 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  DIVE SERVICE is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  DIVE SERVICE is a commercial dive service providing underwater repair, demolition, salvage and recovery services. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  DIVE SERVICE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  DIVE SERVICE engaged but did not 
provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 
2022 (Event ID 103), prior to the beginning of formal consultations on 9 February 2023 (Event ID 4337). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  DIVE SERVICE’S preferred method of consultation 
and communicated via email (Event ID 4337), telephone calls (Event ID(s) 1570; 1592) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 
6288).  DIVE SERVICE engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia directly during an outgoing telephone call and advised that they wanted to continue to receive project update information (Event ID 1570). 
ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further communication from  DIVE SERVICE but continued to provide project update information as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 103). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4437). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3181). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3181).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4437). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3181). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  DIVE SERVICE, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities s shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in November 2022, 349 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 203 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be progressing 
plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4337 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1570 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 21/02/23 to confirm receipt of initial correspondence.  
• Advised they would like to be kept up to date with any information regarding the proposed project. 
COP team member confirmed they were on the distribution list.  

1592 23/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 23/02/23 but no answer. Team member left message.  
1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 

Email 
OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tasmanian Climate Collective – ORG ID 569 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Climate Collective was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Tasmanian Climate Collective was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 Tasmanian Climate Collective is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Climate Collective is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 
3-5, specifically a collection of Tasmanian climate action groups, environment groups and individuals that encourage, promote and initiate climate action in Tasmania through cooperation, influence and 
knowledge sharing, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Tasmanian Climate Collective resulted in meaningful outcomes and engagement, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related 
to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Section 4.7.5.1; Section 4.6.7.1; 
Section 6.4.5.1; and Table 4-9. Control Measures and Environmental Performance Outcomes included in ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan were detailed in response to feedback(s) raised. 
 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Tasmanian Climate Collective’s preferred method of communication. Tasmanian Climate Collective advised ConocoPhillips Australia that they would engage directly 
via Social Pinpoint Survey (Event IDs: 1079, 888). Tasmanian Climate Collective had a virtual meeting in August 2023 with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 3257). ConocoPhillips Australia also engaged with 
Tasmanian Climate Collective directly via telephone call (Event ID 2189), via email(s) (Event IDs: 2190, 2193, 2699, 2718, 2912, 2996, 2995, 2913, 2922, 2923, 2924, 3401, 3278, 4336, 3356, 3357, 3358, 3400, 3397, 
3469, 3823, 4221, 4271, 5095, 5115, 5472). And provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event IDs: 3050, 3278). 

 
Public comment period 
Tasmanian Climate Collective were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 
(Event ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 
additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Tasmanian Climate Collective that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Tasmanian Climate Collective, with 26 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment 
Submission’ table below (Event ID 4968). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Tasmanian Climate Collective following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 
through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5095, 5115). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Climate Collective to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 18 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to marine and coastal users (Event ID 2193). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 



 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1079; 1158; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2190). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 5 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Tasmanian Climate Collective received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 237 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Climate Collective between 18 March 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 106 days) at the latest. 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event IDs: 4221, 4271), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5095). 
 Further response after the refinement and narrowing of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in July 2024 (Event ID 5472). 
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Climate Collective to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Tasmanian Climate Collective raised 11 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1095 3469 Relevant person expressed exhaustion and overwhelm due to 
their involvement in community representation for offshore gas 

Consultation fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages of 
consultation and as a way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

exploration around Tasmania. They questioned the benefits of 
their efforts, given the perceived favouritism towards profit-
making entities over local communities and everyday citizens. 

engagement. As outlined in Section 3.3 of the EP. This resulted in confusion in some areas along the 
Victorian coastline resulting in the cessation of collaborative engagement approaches in certain locations. 
 
Additional strategies to mitigate consultation fatigue reduce the risk of people being overwhelmed were 
implemented by ConocoPhillips Australia, including in-community information sessions (including sessions 
with drilling and regulatory specialists, and regular updates during consultation), an online consultation 
hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment, a range of 
information sheets, an EP Summary, to make communication/ understanding easier, and to enable 
transparent communication.  These strategies are described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation 
period was extended on two occasions to account for the consultation overwhelm felt by some relevant 
persons resulting in a total extension of 61 days (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this assertion and is satisfied that the concerns raised were 
adequately addressed, for the reasons outlined above. As a result, no further changes have been made to 
the EP in response. 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

345 3469, 4271, 5115 Relevant person provided information on the value of 
fisheries to Tasmania. 

EP section 6.2.4.1 (Recreation, Tourism and National Heritage was updated to reflect the information provided. 

436 3469, 4221, 5115 Relevant person advised that the EPBC listing status of the 
Shy Albatross has been updated to endangered and 
highlighted the importance of the breeding islands offshore 
Tasmania. 

Thank you for bringing this to our attention. We have corrected the editorial error in section 4.6.7.1 to reflect 
the correct listing of 'endangered' as presented elsewhere in the Environment Plan, e.g. Table 4-9 and section 
6.4.5.1. 

1081 3257 Relevant person mentioned that a strong connection to the 
country is established by taking people to the NW offshore 
islands. They also identified key representative First Nations 
organizations in NW Tasmania, including the Circular Head 
Aboriginal Centre, Tasmania Aboriginal Centre, and Six Rivers 
Aboriginal Corporation. 

EP Sections 4.6.7.2 (Shearwaters) and 4.8. (First Nations Cultural Heritage) provide information on the cultural 
practice of mutton birding in reserves (excluding Nature Reserves) and private land in Tasmania, from the 27 
March to 30 April each year when chicks are taken for their feathers, flesh and oil. It is understood that 
muttonbird harvesting is an important part of Aboriginal culture in Tasmania and commercial sheds are located 
on Babel, Chappell, Big Dog and Trefoil Islands all off Tasmania’s north-west coast. No further content was 
added to the EP in response to this information. 

1082 3257 Relevant person highlighted the importance of surf culture, 
particularly in regions hosting major international events, as 
a significant part of coastal culture. 

Information on surfing is already included in EP Section 4.7.5.3. 

1083 3257 Relevant person noted an increase in whale populations 
along the Tasmanian coastline, which is also leading to a rise 
in marine life and tourism in the region. 

This information was added to EP Section 4.7.5.1. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

346 3469, 
4271, 5115 

Claim Relevant person stated that 
the proposed activity has the 
potential to significantly 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia appreciates the additional information provided 
on the significance of cultural sites and values across north-west Tasmania. 
This information is reflected in draft Environment Plan chapter 4. section 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process: AMSA 
Marine Orders 21 and 30 for the safety of 
navigation and prevention of collisions 



impact cultural sites and 
values across north-west 
Tasmania including seasonal 
mutton birding, traditional 
shellfish harvesting, 
connection to country and 
traditional cultural practice. 
Relevant person also 
provided significant 
information on the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Peoples cultural values and 
sensitivities. 

4.6.7.2 Shearwater. We acknowledge the importance of protecting cultural 
features, values and sensitivities.  
 
In response to feedback received during consultation we have identified 
the need for an additional environmental performance outcome and 
measures to protect country and culture, and have undertaken to engage 
with First Nations Peoples to help identify and protect these cultural sites 
and values in a culturally appropriate way. We would appreciate any 
information you can provide on relevant persons that we can talk to about 
the environmental management of the proposed activity to protect and 
preserve these values, and how the information you have provided could 
be reflected in a culturally respectful way in the Environment Plan. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the cultural significance of the 
short-tailed shearwater and the importance of protecting their food 
source.  
 
In draft Environment Plan (EP) chapter 6.4, the short-tailed shearwater was 
identified to have biologically important areas (BIAs) within the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) by routine and flaring light 
(Light EMBAs). Short-tailed shearwaters are known to alternate short 
foraging trips with long foraging trips within Australian waters during the 
breeding season (Berlincourt & Arnould 2015). Some long foraging trips 
can take up to 17 days, with individuals travelling large distances to the 
Polar Frontal Zone to forage (Weimerskirch and Cherel 1998). When 
present in Australian waters (September to May) the species are known to 
typically forage during daylight, returning to the colonies after feeding at 
night (AAD 2020). The foraging BIA for the short-tailed shearwater is 
overlapped by the T/49P and VIC/P79 (southern extent) light EMBA and 
the flaring EMBA in each operational area, with the largest light footprint 
(50 km around the drilling area during flaring) overlapping a maximum of 
2.7% of the foraging BIAs (Figure 6-23). The breeding BIA is also 
overlapped by the flaring EMBA in T/49P (Figure 6-23). This species has 
multiple breeding sites recognised on numerous islands off Victoria and 
Tasmania during the breeding season (Baker and Hamilton 2013). The 
closest breeding location is located approximately 27 km from the 
operational area (see Figure 6-23). As flaring will only be intermittent and 
temporary (120 hours per well) these emissions are not expected to cause 
behavioural impacts, e.g. interrupt breeding behaviours, cause impact at a 
population level or injury/mortality to the species. Although there is no 
recovery plan or conservation advice specific to this species, the Wildlife 
Conservation Plan for Seabirds (DCCEEW 2020) lists light pollution as a 
threat with minor consequence (individuals affected but no population 
level impacts expected).  
Light emissions are predicted to result in localised, short term behavioural 
changes and are not predicted to result in long term population level 
impacts to fish, plankton and prey species. Given the level of impact 
predicted, wider impacts at an ecosystem level are not expected.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has proposed measures to mitigate impacts 
associated with light emissions including the following: 

require that onboard navigation, 
watchkeeping, radar equipment, and lighting 
meets the International Rules for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea (COLREGs) and industry 
standards. In addition, workplace lighting is 
required to support safe working conditions 
at night in accordance with health and safety 
requirements.  
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operation 
Procedures and CM 07: A Light Management 
Plan will be developed and implemented, as 
per the National Light Pollution Guidelines 
for Wildlife (CoA 2023), for the activity.  
CM10: Well Testing Program:  Flaring will be 
limited to a maximum of 120 hours per well. 
For each well test, the initial flaring event will 
commence during daylight hours to reduce 
the impact of the initial event. However, the 
timing of subsequent events at each well will 
be determined by operational safety and 
testing requirements.  
CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection Program 



- Marine Assurance Process: The MODU and vessels will meet the 
navigation and deck lighting requirements for minimum lighting to 
maintain safe operations are met (as per vessel class and activity). 
- A Light Management Plan will be developed and implemented as per 
the National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife (CoA 2023) for the 
activity. Once safety navigation and operational lighting requirements for 
minimum lighting to maintain safe operations are met (as per vessel class 
and activity), the Light Management Plan will detail additional mitigations 
to manage light based on the information in the Seabird Light Mitigation 
Toolbox and as a minimum will include: 
• Outwards facing lighting will be reduced to minimum levels, wherever 
practicable.  
• Directions to minimise non-essential lights (e.g. close blinds, turn lights 
off when leaving a room etc.) during sensitive timing (e.g. OBP migration 
season) will be included in the MODU and vessel inductions and periodic 
toolbox meetings.  
• A program for handling /rescuing grounded birds will be designed and 
implemented, and crew will be instructed to remain vigilant for seabird 
collisions  
• Any observed/ discovered incidents will be recorded and reported within 
the environmental performance report.  
- Well Testing Program: Flaring will be limited to a maximum of 120 hours 
per well with the initial flaring event to commence during daylight hours 
to reduce the impact of the initial event. 
 
Additional control measures were considered as detailed in Table 6-13. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has proposed environmental performance 
outcomes (EPOs) which represent the level of environmental performance 
we are seeking to achieve to ensure impacts are of an acceptable level. 
EPOs relevant to the effective management of impacts associated with 
light emissions are listed below:  
• EPO1: Undertake the activity in a manner that will not interfere with 
other marine and coastal users to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the exercise of right conferred by the titles granted.  
• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species from 
the activity.  
• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours within a BIA or outside a BIA 
can continue while the activity is being undertaken. 
 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact of light 
emissions from drilling and vessel operations are acceptable and as low as 
reasonably practicable.  
 
Additional information on the impacts of light emissions can be found in 
draft EP chapter 6.4. 

347 3469, 
4271, 5115 

Claim Relevant person stated that 
there are a resident 
population of blue whales 
and sightings of sperm 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has identified Biologically Important Areas (BIA’s) 
for various species of whales with the potential to occur in the operational 
areas, including blue whales and sperm whales. We commissioned aerial 
surveys along designated transects through T/49P and opportunistic 

CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures: All vessels and aircraft will 
adhere to the distances and vessel 
management practices of EPBC Regulations 



whales off the western coast 
of Tasmania in the T/49P 
permit area (highest 
October/November). 
Further, this is a tourism 
draw for the coastal 
communities of King Island 
and NW Tasmania. 

sightings while traversing VIC/P79 from July to October 2021; and along 
designated transects through VIC/P79, along the shelf break between 
VIC/P79 and T/49P and along a transect through T/49P between August 
2022 and June 2023. Key observations include: 
• The arrival of small numbers of blue whales, presumed to be pygmy blue 
whales, in the Otway Basin/western and central Bass Strait in September 
and October  
• Peak numbers of blue whales within the survey area in March and April 
2023, and 
• A significant decrease in blue whale numbers in May 2023. 
The sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus) has been recorded in each 
Australian state, however they tend to be concentrated off the Western 
Australian coast at either the Perth Canyon or the Albany canyons group. 
The species prefers the deep waters of submarine canyons at the edge of 
the continental shelf typically at depths around 600 m (DoE 2022). There 
appears to be a generalised movement of sperm whales southwards in 
summer and corresponding movement northwards in winter, particularly 
for males. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to ensure that anthropogenic noise in 
biologically important areas will be managed such that any blue whale 
continues to utilise the area without injury and is not displaced from a 
foraging area. A Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan (MMAMP) 
has been developed to support this. Implementation of the requirements 
of the EPBC Regulations 2000 – Part 8 Division 8.1 interacting with 
cetaceans, is also required which describes strategies to ensure whales 
and dolphins are not harmed during offshore interactions with vessels and 
helicopters.  Further, dedicated MMOs with experience in whale 
observation, distance estimation and reporting will undertake 
observations in support implementation of adaptive measures to minimise 
anthropogenic threats to all whales, with a particular focus on blue whales 
given the activity overlaps with relevant BIAs. Specific controls include the 
implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels 
and foraging blue whales, pre-activity surveys to mitigate potential 
impacts to blue whales from sound levels associated with specific 
activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe 
points for operational activities.  As part of the activity induction all vessel 
and MODU crew will receive information on the noise controls and the 
importance of reporting whale sightings to the MMOs immediately.   
Additional information and controls for short-term impulsive sounds are 
detailed in draft EP chapter 6.6 and 6.7.  
Thank you for the contextual information provided on the increase in 
whale presence and awareness which is bringing much joy to coastal 
communities of King Island and NW Tasmania. 
We have updated section 4.7.5.1 of the Environment Plan to reflect this 
information as follows: 
“During consultation it was identified that coastal tourist towns like Stanley 
and Boat Harbour regularly attract visitors to look for whales, in the 
usually quiet winter months, where they have experienced southern right 
whales close to shore for extended periods.” 
Regarding the discharge of hydrocarbons and other pollutants in this area 
having serious detrimental impacts on these species and many others, 

(Part 8 Division 8.1 interacting with 
cetaceans) and Wildlife (Marine Mammals) 
Regulations 2009 and will implement an 
increased caution zone of 500 m between 
whales and vessels, to ensure cetaceans are 
not harmed during offshore interactions with 
vessels and helicopters.   
CM08: Whale Management Plan 



ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the impacts associated 
with planned drilling and operational discharges in draft EP chapters 6.8 
and 6.9, and the risks of unplanned releases of hydrocarbons in draft EP 
chapters 7.6 and 7.7. 
The adopted control measures minimise impacts from planned discharges 
and are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale 
and recoverable nature of the predicted environmental impacts. 
Additional control measures were considered as part of the assessment 
process and were adopted where they provided further environmental 
benefit or were reasonably practicable to implement. Although marine 
discharges from a drilling rig or equivalent are not identified as a threat to 
the recovery of the pygmy blue whale (DoE 2015), marine pollution by 
acute and chronic chemical discharge is identified as a threat that has 
minor consequences to the population by only affecting individuals (DoE 
2015; DSEWPaC 2012).  
Given the minor consequence classification in the Conservation 
Management Plan it is expected that discharges in an offshore area that 
are of low toxicity and rapidly diluted would be of minor or lower 
consequence. Further, marine mammals are likely to be transient within 
the area (pygmy blue whale while foraging) and impacts are not predicted 
due to the low toxicity of discharged fluids and rapid dilution. 
Following completion of the impact assessment process, the impact of 
planned discharges on receptors is considered acceptable because:  
• The area of impact, and therefore the scale of the impact, is expected to 
be small. 
• No serious or irreversible damage to receptors is expected. 
• Impacts are predicted to be localised and temporary, with no long-term 
population-level impacts on productivity or viability. 
Draft EP chapters 7.6 and 7.7 present the risk assessments for unplanned 
releases of hydrocarbons. The extent of the area of impact for a spill is 
predicted to be limited to moderate thresholds of surface (floating) and 
in-water hydrocarbons in the upper water column (0-10 m depth). The 
worst-case consequence of a release on injury/mortality or change in 
behaviour has been assessed as moderate to major for cetaceans, 
depending on the type of spill (MDO spill or LOWC) based on: 
• The risk of direct contact, ingestion or inhalation amongst marine 
mammal species is largely determined by behaviours and habitat 
preferences. With those at greatest risk displaying behaviours and 
characteristics causing greater opportunity for exposure, including: 
• Availability of rough surface for oil to adhere to (i.e. pinnipeds more 
susceptible than cetaceans) 
• Proportion of the time spent at the sea surface, creating increase 
opportunity for direct exposure, inhalation or ingestion (i.e. pinnipeds 
more susceptible than cetaceans due to inhalation requirements and 
resting (haul out) and breeding behaviours) 
• Occurrence of biologically important behaviours (i.e. breeding or 
feeding may override any tendency for marine mammals to avoid 
hydrocarbons) 
• Species feeding habits (i.e. baleen whales are not particularly susceptible 
to ingestion of oil in the water column, but are more susceptible to oil at 
the sea surface as they feed by skimming the surface) 



• Marine mammals are highly mobile and able to avoid noxious presence 
of hydrocarbons, as such generally it is very unlikely for marine mammals 
to be exposed to concentrations of hydrocarbons for a duration that 
would lead to chronic toxicity effects. 
• The presence of species identified with BIAs overlapping the EMBA is 
expected to be largely transitory or short term in nature.  
• An MDO release is considered to result in short-term and localised 
impacts at an individual level, with no population level impact expected.   
Controls are in place to reduce the risk of vessel collision and limit the 
total volume of MDO released; and to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC 
event to Remote (2). These systems are well practiced and well 
understood. The likelihood is assessed as Remote, given the occurrence of 
unplanned vessel collision resulting in MDO release is very low. If an 
incident occurred, it impacts would largely be restricted to upper water 
column and coastal areas, and are expected to be restricted to individual 
fauna and unlikely to impede the recovery of a protected species. 
Additional information, including risks to other species, can be found in 
draft EP chapter 7.6 and 7.7. 

348 4271, 
3469, 
5115 

Objection Relevant person considered 
no impacts are acceptable to 
the Zeehan Marine Park and 
emphasised the importance 
of marine parks for the 
conservation of biodiversity 
and for a baseline for 
environmental studies. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The T/49P operational area overlaps the Zeehan Marine Park multiple use 
zone. The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone is designated as a 
category VI zone which allows for a wide range of activities provided they 
will not have an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. This zone 
allows for mining and extractive activities as well as some commercial 
fishing. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified the Director of National Parks (the 
authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine Park) as 
a relevant authority for consultation and has undertaken to provide the 
information they require to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts and risks associated with the proposed exploration program in 
line with their consultation guideline.  
 
The Environment Plan must evaluate how any environmental impacts and 
risks will be of an acceptable level and reduced to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP). The Environment Plan must also clearly demonstrate 
that the impacts and risks of the activity are consistent with the principles 
of ecologically sustainable development and any relevant marine park 
management plan.  

Nil 

349 3469, 
4271, 5115 

Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding negative 
impacts on tourism and the 
Tasmanian Brand. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the importance and significance of 
Brand Tasmania. Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in 
the offshore environment in the Otway Basin, and has most recently been 
carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder.  
 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the extraction of 
natural gas.  The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-
term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, 
the objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the Environment 
Plan relates, and is beyond the scope of this assessment.  
 

Nil 



NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you 
are free to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be 
able to be considered if it is outside the scope or purpose of the 
environment plan and approval process."  Source:  Consultation on 
offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 
 
NOPSEMA has undertaken to provide clarity and transparency around 
what they will take into consideration when assessing and deciding to 
accept an Environment Plan for an offshore petroleum activity. We 
recommend that you review NOPSEMAs Guidance on having your say: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
06/A782856.pdf.   
 
Impacts to other coastal users associated with visual and aesthetic values 
of the area have been assessed for the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program in draft Environment Plan chapter 6.2: 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-
exploration-drilling-program/epchapters/ 
  
A zone of theoretical visibility assessment was conducted with results 
presented in section 6.2.5.1 indicating that the derrick (which is 
approximately 84 m above sea level) may be visible from locations on 
King Island if drilling activities are occurring within the central zone of 
T/49P.  
However, given the distances between coastal observation points and the 
closest possible drilling areas within the T/49P operational area is 
approximately 127 km, the perceived size of the derrick would be minimal 
and will decrease with increased distance from coast. For T/49P the main 
deck on the drilling rig could also technically be visible just above the 
horizon from elevated locations on King Island depending on weather 
conditions.   
 
ConocoPhillips assessment of impact to aesthetic values and visual 
amenity and the extent to which coastal recreation and tourism in 
Tasmania is likely to be affected by the visibility of the derrick and main 
deck of the drilling rig is short-duration and is fully recoverable with no 
long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values.  

434 4221, 
5472, 
3469, 
5115 

Objection Relevant person considered 
no impacts are acceptable to 
the Zeehan Marine Park and 
emphasized the importance 
of marine parks for the 
conservation of biodiversity 
and for a baseline for 
environmental studies.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

As stated above, narrowing and refinement of the scope of the proposed 
activity and operational areas has continued. Consequently, the 
operational areas have been further refined and now exclude the Zeehan 
Marine Park. 
 
Impacts, such as light emissions, and risks, such as accidental releases of 
hydrocarbons, with the potential to overlap areas of conservation 
significance, such as the Zeehan Marine Park, remain addressed within the 
EP. 
 

Control measures relevant to the mitigation 
of impacts to the Zeehan Multiple Use zone 
include: 
CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures 
CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection Program 
CM06: MODU Mooring Plan 
CM07: Light Management Plan  
CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive 
Management Plan 
CM09: Drilling Program 
CM10: Well Testing Program 



Even though the Zeehan Marine Park has been removed from the 
operational area, the measures in place to protect the previously identified 
environmental values and sensitivities have been retained and improved.  
SS 
 Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be 
expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, refine our 
assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, 
organisations, and authorities. 

CM11: Procurement Vetting Process 
CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical 
Management Procedures 

435 3469, 
4221, 
5115, 
5472 

Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding potential 
light impacts to critically 
endangered migratory 
species which utilise the 
project area such as the 
orange bellied-parrot and 
bogong moth. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

The adjustments detailed in response to the matter above also support 
improved environmental outcomes for migratory species such as the 
orange-bellied parrot.  
 
Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the 
orange-bellied parrot, including consideration of no DSTs during 
migration (late-Feb to early-April and November) within T/49P. However, 
this limitation was rejected following assessment of: 
- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, 
significant costs associated with delays and safety drivers for timing of 
DSTs. 
- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance 
from the migration route (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, 
the significant distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux 
levels received in this area, and that the overlap with the probable 
migration route will be intermittent and short duration (<100 hours) 
- The control measures proposed including a Light Management 
Plan (CM07) which will be implemented to minimise light impacts and will 
also minimise the likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied 
parrot potentially being attracted to the rig or vessel where a collision 
could occur, and 
- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied 
parrots have been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform within the Otway 
Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to migratory parrots (and 
other species) associated with routine and flaring light emissions have 
been reduced to levels that are as low as reasonably practicable and 
acceptable. 
  
Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found 
within the June 2024 project update. 
 
 Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be 
expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, refine our 
assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, 
organisations, and authorities. 

CM01: Marine Assurance Process 
CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures 
CM07: Light Management Plan  
CM10: Well Testing Program 

437 5115, 
3469, 
4221 

Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
uncertainty of impacts on an 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that we will never be in a position 
to characterise every species that may be present in the area, but rather 
we rely on published peer-reviewed literature, government advice 

Information 



understudied area already 
under extreme stress from 
climate change. 

(including relevant management plans, conservation management plans, 
recovery plans and conservation advice, among others) and, crucially, 
feedback from the consultation process to inform our understanding of 
the existing environment and the impact and risk assessments. We are 
also required to take any newly published literature into consideration for 
the duration of the activity.  
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is required 
to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out 
in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). Additionally, 
these activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining 
environmental impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These 
objectives are critical to the protection of the marine environment and 
marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated with offshore 
petroleum activities.  
 
The principles of ecologically sustainable development require 
consideration of the precautionary principle, whereby "if there are threats 
of serious or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific 
certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to 
prevent environmental degradation." 
 
The regulator has regard for the application of the precautionary principle 
in their decision-making, with example of factors that they may have 
regard for including: 
the titleholder's evaluation of environmental impacts and risks; reasons 
and evidence in support of how the impacts and risks will be of an 
acceptable level; the level of  scientific uncertainty associated with 
predictions of environmental impacts and risks and the anticipated 
effectiveness of management measures in controlling impacts and risks; 
commitments to apply measures designed to manage residual scientific 
uncertainty; and the predicted severity, and persistence (including 
recovery potential) of environmental impacts and risks. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has included the assessment of uncertainty in its 
impact and risk assessment methodology whereby at the conclusion of 
each impact and risk assessment a level of uncertainty is assigned. If there 
are threats of serious or irreversible environmental damage, the residual 
uncertainty will be assessed, and measures implemented to either remove 
the uncertainty or apply the precautionary principle. Subsequently, all 
impacts and risks evaluated in the Environment Plan are assessed using 
the precautionary principle, including impacts to marine and coastal 
sensitivities such as those found in Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ). 
 



In regard to the lack of information on the area, ConocoPhillips Australia 
has been conducting marine mammal surveys since 2021 to produce 
contemporary data that supports effective decision-making in the Otway 
Basin. This research continues to improve knowledge on the 
presence/absence, distribution and behaviours of key species during and 
outside of known peak seasons. Data is made available to government 
agencies and research organisations and can be made available to other 
commercial operators in the region through a memorandum of 
understanding.  

1080 3257 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about the potential 
impact of noise generated 
by seabed hazard surveys 
on the entire ecosystem. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts associated with seabed surveys are assessed in EP Section 6.7, 
namely from sub-bottom profiling (SBP) which generates the greatest 
frequency range and maximum impulsive source levels for the seabed 
survey. Impacts associated with SBP are predicted to be negligible to 
minor, and do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, 
irreversible or cumulative impacts. No changes were made to the EP in 
response to this claim. 

N/A 

1084 3257 Claim Relevant person mentioned 
a marine hotspot in the 
exclusive economic zone off 
Tasmania. A recent study 
identified up to 20,000 shy 
albatross, fairy prions, and 
shearwaters in the area. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program includes 
short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. A detailed 
assessment of the potential environmental impacts and risks associated 
with these activities is included in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact 
Assessment), 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact 
Assessment).  The assessment process inherently requires the 
consideration of the existingenvironment including the presence of bird 
species.  
The evaluation criteria include consideration of long-term impacts and 
risks to biological, ecological, socio-economic, and cultural features of the 
environment. Only activities that result in temporary / reversible, small 
scale and/ or low intensity environmental impacts are considered 
acceptable, i.e. activities that result in large scale / irreversible and/or high 
intensity environmental damage would not be considered acceptable. 
The impacts and risks to birds as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are well understood, as supported by peer reviewed 
publications, and the EP demonstrates they are of an acceptable level. 

N/A 

1087 3357 Claim Relevant person urged the 
company to consider a shift 
towards renewable energy 
sources, suggesting that the 
company has the economic 
capacity and expertise to 
transition from gas to more 
sustainable industries. The 
person believes this would 
be beneficial for both 
humans and the planet. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the 
activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy of the 
comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA). The conditions of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips 
Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with 
NOPTA. Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help 
meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If commercially viable gas 
reserves are discovered and developed, it is most likely this will be 
directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further 
consultation would be required to support the development of a 
commercial project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, 
specifically in the east coast gas market and a domestic gas supply 
shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). 
Australians rely on gas for residential heating and cooking. Australian 

N/A 



industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. 
Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s 
electricity network. 

1385 3469 Claim The relevant person 
expressed concerns about 
the limited exploratory 
drilling program by 
ConocoPhillips Australia in 
the Bass Strait, stating it 
could lead to extensive fossil 
gas production, which 
contradicts global efforts to 
reduce fossil fuel use and 
combat climate change. 
They warned that continuing 
fossil fuel expansion could 
expose the company to legal 
actions for knowingly 
causing harm. They urged 
the company to cease plans 
for offshore gas exploration 
and extraction in the Otway 
Basin, as it is incompatible 
with the Paris Agreement's 
target of limiting global 
warming to 1.5°C. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

This statement expressed general views on climate change and is out of 
the scope of the EP. 

N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

658 4968, 5115, 
5095 

We would like to initially express our exhaustion and 
overwhelm in being involved in ongoing community 
representation for off-shore gas exploration around 
Tasmania. As a community of Tasmanian volunteers 
we are trying to grasp if there is anything for us to 
gain from spending so much of our personal time 
responding to these processes which are shown to 
consistently favour powerful profit making entities 
over local communities and everyday Australian 
citizens. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has discussed and considers consultation fatigue amongst relevant persons within EP Section 3.3.2 
(Raising Awareness).  Given the number and frequency of similar projects proposed and occurring within the broader South-east 
Marine Region, it is understood from relevant persons consulted during the preparation of the EP that many relevant persons 
have received a high volume of communications from titleholders, resulting in decreased capacity and willingness to consult.   
With respect to this constraint, ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged the relevant person’s comments and advised them they 
will remain within the consultation program to continue to receive updates and invited relevant persons to contact 
ConocoPhillips Australia at any time throughout the project with any comments or queries.  Strategies to mitigate consultation 
fatigue and overwhelm were implemented by ConocoPhillips Australia, including collaborative consultation with other 
titleholders, in-community information sessions (including sessions with drilling and regulatory specialists, and regular updates 
during consultation), an online consultation hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk 
assessment, a range of information sheets, an EP Summary, to make communication/ understanding easier, and to enable 
transparent communication.  These strategies are described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation period was extended on 
two occasions for a total extension of 61 days to account for the consultation overwhelm felt by some of relevant persons 
(EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
The EP has not been updated in response to these comments." 

663 4968, 5115, 
5095 

We recognise that this limited exploratory drilling 
program (therefore limited scope for opposition 
within the approval framework) is a gateway for new 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding future potential for natural gas extraction but has determined that 
these are of low merit. ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as part of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

and extensive fossil gas production in Bass Strait 
when the world needs to urgently slash fossil fuel use 
to combat climate change.  

exploration drilling. Consequently, this claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to which the EP relates and is beyond the scope of this assessment. 
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf (nopsema.gov.au). This document 
explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, whereby the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 'Drilling' stage, and may not find commercially viable quantities of gas. Depending 
on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, whereby we would undertake detailed design 
work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed into development and production. Prior to proceeding into 
development and production, we are required to prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a 
decision on the environmental acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed greenhouse 
gas inventory across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of potential environmental 
impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, and further consultation with relevant persons and 
a public comment period.   
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market, and a domestic 
gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating 
and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact 
the stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not made changes to the EP in response to this claim.  
" 

677 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Continuing a role in fossil fuel expansion will leave 
ConocoPhillips vulnerable to current (e.g. State of 
California action) and future legal actions for the 
serious harm, knowingly caused. 

"These claims do not relate to the EP, or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy of the 
comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 
Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established 
under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long 
been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be 
carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

679 4968, 5115, 
5095 

As a community we are compelled to continuously 
challenge the development of more polluting fossil 
fuel projects here in the Otway Basin, but also across 
the Tasmanian landscape, because the science is very 
clear that fossil fuel extraction has to stop if we are 
to have any hope of a safe climate future.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding greenhouse gas emissions to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas nor carbon capture and storage as part of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in the EP is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling. 
Control measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to as low as reasonably practicable levels have been detailed in EP 
Section 6.5.6 (Control Measures and Demonstration of ALARP), and additional reasonable control measures have been 
considered and evaluated. Achievement of the defined acceptable levels is demonstrated in EP Section 6.5.7 (Acceptability 
Assessment).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

681 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Plans to continue exploration here in the Otway 
Basin are incompatible with achieving the Paris target 
of limiting global warming 1.5 C.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding greenhouse gas emissions to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Technical Summary (EP Appendix J) to ensure the boundary of assessment is appropriate for the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  Emissions that occur as a result of the proposed activity are from the materials used (e.g. 
embodied energy in cement, casings, etc), the operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event 
that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected direct greenhouse gas emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT 
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CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of six wells and 
flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and rates). Assuming all six wells were drilled in a year, this emissions estimate 
would represent approximately 0.02% of the annual Australian GHG emissions of 488 Mt CO2-e in 2021 (Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, 2022).  While these emissions add to the greenhouse gas load in the atmosphere, 
they are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable 
impacts.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the concerns about the future potential for natural gas extraction. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. 
Consequently, this claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the 
EP relates and is beyond the scope of this assessment. 
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf (nopsema.gov.au). This document 
explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, whereby the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 'Drilling' stage, and may not find commercially viable quantities of gas. Depending 
on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, whereby we would undertake detailed design 
work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed into development and production. Prior to proceeding into 
development and production, we are required to prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a 
decision on the environmental acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed greenhouse 
gas inventory across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of potential environmental 
impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, and further consultation with relevant persons and 
a public comment period.   
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market, and a domestic 
gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating 
and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact 
the stable operation of Australia’s electricity network.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has  amended the assessment conducted in the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Technical Summary 
(Appendix J) to include all relevant emissions scopes (Scope 1, 2 and 3) which are further categorised into direct and indirect 
emissions in response to this claim. " 

682 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Please do not ignore the elephant in the room - 
climate change. We ask that you cease plans to 
explore for and extract off-shore gas in the Otway 
Basin. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding climate change to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard surveys and 
exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Regarding climate change impacts, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
assess the impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the 
operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total 
expected direct GHG emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic 
operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at maximum duration and 
rates). While these emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national emissions, 
insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of hydrocarbons in a specific area. This provides 
information on the resources available to future generations and informs decision making around potential commercial 
developments. Many factors are involved in deciding to developed a gas reserve and environmental approvals are typically 
staged to support strategic development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial project with 
permanent operating infrastructure. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 
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686 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Tasmanian wild fisheries contribute significantly to 
our island identity and economic value.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be 
of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere 
with other marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing a Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to these claims." 

687 4968, 5115, 
5095 

We have high-value markets for shellfish, crustaceans 
and scale fish and there are also almost 100,000 
recreational fishers in Tasmania (according to the 
Tasmanian Association of Recreational Fishing). 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the additional information provided on the presence of commercial and recreational fishing 
activity within the operational areas of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not interfere 
with other marine users to a greater extent that is necessary and has committed to developing a Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol). 
Additional detail has been included in Section 4.7.5.4 (Recreational Fishing) to capture information on the recreational fishing 
trends of Tasmanians as a whole." 

689 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The proposed gas exploration will impact on many of 
our local fisheries and reliant communities including 
the ports at Currie on King Island, Stanley, Strahan 
and other smaller harbours.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
fishers to be of high merit and has reviewed existing control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically disadvantaged 
as a result of the proposed activity. 
As described in EP Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has the potential to interfere with commercial fishing 
activities by the exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and 
as a result of loss of catch. An assessment of impacts on sail time is included which identified it would take approximately 10 
minutes to detour around a drilling area, which is unlikely to result in a significantly longer sail time or increase in fuel use. 
Further, commercial fishers will be notified via Notice to Mariners and through pre-start notifications from ConocoPhillips 
Australia of where and when activities will be undertaken, allowing vessels to plan their transit to avoid increased travel time and 
distance. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will not 
interfere with other marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
committed to the development of a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of this protocol will occur 
in consultation with peak fishing associations and individual fishers to ensure that claims of fishers can be assessed and 
compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) for the exploration program. This includes a 
commitment to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, to design an application process for 
compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers. No long-term impacts to fisheries are 
predicted as detailed in Chapter 6.2. 
ConocoPhillips has not updated the EP in response to these claims." 

693 4968, 5115, 
5095 

It is pleasing to see the potential for compensation 
for lost income to Tasmanian commercial fishers and 
we would like to see this opportunity extended to 
other Tasmanian community groups and industries, 
recognising that the many impacts and ‘costs’ of gas 
exploration activities may not be as tangible as loss 
of access to commercial fishing resources. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the Operational Areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA), with a description of other coastal users provided in EP Section 4.7 (Socio-Economic Environment).  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impacts associated with interference with other marine and coastal users to be of high 
merit. These have been assessed to be of an acceptable level and as low as reasonably practicable, as detail in the assessment in 
EP Section 6.2. 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the operation Commonwealth and State fisheries through temporary 
displacement, the impact is short-term and recoverable. ConocoPhillips Australia believes the proposed activity can sustainably 
coexist without negatively impacting the activities and livelihood of other marine and coastal users. To ensure this, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has also committed to having a Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the program to address economic impact as a result of displacement. 
The Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing associations to ensure that any claims of fishers can be assessed 
and compensated. The protocol will also be developed based on feedback from consultation with other commercial marine 
operators who identified they could be potentially impacted by the petroleum activity. We will also be working towards a 
regional approach for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial fishers and will share 
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more information on this as development progresses. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP further in response to this comment. " 

694 4968, 5115, 
5095 

How will ConocoPhillips take steps to preserve the 
Tasmanian Brand and community decarbonization 
efforts? 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers brand Tasmania and the tourism industry to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Pan (EP) to ensure these are adequately described. 
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the Operational Areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 
(Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities described through-out 
EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the Operational Areas, overlap of the 
proposed activities with tourism and recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values. these impacts will be 
limited and short-term as detailed in Section 6.2 (Interference with Other Marine and Coastal Users) of the EP. In addition, 
atmospheric emissions are discussed in Section 6.5 of the EP. 
We note that drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in the Otway Basin and has most 
recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder.   
No further changes were made to the EP in response to these claims. 
" 

695 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The Powered by Tasmania campaign is aimed at 
getting our Tasmanian community on-board with our 
required rapid transition to renewable energy 
sources. ConocoPhillips exploratory drilling 
operation for the expansion of the fossil gas industry 
around Tasmania tarnishes our Tasmanian Brand as 
an island that treasures and protects our 
environment and also hinders our community efforts 
to rapidly move to a decarbonized economy.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers brand Tasmania and the tourism industry to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Pan (EP) to ensure these are adequately described. 
Relevant to brand Tasmania, ZTV analysis predicts for T/49P the derrick could be visible from King Island when operating within 
the T/49P operational area and the main deck on the MODU could also technically be visible from elevated locations on King 
Island (Appendix H). At these heights and distances, it is possible that the main deck could appear just above the horizon 
depending on weather conditions. These impacts are short-duration, fully recoverable with no long-term impacts to visual 
amenity or aesthetic values given no permanent/ visible infrastructure will be left in place. 
We note that drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in the Otway Basin and has most 
recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder.   
No further changes were made to the EP in response to these claims." 

696 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Brand Tasmania was established in March 2019 under 
the Brand Tasmania Act 2018. Brand Tasmania plays a 
leading role in developing a Tasmanian Brand which 
differentiates and enhances Tasmania’s appeal and 
national and international competitiveness, and that 
it is maintained, protected and promoted. Brand 
Tasmania’s mission is to inspire and encourage 
Tasmanians, and those who want to be Tasmanian, to 
”quietly pursue the extraordinary”. Tasmanians are 
humble, quietly confident, and cool while the rest of 
the world is increasingly loud and hot. We’re 
isolated, so we’ve had to be inventive. We were 
underestimated, so nothing is ever “good enough.” 
We’ve had to work harder together, to make 
determination a core of our culture. The Bass Strait 
means everything from here is more expensive, so 
we have learned to focus on the boutique, the 
bespoke, on “better, not more.” This is about quality 
taking precedence over quantity, on privileging the 
unusual, and on our choice to protect the wilderness 
and our environment. Brand Tasmania is industry 
and community led, and government enabled. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding brand Tasmania and the tourism industry to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Pan (EP) to ensure these are adequately described. 
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the Operational Areas and the environment that may be affected 
(EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 
(Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities described through-out 
EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the Operational Areas, overlap of the 
proposed activities with tourism and recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values.  
We note that drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in the Otway Basin and has most 
recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder.   
No further changes were made to the EP in response to these claims." 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

698 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The proposed exploration drilling program has the 
potential to negatively impact on significant cultural 
sites and values across north-west Tasmania.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impact on significant cultural sites to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately identified and assessed. 
Potential impacts to cultural values may occur from the unlikely event of a hydrocarbon release. A marine diesel oil release is 
detailed in EP Section 7.6.5, Table 7-25 (Potential risk of MDO release on coastal habitats and communities) which predicts short-
term and localised impacts; with no long-term or permanent changes predicted. Controls are in place for all vessels engaged in 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program activities to reduce the risk of vessel collision and limit the total volume of MDO released. 
These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Potential impacts to cultural values from inn the very unlikely event of a loss of well control are detailed in EP Table 7-38 
(Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) which identified that cultural heritage sites and places including 
rock art, middens and stone quarry’s that are present along the coastline could be impacted by hydrocarbons depending on 
location, spill trajectory and presence within area exposed to tidal inundation. Although no long-term or permanent changes to 
the marine environment or coastal sites and places are expected, the visual presence of floating or shoreline accumulations of 
weathered condensate may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level and could affect culturally important activities such as 
mutton-birding, shellfish harvesting, or affect totem fauna. Shorelines predicted to be exposed to moderate hydrocarbon 
threshold loading are exposed, mostly rocky and are subject to strong wave action assisting in natural degradation of 
hydrocarbons, with no long-term or permanent changes expected. 
Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event 
occur, thus reducing the potential environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

699 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The North-West tribe of Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people were a maritime people occupying the 
coastal strip and the islands off the west and 
northwest coast of lutriwita/Tasmania, with eight 
tribes within the north-west tribal grouping.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding Tasmanian First nations people to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that concerns were adequately identified and assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a comprehensive description of the existing environment in EP Chapter 4 (Description of 
the Environment). This chapter includes detailed information on Indigenous Protected Areas (Sections 4.8.2.1 (Tasmania) and 
4.8.2.2 Victoria).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

700 4968, 5115, 
5095 

These coastal areas continue to be important to the 
palawa/pakana people for seasonal yula (mutton bird 
or Short-tailed Shearwater), other traditional shellfish 
harvesting, connection to country and traditional 
cultural practices. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding harvesting and traditional cultural practices to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that concerns were adequately identified and assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia understands and has acknowledged the cultural and economic significance of seasonal mutton bird and 
shellfish harvesting in EP Section 4.8.2.1.  Potential impacts to cultural values from the very unlikely event of a loss of well control 
scenario are detailed in EP Table 7-38 (Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) which identified that cultural 
heritage sites and places that are present along the coastline could be impacted by hydrocarbons depending on location, spill 
trajectory and presence within area exposed to tidal inundation. Although no long-term or permanent changes to the marine 
environment or coastal sites and places are expected, the visual presence of floating or shoreline accumulations of weathered 
condensate may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level and could affect culturally important activities such as mutton-birding, 
shellfish harvesting, or affect totem fauna. Shorelines predicted to be exposed to moderate hydrocarbon threshold loading are 
exposed, mostly rocky and are subject to strong wave action assisting in natural degradation of hydrocarbons, with no long-
term or permanent changes expected. 
Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event 
occur, thus reducing the potential environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

702 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The development of gas proposals in a marine 
reserve makes a farce of our marine parks systems, 
as our Federal government celebrates the expansion 
of our marine reserve system around Macquarie 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding protections for marine parks to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these have been appropriately considered. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area.  



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Island. It is completely unacceptable to undertake 
gas exploration activities that include impacts within 
a marine reserve. 

Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, 
among others. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation with the Director of National Parks as the 
authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine Park in accordance with their consultation guideline:  Guidance 
note - Petroleum Activities and Australian Marine Parks.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 
The EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and 
provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce 
impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound 
Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational 
Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, 
Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill 
Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned 
impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

703 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Palawa/pakana culture, like so many other cultural 
and economic activities in north-west Tasmania, 
relies on a healthy marine environment.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding Palawa/pakana culture to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these concerns were adequately assessed. 
The ConocoPhillips Australia environmental impact and risk assessment methodology (EP Chapter 5) provides a structured and 
comprehensive process for identifying, assessing and managing environmental impacts and risks associated with an offshore 
petroleum activity. The methodology aligns with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Risk Management Procedure which is part of 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Health, Safety and Environmental Management System (HSEMS) (see Section 10). The methodology 
meets the requirements of the Environment Regulations and is consistent with: 
• Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk Management (AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk Management – Principles and 
Guidelines)  
• AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management System (EMS) – Requirements with guidance for use 
• UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-related decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly UKOOA, 2014) 
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline (N-04750-GL1721, December 2022), and  
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements Guidance Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020).  
The environmental impact and risk assessment process includes an assessment of uncertainty, i.e. where there is uncertainty in a 
prediction or effectiveness of a measure that may result in the possibility for unacceptable impacts, the uncertainty is identified 
and managed. As described in detail in EP Section 5.6.2 (Chapter 5 Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment Methodology), at 
the conclusion of each impact and risk assessment impacts/risks that are considered serious or irreversible are identified and the 
adequacy and appropriateness of information to understand impacts and risks is assessed.  A level of predictive uncertainty is 
assigned, described as a ‘Decision type’ as described below: 
• Type A good industry practice is sufficient to manage the impact or risk to ALARP. 
• Type B requires the use of engineering risk-based tools to assess the results of probabilistic analyses such as modelling, 
quantitative risk assessment and/or cost benefit analysis to support the selection of control measures identified during the risk 
assessment process. 
• Type C requires the application of the Precautionary Principle when good industry practice and engineering risk-based tools 
fail to address uncertainties. 
For most assessments, impacts and risks are well understood and there is a high confidence in the predictions and the 
effectiveness of control measures (Type A). Where impacts or risks were identified that are considered to be only relatively well 
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understood (Type B) any uncertainty has been managed through modelling (e.g. oil spill modelling) to ensure there is a high 
confidence associated with predictions, and additional control measures have been considered to ensure impacts and risks are 
managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.  
ConocoPhillips Australia believes that this assessment process and implemented control measures will maintain a healthy marine 
environment. 
The EP has not been updated in response to these claims." 

704 4968, 5115, 
5095 

We are quite shocked that the proposal includes 
large areas of the Zeehan Marine Park off the NW 
coast of Tasmania. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the Zeehan Marine Park to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do 
not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding 
petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem 
values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned 
Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil 
Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an acceptable level given 
the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-
term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the 
temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the 
Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned 
impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example directional 
drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates 
the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, 
discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

706 4968, 5115, 
5472, 5095 

Many important and critically endangered species 
utilise this area as a migratory route including the 
Orange Bellied-Parrot, the Swift Parrot, Eastern 
Curlew and the lesser understood Bogong Moth. 
Increased activity and light pollution in this project 
area all has the potential to impact on these already 
vulnerable species. 

The adjustments detailed in response to the matter above also support improved environmental outcomes for migratory species 
such as the orange-bellied parrot.  
 
Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for the orange-bellied parrot, including consideration of no DSTs 
during migration (late-Feb to early-April and November) within T/49P. However, this limitation was rejected following assessment 
of: 
- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant costs associated with delays and safety 
drivers for timing of DSTs. 
- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the migration route (31 km) and low lux levels 
received in this area, the significant distance to the non-breeding range (31 km) and low lux levels received in this area, and that 
the overlap with the probable migration route will be intermittent and short duration (<100 hours) 
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- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) which will be implemented to minimise 
light impacts and will also minimise the likelihood of bird species such as the orange-bellied parrot potentially being attracted to 
the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 
- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no orange-bellied parrots have been reported on a vessel, rig, or platform 
within the Otway Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to migratory parrots (and other species) associated with routine and flaring light 
emissions have been reduced to levels that are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
  
Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the June 2024 project update. 
 
 Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, 
refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities. 

707 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The Short-tailed Shearwater breed and feed their 
chicks throughout summer in Tasmania, flying long-
distances off the coastline to gather food for their 
growing chicks, with krill the most important part of 
their diet. Earlier this year a cold-water upwelling off 
western Tasmania saw local naturalists recording krill 
being washed up on beaches in large numbers from 
Strahan through to Marrawah on Tasmania’s west 
coast. These small creatures thrive in this proposed 
exploration area and underpin a healthy marine 
environment for Tasmania and Victoria. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding current environmental stressors on shearwaters, particularly the short-tailed 
shearwater, and prey species to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were 
adequately assessed. 
The importance of krill is described throughout EP Chapter 4 (Description of the Environment), in Sections 4.4.9.1 (Bonney Coast 
Upwelling), 4.4.9.4 (Upwelling East of Eden), 4.6.3 (Plankton – Krill), 4.6.3.1 (Bonney Coast Upwelling), 4.6.4 (Marine 
Invertebrates), 4.6.7 (Seabirds and Shorebirds), 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals).  
Potential impacts to krill are assessed in Sections  EP Sections 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions - Impulsive) and 6.9 (Planned 
Operational Discharges). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any 
impacts from short term activities are not expected to be ecologically significant. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim. 
 
" 

708 4968, 5115, 
5095 

The Shy Albatross’s threatened species listing was 
recently upgraded from vulnerable to endangered 
and it only breeds on three Tasmanian offshore 
islands, including Albatross Island within this project's 
potential impact area. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impact that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may have on the 
endangered shy albatross to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these 
species were adequately assessed. 
EP Section 4.6.7.1 (Albatross and Giant-petrels) provides a detailed description of the shy albatross and its EPBC listing status. 
The PMST Report (Appendix B) identifies the likely presence of the species within operational areas, and light and flaring EMBAs 
which are shown in EP Table 4-9. Further, a foraging biologically important area (BIA) was identified within the operational areas, 
and light and flaring EMBAs which covers the whole south-east marine region. No breeding BIAs were identified within the 
potential impact EMBAs (Albatross Island is located approximately 96 km from the T/49P permit area); however, it is understood 
that breeding individuals will likely use the area for foraging.  
EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7, assess the potential impact of underwater sound emissions on marine invertebrates and fish species, 
both potential prey of the shy albatross. Due to the localised extent of impacts (maximum 2 km from the sound source), no 
ecosystem or population level impacts, or impacts to the foraging success of the shy albatross are predicted.  
EP Section 6.4 (Light Emissions) assess the potential impact of light on the shy albatross and found that with the largest light 
footprint (50 km around the drilling area during flaring) the Otway Exploration Drilling Program would overlap a maximum of 
0.7% of their likely foraging areas (Figure 6-22), assuming the worst-case location was selected with the greatest area of overlap. 
This indicates that foraging opportunities for the shy albatross extend far beyond the area affected by an increase in light for 
short duration flaring activities. Therefore, the foraging success of the shy albatross is not expected to be impacted due to the 
temporary and localised nature of the proposed activity and short duration of flaring activities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

709 4968, 5115, 
5472, 5095 

Short-tailed shearwaters, as long-distance migratory 
birds, are under stress due to many other 
environmental factors, including increasing light 

The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the completion of environmental assessments across 
the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. During this process 



Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

pollution from activity within their range and it is 
important that their food source is protected in their 
breeding grounds. Short-tailed Shearwaters are also 
a licensed commercial and recreationally harvested 
species, highly valued by the north-west Tasmanian 
community. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and refine the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of 
the feedback received and as a result of the maturation of subsurface data.  
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied to further refine the scope and bounds of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Consequently, the number and duration of Drill Stem Tests (DST), which involve flaring, 
have been reduced to minimise impacts on light sensitive species such as shearwaters, as follows: 
- The total number of DSTs that may be conducted has been reduced from 6 to 4. 
- The number of DSTs that can be conducted within the revised, smaller operational areas associated with the Tasmanian 
Permit T/49P, has been reduced to one. This represents a significant reduction in impact to light sensitive species.  
- Further, the duration of flaring associated with this test has been reduced from 120 hours per well to 100 hours per 
well.  
These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of subsurface data and supports improved 
environmental outcomes for species such as the short-tailed shearwater.  
 
Further considerations were applied to seasonal constraints for this species, including consideration of no DSTs during the two-
week fledging period (late-March to early-April) within T/49P. However, this limitation was rejected following assessment of: 
- Campaign drivers including rig consortium schedule constraints, significant costs associated with delays and safety 
drivers for timing of DSTs. 
- Impact assessment outcomes including the significant distance from the closest point within T/49P to shearwater 
colonies on King Island (~31 km) and low lux levels received at these locations and that the overlap will be intermittent and short 
duration (<100 hours) 
- The control measures proposed including a Light Management Plan (CM07) which will be implemented to minimise 
light impacts and will also minimise the likelihood of bird species such as the short-tailed shearwater potentially being attracted 
to the rig or vessel where a collision could occur, and 
- Historical evidence which demonstrates that no short-tailed shearwaters have been reported on a vessel, rig, or 
platform within the Otway Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to short-tailed shearwaters associated with routine and flaring light emissions 
have been reduced to levels that are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
  
Further details of changes to the activity scope and bounds can be found within the June 2024 project update. 
 
. Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, 
refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities. 

710 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is a known 
biodiversity hotspot and it is also widely recognised 
that this area is a significantly understudied 
biological area. Any development in this area will 
have unknown impacts on this marine ecosystem, 
which is already under significant stress due to 
marine warming from climate change. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding existing pressures on the environment to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these pressures were adequately considered. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program includes short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling. A detailed assessment of the potential environmental impacts and risks associated with these activities is included in EP 
Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment), 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  The 
assessment process inherently requires the consideration of the predictive certainty in the assessment, inclusive of existing 
pressures on the environment.  
The evaluation criteria include consideration of long-term impacts and risks to biological, ecological, socio-economic, and 
cultural features of the environment. Only activities that result in temporary / reversible, small scale and/ or low intensity 
environmental impacts are considered acceptable, i.e. activities that result in large scale / irreversible and/or high intensity 
environmental damage would not be considered acceptable. 
The impacts and risks from the Otway Exploration Drilling activity are well understood, supported by peer reviewed publications 
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and are demonstrable of an acceptable level. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken further analysis to identify evidence to assess the validity of these claims. This 
assessment focussed on the identification of unacceptable impacts by considering whether the activity in its entirety meets the 
acceptable levels. 
EP Chapter 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment) has been updated in response to these claims." 

712 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Throughout the year, this area has a resident 
population of blue whales and a variety of species of 
whales present during their migration routes. Sperm 
whales have been recorded in the deep water areas 
of the operational area off the west coast of 
Tasmania, with the greatest number of sightings 
occurring in October and November. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the presence of the sperm whale off the west coast of Tasmania to be of 
high merit and have reviewed the Environment {Plan (EP) to ensure that the assessment of potential impacts to sperm whales 
has been an appropriate. 
The sperm whale is a listed migratory species under the EPBC Act and has an identified presence as “species or species habitat 
may occur” within the operational areas by the Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST). Detailed information on the lifestyle 
characteristics and presence of sperm whales in Australian waters is provided in EP Section 4.6.9.2 (Cetaceans). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that impacts to high-frequency species, such as the sperm whale, have been adequately 
assessed within the EP (Section 6.6  Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-Impulsive; Section 6.7 - Underwater Sound Emissions - 
Impulsive; Section 7.4  - Interaction with marine Fauna). 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) which outlines specific measures to 
minimise anthropogenic noise threats and threats associated with vessel movements to marine fauna. All of which will assist in 
minimising any potential impacts and risks to sperm whales to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all 
environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

714 4968, 5115, 
5095 

Tasmanians are enjoying an increase in whale 
presence and awareness which is bringing much joy 
to coastal communities of King Island and NW 
Tasmania. Many of our popular coastal tourist towns 
like Stanley and Boat Harbour regularly attract 
visitors to look for whales (including this winter 
2023), in the usually quiet winter months, where we 
have experienced Southern Right Whales close to 
shore for extended periods. The marine drilling 
activities and discharges of hydrocarbons and other 
pollutants into this area could have serious 
detrimental impacts on these species and many 
others. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be 
of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
Impacts to recreation and tourism and detailed in EP Section 6.2.5.1 (Socio-economic Receptors).  
Relevant to tourism in Tasmania, ZTV analysis predicts for T/49P the derrick could be visible from King Island when operating 
within the T/49P operational area and the main deck on the MODU could also technically be visible from elevated locations on 
King Island (Appendix H). At these heights and distances, it is possible that the main deck could appear just above the horizon 
depending on weather conditions. These impacts are short-duration, fully recoverable with no long-term impacts to visual 
amenity or aesthetic values given no permanent/ visible infrastructure will be left in place. 
Regarding the claim that drilling activities, unplanned releases of hydrocarbons and planned operational discharges will have a 
serious detrimental impact, ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts associated with planned drilling and operational 
discharges in EP Section 6.8 (Planned Drilling Discharges) and 6.9 (Planned Operational Discharges) and assessed the 
consequence severity as between Negligible (1) to Minor (2). 
Risks of unplanned releases of hydrocarbons are assessed in EP Sections 7.3 (Minor Loss of Containment), 7.6 (Marine Diesel Oil 
Release) and 7.7 (Loss of Well Control) with the likelihood assessed as between Remote (1) and Rare (2). 
Contextual information has been included in the EP on the increase in whale presence and awareness in (EP Section 4.7.5.1 - 
Tasmania – Tourism)." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1079 18/03/2023 Social Pinpoint Registered 
for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: individual completed Webinar Registration Survey via Social Pinpoint on 18/03/2023. 
• Individual registered their contact details. 
• Individual opted to receive updates via email and register for future webinars.  

888 20/03/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

Individual completed Stakeholder Survey 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2189 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member called individual to discuss consultation moving forward. Advised of information sessions and when they 
would be held. 

2190 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a telephone call on the same day. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence 
is relevant to all entities. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached documents for individual consideration. 
• Encouraged individual to provide feedback via consultation hub. 
• Mentioned that draft EP chapters will start to be available via consultation hub and individual will be notified when available. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Mentioned individual will receive information and update about project. 
• Offered to meet with individual organisation representatives. 
Hyperlink to consultation hub provided. 
 
Attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program: Preliminary Impacts and Risk Assessment 

2193 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. To individual following an email 
sent on same day. COP team member forgot to attach documents to previous email.  
 
COP team member apologized and attached missing documents: 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2699 1/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent from individual 
confirming receipt of information and notifying further action to follow. 

2718 2/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. COP team offered online 
meeting and advised that further information will be emailed as available. 

2912 11/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Incoming email received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender. Sent from individual 
accepting offer for online meeting and requesting convenient time. 

2996 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Individual accepted date for 
proposed meeting.  

2995 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Team suggested available times for scheduling meeting. Providing alternate dates to assist in organising the most suitable time to meet. 

2913 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to 2 individuals via one email address to advise of meeting time availability and proposed discussion points and meeting duration. 
2922 15/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person responding to email sent by ConocoPhillips Australia to 2 relevant entities advising of preferred time for 

meeting.  
2923 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. COP advised on Teams meeting 

link to follow. 
2924 15/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 

Email contained Teams meeting link and proposed agenda. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3257 22/08/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With representatives of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The participants exchanged information about their organisations and the drilling exploration project. 
• Purpose and scope of the EP; consultation processes and information provision. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Interest in Sea Country, First Nations; fishing industry; surf culture; whales and other animals/birds. 
• Key biodiversity area. 
• Impacts of noise, emissions; precautionary principles; water quality 
• Unlikely possibility of discovering hydrocarbons. 
 
Key Actions: 
Send meeting notes  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
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• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3401 7/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Outgoing email sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also. To individual following a 
meeting on 22 August 2023.  
 
Team member: 
• Provided draft meeting notes as attached document to email. 
• Apologized for delay. 
• Asked individual to send draft meeting notes to another individual on COP member behalf, if possible. 

3278 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to email of 7 September 
2023. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual provided additional comments to be added to draft meeting notes. 
• Individual highlighted that they were exhausted by the engagement process being also working parents and volunteers. 
• Exhaustion aggravated by the fact that the engagement was limited to exploration only, whilst the plan on a larger scale would involve gas extraction, 
carbon capture and storage. 
• Exhaustion also compounded by the presence of multiple proposals across the same area at the same time by other organisations. 
•       Individual confirmed that their organisation is happy with comments shared publicly and they transferred previous COP team member email to another 
individual. 

4336 11/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d in response to email received on same day.  
 
Summary of information provided:  
• COP team member thanked them for their feedback.  
• Provided meeting notes with amendments made as attached document to email. 
• Requested that they check the highlighted sections in the meeting notes and advise of any changes they would like made. 
• Suggested to modify consultation approach to reduce fatigue related to consultation and welcomed suggestions. 
• Shared previous collaborative consultation approach. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft Meeting Notes. 

3356 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to an email sent on same 
day. Individual rectified a point in meeting notes shared previously: Organisation happy for communication to be publicly available. 

3357 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender. Individual requested additional meeting 
minutes amendments to include discussion held regarding ConocoPhillips moving away from gas and exploring more sustainable industries of renewable 
energy. 

3358 13/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also, in response to an email received on 11 
September 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Meeting notes with revisions were shared as attachment to email. 
• Requested for confirmation from individual that meeting notes are acceptable. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached: 
• Revised meeting notes. 

3400 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Incoming email received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to email 
sent on same day. Individual thanked COP team member. 

3397 13/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Incoming email received from relevant person that has also been CC’d to entities deemed relevant by the sender, in response to email 
sent on same day. Individual thanked COP team member. 

3469 20/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to provide feedback concerning proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Individual expressed objections on behalf 
of their organisation: 
• Expressed their exhaustion and overwhelm to be involved in consultation for the project, especially as volunteers and with uncertainty about their impact as 
these processes never seem to favour local communities. 
• Mentioned that the Exploration Drilling Program is a gateway for gas production and fossil fuel use should stop to combat climate change. 
• Shared that COP could be vulnerable to current and future legal actions to combat climate change. 
• Requested that plans to explore for and extract offshore gas in the Otway Basin to be ceased, especially with knowing climate change. 
The objections included concerns and details about: 
• Impact on local fishing communities, which contribute to local identity and economic value. Individual would like the compensation for commercial fishers 
lost income to be extended to other community organisations. 
• Negative impacts on local aboriginal cultural resources, as aboriginal cultural and economic activities rely on healthy marine environment. 
• Negative impacts on local marine ecosystem, including endangered species. 
• Impacts on Marine Parks, as project proposal includes areas of Zeehan Marine Park. 
• Negative impacts on tourism, developing industry and Tasmania’s appeal and national/international competitiveness. Individual shared that COP project 
could tarnish Tasmanian image and hinder community efforts to move to a decarbonized economy and asked how COP will act to prevent these effects. 

3823 27/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Outgoing email sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also. Sent to individual thanking 
them for their feedback, advising how to contact for more information or details and informing that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA.  
 
Attached: 
• Draft EP 
• Official Letter 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4221 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation in response to feedback via email received on 20 September 2023. COP team have addressed objections/claims in a 
document attached to email and encouraged organisation to contact COP team to discuss information further. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4271 25/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation in response to feedback via email received on 20 September 2023. COP team have addressed additional 
objections/claims in a document attached to email and encouraged organisation to contact COP team to discuss information further. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4968 17/12/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted public comment regarding the draft environmental plan. 
5095 21/02/2024 Email OUGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to their public comment of 17 December 2023.  

 
Team member: 
• Thanked individual for their submission during the public comment period for Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
• COP team have addressed objections/claims in a formal correspondence attached to email. 

5115 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up an email sent on same day. Team member advised individual of an administrative error in correspondence 
attached to email.  
 
Team member mentioned: 
• Correct issue date is 21 February 2024. 
• Possibility to send a revised letter with an updated issue date if individual advise COP team. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5472 4/07/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: sent from COP team to individual with project update regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program.   
 
Thanked individual again for their submission during consultation and public comment.  
 
Notified individual of the further activity limitations being introduced and narrowing of the operational area as a result of feedback received through 
consultation, and the maturation of subsurface data.   
 
Provided link to the consultation hub for more information on the activity.  
 
Stated that due to the refinement and narrowing of the proposed activity, the titleholder responses to feedback received by the organisation have been 
updated.  
 
Stated that the refined activity limitations will be re-submitted to external regulator NOPSEMA for assessment.   
 
Provided contact information in the event of any questions.   
 
Attached:   
 
Information sheet 15 (Project Update)  
Attachment 1 connected to letter with revised responses to the individual’s feedbacks.  

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Tasmanian Ports Corporation – ORG ID 570 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Tasmanian Ports Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Tasmanian Ports Corporation was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Tasmanian Ports Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Tasmanian Ports Corporation is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Tasmanian Ports Corporation is a state-owned company responsible for eleven Tasmanian ports and the Devonport Airport. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Tasmanian Ports Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received excluding two automated email replies acknowledging receipt of correspondence (Event ID’s 1726; 3419). 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with the Tasmanian Ports Corporation for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
November 2022. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Tasmanian Ports Corporation’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4334; 50), telephone call (Event ID(s) 
1559; 1560) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1157; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). A representative from Tasmanian Ports Corporation advised 
they had forwarded correspondence to the relevant stakeholder during an outgoing telephone call (Event ID 1159). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further correspondence from Tasmanian Ports 
Corporation aside from two automated email replies acknowledging receipt of correspondence were received from Tasmanian Ports Corporation to ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID’s 1726; 3419). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Tasmanian Ports Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 4334; 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Tasmanian Ports Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Tasmanian Ports Corporation between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Tasmanian Ports Corporation to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Tasmanian Ports Corporation raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
• The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in preparation of an 
Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
• Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
• Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
• Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will be 
progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and 
assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

4334 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1726 9/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual/organisation advising that they were on leave and would return on August 28, 2023. They provided alternative contact details for 
assistance during their absence. 

1559 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program: 
• Individual was unavailable; however, call was answered by receptionist. 
• COP team member left a message with receptionist, noting that we had tried to get in touch.  

1560 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual who provided updated contact information: 
• COP team member advised that they would send email with relevant information after the call.  

50 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
• Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
• Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3419 24/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual automated reply advising that they were on leave and would return on August 28, 2023. They provided alternative contact details 
for assistance during their absence. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• People that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network – ORG ID 571 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network was identified via Consultation Hub (Newsletter Sign-Up). 
 Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network is a volunteer community organisation that engages 
volunteers in activities that help improve Warrnambool’s natural environment. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network provided an opportunity for the Network to express its concern about potential impacts on a Little Penguin colony 
particularly through sound emissions. They also indicated they thought the project would involve seismic testing. COPA was able to assure them project did not involve seismic testing. COPA referred the Network 
to information about other projects to use seismic testing; and to research data that indicated impact from sound emissions for this colony was not expected. References were also made to Chapter 6, (Sections 
6.6 and 6.7) of the EP, for further information and to follow up on their other concerns for cetaceans and the marine food web.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Warrnambool Coastcare Landacre Network’s preferred method of consultation. Representatives first contacted ConocoPhillips Australia through the Consultation Hub 
in June 2023 and opted to receive updates (Event ID 1675). They then engaged through Social Pinpoint, (Event ID’s1675, 2690) on the Consultation Hub. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to update Warrnambool 
Coastcare Landcare Network on the project via campaign email correspondence (Event ID’s 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 3860, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests 
or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Consultation Hub and Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2625). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network received initial engagement about the activity in July 2023, 105 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network on 27 July 2023. 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions: 
• Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID 3860), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Network raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

143 2690, 3860 Claim Relevant person stated that 
the Middle Island penguin 
colony are threatened by 
human resource use and 
predation by introduced 
canids. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on Little Penguins in the Environment Plan. In 
summary our assessment of the impact of non-impulsive underwater sound 
from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on the Little Penguin is as follows: It 
is inferred that penguins have relatively poor hearing thresholds in the lower 
frequencies (McCauley, 1994). Since the Middle Island little penguin colony is 
located approximately 20 km from the closest operational area and penguins 
typically participate in single day foraging trips within 8-14 km of their colony in 

Nil 



coastal waters (McCutcheon et al. 2011) impacts to the penguin from underwater 
sound emissions, both impulsive and non-impulsive, are not predicted. 
 
Draft Environment Plan chapters are currently available on our consultation hub 
should you wish to review and provide additional feedback, objections and 
claims on these (see chapters 6.6 Underwater Sound - Non-Impulsive and 6.7 
Underwater Sound - Impulsive): 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-
drilling-program/epchapters/  

154 2690, 3860 Claim Relevant person stated that 
recent declines in the Middle 
Island little penguin colony 
are not necessarily due to 
canid predation and adding 
additional threatening 
processes (i.e. seismic testing) 
is counterproductive to 
conservation efforts. 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any seismic surveys as part 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This program involves seabed surveys 
and drilling operations.  
 
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to the 
following websites for more information:  
https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 
www.tgs.com (Otway Basin 3D Multi-client MSS) 
www.beachenergy.com.au (Calico Survey) 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on Little Penguins in our Environment Plan.  In 
summary our assessment of the impact of non-impulsive underwater sound 
from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on the Little Penguin is as follows: It 
is inferred that penguins have relatively poor hearing thresholds in the lower 
frequencies (McCauley, 1994). Since the Middle Island little penguin colony is 
located approximately 20 km from the closest operational area and penguins 
typically participate in single day foraging trips within 8-14 km of their colony in 
coastal waters (McCutcheon et al. 2011) impacts to the penguin from continuous 
underwater sound emissions are not predicted. 
 
Draft chapters are currently available on our consultation hub should you wish to 
review and provide additional feedback, objections and claims on these (see 
chapter 6.6 Underwater Sound - Non-Impulsive): 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-
drilling-program/epchapters/  

Information 

155 2690, 3860 Objection Relevant person stated that 
they oppose seismic testing in 
the Otway Basin due to the 
potential impacts on the 
biologically important 
behaviours of marine fauna 
species such as the little 
penguin (foraging), cetaceans 
(avoidance) and the potential 
impacts to the marine food 
web (i.e. planktonic species in 
the Bonney Coast Upwelling). 

High – assessed 
in accordance 
with EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any seismic surveys as part 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program includes seabed surveys and the drilling of a maximum of 6 
exploration wells.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the impacts of the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on Little Penguins in the Environment Plan. In 
summary our assessment of the impact of non-impulsive underwater sound 
from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on the Little Penguin is as follows: It 
is inferred that penguins have relatively poor hearing thresholds in the lower 
frequencies (McCauley, 1994). Since the Middle Island little penguin colony is 
located approximately 20 km from the closest operational area and penguins 
typically participate in single day foraging trips within 8-14 km of their colony in 
coastal waters (McCutcheon et al. 2011) impacts to the penguin from underwater 
sound emissions, both impulsive and non-impulsive, are not predicted. 

Nil 



 
Draft Environment Plan chapters are currently available on our consultation hub 
should you wish to review and provide additional feedback, objections and 
claims on these (see chapters 6.6 Underwater Sound - Non-Impulsive and 6.7 
Underwater Sound - Impulsive): 
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-
drilling-program/epchapters/  
 
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to the 
following websites for more information:  
https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 
www.tgs.com (Otway Basin 3D Multi-client MSS) 
www.beachenergy.com.au (Calico Survey) 

 
 
 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Id Start Date Event Type Summary 

1675 10/06/2023 Social Pinpoint Registered for Updates INCOMING SURVEY: from organisation that completed the Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint. 
• Registered their contact details.  
• Opted to received updates regarding the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2690 1/08/2023 Social Pinpoint Comment INCOMING SURVEY: from individual who completed Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint. 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Described their organisation’s functions, interests, and activities. 
• Stated that the organisations specific interest is in marine and coastal ecosystems, specifically in Little Penguins.  



• Advised that the proposed drilling program may impact their activities in the area.  
• Organisation opted to receive updates regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 
the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3860 3/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation providing a formal response to their objections/claims on the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program.  
 
Information was provided about: 
• How to arrange further discussion. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan, unless advised otherwise. 
• Provided contact number if organisation wishes to discuss in more detail.  
 
Attached: 
• Formal response to the objections and claims raised 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 



-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management 
matters that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims 
to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 
could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 



Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was 
used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates 
of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS – ORG ID 572 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS was identified via Desktop Research. 
 WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS operates in sales and service of diving, firearms and archery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND FIREARMS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. WARRNAMBOOL DIVING AND 
FIREARMS engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on Warrnambool Diving and Firearms’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 600; 912), telephone call (Event ID 996) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Warrnambool Diving and Firearms communicated directly with 
ConocoPhillips Australia during an outgoing telephone call where they advised: they had received the information; most of their diving occurred close to shore; and they held concerns for fish, crustaceans and 
marine mammals (Event ID 996). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further engagement from Warrnambool Diving and Firearms but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became 
available. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 600). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Warrnambool Diving and Firearms to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 600). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 600). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Warrnambool Diving and Firearms, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Warrnambool Diving and Firearms was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Warrnambool Diving and Firearms between 13 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 87 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Warrnambool Diving and Firearms had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Warrnambool Diving and Firearms to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Warrnambool Diving and Firearms raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

600 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely having 
relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

912 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to meet the 
project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

996 17/04/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual regarding consultation. 
• Individual stated that they had received information. 
• Also noted that drilling may impact their functions, interests, and activities.  
• Raised their concerns about fish, crustaceans, and marine mammals in the area.  
• Agreed to receive further information about potential impacts and mitigation approaches COP would propose in the EP. 
COP team member advised that the information would be available in the coming weeks, and they  would need to get in touch if they had additional specific concerns.  

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations and 
to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the consultation 
hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback on 
potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Warrnambool Yacht Club – ORG ID 573 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Warrnambool Yacht Club was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Warrnambool Yacht Club was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Warrnambool Yacht Club is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Warrnambool Yacht Club is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Warrnambool Yacht Club operates within Victorian waters around Warrnambool. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided Warrnambool Yacht Club with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response 
received.  Warrnambool Yacht Club did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Warrnambool Yacht Club’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 662; 905) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 
1205; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). Warrnambool Yacht Club did not provide a response to any communication methods. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to 
provide ongoing project updates. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Warrnambool Yacht Club to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 662). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Link to Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with Warrnambool Yacht Club, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology on EP Section 3.6) 
Warrnambool Yacht Club was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 234 days before first submission.  



ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Warrnambool Yacht Club between 20 March 2023 and 8 June 2023 a period of 80 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Warrnambool Yacht Club had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Warrnambool Yacht Club to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Warrnambool Yacht Club raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

662 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

905 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant 
persons to meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) – ORG ID 574 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) was identified via Desktop Research  
 Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) is a Peak Body for 
Recreational Fishing in Victoria. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact 
were made with no response received. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish)’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 620; 909; 5516; 3103) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1205; 1414). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any direct correspondence with Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body (VR Fish) aside from automated email replies to 
confirm receipt of correspondence (Event ID(s) 1774; 4293; 4294). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 3103, 5516). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to VR Fish to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 13 March 2023 and 17 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 620). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1414). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 620). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 909, 1205). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1205). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided link to NOPSEMA Consultation through Consultation Hub on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1414). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol.  
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3103 via Consultation Hub). 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with VR Fish, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



VR Fish was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in March 2023, 241 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to VR Fish between 13 March 2023 and 17 May 2023, a period of 65 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, VR Fish had the information for a period of 176 days.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed VR to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to 
consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, VR Fish raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

620 13/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as likely 
having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1774 13/03/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation automated reply. 
 
Summary of information received: 
•They are on leave from 06/04/23 to 17/04/23 
•They work Monday - Thursday 9am - 2.30pm. 
•For recreational fishing licence enquiries, contact should be made with the organisation. 
•Breaches of fishing regulations should be reported on a specific number. 
•For urgent matters, contact should be made with the Executive Officer on provided number. 
•They will respond to the email upon their return. 

909 13/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with invitation to attend upcoming community information sessions. Team encouraged residents and relevant persons to 
meet the project team and learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback. 
  
Available sessions were: 
• Warrnambool: Monday 17 April – 6-8pm.  
• Portland: Tuesday 18 April – 6-8pm.  
• Peterborough: Wednesday 19 April – 12-2pm.  
• Port Campbell: Wednesday 19 April – 6-8pm.  
• Apollo Bay: Thursday 20 April – 6-8pm. 
  
Correspondence noted that recipient was identified as potentially having functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to contact team if they were unable to attend. 
  
Individuals and organisations were encouraged to nominate other potentially relevant persons they believe may be affected by the proposed activities. 

4293 13/04/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation automated reply. 
 
Summary of information received: 
•They are on leave from 06/04/23 to 17/04/23 
•They work Monday - Thursday 9am - 2.30pm. 
•For recreational fishing licence enquiries, contact should be made with the organisation. 
•Breaches of fishing regulations should be reported on a specific number. 
•For urgent matters, contact should be made with the Executive Officer on provided number. 
•They will respond to the email upon their return. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed 
activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available through the 
consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

4294 19/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From organisation automated reply. 
 
Summary of information received: 
• They work Monday - Thursday 9am - 2.30pm. 
• For recreational fishing licence enquiries, contact should be made with the organisation. 
• Breaches of fishing regulations should be reported on a specific number. 
• For urgent matters, contact should be made with the Executive Officer on provided number. 
• They will respond to the email upon their return. 

3103 29/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual as an update on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP developments. 
  
Summary of information provided: 
• Team member informed about draft EP Chapters releases on COP consultation hub. 
• Team member encouraged to provide feedback by 30 September 2023. 
  
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 11 (Project Update). 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals representing 
commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative 
(OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the Otway 
region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

 



WaterSure – ORG ID 577 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 WaterSure was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 WaterSure was identified via Desktop Research. 
 WaterSure is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): WaterSure is a Offshore Operator, Titleholder, Offshore Infrastructure Proponent, Assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. WaterSure is an as operator of the Victorian desalination plant. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) provided WaterSure with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. WaterSure was invited to consult directly but did not elect to 
do so. WaterSure did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims but COPA provided project updates. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on WaterSure’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 2811) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 
4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). WaterSure communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via email and advised initial correspondence had been forwarded to the relevant individual within the 
Organisation (Event ID 2900). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to WaterSure to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 9 August 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2811). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 2811). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2811).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2811). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2811). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2811). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2811). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2811). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with WaterSure, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
WaterSure was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in August 2023, 93 days before first submission on 9 November. 
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to WaterSure between 9 August 2023 and 31 August 2023 a period of 22 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, WaterSure had the information for a period of 71 days.  
 



Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow 
ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed WaterSure to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, WaterSure raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2811 9/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation providing attached correspondence about the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• How to arrange a meeting with provided contact number. 
• The importance of consultation with relevant persons in developing and reviewing Environment Plans. 
• How consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan, unless advised otherwise. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached: 
• Formal Letter asking to return correspondence by 31 August 2023 if they wanted to be consulted and sharing link and QR code to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community 

2900 9/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the same day. Individual advised that the email had been forwarded to the relevant person. 
3050 24/08/202

3 
Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP 
as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 
the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as 
it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



AMOG CONSULTING – ORG ID 578 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 AMOG CONSULTING was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 AMOG CONSULTING was identified via Consultation Hub (Newsletter Sign-Up). 
 AMOG CONSULTING is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  AMOG CONSULTING is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with an interest in 
underwater acoustics modelling in the EMBA. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided AMOG CONSULTING with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made of which AMOG 
CONSULTING engaged and provided a claim regarding radial limits. No further assertions, concerns or objections were raised. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on AMOG CONSULTING preferred method of consultation and engaged via email. AMOG CONSULTING provided a reference to scientific literature and provided 
feedback regarding the radial limits for underwater sound (Event ID 3893, 4600). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with AMOG CONSULTING including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide project updates via campaign email 
correspondence and correspondence with AMOG CONSULTING regarding their commercial services (Event IDs 6313, 6314) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to AMOG CONSULTING to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 24 August 2023 and 24 August 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3050) 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3050). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided direction to consultation hub with Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) (Event ID 3050). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 4392) 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3181). 
 List of Chapter 6.7 references (Event ID 4011) 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



AMOG CONSULTING self-identified via the consultation hub in July 2023, 104 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base 
level of sufficient information as listed above to AMOG CONSULTING on 24 August 2023. 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s): 
 Response to all objection(s) and claim(s) was provided in November 2023 (Event IDs: 4600), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). 

 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed AMOG CONSULTING to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation with AMOG CONSULTING, 1 information was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities.    
During consultation, AMOG CONSULTING raised 1 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

418 3893, 4600 Relevant person provided a reference to scientific literature and 
recommended ConocoPhillips Australia review the paper and include 
relevant information in the EP. 

Thank you for this information. We have reviewed this paper with our acoustic consultant and 
have included reference to this paper in sections 6.6.3 and 6.7.2.1: PK-PK sound level of 202 dB 
re 1 μPa (Payne et al. 2008; Sole et al. 2023 – identified during consultation (Org ID: 578, AMOG 
Consulting, Event ID: 3893, FB ID: 418), is considered to be associated with no effect, and was 
therefore applied in this assessment. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

417 3893, 4600 Claim Relevant person provided feedback 
that radial limits for underwater 
sound seem excessive and will 
cause unnecessary effort. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Thank you for your feedback. We understand that the radil 
are based on a validated propagation loss model for the 
Otway region for vessel-based sound sources and uses 
measured spectra from comparable rigs. We also recognise 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

that the modelling may overestimate the radii; however, we 
are required to apply the precautionary principles as part of 
our assessment process. 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2671 28/07/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for 
Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual who competed the Consultation Survey via Social pinpoint. 
• Registered their contact details.  
• Individual opted to received information regarding the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

4010 19/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual reaching out to request access to the list of references used in chapter 6.7 from the EP team at ConocoPhillips. 
4011 19/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day. Team shared the Draft EP as attachment as per request and asked for feedback and 

any comments on the draft EP chapters. 
3470 19/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: to individual in response to email of 19 September 2023, advising that: 

• They have received the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. 
• They are currently reviewing it and do not have any feedback yet. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4027 3/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 19 September 2023. Individual provided feedback on Chapter 6.7 of the environmental plan.  
 
The feedback included: 
• Point 1: The radial limits for Scenario 2 and 4 were deemed excessive and could lead to unnecessary spending. 
• Point 2: A suggestion to use a more recent reference for the effects of anthropogenic noise on marine invertebrates. 
• The individual also offered to assist with these issues if required. 

3893 4/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to email of 3 October 2023. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The feedback has been forwarded to the project team. 
• A written response will be provided as soon as possible. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4600 3/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual providing a response to objections and claims related to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Contact details were 
provided for further discussion.  
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter where COP team have addressed objections/ claims. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 



• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

6313 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual offering their services for 3rd party peer review modelling work. They highlighted their previous experience with 
underwater noise modelling work for the Otway region and their readiness to handle the special types of seabed conditions in the Otways. They also 
mentioned that they were asked by a previous operator to review the work of the incumbent service provider for the Otways region. 

6314 29/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising that: 
- All modelling work for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan has been completed. 
- They appreciate the offer of assistance and will consider it for future work. 

6318 2/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking COPA for quick response. Noted that if any urgent issues do arise individual's organisation are setup to 
quickly respond. 

 



Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd – ORG ID 579 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 
activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd is connected to Gunditjmara Peoples who have a spiritual connection with Sea Country. Located 
on Eastern Maar Country. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Gunditjmara Aboriginal 
Cooperative Ltd engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims and requested consultation through Eastern Maar. 

Consultation process 
Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd were identified as a relevant person who requested to be represented by Eastern Maar in an in-person conversation (Event 3766). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction 
on Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via tour (Event ID 3793), door knock (Event ID 3766) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 4846; 
4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia was advised to consult through Eastern Maar (Event 3766). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence but 
continued to provide project updates via campaign email correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4879). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 17 November 2023 and 1 December 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4846). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 4879). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 4879).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 4879). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 4879). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 4879). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 4879). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 4879). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4879) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (4879). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentRelated Event ID Summary of Public CommentFeedback ID

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd received initial engagement about the activity in-person on 21 September 2023, 49 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9
December 2023. This had also been provided in writing in November 2023, 8 days after initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd between 17 November 2023 and 1 December 2023 (over a period of 134 days).

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs,LALC's in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation, Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd raised objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3793 20/09/2023 Tour TOUR: Cultural Heritage tour of Stone Country in Budj Bim National Park. 
• OEDP team member participated in a Cultural Heritage tour of Badj Bim Stone Country, conducted by tour guide.  
• Tour included stories about cultural heritage and connection to Sea Country.  

3766 21/09/2023 Door Knock DOOR KNOCK: Team member dropped into the Gunditjmara Aboriginal Cooperative while on Country in Warrnambool to introduce self and offer formal 
meeting for organisation.  
• Had informal discussion sitting in reception area with General Manager, who offered to organise a meeting for next day (Fri 22 Sept) at 10am with a group 
who would be interested in finding out about the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Team member sought advice about consultation protocols and explained that ConocoPhilipps Australia has been corresponding with the Eastern Maar 
Aboriginal Corporation as the representative organisation for the registered Title Holders.  
• GM confirmed that is the correct process. 
• GM added that GAC would like to receive project information (interested stakeholder; not relevant person).  
Note: Meeting did not happen next day, as Team Member was told upon arrival that there wasn't any interest in a presentation and GM had been called out 
on a medical emergency. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Abalone Council Victoria – ORG ID 580 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Abalone Council Victoria was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Abalone Council Victoria was identified via an email to project email. 
 Abalone Council Victoria is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Abalone Council Victoria is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, specifically the peak body representing the wild harvest abalone 
sector in Victoria, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Abalone Council Victoria resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant 
persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Table 4-31, and Section(s) 4.6.4.4 and 4.7.7.3. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Abalone Council Victoria’s preferred method of consultation. Abalone Council Victoria emailed ConocoPhillips Australia and engaged directly (Event ID 4286). Abalone 
Council Victoria had a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 4131). As well as provided Abalone Council Victoria with regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1637, 
2625, 3859, 4392, 4750, 4830, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5247, 5485, 6288). During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia also engaged via email(s) (Event IDs: 4286, 4287, 4288, 4289, 3847, 3889, 4290, 
4269, 5090, 5125, 5315), and via attempted telephone call (Event ID 3784).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event IDs: 5090, 5125).  
 
Public comment period 
Abalone Council Victoria were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event 
ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 
additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Abalone Council Victoria that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Abalone Council Victoria, with 4 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ 
table below (Event ID 5025). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Abalone Council Victoria following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 
through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5090, 5125). 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Abalone Council Victoria to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 08 June 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to marine and coastal users (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event IDs 1637, 4291). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 4291). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Abalone Council Victoria received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 155 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to Abalone Council Victoria between 08 June 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 50 days) at the latest. 
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in October 2023 (Event ID 4269), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 An additional response was provided following the public comment period in February 2024 (Event ID 5090). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Abalone Council Victoria to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Abalone Council Victoria raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of each Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

444 4131, 4269, 
5125 

Relevant person advised that Greenlip is a smaller, 
independent fishery with its own TACCs set. 

Thank you for clarifying that greenlip abalone represents a separate stock with its own TACC, and is not just bycatch 
associated with the blacklip abalone fishery. We have updated Table 4-31 Victorian Abalone Fishery, Target species 
to reflect this information in the environment plan.  

445 4131, 4269, 
5125 

Relevant person advised that a map of the Victorian abalone 
fisheries should be available online for inclusion in the EP. 

Thank you for letting us know that there is a map depicting the Victorian abalone fishery. We have identified this 
map: https://www.siv.com.au/abalone-fishery.html 
 
We have updated section 4.7.7.3 of the environment plan to include this.  

446 4131, 4269, 
5125 

Relevant person advised that there had been historical 
outbreaks of an abalone virus and provided feedback that 

Thank you for providing this insight into the existing condition and pressures on the Victorian Abalone Fishery. We 
have identified research supporting the link between virus outbreaks and stress: https://www.frdc.com.au/fish-vol-



outbreaks are related to stress, with impacts to inshore areas 
of particular concern. 

30-2/arming-abalone-against-disease, and have updated Environment Plan sections 4.6.4.4 and 4.7.7.3 (Table 4-31) 
to reflect this information. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1108 4131 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about the 
response plans in case of 
a spill, including tactical 
plans for shoreline 
protection, clean-up 
procedures, and financial 
assurance and 
compensation 
arrangements. These 
concerns were addressed 
in the meeting. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Impacts to ecological receptors including abalone are assessed in EP Section 
7.8.8.1 (Ecological Receptors). Any impacts are likely to be highly localised to 
the response infrastructure, vessel or shoreline response operational area 
and only result in localised, medium-term impacts to species or habitats.  
Titleholders are required to hold financial assurance for offshore activities. 
NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ states 'It is 
generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial assurance for the 
greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and estimable third-party 
liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their activities, 
and as defined by termination or control of the incident; operational 
response measures required for containment, clean up and remediation of 
the environment; and carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact 
of the petroleum incident. 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with 
international compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable evidence-
based claims would be paid, and claims can be for both short-term cash flow 
issues and long-term losses. Suitable calculation methods would be 
negotiated by an independent arbiter, in the highly unlikely event or an 
incident. 

N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

785 5090, 5025, 
5125 

As the Peak Body representing abalone license 
holders, divers and processors in Victoria we are 
concerned about the cumulative impact of the 
multiple surveys proposed for the Otway basin area 
in the coming year, including, but not limited to the 
Conoco Phillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Of particular concern to us is the impact that Marine 
Seismic Surveys (MSS) have on abalone during their 
early life stages, when they are most vulnerable to 
stressors. To date, there has been no research 
undertaken studying the impacts of MSS on abalone, 
juvenile or mature. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on abalone 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately 
assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic 
surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys as detailed in response to Matter ID 787.  
Impulsive underwater sound emissions from short duration VSP and SBP do not reach the noise effect criteria for impairment of 
marine invertebrates at the seafloor. However, sub-lethal effects may occur within the effect distance to the ‘no effect’ criteria at 
the seafloor which was reached at 170 m for VSP. Therefore, within water depths <170 m, marine invertebrates directly below the 
impulsive sound source during short-duration VSP (maximum 20 hours per well) are likely to detect a change in ambient sound; 
however, negligible consequences are predicted.   
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct seabed surveys or drilling activities within water depths below 53 m. Given 
that commercially important species such as the blacklip abalone are reef-dwelling species that attach onto hard substrates in 
water depths up to 40 m, impacts to juvenile and adult abalone are not predicted.  
Noise modelling for impulsive underwater sound can be found in Section 6.6.1.2 or Appendix G of the EP.  
The Cumulative Impact Assessment, detailed in EP Chapter 8, includes an assessment of impacts in consideration of impacts 



associated with reasonably foreseeable activities and projects within the region, including the Regia 3D Marine Seismic Survey.  
 
Additional detail has been included in Section 4.6.4.4 (Gastropods) to capture the lifecycle characteristics of abalone." 

786 5090, 5025, 
5125 

We appreciate the acknowledgement of our 
concerns in the Environmental Plan regarding 
Abalone Viral Ganglioneuritis (AVG), a stress 
response which results in widespread mortality 
exhibited by otherwise healthy abalone. This is a key 
concern for our industry noting this devastating virus 
has been directly responsible for in excess of $100 
million in lost revenue. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
abalone to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately 
assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic 
surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys as detailed in response to Matter ID 787.  
Impulsive underwater sound emissions from short duration VSP and SBP do not reach the noise effect criteria for impairment of 
marine invertebrates at the seafloor. However, sub-lethal effects may occur within the effect distance to the ‘no effect’ criteria at 
the seafloor which was reached at 170 m for VSP. Therefore, within water depths <170 m, marine invertebrates directly below the 
impulsive sound source during short-duration VSP (maximum 20 hours per well) are likely to detect a change in ambient sound; 
however, negligible consequences are predicted.   
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct seabed surveys or drilling activities within water depths below 53 m. Given 
that commercially important species such as the blacklip abalone are reef-dwelling species that attach onto hard substrates in 
water depths up to 40 m, impacts to juvenile and adult abalone are not predicted.  
Noise modelling for impulsive underwater sound can be found in Section 6.6.1.2 or Appendix G of the EP.  
Additional detail has been included in Section 4.6.4.4 (Gastropods) to capture the lifecycle characteristics of abalone. 

787 5090, 5025, 
5125 

Furthermore, it is necessary to ensure divers are not 
within the vicinity of any type of seismic activity. As 
has been suggested previously, this can be achieved 
simply by surveying outside daylight hours. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to divers and alternative controls to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these are adequately addressed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic 
surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys as described in response to Matter ID 787.  
Based on sound modelling, as described in detail below and added to EP Section 6.7.6.3 (Socio-economic Receptors), no impacts 
are predicted to commercial or recreational divers. VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP 
and was used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
Noise modelling conducted for the EP uses the human health assessment threshold for divers and swimmers of 145 dB re 1 µPa 
(Parvin 2005). Based on the Rmax value for VSP this threshold is reached at 6.01 km from the sound source. The current locations 
of the proposed drilling sites are not yet known. However, even if a drilling location was situated on the most northerly boundary 
of VIC/P79 operational area (which is closest to the Victorian coastline) the 145 dB re 1 µPa threshold will be approximately 11 km 
from the coast. In addition, due to the northern boundary being situated away from the Victorian coastline, the 145 dB re 1 µPa 
threshold would not be present in waters shallower than approximately 44 m.  
It should be noted that abalone typically occur nearshore on hard bottom marine habitats with the majority occurring between 
5-10 m, however they can be found in depths up to 40 m (DPI 2024). Abalone diving operations are undertaken using surface-
supplied breathing apparatus (SSBA) and under Australian Standard AS/NZS 2299.1:1999 limits SSBA diving operations to 30 m 
depths. In addition, most diving agencies recommend a maximum depth limit of 40 m for recreational scuba divers. Therefore, 
depths where the human health assessment threshold for divers can be reached occur beyond those used by both commercial 
and recreational divers. 
Additional detail has been included in Section 4.6.4.4 (Gastropods) of the EP to capture the habitat characteristics of abalone 
and the assessment of impacts to divers have been included in EP Section 6.7.6.3 (Socio-economic Receptors)." 

788 5090, 5025, 
5125 

Notwithstanding, uncertainty remains with regard to 
how any MSS activity impacts mature blacklip 
abalone, juvenile blacklip abalone and their 
planktonic larvae. Until such time that this research 
has been completed, our members will not be fully 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted 
under this approval. 
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within 
the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation is 



satisfied that the impacts of any Marine Seismic 
Survey are non-detrimental to the abalone resource. 

undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
 • Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore 
Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations). 
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 
consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a 
near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of 
less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program), 
resulting in sound pressure levels (SPL) of approximately 216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound 
Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated with noise 
emissions which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to marine species. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct seabed surveys or drilling activities within water depths below 
53 m. Given that commercially important species such as the blacklip abalone are reef-dwelling species that attach onto hard 
substrates in water depths up to 40 m, impacts to juvenile and adult abalone are not predicted.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately addressed in 
the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 



• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

4286 22/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual representing organisation. Individual requested Environmental Plan chapters for feedback as they meet the 'relevant person' 
requirements for consultation. 

3784 22/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Staff member attempted a call that wasn’t answered, and they were unable to leave a message. 
4291 22/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to email of the same day.  

 
Summary of information provided: 
• Attached various draft chapters of the EP. 
• Availability of the entire EP on their consultation hub. 
• Invitation to an online meeting to discuss activity within the fishery, especially in the western zone. 
• Initial assessment of underwater noise on dive threshold. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft Chapter 6.2 (Interference with Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• Draft Chapter 6.6 (Underwater Sound - Non-impulsive) 
• Draft Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound - Impulsive) 
• Draft Chapter 7.6 (Marine Diesel Oil Release) 
• Draft Chapter 7.7 (Loss of Well Control) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

4287 25/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to email of 22 September 2023 regarding concerns related the Environment Plan and acceptance of meeting 
offer.  
 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual stated that their organisations primary concern was in relation to the VSP component of the exploration.  
• They also noted that the further offshore any operation takes place, the less impact it will have on their organisation.  
• Agreed to have a detailed discussion with COP team member via virtual meeting.  

4288 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person and other entities deemed relevant by the sender were CC’d also, in response to email of the same day. Team offered 
potential meeting times for the following week and asked for a preferred time slot. The COP team member also mentioned that they would send a MS Teams 
Meeting invite once a time was chosen. 

4289 28/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COPA team (CARBON COPIED ORG 588) in response to email of 25 September 2023. Individual responded confirming a 
meeting time:  
- Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 3 October at 10am. 

3847 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals in response to email exchange happening that same day. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP team member they were emailing with was on leave. 
• Another team member would send through the meeting invitation immediately. 



3889 28/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COPA team (CARBON COPIED ORG 588). Response to email exchange of that same day. Individual thanked COP team 
member for their response. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4290 6/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Outgoing email sent to relevant person and CC’d also to second individual as follow up of meeting held that same day. Team reached out 
thanking individuals for the opportunity to provide a briefing about a draft Environment Plan (EP).  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The attached draft meeting notes and slide presentation for review. 
• An invitation to edit the draft notes to ensure accuracy. 
• Confirmation that the information discussed is not sensitive and can be included in the EP as a public document. 
• An offer to classify the final meeting notes if required.  
The individual expressed gratitude and a desire to keep their organisation informed as their program progresses. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft meeting notes. 
• Slide presentation. 

4131 6/10/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING VIRTUAL: With representatives of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Project overview and update. 
• What has been learned so far. 
• Assessment of impacts. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Water depths in operational areas. 
• Lifespan of wells after they have been abandoned. 
• Current stock levels and trends of same.; disease profiles and/or outbreaks and causes. 
• Discussion of publicly available data. 
• Underwater sound and potential impacts/mitigation. 
• Spill risks/planning/responses/compensation.  

4269 24/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing: 
• A response to objections and claims raised in relation to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• COP team member provided contact details for further discussion. 
 



Attached: 
• Formal Letter where COP has addressed objections/ claims. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 
assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  



.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5025 18/12/2023 Public Comment PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted public comment regarding the draft environmental plan. 
5090 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acknowledging receipt of their submission during the public comment period for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Environment Plan.  
 
Summary of information provided:  
• Shared a formal Letter from ConocoPhillips Australia in response to their objections/ claims. 
• Option to request that the information provided not be published in the Environment Plan. 
• Deadline to make this request was 21 February 2024. 
• Contact details to make this request. 



 
Attached: 
• Formal letter where COP has addressed objections/ claims. 

5125 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as corrigendum of email sent previously that day.  
 
Team advised that: 
• An administrative error was identified with the issue date of letters sent out. 
• Offered to send revised letters if required. 
• Provided information about how to request that information not be published in the Environment Plan and the deadline to make this request. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and commercial fishing 
industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial Marine User 
Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both documents can 
be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 



• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation – ORG ID 581 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d).  
 Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation is a community-controlled organisation located in Southwest Victoria. Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation 
provides health, education and employment opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in the 65km Heywood and Hamilton service area. Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation is 
relevant to OEDP because they own and operate Bundj Bim tourism, including Tae Rak Aquaculture Centre at Lake Condah. The Budj Bim Cultural Landscape is Gunditjmara Country and has UNESCO World 
Heritage listing. Gunditjmara farm and harvest Kooyang (short finned eels) that migrate to Lake Condah from Sea Country. Lake Condah is an IPA. The creation story of the local Gunditjmara people is based 
on the eruption of the Budj Bim (Mt Eccles) volcano more than 30,000 years ago. It was via this event that an ancestral creator-being known as Budj Bim was revealed. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation advised did they not want to be registered as a relevant person, however wanted to be kept informed (Event ID 3788). ConocoPhillips Australia provided Winda Mara 
Aboriginal Corporation with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
Consultation period with Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation leading to submission of the Environment Plan for public comment (03 March 2023 – 09 November 2023)  
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation’s preferred method of consultation. Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation and ConocoPhillips Australia had an in-person meeting 
on 20 September 2023 (Event ID 3788). Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation advised they did not want to be registered as a relevant person, however wanted to be kept informed (Event ID 3788). No further 
engagement was received from Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation. ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 3859, 4392).  
In relation to the consultation process ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued engage with Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, attempted telephone call in January 2024 (Event ID 
4914) and SMS (Event ID 4915). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of sufficient information provided on 20 September 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3788). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3788). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 3788).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3788). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 3788). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars (Event ID 3788). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3788). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3788). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 3788). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 4392). 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID  3859).
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846).

Information Received
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6)
Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation received initial engagement about the activity in September 2023, 51 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023.
ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base level of sufficient information listed above to Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation on 20 September 2023.

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs,LALC's in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices
of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts 
were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

At the time of the Environment Plan submission for public comment on 09 November 2023, ConocoPhillips Australia had provided a reasonable opportunity for input and a genuine two-way dialogue with  Winda
Mara Aboriginal Corporation  and provided well-beyond the reasonable period of 60-days for Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed 
activity on its functions, interests or activities.

During consultation
During consultation, Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.



Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3788 20/09/2023  Meeting - In-person MEETING - IN PERSON: Team member contacted former Chair of organisation by mobile, and he agreed to meet onsite same day at Winda-
Mara Aboriginal Corporation. 
- Briefing slides were originally prepared for GMTOAC meeting and were repurposed for use at the Winda Mara Aboriginal Corporation meeting-
in-person on 20 September 2023. 
COP team member:  
.   Provided briefing about OEDP. 
.   Asked individual if organisation would like to register as a relevant person.  
.   Doesn't want to be registered as RP but wants to be kept informed. 
Individual: 
.   Advised that the GMTOAC is the representative organisation for the Gunditjmara People. 
-  Further advised that WMAC is outreach-focussed and provides community and healthcare services. 
- Individual took team member on a tour of WMAC. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to 
do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4914 5/01/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual regarding consultation on the OEDP. 
.     Unable to reach the individual.  
.     Left a voicemail with name and contact details. 
.     Requested a call back.   

4915 5/01/2024 SMS OUTGOING SMS: COP team member sent a text message to individual on 05/01/2024 to follow up on telephone voice message on mobile. 
Requested a call back and provided name and mobile number. 

5155 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve 
the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Yambah Aquaculture – ORG ID 582 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Yambah Aquaculture was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Yambah Aquaculture was identified via Referred by another stakeholder/relevant person following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 Yambah Aquaculture is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Yambah Aquaculture is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities 
in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity on the Victorian coastline. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided YAMBAH AQUACULTURE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on YAMBAH AQUACULTURE’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 2776) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 3050; 
3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication method but continued to provide project update correspondence as it 
became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 2276) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to YAMBAH AQUACULTURE to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 8 August 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2276). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2276). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3050). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 2276).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3050). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2276). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2276). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2276). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4392) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with YAMBAH AQUACULTURE, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
YAMBAH AQUACULTURE was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in August 2023, 93 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to YAMBAH AQUACULTURE between 8 August 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 23 days. 



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, YAMBAH AQUACULTURE had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to 
allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed YAMBAH AQUACULTURE to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, YAMBAH AQUACULTURE raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2776 8/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. To individual regarding the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Individual was recommended for contact by another individual as potential relevant person.  
• An offer to arrange a meeting. 
• The importance of consultation with relevant persons in developing and reviewing Environment Plans. 
• The definition of relevant persons. 
• Consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and may be publised with the Environment Plan, if not advised otherwise. 
• Formal letter: 
 - Identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin 
 - Identifying the organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant 
person.  
 - Requested that if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, they should respond by 31 August 2023 and provided contact details.  
 - Explained that the COP team will continue to provide information regarding the EP as it becomes available unless they opt out of project correspondence.  
 
Attached: 
• Formal letter. 
• Hyperlink to consultation hub. 
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview). 
• Information Sheet 4 (Commercial Fishing). 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update). 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.    Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.    Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.    Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.    Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.    Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to consultation hub  
 



– ORG ID 583 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Desktop Research following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  and Una Seafoods is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Environment Plan Table 3-5, operating as a seafood business, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  and Una Seafoods with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no 
response received other than to refer COPA to SETFIA as a nominated industry representative. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’ preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4285; 5516), telephone call (Event ID 1579) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1414; 1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips communicated with directly with no response 
received other than to confirm that information had been received and that their preferred form of consultation was through ORG ID 11 (Event ID 1579). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project 
update correspondence as it became available. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 4285) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 24 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3050). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 



 were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 24 August 2023, a period of 197 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 77 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 
on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4285 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1579 21/02/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted organisation on 21/02/2023 regarding consultation on the Otway Basin exploration 
drilling program and to confirm if updates had been received. 
• COP team member was able to reach relevant person. 
• Relevant person confirmed that the email COP has on file is correct and that all documents would have been received.  
• Relevant person also provided the contact name of another organisation to consult with as a relevant organisation. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals 
representing commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industires Co-
Existence Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the 
Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



National Native Title Council – ORG ID 585 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 National Native Title Council was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 National Native Title Council was identified via Desktop Research. 
 National Native Title Council is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): National Native Title Council is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. National Native Title Council is an alliance of Native Title Representative Bodies (NTRBs) and Native Title Service Providers (NTSPs) from around Australia, 
that acts as a medium for the sharing of information amongst its members. It also provides a platform for outside organisations to consult with NTRBs and NTSPs on land and land related matters. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided National Native Title Council with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no 
response received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on National Native Title Council’s preferred method of consultation without response and communicated via email (Event IDs 1747), and campaign email (Event IDs 2625, 
3050, 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project update correspondence as 
it became available.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to National Native Title Council to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided on 21 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1747). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1747). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1747).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1747). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1747). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1747). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1747). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1747). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1747) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with National Native Title Council, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP, Section 3.6) 
National Native Title Council received initial engagement about the activity in June 2023, 141 days before first submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to National Native Title Council on 21 June 2023.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, National Native Title Council had the information for a period of 141 days.  



 

  

 

 

 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or ConcernSummary of Assertion or ConcernFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public CommentRelated Event ID Summary of Public CommentFeedback ID

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
                                            
 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs,LALC's in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural 
practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant 
persons,ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).

Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.

At the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed National Native Title Council to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation
During consultation, National Native Title Council raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1747 21/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. COP team requested assistance 
regarding consultation with native title holders.  
 
- Requested a briefing between COP team and relevant organisation members about consultation effort to date and meaningful engagement.  
 
Attached: 
 
- Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
-  Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity Overview). 
- Information Sheet 10 (Project Update).  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



National Indigenous Australians Agency – ORG ID 586 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 National Indigenous Australians Agency was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 National Indigenous Australians Agency was identified via Desktop Research. 
 National Indigenous Australians Agency is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): National Indigenous Australians Agency is a Commonwealth Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. NIAA is responsible for whole-of-government coordination of policy development, program design, and service delivery for 
Aboriginal Australians and Torres Strait Islander people, who are grouped under the term Indigenous Australians. Created in July 2019, the Agency is responsible to the Minister for Indigenous Australians and 
works in partnership with community to make sure policies, programs and services meet their unique needs. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with National Indigenous Australians Agency resulted in meaningful information gathering regarding consultation with First Nations communities and organisations. 
National Indigenous Australians Agency noted they do not represent any First Nation group but help support their right to self-determination and directed ConocoPhillips Australia to consult directly with First 
Nation communities and organisations. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from National Indigenous Australians Agency to assist in connecting and enhancing consultation efforts with First Nations communities (Event ID 6297). A meeting was 
held with National Indigenous Australians Agency where information was provided on meaningful consultation with first nations communities. Within the same meeting National Indigenous Australians Agency 
noted that the minister and department do not represent any First Nation group but support their right to self-determination (Event ID 6284). Following the meeting National Indigenous Australians Agency 
provided further information via email including links to other government department’s guidelines (Event ID 6285). National Indigenous Australians Agency provided a final formal response via email with an 
attached letter from the agency branch manager with further written advice and guidelines on consultation with First Nations, the letter also detailed that National Indigenous Australians Agency did not have a 
formal role in providing advice on First Nations engagement and that consultation should be directly held with Traditional Owners and First Nations stakeholders (Event IDs 3912, 6286). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, National Indigenous Australians Agency were consulted on the basis of their role as a Commonwealth Department or Agency with the role of whole of government coordination 
in matters relating to Indigenous Australians. Sufficient information was exchanged allowing NIAA to provide ConocoPhillips Australia with important information on consultation with First Nations peoples. 
 
A meeting held on the 8 June 2023 (Event ID 6284) provided the opportunity to further discuss the proposed project (as noted within the letter attached to the 30 June 2023 incoming email from NIAA - Event ID 
3912). 
 
In a letter addressed to ConocoPhillips Australia on the 30 June 2023 (Event ID 3912) NIAA noted that the department does not have a formal role in providing advice on First Nations engagement within 
NOPSEMA projects and recommended any suggestions be considered in the context of NOPSEMA requirements and guidelines. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 11 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
National Indigenous Australians Agency received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 169 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
  
 



  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Event ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of 
the EP 

1391 3912 Relevant person recommended contacting the following Traditional Owner corporations: 
Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation, and Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, if not 
already done so. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia contacted recommended relevant persons as 
representatives of First Nations organisations throughout the process of relevant person 
consultation. 

1392 3912 Relevant person suggested that ConocoPhillips Australia should contact relevant 
Tasmanian First Nations organisations, including the Aboriginal Heritage Council, 
Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania, Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre, and Land and Sea 
Aboriginal Corporation Tasmania. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia contacted additional relevant persons as 
representatives of First Nations organisations throughout the process of relevant person 
consultation. 

1577 6284 Relevant person suggested establishing contact with Tasmania Aboriginal Groups. Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia held consultation with a wide range of Tasmanian First 
Nations groups. 

1578 6284 Relevant person advised to consult as widely as possible to ensure all interests are 
covered. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia held consultation with a wide range of relevant persons 
and invited consultation with the public including community information sessions. As 
part of consultation with First Nations ConocoPhillips Australia made concerted efforts 
to consult with a wide array of First Nations communities and organisations. 

1579 6284 Relevant person mentioned that areas in VIC are experiencing an influx of windfarm 
applications, which could lead to increased pressure on consultation requirements. 
Gunditjmara is dealing with numerous windfarm applications and is considering creating 
a policy to address consultation. 

Noted. Broad concessions to the reasonable period were provided to Org ID 45 and 
other First Nations organisations. 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either  raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, more than 60 days was accommodated (in line with First Nations methodology specified in Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an 
iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time  must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of 
meaningful  back-and-forth engagement.

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  National Indigenous Australians Agency  to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate,
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

During consultation:
During consultation,  National Indigenous Australians Agency  raised  0  objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.



Event ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of 
the EP 

1580 6284 Relevant person mentioned that timeframes may not align and suggested consulting 
with NOPSEMA and the first nations groups on these timeframes, including FPIC prior to 
EP submission or ongoing until activity. 

Noted. Ongoing engagement with NOPSEMA has occurred throughout the preparation 
of the environment plan. Broad concessions to the reasonable period were provided to 
First Nations organisations. Although consent is not a requirement of consultation 
under the Regulations, ConocoPhillips Australia endeavoured to align with the 
principles of Free and Prior Informed Consent throughout the consultation process. 

1581 6284 Relevant person stated COPA needs to understand what FPIC means to each group. Noted.  
1582 6284 Relevant Person noted in terms of sovereign rights, it could imply the need for a plan or 

agreement before starting work. 
Noted. 

1583 6284 Relevant person emphasized the need to understand intangible connections, such as 
those with whales. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia has conducted consultation in a manner that has 
encouraged discussion on intangible cultural connections as well as having 
commissioned a cultural heritage assessment and conducted detailed desktop research 
on available information and literature. 

1584 6284 Relevant person clarified that they do not represent any first nation group but supports 
their right to self-determination. 

Noted. 

1585 6284 Relevant person encouraged the review of DCCEEW's interim report on engaging with 
First Nations, which will be established before a Standard is developed in the future. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided feedback on DCCEEW’s draft National 
Environmental Standard for First Nations Engagement through industry associations. 
Broad concessions to the reasonable period were provided to First Nations 
organisations. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6297 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO ORG ID 586 VIA ITS MINISTER: Email attached letter outlining the company's commitment to engaging with First Nations communities. Key 
points noted: 
- Commitment to Inclusion: ConocoPhillips emphasizes its history of engaging with First Nations communities globally and its dedication to fostering an inclusive 
environment that respects individual contributions and differences. 
- Building Relationships: The company is committed to building respectful, ongoing relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in Australia, 
particularly in Queensland and the Northern Territory. 
- Economic Development: ConocoPhillips is pursuing opportunities to support economic development in line with the cultural values and community 
development plans of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Workforce and Supply Chain Participation: Over the past decade, the company has worked to ensure that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
businesses participate in its workforce and supply chain. 
- Community Investment: The company supports community investment initiatives that align with local community objectives. 
- Environmental Plan Consultation: ConocoPhillips is working towards meaningful stakeholder consultation as part of its environmental plan approval process for 
exploration activities in the Otway basin. This includes consulting with local Indigenous communities to understand their interests and expectations. 
- Request for Assistance: The company seeks assistance from the Minister's department to enhance the consultation process and encourage Indigenous 
community engagement regarding traditional land use and community interests. 
- Offer to Brief: ConocoPhillips offers to brief relevant staff members in the Minister's office and department about their consultation efforts to date. 
 
The letter concludes with contact information for further inquiries and is copied to the Minister for Resources and Northern Australia.  

6284 8/06/2023 Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING WITH ORG ID 586: Regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and consultation with First Nations communities. 
Key Discussion Points: 
- The Minister/Department does not represent any First Nations group but supports their right to self-determination. 
- Importance of wide consultation to ensure all interests are covered. 
- Increased pressure on consultation requirements due to numerous windfarm applications in VIC, particularly in Gunditjmara. 
- Potential misalignment of timeframes between COP, NOPSEMA, and First Nations groups. 
- Need to understand what Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) means to each group. 
- Significance of understanding what Sovereign rights mean to each group, which might entail a plan or agreement before commencing work. 
- Importance of understanding the intangible connections of First Nations groups, such as connections to sea country and specific species like whales. 
- Recommendation to review the Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment's interim report on engaging with First Nations. 

6285 8/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ORG ID 586: Sent from individual providing information about: 
- A link to DCCEEW’s Interim Engaging with First Nations and Communities on Assessments and Approvals under the EPBC Act. 
- A link to DCCEEW’s new organisational structure. 
- The Nature Positive Taskforce is developing the Nature Positive reforms and the associated National Environmental Standards. 
 
ORG ID 586 provided contacts for Tasmanian Traditional Owners and recommended consultation. 

3912 30/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ORG ID 586: From organisation providing Ministerial response to COPA correspondence to the Minister for Indigenous Australians. 
Letter attached from Agency Branch Manager with advice of recommended guidelines for First Nations consultation. 

6286 3/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ORG ID 586: Sent from individual noting: 
- The NIAA had responded to ConocoPhillips' letter on engagement with First Nations stakeholders on the Otway Basin projects. 
- The response seems to have been sent to an incorrect email address for the president of ConocoPhillips. 
- The sender requested that the recipient ensures that the president receives the NIAA's response. 
 
Attached: 
 
Letter from NIAA 

- Providing NIAA’s recommendation on the specific First Nations groups and contact details for COPA to use for consultation.  
- Reconfirmation that First Nations’ consultation should be made via the contacts that NIAA has provided (not NIAA). 

 



Western Abalone Divers Association – ORG ID 588 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Western Abalone Divers Association was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Western Abalone Divers Association was identified via referral by another stakeholder/relevant person. 
 Western Abalone Divers Association is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Western Abalone Divers Association is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Western Abalone Divers Association are representing the functions, interests and activities of 
commercial abalone divers (members). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Western Abalone Divers Association resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the 
relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Section 4.6.4.4 and 4.7.7.3 (Table 4-31). 

Consultation process 
Western Abalone Divers Association were identified by referral from Abalone Council Victoria. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction from Western Abalone Divers Association’s preferred method of 
consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 4288; 3847; 4290), by virtual meeting (Event ID 4131) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5485; 6288). Western 
Abalone Divers Association communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia via a virtual meeting with ConocoPhillips Australia and Abalone Council Victoria (Event ID 4131). ConocoPhillips Australia did not 
receive any further incoming correspondence from West Abalone Divers Association but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Western Abalone Divers Association to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided on 6 October 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4290). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to marine life (Event ID’s 4131; 4290). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4290). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 4290).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 4290). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID’s 4131; 4290). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinars availability on consultation hub (Event ID 4290). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID’s 4131; 4290). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 4290). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure availability on consultation hub (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 4290). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 3 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Western Abalone Divers Association received initial engagement about the activity in October 2023, 34 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Western Abalone Divers Association on 6 October 2023.   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful participation and respecting the cultural practices of 
Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons, 
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts (see Section 3.6.1).   
  
Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or 
requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement. Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 
(Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at 
which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Western Abalone Divers Association to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 
been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:   
Western Abalone Divers Association raised 1 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Id Related Event ID Summary of each response made by a 
relevant person 

How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

444 4131, 4269, 5125 Relevant person advised that Greenlip is a 
smaller, independent fishery with its own TACCs 
set. 

Thank you for clarifying that greenlip abalone represents a separate stock with its own TACC, and is not just 
bycatch associated with the blacklip abalone fishery. We have updated Table 4-31 Victorian Abalone Fishery, Target 
species to reflect this information in the environment plan.  

445 4131, 4269, 5125 Relevant person advised that a map of the 
Victorian abalone fisheries should be available 
online for inclusion in the EP. 

Thank you for letting us know that there is a map depicting the Victorian abalone fishery. We have identified this 
map: https://www.siv.com.au/abalone-fishery.html 
 
We have updated section 4.7.7.3 of the environment plan to include this.  

446 4131, 4269, 5125 Relevant person advised that there had been 
historical outbreaks of an abalone virus and 
provided feedback that outbreaks are related to 
stress, with impacts to inshore areas of particular 
concern. 

Thank you for providing this insight into the existing condition and pressures on the Victorian Abalone Fishery. We 
have identified research supporting the link between virus outbreaks and stress: https://www.frdc.com.au/fish-vol-
30-2/arming-abalone-against-disease, and have updated Environment Plan sections 4.6.4.4 and 4.7.7.3 (Table 4-31) 
to reflect this infomration. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1108 4131 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about the response 
plans in case of a spill, including 
tactical plans for shoreline 
protection, clean-up procedures, 
and financial assurance and 
compensation arrangements. 
These concerns were addressed 
in the meeting. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

Impacts to ecological receptors including abalone are assessed in EP Section 
7.8.8.1 (Ecological Receptors). Any impacts are likely to be highly localised to the 
response infrastructure, vessel or shoreline response operational area and only 
result in localised, medium-term impacts to species or habitats.  
Titleholders are required to hold financial assurance for offshore activities. 
NOPSEMA's Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ states 'It is 
generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial assurance for the 
greatest reasonably credible costs, expenses and estimable third-party liabilities 
that may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their activities, and as 
defined by termination or control of the incident; operational response 
measures required for containment, clean up and remediation of the 
environment; and carrying out environmental monitoring of the impact of the 
petroleum incident. 
The scope for oil spill compensation would be in accordance with international 
compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution Compensation 
Funds. All claims would be assessed, reasonable evidence-based claims would 
be paid, and claims can be for both short-term cash flow issues and long-term 
losses. Suitable calculation methods would be negotiated by an independent 
arbiter, in the highly unlikely event or an incident. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4288 25/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant persons. Team offered potential meeting times for the following week and asked for a preferred time slot. The COP team 
member also mentioned that they would send a MS Teams Meeting invite once a time was chosen. 

6278 28/09/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 588 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 4289): Original sender was not ORG ID 588. Incoming email was 
sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 580) who noted: 
- Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday 3 October at 10am. 

3847 28/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple individuals in response to email exchange happening that same day. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP team member they were emailing with was on leave. 
• Another team member would send through the meeting invitation immediately. 

4290 6/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Outgoing email sent to relevant person and CC’d also to second individual as follow up of meeting held that same day. Team reached out thanking 
individuals for the opportunity to provide a briefing about a draft Environment Plan (EP).  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• The attached draft meeting notes and slide presentation for review. 
• An invitation to edit the draft notes to ensure accuracy. 
• Confirmation that the information discussed is not sensitive and can be included in the EP as a public document. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• An offer to classify the final meeting notes if required.  
The individual expressed gratitude and a desire to keep their organisation informed as their program progresses. 
 
Attached: 
• Draft meeting notes. 
• Slide presentation. 

4131 6/10/2023 Meeting - 
Virtual 

MEETING VIRTUAL: With representatives of organisation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Project overview and update. 
• What has been learned so far. 
• Assessment of impacts. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Water depths in operational areas. 
• Lifespan of wells after they have been abandoned. 
• Current stock levels and trends of same.; disease profiles and/or outbreaks and causes. 
• Discussion of publicly available data. 
• Underwater sound and potential impacts/mitigation. 
• Spill risks/planning/responses/compensation.  

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the EP as a 
result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative – ORG ID 589 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative was identified via Desktop Research. 
 Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative is a registered organisation that provides culturally appropriate programs, support and services for all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living on Wathaurong, Gulidjan and Gadabanud country, within the wider Geelong, Bellarine and Colac regions. Povides health, community and family services to 
Aboriginal people in the Geelong area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
 ConocoPhillips Australia provided Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time multiple attempts of contact were made 
with no response received.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID 1009) and campaign email correspondence (Event 
ID(s) 1414; 1637; 1829; 2625; 3181; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project update 
correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 18 April 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1009). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1009). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 2625, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 205 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative between 18 April 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 100 days).   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Additionally, Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative had the information for more than 60 days (in line with First Nations methodology specified in 
Section 3.6). 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures 
have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1009 18/04/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to organisation on 18 April 2023 as a follow up email to document previous telephone correspondence about Otway exploration 
Drilling Program, information included: 
• Invited organisation to participate in the consultation process. 
• Requested a representative from the organisation to meet with the COP team to discuss further.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and environmental 
values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
• Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
• Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
• Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
• Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
• Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
• Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted 
in the EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 591 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity.  is a marine user in the Environmental Planning Area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made with no response received. 

 engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via community session (Event ID 1636), telephone call (Event ID 2131), email (Event ID 2133) and 
campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). attended a community session where ConocoPhillips provided sufficient information 
about the project (Event ID 1636) and confirmed their preferred method of consultation is via email (Event ID 2131). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further correspondence from  but continued 
to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1636). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP, Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The 
base level of information provided between 31 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1636). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3181). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1650).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1650). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3181). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1636). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1636). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3181). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2133) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP, Section 3.6) 



 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 162 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 31 May 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 92 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to 
consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
 
 



Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1636 31/05/2023 Community Session Portland Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2131 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual on 06/07/2023 to confirm their preference on how they would like to 
receive information on the Otway Basin exploration drilling program as a relevant person. 
• Individual advised that email if their preferred method of consultation.  
• COP team member committed to send the individual recent project update and links to additional information available on the consultation hub. 
• COP team member also committed to follow up in one week regarding next steps in the consultation process. 

2133 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up a phone call happened that same day.  
 
Provided information including: 
• Attachments of the project overview, the most recent project update, and a copy of the Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 
where shared. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Link to an online consultation hub for feedback and comments about the proposed activity. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  
4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 592 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Bowden is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Bowden is a marine user in Environmental Planning Area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Bowden with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received.  Bowden did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with  Bowden for its Sequoia 3DMSS project and started initial conversations in the lead up of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in November 2022 
(Event ID 103), prior to beginning formal consultation in February 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  Bowden’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 
784; 1567) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 103; 1414; 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to 
any communication method but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 784). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1567). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 

Information Received  
During consultation with  Bowden  BOWDEN, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in November 2022 with general information, and again to initiate formal consultation in February 2023, 273 days before first 

submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 119 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

103 25/11/2022 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.   The email provided advice of COP's proposed Offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the planned consultation to be undertaken in 
preparation of an Environmental Plan. 
 
 The email, titled 'ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities': 
•    Explained that Conoco Phillips was providing an update on the company's exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  
.   Outlined the purpose of the project as to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic market and contribute to Australia's energy security. 
.    Provided the general location of the lease areas within the Otway basin. 
• Noted previous surveys had been completed and reported the current status of data analysis from those surveys.  
• Indicated that the earlier permit location had been extended and that as part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, COPA will 
be progressing plans to drill exploration wells in both of these permit areas. 
• Explained the role of consultation in preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) to be submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public 
comment and assessment.  
• Confirmed that consultation would begin shortly to better understand interests, views and potential impacts.  
• Invited recipients to refer other interested people to contact COP. 
 
Provided contact details for project team. 

784 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin. 
  
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.   
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation).  
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028).  
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1567 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual as a follow up of email sent of 9 February 2023. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP team member asked if individual had received previous correspondence regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Stated that if the individual identifies as a relevant person, to reach out to team and a meeting will be set up for further discussion.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 594 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Davenport is an Other Marine User and Community Group, specifically a Marine User in the Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Davenport with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.   engaged via Community Information Session in 
May 2023 (Event ID 1304). One claim was raised (Feedback ID 1014). No further assertion(s) or concern(s), information(s), or objection(s) and claim(s) were raised. 
 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation during a Community Information Session that was initially attended in May 2023 (Event ID 1304).  
completed a Social Pinpoint Survey providing contact information the following day (Event ID 1236). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1637, 
1829, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). As well as direct email engagement (Event ID 2337), and a telephone call (Event ID 4591). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Public comment period   

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
The email informed that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information was also provided on 
the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to , as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 17 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1304). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2337). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 177 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 17 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 72 days) at the latest.   
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment 
Plan 

1014 1236 Claim A resident of King Island 
expressed concerns 
about potential 
environmental impacts, 
both marine and 
terrestrial, due to the 
program. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding marine impacts associated with the Otway 
Exploration Program. Claims regarding impacts to land are not considered to be relevant to the 
adverse impacts of the proposed marine activity and have not been assessed further. 
In accordance with the applicable regulatory requirements, ConocoPhillips has prepared an 
evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration Drilling activity 
can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to 
influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything 
other than short-term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from these activities. This is not the 
legal standard in Australia and it not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not 
operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established 
based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are 
considerate of the information gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact expected to occur and compares that to the 
previously defined acceptable levels. This assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will 
determine if the EP demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of 
an acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that the concerns raised have 
been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have 
been made to the EP in response. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1304 17/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - King Island: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1236 18/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Consultation Survey: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Stated they have functions, interests or activities related to Otway Exploration Drilling Program, as local resident. 
• Shared concerns about environmental impacts, marine and on land. 
• Opted-in to process with the consultation process regarding the continued preparations of an EP to undertake the exploration drilling program 
in the Otway Basin. 
• Agreed for the information provided to be shared publicly. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4591 10/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to an individual to offer briefing about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and to understand individual’s 
functions, interests and activities related to the project. Didn’t answer to multiple attempts and team member was not able to leave a message. 
Team member sent a follow-up email on the same day. 

2337 10/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual offering a meeting or briefing regarding the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• An offer to tailor information to the recipient's functions, interests, and activities. 
• A request for the individual to choose specific chapters for review once they're available or to call to discuss specific requirements.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time 
to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan 
was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 
to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 595 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Duffin is a Other Marine User and Community Group, specifically a Marine User in the Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  Duffin provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Duffin engaged via Community Information 
Session(s) in April 2023 (Event ID 1089) and May 2023 (Event ID 1636). Two objection(s) and claim(s) were raised (Feedback IDs: 18, 1021). No further assertion(s) or concern(s), information(s), or objection(s) and claim(s) 
were raised by  Duffin. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation during a Community Information Session that was initially attended in April 2023 (Event ID 1089).  
completed a Social Pinpoint Survey providing contact information the following day (Event ID 1069). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1157, 
1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  attended a second Community Information Session in May 2023 (Event ID 1636). ConocoPhillips Australia made 
an attempted call to  (Event ID 2126). ConocoPhillips Australia engaged with  directly via email(s) (Event IDs: 3366, 3380, 3383, 4894, 4896). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Public comment period   

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). The 
email informed that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information was also provided on the 
closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to , as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 18 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 1089, 1157). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1089, 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1636). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1205, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 206 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to between 18 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 52 days) at the latest.   
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objection(s) and claim(s) was provided in September 2023 (Event IDs: 3366, 3383), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 2 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
  



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
 

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

18 1069, 3366 Objection Relevant person stated that 
they formally oppose 
further exploration of the 
marine environment. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

Thank you for your feedback. ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by 
the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). As a 
titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration 
activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the petroleum activities 
are carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable 
development as set out in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a 
manner that reduces the environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining environmental  
impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the protection of 
the marine environment and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated with 
offshore petroleum activities.  
NOPSEMA has undertaken to provided clarity and transparency around what they will take 
into consideration when assessing and deciding to accept an Environment Plan for an 
offshore petroleum activity. We recommend that you review NOPSEMAs Guidance on having 
your say: https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-06/A782856.pdf, 
particularly as it relates to information that is irrelevant to NOPSEMAs decision making.  
Please find attached information on impacts and risks associated with ConocoPhillips 
Australia's proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  If you have any claims or objections 
specific to the proposed activity, we would appreciate hearing about them. 

N/A 

1021 1676 Objection Relevant person expressed 
strong opposition to the 
proposed activities, citing 
concerns about noise 
pollution, damage to the 
ocean floor, and the 
continued use of fossil fuels. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s of Otway Exploration Drilling Program includes short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. A detailed assessment of the potential 
environmental impacts and risks associated with these activities is included in EP Chapters 6 
(Environmental Impact Assessment), 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative 
Impact Assessment).   
Based on these assessments, and in accordance with the control measures set out within the 
EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Events 

Feedback 
Type  

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

They also suggested that 
the company should use its 
resources to help the planet 
instead. 

risks are mitigated to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable, in 
accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
The acceptability assessments within each impact and risk assessment section of the EP 
demonstrate achievement of the acceptable levels set out in Table 5-3 (Acceptability 
evaluation criteria, process checks and application to the EP). The evaluation criteria include 
consideration of long-term impacts and risks to biological, ecological, socio-economic and 
cultural features of the environment that could affect future generations. Only activities that 
result in temporary / reversible, small scale and/ or low intensity environmental damage are 
considered acceptable, i.e. activities that result in large scale / irreversible and/or high 
intensity environmental damage would not be considered acceptable.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that the concerns raised 
have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no 
changes have been made to the EP in response. 

 
 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1089 18/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Portland: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained - Our methodology and the Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1069 19/04/2023 Social Pinpoint Comment INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Submit Instant Feedback via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Requested to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
• Shared they attended a public meeting on the 18/04/2023. 
• Described themselves as a concerned citizen. 
• Advised against the Otway Exploration Drilling Program for negative impacts on the environment, especially marine environment. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1636 31/05/2023 Community Session Portland Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1676 10/06/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Consultation Survey: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Stated they have functions, interests or activities related to Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Shared concerns about marine environmental impacts, especially from potential noise pollution and ocean bed destruction. 
• Suggested to use financial capital to protect the environment instead. 
• Stated the world is transitioning away from gas extraction. 
• Opted-in to process with the consultation process regarding the continued preparations of an EP to undertake the exploration drilling program in 
the Otway Basin. 
• Agreed for the information provided to be shared publicly. 

2126 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual following up two community session participations and two surveys filled by the individual. To discuss 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. No answer. Team member left a message. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3366 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual with response to Objections and Claims.  
 
attachments: 
• Letter with Official Response. 
• Project Overview Feb 2023. 
• Other Marine Users May 2023. 

3380 17/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 17 September 2023 expressing their opposition to the company's gas exploration activities in their local 
marine environment. The individual expressed concern about the potential environmental impact of these activities. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3383 18/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 18 September 2023 in response to their objections and claims. COP team have addressed objections and 
claims.  

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4894 14/12/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual on 14 December 2023 raising concerns about Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Individual questioned why 
the proposed activity was necessary after latest updates from COP28 nations promised to ween ourselves off fossil fuels.  

4896 15/12/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 15 December 2023. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The availability of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan for public comment on the NOPSEMA website. 
• The public comment period dates, commenced on 16 November 2023 and will close on 18 December 2023. 
• Where to find more information about the public comment period and how to make an effective comment. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 
 

– ORG ID 596 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  George is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5, within the 
Environmental Planning Area, with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity in the environmental planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  George with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received.  George engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with for its Sequoia 3DMSS project. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated 
via email (Event ID(s) 818; 56; 5516) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1414; 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia 
did not receive a response to any communication methods but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1637). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 818). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1414). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1414).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 818). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1414). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 

Information Received  



During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 9 February 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 119 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1) the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

818 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  
 
Attachments:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions.  

56 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual on 21 February to confirm receipt of previous correspondence about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• COP team member reached out to know if individual was a relevant person. 
• Noted that if they identify as a relevant person, to get in touch with team and will set up a time for further discussion.  

1414 19/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update to distribution list re COPA Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information:  
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided descriptions and dates for planned activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Provided maps outlining exclusion and activity zones; along with where to access the mapping tool to provide feedback on locations, and 
environmental values and sensitivities.  
Preliminary environmental impacts and risk assessments and legislative requirements. 
• Included a Q and A section about the process of environmental planning. 
• Provided information about a forthcoming webinar (23 May 2023) and how to register.  
 
The following information was attached: 
• A covering letter. 
• Project Update MAY23. 
 
General contact information for the project team was provided. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

5516 1/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all entities. Sent to individuals 
representing commercial fishing and aquaculture organisations with an introduction and invitation to engage in the Otway Marine Industires Co-
Existence Cooperative (OMICC). Team Noted: 
- ConocoPhillips Australia is a founding member of OMICC, an initiative aimed at promoting sustainable coexistence between marine industries in the 
Otway region. 
- The first initiative of OMICC is the Otway Adjustment Protocol. 
- OMICC has an online consultation hub that contains further information and previously sent correspondence and provided the link. 
- Requested confirmation by the 8th of August if individuals would like to discuss further or provide feedback as to co-design the consultation process. 
Attached: 
- OMICC Draft Otway Adjustment Protocol 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 599 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation for Sequoia 3DMSS following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  King is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity.  King is a marine user in Environmental planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  King with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  King engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 
information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia had previously engaged with for its Sequoia 3DMSS project. ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via 
email (Event ID(s) 782; 1578; 674; 682), community information session (Event ID(s) 2641; 2642; 2643) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1637; 1829; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 
5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia, via email, agreeing to set up at time to discuss the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program providing 
information on availability (Event ID 61). A local Community Information Session provided an opportunity for face-to-face clarification of issues (Event ID(s) 2641; 2642; 2643). ConocoPhillips Australia did not 
receive any further incoming correspondence from but continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 782). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 782). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 782). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in February 2023, 273 days before first submission on 9 November.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 119 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation  
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

782 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 
Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or 
organisation as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1578 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following up about a previous email sent on 09/02/2023 regarding the Proposed Otway Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Making sure the individual received our email and asked if this program was relevant to them and if they have any questions.  
• Offering to set up a time for individual to speak with a COP team member to answer any questions. 
• Contact number was provided. 

61 21/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to organisation agreeing to set up a time to discuss the Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
•Noted that they are unavailable on Tuesdays and Wednesdays but can be available on most other days in the coming weeks. 

674 20/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day.  
 
Summary of information provided:  
• Apologies for the delay in response and thanked individual for reaching out. 
• Follow-up request to meet, giving times that would suit the individual. 
• Shared the following agenda for the initial consultation: 
-  Proposed activity overview  
-  Project consultation overview  
-  Understanding your functions, interests and activities in relation to the proposed activities 
-  Understanding your consultation and information needs. 

682 23/03/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Individual as follow up to email of 20 March 2023. Team reached out to see if any of dates in previous email suit or they would 
prefer something outside business hours. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 
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1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2641 13/07/2023 Community Session Community Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July 11am-1pm. 
• Provided context for relevant persons identification and facilitated access to the Consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being assessed as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
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feedback (Document ID: 9127) 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the July 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2642 13/07/2023 Community Session Community Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July 6-8pm. 
• Provided context for relevant persons identification and facilitated access to the Consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being assessed as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback (Document ID: 9127) 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the July 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2643 13/07/2023 Community Session King Island Commercial Fishers Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July, 3-5pm. 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being  
assess as part of the EP. 
• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback. 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate. 
• Provided overview of the drilling process 
 Provided overview of objections and claims received about commercial fishing 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



 – ORG ID 601 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Email to project email 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Lewis is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Marine Lewis is a marine user in Environmental Planning Area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  LEWIS with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation after an initial contact to the project consultation email in September 2023. Over a reasonable period 
of time, multiple attempts of contact were made to provide sufficient information before the close of Public Comment. No further response was received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation after  and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 3851; 3853; 4005) and campaign email 
correspondence (Event ID(s) 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia in September 2023 and advised they would like to receive email 
updates regarding the proposed drilling program (Event ID 4003). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further incoming correspondence from  LEWIS but continued to provide project update 
correspondence as it became available. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 29 September 2023 and 1 December 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3851). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3851). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3851).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 4879). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3851). 
 Provided information on upcoming webinar (Event ID 5155). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 4879). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3851). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4392) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3851). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  LEWIS, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
  

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
 first contacted ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in September 2023, 41 days before first submission on 9 November.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 29 September 2023 and 1 December 2023, a period of 64 days. 



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 33 days before the close of Public Comment.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow 
ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3851 29/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual/ organisation regarding OEDP. 
 



Summary of Information Provided:  
• Multiple links to Otway’s website/ EP Chapters. 
• Instructions on how to provide feedback. 
• Provided an online survey link to project website for individual to register as a relevant person. 
• Also attached the latest project update that provides all information about the availability of the draft EP. 
• Provides personal contact details in case individual has difficulty accessing any links.  
 
Attached: 
• Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure. 

3853 29/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up about a previous email.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• COP team member inadvertently sent previous email before completing a sentence which was highlighted in yellow.  

4003 29/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual/organisation expressing concerns about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Difficulties in accessing the consultation form. 
• Objections to the project due to insufficient evidence of no harm to the Otways oceans. 
• Reference to a recent ruling against organisation seismic testing. 
• Call for the application of the Precautionary Principle. 
 
The individual requested confirmation that their submission has been forwarded to the relevant office. 

4005 10/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding relevant person consultation. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• They received the individual's email dated 29 September 2023. 
•Responding to individuals email wanting to be a part of consultation and acknowledged their difficulty accessing COP 
• They have added the individual to their register of relevant persons. 
• They requested additional details about the individual's functions, interests, and activities. 
• They provided contact details for further assistance. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 



• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



 – ORG ID 603 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

•  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

•  was identified via an Email to project email. 

•  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 in the Environmental 

Planning Area with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  engaged but did not provide any assertions or concerns, 

information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

contacted ConocoPhillips Australia directly in September 2023 via email and requested all project information be forwarded to them (Event ID 3423). ConocoPhillips Australia communicated with 

via email (Event ID(s) 3435; 3787; 3782) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 3859;4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). emailed ConocoPhillips 

Australia asking confirmation regarding their status as a relevant person (Event ID 3781) which ConocoPhillips Australia responded to and advised that is entitled to consultation as a relevant person 

(Event ID 3787). clarified their functions, interests and activities as a recreational angler who fishes in the waters near the project area (Event ID 3786) and confirmed they had received all the 

information he needed and would not be making a submission. ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further direct correspondence from  Paech but continued to provide project update 

correspondence as it became available. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.  

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 3435). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 

The base level of information provided on 19 September 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3435). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 3435). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3435).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3435). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3435). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3435). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3435). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 3435) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

• Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with  Paech, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 



Reasonable Period EP (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in September 2023, 51 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  on 19 September 2023. 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 

information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 

respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 

functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 

response to consultation.  

 

During consultation  

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 

in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3423 19/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual emailed requesting all project information to be sent to them. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3435 19/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding project update. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• The online consultation hub developed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

• Attachments included with the email: the most recent project update and the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure. 

• Asked if the recipient considers themselves a relevant person for the program and if so, to share their functions, interests and activities and how they could 

be affected by the proposed program. 

• Advised that all consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the Environment Plan, unless otherwise advised. 

 

Attached:  

•  Consultation on Offshore Petroleum Environment Plans (Brochure)  

3781 21/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual/organisation asking if they are considered a relevant person due to their occupation as an offshore fisherman near the 

proposed test area. 

3787 22/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding relevant person consultation. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Their entitlement to consultation as a relevant person. 

• Possible impacts on their recreational fishing activities due to exclusion zones. 

• Timelines and sizes of exclusion areas for Seabed Hazard Surveys and drilling rig operations. 

• Potential risks of entanglement with towed equipment or the anchor spread of the drilling rig. 

• Offered to discuss further via a call or meeting. 

 

Attached: 

• File of updated permit and operational area coordinates. 

3782 22/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual confirming their status as a relevant person due to their fishing activities in or near proposed activity areas.  

 

Summary of Information Provided:  

• Request for information on whether their fishing activity is commercial and which fisheries they fish. 

•Potential impacts of the COP Exploration Drilling Program on fishers and other marine users. 

•Offer to have a video call or phone call to discuss the individual's activities and potential effects. 

 

Attached: 

• Commercial Fishing and Marine and Other Coastal Users information sheet and a summary of assessment for Commonwealth Fisheries. 

3786 22/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: To individual/organisation following up an email from same day. 

 

Summary of Information Provided: 

• Individual clarified functions, interests and activities. 

• They are a recreational angler who fishes in the waters near the project area. 

• They have received all the information they needed and thanked for the offer of a video call. 

• They will not be making a submission. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 

pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 

August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 

assessment commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached. 

.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 

• Outlined the content. 

• Provided log-in details and information. 

• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  

.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 

.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP 

assessment commences.  

.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  

.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  

 

The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 

 

Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 

Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 

considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 

make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 

viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 

to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 

to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet: 

• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 

• Provided log-in details. 

• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 

.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 

.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   

 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 

 

Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 

light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 604 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• were identified via Referred by another stakeholder/relevant person  

• are therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): are a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with 

activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  did not engage 

and did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation and communicated via email (Event ID(s) 800; 1555) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 

1637; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive a response to any communication methods.   

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 800). 

 

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided between 09 February 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 800). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1637). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 800). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 

• Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 3050). 

• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 

Information Received  

During consultation with  AND MANDY WATSON, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November.  

ConocoPhillips Australia gave the base level sufficient information listed above to  between 09 February 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 119 days). 

 



Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 

 

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 

information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 

respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 

 

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 

activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have 

been adopted in response to consultation.  

 

During consultation 

During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

800 9/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin.  

 

Attached:  

• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation as 

likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 

• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 

• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 

1555 21/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following up email sent on 9 February 2023.  

Team reached out to verify the reception of previous email. Team shared phone number in case individual wanted to reach out with any question about 

the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 

.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 

pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 

31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 

to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 605 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Wischnat is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided MARK WISCHNAT with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation. Over a reasonable period of time, multiple attempts of contact were made, with no response 
received.  

Consultation process 
MARK WISCHNAT attended a community session in May 2023 (Event ID 1304) and subsequently completed the Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint, registering their contact details and wishing to proceed 
with the consultation process concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Event ID 1233). ConocoPhillips Australia communicated with MARK WISCHNAT via email (Event ID(s) 1830; 2094) and campaign 
email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1637; 1829; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859;4392; 4750; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). MARK WISCHNAT also attended a Community 
Information Session held at King Island in July 2023, where ConocoPhillips Australia provided overview of the consultation process, provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum 
cases being assessed as part of the EP (Event ID 2642). ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further direct communication from MARK WISCHNAT but continued to provide project updates via campaign 
email correspondence as they became available.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1304) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to MARK WISCHNAT to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above.  
The base level of information provided between 17 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1304). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1304). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1304).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1304). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1304). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with MARK WISCHNAT, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
MARK WISCHNAT was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 176 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to MARK WISCHNAT between 17 May 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 106 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, MARK WISCHNAT had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed MARK WISCHNAT to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, MARK WISCHNAT raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1304 17/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - King Island: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1233 19/05/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Described their organisation functions, interests and activities.  
• Wanted to proceed with the consultation process concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Agreed with the information provided to be shared publicly. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

1830 30/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual who had recently registered as a relevant person.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Individual had been registered as a relevant person for consultation. 
• The organisation wished to understand the type of information the individual was interested in receiving. 
• The organisation would tailor their consultation approach to meet the individual's specific needs/interests. 
• The individual was encouraged to raise any concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity prior to 
submission of the Environment Plan to NOPSEMA. 
• Requested the individual's mobile number for direct contact. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be 
recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the 
consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2094 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual as follow up to email of 30 June 2023.  
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Renewed its offer to brief individual about activities of the EP. 
• Encouraged individual to provide any concern about the EP chapter before its submission to NOPSEMA. 
• Requested the individual’s phone number for direct contact. 

3907 7/07/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of the day before. Individual acknowledged email received and advised that they 
would take part in community session. 

2642 13/07/2023 Community Session Community Information Session held at King Island, Thursday 13 July 6-8pm. 
• Provided context for relevant persons identification and facilitated access to the Consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process 
• Provided overview of the proposed activity, including minimum and maximum cases being assessed as part of the EP. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Shared information on Environmental Planning Area and encouraged contribution of 
comments, information and photos via the interactive map via the consultation hub. 
• Outlined that we would now share information on feedback, objections and claims heard  
through consultation to-date and flagged these had been grouped into themes for ease of  
presentation within the format being presented but also included King Island specific  
feedback (Document ID: 9127) 
• Provided overview of objections and claims received about climate 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the July 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be 
recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable 
time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental 
values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity 
and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment 
and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that 
participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

that to be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 
potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be 
recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP 
that would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure 
these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of 
expertise could shed light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the 
potential impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Environmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made 
available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public 
comment and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have 
not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access 
it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to 
improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates 
as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 
 



– ORG ID 606 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach  
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Price is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity in the environmental planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided LUKE PRICE with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. LUKE PRICE engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation.  Price engaged through an initial community session and requested ongoing information but made no further 
responses to any communication methods. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide project updates via email (Event ID’s 1635, 1650, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5315, 5485). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 1635) 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to LUKE PRICE to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 31 May 2023 and 31 August 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1635). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1635). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1635).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1650). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1635). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1650). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1650). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1635). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1650) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Information Received  
During consultation with LUKE PRICE, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
LUKE PRICE was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 162 days before first submission on 9 November.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to LUKE PRICE between 31 May 2023 and 31 August 2023, a period of 92 days. 



After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, LUKE PRICE had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed LUKE PRICE to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, LUKE PRICE raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1635 31/05/2023 Community Session Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS with commercial fishers - Portland 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Discussion around what species fishers targeted 
• Discussion around historic approach for offshore petroleum industry working with fishing industry and overview on Commonwealth Governments 
approach to it being a joint/ mutual use space. 
• General consensus that concern for those in room was seismic with sustainability/ fish-ability of immediate and adjacent areas directly after seismic. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• General discussion around communications with fishers if/when operational  
• Discussion around critical lifecycle stages 
• Discussion on distribution of biomass within the region 
• Discussion on the review of EP chapter and scientific papers supporting it. 
• Provided overview of how commercial fishing and underwater sound is assessed in the EP. 
• Discussion around interaction between fishing industry and petroleum industry. 
• Discussion around both Regia MSS and ConocoPhillips Australia commitment to have compensation protocol in place for activities.  
• Discussion around possible compensation protocols and need to be evidence based. Fishers raised historic Origin Energy protocol where SRL quota 
for the season was retired. 
• Discussion around appropriate measurement for compensation (CPU vs Displacement) 
• Discussions around timing and protection of whales, BIA’s and EPBC Act. 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5315 6/05/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual about COP and other organisations ongoing efforts to enhance collaboration between the petroleum and 
commercial fishing industries in the Otway region. Sent to relevant person who represents multiple organisations, correspondence is relevant to all 
entities. 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• The latest updates and key documents concerning the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC) and the Otway Commercial 
Marine User Adjustment Protocol. 
• The most recent version of the Otway Adjustment Protocol (Version 0.4) and a letter introducing OMICC and the Otway Adjustment Protocol. Both 
documents can be found via link provided in email. 
• A request for feedback on these documents by 2 July 2024. 
• Contact details for further inquiries or to discuss these documents in more detail. 
• Link to OMICC website. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

 



– ORG ID 607 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Ryan is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, specifically a Commercial Fisher in the Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Ryan with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Ryan attended two Community Sessions (Event IDs: 1087, 2527). 
One objection and claim was raised, which ConocoPhillips Australia responded to in September 2023 (Event ID 4595). No further assertions and concerns, information, or objections and claims were raised. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation.  engaged directly and attended two Community Session(s) (Event IDs: 1087, 2527). ConocoPhillips Australia 
also provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Public comment period   

was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). The 
email informed that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information was also provided on the closing 
date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to , as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 17 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1087). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 2527). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1157). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1157). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1205, 1157, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 207 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to between 17 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 53 days) at the latest.   
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objection(s) and claim(s) was provided in September 2023 (Event ID 4595), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

102 2527, 4595 Claim Relevant person requested 
that ConocoPhillips Australia 
consider buying out the SRL 
quota for the season they 
plan to be active. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will 
not interfere with other marine users to a greater extent 
than is necessary and is committed to having an 
evidence based commercial fishing adjustment protocol 
in place prior to the commencement of the drilling 
program which will address economic impact as a result 
of displacement. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not believe a full 
retirement of quota is an appropriate response to a 
short-term, recoverable activity. 

Adjustment protocol 

 



Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1101 17/04/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: to individual as a follow-up to the Community Information Session held the same day, 17/04/2023. Contact details were shared. 
1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 

• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

2527 29/05/2023 Community Session Warrnambool Commercial fishers: Collaborative consultation between ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling Program and Regia MSS 
• Introductions and welcome 
• Discussion around historic engagement with Victorian fishing industry. 
• Fishers requested that engagement and consultation is transparent and consistent. 
• Discussion around impacts of offshore exploration and fishing industries preference for it not to occur/ impact the fishing industry. 
• Discussion around how both activities could co-exist and the purpose of consultation.  
• Clarification that drilling was exploration drilling and that no permanent infrastructure would be in place and that exclusion zones would be in place 
for maximum of 10 days for each seabed assessment and max 90 days for each exploration well drilled. 
• Fishers shared their expectations around compensation and referenced previous approach where entire quotas were purchased and retired for the 
season. 
• Discussion around the impacts of this approach as we have heard that in the instance provided only license holders were compensated, and often 
not those that fished the quota. 
• Discussion around compensation approaches and how they are developed/ what they compensate for. How the calculation is made, who 
compensation is paid to, whether it’s paid to quota owners vs those who lease quota. 
• Discussion around how compensation approaches account for future fishing plans – IE, investment in technology and larger vessels to support 
fishing new/ different areas. 
• Discussion around the historic impact of seismic to the fishing industry.  
• Discussion around VRLA vs SIV as industry representative body. SIV is establishing Rock Lobster committee. 
• Discussion around Giant Crab fishing and fishing grounds.  
• Discussion around port facilities in Warrnambool and previous damage caused by industry support vessels. 
• Discussion around Warrnambool breakwater. 
• Discussion around duration of a compensation protocol 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

4595 14/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised during community session. In this email COP team have addressed 
objections/ claims. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 608 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Staude is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Staude with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Staude engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
 contacted ConocoPhillips Australia directly via a Social Pinpoint consultation survey and provided details of their functions, interests and activities, contact information and advised they wanted 

to be consulted as a relevant person concerning the proposed drilling program (Event ID 3248). ConocoPhillips Australia telephoned  to discuss their preferred method of consultation (Event ID 
3273).  advised that they wanted to receive project updates about the activity and raised blanket objections (Event ID 3276). ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with further 
information via email (Event ID 3277) and provided project updates via campaign email mailouts throughout consultation (Event ID(s) 3859;4392; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips 
Australia has not received any incoming correspondence from Jaqueline Staude post first submission of the Environment Plan.   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3248) 
 
Public comment period 

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from , with 1 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table 
below (Event ID 4933). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed  following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through 
Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5092, 5103). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided on September 11 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 3277).). 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial marine and other coastal users (Event ID 3277). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 3277). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 3277). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 3277). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 3277). 
 Provided information on upcoming and previously recorded webinars (Event ID 3277). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 3277). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 3277). 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2377) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Further details on the Otway Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in September 2023, 59 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  on 11 September 2023. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the information for a period of 59 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1, the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 



N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

495 5092, 5103, 4933 "I strongly object to any exploration of fossil fuels also referred 
to your company as “natural gas” in this particular region due 
to physical, social and aesthetic considerations.  
The unique qualities of this region which is intertwined with all 
of the Bass Strait and lands and shores that abut these waters 
is renowned . 
From these I personally draw upon to develop ideas as an artist 
and in order to maintain my wellness. Air quality, water, quality 
and a vibrant ecosystem are of immense value and delicately 
interdependent. The proposal as such threatens this region and 
its loss has repercussions for me personally but more 
importantly for hundreds of living plants and animals ..humans 
included, for decades to come." 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding long-term impacts to the receiving environment as 
the result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately assessed. 
The impacts associated with the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered localised, 
short term and recoverable. 
• The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing the installation of any permanent 
infrastructure nor the development of a longer-term commercial project. 
• Although the term of the EP is effectively 5 years (earliest start date for seabed surveys is 1 April 2024, 
drilling is 1 October 2024, and end date for EP is 31 December 2028), the activity will not occur 
continuously over that period but will rather be conducted in shorter campaigns. Consequently, the 
actual drill time is predicted to be in the range of 180 to 540 days, depending on the number of wells 
drilled (up to a maximum of 6) and the duration at each well (ranging from 30-90 days) over the term of 
the EP. 
• Impacts associated with planned events, may extend out to a maximum of 50 km from operational 
areas. Light modelling predicts this to be the maximum distance where an increase in ambient light can 
occur during flaring. Flaring will occur for a maximum of 120 hours per well over multiple short-term 
events at a maximum of 6 wells. Other specific impacts from planned activities are detailed within EP 
Chapter 6. 
Like most industries petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels 
of impact are established based on the principles of ecologically sustainable development, relevant up-
to-date technical and scientific studies, legislative and government requirements and advice, and are 
considerate of uncertainty and the information gathered through the consultation process. 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3248 7/09/2023 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Consultation Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Described their organisation functions, interests and activities.  
• Wanted to proceed with the consultation process concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Agreed with the information provided to be shared publicly. 

3273 11/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual who had completed the consultation survey. Individual couldn't speak. Agreed on a time to call again. 
3276 11/09/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual who had completed the consultation survey to discuss functions, interests and activities, and agree on consultation 

approach. 
The individual: 
• Raised blanket objections and claims to fossil fuel development and general opposition to the activity.  
• Asked to receive information about the activity.  
• Shared general disagreement and distrust towards the project objective. 
• Was concerned about their community. 
The team: 
• Advised that the style of objections raised wasn't considered accessible as part of the EP, and gave an overview on what emissions were assessed 
in the EP.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided overview of potential impact to swimming and boating, as well as of the potential visual impact for artistic and creative interests.  
• Asked individual what information they required to make an informed decision on the proposed activity and suggested sending information 
sheets, but the individual ended call abruptly without responding. 

3277 11/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following phone call happened the same day. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Team thanked for the conversation, shared that the Draft EP was available in the online consultation hub and directed individual to section 6.2 to 
have information read more about the Assessment of impact to Marine and Other Coastal Users. 
• Individual was made aware that all consultation records would be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP unless they requested 
differently.  
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 7 (Other Marine and Coastal Users) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not 
yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period 
and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4933 11/01/2024 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5092 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to objections/claims raised in public comment of 11 January 2024. In this email COP team have 

addressed objections/ claims. 
5103 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual sent as a corrigendum of the email sent that same day.  

 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Team reached out observing that there was an administrative error in the letter sent, which should have been dated 21 February 2024 instead of 21 
February 2021.  
• Team asked if individual wanted the letter to be resent. 
• Team advised that at any time individual could ask to keep information confidential. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes 
or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 609 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Email to project email following a review of relevant persons consulted as part of a previous ConocoPhillips activity. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   WILLOUGHBY is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  WILLOUGHBY has a Scientific interest in environmental matters concerning offshore oil and gas activities. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  WILLOUGHBY with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation over a reasonable period of time.  
Consultation process 

 initiated engagement with ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) (Event ID 3174) to express his concerns about fossil fuels and the impact of their use on the planet. This initial engagement was 
followed by a series of incoming emails (Event IDs 4007, 3988) all of which were responded to, and which provided the requested information and feedback (Event IDs 4006, 4008, 4222). COPA also provided 
ongoing project updates through campaign emails (Event IDs 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5175, 5155, 5247, 5485, 6288). Details of the expressed concerns and answers provided by Conoco Phillips Australia are 
outlined below. 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4006). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided on 30 August 2023 was:  
    Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4006) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 4006).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4006). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 4006).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 4006). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4006).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 4006).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 4006). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 4006). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
   Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 4006)  
   Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 4006). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in August 2023, 71 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  on 30 August 2023. 
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 4 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes 
(see outline in Section 3.8.1). In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of each 
response made by a 
relevant person 

Assessment of 
Merit 

Company Response Measure(s) 
adopted 

430 3988, 4222 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding 
advice to contact 
politicians and advised 
they will write to NOPTA 
so that they are aware 
some people believe this 
project is wrong.  

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program presented in the Environment Plan is for short-
term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the objection or 
claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to which the Environment Plan relates and is beyond the scope of this 
assessment.  
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you are free to 
respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be able to be considered if it is 
outside the scope or purpose of the environment plan and approval process."  Source:  
Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of each 
response made by a 
relevant person 

Assessment of 
Merit 

Company Response Measure(s) 
adopted 

NOPSEMA has undertaken to provide clarity and transparency around what they will take 
into consideration when assessing and deciding to accept an Environment Plan for an 
offshore petroleum activity. We recommend that you review NOPSEMAs Guidance on 
having your say: https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
06/A782856.pdf.   

431 3988, 4222 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding no 
acknowledgement of 
later extraction and 
scope 2 and 3 emissions 
in EP 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is an exploration drilling program and is not 
proposing the installation of any permanent operating infrastructure that will deliver 
energy that will create scope 3 emissions. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is 
for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling. Consequently, the 
objection or claim is not relevant to the adverse effects of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates and is beyond the scope of this 
assessment.  
NOPSEMA advise that "Relevant persons should be aware that while you are free to 
respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may not be able to be considered if it is 
outside the scope or purpose of the environment plan and approval process."  Source:  
Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 
NOPSEMA has undertaken to provide clarity and transparency around what they will take 
into consideration when assessing and deciding to accept an Environment Plan for an 
offshore petroleum activity. We recommend that you review NOPSEMAs Guidance on 
having your say: https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
06/A782856.pdf.   
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of emissions generated as part of 
the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the operation of 
aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons 
are discovered. The total expected direct GHG emissions are estimated to be 
approximately 83 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic operational condition 
(typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at maximum 
duration and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they 
are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not 
predicted to have determinable impacts. 
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-03/A653855.pdf  
This document explains the staged approach taken to offshore developments, whereby 
the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. ConocoPhillips Australia is at the 'Drilling' 
stage. Depending on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' 
stage whereby we would undertake detailed design work to make an informed decision 
on whether or not to proceed into development and production. Prior to proceeding into 
development and production we are required to prepare and submit an Offshore Project 
Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the environmental acceptability of the 
project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed assessment of potential 
environmental impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
change, and further consultation with relevant persons. 
 

Nil 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of each 
response made by a 
relevant person 

Assessment of 
Merit 

Company Response Measure(s) 
adopted 

If you have any claims or objections specific to the proposed activity, we would appreciate 
hearing about them. 
 

432 3988, 4222 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
process and those 
managing the process, 
including politicians and 
public servants. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites any and all 
information on how we can continue to improve our consultation with individuals, groups 
and organisations potentially affected by the proposed activities to help inform the 
development of the Environment Plan. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes they encourage all potentially relevant persons to 
consider being involved in the relevant persons consultation phase, prior to the 
submission of the Environment Plan to the independent regulator NOPSEMA.  During this 
phase individuals and organisations have the opportunity to provide information (that we 
may have otherwise been unaware of), that can improve our understanding of the existing 
environment, the assessment of environmental impacts and risks and the development of 
control measures for the activity. We recognise and appreciate the value that local 
knowledge can provide through this consultation process. 
By law, a petroleum or greenhouse gas activity cannot commence before NOPSEMA has 
assessed and accepted an environment plan for that activity. NOPSEMA will only accept an 
environment plan once it has determined the plan meets all the requirements of the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009. 
Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons 
for their offshore petroleum activities to proceed; however, they are required to 
demonstrate in their Environment Plan how the concerns, objections or claims raised by 
relevant persons were considered and demonstrate that their response to that information 
was appropriate. 

Nil 

1103 4007 Claim Relevant person 
expressed concerns 
about global warming 
and the need to leave 
fossil fuels untouched 
and feels there is no 
direct avenue to voice 
these concerns. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP 
relates. Consequently, due to the irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been 
considered further in preparing the EP. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, 
including seabed hazard surveys and exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. 
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing 
energy needs. If commercially viable gas reserves are discovered and developed, it is most 
likely this will be directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further 
consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial project and 
associated production wells.  
Regarding climate change impacts, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the 
impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the 
proposed activity are from the operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from 
well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected direct GHG 
emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming 
realistic operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring 
of only two wells at maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG 
load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant 
on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of hydrocarbons in 
a specific area. This provides information on the resources available to future generations 

N/A 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback type Summary of each 
response made by a 
relevant person 

Assessment of 
Merit 

Company Response Measure(s) 
adopted 

and informs decision making around potential commercial developments. Many factors 
are involved in deciding to develop a gas reserve and environmental approvals are 
typically staged to support strategic development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the 
development of a commercial project with permanent operating infrastructure. 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3174 29/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who reached out to request draft Environment Plan chapters, other relevant information and was seeking advice on how 
to best provide feedback. 

4006 30/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to email received the day before. 
 
The CoP team: 
• Shared the linked to the online consultation hub with available chapters for download. 
• Gave the option to the individual to request specific chapters to be sent as PDF via email. 
• Shared the titles of the available chapters and anticipated availability of remaining chapters by end of the week. 
• Explained three ways to provide feedback on the draft EP chapters. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 10 (Project Update) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

4007 30/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From Individual in response to email of the same day. Individual requested direction to official site where they could raise concerns 
about global warming and need to leave fossil fuels where they are. 

4008 19/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to email of 30 August 2023 providing advice on how to raise concerns about global warming and fossil 
fuel use. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Advise to direct claims to State and Federal members of parliament. 
• The role of the National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 
• CoP's requirement to calculate and assess scope 1 GHG emissions for the Otway Exploration Drilling Project and how they could be found in Chapter 6.5 
of the EP. 
• Scope 3 emissions were not calculated in this instance because the project won’t install any permanent infrastructure. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

3988 6/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 19 September 2023.  
 
The individual: 
• Expressed their concerns about the environmental impact of the project.  
• Shared their intention to write to NOPTA to express their concerns. 
• Believed that the project was a subterfuge and that it camouflaged the destructive effects of later extraction and Scope 2 and 3 emissions. 
• Believed that the individuals managing the processes are complicit in this behaviour. 
• Shared how climate crisis is a fuel crisis. 
• Shared that ConocoPhillips' position on climate change offers no hope for humanity. 

4222 23/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to objections/claims raised in email of 6 October 2023. In this email COP team have addressed 
objections/ claims. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



– ORG ID 613 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation Hub (Consultation Survey). 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Meredith is a Other Marine User and Community Group, specifically a Marine User in the Environmental Planning Area, assessed in accordance with 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  Meredith provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Two objections and claims were raised in an online social 
pinpoint survey (Event ID 1075; Feedback IDs: 19, 20) advising opposition of the activity and criticism of the consultation sessions. ConocoPhillips Australia responded in July 2023 (Event ID 2604). No further feedback(s) 
from  Meredith were received.  
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  Meredith’s preferred method of consultation.  initially completed an online social pinpoint survey registering for updates on the Otway Exploration 
and Drilling Program and shared direct contact information (Event ID 1075). Two objections and claims were raised in the survey (Event ID 1075; Feedback IDs: 19, 20). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular 
project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288), and via email (Event ID 2604).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2604).  
 
Public comment period  

was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
The email informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information was also provided on 
the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to , as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 15 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 1075, 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1075, 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 1075, 1158).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 1075, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 1075, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s: 1075, 1158; 1205; 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 1075, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 1075, 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 1075). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 2604). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

initially engaged about the activity in April 2023, 209 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level 
of sufficient information listed above to  between 15 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 55 days), at the latest. 
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in July 2023 (Event ID 2604), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
   
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation: 
During consultation, raised 2 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

19 1075, 2604 Claim Relevant person criticised 
the short notice of 
consultation sessions, lack 
of publicized information 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
made a commitment to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

and ingenuity of sessions. 
Relevant person stated 
that they formally oppose 
the exploration and 
drilling in the marine area. 

Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips 
Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the petroleum activities are carried out in 
a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out 
in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the environmental 
impacts and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also 
ensuring that any remaining environmental  
impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the protection of the 
marine environment and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated with offshore 
petroleum activities.  
NOPSEMA has undertaken to provided clarity and transparency around what they will take into 
consideration when assessing and deciding to accept an Environment Plan for an offshore 
petroleum activity. We recommend that you review NOPSEMAs Guidance on having your say: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-06/A782856.pdf, particularly as 
it relates to information that is irrelevant to NOPSEMAs decision making. Please find attached 
information on impacts and risks associated with ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.  If you have any claims or objections specific to the proposed 
activity, we would appreciate hearing about them." 

20 1075, 2604 Objection Relevant person stated 
that they formally oppose 
the exploration and 
drilling in the marine area. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia uses a range of methods to communicate with potentially relevant 
persons, this includes but is not limited to: direct email, telephone, face-to-face and online 
meetings, advertising on radio and in regional, state and national newspapers and social media. 
Although ConocoPhillips can make best efforts attempts to communicate and promote 
opportunities to learn about the proposed activity, they are not able to control when an individual 
first receives this information. ConocoPhillips Australia also attempts to accommodate all 
potentially relevant persons requests for individual activity briefings as a way to work with 
individuals and organisations to determine functions, interests and activities and co-design 
ongoing consultation. If there is a preferred method of contact for future notifications, or if you 
would prefer an individual briefing, please let us know. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1075 15/04/2023 Social Pinpoint Comment INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Submit Instant Feedback Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Asked to join the mailing list.  
• Was opposed to the exploration project.  
• Believed that the consultation process had been carried out with extreme short notice and was sceptical regarding its benefit and 
foundations. 



1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.  Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to 
share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 
.  Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information 
was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
. Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 . Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation 
as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  



• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2604 26/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to objections/claims raised in Survey of 14 April 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP team have addressed objections/ claims. 
• Described the importance of consultation. 
• Gave a definition of relevant persons. 
• Asked to be contacted again for further information. 
• Shared that all information provided would be shared with NOPSEMA unless advised otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 



impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft 
EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 
the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 



4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 
could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  



 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used 
to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



   – ORG ID 614 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
    was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
    was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
    is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):    Seagull is a Other Marine User and Community Group, specifically a Marine User in the environmental planning area, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Seagull with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  initially attended a Community Session in March 2023 
(Event ID 2843). One objection(s) and claim(s) opposing the activity was raised from  Seagull (Event ID 1080; Feedback ID 22). No further feedback(s) or engagement were received. 
Consultation process 

initially attended a Community Session in March 2023 (Event ID 2843), where ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation.  completed 
an online social pinpoint survey registering contact information and one objection(s) and claim(s) opposing the activity was raised (Event ID 1080; Feedback ID 22). ConocoPhillips Australia responded in August 
2023 (Event ID 2728). No further feedback(s) were received. ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 
3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Public comment period  

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). The 
email informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. Information was also provided on the 
closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 public comment(s) relating to , as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
  
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 16 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 2843, 1158). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 2843, 1158).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 2843, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 2843, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 2843, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 2843). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 



Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 239 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 16 March 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 85 days), at the latest. 
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in August 2023 (Event ID 2728), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

22 1080, 2728 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
impacts of the proposed 
activity on climate change 
from fugitive emissions and 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). As a titleholder, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
 

N/A 



fossil fuel combustion. 
Relevant person stated that 
they strongly oppose the 
project. 

Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that the petroleum 
activities are carried out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of 
ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). Additionally, these 
activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the environmental impacts and 
risks associated with them to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also 
ensuring that any remaining environmental  
impacts and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the 
protection of the marine environment and marine ecosystems from negative impacts 
associated with offshore petroleum activities.  
NOPSEMA has undertaken to provided clarity and transparency around what they will 
take into consideration when assessing and deciding to accept an Environment Plan 
for an offshore petroleum activity. We recommend that you review NOPSEMA’s 
Guidance on having your say: 
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021-06/A782856.pdf, 
particularly as it relates to information that is irrelevant to NOPSEMAs decision making. 
Please find attached information on impacts and risks associated with ConocoPhillips 
Australia's proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  If you have any claims or 
objections specific to our proposed activity, we would appreciate hearing about them." 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2843 16/03/2023 Community 
Session 

Community drop-in sessions held at Burnie Tas. Thursday 16 March, 11.30-5pm. 
Members of the community were able to drop in at their convenience to discuss the project.  
Total of two attendees across all sessions, neither left details. Stakeholder related subsequently filled out consultation form via consultation hub.  

1080 16/03/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Comment 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Submit Instant Feedback Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Asked to join the mailing list.  
• Was opposed to the exploration project because of Climate Change implications 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided.  
 
The information sheet: 
• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  
locations and to look for up-to-date information. 



.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
  
.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2728 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to objections/claims raised in Survey of 16 March 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP team have addressed objections/ claims. 
• Team asked to be contacted again for further discussion. 
• Noted that all information provided would be shared with NOPSEMA unless advised otherwise. 
 



Attached: 
• Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was in 
line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  



• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been considered 
in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



5485 4/07/2024 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign 
Email  

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 615 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Consultation Hub (Map Comment). 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. One objection(s) and claim(s) (Feedback ID 23) was raised. No further 
feedback(s) from  were received.  chose to unsubscribe from receiving further updates about the activity in August 2023 (Event ID 3063). 

Consultation process 
 initially completed an online social pinpoint survey registering for updates on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program and shared direct contact information (Event ID 31). One objection(s) and claim(s) 

(Feedback ID 23) was raised, which was responded to by ConocoPhillips Australia in July 2023 (Event ID 2607). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event 
IDs: 1157, 1637, 2607, 2625, 3050). In August 2023,  unsubscribed from receiving further updates and correspondence from ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 3063). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base 
level of information provided between 11 February 2023 and 26 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 31, 2607). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 31, 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 31, 1157).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 31, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 31, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 31, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 31, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event IDs: 31, 1157). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 31). 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3050).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 initially engaged about the activity in February 2023, 272 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of 
sufficient information listed above to  between 11 February 2023 and 26 July 2023 (over a period of 166 days) at the latest.  
  



In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in July 2023 (Event ID 2607), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

23 31, 2607 Claim Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding the 
proposed activities impacts 
to the marine environment, 
particularly to breeding 
grounds, animals and kelp 
farming on King Island. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). As a titleholder, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities 
within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA). ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to  NOPSEMA that 
the petroleum activities can be carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 

N/A 



Feedback 
ID 

Related Event 
ID 

Feedback 
Type 

Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts 
and risks are at an acceptable level. These objectives are critical to the protection of 
the marine environment and marine ecosystems from negative impacts associated 
with offshore petroleum activities.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves 
seabed surveys and drilling operations. Impacts associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling have been assessed with results summarised in the attached information 
sheets.  
 
We are aware of kelp farming on King Island and would appreciate learning more 
about this activity if you able to provide more details." 

 

Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

31 11/02/2023 Social 
Pinpoint 
Comment 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Submit Instant Feedback Survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Asked to join the mailing list. 
• Was opposed to the exploration project because of its potential impacts on marine life and on the kelp farming project carried on in adjacent areas. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about locations 
and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2607 26/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual in response to objections/claims raised in Survey of 11 February 2023.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• COP team have addressed objections/ claims. 
• Described the importance of consultation. 
• Gave a definition of relevant persons. 
• Asked to be contacted again for further information. 
• Shared that all information provided would be shared with NOPSEMA unless advised otherwise. 
 
Attached: 
• Information Sheet 2 (Proposed Activity Overview) 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign 
Email 

OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3063 25/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual who unsubscribed from receiving information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 



– ORG ID 616 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Serong is a Other Marine User and Community Group, specifically a Marine User in the environmental planning area, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  provided a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Serong attended a Community Session in May 2023 
(Event ID 1180). One objection(s) and claim(s) was raised (Event ID 1213; Feedback ID 60). No further feedback(s) from  Serong were received. 
Consultation process 

 initially attended a Community Session in May 2023 (Event ID 1180). ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation.  completed an online 
social pinpoint survey with 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities (Event ID 1213; Feedback ID 60). ConocoPhillips Australia replied to 
feedback provided in August 2023 (Event ID 2731). ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 
5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050) 
 
Public comment period  

 were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846). 
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.  
ConocoPhillips Australia received no public comment submission from , as shown in the Public Comment table below.     
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 02 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 1180, 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1180, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event IDs: 1180, 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event IDs: 1180, 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event IDs: 1180, 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 1180, 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event IDs: 1180, 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 1180, 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
Information Received  



ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 192 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 02 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 38 days).  
  
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in August 2023 (Event ID 2731), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

60 1213, 2731 Objection Relevant person provided 
feedback regarding seismic 
blasting, emissions and 
proximity to Port Fairy and 
visual impact. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any seismic surveys 
as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This program involves 
seabed surveys and drilling operations.  
 
We are aware of proposed seismic activities in the area and direct you to 
the following websites for more information:  

Nil 



https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss 
www.tgs.com (Otway Basin 3D Multi-client MSS) 
www.beachenergy.com.au (Calico Survey) 
 
If exploration drilling activities result in hydrocarbon discovery, well 
testing may also be conducted, which will include short duration flaring 
and associated air emissions. This will lead to a localised reduction in air 
quality around the emission source and represent a source of greenhouse 
gases (GHGs). These emissions are predicted to be small on a state, 
national and global scale, representing a minute contribution to the local 
airshed and overall GHG emissions, and will dissipate rapidly. Impacts 
from a reduction in air quality are expected to be short-term and limited 
to the immediate vicinity of the emission source.  
 
Exploration activities may be visible when we are closer to the coastline. 
However, these activities will short in duration (1 week at each site for 
seabed surveys and a maximum of 90 days at each location for drilling 
operations). 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1213 17/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Comment 

INCOMING COMMENT: from individual via Social Pinpoint Survey Response: 
Individual was opposed to the exploration project and express concerns regarding: 
• Visual impact from the shore. 
• Impact of blasting noise for the marine environment. 
• General concerns about fossil fuels emissions. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located 
in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2731 3/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their feedback.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Further discussion process advised.  
• Advised consultation records will be provided to NOPSEMA and published with the EP.  
 
Attached: 
• Official Letter of Response. 
• Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to 
make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated 
to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 617 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Somerville is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Somerville is a King Island Resident and Marine user in environmental planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Somerville with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Somerville engaged but did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims but did make a Public Comment submission. 

Consultation process 
’s first contact with ConocoPhillips Australia was via a community information session in May 2023 (Event ID 1304). After attending,  contacted ConocoPhillips Australia directly 

by email, registered interest in the proposed drilling program and requested updates on the environmental impact and sustainability (Event ID 1355).  also registered for project updates using 
Social Pinpoint (Event ID 1384) and ConocoPhillips Australia provided with project updates via campaign email communications throughout consultation (Event ID(s) 1637; 1829; 2625; 3181; 3361; 
3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4925; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia sought ’s preferred method of consultation via telephone call. 

confirmed their status as a relevant person, provided positive feedback regarding the proactive consultation and advised that their primary concern was impacts to wildlife (Event ID 1832). 
ConocoPhillips Australia extended an offer for an online meeting to discuss questions arising regarding the proposed drilling program (Event ID 2096) and provided a formal written response to  

’s objections and claims (Event ID 5094).  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637) 
 
Public comment period 

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from , with 13 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table 
below (Event ID 4925). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through 
Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5094, 5109). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 17 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1304). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID(s) 1304; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1304). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 



 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1336). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan. 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 176 days before first submission on 9 November 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 17 May 2023 and 8 June 2023, a period of 23 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the information for a period of 154 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on 
their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted 
in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 



N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

480 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am deeply concerned about ConocoPhillips plans to drill up to six new gas 
wells in the oceans along Victoria’s iconic Great Ocean Road and along the 
coast of King Island, north of Lutruwita / Tasmania. It is particularly disturbing 
that the Zeehan Marine Park, recognised for its ecological significance, has not 
been excluded from the area where drilling might occur. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the economic significance and value recreation and 
tourism plays in coastal communities within the Environmental Planning Area and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure potential impacts have been assessed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the operational areas and 
the environment that may be affected (EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP 
Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 (Recreational 
Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities 
described through-out EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland Lakes). Due to 
the offshore nature of the operational areas, overlap of the proposed activities with tourism 
and recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and visual amenity, and 
the extent to which coastal recreation and tourism is likely to be affected by the visibility of 
the activity, is short-term, fully, with no long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic 
values. Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in 
the Otway Basin and has most recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder. 
Consequently, economic impacts to coastal communities are not predicted. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of 
sustainable activities by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) 
habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is 
required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to 
support environmental protection and effective consultation regarding petroleum activities 
in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values 
(including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or 
reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed 
through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed 
Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound 
Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling 
Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 
Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, 
Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss 
of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are 
considered to be of an acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative 
capacity of the receiving environment, and do not have the potential to result in long-term, 
serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures are considered 
effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the 
predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is 
not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where 
relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan 
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Marine Park (for example directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although 
technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the 
additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased impacts 
associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 
raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a 
result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

481 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am also concerned that ConocoPhillips hasn’t identified specific drilling sites, 
and I believe potential environmental impacts cannot be properly assessed 
without this information. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and areas of 
assessment to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
an adequate explanation of the assessment process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for selecting final 
drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data processing in order to select 
targets with a high probability of success and an analysis of the efficiency of the drilling 
program to confirm resources with the least number of wells. Therefore, operational areas 
have been designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can 
occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough description of the environment 
within the operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP 
Chapter 4. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks 
associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within 
broader operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures 
that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. 
However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and 
applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to 
acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for 
the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal 
extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden 
when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced 
number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or 
disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat 
identified in a PMST search within a sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be 
affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that 
seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that results in the 
largest or most significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically 
Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation 
measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of 
interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of 
selecting other locations." 

482 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Australia’s wild southern oceans have enormous environmental and cultural 
significance that would be put at risk by new gas drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cultural significance of the southern ocean as a 
sensitive receptor (the Commonwealth marine environment) to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were adequately identified 
and assessed. 
The environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program on environmental values and sensitivities, including social, economic and 
cultural values, are addressed throughout the EP, for example in EP Section 6.3.4 
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(Identifying Sensitive Receptors).  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the collaborative development of a 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05). This program will provide an opportunity for 
First Nations persons with Sea Country values and sensitivities within or adjacent to the 
operational areas to co-design and co-implement measures that  protect cultural values 
and sensitivities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 
raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a 
result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

483 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

These oceans are home to diverse and vulnerable marine life including the 
blue whale, southern right whale and pygmy blue whale which are very likely 
to be disturbed by drilling activity and the movement of vessels in the region.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the increased movements of vessels 
within the marine environment as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be 
of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks have 
been adequately considered.  
 
Marine mammal species with known Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or species that 
exhibit biologically important behaviours within the operational area include the southern 
right whale (migration BIA), pygmy blue whale (foraging BIA), sei whale (foraging or feeding 
behaviour), fin whale (foraging or feeding behaviour) and the pygmy right whale (foraging 
or feeding behaviour). As described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) 
individuals distracted by behavioural activities such as feeding, mating or nursing may be 
more vulnerable to vessel collision (Laist et al. 2001). However, a study by McKenna et al. 
(2015) showed that blue whales demonstrated limited behavioural response when being 
approached by ships. While some animals responded by undertaking shallow dives at a 
slow descent, none showed signs of horizontal movement away from the approaching ship. 
Due to the short duration of exploration activities, slow vessel speeds within operational 
areas, and vessel/whale separation distances (500 m) it is considered unlikely that vessel 
strikes will impact the ability of species to conduct important behaviours within the 
operational area.  
As stated in EP Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive), certain activities 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation of 
continuous underwater sound emissions including drilling activities and the operation of 
vessels and the MODU. 
• Vessels are essential for offshore industry as they undertake several critical activities. 
Underwater sound emissions are generated from propellor cavitation, thrusters, 
hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and operation of machinery and equipment.  
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration operations. Underwater 
sound emissions are generated onboard from equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, 
generators and machinery), thrusters and a smaller portion are transmitted through drilling 
activities (i.e., vibration of the drill during drilling) associated with the MODU. Drilling will 
occur for a maximum of 90 days per drilling location (maximum of 6). 
Dynamic positioning (DP) is a technology that enables a vessel to maintain its position 
automatically without a need for anchoring therefore minimising impacts to the seabed. 
The technology uses a combination of thrusters and sensors to control the vessels position. 
As described in EP Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound Modelling), operational scenarios were 
identified where the use of DP was required, and included: 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHST conducting resupply using DP, 
and 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHTS conducting resupply using DP, 
and a AHTS transiting at low speed within the standby area, 2 km from the MODU. 
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Modelling was conducted of these scenarios to understand the combined noise levels 
generated during these activities (EP Appendix G), inclusive of DP. Each scenario was 
modelled at different locations across the operational areas and worst-case maximum 
distances were calculated (see Tables 6-25 and 6-26) and were used to determine the 
worst-case consequence evaluation in the continuous underwater sound emission impact 
assessment in Section 6.6.7.   
Measures to mitigate impacts from underwater sound emissions and to reduce the risk of 
vessel interactions with marine fauna have been assessed in relevant sections of the EP as 
discussed above. ConocoPhillips Australia has further developed a Fauna Management Plan 
in consultation with technical specialists. All activities relevant to the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program will comply with these standards and measures and prevent or reduce the 
impact/risk to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory 
requirements.  
The Fauna Management Plan outlines specific measures to minimise interactions and 
anthropogenic noise threats with relevant species, including the implementation of 
increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for 
specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 
operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no 
one method can guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several 
complementary techniques across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate 
and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), Aerial Surveys 
and Acoustic Detection. A designated detection area will, at minimum, encompass the 
Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed 
surveys, VSP, when a vessel is on DP, etc).  
 
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed such as the Fauna 
Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N), no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

484 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I’m also concerned about potential impacts on the critically endangered 
orange-bellied parrot. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts on the orange-bellied 
parrot to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
impacts to this species were adequately assessed. 
 
EP Section 4.6.7.5 (Other Marine Listed Species) provides a detailed description of the 
orange-bellied parrot and captures the progress made by the population over the past few 
years. The PMST Report (Appendix B) identifies the likely presence of the species during 
migration within the operational areas, and light and flaring EMBAs, which are displayed in 
Table 4-9. The PMST utilises a broad search grid of up to 32 x 32 km in offshore areas. 
Therefore, during the assessment for the orange-bellied parrot additional data on its 
habitat range and migration routes was sourced. This showed both habitat presence and 
migration routes to be outside of the operational areas (Section 4.6.7.5) but overlapped by 
both the operational light and flaring EMBAs (Section and 6.4.5.1). The orange-bellied 
parrot does not have assigned Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). 
The orange-bellied parrot completes bi-annual migrations across the Bass Strait between 
breeding grounds in south-western Tasmania and overwintering grounds along the 
coastline of south-eastern Australia. As detailed in the National Recovery Plan for the 
Orange-bellied Parrot (DELWP 2016) and assessed in Chapter 6.4 (Light Emissions) of the EP, 
the behaviour of this species may be modified by the presence of barriers such as 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

illuminated structures and boats, with the impacts of barriers greatest where they occur on 
migration routes. The operational areas do not overlap with habitat range or migration 
routes (as detailed in Section 4.6.7.5). Therefore, the MODU and support vessels will not 
present a barrier to the orange-bellied parrot and will not present a risk as per activities in 
its path. 
Full details on the assessment of impacts from operational lighting and flaring are detailed 
in Section 6.4.5.1) In summary: 
• The operational areas do not overlap the migration route of the orange-bellied parrot. 
• No presence of barriers such illuminated structure and boats will occur within migration 
routes as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• A change to ambient light from operational and flaring activities within the migration 
route will be temporary, of short duration (120 hours per well).  
• Changes in ambient light in the non-breeding range associated with short-term flaring at 
the closest possible distance of 19 km are negligible. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes it has shown sufficient justification that there will be Minor 
(2) residual consequences associated with light emissions to seabirds, including the orange-
bellied parrot. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

485 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 4973, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 4925, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Drilling in the oceans carries with it a risk of a spill event polluting the ocean 
and the surrounding coastline. Hydrocarbon pollution would be disastrous for 
the sensitive Wilderness World Heritage coastline of Lutruwita / Tasmania and 
the King Island environment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to 
this area. 
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and 
considers the importance of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The 
outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped by the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment in EP 
Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA 
northern coastal edge. The spill modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the 
extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of Tasmania may be contacted. 
Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be 
contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on previous literature, is not expected to 
cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold 
(<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west 
coast in general ranged from 15 days up to 100 days depending on the drilling location 
(Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the majority 
(approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 
percent continuing to evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being considered 
persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather conditions for the Otway 
region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the 
condensate will evaporate, with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of 
Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the 
TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 (potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) 
Control measures have been identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to reduce the 
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risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been developed in 
collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with 
relevant persons and align with standard industry practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are reduced to ALARP (as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 
raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a 
result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

486 5134, 4931, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 5104, 
4924, 4932, 4925, 
5099, 5091, 4923, 
4973, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5109, 5096, 
4930, 4917 

A spill on Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, would be devastating for local marine 
and coastal ecosystems, as well as Victoria’s tourism industry and reputation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to Victoria's marine 
and coastal ecosystems and tourism from a spills during the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of these risks. 
 
The potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-economic activities 
which use these environments (such as tourism and recreational activities) have been taken 
into consideration in the risk assessment process. As stated within Section 7.7.6, the risk 
rating of a loss of well control (LOWC) event to ‘other marine and coastal users’, ‘other 
coastal habitats and communities 'has been rated as Medium. A risk rating of ‘Medium’ 
indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the potential sensitivities of these 
receptors and specific control measures need to be developed to lower the likelihood of the 
risk and potential consequences. 
The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the EP identify the measures 
ConocoPhillips Australia will implement to ensure the risk of a spill are reduced, and the 
potential consequences in the event of a spill are also mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program. In the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to 
occur, ConocoPhillips is required to hold financial assurance and accountability for credible 
costs, expenses, and third-party liabilities that may arise from a petroleum incident relating 
to their activities. As stated within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: Financial assurance 
for offshore activity, clearly states that this financial assurance includes costs for operational 
response to contamination, clean-up and remediation of the environment, including 
environmental monitoring of the potential impacts. This control measure has been 
developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline ‘Financial assurance for petroleum 
titles’ and international compensation protocols such as the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to 
develop a project specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP 
outlines the response capability and strategies that will be implemented in the unlikely 
event of a spill. AMOSC was also commissioned to produce additional appendices in 
support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline Protection and Clean-up Plan 
and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the specific sensitive areas that may be 
impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure any impacts are 
lowered.  These documents all contribute to the precautionary measures that 
ConocoPhillips is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event during the activity are 
mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within 
Section 7.7.6 of the EP. These measures have been developed in collaboration with 
environmental advisors, spill response specialists and align with standard industry practices. 
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 
raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a 
result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

487 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 4923, 5091, 
4932, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The range of ecosystems and species that could be impacted by a spill is large. 
It includes marine and coastal plants, marine fish and reptiles, aquatic birds 
and shore birds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to ecosystems and 
wildlife associated with a spill to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of risks.  
 
Impacts and risks to the ecological environment from hydrocarbon spills have been 
thoroughly assessed in EP Sections 7.6 (marine diesel oil (MDO) Release) and 7.7 (loss of 
well control (LOWC)). The species which were identified within Section 4.6 that may be 
present within the environment that may be affected (EMBA), such as benthic and intertidal 
assemblages, plankton, marine invertebrates, fish, birds, marine mammals, and marine 
reptiles have been included in assessment of consequences of a spill.  
The control measures in EP Sections 7.6.5 (MDO Release) and 7.7.5 (LOWC) identify the 
measures ConocoPhillips will implement to mitigate risks, including potential consequences 
to marine ecosystems and wildlife, to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  
These control measures align with standard industry practice and are considered 
appropriate to the nature and scale of the project. In accordance with the control measures 
set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that 
potential risks are mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

488 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 4930, 
4917 

I don’t consider it acceptable or sufficient that ConocoPhillips’ proposal could 
result in a more than 100 day spill, in the event of a spill that requires a relief 
well rig to be sourced from Asia. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the duration of a spill associated 
with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted loss 
of well control (LOWC) event without any spill response intervention. This release over 90 
days is considered conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC is considered the worst-case not 
necessarily the most credible. As such the volume released, and duration of the response is 
likely to be less. 
As stated, within EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible options of Mobile 
Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU) locations considered: Victoria, Northwest Shelf and 
Singapore. Based off these three scenarios, ConocoPhillips Australia estimated the 
timeframes to complete a relief well kill with 90 days considered a conservative medium 
timeframe. In the extremely unlikely event of a worst-case spill scenario, it is likely that a 
relief well could be drilled in less than 90 days. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre 
(AMOSC) as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP. As an Australian based company, 
AMOSC would be the first spill response company to be activated in the event of a spill.  
AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically 
placed around Australia. The closest office and location of personal and response 
equipment is located within Geelong, Victoria, Australia. The membership includes 
assurance of 24/7 response and capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC has ensured that 
equipment and personnel from Geelong can be mobilised within specified timeframes. The 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

AMOSC membership also ensures access to national equipment stockpiles maintained by 
the Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other 
AMOSC member companies under the Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the 
‘AMOSPlan’.  
These agreements are in addition to the local resources in Victoria and Tasmania and 
strategically positioned on King Island (which will be available in the event that drilling 
activities are scheduled to occur within the operational areas immediately adjacent to King 
Island). ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this capacity to be sufficient in relation to 
the risk of a spill event within the Otway Basin. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

489 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

ConocoPhillips could arrange to have a stand by rig in Victorian waters that 
could significantly reduce the duration of a spill in the event of a blow out—
particularly given that ConocoPhillips has determined that a capping stack to 
stop the spill is too expensive and ineffective for it to provision for. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the control measures considered to 
mitigate a spill event during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and 
have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control measures have 
been included.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a 
capping stack feasibility assessment to evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed 
in the Otway Basin. The assessment concluded that due to the technical complexity of 
deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh 
metocean conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary means source 
control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping stack was considered very low 
and presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the 
environmental conditions and potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also 
identified that deployment of a capping stack in rough seas could worsen the spill event, 
with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the wellhead during 
deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of 
technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this 
context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes 
an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or 
effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP Table 7-39 has been updated to 
better reflect the ALARP assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously 
and having a dedicated rig on standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as 
additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The additional associated 
costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the 
‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure 
which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, 
time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary 
rig would increase impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or 
secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater sound, light and have 
atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, and 
require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a 
secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated 
risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated 
with implementing these control measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit 
gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as 
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detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are managed 
to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification 
for not deploying a capping stack, being made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE 
risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost." 

490 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The sensitive environments that could be affected by a spill warrant, at the 
very least, that ConocoPhillips takes all available measures (like a locally 
available rig and immediately locally deployable spill containment and clean 
up provisions) to reduce the duration of a potential spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures considered to 
mitigate a spill event during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and 
have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control measures have 
been included. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a 
capping stack feasibility assessment to evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed 
in the Otway Basin. The assessment concluded that due to the technical complexity of 
deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with a gas plume environment and harsh 
metocean conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary means source 
control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping stack was considered very low 
and presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the 
environmental conditions and potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also 
identified that deployment of a capping stack in rough seas could worsen the spill event, 
with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the wellhead during 
deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of 
technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this 
context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes 
an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or 
effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP Table 7-39 has been updated to 
better reflect the ALARP assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously 
and having a dedicated rig on standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as 
additional controls for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The additional associated 
costs have been identified within the claims as rationale for the rejection. However, the 
‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure 
which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, 
time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary 
rig would increase impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or 
secondary rig would displace fishers and emit underwater sound, light and have 
atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have operational discharges, and 
require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. Having a 
secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated 
risks, such as interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated 
with implementing these control measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit 
gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as 
detailed in EP Tables 7-39 and 9-1 and in accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are managed 
to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification 
for not deploying a capping stack, being made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE 
risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost." 

491 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I would also like to express my concern that the current assessment process for 
new offshore oil and gas leaves consultation at the hands of industry, that 
systematically attempt to overwhelm communities with consultation requests, 
but then fail to provide answers to their questions or requests for information, 
or to modify their plans in response to extensive feedback from communities. I 
believe NOPSEMA and the Australian government need to take an active role 
in determining whether genuine social license exists for a project, and that the 
project must be rejected where it clearly does not. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding consultation and modification of 
the Environment Plan (EP) in response to feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the process undertaken. 
 
Division 2, Section 24 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2023 outlines the process where titleholders are required to 
report on consultation, including providing an assessment of merit of any objection or claim 
about the adverse impact of each activity to which the EP relates. 
Throughout the EP, where additional information was identified during consultation and 
resulted in a modification of EP content, the relevant consultation event was indicated by 
the Event ID and the specific feedback provided was linked to a unique ID number. 
Examples of this can be found in EP Section 3.8 (Appropriate Measures Adopted) and 
throughout Chapter 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and Chapter 7 (Environmental 
Risk Assessment).  Full summaries on how objections and claims received during the course 
of consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program were considered in the EP can 
be found in Appendix C2. 
Regarding claims that the offshore industry is attempting to overwhelm communities with 
consultation requests, consultation fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as 
an issue during the early stages of consultation (e.g. EVENT IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a way to 
address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to undertake collaborative engagement. As 
outlined in section 3.3 of the Environment Plan. This resulted in confusion in some areas 
along the Victorian coastline resulting in the cessation of collaborative engagement 
approaches in certain locations.  
Additional strategies to mitigate consultation fatigue and overwhelm were implemented by 
ConocoPhillips Australia, including in-community information sessions (including sessions 
with drilling and regulatory specialists, and regular updates during consultation), an online 
consultation hub, regular project updates, a preliminary environmental impact and risk 
assessment, a range of information sheets, an EP Summary, to make communication/ 
understanding easier, and to enable transparent communication.  These strategies are 
described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation period was extended on two occasions 
to account for the consultation overwhelm felt by some of relevant persons resulting in a 
total extension of 61 days (EVENT ID: 2625, 3050). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this comment." 

492 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Finally, I express my deep concern that the Australian government, through 
NOPSEMA, is still considering approving new fossil fuel projects. The climate 
crisis is having devastating impacts around the world and in Australia. We’ve 
just had our hottest year on record and the fire season for this year has started 
alarmingly early and is terrifying. The International Energy Agency and the 
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change have made it 
absolutely clear that our world cannot afford any new fossil fuel projects. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum 
titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 
NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established under the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s 
regulatory processes have long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a 
manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

out in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC 
Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing 
energy needs. If commercially viable gas reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be 
directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further consultation would be 
required to support the development of a commercial project and associated production 
wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the 
east coast gas market  and a domestic gas supply shortfall could have serious 
consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating 
and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for 
energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s electricity 
network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, 
including seabed hazard surveys and exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. 
Regarding climate change impacts, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact 
of emissions generated as part of the activity. Emissions within the scope of the proposed 
activity are from the operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling rig, and from well testing 
in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected direct GHG emissions are 
estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic 
operational condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only 
two wells at maximum duration and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG load in 
the atmosphere, they are small when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a 
global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of hydrocarbons in 
a specific area. This provides information on the resources available to future generations 
and informs decision making around potential commercial developments. Many factors are 
involved in deciding to developed a gas reserve and environmental approvals are typically 
staged to support strategic development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development 
of a commercial project with permanent operating infrastructure. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

493 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

It is apparent that communities impacted by proposals like the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program do not support the ongoing (and overwhelming) 
expansion of offshore exploration in the oceans of the south east of Australia. 
These are important and sensitive marine environments and I call on the 
Australian Environment Minister to intervene to protect them and the 
communities so clearly calling for oceans and threatened species to take 
precedence over fossil fuel vested interests. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the importance of consultation in 
the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles 
require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons 
for their offshore petroleum activities to proceed; however, they are required to 
demonstrate in their Environment Plan how the concerns, objections or claims raised by 
relevant persons were considered and demonstrate that their response to that information 
was appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

494 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 4930, 
4917 

The Australian government and NOPSEMA should reject this drilling proposed 
by ConocoPhillips to protect the climate, nature and people. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum 
titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 
NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established under the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act). NOPSEMA’s 
regulatory processes have long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a 
manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set 
out in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC 
Act 1999), among other considerations and requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing 
energy needs. If commercially viable gas reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be 
directed to the domestic market. Additional approvals and further consultation would be 
required to support the development of a commercial project and associated production 
wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the 
east coast gas market  and a domestic gas supply shortfall could have serious 
consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating 
and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock and for 
energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s electricity 
network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, 
including seabed hazard surveys and exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. 
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development 
of a commercial project with permanent operating infrastructure. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns 
raised have been adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a 
result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1304 17/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - King Island: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1355 23/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual registering interest after presentation for updates and reports on environmental impact and sustainability of the 
above operation. 

1384 23/05/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: Individual completed Stay Connected Survey via Social Pinpoint on 23/05/2023. 
• Individual registered their contact details. 
• Individual registered to receive project updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling EP. 

1336 24/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Summary of information provided: 
• Team confirmed they had been added to the distribution list.  
• Noted that Preliminary Environmental Risks and Impacts Assessment is available in Consultation Hub and shared link.  Attached also. 
• To be consulted as a relevant person for EP development, survey for this is located in the Consultation Hub and again shared link. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

1832 30/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member contacted individual at relevant organisation on 16/08/2023 to confirm relevant persons 
functions, interests, and activities and what sufficient information looks like.  
Individual confirmed their status as a relevant person on behalf of the relevant organisation. 
Individual advised that interests and concerns of the relevant organisation are focused on “our wildlife – lobsters, crayfish, seaweed, etc.”  
Individual posts notices on the relevant organisations online community board and intends to make a submission as a relevant person on behalf of 
the organisation. 
Individual advised that they are unable to make next information session due to a scheduling conflict but that they would attend the next webinar.  
Individual was appreciative of the call and the proactive consultation about what sufficient information looks like that would enable them to make a 
submission as a relevant person – individual said the initiative was “awesome.” 

2096 6/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual acknowledging their inability to attend the next community session and will attend Webinar instead.  
 
COP team: 
• Extended offer for online meeting with the project team to address questions arising from the webinar prior to submission of EP to NOPSEMA. 

2600 25/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to email of 25 July 2023. 
 
COP team: 
• Confirmed that webinar link would be provided the following day, if they had registered for it.   

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation 
carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to 
be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be 
recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that 
would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed 
light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment 
and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment 
and the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4925 23/11/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5094 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission. 
 
Attached: 
• Official Letter of Response. 

5109 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising of error in previous letter date. Advised correct date and offered to issue an updated letter if 
requested. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 618 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Email to project email. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Foss is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA 
directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Foss is a Surf Coast and Torquay resident who holds community interest. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Foss with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Foss engaged through community information sessions 
and phone calls, received project information and submitted a public comment but did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims. Their key interest, as expressed, included 
those of the Surfrider organisation in protecting the marine environment from the advance of fossil fuels 
Consultation process 

 contacted ConocoPhillips Australia directly via email requesting to be added to the communications mailing list. ConocoPhillips Australia communicated with via email (Event ID(s) 541; 4878; 
3295; 3315; 5058; 5061; 5070; 5088; 6317), community session (Event ID 1096), telephone call (Event ID 1828; 2093), SMS (Event ID 2091) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 1157; 1205; 1637; 1728; 
1741; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859;4392; 4750; 4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). ConocoPhillips Australia also extended the offer to provide a virtual meeting (Event ID 5058; 5088), 
to which  agreed (Event ID 5069). However,  did not respond to ConocoPhillips Australia with their availability and therefore no meeting was held.  Foss’s primary concern regarded 
ConocoPhillips Australia holding a community information session in Torquay and sought information on the level of community consultation (Event ID 6315).  also asked questions about ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s seismic blasting program in the Otway Basin (Event ID 6316). ConocoPhillips Australia responded to and: explained the proposed activity is a drilling activity and not seismic; provided details 
of community consultation since 2023 and outlined attempts to contact ; explained engagements with First Nations groups and the Cultural Heritage Protection Program; extended an invitation to 
provide any new information or claims regarding the proposed activity’s potential impacts.  (Event ID 6317).  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5058). 
 
Public comment period 

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from , with 1 item of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event 
ID 4961). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 20th February 2023 and 16th June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 541). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1096). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1096).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 1728, 1728). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 



 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637)). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  Foss, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 

’s first contact with ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity occurred in February 2023, 263 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 20th February 2023 and 16th June 2023, a period of 116 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 147 days.  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities, in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1756 6315 & 6316 Stakeholder requesting to know what 
consultation is planned in the Surf Coast 
region, suggests a community information 
session. 

COPA responded in Event 6317, providing information on the project status and consultation, including details about 
community consultations held since 2023, including the individual's attendance at a session in Apollo Bay on 20 April 2023, 
and subsequent attempts to contact the individual between 30 June 2023 and 6 July 2023. 

 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 



N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
 
 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

554 4961 Surfrider and our partners are fighting to protect Australia’s 
southern seas from the continued expansion of the fossil fuel 
industry. Southern Sea Country covers the ocean from North 
Tasmania to all the way to South Australia. It includes iconic 
spots like King Island, the Great Ocean Road, and the Great 
Australian Bight and encompasses Ngarrindjeri, Buandig, 
Gunditjmara, Keerray Wooroong, Gadubanud, Waddawurrung 
and Peerapper Country. Within these oceans live abundant and 
thriving marine ecosystems, including the Great Southern Reef 
and the nutrient rich Bonney Upwelling that sustains vital 
commercial fishing industries. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the adequacy of cultural impact assessments to be 
of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these impacts were adequately 
identified and assessed.  
Cultural heritage and sea country connections are considered and addressed in the EP. The EP includes 
171 references to cultural heritage (including 3.3.5 First Nations Australians Overview; 4.8 Cultural 
Environment; 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage; Appendix L Biosis Cultural Heritage Report; 6.2.5.2 Cultural 
Environment; 6.9.5.4 Cultural Environment) 
Sea Country is also acknowledged, considered and addressed throughout the EP which includes 73 
references, including Sea Country as a Sensitive Receptor at 6.3.4. 
Detailed acknowledgement of Cultural Heritage and Sea Country is also provided in Appendix C4 First 
Nations Consultation Report, which includes 14 references to cultural heritage and 11 references to sea 
country. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program that will ensure Indigenous knowledge and concerns inform the risk management 
process for the protection of heritage and the marine environment. The Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program measure (CM05) has been adopted in the EP.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of 
priorities and measures to protect cultural heritage values and will be established in consultation with 
First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent 
to the operational areas in VIC/P79 and T/49P, to ensure cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has also included requirements for ongoing consultation with First Nations 
peoples in the implementation strategy (EP Chapter 10).  
ConocoPhillips considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks to 
the marine ecosystem associated with the activity. The control measures outlined in the EP will reduce the 
impacts to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), including the implementation of a Fauna 
Management Plan (CM08). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to protecting the marine ecosystem and has demonstrated this in 
the EP by: 
• Applying a science-based approach and considering cumulative effects to develop leading best 
practices as described through-out the impact and risk assessment Environment Plan chapters and 
Cumulative Impact Assessment chapter. 
• Collecting data and information on local biodiversity through site assessments and baseline studies 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

through the implementation of multi-year marine mammal survey program, the completion of studies on 
giant crabs and southern rock lobsters and by supporting citizen science and coastal southern right 
whale research programs. 
• Developing indicators and metrics to track biodiversity impacts and risk management performance 
through the development of control measures, environmental performance standards and measurement 
criteria. 
In developing the EP, ConocoPhillips has further demonstrated its commitment to preserving the 
biodiversity of marine ecosystems by: 
• Applying technological innovation and practical, sustainable solutions for biodiversity conservation 
through, for example, coordinating citizen science and aerial survey program for marine mammals.  
• Collaborating with conservation organisations, governments, and policy bodies by, for example, 
providing data to state government departments to improve understanding on species presence and 
federal government departments to support the review of biologically important areas.   
• Engaging with local communities on biodiversity-related impacts associated with our operations, 
mitigation actions and proactive initiatives to support biodiversity conservation through community 
information sessions and funding for citizen science programs. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made 
to the EP in response to these claims." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

84 17/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual requesting to be added to the communications list. 
541 20/02/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway 

Basin.  
 
Attached:  
• Formal letter identifying the commencement of preparation of an Environment Plan within the Otway Basin, identifying the individual or organisation 
as likely having relevant functions, interests and activities whilst explaining the importance of consultation with relevant person.  
• Information Sheet 1 (Consultation). 
• Information Sheet 2 (Exploration Activity 2024-2028). 
• Provided contact details in the event of any questions. 
 
Requested a convenient time to discuss this. 

1096 20/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Apollo Bay: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 
about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
• The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 

1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the sessions 
would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

3932 25/06/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual in response to initial information email to request details on when an information night will be held in an 
alternate location. 

1828 30/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member attempted to contact individual on 30/06/2023 to follow-up regarding upcoming community 
information session.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Phone call was unanswered. 
• COP member left a voice message requesting a call back. 

4878 30/06/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising that a phone call attempt failed and requested a return call at their convenience. 
2091 6/07/2023 SMS OUTGOING SMS: COP team member sent a text message to individual on 06/07/2024 to follow up on several phone call attempts and an email 

communication attempt in response to the individual’s enquiry about a Torquay information session.   
 
COP team member requested provided their name and mobile number and requested a call back to discuss consultation options with the individual. 

2093 6/07/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member attempted to contact individual on 06/07/2023 to follow-up on email enquiry regarding a Torquay 
community information session.  
• Phone call was unanswered and COP member was unable to leave a voicemail message.  
• COP member sent a follow-up SMS message to the mobile number with COP team’s contact information requesting a call back.  

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3295 2/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising that a phone call attempt failed and requested a return call at their convenience. 
3315 12/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  Sent to individual in response to email of 2 September 2023.  

 
The team shared that: 
• The Otway Exploration Drilling Program was not proposing a seismic survey. 
• Three seismic activities were being proposed in the offshore Otway basin by other organisations and links to the respective proponent websites were 
provided. 
• A webinar was scheduled for Wednesday 20 September to discuss the draft Environment Plan for the drilling activity. 
• The individual was added to the list to receive the webinar invitation details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that 
would be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed 
light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4961 18/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5058 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission and extended meeting offer. Requested response to arrange suitable time. 
5047 9/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to offer for a meeting. Advised times unavailable and requested ideas for when this could eventuate. 
5061 13/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual advising an evening Teams meeting was an option. 
5069 18/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual agreeing to evening Teams meeting and requested deadline for submissions. 
5070 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual clarifying what they mean by submission deadline and noting that the public comment period ended in 

December 23. Provided availability for Teams meeting.  
5088 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to follow up on interest to hold an evening Teams meeting. 
5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

6315 01/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual suggesting that: 
- A community information session should be held in Torquay to explain the Environmental Plan. 
- They are seeking information on the level of community consultation proposed for the people of Torquay/the Surf Coast. 

6316 01/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual asking questions about the organisation's seismic blasting program in the Otway Basin. The questions included: 
- Safe distance for seismic blasting before it impacts a whale's hearing. 
- Safe distance for seismic blasting for krill. 
- How the impact of seismic blasting on whales and other marine life is measured. 
- When community consultation in Torquay will be held. 
- How the seismic blasting program is reconciled with the views and cultural values of the Gunditjmara people. 

6317 03/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual in response to two email enquiries. Provided information including: 
- Details about the ongoing exploration activities in the Otway Basin. 
= Clarification that their activity does not include marine seismic surveys. 
- Information about the Environment Plan (EP) currently in the assessment process with the regulator (NOPSEMA). 
- Details about community consultations held since 2023, including the individual's attendance at a session in Apollo Bay on 20 April 2023. 
- Attempts to contact the individual between 30 June 2023 and 6 July 2023. 
- Engagement with First Nations groups and invitations extended to co-design a Cultural Heritage Protection Program. 
- Invitation for the individual to provide any new information or claims regarding the activity’s potential impacts. 

 



– ORG ID 619 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Hollander is a Business and Tourism Operator, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly 
affected by the presence of the activity.  Hollander is establishing a new tourism business within the planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Hollander with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Hollander engaged through community sessions, phone 
calls and a face-to-face meeting but did not provide any written assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims.  Hollander’s main interest was the viability of a new tourism business based on 
King Island and what the COPA project might mean to the island if it goes ahead. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  Hollander’s preferred method of consultation following his attendance at a community session, where he asked to be notified when the Draft EP was available. 
Following that ConocoPhillips Australia communicated via email (Event IDs 1834), campaign email (Event IDs 1637, 1829, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288), and by phone 
(Event ID 1833). also attended an in-person meeting with others from a local organisation (Event ID 2377). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1637; 3050). 
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 17 May 2023 and 30 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1304). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) Event ID 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1304).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1637; 3050). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1827; 1834; 1833;1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comments (Event ID 3181) 
 Information updates related to Public Comment period (Event ID 3050)  
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with  Hollander, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 



received initial engagement about the activity in February 2023, 255 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia gave 
the sufficient information listed above to  between 17 May 2023 and 30 June 2023, a period of 44 days. After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, had the 
information for a period of 132 days.  

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1304 17/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - King Island: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1829 30/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
The email provided information about two upcoming community sessions on July 13. 2023 and invited recipients to attend. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email explained that the content of the sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that had been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
.   It also noted that the content would focus on local activity. 
 
The attached information sheet was titled:  
• Community Information Session - King Island. 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1833 30/06/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member attempted to contact individual on 30/06/2023 to confirm functions, interests, and activities.   
• Individual advised that their main interest is the viability of their new tourist business. They described their interest as “general” – what the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program means to the island.  
• Individual wants to be notified when the EP is available. 
• Individual advised that they will contact the project team if they have any specific requests.  
• Individual will attend the next Community Information Session on 13/07/2023.  

1834 2/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual after calling and confirming functions, interests and activities. Advised the EP will be made available once 
ready.  
 
Attached: 
• Link to Impact and Risk Assessment Information Sheets 
• Community Information Flyer 

2377 12/07/2023 Meeting - In-person MEETING IN-PERSON: With organisation members. 
 
Summary of Information Provided: 
• Overview of project; consultation process and development of EP. 
• Context for RP identification and access to Consultation Hub. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Drilling sites. 
• Information sharing as EP progresses. 
• Themes of received objections claims to date. 
• Responsibility for cleanup of any whale strandings, or any discovered plane wrecks, shipwrecks or ordnance. 
• Duration of compensation protocol. 
• Approach to theme identification and analysis. 
• Real life scenarios if gas found. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values 
and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public 
comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do 
so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had 
been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as 
they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 620 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was self-identified via Public Comment. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Phillips is a Other Marine User and Community Group, specifically a property holder, beach goer, and surfer, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
 Phillips self-identified during public comment in November 2023 (Event ID 4972). Multiple feedback(s) were received, including a public comment from  Phillips, with 24 matters raised; 2 assertion(s) 

and concern(s); and 1 objection(s) and claim(s). Measures were included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips 
Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Section 4.6.3 (Feedback ID 502); Section 4.8.2 (Feedback ID 516); and Section 5.6.2 (Feedback IDs: 500, 520). 

Consultation process 
self-identified during public comment in November 2023 (Event ID 4972). ConocoPhillips Australia emailed directly with a meeting request offer (Event IDs: 5046, 5081). In February 2024,  

contacted ConocoPhillips Australia by email and declined meeting offer (Event ID 5085). No further engagement was received from . 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5046). 
 
Public comment period   
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from , with 25 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below 
(Event ID 4972). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

self-identified during the public comment submission, as such assessed the full Environment Plan from ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

self-identified during public comment on 26 November 2023 (Event ID 4972). 
  
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 1 claim about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 
3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1453 5085 Relevant person expressed opposition to the proposal due 
to environmental and ecosystem concerns, specifically 
seismic blasting. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged individuals concerns by responding via email on the 21/02/2024 'Thank 
you for reaffirming your positions and advising that you do not wish to meet to discuss your submission.' (Event 
ID: 5086) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1454 5085 Relevant person has submitted written concerns and is also 
relying on the opinions of marine scientists from the Marine 
Association. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged individuals concerns by responding via email on the 21/02/2024 'Thank 
you for reaffirming your positions and advising that you do not wish to meet to discuss your submission.' (Event 
ID: 5086) 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

1141 5085 Claim Relevant person expressed 
significant concerns about the 
potential impact of the 
program on various whale 
species, particularly in relation 
to their migratory routes, 
feeding grounds, and nursing 
grounds. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding impacts 
associated with impulsive sound on whales and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are 
adequately assessed. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under 
this approval. As stated in Section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary 
activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within 
the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including 
downhole formation evaluation (VSP) and geophysical surveys (SBP). 
Geophysical survey and VSP operations will be managed to ensure 
they are consistent with the Conservation Management Plans (CMPs) 
for blue whales and the recovery plan for southern right whales. 
Further, a Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N, formerly Whale 
Management Plan) has been developed and outlines specific measures 
to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including 
the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-
time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 
operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well 
Integrity requirements. 
Therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact assessment of 
Moderate (3) for low-frequency cetaceans, including baleen whales, to 
be adequate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that 
the potential impacts have been adequately addressed in the EP for 
the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated 
in response. 

CM08: Fauna 
Management Plan 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

496 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposal to conduct test drilling for gas exploration in our 
oceans between Tasmania and Victoria will cause direct harm to 
ocean ecosystems, marine life and exacerbate climate change.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts, and their mitigation, associated with the Otway 
Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway 
Exploration Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be 
required to influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other 
than short-term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 
(Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define 
the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established based on 
relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information 
gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously 
defined acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP 
demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP 
meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

497 4935, 5104, 
4957, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposed 6 test drilling wells, and associated vertical seismic 
blasting at each well, are stepping stones to fossil gas extraction. 
Such plans are incompatible with global efforts to limit warming to 
1.5oC. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the concerns about the future potential for natural gas 
extraction to be of low merit.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as part of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program . The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, temporary seabed surveys and 
exploration drilling.  
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf (nopsema.gov.au). This 
document explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, whereby the impacts and risks of each 
stage are assessed. ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 'Drilling' stage, and may not find commercially 
viable quantities of gas. Depending on the outcome of exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, 
whereby we would undertake detailed design work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed 
into development and production. Prior to proceeding into development and production, we are required to 
prepare and submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the environmental 
acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed greenhouse gas inventory 
across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of potential environmental 
impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, and further consultation with 
relevant persons and a public comment period.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

498 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP submitted to NOPSEMA by ConocoPhillips is lacking in 
sufficient detail on the locations of the 6 proposed test drilling 
locations, and associated vessel movements in state and 
commonwealth waters. As a result, this EP fails to provide adequate 
details of the risks and mitigation measures for impacts on noted 
endangered species, such as blue and southern right whales in the 
area, in a way that fulfils the ability to understand if risks have been 
mitigated to As Low As Reasonably Practicable (ALARP) 
requirements. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding undefined drilling locations and vessel movements 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 
 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken 
to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur 
anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum tittles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that 
this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. The precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case 
impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable 
levels that are as low as reasonably practicable. Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's 
proposed activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when 
compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling 
locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search 
within a sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the 
assessment process assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location that 
results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important Areas 
(BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation measures being applied at any location 
regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with 
sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations. 
Regarding oil spill modelling, as described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil 
spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to 
conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within 
the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for drilling in any location within the Operational 
Areas.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly states 
ConocoPhillips Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the maximum number 
of wells for which approval is being sought under this EP.  
As also explained in EP Section 1.4, vessels transiting to or from the operational areas are operating under the 
Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012 and are not performing a petroleum activity whilst outside the operational 
areas. Impacts and risks associated with vessels operating within the Commonwealth waters of the operational 
areas are assessed throughout the EP, for example, EP Section 6.9 (Planned Operational Discharges) and 7.4 
(Interactions with Marine Fauna). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

499 4972, 5104, 
4957, 4935, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

Not having detailed information on where the gas drilling sites will 
be located, and the specific type of drill rig to be used, and its ability 
to rapidly deploy mitigation measures in the event of a Loss of 
Wellhead Control, should result in this EP being refused. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the drilling sites and type of rig in relation to extremely 
unlikely spill events to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information 
provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risk. 
 
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – 
for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water 
depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, the analysis of risk and response plans, which 
are based on modelled outcomes, are considered appropriate for all possible drilling locations within the 
operational areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on the response strategies to be implemented in the extremely 
unlikely event of a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the primary response plan, the Oil Spill 
Emergency Plan (OPEP), is included in EP Appendix I. 
Details on the type of drill rig proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are included in EP Chapter 2, 
specifically Table 2-5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean Equinox)). Further, 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided confirmation of the selected rig in the August 2023 Project Update, emailed to 
relevant persons and made publicly available on the consultation hub. 
Detailed information on spill response activities is provided in EP Section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 



Feedback 
ID 
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Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

500 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on what measures will be 
taken to avoid harming marine life, and enforceable measures to 
ensure that the key ecological features and threatened species in 
these areas will not be harmed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the measures that will be taken to avoid harming marine life 
and key ecological features to be of high merit and has reviewed the methodology in Environment Plan (EP) 
Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Chapters 6 and 7, to ensure information provided on control 
measures is clear.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control 
measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising 
from the activity to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP). The demonstrations have been made systematically 
and include information on, for example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or 
risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are 
reproducible. More information on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine 
ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and scale of 
the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; and is of 
a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS), against which the environmental performance of the titleholder is to 
be measured during the activity, and Measurement Criteria, that will allow the titleholder and NOPSEMA to 
determine if the performance outcomes and performance standards have been met, have been developed for each 
control measure and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). Compliance with the EPS 
is measured on an ongoing basis and is enforceable. 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not 
simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to 
consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also 
point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered 
for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to 
provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support 
the consultation process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on 
adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced throughout the EP. 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption 
or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to 
these claims." 

501 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The information provided in this EP has broken up each potential risk 
and harm into disaggregated possibilities and mitigations, which fails 
to consider and detail the cumulative impacts of harms from sound 
pollution, light pollution, hydrocarbon spills and effects of flaring gas 
from these 6 proposed drill sites. This EP needs to be refused 
outright as the impacts to our ocean environment and marine life 
have not been adequately mapped or detailed, or adequate 
information on measures to mitigate impact. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP Chapter 5, 
includes an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, as successive, 
additive or synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with material impacts on the 
environment that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales (NOPSEMA Environment Plan 
Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated with the 
activity, as part of the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed in conjunction with 
other aspects and with other significant activities or projects, result in material impacts that have the potential to 
accumulate over temporal and spatial scales. These aspects have been analysed in the cumulative impact 
assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Regarding underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program involved the 
assessment of a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the cumulative impact of 
multiple continuous sound sources in close proximity, as described in EP Section 6.6.1.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cumulative impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of 
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impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and other reasonably foreseeable activities and 
projects within the region. 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

502 4957, 5104, 
4935, 4972, 
4945, 4977, 
4936, 5091, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 4950, 
5096 

The marine life of our south east oceans are unique and under 
increasing threat from the expansion of the offshore oil and gas 
industry, including through vertical seismic blasting exploration and 
drilling for fossil fuels such as proposed by ConocoPhillips in this 
plan. Evidence that seismic blasting harms marine life is growing. 
Research has shown that seismic blasting results in serious harm to a 
variety of marine life, from deafening whales and disrupting their 
feeding and migration, damaging the ability of southern rock lobster 
to function and navigate, and causing mortality in small fish and 
zooplankton. After seismic blasts, many zooplankton are found dead 
as far away as 1.2 kilometres from the blast site, and potentially 
further.(1) [University of Tasmania, 2023, New Research Reveals 
Impact Of Seismic Surveys On Zooplankton]. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) 
to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling (Appendix 
G) to determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed 
literature to determine relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. Marine seismic surveys are not within the 
scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As 
stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included 
within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 
geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation is conducted to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP). VSP produces impulsive sound 
and is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile 
Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling 
(SBP). Side-scan sonar (SSS) may also be used during geophysical surveys. Information collected using this 
technique is utilised by Geosciences Australia and many research institutes to map the seafloor. The geophysical 
surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-
case consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to 
them from a near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun 
array with a total volume of less than 1,000 cubic inches, resulting sound pressure levels of approximately 216 dB re 
1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). In comparison, seismic surveys involve wide-area, deep subsurface 
imaging which requires a larger volume airgun array for deep penetration with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic 
inches, resulting in SPL of approximately 238 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path 
lengths involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D and 3D marine seismic surveys which corresponds 
with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic source.  
https://appea.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CMST-Underwater-Sound-and-Vibration-from-Offshore-
Activities.pdf 
Impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess noise induced 
impacts on species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. permanent threshold shift) 
and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling 
report (Appendix G) SEL24h is a cumulative metric that reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 
hours based on the assumption that an animal is consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The 
corresponding SEL24h radii therefore represent a worst-case scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well 
as fish and turtles) would not stay in the same location for 24 hours. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h 
criteria does not mean that marine fauna travelling within the radius of the source will be injured, but rather that an 
animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with impairment if it remained in that location for 24 hours. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be 
managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance 
with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 
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m for injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the 
large natural spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine 
Region. If plankton species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, 
localised predicted impacts to plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain 
are retained in the water column for several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the 
seafloor to be consumed by opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 
2015). Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian Government entity who 
operate under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. The organisation work with industry, 
government and the research community to address Australia’s greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of 
data from works published by CSIRO, including Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered 
representative of the subject matter. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass 
Strait to central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, 
in IMAS 2011). There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues 
through all months with as many as three generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through 
the year coupled with its high growth rate means that Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound 
emissions, as stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is 
proposing only 6 exploration well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential 
recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of 
these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid 
replacement of the species, any impacts from short term activities are not expected have effects to krill are 
ecologically significant.   
 
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to this claim.  " 

503 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"The proposed start date for this seabed survey to commence is 
January 2024, with the earliest date for drilling to start being April 
2024, running through to December 2028. This four year period 
results in impacts on every species known to inhabit and migrate 
through the area, and those species will be affected by the 
associated vessel traffic, vertical seismic blasting and drilling 
proposed in whale habitat, calving grounds and Biologically 
Important Areas (BIA), threatening species listed on the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), and 
critical feeding, calving and migration routes. Specifically; 
- September through to December is known feeding period for the 
EPBC listed endangered blue whale, with January through to June 
being the peak feeding time for the blue whale. 
- October is calving period for the EPBC listed endangered southern 
right whale in this region, and they will be migrating through the OA 
and nominated area around these calving periods. 
- May - September is peak breeding and calving period for southern 
right whales in the Otway Basin. 
- November - May is feeding period for the sei whale, known in the 
area 
- November - May is feeding period for the minke whale, known in 
the area. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to marine mammals over the duration of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 
impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
Although the term of the EP is effectively 5 years (earliest start date for seabed surveys is 1 April 2024, drilling is 1 
October 2024, and end date for EP is 31 December 2028), the activity will not occur continuously over that period 
but will rather be conducted in shorter campaigns where by the two commitment wells are likely to be drilled 
consecutively over typically 30-40 days each, up to a maximum of 90 days each. The rig is then contracted to other 
titleholders to undertake discrete activities before returning to ConocoPhillips Australia’s operational areas to drill 
up to a maximum of 4 optional wells. Consequently, the actual drill time is predicted to be in the range of 180 to 
540 days, depending on the number of wells drilled (up to a maximum of 6) and the duration at each well (ranging 
from 30-90 days) over the term of the EP. The maximum 540 day campaign is similar in duration to previous 
continuous campaigns conducted in the Otway Basin.  
Information on the EPBC Act listing and seasonal presence of blue, southern right, sei and dwarf minke whales, as 
well as other species, is provided in section 4.6.9.2 of the EP, with relevant excerpts provided below: 
• Pygmy blue whales occupy the western area of the Bonney Upwelling system in the Eastern Great Australian Bight 
and adjacent to the Kangaroo Island canyons from November and December, then move south-east to the Bonney 
Upwelling system off eastern South Australia and Victoria (between Robe, SA and Cape Otway, Vic) from January to 
April and then decrease between May and June (Commonwealth of Australia 2015c). ConocoPhillips Australia 
commissioned aerial surveys along designated transects through T/49P and opportunistic sighting while traversing 
VIC/P79 from July to October 2021; and along designated transects through VIC/P79, along the shelf break 
between VIC/P79 and T/49P and along a transect through T/49P between August 2022 and May 2023 (Event ID: 
4145, Reg16b ID: 49; Event ID: 3480, Reg16b ID: 393). Key observations include: 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

 
Conducting vertical seismic blasting as part of test drilling during 
known periods of presence for these identified species, are very likely 
to lead to harm and disruption in navigation, feeding and breeding 
activities of cetaceans in the area." 

- The arrival of small numbers of blue whales, presumed to be PBWs, in the Otway Basin/western and central Bass 
Strait in September (two in T/49P in 2021) and October (two in T/49P in 2021, one in VIC/P79 in 2022 and two in 
central Bass Strait in 2022) 
- Peak numbers of blue whales within the survey area in March and April 2023, and 
- A significant decrease in blue whale numbers in May 2023. 
• For the southern right whale, the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined migration and 
reproduction BIAs for the species which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period stated as 
approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to September. However, the Draft National 
Recovery Plan for the Southern Right Whale states that Australian southern right whales predominantly occupy the 
coastal and breeding aggregation areas where they calve and nurse their young from May to October, although 
may occur as early as April and as late as November on the Australian coast. The peak period of abundance is 
typically in late July and August, although there is within season variability that differs between females with calves 
and unaccompanied whales (CoA 2022). Therefore, as a conservative estimate based on published data it is 
assumed that the southern right whale may be present anytime from May to October.  
• In an aerial survey conducted between 2002-2013 the sei whale was observed feeding 20–60 km offshore on the 
continental shelf in the Bonney Coast Upwelling between the summer and autumn months (November to May) 
(DoE 2022). Currently, there is no confirmed foraging BIAs that occur within Australia waters, however the sightings 
of individuals feeding in the Bonney Coast Upwelling may indicate that this area is used for opportunistic feeding. 
• In Australia the southern extent of the dwarf minke whale is approximately 41° S which runs through the Bass 
Strait between Tasmania and mainland Australia and a northern extent of 11° S which runs across the top of 
mainland Australia (DoE 2023). It is unlikely that the dwarf minke whale migrates to the Antarctic waters, however 
there is potential for an increase in range with warmer water extending southwards. Satellite tagging of the 
subspecies shows that they are likely to migrate along the east coast of Australia from an aggregation area in the 
Great Barrier Reef south as far as the Bass Strait (Birtles et al. 2015 cited in IUCN-MMPATF 2022). However, 
insufficient evidence is available as to how Australian dwarf minke whales use their habitat as no specific feeding or 
breeding grounds have been discovered off Australia (DoE 2023). 
The proposed operational areas do overlap the seasonally occupied blue whale foraging Biologically Important 
Areas (BIAs) (as shown in EP Figure 4-52), and southern right whale migration BIA (as shown in EP Figure 4-53), but 
do not overlap the southern right whale reproductive BIA (i.e. calving grounds). 
Impacts and risks to marine mammals have been assessed in EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-
Impulsive), 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions –Impulsive) and 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna). Measures to 
mitigate impacts are also detailed in these sections and in the Fauna Management Plan included in Appendix N of 
the EP that includes whale detection and measures to minimise anthropogenic threats to whales, associated with 
both resupply operations, i.e. when a vessel is on DP, and vessel strike for all species.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

504 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"ConocoPhillips’ EP does not include basic marine mammal spotter 
operations such as using spotter planes for cetaceans every day that 
vertical seismic blasting, marine bed surveys and drilling are 
proposed in order to provide a 10km sighting zone. At the very 
minimum ConocoPhillips must be required to use spotter planes for 
marine mammals, such as cetaceans, in these operational periods. 
Based on the failures to adequately avoid impacting cetaceans in the 
Operating Area this EP should be refused. 
 
This EP fails to provide information on the scale of these risks, and 
how they will be mitigated to protect these species from the proven 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures to 
minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating 
distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility 
controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well 
Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, the objective 
of aerial surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, prior to the commencement 
of the exploration program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan will be developed with input from a range 
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harm inflicted by such processes to cetaceans and other noise-
sensitive species in the area." 

of specialists to facilitate the implementation of the FMP on the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on 
aviation services and airfields are considered to be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the 
contractual arrangements for these services. 
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can 
guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various platforms, 
it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have identified that will be 
used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and 
acoustic detection. A designated detection area will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has 
been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from VSP operations 
which will have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs between April to the end of 
October. The use of MFOs as a technique for detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances 
are within the range observable by MMOs (effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right 
whale migration period, and only 1.5 km distance in total from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per 
the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will complement vessel-based operations. The largest Activity Action 
Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 
km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As detailed in FMP Section 3, whale observation 
and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, and a pre-
activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the information 
provided above, adequately address this claim." 

505 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"Based on modelling by ConocoPhillips of potential impacts of a Loss 
of Wellhead Control at any of the proposed 6 test drill sites, the 
entire coastal area of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA) is at risk from pollution and harm. This includes listed 
species that inhabit or migrate through the coastal areas of the 
TWWHA, and coastal areas of significant cultural value where 
aboriginal art and middens are recorded.  
 
This poses an unacceptable risk to the World Heritage values of the 
areas that ConocoPhillips have identified are at risk in multiple spill 
scenarios, with disastrous impacts on marine environments, coastal 
ecosystems and the cultural heritage values of beach middens and 
aboriginal artefacts in the area. 
 
These risks are unacceptable. ConocoPhillips has failed to provide 
sufficient information as to their mitigation measures that would 
prove ALARP has been met, and as a result this EP should be refused 
by NOPSEMA." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of 
risks to this area.  
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance of 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has been 
identified to be overlapped by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk assessment 
in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. The 
spill modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west coast of 
Tasmania may be contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would only be 
contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse ecological 
impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general ranged 
from 15 days up to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts the 
weathering of condensate, with the majority (approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 hours, 
with approximately 16 percent continuing to evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being considered 
persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is 
anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will evaporate, with the remainder 
weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-38 
(potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within Section 
7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures have been 
developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation with relevant 
persons and align with standard industry practices.  
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This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced 
to ALARP (as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

506 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The areas in which 6 proposed, yet undisclosed, drill locations could 
occur includes parts of the Zeehan Marine Park off the NW coast of 
Tasmania. The EP fails to provide any information on where these 
proposed drill sites will be or address the ecological significance of 
this Commonwealth Marine Park and the species known to inhabit it. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the unknown drill locations to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts and risks across the entire operational area were 
adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and 
risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges 
and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned 
above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example 
directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation 
of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased 
impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

507 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on the impacts that vertical 
seismic blasting that is proposed at each of the 6 test wells will have 
on noise sensitive animals, such as whales and dolphins. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding VSP impacts on cetaceans to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these impacts have been adequately assessed. 
 
EP Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound – Impulsive) provides a comprehensive assessment of the impacts associated 
with VSP, with additional detail provided in the noise modelling undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). EP Section 
6.7.2.1 states the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of Permanent Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold 
Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural 
threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS and TTS was predicted maximum distances of 330 m and 2.39 km 
(low-frequency cetaceans) and 60 m and 250 m (very high-frequency cetaceans), respectively over 24 hours of 
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activity from the sound source. The noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS was not reached for high-frequency 
cetaceans, which includes dolphins. Behavioural responses for all whales excluding the southern right whale were 
predicted within 1.5 km of the sound source. To assess the potential behavioural responses by migrating southern 
right whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category has been applied thereby increasing 
the protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for southern right whale calf-cow pairs were 
therefore predicted to increase from 1.5 km to 6.48 km from the sound source.  
Therefore, predicted impacts for all cetaceans (excluding the southern right whale) would be limited to a highly 
localised area of 2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. 
Predicted impacts to the southern right whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound source while infrequent, 
short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Impulsive sound production from VSP activities is anticipated to occur for 
approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells). 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of controls specific to VSP, such 
as the use of soft-start procedures and pre-activity whale detection surveys. The Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels 
in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

508 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP excludes any information on vessel traffic involved with 
supporting and supplying this project and does not provide details 
on risks and threats of associated vessel traffic to and from these 
proposed drill sites. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
scope of impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale of the petroleum 
activity.  
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted under the 
OPGGS Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the boundary of a petroleum 
title. All foreseeable potential impacts and risks from support vessels are assessed in Section 6 (Planned Impacts) 
and Section 7 (Unplanned Impacts / Risks) of the EP. Activities occurring outside the operational areas are governed 
under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant legislative requirements. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

509 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient information on risks to the marine 
park and its unique environmental values from drilling operation and 
any associated pollution that comes with these proposed drill sites 
will have on the species known to be in the area of the Zeehan 
Marine Park during projected operational periods. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high merit and 
have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and 
risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges 
and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
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Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned 
above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example 
directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation 
of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased 
impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

510 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP shows there is an unacceptable level of risk and impact on 
our marine parks, both from the immediate vertical seismic blasting, 
vessel traffic including the drill rig, drilling operations, and impact of 
hydrocarbon spills as shown in the EMBA map will have on the 
Zeehan Marine Park.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks and have reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how 
these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and 
risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges 
and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 
Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network 
Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for example 
directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, the evaluation 
of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to disproportionately increased 
impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 
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511 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The risks and impacts on the other state and Commonwealth Marine 
Parks that would be impacted as demonstrated in the EMBA 
modelling of any hydrocarbon spills from this proposal must be 
provided in more detail, specifically mitigation and clean up 
measures. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding measures to mitigate risks associated with spills to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project specific 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and provides 
details on response strategies that may be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill. ConocoPhillips 
Australia also has a membership with AMOSC, as specified within Section 5 within the OPEP, which ensures 24/7 
access to trained oil spill responders and specialised equipment to allow for a rapid response and to mitigate the 
potential consequences of a spill.  
AMOSC was commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a 
Shoreline Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identify specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and 
the most suitable response strategy to be deployed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

512 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

Marine Parks should be wholly protected from all new exploration 
and mining activities for fossil fuels, and based on the real and 
present risks to Marine Parks from test drilling demonstrated in this 
EP, NOPSEMA should refuse ConocoPhillips' EP. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding protections for marine parks to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these have been appropriately considered. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing 
those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values 
of the area.  
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure 
and works, among others. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation with the Director of 
National Parks as the authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine Park in accordance with 
their consultation guideline:  Guidance note - Petroleum Activities and Australian Marine Parks.pdf 
(nopsema.gov.au) 
The EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 
4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to 
avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out 
Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 
Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor 
Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive 
Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control measures 
are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the predicted 
environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with the South-east 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network 
Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

513 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 

The Environment that may Be Affected (EMBA) for this project shows 
vast areas would be harmed by any spills or incidents during 
proposed operations from the projected 6 drilling sites. As well as 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential impacts associated with a loss of well control 
(LOWC) event from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment 
Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate level of assessment.  
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4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

any time vessels are in the area preparing for vertical seismic 
blasting, refuelling, resupplying or in transit. This includes 34 
threatened and migratory species identified as having important 
habitat that overlaps with either the OA of the two project locations 
and/or the EMBA. 

 
As described in EP Sections 4.1 (Environment that May be Affected (EMBA) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling), the 
environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
EMBA) represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical marine diesel oil spills and 1400 hypothetical loss of 
well control events which are modelled under various realistic metocean conditions, across all seasons, from 
representative drilling locations. Modelled simulations provide an informed estimate of where the oil might go if 
nothing is done to respond and allows the prediction of possible effects, with the modelling report presented in EP 
Appendix E. The resultant EMBA does not represent the spatial extent from any single spill, but rather the 
cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds 
used are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The 
spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA.  
EP Section 4.6 (Ecological Environment), provides the key sources of information for the species and ecosystems 
that may be present in the EMBA which are obtained via the EPBC Act Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) and 
the Species Profile and Threats (SPRAT) databases, as well as the South-East Commonwealth Marine Reserves 
Network Management Plan 2013-23 (DNP 2013) and the Temperate East Marine Reserve Network Management 
Plan 2018 (DNP 2018). A copy of the PMST is provided in Appendix B. These sources provide information on the 
most up-to-date protection status, distribution, and sensitivity of these species. Extensive information on the 
physical, ecological, socio-economic and cultural features and conservation values and sensitivities within the 
EMBA is provided in EP Chapter 4.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

514 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide comprehensive information on the impacts of 
this project and modelled spills on World Heritage Areas, Ramsar 
areas, National Parks, State Marine Parks, Indigenous Protected 
Areas, Wilderness Zone, Key Ecological Features that would be 
impacted by the modelled hydrocarbon spills, and other impacts 
from vessel movements and drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the provision of information relating to the ecological 
environment which may be effected by oil spill impacts to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that comprehensive information is provided to inform impact and risk assessment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified the particular values and sensitivities that may be impacted in the extremely 
unlikely event of an oil spill, as per the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and 
the Environment Regulations (EP Sections 7.6.4 and 7.7.4).  The identification of these values and sensitivities is 
derived from the associated spill modelling of the worst-case scenario (i.e. EMBA). This includes: 
• Listed threatened species and ecological communities,  
• Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements),  
• Values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment,  
• Values of World heritage properties, 
• Values of National heritage places, 
• Ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland, and 
• Other values including social, economic and cultural values. 
  
The particular features which contribute to the conservation value of an area (e.g. cetaceans within Marine Parks) 
have been assessed separately within the risk assessment chapter. ConocoPhillips Australia utilised the latest 
literature to assess the potential impacts to these individual values and subsequently the conservation areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impacts and risks relevant to these values and sensitivities within the 
EMBA have been adequately assessed within relevant chapters. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implement the control measures outlined in Section 7.7 which have 
been designed to mitigate against the likelihood of a LOWC event occurring and to lower the impacts on the 
environment if a LOWC event were to occur. The EP also includes control measures and performance standards 
within Section 7.8 that will be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a spill to ensure a rapid response and 
that further impacts are lowered and avoided where possible.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers these control measures appropriate for the activity and have aligned with 
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standard industry practice to ensure potential impacts from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are managed 
and reduced to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

515 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The entire footprint of the EMBA modelling on where oil/gas spill 
would impact, contains Biologically Important Areas for EPBC listed 
species, which must be provided for public consultation and 
comment. Despite the level of threat to many species and 
ecosystems, a detailed map showing proposed drill sites that would 
inform the extent of a proposed spill and ALARP measurements of 
these threats is not available in this EP. ConocoPhillips needs to 
supply clear information on this critical matter of a test drilling 
project to allow fully informed public comment on the EP. Based on 
this lack of information that is the centerpiece of the entire project, 
this EP should be refused by NOPSEMA. The EP by ConocoPhillips 
must be refused based on the failure to provide adequate 
information that is comprehensive and comprehensible to allow 
public comment on this proposal 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the location of the wells in relation to the potential extent 
of an oil spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is appropriate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to prevent a spill from occurring and is not ‘proposing’ a spill. Even though the 
likelihood of a spill occurring is extremely remote, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the consequences 
of credible worst-case spills and demonstrate preparedness and capability to respond.   
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program EMBA), represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills and 1400 
hypothetical loss of well control events. The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial extent from any single 
spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note 
that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, 
or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling to be highly conservative, showing the fullest 
potential spatial extent of the risks and potential impacts for assessment.   
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – 
for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at 
locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water 
depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the 
modelling is appropriate for drilling in any location within the Operational Areas.   
Furthermore, the control measures developed to mitigate impacts or risks associated with the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program have been developed based on the worst-case scenarios for each impact and risk. It is important 
to note that the modelling produced a baseline EMBA that does not consider the strict control measures in place to 
prevent these types of events from occurring, or to minimise the extent of any impact.  Control measures that are 
required to be in place for the duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to mitigate against the potential 
for a spill are provided within Tables 7-26, 7-39 and 9-1 of the EP, and in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 
included in EP Appendix I. 
Detailed maps showing Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the EMBA, these are provided through-out EP 
Section 4.6 for the relevant species. Impacts to species, including those with Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) 
within the low threshold EMBA, are assessed in Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of MDO release on fish), 7-21 (Potential 
risk of MDO release on birds), 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and Tables 7-33 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on fish), 7-34 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on birds), 7-35 (Potential 
risk of LOWC condensate release on marine mammals). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

516 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

AMCS recognises the ongoing cultural connection to Sea Country 
practised by First Nations peoples in the communities connected to 
the oceans in which this proposal is targeted. There has been a 
failure of the proponents to properly consult with representatives 
from Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective (SOPEC), 
founded by Gunditjmara people to protect Southern Ocean Sea 
Country, their whale ancestors and kin. Whale species including 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge the claim regarding the adequacy of consultation with First Nations peoples 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement process was 
adequately detailed and described. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the Environment 
Regulations as outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2. This has included consultation with First Nations 
groups identified as relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
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Koontapool, southern right whale, and Wuuloc, the pygmy blue 
whale, are sacred to the Gunditjmara and hold significance in their 
cultural practices. 

In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP under section 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia adopted a 
tailored approach to consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline: 
Consultation in the course of preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. First 
Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations groups and 
individuals and is outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, documents each of the 
45 identified First Nations relevant persons (including Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective and Gunditj 
Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation), the rationale for engagement, and details of the invitation to 
participate in the co-design of culturally appropriate consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter have been 
acknowledged in writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the start of 
consultation in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear sheets, for example 
August 23 National Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, including First 
Nations Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their networks of followers as 
demonstrated in the post by Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website at 
https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 that included the SOPEC video of the 
Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled Backgrounder on 
ConocoPhillips plans in South West Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the permit areas (VIC/P79, T/49P), 
and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify authorities, individuals and organisations who may 
have functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration drilling program”. The post 
also encouraged all Followers to participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by registering as relevant 
persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and waterways, and 
their ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea Country and the marine 
environment that is held by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First Nations 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired to date through 
desktop research and information-sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners during conversations on Country 
(detailed in Appendix D of the EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks to 
the marine environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity and associated impacts 
and risks has been made available in information sheets, project updates, a Preliminary Environmental Impact Risk 
Assessment, draft EP Chapters and the EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program (CM05) and will seek to partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities 
with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to co-design and co-implement control measures to 
protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
 
Additional understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities was acquired through a further literature 
review of Sea Country and proactive monitoring of SOPEC’s social media, where the ongoing Citizens Protection 
Declaration campaign was launched on 16 February 2023. On this basis, ConocoPhillips Australia has expanded the 
definition of Sea Country in the EP in 4.8.2 to include acknowledgement of Dreaming ancestors." 

517 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 

In the modelling provided by ConocoPhillips of what areas would be 
affected by a hydrocarbon spill, it shows that the Gunditjmara people 
could be excluded from their coastal lands and sea country for any 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill risks to cultural heritage values and sensitivities to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately identified 
and assessed. 
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4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

duration of a spill. If this spill were to take place during the southern 
right whale calving period from Oct to Nov, this would negatively 
impact the ability for people to undertake cultural practices of 
welcoming Kontapool (the southern right whale) back to Sea Country 
for their calving times. It would also harm southern right whales and 
potentially stop them from being able to calve in these waters 
without facing harm. 

 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (see Figures 7-4, 7-5 and 7-6) does not in any way represent the 
extent of any single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. 
The geographical extent of an individual spill would be much smaller and would not exclude First Nations People in 
multiple states from their Sea Country in the highly unlikely event of a LOWC. As described in detail in EP Sections 
7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), 
ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be 
representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the 
coast and continental slope. 
As stated in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals), the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined 
migration and reproduction BIAs for the southern right whale which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the 
migration period stated as approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to September 
(i.e. calving period).  
Potential impacts to southern right whales, and associated cultural values, from a marine diesel oil release are 
detailed in EP Section 7.6.5, Tables 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) and 7-25 (Potential risk 
of MDO release on coastal habitats and communities) which predict short-term and localised impacts; with no 
population level, long-term or permanent changes predicted. Controls are in place for all vessels engaged in Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program activities to reduce the risk of vessel collision and limit the total volume of MDO 
released. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Potential impacts to southern right whales from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Section 7.7.5, Table 7-
35 (Potential risk of LOWC on marine mammals) which predicts the potential for interaction with southern right 
whales but not to the extent that they would impede the recovery of this species. Potential impacts to cultural 
values from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Table 7-38 (Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and 
communities) which predicts that, although no long-term or permanent changes to the marine environment or 
coastal sites and places are expected, it is considered that the visual presence of floating oil or shoreline oil 
accumulations may impact Sea Country at a spiritual level and that these impacts could affect culturally important 
activities such as mutton-birding, or affect totem fauna. Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC 
event to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential 
environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Emergency spill response capability will be maintained in accordance with the NOPSEMA Accepted Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (OPEP – CM13). 
In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include integration 
with local, national and international response organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist 
equipment and engagement with First Nations people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of 
identified areas of importance, as described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

518 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP must be refused as it fails Article 32, Item 2 of the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2) [UN, 2018, 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples]. The 
introduction of the Protecting the Spirit of Sea Country Bill 2023 (3) 
[Parliament of Australia, 2023, Protecting the Spirit of Sea Country 
Bill 2023] into the Australian Parliament in August of 2023 further 
demonstrates this EP has not met the basic needs for First Nations 
and Sea Country Traditional Owner consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the UN Declaration on the right of Indigenous Peoples to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these rights were adequately reflected. 
 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “addresses both individual and collective rights, cultural 
rights and identity, rights to education, health and employment, language, and others. It outlaws discrimination 
against indigenous people and promotes their full and effective participation in all matters that concern them.  It 
also ensures their right to remain distinct and to pursue their own priorities in economic, social and cultural 
development”.  The Declaration “explicitly encourages harmonious and cooperative relations between States and 
indigenous peoples” (United Nations, 2007).   
However, Australia’s support for the Declaration does not make it law in Australia (Source: Australian Human Rights 
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Commission at https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-
justice/projects/un-declaration-rights) 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the enduring and unique connection to land and waters that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples have, and we celebrate their ongoing contributions to Australia’s political, economic 
and social landscapes.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impact of colonisation, public policy, racial discrimination and prejudice 
has had a major effect on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and that many continue to face 
disadvantages as well as prejudice and racism as a result. Through the implementation of our Reconciliation Action 
Plan, our organisation is seeking to understand, identify, and ultimately remove systems and processes that create 
a barrier to participation and instead, engage and create opportunities. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program that will ensure Indigenous knowledge and concerns inform the risk management process for the 
protection of heritage and the marine environment. The Cultural Heritage Protection Program measure (CM05) has 
been adopted.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of priorities 
and measures to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations cultural heritage 
advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to ensure 
cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
This commitment aligns with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which states 
“Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights, 
through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and 
develop their own indigenous decision-making institutions”. 
 
No further changes were made to the EP as a result of this claim." 

519 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

I ask that NOPSEMA refuse the EP by ConocoPhillips to conduct test 
drilling for gas in the Otway Basin as it poses unacceptable harm to 
our oceans, marine life and coastal communities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to the ocean, marine life and coastal communities 
associated with the Otway Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway Exploration 
Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden would be required to 
influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity being anything other than short-
term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 
(Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from these activities. This is not the legal standard in 
Australia and is not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. 
Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. 
Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, 
government advice, and are considerate of the information gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the previously 
defined acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP 
demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and that the EP 
meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response 
to these claims." 

520 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 

This EP is not complete, as it fails to provide comprehensive and 
comprehensible information to make an informed decision on the 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the demonstration of ALARP to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Section 
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5123, 5091, 
4945, 4977, 
4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 
5096, 4950 

mitigation measures detailed which do not meet the standards to 
prove the risks have been reduced to meet the ALARP criteria. 

6 and 7, to ensure information about the decisions to adopt or reject control measures are clear.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control 
measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks arising 
from the activity to ALARP. The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for 
example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the 
effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information 
on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of 
detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and scale of the residual impact or risk, the 
degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; and is of a similar level of detail to 
previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control measure 
and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not 
simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails to 
consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments also 
point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has catered 
for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-disciplinary team to 
provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were made available to support 
the consultation process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on 
adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced throughout the EP. 
 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and adoption 
or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in response to 
this claim." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4972 26/11/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5046 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission and extending meeting offer. Requested response to arrange suitable time. 
5081 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to follow up on offer to discuss their submission. 
5085 20/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual replying to previous correspondence regarding public comment submission and offer of a meeting.  

 
Summary of information received: 
• Individual is comfortable with the submission, restated reasons of objection and did not express desire to discuss further. 

5086 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual replying to previous correspondence thanking them and acknowledging their response and desire for no further 
discussion. 

 



– ORG ID 626 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Public Comment. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Dixon  is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with  Dixon  began following a public comment submission that contained a function, interest or activity that may be affected by the activity. Following their 
submission, ConocoPhillips Australia contacted the relevant person inviting them to engage further.  Dixon did not provide any assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims outside 
of public comment. 

Consultation process 
Following ’s public comment submission, ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on their preferred consultation method of consultation and communicated by email (Event ID(s) 5052; 5076; 
5087) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID 6288).  advised that their public comment submission was sufficient and did not wish to discuss further (Event ID 5084). ConocoPhillips 
Australia has not received any further direct correspondence from  Dixon . 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5052). 
 
Public comment period 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from , with 25 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table 
below (Event ID 4977). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the 30-day public comment period, accessed the published Environment Plan via NOPSEMA’s consultation hub to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above.  
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period  

 self-identified during the public comment 30-day period. She was then contacted on the 8 February 2024 with an invitation to engage further.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
  



 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

496 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The proposal to conduct test drilling for gas exploration in our oceans 
between Tasmania and Victoria will cause direct harm to ocean 
ecosystems, marine life and exacerbate climate change.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts, and their mitigation, associated with 
the Otway Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from 
the Otway Exploration Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar 
evidentiary burden would be required to influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the 
effects of this activity being anything other than short-term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP 
Chapters 6 (Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact 
are established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and 
are considerate of the information gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the 
previously defined acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will 
determine if the EP demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an 
acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse 
Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

497 4935, 5104, 
4957, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 

The proposed 6 test drilling wells, and associated vertical seismic blasting 
at each well, are stepping stones to fossil gas extraction. Such plans are 
incompatible with global efforts to limit warming to 1.5oC. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the concerns about the future potential for 
natural gas extraction to be of low merit.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas as part of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program . The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
NOPSEMA have provided an overview of the offshore petroleum lifecycle: A653855.pdf 



4939, 5096, 
4950 

(nopsema.gov.au). This document explains the staged approach taken by offshore developments, 
whereby the impacts and risks of each stage are assessed. ConocoPhillips Australia is at the exploratory 
'Drilling' stage, and may not find commercially viable quantities of gas. Depending on the outcome of 
exploration drilling, we may proceed to the 'Design' stage, whereby we would undertake detailed 
design work to make an informed decision on whether or not to proceed into development and 
production. Prior to proceeding into development and production, we are required to prepare and 
submit an Offshore Project Proposal to NOPSEMA to allow a decision on the environmental 
acceptability of the project on a whole of life-cycle basis. This will include a detailed greenhouse gas 
inventory across all project phases including the extraction and use of hydrocarbons, assessment of 
potential environmental impacts and risks arising from greenhouse gas emissions and climate change, 
and further consultation with relevant persons and a public comment period.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

498 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP submitted to NOPSEMA by ConocoPhillips is lacking in sufficient 
detail on the locations of the 6 proposed test drilling locations, and 
associated vessel movements in state and commonwealth waters. As a 
result this EP fails to provide adequate details of the risks and mitigation 
measures for impacts on noted endangered species, such as blue and 
southern right whales in the area, in a way that fulfils the ability to 
understand if risks have been mitigated to As Low As Reasonably 
Practicable (ALARP) requirements. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding undefined drilling locations and vessel 
movements associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit. 
 
As explained in detail in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of This Environment Plan), ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with petroleum tittles 
VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and 
drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. The precautionary approach taken assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control 
measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as 
reasonably practicable. Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed 
activities allows for the full consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and 
temporal extents on one occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden 
when compared to the alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of 
specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full 
extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST 
search within a sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey 
activities. Further, the assessment process assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the 
closest location, or location that results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant sensitive 
areas, such as Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with 
mitigation measures being applied at any location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of 
interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting 
other locations. 
Regarding oil spill modelling, as described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine 
diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia 
contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all 
potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast 
and continental slope. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate 
for drilling in any location within the Operational Areas.  
EP Chapter 2 (Description of the Activity) provides a suitable description of the activity, in that it clearly 
states ConocoPhillips Australia are proposing to drill a maximum of 6 exploration wells and this is the 
maximum number of wells for which approval is being sought under this EP.  
As also explained in EP Section 1.4, vessels transiting to or from the operational areas are operating 
under the Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012 and are not performing a petroleum activity whilst 
outside the operational areas. Impacts and risks associated with vessels operating within the 
Commonwealth waters of the operational areas are assessed throughout the EP, for example, EP 
Section 6.9 (Planned Operational Discharges) and 7.4 (Interactions with Marine Fauna). 



 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

499 4972, 5104, 
4957, 4935, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

Not having detailed information on where the gas drilling sites will be 
located, and the specific type of drill rig to be used, and its ability to 
rapidly deploy mitigation measures in the event of a Loss of Wellhead 
Control, should result in this EP being refused. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the drilling sites and type of rig in relation to 
extremely unlikely spill events to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risk. 
 
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill 
Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct 
modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within 
the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. 
Consequently, the analysis of risk and response plans, which are based on modelled outcomes, are 
considered appropriate for all possible drilling locations within the operational areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on the response strategies to be implemented in the 
extremely unlikely event of a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the primary response 
plan, the Oil Spill Emergency Plan (OPEP), is included in EP Appendix I. 
Details on the type of drill rig proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are included in EP 
Chapter 2, specifically Table 2-5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean 
Equinox)). Further, ConocoPhillips Australia provided confirmation of the selected rig in the August 
2023 Project Update, emailed to relevant persons and made publicly available on the consultation hub. 
Detailed information on spill response activities is provided in EP Section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

500 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on what measures will be taken to 
avoid harming marine life, and enforceable measures to ensure that the 
key ecological features and threatened species in these areas will not be 
harmed. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the measures that will be taken to avoid harming 
marine life and key ecological features to be of high merit and has reviewed the methodology in 
Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Chapters 6 and 7, to ensure 
information provided on control measures is clear.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable 
control measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the 
impacts and risks arising from the activity to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP). The 
demonstrations have been made systematically and include information on, for example, technical 
feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the 
effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More 
information on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP 
Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and 
scale of the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness 
of controls; and is of a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and 
other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS), against which the environmental performance of the 
titleholder is to be measured during the activity, and Measurement Criteria, that will allow the 
titleholder and NOPSEMA to determine if the performance outcomes and performance standards have 
been met, have been developed for each control measure and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 
(Environmental Performance). Compliance with the EPS is measured on an ongoing basis and is 
enforceable. 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. 
This is not simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This 
view of ALARP fails to consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already 
adopted. Other comments also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and 
has catered for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a 



multi-disciplinary team to provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP 
chapters were made available to support the consultation process, and input was invited into 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced 
throughout the EP. 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP 
and adoption or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP 
Status) in response to these claims." 

501 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The information provided in this EP has broken up each potential risk and 
harm into disaggregated possibilities and mitigations, which fails to 
consider and detail the cumulative impacts of harms from sound pollution, 
light pollution, hydrocarbon spills and effects of flaring gas from these 6 
proposed drill sites. This EP needs to be refused outright as the impacts to 
our ocean environment and marine life have not been adequately mapped 
or detailed, or adequate information on measures to mitigate impact. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP 
Chapter 5, includes an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, as 
successive, additive or synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with material 
impacts on the environment that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales 
(NOPSEMA Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-GL1721 A524696, Dec 2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated 
with the activity, as part of the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed in 
conjunction with other aspects and with other significant activities or projects, result in material impacts 
that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales. These aspects have been 
analysed in the cumulative impact assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
Regarding underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
involved the assessment of a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the 
cumulative impact of multiple continuous sound sources in close proximity, as described in EP Section 
6.6.1.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cumulative impact assessment is commensurate to the 
magnitude of impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and other reasonably 
foreseeable activities and projects within the region. 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

502 4957, 5104, 
4935, 4972, 
4945, 4977, 
4936, 5091, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 4950, 
5096 

The marine life of our south east oceans are unique and under increasing 
threat from the expansion of the offshore oil and gas industry, including 
through vertical seismic blasting exploration and drilling for fossil fuels 
such as proposed by ConocoPhillips in this plan. Evidence that seismic 
blasting harms marine life is growing. Research has shown that seismic 
blasting results in serious harm to a variety of marine life, from deafening 
whales and disrupting their feeding and migration, damaging the ability of 
southern rock lobster to function and navigate, and causing mortality in 
small fish and zooplankton. After seismic blasts, many zooplankton are 
found dead as far away as 1.2 kilometres from the blast site, and potentially 
further.(1) [University of Tasmania, 2023, New Research Reveals Impact Of 
Seismic Surveys On Zooplankton]. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts from impulsive noise emissions 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on marine life to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling 
(Appendix G) to determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using 
peer reviewed literature to determine relevant threshold values in Chapter 6.6 and 6.7. Marine seismic 
surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 
conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often 
misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 
• Downhole formation is conducted to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. 
The evaluation is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP). VSP 
produces impulsive sound and is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a 
maximum of 6 wells).  
• Geophysical surveys are conducted to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of 
the Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by 
sub-bottom profiling (SBP). Side-scan sonar (SSS) may also be used during geophysical surveys. 
Information collected using this technique is utilised by Geosciences Australia and many research 
institutes to map the seafloor. The geophysical surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential 
well location (maximum of 9 locations).   
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine 
the worst-case consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and 



transmitting to them from a near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine 
environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of less than 1,000 cubic inches, resulting 
sound pressure levels of approximately 216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). In 
comparison, seismic surveys involve wide-area, deep subsurface imaging which requires a larger 
volume airgun array for deep penetration with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic inches, resulting in 
SPL of approximately 238 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path lengths 
involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D and 3D marine seismic surveys which 
corresponds with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic source.  
https://appea.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CMST-Underwater-Sound-and-Vibration-from-
Offshore-Activities.pdf 
Impulsive underwater sound emissions have associated effect thresholds which are used to assess noise 
induced impacts on species and take into consideration the potential for permanent injury (i.e. 
permanent threshold shift) and ‘accumulated dose’ (i.e. SEL24h) related to the nature of noise 
exposures. As detailed in the Noise Modelling report (Appendix G) SEL24h is a cumulative metric that 
reflects the dosimetric impact of noise levels within 24 hours based on the assumption that an animal is 
consistently exposed to such noise levels at a fixed position. The corresponding SEL24h radii therefore 
represent a worst-case scenario. More realistically, marine mammals (as well as fish and turtles) would 
not stay in the same location for 24 hours. Therefore, a reported radius for SEL24h criteria does not 
mean that marine fauna travelling within the radius of the source will be injured, but rather that an 
animal could be exposed to the sound level associated with impairment if it remained in that location 
for 24 hours. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
 
The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly 
localised (≤50 m for injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional 
scale when considering the large natural spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and 
spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton species are impacted, noting modelling 
of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted impacts to plankton do not 
remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained in the water column 
for several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be consumed by 
opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, 
impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted. 
The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is an Australian 
Government entity who operate under the provisions of the Science and Industry Research act 1949. 
The organisation work with industry, government and the research community to address Australia’s 
greatest challenges. Therefore, the utilisation of data from works published by CSIRO, including 
Richardson et al. 2017, is deemed acceptable as it is considered representative of the subject matter. 
Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast 
through Bass Strait to central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 
1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 2011). There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late 
autumn, but reproduction continues through all months with as many as three generations produced 
each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled with its high growth rate means that 
Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 
Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive 
sound emissions, as stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips 
Australia is proposing only 6 exploration well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly 
smaller area of potential recoverable injury from the VSP source, i.e. within 50 m of the source at each 
location for the short duration of these activities (maximum of 20 hours per well). Considering the 
localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short 



term activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   
 
Additional information on the life cycle of krill has been added to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to this 
claim.  " 

503 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"The proposed start date for this seabed survey to commence is January 
2024, with the earliest date for drilling to start being April 2024, running 
through to December 2028. This four year period results in impacts on 
every species known to inhabit and migrate through the area, and those 
species will be affected by the associated vessel traffic, vertical seismic 
blasting and drilling proposed in whale habitat, calving grounds and 
Biologically Important Areas (BIA), threatening species listed on the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), 
and critical feeding, calving and migration routes. Specifically; 
- September through to December is known feeding period for the EPBC 
listed endangered blue whale, with January through to June being the 
peak feeding time for the blue whale. 
- October is calving period for the EPBC listed endangered southern right 
whale in this region, and they will be migrating through the OA and 
nominated area around these calving periods. 
- May - September is peak breeding and calving period for southern right 
whales in the Otway Basin. 
- November - May is feeding period for the sei whale, known in the area 
- November - May is feeding period for the minke whale, known in the 
area. 
 
Conducting vertical seismic blasting as part of test drilling during known 
periods of presence for these identified species, are very likely to lead to 
harm and disruption in navigation, feeding and breeding activities of 
cetaceans in the area." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to marine mammals over the duration 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
Although the term of the EP is effectively 5 years (earliest start date for seabed surveys is 1 April 2024, 
drilling is 1 October 2024, and end date for EP is 31 December 2028), the activity will not occur 
continuously over that period but will rather be conducted in shorter campaigns where by the two 
commitment wells are likely to be drilled consecutively over typically 30-40 days each, up to a 
maximum of 90 days each. The rig is then contracted to other titleholders to undertake discrete 
activities before returning to ConocoPhillips Australia’s operational areas to drill up to a maximum of 4 
optional wells. Consequently, the actual drill time is predicted to be in the range of 180 to 540 days, 
depending on the number of wells drilled (up to a maximum of 6) and the duration at each well 
(ranging from 30-90 days) over the term of the EP. The maximum 540 day campaign is similar in 
duration to previous continuous campaigns conducted in the Otway Basin.  
Information on the EPBC Act listing and seasonal presence of blue, southern right, sei and dwarf minke 
whales, as well as other species, is provided in section 4.6.9.2 of the EP, with relevant excerpts provided 
below: 
• Pygmy blue whales occupy the western area of the Bonney Upwelling system in the Eastern Great 
Australian Bight and adjacent to the Kangaroo Island canyons from November and December, then 
move south-east to the Bonney Upwelling system off eastern South Australia and Victoria (between 
Robe, SA and Cape Otway, Vic) from January to April and then decrease between May and June 
(Commonwealth of Australia 2015c). ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned aerial surveys along 
designated transects through T/49P and opportunistic sighting while traversing VIC/P79 from July to 
October 2021; and along designated transects through VIC/P79, along the shelf break between VIC/P79 
and T/49P and along a transect through T/49P between August 2022 and May 2023 (Event ID: 4145, 
Reg16b ID: 49; Event ID: 3480, Reg16b ID: 393). Key observations include: 
- The arrival of small numbers of blue whales, presumed to be PBWs, in the Otway Basin/western and 
central Bass Strait in September (two in T/49P in 2021) and October (two in T/49P in 2021, one in 
VIC/P79 in 2022 and two in central Bass Strait in 2022) 
- Peak numbers of blue whales within the survey area in March and April 2023, and 
- A significant decrease in blue whale numbers in May 2023. 
• For the southern right whale, the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has spatially defined 
migration and reproduction BIAs for the species which occur within the EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the 
migration period stated as approximately April to October and reproductive period stated as May to 
September. However, the Draft National Recovery Plan for the Southern Right Whale states that 
Australian southern right whales predominantly occupy the coastal and breeding aggregation areas 
where they calve and nurse their young from May to October, although may occur as early as April and 
as late as November on the Australian coast. The peak period of abundance is typically in late July and 
August, although there is within season variability that differs between females with calves and 
unaccompanied whales (CoA 2022). Therefore, as a conservative estimate based on published data it is 
assumed that the southern right whale may be present anytime from May to October.  
• In an aerial survey conducted between 2002-2013 the sei whale was observed feeding 20–60 km 
offshore on the continental shelf in the Bonney Coast Upwelling between the summer and autumn 
months (November to May) (DoE 2022). Currently, there is no confirmed foraging BIAs that occur 
within Australia waters, however the sightings of individuals feeding in the Bonney Coast Upwelling 
may indicate that this area is used for opportunistic feeding. 
• In Australia the southern extent of the dwarf minke whale is approximately 41° S which runs through 



the Bass Strait between Tasmania and mainland Australia and a northern extent of 11° S which runs 
across the top of mainland Australia (DoE 2023). It is unlikely that the dwarf minke whale migrates to 
the Antarctic waters, however there is potential for an increase in range with warmer water extending 
southwards. Satellite tagging of the subspecies shows that they are likely to migrate along the east 
coast of Australia from an aggregation area in the Great Barrier Reef south as far as the Bass Strait 
(Birtles et al. 2015 cited in IUCN-MMPATF 2022). However, insufficient evidence is available as to how 
Australian dwarf minke whales use their habitat as no specific feeding or breeding grounds have been 
discovered off Australia (DoE 2023). 
The proposed operational areas do overlap the seasonally occupied blue whale foraging Biologically 
Important Areas (BIAs) (as shown in EP Figure 4-52), and southern right whale migration BIA (as shown 
in EP Figure 4-53), but do not overlap the southern right whale reproductive BIA (i.e. calving grounds). 
Impacts and risks to marine mammals have been assessed in EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound 
Emissions – Non-Impulsive), 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions –Impulsive) and 7.4 (Interaction with 
Marine Fauna). Measures to mitigate impacts are also detailed in these sections and in the Fauna 
Management Plan included in Appendix N of the EP that includes whale detection and measures to 
minimise anthropogenic threats to whales, associated with both resupply operations, i.e. when a vessel 
is on DP, and vessel strike for all species.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

504 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"ConocoPhillips’ EP does not include basic marine mammal spotter 
operations such as using spotter planes for cetaceans every day that 
vertical seismic blasting, marine bed surveys and drilling are proposed in 
order to provide a 10km sighting zone. At the very minimum 
ConocoPhillips must be required to use spotter planes for marine 
mammals, such as cetaceans, in these operational periods. Based on the 
failures to adequately avoid impacting cetaceans in the Operating Area this 
EP should be refused. 
 
This EP fails to provide information on the scale of these risks, and how 
they will be mitigated to protect these species from the proven harm 
inflicted by such processes to cetaceans and other noise-sensitive species 
in the area." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding detections methods used to locate cetaceans to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that methods have been 
adequately considered. 
 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific 
measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of 
increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific 
activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for operational activities 
in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, 
the objective of aerial surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, 
prior to the commencement of the exploration program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan 
will be developed with input from a range of specialists to facilitate the implementation of the FMP on 
the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on aviation services and airfields are considered to 
be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the contractual arrangements for these services. 
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one 
method can guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques 
across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques 
ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include 
Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area 
will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each 
activity (i.e., seabed surveys, drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from 
VSP operations which will have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs 
between April to the end of October. The use of MFOs as a technique for detection is considered 
appropriate given the observation distances are within the range observable by MMOs (effectively 3 km 
either side of a surveying vessel during southern right whale migration period, and only 1.5 km distance 
in total from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per the FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic 
detection will complement vessel-based operations. The largest Activity Action Zones to occur during 
MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 km and 23 



km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. As detailed in FMP Section 3, whale observation 
and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, 
and a pre-activity detection survey will occur prior to commencement of specific activities.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, along with the 
information provided above, adequately address this claim." 

505 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

"Based on modelling by ConocoPhillips of potential impacts of a Loss of 
Wellhead Control at any of the proposed 6 test drill sites, the entire coastal 
area of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) is at risk 
from pollution and harm. This includes listed species that inhabit or 
migrate through the coastal areas of the TWWHA, and coastal areas of 
significant cultural value where aboriginal art and middens are recorded.  
 
This poses an unacceptable risk to the World Heritage values of the areas 
that ConocoPhillips have identified are at risk in multiple spill scenarios, 
with disastrous impacts on marine environments, coastal ecosystems and 
the cultural heritage values of beach middens and aboriginal artefacts in 
the area. 
 
These risks are unacceptable. ConocoPhillips has failed to provide sufficient 
information as to their mitigation measures that would prove ALARP has 
been met, and as a result this EP should be refused by NOPSEMA." 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness 
World Heritage Area (TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 
be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided 
allows for an appropriate analysis of risks to this area.  
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the 
importance of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of 
the TWWHA has been identified to be overlapped by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) 
and is included in the risk assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal 
edge. The spill modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC 
the west coast of Tasmania may be contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of 
the coastline would only be contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on previous literature, is not 
expected to cause adverse ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold 
(<50 g/m2) may contact this shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in 
general ranged from 15 days up to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling 
also predicts the weathering of condensate, with the majority (approximately 83%) predicted to 
evaporate within the first 24 hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to evaporate at a slower 
rate and only 1 percent being considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical 
weather conditions for the Otway region. Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, 
the majority of the condensate will evaporate, with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the 
coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP 
Table 7-38 (potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been 
identified within Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon 
release. These measures have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill 
response specialists, after consultation with relevant persons and align with standard industry practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
are reduced to ALARP (as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

506 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The areas in which 6 proposed, yet undisclosed, drill locations could occur 
includes parts of the Zeehan Marine Park off the NW coast of Tasmania. 
The EP fails to provide any information on where these proposed drill sites 
will be or address the ecological significance of this Commonwealth 
Marine Park and the species known to inhabit it. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the unknown drill locations to be of high merit 
and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts and risks across the entire 
operational area were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities 
by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an 
unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the 
Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental 
protection and effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP 



has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP 
Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This 
information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 
Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - 
Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned 
Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction 
with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of 
an acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, 
and do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The 
adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and 
reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
Management Plan, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park 
(for example directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on 
location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to 
disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

507 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient details on the impacts that vertical seismic 
blasting that is proposed at each of the 6 test wells will have on noise 
sensitive animals, such as whales and dolphins. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding VSP impacts on cetaceans to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these impacts have been adequately assessed. 
 
EP Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound – Impulsive) provides a comprehensive assessment of the impacts 
associated with VSP, with additional detail provided in the noise modelling undertaken for the EP 
(Appendix G). EP Section 6.7.2.1 states the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of Permanent 
Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for impulsive 
sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS and 
TTS was predicted maximum distances of 330 m and 2.39 km (low-frequency cetaceans) and 60 m and 
250 m (very high-frequency cetaceans), respectively over 24 hours of activity from the sound source. 
The noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS was not reached for high-frequency cetaceans, which includes 
dolphins. Behavioural responses for all whales excluding the southern right whale were predicted within 
1.5 km of the sound source. To assess the potential behavioural responses by migrating southern right 
whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category has been applied thereby 
increasing the protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for southern right whale calf-
cow pairs were therefore predicted to increase from 1.5 km to 6.48 km from the sound source.  
Therefore, predicted impacts for all cetaceans (excluding the southern right whale) would be limited to 
a highly localised area of 2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are 
undertaken. Predicted impacts to the southern right whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound 
source while infrequent, short-term VSP activities are undertaken. Impulsive sound production from 
VSP activities is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells). 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species. This includes the implementation of controls specific to 
VSP, such as the use of soft-start procedures and pre-activity whale detection surveys. The Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated 
to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 



adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

508 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP excludes any information on vessel traffic involved with supporting 
and supplying this project and does not provide details on risks and 
threats of associated vessel traffic to and from these proposed drill sites. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the assessment of impacts associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that the scope of impact assessment is commensurate to the magnitude of impacts and nature 
and scale of the petroleum activity.  
The definition of petroleum activity in the Environment Regulations is directly related to a title granted 
under the OPGGS Act and applies to those petroleum activities that will be conducted within the 
boundary of a petroleum title. All foreseeable potential impacts and risks from support vessels are 
assessed in Section 6 (Planned Impacts) and Section 7 (Unplanned Impacts / Risks) of the EP. Activities 
occurring outside the operational areas are governed under the Navigation Act 2012 and other relevant 
legislative requirements. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

509 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide sufficient information on risks to the marine park 
and its unique environmental values from drilling operation and any 
associated pollution that comes with these proposed drill sites will have on 
the species known to be in the area of the Zeehan Marine Park during 
projected operational periods. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks to be of high 
merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities 
by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an 
unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the 
Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental 
protection and effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP 
has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP 
Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This 
information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 
Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - 
Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned 
Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction 
with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of 
an acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, 
and do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The 
adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and 
reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
Management Plan, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park 
(for example directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on 
location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to 
disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

510 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 

The EP shows there is an unacceptable level of risk and impact on our 
marine parks, both from the immediate vertical seismic blasting, vessel 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts and risks to marine parks and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these were adequately assessed. 
 



4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

traffic including the drill rig, drilling operations, and impact of hydrocarbon 
spills as shown in the EMBA map will have on the Zeehan Marine Park.  

The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities 
by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an 
unacceptable impact on the values of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the 
Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental 
protection and effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP 
has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP 
Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This 
information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 
Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - 
Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned 
Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction 
with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of 
an acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, 
and do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The 
adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and 
reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to 
the wider EMBA, as detailed in the impact and risk sections mentioned above. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park 
(for example directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on 
location, the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to 
disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

511 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The risks and impacts on the other state and Commonwealth Marine Parks 
that would be impacted as demonstrated in the EMBA modelling of any 
hydrocarbon spills from this proposal must be provided in more detail, 
specifically mitigation and clean up measures. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding measures to mitigate risks associated with spills 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information 
provided is appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a 
project specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response 
capability and provides details on response strategies that may be implemented in the extremely 
unlikely event of a spill. ConocoPhillips Australia also has a membership with AMOSC, as specified 
within Section 5 within the OPEP, which ensures 24/7 access to trained oil spill responders and 
specialised equipment to allow for a rapid response and to mitigate the potential consequences of a 
spill.  
AMOSC was commissioned to produce additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), 
including a Shoreline Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identify specific sensitive areas that 
may be impacted and the most suitable response strategy to be deployed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

512 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 

Marine Parks should be wholly protected from all new exploration and 
mining activities for fossil fuels, and based on the real and present risks to 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding protections for marine parks to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these have been appropriately considered. 



5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

Marine Parks from test drilling demonstrated in this EP, NOPSEMA should 
refuse ConocoPhillips' EP. 

 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities 
by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an 
unacceptable impact on the values of the area.  
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken 
consultation with the Director of National Parks as the authority responsible for the management of the 
Zeehan Marine Park in accordance with their consultation guideline:  Guidance note - Petroleum 
Activities and Australian Marine Parks.pdf (nopsema.gov.au) 
The EP has identified all impacts and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in 
EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to an acceptable level including 
consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This 
information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 
Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - 
Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned 
Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction 
with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine 
Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of 
an acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, 
and do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The 
adopted control measures are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and 
reversible nature of the predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a 
way that is not inconsistent with the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network 
Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to 
the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

513 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The Environment that may Be Affected (EMBA) for this project shows vast 
areas would be harmed by any spills or incidents during proposed 
operations from the projected 6 drilling sites. As well as any time vessels 
are in the area preparing for vertical seismic blasting, refuelling, 
resupplying or in transit. This includes 34 threatened and migratory species 
identified as having important habitat that overlaps with either the OA of 
the two project locations and/or the EMBA. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential impacts associated with a loss of well 
control (LOWC) event from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate 
level of assessment.  
 
As described in EP Sections 4.1 (Environment that May be Affected (EMBA) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling), 
the environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program EMBA) represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical marine diesel oil spills 
and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events which are modelled under various realistic metocean 
conditions, across all seasons, from representative drilling locations. Modelled simulations provide an 
informed estimate of where the oil might go if nothing is done to respond and allows the prediction of 
possible effects, with the modelling report presented in EP Appendix E. The resultant EMBA does not 
represent the spatial extent from any single spill, but rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical 
spills at low thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically 
significant and have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent 
of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA.  
EP Section 4.6 (Ecological Environment), provides the key sources of information for the species and 
ecosystems that may be present in the EMBA which are obtained via the EPBC Act Protected Matters 
Search Tool (PMST) and the Species Profile and Threats (SPRAT) databases, as well as the South-East 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-23 (DNP 2013) and the Temperate 
East Marine Reserve Network Management Plan 2018 (DNP 2018). A copy of the PMST is provided in 



Appendix B. These sources provide information on the most up-to-date protection status, distribution, 
and sensitivity of these species. Extensive information on the physical, ecological, socio-economic and 
cultural features and conservation values and sensitivities within the EMBA is provided in EP Chapter 4.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

514 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP fails to provide comprehensive information on the impacts of this 
project and modelled spills on World Heritage Areas, Ramsar areas, 
National Parks, State Marine Parks, Indigenous Protected Areas, Wilderness 
Zone, Key Ecological Features that would be impacted by the modelled 
hydrocarbon spills, and other impacts from vessel movements and drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the provision of information relating to the 
ecological environment which may be effected by oil spill impacts to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that comprehensive information is provided to inform impact and 
risk assessment.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified the particular values and sensitivities that may be impacted in 
the extremely unlikely event of an oil spill, as per the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and the Environment Regulations (EP Sections 7.6.4 and 7.7.4).  The 
identification of these values and sensitivities is derived from the associated spill modelling of the 
worst-case scenario (i.e. EMBA). This includes: 
• Listed threatened species and ecological communities,  
• Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements),  
• Values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment,  
• Values of World heritage properties, 
• Values of National heritage places, 
• Ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland, and 
• Other values including social, economic and cultural values. 
  
The particular features which contribute to the conservation value of an area (e.g. cetaceans within 
Marine Parks) have been assessed separately within the risk assessment chapter. ConocoPhillips 
Australia utilised the latest literature to assess the potential impacts to these individual values and 
subsequently the conservation areas. ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impacts and risks 
relevant to these values and sensitivities within the EMBA have been adequately assessed within 
relevant chapters. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to implement the control measures outlined in Section 7.7 
which have been designed to mitigate against the likelihood of a LOWC event occurring and to lower 
the impacts on the environment if a LOWC event were to occur. The EP also includes control measures 
and performance standards within Section 7.8 that will be implemented in the extremely unlikely event 
of a spill to ensure a rapid response and that further impacts are lowered and avoided where possible.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers these control measures appropriate for the activity and have aligned 
with standard industry practice to ensure potential impacts from the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program are managed and reduced to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all 
environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

515 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The entire footprint of the EMBA modelling on where oil/gas spill would 
impact, contains Biologically Important Areas for EPBC listed species, which 
must be provided for public consultation and comment. Despite the level 
of threat to many species and ecosystems, a detailed map showing 
proposed drill sites that would inform the extent of a proposed spill and 
ALARP measurements of these threats is not available in this EP. 
ConocoPhillips needs to supply clear information on this critical matter of a 
test drilling project to allow fully informed public comment on the EP. 
Based on this lack of information that is the centerpiece of the entire 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the location of the wells in relation to the 
potential extent of an oil spill associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is 
appropriate.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to prevent a spill from occurring and is not ‘proposing’ a spill. Even 
though the likelihood of a spill occurring is extremely remote, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
assess the consequences of credible worst-case spills and demonstrate preparedness and capability to 
respond.   
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway Exploration 



project, this EP should be refused by NOPSEMA. The EP by ConocoPhillips 
must be refused based on the failure to provide adequate information that 
is comprehensive and comprehensible to allow public comment on this 
proposal 

Drilling Program EMBA), represents the combined area from 1400 hypothetical Marine diesel oil spills 
and 1400 hypothetical loss of well control events. The EMBA does not in any way represent the spatial 
extent from any single spill event, but rather the cumulative outline of all hypothetical spills at low 
thresholds. It is also important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and 
have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna. The spatial extent of an actual spill 
would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers 
the modelling to be highly conservative, showing the fullest potential spatial extent of the risks and 
potential impacts for assessment.   
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill 
Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct 
modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within 
the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. 
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the modelling is appropriate for drilling in any 
location within the Operational Areas.   
Furthermore, the control measures developed to mitigate impacts or risks associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program have been developed based on the worst-case scenarios for each impact 
and risk. It is important to note that the modelling produced a baseline EMBA that does not consider 
the strict control measures in place to prevent these types of events from occurring, or to minimise the 
extent of any impact.  Control measures that are required to be in place for the duration of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to mitigate against the potential for a spill are provided within Tables 7-26, 
7-39 and 9-1 of the EP, and in the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) included in EP Appendix I. 
Detailed maps showing Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) within the EMBA, these are provided 
through-out EP Section 4.6 for the relevant species. Impacts to species, including those with Biologically 
Important Areas (BIAs) within the low threshold EMBA, are assessed in Tables 7-20 (Potential risk of 
MDO release on fish), 7-21 (Potential risk of MDO release on birds), 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release 
on marine mammals) and Tables 7-33 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on fish), 7-34 
(Potential risk of LOWC condensate release on birds), 7-35 (Potential risk of LOWC condensate release 
on marine mammals). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

516 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

AMCS recognises the ongoing cultural connection to Sea Country 
practised by First Nations peoples in the communities connected to the 
oceans in which this proposal is targeted. There has been a failure of the 
proponents to properly consult with representatives from Southern Ocean 
Protection Embassy Collective (SOPEC), founded by Gunditjmara people to 
protect Southern Ocean Sea Country, their whale ancestors and kin. Whale 
species including Koontapool, southern right whale, and Wuuloc, the 
pygmy blue whale, are sacred to the Gunditjmara and hold significance in 
their cultural practices. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge the claim regarding the adequacy of consultation with First 
Nations peoples to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
engagement process was adequately detailed and described. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the 
Environment Regulations as outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2. This has included 
consultation with First Nations groups identified as relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
EP.  
In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP under section 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia 
adopted a tailored approach to consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with 
NOPSEMA’s Guideline: Consultation in the course of preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-
04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. First Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations 
groups and individuals and is outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, 
documents each of the 45 identified First Nations relevant persons (including Southern Ocean 
Protection Embassy Collective and Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation), the 
rationale for engagement, and details of the invitation to participate in the co-design of culturally 
appropriate consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter 



have been acknowledged in writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the 
start of consultation in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear 
sheets, for example August 23 National Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was 
released for consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, 
including First Nations Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their 
networks of followers as demonstrated in the post by Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website 
at https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 that included the SOPEC 
video of the Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled 
Backgrounder on ConocoPhillips plans in South West Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the 
permit areas (VIC/P79, T/49P), and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify 
authorities, individuals and organisations who may have functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed exploration drilling program”. The post also encouraged all Followers to 
participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by registering as relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and 
waterways, and their ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea 
Country and the marine environment that is held by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 
First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First 
Nations communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired 
to date through desktop research and information-sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners 
during conversations on Country (detailed in Appendix D of the EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts 
and risks to the marine environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity 
and associated impacts and risks has been made available in information sheets, project updates, a 
Preliminary Environmental Impact Risk Assessment, draft EP Chapters and the EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program (CM05) and will seek to partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and 
indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to co-design and 
co-implement control measures to protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
 
Additional understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities was acquired through a further 
literature review of Sea Country and proactive monitoring of SOPEC’s social media, where the ongoing 
Citizens Protection Declaration campaign was launched on 16 February 2023. On this basis, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has expanded the definition of Sea Country in the EP in 4.8.2 to include 
acknowledgement of Dreaming ancestors." 

517 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

In the modelling provided by ConocoPhillips of what areas would be 
affected by a hydrocarbon spill, it shows that the Gunditjmara people 
could be excluded from their coastal lands and sea country for any 
duration of a spill. If this spill were to take place during the southern right 
whale calving period from Oct to Nov, this would negatively impact the 
ability for people to undertake cultural practices of welcoming Kontapool 
(the southern right whale) back to Sea Country for their calving times. It 
would also harm southern right whales and potentially stop them from 
being able to calve in these waters without facing harm. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding oil spill risks to cultural heritage values and 
sensitivities to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks 
were adequately identified and assessed. 
 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (see Figures 7-4, 7-5 and 7-6) does not in any way 
represent the extent of any single spill event, but rather the combined modelled output from 1400 
hypothetical worst-case spills. The geographical extent of an individual spill would be much smaller and 
would not exclude First Nations People in multiple states from their Sea Country in the highly unlikely 
event of a LOWC. As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil 
spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted 
RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity 
locations within the operational areas based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental 



slope. 
As stated in EP Section 4.6.9 (Marine Mammals), the National Conservation Values Atlas (2023) has 
spatially defined migration and reproduction BIAs for the southern right whale which occur within the 
EMBA (Figure 4 53), with the migration period stated as approximately April to October and 
reproductive period stated as May to September (i.e. calving period).  
Potential impacts to southern right whales, and associated cultural values, from a marine diesel oil 
release are detailed in EP Section 7.6.5, Tables 7-22 (Potential risk of MDO release on marine mammals) 
and 7-25 (Potential risk of MDO release on coastal habitats and communities) which predict short-term 
and localised impacts; with no population level, long-term or permanent changes predicted. Controls 
are in place for all vessels engaged in Otway Exploration Drilling Program activities to reduce the risk of 
vessel collision and limit the total volume of MDO released. These systems are well practiced and well 
understood. 
Potential impacts to southern right whales from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Section 
7.7.5, Table 7-35 (Potential risk of LOWC on marine mammals) which predicts the potential for 
interaction with southern right whales but not to the extent that they would impede the recovery of this 
species. Potential impacts to cultural values from with a loss of well control are detailed in EP Table 7-38 
(Potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) which predicts that, although no long-
term or permanent changes to the marine environment or coastal sites and places are expected, it is 
considered that the visual presence of floating oil or shoreline oil accumulations may impact Sea 
Country at a spiritual level and that these impacts could affect culturally important activities such as 
mutton-birding, or affect totem fauna. Controls are in place to reduce the likelihood of a LOWC event 
to Remote (2) and ensure an efficient response should an event occur, thus reducing the potential 
environmental impacts. These systems are well practiced and well understood. 
Emergency spill response capability will be maintained in accordance with the NOPSEMA Accepted Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP – CM13). 
In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include 
integration with local, national and international response organisations to mobilise resources, 
including experts and specialist equipment and engagement with First Nations people to facilitate site 
surveys and tagging out and protection of identified areas of importance, as described in the OPEP 
(Appendix I of the EP).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

518 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

The EP must be refused as it fails Article 32, Item 2 of the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2) [UN, 2018, United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples]. The introduction of the 
Protecting the Spirit of Sea Country Bill 2023 (3) [Parliament of Australia, 
2023, Protecting the Spirit of Sea Country Bill 2023] into the Australian 
Parliament in August of 2023 further demonstrates this EP has not met the 
basic needs for First ations and Sea Country Traditional Owner 
consultation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the UN Declaration on the right of Indigenous 
Peoples to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these rights 
were adequately reflected. 
 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples “addresses both individual and collective 
rights, cultural rights and identity, rights to education, health and employment, language, and others. It 
outlaws discrimination against indigenous people and promotes their full and effective participation in 
all matters that concern them.  It also ensures their right to remain distinct and to pursue their own 
priorities in economic, social and cultural development”.  The Declaration “explicitly encourages 
harmonious and cooperative relations between States and indigenous peoples” (United Nations, 2007).   
However, Australia’s support for the Declaration does not make it law in Australia (Source: Australian 
Human Rights Commission at https://humanrights.gov.au/our-work/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-
islander-social-justice/projects/un-declaration-rights) 
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the enduring and unique connection to land and waters that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have, and we celebrate their ongoing contributions to 
Australia’s political, economic and social landscapes.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the impact of colonisation, public policy, racial discrimination 



and prejudice has had a major effect on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
that many continue to face disadvantages as well as prejudice and racism as a result. Through the 
implementation of our Reconciliation Action Plan, our organisation is seeking to understand, identify, 
and ultimately remove systems and processes that create a barrier to participation and instead, engage 
and create opportunities. 
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips identified the need for a Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program that will ensure Indigenous knowledge and concerns inform the risk management 
process for the protection of heritage and the marine environment. The Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program measure (CM05) has been adopted.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of 
priorities and measures to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations 
cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the 
operational areas, to ensure cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
This commitment aligns with Article 18 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
which states “Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which 
would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own 
procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision-making institutions”. 
 
No further changes were made to the EP as a result of this claim." 

519 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5091, 4945, 
4977, 4936, 
5121, 4940, 
4939, 5096, 
4950 

I ask that NOPSEMA refuse the EP by ConocoPhillips to conduct test 
drilling for gas in the Otway Basin as it poses unacceptable harm to our 
oceans, marine life and coastal communities. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts to the ocean, marine life and coastal 
communities associated with the Otway Exploration Program to be of high merit.  
 
ConocoPhillips has prepared an evidence-based case that the impacts and risks arising from the Otway 
Exploration Drilling activity can be managed to below an acceptable level. A similar evidentiary burden 
would be required to influence ConocoPhillips Australia’s position away from the effects of this activity 
being anything other than short-term, localised, and recoverable, as detailed in EP Chapters 6 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) and 8 (Cumulative Impact Assessment).  
Some claims relate to a believe that no impact is acceptable from these activities. This is not the legal 
standard in Australia and is not a reasonable standard to apply. Petroleum activities do not operate to a 
no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the acceptable level of 
impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-
date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information 
gathered through the consultation process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia predicts the levels of impact we expect to occur and compares that to the 
previously defined acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who will 
determine if the EP demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an 
acceptable level and that the EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse 
Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to these claims." 

520 5104, 4957, 
4935, 4972, 
5123, 5091, 
4945, 4977, 
4936, 5121, 
4940, 4939, 
5096, 4950 

This EP is not complete, as it fails to provide comprehensive and 
comprehensible information to make an informed decision on the 
mitigation measures detailed which do not meet the standards to prove 
the risks have been reduced to meet the ALARP criteria. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the demonstration of ALARP to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and 
demonstrations provided in EP Section 6 and 7, to ensure information about the decisions to adopt or 
reject control measures are clear.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable 
control measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the 
impacts and risks arising from the activity to ALARP. The demonstrations have been made 



systematically and include information on, for example, technical feasibility, the possibility of 
introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the 
overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are reproducible. More information on considerations in 
this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail 
included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and scale of the residual impact or risk, 
the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of controls; and is of a similar level of 
detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control 
measure and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. 
This is not simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This 
view of ALARP fails to consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already 
adopted. Other comments also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and 
has catered for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a 
multi-disciplinary team to provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP 
chapters were made available to support the consultation process, and input was invited into 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced 
throughout the EP. 
 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP 
and adoption or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP 
Status) in response to this claim." 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4977 26/11/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5052 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission and extending meeting offer. Requested response to arrange suitable time. 
5076 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to follow up on offer to discuss their submission.  
5084 20/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual replying to previous correspondence regarding public comment submission and offer of a meeting. Individual is 

comfortable with the submission and did not express desire to discuss further. 
5087 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual responding to previous correspondence and thanking them for their submission. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



Protect the West Victoria – ORG ID 627 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

• Protect the West Victoria was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 

• Protect the West Victoria was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 

• Protect the West Victoria is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 

 

Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Protect the West Victoria is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group in the planning area., assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 

Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Protect the West Victoria resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 

functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including to Table 10-5 (Feedback ID 620); Section 1.4 (Feedback ID 705); 

Section 4.6.3 (Feedback IDs: 675, 678, 684); Section 4.6.5.3 (Feedback ID 713); Section 6.6 (Feedback ID 713); and Section 6.7 (Feedback ID 713). 

 

Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Protect the West Victoria’s preferred method of consultation. Protect the West Victoria initially attended a Community Information Session in April 2023 (Event ID 1087) 

and attended a second Community Information Session in May 2023 (Event ID 1364). Multiple feedback(s) were raised, as shown below. ConocoPhillips Australia provided regular project updates via campaign 

email correspondence (Event IDs: 1158, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). 

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 

ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 

 

Public comment period 

Protect the West Victoria were informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event 

ID 4846).  Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An 

additional email (Event ID 4879) informed Protect the West Victoria that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Protect the West Victoria, with 21 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ 

table below (Event ID 4967). 

 

In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Protect the West Victoria following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 

through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5098). 

  

Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to Protect the West Victoria to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 

described above. The base level of information provided was:  

• Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs 1087; 1364). 

• Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1158). 

• Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1087; 1364).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 

• Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1087; 1364). 

• Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 

• Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 

• Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1158). 



• Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs 1087; 1364).. 

Further information provided included: 

• Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 

• Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  

• Information updates related to the public comment period. 

 

Information Received  

ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 

 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

Protect the West Victoria received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 207 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips 

Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Protect the West Victoria between 17 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 53 days).  

  

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  

• Response public comment(s) was provided in February 2024 (Event ID 5098), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  

  

As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 

additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 

to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   

  

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 

from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 

Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  

  

By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Protect the West Victoria to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity 

on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures 

have been adopted in response to consultation.  

  

During consultation 

During consultation, Protect the West Victoria raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 

processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 

 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

69 1655, 1637 Relevant person stated that ConocoPhillips Australia is required to tick a box (for 

consultation) and that they are helping with the operators paperwork. 

ConocoPhillips Australia provided a copy of NOPSEMA "Consultation on offshore petroleum 

environment plans: Information for the community" in the June 2023 Project Update. 

440 1085, 4392 Relevant person provided feedback regarding drop-in sessions being 

intimidating and inaccessible and requested town hall information sessions. 

N/A 

442 1085, 4392 Relevant person provided feedback about people not being able to locate  

ConocoPhillips Australia's  information sessions. 

N/A 

443 1304, 4392 Relevant person provided feedback about the accessibility of scheduled evening 

information sessions for the public. 

N/A 

 



Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  

 

Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 

ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 

objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 

Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A  N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

620 4967, 5098 While, understandably, the EP lacks the exact details of 

the locations of the proposed drilling test sites there 

needs to be clarification related to the number of 

MODUs that will likely be used and an indication of 

when the community would be notified of the exact 

locations where the wells will be drilled. We were told 

in consultation with ConocoPhillips that there were 

going to be 6 MODUs in operation but the EP 

indicated there are now 9 test sites. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding the MODU associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that adequate information has been provided.  

The Proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program has been extensively described during consultation through the 

provision of detailed project updates, in community information sessions, and the development of a video that explains 

the drilling process using a single rig, as documented on the project consultation hub: 

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program/otway-exploration-

drilling-program-home.  

The proposed activities and number of locations have not changed since the initial Activity Overview was provided in 

Project Update in May 2023. This updated clearly stated the scope of the project includes nine locations for seabed 

surveys and six locations for drilling. This information is reflected in EP Section 2.1.2 (Operating Envelope).    

Details on the rig that are relevant to the environmental management of the proposed activity are detailed in EP Tables 

2-4 (Environmentally relevant details for drilling operations) and 2.5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications 

(based on Transocean Equinox). 

ConocoPhillips Australia has not provided information stating that six rigs would be used. We have, however, 

responded to a similar question during consultation and formally responded clarifying the use of a single rig in the EP 

provided for public comment - EP Section 2.2.2 (Drilling Operations), which states 'Exploration wells will be drilled 

using a single semi-submersible mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU, rig or drilling rig). Each individual exploration well 

will be drilled, evaluated, tested and then plugged and abandoned prior to moving on to the next exploration well as 

all wells will be drilled with a single drilling rig (Event ID: 3133, Reg16b ID: 257; Event ID: 2417, Reg16b ID: 124)'. 

As detailed in EP Section 2.1.2.1, the exact location of the drilling sites will not be known upon submission of the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to providing updates on drilling locations as they are identified in Webinar 2 (Event 

ID: 2844, timestamp 33:19), with the same content presented during community information sessions in May, June and 

July (Event IDs: 1364, 2527, 1633, 1635, 1636, 1792, 1793, 1791, 2641, 2642, 2643).  

ConocoPhillips Australia has updated EP Table 10-5 (Ongoing Consultation, including for unplanned events) to include 

the requirement to provide notification of confirmation of drilling locations.   

624 4967, 5098 Once the drill sites are plugged and abandoned it has 

been stated that these sites will be monitored remotely. 

Aside from indicating how often the well sites will be 

monitored, the EP should state who will monitor them, 

the length of time, nomination of an independent 

moderator, and specify who pays for this activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding plugging and abandonment (P&A) to be of high merit and has 

reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure this was adequately described.  

Decommissioning is a normal activity in the offshore petroleum lifecycle. Its purpose is to remove or otherwise 

satisfactorily deal with, in a safe and environmentally responsible manner, structures, equipment and property 

previously used to support activities in the offshore area, including plugging and abandoning wells. 

Titleholders are required to provide details of the processes and procedures that will be used to ensure that well 

abandonment is carried out such that the risk is reduced to a level that is as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) in a 

Well Operations Management Plan (WOMP). The WOMP is submitted to NOPSEMA in accordance with the 

requirements of Part 5 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and 
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Administration) Regulations 2011. Consequently this information does not form part of the EP submission made under 

the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023. 

In any case, EP Section 2.2.6 (Plug and Abandonment) does provide an overview of P&A activities and verification tests 

which are conducted to ensure the integrity and effectiveness of the process meets the requirements outlined in the 

WOMP. The EP also identifies that a Remotely Operated (underwater) Vehicle (ROV) survey of the seabed will be 

conducted following completion of P&A to confirm the seabed is clear of any debris, and that detailed records and 

documentation of the P&A process will be submitted to regulatory authorities. 

 ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 

addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 

these claims. 

631 4967, 5098 The other concerning feature of the drilling sites, 

relates to the possibility of the loss of Wellhead control. 

The ability to rapidly deploy mitigation measures in the 

event of a Loss of Wellhead Control is too lengthy. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding extremely unlikely spill events and have reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risk. 

As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill Modelling – for 

a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for activities at locations 

selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas based on water depth, 

proximity to the coast and continental slope. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on response strategies 

to be implemented in the extremely unlikely event for a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the 

primary response plan, the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP), is included in EP Appendix I.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) as specified within 

Section 5 within the OPEP. As an Australian based company, AMOSC would be the first spill response company to be 

activated in the event of a spill. 

AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically placed around Australia. The 

closest office and location of personal and response equipment is in Geelong, Victoria, Australia. Membership includes 

assurance of 24/7 response and capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC has ensured that equipment and personnel 

from Geelong can be mobilised within specified timeframes.  

AMOSC membership also ensures access to national equipment stockpiles maintained by the Australian Maritime 

Safety Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other AMOSC member companies under the Mutual Aid 

agreement outlined within the ‘AMOSPlan’. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers this capacity to be sufficient in relation to the risk of a spill event within the Otway 

Basin. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 

addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 

these claims. 

636 4967, 5098 While ConocoPhillips acknowledges ambient noises 

currently run between 110-161 dBs, I believe that they 

underestimate the level of anthropogenic noises during 

their proposed timeframe for their testing. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding underwater sound to be of high merit and has reviewed the 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that this was adequately assessed.  

As detailed in EP Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound Modelling), ambient sound levels in the Otway Basin have been 

measured as part of previous impact assessment activities for the petroleum industry. Acoustic monitoring conducted 

by Santos (2004) recorded broadband underwater sounds of 93 to 97 dB re 1 μPa. Passive acoustic monitoring, 

commissioned by Origin, conducted 5 km offshore from the coastline east of Warrnambool, identified that ambient 

underwater sound in coastal areas are generally higher than offshore waters, with a mean of 110 dB re 1 µPa and 

maximum of 161 dB re 1 µPa (Duncan et al. 2013). 

Regarding the assessment of underwater sound impacts, ConocoPhillips acknowledges that the proposed activities will 

increase the sound exposure levels of the receiving environment and commissioned an international acoustic expert to 

conduct noise modelling (Appendix G) to determine conservative distances to effect thresholds for a range of species 

using peer reviewed literature to determine relevant threshold values in Sections 6.6 and 6.7. Noise levels generated 

during the drilling program are well understood. Source levels used in noise modelling are based on in situ 

measurements of similar platforms, vessels, SBP and sound source arrays as those proposed for the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program (Martin et al. 2012, McPherson et al. 2021). In addition, exposure criteria thresholds were selected for 
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modelling and impact assessment based on current best available science and acceptance by regulatory agencies as 

detailed in EP Sections 6.6.2 and 6.7.2.1. The control measures, detailed in EP Sections 6.6.8 and 6.7.6, and the updated 

Fauna Management Plan, provide a robust strategy to detect relevant species and minimise anthropogenic noise 

impacts, and can effectively mitigate impacts to as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable levels, in compliance 

with environmental regulatory requirements, including the objectives of the blue whale and southern right whale 

Conservation Management Plans. 

Therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the underwater sound impact assessments detailed in EP Sections 

6.6, 6.7 are comprehensive and are commensurate to the magnitude of impacts arising from the activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 

addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to these 

claims. 

662 4967, 5098 The literature (2) (3) has indicated that marine 

mammals rely heavily upon acoustics as a primary 

means of communicating, navigating and foraging for 

food in the ocean as well as avoiding danger. Past 

research has indicated that any changes to their 

acoustic environments impact upon their behavioural 

patterns. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to marine mammals and their habitat from underwater 

sound associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment 

Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a detailed discussion of the scientific literature outlining potential impacts to 

whales from seabed surveys and exploratory drilling throughout EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-

impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive).  Activity-specific underwater sound modelling (Appendix 

G of the EP) was commissioned to ensure that the extent of potential impacts to marine mammals were fully 

understood. In acknowledgement of the potential for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to impact whales within 

the Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia developed control measures in consultation with marine mammal experts, 

taking into consideration relevant Conservation Management Plans and all environmental regulatory requirements.   

Control measures to reduce impacts from anthropogenic noise are outlined in Sections 6.6.8 and 6.7.7. Control 

measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N, formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific measures 

to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating 

distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls 

and establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity 

requirements.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the claims pertaining to underwater sound impacts and considers the detailed 

control measures included in the Fauna Management Plan will reduce the impacts associated with underwater sound 

to as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable levels.    

No changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims.  

666 4967, 5098 If the EP of ConocoPhillips is approved, they become 

active contributors to the ambient noises with their 

ocean explorations that have the capacity on their own 

to destroy our echo marine systems. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the assessment of underwater sound impacts associated with the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 

these have been adequately assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned an international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling to determine 

highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed literature to determine 

relevant threshold values. This includes impacts from a variety of impulsive sources including sub-bottom profiling 

(SBP) as described in Section 2.2.1 of the EP. 

The exposure criteria thresholds selected for modelling and impact assessment were based on current best available 

science and acceptance by regulatory agencies, as described in EP Sections 6.6.3 and 6.7.2.1 (Exposure Criteria 

Thresholds – for non-impulsive and impulsive sound respectively) and detailed in the JASCO Applied Sciences Noise 

Modelling Report (EP Appendix G). ConocoPhillips believes that theses sections show sufficient justification that there 

will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated with noise emissions which do not have the 

potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to marine species.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 

addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to these 

claims. 
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669 4967, 5098 The EP of ConocoPhillips indicated that the survey 

instruments used are both sonar and seismic. For 

example, Echosounders, Side Scan Sonars as well as 

Sub bottom Profilers. Sonar frequencies vary (100 Hz to 

100,000 Hz) therefore, have an enormous potential for 

negatively impacting upon marine life. Sonar sounds 

travel horizontally unlike air guns, therefore extending 

the areas affected. (5) 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the assessment of underwater sound impacts associated with the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that 

these have been adequately assessed. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 

conducted under this approval.  

As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 

included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 

geophysical surveys. 

• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The 

evaluation is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces 

impulsive sound and is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).  

• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile 

Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). 

The geophysical surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations). 

VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 

consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. 

VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them 

from a near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a 

total volume of less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program). VSP has significantly reduced sound pressure levels than those from seismic surveys and is 

conducted over a very short time scale (~20 hours per well). Seismic surveys are conducted over large areas of the 

marine environment where as VSP is conducted in the vicinity of the exploration drilling and is targeted at the 

borehole. 

As part of the impact assessment process, ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned an international acoustic expert 

to conduct noise modelling to determine highly conservate distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using 

peer reviewed literature to determine relevant threshold values. This includes impacts from a variety of impulsive 

sources including multibeam echosounder (MBES), side scan sonar (SSS) and sub-bottom profiling (SBP) as described 

in Section 2.2.1 of the EP. SBP was selected for modelling as it represents the highest amplitude source for seabed 

surveys. 

The exposure criteria thresholds selected for modelling and impact assessment were based on current best available 

science and acceptance by regulatory agencies, as described in EP Sections 6.6.3 and 6.7.2.1 (Exposure Criteria 

Thresholds – for non-impulsive and impulsive sound respectively) and detailed in the JASCO Applied Sciences Noise 

Modelling Report (EP Appendix G). ConocoPhillips believes that theses sections show sufficient justification that there 

will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated with noise emissions which do not have the 

potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to marine species.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 

addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to these 

claims. 

673 4967, 5098 The use of Seismic surveys is detrimental to life in and 

around our oceans. Really anything over 120 dB is 

seismic blasting! The seismic blasts harm all levels of 

the food chain from marine plankton (phytoplankton 

and zooplankton) and krill through to whales (12). and 

they are main sources of food for many larger animals 

and birds. Harm to the bottom of the food chain would 

cause a catastrophic chain reaction that would affect 

the entire marine ecosystem despite the nutrient rich 

Bonney upwelling. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the proposed activities and 

impacts were adequately described.  

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 

conducted under this approval.  

As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 

included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 

geophysical surveys, as described in detail in response to item 669 above.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers that Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 

(Underwater Sound Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual 

consequences associated with noise emissions which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or 
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irreversible impacts to marine species.  

Potential impacts to prey species, such as krill (Nyctiphanes australis), are expected to be limited by intermittent 

exposure, dispersive characteristics of the open water in the operational areas, and high reproductive rates. The 

magnitude of noise impacts (≤50 m for injury from the VSP source) on species such as krill, is highly localised and not 

discernible at the regional scale when considering natural variation in their spatial and temporal abundance. 

Continuous reproduction through the year coupled with a high growth rate means krill have very high productivity 

(IMAS 2011). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts 

from short term activities are not expected to be ecologically significant. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of seismic surveys being proposed by others and has provided contact details for the 

companies preparing the relevant EP’s for those activities, during the consultation process. During consultation 

ConocoPhillips Australia has been transparent around the overlap of the Regia 3D Marine seismic survey with the 

VIC/P79 operational area. The Cumulative Impact Assessment, detailed in EP Chapter 8, includes an assessment of 

impacts in consideration of impacts associated with reasonably foreseeable activities and projects within the region, 

including the Regia 3D Marine Seismic Survey.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 

addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 

these claims. 

675 4967, 5098 While it has been suggested that zooplankton will 

recover within four days, this assumption is based upon 

on the lifecycle of small copepods living in a high 

current and there is a misunderstanding of the life cycle 

of krill (15). 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 

zooplankton and krill to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these 

species are adequately assessed. 

As explained above, marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary 

activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program including downhole formation evaluation using vertical seismic profiling (VSP).  

The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for 

injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural 

spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If 

plankton species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised 

predicted impacts to plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained 

in the water column for several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be 

consumed by opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, 

impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted.  

Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass Strait 

to central South Australia, and throughout all Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 

2011). There is a main peak of spawning from early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through all 

months with as many as three generations produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year 

coupled with its high growth rate means that Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011).  

Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound 

emissions, as stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing 

only 6 exploration well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury 

from the VSP source, i.e. within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum 

of 20 hours per well). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, 

any impacts from short term activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included additional information on the life cycle of krill to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to 

these claims.   

678 4967, 5098 Therefore, given the time that the krill spend in the 

areas of seismic blasting the entire year-classes of 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 

zooplankton and krill to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these 

species are adequately assessed. 
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larvae would potentially be killed and would not 

recover in 4 days. 

As explained above, marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in EP Section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary 

activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys as described in detail above. 

The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for 

injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural 

spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If 

plankton species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised 

predicted impacts to plankton do not remove them from the food web. Krill's (Nyctiphanes australis’) range extends 

from approximately Sydney round the southern coast through Bass Strait to central South Australia, and throughout all 

Tasmanian coastal waters (Nyan Taw 1978, Ritz and Hosie 1982, in IMAS 2011). There is a main peak of spawning from 

early spring to late autumn, but reproduction continues through all months with as many as three generations 

produced each year. This continuous reproduction through the year coupled with its high growth rate means that 

Nyctiphanes australis has very high productivity (IMAS 2011). 

Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound 

emissions, as stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing 

only 6 exploration well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury 

from the VSP source, i.e. within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum 

of 20 hours per well). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, 

any impacts from short term activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has included additional information on the life cycle of krill to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to 

these claims.   

684 4967, 5098 Given the importance of plankton, in particular krill, 

there should be further long-termed scientific studies, 

prior to seismic surveys. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 

zooplankton and krill to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these 

species are adequately assessed. 

As explained above, marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in EP Section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary 

activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. 

The magnitude of impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, is highly localised (≤50 m for 

injury from the VSP source) and not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when considering the large natural 

spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If 

plankton species are impacted, noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised 

predicted impacts to plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they contain are retained 

in the water column for several days as their remains are likely scavenged before sinking to the seafloor to be 

consumed by opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 2015). Thus, 

impacts to primary production and ecosystem function are not predicted. 

Although the entire operational area has conservatively been assessed against the impacts of impulsive sound 

emissions, as stated in Chapter 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive), ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing 

only 6 exploration well locations within this area, resulting in a significantly smaller area of potential recoverable injury 

from the VSP source, i.e. within 50 m of the source at each location for the short duration of these activities (maximum 

of 20 hours per well). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, 

any impacts from short term activities are not expected have effects to krill are ecologically significant.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has included additional information on the life cycle of krill to EP Section 4.6.3 in response to 

these claims.   

705 4967, 5098 The EP will not protect local Fishing Industries. Seismic 

testing is deadly for marine life and decimates seafood 

populations. It is well known that seismic blasting 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 

fishers to be of high merit and has reviewed existing control measures to ensure that no fishers are economically 

disadvantaged as a result of the proposed activity. 
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changes the behaviour of fish, can disorientate and 

destroy them; kill scallops and impact upon the 

immune systems of southern rock lobsters. (18)(19) 

As described in Environment Plan (EP) Section 6.2.5, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has the potential to 

interfere with commercial fishing activities by the exclusion of commercial vessels from specific locations, through 

inadvertent damage to fishing equipment and as a result of loss of catch. An assessment of impacts on sail time is 

included which identified it would take approximately 10 minutes to detour around a drilling area, which is unlikely to 

result in a significantly longer sail time or increase in fuel use. Further, commercial fishers will be notified via Notice to 

Mariners and through pre-start notifications from ConocoPhillips Australia of where and when activities will be 

undertaken, allowing vessels to plan their transit to avoid increased travel time and distance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to undertaking the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in a manner that will 

not interfere with other marine users to a greater extent that is necessary. To mitigate impacts to fishers, ConocoPhillips 

Australia has committed to the development of a Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol. Development of 

this protocol will occur in consultation with peak fishing associations and individual fishers to ensure that claims of 

fishers can be assessed and compensated (CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol) for the 

exploration program. This includes a commitment to working with industry, relevant fishery associations and persons, 

to design an application process for compensation that minimises the potential for cumulative impacts to commercial 

fishers.  

No long-term impacts to fisheries are predicted as detailed in EP Section 6.2, therefore a full retirement of quota is not 

considered an appropriate response to this short-term, recoverable activity with no predicted population level impacts 

to commercially important species. 

Further, as stated above, marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program and will not be conducted under this approval. 

The EP acknowledges that fish and sharks may be impacted by underwater sound. Sound exposure criteria thresholds 

and impacts to fish and sharks were identified using extensive peer review, published literature (referenced throughout 

EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7 and listed in Chapter 13) and noise modelling was conducted by internationally renowned 

underwater noise specialist, Jasco Applied Sciences, for the EP (Appendix G). As described in detail in EP Section 6.7, 

noise modelling demonstrates that no impact to fish and sharks would be expected beyond 450m of the VSP source, 

and any impact inside 450 m will only be for the duration of the VSP activity which is limited to a maximum of 20 hours 

per well.  

Due to the minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or 

extreme exposure to fish or shark species or have population level impacts. In addition, noise generated by VSP and 

SBP will be temporary and limited to short-term durations, with additional control measures in place to mitigate 

impacts to individuals from VSP including the use of soft-start procedures to give animals time to move away.  

Impacts associated with non-impulsive sound are detailed in EP Section 6.6 which predicts only localised behavioural 

impacts, such as avoidance.  

Additional information has been included in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan) to clarify that marine 

seismic surveys are not within the scope of this EP in response to these comments.  

713 4967, 5098 However, the effects of seismic blasting on Shortfin eels 

have not been mentioned in the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 

eels, and the cultural significance of this species to First Nations peoples as described in Section 4.8.2.2 to be of high 

merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to this species were adequately assessed. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be 

conducted under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often 

misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including 

downhole formation evaluation (including Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP)) which is conducted for a maximum of 20 

hours per well, and geophysical surveys (including sub-bottom profiling (SBP)) which take approximately one week to 

complete per location.  

As detailed in Section 6.7.6.1 of the EP, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) accredited report of sound 

exposure guidelines (Popper et al. 2014) defines three types of immediate effects to fish (including eels) from 

underwater sound emissions; mortality (including injury leading to death), recoverable injury (including injuries unlikely 

to result in mortality, such as hair cell damage, masking and minor haematoma), and TTS (such as reduction in 

hearing). Noise modelling was undertaken for the EP (Appendix G) which predicted the worst-case mortality, 
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recoverable injury and TTS thresholds for fish species (including eels) to occur during VSP at maximum distances of 

only 30 m, 40 m, and 450 m, respectively, over 24 hours of activity from the sound source. 

Further, a study conducted on anguilliform fish, such as eels, under experimental conditions found that the introduction 

of acoustic stimuli influenced the behaviour (i.e. increased swimming speeds, movements away from ensonified walls) 

of the river lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) and the European eel (Anguilla anguilla) but did not influence route selection 

and therefore didn’t influence movements of either species (Deleau et al. 2019). It was stated that the observed 

responses would likely be insufficient to induce a strong deterrent effect in the field if used in isolation (Deleau et al. 

2019). Due to the temporary occurrence and short duration of impulsive noise emissions in combination with the 

minimal areas of impact from VSP (and SBP) impulsive sound sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or 

extreme exposure to fish species (including eels). 

ConocoPhillips has provided additional information in Section 4.6.5.3 (Eels) to describe this species, and in the 

consequence evaluations in EP sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound – Non-impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound – 

Impulsive) to clarify that the existing impact assessments address eels, in response to these claims. 

References:  

Deleau MJC, White PR, Peirson G, Leighton TG and Kemp PS (2019) ‘The response of anguilliform fish to underwater 

sound under and experimental setting’, River research and Applications, 36 (6): 441-451.  

715 4967, 5098 Specific information relating to the effects of seismic 

basting on short fin eels needs to be explored as the 

migration patterns of the eel are intricate. Eels are 

vulnerable throughout their life cycle and have a single 

opportunity to successfully reproduce. Larval eels 

return on ocean currents to southwest Victoria as part 

of the zooplankton and there is every likelihood, they 

will die during seismic blasting activity. (13) Additional 

pressure to already vulnerable animals is irresponsible. 

A quantitative longitudinal study to explore the impact 

of seismic blasting on the lifespan of eels should be 

conducted prior to further exploration for gas 

Refer to response for item 713 above. 

717 4967, 5098 What the EP plan did not state, was that in Australia 

CH4 emissions in particular, with a high global warming 

potential (GWP), have increased four times faster than 

CO2since 2005. Refer to data from Cape Grim in chart 1 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding methane emissions to be of high merit. Background methane levels 

were considered in the context of the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure this was adequately addressed. 

Whilst a direct discussion of Australia’s historical methane emissions is not provided in the EP, the consequence 

evaluation for greenhouse gas emissions provided in Section 6.5.5.2, describes the existing changes to key Australian 

environmental, socio-economic and cultural values as a result of climate change. This information, being historical in 

nature, includes the increased methane emissions outlined in the CSIRO’s Cape Grim Greenhouse Gas Emissions Data. 

Consequently, the claim has already been addressed in the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 

addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 

these claims.  

718 4967, 5098 The EP indicated that there would several measures to 

reduce the GHG emissions form ConocoPhillips 

exploration processes. However, fugitive emissions, in 

particular, have been grossly underestimated and likely 

have grown due to new gas wells, converting Gas to 

LNG, fracking, decommissioning old wells, and 

extending pipelines as well as leakages from aging 

pipelines. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers  claims regarding fugitive emissions from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to 

be of high merit and has reviewed the Description of the Activity in the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure these are 

adequately described. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to which the Environment Plan relates does not include activities 

such as converting natural gas to LNG, fracking, decommissioning or the conveyance of hydrocarbons using pipelines.   

Fugitive emissions have been identified in EP Section 6.5.1 (Hazards). Volumes are kept to a minimum through upkeep 

of machinery aboard the MODU and vessels, during implementation of the planned maintenance system. An 

assessment of accidental fugitive emissions is provided in EP Section 6.5.5.2 (Greenhouse Gas Emissions). 

The only planned extraction of hydrocarbons for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program is for the purposes 

of well testing. In the Greenhouse Gas Technical Summary (EP Appendix J), fugitive emissions are immaterial, based on 
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the limited hydrocarbon extraction planned as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Noting that flaring 

during well testing is classified as flaring in the Greenhouse Gas Technical Summary.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been adequately 

addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to the EP in response to 

these claims. 

719 4967, 5098 in the interests of maintaining the safety and wellbeing 

of their populations many coastal councils have 

opposed surveys and drilling activities proposed by 

companies such as ConocoPhillips, in the belief that 

their activities would further upset the balance that 

currently exists to the determent of their marine 

populations; 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the environmental and social values of the natural coastal 

environment in Victoria and Tasmania to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Pan (EP) to ensure these 

are adequately described. 

ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the Operational Areas and the environment that may be 

affected (EMBA), with a description of coastal community values such as tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 

(Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 (Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature 

Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities described through-out EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 

(Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the Operational Areas, overlap of the proposed activities with coastal 

communities and tourism and recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values. This is due mainly 

to the large distances between the operational areas and the closest coastal settlements, for example, 42km to 

Portland, 19km to Port Fairy, 29km to Peterborough and 36km to Port Campbell from VIC/P79 and 45km to Cape 

Otway and 28km to Currie for T/49P as shown in Figure 1-1 in the EP.  

The extent to which coastal communities, recreation and tourism are likely to be affected by the visibility of the drill rig 

and support vessels when in close proximity to the coastline during different operations was extensively assessed 

through Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) analysis (Appendix H) and in EP Section 6.2 (Interference with Other 

Marine and Coastal Users). Further, impacts of light emissions to coastal users and ecological receptors were modelled 

(Appendix F) and assessed in EP Section 6.4 (Light Emissions). 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and visual amenity, and the extent to which coastal 

communities, recreation and tourism are likely to be affected by the visibility of the activity, is short-term, fully 

recoverable (when the rig relocates to other areas or is demobilised from the area), with no long-term impacts to visual 

amenity or aesthetic values given no permanent/ visible infrastructure will be left in place. ZTV modelling indicates that 

the main deck of the rig could be visible from elevated locations along the Victorian coastline, but not along the Great 

Ocean Walk given the significant distances involved. The tip of the derrick (tall structure centrally located on the rig) 

may be visible as a dot on the horizon for the short duration of drilling activities, from the Victorian coastline including 

elevated locations along the Great Ocean Walk. We note that there is existing permanent gas infrastructure in closer 

proximity to the Great Ocean Walk and Great Ocean Road. Further, drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years 

in the offshore environment in the Otway Basin and has most recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another 

titleholder. Consequently, economic, health, safety and wellbeing impacts to coastal communities are not predicted. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has noted four local councils’ direct opposition to new oil and gas exploration and/or seismic 

acquisition in the Otway Basin through the course of consultation (Event ID:582, 649, 2451, 1633) and received and 

responded to similar claims relating to aesthetics, recreation, community health, safety and wellbeing and outdoor 

education during consultation in developing the Environment Plan.   

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 

addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to these 

claims. 

720 4967, 5098 The exploration and mining of gas will not add 

significantly to either job growth or the upgrading of 

the rural sector’s skill base.(31) (32) The mining sector is 

a small direct employer compared with tourism 

(33)(34), farming (35), commercial and recreational 

fishing (36) … all of which are significant for the welfare 

of seaside coastal areas. Coastal communities are under 

pressure to demonstrate to potential clientele that they 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the economic significance and value of recreation and tourism in 

coastal communities within the Environmental Planning Area to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment 

Plan (EP) to ensure potential impacts have been adequately assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the Operational Areas and the environment that may be 

affected (EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 (Recreational Diving and 

Surfing) 4.7.5.4 (Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and tourism and recreational activities 

described through-out EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the 

Operational Areas, overlap of the proposed activities with tourism and recreational activities is limited primarily to 
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are a responsible steward for their environments that 

resonate with the standards of their local populations. 

visual and aesthetic values. 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and visual amenity, and the extent to which coastal 

recreation and tourism is likely to be affected by the visibility of the activity, is short-term, fully, with no long-term 

impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the operation of 

Commonwealth and State fisheries through temporary displacement and that this displacement may extend to other 

commercial marine operators. Whilst the impact to commercial fisheries has been assessed as short-term and 

recoverable, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to having a Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol in 

place prior to the commencement of the program to address economic impact as a result of displacement. 

ConocoPhillips Australia notes that drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in the offshore environment in 

the Otway Basin and has most recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another titleholder. Consequently, economic 

impacts to coastal communities are not predicted. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 

addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to these 

claims. 

721 4967, 5098 The marine life of our south east oceans is unique and 

under increasing threat from the expansion of the 

offshore oil and gas industry. Research has shown that 

sonar activity, seismic blasting and well drilling are 

invasive resulting in serious harm to marine 

ecosystems. Sonar activity and seismic blasting has 

been implicated in destroying baseline food sources, 

disrupting feeding and migration patterns from 

southern rock lobsters through to whales, penguins, 

seals, and coastal birds. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 

marine ecosystems and species to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these 

impacts were adequately assessed. 

As explained above, marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program and will not be conducted under this approval. However, as stated in Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, 

temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation (vertical seismic profiling (VSP)) which is conducted for up to 

20 hours per well, and geophysical surveys (including sub-bottom profiling (SBP) which takes about one week per 

seabed survey location.   

VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used to determine the worst-case 

consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission impact assessment. These are considered Impulsive sound 

sources. Non-impulsive or continuous sound sources are those typically generated from vessel propellor cavitation, 

thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull plus operation of machinery and equipment and are assessed in EP 

Section 6.6. 

Regarding impacts to lobsters, noise modelling undertaken for the EP (Appendix G) showed that the noise effect 

criteria for marine invertebrates is not predicted to be reached at the seafloor for VSP or SBP.  Impulsive underwater 

sound emissions from short duration VSP and SBP do not reach the noise effect criteria for impairment of marine 

invertebrates at the seafloor. However, sub-lethal effects may occur within the effect distance to the ‘no effect’ criteria 

at the seafloor which was reached at 170 m for VSP. Therefore, within water depths <170 m, marine invertebrates 

directly below the impulsive sound source during short-duration VSP (maximum 20 hours per well) are likely to detect a 

change in ambient sound; however, negligible consequences are predicted given other, more conservative criteria are 

not reached at the seafloor over the range of water depths within the operational areas.   No long-term, serious or 

irreversible impacts to lobsters are predicted. 

Impacts on prey species such as zooplankton, fish eggs, larvae and krill, are expected to be limited by intermittent 

exposure, dispersive characteristics of the open water in the operational areas, and high reproductive rates. The 

magnitude of noise impacts (≤50 m for injury from the VSP source) on species such as krill, is highly localised and not 

discernible at the regional scale when considering natural variation in their spatial and temporal abundance. 

Continuous reproduction through the year coupled with a high growth rate means krill have very high productivity 

(IMAS 2011). Considering the localised and temporary impact to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts 

from short term activities are not expected to be ecologically significant and impacts to primary production and 

ecosystem function are not predicted. 

Regarding impacts to birds, EP Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater 

Sound Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will be Negligible (1) residual consequences associated with noise 

emissions which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to seabirds. In the 
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unlikely event that birds dive and forage near the drilling operation, this is likely to only affect individual birds, resulting 

in a startle response with the affected birds expected to move away from the area as a result.  The consequence of this 

is expected to be negligible and impacts at a population level are not predicted. 

Regarding impacts to marine mammals, as stated in EP Section 6.6 certain activities within the scope of the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation of continuous underwater sound emissions including drilling 

activities and the operation of vessels and the MODU. Six operational scenarios were identified as possible 

combinations of drilling and vessel activities resulting in continuous sound emissions. Each scenario was modelled at 

different locations across the operational areas and worst-case maximum distances were calculated (see Table 6-25 and 

6-26) and used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation in the continuous underwater sound emission 

impact assessment in Section 6.6.7. The impact assessment for non-impulsive noise (EP Section 6.6.7) identified that 

impacts to cetaceans would likely be limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidance, out to 12.6 and 22.8 km from 

the sound source while specific activities are undertaken, depending on proximity to the continental shelf edge.  

As stated in EP Section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 

included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation and 

geophysical surveys. For SBP, PTS and TTS criteria are not reached for low-frequency (LF) cetacean. The distance to the 

behavioural threshold predicted for SBP operations was 130 m for southern right whales. For VSP, the furthest distance 

to the LF cetacean PTS criteria is 330 m and the TTS criteria is 2.39 km. The distances to the behavioural threshold 

predicted for VSP operations was 1.5 km for marine mammals and 6.48 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs. 

Operations will be managed to ensure they are consistent with the Conservation Management Plans (CMPs) for the 

blue whale and the southern right whale. Further, a Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N, formerly Whale 

Management Plan) has been developed and outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to 

relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-

activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 

operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the potential impacts have been adequately 

addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already 

proposed, the EP has not been updated in response to these claims. 

723 4967, 5098 The mining and use of fossil fuels generate an 

unacceptable risk not just to marine life, but to tourism, 

farming, and fishing, but the cultural values of first 

nation peoples. 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due 

to the irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing deep sea mining nor the extractions of gas for commercial use as part of the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program.    

725 4967, 5098 This decision rests with NOPSEMA who could 

recommend that all exploration be put on hold until 

appropriate Marine spatial planning for the southern 

coastal areas has been legislated 

These comments do not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due 

to the irrelevancy of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.  

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 

• Welcome and introductions 

• Why we’re here 

• About ConocoPhillips 

• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 

• Offshore drilling – explained 

• Environmental impacts and risks explained 

―Our methodology 



―Preliminary assessment 

• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 

 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 

Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1158 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided.  

 

The information sheet: 

• Summarized the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  

• Provided dates for project activities. 

• Outlined environmental considerations. 

• Included maps and a Q and A section. 

.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to where people could find it on the consultation hub to share feedback about  

locations and to look for up-to-date information. 

.      Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23, 

 

Attached the following Information Sheet: 

• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 

  

.   Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1364 29/05/2023 Community Session Warrnambool Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 

• Provided overview and context for session. 

• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 

• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 

• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 

• Shared what information would be coming soon.  

• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 

• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 

• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 

• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 

 

Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 

Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  

• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 

natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 

.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 

.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 

.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  

.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  

• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 



• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 

.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 

 

Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 

 

Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

The attached information sheet: 

• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 

• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 

provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 

• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 

• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 

sensitives. 

• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 

 

 Attached the following information sheet: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 

 

Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 

• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 

.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 

.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  

proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 

.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  

public comment and assessment.  

·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 

.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 

• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  

 

Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 

 

Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 

 



.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 

.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 

• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  

• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 

associated impacts.  

• Provided three options to lodge comments. 

• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. 

 

Attached the following information sheets: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 

 

Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 

pause was in line with the consultation approach. 

• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 

31 August 2023)  

• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  

• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 

 

The following information was attached: 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 

 

Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

This email: 

 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  

.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  

.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 

.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 

.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  

• Thanked everyone who had participated. 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 

adopted in the EP as a result.  

.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  

.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 



The following information sheet was attached: 

• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

 

The information sheet: 

.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 

-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 

.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  

• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 

been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 

.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 

to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

The attached information sheet: 

.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters.  

.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  

• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 

• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 

• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 

• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 

• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 

 

Provided links and contact details. 

4967 14/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

5053 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission and extending meeting offer. Requested response to arrange suitable time. 

5075 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to follow up on offer to discuss their submission.  

5098 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission with attached Official Letter of Response. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 

Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

 

The following information sheet was attached: 

• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 



 

Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 

 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  

 

• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 

 

Summary of Information Provided. 

 

.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 

updated to reflect this.  

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 

• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 

• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 

Environment Plan. 

• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 

NOPSEMA for assessment. 

• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 

information as it becomes available. 

 

The following information sheet was attached. 

• What we heard through the public comment period. 

 

Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  

• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 

in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  

• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 

• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 

become available. 

• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 

• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  

- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  

- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  

- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  

- Listed contact details.  

Attached:  

- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  

- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 630 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Reeve is an Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided  Reeve with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  Reeve engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims.  

Consultation process 
registered their interest in the proposed drilling program contact details with ConocoPhillips Australia after attending a community information session (Event ID 1633). ConocoPhillips Australia 

communicated with via email (Event ID(s) 5055; 5073; 5100) and provided project updates to  via campaign email correspondence (Event ID’s 1650; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3859; 4392; 4846; 4879; 
5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288). After  Reeve’s public comment submission, ConocoPhillips Australia extended offer to meet with them (Event ID’s 5055; 5073) which was not responded to. ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided a formal written response to ’s submission (Event ID 5100) and continued to provide them with campaign email correspondence. ConocoPhillips Australia has not received any further 
engagements with .  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published via consultation hub link (Event ID 1633). 
 
Public comment period 

was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in November 2023 (Event ID 4846).  
Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional email 
(Event ID 4879) informed  Reeve that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from  Reeve, with 16 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below 
(Event ID 4969). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed  Reeve following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public 
Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5100). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. 
The base level of information provided between 30 May 2023 and 12 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1633). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1633). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1633; 1650). 
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1633; 1650). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1633; 1650). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars via consultation hub (Event ID 1650). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1633). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1650). 
Further information provided included: 



 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1650) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with , 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in May 2023, 162 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to  between 30 May 2023 and 12 June 2023, a period of 13 days.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for a period of 70 days.  
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request additional time or 
information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties to review and 
respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and forth engagement. 
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from an initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
During consultation   
During consultation, raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline 
in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 



 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

697 5100, 4969 For instance, the locally significant Fairy Penguins which inhabit Middle Island 
near Warrnambool and the Short-tailed Shearwater colony which breeds at 
Griffiths Island near Port Fairy could end up coated in a deadly oily residue, 
amongst any of the other sea dwelling bird species, if the hydrocarbon spill 
drifted far enough in the 90 days that ConocoPhillips estimate it would take 
to acquire the backup equipment required to stop the leak. Not to mention 
how long it may take to contain and clean up the spill. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding risks to little penguins associated with 
a spill to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of risks.  
Potential risks to birds, including little penguins, from a release of marine diesel oil and a 
loss of well control event have been assessed in EP Tables 7-21 and 7-34. 
As stated within Section 4.5 of the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP), a response 
strategy specific to wildlife would be Implemented as directed by the state control 
agencies and supported by ConocoPhillips Australia and the existing arrangement with 
the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC). State authorities have state specific 
wildlife response plans which have been developed to be used in an emergency response. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed providing resources and support to the State 
authorities throughout the response in the control measure: Oiled Wildlife Response 
Resources, included in Table 7-39.  
, approximately 83% of released gas condensate will likely evaporate within the first 24 
hours with the remaining gas condensate and residue breaking down relatively quickly 
when exposed to wave action. Consequently the lighter and less persistent gas 
condensate is less likely to smother seabirds in the same way that heavier oils do. 
Additional information on impacts to seabirds from gas condensate have been identified 
in EP Table 7-34. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified control measures in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 to 
mitigate the risk of a hydrocarbon release to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) 
and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  These 
measures have been developed in consultation with environmental advisors, spill 
response specialists and align with standard industry practices and are well practiced and 
well understood.  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

701 5100, 4969 Australia’s largest population of fur seals which inhabit Dean Maar Island and 
the much-loved seal colony at Bridgewater Bay would also suffer as a 
consequence of a well leak. Why place our marine life at risk when it is 
completely unnecessary for us to be mining for new gas. NOPSEMA should 
reject ConocoPhillips’ plan to drill for gas because a possible leak is an 
unacceptable and unnecessary risk to our marine life. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding risks to fur seals associated with a spill 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of these risks.  
EP Section 7.6 (marine diesel oil (MDO) release), specifically Table 7-22 (MDO release), 
and Section 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)), specifically Table 7-35 (LOWC), include an 
assessment of risks to Australian pinnipeds including fur seals from hydrocarbon spills. 
Cape Bridgewater and Lady Julia Percy Island (also known as Deen Maar) were identified 
as known- haul out sites and taken into consideration in the assessment of consequence 
in EP Tables 7-22 and 7-35.  
Control measures have been identified in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 to mitigate the risk 
of a hydrocarbon release to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  These measures have 
been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists 
and align with standard industry practices and are well practiced and well understood.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the risks to fur seals associated with a MDO 
release and LOWC event have been adequately considered in the EP.  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

711 5100, 4969 Australia is transitioning off gas. I removed gas from our household this year 
and intend to continue increasing our solar power capacity upwards from 
the 4kW system we currently already use. With batteries becoming more 
affordable, it will become a real possibility for us to move well away from 
fossil fuels as a power source, which is what we need to do as swiftly as 
possible to deal with global warming. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding risks to fur seals associated with a spill 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided allows for an appropriate assessment of these risks.  
EP Section 7.6 (marine diesel oil (MDO) release), specifically Table 7-22 (MDO release), 
and Section 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)), specifically Table 7-35 (LOWC), include an 
assessment of risks to Australian pinnipeds including fur seals from hydrocarbon spills. 
Cape Bridgewater and Lady Julia Percy Island (also known as Deen Maar) were identified 
as known- haul out sites and taken into consideration in the assessment of consequence 
in EP Tables 7-22 and 7-35.  
Control measures have been identified in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 to mitigate the risk 
of a hydrocarbon release to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable 
Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements.  These measures have 
been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists 
and align with standard industry practices and are well practiced and well understood.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the risks to fur seals associated with a MDO 
release and LOWC event have been adequately considered in the EP.  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

732 5100, 4969 Seismic Blasting Harms Marine Life and Ecosystems. it concerned me greatly 
to hear about the proposed activities by ConocoPhillips when I heard about 
their project, including how they would be using seismic blasting to survey 
the seafloor for prospective gas sources. At the level of intensity at which 
seismic blasting operates, there can be significant impact upon marine life, 
which in turn has a flow-on effect to other species through the food chains, 
including humans with our local fisheries. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the impacts associated with marine 
seismic surveys to be of low merit, but has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
it accurately describes the activities proposed as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.  
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval.  
As stated in EP section 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as 
seismic surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
including downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys.  
• Downhole formation evaluation is necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate 
within the borehole. The evaluation is undertaken by a number of tools including the 
Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP produces impulsive sound and is anticipated to 
occur for approximately 20 hours per well (for a maximum of 6 wells).   
• Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the seabed and ensure safe 
positioning of the Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU). These surveys will include 
impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The geophysical surveys will 
last approximately 1 week at each potential well location (maximum of 9 locations).  
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used 
to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission 
impact assessment.  
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a 
borehole and transmitting to them from a near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic 
source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of less 
than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program), resulting in sound pressure levels (SPL) of approximately 
216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016).  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there will 
be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated with noise emissions 
which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to 
marine species.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of seismic surveys being proposed by others, including 
the Regia 3D Marine Seismic Survey, and has provided contact details for the companies 
preparing the relevant EPs for those activities, during the consultation process. During 
consultation ConocoPhillips Australia has been transparent around the overlap of the 
Regia 3D Marine seismic survey with the VIC/P79 operational area. The Cumulative 
Impact Assessment, detailed in EP Chapter 8, includes an assessment of impacts in 
consideration of impacts associated with reasonably foreseeable activities and projects 
within the region, including the Regia 3D Marine Seismic Survey.  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

733 5100, 4969 Some potential effects of seismic blasting to local species of significance are: 
Zooplankton - This is the source of most of the food chains in the ocean, 
where small creatures eat the zooplankton, bigger creatures eat the smaller 
creatures and so on. Or sometimes, like the baleen whales, the enormous 
creatures feed directly on huge amounts of the tiny creatures. Seismic 
blasting causes significant death of zooplankton, with research showing this 
effect out to a distance and depth of 1.2km from the seismic source. 
(McCauley et.al, 2017). With the extent of passes to be conducted through 
the Operating Area, there would be significant mortality to the zooplankton, 
which contains not only next generation larvae of many marine species, but 
is a food supply for small fish, filter feeding shellfish such as scallops, jellyfish, 
baleen whales and certain seabirds such as the Short-Tailed Shearwater. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to zooplankton to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts were adequately 
assessed.  
Please see the response to claim ID 732 in relation to seismic surveys generally. 
In relation to this specific claim, ConocoPhillips Australia notes that potential impacts to 
prey species, such as krill (Nyctiphanes australis), are expected to be limited by 
intermittent exposure, dispersive characteristics of the open water in the operational 
areas, and high reproductive rates. The magnitude of noise impacts (≤50 m for injury 
from the VSP source) on species such as krill, is highly localised and not discernible at the 
regional scale when considering natural variation in their spatial and temporal abundance. 
Continuous reproduction through the year coupled with a high growth rate means krill 
have very high productivity (IMAS 2011). Considering the localised and temporary impact 
to krill with rapid replacement of the species, any impacts from short term activities are 
not expected to be ecologically significant.  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

734 5100, 4969 Whales – Different species migrate and visit the Port Fairy district at different 
months of the year, all year round. The Southern Right Whales (endangered) 
visit to breed, calve and nurse their young May-Oct. The Humpback Whales 
(vulnerable) migrate through June-Sept. The Minke Whales travel through 
May-Sept. The Pygmy Blue Whales (endangered) migrate through Nov-April. 
The Blue Whales (endangered) come past from Nov-April. The Orcas/Killer 
Whales (which are actually the largest species of dolphin) can visit at any 
time of the year. These are the most frequently sighted whale species, but 
there are others too. Whales rely on echolocation for communication with 
each other, finding food and navigation. Seismic blasting can damage whale 
hearing, prevent echolocation and kill or displace their food supply. Seismic 
blasting may be avoided at certain times of the year to minimise the chance 
of harming the whales or interfering with their feeding, but no matter what 
time of the year activity is conducted, whales of some species will be visiting. 
Some of the species that visit us are endangered and we are meant to be 
doing everything we can, ensuring maximum level protection, to help aid 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on whales to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed.  
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 
certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 
included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole 
formation evaluation (VSP) and geophysical surveys (SBP).  
Noise modelling was undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). Section 6.7.2.1 of the EP states 
the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), 
Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for impulsive sound 
sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-35 of the EP shows that PTS 
and TTS for the largest conservative effect distance across all whales and was predicted 
for low-frequency cetaceans during VSP at maximum distances of 330 m and 2.39 km, 
respectively, over 24 hours of activity from the sound source. While behavioural responses 
for all whales excluding the southern right whale were predicted within 1.5 km of the 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

their population recoveries. If one single protected whale comes within 
range of the area, without question it should confidently be able to be 
detected to ensure zero harm or stress is caused to it, otherwise the activity 
should not be allowed to be conducted. It is not acceptable or worth the risk 
to be adding non-essential human caused pressures to the remaining 
individuals of these protected species.  

sound source. To assess the potential behavioural responses by migrating southern right 
whales with calves, the Wood et al. (2012) migrating mysticete category has been applied 
thereby increasing the protection afforded to this species. Behavioural responses for 
southern right whale calf-cow pairs were therefore predicted to increase from 1.5 km to 
6.48 km from the sound source. Any predicted impacts would be limited to a highly 
localised area of 2.39 km from the sound source while infrequent, short-term SBP and 
VSP activities are undertaken for all whale species, excluding the southern right whale. 
Predicted impacts to the southern right whale are limited to 6.48 km from the sound 
source while infrequent, short-term SBP and VSP activities are undertaken.   
The magnitude of impacts (≤50 m for recoverable injury from the VSP source) on prey 
species is highly localised and is not expected to be discernible at the regional scale when 
considering the large natural spatial and temporal variability and scale of plankton and 
spawning biomass in the South-east Marine Region. If plankton species are impacted, 
noting modelling of recoverable injury from the VSP source at ≤50 m, localised predicted 
impacts to plankton do not remove them from the food web. Nutrients and energy they 
contain are retained in the water column for several days as their carcasses remain are 
likely scavenged before any remaining matter sinks to the seafloor to be consumed by 
opportunistic benthic organisms (Kirillin et al. 2012, Tang et al. 2014, Dubovskaya et al. 
2015). Furthermore, impacts to predator/ prey interactions are highly unlikely, given the 
localised and short-term duration of impulsive sound emissions, with the activity not likely 
to result in any ecologically significant impacts at a population level for any zooplankton, 
fish eggs or larvae, other prey species that may be present in the water column within or 
adjacent to the operational area. Thus, impacts to primary production and ecosystem 
function are not predicted.  
Geophysical survey and VSP operations will be managed to ensure they are consistent 
with the Conservation Management Plans (CMPs) for the blue whale and the southern 
right whale. Further, a Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N, formerly Whale 
Management Plan) has been developed and outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation of 
increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for 
specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points 
for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity 
requirements.  
Therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact assessment of Moderate (3) for 
low-frequency cetaceans, including baleen whales, to be adequate. On the basis of the 
strong suite of control measures already proposed, no changes have been made to the 
EP in response to these claims.  
ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the importance of the offshore Otway Basin and 
nearby coastlines for a number of species including blue whales who may be present 
September through to June and migrating southern right whales who may be migrating 
through the area between April and October. Given the diversity of biologically important 
activities with differing peak periods, there is no perfect window where exploration 
activities can occur without the potential for impact in the absence of effective controls.  
NOPSEMA provides clear guidance on the acceptability of petroleum activities with the 
potential for underwater noise levels within a foraging area above the relevant published 
behavioural disturbance threshold for blue whales.   
If an offshore project or activity creates noise above relevant published injury and/or 
behavioural disturbance impact criteria inside a Foraging Area, titleholders should firstly 
evaluate all feasible measures to avoid times of the year when blue whales are likely to be 
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foraging.    
As detailed in EP section 6.6.7.1 (Ecological Receptors – Low Frequency Cetaceans) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has determined that the risk to all listed marine fauna cannot be 
avoided due to variability in timing of environmentally sensitive periods and unpredictable 
presence of some species, with blue whales typically present in foraging areas in higher 
numbers between January and April, and southern right whale typically present in 
Australian waters from early April to early November. Therefore, there is no period where 
avoidance of both species is possible.   
If it is not possible to avoid times sensitive times of year, there are requirements of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and the 
NOPSEMA EPBC Act-endorsed Program that constrain decision makers to ‘not act 
inconsistently’ with EPBC Act instruments, such as a recovery plan (e.g. the Conservation 
Management Plan for Blue Whales (CMP)).     
Accordingly, in order to demonstrate, with a high level of confidence, that requirements of 
the CMP will be met, approvals documentation needs to include content such as:   
• well-founded Environmental Impact Assessment,  
• commitment(s) to implement whale detection that will be effective in detecting whales 
over the extent and duration of predicted impacts, including provision for detection 
measures to be scalable based on triggers such as activity timing and location, and whale 
sighting data; and  
• associated management measures that are likely to be effective at preventing 
unacceptable impacts over the extent and duration scales informed by impact predictions 
and whale detection data gathered during the activity.   
Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess impacts to these species 
from the exploration drilling program and has made commitments to implement a Fauna 
Management Plan (Appendix N, formerly a Whale Management Plan) that includes whale 
detection and management measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to all 
whales, with a particular focus on blue whales and southern right whales given the activity 
overlaps relevant biologically important areas.   
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated 
to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory 
requirements.  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

735 5100, 4969 Dolphins – These come and go at all times of the year in the Moyne region. 
They are affected by seismic blasting in similar sorts of ways as whales, as 
they also rely heavily on echolocation to survive in an underwater world. 
They are expected to leave the area when seismic blasting regimes are 
conducted. It hardly seems fair, given the ocean is their habitat. People love 
to see the dolphins visiting our waters. We should be looking after them, not 
letting them be hurt or scared away from areas that they prefer to inhabit. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the potential impacts to dolphins as a 
result of the impulsive underwater sound emissions generated by the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that impacts to dolphins are adequately assessed.  
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in EP Section 
6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 
included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole 
formation evaluation and geophysical surveys. Downhole formation evaluation is 
necessary to analyse any potential gas or condensate within the borehole. The evaluation 
is undertaken by a number of tools including the Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) tool. VSP 
produces impulsive sound and is anticipated to occur for approximately 20 hours per well 
(for a maximum of 6 wells).  Geophysical surveys are necessary to minimise impact to the 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

seabed and ensure safe positioning of the Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (MODU). These 
surveys will include impulsive sound generated by sub-bottom profiling (SBP). The 
geophysical surveys will last approximately 1 week at each potential well location 
(maximum of 9 locations).  
VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP and was used 
to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation in underwater sound emission 
impact assessment.  VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of 
hydrophones in a borehole and transmitting to them from a near-surface seismic source. 
A VSP seismic source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total 
volume of less than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed 
for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program), resulting in sound pressure levels (SPL) of 
approximately 216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016).  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that EP Sections 6.6. (Underwater Sound Emissions – 
Non-Impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions - Impulsive) demonstrate that there 
will be Negligible (1) to Minor (2) residual consequences associated with noise emissions 
which do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, or irreversible impacts to 
marine species, including dolphins.  
Noise modelling was undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). Section 6.7.2.1 of the EP 
provides the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), 
Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for impulsive sound 
sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-36 of the EP shows that the 
noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS for high-frequency cetaceans (such as dolphins) was 
not reached during any modelled scenario. Therefore, any predicted impacts would be 
limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidance, within highly localised areas 
(maximum 1.5 km from the sound source) while infrequent, short-term SBP and VSP 
activities are undertaken. The Protected Matters Search Tool Report (Appendix B; 2 km 
EMBA for behavioural disturbance to marine mammals during VSP) identified high 
frequency cetaceans such as several dolphin species (e.g. bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops 
truncatus s. str.) and dusky (Lagenorhynchus obscurus)), and beaked whales (e.g. 
Mesoplodon bowdoini, Berardius arnuxii, and Ziphius cavirostris) may occur within the 2 
km EMBA. However, no biologically important areas or behaviours were identified within 
the area of ensonification.  
Therefore, ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact assessment for impulsive 
underwater sound emissions of Negligible (1) for high-frequency cetaceans, including 
dolphins, to be adequate and no changes have been made to the EP in response to these 
claims. 

736 5100, 4969 Seals - There is a large breeding colony of Australian Fur Seals at Dean Maar 
Island and Bridgewater Bay and they visit around the district, up and down 
the coast. The seal pups are born from late Oct-late Dec. Seals can travel 
tens of kilometres to forage in search of food, which is exactly what they will 
need to do, especially if the fish disappear from the region due to the 
seismic blasting. The blasting can also damage the seals’ ears and interfere 
with hunting for food that relies on sound detection. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to seals from the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that impacts to these species are adequately assessed. 
As stated in EP Section 6.6 certain activities, such as the operation of vessels, the MODU 
and helicopters, generate continuous underwater sound emissions. Noise modelling was 
undertaken for the EP (Appendix G). Section 6.6.3 of the EP states the sound exposure 
guidelines for the onset of Permeant Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift 
(TTS) and the current interim criterion for continuous sound sources for marine mammals’ 
behavioural threshold. Table 6-25 of the EP shows that the noise effect criteria for PTS 
and TTS for otariid seals was predicted during: 
• PTS – Scenario 4: MODU + Supply Vessel and Scenario 6: MODU + Supply + Resupply 
Vessel at T/49P  
• TTS – Scenario 4: MODU + Supply Vessel 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Maximum distances for potential impact extend 60 m and 100 m, respectively, over 24 
hours of activity from the sound source. The PMST Report for the largest conservative 
effect distance of 3.59 km (Appendix B) based on TTS criteria for low-frequency 
cetaceans, identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds (Arctocephalus forsteri, 
Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) none of which have biologically important 
areas or behaviours identified within the 3.59 km EMBA. It is unlikely that a seal would be 
within 60 to 100 m of the MODU for up to 24 hrs and thus PTS or TTS to seals is not 
predicted. 
Any predicted impacts from continuous underwater sound emissions would likely be 
limited to behavioural responses, such as avoidance, within highly localised areas. Table 6-
26 of the EP shows that the noise effect behavioural sound criteria for marine mammals 
was a maximum of 12.6 km at the shelf and 22.8 km at the shelf edge (extending in the 
offshore direction only). Behavioural impacts to otariid seals are predicted to result in 
temporary avoidance within highly localised areas (maximum 22.8 km from the sound 
source) while periodic, short-term activities are undertaken. The PMST Report (Appendix 
B; 22.8 km EMBA for behavioural disturbance to marine mammals on the shelf edge) 
identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds (Arctocephalus forsteri, Arctocephalus 
pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) which may occur within the 22.8 km EMBA. No 
biologically important areas were identified; however, breeding was a behaviour identified 
to occur for the Australian fur-seal. 
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 
certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 
included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole 
formation evaluation (VSP) as described in detail above. 
Section 6.7.2.1 of the EP states the sound exposure guidelines for the onset of Permeant 
Threshold Shift (PTS), Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and the current interim criterion for 
impulsive sound sources for marine mammals’ behavioural threshold. Table 6-36 of the EP 
shows that the noise effect criteria for PTS and TTS for otariid seals was not reached 
during any modelled scenario. Therefore, any predicted impacts would be limited to 
behavioural responses, such as avoidances within highly localised areas (maximum 1.5 km 
from the sound source) while infrequent, short-term SBP and VSP activities are 
undertaken. The PMST Report (Appendix B; 2 km EMBA for behavioural disturbance to 
marine mammals during VSP) identified 3 species of EPBC Listed pinnipeds 
(Arctocephalus forsteri, Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) which may occur 
within the 2 km EMBA, however, no biologically important areas or behaviours were 
identified. 
No BIAs were identified within the maximum extent where seals may be impacted (22.8 
km- behavioural threshold for non-impulsive noise), however a biologically important 
behaviour (breeding) for the Australian fur-seal was identified in the PMST search for this 
area. Several breeding islands are known to be located on the offshore islands of 
Tasmania. Reid Rocks is identified in the EP as one of the nearest breeding colonies to the 
T/49P operational area for the Australian fur-seal (EP Section 4.6.9 and Figure 4-47). Reid 
Rocks is located approximately 52 km from the T/49P operational area, approximately 29 
km beyond the largest noise EMBA (22.8 km). ConocoPhillips Australia has reviewed the 
literature used in the EP to inform the presence of seals undertaking foraging and 
breeding behaviours.  
Section 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the EP have been updated with consideration of literature 
which found that female seals tend to forage in the mid- outer continental shelf/ shelf 
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waters at depths of <200 m and therefore may forage within the operational areas 
(Arnould and Kirkwood, 2008; Shaughnessy, 1999). These impact assessment sections 
have also been updated to include consideration of the Reid Rocks breeding colony and 
reflects the information previously provided in the Existing Environment (Section 4.6.9). 
Anthropogenic noise impacts to seals have been thoroughly assessed in Sections 6.6.6 
and 6.7.6 of the EP. As stated above it is unlikely for seals to remain within 60-100 m of the 
sound source for the duration required to experience PTS and TTS from non-impulsive 
sound (24 hours). Therefore, physical impacts to seals affecting their ability to utilise 
underwater sounds while hunting is not predicted to occur. Further, impacts associated 
with the furthest EMBA (22.8 km) are purely behavioural and have the potential to result 
in the species avoidance of the area. Any behavioural impacts associated with impulsive 
sound sources are restricted to within 1.5 km of VSP and will be infrequent and short-
term. Therefore, although foraging may occur within the operational areas it is not 
anticipated that activities associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will 
affect the foraging success of pinniped species due to large foraging range of the species 
and the localised area of disturbance. 
As detailed in Section 6.7.6.1 of the EP, the noise effect criteria for mortality, recoverable 
injury and TTS thresholds of fish species was predicted during VSP at maximum distances 
of only 30 m, 40 m and 450 m, respectively, over 24 hours of activity from the sound 
source. Note, VSP represents the highest amplitude sound source between VSP and SBP 
and was used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation. Due to the short-
term, temporary activity with minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound 
sources, these activities will not result in prolonged or extreme exposure to fish species. 
Therefore, any impacts to fish species are not expected to impact the foraging success of 
seal species. 
Note, PTS and TTS resulting from continuous underwater sound emissions was not 
predicted for fish (prey) species.  
Finally, as described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna) pinnipeds such as 
those with a potential presence within the operational area (Arctocephalus forsteri, 
Arctocephalus pusillus and Neophoca cinerea) are highly agile species that have the 
ability to haul themselves onto rocks and oil and gas platform structures. A review 
conducted by Peel et al. (2016) of Australian vessel strike data from 2000-2015 found that 
there were no vessel interaction reports during the period for Australia sea-lions, 
Australian or New Zealand fur- seals. Although there have been incidents of seals being 
injured by boat propellers, all indications can be attributed to the seal interacting/playing 
with a boat, rather than ‘boat strike’, with a number of experts indicating the incidence of 
boat strike for seals is very low (Peel et al. 2016). Due to the short duration of exploration 
activities and slow vessel speeds within operational areas the risk of vessel strike to 
pinnipeds is considered low. The Fauna Management Plan has been updated to include 
detection of seals within MFO duties and a requirement for the implementation of 
avoidance measures if an individual is spotted has been included. 
The EP has been updated to include the Tasmanian Threatened Species Status of 
Arctocephalus forsteri in section 4.6.9.1. Updates to the Fauna Management Plan have 
occurred to include the detection of seals within Marine Fauna Officer duties in Section 4. 
Further, Sections 6.6.7.1 and 6.7.6.1 of the EP have been updated with consideration of 
literature that finds female seals may forage in the mid- outer continental shelf/ shelf 
waters in depths of <200 m. 

737 5100, 4969 Shearwaters – The Short Tailed Shearwater colony at Griffiths Island are a 
significant species for the township of Port Fairy. They arrive late Sept and 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with impulsive 
underwater noise emissions on shearwaters to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
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stay until April, before their huge migration. Shearwaters feed on tiny 
crustaceans in the zooplankton, small fish and squid. They immerse their 
heads before diving up to 20m deep in search of prey. Foraging from just 
before sunrise through to sunset, both near and far from their nesting 
colony, they wouldn’t necessarily be easy to spot and in such numbers, they 
would be nigh on impossible to avoid harming whilst underwater, when in 
the vicinity of the blasting. The shearwaters’ food supplies would be affected 
by the seismic blasting and could have a substantial effect on the health of 
the adult birds and their chicks. Fairy Penguins – There is a breeding colony 
of Fairy Penguins at Middle Island near Warrnambool, which is of great 
significance to the township of Warrnambool. Fairy Penguins also inhabit 
Dean Maar Island. No studies have been done specifically on the effect of 
seismic blasting on Fairy Penguins. With their night time underwater 
foraging, they would be impossible to spot and prone to harm with any 
seismic blasting within their range. Their food supply may well be impacted 
by seismic blasting, whether directly or in a flow-on effect up the food chain 
from zooplankton being killed in the Operating Area. 

Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately assessed.  
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. As stated in Chapter 6.7 
certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are 
included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole 
formation evaluation and geophysical surveys.  
There are currently no regulatory thresholds or criteria established to assess potential 
behavioural responses or injury to bird species from underwater noise and other 
carnivores in water (OCW). Southall et al. (2019) therefore recommended using OCW as a 
proxy. Using OCW thresholds the noise effect criteria for permanent threshold shift (PTS) 
and temporary threshold shift (TTS) were not reached, therefore any predicted impacts 
would be limited to behavioural response such as avoidance of highly localised areas 
while downhole formation evaluation and geophysical surveys are undertaken.  
Although shearwater species have been documented to forage for prey through a 
technique called ‘pursuit diving’ where the individual dives beneath the surface to collect 
prey the length of dives are brief. A study conducted on the foraging behaviour of the 
short-tailed shearwater found that dives have a mean duration of approximately 9 
seconds per dive (Berlincourt et al. 2015). Therefore, if individuals were to forage within 
the area of ensonification they would not be exposed to underwater noise emissions for a 
long enough period of time to cause injury. Behavioural responses such as avoidance 
have the potential to occur, however these will would be short-term and temporary.  
ConocoPhillips Australia also acknowledges claims regarding impacts on little penguins 
and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species 
were adequately assessed.  
As explained above, marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. 
Information regarding the Middle Island penguin colony was provided to ConocoPhillips 
Australia during relevant persons consultation in the preparation of the EP. The Middle 
Island Colony, located approximately 20 km from the closest point of the operational 
areas, has been included in the impact assessments within the EP. The little penguin 
breeding colony at Lady Percy Island (Deen Maar), which is approximately 17 km from the 
closest point of the operational areas, had already been considered in the impacts 
assessments.  
If individual little penguins are within the operational areas during VSP or seabed survey 
activities, impacts are expected to be limited to startle and strong avoidance behavioural 
responses (Pichegru et al., 2017; Sorensen et al., 2020). No regulatory thresholds or 
criteria have been established to assess potential behavioural responses or injury to 
penguins or any other bird species from underwater noise. It is inferred that penguins 
have relatively poor hearing thresholds in the lower frequencies (McCauley, 1994). Impacts 
to penguins are predicted to be temporary and infrequent given the short duration of 
seabed surveys (1 week per location) and VSP operations (< 20 hours per well, for a 
maximum of 6 wells).  On this basis, encounter rates with little penguin within operational 
areas is expected to be low and impacts from impulsive underwater sound emissions are 
considered Negligible (1).  
Displacement of prey species will be limited to within close proximity of the impulsive 
sound source. Therefore, the potential temporary displacement of prey species outside of 
the foraging BIA for little penguins is considered a Negligible (1) impact.    
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the impact assessment for impulsive underwater sound 
emissions of Negligible (1) for birds, including shearwaters and little penguins and their 
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prey species, to be adequate and has updated EP Sections 6.7.2.1 (Exposure Criteria 
Thresholds) and 6.7.6.1 (Ecological Receptors – Birds) in response to these claims. 
.  
References:  
Berlincourt M, Angel LP and Arnould JPY (2015) ‘Combined use of GPS and Accelerometry 
Reveals Fine Scale Three-Dimensional Foraging Behaviour in the Short-Tailed Shearwater’, 
PlosOne, 10(10): e0139351. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0139351 

739 5100, 4969 Fish – Seismic air guns severely damage fish ears at distances of 500m – 
several kms from the survey (McCauley et.al, 2003). They also react by 
swimming to deeper depths, “freezing” and becoming more active. Hugely 
reduced catch rates and decreased abundance have subsequently been 
reported near seismic surveys. For example, the flathead and whiting all but 
disappeared from the coast of Lakes Entrance after CGG conducted a seismic 
blasting regime for 6 months in 2020 (Davis, 2020). Whiting catch went down 
99.5% and flathead catch went down 71%, as found in research conducted 
by FRDC. If fish populations were negatively affected either directly or 
indirectly from seismic blasting, it would not only affect the marine 
ecosystems, but the local fisheries industry. Rock Lobsters – Seismic blasting 
causes significant damage to the special organ, called the mechanosensory 
organ, which provides a sense of balance, body position and movement, 
which are critical for predator avoidance (Day et.al, 2021). This affects their 
ability to avoid predation and may affect the populations of lobsters, which 
are an important part of the local fishing industry in Moyne. Scallops and 
other Bivalves – Significant mortality, physiological harm and changes in 
behaviour have been found to result from exposure to seismic signals, the 
levels of which increased as the number of exposures increased. (Day et. al. 
2017) Scallops and other bivalves are filter feeders and so feed on plankton. 
If zooplankton stocks are killed off significantly in the Operating Area from 
seismic blasting, this could affect food supply for scallops and other bivalves 
and affect the fisheries industry in the Port Fairy area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on fish and shark species to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were 
adequately assessed.  
Please see the response to claim ID 732 in relation to seismic surveys generally. 
VSP involves shallow subsurface imaging by placing a string of hydrophones in a 
borehole and transmitting to them from a near-surface seismic source. A VSP seismic 
source in the marine environment is typically an airgun array with a total volume of less 
than 1,000 cubic inches (with 750 cui as the maximum volume proposed for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program), resulting in sound pressure levels (SPL) of approximately 
216 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). In comparison, seismic surveys involve 
wide-area, deep subsurface imaging which requires a larger volume airgun array for deep 
penetration, with a total volume of up to 5,200 cubic inches resulting in SPLs of 
approximately 238 dB re 1 µPa2.s at 1 m (Salgado Kent et al. 2016). The transmission path 
lengths involved in VSP are typically much shorter than in 2D and 3D marine seismic 
surveys which corresponds with the lower acoustic energy required for the VSP seismic 
source.   
The EP acknowledges that fish may be impacted by underwater sound. Sound exposure 
criteria thresholds and impacts to fish and sharks were identified using extensive peer 
review, published literature (referenced throughout EP Sections 6.6 and 6.7 and listed in 
Chapter 13) and noise modelling was conducted by internationally renowned underwater 
noise specialist, Jasco Applied Sciences, for the EP (Appendix G). As described in detail in 
EP Section 6.7, noise modelling demonstrates that no impact to fish and sharks would be 
expected beyond 450m of the VSP source, and any impact inside 450 m will only be for 
the duration of the VSP activity which is limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.    
Due to the minimal areas of impact from the VSP and SBP sound sources, these activities 
will not result in prolonged or extreme exposure to fish or shark species or have 
population level impacts. In addition, noise generated by VSP and SBP will be temporary 
and limited to short-term durations, with additional control measures in place to mitigate 
impacts to individuals from VSP including the use of soft-start procedures to give animals 
time to move away.  
Impacts associated with non-impulsive sound are detailed in EP Section 6.6 which predicts 
only localised behavioural impacts, such as avoidance.  
Additional information has been included in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment 
Plan) to clarify that marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of this EP in response 
to these comments. 

740 5100, 4969 In recent communications I had with seismic survey company CGG (who 
ConocoPhillips are employing to do their seismic blasting) on their Social 
Pinpoint – Regia MSS 
(https://klarite.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/regiamss/map#/) in relation to their 
proposed seismic survey near Port Fairy, they attempted to downplay the 

These comments do not relate to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment 
Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates as ConocoPhillips Australia is not 
proposing a marine seismic survey as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
Consequently, due to the low merit of the comments, they have not been considered 
further in preparing the EP. 
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effect seismic blasting has on scallops, when they said that: “It would be 
unacceptable to have mortal effects on any marine species from our or any 
marine seismic survey. We do not predict mortal effects to molluscs 
(including scallops, abalone, oysters, clams, mussels, limpets, squids, octopus 
and cuttlefish etc.).” I responded saying: “Why do you say, with confidence, 
that your seismic blasting won’t harm shellfish such as Scallops (or abalone 
etc) when studies have been done by Ryan Day et.al. (2017) to prove that 
“Exposure to seismic air gun signals causes physiological harm (including 
significant mortality) and alters behaviour in the scallop Pecten fumatus”? 
And CGG replied to me saying: “We understand that there are impacts of 
seismic surveys. The findings of the paper have been used to define the 
distance at which some effects may occur. Our current understanding is that 
the effects are initially sub-lethal, that increased mortality was observed post 
exposure, and that increased mortality was within natural variation. 

741 5100, 4969 I proceeded to get to the bottom of it and contacted Dr. Ryan Day himself at 
the University of Tasmania by email to ask him about it. He informed me that 
CGG’s claim of: “The“increased mortality was within natural variation” is not a 
correct interpretation of the results of that study. Comparing the exposure 
treatments within the study to animals out in the wild is not a valid 
comparison, they should be compared to the control of that study, which 
found a 3.6-3.8% mortality rate for control scallops and 14.8-17.5% mortality 
in the highest level of exposure. While it is true that scallops can experience 
large scale die-offs in the wild, which is what drives the 20% number they’re 
making reference to, that is not relevant in experimental studies with 
appropriate controls. You are correct in your interpretation that our results 
showed significantly elevated mortality and physiological harm in scallops 
following exposure.” To me, this sounds like a gross and misleading 
misinterpretation of the expected effects of seismic blasting on scallops by 
CGG, which was concerning 3 fold: 1. What may actually happen to the 
scallops. 2. What may happen to the local scallop fishing industry. 3. That 
CGG was either not capable of using scientific research correctly to base their 
activity on in as safe a manner as possible for marine species OR that they 
were intentionally misleading the Port Fairy community to allay fears and 
carry on with their activity regardless of the effect on the scallops. It is 
important that rigorous scientific research isn’t misrepresented by seismic 
survey companies and gas drilling companies to further their means. One 
can’t assume that they will choose the morally correct path, if left unchecked. 

Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. These comments do not 
relate to the EP, or the activity to which the EP relates. Consequently, due to the low merit 
of the comments, they have not been considered further in preparing the EP.    

742 5100, 4969 Octopus – In the few months following the seismic blasting conducted by 
CGG at Lakes Entrance in 2020, the ABC reported on fishers saying that their 
octopus catch was down by 80% (Davis & Burns, 2020). Research has been 
conducted by Associate Professor Jayson Semmens et.al. at the University of 
Tasmania into the effect of seismic blasting on octopus where males were 
found to have reduced adventurousness and depressed feeding, females 
were shown to have reduced maternal care of their eggs, there were 
significant increases in stress as shown by pH levels and neuromuscular 
function was affected (Day et.al., 2023). Clearly seismic blasting has a 
negative impact on octopi. For such a species that would be unable to move 
quickly and easily of a surveyed area, this is cruel and could have a negative 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program on octopus species to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately assessed.  
Marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and will not be conducted under this approval. However, as stated in EP 
Chapter 6.7 certain short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic 
surveys, are included within the scope of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
including downhole formation evaluation (Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP)) and 
geophysical surveys (Sub-bottom Profiling (SBP)). These activities are of short-duration 
and produce highly localised impacts.  
Noise modelling for impulsive underwater sound can be found in Section 6.7.2 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

impact on a population. Eels – With the establishment of the Budj Bim eel 
interpretative centre, in conjunction with the World Heritage overlay in the 
area, Short-finned Freshwater Eels have become a recently recognised 
additional question mark in relation to seismic blasting, with new studies of 
their complex migratory life cycle pattern having been conducted (Koster 
et.al, 2021). The adults migrate out of the freshwater rivers, into deep water 
through the ocean, all the way to the tropical Coral Sea. There they breed 
and the larvae return down the East Coast, as part of the zooplankton, to 
return to the rivers as juveniles. The Short-Finned Eel is of great cultural 
significance to the indigenous Gunditjmara people. No studies have been 
done on the effect of seismic blasting on the “near threatened” Short-finned 
Freshwater Eel. 

(Underwater Sound Modelling) or Appendix G of the EP.   
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

743 5100, 4969 There are thousands of different marine animal species in the ConocoPhillips 
proposed drilling survey area. All of the marine animals will be affected 
either directly or indirectly through the food chains, as a result of physical 
harm or mortality, or through behavioural changes in trying to avoid the 
harmful effects of the seismic blasting, or by a flow-on food chain effect 
from relying on another species to survive. ConocoPhillips will not deny that 
their actions will have a negative effect on the marine life to some degree, 
but they will see it as being acceptable as long as the different species as a 
whole will recover eventually, even if millions of individual marine animals are 
killed, stressed or hurt in the process. This is not okay to me. Our ocean life 
already has enough human caused pressures placed upon it. Our wonderful 
oceans and marine life are greatly valued and depended upon by the people 
of Moyne, and visitors alike, for so many reasons. They are worth infinitely 
more to us than any short-term benefit that anyone is going to get out of 
ConocoPhillips or any other similar company going forward. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with marine 
seismic surveys to be of low merit, but has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
it accurately describes the activities proposed as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
Please see the response to claim ID 732 in relation to seismic surveys generally. 
 
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 

744 5100, 4969 Seismic blasting has been found to be harmful to marine life and ecosystems 
in much of the scientific research that has been undertaken thus far. Not 
enough independent scientific research has been done in relation to how 
seismic blasting affects marine species and ecosystems as a whole to inform 
us as to whether it is a sensible idea. Selfish human activity has already 
caused mass extinctions and threats to the survival of innumerable species 
globally. In the quest for human “progress” Australia has one of the highest 
rates of species extinction in the world. What we do to the environment, we 
ultimately do to ourselves. As the caretakers of The Otway Basin, we need to 
use facts, thought and foresight to ensure that the actions we take today 
result in a healthy, sustainable ocean environment for humans, as well as the 
species with which we share it. More independent scientific study needs to 
be done on the effect of seismic blasting on marine species and ecosystems 
before allowing it to be conducted in our oceans. If such proposed projects 
are necessary now at all, alternative, proven, far less harmful methods of 
surveying should be utilised in place of seismic blasting, instead of assuming 
that marine species and ecosystems are robust enough to handle it. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts associated with marine 
seismic surveys to be of low merit, but has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
it accurately describes the activities proposed as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
Please see the response to claim ID 732 in relation to seismic surveys generally. 
As part of the impact assessment process, ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned an 
international acoustic expert to conduct noise modelling to determine highly conservate 
distances to effect thresholds for a range of species using peer reviewed literature to 
determine relevant threshold values. The peer review process for publication is considered 
to provide for an appropriate level of independent review. As a Titleholder, ConocoPhillips 
Australia is also required to take newly published peer reviewed literature into 
consideration, where relevant, for the duration of the activity.  
The exposure criteria thresholds selected for modelling and impact assessment were 
based on current best available science and acceptance by regulatory agencies, as 
described in EP Sections 6.6.3 and 6.7.2.1 (Exposure Criteria Thresholds – for non-
impulsive and impulsive sound respectively) and detailed in the JASCO Applied Sciences 
Noise Modelling Report (EP Appendix G).  
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the potential risk and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia does not 
propose to make any changes to the EP in response to these claims. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

745 5100, 4969 The public comment period of just one month for such a large and complex 
document is totally inadequate. Australian people and communities need a 
realistic amount of time and opportunity to respond to such environmental 
plans, if ConocoPhillips is going to do their consultation fairly and well. Even 
with expertise in this area, it would be a challenge to find enough time to 
read through and respond to such a document. For the average member of 
the public, it takes far longer to process, understand, research, consider and 
respond to it. I, for one, would be interested to read the Environment Plan in 
its entirety, to understand the full intentions, however that is sadly an 
impossible task. ConocoPhillips has not allowed a fair and reasonable time 
for the reading and public comment of their Environment Plan. An extended 
period of time, at least 3 months, should be allowed for a task of such 
magnitude and importance. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the public comment period to be of 
high merit and has reviewed the consultation process undertaken.  
ConocoPhillips Australia undertook extensive consultation as required under Division 3 
and section 25 of the Environment Regulations in the months preceding the public 
comment period. EP Chapter 3 (Consultation) outlines in detail the methods, approaches 
and communication tools used to support consultation, with extensive evidence of 
consultation provided in EP Appendices C and D.  
To support consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia also made draft EP chapters available to 
relevant persons via the consultation hub on 31 August 2023 and communicated this 
availability and instructions on how to provide feedback via email to relevant persons. 
When public comment closed on 18 December 2023 it had been available to the public 
for 110 days for review.   
ConocoPhillips Australia also advertised extensively throughout the consultation process 
in an attempt to identify potentially relevant persons, most recently placing public 
notifications in national, state and regional papers notifying the public of the public 
comment period.  
Having regard to the above, ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response 
to these comments. 

 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1633 30/05/2023 Community Session Port Fairy Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1650 12/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.   Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .    Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.    Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide whether they were a Relevant Person; and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20, 2023).  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This 
pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 
August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how 
to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4969 18/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5055 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission and extending meeting offer. Requested response to arrange suitable time. 
5073 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual to follow up on offer to meet regarding submission and program. 
5100 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission with attached Official Letter of Response. 
5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 – ORG ID 636 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Consultation Hub (Newsletter Sign-Up). 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   Haydon is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Haydon is a member of Beyond Gas Network, a volunteer network of grassroots climate action networks that educating community about the 
scale and impact of expansion plans proposed by the gas industry to encourage citizens to constructively express their outrage to their federal and state members of parliament. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with  Haydon resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons 
functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan, including CM08: Fauna Management Plan. 
Consultation process 

 contacted ConocoPhillips Australia directly via Social Pinpoint registration and: requested to receive project updates regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program; registered for 
upcoming webinars; requested a consultation meeting (Event ID(s) 1048; 1049; 1050). ConocoPhillips Australia contacted via an outgoing telephone call to ascertain their functions, interests and 
activities and to provide an overview of the proposed drilling program (Event DI 1051). noted that their primary concern was the impact of gas on climate change and impact of seismic acquisition 
on the environment (Event ID 1051). ConocoPhillips Australia followed up to the telephone call by email as a way for to have an additional medium through which they could contact 
ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID 1052).  attended a webinar in July 2023 (Event ID 2844) but did not provide any further direct correspondence to ConocoPhillips Australia. Throughout 
consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia provided with project update correspondence via campaign email (Event ID(s) 1157; 1221; 1637; 1927; 2534; 2625; 3050; 3181; 3361; 3475; 3859; 4392; 4750; 
4830; 4846; 4879; 5155; 5175; 5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1157).   
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 2 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID’s 1051; 1157; 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID’s 1157; 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID’s 1157; 1637).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1157; 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 

 Information updates related to the public comment period.  
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process.  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the . The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 191 days initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided base 
level of sufficient information listed above to between 2 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 (over a period of 37 days).  
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.  
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 5 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).  The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below.  
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1357 2844 Relevant person highlighted 
the rapid warming of 
Tasmania's waters and recent 
record-breaking global 
temperatures, questioning 
the company's concern 
towards these environmental 
issues. 

This information is already reflected in EP Section 6.5.5.2 (Greenhouse Gas Emissions) which describes how climate change has been 
attributed to fundamental changes to the physical and chemical characteristics of the ocean, such as ocean warming, sea levels rising, 
acidification and deoxygenation (IPCC 2022);  sea surface temperatures have increased globally over recent decades and are expected to 
continue to rise; estimates of warming in the Southern Tasman Sea of between 0.6 to 0.9°C, and between 0.3 to 0.6°C elsewhere along 
the Australian coast, are predicted by 2030 (Church et al. 2006).  Emissions that occur as a result of the proposed activity are small when 
compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 

1356 2844 Research has been conducted 
on the long-term effects on 
the life cycle of the Tasmanian 
Rock Lobster and other 
fishing stocks. 

This information does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), or the activity to which the EP relates. Statement was made in relation to 
impacts associated with marine seismic surveys which are not relevant to the proposed activity. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 



1069 2844 Claim Relevant person raised 
concerns about the potential 
impact of the proposed 
survey and mining activities 
on the endangered and 
protected Southern Right 
Whale. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

EP Section 4.6.9.2 describes the southern right whale 
migration BIA that overlaps the operational areas, noting 
that the reproductive BIA along the coast is occupied 
May to September (NCVA 2023) or conservatively May 
to October (CoA 2022) and that female-calf pairs may 
migrate south from wintering areas through Western 
Bass Strait, including the proposed operational areas. 
The EP acknowledges that the operational areas overlap 
the southern right whale Migration BIA as shown in EP 
Figure 4-53.  Note: ConocoPhillips Australia is not 
proposing to conduct any activities within the southern 
right whale Reproductive BIA (i.e. breeding 
habitats/calving grounds) and these areas are not within 
the underwater sound environments that may be 
affected (EMBAs). 
A key component of the EP is to describe how 
underwater noise from seabed surveys and exploratory 
drilling can impact whales, noting that underwater noise 
has been identified as the most significant potential 
impact to marine mammals.  Potential physiological, 
behavioural and perceptual impacts from underwater 
noise are comprehensively discussed in EP sections 6.6 
and 6.7. See M13 and the JASCO Noise Modelling Report 
(Appendix G of EP) for a description of noise exposure 
criteria thresholds used in the impact assessment. A 
comprehensive suite of control measures has been 
developed to protect threatened marine mammal 
species from underwater noise, as described in the 
Fauna Management Plan (CM08: Appendix N of the EP). 
In accordance with the control measures set out within 
the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be 
managed so that the potential impacts and risks will be 
mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in 
accordance with all environmental regulatory 
requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is 
satisfied that the potential impacts have been 
adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined 
above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in 
response to these claims. 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 

1070 2844 Claim Relevant person raised a 
concern about the legality 
under Tasmanian 
Environmental Protection laws 
of interfering with the 
migration of the Southern 
right whale. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding 
requirements for titleholders to undertake their activity 
in a manner that is not inconsistent with the Southern 
Right Whale Recovery Plan and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure this is adequately 
addressed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with claims 
that the Environment Plan (EP) is inconsistent with the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 or any of Australia’s national and international 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 



requirements.  
Consistency with legislative and other requirements 
forms part of the acceptable levels demonstrated within 
each impact and risk assessment within the EP. Under the 
Commonwealth government streamlining arrangements, 
NOPSEMA’s assessment of this EP provides an 
appropriate level of consideration of the impacts to 
matters of national environmental significance (MNES) 
protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act. 
Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan 
(Appendix N) outlines specific measures to minimise 
anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species. This 
includes the implementation of increased safe operating 
distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity 
surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility 
controls and establishment of safe points for operational 
activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well 
Integrity requirements.  
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will be managed 
so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated 
to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with 
environmental regulatory requirements. See EP Section 
5.6.2 for a detailed explanation of the ALARP status 
determination used for the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.   
The EPOs, EPS’ and control measures outlined in the EP 
ensure the Otway Exploration Drilling program will be 
consistent with the Southern Right Whale Recovery Plan. 

1071 2844 Claim Relevant person emphasized 
the need for the potential 
contribution of gas 
exploration to ocean heating 
to be included in the risk 
assessment. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

This claim does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), 
or the activity to which the EP relates.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to extract 
commercial quantities of gas,  i.e. gas production, as part 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
Additional approvals and further consultation would be 
required to support the development of a commercial 
project and associated production wells.  

N/A 

1072 2844 Claim Relevant person expressed 
concerns about the lack of 
transparency regarding the 
testing methods used for gas 
detection and the 
environmental impacts of 
downstream gas production. 

Low – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

This claim does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), 
or the activity to which the EP relates.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to extract 
commercial quantities of gas, i.e. gas production, as part 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity 
presented in the Environment Plan is for short-term, 
temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
Additional approvals and further consultation would be 
required to support the development of a commercial 
project and associated production wells. 

N/A 



1355 2844 Claim Relevant person questioned 
the mitigation measures 
being taken to address the 
potential impact of gas 
exploration on local industry 
and fisheries, citing previous 
studies that show a 40% 
depletion in shellfish stocks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

This claim does not relate to the Environment Plan (EP), 
or the activity to which the EP relates. Statement was 
made in relation to impacts associated with marine 
siesmic surveys which are not relevant to the proposed 
activity. 

N/A 

 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1048 22/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Registered for Updates 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Stay Connected survey via Social Pinpoint. Individual registered their contact details 
to receive information regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 

1050 22/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Comment 

INCOMING SURVEY: from individual. Individual completed the Submit Instant Feedback via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Requested to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
• Requested a consultation meeting with ConocoPhillips, regarding the proposed project, on behalf of their organisation. 

1049 22/04/2023 Social Pinpoint 
Webinar Registration 

INCOMING REGISTRATION for future webinars: from individual via Webinar Registration survey on Social PinPoint. Individual provided their contact 
details to participate to future webinars concerning the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Individual heard about the project from word of mouth. 

1051 2/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to discuss consultation with individual’s organisation: 
• Advised their organisation network is Australia wide. 
• Shared their usual time meeting and suggested ConocoPhillips join for one meeting to start. 
• Shared their focus is on impact of gas on climate change and impact of seismic acquisition on environment. 
• Advised they will pose this approach to their meeting on the same day and suggest dates for a consultation. 

1052 2/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following up phone call.  
 
Summary of information provided: 
•COP team member providing email address so individual has additional ways of contact them. 
•Spoke about providing a project overview, regulatory overview and drilling overview as well as questions as initial consultation. 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback 



about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1221 18/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had previously registered for webinar information.  
 
Summary of information Provided. 
.       Invited people to attend a webinar on May 23, 2023. 
• Provided date and log-in details. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and uploaded to the consultation hub, noting that attendance implied consent to be recorded. 
.       Informed people that the session would be muted but that questions could be tabled through the chat unction. 
• Invited people to provide additional context and feedback through the online collaborative mapping tool on the consultation hub and provided the 
link. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details 
 
Requested people to refer others who may have an interest and provided project contact details. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1927 4/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 



• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online collaborative mapping tool available through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Information Sheet: Conoco Phillips - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2534 24/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The email: 
• Provided log-in details, information and time for a webinar scheduled for July 26. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information later access; and that joining the webinar implied consent to be recorded. 
.   Informed people that visitors would be muted during the recoding but could log questions through the chat function. 
• Outlined details on how to provide additional context and feedback on the online mapping tool accessed through the consultation hub. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural.  
 
Provided project contact details for further information or referral of others to the project. 

2844 26/07/2023 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR 2: Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia.  
 
-Project overview  
-Overview of consultation process 
-Overview of environmental planning area and how we've described the existing environment  
-Environmental Performance Outcomes for the Activity 
-Participant led discussion of topics and aspects covered in the EP 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 



• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3361 13/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time, log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access on the consultation hub and that participation carried 
consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 



.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that to be 
submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3475 20/09/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To people who had registered for information on forthcoming webinars. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.   Details to log into the webinar - date (20/9/23), time and log-in details. 
.   Noted that the webinar would be recorded for public information; uploading and later access and that participation carried consent to be recorded. 
.    Noted that the webinar participants would be muted but could log questions through the chat function. 
 
The information sheet also: 
• Informed people that the Draft EP Chapters had been released for consultation. 
.   Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking insights, experience, and expertise to refine the impact and risk assessments for the 
environmental plan. 
.   Noted that the available Environment Plan (EP) chapters had been prepared as a draft for consultation and would form the basis of the EP that would 
be submitted to  
NOPSEMA. They would then be amended based on feedback received and any subsequent research required.  
.   Affirmed COPA's view that any environmental assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and feedback to ensure these 
assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and accurate as possible and that the community's unique perspectives and areas of expertise could shed 
light on facets that might have been overlooked or underestimated. 
.     Release of the draft chapters was to ensure that all relevant persons had sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the potential 
impacts on their functions, interests and activities.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
 
 The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Webinar Details. 
.       A link to the draft Enviornmental Plan chapters. 
 
Details on how to provide feedback were provided.  
 
Contact details for the project team were also given. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 



• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 
31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4750 14/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The invitation to Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 
• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.    Explained that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached. 
.    Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4830 15/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list of people who had registered to receive webinar notifications.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Reminder for Webinar 4 on 15th November 2023: 



• Outlined the content. 
• Provided log-in details and information. 
• Noted that the session would be recorded and made public for information and later access.  
.   Noted that participation provides consent to be recorded. 
.   Noted that the webinar would cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and 
the EP assessment commences.  
.    Informed recipients that questions would be limited to procedural questions only.  
.    Indicated that participants would be muted for the duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat.  
 
The following information was attached - Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Webinar Details. 
 
Provided project contact details for further information or to refer to other people who may be affected. 
Referred people to the consultation hub for further information. 

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 



.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program 
in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Fight for the Bight Port Fairy – ORG ID 644 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fight for the Bight Port Fairy was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fight for the Bight Port Fairy was identified via Public Comment. 
 Fight for the Bight Port Fairy is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Fight for the Bight Port Fairy is a eNGO and Environment Focused Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-
5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. Fight for the Bight Port Fairy is an environment focused community group from Port Fairy, which is  within the environmental 
planning area. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided Fight for the Bight Port Fairy with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. ConocoPhillips Australia engaged in 
meaningful consultation with Fight for the Bight Port Fairy regarding adverse impacts and risks related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. Fight for the Bight Port Fairy did not provide any 
assertions or concerns, information, or objections and claims that impacted the Environment Plan’s development.  However, they did submit a detailed Public Comment. 

Consultation process 
Fight for the Bight Port Fairy communicated directly with ConocoPhillips Australia during attendance at community sessions (Event ID(s) 1087; 1180; 1633). Fight for the Bight Port Fairy did not provide contact 
details at the community information sessions and therefore did not receive initial mailouts regarding the proposed drilling program until the public comment period. ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public 
comment noting 23 items of feedback on behalf of Fight for the Bight Port Fairy based on information received during the community information sessions as shown in the Public Comment table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia continued to engage with Fight for the Bight Port Fairy via email (Event ID(s) 5056; 5072; 5089; 5134), webinar (Event ID 5239) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 5155; 5175; 
5199; 5210; 5247; 5485; 6288).  ConocoPhillips Australia encouraged a virtual meeting to discuss their public comment submission (Event ID 5072), and Fight for the Bight Port Fairy accepted the invitation (Event 
ID 5082) however, did not respond to further correspondence requesting meeting times (Event ID 5089; 5135). ConocoPhillips Australia provided a formal written response to Fight for the Bight Port Fairy’s 
objections raised in their public comment via email (Event ID 5134) and continued to provide project update correspondence as it became available.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 
Public comment period 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Fight for the Bight Port Fairy, with 23 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment 
Submission’ table below (Event ID 4946). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Fight for the Bight Port Fairy following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised 
through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5134). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Fight for the Bight Port Fairy to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided between 17 April 2023 and 30 May 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID(s) 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 



 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
 Sensitive information request (Event ID 1087; 1180; 1633). 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Fight for the Bight Port Fairy, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Fight for the Bight Port Fairy was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity in April 2023, 206 days before first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Fight for the Bight Port Fairy between 17 April 2023 and 30 May 2023 a period of 43 days. 
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information, Fight for the Bight Port Fairy had the information for a period of 163 days.  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific questions:  
 Response to all objections and claims was provided in February 2024 (Event ID 5134). 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Fight for the Bight Port Fairy to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control 
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Fight for the Bight Port Fairy raised 1 objection and claim about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation 
processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1210 5239 Claim Relevant person highlighted 
that well blowouts are not 
uncommon, with eight 
instances recorded between 
2014 and 2021. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 3-
7 

As advised in the Webinar (Event ID: 5239), a Loss of 
Well Control (LOWC) can mean simply the failure of one 
barrier in the control process but there are typically 
multiple barriers that subsequently kick in should any 
primary barrier fail. So a a LOWC can still occur and 
would still be reported to NOPSEMA, but a LOWC does 
not equate to a 'well blowout' and the subsequent 
release of any hydrocarbons to the environment. It's a 
really important distinction to make between a LOWC 
and a 'well blowout'. Further, as decribed in EP Section 
7.7.5, an assessment of historical LOWC incidents was 
undertaken using the IOGP Risk Assessment Data 
Directory (2019). This provided an indicative probability 
of a LOWC from exploration drilling that can be 
reasonably expected to occur, based on previous 
incidents. The chances of the activity resulting in a 
LOWC event are 1.6 x 10-4 per well drilled, i.e. there is a 
0.016% chance that the event may occur, which 
corresponds to a likelihood ranking of Unlikely (L2). 

N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

480 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am deeply concerned about ConocoPhillips plans to drill up 
to six new gas wells in the oceans along Victoria’s iconic Great 
Ocean Road and along the coast of King Island, north of 
Lutruwita / Tasmania. It is particularly disturbing that the 
Zeehan Marine Park, recognised for its ecological significance, 
has not been excluded from the area where drilling might 
occur. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the economic significance and value recreation and tourism plays in coastal 
communities within the Environmental Planning Area and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure 
potential impacts have been assessed.  
ConocoPhillips Australia describes the existing environment of the operational areas and the environment that 
may be affected (EMBA), with a description of tourism provided in EP Sections 4.7.5 (Tourism), 4.7.5.3 
(Recreational Diving and Surfing) 4.7.5.4 (Recreational Fishing, including Charters and Nature Experiences) and 
tourism and recreational activities described through-out EP Chapter 4, for example, Section 4.4.5.3 (Gippsland 
Lakes). Due to the offshore nature of the operational areas, overlap of the proposed activities with tourism and 
recreational activities is limited primarily to visual and aesthetic values.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of impacts to aesthetic values and visual amenity, and the extent to which 
coastal recreation and tourism is likely to be affected by the visibility of the activity, is short-term, fully, with no 
long-term impacts to visual amenity or aesthetic values. Drilling has been conducted safely for over 50 years in 
the offshore environment in the Otway Basin and has most recently been carried out in 2021-22 by another 
titleholder. Consequently, economic impacts to coastal communities are not predicted. 
The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by 
allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable impact 
on the values of the area. Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as 
commercial fishing, mining, structure and works, among others.  
In accordance with the Director of National Parks (DNP) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) Guidance note to support environmental protection and 
effective consultation regarding petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks, the EP has identified all impacts 
and risks on AMP values (including ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on 
how these will be managed to an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce 
impacts and risks to as low as reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

Environmental Impact Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 
Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 
6.8 Planned Drilling Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 
Minor Loss of Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of 
Invasive Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses 
Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and do not 
have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts. The adopted control 
measures are considered effective and appropriate to the temporary, small scale and reversible nature of the 
predicted environmental impacts and risks.  The activity can be managed in a way that is not inconsistent with 
the South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan, and the Temperate East Marine 
Parks Network Management Plan where relevant to the wider EMBA, as detailed in the abovementioned impact 
and risk sections. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered options to eliminate activities within the Zeehan Marine Park (for 
example directional drilling from outside the AMP) and, although technically feasible depending on location, 
the evaluation of trade-offs indicates the additional time and cost to implement would lead to 
disproportionately increased impacts associated with emissions, discharges and noise.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 

481 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I am also concerned that ConocoPhillips hasn’t identified 
specific drilling sites, and I believe potential environmental 
impacts cannot be properly assessed without this information. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding drilling locations and areas of assessment to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that an adequate explanation of the assessment 
process was provided. 
As detailed in EP Section 1.4 (Scope of this Environment Plan), the process for selecting final drilling locations 
involves the completion of seismic data processing in order to select targets with a high probability of success 
and an analysis of the efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the least number of wells. 
Therefore, operational areas have been designed to represent the broadest area within which petroleum 
activities can occur. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a thorough description of the environment within the 
operational areas and the environment that may be affected (EMBA) in EP Chapter 4. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed 
surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with 
petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey 
and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and 
risks. However, a precautionary approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and applies 
appropriate control measures across the board to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as 
low as reasonably practicable. 
Further, presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full 
consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion is 
considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing 
multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of 
feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
For example, ConocoPhillips Australia has assumed that a species and their habitat identified in a PMST search 
within a sound, light or planned discharge EMBA could be affected by drilling or survey activities. Further, the 
assessment process assumes that seabed surveys and drilling could occur at the closest location, or location 
that results in the largest or most significant overlap with relevant sensitive areas, such as Biologically Important 
Areas (BIAs). This represents a highly conservative approach, with mitigation measures being applied at any 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

location regardless of any reduction in the likelihood of interacting with particular species, or a reduced overlap 
with sensitive areas, on the basis of selecting other locations." 

482 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Australia’s wild southern oceans have enormous environmental 
and cultural significance that would be put at risk by new gas 
drilling. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the cultural significance of the southern ocean as a sensitive receptor (the 
Commonwealth marine environment) to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that these impacts were adequately identified and assessed. 
The environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program on 
environmental values and sensitivities, including social, economic and cultural values, are addressed throughout 
the EP, for example in EP Section 6.3.4 (Identifying Sensitive Receptors).  
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the collaborative development of a Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program (CM05). This program will provide an opportunity for First Nations persons with Sea 
Country values and sensitivities within or adjacent to the operational areas to co-design and co-implement 
measures that  protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 

483 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

These oceans are home to diverse and vulnerable marine life 
including the blue whale, southern right whale and pygmy blue 
whale which are very likely to be disturbed by drilling activity 
and the movement of vessels in the region.  

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the increased movements of vessels within the marine 
environment as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks have been adequately considered.  
 
Marine mammal species with known Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) or species that exhibit biologically 
important behaviours within the operational area include the southern right whale (migration BIA), pygmy blue 
whale (foraging BIA), sei whale (foraging or feeding behaviour), fin whale (foraging or feeding behaviour) and 
the pygmy right whale (foraging or feeding behaviour). As described in Chapter 7.4 (Interaction with Marine 
Fauna) individuals distracted by behavioural activities such as feeding, mating or nursing may be more 
vulnerable to vessel collision (Laist et al. 2001). However, a study by McKenna et al. (2015) showed that blue 
whales demonstrated limited behavioural response when being approached by ships. While some animals 
responded by undertaking shallow dives at a slow descent, none showed signs of horizontal movement away 
from the approaching ship. Due to the short duration of exploration activities, slow vessel speeds within 
operational areas, and vessel/whale separation distances (500 m) it is considered unlikely that vessel strikes will 
impact the ability of species to conduct important behaviours within the operational area.  
As stated in EP Section 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive), certain activities within the scope of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program result in the generation of continuous underwater sound emissions 
including drilling activities and the operation of vessels and the MODU. 
• Vessels are essential for offshore industry as they undertake several critical activities. Underwater sound 
emissions are generated from propellor cavitation, thrusters, hydrodynamic flow around the hull, and operation 
of machinery and equipment.  
• The operation of the MODU is essential in conducting exploration operations. Underwater sound emissions 
are generated onboard from equipment vibrations (e.g. pumps, generators and machinery), thrusters and a 
smaller portion are transmitted through drilling activities (i.e., vibration of the drill during drilling) associated 
with the MODU. Drilling will occur for a maximum of 90 days per drilling location (maximum of 6). 
Dynamic positioning (DP) is a technology that enables a vessel to maintain its position automatically without a 
need for anchoring therefore minimising impacts to the seabed. The technology uses a combination of 
thrusters and sensors to control the vessels position. As described in EP Section 6.6.2 (Underwater Sound 
Modelling), operational scenarios were identified where the use of DP was required, and included: 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHST conducting resupply using DP, and 
• Drilling operation from an anchored MODU with an AHTS conducting resupply using DP, and a AHTS 
transiting at low speed within the standby area, 2 km from the MODU. 
Modelling was conducted of these scenarios to understand the combined noise levels generated during these 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

activities (EP Appendix G), inclusive of DP. Each scenario was modelled at different locations across the 
operational areas and worst-case maximum distances were calculated (see Tables 6-25 and 6-26) and were 
used to determine the worst-case consequence evaluation in the continuous underwater sound emission 
impact assessment in Section 6.6.7.   
Measures to mitigate impacts from underwater sound emissions and to reduce the risk of vessel interactions 
with marine fauna have been assessed in relevant sections of the EP as discussed above. ConocoPhillips 
Australia has further developed a Fauna Management Plan in consultation with technical specialists. All 
activities relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will comply with these standards and measures 
and prevent or reduce the impact/risk to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental 
regulatory requirements.  
The Fauna Management Plan outlines specific measures to minimise interactions and anthropogenic noise 
threats with relevant species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between 
vessels and whales, pre-activity surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and 
establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity 
requirements.  
ConocoPhillips considers that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one method can 
guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques across various 
platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques ConocoPhillips have 
identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include Marine Fauna Observers 
(MFOs), Aerial Surveys and Acoustic Detection. A designated detection area will, at minimum, encompass the 
Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, VSP, when a 
vessel is on DP, etc).  
 
On the basis of the strong suite of control measures already proposed such as the Fauna Management Plan 
(CM08: Appendix N), no changes have been made to the EP in response to these claims." 

484 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I’m also concerned about potential impacts on the critically 
endangered, orange-bellied parrot. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding impacts on the orange-bellied parrot to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to this species were adequately 
assessed. 
 
EP Section 4.6.7.5 (Other Marine Listed Species) provides a detailed description of the orange-bellied parrot 
and captures the progress made by the population over the past few years. The PMST Report (Appendix B) 
identifies the likely presence of the species during migration within the operational areas, and light and flaring 
EMBAs, which are displayed in Table 4-9. The PMST utilises a broad search grid of up to 32 x 32 km in offshore 
areas. Therefore, during the assessment for the orange-bellied parrot additional data on its habitat range and 
migration routes was sourced. This showed both habitat presence and migration routes to be outside of the 
operational areas (Section 4.6.7.5) but overlapped by both the operational light and flaring EMBAs (Section and 
6.4.5.1). The orange-bellied parrot does not have assigned Biologically Important Areas (BIAs). 
The orange-bellied parrot completes bi-annual migrations across the Bass Strait between breeding grounds in 
south-western Tasmania and overwintering grounds along the coastline of south-eastern Australia. As detailed 
in the National Recovery Plan for the Orange-bellied Parrot (DELWP 2016) and assessed in Chapter 6.4 (Light 
Emissions) of the EP, the behaviour of this species may be modified by the presence of barriers such as 
illuminated structures and boats, with the impacts of barriers greatest where they occur on migration routes. 
The operational areas do not overlap with habitat range or migration routes (as detailed in Section 4.6.7.5). 
Therefore, the MODU and support vessels will not present a barrier to the orange-bellied parrot and will not 
present a risk as per activities in its path. 
Full details on the assessment of impacts from operational lighting and flaring are detailed in Section 6.4.5.1) In 
summary: 
• The operational areas do not overlap the migration route of the orange-bellied parrot. 
• No presence of barriers such illuminated structure and boats will occur within migration routes as a result of 
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the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• A change to ambient light from operational and flaring activities within the migration route will be temporary, 
of short duration (120 hours per well).  
• Changes in ambient light in the non-breeding range associated with short-term flaring at the closest possible 
distance of 19 km are negligible. 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes it has shown sufficient justification that there will be Minor (2) residual 
consequences associated with light emissions to seabirds, including the orange-bellied parrot. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

485 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 4973, 5091, 
4932, 4923, 4925, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Drilling in the oceans carries with it a risk of a spill event 
polluting the ocean and the surrounding coastline. 
Hydrocarbon pollution would be disastrous for the sensitive 
Wilderness World Heritage coastline of Lutruwita / Tasmania 
and the King Island environment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to the Tasmanian Wilderness World 
Heritage Area (TWWHA) associated with a spill during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high 
merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an 
appropriate analysis of risks to this area. 
 
EP Section 4.4.2 (World Heritage properties – Tasmanian Wilderness), identifies and considers the importance 
of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). The outer coastal shoreline of the TWWHA has 
been identified to be overlapped by the environment that may be affected (EMBA) and is included in the risk 
assessment in EP Sections 7.6.6 and 7.7.6.   
The closest operational area, T/49P is, at the closest point, 268 km from the TWWHA northern coastal edge. 
The spill modelling reports (Appendix E) predicted that in the extremely unlikely event of a LOWC the west 
coast of Tasmania may be contacted. Modelling demonstrated that a significant majority of the coastline would 
only be contacted at the lowest threshold which, based on previous literature, is not expected to cause adverse 
ecological impacts. There was a 10% probability that the moderate threshold (<50 g/m2) may contact this 
shoreline.  
Modelling predicted the minimum time before shoreline contact on the Tasmanian west coast in general 
ranged from 15 days up to 100 days depending on the drilling location (Appendix E). Modelling also predicts 
the weathering of condensate, with the majority (approximately 83%) predicted to evaporate within the first 24 
hours, with approximately 16 percent continuing to evaporate at a slower rate and only 1 percent being 
considered persistent weathering to a waxy substance under typical weather conditions for the Otway region. 
Therefore, it is anticipated that in the unlikely event of a spill, the majority of the condensate will evaporate, 
with the remainder weathering, before it reaches the coast of Tasmania.    
ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the First Nations heritage and values of the TWWHA in EP Table 7-
38 (potential risk of LOWC on coastal habitats and communities) Control measures have been identified within 
Section 7.6.6 and 7.7.6 of the EP to reduce the risk and consequence of a hydrocarbon release. These measures 
have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists, after consultation 
with relevant persons and align with standard industry practices.  
This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are 
reduced to ALARP (as low as reasonably practicable). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 

486 5134, 4931, 5116, 
5094, 4946, 5104, 
4924, 4932, 4925, 
5099, 5091, 4923, 
4973, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5109, 5096, 
4930, 4917 

A spill on Victoria’s Great Ocean Road, would be devastating 
for local marine and coastal ecosystems, as well as Victoria’s 
tourism industry and reputation. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to Victoria's marine and coastal 
ecosystems and tourism from a spills during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and 
have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided allows for an appropriate 
analysis of these risks. 
 
The potential adverse impacts to Australia’s environment and the socio-economic activities which use these 
environments (such as tourism and recreational activities) have been taken into consideration in the risk 
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assessment process. As stated within Section 7.7.6, the risk rating of a loss of well control (LOWC) event to 
‘other marine and coastal users’, ‘other coastal habitats and communities 'has been rated as Medium. A risk 
rating of ‘Medium’ indicates that ConocoPhillips Australia has acknowledged the potential sensitivities of these 
receptors and specific control measures need to be developed to lower the likelihood of the risk and potential 
consequences. 
The control measures within Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of the EP identify the measures ConocoPhillips Australia 
will implement to ensure the risk of a spill are reduced, and the potential consequences in the event of a spill 
are also mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to preventing a spill event from occurring during the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. In the extremely unlikely event that a spill event was to occur, ConocoPhillips is required to 
hold financial assurance and accountability for credible costs, expenses, and third-party liabilities that may arise 
from a petroleum incident relating to their activities. As stated within Section 7.7.7, control measure CM18: 
Financial assurance for offshore activity, clearly states that this financial assurance includes costs for operational 
response to contamination, clean-up and remediation of the environment, including environmental monitoring 
of the potential impacts. This control measure has been developed in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline 
‘Financial assurance for petroleum titles’ and international compensation protocols such as the International Oil 
Pollution Compensation Funds. 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) to develop a project 
specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (EP Appendix I). The OPEP outlines the response capability and 
strategies that will be implemented in the unlikely event of a spill. AMOSC was also commissioned to produce 
additional appendices in support of the OPEP (EP Appendix I), including a Shoreline Protection and Clean-up 
Plan and tactical response plans (TRPs) which identifies the specific sensitive areas that may be impacted and 
the most suitable response strategy to be utilised to ensure any impacts are lowered.  These documents all 
contribute to the precautionary measures that ConocoPhillips is undertaking to ensure the risk of a spill event 
during the activity are mitigated.  
Regarding reducing the risk of an oil spill, control measures have been identified within Section 7.7.6 of the EP. 
These measures have been developed in collaboration with environmental advisors, spill response specialists 
and align with standard industry practices. This risk assessment process ensures the risks associated with the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program are reduced to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP).     
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 

487 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 4923, 5091, 
4932, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The range of ecosystems and species that could be impacted 
by a spill is large. It includes marine and coastal plants, marine 
fish and reptiles, aquatic birds and shore birds. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding potential risks to ecosystems and wildlife associated 
with a spill to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information 
provided allows for an appropriate assessment of risks.  
 
Impacts and risks to the ecological environment from hydrocarbon spills have been thoroughly assessed in EP 
Sections 7.6 (marine diesel oil (MDO) Release) and 7.7 (loss of well control (LOWC)). The species which were 
identified within Section 4.6 that may be present within the environment that may be affected (EMBA), such as 
benthic and intertidal assemblages, plankton, marine invertebrates, fish, birds, marine mammals, and marine 
reptiles have been included in assessment of consequences of a spill.  
The control measures in EP Sections 7.6.5 (MDO Release) and 7.7.5 (LOWC) identify the measures 
ConocoPhillips will implement to mitigate risks, including potential consequences to marine ecosystems and 
wildlife, to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental 
regulatory requirements.  
These control measures align with standard industry practice and are considered appropriate to the nature and 
scale of the project. In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program will be managed so that potential risks are mitigated to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP) and Acceptable Levels in accordance with environmental regulatory requirements. 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

488 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 4930, 
4917 

I don’t consider it acceptable or sufficient that ConocoPhillips’ 
proposal could result in a more than 100 day spill, in the event 
of a spill that requires a relief well rig to be sourced from Asia. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the duration of a spill associated with the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided is appropriate.  
 
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted loss of well control 
(LOWC) event without any spill response intervention. This release over 90 days is considered conservative, as 
an unrestricted LOWC is considered the worst-case not necessarily the most credible. As such the volume 
released, and duration of the response is likely to be less. 
As stated, within EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible options of Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit 
(MODU) locations considered: Victoria, Northwest Shelf and Singapore. Based off these three scenarios, 
ConocoPhillips Australia estimated the timeframes to complete a relief well kill with 90 days considered a 
conservative medium timeframe. In the extremely unlikely event of a worst-case spill scenario, it is likely that a 
relief well could be drilled in less than 90 days. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has a membership with the Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre (AMOSC) as specified 
within Section 5 within the OPEP. As an Australian based company, AMOSC would be the first spill response 
company to be activated in the event of a spill.  
AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically placed around Australia. 
The closest office and location of personal and response equipment is located within Geelong, Victoria, 
Australia. The membership includes assurance of 24/7 response and capability to relevant spill events. AMOSC 
has ensured that equipment and personnel from Geelong can be mobilised within specified timeframes. The 
AMOSC membership also ensures access to national equipment stockpiles maintained by the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other AMOSC member companies under 
the Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the ‘AMOSPlan’.  
These agreements are in addition to the local resources in Victoria and Tasmania and strategically positioned 
on King Island (which will be available in the event that drilling activities are scheduled to occur within the 
operational areas immediately adjacent to King Island). ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this capacity to 
be sufficient in relation to the risk of a spill event within the Otway Basin. 
 
The EP has not been updated in response to this claim." 

489 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

ConocoPhillips could arrange to have a stand by rig in 
Victorian waters that could significantly reduce the duration of 
a spill in the event of a blow out—particularly given that 
ConocoPhillips has determined that a capping stack to stop the 
spill is too expensive and ineffective for it to provision for. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill 
event during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment 
Plan (EP) to ensure that suitable control measures have been included.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a capping stack 
feasibility assessment to evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The 
assessment concluded that due to the technical complexity of deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with 
a gas plume environment and harsh metocean conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary 
means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping stack was considered very low and 
presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the environmental conditions and 
potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified that deployment of a capping stack in 
rough seas could worsen the spill event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the 
wellhead during deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of 
technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in 
benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP 
Table 7-39 has been updated to better reflect the ALARP assessment. 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a 
dedicated rig on standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. The additional associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale 
for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control 
measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time 
and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and 
emit underwater sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have 
operational discharges, and require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. 
Having a secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, such as 
interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing 
these control measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-
39 and 9-1 and in accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to 
NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification for not deploying a 
capping stack, being made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial 
cost." 

490 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

The sensitive environments that could be affected by a spill 
warrant, at the very least, that ConocoPhillips takes all available 
measures (like a locally available rig and immediately locally 
deployable spill containment and clean up provisions) to 
reduce the duration of a potential spill. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the control measures considered to mitigate a spill event 
during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan 
(EP) to ensure that suitable control measures have been included. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned international and national specialists to undertake a capping stack 
feasibility assessment to evaluate if a capping stack could be safely deployed in the Otway Basin. The 
assessment concluded that due to the technical complexity of deploying a capping stack in shallow waters with 
a gas plume environment and harsh metocean conditions, a relief well has been determined to be the primary 
means source control. The probability of effectively deploying a capping stack was considered very low and 
presented significant health, safety and environmental (HSE) risks due to the environmental conditions and 
potential of a gas plume within the response area. It was also identified that deployment of a capping stack in 
rough seas could worsen the spill event, with significant potential to damage subsea equipment and the 
wellhead during deployment. The justification for not deploying a capping stack was made on the basis of 
technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial cost. The ‘cost’ in this context means the 
sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in 
benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks.  EP 
Table 7-39 has been updated to better reflect the ALARP assessment. 
As stated in EP Table 7-39 and Section 7.8.4.1, the options of using two rigs simultaneously and having a 
dedicated rig on standby were both assessed and subsequently rejected as additional controls for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. The additional associated costs have been identified within the claims as rationale 
for the rejection. However, the ‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control 
measure which includes an evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time 
and/or effort, and introduction of other impacts and risks. The inclusion of a secondary rig would increase 
impacts to the environment. For example, a dedicated standby rig or secondary rig would displace fishers and 
emit underwater sound, light and have atmospheric emissions; it would also disturb the seabed, have 
operational discharges, and require additional vessel movements for resupply whilst it remains on standby. 
Having a secondary rig in the region/on standby would also increase the likelihood of associated risks, such as 
interaction with marine fauna as a result of increased vessel movements.  
The ALARP assessments for a standby and second rig identified that the sacrifice associated with implementing 
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these control measures was grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to the implementation of control measures as detailed in EP Tables 7-
39 and 9-1 and in accordance with the project-specific Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) submitted to 
NOPSEMA to ensure impacts and risks are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels.    
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated Table 7-39 of the EP to better explain the justification for not deploying a 
capping stack, being made on the basis of technical feasibility and HSE risk, and not on the basis of a financial 
cost." 

491 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

I would also like to express my concern that the current 
assessment process for new offshore oil and gas leaves 
consultation at the hands of industry, that systematically 
attempt to overwhelm communities with consultation requests, 
but then fail to provide answers to their questions or requests 
for information, or to modify their plans in response to 
extensive feedback from communities. I believe NOPSEMA and 
the Australian government need to take an active role in 
determining whether genuine social license exists for a project, 
and that the project must be rejected where it clearly does not. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding consultation and modification of the Environment Plan 
(EP) in response to feedback on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed 
the process undertaken. 
 
Division 2, Section 24 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 
outlines the process where titleholders are required to report on consultation, including providing an 
assessment of merit of any objection or claim about the adverse impact of each activity to which the EP relates. 
Throughout the EP, where additional information was identified during consultation and resulted in a 
modification of EP content, the relevant consultation event was indicated by the Event ID and the specific 
feedback provided was linked to a unique ID number. 
Examples of this can be found in EP Section 3.8 (Appropriate Measures Adopted) and throughout Chapter 6 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) and Chapter 7 (Environmental Risk Assessment).  Full summaries on how 
objections and claims received during the course of consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
were considered in the EP can be found in Appendix C2. 
Regarding claims that the offshore industry is attempting to overwhelm communities with consultation 
requests, consultation fatigue was identified by a range of relevant persons as an issue during the early stages 
of consultation (e.g. EVENT IDs: 1823, 2522) and as a way to address this ConocoPhillips Australia sought to 
undertake collaborative engagement. As outlined in section 3.3 of the Environment Plan. This resulted in 
confusion in some areas along the Victorian coastline resulting in the cessation of collaborative engagement 
approaches in certain locations.  
Additional strategies to mitigate consultation fatigue and overwhelm were implemented by ConocoPhillips 
Australia, including in-community information sessions (including sessions with drilling and regulatory 
specialists, and regular updates during consultation), an online consultation hub, regular project updates, a 
preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment, a range of information sheets, an EP Summary, to make 
communication/ understanding easier, and to enable transparent communication.  These strategies are 
described in EP Chapter 3. Further, the consultation period was extended on two occasions to account for the 
consultation overwhelm felt by some of relevant persons resulting in a total extension of 61 days (EVENT ID: 
2625, 3050). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this comment." 

492 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

Finally, I express my deep concern that the Australian 
government, through NOPSEMA, is still considering approving 
new fossil fuel projects. The climate crisis is having devastating 
impacts around the world and in Australia. We’ve just had our 
hottest year on record and the fire season for this year has 
started alarmingly early and is terrifying. The International 
Energy Agency and the United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change have made it absolutely clear that 
our world cannot afford any new fossil fuel projects. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to 
undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert 
statutory authority established under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS 
Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a manner that is 
consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and 
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requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If 
commercially viable gas reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. 
Additional approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial 
project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market  
and a domestic gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians 
rely on gas for residential heating and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock 
and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard 
surveys and exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Regarding climate change impacts, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to assess the impact of emissions generated as part of the activity. 
Emissions within the scope of the proposed activity are from the operation of aircraft, vessels and the drilling 
rig, and from well testing in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered. The total expected direct GHG 
emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e over the project life assuming realistic operational 
condition (typical drilling duration at a maximum of 6 wells and flaring of only two wells at maximum duration 
and rates). While these emissions add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared to 
national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have determinable impacts. 
The primary objective of an exploration well is to evaluate the presence of hydrocarbons in a specific area. This 
provides information on the resources available to future generations and informs decision making around 
potential commercial developments. Many factors are involved in deciding to developed a gas reserve and 
environmental approvals are typically staged to support strategic development plans.  
Separate approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial 
project with permanent operating infrastructure. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

493 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 5109, 
4930, 4917 

It is apparent that communities impacted by proposals like the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program do not support the 
ongoing (and overwhelming) expansion of offshore exploration 
in the oceans of the south east of Australia. These are 
important and sensitive marine environments and I call on the 
Australian Environment Minister to intervene to protect them 
and the communities so clearly calling for oceans and 
threatened species to take precedence over fossil fuel vested 
interests. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the importance of consultation in the preparation of 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
consultation process undertaken. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum 
Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to undertake 
exploration activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement or consent from relevant persons for their offshore 
petroleum activities to proceed; however, they are required to demonstrate in their Environment Plan how the 
concerns, objections or claims raised by relevant persons were considered and demonstrate that their response 
to that information was appropriate.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the EP in response to this claim." 

494 5134, 4931, 5104, 
5116, 5094, 4946, 
4924, 5091, 4932, 
4923, 4925, 4973, 
5099, 4922, 4970, 
4928, 5096, 4930, 
4917 

The Australian government and NOPSEMA should reject this 
drilling proposed by ConocoPhillips to protect the climate, 
nature and people. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips Australia to 
undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert 
statutory authority established under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS 
Act). NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long been regarded as world-class. ConocoPhillips Australia is 
required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried out in a manner that is 
consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in section 3A of the 
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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act 1999), among other considerations and 
requirements.  
Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are undertaken to help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. If 
commercially viable gas reserves are discovered, it is most likely this will be directed to the domestic market. 
Additional approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial 
project and associated production wells.  
Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas market  
and a domestic gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 2022). Australians 
rely on gas for residential heating and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers rely on gas as feedstock 
and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of Australia’s electricity network. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently seeking approval to conduct exploration activities, including seabed hazard 
surveys and exploration drilling with plug and abandonment. Separate approvals and further consultation 
would be required to support the development of a commercial project with permanent operating 
infrastructure. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 

535 5134, 4946 The Environmental Plan (p. 393-395) inadequately addresses 
the risks of seabed disturbance and its impact on marine life. 
Despite acknowledging these risks, the mitigation measures 
proposed do not convincingly demonstrate that they are 
reduced to ALARP. Given the ecological sensitivity of the area, it 
is critical that these risks are more rigorously managed. ● Risk 
Assessment Methodology: The EP states that its methodology 
provides a structured process for managing environmental 
impacts and risks. However, there is a lack of evidence 
demonstrating that all potential risks, especially those with high 
uncertainty, have been thoroughly assessed and mitigated. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding seabed disturbance to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the impact assessment was adequate. 
Impacts to the seabed including injury/mortality to fauna from smothering or damage, change in water quality 
from sedimentation and turbidity, change in habitat (such as temporary increase in sedimentation and turbidity, 
permanent alteration of seabed habitat and habitat smothering) are comprehensively assessed in EP Section 
6.3 (Seabed Disturbance). 
Information from recent studies within the Zeehan Marine Park found that extensive areas of rocky reefs or 
outcrops (where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) are unlikely to be present in the 
operational areas, and that the fractured limestone reef pavement in the Zeehan Marine Park was rarely 
undercut and therefore unsuitable for crevice-dwelling species such as the southern rock lobster (Davey et al. 
2022; Barrett et al. 2023). 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to a range of control measures to reduce impacts to the 
seabed to levels that are as low as reasonably practicable, as detailed in Table 9-1. These include the 
implementation of a Mooring Plan which requires, for example, seabed surveys to be conducted prior to 
finalising MODU position and location of mooring equipment, ROV surveys prior to installing or removing the 
wellhead to minimise impacts to seabed features, mooring analysis and tensioning to minimise the risk of 
anchor slippage which can result in increased benthic disturbance, etc. 
 
During the review of the EP in response to these claims, Environmental Performance Standard EPS 6.1 was 
updated in EP Table 9-1 to address some uncertainty in the prediction of impacts associated with the broad 
spatial extent of the operational areas. EPS 6.1 now includes a requirement for sabed survey data and seabed 
imagery to be analysed by a suitably qualified spatial benthic ecologist to identify benthic values and 
sensitivities and inform protection priorities, measures and reporting requirements. " 

538 5134, 4946 Control Measures and ALARP Demonstration: The EP discusses 
additional control measures that were not adopted as they 
were deemed impracticable or not providing further 
environmental benefit. This raises concerns about whether all 
feasible steps were taken to reduce risks. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the demonstration of ALARP to be of high merit and 
has reviewed the ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP 
Section 6 and 7, to ensure information about the decisions to adopt or reject control measures are clear.  
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control 
measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks 
arising from the activity to ALARP. The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information 
on, for example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off 
evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

reproducible. More information on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine 
ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and 
scale of the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of 
controls; and is of a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer 
EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control 
measure and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not 
simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails 
to consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted. Other comments 
also point to a misunderstanding of the ALARP criteria in practice. 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has 
catered for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-
disciplinary team to provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were 
made available to support the consultation process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced throughout the EP. 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and 
adoption or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in 
response to this claim." 

539 5134, 4946 Cultural Heritage Protection Program: Although a program is in 
place, the likelihood of invasive marine species (IMS) affecting 
cultural values is considered 'Improbable', which might indicate 
an underestimation of cultural risks. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding Invasive Marine Species (IMS) risks to cultural values to 
be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these risks were adequately 
identified and assessed. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has addressed the possible impacts of the establishment of IMS in the Otway Basin 
and considers that they could potentially affect marine invertebrates and associated benthic habitats, protected 
marine areas and commercial fisheries without suitable control measures in place. Successful establishment in a 
new environment depends on water currents, upwellings, habitat type, water depth, wave exposure, water 
temperature, salinity and the distance from the coast; with most species preferring shallow disturbed waters, 
such as those found in ports, and hard rocky substrates. The benthic environment within the operational areas 
does not represent favourable habitat given the deep, well mixed waters away from coastal habitats.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a suite of Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPOs) that articulate 
the specific and measurable benchmarks for environmental performance that we are seeking to achieve for the 
life of the activity, including EP011: No invasive marine species introduced, established or spread attributable to 
the activity.  
The IMS control measures are outlined in the EP Section 10.3.3 (Invasive Marine Species), including compliance 
with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Marine Assurance process involving an IMS Risk Assessment for the MODU, 
vessels and submersible equipment, prior to initial mobilisation into the operational area. 
Based on the control measures that support EP011, the likelihood of IMS becoming established within the 
operational areas, spreading to proximal areas of conservation value, and affecting associated cultural values is 
Improbable (1). The assigned likelihood of improbable relates to the likelihood of an introduction leading to 
establishment and spread and is not related to the consequence of this event on cultural values.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has updated EP Section 7.5.6.3 (Cultural Environment) to include the consequence of 
IMS establishment and spread, which had been omitted from this section. The consequence rating had been 
assessed as Major (4) where it results in changes to the functions, interests or activities of First Nations peoples, 
resulting in the inherent risk rating of Low (RR1)." 

546 5134, 4946 The Plan lacks transparency in the cost-benefit analysis for risk 
mitigation measures. Without this information, it's challenging 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the lack of transparency in the cost-benefit analysis for risk 
mitigation measures to be of high merit and has reviewed the ALARP methodology in Environment Plan (EP) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

to assess whether all reasonably practicable measures have 
been taken to minimize risks. This lack of transparency (p. 342, 
344) makes t difficult to determine if further risk reduction 
measures could be economically feasible. 

Chapter 5 and demonstrations provided in EP Section 6 and 7, to ensure information about the decisions to 
adopt or reject control measures are clear.  
 
ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to environmental protection and has evaluated all reasonable control 
measures and adopted control measures that are demonstrably effective in managing the impacts and risks 
arising from the activity to ALARP. The demonstrations have been made systematically and include information 
on, for example, technical feasibility, the possibility of introducing additional impacts or risks (trade-off 
evaluation), the effectiveness of the change, the overall benefit gained and cost, to ensure they are 
reproducible. More information on considerations in this process are included in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine 
ALARP Status). Further, the level of detail included within the ALARP assessment is based on the nature and 
scale of the residual impact or risk, the degree of uncertainty in the assessment, and the effectiveness of 
controls; and is of a similar level of detail to previous ConocoPhillips Australia EP submissions and other peer 
EP’s.  
Environmental Performance Standards and Measurement Criteria have been developed for each control 
measure and are detailed in EP Chapter 9, Table 9-1 (Environmental Performance). 
ALARP involves weighing environmental benefit against the sacrifice required to deliver that benefit. This is not 
simply a cost equation where spending more would always result in more protection. This view of ALARP fails 
to consider the comparative reduction already achieved by the measures already adopted.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the assessment of ALARP does involve subjective criteria and has 
catered for professional judgement by reviewing control measures and assessing ALARP with a multi-
disciplinary team to provide a balanced assessment. Further, during consultation the draft EP chapters were 
made available to support the consultation process, and input was invited into ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
decision making on adoption/rejection of control measures, as evidenced throughout the EP. 
 
Additional information on the involvement of a multidisciplinary team in the determination of ALARP and 
adoption or rejection of control measures has been provided in EP Section 5.6.2 (Determine ALARP Status) in 
response to this claim." 

561 5134, 4946 Not having detailed information on where the gas drilling sites 
will be located, and the specific type of drill rig to be used, and 
its ability to rapidly deploy mitigation measures in the event of 
a Loss of Wellhead Control should result in this EP being 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the drilling sites and type of rig in relation to extremely 
unlikely spill events to be of high merit and have reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the 
information provided allows for an appropriate analysis of risk. 
As described in detail in EP Sections 7.6.2 (Spill Modelling – for a marine diesel oil spill) and 7.7.2 (Spill 
Modelling – for a loss of well control event), ConocoPhillips Australia contracted RPS to conduct modelling for 
activities at locations selected to be representative of all potential activity locations within the operational areas 
based on water depth, proximity to the coast and continental slope. Consequently, the analysis of risk and 
response plans, which are based on modelled outcomes, are considered appropriate for all possible drilling 
locations within the operational areas. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided information on the response strategies to be implemented in the 
extremely unlikely event of a spill in EP Section 7.8 (Spill Response Activities) and the primary response plan, 
the Oil Spill Emergency Plan (OPEP), is included in EP Appendix I. 
Details on the type of drill rig proposed for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are included in EP Chapter 
2, specifically Table 2-5 (Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean Equinox)). 
Further, ConocoPhillips Australia provided confirmation of the selected rig in the August 2023 Project Update, 
emailed to relevant persons and made publicly available on the consultation hub. 
Detailed information on spill response activities is provided in EP Section 7.8. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

567 5134, 4946 Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) Principles: While 
the EP refers to the principles of ESD, the absence of financial 
details limits the public's ability to assess whether these 
principles have been adequately prioritised. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the principles of ecologically sustainable development 
(ESD), namely the valuation, pricing and incentives principle, to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) in response to this claim. 
The valuation, pricing and incentives principle of ESD is about the internalisation of environmental 
management costs, where the application of measures provides for the titleholder to bear the cost of 
environmental management for the activity to ensure that the environmental impacts and risks are reduced to 
levels that are as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and acceptable. The ALARP assessment inherently 
balances the economic cost against environmental benefit and is demonstrated in the ALARP assessment. The 
‘cost’ in this context means the sacrifice associated with implementing a control measure which includes an 
evaluation of the trade-off in benefits versus the impost such as money, time and/or effort required to 
implement a particular control measure.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to consider and evaluate all reasonable control measures that are 
relevant to the evaluation of impacts and risks using a systematic approach throughout the impact and risk 
assessments.  
There is an incorrect assumption that this principle relates to the public having the ability to assess whether the 
principles of ESD have been adequately prioritised. The public are not the appointed assessor, nor decision 
maker for EP’s and the document has not been prepared for this purpose. 
In response to this claim, ConocoPhillips Australia has reviewed the ALARP demonstrations provided 
throughout the EP, and has updated information about the sacrifices, through the evaluation of trade-offs, 
required for rejected control measures in the control measures and demonstration of ALARP Tables throughout 
EP Chapters 6 and 7." 

576 5134, 4946 The consultation process, while extensive, did not adequately 
engage with indigenous communities (p. 56). This oversight is 
significant as these communities hold traditional knowledge 
about the marine environment, which is crucial for a holistic 
environmental assessment. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claim regarding the adequacy of consultation with First Nations peoples 
to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement process was 
adequately detailed and described. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken extensive consultation as required under Section 25 of the 
Environment Regulations as outlined in the Environment Plan (EP), Section 3.2.  This has included consultation 
with First Nations groups identified as relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP.  
In addition to the consultation framework provided in the EP at 3.2, ConocoPhillips Australia adopted a tailored 
approach to consultation with First Nations relevant persons, in accordance with NOPSEMA’s Guideline: 
Consultation in the course of preparing an environment plan (Document No: N-04750-GL2086 A900179: 10. 
First Nations people/groups). 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s tailored consultation process was used to identify relevant First Nations groups and 
individuals and is outlined in the EP in Appendix C4. For example, Table 1-4 in Appendix C4, documents each of 
the 45 identified First Nations relevant persons (including Southern Ocean Protection Embassy Collective and 
Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation), the rationale for engagement, and details of the 
invitation to participate in the co-design of culturally appropriate consultation (Event ID 2817, 2851).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s multiple attempts to consult with representatives of SOPEC on this matter have been 
acknowledged in writing by a representative of the organisation (Event ID 4582). 
Advertising in First Nations media was also used to support Public Notices about consultation at the start of 
consultation in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear sheets, for 
example August 23 National Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for 
consultation. 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia’s publicity to support early consultation with relevant persons, including 
First Nations Peoples, was acknowledged by SOPEC (via Friends of the Earth) and their networks of followers as 
demonstrated in the post by Friends of the Earth Melbourne on their website at 
https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/conocophillips_victoria on 20 April 2023 that included the SOPEC video of 
the Citizens Protection Declaration (Event ID: 3906). The post also featured an article entitled Backgrounder on 
ConocoPhillips plans in South West Victoria for exploration and drilling, a map of the permit areas (VIC/P79, 
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T/49P), and advice that ConocoPhillips Australia is “seeking to identify authorities, individuals and organisations 
who may have functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration drilling 
program”. The post also encouraged all Followers to participate in ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation by 
registering as relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers First Nations Peoples’ unique relationships to the land, sea and waterways, 
and their ownership and stewardship of Country, including traditional knowledge of Sea Country and the 
marine environment that is held by, and belongs to, Traditional Owners (see EP 4.8.2 First Nations Heritage).  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s understanding of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage values of First Nations 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas has been acquired to date through 
desktop research and information-sharing and storytelling by Traditional Owners during conversations on 
Country (detailed in Appendix D of the EP). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers the extent of the Southern Sea Country and has identified impacts and risks 
to the marine environment associated with the activity. Information on the proposed activity and associated 
impacts and risks has been made available in information sheets, project updates, a Preliminary Environmental 
Impact Risk Assessment, draft EP Chapters and the EP Summary.  
As a result of consultation during the development of the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ 
stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips Australia will establish a Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program (CM05) and will seek to partner with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous 
communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, to co-design and co-implement 
control measures to protect cultural values and sensitivities. 
The claim regarding potential exclusion of Gunditjmara people from their coastal lands during a (oil) spill has 
been addressed in response to Matter FN12. 
 
Additional understanding of cultural heritage values and sensitivities was acquired through a further literature 
review of Sea Country and proactive monitoring of SOPEC’s social media, where the ongoing Citizens 
Protection Declaration campaign was launched on 16 February 2023. On this basis, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
expanded the definition of Sea Country in the EP in 4.8.2 to include acknowledgement of Dreaming ancestors." 

578 5134, 4946 First Nations Heritage and Native Title: The EP addresses First 
Nations Heritage and Native Title, but it does not explicitly 
detail the extent of consultation with Indigenous communities 
or how their specific concerns have been addressed. ● Cultural 
Risk Assessment: While cultural risks are assessed, the lack of 
detailed consultation feedback from Indigenous communities 
in the region may indicate an oversight in fully understanding 
and mitigating these risks. ● Incorporation of Indigenous 
Knowledge and Concerns: The methodology for environmental 
impact and risk assessment does not clearly demonstrate how 
Indigenous knowledge and concerns have been integrated into 
the risk management process. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the full disclosure of engagement with First Nations 
peoples to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the engagement 
process was adequately detailed and described. 
Section 27(8) of the Environment Regulations states that “All sensitive information (if any) in an Environment 
Plan, and the full text of any response by a relevant person to consultation under Section 25 in the course of 
preparation of the plan, must be contained in the sensitive information part of the plan and not anywhere else 
in the plan”.  NOPSEMA is required to publish (on their website) the Environment Plan with all sensitive 
information removed.   
All information, including sensitive information, has been provided to NOPSEMA for their assessment.  
A full list of the organisations, groups and individuals who have been consulted as relevant persons to the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program is provided within Appendix C1 of the EP, including a list of the First Nations 
People with whom ConocoPhillips Australia has consulted. Information regarding all First Nations groups that 
were contacted as part of this process are included in Appendix C4 of the EP.  Names of individuals have been 
redacted as per the requirements of the OPGGS Act under Section 27(8).  Appendix D contains all unedited 
correspondence with relevant persons.  
ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology for assessment of impacts and risks aligns with AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018: 
Risk Management – Principles and Guidelines, and the requirements of the OPPGS (Environment) Regulation. 
Consideration of key environmental matters (ecological, socio-economic and cultural values and sensitivities) 
that are valued because of their rarity or importance, including the critical role they play in supporting systems 
which are essential for the environment, people and/or the economy underpins the EP methodology for 
environmental impact and risk assessment. For example, as a result of consultation during the development of 
the EP, and in recognition of First Nations groups’ stewardship of their heritage and Country, ConocoPhillips 
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identified the need for a Cultural Heritage Protection Program that will ensure Indigenous knowledge and 
concerns inform the risk management process for the protection of heritage and the marine environment.  
The implementation of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the identification of 
priorities and measures to protect cultural heritage values and will be co-designed with First Nations cultural 
heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or adjacent to the operational areas, 
and co-implemented, to ensure cultural impacts and risks are mitigated.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has also included requirements for ongoing consultation with First Nations peoples in 
the implementation strategy (see 10.2.5.1 Ongoing Consultation with First Nations Peoples).  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered these claims and is satisfied that the concerns raised have been 
adequately addressed in the EP, for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been made to 
the EP in response to these claims." 

 
 
 
 

 

Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1633 30/05/2023 Community Session Port Fairy Community Information Session ( joint with Regia) 
• Provided overview and context for session. 
• Provided overview of proposed activity, timeframes. 
• Advised that consultation had been extended by a further month. 
• Shared what information had been made available to-date as part of consultation process. 
• Shared what information would be coming soon.  
• Shared what information had been developed and shared for relevant persons and what further information was available via the consultation hub. 
• Provided overview of the consultation process and where the project was within the process. 
• Provided information on new NOPSEMA guidance for relevant persons. 
• Provided feedback from April Community Sessions (slides in Document ID: 9117) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June Community 
Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

4946 18/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5056 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to their public comment of 18/12/2023. Team thanked individual for their submission and requested a 

meeting to discuss further details. 
5072 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual as follow up to email of 8/2/2024. Team renewed the request to discuss their submission with a dedicated meeting.  
5082 19/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email on 19/2/2024. Individual accepted team's proposal to arrange a meeting to discuss their 

submission. 
5089 21/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email of the same day. Team shared multiple available time slots for the meeting. 
5134 22/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: to individual in response to objections/claims raised in public comment of 18/12/2023. In this email COP team have addressed 

objections/ claims. 
 
Attached: 
  
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 
• Information Sheet 13 (Environment Plan Summary) 

5135 22/02/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email on 22/2/2024. Individual had forgotten to book a session for the meeting and has apologised for 
missing the session. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5239 21/03/2024 Webinar OUTGOING WEBINAR: 5 - FINAL- Hosted by ConocoPhillips Australia. 
 
• Overview of public comment and what was heard 
• How the environmental plan was updated to reflect feedback received. 
Next steps 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Participant led questions and answers 
 
The Webinar slide deck is available in project documents. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in 
light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



 

 – ORG ID 650 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   TOBIN is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  TOBIN is a community member with interests in spill impacts on locals, tourism environment and traditional owners. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia initially had contact with  TOBIN at a community session (Event ID 1096) and continued consultation through emails.  Tobin also provided public comment (Event ID 4960) 
highlighting concern for the environment. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. initially attended a community session (Event ID 1096). ConocoPhillips Australia provided project 
updates by email (Event ID’s 1157, 1205, 1637, 1728, 1741, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5057, 5071, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288) and received public comment in December 2023 (Event 4960) to advise 
of concerns held for the environment and risks associated from the project. 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 1157). 
 
Public comment period  

 was informed of the opportunity to make a public comment on the Otway Exploration and Drilling Program Environment Plan (via NOPSEMA) through email in August 2023 (Event ID 3050, 3181, 
3859). Information was also provided on the closing date for the 30-day public comment period (18 December 2023) and linked to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment. An additional 
email (Event ID 4879) informed  that an additional Environment Plan summary was available to support the public comment process and detailed how they could access it.  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from , with 4 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below 
(Event ID 4960).  
  
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed ) following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public 
Comment Submission’ table below (Event IDs 5057, 5071).   
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 20 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1096) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1096).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1096). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1096).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1157).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs 1157, 1637).   



 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1096). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1157). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 203 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 
provided base level of sufficient information listed above to  Between 20 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 49 days).     
   
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.    
   
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.   
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.   
   
During consultation    
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 



N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
549 4960 The main reasons for not proceeding with drilling in the Otway 

environment include climate change concerns and the need to 
phase out fossil fuels to prevent catastrophic global warming, 
as per COP28. Therefore, the project is deemed unnecessary. 

Australia is facing challenges to the security of its domestic gas supply, specifically in the east coast gas 
market, and a domestic gas supply shortfall could have serious consequences for Australians (DISR, 
2022). Australians rely on gas for residential heating and cooking. Australian industry and manufacturers 
rely on gas as feedstock and for energy. Insufficient gas supply could impact the stable operation of 
Australia’s electricity network.  
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding the concerns about the future potential for 
natural gas extraction. ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing the commercial extraction of natural gas 
as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The activity presented in the Environment Plan is for 
short-term, temporary seabed surveys and exploration drilling.  
The total expected direct greenhouse gas emissions are estimated to be approximately 106 kT CO2-e 
over the project life assuming realistic operational condition. Assuming (worst-case) all six wells were 
drilled in a year, this emissions estimate would represent approximately 0.02% of the annual Australian 
GHG emissions of 488 Mt CO2-e in 2021 (Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water, 2022).  While these emissions add to the greenhouse gas load in the atmosphere, they are small 
when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not predicted to have 
determinable impacts." 

562 4960 The potential risk of spillage poses a threat to traditional 
owners, locals, visitors, and wildlife in the area, who could be 
affected by seismic noise and pollution. 

"ConocoPhillips believes that the risk associated with an accidental release of small volumes of chemicals 
or hydrocarbons due to a spill or minor loss of containment (minor LOC) are well understood. Dispersion 
and evaporation rates of minor spills are based on oil spill modelling conducted specifically for the 
Otway Exploration Program (Section 7.6) and peer reviewed material. 
The small volumes associated with a minor loss of containment (LOC) are not predicted to have a 
material impact. As detailed in Section 7.3 of the Environment Plan, rapid dilution is predicted with 
environmental effects during a minor LOC incident predicted to be temporary and localised on the sea 
surface near the source. No impacts to benthic communities are expected. 
Hydrocarbon releases which are not considered minor, i.e. larger volume marine diesel oil (MDO) spills 
from a vessel collision, or a Loss of Well Control (LOWC) associated with drilling activities, have been 
modelled based on worst-case credible spill scenarios to provide an informed estimate of where 
hydrocarbons might go if nothing is done to respond, and supports the prediction of possible effects. 
Hundreds of hypothetical individual spills (1400 in this case) have been simulated for each worst-case 
scenario to show where hydrocarbons from a spill could go under different metocean conditions (such as 
currents, wind, waves and temperature). 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA (Figure 4-6: Otway Exploration Drilling Program Loss of 
Well Control (LOWC) EMBAs) does not in any way represent the extent of any single spill event, but 
rather the combined modelled output from 1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. The geographical extent 
of an individual spill would be much smaller. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan for the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program in consultation with state control agencies and has prepared an Operational and 
Scientific Monitoring Program (OSMP) to inform initial response activities and monitor the environment 
through to recovery. In the highly unlikely event of a spill, the response, including implementation of 
these plans, will include integration with local, national and international response organisations to 
mobilise resources, including experts and specialist equipment and engagement with First Nations 
people to facilitate site surveys and tagging out and protection of identified areas of importance, as 
described in the OPEP (Appendix I of the EP).  
The implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) will support the development of 
additional mitigation strategies for culturally important species that may be at risk in the extremely 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 
unlikely event of a spill. These measures are consistent with legislative, international and national 
standards and good practice guidelines, and reduce the risks associated with hydrocarbons releases to 
medium levels that are ALARP and acceptable. 
Note: marine seismic surveys are not within the scope of activity of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program and will not be conducted under this approval." 

568 4960 Expressed concern that the profits made by an international 
company cannot compensate for environmental damage. 

"ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). The terms of these petroleum titles require ConocoPhillips 
Australia to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed with NOPTA. 
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). NOPSEMA is Australia’s 
independent expert statutory authority established under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage Act 2006. NOPSEMA’s regulatory processes have long been regarded as world-class. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that petroleum activities will be carried 
out in a manner that is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out 
in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, among other 
considerations and requirements. " 

575 4960 Marine parks, established under the World Conservation Union 
Guidelines, serve to conserve biodiversity and act as reference 
points in scientific studies to assess the impact of activities such 
as fishing and oil and gas exploration. 

"The operational areas associated with the proposed activities no longer intersect the Zeehan Marine 
Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI).  Multiple Use Zones provides for a wide range of sustainable activities 
by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or result in an unacceptable 
impact on the values of the area.  
Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining, 
structure and works, among others.  
The EP has identified all indirect impacts and risks on Australian Marine Park (AMP) values (including 
ecosystem values as described in EP Section 4.4) and provides detail on how these will be managed to 
an acceptable level including consideration of options to avoid or reduce impacts and risks to as low as 
reasonably practicable. This information is detailed through-out Chapter 6. Environmental Impact 
Assessment (namely sections 6.3 Seabed Disturbance, 6.4 Light Emissions, 6.5 Atmospheric Emissions, 6.6 
Underwater Sound Emissions - Non-impulsive, 6.7 Underwater Sound - Impulsive, 6.8 Planned Drilling 
Discharges and 6.9 Planned Operational Discharges) and Chapter 7 (namely sections 7.3 Minor Loss of 
Containment, 7.4 Interaction with Marine Fauna, 7.5 Introduction, Establishment and Spread of Invasive 
Marine Species, 7.6 Marine Diesel Oil Release, 7.7 Loss of Well Control and 7.8 Spill Responses Activities).  
The impacts and risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are considered to be of an 
acceptable level given the existing condition and assimilative capacity of the receiving environment, and 
do not have the potential to result in long-term, serious, irreversible or cumulative impacts." 

 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1096 20/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Apollo Bay: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 



• Our methodology 
• Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the 
June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 
 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share 
feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with 
the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was 
available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  



 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a 
Relevant Person. 
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further 
information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

1728 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The document attached included an invitation to Victoria Relevant Person Information Sessions scheduled for June 19 and 20, 2023. 
 
• State that the purpose of the information sessions was to give an update on the progress of EP. 
• Noted that sessions would include information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed activity. 
.    Invited people to provide information through the consultation hub and interactive mapping tool.  
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural. 
• Indicated COP would seek feedback.   
 
Included details on: 
•  The mapping tool and how to access. 
• The consultation survey to identify RP status. 
• Dates of scheduled information sessions.  
 
Informed recipients how to register for scheduled webinars or contact the project. 
 



1741 16/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To community and Relevant Persons. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
 The email provided information about an upcoming community session scheduled for 20 June 2023 and explained that the content of the 
sessions would include: 
• Progress of the environmental impact and risk assessments. 
• Typical control measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation. 
• The opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. 
 
Attached the following information sheet:  
• Community Information Session Apollo Bay 
 
Provided contact details for the project for further information. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  



• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP 
chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 
the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal 
public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 



The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment 
Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details 
to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
•  Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures 
had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
  
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment 
period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 



.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 
could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4960 17/12/2023 Public Comment Relevant Person submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
5057 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to their public comment of 17/12/2023. Team thanked individual for their submission and 

requested a meeting time to discuss it. 
5071 19/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual to follow up to on email of 8/2/2024. Team member requesting if individual would like to discuss their 

submission. Team member provided a timeframe respond by COB 20/2/2024.  
5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment 
Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used 
to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of 
any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 
 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide 
updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by 
our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



– ORG ID 659 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Email to project email. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Helps is an Other Marine User and Community Group, who expressed an interest in the activity through their area of expertise in UNEP Global Mercury 
Partnership, which aims to protect human health and the environment from the releases of mercury to air, water and land; assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
 Helps initially engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia via email in February 2023, where raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 

activities were raised. No further feedback(s) were received. Additional tailored information was provided to  Helps with information on their specific areas of interest and questions—specifically, 
information about Historical Military Ordnance Risks, Unexploded Ordnance (Event ID 6201). 

Consultation process 
Consultation period with  leading to submission of the Environment Plan for public comment (03 March 2023 – 09 November 2023)  

 initially engaged with ConocoPhillips Australia on 13 February 2023, who emailed as a technical expert member of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership Group for Australia and Southwest Pacific. 
advised interest in the project and raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. ConocoPhillips Australia also provided 

regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1157, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notified that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392).  
  
Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to engage with including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email 
correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). On 24 September 2024 ConocoPhillips Australia emailed  because in a review of correspondence about the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program it came to light that a response was not provided regarding historical shipwrecks with mercury stillages, off the west coast of King Island. ConocoPhillips Australia apologised for the 
oversight and provided information on how the potential risks around discovery of shipwrecks, and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) was being managed via additional tailored information (Event ID 6201). 
ConocoPhillips Australia noted in the email that assessments have found no known historical shipwrecks located within the operational areas but recognised that unidentified shipwrecks may be present and will 
be avoided when determining the final drilling locations. Additional tailored information was provided to with information on their specific areas of interest and questions (Event ID 6201). No further 
correspondence was received.  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 11 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 1637).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1157). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event IDs: 1157, 1637). 
 



Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event IDs: 3050, 3859).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event ID 4846). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to  with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Information about Historical Military Ordnance Risks, Unexploded Ordnance (Event ID 6201).  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from . The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

initially engaged about the activity in February 2023, 270 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided the 
base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 11 May 2023 and 27 July 2023 (over a period of 78 days).  
 
In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia provided written information responding to specific question(s):  
 Response to all objection(s) and claim(s) was provided in September 2024 (Event ID 6201), in accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 3 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
  



 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in 
Environment Plan 

1023 1731 Claim Relevant person suggested that 
drilling crews should be aware of 
potential issues across the entire 
Bass Strait. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Personnel carrying out seabed survey and exploration drilling activities will 
receive explosives safety awareness briefings, and on-call access to an explosive 
engineer to provide specialist advice in the unlikely event of UXO encounter will 
be maintained.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that the 
potential impacts have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons 
outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response. 

N/A 

1024 1731 Claim Relevant person suggested that 
drilling crews should be equipped 
with real-time monitoring 
equipment for gaseous mercury. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Seabed surveys, conducted prior to drilling, will identify any seabed obstructions 
such as unknown maritime archaeological heritage, allowing appropriate 
mitigation measures to be adopted to ensure they are avoided. Magnetometer 
survey data and seabed imagery will be reviewed during the seabed survey prior 
to collection of sediment samples, to support avoidance of ferric metal objects, 
including unidentified shipwrecks, aircraft and unexploded ordnance (UXO). 
Personnel carrying out seabed survey and exploration drilling activities will 
receive explosives safety awareness briefings, and on-call access to an explosive 
engineer to provide specialist advice in the unlikely event of UXO encounter will 
be maintained 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that the 
potential impacts have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons 
outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response. 

N/A 

1025 1731 Claim Relevant person pointed out the 
presence of historical shipwrecks 
with significant quantities of 
mercury stillages on the west 
coast of King Island, which may 
not be widely known. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with 
EP Table 3-7 

Assessments have found no known historical shipwrecks located within the 
operational areas (the areas within which petroleum activities may occur), 
though it is considered possible that unidentified shipwrecks may be present, 
and these will be avoided when determining the final drilling locations.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered this claim and is satisfied that the 
potential impacts have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons 
outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1731 13/02/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: from individual who contacted as a technical expert whose experience may be of assistance.  
 
Summary of information received: 
 
• Individual expressed interest in the project. 
• Knowledge that the area has several historical shipwrecks that still contain significant quantities of mercury stillages. 
• Suggested that drilling crews need to be aware of this issue and need to be provided with real time monitoring equipment for gaseous mercury. 
• Shared contact details and offered to help if required. 

1157 11/05/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to both share feedback about 
locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1637 8/06/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide 
feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated 
impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6201 24/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
 
Key Information 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia (CPA) has written because in a review of correspondence about the proposed exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin it came to 
light that we had not responded to your email regarding historical shipwrecks with mercury stillages, off the west coast of King Island.  
 
CPA: 
* Apologised for the oversight. 
* Provided information on how the potential risks around discovery of shipwrecks, and Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) was being managed. 
* Noted that assessments have found no known historical shipwrecks located within the operational areas but recognised that unidentified shipwrecks may be 
present and will be avoided when determining the final drilling locations.  
* Explained that seabed surveys, conducted prior to drilling, will identify any seabed obstructions allowing appropriate mitigation and avoidance measures to be 
adopted.  
* Confirmed that personnel carrying out seabed survey and exploration drilling activities will receive explosives safety awareness briefings, and on-call access to an 
explosives engineer to provide specialist advice will be maintained.  
* Thanked stakeholder for engagement 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Attachments 
* Historical_Military_Ordnance_Risks_May23_ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00017.pdf; 
* PROJECT_UPDATE_JUNE_2024_ABU2-000-EX-RO1-D-00024__2_.pdf 
 
Key Actions 
* Continue to provide information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Victorian National Parks Association – ORG ID 661 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Victorian National Parks Association was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Victorian National Parks Association was identified via Public Comment. 
 Victorian National Parks Association is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Victorian National Parks Association is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 
with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with Victorian National Parks Association delivered detailed and well-informed comments which were reviewed as matters of high importance indicating an understanding 
of the Draft EP. These were responded to in writing on 15/2/2024 (Event ID 5066). The organisation’s Public Comments were wide ranging, although apparently responding to a mistaken understanding that the 
project involved seismic testing. Broad topics included perceived inconsistency with Victorian Acts; risks and impact across a range of interests; potential effects on aggregated areas and threatened species; and 
the extent of the EMBA.  

Consultation process 
Following submission of Public Comment, ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) sought direction on Victorian National Parks Association’s preferred method of consultation and communicated via telephone call (Event 
ID(s) 5037; 5060), email (Event ID(s) 5045; 5066) and campaign email correspondence (Event ID(s) 5155; 5175; 5247; 5485; 6288).  ConocoPhillips Australia did not receive any further engagement from Victorian 
National Parks Association. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
COPA informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5066).  
 
Public comment period 
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 public comment submission from Victorian National Parks Association, with 12 items of feedback raised, as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment 
Submission’ table below (Event ID 5030). 
 
In February 2024, ConocoPhillips Australia emailed Victorian National Parks Association following the public comment period with a written response regarding their feedback as shown in the ‘Items of Feedback 
Raised through Public Comment Submission’ table below (Event ID 5066). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Victorian National Parks Association following Public Comment. The Association did not seek to access the further consultation opportunities offered. 
Information provided to the Victorian National Parks Association occurred through Event ID 5066. The information provided included:  
 A summary outline of the project. 
 An explanation of the regulatory requirements and NOPSEMA’s role. 
 A map of the Permit Areas. 
 Explanation of the processes involved in seabed surveys and exploration drilling. 
 A link to the Draft EP and consultation hub. 
 Further information on conservation, ecological, socio-economic and cultural values and sensitivities; and the EMBA. 
 A summary of environmental assessment to date. 
 Notes on plans to avoid interference with other users. 
 Management of impacts. 
 Further information on consultation options and processes. 
 
Further information provided included: 
 A detailed response to the matters raised by the organisation in Public Comment. 



 A copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure. 
 Information updates. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with Victorian National Parks Association, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
Victorian National Parks Association’s first contact with ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity was in December 2023 through Public Comment, following first submission.  
ConocoPhillips Australia gave the sufficient information listed above to Victorian National Parks Association between 8th February 2024 and 15th February 2024.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given this information, Victorian National Parks Association chose not to engage further in consultation.  
 
During consultation, Victorian National Parks Association raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. However, comments were 
provided through Public Comment as outlined below. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table 
below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Items of Feedback Raised through Public Comment Submission 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

789 5030, 5066 The Environmental Plan is not consistent with the objectives, principles and 
requirements outlined in both the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 and Victorian Marine and Coastal Act. 
There are unacceptable risks and impacts posed on the marine environment due 
to inconsistency with the Victorian Marine and Coastal Act. 
This project is projected to have impacts on the Victorian marine and coastal 
environment. Therefore the principles under the primary guiding legislation The 
Marine and Coastal Act, 2018 should be followed. The Act has the following 
objectives which in the EP does not consider adequately. These objectives are for:  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding legislative compliance to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the EPBC Act and Marine and Coastal Act 2018 alongside the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program complies, where relevant. 
ConocoPhillips Australia does not concur with the claim that the EP is inconsistent with the EPBC Act. 
Consistency with legislative and other requirements forms part of the levels demonstrated within each 
impact and risk assessment within the EP. 
The Marine and Coastal Act 2018 was introduced to improve the management and oversight 
arrangements for the State's marine and coastal environment. The marine and coastal environment is 
defined by the Act as between the outer limit of Victorian coastal waters and 5 km inland of the high-



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

• Integrated coastal zone management,  
• Ecosystem-based management,  
• Ecologically sustainable development,  
• Evidence-based decision-making,  
• Precautionary principle,  
• Proportionate and risk-based principle.  
There is also a marine and coastal policy which lists relevant policies industry 
should be having  
regard to within the Victorian context. 

water mark of the sea. By this definition, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program activities are not 
proposed to occur within Victorian marine and coastal land. The outer limit of Victorian coastal waters 
is approximately 14 km from the VICP/79 operational area at its closest point. ConocoPhillips Australia 
nevertheless recognises that Victorian marine and coastal environments have the potential to be 
impacted by planned and unplanned events and has considered the claim in this context, as outlined 
further below.   
As explained in EP Section 1.6.1, the primary legislation governing the exploration project is the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act) and the Offshore Petroleum 
and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 (the Environment Regulations). The 
overarching purpose of the EP is to demonstrate that ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program can meet the objectives of the Environment Regulations which are to 
ensure that any petroleum activity carried out in an offshore area is conducted in a manner consistent 
with the principles of ecologically sustainable development (ESD), as set out in section 3A of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Information on the 
Principles of ESD (being the integration principle, precautionary principle, intergenerational principle, 
biodiversity principle, valuation principle and transparency principle) and how they are incorporated 
in the determination of acceptability is detailed in EP Section 5.6.3 (Evaluating Acceptability of 
Environmental Impacts and Risks). Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that 
reduces the environmental impacts and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP), while also ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an acceptable 
level.  
EPs are developed using the best available and relevant environmental, social and economic 
understanding, including lessons learnt from previous operations and recognising that information 
may not always be available. With this in mind ConocoPhillips Australia has applied the precautionary 
principle in the ALARP decision-making process as defined in EP Chapter 5, Section 5.6.2, Table 5-2. 
Impacts and risks are both managed to ALARP and must comply with ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
acceptability evaluation criteria. The methodology of this process meets the requirements of the 
Environment Regulations and is consistent with: 
• Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk Management (AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk 
Management – Principles and Guidelines)  
• AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management System (EMS) – Requirements with guidance 
for use 
• UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-related decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly 
UKOOA, 2014) 
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline (N-04750-GL1721, December 2022), and  
• NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements Guidance Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 
2020). 
ConocoPhillips Australia has identified that light emissions from operational lighting and flaring have 
the potential to extended 20 km and 50 km, respectively, and therefore may cross the boundary to 
the Victorian marine and coastal environment. Impacts to light sensitive biological species such as 
seabirds and shorebirds and marine turtles have been assessed in Section 6.4.5.1 of Chapter 6.4 of the 
EP. Further, cumulative impacts associated with light emissions from reasonably foreseeable future 
projects and activities in the Otway Basin were assessed in EP Chapter 8 (Cumulative Impact 
Assessment).  
ConocoPhillips Australia also identified that in the extremely unlikely event of a hydrocarbon spill, 
Victorian marine and coastal environments have the potential to be impacted. Oil Spill modelling was 
conducted for two credible worst-case spill scenarios; Marine Diesel Oil (MDO) and a Loss of Well 
Control Event (LOWC). Impacts to receptors such as marine species, coastal communities and 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

industries have been assessed in Sections 7.6.5 and 7.7.5 of Chapters 7.6 and 7.7 of the EP with 
additional detail available in the oil spill modelling in EP Appendix E. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
developed an Oil Pollution Emergency Response Plan (EP Appendix I) in consultation with the 
Victorian State Government Control Agency, to be implemented in the extremely unlikely event of a 
release. 
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the issues raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons articulated above, ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the 
EP in response to these claims. 

790 5030, 5066 There are unacceptable risks and impacts posed on the marine environment due 
to: Lack of assessment within the EMBA for many Victorian listed marine protected 
areas. 
Victoria has 30 marine protected areas, specifically 24 marine national parks and 
sanctuaries - 
important areas for the conservation of marine biodiversity. Over 70% of Twenty-
three of those are mentioned to be affected by the project (within the EMBA), 
however there is no specific risk assessment for these areas.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts on Victorian listed marine protected 
areas to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the values of 
these protected areas were adequately assessed. 
The EP identifies values and sensitivities of the area and establishes the context of the impact and risk 
assessments. A comprehensive description of the values and sensitivities associated with each 
Victorian listed marine protected area within the broadest environment that may be affected (EMBA) 
is detailed in EP Section 4.4.6.2.  
State marine protected areas do not occur within the Operational Areas or impact EMBAs for the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program and, therefore, planned activities will not affect these areas. These 
ecosystems could only be affected in the extremely unlikely event of a hydrocarbon release. EP 
Sections 7.6 (Marine Diesel Oil Release) and 7.7 (Loss of Well Control) assess the risks to ecological, 
social, economic and cultural values of the marine and coastal environment, including state marine 
protected areas. Table 7-16 shows that state marine protected areas were an important criterion used 
in determining receptors sensitivity to a hydrocarbon spill. Further, Table 7-25 and Table 7-38 include 
the risk assessment for marine diesel oil and gas condensate releases, respectively, on coastal habitats 
and communities, including State marine protected areas. 
The likelihood of a hydrocarbon release event occurring has been assessed as remote. The Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EP and Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (Appendix I) document the controls 
that will be in place to reduce the likelihood of a hydrocarbon spill and to ensure an efficient response 
should an event occur, thus reducing potential environmental impacts. 
Having considered these claims and satisfied itself that the issues raised have been adequately 
addressed in the EP, for the reasons articulated above, ConocoPhillips Australia has not updated the 
EP in response to these claims.  

791 5030, 5066 There are unacceptable risks and impacts posed on the marine environment due 
to: Lack of assessment within the EMBA for many Victorian listed marine protected 
areas. 
Victoria has 30 marine protected areas, specifically 24 marine national parks and 
sanctuaries - 
important areas for the conservation of marine biodiversity. Over 70% of Twenty-
three of those are mentioned to be affected by the project (within the EMBA), 
however there is no specific risk assessment for these areas.  
There are unacceptable risks and impacts posed on the marine environment due 
to: The cumulative impacts of drilling, along with other seismic testing has not 
been considered for key marine threatened species and important habitats in the 
region. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding cumulative impacts to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that these are adequately addressed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, as described in EP 
Chapter 5, includes an evaluation of the potential for cumulative impacts. 
NOPSEMA defines cumulative environmental impacts in the context of offshore petroleum activities, 
as successive, additive or synergistic impacts of collectively significant activities or projects with 
material impacts on the environment that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial 
scales (NOPSEMA Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline, N-04750-GL1721 A524696, Dec 
2022).  
Consequently, cumulative impact screening has been conducted for all potential impacts associated 
with the activity, as part of the acceptability assessment, to determine which aspects, when assessed 
in conjunction with other aspects and with other significant activities or projects, result in material 
impacts that have the potential to accumulate over temporal and spatial scales. These aspects have 
been analysed in the cumulative impact assessment detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
In regard to underwater noise impacts, acoustic modelling for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
involved the assessment of a range of activities occurring in isolation and in parallel to assesses the 
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cumulative impact of multiple continuous sound sources in close proximity, as described in EP Section 
6.6.1.  
In regard to impacts from planned operational discharges from the MODU and support vessels, given 
the small quantities and intermitted nature of discharges, cumulative impacts are not predicted to 
increase the impact extent. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the potential risks and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the 
EP has not been updated in response to this claim. 

792 5030, 5066 There are unacceptable risks and impacts posed on the marine environment due 
to: The impact on key threatened species have not been adequately addressed, 
nor have appropriate control measures such as aerial surveys to protect marine 
mammals been put in place. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to threatened species and detections 
methods used to locate cetaceans to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that impacts and methods have been adequately considered. 
Detailed impacts assessments specific to listed threatened species are detailed extensively throughout 
the EP, for example, marine mammals including the southern right whale and blue whale are 
extensively considered in EP Sections 6.6 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-Impulsive), 6.7 
(Underwater Sound Emissions –Impulsive) and 7.4 (Interaction with Marine Fauna); threatened birds 
have been extensively considered in EP Sections 6.4 (Light Emissions), 6.6, 6.7 and 7.4.  
Regarding control measures, the Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale 
Management Plan) outlines specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant 
species, including the implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and 
whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and 
establishment of safe points for operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well 
Integrity requirements. It also details a procedure to minimise the risk of vessel interactions with 
relevant fauna including whales, dolphins, seals, marine turtles and rafting birds. 
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, 
the objective of aerial surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel and, 
prior to the commencement of the exploration program, a Fauna Management Implementation Plan 
will be developed with input from a range of specialists to facilitate the implementation of the FMP 
on the exploration program vessels and MODU. Details on aviation services and airfields are 
considered to be outside of the scope of the EP and will form part of the contractual arrangements 
for these services. 
ConocoPhillips acknowledges that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one 
method can guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques 
across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques 
ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include 
Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area 
will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for 
each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
The largest Activity Action Zone (AAZ) resulting from impulsive underwater sound sources are from 
VSP operations which will have an AAZ distance of 6.5 km for southern right whale cow-calf pairs 
between April to the end of October. The use of Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs) as a technique for 
detection is considered appropriate given the observation distances are within the range observable 
by MMOs (effectively 3 km either side of a surveying vessel during southern right whale migration 
period, and only 1.5 km distance in total from the VSP source for all other times of year). As per the 
FMP, aerial surveys and acoustic detection will complement vessel-based operations. The largest 
Activity Action Zones to occur during MODU resupply (short-duration, non-impulsive sound 
emissions) for on-shelf locations is 13 km and 23 km in the offshore direction for shelf-edge locations. 
As detailed in FMP Section 3, whale observation and detection methods consisting of MFOs, acoustic 
detections and aerial surveys will be conducted, and a pre-activity detection survey will occur prior to 
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commencement of specific activities.  
Daily use of aerial surveys is not considered appropriate nor practicable on account of weather 
constraints, aviation safety and aircraft availability. Situations where aerial surveys will be employed 
are detailed in the FMP. Roles and responsibilities for the implementation of the plan and reporting 
requirements, including communication of whale sightings, is outlined in Section 2.1 of the FMP 
(Appendix N). 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that updates to the Fauna Management Plan, formerly called 
‘Whale Management Plan’ (CM08), along with the information already in the EP as identified above, 
adequately address this claim.  As a result, the EP has not been updated in response to this claim. 

793 5030, 5066 There are unacceptable risks and impacts posed on the marine environment due 
to: A spill would be disastrous for this area if it were to occur, and the risk is too 
great. 
The risk of oil spills and other marine pollution may reach the entire Victorian 
coastline, most of Tasmania and parts of South Australia and NSW.  

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding potential impacts associated with a loss of well 
control (LOWC) event from the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has 
reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure the information provided allows for an appropriate 
level of assessment.  
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) by a spill, as shown in EP Figure 4-7 (Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program EMBA), represents the combined spatial extent of 1400 hypothetical 
worst-case spill scenario simulations which are modelled under various realistic metocean conditions, 
across all seasons, from a range of representative drilling locations. Modelled simulations provide an 
informed estimate of where the oil might go if nothing is done to respond and allows the prediction 
of possible effects. The resultant EMBA in no way represent the extend of any individual spill. The 
spatial extent of an actual spill would be considerably smaller than that of the EMBA. More detail on 
modelling can be found in the oil spill modelling report provided EP Appendix E. 
As explained in EP Section 4.6 (Ecological Environment), the key sources of information for the 
species and ecosystems that may be present in the EMBA are obtained via the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) and 
the Species Profile and Threats (SPRAT) databases, as well as the South-East Commonwealth Marine 
Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-23 (DNP 2013) and the Temperate East Marine Reserve 
Network Management Plan 2018 (DNP 2018). A copy of the PMST is provided in Appendix B. These 
sources provide information on the most up-to-date protection status, distribution, and sensitivity of 
species and ecosystems within the EMBA that could be affected by a spill. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the potential risks and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the 
EP has not been updated in response to these claims. 

794 5030, 5066 Chemical dispersants utilised by industry to clean up oil spills, which by nature are 
chemicals, cannot be relied on as a fix, especially given much of this coastline is 
inaccessible to enable amelioration of the damage within the timeframe required. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the use of chemical dispersants to be of high 
merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the information provided is 
appropriate.  
As stated in EP Section 7.8.2 (Strategic Net Environmental Benefit Analysis) and Section 2.6.1 of the Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) (Appendix I of the EP), chemical dispersants have not been 
proposed as a feasible response strategy for either a spill of condensate or marine diesel oil for the 
following reason: 
• Group I and II oils, such as condensate gas and marine diesel oils, have a low viscosity and high 
volatility which results in the formation of a thin layer or film on the sea surface which evaporates and 
dissipates quickly, therefore making the application of dispersant is ineffective. 
Based on this rationale, a response strategy involving chemical dispersants is not recommended and 
use of dispersants has not been considered further within the EP or associated OPEP. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the concern raised does not 
arise in the EP as drafted.  Accordingly, the EP has not been updated in response to these claims. 
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795 5030, 5066 Key critical environmental impacts and risks have not been identified and reduced 
appropriately within the EP, and we do not believe this EP warrants drilling in this 
area to proceed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the identification, assessment and reduction of 
impacts and risks associated with the proposed activities to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) in response to these claims. 
The environmental impact and risk assessment methodology is comprehensively described in EP 
Chapter 5 and is consistent with Australian standards, international guidance and NOPSEMAs 
guidelines and guidance notes, as described in EP Section 5.1. ConocoPhillips Australia has provided 
extensive information on the environmental impacts and risks associated with the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in EP Chapters 6 and 7. As described in EP section 5.4.2, ConocoPhillips 
Australia considers the particular values and sensitivities relevant to the EP as per the EPBC Act and 
the Environment Regulations to be:  
• presence of Listed threatened species and ecological communities  
• presence of Listed migratory species (protected under international agreements)  
• values and sensitivities as part of the Commonwealth marine environment  
• values of World heritage properties  
• values of National heritage places  
• ecological character of a declared RAMSAR wetland  
• other values include social, economic and cultural values. 
Information on the identification of particular values and sensitivities that may be affected by the 
relevant aspect of the activity are detailed within each impact and risk assessment section of the EP. 
For example seabirds, shorebirds, marine turtles and ecological communities (i.e. conservation values 
and sensitivities such as Australian Marine Parks, coastal communities, Threatened Ecological 
Communities, and prey for threatened species) were identified in EP section 6.4.4 regarding impacts 
associated with light emissions. Comprehensive information is then provided in the ‘Evaluation’ 
section (e.g. Section 6.4.5) of each impact and risk assessment for the identified values and 
sensitivities.  
Environmental impacts and risks are described in detail in the EP as follows: 
• World Heritage Areas: Tables 7-25 and 7-38.  
• Wetlands of International Importance: Tables 7-21, 7-25, 7-34 and 7-38, and Section 7.8.8.2 
• Australian Marine Parks: Sections 6.3.5.2, 6.4.5.2, 6.5.5.2, 6.6.7.3, 6.7.6.2, 6.8.5, 6.9.5.3, 7.3.5.2, 7.4.6, 
7.5.5, 7.5.6, 7.6.2.4 Tables 7-17, 7-18, 7-20-7-22, Sections 7.6.7, 7.7.2.3-7.7.2.5, Tables 7-30, 7-31, 7-33, 
7-34, 7-35, Section 7.8.8.2, Table 7-45.  
• State Marine Protected Areas: Tables 7-16, 7-25, 7-38, Section 7.8.8.2.  
• Cultural Environment: Sections 6.2.4.8, 6.2.5.2, 6.3.4, 6.3.5.4, 6.4.5.4, 6.5.5.2, 6.6.7.4, 6.7.6.4, 6.8.5.4, 
6.9.5.4, 7.2.6.3, 7.3.5.4, 7.4.6.3, 7.5.6.3, Tables 7-25, 7-38, Section 7.8.8.4, Tables 8-2, 9-1.   
• Key Ecological Features: Sections 6.6.7.3, 7.5.5, 7.5.6.1, Tables 7-17, 7-18, 7-20, 7-21, Sections 7.7.2.3, 
7.7.2.4, 7.7.2.5, Tables 7-30, 7-31, 7-32, 7-33, 7-34, 7-35, 7.8.8.2. 
Extensive mapping has been provided through-out the EP. In total, 147 figures have been provided in 
the EP showing locations of, and overlap of operational areas and EMBAs with a range of values and 
sensitivities and aspects to support thorough impact and risk assessments including: 
• Figure 4-8: IMCRA Bioregions 
• Figure 4-9: Australian Marine Parks 
• Figure 4-10: World and National Heritage Places; Commonwealth Heritage Places within EMBA 
• Figure 4-12: Wetlands, Threatened Ecological Communities,  
• Figure 4-14: Key Ecological Features 
• Figures 4-15 to 4-26 physical features of the environment 
• Figures 4-27 to 4-35 and 4-65 to 4-101 reported catch and state and commonwealth fisheries 
• Figures 4-36 to 4-54 Biologically Important Areas and other data for sensitive species 
• Figures 4-49 to 4-64 Other Marine Users 
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• Figures 4-103 and 4-104 Cultural Heritage  
• Figures 6-1 to 6-19 to support the assessment of impacts related to interference with other marine 
and coastal users 
• Figures 6-20 to 6-25 to support the assessment of impacts associated with light 
• Figures 6-26 and 6-27 to support the assessment of impacts associated with underwater sound 
• Figures 7-1 to 7-7 to support the assessment of risks associated with hydrocarbon releases and 
response activities. 
Additional figures are provided throughout the technical appendices. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided details on the control measures that will be implemented for 
the duration of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to ensure the impacts and risks are reduced to 
ALARP and an Acceptable Level.  Consideration has been given to a number of additional control 
measures to determine the benefits of their implementation towards impact and risk reduction to 
determine the practicability and effectiveness of adoption, based on a hierarchy of controls 
methodology.  Environmental Performance Standards (EPS) have been developed as a statement of 
performance required of a control measure to ensure the control measure consistently performs to 
reduce impact or risk to ALARP and to an Acceptable Level, as detailed in EP Chapter 9. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the potential risks and impacts 
referred to have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the 
EP has not been updated in response to these claims. 

796 5030, 5066 The project may affect important aggregating areas (BIA’s) for whales, sharks, 
birds, many listed as threatened species under state and federal law. Some of 
these species include the Southern Right Whales, Blue Whales, and Humpback 
Whales, Great White Shark, Shy Albatross. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to EPBC Act listed species and their 
habitat as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts have been adequately assessed.  
The EP acknowledges a wide variety of whale species are known to be, or could possibly be, present 
in and around the operational areas (see EP Section 4.6.9 and Table 4-12), including the Southern 
Right Whale, Blue Whale, Humpback Whale, Great White Shark and Shy Albatross. Descriptions of the 
distribution and ecology of those whale species most likely to be present are described in EP Section 
4.6.9.2.  This includes descriptions of any known reproductive, foraging and migratory behaviours and 
biologically important areas that have been published in the scientific literature and that are relevant 
to the operational areas. Note: ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct any activities 
within the southern right whale Reproduction BIA (i.e. calving grounds). On this basis, the EP fully 
acknowledges and describes whale migrations and spatial and temporal overlap with the planned 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program and assesses the impacts associated with seabed surveys and 
drilling operations, including vertical seismic profiling and support vessel movements, as detailed in 
EP Chapters 6 and 7. 
The Protected Matter Search Tool (PMST) report identified 3 species of EPBC listed sharks 
(Carcharodon carcharias, Galeorhinus galeus and Centrophorus zeehaani) which may occur within 
operational areas and areas affected by short-duration impulsive sound. One species of shark, the 
white shark, has Biologically Important Areas (BIAs) that have been identified to overlap the 
operational areas. The entire South-east Marine Region (1,632,402 km2) is considered a distribution 
BIA for the white shark while waters within the marine region which surround pinniped colonies, such 
as Deen Maar, are considered foraging BIAs for the species. Due to the minimal area of impact 
(maximum of 450 m from sound source), in addition to the temporary, short-term nature of the 
activities, negligible impacts to all fish species, including sharks, and their ability to conduct 
biologically important behaviours in BIAs are expected. 
Section 4.6.7.1 (Albatross and Giant-petrels) provides a detailed description of the shy albatross and 
its EPBC listing status. The PMST Report (Appendix B) identifies the likely presence of the species 
within the operational areas, light and flaring EMBAs which are displayed in Table 4-9. Further, a 
foraging biologically important area (BIA) was identified within the operational areas, light and flaring 
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EMBAs which covers the whole south-east marine region. No breeding BIAs were identified within the 
potential impact EMBAs (Albatross Island is located approximately 96 km from the T/49P permit area); 
however, it is understood that breeding individuals will likely use the area for foraging. EP Sections 6.6 
and 6.7 assess the potential impact of underwater noise emissions on marine invertebrates and fish 
species, both potential prey of the shy albatross. Due to the localised extent of the impacts (maximum 
2 km for the sound source) they are not expected to occur at an ecosystem or population level and 
impacts to the foraging success of the shy albatross are not predicted.  EP Section 6.4 assesses the 
potential impact of light on the shy albatross and found that with the largest light footprint (50 km 
around the drilling area during flaring) the Otway Exploration drilling Program would overlap a 
maximum of 0.7% of their likely foraging areas (Figure 6-22), assuming the worst-case, location was 
selected with the greatest area of overlap. This suggests that foraging opportunities for the shy 
albatross extend far beyond the proposed location of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
Therefore, impacts to the foraging success of the shy albatross are not expected to be impacted due 
to the temporary and localised nature of the proposed activity. 
In accordance with the control measures set out within the EP, the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
will be managed so that the potential impacts and risks, including impacts and risks to important 
habitat for threatened species, will be mitigated to ALARP and Acceptable Levels in accordance with 
all applicable environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the concern raised has been 
adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to this claim. 

797 5030, 5066 Marine threatened species could be impacted through a hearing impairment 
(temporary or permanent), physiological changes such as stress responses, 
indirectly by impacting their prey, behavioural alterations such as avoidance 
responses, displacement, or a change in vocalizations, or through masking 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding impacts to marine mammals and their habitat 
from underwater sound associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit 
and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that impacts to these species were adequately 
assessed. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has provided a detailed discussion of the scientific literature outlining 
potential impacts to whales from seabed surveys and exploratory drilling throughout EP Sections 6.6 
(Underwater Sound Emissions – Non-impulsive) and 6.7 (Underwater Sound Emissions – Impulsive).  
Activity-specific underwater sound modelling (Appendix G of the EP) was commissioned to ensure 
that the extent of potential impacts to marine mammals were fully understood. In acknowledgement 
of the potential for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to impact whales within the Otway Basin, 
ConocoPhillips Australia developed control measures in consultation with marine mammal experts, 
taking into consideration relevant Conservation Management Plans and all environmental regulatory 
requirements.   Control measures to reduce impacts from anthropogenic noise are outlined in 
Sections 6.6.8 and 6.7.7. Control measure CM08: Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N) outlines 
specific measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the 
implementation of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity 
surveys for specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 
operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the claim pertaining to underwater sound impacts and 
considers the detailed control measures included in the updated Fauna Management Plan will reduce 
the impacts associated with underwater sound to as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable 
levels.   
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the concern raised has been 
adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, no changes have been 
made to the EP in response to this claim. 
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798 5030, 5066 The control measures proposed are not effective enough to reduce these impacts. 
There are challenges with Marine fauna observer (MFO). The effectiveness of this 
role is highly limited at times of poor visibility, rough seas and other tough 
environmental conditions which make whale spotting difficult at the easiest of 
times. They are not a reliable control to prevent or reduce the impact on these 
threatened species to the standard that needs to be applied. Aerial surveys 
according the EP have been rejected to look out for marine mammals during 
operations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding the ability of Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs) to 
detect EPBC listed cetaceans to be of high merit and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to 
ensure that limitations and methods have been adequately considered. 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific 
measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation 
of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for 
specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 
operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
ConocoPhillips acknowledges that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one 
method can guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques 
across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques 
ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include 
Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection which can operate in 
conditions of limited visibility and at night, as detailed in Section 3.1 of the FMP.  
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledge that visual detection of whales is restricted to daylight hours 
and reasonable sightings conditions and that animal behaviour, such as deep diving, has the ability to 
further affect detection probability. Several management procedures, such as a pre-activity detection 
survey, are proposed to counter these limitations. 
• In recognition that whales will not be visually detectable when they are submerged, MFOs will 
undertake pre-start up visual observations in order to monitor for the presence of whales for at least 
30 minutes before commencement.  The 30-minute pre-start observation period is sufficient on the 
basis that: 
• The species identified as deep/long diving cetacean species that could be present in the operational 
areas are high frequency odontocete species (e.g. sperm whales and beaked whales) for which 
modelling predicts that PTS and TTS will not occur as a result of impulsive underwater sound 
emissions 
• Pygmy blue whales are the threatened species expected at greatest densities during activity, and 30 
minutes of pre-start observations is sufficient based on the dive times published by Owen et al. (2016) 
for this species. 
The Fauna Management Plan (Appendix N (FMP), formerly Whale Management Plan) outlines specific 
measures to minimise anthropogenic noise threats to relevant species, including the implementation 
of increased safe operating distances between vessels and whales, pre-activity aerial surveys for 
specific activities, night-time and low visibility controls and establishment of safe points for 
operational activities in accordance with the Safety Case and Well Integrity requirements.  
As stated in the FMP, operational details for aerial surveys, including when aerial surveys are required, 
the objective of aerial surveys, flight path and observers will be determined by the Expert Panel.  
ConocoPhillips acknowledges that there are inherent challenges in detecting whales and that no one 
method can guarantee the detection of whales, but by combining several complementary techniques 
across various platforms, it maximises the likelihood of accurate and early detection. Techniques 
ConocoPhillips have identified that will be used within the Otway Exploration Drilling Program include 
Marine Fauna Observers (MFOs), aerial surveys and acoustic detection. A designated detection area 
will, at minimum, encompass the Activity Action Zone which has been purposefully considered for 
each activity (i.e., seabed surveys, drilling, resupply, VSP, etc.).  
Daily use of aerial surveys is not considered appropriate nor practicable on account of weather 
constraints, aviation safety and aircraft availability. Situations where aerial surveys will be employed 
are detailed in the FMP. Roles and responsibilities for the implementation of the plan and reporting 
requirements, including communication of whale sightings, is outlined in Section 2.1 of the FMP 
(Appendix N). 
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ConocoPhillips Australia considers the claims relating to MFOs and cetacean monitoring have specific 
relevance and have been addressed through updates to the Fauna Management Plan. 

799 5030, 5066 If there was a spill there are not adequate measures put in place to protect 
threatened species given the long response time should there be a spill. There is 
not sufficient control measures or information in place to reduce harm to 
threatened species. 

ConocoPhillips Australia considers claims regarding protection measures and response times to a spill 
associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program to be of high merit and has reviewed the 
Environment Plan (EP) to ensure that the measures proposed are appropriate.  
The worst-case spill scenario which is modelled over 90 days represents an unrestricted loss of well 
control (LOWC) event assuming there is no spill response intervention, to ensure worst-case 
conditions are assessed. A release over 90 days is considered conservative, as an unrestricted LOWC 
is considered the worst-case and not necessarily the most credible. As such, the volume released, and 
duration of the response is likely to be less. 
As stated, in EP Section 7.8.4.1, there were at least three possible options of Mobile Offshore Drilling 
Unit (MODU) locations considered: Victoria, Northwest Shelf and Singapore. Based off these three 
scenarios, ConocoPhillips Australia estimated the timeframes to complete a relief well kill with 90 days 
considered a conservative medium timeframe.  
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a comprehensive Oil Spill Emergency Plan (OPEP), Aviation 
Plan and Shoreline Plan in consultation with State Government Control Agencies. The OPEP and 
appended aviation and shoreline plans contain detailed information to support an effective response 
to the credible worst-case spill scenarios, and are included in Appendix I of the EP. As described in the 
OPEP, ConocoPhillips Australia is a member of the Australian Marine Oil Spill Response Centre 
(AMOSC). AMOSC has trained oil spill responders and specialised oil spill equipment strategically 
placed around Australia. The closest office and location of personal and response equipment is in 
Geelong, Victoria, Australia. Membership includes assurance of 24/7 response capability for relevant 
spill events and access to national equipment stockpiles maintained by the Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority’s (AMSA) through the National Plan, and to other AMOSC member companies under the 
Mutual Aid agreement outlined within the ‘AMOSPlan’. These agreements are in addition to the local 
resources in Victoria and Tasmania.  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers this capacity to respond to be sufficient in relation to the risk of a 
spill event within the Otway Basin. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the concern raised has been 
adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has not been 
updated in response to this claim. 

800 5030, 5066 The EP acknowledges that the impact of drilling operations is likely to have an 
enormous environmental footprint that spans across the state of Victoria, 
Tasmania, and parts of South Australia and NSW. The map below from 
ConocoPhillips EP highlighting this expansive area as ‘The environment that might 
be affected’. This incredibly large impact area alone should be an outright rejection 
of this project. The impacts to this wider area have not been considered enough. 
We do not believe that the impacts on the marine environment have been 
adequately addressed within this EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges claims regarding the footprint of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and has reviewed the Environment Plan (EP) to ensure the information provided is 
accurate. 
The environment that may be affected (EMBA) referred to in Figure 4-7 of the EP is the area used to 
describe and assess where a change in the ambient environment condition has the potential to occur 
as the result of a planned activity or an unplanned event. It is noted that a change within the EMBA 
does not always imply that an adverse impact will occur. The EMBA encompasses the entire spatial 
extent of all predicted impacts and possible risks associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. This includes the combined spatial extent of 1400 modelled hypothetical scenarios of an 
accidental hydrocarbon release from a marine diesel oil spill, and 1400 modelled scenarios of an 
accidental loss of well control event. 
This EMBA is used to support preparedness by identifying a planning area, within which 
environmental values and sensitivities are identified and priorities for protection are established for 
extremely unlikely credible worst-case hydrocarbon release scenarios.  
Impacts associated with planned activities are detailed in EP Chapter 6 (Environmental Impact 
Assessment). EP Section 6.3 (Seabed Disturbance) provides a detailed description of the actual 



Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID 

Summary of Feedback ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Feedback 

predicted physical footprint of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program through direct seabed 
disturbance. Disturbance to the seabed will occur as a result of the activities listed below: 
• Seabed surveys (sampling, sandbag anchors) 
• MODU activities (anchoring, tethers) 
• Drilling activities (surface hole, drill cuttings). 
The total direct footprint for nine seabed surveys and six wells, is 0.037 km2. Impacts associated with 
drilling discharges at the seabed, including smothering, are predicted to be short duration, localised 
and recoverable and are described in EP Section 6.8 (Planned Drilling Discharges).  
Predicted impacts of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are therefore not predicted to have a 
significant environmental footprint. All activities will be conducted in accordance with the control 
measures set out within the EP, so that the potential impacts and risks will be mitigated to ALARP and 
Acceptable Levels in accordance with all environmental regulatory requirements. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has considered the claim and is satisfied that the potential impacts referred 
to have been adequately addressed in the EP for the reasons outlined above.  As a result, the EP has 
not been updated in response to this claim 

 
Record of Consultation 
 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5030 12/12/2023 Public Comment INCOMING PUBLIC COMMENT: Individual submitted a public comment regarding the draft environmental plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program 

5037 8/02/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member attempted to make a call that was not answered. Message left. 
5045 8/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission and identifying themselves as a relevant person.  

 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Advised would be happy to meet and discuss their submission and advised available timeframe.  
• Requested to contact to arrange suitable time. 

5060 14/02/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP Team member call to follow up an email. Not answered so COP member left a message. 
5066 15/02/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking them for their submission.  

 
Attachments: 
• Official Letter of Response. 
• Information Sheet 13 
• Consultation on Offshore Petroleum Environment Plans 
 
Advised of available times and dates for a meeting if the individual wishes and feedback cut-off date. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 

.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our 
activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



– ORG ID 711 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  GRAHAM was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  GRAHAM was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
  GRAHAM is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):   GRAHAM is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity.  Graham is a community marine user. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided  Graham with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation.  Graham attended a community session (Event ID 1180). ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
project updates and  Graham participated in an online survey (Event 5181) sharing contact details and agreeing to their information provided being shared publicly. 
Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  preferred method of consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia had initial contact with  at a community session (Event ID 1180) and contact 
details by telephone call (Event ID 1347). ConocoPhillips Australia provided project updates (Event ID’s 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5199, 5210, 5226, 5247, 5280, 5485, 6288) 
and  provided further contact details (Event ID 5181) and requested to receive further project information while advising information provided could be shared publicly. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4392). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 02 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1205) 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 1637) 
 Provided a summary of outlined potential impacts to commercial fishers and marine life, which included a commitment to ensure that no fisher was worse off as a result of the activity (Event ID 1637).  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1180). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event IDs 1180).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1180). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1180).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID 1180).   
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1180). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1180). 
Further information provided included: 
 Information updates on the proposed activity, the consultation process, and the environmental assessment process. 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181). 
 Provided link to draft Environmental Plan chapters, and the opportunity to provide feedback (Event ID 3181). 
 Further details on the Commercial Marine Users Adjustment Protocol. 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



 received initial engagement about the activity in May 2023, 191 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia provided 
base level of sufficient information listed above to  between 02 May 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 37 days).    
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
  
During consultation:   
During consultation,  raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1).   
 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

1180 2/05/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Port Fairy: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
• Our methodology 
• Preliminary assessment 



• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community in the June 
Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information was available 
through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  
• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

1347 25/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: To individual to confirm email address after the individual attended a community session on the 2/05/2023. Individual 
confirmed their details. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 
 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek consultation as a Relevant 
Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to 
provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and 
sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the 
activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and 
associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 
assessment. 



 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 
This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available 
from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been 
adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet 
been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 



.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and 
how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5181 14/03/2024 Social Pinpoint Complete 
Consultation Survey 

INCOMING SURVEY: from an individual. Individual completed the Stay Connected survey via Social Pinpoint: 
• Registered their contact details. 
• Requested to receive updates on the development of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. 
• Requested to receive information about future webinars concerning the project. 
• Stated they are a relevant person. 
• Agreed with the information provided to be shared publicly. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was 
updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5199 18/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Indicated that COPA intended to record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 
. 

5210 21/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Final reminder and log in details for webinar registrants. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Confirmed details for webinar registrants. 
• Provided log-in details. 
• Outlined the purpose of the webinar was to report on public comment feedback and how the EP had been updated to reflect the feedback. 
.     Explained that participants will be muted for the duration of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q and A function. 
.     Explained how to submit questions on how Conoco Phillips had responded to public comments prior to the webinar.   
 .    Explained that COPA would record the webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Webinar Details. 
 
Contact details were provided. 

5226 22/03/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding recent relevant person registration through consultation hub survey, looking to clarify functions, interests 
and activities. COP advised team member was available for a call. 
 
Attached: 
• External regulator NOPSEMA’s consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans information for the community. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the 
Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 



NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or 
new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5280 11/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual regarding recent relevant person registration through consultation hub survey, looking to clarify functions, interests 
and activities. COP team member advised that a call could be organised  to discuss details further. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling 
Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they 
become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 29/11/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Parks Victoria – ORG ID 716 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Parks Victoria was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Parks Victoria was identified via Referred by another stakeholder/relevant person. 
 Parks Victoria is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Parks Victoria is a State or Territory Department or Agency, specifically a statutory authority of the Victorian Government acting in accordance with the Parks Victoria 
Act 2018. Parks Victoria serves to protect our state’s natural and cultural heritage on behalf of all Victorians; assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in 
the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Parks Victoria with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time. Parks Victoria engaged but did not provide any assertions or 
concerns, information, or objections and claims. A virtual meeting was held where ConocoPhillips Australia’s Oil Pollution Emergency Plan was discussed, and how it may work with planning for similar 
emergencies for Parks Victoria (Event ID 6293). Additional tailored information was provided to Parks Victoria with information on their specific areas of interest and questions. 

Consultation process 
Consultation period with Parks Victoria leading to submission of the Environment Plan for public comment (03 March 2023 – 09 November 2023)  
Parks Victoria initially was identified via referral from another stakeholder/relevant person on 06 September 2023, regarding contacting the ConocoPhillips Australia team about its Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
and how it may work with planning for similar emergencies (Event ID 6293). ConocoPhillips Australia requested a meeting and sought direction on Parks Victoria’s preferred method of consultation (Event ID 
6294). A virtual meeting was held on 03 October 2023, where additional tailored information was provided (Event ID 4357). Further email engagement followed (Event IDs: 4504, 4508, 4509), and ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 3859, 4392). 5 feedback(s) were received from Parks Victoria.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia notified Parks Victoria that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 4504).  
  
Further consultation (following submission of the Environment Plan on 09 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with Parks Victoria including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to engage regularly via email correspondence to confirm a 
contact for the Area Chief Ranger for Discovery Bay Marine National Park (Event IDs: 5303, 5304, 5305, 6205) as well as direct telephone call where ConocoPhillips Australia enquired about Sea Ranger Programs 
and First Nation employment (Event ID 5285). ConocoPhillips Australia continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288). On 
02 September 2024 ConocoPhillips Australia emailed a referred contact within Parks Victoria to share further and additional tailored information (Event ID 6205). 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Parks Victoria to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided on 3 October 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 4357). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 4357). 
 Reported on the development of the Environment Plan and the regulatory process (Event ID 4357).  
 Indicated that ConocoPhillips Australia was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 4357). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 4357). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 4357). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 4357). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process (Event ID 4357). 
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 3859). 



 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 4357).  
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event IDs: 4357, 3859). 
 Information updates related to the public comment period (Event IDs: 4357, 4846). 
 
Additional tailored information provided to Parks Victoria with information on their specific areas of interest and questions pertaining to:  
 Overview on Oil Pollution Emergency Events (Event ID 4357). 
 Discussion on Loss of Well Control (Event ID 4357). 
 Review of modelling process, outputs specific to South Gippsland shoreline and worst-case deterministic modelling for South Gippsland (Event ID 4357). 
 Discussion on Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) developed in consultation with Department of Transport and Planning, Victoria (Event ID 4357). 
 Discussion of Tactical Response Plans for shoreline response (Event ID 4357). 
 Information about Fauna Management Plan (Event ID 6205). 
 Information about the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative and Adjustment Protocol (OMICC) (Event 6205). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from Parks Victoria. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Parks Victoria initially engaged about the prospect of the activity on 07 September 2023 (Event ID 3250), 64 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided the base of sufficient information listed above to Parks Victoria on 10 October 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from relevant 
persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023, at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the 
Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Parks Victoria to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, Parks Victoria raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see 
outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1750 4357 & 4508 Stakeholder suggested engagement with 
Phillip Island Nature Park 

Provided sufficient information to both Phillip Island Nature Park (SIR report Org 1152) contacts cc’d by Parks Victoria and 
invited to engage. No response was received.   

 

 

Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1754 4509 Stakeholder provided their office phone number due to error with 
main number. 

Noted 

1753 4508 CC'd and provided contact details for personnel at Parks Victoria 
and Philip Island Nature Parks 

Wrote to the contacts provided with relevant information and invitation to engage. Phillip Island Nature 
Park (SIR report Org 1152) and Event ID 6205. 

1752 5285 Stakeholder advised that First Nation employment if through 
standard employment channel and advised that Sea Ranger 
enquiries should be with local Aboriginal Corporations. 

Noted 

1750 4357 Stakeholder advised that as they do not represent all of Parks 
Victoria, that they would forward the presentation slides to others 
within the organisation.  

Noted, with thanks 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of 
Merit 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or Claim Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6293 6/09/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL SENT FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 716 IS THE RECIPIENT AND COPA IS CC'd: Original sender was not ORG ID 716. 
Incoming email was sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 391) who advised: 
- Informative presentation hosted by COPA regarding OPEP 
- Thought Parks Victoria would be interested 
- Thought Parks Victoria should contact COPA team regarding planning for similar emergencies 

3250 7/09/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team. 
 
-Individual agreed to COP's suggestion to meet to discuss the OPEP. 

6294 7/09/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual replying to request for a meeting. COPA team noted: 
- Travelling for work until the 18th of September 
- Able to meet either today or after the 18th whichever individual would prefer. 

3254 7/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following meeting invite for 07/09/23. 
 
-Individual provided alternative options for meeting date.  

6295 7/09/2023  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual with virtual meeting invite for the 4 October 2024. 
Attached: 
- OEDP Briefing (South Gippsland Council Briefing PowerPoint) 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

4355 2/10/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL - From individual. 
 
.   Accepted meeting invitation for alternative date/time. 

4354 2/10/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual to COP team requesting change to meeting arrangements.  
3859 3/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause 
was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4357 3/10/2023  Meeting - Virtual VIRTUAL MEETING -With individual. 
 
Summary Information Provided: 
• Briefing Presentation tailored to organisation's areas of interest - addressing scenarios with related management and response planning. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Noted that the major topic of joint interest is Loss of Well Control (LOWC) and potential impact to coastline. 
• Reviewed potential impact on wildlife and suggested other contacts. 
.    Reviewed modelling process, outputs specific to South Gippsland shoreline and worst-case deterministic modelling for South Gippsland. 
.     Discussed Tactical Response Plans for shoreline response. 
• Discussed OPEP and links to EP. 
 
Key Actions: 
• COP to provide a link to the Draft Environment Plan chapters. 
.   Individual to provide additional contacts in organisation. 

4504 6/10/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following briefing (3/10/23). 
  
Summary Information Provided: 
• Briefing Presentation tailored to organisation's areas of interest, including consultation feedback to date and scenarios with related management and response 
planning. 
• Draft meeting notes for review and comment. 
 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Queried whether individual wished information to be classified as sensitive. 
• Noted that the major topic of joint interest is Loss of Well Control and potential impact to coastline. 
• Reviewed potential impact on wildlife and suggested other contacts. 
• Discussed OPEP and links to EP. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Key Actions: 
• COP to provide a link to the Draft Environment Plan chapters. 
• Final version of meeting notes to be included in consultation log. 

4508 9/10/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Email from individual committing to reviewing meeting minutes.  
 
-Individual advised that the engagement doesn't reflect engaging with the organisation as a whole.  
-The individual provided additional contacts and cc’d them. 

4509 9/10/2023  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual following up earlier email 9/10/23.  
-Individual provided additional contact details. 

4392 27/10/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in 
the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make 
an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to 
reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment 
Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new 
information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5303 18/04/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To organisation seeking contact information. 
5304 18/04/2024  Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual replying to email sent on the same day, advising that they forwarded team's query to the appropriate management team. 
5305 19/04/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual responding to previous query and identifying themselves as the appropriate contact. 
5285 22/04/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: to individual to enquiry about Sea Ranger Programs and opportunities for First Nation employment. Individual commented: 

• First Nation employment is through the usual path employment channels. 
• Check with local Aboriginal Corporations about Sea Ranger Programs. 

5485 4/07/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of 
the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6205 2/10/2024  Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) outlined: 
* Reasons for contacting the individual 
* Overview and purpose of proposed exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters. 
* NOPSEMA requirements and preparation of Environment Plan (EP). 
 
Information provided concerning recent updates: 
* Consultation & Public Comment have resulted in a Titleholder Report which is available on the NOPSEMA website 
* Availability of information sheet on the consultation hub (with link).  
* Ongoing implementation strategy including ongoing consultation procedures to ensure:  
• Identification of additional relevant persons.  
• Continuation of two-way meaningful dialogue with relevant persons.  
• Provision of sufficient information to all relevant persons.  
• Adjustment protocol principles to compensate impacted fishers. 
• Ongoing identification and resolution of issues identified by relevant persons.  
• Adaptive risk management that reflects new knowledge and understanding acquired over the life of the EP. 
 
Commercial Fishing 
*  COPA Membership of the Otway Marine Industries Co-Existence Cooperative (OMICC).  
* Purpose of OMICC’s Otway Adjustment Protocol.  
* Key Features of the Protocol - Evidence-based compensation 
* Single Point of Entry 
* Commitment to Transparency 
* Community Engagement 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Marine Fauna 
* Development of a Fauna Management Plan (FMP) 
* Key policy and/or regulation informing the development of control measures for the FMP are:  
.  Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act Policy Statement 2.1 – Interaction between offshore seismic exploration and whales.  
.  EPBC Regulations 2000 Part 8: Vessel and Operating Procedures. 
 
* Latest EP submission is available on the NOPSEMA website. 
* How to engage as a Relevant Person  
* Link to Consultation Hub 
* Sensitive information clause. 
 
Attachments 
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf; 
* PROJECT_UPDATE_JUNE_2024_ABU2-000-EX-RO1-D-00024__2_.pdf; 20231003 
* Parks Victoria Briefing - SLIDES.pdf 

6288 29/11/2024  Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting: 
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet. 
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans. 
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published. 
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity. 
- Listed contact details. 
Attached: 
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
- Link to consultation hub 

 



Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet – ORG ID 722 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (a). 
 Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet was identified via State/Territory Department or Agency. 
 Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet is a State or Territory Department or Agency, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan 
Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. The Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) leads whole-of-government policy and performance. The relevant Agency is 
First Peoples - State Relations Group, which was formed to strengthen the Victorian State’s ongoing relationship with its First Peoples. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), sensitive information was indicated, do not publish information identified as sensitive. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s (COPA) consultation with Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet resulted in meaningful outcomes, with measures included to address feedback on the adverse impacts and risks 
related to the relevant persons functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia assessed the feedback and made subsequent inclusions in the Environment Plan: CM05: Cultural Heritage Protection 
Program; CM06: MODU Mooring Plan; CM08: Fauna Management Plan; Updated information provided in EP Section 4.8 and carried through to EP Section 6.3 regarding seabed disturbance. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet’s preferred method of consultation, providing multiple contact details and direction to the consultation hub and 
information on how to engage (Event IDs: 2625, 3362 & 2839) and consulted actively through emails, phone calls (Event ID’s 2839, 3069, 4889, 4893) and a virtual group meeting (Event ID 3362). Victorian 
Department of Premier and Cabinet provided feedback, including assertions and concerns, information and objections and claims, that informed the Environment Plan.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 2625, 3050, 4596). Information from Event IDs 
3362 & 3888 were requested to be treated as sensitive (Event IDs 3359 & 3888) and as such details from the C1 summary have been redacted. An unredacted copy can be found in the Sensitive Information 
Report (SIR). 
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 assertion and concern, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided between 27 July 2023 and 4 September 2023 was:  
 Provided link to outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided link to environmental planning area description and interactive map (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided link to consultation hub with document library containing information sheets (Event ID 2625). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory feedback process (Event ID 2625).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 2625). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person. (Event ID 2625). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 2625). 
 Described Cultural Underwater Heritage Management and related impacts and risks from the activity (Event ID 3362) 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (Event ID 2625) (following its publication by NOPSEMA). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (3181). 
 Information updates on the proposed activity. 
 Outlined approach to consultation with First Nations (Event ID 2839). 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 2 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet received initial engagement about the activity in March 2023, 240 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 9 November 2023. 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided base level of sufficient information listed above to Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet between 27 July 2023 and 4 September 2023. 
 
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
 
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023. 
 
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet to make an informed assessment of the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, 
control measures have been adopted in response to consultation. 
 
During consultation:  
During consultation, Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet raised 5 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with 
our consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1093 3362 Relevant person reported that Eastern Maar and Gunditj Mirring Peoples 
have been overwhelmed and stressed by offshore proponents for the 
past 12-18 months, struggling to engage with and understand the 
cumulative impacts due to limited capacity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledged the feedback and discussed fee-for-service arrangements. 
Also described work planned and already undertaken on Country and in community, including 
joint consultation sessions where appropriate (Event ID: 3362, Document ID: 3833) 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 
1361 2887 Relevant person suggested making contact 

with the Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) for 
the area, which is the Eastern Maar Aboriginal 
Corporation, as they are the primary source of 
advice and knowledge on matters in their area. 

ConocoPhillips Australia (Event ID: 3069 24/08/2023) confirmed that the relevant Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) in 
the area - Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation, should be the primary source of advice and knowledge on matters in 
their area. The information shaped ongoing consultation with First Nations people. This RAP had ongoing contact 
initiated on 27/07/2023 Event ID 2625. 

1370 3362 Relevant person recommended hiring 
someone with extensive experience working 
with TO communities. They also advised 
against certain actions, such as referring to 
publicly available data and avoiding the 
perception of outsiders dictating their culture, 
as these could potentially cause conflict. 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia took information under advisement in regard to their presentation style to First Nation 
representatives. 

 
 



 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Measure(s) adopted 

1088 Claim Relevant person warned about potential 
inaccuracies in the Australasian Underwater 
Cultural Heritage Database (AUCHD). They noted 
that the listed positions often represent a general 
area rather than the exact location of shipwrecks, 
that some shipwrecks have not been found, and 
that the positional data for located shipwrecks 
could be significantly off. They also mentioned that 
shipwrecks could be located anywhere within 
operational areas. 

 
EP Section 4.9 states 'During consultation it was 
identified that, although no wrecks are identified within 
the operational areas (Figure 4 118), it is considered 
possible that unidentified shipwrecks may be present. A 
desktop maritime heritage assessment commissioned by 
ConocoPhillips Australia supported this statement and 
was able to identify one potential shipwreck that has a 
known presence in the vicinity of the study area - The SS 
Seljie (1929) - has several coordinates listed for its 
location, the closest of which is 6 km east of the VICP/79 
operational area (Mitchell, 2023). It is also understood 
through consultation that many of the positions provided 
in the database, including those near the operational 
areas, are not the known position of a shipwreck but are 
actually the centre point of an area that an unfound 
shipwreck may be located based off historic records of 
loss, and the further offshore typically the larger the area 
of loss may be, meaning that there may be many 
shipwrecks, and other artefacts, located within the 
operational area (Org ID: 35, Department of Energy 
Environment and Climate Action, Event ID: 3242, FB ID: 
273, 274; Event ID: 3362, FB ID: 1088). This statement was 
supported by the desktop maritime heritage assessment 
which states that the accuracy of the information 
detailing wreck locations, and the coordinates assigned 
to specific wrecks in heritage databases, varies from case 
to case (see Appendix O). Further, it is important to note 
that an additional unknown number of shipwrecks may 
occur within the operational areas (Mitchell 2023). These 
could be vessels not accounted for in the local historical 
sources, vessels not listed on the insurance registers, or 
small coastal craft. 

CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program 

1089 Claim Relevant person suggested that the further offshore 
the activities are, the more crucial it is to employ a 
maritime archaeologist, as only a fraction of 
underwater objects resemble shipwrecks. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP Table 
3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a Maritime 
Archaeologist to review the information provided in the 
EP (now EP Section 4.9, see EP Appendix O) and updated 
this section in response to their feedback. In addition, 
data collected during the seabed surveys will be provided 
to an appropriately qualified maritime archaeologist and 
underwater cultural heritage specialist to identify cultural 
heritage values and sensitivities and inform protection 
priorities, measures and reporting as per Environmental 
Performance Standard (EPS) 5.2 and the data will be 
taken into consideration in the mooring plan for the 
MODU as per EPS 6.3. 

CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program; CM06: 
MODU Mooring Plan 



Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Measure(s) adopted 

1090 Claim Relevant person noted that the database does not 
yet include most aircraft wrecks, and the 
assumption should be that potential wrecks could 
be located anywhere. 

 
EP Section 4.9.1 states that the closest identified sunken 
aircraft to the operational areas is a Twin Engine located 
near Lady Julia Percy Island, Victoria; however limited 
data is available on the history of the event (DCCEEW 
2023) and it is considered possible that other aircraft may 
be present (Org ID: 35, Department of Energy 
Environment and Climate Action, Event ID: 3362, FB ID: 
1090).  

CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program 

1091 Claim Relevant person emphasized the need to 
understand the relationship between existing and 
submerged landforms to avoid drilling in sensitive 
areas, such as offshore landforms near Portland, 
which could cause significant public outcry. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia has contracted Extent Heritage 
to work with geologists to develop the information 
included in EP Section 4.8 on underwater cultural 
heritage, including information on landforms. 

Updated information provided in 
EP Section 4.8 and carried 
through to EP Section 6.3 
regarding seabed disturbance. 

1092 Claim Relevant person emphasized that Sea Country is 
about the connection of Traditional Owners to 
marine species, not just the submerged landscape 
or intangible values. They stressed the importance 
of considering First Nations perspectives on 
impacts such as noise to totem species. An example 
was given of Eastern Maar recruiting a marine 
specialist to work with proponents on impacts to 
totem species. 

 
Information on totemic species is provided in EP Section 
4.8 and impact assessments consider impacts to First 
Nations values and sensitivities e.g. EP Section 6.6.7.4. No 
changes were made to the EP in response to this claim. 
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed a Fauna 
Management Plan to mitigate impacts to marine fauna 
(CM08). 

CM08: Fauna Management Plan 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had reasonable time to provide feedback 
on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

2890 27/07/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to relevant person to advise the consultation period has been extended. Consultation Hub link provided. 
2887 7/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Received from relevant person suggesting appropriate Registered Aboriginal Party to the allocated region with website link provided. 
2839 10/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called organisation and left message. Individual called back.  

• Confirmed that they’re receiving ‘generic’ emails.  
• Advised that another org should be consulted and recommended targeted consultation.  
• COP employee explained what we’ve done to date and individual said ‘sounds like it’s targeted…I can’t recommend anything else’.  
• COP employee explained blockage with another organisation and stakeholder reiterated targeted consultation.  
• COP employee mentioned registered letter to CEO and telephone calls, SMS and emails.  
• Individual said she can’t suggest anything else – “It’s up to the individual RAPs whether or not they choose to engage at this point in time”.  
• Individual also said “You’re dealing with the right touch points.  
• COP employee probed any other contacts and individual provided name and mobile number for regional heritage contact. 

2841 10/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual related to multiple organisations with summary of telephone conversation. Requested feedback if there are any inaccuracies. 
Thanked for response and advice. Informed they would be kept informed as a relevant person. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
• Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
• Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
• Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
• Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 
• Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 
• Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the draft EP chapters. 

3069 24/08/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: From COP team to organisation to discuss briefing and contacting additional relevant persons. 
• COP team member enquired about Cultural Underwater Heritage Management and asked for a briefing. 
• Organisation advised that they needed to understand the impacts and risks of drilling on the Continental Shelf in the Otway Basin. 
• Organisation agreed to assist with contacting additional relevant persons. 
• Organisation requested COP team to provide three or four options for briefing.  
• COP team member confirmed that they would speak with the COP team and confirm details for briefing.  

3146 28/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual following a telephone call on 24 August 2023. Team member: 
• Suggested two possible dates for a briefing on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, as discussed previously. 
• Informed individual about wanting to include another relevant person to the briefing. 
• Requested confirmation of availability for the proposed dates. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

3084 28/08/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual from COP team.  
 
Key Discussion Points:  
• Referred to previous conversation on 21/08/2023 when COP had sought advice about consulting with organisation.  
• Sought suitable meeting dates to provide briefing on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Specifically mentioned environmental planning for Underwater Cultural Heritage Management. 
• Nominated need to also consider another attendee's availability. 
• Suggested alternative times and dates for a meeting. 

3349 28/08/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: To individual in response to email sent on 28 August 2023. Individual confirmed: 
• They can attend the scheduled meeting but may be slightly late. 
• They can brief another individual separately if they cannot attend the meeting as they have close contact with them. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to them. 
• Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3362 4/09/2023 Meeting - Virtual MEETING: Virtual meeting with relevant organisations on 04/09/2023.  
Summary of Information Provided: 
• High level overview of COP and the Otway Exploration Drilling EP. 
• Current activities and potential impacts as understood. 
Key Discussion Points: 
• Existing consultation and preferred method of consultation.   
• Discussion on environmental and cultural values and technical questions on impact assessment findings. 
• Submerged Aboriginal Heritage Sites and Underwater Heritage Management.  
• ConocoPhillips Australia’s Fee for Service structure. 
• The importance of cultural heritage, collaboration with First Nations groups and participation in culturally appropriate First Nations consultation. 
Key Actions: 
• Ongoing consultation with relevant organisations and commitment to continue to provide project updates. 
• Individual from relevant organisation offered to look over the scope of work for underwater archaeology company COP planned on engaging. 
• COP team confirmed they would send organisations the meeting notes for review and approval and a copy of the PowerPoint slides for their records. 

4596 8/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to multiple relevant persons, following a meeting on 4 September 2023 about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Team member: 
• Provided draft meeting notes for review. 
• Requested confirmation that the notes are an accurate record of the meeting. Individual can amend them as required. 
• Encouraged individual to contact them if queries or more information needed. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Asked if the meeting notes should be considered “sensitive information”.  
Documents attached: 
• Draft meeting note 
• PDF copy of presentation slides 

3359 11/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent to COPA team (Email Carbon Copied ORG ID 35) following up on email sent from COP regarding 04/09/2023 meeting notes. 
• Individual provided a review of meeting notes with edits. 
• Individual requested that the notes are marked as sensitive information. 
• Individual informed COP team member that another individual from a different organisation will provide their review separately. 

6240 13/09/2023 CC Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ANOTHER RELEVANT PERSON WHERE ORG ID 722 IS CC’d (Original Event ID 3360): Original sender was not ORG ID 722. Incoming email 
was sent by another relevant person (ORG ID 35) who noted: 
- Confirmed that edited version of notes of joint meeting provided an accurate reflection of the discussion. 

4296 13/09/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: From COP team to individual in response to correspondence received on 11/09/2023 regarding marking meeting notes as sensitive. COP team 
confirmed that the meeting notes would be marked as sensitive information.  

3888 28/09/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual to COPA team (CARBON COPIED ORG ID 35) in response to draft EP. Individual advised: 
• Prepared a very high-level review of the draft EP. 
- Reason for high-level review is the plan is lacking content related to how COP intends to consider and manage submerged Aboriginal landscapes. 
- Recommend continued engagement with named relevant persons. 
Attached:  
• Response to Environmental Report. 
Requested the feedback be treated as sensitive and not publicly available. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for formal public comment. This pause was 
in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content (made available from 31 August 
2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
This email: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling Environment Plan.  
• Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
• Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
• Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided contact details to do so. 
• Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
• Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what measures had been adopted in the 
EP as a result.  
• Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
• Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4657 9/11/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email sent to relevant organisation by COP in response to objections and claims raised by organisation. Formal response letter from COP 
attached to the email.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
• Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
• Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
• Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
• Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public comment period and how to make an 
effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
• Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters.  
• Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

4889 12/12/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: To relevant person to seek information about first nations consultation day. Left answerphone message.  
4893 13/12/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COP team member called relevant person to seek information about First Nations consultation day. Unanswered on first attempt and 

left voice message on second attempt requesting call back. 
5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 

 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
• Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect 
this.  
• Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email direct. 
• Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for 
assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Dilling Program in light of the 
feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and provide updates as they become 
available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association – ORG ID 725 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association was identified via Desktop Research. 
 NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association is a Commercial Fishing Representative Body, Co-operative or Fish Processor, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association was initiated in September 2024. Information was provided about the proposed exploration drilling project, noting the 
extremely unlikely impact on NSW fisheries if an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs. NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association did not seek to engage as a relevant person within the timeframe 
requested. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on whether NSW Commercial Fishing Industry Association wanted to be consulted as a relevant person (Event ID 5543). ConocoPhillips Australia has not received a 
response to the outgoing correspondence. 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertions and concerns, as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published (Event ID 5543).  
 

Sufficient Information (Methodology in EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to NSW Commercial Fishing Industry to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities, as described above. The information provided was made available in Event ID 5543.That information included the following. 
 A letter from ConocoPhillips Australia that outlined the project, provided a map and invited people to get in contact if they felt they wished to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 A link to the Consultation Hub and a full suite of documents including the Draft EP chapters, preliminary assessments; surveys, project timelines and other information. 
 An Information Sheet which provided a summary of the ongoing assessment of potential impacts and risks to South Australia and New South Wales state commercial fishing industry during an unplanned 

event. 
 National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) – Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans – Information for the community compiled by our 

regulator. 
 
Information Received  
During consultation with NSW Commercial Fishing Association, 0 information(s) was received regarding RP’s functions, interests and activities as shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology in EP Section 3.6) 
NSW Commercial Fishing Association was contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia about the activity on 6th September 2024, following first submission.  
After ConocoPhillips Australia had provided the information listed above, NSW Commercial Fishing Association did not request to be consulted as a relevant person.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, NSW Commercial Fishing Association raised 0 objections and claims about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
 



 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5543 6/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL:  To organisation. 
 
Key Information: 
* Writing as a representative of the NSW commercial wild harvest fishing industry, in relation to the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
in the Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters, and the related Environment Plan. 
 
* As a representative body of commercial fishers in NSW, the organisation may be relevant as there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on NSW fisheries if 
an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of well control. 
 
Key Actions: 
*  Review the attached information. 
*  If the organisation would like to be consulted as a relevant person per the regulation for this Environment Plan. Conoco Phillips Australia would appreciate 
return correspondence by Sunday 6 October 2024. 
 
Information attached: 
 * Cover letter: ‘NSW Commercial Fisher Cover Letter.pdf’ 
*  Information Sheet: ‘2024 Information Sheet 20 - SA & NSW State Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000- 
EX-R01-D-00028.pdf’ 
*  Information for the community compiled by our regulator: ‘National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) – 
Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans’ 

 



– ORG ID 1148 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Community Meeting/Public Outreach. 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  O'Keeffe is a Other Marine User and Community Group, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5 with activities in the 
EMBA directly affected by the presence of the activity. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia provided Debra O’Keeffe with a reasonable opportunity to participate in consultation, over a reasonable period of time.  O'Keeffe initially attended a Community Information 
Session in April 2023 (Event ID 1087). One objection(s) and claim(s) was raised during a telephone call with  O'Keeffe (Event ID 1319; Feedback ID 1015). No further feedback(s) were received. 

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on ’s preferred method of consultation. initially attended a Community Information Session in April 2023 (Event ID 1087). ConocoPhillips 
Australia provided regular project updates via campaign email correspondence (Event IDs: 1157, 1205, 1637, 2625, 3050, 3181, 3859, 4392, 4846, 4879, 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485, 6288), via email (Event IDs: 4259, 1223, 
1316, 1318) and telephone call (Event IDs: 1222, 1317, 1319). One objection(s) and claim(s) was raised during a telephone call with (Event ID 1319; Feedback ID 1015). 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below. 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not be published (Event ID 3050). 
 
Further consultation (following submission of the EP on 9 November 2023) 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with  including after the closure of the public comment period. Specifically, continued to provide regular project updates via campaign email 
correspondence (Event IDs: 5155, 5175, 5247, 5485).  
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described 
above. The base level of information provided between 17 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, survey locations, timing and methods (Event ID 1087). 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map (Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations) (Event ID 1157). 
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process (Event ID 1157).  
 Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be lodged (Event ID 1637). 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided information on upcoming community sessions and webinars (Event ID’s 1637). 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities (Event ID 1637). 
 Provided direction to Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) report availability on consultation hub (Event ID 1637). 
 Information on the proposed activity, the consultation process, indicative timeframes, drilling exclusion zones and related timing, and the environmental assessment process. 

 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided link to the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure (following its publication by NOPSEMA) (Event ID 1637). 
 Draft Environment Plan for review and comment (Event ID 3181).  
 Information updates related to the public comment period. 
 
 
Information Received  



ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 

Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
received initial engagement about the activity in April 2023, 207 days before initial submission of the Environment Plan for public comment on 09 November 2023. ConocoPhillips Australia 

provided base level of sufficient information listed above to between 17 April 2023 and 08 June 2023 (over a period of 53 days).  
  
As a general benchmark, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 30 days to be a reasonable period for relevant persons to either raise initial issues or signal their intention to consult and potentially request 
additional time or information to do so (see Section 3.6). Noting that consultation is an iterative process, ConocoPhillips Australia recognised that further reasonable time must sometimes be given to both parties 
to review and respond to each other’s feedback and/or requests in the process of meaningful back-and-forth engagement.   
  
Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed activity until 03 September 2023 (Event ID 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback 
from relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September 2023 (Event ID 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips 
Australia to prepare the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 09 November 2023.  
  
By the time of submission, ConocoPhillips Australia considered that the process of consultation had allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation had been assessed effectively to inform the Environment Plan and, where appropriate, control measures have been 
adopted in response to consultation.  
  
During consultation 
During consultation, raised 1 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in Section 
3.8.1). The outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A N/A N/A  
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback 
ID 

Related 
Event ID  

Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or 
claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, Objection or 
Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

1015 1319 Claim Relevant person questioned the 
effectiveness of the environmental 
assessment due to the lack of baseline or 
minimum requirements set by the regulator. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 

ConocoPhillips Australia responded in same phone call (Event ID 
1319) that it was the role of the titleholder to identify environmental 
risks and impacts associated with the proposed activity, mitigate risks 
and impacts to ALARP and acceptable levels. Shared that this 
assessment is also informed by relevant person consultation and 
feedback. Shared that NOPSEMA, via EP assessment determined 
whether titleholder assessment was adequate. Information on the 
Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment Methodology is already 
provided in EP Chapter 5. No changes required. 

N/A 



 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

1087 17/04/2023 Community Session Community Information session - Joint with Regia - Warrnambool Surf Lifesaving club: 
• Welcome and introductions 
• Why we’re here 
• About ConocoPhillips 
• Proposed exploration drilling program and activities 
• Offshore drilling – explained 
• Environmental impacts and risks explained 
―Our methodology 
―Preliminary assessment 
• Panel session – questions, answers and feedback. (Slides Document ID9114) 
 
Feedback was collated thematically (Document ID 3923) and made available on the project website, presented back to community 
in the June Community Sessions (C3: Supplementary Evidence), and in the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID: 2844) 

1157 11/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Project Update sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information provided. 
 
The information sheet: 
• Outlined the next phase of the EP development and consultation.  
• Provided dates for project activities. 
• Outlined environmental considerations. 
• Included maps and a Q and A section. 
.      Explained the online collaborative mapping tool and provided a link to the consultation hub where people could find it to 
both share feedback about locations and to look for up-to-date information  
.    Gave information and registration details on forthcoming webinar scheduled for May 23. 
 
Attached the following Information Sheet: 
• COP Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update MAY23. 
 
Provided contact information if people should wish to contact the project team. 

1205 17/05/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Sent to distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
.    Gave dates and an invitation to Victorian Community Information Sessions which were scheduled to occur on May 29, 30 and 
31. 
• Outlined the proposed content of the information sessions, including content on potential environmental impacts and risks 
associated with the proposed activity.  
• Informed people how to provide feedback through an online collaborative mapping process and noted that further information 
was available through the consultation hub which would be updated on an ongoing basis. 
• Explained that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic and/or cultural.  



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

• Pointed to a consultation survey if wishing to be consulted as a Relevant Person. 
 
Attached the following information which was also uploaded to the consultation hub.  
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Community Information Sessions 
 
Outlined how to register for the webinar series if unable to attend the community sessions. 
 
Provided project team contacts to refer other people or seek further information.  

4259 18/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual reaching out to ask clarifications about why they hadn't been contacted after registering for 
consultation. 

1222 18/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 18/05/23 but no answer and left a message.  
1223 18/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual in response to email received that same day. Team also left a voicemail message. Provided 

information including: 
• Apologies for not making contact as the individual was expecting. 
•      Clarifications about why the individual hadn't been contacted. 
• Offer to arrange an ad-hoc online meeting or a face-to-face meeting to discuss the ConocoPhillips Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 

1316 20/05/2023 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual in response to email of 18 May 2023. 
.  Individual was confused by the option given to proceed with the face-to-face consultation session. 
.  Individual wanted to join a formal meeting in person. 

1317 23/05/2023 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: to individual on 23/05/23 but no answer.  
Team member left message and committed with follow-up email.  

1318 23/05/2023 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Email follow-up to telephone conversation. .  
 Clarification regarding Otway Exploration Drilling Program and further information regarding registering process for relevant 
persons 

1319 23/05/2023 Telephone call INCOMING CALL: from individual on 23/05/23 regarding consultation for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  
• Individual raised their objections to oil and gas exploration and development.  
• Shared that they may be confusing Regia MSS with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
• Noted they would send link to the consultation survey.  
COP team member held the conversation around functions, interests, and activities and asked the individual to share theirs and 
how the potential project may affect these, but no response received. 
Questioned how environmental assessment appropriate or reduced impact was when there was no base-line/ minimum 
requirement outlined by the regulator. Advised that it was the role of the titleholder to identify environmental risks and impacts 
associated with the proposed activity, mitigate risks and impacts to ALARP and acceptable levels. Shared that this assessment is 
also informed by relevant person consultation and feedback. Shared that NOPSEMA, via EP assessment determined whether 
titleholder assessment was adequate.  
Individual ended call abruptly. 

1637 8/06/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list.  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information was included in Project Update - June 2023, which:  
• Outlined the project, survey locations and activities, describing the intention to conduct exploration activities in offshore permits 
VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.     Noted that the proposed activities were a continuation of COPA's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

 .      Indicated that the exploration program would entail seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. 
.       Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process. 
.    Informed people how they could participate in the regulatory approval processes. 
.    Provided a link to NOPSEMA information on how to decide if they were a Relevant Person and outlined how to seek 
consultation as a Relevant Person.  
.     Provided information on upcoming Relevant Person Information sessions (June 19 and 20).  
• Indicated that COP was seeking feedback on the initial evaluations and provided information on how that feedback could be 
lodged, 
• Provided information relevant to commercial fishers and directed them to the document library on the consultation hub for 
further information. 
.       Outlined initial findings on potential impacts to marine mammals and other species. 
 
Referred recipients to the document library for more information.  
Provided details on how to register as an RP or for information sessions. 
 
Provided contact details for project team staff. 

2625 27/07/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
The attached information sheet: 
• Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had extended the period of consultation until 3/9/23. 
• Indicated that the extension was based on feedback from the consultation process with relevant persons, to ensure all RPs had 
reasonable time to provide feedback on potential impacts and risks of the activity to their functions, interests and activities. 
• Affirmed that environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio economic and/or cultural. 
• Encouraged people to access the online mapping tool through the consultation hub to provide feedback on locations and 
environmental values and sensitives. 
• Informed recipients that further information was available on the consultation hub. 
 
 Attached the following information sheet: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Consultation Extended 
 
Provided contact details for interested people and those wanting more information. 

3050 24/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
Through the attached information sheet - Project Update - August 2023, Conoco Phillips: 
• Updated recipients on the background and current status of the project. 
.    Noted that ConocoPhillips Australia was releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation. 
.   Confirmed the extension of consultation on the  
proposed activity until 30 September 2023. 
.    Indicated that after that date, consultation would be paused to support collation of a submission to NOPSEMA for  
public comment and assessment.  
·.   ConocoPhillips Australia further asked Relevant Persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential 
impacts of the activity.  
• Outlined changes to operational areas and activities and the reasons for doing so. 
.   Provided a link to a map detailing the proposed changes to the operational areas. 
• Referred recipients to further information; how and when to provide feedback. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

.    Provided links to feedback forms on the consultation hub. 

.   Informed people that information would be provided to NOPSEMA and published unless otherwise requested.  
 
Attached information sheet - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program - Project Update - August 2023. 
 
Provided contact details for people wanting further information, to speak with a team member or to access pdf versions of the 
draft EP chapters. 

3181 31/08/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The information sheet provided - Draft EP chapters available for consultation: 
 
.   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillips had provided copies of the Draft EP Chapters for Consultation and provided a link to 
them. 
.     Confirmed that the release of the draft aimed to give people sufficient information to make an informed assessment. 
• Explained the project background and invited people to provide feedback. 
• Noted that COPA was asking relevant persons (RPs) to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  
• Indicated that COPA was seeking information on how RPs may be affected; and feedback about the company’s plans to manage 
the activity and associated impacts.  
• Provided three options to lodge comments. 
• Requested feedback by 30/9/23 prior to a consultation pause to allow collation of material for submission to NOPSEMA for 
public comment and assessment. 
 
Attached the following information sheets: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program – Draft EP chapters available for consultation. 
 
Provided options on how further information could be obtained and offered contact details. 

3859 3/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The Notification of Consultation Pause stated that: 
• ConocoPhillips Australia was briefly pausing consultation to compile the Environment Plan for submission to NOPSEMA for 
formal public comment. This pause was in line with the consultation approach. 
• COPA would respond to all those who provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment Plan content 
(made available from 31 August 2023)  
• Indicated that draft chapters remained available on the consultation hub.  
• Noted that, during this time, responses may be delayed. 
 
The following information was attached: 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Project Notification of Consultation Pause. 
 
Encouraged people to visit the consultation hub for more information. 

4392 27/10/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

 
This email: 
 .   Notified recipients that Conoco Phillps had completed the Pre-submission Consultation on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Environment Plan.  
.       Confirmed that COPA would shortly submit the EP to NOPSEMA for it to be checked before publication for public comment.  
.        Assured people that COPA would continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project. 
.       Reminded relevant persons that they can request information be treated as sensitive and not be published and provided 
contact details to do so. 
.       Encouraged people with feedback to contact the company.  
• Thanked everyone who had participated. 
• Provided information about the NOPSEMA brochure on consultation and provided link to brochure on consultation hub. 
.     Provided a link to Table summarising themes of what we've heard during consultation to date; how we've assessed it; and what 
measures had been adopted in the EP as a result.  
.   Explained that while this Table was thematic, all feedback would be provided to NOPSEMA.  
.   Encouraged people to register for the next webinar scheduled for 15 November.  

4846 17/11/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL - NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• Notice of Public Comment Period [for] ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 
 
The information sheet: 
.     Advised relevant persons that the EP is now available for public comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website 
-    Invited people to read the EP and associated documents and submit comment via NOPSEMA website. 
.    Provided a link to the NOPSEMA portal through which to lodge their comments between 16 November and 18 December.  
• Explained the opportunity provided by the public comment period was to raise issues about environmental management matters 
that have not yet been considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. 
.   Provided link to NOPSEMA brochure 'Have your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities' about the public 
comment period and how to make an effective comment and provided link to NOPSEMA website. 

4879 1/12/2023 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: Notification to distribution list to inform stakeholders that the Environment Plan Summary is now 
available. 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
The attached information sheet: 
.    Re-stated ConocoPhillips Australia's plan to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated with offshore 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  
.    Explained that the proposed activities are a continuation of COP's exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims 
to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs and outlined the proposed activities.  
• Informed recipients that the Environment Plan Summary is now available to support the public comment period and how they 
could access it. 
• Explained how to access the EP on the NOPSEMA website and provided a link. 
• Advised the closing date for public comment (18 December 2023). 
• Referred people to the NOPSEMA brochure on how to make an effective comment and provided link to brochure on NOPSEMA 
website. 
• Encouraged people to visit COP's consultation hub for more information and provided link to resource library.  
 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

The following information sheet was attached. 
• Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary. 
 
Provided links and contact details. 

5155 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list. 
 
Invitation to webinar on March 21, 2024 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 
 
The following information sheet was attached: 
• NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
 
Contact and registration details were provided. 

5175 14/03/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: DATE CORRECTION for Webinar invitation to distribution lists. 
 
Apologised for wrong date having been publicised.  
 
• Re-sent an invitation to join a webinar and provided the amended date and time (21 March, 2024) 
 
Summary of Information Provided. 
 
.     Noted that the webinar would provide details on the feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
.    Explained that to ensure an invitation to the webinar was received, recipients should register via the consultation hub or email 
direct. 
.   Confirmed that if unable to attend the webinar, a recording would be made available via the online consultation hub. 

5247 8/04/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL:  To distribution list. 
• Consultation hub has been updated with new information sheet—What we heard during the public comment period. 
• The information sheet details the key information about the main themes from the public’s feedback and how feedback was used 
to improve the Environment Plan. 
• The webinar hosted on 21 March 2024 is available on the consultation hub. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public comments received, updated the Environment Plan and 
resubmitted it to NOPSEMA for assessment. 
• NOPSEMA has published resubmitted Environment Plan on its website and commenced assessment. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates 
of any changes or new information as it becomes available. 
 
The following information sheet was attached. 
• What we heard through the public comment period. 
 
Provided links to consultation hub, information sheets and webinar recording together with project contact details. 



Event ID  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5485 4/07/2024 Campaign Email OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: to distribution list.  
• Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet – Project Update June 2024 and revised operational and title 
areas map. 
• ConocoPhillips Australia has reduced the operational area and introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway 
Exploration Dilling Program in light of the feedback received and the maturation of subsurface data.  
• Provided link to the information sheet and consultation hub. 
• The EP is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant persons and 
provide updates as they become available. 
• Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we continue to refine our assessments. 
• Provided contact information. 

6288 22/11/2024  Campaign Email  OUTGOING CAMPAIGN EMAIL: To distribution list noting:  
- Consultation hub has been updated with a new information sheet.  
- EP has been developed to be consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans.  
- Since initial submission of the EP the new SRW recovery plan has been finalised and published.  
- New information sheet details key information about the measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts 
caused by our activity.  
- Listed contact details.  
Attached:  
- Link to new information sheet: Information Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales  
- Link to consultation hub  

 



South Australian Professional Fishers Association – ORG ID 1149 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Professional Fishers Association were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Professional Fishers Association were identified via referral from Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA fisheries manager (Feedback ID: 1540) 
 South Australian Professional Fishers Association is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The South Australian Professional Fishers Association represents the 180 licence holders of the South Australian Southern Zone Rock Lobster Fishery. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia was referred to the South Australian Professional Fishers Association during the identification of licence holders within the South Australian Southern Zone Rock Lobster Fishery, a Tier Two 
commercial fishery (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with the South Australian Professional Fishers Association was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology.  

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00005) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement. South Australian Professional Fishers Association engaged, requesting to be registered as a relevant person and receive further information. This 
was provided and the relevant person was invited to provide feedback, and to meet to discuss the project further.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Professional Fishers Association to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 Background on the EP development for Tier One and Tier Two fisheries  
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



South Australian Professional Fishers Association was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the sufficient information listed above, about the activity by email sent 19 September 2024, 33 days before 
resubmission. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, South Australian Professional Fishers Association raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

    
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID  Related Event 
ID  

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim  

Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim  

Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

6191 19/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
Key Information 
* ConocoPhillips Australia was advised to contact the organisation to inform it about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in the Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters, and the related 
Environment Plan.  
* Information was provided about the planned operations and unlikely impacts of the project for South Australian fishers. 
* Previous communications with SA Department of Primary Industry, fishery managers and license holders. 
* Previous communications to fisheries identified within the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) had received a cover letter 
with a map specific to their fishery. 
 
Key Actions 



Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

* The organisation was invited to review the attached information and let ConocoPhillips Australia know if they would like to be 
consulted as a relevant person per the regulation for this Environment Plan.  
 
Attachments 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries ABU2-000-EX-R01- 
D-00029.pdf;  
* MarineScalefish Commercial Fisher Cover Letter_ABU2-ABU2-COFIL-00005.pdf;  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf" 

6196 25/09/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual representing South Australian fishing industry association. 
Key Information 
The organisation: 
* Represents 180 license holders in SA 
* Requests to register as a relevant organisation for the Environment Plan and any further processes. 
* Has 100% membership of the relevant license holders, and should be seen as a proxy for all license holders as being 'relevant 
persons'. 
*  Looks forward to receiving future information. 

6207 27/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual with thanks for confirming engagement of the organisation with the project and clarifying the 
organisation's membership profile. 
  
ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) provided the following key information. 
* Background on the project and outcomes of consultation with the commercial fishing industry so far. 
* Confirmation that initial assessments had indicated aspects of the planned exploration drilling activities may have impacts on 
commercial fishers within the operational areas. This included Commonwealth fisheries, and Victorian and Tasmanian state fisheries. 
* Explained COPA worked with these commercial fishers’ groups to identify potential impacts and ensure suitable mitigations were 
in place. 
 * Reported that NOPSEMA had suggested COPA extend notification area to include South Australian and NSW fisheries which may 
be indirectly impacted in the case of an unlikely unplanned event rather than from factors such as displacement by operations. 
* Outlined the potential Impact should an incident such as unplanned release of hydrocarbons occur, such as a loss of well control.  
 * Advised on plans for prevention; preparedness; response and monitoring  
  
COPA also invited the organisation to contact the company if there were objections, claims or a request for more information. 

 



Marine Fishers Association SA – ORG ID 1150 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Marine Fishers Association SA were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Marine Fishers Association SA were identified via referral from Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA fisheries manager (Feedback ID: 1540) 
 Marine Fishers Association SA is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Marine Fishers Association SA represents the interests of the majority of South Australia’s 197 commercial Marine Scalefish Fishery licence holders. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia was referred to the Marine Fishers Association SA during the identification of licence holders within the South Australian Marine Scalefish Fishery, a Tier Two commercial fishery (see 
Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with the Marine Fishers Association SA was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology.  

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00005) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to Marine Fishers Association SA to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, 
as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 

 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Marine Fishers Association SA was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by email sent 19 September 2024, 33 days before 
resubmission. 
 



During consultation 
During consultation, Marine Fishers Association SA raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

    
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID  Related Event 
ID  

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim  

Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim  

Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

6193 19/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Initial correspondence with notice of preparation of an EP to undertake an exploration drilling program in the 
offshore Otway Basin. 
Key Information 
* ConocoPhillips Australia was advised to contact the organisation to inform it about the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program in the Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters, and the related 
Environment Plan.  
* Information was provided about the planned operations and unlikely impacts of the project for South Australian fishers. 
* Previous communications with SA Department of Primary Industry, fishery managers and license holders. 
* Previous communications to fisheries identified within the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA) had received a cover letter 
with a map specific to their fishery. 
 
Key Actions 
* The organisation was invited to review the attached information and let ConocoPhillips Australia know if they would like to be 
consulted as a relevant person per the regulation for this Environment Plan.  
 
Attachments 



Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries ABU2-000-EX-R01- 
D-00029.pdf;  
* MarineScalefish Commercial Fisher Cover Letter_ABU2-ABU2-COFIL-00005.pdf;  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf" 

 



ORG ID 1153 - Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA website. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected 

by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons 
could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the South Australian managed Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery as a Tier Two commercial fishery (see Appendix 
C4). Therefore, consultation with the Fisheries Manager was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00006) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab 
Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information 
listed above, about the activity by email sent 10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A  N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5552 10/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
Information provided. 
* Writing in respect of individual's role in fishery regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters. 
* Noted that COPA believed individual may be relevant, although there is no overlap between operations and SA state waters, as 
there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on SA fisheries if an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of 
well control. 
Also informed that COPA has written to license holders within the fishery with this information and an invitation to consult with us. 
Attachments 
* Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery Commercial Fisher Cover Letter 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 



 



ORG ID 1154 - Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA website. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be 

carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Abalone Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the South Australian managed Abalone Fishery as a Tier Two commercial fishery (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology.  

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00008) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by email sent 10 
September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Abalone Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A  N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID  Related Event 
ID  

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim  

Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim  

Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5547 10/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
Information provided. 
* Writing in respect of individual's role in fishery regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters. 
* Noted that COPA believed individual may be relevant, although there is no overlap between operations and SA state waters, as 
there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on SA fisheries if an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of 
well control. 
Also informed that COPA has written to license holders within the fishery with this information and an invitation to consult with us. 
Attachments 
* Abalone Commercial Fisher Cover Letter 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 



ORG ID 1155 - Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA website. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be 

carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Abalone Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the South Australian managed Abalone Fishery as a Tier Two commercial fishery (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with the Fisheries Manager was undertaken as per 
the Tier Two methodology. No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment 
made in the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00004) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by email sent 
10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Charter Boat Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A  N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5549 10/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
Information provided. 
* Writing in respect of individual's role in fishery regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters. 
* Noted that COPA believed individual may be relevant, although there is no overlap between operations and SA state waters, as 
there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on SA fisheries if an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of 
well control. 
Also informed that COPA has written to license holders within the fishery with this information and an invitation to consult with us. 
Attachments 
* Charter Boat Commercial Fisher Cover Letter 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 



ORG ID 1156 - Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA website. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities 

to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Marine Scalefish Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold 
Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the South Australian managed Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery as a Tier Two commercial fishery (see Appendix C4). Therefore, 
consultation with the Fisheries Manager was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology.  
Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery engaged, suggesting information be provided to peak industry associations and providing those contact 
details. They also agreed to continue to receive project updates. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00005) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery to allow 
an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided (Event ID 5551) was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing  
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map 
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 1 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by email 
sent 10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Marine Scalefish Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1540 6186 Suggested providing 
information to peak industry 
associations and provided the 
contact details for the 
associations. 

Contacted the suggested peak associations. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5551 10/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
Information provided. 
* Writing in respect of individual's role in fishery regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters. 
* Noted that COPA believed individual may be relevant, although there is no overlap between operations and SA state waters, as 
there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on SA fisheries if an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of 
well control. 



Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Also informed that COPA has written to license holders within the fishery with this information and an invitation to consult with us. 
Attachments 
* Marine Scalefish Commercial Fisher Cover Letter 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

6186 19/09/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual  
* Thanked for contact 
* Suggested extending to other organizations 
Key information 
* Provided further contacts 

6190 19/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
Key Discussion Points 
* Thanked individual for suggested contacts that had been provided 
* Confirmed that ConocoPhillips Australia would communicate with them 
* Queried whether individual would like to continue to receive project updates. 

6194 20/09/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: From individual indicating they would like to go on receiving updates.  
 



ORG ID 1157 - Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA website. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be 

carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Sardine Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment that 
May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the South Australian managed Abalone Fishery as a Tier Two commercial fishery (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with the Fisheries Manager was undertaken as per 
the Tier Two methodology. No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment 
made in the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00009) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by email sent 10 
September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Sardine Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. 
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A  N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5547 10/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual 
Information provided. 
* Writing in respect of individual's role in fishery regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration drilling program in the 
Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in Commonwealth waters. 
* Noted that COPA believed individual may be relevant, although there is no overlap between operations and SA state waters, as 
there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on SA fisheries if an unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of 
well control. 
Also informed that COPA has written to license holders within the fishery with this information and an invitation to consult with us. 
Attachments 
* Sardine Commercial Fisher Cover Letter 
* 2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries  
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 



ORG ID 1158 - Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA website. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to 

be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based 
on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the South Australian managed Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery as a Tier Two commercial fishery (see Appendix C4). Therefore, 
consultation with the Fisheries Manager was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00005) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery to allow an 
informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 Notified RP that the information had been provided to the fisheries licence holders 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 



Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the 
activity by email sent 10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries and Regions (SA) - Rock Lobster Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

N/A N/A  N/A 
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

5547 10/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual representing SA fisheries. 
 
Discussion points  
*  ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P in 
Commonwealth waters. 
*  Possibility of being classified as a Relevant Person 
* No overlap between operations and SA state waters, as there is an extremely unlikely potential impact on SA fisheries if an 
unplanned release of hydrocarbons occurs, such as a loss of well control.  
* Conoco Phillips Australia has written to license holders within the fishery with this information and an invitation to consult with 
us. 
 
Attachments 



Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

* Cover letters, for each fishery, that explains in further detail, along with supporting information sheets. 
*  2024 Information Sheet 20 – SA & NSW State Fisheries   
* Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 



Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries – ORG ID 1159 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries were identified via desktop research. 
 Fisheries Manager for Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be 

carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries regulates the commercial fishing industries in NSW, holding the contact details of NSW state 
commercial fishing license holders.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified the Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries as a management department for NSW state Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4) and 
engaged with to identify relevant NSW Tier Two commercial fishing licence holders. Following the invitation to consultation (Event ID: 5544), no NSW State Licence holders engaged.  

Consultation process 
ConocoPhillips Australia requested engagement with Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries and requested from them the contact details of their licence holders within the 
identified relevant Tier Two NSW state fisheries (EP Section 4.7). Whilst they advised that they do not provide fishers contact details directory, they were willing to send information we provide to NSW 
commercial state fishing license holders. 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00003) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00028), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
The following information was provided to Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries and forwarded to the NSW state commercial fisher licence holders to allow an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fisheries 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided maps showing the overlap between each relevant fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person or the NSW state commercial fishing licence holders. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries was first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia on the 29 August 2024, 53 days before resubmission, with the sufficient information listed 
above sent by email on 6 September 2024, 45 days before resubmission.  
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries and their NSW state commercial fishing licence holders raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible 
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

N/A N/A N/A 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

    
 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID  Related Event 
ID  

Feedback Type  Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim  

Assessment of Merit  ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim  

Inclusion in Environment Plan  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

6215 29/08/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: Left voicemail message stating calling regarding commercial fishers details for consultation and requesting a call 
back.  

6211 30/08/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
Key discussion points 
* ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) left previous phone message. 
* Currently attempting to contact NSW state commercial fishers for consultation related to proposed offshore drilling activity in the 
Otway Basin, for the following fisheries: 
. Abalone Fishery 
. Lobster Fishery 
. Ocean Hauling Fishery 
. Ocean Trap & Line Fishery 



Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

. Southern Fish Trawl 

. Ocean Trawl 

. Sea Urchin and Turban Shell Restricted Fishery 

. S37 Permit 
 
* Requested advice 

6216 03/09/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING CALL: Explained calling regarding commercial fishers details for consultation in the Otway. Advised to forward 
previously sent email to their department and they can forward it on. Advised already sent (Event ID: 6211) 

6212 04/09/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Noting RP's willingness as a representative organisation to assist with delivering information to NSW 
commercial fishers and license holders. 
- RP confirmed willingness to send an email to commercial fishers and license holders on their database on behalf of the sender. 
- Request to send the information to be distributed to RP. 
- Indicated potential for the information to be sent on Friday. 
The sender requested the recipient to draft the email with attachments for internal approval and offered assistance if required. 

5544 06/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To individual. 
Key Points. 
*  Thanked for offer to assist in contacting NSW License holders. 
* Requested assistance in forwarding the attachments listed below. 
* Sought assistance in contacting an association. 
Attachments 
*  Cover letter: ‘NSW Commercial Fisher Cover Letter.pdf’ 
*  Information Sheet: ‘2024 Information Sheet 20 - SA & NSW State Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000- 
EX-R01-D-00028.pdf’ 
*  Information for the community compiled by our regulator: ‘National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA) – Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

 



 – ORG ID 1160  
 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method  
  Zarrella was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d).  
 was identified via Agency/Industry/Association database  
  Zarrella is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan.  
  
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Zarrella is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5.  

 is a NSW State commercial fisherman, and as such  ZARRELLA has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well 
control.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted.  

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) engaged with  ZARRELLA following self-identification, meeting with the relevant person on Country to learn more about their functions, interests and activities.  
 is also the Research Specialist for relevant organisation ORG ID 1162, whose functions, interests and activities relate to providing culturally appropriate consultancy services across cultural land 

management, environmental and ecosystems management solutions. Record of engagement for these functions, interests and activities are contained in the consultation summary for Org ID 1162. 
Consultation process  
ConocoPhillips was first contacted by ORG ID 1160 in relation to consultation with both themselves, ORD ID 1161 and ORG ID 1162 (Event ID 6222). Further, ConocoPhillips asked if  would 
like to be CC’d into all correspondence for ID 1161 and ID1162, which they affirmed (Event ID 6233). Please note that due to their multiple and related FIA’s, consultation events with , Org 
1160 and Org 1162 are the same. However, the feedbacks from the consultation events are assigned to the appropriate relevant person/s who the feedback relates to. ConocoPhillips Australia sought 
direction on  preferred method of consultation (Event ID 6222), with communications via phone, email and on-Country meeting.  self-identified following the receipt 
of NSW commercial fishers’ information. Following self-identification ConocoPhillips Australia engaged in further information sharing, including an on-Country meeting to answer questions and reaffirm the 
potential impacts on their FIA’s.  provided information, such as the targeted species and general fishing location.   
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 7 assertions and concerns.  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 6234).  
 
Ongoing consultation 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with  including updating on availability of new information sheets. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to  to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their commercial state fishing functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided in cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00003) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00028) via DPI Fisheries on 6 September 
2024 (Event ID: 5544) was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing  
 Provided key information relevant to NSW fisheries  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map   
 Provided maps showing the overlap between each relevant fishery and the EMBA  
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback   
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities and the control measures in place   
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided a copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure  
 Draft Environment Plan and all Information Sheets, available from the consultation hub    
 Q&A with frequently asked questions  



 Direction to consultation hub   
 
Information Received 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 4 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 self-identified on 17 October 2024 via a phone call to ConocoPhillips Australia.   
After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  had the information for more than 60 days (in line with methodology specified in Section 3.6).  
  
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the consultation process allowed  to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities 
and all feedback and information gathered through consultation has been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.   
  
As this relevant person is located at the furthest extent of the EMBA, the only potential impact on the relevant persons functions, interests and activities is in the extremely unlikely event of an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release, which updated information shows would not result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area.  
  
Despite the extremely low extent and severity of potential impacts and risks on the relevant persons functions, interests or activities, therefore less time and effort required by the relevant person to consider the 
information provided and provide feedback, a reasonable period as defined in Section 3.6.1 of the Environment Plan has been allowed.   
 
During consultation 
During consultation,  raised 1 claim about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. We note that the nature of consultation with  is linked to two other relevant persons 
(ORG IDs: 1162 and 1160) who attended and represented both their own functions, interests and activities and those of  during the consultation process. 
 
Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1558 The commercial fisher stakeholders stated they could 
share more fishing knowledge in a subsequent meeting 

Noted. COPA reiterates that the operational area does not overlap with South Australia or New South Wales state commercial fisheries, 
and as such the potential impact is in the extremely unlikely event of an accidental release of hydrocarbons. 

1562 LCAC and its representatives expressed concern that 
exploration and drilling activity potentially be held 
further north 

COPA advised that they do not hold any petroleum titles off the coast of NSW. The closest petroleum titles, held by other companies, 
that we are aware of are in the Gippsland Basin and off the coast of Newcastle. 
COPAs activities are limited to seabed surveys and drilling up to 6 exploration wells in the two petroleum title areas in the Otway Basin. 

1734 Expressed concern that they received the information 
sheet, but the founder of LCAC did not. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach with First Nations People guided by the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through 
their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative institutions”). On 4 June 2023, we wrote to 
the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) advising that Jerrinja LALC had been identified as a relevant organisation for 
the proposed Otway Offshore Exploration Drilling Program. In this correspondence we stated our commitment to consulting with local 
Indigenous communities to understand how the proposed offshore activity may affect their functions, interests or activities. We also 
sought information on their expectations and preferences for consultation.  
This correspondence provided information about the proposed activity and the consultation process. Subsequent information and 
updates have also been provided to inform all First Nations People whom Jerrinja LALC represent about the progress of the 
Environment Plan for this activity, including information on potential impacts and how we intend to manage the activity to ensure 
impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
COPA undertook a tiered approach to identify relevant South Australia and New South Wales state commercial fishers within the low 
threshold EMBA, as detailed in EP Appendix C4. As individual NSW state commercial fishers contact details are unable to be obtained, 
the senior fisheries manager at Department of Primary Industry agreed to forward a cover letter inviting engagement, information 



sheet and the NOPSEMA consultation brochure. COPA would like to clarify that the October date stated, which was within the cover 
letter, was a request that the stakeholder make contact by this date if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, not as a 
consultation closing date. Consultation with relevant persons, and ongoing consultation following acceptance of the Environment Plan 
by NOPSEMA, will continue throughout the lifecycle the activity.  

1735 The organisation members called because they 
believed that filling out a consultation hub form for 
updates was insufficient and wouldn't enable them to 
provide feedback on their concerns. 

Acknowledged and undertook further engagement (Event ID: 6234) 

1736 After reviewing the information sheet for NSW 
commercial fishers, they believe LCAC are also a 
relevant party within the EMBA 

Acknowledged and sought further information on functions, interests or activities (Event ID: 6234) 

1738 Requested on-Country meeting Held in-person, on Country meeting (Event ID: 6298) 
1749 RP confirmed they should be cc'd into 

correspondence with Org IDs 1161 and 1162, stated 
meeting RP that day and confirming email. 

Noted, will cc RP on further engagement with Org IDs 1161 and 1162 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1565 6298 Member of LCAC stated they are a NSW commercial fisher, with specialty 
of estuary fishing in Jervis Bay. 

Noted, will ensure individual is recorded as such in consultation database. 

1737 6222 Provided preferred email for organisation 
 

Noted, updated database 
 

1747 6233 RP noted Jervis Bay Marine Park is also within the EMBA and asked if 
COPA had undertaken consultation regarding the Park. 
 

Jervis Bay is considered and assessed in the Environment Plan, with consultation undertaken 
with the relevant authority (Org ID: 7) 
 

1748 6233 RP stated that Org 1161 is a native title holder who holds fishing rights 
but has not received any information. Unsure of classification of fishing 
permit, or who permit was received from. 

COPA engaged directly with Org 1161 and sought to clarify and confirm this information. 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event 
ID 

Feedback Type Summary of Feedback, objection 
or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

1563 6298 Claim LCAC and its representatives stated 
that they have grave concerns 
about contamination risk, including 
overlap with pre-existing 
contamination. 

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) have used a highly 
conservative effect threshold for entrained oil to inform the 
outer extent of the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Updated information on effect thresholds was developed in 
2024, which confirmed that these levels would not result in a 
detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in 
the Jervis Bay area. 

N/A 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 



N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5544 06/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Org ID 1159, with content forwarded to NSW State Commercial fishers. This is included in this summary to illustrate the 
information received by Org 1160. 
 
Key Points. 
*  Thanked for offer to assist in contacting NSW License holders. 
* Requested assistance in forwarding the attachments listed below. 
* Sought assistance in contacting an association. 
Attachments 
*  Cover letter: ‘NSW Commercial Fisher Cover Letter.pdf’ 
*  Information Sheet: ‘2024 Information Sheet 20 - SA & NSW State Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000- 
EX-R01-D-00028.pdf’ 
*  Information for the community compiled by our regulator: ‘National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) – Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

6222 17/10/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From NSW Fisher (ORG ID: 1160) calling COPA on behalf of NSW First Nations Native Owner (ORG ID: 1161) who was 
also sitting on the call with both individuals noting concerns in relation to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program after having just received an 
information sheet. 
 
NSW Fisher noted: 
- Concern that they had received the information sheet though the individual he is speaking on behalf of did not. 
- The pair called because they felt that filling out a consultation hub form to receive updates is not enough information and wouldn't allow them 
to provide feedback regarding their concerns. 
 
FN individual noted: 
- After reviewing the information sheet for NSW commercial fishers, they understand themselves to also be a relevant person within the EMBA. 
- Provided a preferred email contact. 
- Requested a meeting on country 
 
COPA Team noted: 
- They are administration and have taken note of all the information discussed 
- Information will be provided to the Otway Exploration Drilling Team Consultation Team and a response will be provided as soon as possible. 

6232 24/10/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Individual left a voicemail requesting a call back regarding commercial fishing and consultation with a native owner. 
6233 24/10/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING Telephone Call: Responding to previously left voicemail. 

- Confirmed the team would be sending through information in response to initial telephone enquiry this morning. 
- Individual provided information about another relevant person's FIAS (which we have sought to clarify with direct contact to Individual) 
- Asked if individual would also like to be CC'ed on the email in addition to originally requested receiver. 
- Individual confirmed and provided contact email to be CC'ed. 
- Individual noted Jervis Bay Marine Park would also be affected and asked if COPA had contacted them and who did COPA speak to 



- COPA noted they would need to check their records and get back to individual regarding Jervis Bay Marine Park. 
6234 24/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two individuals thanking them for their enquiry and the information provided about Jervis Bay Marine Park. COPA 

provided information about: 
 
- Their ongoing exploration activities in the Otway Basin. 
- Their consultation approach with First Nations People, specifically mentioning a letter sent to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council 
(LALC) on 4 June 2023. 
- Their commitment to consulting with local Indigenous communities and how they have been providing updates about the progress of the 
Environment Plan. 
- Their understanding that the recipient believes they are a relevant person and a request for further information on how their functions, interests 
or activities may be affected by the proposed offshore activity. 
 
Attached: 
- NOPSEMA Consultation Brochure 
- Project Update June 2024 
- Link to Consultation Hub 

6235 24/10/2024 SMS OUTGOING SMS: To individual confirming that an email regarding recent correspondence has been sent to the individual. 
- COPA confirmed they are continuing to look into Jervis Bay Marine Park records. 

6236 24/10/2024 SMS INCOMING SMS: From individual thanking COPA for email. 
6239 25/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing follow up information to previous questions, COPA team noted: 

- The operational area not overlapping with South Australia or New South Wales state commercial fisheries. 
- The potential impact in the unlikely event of an accidental release of hydrocarbons. 
- Noting that consultation has occurred with the managers of Jervis Marine Park (NSW Department of Primary Industries and the Director of 
National Parks) and that no entity 'Jervis Bay Marine Park Authority' exists. 
- The inclusion of an assessment of the conservation values and sensitivities of both Jervis Bay Marine Park and Booderee National Park in the 
proposed Environment Plan (EP). 
- The individual was invited to contact the sender if they had any other functions, interests or activities they would like to discuss. 

6255 6/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking team for the previous response and clarification. The individual noted: 
 
- They have included (CC'd) their team in the email. 
- They have corresponded with NSW DPI and Fisheries about the matter. 
- They are reviewing the link and other information provided by the organisation. 
- They will respond in the next few days. 

6264 13/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual and their team members, offering to provide further information about the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. The organisation also invited the team members to contact them directly if they have any concerns about how the proposed offshore 
activity might affect their own functions, interests or activities and would like to be engaged as a relevant person. 

6269 15/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual providing an update on their enquiries with DPI regarding a Section 37(1)(d) Certificate. Information 
provided included: 
 
- Attached a letter to DPI and a screenshot of DPI's response. 
- Requested an in-person consultation to discuss the Environmental Plan for the proposed exploratory drilling. 
- Informed that they are the recognised Native Owner of the Land Sea and Air. 



6270 19/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual proposing a meeting on Country. Provided potential dates and times for the meeting over the next 
fortnight. 

6271 19/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking team for quick reply. Individual noted a meeting on Wednesday 27th November would work. 
6299 21/11/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COPA team asked: 

- Confirmation of a future meeting. 
- Question about a suitable location for the meeting. 
- Question about any specific preparation needed for the meeting. 
Individual responded that: 
- They would provide the location details the following day. 
- No specific preparation was needed for the meeting. 

6300 23/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising that: 
- A space was booked at Nowra Golf Club for Wednesday 26th November from 10-11am. 

6301 23/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking and confirming information regarding meeting space and time. 
6302 26/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming: 

-  A meeting with COPA Chief Advisor Federal Government Affairs, on Wednesday 26th November at 10-11am AEDT at the Nowra Golf Club 
Limited. 
- Further COPA team members will be connected online. 

6298 27/11/2024 Meeting - In-person IN PERSON & VIRTUAL MEETING: With organisation to further explain project information and discuss possible collaborations. 
 
Information shared by COPA via presentation: 
*  Shared information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (OEDP): Why we are undertaking exploration, project status  
*  Provided overview of EMBA – worst-case scenario being loss of well control, extremely unlikely, modelled 1400 different scenarios, each with 
different metocean conditions to understand where gas condensate could go under different circumstances, ensuring we mitigate for every 
possible risk.   
* For a loss of well control event to occur, multiple failures on multiple levels would have to occur. This would be a highly unlikely crisis situation.  
* Explained that COPA have used a highly conservative effect threshold for entrained oil to inform the outer extent of the EMBA and that this 
threshold would not result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area.  
* Talked through the other control measures in place that also protect cultural heritage values, including the Fauna and Light Management Plans, 
providing examples of protections for whales, shearwaters and the orange-bellied parrot including seasonal limitations for shearwater fledging.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
* COPA apologised for misunderstanding who stakeholders cultural fishing permit was awarded by. 
* COPA confirmed they are not undertaking decommissioning work, the only work being undertaken is exploration to find new gas for the 
domestic market 
* Discussed suitability of sharing underwater mapping and photos, COPA explaining high energy environment with limited conditions for 
preservation. 
*  Discussed consultation services offered by organisation, including Aboriginal ranger program. Organisation interest in a partnership 
arrangement. 
*  COPA confirmed they do not hold any petroleum titles off the coast of NSW, activities limited to seabed surveys and drilling in title areas in the 
Otway.  
* Discussed COPA's consultation methodology and LCAC's consultation concerns 
* COPA confirmed it is an American owned company and how it operates in Australia 
* Discussed work undertaken with native owners in other countries 



  
Regarding stakeholders commercial fishing 
RP provided following information: 
*  Stated long history of fishing in Jervis Bay for mullet 
* Also involved in programs concerning whale entanglement from ocean fish traps 
* Offered to share further information in subsequent meetings 
* Interested in activities in J10 and J9 fishing blocks 
COPA provided following information: 
* Confirmed activities limited to VIC/P79 and T/49P 
* Explained LCAC will not hear or see the planned activities 
* Reiterated no planned activities in or near NSW coastline, vessels deployed from ports in Victoria 
 
Attachments: 
* See also attached Meeting Notes. 

6303 27/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following a meeting. Provided information including: 
 
- An apology for incorrectly noting that the Aboriginal Cultural Fishing Permit was awarded by a specific organisation. 
- An intention to send further information before the end of the week. 
Interest in learning more about the work of the Lilly Connolly Aboriginal Corporation. 
- A request for an invoice for the meeting fee. 
Attached: 
- Meeting Notes 

6307 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking COPA team for the meeting. The individual also attached: 
- Their Capability Statement. 
- Aboriginal Rangers Program - Marine Parks & Waterways 2025. 
- An invoice. 

6308 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with attached boundaries map 
6312 29/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals following a meeting about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Provided information including: 

- Invoice will be actioned. 
- Summary of potential impacts on the recipients' functions, interests and activities: o Regarding contamination, ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) 
used a highly conservative effect threshold for entrained oil. o Regarding commercial fishing in NSW, including J10 and J9 blocks, COPA are not 
proposing to undertake any activities in these areas. 
- Clarification that the October date stated within the commercial fishing cover letter was a request for the stakeholder to make contact if they 
would like to be consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation closing date. 
- Requested that recipients make contact if they would like to receive project updates. 
Attached: 
- Notes from the previous meeting. 
- Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) flyer was attached. 

 



 – ORG ID 1161 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

  was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
  was identified via Referred by another stakeholder/relevant person 
  is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  is a Commercial Fisher and Aquaculture Facility, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5.  

 JNR is a commercial and cultural fisherman, and as such  CONNOLLY JNR has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of 
well control.  
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) engaged with  CONNOLLY JNR following self-identification, meeting with the relevant person on Country to learn more about their functions, interests and activities.  
 JNR is a Djerrungurah (Jerrinja) Native Owner who holds a section 37(1)(d) cultural fishing permit and is also the founder and owner of relevant organisation ORG ID 1162, whose functions, interests 

and activities relate to providing culturally appropriate consultancy services across cultural land management, environmental and ecosystems management solutions. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation approach guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through 
their nominated representative body (as described in Chapter 3.2.3). In line with this methodology, ConocoPhillips engaged with the nominated representatives for the NSW First Nations groups, which included 
South Coast Local Aboriginal Land Councils with Sea Country in or adjacent to the wider EMBA (ORG IDs: 85 (Jerrinja), 79 (Batemans Bay), 80 (Bega), 81 (Bodalla), 82 (Cobowra), 83 (Eden), 84 (Illawarra), 86 
(Merrimans), 87 (Mogo), 88 (Ngambri), 89 (Ulladulla), 90 (Wagonga)); who were all contacted in June 2023, with an invitation to engage and a reasonable opportunity provided to participate in consultation. 
 
To identify and contact relevant NSW state commercial fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia requested engagement with Department of Primary Industries (NSW) - State Commercial Fisheries (Org ID 1159) and 
requested from them the contact details of their licence holders within the identified relevant Tier Two NSW state fisheries (EP Section 4.7). Whilst they advised that they do not provide fishers contact details 
directory, they were willing to send information we provide to NSW commercial state fishing license holders. As described below, this communication was received by Org ID 1160 and forwarded to  

 JNR.  CONNOLLY JNR has supplied information on his section 37(1)(d) cultural fishing permit, as captured in Information received below. 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips was first contacted by ORG ID 1160 in relation to consultation with both  CONNOLLY JNR and ORG ID 1162 (Event ID 6222). Further, ConocoPhillips asked if ORG ID 1160 would like to 
be CC’d into all correspondence for ID 1161 and  CONNOLLY JNR, which they affirmed (Event ID 6233). Please note that due to their multiple and related FIA’s, consultation events with  

 JNR, Org 1160 and Org 1162 are the same. However, the feedbacks from the consultation events are assigned to the appropriate relevant person/s who the feedback relates to.   

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  CONNOLLY JNR preferred method of consultation (Event ID 6222), with communications via phone, email and on-Country meeting.  CONNOLLY 
 self-identified following the receipt of NSW commercial fishers’ information by ORG ID 1160. Following self-identification ConocoPhillips Australia engaged in further information sharing, including an on-

Country meeting to answer questions and reaffirm the potential impacts on their FIA’s.  CONNOLLY JNR provided information documents, such as correspondence from DPI outlining section 37(1)(d) 
permits.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 10 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 6234). 
 
Ongoing consultation 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with  CONNOLLY JNR including updating on availability of new information sheets. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  CONNOLLY JNR to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as 
described above. The base level of information provided in cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00003) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00028) via DPI Fisheries on 6 September 2024 (Event ID: 5544) 



was: 
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing  
 Provided key information relevant to NSW fisheries  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map   
 Provided maps showing the overlap between each relevant fishery and the EMBA  
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback   
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities and the control measures in place   
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided a copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure  
 Draft Environment Plan and all Information Sheets, available from the consultation hub    
 Q&A with frequently asked questions  
 Information on control measures in place to protect cultural heritage values 
 Information on work with Traditional Owners 
 Direction to consultation hub  

 
Information Received 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 6 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 CONNOLLY JNR self-identified on 17 October 2024 via a phone call to ConocoPhillips Australia.  

After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  CONNOLLY JNR had the information for more than 60 days (in line with methodology specified in Section 3.6). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the consultation process allowed  CONNOLLY JNR to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or 
activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation has been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in response to consultation.  
 
As this relevant person is located at the furthest extent of the EMBA, the only potential impact on the relevant persons functions, interests and activities is in the extremely unlikely event of an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release, which updated information shows would not result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area. 
 
Despite the extremely low extent and severity of potential impacts and risks on the relevant persons functions, interests or activities, therefore less time and effort required by the relevant person to consider the 
information provided and provide feedback, a reasonable period as defined in Section 3.6.1 of the Environment Plan has been allowed.  
 

During consultation 
During consultation,  CONNOLLY JNR raised 1 claim about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our consultation processes (see outline in 
Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. We note that the nature of consultation with  CONNOLLY JNR is linked to two other relevant persons 
(ORG IDs: 1162 and 1160) who attended and represented both their own functions, interests and activities and those of  CONNOLLY JNR during the consultation process. 
 

  



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern  ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1558 6298 The commercial fisher stakeholders stated they could 
share more fishing knowledge in a subsequent meeting. 

Noted. COPA reiterates that the operational area does not overlap with South Australia or New South Wales state 
commercial fisheries, and as such the potential impact is in the extremely unlikely event of an accidental release of 
hydrocarbons. 

1559 6298 Stakeholder expressed concern that consultation with 
Jerrinja LALC had resulted in false information shared 
about stakeholder’s cultural fishing permit having been 
awarded by Jerrinja LALC. permit having been awarded 
by Jerrinja LALC  

COPA apologised for their misunderstanding regarding information about Jerrinja LALC. COPA clarified that 
information about Frank’s cultural fishing permit being awarded by Jerrinja LALC had come from desktop research and 
not consultation with Jerrinja LALC. Apologised for any offence that this may have caused.  

1560 6298 LCAC representative expressed concern with the 
consultation process, as they had not been notified.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach with First Nations People guided by the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by 
directing consultations through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own 
representative institutions”). On 4 June 2023, we wrote to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) 
advising that Jerrinja LALC had been identified as a relevant organisation for the proposed Otway Offshore Exploration 
Drilling Program. In this correspondence we stated our commitment to consulting with local Indigenous communities 
to understand how the proposed offshore activity may affect their functions, interests or activities. We also sought 
information on their expectations and preferences for consultation.  
This correspondence provided information about the proposed activity and the consultation process. Subsequent 
information and updates have also been provided to inform all First Nations People whom Jerrinja LALC represent 
about the progress of the Environment Plan for this activity, including information on potential impacts and how we 
intend to manage the activity to ensure impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
COPA undertook a tiered approach to identify relevant South Australia and New South Wales state commercial fishers 
within the low threshold EMBA, as detailed in EP Appendix C4. As individual NSW state commercial fishers contact 
details are unable to be obtained, the senior fisheries manager at Department of Primary Industry agreed to forward a 
cover letter inviting engagement, information sheet and the NOPSEMA consultation brochure. COPA would like to 
clarify that the October date stated, which was within the cover letter, was a request that the stakeholder make contact 
by this date if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation closing date. Consultation 
with relevant persons, and ongoing consultation following acceptance of the Environment Plan by NOPSEMA, will 
continue throughout the lifecycle the activity. 
 

1562 6298 LCAC and its representatives expressed concern that 
exploration and drilling activity potentially be held 
further north 

COPA advised that they do not hold any petroleum titles off the coast of NSW. The closest petroleum titles, held by 
other companies, that we are aware of are in the Gippsland Basin and off the coast of Newcastle. 
COPAs activities are limited to seabed surveys and drilling up to 6 exploration wells in the two petroleum title areas in 
the Otway Basin. 

1734 6222 Expressed concern that they received the information 
sheet, but the founder of LCAC did not. 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach with First Nations People guided by the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by 
directing consultations through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own 
representative institutions”). On 4 June 2023, we wrote to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) 
advising that Jerrinja LALC had been identified as a relevant organisation for the proposed Otway Offshore Exploration 
Drilling Program. In this correspondence we stated our commitment to consulting with local Indigenous communities 
to understand how the proposed offshore activity may affect their functions, interests or activities. We also sought 
information on their expectations and preferences for consultation.  
This correspondence provided information about the proposed activity and the consultation process. Subsequent 
information and updates have also been provided to inform all First Nations People whom Jerrinja LALC represent 
about the progress of the Environment Plan for this activity, including information on potential impacts and how we 
intend to manage the activity to ensure impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 



COPA undertook a tiered approach to identify relevant South Australia and New South Wales state commercial fishers 
within the low threshold EMBA, as detailed in EP Appendix C4. As individual NSW state commercial fishers contact 
details are unable to be obtained, the senior fisheries manager at Department of Primary Industry agreed to forward a 
cover letter inviting engagement, information sheet and the NOPSEMA consultation brochure. COPA would like to 
clarify that the October date stated, which was within the cover letter, was a request that the stakeholder make contact 
by this date if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation closing date. Consultation 
with relevant persons, and ongoing consultation following acceptance of the Environment Plan by NOPSEMA, will 
continue throughout the lifecycle the activity. 
 

1735 6222 The organisation members called because they 
believed that filling out a consultation hub form for 
updates was insufficient and wouldn't enable them to 
provide feedback on their concerns. 
 

Acknowledged and undertook further engagement (Event ID: 6234) 
 

1736 6222 After reviewing the information sheet for NSW 
commercial fishers, they believe LCAC are also a 
relevant party within the EMBA 
 

Acknowledged and sought further information on functions, interests or activities (Event ID: 6234) 
 

1738 6222 Requested on-Country meeting 
 

Held in-person, on Country meeting (Event ID: 6298) 
 

1742 6269 Requested an in-person meeting 
 

Held in-person, on Country meeting (Event ID: 6298) 
 

1749 6233 RP confirmed they should be cc'd into 
correspondence with Org IDs 1161 and 1162, stated 
meeting RP that day and confirming email. 

Noted, will cc RP on further engagement with Org IDs 1161 and 1162 

 
 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1564 6298 Member of LCAC stated they are a long-time commercial 
fisher in the area. 

Noted, will ensure individual is recorded as such in consultation database. 

1566 6298 Representative stated that LCAC has a long history of fishing 
for mullet in Jervis Bay. 

Noted 

1739 6255 Informed COPA that they had communicated with NSW DPI 
and Fisheries, regarding the information received from COPA. 
 

This was later clarified as the misunderstanding of cultural fishing permit awards, as discussed in further 
communications where COPA clarified that this information had been from desktop research and 
apologised for any misunderstanding (Event ID's: 6303, 6298)  
 

1741 6269 An update was provided on the inquiries with DPI regarding 
the Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council, which claims to 
have issued a Section 37(1)(d) Certificate. 
 

COPA apologised for the misunderstanding about consultation with Jerrinja LALC. Clarified that 
information about Frank’s cultural fishing permit being awarded by Jerrinja LALC had come from desktop 
research and not consultation with Jerrinja LALC. Apologised for any offence that this may have caused. 
(Event ID: 6303) 
 

1743 6269 Founder of LCAC stating that they are a recognised Native 
Owner 

Noted, used to inform consultation process 



  
1746 6308 Provided Relevant Persons Tribal Boundaries Map Noted 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Feedback type Summary of Feedback, 
objection or claim 

Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to Feedback, 
Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment Plan 

1563 6298 Claim LCAC and its representatives 
stated that they have grave 
concerns about 
contamination risk, 
including overlap with pre-
existing contamination.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) have used a highly 
conservative effect threshold for entrained oil to 
inform the outer extent of the Environment that May 
Be Affected (EMBA). Updated information on effect 
thresholds was developed in 2024, which confirmed 
that these levels would not result in a detectable 
change in water quality or any ecological impact in the 
Jervis Bay area. 
 
 

N/A 

1760 6336 Request RP requested all spill 
modelling reports. 

N/A When preparing the Environment Plan in August 2023, 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned three 
modelling reports, from an independent expert (RPS) 
all of which are publicly available:  
 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program T49P LOWC Spill 
Modelling  
Otway Exploration Drilling Program T49P MDO Oil 
Spill Modelling  
Otway Exploration Drilling Program VICP79 MDO and 
LOWC Spill Modelling  
 
These were uploaded to the consultation hub in 2023, 
here: Archived Technical Reports 

N/A 

1761 6336 Statement RP states that they assume 
the spill modelling reports 
cover multiple scenarios 
from minor to catastrophic 

 As per above, the reports cover multiple scenarios, 
from marine diesel spill and loss of well control, 
including worst-case scenarios.   

 

1762 6336 Statement RP states that they do not 
want summary information 
on spill, but the full 
modelling reports. 

 The links above are to the detailed, complete data and 
information for all of the scenarios as per your request, 
noting that to prevent misunderstanding and maintain 
accuracy it is important to acknowledge and consider 
the context around this data that is presented in the 
reports.   
For example, the modelling does not take into 
consideration any of the spill prevention, mitigation 
and response capabilities that would be implemented 
in response to the spill. It is also important to note that 
the modelling used figures that did not represent the 

 



predicted extent of any single spill but rather they 
represented the overlay of hundreds of hypothetical 
spills, to provide a basis for response planning.  
We note that whilst we have made the full reports 
commissioned by us publicly available on the 
consultation hub, we also produced summary 
information to allow understanding of this complex 
information within the correct context.   
These information sheets include Information Sheet 12 
– Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release (Aug 23) and 
Information Sheet 8 - Marine Mammals (May 23) 

1763 6336 Request Requesting information on 
environmental risks 
associated with unplanned 
events. 

 Information on the assessment of environmental risks 
associated with unplanned events, including biological 
and ecological receptors, is in Chapter 7 of the 
Environment Plan (EP). This includes the control 
measures and demonstrates risks are reduced to as 
low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and acceptable 
levels.  
A link to the Environment Plan, on the NOPSEMA 
website, is available on the Home page of the 
consultation hub: Otway Exploration Drilling Program - 
Home.  
Please refer to Feedback ID 1563 as provided on 29 
November. 

 

1764 6336 Request Relevant person requested 
copy of companies 
Reconciliation Action Plan 

 This can be found on the ConocoPhillips Australia 
website, via the following link: Reconciliation Action 
Plan 

 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5544 06/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Org ID 1159, with content forwarded to NSW State Commercial fishers. This is included in this summary to illustrate the information 
received by Org 1161 from Org 1160. 
 
Key Points. 
*  Thanked for offer to assist in contacting NSW License holders. 
* Requested assistance in forwarding the attachments listed below. 
* Sought assistance in contacting an association. 
Attachments 
*  Cover letter: ‘NSW Commercial Fisher Cover Letter.pdf’ 
*  Information Sheet: ‘2024 Information Sheet 20 - SA & NSW State Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000- 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

EX-R01-D-00028.pdf’ 
*  Information for the community compiled by our regulator: ‘National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) – 
Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

6222 17/10/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: From NSW Fisher (ORG ID: 1160) calling COPA on behalf of NSW First Nations Native Owner (ORG ID: 1161) who was also sitting on 
the call with both individuals noting concerns in relation to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program after having just received an information sheet. 
 
NSW Fisher noted: 
- Concern that they had received the information sheet though the individual he is speaking on behalf of did not. 
- The pair called because they felt that filling out a consultation hub form to receive updates is not enough information and wouldn't allow them to provide 
feedback regarding their concerns. 
 
FN individual noted: 
- After reviewing the information sheet for NSW commercial fishers, they understand themselves to also be a relevant person within the EMBA. 
- Provided a preferred email contact. 
- Requested a meeting on country 
 
COPA Team noted: 
- They are administration and have taken note of all the information discussed 
- Information will be provided to the Otway Exploration Drilling Team Consultation Team and a response will be provided as soon as possible. 

6232 24/10/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL: Individual left a voicemail requesting a call back regarding commercial fishing and consultation with a native owner. 
6233 24/10/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING Telephone Call: Responding to previously left voicemail. 

- Confirmed the team would be sending through information in response to initial telephone enquiry this morning. 
- Individual provided information about another relevant person's FIAS (which we have sought to clarify with direct contact to Individual) 
- Asked if individual would also like to be CC'ed on the email in addition to originally requested receiver. 
- Individual confirmed and provided contact email to be CC'ed. 
- Individual noted Jervis Bay Marine Park would also be affected and asked if COPA had contacted them and who did COPA speak to 
- COPA noted they would need to check their records and get back to individual regarding Jervis Bay Marine Park. 

6234 24/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to two individuals thanking them for their enquiry and the information provided about Jervis Bay Marine Park. COPA provided 
information about: 
 
- Their ongoing exploration activities in the Otway Basin. 
- Their consultation approach with First Nations People, specifically mentioning a letter sent to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) on 4 June 
2023. 
- Their commitment to consulting with local Indigenous communities and how they have been providing updates about the progress of the Environment Plan. 
- Their understanding that the recipient believes they are a relevant person and a request for further information on how their functions, interests or activities may 
be affected by the proposed offshore activity. 
 
Attached: 
- NOPSEMA Consultation Brochure 
- Project Update June 2024 
- Link to Consultation Hub 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6235 24/10/2024 SMS OUTGOING SMS: To individual confirming that an email regarding recent correspondence has been sent to the individual. 
- COPA confirmed they are continuing to look into Jervis Bay Marine Park records. 

6236 24/10/2024 SMS INCOMING SMS: From individual thanking COPA for email. 
6239 25/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual providing follow up information to previous questions, COPA team noted: 

- The operational area not overlapping with South Australia or New South Wales state commercial fisheries. 
- The potential impact in the unlikely event of an accidental release of hydrocarbons. 
- Noting that consultation has occurred with the managers of Jervis Marine Park (NSW Department of Primary Industries and the Director of National Parks) and 
that no entity 'Jervis Bay Marine Park Authority' exists. 
- The inclusion of an assessment of the conservation values and sensitivities of both Jervis Bay Marine Park and Booderee National Park in the proposed 
Environment Plan (EP). 
- The individual was invited to contact the sender if they had any other functions, interests or activities they would like to discuss. 

6255 6/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking team for the previous response and clarification. The individual noted: 
 
- They have included (CC'd) their team in the email. 
- They have corresponded with NSW DPI and Fisheries about the matter. 
- They are reviewing the link and other information provided by the organisation. 
- They will respond in the next few days. 

6264 13/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual and their team members, offering to provide further information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The 
organisation also invited the team members to contact them directly if they have any concerns about how the proposed offshore activity might affect their own 
functions, interests or activities and would like to be engaged as a relevant person. 

6269 15/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual providing an update on their enquiries with DPI regarding a Section 37(1)(d) Certificate. Information provided included: 
 
- Attached a letter to DPI and a screenshot of DPI's response. 
- Requested an in-person consultation to discuss the Environmental Plan for the proposed exploratory drilling. 
- Informed that they are the recognised Native Owner of the Land Sea and Air. 

6270 19/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual proposing a meeting on Country. Provided potential dates and times for the meeting over the next fortnight. 
6271 19/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking team for quick reply. Individual noted a meeting on Wednesday 27th November would work. 

6299 21/11/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL: COPA team asked: 
- Confirmation of a future meeting. 
- Question about a suitable location for the meeting. 
- Question about any specific preparation needed for the meeting. 
Individual responded that: 
- They would provide the location details the following day. 
- No specific preparation was needed for the meeting. 

6300 23/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual advising that: 
- A space was booked at Nowra Golf Club for Wednesday 26th November from 10-11am. 

6301 23/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual thanking and confirming information regarding meeting space and time. 

6302 26/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual confirming: 
-  A meeting with COPA Chief Advisor Federal Government Affairs, on Wednesday 26th November at 10-11am AEDT at the Nowra Golf Club Limited. 
- Further COPA team members will be connected online. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6298 27/11/2024 Meeting - In-
person 

IN PERSON & VIRTUAL MEETING: With organisation to further explain project information and discuss possible collaborations. 
 
Information shared by COPA via presentation: 
*  Shared information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (OEDP): Why we are undertaking exploration, project status  
*  Provided overview of EMBA – worst-case scenario being loss of well control, extremely unlikely, modelled 1400 different scenarios, each with different metocean 
conditions to understand where gas condensate could go under different circumstances, ensuring we mitigate for every possible risk.   
* For a loss of well control event to occur, multiple failures on multiple levels would have to occur. This would be a highly unlikely crisis situation.  
* Explained that COPA have used a highly conservative effect threshold for entrained oil to inform the outer extent of the EMBA and that this threshold would not 
result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area.  
* Talked through the other control measures in place that also protect cultural heritage values, including the Fauna and Light Management Plans, providing 
examples of protections for whales, shearwaters and the orange-bellied parrot including seasonal limitations for shearwater fledging.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
* COPA apologised for misunderstanding who stakeholders cultural fishing permit was awarded by. 
* COPA confirmed they are not undertaking decommissioning work, the only work being undertaken is exploration to find new gas for the domestic market 
* Discussed suitability of sharing underwater mapping and photos, COPA explaining high energy environment with limited conditions for preservation. 
*  Discussed consultation services offered by organisation, including Aboriginal ranger program. Organisation interest in a partnership arrangement. 
*  COPA confirmed they do not hold any petroleum titles off the coast of NSW, activities limited to seabed surveys and drilling in title areas in the Otway.  
* Discussed COPA's consultation methodology and LCAC's consultation concerns 
* COPA confirmed it is an American owned company and how it operates in Australia 
* Discussed work undertaken with native owners in other countries 
  
Regarding stakeholders commercial fishing 
RP provided following information: 
*  Stated long history of fishing in Jervis Bay for mullet 
* Also involved in programs concerning whale entanglement from ocean fish traps 
* Offered to share further information in subsequent meetings 
* Interested in activities in J10 and J9 fishing blocks 
COPA provided following information: 
* Confirmed activities limited to VIC/P79 and T/49P 
* Explained LCAC will not hear or see the planned activities 
* Reiterated no planned activities in or near NSW coastline, vessels deployed from ports in Victoria 
 
Attachments: 
* See also attached Meeting Notes. 

6303 27/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individual following a meeting. Provided information including: 
 
- An apology for incorrectly noting that the Aboriginal Cultural Fishing Permit was awarded by a specific organisation. 
- An intention to send further information before the end of the week. 
Interest in learning more about the work of the Lilly Connolly Aboriginal Corporation. 
- A request for an invoice for the meeting fee. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

Attached: 
- Meeting Notes 

6307 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual thanking COPA team for the meeting. The individual also attached: 
- Their Capability Statement. 
- Aboriginal Rangers Program - Marine Parks & Waterways 2025. 
- An invoice. 

6308 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent from individual with attached boundaries map 
6312 29/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals following a meeting about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Provided information including: 

- Invoice will be actioned. 
- Summary of potential impacts on the recipients' functions, interests and activities: o Regarding contamination, ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) used a highly 
conservative effect threshold for entrained oil. o Regarding commercial fishing in NSW, including J10 and J9 blocks, COPA are not proposing to undertake any 
activities in these areas. 
- Clarification that the October date stated within the commercial fishing cover letter was a request for the stakeholder to make contact if they would like to be 
consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation closing date. 
- Requested that recipients make contact if they would like to receive project updates. 
Attached: 
- Notes from the previous meeting. 
- Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) flyer was attached. 
 

6336 17/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent by an individual to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The individual thanked the team for a meeting and expressed interest in 
developing a business relationship. They requested: 
- Detailed scenarios calculated by ConocoPhillips in the event of a lost well spill, including the amount of hydrocarbons contaminating the entire mapped EMBA. 
- They specified that they wanted data from minor to catastrophic events, not just summary information. 
- Information on the potential effects of any contamination caused by ConocoPhillips' activities on the microbiology in the sea. 
- A copy of ConocoPhillips' Reconciliation Action Plan. 
  
The individual explained that this information would help them manage On-Sea Country Conservation and contribute to the Cultural & Heritage Protection Plan 
in the event of any incidents. 

6338 23/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals following a receipt of correspondence with requests. Provided information and links to documents regarding the following 
topics:  
- Spill modelling reports 
- OPEP 
-  Information on the assessment of environmental risks associated with unplanned events 
- Re stated summary of potential impacts on the recipients' functions, interests and activities: ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) have used a highly conservative 
effect threshold for entrained oil to inform the outer extent of the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). Updated information on effect thresholds was 
developed in 2024, which confirmed that these levels would not result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area.  
- Clarification that consultation with relevant persons continues until acceptance of the Environment Plan, after which ongoing consultation methodology allows 
relevant persons to continue to engage.  
COPA also restated prior efforts to reach RP.  
Extended invitation to be registered as a business consultant if the event of an incident occurring with predicted impacts on the South Coast of NSW Sea Country. 

 
 



– ORG ID 1162 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 

 was identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 was identified via Referred by another stakeholder/relevant person 
 is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs):  Connolly Aboriginal Corporation is a First Nations Organisation, assessed in accordance with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment Plan Table 3-5. LCAC is 
dedicated to providing culturally appropriate consultancy services across cultural land management, environmental and ecosystems management solutions, and as such the LCAC has functions, interests and 
activities in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) engaged with  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION following self-identification, meeting with the organisation on Country to learn more about their services and 
establish a meaningful, long-term relationship. The founder and owner of  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION is a Djerrungurah (Jerrinja) Native Owner (ORG ID 1161) whose functions, interests and 
activities relate to cultural and commercial fishing. In addition, ORG ID: 1160 is the Research Specialist for  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION and also a NSW State Commercial Fisher. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation approach guided by the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations through 
their nominated representative body (as described in Chapter 3.2.3). In line with this methodology, ConocoPhillips engaged with the nominated representatives for the NSW First Nations groups, which included 
South Coast Local Aboriginal Land Councils with Sea Country in or adjacent to the wider EMBA (ORG IDs: 85 (Jerrinja), 79 (Batemans Bay), 80 (Bega), 81 (Bodalla), 82 (Cobowra), 83 (Eden), 84 (Illawarra), 86 
(Merrimans), 87 (Mogo), 88 (Ngambri), 89 (Ulladulla), 90 (Wagonga)); who were all contacted in June 2023, with an invitation to engage and a reasonable opportunity provided to participate in consultation. 
 
Consultation process 

ConocoPhillips was first contacted by ORG ID 1160 in relation to consultation with both  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION and ORG ID 1161 (Event ID 6222). Further, ConocoPhillips asked if ORG 
ID 1160 would like to be CC’d into all correspondence for ID 1161 and  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION, which they affirmed (Event ID 6233). Please note that due to their multiple and related 
FIA’s, consultation events with  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION, Org 1160 and Org 1161 are the same. However, the feedbacks from the consultation events are assigned to the appropriate 
relevant person/s who the feedback relates to.   

ConocoPhillips Australia sought direction on  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION preferred method of consultation (Event ID 6222), communicating with organisation members from  
 ABORIGINAL CORPORATION via phone, email and on-Country meeting.  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION self-identified following the receipt of NSW commercial fishers’ 

information by organisation member. Following self-identification ConocoPhillips Australia engaged in further information sharing, including an on-Country meeting to answer questions, reaffirm the 
potential impacts on their FIA’s and learn the services the organisation offers.  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION provided information documents, including a flyer on their Aboriginal Rangers 
Program and correspondence from DPI outlining section 37(1)(d) permits.  

In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 11 assertions and concerns. 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provide in the consultation not to be published (Event ID 6234). 
 
 
Ongoing consultation 
ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to consult with  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION including updating on availability of new information sheets. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 

During the consultation process, information was provided to  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided in cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00003) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00028) via DPI Fisheries on 6 September 
2024 (Event ID: 5544) was: 



 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing  
 Provided key information relevant to NSW fisheries  
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map   
 Provided maps showing the overlap between each relevant fishery and the EMBA  
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback   
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA  
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities and the control measures in place   
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process   
Further information provided included: 
 Provided a copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure  
 Draft Environment Plan and all Information Sheets, available from the consultation hub    
 Q&A with frequently asked questions  
 Information on control measures in place to protect cultural heritage values 
 Information on work with Traditional Owners 
 Direction to consultation hub  

 
Information Received 

ConocoPhillips Australia received 11 information(s) from the RP. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below. 
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 

 CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION self-identified on 17 October 2024 via a phone call to ConocoPhillips Australia.  

After ConocoPhillips Australia had given sufficient information,  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION had the information for more than 60 days (in line with methodology specified in Section 
3.6). 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that the consultation process allowed  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on their 
functions, interests or activities and all feedback and information gathered through consultation has been assessed effectively to inform the EP and, where appropriate, control measures have been adopted in 
response to consultation.  
 
As this relevant person is located at the furthest extent of the EMBA, the only potential impact on the relevant persons functions, interests and activities is in the extremely unlikely event of an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release, which updated information shows would not result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area. 
 
Despite the extremely low extent and severity of potential impacts and risks on the relevant persons functions, interests or activities, therefore less time and effort required by the relevant person to consider the 
information provided and provide feedback, a reasonable period as defined in Section 3.6.1 of the Environment Plan has been allowed.  

 

During consultation 
During consultation,  CONNOLLY ABORIGINAL CORPORATION raised 1 objection and claim about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities. In accordance with our 
consultation processes (see outline in Section 3.8.1), the outcome of those assessments is shown in the Response to Feedback table below. We note that the nature of consultation with  CONNOLLY 

 CORPORATION is linked to two other relevant persons (ORG IDs: 1161 and 1160) who attended and represented both their own functions, interests and activities and those of  CONNOLLY 
 CORPORATION during the consultation process. 

 

  



Response to Assertions and Concerns about the Consultation Process (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Event ID Summary of Assertion or Concern ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Assertion or Concern 

1558 6298 The commercial fisher stakeholders stated they could share more 
fishing knowledge in a subsequent meeting. 

Noted. COPA reiterates that the operational area does not overlap with South Australia or New South Wales state 
commercial fisheries, and as such the potential impact is in the extremely unlikely event of an accidental release of 
hydrocarbons. 

1559 6298 Stakeholder expressed concern that consultation with Jerrinja LALC 
had resulted in false information shared about stakeholder’s 
cultural fishing permit having been awarded by Jerrinja LALC. 

COPA apologised for their misunderstanding regarding information about Jerrinja LALC. COPA clarified that 
information about Frank’s cultural fishing permit being awarded by Jerrinja LALC had come from desktop research 
and not consultation with Jerrinja LALC. Apologised for any offence that this may have caused.  

1560 6298 LCAC representative expressed concern with the consultation 
process, as they had not been notified.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach with First Nations People guided by the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians 
by directing consultations through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own 
representative institutions”). On 4 June 2023, we wrote to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) 
advising that Jerrinja LALC had been identified as a relevant organisation for the proposed Otway Offshore 
Exploration Drilling Program. In this correspondence we stated our commitment to consulting with local 
Indigenous communities to understand how the proposed offshore activity may affect their functions, interests or 
activities. We also sought information on their expectations and preferences for consultation.  
This correspondence provided information about the proposed activity and the consultation process. Subsequent 
information and updates have also been provided to inform all First Nations People whom Jerrinja LALC represent 
about the progress of the Environment Plan for this activity, including information on potential impacts and how we 
intend to manage the activity to ensure impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
COPA undertook a tiered approach to identify relevant South Australia and New South Wales state commercial 
fishers within the low threshold EMBA, as detailed in EP Appendix C4. As individual NSW state commercial fishers 
contact details are unable to be obtained, the senior fisheries manager at Department of Primary Industry agreed 
to forward a cover letter inviting engagement, information sheet and the NOPSEMA consultation brochure. COPA 
would like to clarify that the October date stated, which was within the cover letter, was a request that the 
stakeholder make contact by this date if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation 
closing date. Consultation with relevant persons, and ongoing consultation following acceptance of the 
Environment Plan by NOPSEMA, will continue throughout the lifecycle the activity. 
 

1561 6298 LCAC had received information regarding decommissioning work, 
enquired to if this was from COPA. 

This was not COPA as we do not have any operational activities in the region. COPAs activity is exploration only to 
find new gas for the domestic market. COPA advised that other titleholders are undertaking decommissioning 
activities in the region, (in the Gippsland Basin and Otway Basin). 

1562 6298 LCAC and its representatives expressed concern that exploration 
and drilling activity potentially be held further north 

COPA advised that they do not hold any petroleum titles off the coast of NSW. The closest petroleum titles, held by 
other companies, that we are aware of are in the Gippsland Basin and off the coast of Newcastle. 
COPAs activities are limited to seabed surveys and drilling up to 6 exploration wells in the two petroleum title areas 
in the Otway Basin. 

1734 6222 Expressed concern that they received the information sheet, but 
the founder of LCAC did not. 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach with First Nations People guided by the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians 
by directing consultations through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own 
representative institutions”). On 4 June 2023, we wrote to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) 
advising that Jerrinja LALC had been identified as a relevant organisation for the proposed Otway Offshore 
Exploration Drilling Program. In this correspondence we stated our commitment to consulting with local 
Indigenous communities to understand how the proposed offshore activity may affect their functions, interests or 
activities. We also sought information on their expectations and preferences for consultation.  
This correspondence provided information about the proposed activity and the consultation process. Subsequent 
information and updates have also been provided to inform all First Nations People whom Jerrinja LALC represent 



about the progress of the Environment Plan for this activity, including information on potential impacts and how we 
intend to manage the activity to ensure impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable. 
COPA undertook a tiered approach to identify relevant South Australia and New South Wales state commercial 
fishers within the low threshold EMBA, as detailed in EP Appendix C4. As individual NSW state commercial fishers 
contact details are unable to be obtained, the senior fisheries manager at Department of Primary Industry agreed 
to forward a cover letter inviting engagement, information sheet and the NOPSEMA consultation brochure. COPA 
would like to clarify that the October date stated, which was within the cover letter, was a request that the 
stakeholder make contact by this date if they would like to be consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation 
closing date. Consultation with relevant persons, and ongoing consultation following acceptance of the 
Environment Plan by NOPSEMA, will continue throughout the lifecycle the activity. 

1735 6222 The organisation members called because they believed that filling 
out a consultation hub form for updates was insufficient and 
wouldn't enable them to provide feedback on their concerns. 
 

Acknowledged and undertook further engagement (Event ID: 6234) 
 

1736 6222 After reviewing the information sheet for NSW commercial fishers, 
they believe LCAC are also a relevant party within the EMBA 
 

Acknowledged and sought further information on functions, interests or activities (Event ID: 6234) 
 

1738 6222 Requested on-Country meeting 
 

Held in-person, on Country meeting (Event ID: 6298) 
 

1742 6269 Requested an in-person meeting 
 

Held in-person, on Country meeting (Event ID: 6298) 
 

1749 6233 RP confirmed they should be cc'd into correspondence with Org 
IDs 1161 and 1162, stated meeting RP that day and confirming 
email. 

Noted, will cc RP on further engagement with Org IDs 1161 and 1162 

 
Information Received and how it was considered in preparing the EP (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Information  How the information received was considered in the course of preparation of the EP 

1564 6298 Member of LCAC stated they are a long-time commercial fisher in the 
area. 

Noted, will ensure individual is recorded as such in consultation database. 

1565 6298 Member of LCAC stated they are a NSW commercial fisher, with 
specialty of estuary fishing in Jervis Bay. 

Noted, will ensure individual is recorded as such in consultation database. 

1566 6298 Representative stated that LCAC has a long history of fishing for mullet 
in Jervis Bay. 

Noted 

1567 6298 LCAC stated they were involved assisting with whale entanglement from 
ocean fish traps. 

Noted 

1568 6298 LCAC stated that they are establishing an Aboriginal Water Rangers 
Program  

Noted 

1569 6298 LCAC informed COPA that they are a fee-for-service company, with 
consultants engaged by government organisations.  

Noted 

1737 6222 Provided preferred email for organisation 
 

Noted, updated database 
 



1740 6255 Provided names of team members, who were also cc'd. 
 

Responded to all, with information and inviting team members to contact COPA directly if they 
had questions or wished to identify and undertaken consultation outside of their role in LCAC 
(Event ID: 6264) 
 

1744 6307 Provided & Gurungada Capability 
Statement brochure 
 

Noted 
 

1745 6307 Provided Aboriginal Rangers Program - Marine Parks & Waterways 
2025 information sheet 

Noted 

1746 6308 Provided Relevant Persons Tribal Boundaries Map Noted 

 
Response to Objections and Claims (Regulation 24 (b)) (Methodology EP Section 3.8.1) 

Feedback ID Related Events Feedback type Summary of Feedback, objection or claim Assessment of Merit ConocoPhillips Australia’s response to 
Feedback, Objection or Claim 

Inclusion in Environment 
Plan 

1563 6298 Claim LCAC and its representatives stated that they 
have grave concerns about contamination risk, 
including overlap with pre-existing 
contamination.  

High – assessed in 
accordance with EP 
Table 3-7 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) have used a 
highly conservative effect threshold for entrained 
oil to inform the outer extent of the Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). Updated 
information on effect thresholds was developed 
in 2024, which confirmed that these levels would 
not result in a detectable change in water quality 
or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area. 

N/A 

1760 6336 Request RP requested all spill 
modelling reports. 

N/A When preparing the Environment Plan in August 2023, 
ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned three 
modelling reports, from an independent expert (RPS) 
all of which are publicly available:  
 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program T49P LOWC Spill 
Modelling  
Otway Exploration Drilling Program T49P MDO Oil 
Spill Modelling  
Otway Exploration Drilling Program VICP79 MDO and 
LOWC Spill Modelling  
 
These were uploaded to the consultation hub in 2023, 
here: Archived Technical Reports 

N/A 

1761 6336 Statement RP states that they assume 
the spill modelling reports 
cover multiple scenarios 
from minor to catastrophic 

 As per above, the reports cover multiple scenarios, 
from marine diesel spill and loss of well control, 
including worst-case scenarios.   

 

1762 6336 Statement RP states that they do not 
want summary information 
on spill, but the full 
modelling reports. 

 The links above are to the detailed, complete data and 
information for all of the scenarios as per your request, 
noting that to prevent misunderstanding and maintain 
accuracy it is important to acknowledge and consider 

 



the context around this data that is presented in the 
reports.   
For example, the modelling does not take into 
consideration any of the spill prevention, mitigation 
and response capabilities that would be implemented 
in response to the spill. It is also important to note that 
the modelling used figures that did not represent the 
predicted extent of any single spill but rather they 
represented the overlay of hundreds of hypothetical 
spills, to provide a basis for response planning.  
We note that whilst we have made the full reports 
commissioned by us publicly available on the 
consultation hub, we also produced summary 
information to allow understanding of this complex 
information within the correct context.   
These information sheets include Information Sheet 12 
– Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release (Aug 23) and 
Information Sheet 8 - Marine Mammals (May 23) 

1763 6336 Request Requesting information on 
environmental risks 
associated with unplanned 
events. 

 Information on the assessment of environmental risks 
associated with unplanned events, including biological 
and ecological receptors, is in Chapter 7 of the 
Environment Plan (EP). This includes the control 
measures and demonstrates risks are reduced to as 
low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and acceptable 
levels.  
A link to the Environment Plan, on the NOPSEMA 
website, is available on the Home page of the 
consultation hub: Otway Exploration Drilling Program - 
Home.  
Please refer to Feedback ID 1563 as provided on 29 
November. 

 

1764 6336 Request Relevant person requested 
copy of companies 
Reconciliation Action Plan 

 This can be found on the ConocoPhillips Australia 
website, via the following link: Reconciliation Action 
Plan 

 

 
Public Comment 

Feedback ID Related Event ID Summary of Public Comment ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to Public Comment 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 
 
Record of Consultation 

Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

5544 06/09/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: To Org ID 1159, with content forwarded to NSW State Commercial fishers. This is included in this summary to illustrate the information received by 
Org 1162 from Org 1160. 
Key Points. 
*  Thanked for offer to assist in contacting NSW License holders. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

* Requested assistance in forwarding the attachments listed below. 
* Sought assistance in contacting an association. 
Attachments 
*  Cover letter: ‘NSW Commercial Fisher Cover Letter.pdf’ 
*  Information Sheet: ‘2024 Information Sheet 20 - SA & NSW State Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000- 
EX-R01-D-00028.pdf’ 
*  Information for the community compiled by our regulator: ‘National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) – 
Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans 

6222 17/10/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL FROM ORG ID: 1160 (on behalf of ORG ID 1161 & LCAC): From NSW Fisher (ORG ID: 1160) calling COPA on behalf of NSW First Nations 
Native Owner (ORG ID: 1161) who was also sitting on the call with both individuals noting concerns in relation to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program after having 
just received an information sheet. 
 
NSW Fisher noted: 
- Concern that they had received the information sheet though the individual he is speaking on behalf of did not. 
- The pair called because they felt that filling out a consultation hub form to receive updates is not enough information and wouldn't allow them to provide feedback 
regarding their concerns. 
 
FN individual noted: 
- After reviewing the information sheet for NSW commercial fishers, they understand themselves to also be a relevant person within the EMBA. 
- Provided a preferred email contact. 
- Requested a meeting on country 
 
COPA Team noted: 
- They are administration and have taken note of all the information discussed 
- Information will be provided to the Otway Exploration Drilling Team Consultation Team and a response will be provided as soon as possible. 

6232 24/10/2024 Telephone call INCOMING TELEPHONE CALL FROM ORG ID: 1160 (on behalf of ORG ID 1161 & LCAC): Individual left a voicemail requesting a call back regarding commercial fishing 
and consultation with a native owner. 

6233 24/10/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING Telephone Call to ORG ID: 1160 (representing ORG ID 1161 & LCAC): Responding to previously left voicemail. 
- Confirmed the team would be sending through information in response to initial telephone enquiry this morning. 
- Individual provided information about another relevant person's FIAS (which we have sought to clarify with direct contact to Individual) 
- Asked if individual would also like to be CC'ed on the email in addition to originally requested receiver. 
- Individual confirmed and provided contact email to be CC'ed. 
- Individual noted Jervis Bay Marine Park would also be affected and asked if COPA had contacted them and specifically who did COPA speak to 
- COPA noted they would need to check their records and get back to individual regarding Jervis Bay Marine Park. 

6234 24/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL to ORG ID: 1160, 1161 & LCAC: Sent to two individuals thanking them for their enquiry and the information provided about Jervis Bay Marine Park. 
COPA provided information about: 
 
- Their ongoing exploration activities in the Otway Basin. 
- Their consultation approach with First Nations People, specifically mentioning a letter sent to the CEO of Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) on 4 June 2023. 
- Their commitment to consulting with local Indigenous communities and how they have been providing updates about the progress of the Environment Plan. 
- Their understanding that the recipient believes they are a relevant person and a request for further information on how their functions, interests or activities may be 
affected by the proposed offshore activity. 
 
Attached: 
- NOPSEMA Consultation Brochure 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Project Update June 2024 
- Link to Consultation Hub 

6235 24/10/2024 SMS OUTGOING SMS to ORG ID: 1160 (representing ORG ID 1161 & LCAC): To individual confirming that an email regarding recent correspondence has been sent to the 
individual. 
- COPA confirmed they are continuing to look into Jervis Bay Marine Park records. 

6236 24/10/2024 SMS INCOMING SMS FROM ORG ID: 1160 (on behalf of ORG ID 1161 & LCAC): From individual thanking COPA. 
6239 25/10/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL to ORG ID: 1160 (representing ORG ID 1161 & LCAC): Sent to individual providing follow up information to previous questions, COPA team noted: 

- The operational area not overlapping with South Australia or New South Wales state commercial fisheries. 
- The potential impact in the unlikely event of an accidental release of hydrocarbons. 
- Noting that consultation has occurred with the managers of Jervis Marine Park (NSW Department of Primary Industries and the Director of National Parks) and that no 
entity  'Jervis Bay Marine Park Authority' exists. 
- The inclusion of an assessment of the conservation values and sensitivities of both Jervis Bay Marine Park and Booderee National Park in the proposed Environment 
Plan (EP). 
- The individual was invited to contact the sender if they had any other functions, interests or activities they would like to discuss. 

6255 6/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent from individual thanking team for the previous response and clarification. The 
individual noted: 
 
- They have included (CC'd) their team in the email. 
- They have corresponded with NSW DPI and Fisheries about the matter. 
- They are reviewing the link and other information provided by the organisation. 
- They will respond in the next few days. 

6264 13/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent to individual and their team members, offering to provide further information about 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The organisation also invited the team members to contact them directly if they have any concerns about how the proposed 
offshore activity might affect their own functions, interests or activities and would like to be engaged as a relevant person. 

6269 15/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d: Sent from individual providing an update on their enquiries with DPI regarding a Section 
37(1)(d) Certificate. Information provided included: 
 
- Attached a letter to DPI and a screenshot of DPI's response. 
- Requested an in-person consultation to discuss the Environmental Plan for the proposed exploratory drilling. 
- Informed that they are the recognised Native Owner of the Land Sea and Air. 

6270 19/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent to individual proposing a meeting on Country. Provided potential dates and times for 
the meeting over the next fortnight. 

6271 19/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent from individual thanking team for quick reply. Individual noted a meeting on 
Wednesday 27th November would work. 

6299 21/11/2024 Telephone call OUTGOING TELEPHONE CALL TO LCAC/ORG ID:1161: COPA team asked: 
- Confirmation of a future meeting. 
- Question about a suitable location for the meeting. 
- Question about any specific preparation needed for the meeting. 
Individual responded that: 
- They would provide the location details the following day. 
- No specific preparation was needed for the meeting. 

6300 23/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent from individual advising that: 
- A space was booked at Nowra Golf Club for Wednesday 26th November from 10-11am. 

6301 23/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d: Sent to individual thanking and confirming information regarding meeting space and time. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

6302 26/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent to individual confirming: 
-  A meeting with COPA Chief Advisor Federal Government Affairs, on Wednesday 26th November at 10-11am AEDT at the Nowra Golf Club Limited. 
- Further COPA team members will be connected online. 

6298 27/11/2024 Meeting - In-
person/On 
Country & 
Virtual 

IN PERSON & VIRTUAL MEETING: With organisation (an ORG ID 1161 & 1160) to further explain project information and discuss possible collaborations. 
 
Information shared by COPA via presentation: 
*  Shared information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program (OEDP): Why we are undertaking exploration, project status  
*  Provided overview of EMBA – worst-case scenario being loss of well control, extremely unlikely, modelled 1400 different scenarios, each with different metocean 
conditions to understand where gas condensate could go under different circumstances, ensuring we mitigate for every possible risk.   
* For a loss of well control event to occur, multiple failures on multiple levels would have to occur. This would be a highly unlikely crisis situation.  
* Explained that COPA have used a highly conservative effect threshold for entrained oil to inform the outer extent of the EMBA and that this threshold would not result 
in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area.  
* Talked through the other control measures in place that also protect cultural heritage values, including the Fauna and Light Management Plans, providing examples of 
protections for whales, shearwaters and the orange-bellied parrot including seasonal limitations for shearwater fledging.  
 
Key Discussion Points: 
* COPA apologised for misunderstanding who stakeholders cultural fishing permit was awarded by. 
* COPA confirmed they are not undertaking decommissioning work, the only work being undertaken is exploration to find new gas for the domestic market 
* Discussed suitability of sharing underwater mapping and photos, COPA explaining high energy environment with limited conditions for preservation. 
*  Discussed consultation services offered by organisation, including Aboriginal ranger program. Organisation interest in a partnership arrangement. 
*  COPA confirmed they do not hold any petroleum titles off the coast of NSW, activities limited to seabed surveys and drilling in title areas in the Otway.  
* Discussed COPA's consultation methodology and LCAC's consultation concerns 
* COPA confirmed it is an American owned company and how it operates in Australia 
* Discussed work undertaken with native owners in other countries 
  
Regarding stakeholders commercial fishing 
RP provided following information: 
*  Stated long history of fishing in Jervis Bay for mullet 
* Also involved in programs concerning whale entanglement from ocean fish traps 
* Offered to share further information in subsequent meetings 
* Interested in activities in J10 and J9 fishing blocks 
COPA provided following information: 
* Confirmed activities limited to VIC/P79 and T/49P 
* Explained LCAC will not hear or see the planned activities 
* Reiterated no planned activities in or near NSW coastline, vessels deployed from ports in Victoria 
 
Attachments: 
* See also attached Meeting Notes. 

6303 27/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO ORG ID: 1161 & LCAC (where ORG ID 1160 is also CC’d): Sent to individual following a meeting. Provided information including: 
 
- An apology for incorrectly noting that the Aboriginal Cultural Fishing Permit was awarded by a specific organisation. 
- An intention to send further information before the end of the week. 
Interest in learning more about the work of the . 
- A request for an invoice for the meeting fee. 
Attached: 
- Meeting Notes 

6307 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL TO FROM ORG ID: 1161, LCAC & ORG ID 1160: Sent from individual thanking COPA team for the meeting. The individual also attached: 
- Their Capability Statement. 



Event ID Start Date Event Type Summary 

- Aboriginal Rangers Program - Marine Parks & Waterways 2025. 
- An invoice. 

6308 29/11/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL FROM LCAC (Where ORG ID 1161 & 1160 are CC’d): Sent from individual with attached boundaries map 

6312 29/11/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL TO LCAC, ORG ID 1161 & 1160: Sent to individuals following a meeting about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Provided information including: 
- Invoice will be actioned. 
- Summary of potential impacts on the recipients' functions, interests and activities: o Regarding contamination, ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) used a highly 
conservative effect threshold for entrained oil. o Regarding commercial fishing in NSW, including J10 and J9 blocks, COPA are not proposing to undertake any activities 
in these areas. 
- Clarification that the October date stated within the commercial fishing cover letter was a request for the stakeholder to make contact if they would like to be 
consulted as a relevant person, not as a consultation closing date. 
- Requested that recipients make contact if they would like to receive project updates. 
Attached: 
- Notes from the previous meeting. 
- Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) flyer was attached. 

6336 17/12/2024 Email INCOMING EMAIL: Sent by an individual to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The individual thanked the team for a meeting and expressed interest in developing 
a business relationship. They requested: 
- Detailed scenarios calculated by ConocoPhillips in the event of a lost well spill, including the amount of hydrocarbons contaminating the entire mapped EMBA. 
- They specified that they wanted data from minor to catastrophic events, not just summary information. 
- Information on the potential effects of any contamination caused by ConocoPhillips' activities on the microbiology in the sea. 
- A copy of ConocoPhillips' Reconciliation Action Plan. 
  
The individual explained that this information would help them manage On-Sea Country Conservation and contribute to the Cultural & Heritage Protection Plan in the 
event of any incidents. 

6338 23/12/2024 Email OUTGOING EMAIL: Sent to individuals following a receipt of correspondence with requests. Provided information and links to documents regarding the following 
topics:  
- Spill modelling reports 
- OPEP 
-  Information on the assessment of environmental risks associated with unplanned events 
- Re stated summary of potential impacts on the recipients' functions, interests and activities: ConocoPhillips Australia (COPA) have used a highly conservative effect 
threshold for entrained oil to inform the outer extent of the Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). Updated information on effect thresholds was developed in 
2024, which confirmed that these levels would not result in a detectable change in water quality or any ecological impact in the Jervis Bay area.  
- Clarification that consultation with relevant persons continues until acceptance of the Environment Plan, after which ongoing consultation methodology allows 
relevant persons to continue to engage.  
COPA also restated prior efforts to reach RP.  
Extended invitation to be registered as a business consultant if the event of an incident occurring with predicted impacts on the South Coast of NSW Sea Country. 

 



South Australia Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery –ORG IDs as listed in the table below ‘Record of Abalone Fishery licence holders ‘ 

Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery were identified as relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA, Fisheries public registers. 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out 

under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Abalone Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery as Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with these fishers 
were undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology. If the fisher had already been consulted with due to holding a fishing licence in a Tier One commercial fishery, they were not recontacted, to avoid confusion 
regarding how they may be impacted.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received from these fishers, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in 
the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00008) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  



 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by registered mail sent 10 
September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Abalone Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Multiple 10/09/2024 Letter – Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, sent 
correspondence regarding potential impact as a commercial fisher within the EMBA. Attached: 
- Cover letter: statement why the receiver is being contacted, what and where the activity is, why they may be relevant and how 
they may be affected, definition of Relevant Person, map of activity showing the Environment that May Be Affected and recipients 
fishery, invitation to engage, request to make contact if other FIA’s, contact details, link and QR code for consultation hub, sensitive 
information statement.  
- Information sheet 20 (South Australia and New South Wales State Commercial Fisheries): Description of activity, definition of 
Operational Areas and EMBA, key information on how NSW/SA state fisheries may be affected, map of operational area and 
EMBA, assessment of SA and NSW state fisheries overlap with EMBA, description of potential effects, Q&A (defining not seismic, 
describing VSP/well evaluation, encouraging contact if FIA’s outside of commercial fishing, direction to further information 
(consultation hub) and contact details. 
- NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 

Record of Abalone Fishery licence holders  

ORG ID Name of Organisation 

1142 Penalurick Abalone Pty Ltd 

1143 Dwayne P  Kelly 
1144 James  Cope 
1145 Graham Douglas  Pollard 
1146 Beluga Pty Ltd  
1147 Leigh K  Kent  
 



South Australia Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery – ORG IDs as listed in the table below ‘Record of Charter Boat Fishery licence holders ‘ 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA, Fisheries public registers. 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out 

under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Charter Boat Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery as Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with these fishers 
were undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology. If the fisher had already been consulted with due to holding a fishing licence in a Tier One commercial fishery, they were not recontacted, to avoid confusion 
regarding how they may be impacted.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received from these fishers, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in 
the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00004) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by registered mail 
sent 10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation    
During consultation, Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Charter Boat Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Multiple 10/09/2024 Letter – Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, sent 
correspondence regarding potential impact as a commercial fisher within the EMBA. Attached: 
- Cover letter: statement why the receiver is being contacted, what and where the activity is, why they may be relevant and how 
they may be affected, definition of Relevant Person, map of activity showing the Environment that May Be Affected and recipients 
fishery, invitation to engage, request to make contact if other FIA’s, contact details, link and QR code for consultation hub, sensitive 
information statement.  
- Information sheet 20 (South Australia and New South Wales State Commercial Fisheries): Description of activity, definition of 
Operational Areas and EMBA, key information on how NSW/SA state fisheries may be affected, map of operational area and 
EMBA, assessment of SA and NSW state fisheries overlap with EMBA, description of potential effects, Q&A (defining not seismic, 
describing VSP/well evaluation, encouraging contact if FIA’s outside of commercial fishing, direction to further information 
(consultation hub) and contact details. 
- NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 

Record of Charter Boat Fishery licence holders  

ORG ID Name of Organisation 

743 AS & SL Roach Pty Ltd 
793 John Robert Howard 
845 Kym G Elson 
861 David P Lawrie 
929 Rodney J Ness 
933 Kevin B Sweeney 
960 Gary John LLoyd 
964 Paul Davies 
1041 Peter Tsolkas 
1070 Calypso Star Charters Pty Ltd 
1071 Mark James Rothall 
1072 Brenton Scot Hage 
1073 Mark Petersons 
1074 Gary William  Steele 
1075 Vitomir Pantelic 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

1077 Daniel Gilbertson 
1078 Trevor J Bennett 
1079 Mark W Graham 
1081 Peter Xerri  
1082 D & A McMahon Investements Pty Ltd 
1083 Peter Leigh Madigan 
1084 Robert Charles Barreau 
1085 BA Boat Hire Pty Ltd  
1086 Lucas Fisheries Pty Ltd 
1087 Gavin Solly Investments Pty Ltd 
1088 Bio Adventures Pty Ltd 
1089 D & J Distributors Pty Ltd  
1090 Angela Tee 
1091 J & K Newton Enterprises Pty Ltd 
1092 Signature Nominees Pty Ltd  
1093 Night West Investments Pty Ltd  
1094 Baird Bay Coastal  Safari Pty Ltd 
1095 Gary Russell Fiedler 
1096 Raymond J Cook 
1097 Reef Encounters Pty Ltd  
1098 Pt Lincoln Diving Services Pty Ltd  
1099 David Thomas  Hamilton  
1100 Hams Fishing Pty Ltd 
1101 Brojak Charter Pty Ltd  
1102 Perry A  Will 
1103 Hayley Fishing Pty Ltd  
1104 Albert  DiVittorio 
1105 Pedlar Trading Pty Ltd  
1106 Grant Andrew Fennell 
1108 Luke  Perryman 
1109 Steve Kontos 
1110 Stone Ideas Pty Ltd  
1111 Charter Fishing Pty Ltd  
1113 Abnormal Enterprises Pty Ltd  
1114 Glen  Jones  



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

1115 Darrin Stuart Cooke 
1116 Craig Ivison 
1117 North Star Cruises Australia Pty Ltd 
1118 Mark Snadden 
1121 Sean  Pearce 
1122 Paul Henry Sandler 
1123 Ashley Lyndon  Smith  
1124 Brenton Robert Osborne 
1125 Michael Robert  Mitchell  
1126 Clinton Graeme  Wilson 
1128 Christopher  Pucknell 
1129 Jason S Fulham 
1130 Dairy Direct Pty Ltd  
1131 Rodney Leonard John Keogh 
1132 Jamie Roy  Widdison  
1133 Fleurieu Charters Pty Ltd  
1134 Wilron Holdings Pty Ltd  
1135 Mark Andrew  Rilstone 
1136 William M Kelly 
1137 Luke Dan  Dankowski 
1138 New Wave Marine Services Pty Ltd  
1139 David  McDonald 
1140 Tomaso Di Vittorio 
1141 Ishikawa Pty Ltd 
 



South Australia Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery – ORG IDs as listed in the table below ‘Record of Marine Scalefish Fishery licence holders ‘ 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA, Fisheries public registers. 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried 

out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Marine Scalefish Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold 
Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery as Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with these 
fishers were undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology. If the fisher had already been consulted with due to holding a fishing licence in a Tier One commercial fishery, they were not recontacted, to avoid 
confusion regarding how they may be impacted.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received from these fishers, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in 
the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00005) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the sufficient information listed above, about the activity by registered mail sent 10 
September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Marine Scalefish Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or 
activities.  
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Multiple 10/09/2024 Letter – Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, sent 
correspondence regarding potential impact as a commercial fisher within the EMBA. Attached: 
- Cover letter: statement why the receiver is being contacted, what and where the activity is, why they may be relevant and how 
they may be affected, definition of Relevant Person, map of activity showing the Environment that May Be Affected and recipients 
fishery, invitation to engage, request to make contact if other FIA’s, contact details, link and QR code for consultation hub, sensitive 
information statement.  
- Information sheet 20 (South Australia and New South Wales State Commercial Fisheries): Description of activity, definition of 
Operational Areas and EMBA, key information on how NSW/SA state fisheries may be affected, map of operational area and 
EMBA, assessment of SA and NSW state fisheries overlap with EMBA, description of potential effects, Q&A (defining not seismic, 
describing VSP/well evaluation, encouraging contact if FIA’s outside of commercial fishing, direction to further information 
(consultation hub) and contact details. 
- NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 
Record of Marine Scalefish Fishery licence holders  

ORG ID Name of Organisation 

877 Peter Anthony White 
879 Graham F Harrowfield 
880 Sergio Altamura 
881 Simon Thomas Bray 
882 Neil David Schmucker 
883 Shane N Edwards 
884 Steven James Allport 
885 Matthew Robert Reeves 
886 James Douglas Banks 
887 Stewart John Butson 
888 Adam Jeffrey Barnes 
889 Donald L Edmonds 
890 Laurence Condo 
891 Peter A Allan 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

892 Corey Jason Sellen 
893 Peter S Bell 
894 Phillip John Nicholls 
895 Stanko Medic 
896 Joseph Andrew Coleman 
897 NIGEL HARVARD CRANFIELD 
898 Mark John Brevi 
899 Darin R Brooks 
900 Murray C Williams 
901 Mathew Troy O'Connell 
902 Athanasi Catsambalis 
903 Chris Catsambalis 
904 Ioannis Catsambalis 
905 Antonio Scali 
906 James R Mattschoss 
907 Yanni Paul Retsas 
908 Garry I Warrick 
909 Mark Anthony Burfitt 
910 Shannon John Cornelius 
911 Shane Frensch 
912 Matthew Grant Stephens 
913 Ian Leo De Gilio 
914 Malcolm Ettridge 
915 Hayden Bruce Wiseman 
916 Antonio Francisco Ciccolella 
917 Con John Retsas 
918 Craig N Edwards 
919 Mark A Retsas 
920 Trevor N Edwards 
921 Garry N Edwards 
922 James Conor Moriarty 
923 Darren David Pitt 
924 Jeffrey William Schmucker 
925 Andrew F Joy 
926 Harley Donnithorne 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

927 Adam Robert Kemp 
928 Andrew P Pisani 
929 Rodney J Ness 
930 Joseph Patrick Santic 
931 Shannon Maureen Gill 
932 Nicholas Faklis 
933 Kevin B Sweeney 
934 Mark Colin Nicholls 
935 Matthew John. Kurtin 
936 Paul Robert Germein 
937 Riccardo Caperna 
938 TONY J SHORT 
939 David Backen 
940 Cosimo Pisani 
941 Michael Frederick Skinner 
942 Robert Paul Barrett 
943 Konstantinos Andrellos 
944 Daniel James Hertz 
945 Bryan Allen Green 
946 Jake Tony Simounds 
947 Warren Thomas Owen 
948 Jason Clark 
949 William Philip Hadlow 
950 Jason Slabskyj 
951 Hugh Reynolds Bayly 
952 Michael Tsoupas 
953 Donna Isaacson 
954 Justin Glen Cicolella 
955 Shane . Bishop 
956 Slobodan Mladenovic 
957 Eleftherios Toumazos 
958 Port Lincoln Salmon Pty Ltd 
959 Bryan John Baldwin 
960 Gary John LLoyd 
961 Riccardo Salvagno 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

962 Mark Raymond Reynolds 
963 Ben L Barnes 
964 Paul Davies 
966 Jamie Robert Lawrence 
967 Dallas William Power 
968 Raymond Thomas Modra 
969 Kirk Kaehne 
970 George Karagiannis 
971 John Karagiannis 
972 Russell Barber 
973 Michael Pennington 
974 Stanislav Lukin 
975 Craig James Fletcher 
976 Eric Banelis 
977 Daniel James Allen 
978 Jarrod Clayton Day 
979 Mark Peter Judd 
980 Rhys Wright 
981 Symon Paul Hood 
982 Andrew Hewett 
983 Christopher Mark Manners 
984 Elias Manolakis 
985 Todd James Dickenson 
986 Arthur Markellos 
987 Michael John Oneill 
988 Raymond Keith Goodes 
989 Ashley John Perkins 
990 Kym Michael Custance 
991 Jethro W Wild 
992 John Ioannis Banelis 
993 Jack Paul Henderson 
994 Irwin John Schroeder 
995 Paul Kerrad Russell 
996 Bartholomew Brett Butson 
997 Leon A Van Weenen 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

998 John James Pasculli 
999 Reginald S Penney 
1000 David J Short 
1001 Rodney J Ingram 
1002 Graham Mark Oliver 
1003 Jarrod C Day 
1004 Kim T Mundy 
1005 Neil M Reynolds 
1006 Milorad Ricov 
1007 Peter J Ritter 
1008 Adam Matthew Smith 
1009 John G Buckley 
1010 Clifford John Rogers 
1011 Noel Jeffrey. Box 
1012 Michael Salvemini 
1013 Peter McDonald 
1014 Jordan Luke Pisani 
1015 Arthur Tsikouris 
1016 Blair Leonard Fitzgerald 
1017 Terry P Lehmann 
1018 Benjamin David Germein 
1019 Kelvin G Cameron 
1020 Heydar Van Veen 
1021 Russell E Boord 
1022 John G Holland 
1023 Michael J Coombs 
1024 Darren John Richardson 
1025 Matthew James Smith 
1026 Paul D Spurling 
1027 Simon Max Smith 
1028 George Katsikidis 
1029 Bernard Shane Starkey 
1030 Gavin T Starkey 
1031 Nathan Mansfield Eatts 
1032 Michael Owen Taylor 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

1033 Jordan Daniel Judd 
1034 Greg Shane Forster 
1035 Kasper Che Cummings 
1036 George Theodosiou 
1037 Colin R Thiel 
1038 Spiro Manolakis 
1039 Darren A Nitschke 
1040 Graeme Parker 
1041 Peter Tsolkas 
1042 Peter John Higgins 
1043 Jason Michael Wittholz 
1044 Kenneth M Schutz 
1045 Johnny Nicholas Kouvaris 
1046 Matt Austin Redman 
1047 Matthew John Forrest 
1048 Vjekoslav Valcic 
1049 Andrew Nairne Schultz 
1050 Antony Scott Rilstone 
1051 Jarrad Dean Barnes 
1052 Paul Kounis 
1053 Ashley C Smith 
1054 Peter Emanuel Lagoudakis 
1055 Raymond D Zimmermann 
1056 Timothy J Howard 
1057 John Paleologoudias 
1058 David D Sherry 
1059 Nikolaos Tsoupas 
 



South Australia Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery – ORG IDs as listed in the table below ‘Record of Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab 
Fishery licence holders’ 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA, Fisheries public 

registers. 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 

activities to be carried out under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-
threshold Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery as Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4). Therefore, 
consultation with these fishers were undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology. If the fisher had already been consulted with due to holding a fishing licence in a Tier One commercial fishery, they were not 
recontacted, to avoid confusion regarding how they may be impacted.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received from these fishers, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in 
the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00006) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  



ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 
Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity 
by registered mail sent 10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, 
interests, or activities.  
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Multiple 10/09/2024 Letter – Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, sent 
correspondence regarding potential impact as a commercial fisher within the EMBA. Attached: 
- Cover letter: statement why the receiver is being contacted, what and where the activity is, why they may be relevant and how 
they may be affected, definition of Relevant Person, map of activity showing the Environment that May Be Affected and recipients 
fishery, invitation to engage, request to make contact if other FIA’s, contact details, link and QR code for consultation hub, sensitive 
information statement.  
- Information sheet 20 (South Australia and New South Wales State Commercial Fisheries): Description of activity, definition of 
Operational Areas and EMBA, key information on how NSW/SA state fisheries may be affected, map of operational area and 
EMBA, assessment of SA and NSW state fisheries overlap with EMBA, description of potential effects, Q&A (defining not seismic, 
describing VSP/well evaluation, encouraging contact if FIA’s outside of commercial fishing, direction to further information 
(consultation hub) and contact details. 
- NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 
Record of Miscellaneous Fishery: Giant Crab Fishery licence holders 

ORG ID Name of Organisation 

1060 Tadej Wilczynski 
1061 Goolwa Pipico Bait and Tackle Company Pty Ltd 
1062 Craig Licence Pty Ltd 
1063 Eyre Peninsula Premium Scallops Pty Ltd  
1064 Dulkaninna Fishing Pty Ltd 
1065 Lee J Kelly  
1066 Steven William  Clark 
1067 West Coast Wild Catch Scallops Pty Ltd 
1068 Andrew J  Warburton 
1069 Australian Kelp Products Pty Ltd 
  



South Australia Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery – ORG IDs as listed in the table below ‘Record of Rock Lobster Fishery licence holders ‘ 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA, Fisheries public registers. 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out 

under the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Rock Lobster Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment 
that May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery as Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with these fishers 
were undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology. If the fisher had already been consulted with due to holding a fishing licence in a Tier One commercial fishery, they were not recontacted, to avoid confusion 
regarding how they may be impacted.  
No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received from these fishers, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology and the commitment made in 
the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00007) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of 
the activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by registered mail 
sent 10 September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation 
During consultation, Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Rock Lobster Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Multiple 10/09/2024 Letter – Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, sent 
correspondence regarding potential impact as a commercial fisher within the EMBA. Attached: 
- Cover letter: statement why the receiver is being contacted, what and where the activity is, why they may be relevant and how 
they may be affected, definition of Relevant Person, map of activity showing the Environment that May Be Affected and recipients 
fishery, invitation to engage, request to make contact if other FIA’s, contact details, link and QR code for consultation hub, sensitive 
information statement.  
- Information sheet 20 (South Australia and New South Wales State Commercial Fisheries): Description of activity, definition of 
Operational Areas and EMBA, key information on how NSW/SA state fisheries may be affected, map of operational area and 
EMBA, assessment of SA and NSW state fisheries overlap with EMBA, description of potential effects, Q&A (defining not seismic, 
describing VSP/well evaluation, encouraging contact if FIA’s outside of commercial fishing, direction to further information 
(consultation hub) and contact details. 
- NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 
Record of Rock Lobster licence holders  

ORG ID Name of Organisation 

726 Michael Benjamin Tilley 
727 GP Dunsford Investments Pty Ltd 
728 John M Atkinson 
729 Ian Harry Backler 
730 Jonny Ian Smith 
731 Elizabeth Taylor 
732 Solo Pastoral Co Pty Ltd 
733 Robert James Villis 
734 Robert L Von Bertouch 
735 DJ & NL Investments Pty Ltd 
736 Ocean Lobster Pty Ltd 
737 Gary William Steele 
738 Modra Nominees Pty Ltd 
739 Craig D Lawrie 
740 Joshua Edward Haines 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

741 John Richard Carrison 
742 Rodger Colin Long 
743 AS & SL Roach Pty Ltd 
744 Dennick Pty Ltd 
745 Paul Dennis Cawthorne 
746 Bruce Edward Chambers 
747 Lance Chambers 
748 Aliocean Pty Ltd 
749 Jarrod Brett Chambers 
750 Shirley J Galpin 
751 Shannon J Moran 
752 Beverley May Fabris 
753 Meridian Enterprises (S.E.) Pty. Ltd. 
754 Roger M Cutting 
755 Lewis R Dawson 
756 Andrew Scott Dening 
757 Roach Fishing Investments Pty Ltd 
758 Jade Fisheries Pty Ltd 
759 DHR Dunsford Investments Pty Ltd 
760 Northumberland Bay Pty Ltd 
761 Christan Nominees Pty Ltd 
762 Shelley A Williams 
763 Christopher Milton Richards 
764 Mark K Moody 
765 Judith Helen Feast 
766 Sharon L Perryman 
767 Adam Joseph Feast 
768 Jeffrey William Feast 
769 Graham C Lucas 
770 D I & C M WILLIAMS PTY LTD 
771 Sampson Nominees Pty Ltd 
772 Edwin Trevor Gale 
773 Atlantis Asset Holdings Pty Ltd 
774 Gaetano Fabris 
775 Maria Fabris 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

776 Alberto Galli Pty Ltd 
777 Maria Grazia Galli 
778 Wayne J Galpin 
779 Stemar (SA) Pty Ltd 
780 Bryan William Gerloff 
781 Jamie L Telford 
782 Yoshiko Stynes 
783 Gregory B Von Stanke 
784 Terry James Moran 
785 Kenneth G Haines 
786 Jennifer Rita Haines 
787 Colin Hugh Milstead 
788 Harding Fishing Licence Pty Ltd 
789 John A Heaviside 
790 Colin Melvyn Hibberd 
791 Michael John Higgs 
792 ROBERT JOHN BOWD 
793 John Robert Howard 
794 Chambers Venture Pty Ltd 
795 Jeremy Ievins 
796 Christopher Jackway 
797 Jimmy Johnson 
798 David Kym Talbot 
799 Craig Andrew Clark 
800 A & G Sneath Pty Ltd 
801 Foreview Pty Ltd 
802 Gordon William Lewis 
803 Phillip John Lewis 
804 RJ Lewis Nominees Pty Ltd 
805 Jaeger Nominees Pty Ltd 
806 Warren Edward Ludwig 
807 STEPHEN CHARLES HIGGS 
808 Wooding Trading Pty Ltd 
809 Ocean Lady Investments Pty Ltd 
810 Peter James Smith 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

811 Lorraine Faye Kennett 
812 Ashrowan Pty Ltd 
813 Lisandra Pty Ltd 
814 Voyager P Fishing Pty Ltd 
815 Michael John McQuade 
816 PETER STUART ROACH 
817 David Paul Manser 
818 Barry J Williams 
819 Dennis Merrett 
820 David A Miller 
821 Kevin Grant Mules 
822 OzLobsters Pty Ltd 
823 Keyella Pty Ltd 
824 Robert Charles Morgan 
825 Jonathon Feast 
826 CH & KE Milstead Fishing Pty Ltd 
827 CHRISTOPHER JOHN SEALEY 
828 Neil Wesley Peterson 
829 A Patten & Sons Pty Ltd 
830 Drew Pegler 
831 Lukaquest Pty Ltd 
832 Allan Perryman 
833 Victor Grant Perryman 
834 DAVID JOHN MESSENGER 
835 Debra J Lewis 
836 Rosslyn Frances Granziera 
837 Kymlie Alfred Redman 
838 Regnier Fishing Co Pty Ltd 
839 Joel R Redman 
840 Paige Holdings Pty Ltd 
841 Stillwater Fishing Pty Ltd 
842 Leonard Glenn Le Cornu 
843 Robert J Shurdington 
844 PETER EDWARD WALTERS 
845 Kym G Elson 



ORG ID Name of Organisation 

846 Kevin Roy Slaughter 
847 Dennis Jon Smith 
848 Dimitris Spiridis 
849 Rothall Holdings Pty Ltd 
850 Yasmin Stehr 
851 Wade John Von Stanke 
852 QSFT Pty Ltd 
853 Best Ociana Seafood Pty Ltd 
854 JRC Fisheries Pty Ltd 
855 Christopher Troy Von Stanke 
856 Redman Fisheries Pty Ltd 
857 Ian Edward Taylor 
858 Gary John Chambers 
859 Frederick Mark Thorn 
860 John D Wakelin 
861 David P Lawrie 
862 Pamela Rose Hales 
863 Dean C Woodward 
864 Bradley Colin Wilson 
865 Kim B Skeer 
866 Valerie Elaine Watson 
867 Scott Albert Gluyas 
868 Walter P Cooper 
869 Banning Oysters Pty Ltd 
870 Merbredean Pty Ltd 
871 Kaijay Investments Pty Ltd 
872 Graeme B Wilson 
873 Trevor Colin Wilson 
874 Peter W Woodward 
875 Atlantis Asset Management No 2 Pty Ltd 
876 Peter Robert Westley 
 
 



South Australia Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery – ORG IDs as listed in the table below ‘Record of Sardine Fishery licence holders’ 
Relevant Person/Organisation Identification Method 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery were identified as a relevant person in accordance with Section 25 (1) (d). 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery were identified via Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) SA, Fisheries public registers. 
 South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery is therefore a relevant person with functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the activities to be carried out under 

the Environment Plan. 
 
Functions, Interests and Activities (FIAs): The Sardine Fishery overlaps with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, based on the loss of well control low-threshold Environment that 
May Be Affected (EMBA). 
Information privacy status: In accordance with Reg 25(4), no sensitive information was noted. 

 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery as Tier Two commercial fisheries (see Appendix C4). Therefore, consultation with these fishers were 
undertaken as per the Tier Two methodology. If the fisher had already been consulted with due to holding a fishing licence in a Tier One commercial fishery, they were not recontacted, to avoid confusion 
regarding how they may be impacted. No response to the invitation to be consulted as a relevant person was received from these fishers, so no further correspondence was undertaken as per the Tier Two 
methodology and the commitment made in the cover letter. 

Consultation process 
Following the Tier Two methodology, consultation was undertaken proportional to the potential impacts. A cover letter (ABU2-ABU2-COFI-L-00009) and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00029), see 
Sufficient Information below, was provided inviting engagement.  
 
In relation to the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 assertion(s) and concern(s), as shown in the Assertions and Concerns table below.  
ConocoPhillips Australia informed the relevant person that they may request that particular information they provided in the consultation not be published in the cover letter included in the registered mail. 
 
Sufficient Information (Methodology EP Section 3.5) 
During the consultation process, information was provided to South Australian Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery to allow an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests or activities, as described above. The base level of information provided was:  
 Provided an outline of the project, including definitions of areas, survey locations and timing 
 Provided key information relevant to the fishery 
 Provided an environmental planning area description and map  
 Provided a map showing the overlap between the fishery and the EMBA 
 Informed how to seek consultation as a Relevant Person and provide feedback  
 Direction to the consultation hub 
 Assessment of State managed fisheries that have overlap with the EMBA 
 Outlined potential impacts to values and sensitivities  
 Reported on the development of the EP and the regulatory process  
 
Further information provided included: 
 Provided copy of the NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore environment plans brochure 
 Draft Environment Plan, available from the consultation hub   
 Q&A with frequently asked questions 
 
Information Received  
ConocoPhillips Australia received 0 information(s) from the relevant person. The information received is shown in the Information Received table below.  
 



Reasonable Period (Methodology EP Section 3.6) 
Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery were first contacted by ConocoPhillips Australia, with the base level of sufficient information listed above, about the activity by registered mail sent 10 
September 2024, 41 days before resubmission. 
 
During consultation  
During consultation, Commercial Fisher licence holders within the Sardine Fishery raised 0 objection(s) and claim(s) about the possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests, or activities.  
 

Record of Consultation 

Event IDs  Start Date Event Type Summary 

Multiple 10/09/2024 Letter – Registered Mail OUTGOING LETTER – REGISTERED MAIL: To individual regarding the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, sent 
correspondence regarding potential impact as a commercial fisher within the EMBA. Attached: 
- Cover letter: statement why the receiver is being contacted, what and where the activity is, why they may be relevant and how 
they may be affected, definition of Relevant Person, map of activity showing the Environment that May Be Affected and recipients 
fishery, invitation to engage, request to make contact if other FIA’s, contact details, link and QR code for consultation hub, sensitive 
information statement.  
- Information sheet 20 (South Australia and New South Wales State Commercial Fisheries): Description of activity, definition of 
Operational Areas and EMBA, key information on how NSW/SA state fisheries may be affected, map of operational area and 
EMBA, assessment of SA and NSW state fisheries overlap with EMBA, description of potential effects, Q&A (defining not seismic, 
describing VSP/well evaluation, encouraging contact if FIA’s outside of commercial fishing, direction to further information 
(consultation hub) and contact details. 
- NOPSEMA Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans brochure 

 
Record of Sardine Fishery licence holders 

ORG ID Name of Organisation 

877 Peter Anthony White 
878 Sardinops. Pty. Ltd 
 



 

C3: Supplementary 
Evidence 



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program 
in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet 
Australia’s energy needs. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek acceptance from 
the regulator for this exploration program. As part of EP 
development we will undertake consultation in line with 
a prescribed regulatory process. 

This information sheet outlines a consultation process 
we are proposing to undertake and we are inviting 
feedback on this process. 

Consultation

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
an exploration program in the offshore Otway 
Basin, off the coast of Victoria and King Island, 
Tasmania subject to EP acceptance and 
rig availability. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a 
conducive investment environment. 

•  Consultation will inform the identification, 
assessment and management of environmental 
impacts and risks during the development of 
the EP.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify 
authorities, individuals and organisations. 
who may have functions, interests or activities 
that may be affected by the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program that would like to 
be consulted as part of this process. 

Information Sheet 1 – February 2023 ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00009

KEY INFORMATION

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 
please have them contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com

T: 07 3182 7122

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

Have we missed anyone?

Otway Exploration Drilling Program



Our Approach 

The purpose of consultation is to ensure authorities, 
individuals and organisations that are potentially 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program are consulted and that their 
input is considered in both the development of 
the consultation processes and in the EP for this 
activity.  

Consultation provides an avenue to receive information, 

ask questions, provide feedback, identify additional 

environmental values and sensitivities, and raise issues 

and concerns about the activity and its environmental 

impacts and risks. 

Consultation informs our understanding of the 
environment in which our activity will take place. We 
are particularly interested to hear from individuals and 
organisations who may be affected by the proposed 
activity in areas including:  people and communities, 
heritage values, and ecological, social  and cultural 
features. This information provides valuable insight and 
local context that supports us identifying, assessing and 
effectively managing environmental impacts and risks.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to use various 
consultation methods and communication tools to 
identify and provide sufficient information for relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the 
possible consequences of the activity on them.



Our Approach  continued

These consultation methods may include:

• Community pop-ups and drop in sessions
• Workshops
• Technical committees/ groups
• Meetings and briefings (in person and/or online)
• Interactive forums

• Information sheets
• Telephone conversations
• Email and letters
• Website content
• Advertising

The way we plan to consult is outlined below. We welcome and invite feedback on the proposed approach.

Throughout EP development and consultation ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to identify 
and consult potentially affected authorities, individuals and organisations.

February 
2023 
OPEN

Notice of Preparation of an Environment Plan
We are sharing information and inviting feedback 
on the activity and our consultation process.

Establishing Context
We will share a description of the environment, the 
legislative requirements that apply and an outline 
of our preliminary impact and risk assessments.

Environmental Assessment
We will share our predictions of 
environmental impact and risk.

Environmental Impact and Risk Treatment
We will share our evaluations of environmental impact 
and risks and our proposed mitigations.

Initial Environment Plan Content Available
We will share draft Environment Plan content and invite 
you to raise additional concerns and provide feedback so 
your views can be taken into account before submission.

Submission to NOPSEMA
Consultation efforts will be paused to allow 
ConocoPhillips Australia to prepare the EP for 
submission to NOPSEMA and public comment. 

Ongoing Consultation
If the Environment Plan is accepted, consultation will 
continue while we prepare to undertake the activity and 
during the activity. 

March 
2023
OPEN

April 
2023
OPEN

May 
2023
OPEN

June 
2023 
OPEN

July 
2023
PAUSED

Post 
acceptance 
2023 
OPEN

Environment Plan Preparation and Consultation Timeline

Ongoing 
opportunity to 
raise objections 
or claims, provide 
feedback and 
request additional 
information about 
the proposed 
activity.



Understanding 
the environment

Understanding your functions, 
interests and activities

During the development of the EP for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program, we will undertake to 
identify environmental values and sensitivities and 
how these may be affected by the proposed activity. 

We will be seeking input through the consultation 
process to validate and better understand the 
environment we are proposing to work in. This will 
improve our predictions of impacts and risks and help 
to identify any additional measures that could be 
considered for adoption to manage environmental 
impacts and risks more effectively.

Environmental values and sensitivities typically include 
rare, important and/or sensitive physical, biological, 
ecological, social, economic and/or cultural features of 
the environment. 

Examples that are often referred to in EPs for 
offshore activities include:

•  Benthic (sea floor) communities and habitats, marine 
fauna and the quality of the water, sediment and biota 
(animal and plant life of a region or habitat)

•  World Heritage Values, National Heritage Values, the 
ecological character of declared RAMSAR wetlands, 
listed threatened species and ecological communities, 
listed migratory species and Marine Parks, and

•  Social and economic features of the environment 
including the rights of other users.

Other examples may include biologically important 
areas, habitats critical to the survival of listed species, key 
ecological features, marine and coastal industries, marine 
tourism and recreation, Commonwealth and State 
managed commercial fisheries, and cultural heritage 
features and values.

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to understand 
functions, interests or activities that may be 
affected by the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. This information, along with the 
assessment of impacts and risks, determines if an 
individual or organisation is a ‘relevant person’. A 
relevant person is a mandatory consultee under the 
Regulations and this information guides:  

a)  the degree to which a relevant person may be 
affected. 

b)   the type and form of information that should be 
provided to a relevant person to support their 
assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on them.

c)  an assessment of the level of participation in the 
consultation process required. 

To assist you determining if you are a relevant 
person, we have adopted the following definitions 
of functions, interests, and activities:

•  A function refers to a power or duty to do something.

•  Interests are any interest possessed above that of the 
general public. 

•  Activities are things a person or group already does. 

The level of participation required in the consultation 
process will vary (depending on, for example, the extent 
of the affect) and will be appropriate for the relevant 
person and the type of function, activity or interest. 

Take our consultation survey to determine 
if you may be a relevant person.

You can also use the QR code to provide 
instant feedback

Are you a relevant person?



Preparation of the EP  

ConocoPhillips Australia has a regulatory requirement to consult potentially affected  authorities, individuals

and organisations as part of the development of an EP.

In preparing the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to keep all records of all interactions and correspondence 
which includes but is not limited to letters, emails, phone calls and records of meetings. This is submitted to 
NOPSEMA with the EP for assessment but is not available for public review as part of public comment.  

Within the EP ConocoPhillips Australia may choose to include a log of all interactions to demonstrate the extent 
of consultation undertaken in preparation of the EP. In this instance, key identifying information of individuals 
participating in consultation is removed and only a summary of the interaction is provided. 

In addition, a relevant person may request that information they provide throughout consultation not be published in 
the EP and ConocoPhillips Australia must comply with this request.

Map of Permit Areas



Questions   

and Answers

Why have I been sent this information sheet?

You are receiving this information sheet because 
ConocoPhillips Australia identified you or your 
organisation as potentially having a function, interest 
or activity that may be affected by our proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. We have a regulatory 
requirement to consult relevant persons as part of the 
development of an EP. 

How did ConocoPhillips Australia identify me? 

ConocoPhillips Australia undertook a global search for 
relevant persons to find authorities, organisations, or 
persons that may have functions, interests and activities 
potentially affected by the proposed activity. Increased 
efforts have been made closer to the activity location 
where the largest possible geographical area exposed 
to risks from the activity was searched through desktop 
investigation, database queries, online research, and 
other targeted search methods.  

We will also place paid advertisements throughout 
the development of the EP across a range of media 
platforms to encourage potentially affected  authorities, 
individuals and organisations to self-identify. 

What should I do if I want to be 
included in consultation?

If you want to be consulted, you will need to provide us 
with contact details and an indication of your functions, 
interests or activities that may be affected by the 
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.  Through 
the course of EP development, we will work with you 
to ensure the provision of sufficient information so you 
can make an informed assessment of the potential 
consequences of the activity to you. You will then need 
to provide ConocoPhillips Australia with feedback on 
the information provided.

What happens if I don’t respond to the 
information provided to me throughout the 
consultation process?

ConocoPhillips Australia will attempt to contact you 
multiple times using multiple methods to gather your 
feedback. Your feedback is important to us, this is why 
we ask you to provide a number of contact methods.

I think someone I know should be a relevant 
person, what should I do?

Please share this information sheet with them and 
encourage them to contact us.

What should I do if I don’t want to be consulted? 

If you don’t want to be consulted as part of EP 
development, please contact us. It’s important to note 
that you can opt out of consultation by telling us that 
you no longer wish to be consulted for the EP. This 
decision can be reversed at any time by opting back 
into the consultation process by advising us. 

How do I arrange a meeting with 
ConocoPhillips Australia?

Contact us using any of the contact points listed below.

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and 
feedback and invites consultation with individuals, 
groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the 
development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a 
meeting and ask questions on the proposed activity 
by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. 

The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin 
which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

About the Otway Exploration Program

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval and 
rig availability. The initial activity will be seabed assessments 
which will commence no earlier than January 2024. 

Proposed Exploration Activity Overview 

2024 - 2028

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
an exploration program in the offshore Otway 
Basin, off the coast of Victoria and King Island, 
Tasmania subject to EP acceptance and 
rig availability. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a 
conducive investment environment.

•  The proposed exploration program will involve 
seabed surveys and drilling up to a maximum of 
six exploration wells.

•  The exploration program will commence no 
earlier than January 2024, subject to an accepted 
EP being in place.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is currently preparing 
an EP for these activities and will undertake 
consultation prior to submitting the EP to 
the National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment.

Information Sheet 2 – February 2023 ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00010

KEY INFORMATION

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 
please have them contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com

T: 07 3182 7122

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

Have we missed anyone?

Otway Exploration Drilling Program



Map of Permit Areas



Activity Phases

An overview of the activity phases involved in drilling an exploration well is provided below. 

A seabed survey is undertaken across all drilling locations to identify possible hazards and natural features which 
may impact anchoring. Common seabed survey equipment includes: multi-beam echosounders, side scan sonars, 
subbottom profilers and magnetometers.

Each well will take a maximum of 90 days to drill but typically takes 30-40 days. The extra time accounts for potential 
operational delays and environmental constraints like severe weather events. After a well is completed the drilling rig 
is moved to the next location.

Seabed Survey
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1. Rig towed to site 2. Anchors laid on seabed
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A drilling rig is towed to the drilling location. Anchors are laid on the seabed and can be laid prior to 
or on arrival of the drilling rig.



3. Top hole constructed 

5. Drill and construct well to gas reservoir 

4.  Marine riser and blow-out preventer 
(BOP) installed 

6. Well permanently plugged and abandoned 
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The top hole is drilled and then cased with cement and 
steel. The top hole is approximately 1m in diameter.

Supply boats will regularly service the rig throughout 
the drilling process.

In the event that a gas reservoir is discovered, the well 
may be tested by flowing gas to the surface for analysis 
and then flaring through the flare boom. 

The marine riser returns drilling fluids and cuttings to 
the drilling rig for reconditioning, recirculation and/or 
discharge. The BOP is an assembly of specialised safety 
valves put in place before drilling into the reservoir and 
is used in the unlikely event of an emergency to control 
well pressure and prevent a loss of well control release.

Cement plugs are placed within the well as part of a 
process called plug and abandonment. The marine 
riser, BOP and wellhead are removed so no equipment 
is protruding from the seabed. The anchors are then 
removed so the drilling rig can be towed to the next 
drilling location or demobilised from the area on 
completion of the program.



About ConocoPhillips:

Regulatory Framework  

Offshore petroleum activities are regulated under the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 
2006 (OPGGS Act) which requires an accepted EP to be 
in place for the proposed exploration program. 

An EP is a comprehensive document that provides 
information on the proposed activities and interactions 
with the marine, socio-economic and cultural heritage 
environment. The EP will describe and assess the 
environmental impacts and risks associated with the 
proposed activities. It also outlines control measures to 
avoid, minimise and mitigate environmental impacts 
and risks. 

Consultation 

As part of EP development ConocoPhillips Australia 
will undertake consultation in line with a prescribed 
regulatory process. Information will be provided to 
authorities, individuals and organisations so that they 
can understand the potential consequences of the 
exploration drilling program on things that they value 
and/or activities they undertake. Feedback provided 
to ConocoPhillips will be considered in the design and 
conduct of our activities.

Under the OPGGS Act all records of consultation 
including emails, phone calls and meetings, are 
required to be submitted to NOPSEMA with the EP for 
assessment. 

Australia Pacific LNG Facility on Curtis Island.

ConocoPhillips is the one of the world’s largest independent exploration and production companies and has 
operated in the offshore environment for more than 75 years. We are committed to our role in responsibly 
accessing, developing and producing oil and natural gas to help meet the world’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia was established almost two decades ago. Headquartered in Brisbane, Queensland, 
we are a 47.5 percent shareholder in Australia Pacific LNG and operate the LNG facility on Curtis Island. We 
are also pursuing exploration opportunities in Australia. In Australia we have a proud track record of safety, 
environmental and social performance and are an active and valued member of the communities in which 
we operate.



Questions   

and Answers

What is a seabed survey?

Seabed surveys are an important safety and 
environmental measure undertaken ahead of drilling 
activities. They typically involve geophysical and 
geotechnical sampling techniques that identify possible 
hazards and benthic habitat to inform exploration well 
and drilling rig anchor placement.

Seabed surveys typically take about a week to complete 
at each drilling location.

How is a seabed survey different from a 
seismic survey?
Seabed surveys are designed specifically to map the 
seabed and directly below the seabed (up to ~100 m), 
whereas seismic surveys are designed to image the 
subsurface up to several kilometres below the seabed.

Sound generated from seabed survey sampling 
techniques is significantly lower in intensity and 
duration than sound produced from a seismic array. 

How will environmental impacts be assessed 
in the EP?

Exploration activities do not operate to a no-impact 
standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
define the acceptable level of impact and work below 
that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established 
based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific 
studies, government advice, and are considerate of the 
information gathered through the consultation process. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will utilise this information to 
make predictions of the levels of impact we expect to 
occur and compare those to the previously defined 
acceptable levels. Our assessment is then scrutinised by 
NOPSEMA who will determine if the EP demonstrates 
that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity 
will be of an acceptable level and that the EP meets 
all of the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
2009.

How will impacts to commercial fishing 
and commercial marine users be managed?

The proposed exploration activities will occur 
in designated Commonwealth and state fishery 
management areas. The seabed survey and drilling 
activities require access to relatively small areas for short 
periods of time. However, these activities may displace 
commercial fishing activities and other commercial 
marine users. ConocoPhillips Australia will consult with 
commercial fishers and other marine users to ensure 
impacts from displacement are assessed and mitigated.

Will there be exclusion zones?

Yes, two types of exclusion zones will be in place at set 
times and locations. 

Exclusion zone – All vessels will be required to abide 
by a cautionary zone which covers a 2 km radius 
around the drilling rig once in position. This zone is 
to allow for anchors, mooring chains and wire to be 
placed within the operational area during the drilling 
program. 

Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ) – The PSZ is a formal 
500 m radius safety exclusion zone around each 
drilling location and will be communicated via a 
‘Notice to Mariners’ by the Australian Hydrographic 
Office (AHO). 

How will impacts to the marine environment 
be managed?

During preparation of the EP, ConocoPhillips 
Australia will build on our knowledge and identify 
current, peer reviewed literature and research on the 
impacts of our activities to the marine environment, 
particularly in relation to impacts to marine mammals 
and commercially fished species. Through relevant 
persons engagement we will aim to gain a deeper 
understanding of potential concerns and use this 
knowledge to help us minimise our impacts and 
protect ecological, social, economic and cultural 
values and sensitivities.



What are the typical environmental impacts associated with an exploration program?

Typical impacts associated with exploration activities are provided in the table below. ConocoPhillips Australia will 
conduct a detailed assessment of impacts specific to the proposed exploration program and unique operating 
environment. We will present these in the EP along with information on how these impacts will be managed and 
mitigated. 

Aspect Activity Impacts

Seabed Disturbance •   Seabed Survey

•   Drilling

•   Seabed samples may be collected during seabed surveys, 
resulting in localised disturbance of the seabed. 

•   Anchor placement and drilling activities will result in 
localised seabed smothering and increased turbidity.  

•   Impacts are expected to affect localised areas within a 2 
km radius of each well. 

Underwater Sound 
Emissions

•   Seabed Survey

•   Drilling

•   Seabed survey activities typically emit levels of sound 
similar to other vessel activities for short durations 
(typically ~1 week per drilling location.). 

•   Underwater sound from drilling and support vessel 
activities has the potential to cause physiological impacts 
near the source and behavioural impacts to marine fauna 
within tens of kilometres depending on operations and 
location. 

Atmospheric Emissions •   Seabed Survey

•   Drilling

•   Atmospheric emissions from survey and drilling activities 
are localised and rapidly disperse in the vicinity of the 
vessels and rig.

Planned Vessel/Rig 
Discharges

•   Seabed Survey

•   Drilling

•   Routine discharges from support vessels and drilling rigs 
are similar to passing ships and other vessel discharges, 
which are managed to relevant standards and expected 
to disperse rapidly.

Planned Drilling 
Discharges

•   Drilling •   Cement, cuttings and drilling fluid discharges occur 
during drilling activities resulting in temporary 
environmental effects out to tens of metres from each 
well. 

Interference with Other 
Marine Users

•   Seabed Survey

•   Drilling

•   Seabed surveys are undertaken by vessels over short 
durations (typically 1-week per drilling location) and cover 
small areas. 

•   Drilling rigs are stationary while drilling and are attended 
by support vessels who monitor a 500 m Petroleum Safety 
Zone and larger (typically 2 km radius) cautionary area to 
support safe operations. Notice to Mariners are issued and 
standard maritime safety precautions are in place.

Light and Visual Amenity •   Drilling •   The drilling rig may be visible from nearby coastlines while 
in transit and during drilling. 

•   Flaring may be required over a few days at each drilling 
location and may also be visible from nearby coastlines.  



What are the typical environmental risks 
considered in an EP?

Typical environmental risks that could occur 
and are assessed in exploration EPs include:

Vessel based risks, which include:

•   Loss of material or waste overboard

•   Interactions with marine fauna

•   Introduction and establishment of 
invasive marine species

Hydrocarbon related risks, which include:

•   Minor loss of containment

•   Marine diesel oil releases

•   Loss of well control releases

How are oil spill risks managed?

An Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) is required 
to be submitted with the EP to NOPSEMA. The OPEP 
details the arrangements in place for responding to, 
monitoring and managing the highly unlikely release 
of hydrocarbons during the exploration program. The 
OPEP is based on the most conservative (i.e. worst-case) 
credible scenarios to ensure that the arrangements in 
place are adequate for any event. 

Why is ConocoPhillips Australia continuing to 
explore for natural gas?

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves that can be 
developed to contribute towards energy security for the 
Australian east coast domestic market. 

As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips Australia has made a 
commitment to undertake exploration activities within 
timeframes agreed by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 

What happens if ConocoPhillips Australia 
finds natural gas?

Exploration wells are drilled to confirm the presence 
or absence of natural gas reserves. Further drilling may 
be required to determine if commercial quantities 
of natural gas are present. If it is feasible to develop 
the discovered gas resource ConocoPhillips Australia 
would prepare an Offshore Project Proposal (OPP) 
detailing future development plans that may lead to 
production of natural gas. The development of the 
OPP would involve consultation and public comment 
prior to assessment by NOSPEMA. If an OPP is accepted, 
individual EPs, including relevant persons consultation, 
would still be required for subsequent development 
and production activities.

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites consultation with individuals, groups 
and organisations potentially affected by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions on the proposed activity by 
contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com

T: 07 3182 7122

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration drilling program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory approval and rig 
availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-based seabed survey that will commence no earlier than January 2024.

This information sheet summarises the next phase of our Environment Plan development and consultation, where 
we will be establishing the context of our proposed activity. We are now able to share a more detailed description 
of our activity and the existing environment, and a preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment, as well as 
information on the legislative requirements that apply to our activity.

We have also created an online mapping tool where individuals, organisations and associations can share feedback 
about locations of environmental values and sensitivities.

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Permit Areas 

Project Update

Information Sheet 3 – May 2023 ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00011

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an 
exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin and 
is preparing an Environment Plan (EP) which will be 
submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for 
public comment and assessment . Any decision to proceed 
to development will be dependent on a conducive 
investment environment.

•  A preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment 
has been developed to inform ongoing EP development 
and to support consultation. 

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is now looking for feedback on 
values and sensitivities within the environmental planning 
area to help inform our assessments. 

•  Individuals, organisations and associations are invited to 
share feedback on locations with values and sensitivities 
through an online interactive map via the consultation hub.

KEY INFORMATION



ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves that can be 
developed to contribute towards energy security for the 
Australian east coast domestic market. As a titleholder, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to 
undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake 
an exploration program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 
in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in 
Commonwealth waters offshore of Victoria and King 
Island, Tasmania, as outlined below. 

During drilling, three types of exclusion zones will be in 
place at set times and locations:

•  Safe Navigation Area – A 500 m radius safe 
navigation area will be established around seabed 
survey vessels and any towed equipment when 
conducting seabed surveys.

•  Petroleum Safety Zone – A 500 m radius petroleum 
safety zone will be enforced around each drilling 
location once the drilling rig is in position. 

•  Cautionary Zone – A 2 km radius cautionary zone 
will be established around the drilling rig once in 
position. This zone will cover the area of seabed 
anchors and mooring equipment and will be 
maintained by support vessels.

Activity Overview 

Exclusion Zones

Parameter Seabed Survey Drilling

The broadest timeframe and spatial extent of the activity

Earliest start date 1 January 2024 1 October 2024

Latest finish date 31 December 2028 31 December 2028

Maximum number of locations 9 (to support confirmation of final 
drilling locations)

6 (2 firm wells and up to 4 optional 
wells).

Spatial extent (within which 
activity can occur)

Operational Areas within T/49P and 
Vic/P79

Operational Areas within T/49P 
and Vic/P79

Narrowing the timing and location of the activities to the current best estimates

Maximum duration 1 week per seabed survey location Up to 90 days of drilling per 
location

Spatial extent (within which 
activity can occur)

324 km2 (Nine locations, each 6 x 6 
km) within Operational Areas

75 km2 (Six locations, each a 
2 km radius Drilling Area) 
within Operational Areas



The Environmental Planning Area has been established as the largest physical area ConocoPhillips Australia will 
use for planning the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and includes the marine environment and a 
1 km buffer into coastal areas. This area has been established to support the identification of marine and coastal 
environmental values and sensitivities, and relevant persons and organisations with functions, interests and activities 
that may be affected by the proposed activity.

Environmental Planning Area Map 

Environmental Planning Area Map

The marine environment of the offshore Otway Basin, 
Victoria is a diverse and dynamic ecosystem that 
supports a range of important physical, ecological, 
socio-economic and cultural activities and values. 
Understanding the existing environment creates 
a reference point from where we can evaluate the 
impacts and risks of the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. The existing conditions are also used 
to determine the significance of the impacts and risks 
and to identify any necessary mitigation measures, 
management strategies or additional baseline studies.

The Environmental Planning Area encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine species including fish, 
crustaceans, birds, marine turtles, marine mammals and 
kelp forests. The marine environment also supports a 
range of cultural values and socio-economic activities 
including, but not limited to, commercial fishing, 
shipping, gas production and recreational activities.

The table below provides an overview of environmental 
considerations and why they are assessed in an 
Environment Plan. 

Understanding the Existing Environment



Environmental Component Understanding Required Sub-components 
Considered

Physical 
Environment

The physical environment 
refers to the non-living 
natural elements of an 
ecosystem

Understanding the physical 
environment is essential for 
comprehending the functioning of 
an ecosystem and for developing 
sustainable management practices 
that preserve and enhance the 
ecological, socio-economic and 
cultural values of the environment.

•  Water quality. 
•  Sediment quality.
•  Air quality.
•  Climate.
•  Ambient light.
•  Ambient sound.

Ecological 
Environment

The ecological environment 
refers to the living 
components of an 
ecosystem, as well as 
their interactions with 
each other and with the 
nonliving elements of the 
environment. 

Understanding the ecological 
environment is important for 
conserving biodiversity, preserving 
the integrity and functioning of 
ecosystems and supporting the 
livelihoods of communities.

•  Benthic habitats and 
communities.

•  Coastal habitats and 
communities.

•  Plankton 
invertebrates.

•  Fish.
•  Birds.
•  Marine reptiles
•  Marine mammals
•  Conservation values 

and sensitivities.

Socio-
economic 
Environment

The socio-economic 
environment refers 
to the social and 
economic relationships 
between people and the 
environment including the 
physical, psychological and 
economic elements that 
shape human well-being.

Understanding the socio-economic 
environment is critical for developing 
effective and equitable environmental 
management strategies that balance 
the needs of people with the 
conservation of the environment.

•  Coastal communities.
•  Commercial fisheries.
•  Defence activities.
•  Offshore petroleum 

activities.
•  Offshore renewable 

energy activities.
•  Other offshore 

infrastructure.
•  Tourism. 
•  Recreational diving 

and fishing.
•  Shipping.

Cultural 
Environment

The cultural environment 
refers to both First Nations 
and European cultures.

Understanding the cultural 
environment is critical for developing 
effective and equitable management 
strategies that consider cultural values 
and sensitivities that may be affected 
by environmental change.

•  First Nations Peoples.
•  Native Title.
•  Maritime 

archaeological 
heritage (including 
shipwrecks).

Table 1 Environmental Considerations



To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 
Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 
and associations to provide additional context and feedback on 
our proposed activity through an online collaborative mapping process.

Individuals, organisations and associations are encouraged to visit the 
consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) locations of interest 
or concern and provide additional information or comment on existing pins. 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic 
and/or cultural.

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities

Questions   

and Answers

What is an environmental value and sensitivity?

Environmental values and sensitivities include rare, 
important and/or sensitive physical, ecological, socio-
economic and/or cultural features of the environment. 
Examples from NOPSEMA are provided below:

•  The values and sensitivities of the marine 
environment may include benthic communities and 
habitats, marine fauna and the quality of the water, 
sediment and biota.

•  The values and sensitivities that exist in relation to 
Protected Matters (Part 3 EPBC Act) may include 
World Heritage Values, National Heritage Values, 
the ecological character of declared RAMSAR 
wetlands, listed threatened species and ecological 
communities, listed migratory species and Marine 
Parks.

•  The values and sensitivities of socio-economic 
features of the environment including the rights of 
other users which are to be managed responsibly.

Other examples may include biologically important 
areas, habitats critical to the survival of threatened 
species, key ecological features, marine and coastal 
industries (i.e., commercial shipping, Defence, 
petroleum exploration and production), marine 
tourism and recreation, and Commonwealth and State 
managed commercial fisheries, and cultural heritage 
features and values.

Will ConocoPhillips Australia only 
assess the Environmental Components 
and Sub-components listed above?

Through the feedback that we receive during 
consultation, we will continue building on our 
understanding and learnings of the environmental 
values and sensitivities during our Environment Plan 
process.  Those learnings that are predicted to cross-
over with our proposed activities will be carried through 
to the full assessment of impacts and risks which will 
be detailed in our EP and sent to the regulator for 
assessment. 

How will environmental impacts and 
risks be assessed in the EP?

Exploration activities do not operate to a zero-impact 
standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
define the acceptable level of impact, and work below 
that level. Acceptable levels of impact are established 
based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific 
studies, government advice, and are considerate of the 
information gathered through the consultation process.

The predicted levels of impact and risk expected 
to occur are then compared to the previously 
defined acceptable levels. This assessment is then 
scrutinised by the independent regulator, NOPSEMA, 
who will determine if the EP demonstrates that the 
environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be 
of an acceptable level and meets all the requirements 
of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2009.



If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 
please have them contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com

T: 07 3182 7122

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

Have we missed anyone?

Our Preliminary Environmental Impacts and Risk Assessment report and a list of currently identified legislative 
requirements are available online from the Consultation Hub Document Library.

We will be visiting Victorian and Tasmanian coastal communities throughout May and June to meet with local 
businesses and community groups and to host information sessions.  If you would like to be informed of upcoming 
information sessions to be held near you, please get in touch with us on otway@conocophillips.com

Can’t get to an information session? Register for our online webinar series via our consultation hub.

The next Webinar will be held on Wednesday 23 May 2023 commencing at 5pm AEST.

Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment 
and Relevant Legislative Requirements

Meet the Project Team

Webinar

Contact us

Register here

mailto:otway%40conocophillips.com?subject=Otway%20Exploration%20Drilling%20Program
http://conocophillips.com.au
mailto:otway%40conocophillips.com?subject=
mailto:otway%40conocophillips.com?subject=Meet%20the%20Project%20Team
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program


ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval 
and rig availability. The initial activity will be seabed 
assessments which will commence no earlier than 
January 2024.

We are committed to ensuring that commercial fishers 
and offshore petroleum activities can sustainably coexist, 
that impacts are limited to interference to no greater 
extent than is necessary and that commercial fishers are 
no worse off as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program.

This information sheet summarises the ongoing 
assessment of potential impacts and risks to the 
commercial fishing industry arising from ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program.

Figure 1 shows the permit areas and operational areas, 
within which exploration activities may occur.

Commercial Fishing

Information Sheet 4 – May 2023 ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00012

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin and 
is preparing an Environment Plan which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to 
proceed to development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment.

•  The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is located within existing designated Commonwealth and 
State fisheries. Exploration drilling activities will occur in only very small areas within the fisheries area.

•  Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79. 
This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. 

•  A preliminary assessment of potential impacts and risks to the commercial fishing industry has identified that:

 •  Commercial fishers may be temporarily displaced from parts of the fisheries during exploration activities. 
Any displacement, i.e. through exclusion zones, would be communicated in a timely manner.

 •  Impacts to fish and marine invertebrates from planned activities are predicted to be short term, 
limited within 10s to 100s of meters and will not affect the long-term sustainability of fisheries.

 •  Potential risks from unplanned events have been identified and mitigation and management 
measures are being developed.

KEY INFORMATION



Map of Permit Areas
Figure 1

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

1 -38° 25’ 3.131” 142° 4’ 39.232”

2 -38° 26’ 53.079” 142° 15’ 4.888”

3 -38° 29’ 54.69” 142° 15’ 4.894”

4 -38° 29’ 54.686” 142° 20’ 4.889”

5 -38° 39’ 54.694” 142° 20’ 4.908”

6 -38° 39’ 54.686” 142° 30’ 4.896”

7 -38° 54’ 54.697” 142° 30’ 4.924”

8 -38° 54’ 54.693” 142° 35’ 4.918”

9 -38° 59’ 54.697” 142° 35’ 4.927”

10 -38° 59’ 54.693” 142° 40’ 4.921”

12 -39° 4’ 54.696” 142° 40’ 4.93”

14 -39° 4’ 54.692” 142° 45’ 4.924”

15 -38° 54’ 54.684” 142° 45’ 4.905”

16 -38° 54’ 54.679” 142° 50’ 4.899”

17 -39° 11’ 54.694” 142° 50’ 4.933”

18 -39° 11’ 54.697” 142° 44’ 55.692”

19 -39° 11’ 18.194” 142° 44’ 49.999”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

20 -39° 11’ 54.708” 142° 30’ 4.951”

21 -39° 9’ 54.707” 142° 30’ 4.949”

22 -39° 9’ 54.71” 142° 25’ 4.953”

23 -39° 4’ 14.315” 142° 25’ 4.946”

24 -38° 59’ 54.705” 142° 25’ 4.938”

25 -38° 59’ 54.709” 142° 20’ 4.943”

26 -38° 54’ 54.706” 142° 20’ 4.935”

27 -38° 54’ 54.711” 142° 15’ 4.94”

28 -38° 49’ 54.706” 142° 15’ 4.932”

29 -38° 49’ 54.714” 142° 5’ 4.941”

30 -38° 44’ 54.71” 142° 5’ 4.932”

31 -38° 44’ 54.713” 142° 0’ 4.935”

32 -38° 28’ 31.755” 142° 0’ 4.902”

33 -39° 11’ 54.684” 143° 5’ 4.92”

34 -39° 11’ 56.572” 143° 17’ 52.217”

35 -39° 12’ 0.644” 143° 21’ 13.397”

36 -39° 12’ 1.03” 143° 22’ 24.381”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

37 -39° 11’ 54.664” 143° 30’ 4.89”

38 -39° 17’ 17.3” 143° 22’ 41.264”

39 -39° 19’ 27.132” 143° 25’ 13.929”

40 -39° 24’ 0.371” 143° 23’ 0.444”

41 -39° 23’ 55.841” 143° 24’ 47.592”

42 -39° 30’ 55.847” 143° 24’ 57.913”

43 -39° 30’ 47.539” 143° 30’ 1.633”

44 -39° 34’ 54.676” 143° 30’ 4.921”

45 -39° 35’ 2.601” 143° 31’ 58.008”

46 -39° 34’ 54.673” 143° 35’ 4.905”

47 -39° 44’ 54.677” 143° 35’ 4.906”

48 -39° 44’ 54.675” 143° 40’ 4.882”

49 -40° 19’ 54.686” 143° 40’ 4.966”

50 -40° 19’ 47.484” 143° 33’ 41.868”

51 -40° 19’ 48.944” 143° 30’ 10.185”

52 -40° 14’ 49.127” 143° 29’ 56.024”

53 -40° 14’ 47.42” 143° 23’ 40.631”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

54 -40° 12’ 5.982” 143° 23’ 34.74”

55 -40° 12’ 7.05” 143° 21’ 24.852”

56 -40° 8’ 39.816” 143° 21’ 12.975”

57 -40° 8’ 39.34” 143° 19’ 41.017”

58 -40° 19’ 54.707” 143° 10’ 4.993”

59 -40° 4’ 54.701” 143° 10’ 4.976”

60 -40° 4’ 54.697” 143° 15’ 4.971”

61 -39° 39’ 54.688” 143° 15’ 4.942”

62 -39° 33’ 0.546” 143° 17’ 31.908”

63 -39° 39’ 54.691” 143° 10’ 4.947”

64 -39° 37’ 47.264” 143° 10’ 8.348”

65 -39° 34’ 54.689” 143° 10’ 4.941”

66 -39° 34’ 54.692” 143° 5’ 4.946”

67 -39° 29’ 54.69” 143° 5’ 4.94”

68 -39° 29’ 54.694” 143° 0’ 4.945”

69 -39° 24’ 54.692” 143° 0’ 4.939”

70 -39° 24’ 54.689” 143° 5’ 4.934”

71 -39° 21’ 31.898” 143° 5’ 7.348”

Coordinates



Several Commonwealth and State fisheries (with recorded activity in the last five years) have been identified within 
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program’s permit areas.

Assessment of Commercial Fishing

Commonwealth Fisheries
State Fisheries

Victoria Tasmania

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery

•  Commonwealth Trawl Sector
•  Scalefish Hook Sector
•  Gillnet Hook Trap Sector Shark Gillnet sub-sector
•  Gillnet Hook Trap Sector Shark Hook sub-sector

Giant Crab Fishery Giant Crab Fishery

Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery
Rock Lobster
Fishery

Rock Lobster
Fishery

Southern Squid Jig Fishery

Wrasse 
(Ocean)
Fishery

Octopus
Fishery

Eastern Tuna Billfish
Multi-species
Ocean
Fisheries



Potential Effects on day-to-day Fishing Operations

1. Location

Drilling will be undertaken at up to a maximum of 
six locations that are yet to be determined, but will 
be entirely within the permit areas. Once prioritised 
drilling locations are identified, seabed surveys will be 
conducted to identify possible hazards and natural 
features which may impact operations. Up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells will be drilled over 
both permit areas, with each taking typically between 
30 to 40 days to complete. Specific seabed survey and 
drilling locations will be communicated with commercial 
fisheries prior to commencement.

2. Exclusion Zones

Exclusion zones are in place as a safety precaution for 
fishing vessels and crew as well as drilling equipment 
and crew. These zones allow anchors and mooring 
equipment to be placed within the operational area 
during the drilling program and prevent interactions or 
collisions with equipment or between vessels. Exclusion 
zones will be communicated via a ‘Notice to Mariners’ 
by the Australian Hydrographic Office. Three types 
of exclusion zones will be in place at set times and 
locations during the program:

•  Safe Navigation Area – A 500 m radius safe 
navigation area will be established around seabed 
survey vessels and any towed equipment when 
conducting seabed surveys.

•  Cautionary zone – a 2 km radius cautionary zone 
will be established around the drilling rig and once 
in position. This zone will cover the area of seabed 
anchors and mooring equipment and will be 
maintained by support vessels.

•  Petroleum Safety Zone – A 500 m radius petroleum 
safety zone will be enforced around the drilling rig 
once in position at each drilling location.

3. Timing and Duration

Up to nine seabed surveys may be completed, each 
expected to take approximately 1 week to complete. 
Surveys will commence no earlier than January 2024.

For drilling, each well will typically take between 30 to 40 
days, and a maximum of 90 days to complete accounting 
for operational delays and weather events.

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may interfere with the 
operation of Commonwealth and State fisheries and result in temporary displacement. There are three key 
aspects to potential displacement:



ConocoPhillips Australia has assessed the potential for interactions between our planned activities and unplanned 
events that could affect commercially targeted fish and marine invertebrates such as the southern rock lobster.

The following table describes these events.

Potential interactions with commercial fishing

Aspect Activity Commercially 
relevant species

Assessment

Planned
Underwater sound 
(Impulsive)

Seabed survey 
operations

• Marine invertebrates
• Fish

Seabed surveys involve a range of geophysical 
assessment techniques with the most potentially 
environmentally impactive method being Sub-bottom 
Profiling (SBP). SBP uses an impulsive acoustic source 
to penetrate typically less than 100 metres into the 
seafloor to identify shallow geological hazards prior 
to drilling. The sound levels emitted during SBP do 
not reach or exceed any of the relevant thresholds 
for effects on fish, fish eggs and larvae or marine 
invertebrates. 

Well evaluation 
operations 
(during drilling)

An evaluation will be performed on all drilled wells to 
determine the well’s ability to produce hydrocarbons. 
This may include a range of tests, with the most 
potentially environmentally impactive being Vertical 
Seismic Profiling (VSP).   

Fish and benthic invertebrates may be sensitive to the 
impulsive sound emitted from this activity, however, 
the short duration (maximum 20 hours per well), along 
with the likelihood of negative affect being restricted 
to within a few hundred metres of the source, reduce 
the potential for impacts to these species. 

Further, fish are expected to exhibit avoidance 
behaviour and swim away when sound reaches levels 
which may cause physiological effects1. 

Underwater Sound 
(Continuous) 

Drilling rig and 
support vessel 
operations

• Marine invertebrates
• Fish

Drilling and support vessel operations are expected to 
occur 24 hours a day for typically 30-40 days per well. 
Sound produced by these activities is predicted to 
reach the levels associated with physiological effects, 
recoverable injury and temporary threshold shift (TTS 
or temporary injury) for some fish species within 10 
metres to the sound sources. For effect thresholds to 
be exceeded, fish would have to remain continuously 
at those distances for either 12 hours (temporary injury 
threshold) or 48 hours (recoverable injury threshold). 

Although there are no threshold criteria relevant to 
marine invertebrates for continuous sound, there is 
the potential for sub-lethal impacts2.  

Routine Operational 
Discharges 

Seabed survey 
vessel, drilling 
rig and support 
vessel operations

• Marine invertebrates
• Fish

Discharges from seabed survey vessels, the drilling 
rig and support vessels will be of low toxicity and 
dilute rapidly within the marine environment. These 
discharges are typical of marine vessels and are treated 
to meet relevant standards.  

Routine Drilling 
Discharges

Drilling rig 
operations

• Marine invertebrates
• Fish

Cement, cuttings and drilling fluid discharges occur 
during drilling activities, resulting in localised and 
temporary changes in water quality, but will dilute 
rapidly within the marine environment. 



Potential Effects on day-to-day Fishing Operations  continued

1 As accepted by McCauley (1994) in Environmental Implications of Offshore Oil and Gas Developments in Australia: Seismic Surveys.

2 Day et al (2020), Lobsters with pre-existing damage to their mechanosensory statocyst organs do not incur further damage to exposure 
to seismic air gun signals (Lobsters with pre-existing damage to their mechanosensory statocyst organs do not incur further damage from 
exposure to seismic air gun signals - ScienceDirect)

Aspect Activity Commercially 
relevant species

Assessment

Unplanned Events
Introduction of 
Invasive Marine 
Species  

Seabed survey 
vessel, drilling 
rig and support 
vessel operations

• Marine invertebrates
• Fish

Drilling will occur in deep, well mixed waters which 
are unfavourable conditions for most invasive marine 
species. ConocoPhillips Australia will implement 
its Marine Assurance System and Invasive Marine 
Species Risk Assessment process to mitigate the risk 
of introduction, and vessels operating within permit 
areas will comply with Australian requirements for 
ballast water and biofouling management.

Accidental 
hydrocarbon release

Seabed survey 
vessel, drilling 
rig and support 
vessel operations

• Marine invertebrates
• Fish

In the unlikely event of an accidental hydrocarbon 
release, an exclusion zone will be put in place resulting 
in the displacement of fishing activities.  

ConocoPhillips Australia and their contractors will 
have tested plans in place to support an effective 
and timely response to minimise the duration of any 
effects, including: 

•  A Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan or 
Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan, 
depending on the class of vessel.

•  An Oil Pollution Emergency Plan. 

•  A Source Control Emergency Response Plan.  

In addition, an Operational and Scientific Monitoring 
Program will be implemented to ensure that potential 
impacts to commercial fisheries are assessed and 
monitored to recovery.  

Impacts to fisheries from a hydrocarbon spill are 
expected to be limited to small numbers of juvenile 
fish, larvae and plankton, and are not expected to 
affect population viability or recruitment, or the long-
term sustainability of the fisheries.

Interaction with 
Marine Fauna

Seabed survey 
vessel, drilling 
rig and support 
vessel operations

• Fish Given the underwater sound emitted during 
exploration activities, fish are expected to exhibit 
avoidance behaviours resulting in a low likelihood of 
interaction. ConocoPhillips Australia will implement 
additional measures to minimise the risk of interaction, 
including: 

•  Reducing vessel speeds within operational areas.  

•  Minimising the number of vessels within 
operational areas at any one time; and 

•  Implementing procedures to detect and protect 
marine fauna. 



Questions   

and Answers

How is ConocoPhillips Australia consulting 
commercial fishers for the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program?

The proposed exploration activities will occur 
in designated Commonwealth and State fishery 
management areas. The seabed survey and drilling 
activities require access to relatively small areas for short 
periods of time, however, these activities may displace 
commercial fishing activities and other commercial 
marine users. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has arrangements in place with 
Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV), the Tasmanian Seafood 
Industry Council (TSIC) and Tuna Australia to be the 
primary point for consultation with their members. 
All members may choose to engage directly with 
ConocoPhillips Australia at any point to represent their 
individual interests. To do this, contact ConocoPhillips 
Australia on the details below. 

All other commercial fishers will be consulted 
individually by ConocoPhillips Australia unless directed 
otherwise. 

We encourage commercial fishers to provide feedback, 
request a meeting and ask questions on the proposed 
activity by contacting us via the Otway Consultation 
Hub or email or telephone.

Will seismic surveys be used as part of the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program?

No, seismic survey is not part of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program.

The sound emitted by vessel operations and exploration 
drilling is a continuous sound. Whereas, the sound 
emitted during a marine seismic survey is a non-
continuous or impulsive sound. A number of studies 
predict that, for a range of species exposed to impulsive 
sounds, impacts occur at lower sound levels than for 
exposure to continuous sounds.

 -  Vertical seismic profiling (VSP) may be conducted 
over a maximum of 20 hours at each well, and may 
not be conducted at all depending on specific well 
appraisal objectives. The sound generated during VSP is 
significantly lower in intensity and duration than sound 
produced from a seismic array.

Seabed surveys are designed specifically to map the 
seabed and directly below the seabed (up to ~100 m), 
whereas seismic surveys are designed to image the 
subsurface up to several kilometres below the seabed. 
Sound generated from sub-bottom profiling during 
the seabed survey is significantly lower in intensity and 
duration than sound produced from a seismic array.

What is well evaluation and Vertical Seismic 
Profiling (VSP)?

Well evaluation is a process of assessing the potential of 
an oil or gas reservoir by drilling a well and conducting 
tests to measure its characteristics such as pressure, 
temperature and fluid properties.

One of the techniques used in well evaluation is called 
Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP).

VSP involves measuring the seismic response of the 
rock formations surrounding the well by sending sound 
waves into the ground and recording the reflections. 
The data collected from the VSP can be used to create 
a picture of the rock formations and determine the 
location and size of potential hydrocarbon reservoirs.

Fish and benthic invertebrates may be sensitive to the 
impulsive sound emitted during VSP. However, the short 
duration (maximum of 20 hours per well), along with 
the likelihood of negative effects being restricted to 
within a few hundred meters of the source, reduce the 
potential for impacts to these species.

VSP sound levels are not predicted to result in 
permanent or temporary threshold shift to marine 
mammals and only localised behavioural disturbance, 
and are significantly lower than those produced during 
3-dimensional (3D) marine seismic surveys.

Will ConocoPhillips Australia compensate 
commercial fishers if economically impacted?

Yes, ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having 
a commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place 
prior to the commencement of the drilling program. 
ConocoPhillips Australia will work in consultation with 
identified peak fishing industry associations to develop 
this protocol.



Questions   

and Answers

Will light impact commercial fishing species?

The National Light Pollution Guidelines (CoA 2020) 
do not provide specific guidance for the assessment 
of impacts to plankton, marine invertebrates or fish and, 
it is considered that impacts to these species are not 
likely to be significant.

Will dive-based fisheries be impacted?

Commercial divers have the potential to be impacted by 
underwater sound where certain exploration activities 
occur in close proximity to the shoreline and shallow 
waters. If vertical seismic profiling was to occur near the 
northern border of permit VIC/P79, Victorian dive-based 
fisheries would be impacted. Sound emissions from VSP 
will occur only once per well (maximum of six) for no 
longer than 20 hours. This activity has the potential to 
result in displacement for a maximum of 6 days over the 
entire exploration program for these fisheries, assuming 
all wells are drilled in the northern extent of VIC/P79, 
which is highly unlikely.

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine 
when and where drilling will occur?

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will be seabed surveys which will commence no earlier 
than January 2024.

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 

operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/
P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated 
with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed. 

The process for selecting drilling locations involves 
several steps, including the acquisition and processing 
of seismic data, interpretation of the data to select high 
probability of success targets, and efficiency of the 
program to prove up resources with the least amount 
of wells. A summary of current activities to support this 
effort are described below:

1.  Interpretation of seismic data: Skilled geoscientists 
analyse the processed data to identify potential 
drilling locations. They look for feature such as faults, 
folds and stratigraphic traps that could indicate the 
presence of hydrocarbons.

2.  Selection of high probability targets: After identifying 
potential drilling locations, geoscientists prioritise 
them based on their likelihood of success. They 
consider factors such as the quality and quantity of 
the reservoir, the geologic complexity of the area and 
the cost of drilling.

3.  Efficiency of the program: The goal is to prove up 
resources with the least number of wells, which 
involves optimising the drilling program whilst 
maximising the chance of success.

Overall, the process for selecting drilling locations is 
a complex and multidisciplinary effort that requires 
skilled professionals and advanced technology. It 
involves a careful balance of science, economics and 
risk management to ensure that drilling efforts are 
successful and efficient.

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us

continued



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval 
and drilling rig availability. The initial activity will be 
seabed assessments which will commence no earlier 
than January 2024.

This information sheet summarises the ongoing 
assessment of potential impacts and risks arising from 
air emissions and planned discharges associated with 
the Otway exploration drilling program. Figure 1 below 
shows the permit areas, within which exploration 
activities may occur, and the Environmental Planning 
Area that has been applied to ensure that far ranging 
environmental values and sensitivities are appropriately 
identified and considered.

About the Otway Exploration Program

Emissions and Discharges

Information Sheet 5 – May 2023 ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00013

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Environmental Planning Area Map

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
an exploration program in the Otway Basin and 
is preparing an Environment Plan which will be 
submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. 
Any decision to proceed to development will 
be dependent on a conducive investment 
environment. 

•  The EP will include a detailed assessment of 
potential impacts and risks arising from the air 
emissions and planned discharges associated with 
the Otway exploration drilling program.

•  A preliminary assessment of potential impacts 
associated with emissions and discharges has 
identified:

 •  Air emissions from seabed survey vessels, the 
drilling rig and support vessels have the potential 
to result in localised changes in air quality. 

 •  Planned discharges from survey vessels, the 
drilling rig and support vessels have the potential 
to result in localised changes to water quality 
that will quickly dissipate in the water column.

 •  Discharges from drilling operations, including 
drilling fluids and rock cuttings, cement, and 
small volumes of hydraulic fluid from testing 
subsea equipment, have the potential to result in 
localised changes to water and sediment quality. 

•  If you would like to ask questions or give feedback, 
see the contact details at the end of 
the document.

KEY INFORMATION



Type Potential impact Assessment

Air Emissions Operational activities and flaring 
involve the combustion of fuel 
which will primarily emit nitrogen 
dioxide, sulphur dioxide and 
carbon dioxide.  

These emissions will result in a 
localised reduction in air quality 
around the emission source and 
represent a source of greenhouse 
gases (GHGs).

These emissions are predicted to be small on a state, 
national and global scale, representing a minute 
contribution to the local airshed and overall GHG emissions, 
and will dissipate rapidly.

Impacts from a reduction in air quality are expected to be 
short-term and limited to the immediate vicinity of the 
emission source, well within 2 km of each drilling area or 
vessel.

Long-term impacts from the increase of GHGs in the 
atmosphere have been shown to contribute to the global 
impacts of climate change which has numerous direct and 
indirect impacts on various sensitive receptors.

Type Potential impact Assessment

Planned 
Discharges

Planned discharges will cause 
temporary and localised changes 
in water quality in the immediate 
environment surrounding the source. 
This change has the potential to 
affect fauna behaviour (e.g. increase 
scavenging behaviour) but is unlikely to 
cause injury or mortality to fauna.

Routine discharges are required to be treated to meet 
the International Convention for the Prevention of 
Pollution from Ships (known as MARPOL).

Consequently, impacts will be highly localised and 
temporary, as the treated discharges are quickly 
broken down by microbial activity and dispersed by 
wave action and local ocean currents. 

Drilling 
Discharges

The release of drilling discharges 
to the seabed and sea surface will 
result in localised changes in water 
quality, sediment quality and habitat 
composition. These changes may cause 
injury or mortality to marine species 
through toxicity or smothering.

Drilling discharges will be of low toxicity and will 
quickly dissipate in the water column or disperse on 
the seafloor. 

Impacts are expected to be short-term and restricted 
to smaller areas within 2 km of each well. 

Emissions and Discharges Assessment

Activities conducted as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in emissions to the atmosphere, as 
well as discharges to the marine environment. The detailed Emissions and Discharfes Assessment will be available 
online in the Impact and Risk Assment report which is currently being finalised.

Air Emissions

Air emissions are generated from the combustion of fuels to power the drilling rig, vessels and onboard equipment. 
Emissions are generally made up of a variety of different gases, some of which are classified as greenhouse gases 
(GHG). In the event that exploration drilling activities result in the discovery of hydrocarbons, well testing may be 
conducted which results in additional air emissions associated with short duration flaring. 

Discharges

Operational activities conducted during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in discharges to the 
marine environment including: 

•  Planned discharges from survey vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels which include (but are not limited to) 
treated sewage, grey water, oily water, food waste, bilge water, water treatment brine and cooling water. 

•  Drilling discharges to the seabed and sea surface including drilling fluids and rock cuttings, cement, and small 
volumes of hydraulic fluid diluted in potable water from testing subsea equipment. 



The objectives of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
(2009) are to ensure that any petroleum activity is 
carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as 
set out in section 3A of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a 
manner that reduces the environmental impacts and 
risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any 
remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an 
acceptable level.

These objectives are critical to the protection of the 
marine environment and marine ecosystems from 
negative impacts associated with offshore petroleum 
activities. The principles of ecologically sustainable 
development promote the responsible use of natural 
resources and emphasise the need to consider the long-
term impacts of human activities on the environment.

Reducing environmental impacts and risks associated 
with offshore petroleum activities to ALARP is an 
important aspect of responsible and sustainable 
business practices in the offshore petroleum industry. 
This involves identifying potential environmental 
impacts and risks associated with an activity, 
implementing measures to minimise those impacts and 
risks, and continually monitoring and evaluating the 
effectiveness of those measures.

Ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts 
and risks are at an acceptable level is also critical 
to protecting the marine environment and marine 
ecosystems. This involves establishing acceptable 
environmental standards and thresholds for specific 
activities and ensuring that the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with an activity do not exceed 
those standards and thresholds.

Through the development of the Environment Plan 
and during consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia will 
identify and evaluate mitigation and management 
measures to minimise potential impacts to protected 
species, particularly during periods of peak biological 
importance. However, given the diversity of biologically 
important activities with differing peak periods, there 
is no perfect window where exploration activities can 
occur without the potential for impact in the absence of 
effective controls. 

Examples of mitigation measures and activity limitations 
that will be implemented are listed below:

•  Vessels will comply with Marine Order 97: Marine 
Pollution Prevention – Air Pollution for emissions 
from combustion of fuel, including:

 •  Holding a valid Air Pollution Prevention (APP) 
certification or equivalent in accordance with 
MARPOL Annex VI.

 •  Using low sulphur fuel in accordance with 
Marine Order 97:  Marine Pollution Prevent – 
Air Pollution (Division 7).

 •  Complying with National (AMSA) and International 
(IMO / MARPOL) Emissions and Discharge 
Standards for vessels.

•  Fuel use and flaring volumes will be recorded and 
reported in alignment with the National Greenhouse 
and Energy Reporting Act 2007.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia will implement a 
chemical selections procedure which requires 
all chemicals used and discharged to the sea to 
be environmentally acceptable by national and 
international standards, including the World Bank 
(2015) Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines 
for Offshore Oil and Gas Development.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia will implement a cuttings 
management system which reduces the volume 
of discharges that are release into the marine 
environment. The cuttings management system will 
be developed with adherence to international best 
practice standards, including the World Bank (2015) 
Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines for 
Offshore Oil and Gas Development.

•  Vessels will comply with Marine Orders 91, 95 and 96 
which all deal with marine pollution prevention of 
different discharges i.e. oil, garbage and waste.

•  Further, ConocoPhillips Australia has contracted a 
greenhouse gas (GHG) specialist to calculate the 
amount of GHG emissions that may be released 
from the various activities of the Otway exploration 
drilling program, so that these can be accounted for 
in both internal and external reporting.

Reducing Impact



Questions   

and Answers

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine 
when and where drilling will occur?

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will involve seabed surveys and will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.  

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/
P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated 
with all potential survey and drilling locations are 
assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia continues to interpret available 
data to prioritise and select final drilling locations with 
the highest likelihood of success. This process involves 
a careful balance of science, economics, and risk 
management to ensure that drilling efforts are safely 
executed with minimal impact to the environment.

Why can’t drilling discharges be collected and 
disposed of onshore?

The process of collecting and transporting discharges 
to shore introduces a safety risk and would result in 
an increased offshore environmental impact due to 
additional vessel movements and their associated 
emissions.  

Why do you need to flare?

The purpose of exploration drilling is to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves. To know 
whether a reservoir is suitable for development, the 
contents of the reservoir are tested onboard the drilling 
rig. Flaring is a high-temperature process used to burn 
waste gases containing combustible components 
such as natural gas. Flaring occurs from a remote and 
elevated location, using a specifically designed burner 
to promote clean and safe disposal of the combustible 
components. Flaring is the safest method to dispose 
of combustible components during a well test. In the 
event that a well test is conducted, flaring will occur up 
to a maximum flow rate of 40 MMscf for 120 hours per 
well over multiple short-term events and may be visible 
from shore depending on the drilling rig’s location.

Will the air emissions or discharges impact wildlife?

Impacts from emissions and discharges produced 
during the activities are expected to cause short-term 
and localised reductions in air and water quality, which 
will be limited to the immediate vicinity of the release. 
The majority of the wildlife found within the area (e.g., 
seabirds, marine turtles, fish and marine mammals) are 
highly mobile and are not expected to remain near the 
source for long enough to be impacted. Impacts to 
plankton are expected to be localised and short-term 
and are not expected to result in impacts to foraging 
marine species, given the overall abundance of food 
resources within the region.

Can air emissions or discharges be harmful 
to humans?

The use of fuel to power drilling rig and vessel engines, 
generators and mobile and fixed plant will primarily 
result in emissions of carbon dioxide, nitrogen dioxide 
and sulphur dioxide. The inhalation of air emissions from 
the combustion of fuel could be harmful if a person was 
standing immediately downwind of the source or in 
a poorly ventilated area. However, emissions from the 
drilling rig and vessels are relatively small and will be 
emitted from well-ventilated areas to the environment, 
whereby they will be rapidly dispersed by moderate-
strong winds typical of the Otway Basin. Petroleum 
activities are not expected to have any adverse impacts 
on the air quality of nearby coastal towns.

Discharges, such as drill cuttings (rock from the seabed) 
and drilling fluids from the drilling process, will be 
localised and will not reach the coastline. The extent 
of impact is predicted to be within 2 km of each well. 
The closest shoreline to the Otway exploration drilling 
program is 5.6 km away and therefore there is no 
predicted impact to coastal communities.



Questions   

and Answers

What type of air emissions will the activities create?

Operation of the drilling rig and vessel engines, 
helicopters, generators and other equipment will 
release emissions to the atmosphere which include 
greenhouse gases (GHG) such as carbon dioxide (CO

2
), 

methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N
2
O), along with non-

GHG, such as sulphur oxides (SO
X
) and nitrogen oxides 

(NO
X
). These emissions are typical for marine vessels 

when combusting hydrocarbons for power and will be 
short-term, for the duration of the activities.

Are drilling fluids harmful to the 
marine environment?  

Drilling fluids that are discharged to the environment 
are considered to pose little or no risk to the 
environment, as assessed by the Oslo and Paris 
Conventions (OSPAR) and Offshore Chemical 
Notification Scheme (OCNS). 

The OSPAR commission has identified substances 
considered to pose little or no risk to the environment 
based on their toxicity, biodegradation and potential 
to bioaccumulate. Drilling fluids are selected based on 
their low potential for toxic effects or bioaccumulation, 
and high biodegradation within the marine 
environment. 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us

continued



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activity is a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
exploration activities in the offshore Otway basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

About the Otway Exploration Program

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval 
and drilling rig availability. The initial activity will be 
seabed surveys which will commence no earlier than 
January 2024.

We are committed to ensuring that seabirds, penguins 
and marine turtles continue to undertake biologically 
important behaviours in the offshore environment, with 
no unacceptable impacts to critical life-cycles stages 
or population characteristics because of the Otway 
exploration drilling program.

This information sheet summarises the ongoing 
assessment of potential impacts and risks to seabirds, 
penguins and marine turtles arising from exploration 
activities.

Figure 1 opposite shows the permit areas, the 
operational areas within which exploration activities may 
occur, and the Environmental Planning Area that has 
been applied to ensure that far ranging environmental 
values and sensitivities are appropriately identified and 
considered.

About the Otway Exploration Program

Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles 
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Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles in the Area

There are several species of seabirds that are known to 
be present in the Otway Basin. Some of these species 
such as albatross and petrels, and penguins, are listed 
as Matters of National Environmental Significance 
and are protected under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Many seabird 
species utilise the area for biologically important 
behaviours such as foraging, breeding and migration.

The following species are known to occur within 
the environmental Planning Area and exhibit 
one or more of these important behaviours:

• Caspian tern

• Common-diving petrel

• Black-faced cormorant

• Flesh-footed shearwater

• Great-winged petrel

• Greater crested tern

• Little penguin

• Pacific gull

• Short-tailed shearwater

• Shy albatross

• Soft-plumage petrel

• Sooty shearwater

• Wedge-tailed shearwater

• White-capped albatross

• White-faced storm petrel

• White-fronted tern

Marine turtles are highly migratory and rely on both 
marine and terrestrial habitats. Although they may 
occur within the Environmental Planning Area, no 
habitat critical to their survival occurs in the waters off 
southern Australia and they are not known to exhibit 
any identified biologically important behaviours in 
this area. The closest biologically important areas for 
marine turtles are located south of Brisbane, QLD, and at 
Shark Bay, WA. Even though the presence of individuals 
within the area is expected to be of a transient nature, 
the potential impacts of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program on marine turtles has been assessed as 
they are listed as Matters of National Environmental 
Significance and are protected under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration program in the Otway Basin and is preparing 
an Environment Plan which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins and marine turtles that 
might arise from the exploration program. 

•  A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins and marine turtles has identified that:

 •  Seabirds, penguins and marine turtles are known to be sensitive to the effects of artificial light, particularly 
during critical behaviours such as breeding and foraging for seabirds and penguins, and nesting and 
hatching for marine turtles.

 •  Marine turtles are known to be sensitive to the effects of underwater noise. However, there are no 
biologically important behaviours or critical habitat essential to marine turtles identified in the area and their 
presence is expected to be of a transient nature.

 •  A number of seabird species utilise the offshore Otway Basin for biologically important behaviours such as 
foraging, breeding and migration.  Where underwater noise and artificial light have the potential to affect 
biologically important behaviours of threatened seabird species, effective control measures will need to be 
in place. 

•  The purpose of this information sheet is to provide details of potential impacts and risks that have been 
identified, as well as the measures proposed to reduce those impacts and risks, to support consultation prior to 
the submission of the Environment Plan. 

•  If you would like to ask questions or provide feedback, see the contact details at the end of the information 
sheet.

KEY INFORMATION



The preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment has identified aspects of exploration activities that have 
the potential to impact, or pose a risk to, seabirds, penguins and marine turtles, as shown below.  

Routine operational lighting on survey vessels, the 
drilling rig and support vessels is a critical safety 
requirement for offshore activities and supports safe 
navigation. In addition, if hydrocarbons are found 
during exploration, a well test may be conducted 
involving short periods of flaring for the safe disposal of 
hydrocarbons.

The impact of routine operational and flaring-related 
light on marine fauna is highly dependent on the 
species’ vulnerability and behaviours that occur 
within the area. As animals perceive light differently 
from humans, an understanding of the type of lights 
used and the nature of a species vision is required 
for assessment. Species of concern identified by the 
National Light Pollution Guidelines (2020)1 include both 
seabirds and marine turtles. 

Seabirds are most impacted by the intensity and colour 
of artificial lights. They are particularly sensitive to violet 
– blue wavelengths, long wavelengths when using 
their “daylight” adapted vision and short wavelengths 
when using their “dark” adapted vision. Seabirds may 
be attracted to the light glow of the drilling rig or 
vessels which increases the likelihood of injury through 
collision and may disrupt migration or foraging at 
sea. Disorientation due to artificial light is especially 
evident in nocturnal seabird species who migrate, 

forage, or return to their colonies at night. However, 
this is typically associated with areas closer to the coast. 
Artificial light is not identified as a threat in the National 
Recovery Plan for Threatened Albatrosses and Giant 
Petrels 2011-2016 (20112). Given the large areas typically 
covered by foraging birds and the transient nature of 
these species in the area, artificial light is not expected 
to cause significant impacts to foraging behaviours.

Light emissions have the potential to impact little 
penguins as this species is known to occur within 20 
km of the operational area. Typically, penguins are 
most impacted by light when it is directly illuminating 
nesting areas, as this may prevent individuals from 
returning to shore at dusk. Potential increases in light 
levels, particularly along coastline areas where little 
penguins are known to breed, are not expected to 
inhibit biologically important behaviours, as the light 
emissions at 20 km are equivalent to the ambient light 
on a night with a quarter moon. 

Artificial light has been shown to impact critical nesting 
and hatching behaviours of marine turtles and is listed 
as a key threat in the Recovery Plan for Marine Turtles 
in Australia (2017)3. Although species may be present, 
there are no biologically important behaviours, like 
nesting and hatching, or critical habitat essential to 
marine turtles identified within southern Australia.

Impacts and risks vary for different species. More detail is provided below for impacts and risks associated with light, 
underwater sound and accidental hydrocarbon releases.

Potential interactions with seabirds and marine turtles

Light

Aspect Potential for impacts to seabirds, penguins and turtles

Artificial Light Minor consequences for seabirds, penguins and turtles

Underwater Sound Minor consequence for marine turtles. 
Negligible consequences for seabirds and penguins

Interactions with Marine Fauna Low risk to seabirds, penguins and marine turtles

Loss of Material or Waste Overboard Low risk to seabirds, penguins and marine turtles

Accidental Release of Hydrocarbon
Low risk to seabirds and marine turtles.

Medium risk to penguins.

1  National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife Including marine turtles, seabirds and migratory shorebirds (2020) by the Department of 
Environment and Energy.  2  National Recovery Plan for Threatened Albatrosses and Giant Petrels 2011-2016 (2011) by the Department of 
Environment and Energy.   3 Recovery Plan for Marine Turtles in Australia 2017-2027 (2017) by the Department of Environment and Energy



Much like humans, hearing plays an important role in 
communication for many animal species. For marine 
species, it is often also an essential tool for navigation 
and hunting. Additional noise emissions in the marine 
environment during the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program will be caused by vessel and drilling rig 
movement and drilling. Marine species of concern 
include those who spend a significant portion of their 
time under water, like marine turtles. Each species will 
typically display different sensitivities to underwater 
noise.

There is potential for seabirds and penguins who spend 
time foraging at sea to be impacted by noise emissions. 
However, the majority of seabirds, such as albatrosses 
and petrels, are not anticipated to remain within the 
water column for an extended period of time, and 
penguins are highly mobile and are not expected to 
remain within relevant effect distances. Noise impacts 

are assessed over 12, 24 or 48-hour intervals, as the 
time exposed to the sound is related to the severity of 
impact. These intervals are typically longer than any 
seabird species would spend in the water column at 
one time, or any penguin would remain in the area, and 
therefore, seabirds and penguins are not expected to be 
impacted.

Currently, underwater noise impacts to marine turtles 
are not well understood. These species do not possess 
external ears. However, it is thought that sounds could 
potentially be used for navigational and hunting 
purposes. There is some evidence to support marine 
turtles’ avoidance of areas where noise emissions 
are occurring. Although species may be temporarily 
displaced due to noise emissions, any individuals in the 
area are expected to be transient due to the absence 
of biologically important behaviours or critical habitat 
within southern Australia.

Underwater Sound

Shy Albatross



The objectives of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
(2009) are to ensure that any petroleum activity is 
carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as 
set out in section 3A of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a 
manner that reduces the environmental impacts and 
risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any 
remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an 
acceptable level.

These objectives are critical to the protection of the 
marine environment and marine ecosystems from 
negative impacts associated with offshore petroleum 
activities. The principles of ecologically sustainable 
development promote the responsible use of natural 
resources and emphasise the need to consider the long-
term impacts of human activities on the environment.

Reducing environmental impacts and risks associated 
with offshore petroleum activities to ALARP is an 
important aspect of responsible and sustainable 
business practices in the offshore petroleum industry. 
This involves identifying potential environmental 
impacts and risks associated with an activity, 
implementing measures to minimise those impacts 
and risks, and continually monitoring and evaluating 
the effectiveness of those measures.

Ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts 
and risks are at an acceptable level is also critical 
to protecting the marine environment and marine 
ecosystems. This involves establishing acceptable 
environmental standards and thresholds for specific 
activities and ensuring that the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with an activity do not exceed 
those standards and thresholds.

Through the development of the Environment Plan 
and during consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia will 
identify and evaluate mitigation and management 
measures to minimise potential impacts to protected 
species, particularly during periods of peak biological 
importance. However, given the diversity of biologically 
important activities with differing peak periods, there 
is no perfect window where exploration activities can 
occur without the potential for impact in the absence of 
effective controls. 

Examples of mitigation measures and activity 
limitations that will be implemented are listed 
below:

•  ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement 
a Seabird Management Plan as per the National 
Light Pollution Guidelines for the activity. This plan 
will ensure that the light emissions are minimised to 
protect seabirds and other species in the area, and 
that procedures are in place to support grounded 
birds.

•  Flaring will be restricted to a maximum of 120 hours 
per well and will only be conducted in the event that 
hydrocarbons are discovered to ensure safe disposal.

•  Activity-specific emergency preparedness and 
response plans and capability will be in place prior 
to activity commencement. Wildlife response 
procedures will be incorporated into ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Oil Pollution Emergency Plan to be 
activated in the highly unlikely event of an accidental 
hydrocarbon release. These will include protection 
priorities relevant to seabirds and penguins, 
contacts for trained and specialist personnel, 
species collection and handling procedures and 
equipment requirements, and nearby veterinary and 
rehabilitation resources.

Reducing Impact and Risk



Questions   

and Answers

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine 
when and where drilling will occur?

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will involve seabed surveys and will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.  

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and 
VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia continues to interpret available 
data to prioritise and select final drilling locations with 
the highest likelihood of success. This process involves 
a careful balance of science, economics, and risk 
management to ensure that drilling efforts are safely 
executed with minimal impact to the environment. 

Why is lighting needed?

The use of navigational and deck lighting is required by 
Commonwealth law to ensure safe operating conditions 
for personnel onboard survey vessels, the drilling drilling 
rig and support vessels, and for other users in marine 
waters. 

What is flaring and why is it needed?

The purpose of exploration drilling is to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves. To know 
whether a reservoir is suitable for development, the 
contents of the reservoir are tested onboard the drilling 
rig. Flaring is a high-temperature process used to burn 
the waste gases containing combustible components 
such as natural gas. Flaring occurs from a remote and 
elevated location, using a specifically designed burner 
to promote clean and safe disposal of the combustible 
components.

Flaring is the safest method to dispose of combustible 
components during a well test. If a well test is 
conducted, flaring will occur up to a maximum flow rate 
of 40 MMscf for 120 hours per well over multiple short-
term events and may be visible from shore depending 
on the drilling rig’s location.

How far do light impacts extend from the activity?

The National Light Pollution Guidelines (2020) 
recommend that a 20 km distance is used for the 
assessment of impacts to sensitive species as it provides 
a precautionary limit based on observed effects of sky 
glow on marine turtle hatchlings demonstrated to 
occur at 15-18 km and fledgling seabirds grounded 
in response to artificial light 15 km away. Further, a 50 
km threshold has been adopted to account for the 
combination of operational lighting and short-term 
flaring from the drilling drilling rig.

The light emissions at this distance are equivalent to 
ambient light on a moonless clear night sky/new moon. 
Any listed species sensitive to light that may occur 
within 50 km of the light source will undergo an impact 
assessment in the Environment Plan.

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activity is a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
exploration activities in the offshore Otway basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

Other Marine and Coastal Users
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake 
an exploration program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 
in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters offshore of Victoria and King 
Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval 
and drilling rig availability. The initial activity will be 
seabed surveys which will commence no earlier than 
January 2024.

We are committed to sustainably co-existing with other 
marine and coastal users, and carrying out our offshore 
activities in a manner which does not interfere with 
other marine users’ drilling rights to a greater extent 
than is necessary.

Figure 1 (overleaf ) shows the proposed operational 
areas and provides coordinates for corner points and 
distances to nearby coastal communities.

This information sheet summarises the ongoing 
assessment of potential impacts and risks to other 
marine and coastal users arising from the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program.

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration program in the Otway Basin and is 
preparing an Environment Plan which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to 
proceed to development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  The Environment Plan will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to other marine and coastal 
users that may arise from the exploration drilling program. This assessment has currently identified a number 
of marine and coastal users and values including recreation and tourism, commercial shipping, petroleum 
activities, renewable energy, defence activities, commercial fishing and cultural heritage.

•  Exclusion zones will be established to support safe operations. These zones allow for anchors, mooring 
chains and wire to be placed within the operational areas during the drilling program and prevent 
interactions or collisions with equipment or between vessels. 

•  Recreational diving is likely to be restricted to coastal waters in depths <18 m but with more advanced 
diving possible to 40 m. Water depths within the operational areas range between 35 and 670 m, which is 
mostly beyond the recognised maximum recreational diving depth of 40 m, and also an unlikely depth for 
recreational swimming. The sound generated by the activity has the potential to reach shallower waters if 
the drilling activity is in the northern portion of permit VIC/P79. 

KEY INFORMATION



Map of Permit Areas
Figure 1

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

1 -38° 25’ 3.131” 142° 4’ 39.232”

2 -38° 26’ 53.079” 142° 15’ 4.888”

3 -38° 29’ 54.69” 142° 15’ 4.894”

4 -38° 29’ 54.686” 142° 20’ 4.889”

5 -38° 39’ 54.694” 142° 20’ 4.908”

6 -38° 39’ 54.686” 142° 30’ 4.896”

7 -38° 54’ 54.697” 142° 30’ 4.924”

8 -38° 54’ 54.693” 142° 35’ 4.918”

9 -38° 59’ 54.697” 142° 35’ 4.927”

10 -38° 59’ 54.693” 142° 40’ 4.921”

12 -39° 4’ 54.696” 142° 40’ 4.93”

14 -39° 4’ 54.692” 142° 45’ 4.924”

15 -38° 54’ 54.684” 142° 45’ 4.905”

16 -38° 54’ 54.679” 142° 50’ 4.899”

17 -39° 11’ 54.694” 142° 50’ 4.933”

18 -39° 11’ 54.697” 142° 44’ 55.692”

19 -39° 11’ 18.194” 142° 44’ 49.999”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

20 -39° 11’ 54.708” 142° 30’ 4.951”

21 -39° 9’ 54.707” 142° 30’ 4.949”

22 -39° 9’ 54.71” 142° 25’ 4.953”

23 -39° 4’ 14.315” 142° 25’ 4.946”

24 -38° 59’ 54.705” 142° 25’ 4.938”

25 -38° 59’ 54.709” 142° 20’ 4.943”

26 -38° 54’ 54.706” 142° 20’ 4.935”

27 -38° 54’ 54.711” 142° 15’ 4.94”

28 -38° 49’ 54.706” 142° 15’ 4.932”

29 -38° 49’ 54.714” 142° 5’ 4.941”

30 -38° 44’ 54.71” 142° 5’ 4.932”

31 -38° 44’ 54.713” 142° 0’ 4.935”

32 -38° 28’ 31.755” 142° 0’ 4.902”

33 -39° 11’ 54.684” 143° 5’ 4.92”

34 -39° 11’ 56.572” 143° 17’ 52.217”

35 -39° 12’ 0.644” 143° 21’ 13.397”

36 -39° 12’ 1.03” 143° 22’ 24.381”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

37 -39° 11’ 54.664” 143° 30’ 4.89”

38 -39° 17’ 17.3” 143° 22’ 41.264”

39 -39° 19’ 27.132” 143° 25’ 13.929”

40 -39° 24’ 0.371” 143° 23’ 0.444”

41 -39° 23’ 55.841” 143° 24’ 47.592”

42 -39° 30’ 55.847” 143° 24’ 57.913”

43 -39° 30’ 47.539” 143° 30’ 1.633”

44 -39° 34’ 54.676” 143° 30’ 4.921”

45 -39° 35’ 2.601” 143° 31’ 58.008”

46 -39° 34’ 54.673” 143° 35’ 4.905”

47 -39° 44’ 54.677” 143° 35’ 4.906”

48 -39° 44’ 54.675” 143° 40’ 4.882”

49 -40° 19’ 54.686” 143° 40’ 4.966”

50 -40° 19’ 47.484” 143° 33’ 41.868”

51 -40° 19’ 48.944” 143° 30’ 10.185”

52 -40° 14’ 49.127” 143° 29’ 56.024”

53 -40° 14’ 47.42” 143° 23’ 40.631”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

54 -40° 12’ 5.982” 143° 23’ 34.74”

55 -40° 12’ 7.05” 143° 21’ 24.852”

56 -40° 8’ 39.816” 143° 21’ 12.975”

57 -40° 8’ 39.34” 143° 19’ 41.017”

58 -40° 19’ 54.707” 143° 10’ 4.993”

59 -40° 4’ 54.701” 143° 10’ 4.976”

60 -40° 4’ 54.697” 143° 15’ 4.971”

61 -39° 39’ 54.688” 143° 15’ 4.942”

62 -39° 33’ 0.546” 143° 17’ 31.908”

63 -39° 39’ 54.691” 143° 10’ 4.947”

64 -39° 37’ 47.264” 143° 10’ 8.348”

65 -39° 34’ 54.689” 143° 10’ 4.941”

66 -39° 34’ 54.692” 143° 5’ 4.946”

67 -39° 29’ 54.69” 143° 5’ 4.94”

68 -39° 29’ 54.694” 143° 0’ 4.945”

69 -39° 24’ 54.692” 143° 0’ 4.939”

70 -39° 24’ 54.689” 143° 5’ 4.934”

71 -39° 21’ 31.898” 143° 5’ 7.348”

Coordinates



Overview

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may affect 
the activities of other marine and coastal users. For 
example, the physical presence of seabed survey 
vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels used 
for the activity, and the establishment of exclusion 
zones, may result in the displacement of other marine 
users engaging in activities such as recreational and 
commercial fishing. 

Other short-term petroleum activities, for example 
Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP), have the potential to 
cause additional displacement if conducted in close 
proximity to coastal areas, with sound emissions from 
VSP limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.

Figure 2 opposite shows the environmental planning 
area that has been applied to ensure that far ranging 
environmental values and sensitivities are appropriately 
identified and considered.

Environmental Planning Area Map

Figure 2

Potential displacement of other marine and coastal 
users will be determined by the following aspects:

1. Location

Up to six exploration wells will be drilled across both 
permit areas. The exact location of the wells is still to be 
determined.

2. Exclusion Zones

Exclusion zones are put in place as a safety precaution. 
These zones allow for anchors, mooring chains and 
wire to be placed within the operational areas during 
seabed surveys and the drilling program and prevent 
interactions or collisions with equipment or between 
vessels. Three types of exclusion zones will be in place 
at set times and locations during the program. 

3. Timing and Duration 

ConocoPhillips Australia will undertake seabed surveys 
in up to nine locations, with the survey at each location 
expected to take approximately one week. Surveys will 
commence no earlier than January 2024. 

For drilling, each well will typically take between 
30 to 40 days but could take up to 90 days to complete, 
accounting for operational delays and weather events. 
Drilling will commence no earlier than October 2024.

Potential Effects on Day-to-Day Activities

Safe Navigation Area – A 500 m radius will be 
established around seabed survey vessels and 
any towed equipment when conducting seabed 
surveys.

Cautionary zone – a 2 km radius cautionary zone 
will be established around the drilling rig, once in 
position. This zone will cover the area of seabed 
anchors and mooring equipment and will be 
maintained by support vessels. 

Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ) – A 500 m radius 
petroleum safety zone will be enforced around the 
drilling rig once in position at each drilling location. 



The objectives of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
(2009) are to ensure that any petroleum activity is 
carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development as 
set out in section 3A of the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a 
manner that reduces the environmental impacts and 
risks associated with them to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any 
remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an 
acceptable level.

These objectives are critical to minimising impacts 
and risks to the marine environment as well as other 
marine and coastal users. The principles of ecologically 
sustainable development promote the responsible 
use of natural resources and emphasise the need to 
consider the long-term impacts of human activities on 
the environment.

Reducing environmental impacts and risks associated 
with offshore petroleum activities to ALARP is an 
important aspect of responsible and sustainable 
business practices in the offshore petroleum industry. 
This involves identifying potential environmental 
impacts and risks associated with an activity, 
implementing measures to minimise those impacts and 
risks, and continually monitoring and evaluating the 
effectiveness of those measures.

Ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts 
and risks are at an acceptable level is also critical 
to protecting the marine environment and the 
activities, functions and interests of other marine and 
coastal users. This involves establishing acceptable 
environmental standards and thresholds for specific 
activities and ensuring that the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with an activity do not exceed 
those standards and thresholds.

Through the development of the Environment Plan 
and during consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia will 
identify and evaluate mitigation and management 
measures to minimise potential impacts and risks. 

Examples of mitigation and management measures 
that will be implemented are listed below:

•  Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the 
commencement of seabed survey and drilling 
activities.  These will be communicated via notices to 
mariners. Vessel and drilling rig operating procedures 
will establish:

 •  A 500 m radius Safe Navigation Area (SNA) will 
be monitored around the seabed survey vessels 
to minimise interactions with other vessels.

 •  A mandatory 500 m Petroleum Safety Zone 
(PSZ) around each drilling location while 
the drilling rig is in position. This prohibits 
unauthorised vessels from entering or being 
present within the PSZ.

 •  A 2 km cautionary zone will be in place around 
the drilling drilling rig while on location. To 
avoid entanglement and safety risks, fishing 
nets, lines or pots should not be placed within 
the cautionary zone.

 •  Vessel speeds will also be limited within the 2 
km cautionary zone, known as the drilling area.

•  A Communication Plan will be prepared to ensure 
that relevant persons are aware and informed of the 
activity. Specific notifications will be provided to:

 •  Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
Rescue Coordination Centre (RCC) 

 •  Australian Hydrographic Office (AHO) 

 •  Other relevant Authorities, and 

 •  Relevant Persons.

•  ConocoPhillips Marine Assurance System ensures 
that project vessels meet all maritime laws and 
includes pre-commencement vessel inspections of 
class certification requirements under the Navigation 
Act 2012 and Marine Order 27 (Safety of Navigation 
and Radio Equipment) 2016; and Marine Order 30 
(Prevention of Collisions) 2009.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia will monitor the 
implementation and effectiveness of control 
measures for the duration of the activity and is 
required to report on environmental performance, 
including recordable incidents and non-compliances, 
to the independent regulator the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA) at specified intervals during 
the exploration program. In addition, NOPSEMA 
typically conducts compliance inspections prior to 
and during the activity

Reducing Impact and Risk



Questions   

and Answers

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine 
when and where drilling will occur?

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will involve seabed surveys and will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.  

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and 
VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia continues to interpret available 
data to prioritise and select final drilling locations with 
the highest likelihood of success. This process involves 
a careful balance of science, economics, and risk 
management to ensure that drilling efforts are safely 
executed with minimal impact to the environment. 

Will it be safe to swim and dive?

All potential drilling locations will be confined to water 
depths between 35 - 670 m. Although the recognised 
maximum recreational diving depth of 40 m and an 
unlikely depth for recreational swimming, the sound 
generated by the activity has the potential to reach the 
shallower waters.

In particular, the northern portion of permit VIC/P79 
is located within close proximity to the shoreline of 
Victoria. If drilling occurs near the northern border of the 
permit area, commercial dive-fisheries and recreational 
water-based activities may be affected by aversion 
during some short-term activities. 

Will I still be able to fish?

Fishing within the permit area will be allowed, but not 
within established safe navigation areas, cautionary 
zones or the petroleum safety zone. 

How will we know vessels and facilities 
are out there?

There will be a ‘Notice to Mariners’ provided by the 
Australian Hydrographic Office to inform other marine 
users of the activity taking place and of the exclusion 
zones in place, as regulated by the AMSA. 

The drilling rig will also be equipped with an Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) installed to ensure the facility 
is detected at sea by other vessels or operators. Further, 
additional lighting as per Commonwealth required 
guidelines will be installed on the drilling rig and 
support vessels, which will allow easy identification.

Where can I find information on 
exclusion zones relevant to me?

PSZ notices will be published in the Gazette on the 
NOPSEMA website. A description of the activity, location 
and the time frame of exclusion will also be available at:

https://www.nopsema.gov.au/offshore-industry/
directions-notices-alerts/gazetted-notices

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced the 
preparation of an Environment Plan that will seek 
approval for this exploration drilling program to be 
undertaken. Drilling commencement is dependent on 
regulatory approval and drilling rig availability. The initial 
activity will be seabed surveys which will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.

We are committed to ensuring that marine mammals 
can continue to undertake biologically important 
behaviours in the offshore environment, with no 
unacceptable impacts to critical life-cycles stages 
or population characteristics because of the Otway 
exploration drilling program. 

This information sheet summarises the ongoing 
assessment of potential impacts and risks to marine 
mammals arising from exploration activities.

Figure 1 below shows the permit areas, the operational 
areas within which exploration activities may occur, and 
the Environmental Planning Area that has been applied 
to ensure that far ranging environmental values and 
sensitivities are appropriately identified and considered.

About the Otway Exploration Program

Marine Mammals
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Marine Mammals in the Area

Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) all cetaceans (whales, 
dolphins and porpoises) are protected in Australian 
waters. There are several species of whales, dolphins 
and seals typically found in the Otway Basin, including 
species that are listed as nationally threatened under 
the EPBC Act including three endangered species (blue 
whale, southern right whale and Australian sea lion) and 
three vulnerable species (sei whale, fin whale and the 
southern elephant seal). In addition, some species are 
known to undertake biologically important behaviours, 
such as foraging, calving and migration, within the 
Environmental Planning Area, including: 

•  Southern right whales

•  Blue whales

•  Humpback whales

•  Sperm whales

•  Indian Ocean/Indo-Pacific/ 
spotted bottlenose dolphins, and

•  Australian sea lion

Potential Interactions with Marine Mammals

The preliminary environmental impact and risk 
assessment has identified aspects of exploration activities 
that have the potential to impact, or pose a risk to, 
marine mammals as shown below.  

Aspect Potential for impact 
to marine mammals

Underwater Sound Moderate consequence to 
some whale species

Interactions with 
Marine Fauna

Low risk of vessel collision with 
marine mammals

Loss of Material or 
Waste Overboard

Low risk of entanglement from 
loss of material overboard

Accidental Release 
of Hydrocarbons

Medium risk rating to 
marine mammals

Impacts and risks vary for different species. Impacts that 
have the potential to result in moderate consequences, 
and risks that have an inherent risk rating of medium, are 
discussed in more detail below.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration program in the Otway Basin and is 
preparing an Environment Plan which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to 
proceed to development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to marine mammals that might arise from 
the exploration program. 

•  A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to marine mammals has identified that:

 •  Several species of whales, dolphins and seals are typically found in the Otway Basin, many of which 
exhibit biologically important behaviours such as foraging.

 •  Marine mammals are particularly sensitive to the effects of underwater noise which has the potential 
to result in hearing impairment, stress, and changes in behaviour at a range of effect distances.

 •  Where underwater noise has the potential to affect biologically important behaviours of threatened 
species, effective control measures will need to be in place.

•  The purpose of this information sheet is to provide details of potential impacts and risks that have been 
identified, as well as the measures proposed to reduce those impacts and risks, to support consultation 
prior to the submission of the Environment Plan. 

•  If you would like to ask questions or provide feedback, see the contact details at the end of the information 
sheet.

KEY INFORMATION



Marine mammals, particularly cetaceans (i.e., whales 
and dolphins) rely on hearing as their principal sense 
for navigation, communication and/or hunting and 
can be extremely vulnerable to noise created by 
humans. The effects of underwater sound can include 
hearing impairment, stress and changes in behaviour 
from sounds that mask environmental noise. Each 
species of marine mammal has a different sensitivity 
to underwater noise and whales and dolphins can 
be classified into low, high and very high frequency 
cetaceans based on their hearing (Note: No species 
of very-high frequency cetaceans are expected to be 
present within the Environmental Planning Area).

The occurrence and significance of a change 
in behaviour varies by individual, species and 
circumstances. Some sounds may not cause any 
response, while others may result in minor to significant 

changes in a variety of behaviours, such as diving, 
surfacing, vocalizing, feeding or mating.

To assess the potential effects of a sound-producing 
activity, it is necessary to first establish the sound 
levels that may affect marine mammals. Due to the 
variety of species considered, sound levels are analysed 
and evaluated against effects including mortality, 
injury, temporary reduction in hearing sensitivity and 
behavioural disturbance.

The temporary loss of sensitivity is called a temporary 
threshold shift (or TTS). As the sound exposure increases, 
threshold shift will eventually become permanent, 
and this effect is called a permanent threshold shift (or 
PTS). Permanent threshold shift can occur because of 
repeated occurrences of temporary threshold shift, or 
because of a single exposure to a very intense sound.

Noise Modelling 

ConocoPhillips Australia has commissioned a modelling study of underwater sound levels associated with the Otway 
exploration drilling program to inform the impact assessment process. The study predicts the distances over which 
exploration activities have the potential to impact marine mammals, known as the ‘effect distance’. The sound from a 
range of activities is typically assessed, including those with the most significant predicted impacts. The preliminary 
results from the impact assessment are presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Predicted impacts of underwater noise to marine mammals

Underwater Sound

Species Worst-case predicted impacts for currently identified activities

Low frequency cetaceans

(e.g., Humpback whales, 
Blue whales and Southern 
right whales)

•  Short-term behavioural changes within 12.6 km from the noise source during 
resupply whilst drilling and vessel on standby at locations on the continental 
shelf. This distance is predicted to increase in the offshore direction when 
activities occur close to the shelf break.

•  Temporary threshold shift within 3.6 km and permanent threshold shift within 
320 m of the noise source for the short duration of mooring activities.

•  No mortality. 

High frequency cetaceans

(e.g., Pygmy sperm whale 
and Dwarf sperm whale)

•  Short-term behaviour changes within 12.6 km from the noise source for specific 
activities. 

•  Temporary threshold shift within 160 m and permanent threshold shift within 
60 m from the noise sources during resupply whilst drilling and vessel on standby. 

•  No mortality.

Pinnipeds 

(e.g. Australian sea lion)
•  Short-term behaviour changes within 12.6 km from the noise source for specific 

activities. 

•  Temporary threshold shift within 100 m and permanent threshold shift within 
60 m from the noise source during drilling with resupply and vessel on standby.

•  No mortality.



Although an accidental hydrocarbon release has 
been determined to be highly unlikely to occur, the 
potential impacts are assessed to ensure appropriate 
mitigation measures and response plans are in place. In 
the event of an accidental release, hydrocarbons may 
be found on the surface of the water, at various water 
depths through the water column and eventually on 
the shoreline, meaning that a range of marine species 
may be affected in the highly unlikely event that this 
occurs. Potential impacts may occur from external 
as well as internal exposure to hydrocarbons. The 
severity of impacts would be highly dependent on 
the hydrocarbon characteristics as well as the species 
lifestyle characteristics.

An accidental release of hydrocarbons can result in 
a change in water quality that may result in injury 

or mortality to marine mammals and changes in 
behaviour.  If an incident occurred, impacts would 
largely be restricted to the upper water column and 
are expected to be restricted to individual fauna and 
unlikely to impede the recovery of a protected species.

As the risk of an accidental release of hydrocarbons 
cannot be completely eliminated, detailed response 
plans for credible spills are required to be developed 
to demonstrate preparedness in the extremely unlikely 
event a spill occurs. These plans are reviewed with 
state control agencies and must be accepted by the 
independent regulator, NOPSEMA. In the highly unlikely 
event of a spill, the response will include integration 
with local, national and international response 
organisations to mobilise resources including experts 
and specialist equipment. 

The objectives of the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 
(2009) are to ensure that any petroleum activity is 
carried out in a manner that is consistent with the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development 
as set out in section 3A of the EPBC Act. Additionally, 
these activities must be carried out in a manner that 
reduces the environmental impacts and risks associated 
with them to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), 
while also ensuring that any remaining environmental 
impacts and risks are at an acceptable level.

These objectives are critical to the protection of the 
marine environment and marine ecosystems from 
negative impacts associated with offshore petroleum 
activities. The principles of ecologically sustainable 
development promote the responsible use of natural 
resources and emphasise the need to consider the long-
term impacts of human activities on the environment.

Reducing environmental impacts and risks associated 
with offshore petroleum activities to ALARP is an 
important aspect of responsible and sustainable 
business practices in the offshore petroleum industry. 
This involves identifying potential environmental 
impacts and risks associated with an activity, 
implementing measures to minimise those impacts and 
risks, and continually monitoring and evaluating the 
effectiveness of those measures.

Ensuring that any remaining environmental impacts 
and risks are at an acceptable level is also critical 
to protecting the marine environment and marine 
ecosystems. This involves establishing acceptable 
environmental standards and thresholds for specific 

activities and ensuring that the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with an activity do not exceed 
those standards and thresholds.

Through the development of the Environment Plan 
and during consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia will 
identify and evaluate mitigation and management 
measures to minimise potential impacts to protected 
species, particularly during periods of peak biological 
importance. However, given the diversity of biologically 
important activities with differing peak periods, there 
is no perfect window where exploration activities can 
occur without the potential for impact in the absence of 
effective controls. 

Examples of mitigation measures that will be 
implemented are listed below:

•  Vessels will comply with EPBC Regulations 2000 – 
Part 8 Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans which 
requires vessels to adhere to an increased caution 
zone of 500 m between whales and vessels.

•  All activities will comply with a Marine Mammal 
Adaptive Management Procedure outlining specific 
actions to minimise impacts from anthropogenic 
noise in accordance with:

 •  Conservation Management Plan for the Blue 
Whale, and

 •  Conservation Management Plan for the Southern 
Right Whale.

•  Activity-specific emergency preparedness and 
response plans and capability will be in place prior to 
activity commencement.

Hydrocarbon Release

Reducing impact 



Questions   

and Answers

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine 
when and where drilling will occur?

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will involve seabed surveys and will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.  

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and 
VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia continues to interpret available 
data to prioritise and select final drilling locations with 
the highest likelihood of success. This process involves 
a careful balance of science, economics, and risk 
management to ensure that drilling efforts are safely 
executed with minimal impact to the environment. 

How is ConocoPhillips Australia ensuring the 
ongoing protection of endangered species?

ConocoPhillips Australia has been conducting marine 
mammal surveys since 2021 to produce contemporary 
data that supports effective decision-making in the 
Otway Basin.  This research continues to improve 
knowledge on the presence/absence, distribution and 
behaviours of key species during and outside of known 
peak seasons. Data is made available to government 
agencies and research organisations and can be made 
available to other commercial operators in the region 
through a memorandum of understanding.

ConocoPhillips Australia is an advocate for community-
based research programs with the Dolphin Research 
Institute, who are expanding their Two Bays Whale 
Program. We also support research, through the Arthur 
Rylah Institute, in expanding their southern right whale 
aerial monitoring program along the Victorian coastline.

Will ConocoPhillips Australia restrict activity for 
seasonally important behaviours?

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the importance of 
the offshore Otway Basin and nearby coastlines for a 
number of species including blue whales who forage 
through the area in summer, and southern right whales 
who calve and aggregate along the Victorian coastline 
in winter. 

Our approach is to ensure that activities are scheduled 
to minimise potential interactions with protected 
species, particularly during peak biologically important 
times. However, given the diversity of biologically 
important activities with differing peak periods, there 
is no perfect window where exploration activities can 
occur without the potential for impact in the absence of 
effective controls. 

The Environment Plan must demonstrate that, in all 
cases, the activity is undertaken in a manner that 
continually reduces environmental impacts and risks 
to a level that is as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP) and that any residual impacts or risks are at an 
acceptable level. This will require the implementation 
of effective control measures that mitigate impact to 
whichever species is likely to be present. 

Does ConocoPhillips Australia know that the 
proposed activity is close to and overlaps 
Biologically Important Areas (BIA’s) for whales?

Yes, ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the biological 
importance of the offshore Otway Basin and nearby 
coastlines for a number of species including blue 
whales who forage through the area in summer, and 
southern right whales who calve and aggregate along 
the Victorian coastline in winter.



ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will be seabed assessments which will commence no 
earlier than January 2024. 

This information sheet summarises the ongoing assessment 
of the risk of interaction between vessels or equipment 
associated with the Otway exploration drilling program 
and any historic defence activities in the operational area. 
Figure 1 shows the proposed location of the program. 

About the Otway Exploration Program

Historical Military Ordnance Risks 

(Unexploded Ordnance)
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration program in the Otway Basin and is preparing 
an Environment Plan which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  The EP will include an assessment of impacts and risks associated with historical defence activities in the area, 
including the potential presence of unexploded ordnance.

•  Both permit areas overlap a historic air-to-air firing range which the government has classified as having a 
Slight Potential for unexploded ordinance (UXO) presence, with most ammunition used in this area being 
considered low risk.

•  There is no overlap between the permit areas and historic offshore UXO sea dumping sites. The closest sea 
dumping site to either permit area is located 21 km from T/49P.

KEY INFORMATION

Map of Permit Areas  Figure 1



Unexploded Ordnance Explained

Unexploded ordnance (UXO) is ammunition which has been previously fired but was defective and did not function 
correctly at the time of use. These objects still have the potential to explode and therefore pose a risk to any person 
or object that comes into contact with them. UXO presence in offshore areas of Australia is a result of past military 
training activities that used live ammunition or the disposal (sea dumping) of waste materials into the marine 
environment.

The Federal Government Department of Defence classify offshore areas based on their potential to contain UXO. Both 
permit areas within the Otway exploration drilling program overlap with a historic air-to-air firing range which is now 
classified by the government as having a Slight Potential for UXO presence. Most ammunition used in this area are 
not highly explosive and considered low risk. Further, there is no overlap between the permit areas and offshore UXO 
sea dumping sites. The closest sea dumping site to either permit area is located 21 km from T/49P.

Risk Assessment

The risks associated with UXO were assessed to establish 
a ‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit areas. This risk profile 
considers the probability of encountering UXO, the 
probability of UXO detonation, and the consequence of 
detonation. 

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is 
considered low risk for all activities, except for some 
activities involving subsea equipment. The risk of a 
UXO being snagged by equipment, for example when 
collecting seabed samples, and subsequently being 
brought onto a vessel was assessed as Moderate. 

Reducing Impact and Risk

ConocoPhillips Australia is taking action to reduce the 
risk of encountering UXOs and to minimise any impact 
in the unlikely event of interaction. Mitigation measures 
which will be evaluated in the Environment Plan 
include:

•  Conducting seabed surveys using speciality 
equipment to detect the presence of metals and 
collect seabed images, to inform activities that 
interact with the seafloor or sediments.

•  Delivering an explosives safety awareness briefing 
to personnel carrying out seabed survey and 
exploration drilling activities, and 

•  Maintaining on-call access to an explosives engineer 
to provide specialist advice in the unlikely event of 
UXO encounter. 

Environmental Planning Area Map



Questions   

and Answers

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine 
when and where drilling will occur?

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will involve seabed surveys and will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.  

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and 
VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks 
associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. 

ConocoPhillips Australia continues to interpret available 
data to prioritise and select final drilling locations with 
the highest likelihood of success. This process involves 
a careful balance of science, economics, and risk 
management to ensure that drilling efforts are safely 
executed with minimal impact to the environment. 

What happens if ConocoPhillips Australia 
finds a UXO during the seabed surveys?

Prior to commencing work, ConocoPhillips Australia will 
ensure that an explosives safety and awareness briefing 
is provided to personnel carrying out seabed survey and 
exploration drilling activities. The briefings will allow the 
project team to plan the proposed works and deal with 
a suspicious item or UXO discovery incident. 

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia will maintain 
on-call access to explosives engineer who can provide 
real time assistance to drilling rig and vessel personnel 
in dealing with a potential UXO encounter. 

What happens to marine life if a UXO is detonated?

The Department of Defence has advised that most 
of the ammunition used in this area are not highly 
explosive and the risk from this ammunition is 
negligible.

How does ConocoPhillips Australia work with 
the Department of Defence to ensure the safety 
of other marine users?

The Department of Defence has been identified as 
a relevant authority for the purposes of consultation 
during Environment Plan development. ConocoPhillips 
provides information on the type of activity and the 
locations and requests advice from the Department to 
inform their risk assessment process. This information 
has been supported by an additional military and 
UXO desktop study and risk assessment conducted for 
ConocoPhillips Australia by RPS Explosives Engineering 
Services in 2022, which assessed the risk associated 
with each type of munition that may be present and 
each pathway to exposure and confirmed a low risk of 
encountering UXOs within the operational areas. 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake 
an exploration program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 
in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters offshore of Victoria and King 
Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation 
of an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for 
this exploration drilling program to be undertaken. 
Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and rig availability. The initial activity will be 
a vessel-based seabed survey that will commence no 
earlier than January 2024.

This information sheet summarises the next phase of 
Environment Plan development and consultation, 
where we will share our evaluations of environmental 
impacts and risks.

We also have an online mapping tool where individuals, 
organisations and associations can continue to share 
feedback about environmental values and sensitivities.

NOPSEMA has recently published a brochure with 
information for the community about consultation 
on offshore petroleum environment plans. The 
brochure has excellent information to help you or your 
organisation decide if you are a relevant person and 
can be found here. We strongly encourage those of you 
uncertain about whether you are a relevant person to 
consider this information.

If you believe you are a relevant person, we need to 
understand your activities or interests so that we can 
provide the right information to you. When engaging 
with our team we encourage you to be specific about 
how you might potentially be affected, so that we can 
properly consider how we might avoid or lessen those 
impacts or risks.

How to Participate in the Regulatory 
Approvals Process

About the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program

Project Update
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin and is 
preparing an Environment Plan (EP) which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to 
proceed to development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  A range of information sheets providing information on the evaluation of environmental impacts and risks 
has been developed to support consultation. 

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is now looking for feedback on these evaluations. 

•  Individuals, organisations and associations continue to be able to share feedback on locations with values 
and sensitivities through an online interactive map via the consultation hub.

KEY INFORMATION

https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Consultation%20on%20offshore%20petroleum%20environment%20plans%20brochure.pdf


Map of Permit and Operational Areas

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

1 -38° 25’ 3.131” 142° 4’ 39.232”

2 -38° 26’ 53.079” 142° 15’ 4.888”

3 -38° 29’ 54.69” 142° 15’ 4.894”

4 -38° 29’ 54.686” 142° 20’ 4.889”

5 -38° 39’ 54.694” 142° 20’ 4.908”

6 -38° 39’ 54.686” 142° 30’ 4.896”

7 -38° 54’ 54.697” 142° 30’ 4.924”

8 -38° 54’ 54.693” 142° 35’ 4.918”

9 -38° 59’ 54.697” 142° 35’ 4.927”

10 -38° 59’ 54.693” 142° 40’ 4.921”

12 -39° 4’ 54.696” 142° 40’ 4.93”

14 -39° 4’ 54.692” 142° 45’ 4.924”

15 -38° 54’ 54.684” 142° 45’ 4.905”

16 -38° 54’ 54.679” 142° 50’ 4.899”

17 -39° 11’ 54.694” 142° 50’ 4.933”

18 -39° 11’ 54.697” 142° 44’ 55.692”

19 -39° 11’ 18.194” 142° 44’ 49.999”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

20 -39° 11’ 54.708” 142° 30’ 4.951”

21 -39° 9’ 54.707” 142° 30’ 4.949”

22 -39° 9’ 54.71” 142° 25’ 4.953”

23 -39° 4’ 14.315” 142° 25’ 4.946”

24 -38° 59’ 54.705” 142° 25’ 4.938”

25 -38° 59’ 54.709” 142° 20’ 4.943”

26 -38° 54’ 54.706” 142° 20’ 4.935”

27 -38° 54’ 54.711” 142° 15’ 4.94”

28 -38° 49’ 54.706” 142° 15’ 4.932”

29 -38° 49’ 54.714” 142° 5’ 4.941”

30 -38° 44’ 54.71” 142° 5’ 4.932”

31 -38° 44’ 54.713” 142° 0’ 4.935”

32 -38° 28’ 31.755” 142° 0’ 4.902”

33 -39° 11’ 54.684” 143° 5’ 4.92”

34 -39° 11’ 56.572” 143° 17’ 52.217”

35 -39° 12’ 0.644” 143° 21’ 13.397”

36 -39° 12’ 1.03” 143° 22’ 24.381”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

37 -39° 11’ 54.664” 143° 30’ 4.89”

38 -39° 17’ 17.3” 143° 22’ 41.264”

39 -39° 19’ 27.132” 143° 25’ 13.929”

40 -39° 24’ 0.371” 143° 23’ 0.444”

41 -39° 23’ 55.841” 143° 24’ 47.592”

42 -39° 30’ 55.847” 143° 24’ 57.913”

43 -39° 30’ 47.539” 143° 30’ 1.633”

44 -39° 34’ 54.676” 143° 30’ 4.921”

45 -39° 35’ 2.601” 143° 31’ 58.008”

46 -39° 34’ 54.673” 143° 35’ 4.905”

47 -39° 44’ 54.677” 143° 35’ 4.906”

48 -39° 44’ 54.675” 143° 40’ 4.882”

49 -40° 19’ 54.686” 143° 40’ 4.966”

50 -40° 19’ 47.484” 143° 33’ 41.868”

51 -40° 19’ 48.944” 143° 30’ 10.185”

52 -40° 14’ 49.127” 143° 29’ 56.024”

53 -40° 14’ 47.42” 143° 23’ 40.631”

Label Latitude (DMS) Longitude (DMS)

54 -40° 12’ 5.982” 143° 23’ 34.74”

55 -40° 12’ 7.05” 143° 21’ 24.852”

56 -40° 8’ 39.816” 143° 21’ 12.975”

57 -40° 8’ 39.34” 143° 19’ 41.017”

58 -40° 19’ 54.707” 143° 10’ 4.993”

59 -40° 4’ 54.701” 143° 10’ 4.976”

60 -40° 4’ 54.697” 143° 15’ 4.971”

61 -39° 39’ 54.688” 143° 15’ 4.942”

62 -39° 33’ 0.546” 143° 17’ 31.908”

63 -39° 39’ 54.691” 143° 10’ 4.947”

64 -39° 37’ 47.264” 143° 10’ 8.348”

65 -39° 34’ 54.689” 143° 10’ 4.941”

66 -39° 34’ 54.692” 143° 5’ 4.946”

67 -39° 29’ 54.69” 143° 5’ 4.94”

68 -39° 29’ 54.694” 143° 0’ 4.945”

69 -39° 24’ 54.692” 143° 0’ 4.939”

70 -39° 24’ 54.689” 143° 5’ 4.934”

71 -39° 21’ 31.898” 143° 5’ 7.348”

Coordinates



ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves that can be developed to 
contribute towards energy security for the Australian east coast domestic market. As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters 
offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania, as outlined below.

Activity Overview 

Parameter Seabed Survey Drilling

The broadest timeframe and spatial extent of the activity

Earliest start date 1 January 2024 1 October 2024

Latest finish date 31 December 2028 31 December 2028

Maximum number of locations 9 (to support confirmation of 
final drilling locations)

6 (2 firm wells and up to 4 optional 
wells).

Spatial extent (within which 
activity can occur)

 

Narrowing the timing and location of the activities to the current best estimates

Maximum duration 1 week per seabed survey 
location

Up to 90 days of drilling per 
location

Spatial extent (within which 
activity can occur)

324 km2 (Nine locations, each 6 x 
6 km) within Operational Areas

75 km2 (Six locations, each a 
2 km radius Drilling Area) 
within Operational Areas

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 
Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations and 
associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed activity 
through an online collaborative mapping process. 

Individuals, organisations and associations are encouraged to visit the consultation 
hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) locations of interest or concern and 
provide additional information or comment on existing pins.

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-economic 
and/or cultural.

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities

Operational Areas within T/49P 
and VIC/P79

Operational Areas within T/49P 
and VIC/P79



Commercial Fishing

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is located within existing designated Commonwealth and State fisheries. 
Exploration drilling activities will occur in only very small areas within the fisheries area.

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that 
may occur anywhere within broader operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79. This ensures that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed.

A preliminary assessment of potential impacts and risks to the commercial fishing industry has identified 
that:

•  Commercial fishers may be temporarily displaced from parts of the fisheries during exploration activities. Any 
displacement, i.e. through exclusion zones, would be communicated in a timely manner.

•  Impacts to fish and marine invertebrates from planned activities are predicted to be short term, limited within 10s 
to 100s of metres and will not affect the long-term sustainability of fisheries.

•  Potential risks from unplanned events have been identified and mitigation and management measures are being 
developed.

The full Commercial Fishing information sheet, including examples of mitigation measures, is available in the 
document library of the consultation hub.

Marine Mammals
The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to marine mammals that might arise from the 
exploration program.

A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to marine mammals has identified that:

•  Several species of whales, dolphins and seals are typically found in the Otway Basin, many of which exhibit 
biologically important behaviours such as foraging.

•  Marine mammals are particularly sensitive to the effects of underwater noise which has the potential to result in 
hearing impairment, stress and changes in behaviour at a range of effect distances.

•  Where underwater noise has the potential to affect biologically important behaviours of threatened species, 
effective control measures will need to be in place.

Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) all cetaceans (whales, dolphins 
and porpoises) are protected in Australian waters. There are several species of whales, dolphins and seals typically 
found in the Otway Basin, including species that are listed as nationally threatened under the EPBC Act including 
three endangered species (blue whale, southern right whale and Australian sea lion) and three vulnerable species (sei 
whale, fin whale and the southern elephant seal).

In addition, some species are known to undertake biologically important behaviours, such as foraging, 
calving and migration, within the Environmental Planning Area, including:

•  Southern right whales

•  Blue whales

•  Humpback whales

•  Sperm whales

•  Indian Ocean/Indo-Pacific/spotted bottlenose dolphins, and

•  Australian sea lion

The full Marine Mammals information sheet, including examples of mitigation measures, is available in the document 
library of the consultation hub. 



The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins and marine turtles that might 
arise from the exploration program.

A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins and marine turtles has identified that:

•  Seabirds, penguins and marine turtles are known to be sensitive to the effects of artificial light, particularly during 
critical behaviours such as breeding and foraging for seabirds and penguins, and nesting and hatching for marine 
turtles.

•  Marine turtles are known to be sensitive to the effects of underwater noise. However, there are no biologically 
important behaviours or critical habitat essential to marine turtles identified in the area and their presence is 
expected to be of a transient nature.

•  A number of seabird species utilise the offshore Otway Basin for biologically important behaviours such as foraging, 
breeding and migration. Where underwater noise and artificial light have the potential to affect biologically 
important behaviours of threatened seabird species, effective control measures will need to be in place. 

There are several species of seabirds that are known to be present in the Otway Basin. Some of these species such as 
albatross and petrels, and penguins, are listed as Matters of National Environmental Significance and are protected 
under the EPBC Act. Many seabird species utilise the area for biologically important behaviours such as foraging, 
breeding and migration.

The following species are known to occur within the Environmental Planning Area and exhibit one or more of 
these important behaviours:

•  Caspian tern

•  Flesh-footed shearwater

•  Little penguin

•  Shy albatross

•  Wedge-tailed shearwater

•  White-fronted tern

•  Common-diving petrel

•  Great-winged petrel

•  Pacific gull

•  Soft-plumage petrel

•  White-capped albatross

•  Black-faced cormorant

•  Greater crested tern

•  Short-tailed shearwater

•  Sooty shearwater

•  White-faced storm petrel

Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles

Marine turtles are highly migratory and rely on both marine and terrestrial habitats. Although they may occur within 
the Environmental Planning Area, no habitat critical to their survival occurs in the waters off southern Australia and 
they are not known to exhibit any identified biologically important behaviours in this area. The closest biologically 
important areas for marine turtles are located south of Brisbane, QLD, and at Shark Bay, WA. Even though the presence 
of individuals within the area is expected to be of a transient nature, the potential impacts of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program on marine turtles has been assessed, as they are listed as Matters of National Environmental 
Significance and are protected under the EPBC Act.

The full Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles information sheet, including examples of mitigation measures, is 
available in the document library of the consultation hub.

Other Marine and Coastal Users
The Environment Plan will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to other marine and coastal users 
that may arise from the exploration drilling program. This assessment has currently identified a number of marine 
and coastal users and values including recreation and tourism, commercial shipping, petroleum activities, renewable 
energy, defence activities, commercial fishing and cultural heritage.

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may affect the activities of other marine and coastal users. For example, 
the physical presence of seabed survey vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels used for the activity, and the 
establishment of exclusion zones, may result in the displacement of other marine users engaging in activities such as 
commercial fishing. 

Other short-term petroleum activities, for example, Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP), have the potential to cause 
additional displacement if conducted in close proximity to coastal areas, with sound emissions from VSP limited to a 
maximum of 20 hours per well.



Exclusion zones will be established to support safe operations. These zones allow for anchors, mooring chains and 
wire to be placed within the operational areas during the drilling program and prevent interactions or collisions with 
equipment or between vessels.

All potential drilling locations will be confined to water depths between 35 - 670 m. Recreational diving is likely to be 
restricted to coastal waters in depths <18 m but with more advanced diving possible to 40 m. Water depths within 
the operational areas are mostly beyond the recognised maximum recreational diving depth of 40 m, which is also an 
unlikely depth for recreational swimming. The sound generated by the activity has the potential to reach shallower 
waters if the drilling activity is in the northern portion of permit VIC/P79. 

The full Other Marine and Coastal Users information sheet, including examples of mitigation measures is available in 
the document library of the consultation hub. 

Emissions and Discharges 
The EP will include a detailed assessment of potential impacts and risks arising from the air emissions and planned 
discharges associated with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Activities conducted as part of the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program will result in emissions to the atmosphere, as well as discharges to the marine 
environment.

A preliminary assessment of potential impacts associated with emissions and discharges has identified:

•  Air emissions from seabed survey vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels have the potential to result in 
localised changes in air quality.

•  Planned discharges from survey vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels have the potential to result in localised 
changes to water quality that will quickly dissipate in the water column.

•  Discharges from drilling operations, including drilling fluids and rock cuttings, cement, and small volumes of 
hydraulic fluid from testing subsea equipment, have the potential to result in localised changes to water and 
sediment quality.

Historical Military Ordnance Risk (Unexploded Ordnance)
The EP will include an assessment of impacts and risks associated with historical defence activities in the area, 
including the potential presence of unexploded ordnance. 

Both permit areas overlap a historic air-to-air firing range which the government has classified as having a Slight 
Potential for unexploded ordinance (UXO) presence, with most ammunition used in this area being considered low risk.

There is no overlap between the permit areas and historic offshore UXO sea dumping sites. The closest sea dumping 
site to either permit area is located 21 km from T/49P.

The full Historical Military Ordnance Risk information sheet, including examples of mitigation measures, is available in 
the document library of the consultation hub.

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and invites 
consultation with individuals, groups and organisations potentially affected 
by the proposed activities to help inform the development of the EP.

You are invited to provide feedback, request a meeting and ask questions 
on the proposed activity by contacting us in one of the following ways:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Contact us



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and 
T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable 
natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and 
the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 
permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth 
waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval 
and rig availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-based 
seabed survey that will commence no earlier than 
April 2024.

This information sheet summarises the next phase of 
Environment Plan development and consultation.

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Project Update
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin and is 
preparing an Environment Plan (EP) which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to 
proceed to development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  ConocoPhillips Australia has secured a harsh environment semi-submersible rig as part of a rig consortium. 
Drilling remains dependent on the EP being accepted by NOPSEMA.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation and has 
extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after which time we will 
pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment.

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is asking relevant persons to provide feedback, including objections or claims, 
about the potential impacts of the activity.

•  Based on the (now identified) operational constraints of the drilling rig and ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
ongoing assessment of seismic data, the operational areas of the proposed activity have been refined, 
resulting in an overall reduction in total area. As a result of this refinement, some operational areas now 
extend outside of the petroleum titles. Additional information on these changes, and a revised map with 
coordinates, are provided within this information sheet.

KEY INFORMATION

Revised Permit and Operational Areas Map



ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves that can be developed to 
contribute towards energy security for the Australian east coast domestic market. As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters 
offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania, as outlined below. 

Activity Overview 

Based on relevant person feedback, ConocoPhillips Australia has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023. This ensures all relevant persons have a reasonable period of time to consider the information 
we have provided during the course of consultation and provide feedback to us on the potential impacts of the 
activity on their functions, interests and activities.

Consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing and reviewing Environment Plans. Relevant 
persons are defined in the regulations as a person or organisation whose functions, interests or activities may be affected 
by the activities to be carried out under the environment plan. Please note, all consultation records will be provided to the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) and published with the 
Environment Plan, unless you advise us that you don’t want that information published.

Design Envelope: The initial timing provided for the commencement of seabed surveys was ‘no earlier than 
1 January 2024’. This has now been extended to ‘no earlier than 1 April 2024’. The term of the approval for these 
activities remains unchanged – at 31 December 2028, to allow for the drilling of a maximum of six exploration wells.

Consultation Extended

Changes made to the proposed activity

Operational Area: Based on operational constraints of the drilling rig and ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing 
assessment of seismic data, the operational areas of the proposed activity have been refined, resulting in an overall 
reduction of total area. As a result of this refinement, some operational areas now extend past title permit boundaries.

Operational Area Original Area (km2) Reduced Area (km2) Overall reduction (km2)
VIC/P79 2384.4 2330.9 53.5

T/49P 2579.3 2176.6 402.7

Parameter Seabed Survey Drilling
Earliest Start Date 1 April 2024 1 October 2024

Latest Start Date 31 December 2028 31 December 2028

Maximum Number of Locations 9 (to support confirmation of final drilling 
locations)

6 (2 firm wells and up to 
4 optional wells)

Spatial Extent (within which activity 
can occur)

Operational Areas associated with T/49P and 
VIC/P79

Operational Areas associated 
with T/49P and VIC/P79

Operational Areas represent the area within which petroleum activities can occur. Operational areas are located 
predominantly within the relevant petroleum titles (T/49P and VIC/P79) and have been selected based on similar constraints 
around rig operations and well design. Where operational areas extend outside of a petroleum title, ConocoPhillips 
Australia will apply for and secure an Access Authority (AA) from NOPTA, prior to the commencement of activities in these 
areas. Activities in these areas will be ‘other than drilling a well’ and may include the placement of anchors, the collection 
of geophysical and geotechnical data, and the operation of vessels.



How to provide feedback on the draft Environment Plan chapters

There are three ways to provide feedback on the draft EP chapters:

•  Fill out the feedback form. This form is ideal for short-form feedback, objections or claims and is located on the 
consultation hub.

•  Send detailed feedback, including your assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed activity on 
your functions, interests or activities and any objections or claims to  otway@conocophillips.com or PO BOX 1243, 
MILTON, QLD, 4064.

•  Request specific information and/or an opportunity to discuss the proposed activity and provided information 
with a member of the ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program team by emailing otway@
conocophillips.com or calling 07 3182 7122.

Please note, PDF versions of EP chapters can be made available for relevant persons on request. In addition, excerpts or a 
summary of EP information, e.g. specific to particular aspects or receptors, can also be provided on request.

Provide feedback on draft Environment Plan chapters

As part of ongoing consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft EP chapters for review. We are asking 
relevant persons to raise concerns, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity. We are 
also seeking information about how relevant persons may be affected and feedback about how we intend to manage 
the activity to ensure the associated impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and are acceptable. 

By providing the draft EP chapters, we aim to ensure that all relevant persons are provided with sufficient information 
so they can make an informed assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program on their functions, interests and activities.

Relevant persons can view the draft EP chapters and information on how to provide 
feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia. 

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023, after which 
time we will pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public 
comment and assessment.



Revised Operational Area and Permit Area Map with Coordinates

Label Latitude (DDM) Longitude (DDM)
1 39° 11.942868’ S 143° 17.870276’ E

2 39° 19.452207’ S 143° 25.232151’ E

3 39° 23.954094’ S 143° 23.005317’ E

4 39° 25.544333’ S 143° 23.047592’ E

5 39° 25.556888’ S 143° 24.940287’ E

6 39° 32.112696’ S 143° 24.957322’ E

7 39° 32.036884’ S 143° 30.080953’ E

8 39° 38.511455’ S 143° 30.208905’ E

9 39° 41.015225’ S 143° 28.273631’ E

10 39° 55.766188’ S 143° 29.500828’ E

11 39° 59.047894’ S 143° 31.79181’ E

12 40° 3.225151’ S 143° 31.850275’ E

13 40° 12.177574’ S 143° 32.425803’ E

14 40° 12.117504’ S 143° 21.414201’ E

15 40° 5.332475’ S 143° 21.02598’ E

16 40° 5.317236’ S 143° 19.642539’ E

17 39° 33.065567’ S 143° 17.494065’ E

18 39° 37.787731’ S 143° 10.139134’ E

19 39° 34.888459’ S 143° 10.129765’ E

Label Latitude (DDM) Longitude (DDM)
20 39° 34.864304' S 143° 5.132129' E

21 39° 29.887356' S 143° 5.131516' E

22 39° 29.891242' S 143° 0.130618' E

23 39° 24.948193' S 143° 0.124462' E

24 39° 24.947305' S 143° 5.119722' E

25 39° 21.531633' S 143° 5.122467' E

26 39° 6.625669' S 142° 31.731013' E

27 38° 59.911817' S 142° 20.082382' E

28 38° 54.910972' S 142° 20.082627' E

29 38° 54.911842' S 142° 15.082341' E

30 38° 51.532672' S 142° 15.099903' E

31 38° 51.532931' S 142° 9.630396' E

32 38° 49.913611' S 142° 9.635697' E

33 38° 49.911898' S 142° 5.082357' E

34 38° 44.911033' S 142° 5.082576' E

35 38° 44.911085' S 142° 0.082634' E

36 38° 34.634708' S 142° 0.082378' E

37 38° 34.63893' S 142° 0.111735' E

38 38° 35.133234' S 142° 2.604834' E

Label Latitude (DDM) Longitude (DDM)
39 38° 35.160424' S 142° 5.821354' E

40 38° 33.879794' S 142° 10.004567' E

41 38° 34.296033' S 142° 12.722788' E

42 38° 34.080533' S 142° 14.557198' E

43 38° 32.964096' S 142° 16.237201' E

44 38° 33.122503' S 142° 18.888924' E

45 38° 33.855446' S 142° 20.081528' E

46 38° 33.855721' S 142° 20.081974' E

47 38° 33.85662' S 142° 22.147729' E

48 38° 38.288879' S 142° 22.150006' E

49 38° 38.288847' S 142° 23.674805' E

50 38° 39.910702' S 142° 23.686989' E

51 38° 39.910698' S 142° 25.946003' E

52 38° 38.288867' S 142° 25.945276' E

53 38° 38.288453' S 142° 32.149722' E

54 38° 43.151128' S 142° 32.152191' E

55 38° 43.150951' S 142° 30.082072' E

56 38° 47.376154' S 142° 30.082194' E

57 38° 47.373979' S 142° 32.154344' E

Label Latitude (DDM) Longitude (DDM)

58 38° 53.289081' S 142° 32.157397' E

59 38° 53.289058' S 142° 35.080919' E

60 38° 58.304081' S 142° 35.082044' E

61 38° 58.288721' S 142° 42.159693' E

62 39° 2.062281' S 142° 42.161638' E

63 39° 2.067572' S 142° 40.082457' E

64 39° 4.910809' S 142° 40.08254' E

65 39° 4.910789' S 142° 41.783615' E

66 39° 3.291066' S 142° 41.776556' E

67 39° 3.281544' S 142° 45.082389' E

68 38° 54.910601' S 142° 45.082123' E

69 38° 54.91052' S 142° 50.082021' E

70 38° 57.979071' S 142° 50.0821' E

71 38° 57.970856' S 142° 52.159172' E

72 39° 10.314739' S 142° 52.16565' E

73 39° 10.3231' S 142° 50.082536' E

74 39° 11.910767' S 142° 50.082591' E

75 39° 11.911623' S 142° 44.928205' E



Questions   

and Answers

Why does the new operational area in VIC/P79 now extend beyond the boundary of the permit?

Based on the (now identified) operational constraints of the drilling rig and ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing 
assessment of seismic data, the operational areas of the proposed activity have been refined, resulting in an overall 
reduction in total area. As a result of this refinement, some operational areas now extend outside of the petroleum 
titles. Additional information on these changes, and a revised map with coordinates, are provided within this 
information sheet.

Operational Areas represent the area within which petroleum activities can occur. Operational areas are located 
predominantly within the relevant petroleum titles (T/49P and VIC/P79) and have been selected based on similar 
constraints around rig operations and well design. Where operational areas extend outside of a petroleum title, 
ConocoPhillips Australia will apply for and secure an Access Authority (AA) from NOPTA, prior to the commencement 
of activities in these areas. Activities in these areas will be ‘other than drilling a well’ and may include the placement of 
anchors, the collection of geophysical and geotechnical data, and the operation of vessels.

If I don’t want to be consulted as a relevant person, can I still provide feedback on the draft EP chapters?

Yes, the best way for individuals not undertaking consultation through the relevant person consultation process is to 
complete the online feedback form on the consultation hub.

Why have you signed a contract for a drilling rig when you don’t have an approved EP?

It is important to know that no activity can occur prior to the acceptance of the EP by NOPSEMA. ConocoPhillips 
Australia has secured a harsh environment semi-submersible rig as part of a rig consortium. Securing the services of 
a drilling rig and mobilising it to the Otway Basin is a considerable logistical and commercial undertaking. To ensure 
availability of a drilling rig, this process is often undertaken at the same time as EP development and relevant person 
consultation. 

What is a semi-submersible drilling rig?

A semi-submersible drilling rig is a rig that can float like a ship while moving under its own power, or when being 
towed into position, but is then partially submerged using ballast water to enhance stability on location prior to 
drilling. Once drilling is completed, the rig is refloated before moving on to the next location.

Why do you keep asking people to add to your online map?

The Environmental Planning Area covers the broader area within which environmental values and sensitivities and 
functions, interests and activities are identified for consideration in the Environment Plan. It encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine species including fish, crustaceans, birds, marine turtles, marine mammals and kelp 
forests. The marine environment also supports a range of functions, interests and activities such as cultural values and 
socio-economic activities like commercial fishing, shipping, gas production, tourism and recreational activities. 

The Environmental Planning Area also encompasses the modelled area that could be impacted at low thresholds 
in the extremely unlikely event there was a loss of well control or marine diesel oil release. The Environmental 
Planning Area in no way represents the actual extent of any single spill, but rather, it establishes the area within which 
ConocoPhillips Australia needs to be prepared and able to respond to an incident. ConocoPhillips Australia is also 
required to submit an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) to NOPSEMA with the EP for assessment.

The interactive map of the Environmental Planning Area is available via our online consultation hub. 



If there is someone you believe to be affected 
by the proposed activities, please have them 
contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Have we missed anyone?

Questions   

and Answers  continued

Have you finished processing the seismic data for T/49P yet?

Yes, the processing of the seismic data acquired over T/49P as part of the Sequoia 3D marine seismic survey acquired 
in 2021 has been completed. ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced assessing and interpreting the seismic data as 
part of identifying potential prospects for the Otway Exploration Drilling Campaign. 

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine when and where drilling will occur? 

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity will be 
seabed surveys which will commence no earlier than April 2024. 

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that 
may occur anywhere within broader operational areas within petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79. This ensures that 
the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. 

The process for selecting drilling locations involves several steps, including the acquisition and processing 
of seismic data, interpretation of the data to select high probability of success targets, and efficiency of the 
program to prove up resources with the least amount of wells. A summary of current activities to support 
this effort are described below: 

1.  Interpretation of seismic data: Skilled geoscientists analyse the processed data to identify potential drilling 
locations. They look for features such as faults, folds and stratigraphic traps that could indicate the presence of 
hydrocarbons. 

2.  Selection of high probability targets: After identifying potential drilling locations, geoscientists prioritise them based 
on their likelihood of success. They consider factors such as the quality and quantity of the reservoir, the geologic 
complexity of the area and the cost of drilling. 

3.  Efficiency of the program: The goal is to prove up resources with the least number of wells, which involves 
optimising the drilling program whilst maximising the chance of success. 

Overall, the process for selecting drilling locations is a complex and multidisciplinary effort that requires skilled 
professionals and advanced technology. It involves a careful balance of science, economics and risk management to 
ensure that drilling efforts are successful and efficient.



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated 
with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a 
continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to 
identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in 
operational areas associated with exploration permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters 
offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of 
an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration drilling program to be undertaken. Drilling 
commencement is dependent on regulatory approval 
and rig availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-
based seabed survey that will commence no earlier 
than April 2024.

This information sheet summarises the assessed risk 
and response planning required for an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release as part of the proposed activity.

About the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program

Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

•  ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration drilling program in the Otway Basin and is 
preparing an Environment Plan (EP) which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. Any decision to 
proceed to development will be dependent on a conducive investment environment. 

•  The Environment Plan includes an assessment of the risks associated with the extremely unlikely event of an 
unplanned hydrocarbon release from vessel operations and drilling operations. 

•  As the risk of an unplanned hydrocarbon release cannot be completely eliminated, detailed response plans 
for credible events must be developed to demonstrate to NOPSEMA, ConocoPhillips Australia is prepared to 
respond in the extremely unlikely event an unplanned release occurs.

•  The primary response plan, the oil pollution emergency plan (OPEP), is submitted to NOPSEMA, along with 
relevant state control agencies, and is assessed as part of the EP assessment process.

KEY INFORMATION

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves that can be 
developed to contribute towards energy security for the 
Australian east coast domestic market. As a titleholder, 
ConocoPhillips Australia has made a commitment to 
undertake exploration activities within timeframes 
agreed by the Commonwealth National Offshore 
Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an 
exploration program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in 
operational areas associated with exploration permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters 
offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania, as 
outlined below.

Activity Overview 



Spill Modelling Explained

All offshore operations carry an inherent risk of an unplanned hydrocarbon release. Based on a review of 
national and international publications, the possibility has been assessed as remote. As such, an event is 
extremely unlikely to occur.

Although extremely unlikely to occur, spill modelling is 
required to support the risk assessment and the development 
of response plans. Modelled simulations provide an informed 
estimate of where the hydrocarbon might go if no response is 
undertaken, and allows the prediction of possible effects.

There are two types of modelling used when informing the 
development of an Environment Plan and Oil Pollution Emergency 
Plan - stochastic modelling and deterministic modelling.

Scan this QR code 
to view NOPSEMA’s 
video explanation of 
Oil Spill modelling 

Revised Permit and Operational Areas Map



Understanding where hydrocarbons might go under different conditions 
(Stochastic Modelling)

Stochastic modelling is conducted whereby hundreds of hypothetical individual spill scenarios are simulated to show 
where oil from a spill could go under different metocean conditions (such as currents, wind, waves and temperature) 
which are always changing.

Stochastic modelling is used in the risk assessment to support the prediction of possible effects, and supports 
preparedness by identifying a planning area, within which environmental values and sensitivities are identified and 
priorities for protection are established. In order to assess the possible effects, each type of hydrocarbon is assessed 
over low, moderate and high thresholds which have increasing impacts to the receiving environment.

By overlaying hundreds of hydrocarbon spills into a single map, stochastic modelling shows the full range of locations 
that could be affected depending on the metocean conditions. It is important to note that the stochastic model does 
not in any way represent the extent of any single spill event.

Defining credible spill scenarios (Deterministic Modelling)

Analysis of all the simulations developed during stochastic modelling is conducted to identify hypothetical 
deterministic simulations that predict possible worst-case outcomes, based on a single set of metocean conditions.

Deterministic modelling is used for preparedness and response planning to establish the type and amount of 
resources (e.g. equipment) needed to be available for immediate deployment. It is also used during oil spill response 
operations in the event of an actual spill. Deterministic modelling more closely represents what could occur during 
an unplanned hydrocarbon release, i.e. what a single hydrocarbon spill would look like and the area it may affect1, 
but is specific to the weather and ocean conditions used in the model that resulted in the worst-case outcomes.

Environmental Planning Area

What the planning area represents: 
The full range of locations that could be affected depending on the metocean conditions and the area, 
for which ConocoPhillips Australia needs to be prepared to respond to an incident.

What the planning area does not represent: 
The actual spatial extent or area of impact for any single release1 



Vessel Collision

The Otway exploration drilling program will rely on the 
assistance of a variety of vessels to conduct and support 
the activities. Larger sized vessels typically use marine 
diesel oil (MDO) which has the potential to be released 
to the marine environment as a result of a vessel-to-
vessel collision or a vessel to drilling rig collision. 

In the case of a vessel collision, the worst-case 
scenario has been modelled as a 350m3 release of 
marine diesel oil over a six-hour period2. Modelling 
was conducted at seven different locations across 
the two permit areas to represent the entire span of 
possible operations.

Marine diesel oil is a medium-grade oil (classified as 
a Group II – light persistent oil) used in the maritime 
industry. It has a low density and a low dynamic 
viscosity, meaning that this oil will spread quickly if 
spilled at sea and thin out to low thicknesses, 
increasing its rate of evaporation. 

Based on the fate and weathering modelling, 
approximately 40 percent of the released MDO would 
be lost to atmosphere through evaporation over the 
first day and an additional 55 percent would evaporate 
over several days. Approximately 5 percent would not 
evaporate but would decay slowly over time. 

Loss of Well Control

Exploration drilling involves drilling through the 
seabed in order to access the hydrocarbon reservoirs 
that lie below. The risk associated with this activity is 
an unplanned release of hydrocarbons into the water 
column of the marine environment as a result of a loss 
of well control.

In the case of a loss of well control, the worst-case 
scenario has been modelled as a 139,000 m3 
release of gas condensate. Modelling was 
conducted at seven different locations across the 
two permit areas to represent the entire span of 
possible operations.

This scenario represents an unrestricted open-hole 
release from a high productivity gas condensate 
reservoir at a depth of 2,820 mTVDSS, which assumes 
the failure of multiple control systems, and is considered 
the worst-case scenario that could potentially occur 
during the activity. 

Hydrocarbon reserves within the Otway basin typically 
consist of gas condensate. As the reservoir is yet to 
be drilled, gas condensate properties from another 
reservoir, which represents the target formation 
ConocoPhillips Australia is intending to intersect, have 
been used for modelling. 

Based on the fate and weathering modelling, 
approximately 83 percent of the released condensate 
would be lost to atmosphere through evaporation 
over the first day. Approximately 16 percent would 
continue to evaporate at a slower rate. Only 1 percent 
is considered persistent and would weather to a waxy 
substance. 

Condensate is categorised as a Group I oil 
(non – persistent oil) based on the specific gravity of 
the hydrocarbons. The heavier components of the 
condensate will tend to entrain into the upper water 
column during the presence of moderate winds 
(> 10 knots) and can potentially remain entrained for 
as long as the winds persist. Subsequently, in calm 
conditions entrained oil can resurface.

Scenario Assessment

Activities conducted during the Otway exploration drilling program that have the potential to result in an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release are described below.



Control measures

Although the scenarios discussed above are considered 
extremely unlikely to occur, the control measures below 
are also put in place to further reduce the likelihood of 
a spill. 

•  Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) 

•  Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program 

•  Accepted Well Operations Management Plan 

•  Source Control Emergency Plan 

•  Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan or 
Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan. 

In addition to the above plans, the following control 
measures will also be in place for the activity.

•  Petroleum safety zone (500m radius) surrounding the 
drilling rig during the drilling activity.

•  Cautionary zone (2km radius) around the drilling 
activity to minimise the potential for vessel collisions.

•  Notifications provided for any on-water activities and 
ongoing communication with other marine users.

Response Preparedness

As the risk of an unplanned hydrocarbon release cannot 
be eliminated, detailed response plans for credible 
events are developed to demonstrate preparedness 
in the extremely unlikely event a spill occurs. These 
response plans include integration with local, national 
and international response organisations to mobilise 
resources, including experts and specialist equipment.

These plans outline how and what ConocoPhillips 
Australia will do to respond to an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release, how it will work with contractors, 
State and National agencies to respond, and what 
resources will be used and where these resources are 
located and need to be mobilised from for a response.

Details on resourcing and response arrangements for 
an unplanned hydrocarbon release will be provided 
in an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) which is 
currently available in draft for consultation on the online 
consultation hub.

Managing Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release Risks

Unplanned hydrocarbon releases are prevented during activities through a range of preventative control measures 
involving detailed planning, engineering and execution. If an unplanned hydrocarbon release does occur, 
ConocoPhillips Australia will have detailed plans to respond.

The primary response plan is the oil pollution emergency plan (OPEP), which is linked to the state and national 
contingency plans. The OPEP is submitted to NOPSEMA, along with relevant state control agencies, and is assessed as 
part of the EP assessment process.

There are national and state contingency plans in place across Australia to respond in the event of a large oil spill from 
all the different types of offshore activities in Australian waters.

If there is someone you believe to be affected 
by the proposed activities, please have them 
contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au

Have we missed anyone?

1 NOPSEMA (2019) Environment bulletin: Oil spill modelling

2 Using the methodology described in the AMSA Technical guidelines for preparing contingency plans for marine and coastal facilities.

3 Financial assurance for petroleum titles Guideline (nopsema.gov.au)



Questions   

and Answers

How will ConocoPhillips Australia determine when 
and where drilling will occur? 

Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory 
approval and drilling rig availability. The initial activity 
will be seabed surveys which will commence no earlier 
than April 2024. 

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration 
drilling are yet to be confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia 
has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts 
and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 
activities that may occur anywhere within broader 
operational areas associated with petroleum titles 
T/49P and VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and 
risks associated with all potential survey and drilling 
locations are assessed. 

The process for selecting drilling locations involves 
several steps, including the acquisition and processing 
of seismic data, interpretation of the data to select high 
probability of success targets, and efficiency of the 
program to prove up resources with the least amount 
of wells. A summary of current activities to support this 
effort are described below: 

1.  Interpretation of seismic data: Skilled geoscientists 
analyse the processed data to identify potential 
drilling locations. They look for features such as faults, 
folds and stratigraphic traps that could indicate the 
presence of hydrocarbons. 

2.  Selection of high probability targets: After identifying 
potential drilling locations, geoscientists prioritise 
them based on their likelihood of success. They 
consider factors such as the quality and quantity of 
the reservoir, the geologic complexity of the area and 
the cost of drilling. 

3.  Efficiency of the program: The goal is to prove up 
resources with the least number of wells, which 
involves optimising the drilling program whilst 
maximising the chance of success. 

Overall, the process for selecting drilling locations is 
a complex and multidisciplinary effort that requires 
skilled professionals and advanced technology. It 
involves a careful balance of science, economics and 
risk management to ensure that drilling efforts are 
successful and efficient.

What are the chances of a spill?

The likelihood of a vessel-on-vessel collision is assessed 
using industry published data. The Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority (AMSA) Annual Report measures 
incidents which occur in the marine environment. For all 
marine operations within Australia, there have been two 

reported serious marine pollution incidents within the 
last four years. The likelihood of a loss of containment of 
marine diesel oil is therefore assessed as remote.

The likelihood of a loss of well control is assessed 
using internationally accepted published data. The 
International Association of Oil & Gas Producers has 
published a Risk Assessment Data Directory. There 
is a 0.016 percent chance that a loss of well control 
event may occur on any well, which corresponds to a 
likelihood ranking of remote.

Why is deterministic modelling a more credible 
worst-case scenario?

Stochastic modelling is the combination of hundreds 
of credible scenarios overlapped to show the potential 
largest extent under a range of metocean conditions. 
While deterministic modelling is the predictive 
modelling of a single incident subject to a single 
sample of wind and weather conditions over time. In 
the unlikely case of an oil spill only one scenario would 
occur which makes deterministic modelling a more 
credible worst-case scenario.

Would an unplanned hydrocarbon release reach the 
shore and if so, where?

In the extremely unlikely case of an unplanned 
hydrocarbon release there is potential for it to reach 
the shoreline of Tasmania or Victoria. The closest point 
of the operational areas to the Victorian and Tasmanian 
coastline is 19km and 28km respectively. It is important 
to note that the chances of an unplanned hydrocarbon 
release are extremely unlikely and comprehensive plans 
are in place to support a rapid response and integration 
with local, national and international response 
organisations to mobilise resources including experts 
and specialist equipment.

Would ConocoPhillips Australia compensate 
impacted tourism and fishing industry businesses 
in the unlikely event of an unplanned hydrocarbon 
release?

Yes. The scope for compensation would be in 
accordance with international compensation protocols. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is self-insured and is required 
to hold financial assurance for this activity in line 
with NOPSEMA requirements. NOPSEMA’s ‘Financial 
assurance for petroleum titles Guideline ’ states ‘It is 
generally sufficient for the titleholder to hold financial 
assurance for the greatest reasonably credible costs, 
expenses and estimable third-party liabilities that 
may arise from a petroleum incident relating to their 
activities’.



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in operational areas associated 
with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The overarching purpose of the 
Environment Plan is to demonstrate that ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program can meet the objectives of the Environment Regulations. The proposed activities are a continuation 
of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells in operational areas associated with exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this 
exploration program to be undertaken. Commencement of the exploration program is dependent on regulatory 
approval and rig availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-based seabed survey that will commence no earlier 
than April 2024.

This document summarises the EP for the proposed petroleum activity.

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Environment Plan Summary

Information Sheet 13 – November 2023 ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00021

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (exploration program) involves seabed 
surveys and drilling a maximum of six exploration wells, and will commence no earlier than April 2024, subject 
to acceptance of the EP, rig availability and a conducive investment and regulatory environment.

ConocoPhillips Australia has been undertaking consultation with relevant authorities, persons and 
organisations (relevant persons) since February 2023. The EP has now been submitted to the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) and is available for public comment 
on the NOPSEMA website until 18 December 2023. Following the public comment period, comments will be 
considered, and will be responded to in a thematic manner. ConocoPhillips Australia plans to submit the EP to 
NOPSEMA for assessment in early 2024. NOPSEMA’s EP assessment process does not commence for explorative 
drilling activities until the EP is submitted following the public comment period.

The EP demonstrates how the exploration program will be completed in an environmentally responsible way. 

Overview



Offshore petroleum activities are regulated under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(OPGGS Act) which requires an accepted EP to be in place for the proposed exploration program. 

Under the OPGGS (Environment) Regulations an EP is required, among other things, to:

•  comprehensively describe the activity to be carried out under the EP.

•  describe the environment that may be affected by the activity, including the values and sensitivities of that 
environment.

•  detail and evaluate the environmental impacts and risks for the relevant activity.

•  demonstrate that the impacts and risks of the activity will be reduced to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) 
and an acceptable level (and detail the control measures to be used to achieve this).

•  demonstrate that consultation has occurred with each relevant person, whose functions, interests or activities may 
be affected by the activities to be carried out under the EP.

•  demonstrate that the measures (if any) adopted, or proposed to be adopted, because of the consultations are 
appropriate.

Petroleum activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable levels of impact and risk, and work below those levels. Acceptable levels of impact are established based 
on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are considerate of the information 
gathered through the consultation process. This information is used to make predictions of the levels of impact we 
expect to occur and compares those to the previously defined acceptable levels. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is required to demonstrate to NOPSEMA that activities will be carried out in a manner that 
is consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development (ESD) and that environmental impacts and 
risks of the activity are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels in the EP.  We recognise that consultation is crucial 
to achieve outcomes that are consistent with the principles of ESD – by ascertaining, understanding and addressing 
information that we may otherwise not be aware of, by informing our understanding of the environment, and by 
refining the environmental management of the activity in response.

We have endeavoured to undertake genuine and meaningful consultation, in which relevant persons have been 
given sufficient information and time to allow them to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences 
of the activity on their functions, interests or activities. We have encouraged a codesigned process, aiming to work 
with relevant persons in responding to any issues raised and any measures proposed throughout the consultation 
process. 

Under the OPGGS (Environment) Regulations, all records of consultation including emails, phone calls and meetings, 
are required to be submitted to NOPSEMA with the EP.  We undertook to advise all relevant persons that they may 
request that particular information provided during consultation not be published and only be provided to NOPSEMA 
as part of a sensitive information report.

Environmental Approvals
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ConocoPhillips Australia has been granted petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P (permit areas) by the Commonwealth 
National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA) and, as a titleholder, has committed to completing 
exploration activities within time-frames agreed with NOPTA.

ConocoPhillips Australia’s permit areas and the associated operational areas, within which petroleum activities 
may occur, are located 28 km at the closest point from King Island, Tasmania and 19 km at the closest point 
from the Victorian coastline as shown in Figure 1. Water depths within operational areas range from approximately 
53 m to 500 m.

Activity Location and Timings

Figure 1: Location of petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79 and operational areas
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Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling have yet to be confirmed. The process for selecting final 
survey and drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data processing, interpretation of the data to select 
targets with a high probability of success, and analysis of the efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources 
with the least amount of wells, to minimise potential impacts and risks associated with each. 

Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated 
with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas associated with 
the permit areas. This ensures that the impacts and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations 
are assessed. It is recognised that this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary 
approach is being taken that assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board 
to minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable.

Presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed exploration program allows for the consideration 
of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one occasion. This is considered 
preferable as it will reduce consultation burden when compared to the alternative of developing multiple EPs for a 
reduced number of specific drilling locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of 
the full extent of the proposed exploration program.

The initial activity involves completing seabed surveys which will commence no earlier than 1 April 2024, subject to 
EP acceptance. Exploration drilling will not commence before 1 October 2024. Although the proposed duration of the 
EP is until 31 December 2028, the activity will not occur continuously over this duration.

Overview of proposed activities
Key activities proposed under the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are summarised below.

Seabed Surveys
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Seabed surveys will be conducted by one or two vessels travelling at slow speeds during data acquisition or 
stationary, for example, during geotechnical sampling. There will be a 500-metre radius Safe Navigation Area (SNA) 
in place around survey vessels and any towed equipment for the duration of the activity. Seabed surveys will be 
conducted at a maximum of nine locations, each location approximately 6 km by 6 km (or 36km2) in size and are 
expected to take one week at each location.

Seabed surveys are different from a seismic survey. They are designed specifically to map the seabed and directly 
below the seabed (up to approximately 100 metres), whereas seismic surveys are designed to image the subsurface 
up to several kilometres below the seabed. Sound generated from seabed survey equipment is significantly lower in 
intensity and duration than sound produced from a seismic array.

In the event of unsafe environmental conditions such as a heavy sea state, equipment may be retrieved, and survey 
vessels may transit away from the operational area to a safer location, noting that once a vessel leaves the operational 
area it is no longer undertaking a petroleum activity.
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Exploration Drilling

Exploration wells will be drilled using a single semi-submersible mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU, rig or drilling 
rig). Drilling each well typically takes between 30-40 days and may take up to a maximum of 90 days depending on 
weather and operational delays. Drilling involves several steps, summarised in the graphics below.

1. Rig towed to site 2. Anchors laid on seabed
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A drilling rig is towed to the drilling location. Anchors are laid on the seabed and can be laid prior to 
or on arrival of the drilling rig.

3. Top hole constructed 4.  Marine riser and blow-out preventer 
(BOP) installed 
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The top hole is drilled and then cased with cement and 
steel. The top hole is approximately 1m in diameter.

Supply boats will regularly service the rig throughout 
the drilling process.

The marine riser returns drilling fluids and cuttings to 
the drilling rig for reconditioning, recirculation and/or 
discharge. The BOP is an assembly of specialised safety 
valves put in place before drilling into the reservoir and 
is used in the unlikely event of an emergency to control 
well pressure and prevent a loss of well control release.
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5. Drill and construct well to gas reservoir 6. Well permanently plugged and abandoned 
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In the event that a gas reservoir is discovered, the well 
may be tested by flowing gas to the surface for analysis 
and then flaring through the flare boom. 

Cement plugs are placed within the well as part of a 
process called plug and abandonment. The marine 
riser, BOP and wellhead are removed so no equipment 
is protruding from the seabed. The anchors are then 
removed so the drilling rig can be towed to the next 
drilling location or demobilised from the area on 
completion of the program.

Drilling Rig and Support Vessels

ConocoPhillips Australia has secured a harsh environment semi-submersible rig as part of a rig consortium. However, 
drilling remains dependent on the EP being accepted by NOPSEMA.

To ensure safe, efficient operations and minimise our environmental footprint, the vessels that will be used to support 
the drilling campaign will be multi-purpose vessels with the ability to manage anchors for the drill rig, carry out 
towage operation of the rig, conduct supply runs from a shore supply base and carry out safety standby duties at the 
rig itself. All vessels will be required to have a valid Offshore Vessel Inspection Database (OVID) inspection and meet 
the ConocoPhillips Global Marine Assurance and Vetting standard.

The transit of vessels outside the operational areas is not within the scope of the EP and is managed under other 
regulatory frameworks such as the Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012.

Aircraft including helicopters, fixed wing planes and drones may be used for crew changes, critical supply deliveries, 
surveillance and emergency response use.

More detail about the specific activities proposed to be carried out under the EP have been provided 
during consultation, with the provision of draft EP chapters on the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program Consultation Hub on 31 August 2023. The Environment Plan has now 
been made available for public comment from 16 November until 18 December 2023 and can be 
accessed on the NOPSEMA website: https://info.nopsema.gov.au/home/open_for_comment 
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The Existing Environment

Understanding the existing environment, including historical and existing threats and pressures, creates a reference 
point from where we can evaluate the impacts and risks of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. The 
existing condition of the environment is also used to determine the significance of impacts and risks and to identify 
additional mitigation measures, management strategies or baseline studies necessary to improve the environmental 
management of the activity. 

The Environmental Planning Area

A broad Environmental Planning Area (EPA) was established in May 2023 to support consultation and the preparation 
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program EP. This area extends across the regional marine environment and includes 
a 1 km buffer into coastal areas, as shown in Figure 2 below. The EPA, along with an interactive mapping tool provided 
during consultation, has supported the identification of marine and coastal environmental values and sensitivities 
more broadly within the region, and relevant persons and organisations with functions, interests and activities that 
may be affected by the proposed activity.

Figure 2: Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environmental Planning Area
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The Environment That May Be Affected

The Environment Regulations require that the EP describes the ‘Environment that May Be Affected’ (EMBA) by the 
proposed activity. It is common to define the EMBA using worst-case hydrocarbon spill modelling. 

Modelling provides an informed estimate of where a hydrocarbon spill may go if no response is undertaken, and 
supports the prediction of possible effects. Hundreds of hypothetical individual spill scenarios (1400 in this case) are 
simulated to show where hydrocarbon from a spill could go under different metocean conditions (such as currents, 
wind, waves and temperature).

Overlaying hundreds of hypothetical spills into a single map using low threshold exposure values, as shown in 
Figure 3, supports the identification of environmental values and sensitivities, the prediction of possible effects, and 
the development of protection priorities and preparedness plans that cover the full range of possible locations that 
could be affected depending on metocean conditions.

The low threshold exposure values are considered below levels which would cause environmental harm 
and are more indicative of the areas perceived to be affected due to e.g. visibility on the sea surface. 
They may trigger temporary closures of areas as a precautionary measure.

Figure 3: Otway Exploration Drilling Program EMBA at the low and moderate threshold
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extent of any single spill event, but 
rather the modelled output from 
1400 hypothetical worst-case spills. 
The geographical extent of an actual 
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The OPGGS Act requires titleholders, like ConocoPhillips Australia, to prevent the escape of hydrocarbons 
to the environment from their activities. Prior to activities occurring titleholders must demonstrate to 
NOPSEMA that all reasonably practicable measures are in place to prevent oil pollution. Failure to prevent 
the escape of petroleum is an offence.

Although extremely unlikely to occur, all offshore operations do carry a risk of an unplanned hydrocarbon release 
and response plans are required to be developed and tested. ConocoPhillips Australia’s primary response plan was 
made available on the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Consultation Hub in August 2023 
and is available in the Appendices to the Environment Plan on NOPSEMA’s website.

More information on pollution management and preparedness can be found on 
NOPSEMA’s website which can be accessed by scanning the QR code using any smart device.

Values and sensitivities identified within the EMBA that are either close to 
operational areas or have coastal features are summarised in Table 1. Additional 
details for each of the identified values below, and all others within the EMBA, can 
be found in the EP. An interactive map of values and sensitivities can be found at 
the online consultation hub by scanning the QR Code.

ConocoPhillips Australia sought input through the consultation process to 
validate and improve our understanding of the environment in the Otway region. 
We recognise the importance of local knowledge in this process. 

Environmental Values and Sensitivities within the EMBA

Environmental values and sensitivities identified within the EMBA encompass rare, important and/or sensitive 
physical, ecological, socio-economic and cultural features of the environment. Examples include:

•  The values and sensitivities of the marine environment including benthic communities and habitats, marine fauna 
and the quality of the water, sediment and biota.

•  The values and sensitivities that exist in relation to Protected Matters (Part 3 of the EPBC Act), i.e. conservation areas 
such as World Heritage and National Heritage values, RAMSAR wetlands, listed threatened species and ecological 
communities, listed migratory species and Marine Parks.

•  The values and sensitivities of cultural heritage and socio-economic features of the environment including the 
rights of other marine users. 

More information on identified values and sensitivities within the EMBA is provided below.

Conservation Values and Sensitivities

Conservation values and sensitivities are primarily associated with matters of national environmental significance 
(MNES) protected under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Additional 
conservation values and sensitivities have also been identified where they are of regional importance for either the 
region’s biodiversity or ecosystem function and integrity.
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Table 1: Summary of Conservation Values and Sensitivities

Conservation 
Values

Description of values and sensitivities Operational 
Areas

EMBA

Australian Marine Parks (AMPS) – The Multiple Use Zone of the Zeehan AMP is the only AMP that overlaps the 
operational areas (at T/49P). The multiple use zone provides for a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those 
that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor) habitats or have unacceptable impact on the values of the area. 
Authorisation is required for activities within this zone, such as commercial fishing and mining, among others. No other 
Marine Parks are overlapped by the operational areas.
Zeehan AMP -  Submarine canyons that incise the continental slope, extending from the 

shelf edge to the abyssal plain.
-  Variety of seabed habitats supporting a range of communities and 

commercial species such as giant crab and rock lobster.
-  Important foraging and migration areas for a variety of species including 

seabirds, the white shark and cetaceans.
Apollo AMP -  Rocky reef patches interspersed with areas of sediment and rich, benthic 

fauna dominated by sponges.
-  Important foraging and migration areas for a variety of species including 

seabirds, the white shark, seals and cetaceans.
-  The wreck of the MV City of Rayville, a known heritage site of cultural 

significance.

X

Beagle AMP -  Sponge gardens and important habitat for a range of species including 
sharks and cetaceans.

-  Foraging areas and islands that provide haul-out and breeding grounds for 
seabirds, little penguins and Australian fur seals. 

-  The wrecks of the SS Cambridge steamship and the ketch, Eliza Davies, as 
known heritage sites of cultural significance.

X

Boags AMP -  Sandy seabed habitat for benthic species, fish and extensive sponge 
gardens. 

-  Adjacent to important colonies for shy albatross, fairy prions, cormorants, 
petrels, little penguins and Cape Barren geese.

-  Important foraging and migration areas for a variety of species including 
seabirds, the white shark and cetaceans.

-  Intersects the migration route for the Critically Endangered orange-bellied 
parrot.

X

Franklin AMP -  Shallow continental shelf ecosystems including the major bioregions of 
western Bass Strait and the Tasmanian Shelf.

-  Feeding grounds for seabirds, including shy albatross, short-tailed 
shearwater, Australasian gannet, fairy prion, little penguin, petrels, 
cormorant and gulls that breed on nearby Hunter Island Group.

- Foraging area of the white shark.

X

Nelson AMP - Plateaus, knolls, canyons and the abyssal plain.
- Potential migration area of the blue, fin, sei, and humpback whales.

X

World Heritage Properties (with outstanding universal value) and National Heritage Places (with outstanding 
significance to the nation) with coastal features. There are no world heritage or national heritage places within the 
operational areas.
The Tasmanian 
Wilderness 
World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA)

The TWWHA intersects the EMBA along its coastal extent of 755 km in the 
south-south-west of Tasmania. The Tasmanian wilderness is one of the largest 
temperate wilderness areas and a precious cultural landscape for Tasmanian 
First Nations people who have lived there for at least 35,000 years.  

X

Great Ocean 
Road 

Designed as a memorial to all Australian First World War servicemen, and a 
gift to residents and tourists to enable access to the spectacular coastal vistas 
and landscapes, the Great Ocean Road runs through an area that is 150 million 
years old and yields rare fossils and information on geomorphology and 
coastal erosion processes. 

X
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Conservation 
Values

Description of values and sensitivities Operational 
Areas

EMBA

Recherche Bay 
(North East 
Peninsula) Area

Landed in 1792, French explorers set up camp and prepared a garden 
and scientific observatory, and catalogued species while supplies were 
replenished.  Recordings, from the French perspective, of encounters with 
First nations peoples, provide important observations into the lives of the 
Tasmanian First Nations people.

X

Western Tasmania 
Aboriginal Cultural 
Landscape 

The remains of shell middens in the Western Tasmania Aboriginal Cultural 
Landscape and accompanying hut depressions provide evidence of an 
unusual, specialised and more sedentary First Nations community that 
began almost 2,000 years ago and continued until 1830.

X

Commonwealth Heritage Places – These include natural, Indigenous and historic heritage places owned or controlled 
by the Commonwealth. There are no known Commonwealth Heritage Places within the operational areas.

-  Jervis Bay Territory, 7,600 ha home of the Koori people of Wreck Bay with the majority of the 
Territory still in its natural state.

-  Tasmanian seamounts located 50 and 100 km off southern Tasmania, with approximately 70 
seamounts on the continental slope.

-  Beecroft Peninsula on the northern headland of Jervis Bay, of high cultural significance to the 
Jerrinja and Wreck Bay First Nations communities.

- Swan Island and Naval Waters heritage place located off the Bellarine Peninsular in Victoria.
-  Point Wilson Defence Natural Area covering approximately 176 ha of the central-western 

coast of Port Philip Bay.
-  HMAS Cerberus Marine and Coastal Area with geomorphological, botanical and zoological 

significance near Western Port in Victoria.
-  Crocodile Head Area, an indigenous listing of approximately 20 ha, located near Crocodile 

Head and Currarong on the Beecroft Peninsular.

X

Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar Wetlands) – These are wetlands that are representative, rare or 
unique, or are important for conserving biological diversity. There are no Ramsar wetlands within the operational areas.

- Corner Inlet approximately 200 km south-east of Melbourne, Victoria
-  East Coast Cape Barren Island Lagoons on Cape Barron Island, part of the Furneaux Group, 

about 50 km from the north-eastern tip of Tasmania.
- Gippsland Lakes approximately 300 km east of Melbourne, Victoria.
-  Glenelg Estuary and Discovery Bay Wetlands in western Victoria, approximately 430 km west 

of Melbourne, Victoria.
- Lavinia, approximately 12 km north of Naracoopa on King Island, Tasmania.
-  Logan Lagoon in the south-east corner of Flinders Island, Tasmania, approximately 6 km 

north-east of Lady Barron.
- Piccaninnie Ponds Karst Wetlands 32 km south-east of Mount Gambier, South Australia.
- Port Phillip Bay (western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula near the city of Geelong in Victoria.
- Western Port approximately 60 km southeast of Melbourne, Victoria.

X

Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) with coastal features – TECs provide wildlife corridors and/or habitat 
refuges for many plant and animal species. There are no TECs within the operational areas.

-  Assemblages of species associated with Open-Coast Salt-Wedge Estuaries of Western and 
Central Victoria Ecological Community

-  Coastal Swamp Oak (Casuarina glauca) Forest of New South Wales and South East Queensland 
Ecological Community

- Coastal Swamp Sclerophyll Forest of New South Wales and South East Queensland
- Giant Kelp Marine Forests of South East Australia
- Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh

X
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Conservation 
Values

Description of values and sensitivities Operational 
Areas

EMBA

Key Ecological Features (KEFs) – Areas considered to be of regional importance for either the region’s biodiversity or 
ecosystem function and integrity. There are no KEFs within the operational areas.

Bonney Coast 
Upwelling

The Bonney coast upwelling seasonally delivers cold nutrient rich water to 
the sea surface which supports regionally high productivity and high species 
diversity.

X

West Tasmania 
Canyons

The West Tasmania canyons have the greatest density of canyons within 
Australian waters, with 72 submarine canyons incised over a 500 km-long 
section of slope. This KEF is located on the continental slope west of Tasmania, 
within the EMBA, and influences currents, acts as a sink for organic sediments 
and debris, and creates upwellings that result in productivity and biodiversity 
hotspots.

X

Ecological Environment

Ecological values and sensitivities are associated with matters of national environmental significance (MNES) 
protected under the EPBC Act such as threatened and migratory species. These are identified using the Australian 
Government’s Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST). Additional ecological values and sensitivities have also been 
identified where they are considered to be of regional importance such as declared biologically important areas 
(BIAs). These are summarised in Table 2 below. Additional details for each of the identified values below, and all others 
within the EMBA, can be found in the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has considered government guidance, including conservation management plans, 
recovery plans, conservation advice and threat abatement plans in the development of the EP and has identified 
control measures to reduce impacts and risks to marine fauna and biologically important areas to ALARP and to 
acceptable levels.

Table 2: Summary of Ecological Values and Sensitivities 

Ecological 
Values 

Description of values and sensitivities BIAs within Operational 
Areas

BIAs within EMBA

Fish and 
Sharks

The PMST report identified 63 fish species 
protected under the EPBC Act potentially 
occurring in the EMBA. This includes 
twenty species listed as threatened, 
primarily related to coastal habitat 
degradation, six species listed as migratory 
and a further 40 listed as marine (all of 
which are Sygnathiformes – seahorses, 
pipefishes and their relatives which are 
typically found in shallow water).

White shark – foraging, 
distribution BIAs. The white 
shark is widely distributed 
throughout temperate and 
sub-tropical regions in the 
northern and southern 
hemispheres.

White shark – foraging, 
distribution, breeding BIAs.
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Table 2: Summary of Ecological Values and Sensitivities 

Ecological 
Values 

Description of values and sensitivities BIAs within Operational 
Areas

BIAs within EMBA

Seabirds and 
Shorebirds

The PMST report identified 137 bird species 
with the potential to occur within the 
EMBA, of which 62 are listed as threatened 
including 8 Critically Endangered (curlew 
sandpiper, eastern curlew, orange-
bellied parrot, great knot, swift parrot, 
King Island scrubtit, regent honeyeater, 
plains wanderer), 19 Endangered and 35 
Vulnerable.
The National Recovery Plan for Threatened 
Albatrosses and Giant Petrels 2011-2016 
states that the most pervasive threat to 
albatross and giant petrel survival is the 
accidental mortality and injury arising from 
interactions with human fishing activities.  
The Wildlife Conservation Plan for Seabirds 
(2020) lists a range of anthropogenic 
threats to shearwaters including climate 
change, marine pollution, and mortality 
and injury arising from interactions with 
commercial fishing activities. 
The Wildlife Conservation Plan for 
Migratory Shorebirds (2015) notes that 
threats to these species include habitat 
loss and modification, marine pollution, 
climate change, hydrological changes, 
and mortality and injury arising from 
interactions with commercial fishing 
activities.
The National Recovery Plan for the Orange-
bellied Parrot (2016) states this species may 
be impacted by barriers to movement, 
though there is little more than anecdotal 
evidence, as individuals may be killed by 
flying into barriers, or behaviour may be 
modified by the presence of barriers such 
as wind turbines and illuminated boats, 
with the impacts of barriers greatest where 
they occur on migration routes. 
For the little penguin, identified threats 
include mortality and injury arising from 
interactions with commercial fishing, 
vessel collisions, oil pollution and changing 
oceanic conditions affecting food 
availability and reproductive success.

Foraging BIAs for 
Antipodean albatross, 
Black-browed albatross, 
Buller’s albatross, Campbell 
albatross, Common diving-
petrel, Indian yellow-nosed 
albatross, Short-tailed 
shearwater, Shy albatross, 
Wandering albatross, 
Wedge-tailed shearwater 
and White-faced storm-
petrel.

•  Foraging BIAs for 
Antipodean albatross, 
Black-browed albatross, 
Black petrel, Buller’s 
albatross, Campbell 
albatross, Caspian tern, 
Fairy tern, Flesh-footed 
shearwater, Great-winged 
petrel, Indian yellow-
nosed albatross, Northern 
giant petrel, Pacific Gull, 
Southern giant-petrel, 
Wandering albatross, 
White-capped albatross.

•  Breeding and foraging BIAs 
for Black-faced cormorant, 
Common diving-petrel, 
Greater crested tern, little 
penguin, Short-tailed 
shearwater, Shy albatross, 
Soft-plumaged petrel, 
Sooty shearwater, Wedge-
tailed shearwater, White-
faced storm-petrel, White-
fronted tern.

•  Migration BIA for 
Wilsons storm petrel. 

•  Aggregation and foraging 
BIAs for Australasian 
gannet.
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Table 2: Summary of Ecological Values and Sensitivities 

Ecological 
Values 

Description of values and sensitivities BIAs within Operational 
Areas

BIAs within EMBA

Marine 
Turtles 
(Reptiles)

The PMST report identified 5 species 
of threatened marine turtles with the 
potential to occur within the EMBA. Two 
are Endangered (loggerhead turtle and the 
leatherback turtle) and three are listed as 
Vulnerable (green turtle, hawksbill turtle 
and flatback turtle). 
The Recovery Plan for Marine Turtles 
in Australia (2017) lists a range of 
anthropogenic threats to marine turtles 
which include climate change and 
variability, marine debris, chemical and 
terrestrial discharge, fisheries bycatch, light 
pollution, vessel disturbance and sound 
interference.

None 
 
 
 
 
 

Even though there are 
no BIAs in the areas, 
marine turtles, primarily 
leatherbacks, are expected 
to occur as rare transient 
individuals within the 
operational areas.

None 
 
 
 
 
 

There are no known nesting 
or foraging BIAs for marine 
turtles in the region.

Marine 
Mammals

The PMST report identified 39 species of 
marine mammal with the potential to 
occur within the EMBA. Six are threatened 
species, including three Endangered 
species (blue whale, southern right 
whale and Australian sea lion) and three 
Vulnerable species (sei whale, fin whale, 
and the southern elephant seal).
The Conservation Management Plans for 
Blue Whales (2015) and Southern Right 
Whales (2012) identify threats related 
to vessel disturbance and strike, climate 
change and variability, sound interference 
and entanglement. Similar threats are 
identified for humpback, dwarf minke, 
sperm, sei and fin whales. 
Conservation advice from the Threatened 
Species Scientific Committee (TSSC) 
indicates interactions with commercial 
fishing and entanglement are key threats 
to Australian sea lions, with secondary 
threats associated with oil spills, noise 
emissions and climate change.

Blue whale – foraging, 
distribution BIAs
Southern right whale – 
migration BIA 

•  Blue whale – foraging, 
distribution BIAs.

•  Southern right whale – 
migration, reproduction 
BIAs.

•  Humpback whale, Sperm 
whale, Australian sea-lion 
– foraging BIAs.

•  Indian Ocean bottlenose 
dolphin, Spotted 
bottlenose dolphin – 
breeding BIAs.

Socio-Economic and Cultural Heritage Values

The socio-economic values assessment for the exploration program encompasses the communities and economies 
that depend on the environment for their livelihoods, health, and well-being. Maritime heritage and cultural values 
also exist across the region. In the context of marine areas, the socio-economic and cultural heritage environment 
includes a range of activities that require a close connection to the sea and its resources. These are summarised in 
Table 3, with more detail provided in the EP.
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Table 3: Summary of Socio-Economic and Cultural Values and Sensitivities

Value and Sensitivity Description

Socio-Economic

Coastal Settlements The closest Tasmanian coastal settlement to the operational areas is King Island, located 
approximately 28 km to the east of T/49P. Approximately half of the population (of 1,617 
people) live in the township of Currie located on the west coast, with the remainder in smaller 
townships and along the coastline from Wickham in the north to Grassy and Naracoopa in the 
east.
The closest Victorian coastal settlement region to the operational areas is the shire of Moyne, 
located approximately 19 km to the north of VIC/P79. Moyne supports a population of 17,374 
people.

Offshore Exploration, 
Production and 
Development

Although no other confirmed third-party petroleum exploration or drilling activities are 
planned within the operational areas during the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, a 
number of other petroleum activities within the Otway Basin are either occurring, such as 
long-term operations, or are considered reasonably foreseeable. These have been included the 
assessment of impacts and cumulative impacts in the EP.

Offshore Renewables 
and Other 
Infrastructure

No confirmed offshore renewable energy projects overlap the operational areas; however, 
there are two proposed offshore wind farm projects in the feasibility stages of development 
overlapped by the operational area of VIC/P79. These areas represent proposals for feedback 
only and have not been “declared to be suitable” by the Australian Government.
The Indigo-central subsea telecommunications cable connecting Perth to Sydney runs in an 
easterly-westerly direction to the north of King Island and overlaps with the T/49P operational 
area.
The Victorian Desalination Plant, located at Wonthaggi, is approximately 200 km northeast of 
the T/49P operational area.
Aquaculture facilities operate nearshore sub-surface seawater intakes along the Victorian 
coastline and on King Island.

Defence Activities The South-east Marine Region is important for a range of defence activities particularly training 
exercises. Australian Defence Force (ADF) activities in the region include transit of naval vessels, 
training exercises, shipbuilding and repair, hydrographic survey, surveillance, enforcement, and 
search and rescue (DoE 2015b). 
No defence practice, training or protected areas were identified within the operational area; 
however, the potential presence of unexploded ordnance was identified, and risk assessed.

Shipping The South-east Marine Region (which includes Bass Strait) is one of the busiest shipping 
regions in Australia.
Shipping consists of international and coastal cargo trade, passenger services and cargo and 
vehicular ferry services across Bass Strait. Commercial vessels use the route when transiting 
between ports on the east, south and west coasts of Australia, and there are regular passenger 
and cargo services between mainland Australia and Tasmania.
The EMBA overlaps the majority of the South-east Marine shipping region, with the main 
shipping route running through the VIC/P79 operational area.

Tourism The King Island tourism sector is estimated to generate $5 million in annual economic output, 
contributing to a total output from the King Island economy of $190.6 million. King Island is 
renowned for its fresh produce, recreational activities including fishing, surfing, kiteboarding 
and golf. Tourism employed 34 people representing 4.9% of King Island employment in 2013.
In Victoria, a total of 53.9 million domestic visitors visited the region, however, these levels 
are only 88% of the pre-pandemic numbers (Business Victoria, 2023). The Great Ocean 
Road tourism region in particular places enormous importance on the coastal and marine 
environment, including whale watching, recreational diving, surfing and fishing. The 2018/2019 
season employed 13,100 people in tourism, or 19% of workers in the region (Business Victoria 
2023).

15



Table 3: Summary of Socio-Economic and Cultural Values and Sensitivities

Value and Sensitivity Description

Commonwealth Managed 
Fisheries

The following Commonwealth managed fisheries have recorded fishing in the EMBA in the 
last 10 years. Details are provided below regarding the overlap with operational areas:

•  Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (SSESF) – The operational areas overlap 
areas of low, medium and high Shark Gillnet sub-sector fishing intensity (recorded 
2016-2021) by approximately 1.54%, 0.52% and 0.77% respectively; with no known catch 
recorded for the Shark Hook sub-sector or Scalefish Hook sector within operational areas; 
the operational areas overlap areas of low Commonwealth Trawl Sector (CTS) intensity 
fishing in T/49P (<0.5 hours/km2) and low and medium intensity fishing in VICP/79 
(recorded 2016 and 2021).

•  Southern Squid Jig Fishery (SSJF) – The VICP/79 operational area overlaps areas of low, 
medium and high fishing intensity (recorded 2016-2021) by approximately 15.95%, 
25.01% and 36.1% respectively. 

•  Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery (BSCZSF) – No known catch recorded within 
operational areas.

•  Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery (ETBF) – No known catch recorded within operational 
areas.

•  Southern Bluefin Tuna Fishery (SBTF) – No known catch recorded within operational areas.
•  Small Pelagic Fishery (SPF) – No known catch recorded within operational areas.

State-Managed Fisheries The following State-managed fisheries have recorded fishing in the EMBA in the last 10 
years. Details are provided below regarding the overlap with operational areas:

• Victorian-managed fisheries:
 -  Southern Rock Lobster – The operational areas overlap 11 of the 53 reporting blocks 

recording vessel activity within the SRL fishery, nine of which report <5 vessels. The 
remaining blocks range between five and seven vessels.

 -  Giant Crab – 28 reporting grids overlap operational areas. However, catch and effort 
data is not available due to low number (<5) operators.

 -  Multi-Species Ocean – Limited data is available due to confidentiality as there are less 
than five active fishers.

 -  Octopus – 2 reporting grids overlap the northern extent of the VICP/79 operational 
areas. Catch and effort data is not available due to the low number of operators (<5).

 -  Abalone, Eel and Pipis – No overlap with operational areas.
 -  Scallop, Sea Urchin and Wrasse – No known catch recorded within operational areas.

• Tasmanian-managed fisheries:
 -  Southern Rock Lobster – 17 reporting grids overlap the T/49P operational area. 

However, catch and effort data is not available due to the low number of operators 
(<5).

 -  Giant Crab – 10 reporting grids overlap the T/49P operational area. However, catch and 
effort data is not available due to the low number of operators (<5).

 -  Abalone, Commercial Dive and Marine Plants – No overlap with operational areas.
 -  Octopus, Scalefish and Scallops – No known catch recorded within operational areas.

• South-Australian managed fisheries:
 -  Abalone, Charter boat, Giant Crab, Marine Scalefish, Miscellaneous, Sardine and Rock 

Lobster – No overlap with operational areas 

• NSW-managed fisheries:
 -  Abalone, Lobster, Ocean hauling, Ocean trap & line, Southern fish trawl, Ocean trawl, 

Sea urchin and turban shell restricted fishery and S37 permit – No overlap with 
operational areas.
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Table 3: Summary of Socio-Economic and Cultural Values and Sensitivities

Value and 
Sensitivity

Description

Cultural Heritage
Maritime 
Archaeological 
Heritage

The Australasian Cultural Heritage Database lists hundreds of wrecks both historic (>75 years old) and 
non (< 75 years old) within the EMBA. During consultation it was identified that, although no wrecks are 
identified within the operational areas, it is considered possible that unidentified shipwrecks and aircraft 
may be present. Many of the positions provided in the database, including those near the operational 
areas, are not the known position but are the centre point of an area within which a shipwreck may be 
located.

In addition to the general protection provided by the Underwater Cultural Heritage Act 2018, there 
are a number of shipwrecks within Australia which have established protected zones. Zones may 
be established for a number of reasons including conservation, management, or public safety 
considerations. Within the EMBA there are four shipwrecks with established protection zones.

First Nations 
Heritage

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is located within western Bass Strait which is the marine 
environment between mainland Australia and Tasmania. Bass Strait was formed during the last glacial 
period, between 110,000 and 12,000 years ago. Sea Country is of First Nations cultural heritage significance. 
Although this area is now submerged, it had been occupied for thousands of years (Biosis 2023).
The South-east Regional Marine Plan Assessment Report titled ‘Sea Country – an Indigenous perspective’, 
states “As on land, saltwater country contained evidence of the Dreamtime events by which all 
geographic features, animals, plants and people were created. It contained sacred sites, often related 
to these creation events, and it contained tracks, or Songlines along which mythological beings 
travelled during the Dreamtime. The sea, like the land, was integral to the identity of each clan, and clan 
members had a kin relationship to the important marine animals, plants, tides and currents.”  “In addition, 
‘Indigenous peoples still relate to land that was inundated by sea during the last ice age and regard it as 
their own.”
ConocoPhillips Australia is aware of First Nations peoples’ connection to coastal areas, totem species 
and Sea Country and will support the development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CHPP) 
that will be co-designed with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities, to 
protect cultural values and sensitivities (CM05). 
We are aware of the following Indigenous Protected Areas and Consultation Areas in Victoria, 
within the EMBA:
•  The Deen Maar Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) dedicated in 1999. This IPA covers 453 hectares of 

rolling sand dunes, limestone ridges, a river, lake and wetlands and is located on the south-west coast 
of Victoria near the town of Yambuk.

•  The Gunditjmara Sea Country Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) Consultation Area (Gunditj Mirring 
Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation with Eastern Marr Aboriginal Corporation). The 
consultation project aims to support Indigenous-led consultation with Traditional Owners and other 
stakeholders, management planning, and on-sea/on-land management.

•  The Nanjit to Mallacoota Sea Country IPA Consultation Area (Gurnaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal 
Corporation), in coastal waters of the Gippsland region in Victoria. The area comprises numerous 
marine and coastal parks and includes the Ramsar listed Gippsland Lakes and Raymond Island, a 
highly significant cultural site.

We are aware of the following Indigenous Protected Areas In Tasmania, within the EMBA:
•  The Preminghana IPA covering 524 hectares of land to protect historic Aboriginal engraving sites and 

the endangered Preminghana daisy, dedicated in 1999. 
•  The Babel Island IPA, located to the east of Flinders Island, with Australia’s largest mutton bird rookery, 

dedicated in 2009.
•  The Badger Island IPA dedicated in 2000.
•  The lungatalanana (Clarke Island) IPA, being the third largest of the Furneaux islands, dedicated in 

2009. 
•  The Mount Chappell Island IPA dedicated in 2000 with mutton bird rookeries accommodation for 

community members.
•  Big Dog Island, an important mutton-birding island located to the south of Flinders Island, dedicated 

in 2009. 
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Table 3: Summary of Socio-Economic and Cultural Values and Sensitivities

Value and 
Sensitivity

Description

Cultural Heritage

Native Title The Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) is a law that was passed by the Australian Parliament which recognises 
the rights and interests of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in land and waters according to 
their traditional laws and customs.

Within the EMBA in Tasmania, there are no registered native title claims.

Within the EMBA in Victoria, native title has been recognised to:

•  the Gunditjmara people (in 2007)
•  the Gunaikurnai people (in 2010)
•  the Gunditjmara and the Eastern Maar people (in 2011)
•  the Eastern Maar people (in 2023)

Two other active claims exist where there is currently no registration or determination, 
including:

•  the Boonwurrung People (2021)
•  the Wadawurrung People (2022)

Within the EMBA in South Australia, a registered claim exists from 2017 over the south east coast 
(19,681 km2) of South Australia near the Victorian border by the First Nations of the South East. There 
is currently no determination registered over the area of the claim in the National Native Title Register.

Within the EMBA in New South Wales, a registered claim exists from 2017 over the south coast land 
and waters (16,808 km2) by the South Coast people. There is currently no determination registered 
over the area of the claim in the National Native Title Register. 
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Summary of Environmental Assessment

The Environment Regulations require that the EP details and evaluates the environmental impacts and risks for the 
activity and demonstrates that the impacts and risks of the activity will be reduced to as low as reasonably practicable 
and acceptable levels, providing details of the control measures to be used to achieve this.

The ConocoPhillips Australia environmental impact and risk assessment methodology provides a structured and 
comprehensive process for identifying, assessing and managing environmental impacts and risks. The methodology 
aligns with ConocoPhillips Australia’s Risk Management Procedure which is part of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Health, Safety and Environmental Management System (HSEMS). The methodology meets the requirements of the 
Environment Regulations and is consistent with:

•  Australian and New Zealand Standard for Risk Management (AS/NZS ISO 31000:2018, Risk Management – Principles 
and Guidelines) 

•  AS/NZS ISO 14001:2016: Environmental Management System (EMS) – Requirements with guidance for use

•  UK offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-related decision making (Oil & Gas UK, formerly UKOOA, 2014)

•  NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Decision Making Guideline (N-04750-GL1721, December 2022), and 

•  NOPSEMAs Environment Plan Content Requirements Guidance Note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020).

Environmental aspects are an element of an activity that interacts or can interact with the environment.  
Environmental aspects can have a direct impact on the environment, contribute only partially or indirectly to a larger 
environmental change or create a risk to one or more environmental receptors. Aspects can be planned (inherent 
part of the activity e.g., light) or unplanned (not part of the activity e.g., spills).

A summary of the planned and unplanned aspects identified for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, and the 
determination of control measures, is provided below.

Environmental Impacts from Planned Aspects

The assessment of planned aspects has identified the following key topics for assessment:

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation during the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program EP to inform its understanding of relevant environmental values and sensitivities and to support the 
assessment of environmental impacts, risks and control measures.

•  Interaction with Other Marine and Coastal Users

•  Light Emissions

•  Noise Emissions

•  Seabed Disturbance

•  Air Emissions

•  Discharges
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Interference with Other Marine and Coastal Users

Other marine and coastal users, such as commercial and recreational shipping and fishing vessels, may be operating 
within the operational area during the activity. The movement of vessels or the presence of the MODU could interfere 
with these other users.

What are the possible impacts?
Exclusion zones will be established by ConocoPhillips Australia to support safe marine operations, minimising the 
risk of interactions with other marine users. These include a 500 m radius Safe Navigation Area (SNA) around seabed 
survey vessel(s) and any towed equipment, and a 500 m radius Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ) and a 2 km radius 
cautionary zone around the MODU. Access to these areas by other marine users will be limited. Marine users will be 
notified e.g. notice to mariners, prior to the exclusion zones being enacted and again once the short-term temporary 
seabed survey and exploration drilling activities are completed and the exclusion zones are no longer in effect.

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the impacts associated with the visibility of the rig from the 
coast. Visibility modelling predicts that the tip of the derrick on the MODU may be visible from the Victorian or King 
Island coastline. Additionally, the main deck of the MODU may be visible from some locations along the coast when 
operating in the closest parts of the operational areas on a clear day. Impacts to visual amenity will be short-term, 
temporary and fully recoverable once the activities are completed.

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage impacts?
ConocoPhillips Australia will implement a Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan for the 
activity to ensure that the outcomes of the NOPSEMA assessment are communicated to marine and coastal users and 
that during the activity relevant persons are informed about the progress of the activity and any changes. Specific 
notifications will be provided prior to vessel/MODU arrival in the operational areas and on departure, so the maritime 
industry is aware of petroleum activities. 

A Safe Operations Guide will be developed and implemented detailing pre-activity and on-water communication 
processes, including SMS messages and radio communications on Channel 16. 

In addition, an Adjustment Protocol will be negotiated with peak fishing associations to ensure that commercial 
fishers are not economically disadvantaged as a result of the activity. The protocol will also be developed in 
consideration of feedback from consultation with marine users who identified they could be potentially impacted.

These measures are consistent with legislative requirements, international standards and good practice guidelines, 
and reduce the consequences associated with interference to minor levels that are ALARP and acceptable.

Seabed Disturbance
Seabed disturbance occurs when activities interact with the seabed in some way, for example, when anchors are 
placed on the seabed or when sediment is collected as part of the seabed survey. The extent of direct seabed 
disturbance is predicted to be 0.006 km2 per well, or 0.037 km2 in total, located entirely within the operational areas.

What are the possible impacts?
The seabed within the operational areas is a mixture of unconsolidated calcareous ooze, calcareous sand and silt and 
a mixture of mud and sand with some rocky reefs. The diversity of species (such as invertebrates) in these areas is 
relatively high, but with patchy distribution and little evidence of distinct biogeographic regions. Extensive areas of 
rocky reefs or outcrops (where sponges, coral and more diverse fauna may be present) are unlikely to be present in 
the operational areas. 

When the seabed is disturbed, e.g. during the placement of anchors, soft sediments can be suspended into the water 
column, resulting in a decrease in water quality or light penetration near the seabed. Given the hydrodynamics in 
open ocean areas, the area of decreased water quality is expected to be localised and temporary, as sediments settle 
out of the water column relatively quickly. 

Following the removal of anchors and other equipment on the seabed, disturbed areas are expected to recolonise 
within weeks to a few months, and impacts are not predicted to be long-lasting.
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If drilling were to occur within the multiple use zone of the Zeehan Marine Park, the potential impact area (0.006 km2 
at each well) is small compared to the size of the AMP (19,897 km2). Considering impacts to ecological receptors are 
localised, short-term and recoverable, no changes are predicted to the ecosystems, habitats, communities or sea-floor 
features which represent the conservation values of this Marine Park.

Commercially important seabed species, including giant crab and southern rock lobster, are mobile and are 
generally less vulnerable than sessile species to sedimentation, as they are able to move to areas with less sediment 
accumulation or by more efficiently physically removing particles. Due to the small area of seabed which may be 
disturbed within the wider extent of available fishing grounds, and the short duration of the activity, impacts to 
commercial benthic species are predicted to be localised and insignificant at a population level. 

Disturbance of the seabed also has the potential to interfere with cultural heritage, being both maritime archaeology 
and First Nations values and sensitivities.

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
Seabed surveys will be undertaken prior to finalising the MODU position and location of mooring equipment, and 
seabed equipment. Seabed relief and sensitive seabed features will inform the well location to minimise impacts to 
the benthic environment and sensitive receptors.  At the end of drilling at each well, all equipment on the seafloor 
will be removed.

ConocoPhillips Australia will support the development of a Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) in 
consultation with First Nations cultural heritage advisors and indigenous communities with Sea Country within or 
adjacent to the operational areas, to protect cultural values and sensitivities. This program includes the analysis of 
seabed survey data by suitably qualified persons to support the identification of priorities and measures to protect 
both maritime archaeology and First Nations cultural heritage values and sensitivities. This Program will provide 
benefits across all aspects of the activity, not just related to seabed disturbance.

These measures are consistent with legislative requirements, industry standards and good practice guidelines, and 
reduce the consequences associated with seabed disturbance to minor levels that are ALARP and acceptable.

Additionally, sediment samples collected to validate seabed survey data will be retained for onshore analysis, 
contributing to knowledge of the benthic environment in the Otway Basin.

Light Emissions
Lighting is required on vessels and the MODU for operational and navigation safety, and is mandatory under maritime 
regulations. In addition, well testing may be conducted should a gas discovery occur. Well testing involves short-term 
flaring, up to a maximum of 120 hours per well over intermittent periods, which would emit additional light.

The National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife (CoA 2023) recommends that potential impacts to sensitive wildlife 
are assessed within 20 km of a vessel-based light source. ConocoPhillips Australia undertook light modelling for 
flaring, which conservatively estimated that a change in ambient light may be detectable out to 50 km.

What are the possible impacts?
Marine turtles, seabirds and migratory shorebirds and some socio-economic receptors and cultural features may be 
sensitive to additional light in the environment. 

Marine fauna, particularly seabirds and shorebirds, may be attracted to light and can become disorientated resulting 
in more time at sea, interference with navigation and stranding or grounding.  Birds that are most sensitive to light 
within 20-50 km of the operational areas include the nocturnally foraging common-diving petrel and the Critically 
Endangered orange-bellied parrot which may overfly an area of increased ambient light on migration. The National 
Recovery Plan for the Orange-bellied Parrot (2016) identifies that the behaviour of this species may be modified by 
the presence of barriers such as wind turbines and illuminated boats, with the impacts of barriers greatest where they 
occur on migration routes, though there is little more than anecdotal evidence to support this. During the exploration 
program, illuminated vessels and the MODU will not be conducting petroleum activities in areas that overlap the 
migration routes. Impacts associated with flaring, which will not occur within the migration route but rather may 
change ambient light in the area, will be temporary and of short duration (120 hours per well). Therefore, a change in 
ambient light is unlikely to cause behavioural changes or result in injury/mortality to the orange-bellied parrot.
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During day-to-day operations, light from the vessels and the MODU will be indistinguishable from other marine traffic 
when viewed from the coast. When flaring is taking place, light levels viewed from the closest possible point on the 
coast will be equivalent to a quarter moon night sky.

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a Light Management Plan in line with the National Light 
Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife, for the exploration program. Once safety navigational lighting requirements are 
met, the Light Management Plan will detail additional mitigations to ensure artificial lighting is reduced to minimum 
levels based on the information in the Seabird Light Mitigation Toolbox wherever practicable, whilst maintaining 
safe working conditions and navigation. Specifically, outwards facing lighting will be reduced to minimum levels, 
directions will be issued to MODU and vessel personnel to minimise non-essential lights (e.g. close blinds, turn lights 
off, etc.), and a rescue program will be implemented for grounded birds.

If flaring is needed, it will be limited to a maximum of 120 hours per well, and initial flaring events will commence 
during daylight hours. The timing of subsequent flaring events at each well will be determined by operational safety 
and testing requirements.

These measures are consistent with legislative requirements, international standards and good practice guidelines, 
and reduce the consequences associated with light emissions to minor levels that are ALARP and acceptable.

Air Emissions
Air emissions arise from the combustion of fuel to operate vessels, helicopters, the MODU and onboard equipment, 
and from flaring and venting. Air emissions include Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions (Scope 1 GHG emissions 
emitted during the exploration program) and non-GHG emissions. Air emissions can change localised air quality and 
contribute to national GHG emissions.

What are the possible impacts?
Changes to air quality will be rapidly dispersed and diluted by offshore winds to below measurable levels, in close 
proximity to emissions sources. These emissions are not predicted to impact on the health or amenity of the nearest 
human coastal settlements, nor affect seabirds overflying the activity.

Although emissions of GHGs such as carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide during the activity will add to GHGs 
in the atmosphere, they are very small when compared to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale, and are 
not predicted to have determinable impacts. 

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
Air emissions will be limited through measures to ensure vessels, the MODU, and equipment are well maintained 
and optimised. Flaring will be limited to a maximum of 120 hours per well and the flaring system selected will aid in 
the reduction of emissions; Volumes flared will be recorded and combustion emissions calculated and reported, as 
required by relevant regulations.

These measures are consistent with legislative requirements, international standards and good practice guidelines, 
and reduce the consequences associated with air emissions to minor levels that are ALARP and acceptable.

Underwater Sound Emissions
Sound emissions can be categorised as:

•  Non-impulsive, or ‘continuous’ sound which is monotonous in nature and typically present while that activity is 
undertaken. Non-impulsive sound will be generated by propellers, thrusters and equipment operation on the 
vessels and MODU, and by helicopters. These noises are typical of other marine activities in the region such as 
commercial shipping and fishing. 

•  Impulsive sound varies in tone or frequency, often rapidly. Impulsive sound sources from the activity include 
geophysical survey equipment, and short-term well evaluation techniques. 

Modelling for a range of impulsive and non-impulsive sound sources was conducted by international experts to 
inform the assessment of impacts to the marine environment associated with the activity.
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What are the possible impacts?
Noise in the marine environment can lead to permanent or temporary hearing impairment, and can behaviourally 
disturb sensitive fauna, with some of these species having identified cultural significance. Research into noise 
thresholds, which cause different impacts for different receptor groups, combined with the modelling undertaken for 
the activity, have been used to inform the assessment of impacts. 

Fish and Marine Invertebrates
Non-impulsive sound is predicted to reach the levels associated with effects for some fish species within 
10s of metres of sound sources. For effect thresholds to be exceeded, fish would have to remain continuously at those 
distances for either 12 hours (temporary injury threshold) or 48 hours (recoverable injury threshold). Although there 
are no threshold criteria relevant to marine invertebrates for non-impulsive sound, there is the potential for sub-lethal 
impacts.

Fish and benthic invertebrates may be sensitive to impulsive sound during well testing, however, the short duration 
(maximum 20 hours per well), along with the likelihood of negative affect being restricted to within a few hundred 
metres of the source, reduce the potential for impacts to these species. Further, fish are expected to exhibit avoidance 
behaviour and swim away when sound reaches levels which may cause physiological effects.

Marine Turtles
Marine turtles are expected to be transient in the area due to the absence of biologically important behaviours or 
critical habitat. Consequently, permanent and temporary injuries, which occur as a result of prolonged exposure, are 
not predicted. 

Birds
Most seabirds, including penguins, are generally shallow divers and utilise surface waters where the acoustic signals 
destructively interfere with the sea surface, resulting in much lower sound exposure compared with deeper waters. 
Consequently, birds are not expected to be affected by above or below water noise.

Marine Mammals
Marine mammals are sensitive to changes in sound in the marine environment as they use sound for important 
behaviours such as communicating and echolocation. Modelling recognises the different hearing levels or thresholds 
of different species and groups, relevant to their hearing ranges, to help inform the assessment process. The most 
sensitive species are low-frequency hearing cetaceans, such as the Endangered southern right whale and blue whale. 
For these low-frequency species, injury as a result of underwater sound is not predicted to occur; however, they could 
be behaviourally disturbed. ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken detailed assessment of the largest extent of 
possible impacts over biologically important areas to ensure that underwater sound emissions do not impact on the 
recovery of blue whales and southern right whales, or on biologically important behaviours of other species. These 
measures will be implemented and evaluated for effectiveness throughout the exploration program.  

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
ConocoPhillips Australia has developed and will implement a Whale Management Plan. Specific controls include:

•  Dedicated marine mammal observers, who will monitor for marine mammals, report detections and provide 
oversight of the implementation of adaptive management measures. 

•  A decision making framework to support the commencement of specific activities based on detections during 
daylight and pre-activity surveys, including night-time and low visibility controls.

•  Safe operating distances between vessels and marine mammals, and

•  Safe points for operational activities.

Further, the implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) may support the development of 
additional mitigation strategies for culturally important species that may be sensitive to underwater sound.

The measures detailed in the Whale Management Plan are consistent with conservation and recovery plans and 
conservation advice for potentially affected species and good practice guidelines, and reduce the consequences 
associated with underwater sound to minor levels that are ALARP and acceptable.
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Discharges
Activities conducted as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program will result in discharges to the marine 
environment including:

•  Drilling discharges, such as drill cuttings and fluids, cements, and other minor discharges such as hydraulic fluid.

•  Operational discharges from vessels and the MODU (such as cooling water, brine, putrescible waste, grey water and 
sewage), with small volumes released to surface water, as done by most commercial offshore vessels.

What are the possible impacts?
The release of drilling discharges to the seabed and sea surface will result in localised and temporary changes in 
water quality, sediment quality and habitat composition.  Drilling discharges are of low toxicity and will quickly 
dissipate in the water column or disperse on the seafloor. Consequently, impacts are expected to be short-term, 
localised to smaller areas within 2 km of each well, and recoverable.

Operational discharges will cause localised and temporary changes in water quality, with extensive research showing 
impacts are limited to 500 m from the discharge source.  Marine fauna and plankton within 500 m of the MODU or 
vessels could experience a change in behaviour e.g. increased foraging due to elevated nutrient levels, however, the 
small volumes and dynamic nature of the marine environment means any impacts will be short-term, localised and 
recoverable.

Discharges are expected to be dispersed and diluted rapidly within the offshore waters of the Otway Basin. 

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
Discharges to offshore waters are to be managed to acceptable levels as regulated by maritime laws and conventions, 
such as MARPOL and relevant Marine Orders. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will implement a chemical selections procedure which requires that all chemicals used that 
may be discharged to sea are environmentally acceptable by national and international standards, based on their 
toxicity, biodegradation and potential to bioaccumulate.

These measures are consistent with legislative requirements, international standards and good practice guidelines, 
and reduce the consequences associated with planned discharges to minor levels that are as low as reasonably 
practicable and acceptable. 

Environmental Risks from Unplanned Events
In the course of preparing the EP, ConocoPhillips Australia identified possible unplanned events which could occur 
during the activity. These include:

•  Loss of material or waste overboard

•  Interaction with marine fauna

•  Invasive Marine Species (IMS)

•  Accidental release of hydrocarbons

Loss of Materials or Waste Overboard
While undertaking the activity there is a remote likelihood that small quantities of waste or other materials may be 
lost to the marine environment, e.g. litter blowing over the side of a vessel, solid objects dropped during transfer 
operations and floating or sinking to the seafloor, or small uncontained spills. These types of events have been 
heard of within the industry and are known to occur during other offshore marine activities such as shipping and 
commercial fishing.

What are the possible impacts?
Wastes and materials lost overboard could result in a change in water quality, a change in benthic habitat, present a 
risk to marine fauna of entanglement or ingestion, or create a navigational hazard to other vessels.
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How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
Vessel management systems addressing dropped objects, waste storage, and chemical selection, handling and 
storage are well practised and well understood. Processes will be in place to ensure standards for carriage, stowage 
and securing of cargos and waste management are met and support vessels can undertake to retrieve objects where 
safe to do so. 

These measures are consistent with legislative requirements, international standards and good practice guidelines, as 
well as relevant conservation management and recovery plans and conservation advice, reducing the residual risk to 
low levels that are ALARP and acceptable.

Interactions with Marine Fauna
Vessels, the rig and aircraft may have limited manoeuvrability during particular activities. During these periods there 
is a remote likelihood of interactions with marine fauna such as vessel collision and aircraft collision. These types of 
interactions have been heard of within the industry and are known to occur during other offshore marine activities 
such as shipping and commercial fishing.

What are the possible impacts?
Large or slow-moving marine fauna that commonly dwell near the surface and frequent areas associated with a high 
level of vessel traffic are the most susceptible to vessel collision. In the operational areas, this includes threatened and 
migratory cetaceans and marine turtles. Additionally, seabirds are at risk of colliding with surface infrastructure, for 
example the derrick on the MODU, or with aircraft. Some of these species have identified cultural significance.

The risk of collision between fauna and a vessel depends on the vessel speed, with fast moving vessels less likely to be 
able to take evasive action and more likely to have serious consequences. When vessels are stationary or slow moving, 
such as the vessels undertaking activities within the operational areas, the risk of collision is extremely low. Birds have 
been known to collide with surface infrastructure and be attracted and/or disoriented by lights. 

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
ConocoPhillips Australia will adhere to legislative requirements regarding vessel distances from fauna, as described 
in the EPBC Regulations (Part 8 Division 8.1 interacting with cetaceans) and will implement speed restrictions and an 
increased caution zone of 500 m between whales and vessels, to ensure cetaceans are not harmed during offshore 
activities. The ConocoPhillips Australia Whale Management Plan includes measures to limit impacts to marine 
mammals and the presence of marine mammal observers on vessels will provide for early detection of cetaceans in 
the area. 

The ConocoPhillips Australia Light Management Plan will include measures to minimise light impacts, and vessel and 
MODU crew will be provided guidance for responding to and reporting grounded birds. Further, the implementation 
of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) may support the development of additional mitigation strategies 
for culturally important species that may be at risk of vessel and aircraft strike.

These measures are consistent with maritime legislation, conservation and recovery plans and conservation advice 
for potentially affected species, and reduce the risk of interactions with marine fauna to low levels that are ALARP and 
acceptable. 
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Introduction and Establishment of Invasive Marine Species
Invasive Marine Species (IMS), or marine pests, include marine plants or animals that have been introduced to an to 
area where they do not normally occur, and become established and spread.  These species have the potential harm 
Australia’s marine environment and dependent industries.

The introduction and translocation of IMS within Australian waters may occur as a result of ballast water discharges or 
from biofouling on vessels and submerged equipment.

What are the possible impacts?
The establishment of IMS in the Otway Basin could affect marine invertebrates and associated benthic habitats, 
protected marine areas and commercial fisheries. Successful establishment in a new environment depends on water 
currents, upwellings, habitat type, water depth, wave exposure, water temperature, salinity and the distance from the 
coast; with most species preferring shallow disturbed waters, such as those found in ports, and hard rocky substrates.  
The benthic environment within the operational areas does not represent favourable habitat given the deep, well 
mixed waters away from coastal habitats. 

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
Vessel management systems addressing IMS risks are well practiced and well understood. ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
marine assurance process and IMS risk assessment process will ensure that vessel contractors adhere to maritime 
legislation and national and international requirements for the management of ballast water and biofouling, reducing 
the risk of introduction, establishment and spread of IMS to low levels that are as low as reasonably practicable and 
acceptable. 

Accidental Release of Hydrocarbons
The OPGGS Act requires titleholders to prevent the escape of petroleum to the environment from their activities. 
Failure to prevent the escape of petroleum is an offence. Although extremely unlikely to occur, all offshore operations 
do carry a risk of an unplanned hydrocarbon release. Detailed risk assessment and response planning is required prior 
to activities occurring.

As described earlier in this EP summary (section: Environment That May Be Affected), modelling of worst-case credible 
spill scenarios has been conducted to provide an informed estimate of where hydrocarbons might go if nothing is 
done to respond, and supports the prediction of possible effects. Hundreds of hypothetical individual spills (1400 
in this case) are simulated for each worst-case scenario to show where hydrocarbons from a spill could go under 
different metocean conditions (such as currents, wind, waves and temperature). 

For the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, the worst-case spill scenarios have been defined as:

• A marine diesel spill from a vessel collision or during refuelling; and

• A Loss of Well Control (LOWC), assuming the failure of multiple control systems. 

Other minor spills could occur from hose failures, incorrect handling procedures, or mechanical failures, etc. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has also prepared a detailed information sheet on 
Unplanned Hydrocarbon Releases, available via the Resource Library on the 
online consultation hub. Visit the online consultation hub by scanning the QR Code.
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What are the possible impacts?
Hydrocarbons in the marine environment will affect water quality, which can have knock-on effects for all marine 
fauna and flora. These impacts can be due to ingestion of contaminated water, or from contact with hydrocarbons 
i.e. coating skin or feathers. Wider ecosystem impacts can occur if the spill is large or affects a sensitive population, 
habitat or location.

If hydrocarbons reach coastal waters, or are washed up onto the shoreline, they could affect coastal habitats and 
require remediation.

Other marine and coastal users, such as shipping, fishing and tourism, could be impacted by a hydrocarbon release 
when exclusions are put in place during response efforts. Fisheries can also be affected by tainting of fish stocks in 
extreme circumstances.

How will ConocoPhillips Australia manage the impacts?
ConocoPhillips Australia will ensure that all contractors adhere to national and international requirements regarding 
spill prevention and response, including maintaining response plans, equipment and training.  

Maritime notifications will ensure marine users are aware of the presence of the exploration program, including 
any operational exclusion zones, reducing the risk of collision. The rig and vessels will have automatic identification 
systems and will meet navigational lighting requirements to support detection at sea, and support vessels will 
establish communications with nearby vessels.

Operational and preventative maintenance procedures are well practiced and well understood and minimise the 
likelihood of spills occurring. The well design and delivery process is conducted in accordance with international, 
national, industry and corporate standards; and processes and equipment that support well integrity are monitored 
to ensure effectiveness throughout the activity. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has developed an Oil Pollution Emergency Plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
consultation with state control agencies, and has prepared an Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program (OSMP) 
to inform initial response activities and monitor the environment through to recovery.  In the highly unlikely event 
of a spill, the response, including implementation of these plans, will include integration with local, national and 
international response organisations to mobilise resources, including experts and specialist equipment. 

The implementation of the Cultural Heritage Protection Program (CM05) may support the development of additional 
mitigation strategies for culturally important species that may be at risk in the extremely unlikely event of a spill.

These measures are consistent with legislative, international and national standards and good practice guidelines, and 
reduce the risks associated with hydrocarbons releases to medium levels that are ALARP and acceptable.

Implementation
The ConocoPhillips Australia Health, Safety and Environmental Management System (HSEMS) includes specific 
measures that will be used to ensure that, for the duration of the activity:

•  The environmental impacts and risks of the activity continue to be identified and reduced to a level that is as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP), and

•  Control measures detailed in the EP are effective in reducing the environmental impacts and risks of the activity to 
ALARP and acceptable levels, and

•  Environmental performance outcomes and standards set out in the EP are being met.
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Consultation and Next Steps
ConocoPhillips Australia formally commenced consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in February 
2023 to support the preparation of the EP. ConocoPhillips Australia has carried out a range of activities to:

•  Identify relevant persons and raise awareness of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program to support the 
self-identification of relevant persons.

•  Provide information about the activity and its potential impacts and risks, so individuals and organisations can 
determine if they have functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the proposed activity, and wish to 
be consulted as a relevant person.

•  Provide relevant persons with sufficient information and reasonable time, so they can make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed activity on their functions, interests and activities.

•  Receive and respond to feedback, including objections and claims.

•  Make appropriate changes in response to objections and claims, appropriate, to improve the environmental 
management of the activity..

ConocoPhillips Australia also made the draft EP chapters available to support consultation and the identification of 
further relevant persons, and so that relevant persons could provide further feedback to inform the preparation of the 
EP. 

Consultation in the preparation of the EP was completed in October 2023, which enabled ConocoPhillips Australia to 
consolidate the valuable information provided by relevant persons and ensure it was properly reflected in the EP, prior 
to submission to NOPSEMA for public comment. ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant 
persons throughout the public comment process. Once the EP is accepted, ongoing consultation procedures are 
in place, outlined in the EP, to ensure relevant persons remain up to date and informed throughout the life of the 
activity.

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064
conocophillips.com.au



Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

What we heard during 
the public comment period
ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to plan and prepare for 
exploration activities in the Otway Basin with the aim of identifying 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s 
energy needs and enable the global energy transition. 

INFORMATION SHEET 14 | MARCH 2024  ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00022

The importance of the public comment period
When preparing an Environment Plan (EP), feedback from relevant persons and community involvement 
is important and helps to ensure that environmental values and sensitivities are understood and impacts 
and risks have been identified and addressed.

Before any activity starts, ConocoPhillips Australia must demonstrate to the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety and Environment Management Authority (NOPSEMA) how the proposed 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program meets the objectives of Australia’s robust environment regulations.

NOPSEMA’s public comment period provided an opportunity for the public to review the EP and technical 
supporting reports and raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 
considered in the EP for the proposed activity.

What we heard
The public comments provided important information and 
insight for the EP. This is a summary of what we heard.

How public comments were 
taken into account in the EP
The public comments provided important 
information and insight for the EP. This is how 
the EP changed based on what we heard.

44 Updates or amendments to the EP 
were made, some involving multiple 
changes throughout the EP.

05

02

Environmental Performance 
Standards were enhanced.

Control Measures were improved. 

33 days
(16 Nov - 18 Dec 2023)

EP available for formal 
public comment 

11 378
Submissions 
received through 
petitions 

62
Individualised 
submissions 
received

By the time public comment 
concluded, the EP had been 
available for review for a 
total of 110 days.

Did you know?

11 440
Public comment submissions 
received via NOPSEMA



Key feedback themes that we heard 
through public comment 

Case study: 
Enhancing environmental 
performance through 
consultation 
During development of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP), 
ConocoPhillips Australia heard that the Victorian 
and Tasmanian coastlines were critical habitat for 
many species of marine fauna, including whales 
and seabirds, and set about putting in place 
measures to ensure marine fauna is protected 
in line with the conservation management plans 
published by the Australian Government.

ConocoPhillips Australia committed to 18 control 
measures in the initial EP, which included a 
Whale Management Plan (WMP) and a Light 
Management Plan.

During the public comment period, ConocoPhillips 
Australia heard that additional measures should 
be considered to protect marine fauna. To address 
this concern, ConocoPhillips  Australia first 
reviewed the EP to ensure that the scope of the 
impact and risk assessments were commensurate 
to the magnitude of impacts and nature and scale 
of the proposed activity.  This showed that the 
impact and risk assessments were appropriate 
and  sufficient, but the control measure in place 
(WMP) only managed potential impacts and risks 
for whales. 

ConocoPhillips Australia expanded the scope of 
the WMP to a Fauna Management Plan (FMP) to 
ensure the protection of a range of species that 
could  be encountered.  Some of the additional 
changes included in the FMP are: 

•  Controls for other species, including 
marine turtles, seals, dolphins and birds. 

•  Protections for flocks of rafting birds. 

•  Changes to an Environmental Performance 
Standard for the FMP to explicitly include 
consultation with relevant state government 
department specialists.  

The feedback from relevant persons consultation 
and public comment has improved the 
environmental performance and management of 
proposed activities in the offshore environment, 
providing enhanced protections for a range of 
marine fauna.  

Contact Us
If you would like more 
information, you can contact 
us in any of the following ways:  

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, 
QLD, 4064

Conocophillips.com.au 

What’s next?
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report 
responding to the public comments received, updated 
the EP and resubmitted it to NOPSEMA to commence 
assessment. NOPSEMA has published the Titleholder’s 
Report on public comment along with the resubmitted 
EP and commenced its assessment process. 
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate 
with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities 
and provide updates of any changes or new information 
as it becomes available.

35%

14%

11%

10%

6%

5%

4%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

Feedback not related to the proposed 
activity (e.g. Marine Seismic Survey)

Environmental and ecological concerns

Accidental hydrocarbon release concerns

Feedback about assessments and mitigation

Possible impacts of greenhouse gas emissions

Possible impacts on fish and invertebrates

Possible impacts on marine mammals

Possible impacts on birds

Feedback about the consultation 
and public comment process

First Nations insights

Possible impacts on tourism and recreation 

Other feedback
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to plan and prepare for  
exploration activities in the Otway Basin with the aim of identifying 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s 
energy needs and enable the global energy transition. 

Changes to the activity
We listened to your feedback and have reduced the operational area and introduced new 
activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 
The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, the completion of 
environmental assessments across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents, and 
consideration of public comment feedback. During this process ConocoPhillips Australia has continued 
to narrow and refine the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the feedback 
received and as a result of the maturation of subsurface data. 

This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be applied to further  
refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. 

The revised activity limitations further demonstrate how ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program meets the objectives of Australia’s robust environment regulations.

Our activity limitations are designed to minimise  
a range of impacts and risks. 

We’re not just focused on reducing the overall effects of our operations but also 
on specifically addressing issues like those associated with operating in shallower 
waters and near coastal regions and islands. 

By implementing these measures, we’re working to minimise disturbances to 
various marine species such as seals, sharks, whales and dolphins, and seabirds 
like penguins and shearwaters, particularly in biologically important areas. 

These efforts extend to mitigating impacts on other coastal and marine users while 
also respecting cultural values and sensitivities, including those related to Deen 
Maar, short-finned eels (Kooyang), whales (Karntubul), including southern right 
whales (Koontapool), pygmy blue whales (Wuuloc) and seals (Korn Moorn).

Project update
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Sources and attributions: Alcock et al. 2014, Geoscience Australia 2023, NOPTA 2024.  
Esri, TomTom, Garmoin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, Esri, TomTom, FAO, NOAA, USGS

As at 24 June, 2024
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Updated exploration activity locations

VIC/P79-North
 � Up to 3 seabed 

surveys* 
 � Up to 2 wells*

VIC/P79-South
 � Up to 5 seabed 

surveys*
 � Up to 4 wells*

No surveys or wells 
 � Where water depth is 

greater than 200m

T/49P
 � Up to 2 seabed 

surveys* 
 � Up to 1 well*

Activity scope June 2024

CHANGES MADE TO THE OPERATIONAL AREA

Operational 
Area

Original Area 
(km2)

Reduced Area (km2) 
August 2023

Reduced Area (km2) 
June 2024

VIC/P79 2384.4 2330.9 2139.4

T/49P 2579.3 2176.6 1132.0 

in operational areas since 
they were initially described34%

This represents a reduction of:

Reduction in  Vertical 
Seismic Profiling Tests 
from 6 to 2 2
Reduction in  Vertical 
Seismic Profiling  
from 20 to 12 hours 12hrs

Reduction in  flaring  
per well from 120  
to 100 hours 100hrs

Reduction in Drill  
Stem Tests  with  
Flaring from 6 to 4 4

Maximum number  
of seabed surveys 
capped at: 9

Maximum number   
of wells capped at: 6

Narrowing of range  
of operations within 
water depth of  
53m to 200m

125m

Activities limited  
in waters deeper 
than 125m

Minimum distance 
between a well drilled 
in VIC/P79-North  
and a well drilled in  
VIC/P79-South

5km

3
Cap on the number  
of wells drilled within 
any 12-month period
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*The maximum number of seabed 
surveys and wells is capped as 
shown above, with some allowance 
for flexible allocation of surveys and 
wells within the operational areas. 
See page 3 for further details.
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Activity Limitations
1 Operational area focus:
We are narrowing our operational areas to water depths ranging from 53 m to 200 m.  
This is aimed at:

 � Reducing impacts associated with activities in shallower waters.
 � Minimising proximity to sensitive coastal receptors, such as coastal communities, National Heritage 

Places, islands, biologically important areas for marine fauna, and cultural values and sensitivities.
 � Limiting activities in deeper waters where underwater sound travels further.

2 Distance between wells:
To mitigate cumulative impacts, we’re implementing a minimum distance of 5 km between a well 
drilled  in VIC/P79-North and a well drilled in VIC/P79-South. This helps limit the number of wells that 
can be drilled in close proximity to one another across the two areas during this campaign.

3 Activity limits based on water depth:
Activities in waters deeper than 125m are limited to two seabed surveys and the drilling of  
one well, along with support activities. This ensures a balance between operational needs and 
minimising impacts on marine fauna, particularly from underwater sound, which travels further  
in deeper locations.

4 Limits on the number of seabed surveys and wells within each area:
The number of seabed surveys and wells that may be completed within each of the three 
operational areas (VIC/P79-North, VIC/P79-South, and T/49P) have been reduced to minimise 
impacts within each area. These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 
subsurface data and the selection of some areas with a high probability of success. Our objective is to 
confirm resources with the least number of wells, thereby reducing environmental impacts and risks.

5 Limits on Vertical Seismic Profiling and Drill Stem Tests (flaring):
The number and duration of Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP) and Drill Stem Tests (DST) have  
been reduced to minimise impacts on sound and light sensitive species. VSP tests, which emit 
impulsive sound, have been reduced from 6 to 2 and the duration of VSP source activation at full 
power at each well has been reduced from 20 hours to 12 hours. DSTs, which involve flaring, have 
been reduced from 6 to 4 and the duration of flaring has been reduced from 120 hours per well to 
100 hours per well. These adjustments have been made as a result of the ongoing processing of 
subsurface data which now supports a reduced testing program.

6 Reduction in cumulative impact:
To reduce cumulative impacts we are capping the number of wells drilled within any 12-month 
period to 3 wells and limiting activities in each of the operational areas as shown on page 2.

7 Flexible allocation of surveys and wells within the cap:
The maximum number of seabed surveys are capped at 9 the maximum number of wells is  
capped at  6:

 � VIC/P79-North – up to 3 seabed surveys and up to 2 wells 
 � VIC/P79-South – up to 5 seabed surveys and up to 4 wells
 � T/49P – up to 2 seabed surveys and 1 well 

This means, for example, if we survey 5 locations and drill 4 wells in VIC/P79-South we would drop 
one survey and one well elsewhere to stay within the cap. Decision on where seabed survey and well 
locations will be within each area are continuing to be developed and will be informed by ongoing 
analysis and additional data generated throughout the drilling program.
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Contact Us
If you would like more information, 
you can contact us in any of the 
following ways: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

PO Box 1243, Milton, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

What’s Next? 
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan is currently under assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia  
will continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any changes  
or new information as it becomes available.

Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be expected as we mature our subsurface 
understanding, refine our assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, organisations,  
and authorities.

Glossary
Drill Stem Tests

After the well has been drilled, a drill stem test can be 
used to evaluate a well’s flow potential and hydrocarbon 
composition. The reservoir section would be cased and 
cemented prior to performing a drill stem test. The 
procedure is used for isolating and testing the pressure, 
permeability and productive capacity of a geological 
formation during the drilling of a well.

Flaring

Flaring is a controlled process to combust hydrocarbons 
produced during drill stem testing operations via the rig 
flare boom. The duration of flaring per well will be less than 
100 hours per well over multiple events. ConocoPhillips 
Australia will minimise the total flaring time by continuously 
monitoring the reservoir and production parameters during 
the well test to ensure that flaring will cease as soon as the 
required data has been collected.

Seabed Surveys

Seabed surveys are different from a seismic survey. They 
are designed specifically to map the seabed and directly 
below the seabed (up to approximately 100 metres), whereas 
seismic surveys are designed to image the subsurface up to 
several kilometres below the seabed. Sound generated from 
seabed survey equipment is significantly lower in intensity 
and duration than sound produced from a seismic array.

Seabed surveys will be conducted by one or two vessels 
travelling at slow speeds during data acquisition or 
stationary during geotechnical sampling.

Vertical Seismic Profiling

ConocoPhillips Australia is not proposing to conduct  
a marine seismic survey. The Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program involves seabed surveys and exploratory  
drilling only.

We understand, however, that some short-term temporary 
activities associated with drilling may be confused with 
seismic surveys. This includes a short term, localised well 
test called vertical seismic profiling. The sound source used 
during vertical seismic profiling is operated at full power for 
a maximum of 12 hours in the immediate vicinity of each of 
the two wells that require this appraisal test. 

The assessment of impacts of vertical seismic profiling 
(detailed in Environment Plan Section 6.7, Underwater  
Sound Emissions - Impulsive), demonstrates that there will 
be negligible to minor residual environmental impacts from 
this activity.

Wells

Exploration wells will be drilled using a single semi-
submersible mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU, rig or 
drilling rig). Drilling each well typically takes between  
30-40 days and may take up to a maximum of 90 days 
depending on weather and operational delays.

Acknowledgement
ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the First Nations Peoples and Traditional Custodians of this land, and  
we pay our respects to Elders past and present. We celebrate the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples’ long histories, rich cultures and connection to the land, 
water and air.

Artwork by Wakka Wakka artist, David Williams for the ConocoPhillips Reconciliation 
Action Plan.
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

ConocoPhillips Australia’s environment plan for the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program includes a range of measures to safeguard the southern right whale from 
any potential impacts caused by our activity to acceptable levels that are as low 
as reasonably practicable. Cultural, scientific and environmental information was 
gathered, allowing a full assessment of potential effects of the activity and to 
ensure the activity is consistent with the National Recovery Plan for the Southern 
Right Whale. 

Southern right whales were pushed to the brink of extinction by commercial whaling practices in the 19th century 
and are endangered. The eastern population of southern right whales is recovering from whaling, but at a slower 
rate to the western population. The long-life span, late maturity and low reproduction rate of this species means 
that a precautionary approach needs to be taken in the assessment and mitigation of potential impacts.

During the preparation of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan (EP) ConocoPhillips Australia 
learned a lot about southern right whales, including their cultural significance to Australia’s First Nations Peoples. 
We acknowledge that, to some First Nations groups, whales are totemic ancestors and their arrival along the 
coastline is considered to be the arrival of elders of the sea following a songline or ancient memory code that  
traces the journeys of ancestral spirits as they created the land, animals, and lore.

Protecting Southern Right Whales
Minimising impacts on reproduction
The Gunditjmara people recognise coastal Victorian waters 
as sacred birthing areas, resting and feeding sites and safe 
havens for southern right whale mothers and babies, that  
are directly related to ‘Gunditjmara Neeyn’ (midwives).  
These coastal ‘biologically important areas are important  
for the reproductive success of this species.

 � Proposed activities are not within or directly adjacent 
to biologically important areas (BIAs) for breeding– The 
southern right whales reproduction BIA is located along 
the coastline in waters less than 10m depth. This area is, at 
the closest possible range, approximately 20km away from 
operational areas.

 � Received sound levels at this area are well below levels 
that could impact important reproduction behaviours –  
as confirmed by international underwater sound experts.

Protecting Southern 
Right Whales
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How is ConocoPhillips 
Australia protecting other 
marine species?
The Fauna Management Plan 
provides specific measures 
to protect a range of species 
that may be present in the 
operational areas. For example, 
the Federal Government 
Regulation requirement for 
vessels to not approach within 
150 m for dolphins has also been 
applied to seals, marine turtles 
and flocks of rafting or foraging 
birds to mitigate disturbance and 
the risk of a collision.

Protecting Southern Right Whales
Information sheet 21 — November 2024

Minimising impacts on migration 
A range of species may be present in offshore waters, including southern 
right whales who migrate from coastal reproduction areas to southern 
feeding grounds.

 � Predictions show underwater sound won’t impact migration –   
Southern right whales migrate at speeds of approximately 3 km per hour 
and are not predicted to be affected by underwater sound for periods of 
time that could result in any auditory impairment.  

 � Safe distance maintained at all times – Vessels maintain an increased 
distance from southern right whale mothers with calves that may migrate 
through offshore waters on their way to southern feeding grounds. 
Federal Government Regulations require vessels to maintain a distance 
of 300m from whales. ConocoPhillips Australia has increased this to 
500m for all whales and 1km for southern right whales with calves.

The National Recovery 
Plan for the Southern 
Right Whale
The National Recovery Plan for 
the Southern Right Whale (SRW 
Recovery Plan) is a legislative 
instrument that applies under 
the EPBC Act and includes 
recovery objectives, biological 
and ecological information 
and specific conservation and 
management actions to promote 
recovery of the species. Some of 
these actions are relevant to the 
environmental management of 
offshore petroleum activities.

ConocoPhillips Australia has 
undertaken to demonstrate 
in the EP that the proposed 
exploration program can be 
conducted in a manner that will 
not affect the recovery of this 
important threatened species, 
consistent with the SRW 
National Recovery Plan.

 � Immediate activity stop – If a southern right whale is detected within  
an area where it may be affected by underwater sound during resupply, 
the activity will stop, and the vessel will move away as soon as it is safe  
to do so. 

 � Adaptive management procedures to ensure protection –  
Robust pre-start observation, soft-start, start-up delay and adaptive 
management procedures have been developed and will be implemented. 
These procedures focus on the protection of southern right whales as 
well as other species that may be undertaking biologically important 
behaviours, such as foraging.

 � We detect whales using multiple methods and enact protection 
measures accordingly – To mitigate for any potential effect the Fauna 
Management Plan was developed in consultation with marine fauna 
experts and marine fauna observer specialists. This plan ensures whales 
can be detected using ‘multiple-lines of evidence’ including: marine fauna 
observers, passive acoustic monitoring and aerial surveys.

 � The establishment of a Whale Expert Panel – This panel will be 
established to ensure the requirements of the Fauna Management Plan 
are implemented effectively.
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Protecting Southern Right Whales
Information sheet 21 — November 2024

Contact Us
In the interim, if you would like 
more information, please contact 
the Otway Project Team in any of 
the following ways: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

PO Box 1243, Milton, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

Acknowledgement

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the First Nations Peoples and Traditional Custodians of this land,  
and we pay our respects to Elders past and present. We celebrate the Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ long histories, rich cultures and connection to 
the land, water and air.

Artwork by Wakka Wakka artist, David Williams for the ConocoPhillips 
Reconciliation Action Plan.

Research informed protection measures
ConocoPhillips Australia has actively supported research in the Otway region  
to update historical datasets and improve the prediction of impacts and risks.  
This improved understanding has led to the application of more robust  
control measures to protect marine fauna, such as the application of controls  
all year-round which is based on increased periods of presence for some species 
detected during aerial surveys. 

This research includes but is not limited to:

 � Southern Right Whales – ConocoPhillips Australia supported research through 
the Arthur Rylah Institute, in expanding their southern right whale aerial 
monitoring program along the Victorian coastline for the 2023–24 seasons.

 � Blue Whales – ConocoPhillips Australia supported research through  
Fathom Pacific who conducted aerial surveys in the Otway Basin in 2021,  
2022 and 2023.

 � Many Species that visit the Victorian coastline – ConocoPhillips Australia  
is an advocate for community-based research programs with the Dolphin 
Research Institute, who are expanding their Two Bays Whale Program.

How is ConocoPhillips Australia held accountable
Activities conducted on petroleum titles are regulated by the Commonwealth National 
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA). 
NOPSEMA is Australia’s independent expert statutory authority established under the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006.

The assessment and acceptance process for ConocoPhillips Australia’s Environment 
Plan is undertaken and regulated by NOPSEMA. No activity proposed under the EP 
can start until NOPSEMA determines that the EP meets all necessary requirements. 
NOPSEMA evaluates ConocoPhillips Australia’s demonstration of compliance with The 
National Recovery Plan for the Southern Right Whale. 

NOPSEMA relies on scientific evidence and a team of highly qualified experts to ensure 
high-quality decision making and the effective regulation of offshore activites.
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From: Otway <Otway@conocophillips.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 25, 2022 8:30 AM 
To: Otway <Otway@conocophillips.com> 
Subject: UPDATE: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Activities  
 

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Activities  
25 November 2022 

 

We’d like to provide you with an update on our exploration plans in the offshore Otway Basin.  

The purpose of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration activities is to identify gas reserves to supply into the domestic 
market and contribute to Australia’s energy security.   

In 2021 we completed a marine seismic survey over our permit T/49P. We are currently processing the data we 
obtained which will help inform us of the location of potential gas reserves within that permit.  

This year we agreed to acquire an 80 percent interest in permit VIC/P79 which is located northwest of T/49P.  

As part of Government requirements for holding exploration permits, we will be progressing plans to drill 
exploration wells in both of these permit areas.   

To be able to do this, we will need to undertake consultation and prepare an Environment Plan (EP), which is then 
submitted to the offshore regulator (NOPSEMA) for public comment and assessment. No exploration activity can 
take place without an accepted EP in place. 

We will shortly be starting consultation on this work, and we look forward to engaging with you to better 
understand your interests, views and potential impacts.  

 

Have we missed anyone? If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, please have 
them contact us using the details below. 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

M: PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 
conocophillips.com.au 

 

Event ID 103
Doc ID 8459
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From: Otway <Otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Thursday, 11 May 2023 10:38 AM
Subject: PROJECT UPDATE: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program
Attachments: Project Update MAY23  ABU2 000 EX R01 D 00011.pdf

Good morning,  
 
Please find a�ached the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Explora�on Drilling Program Project Update. This 
informa�on sheet summarises the next phase of our Environment Plan development and consulta�on, where we 
will be establishing the context of our proposed ac�vity.  
 
We have created an online mapping tool where individuals, organisa�ons and associa�ons can share feedback about 
loca�ons of environmental values and sensi�vi�es. To view this, visit our consulta�on hub. 
 
We are also hos�ng a webinar on Tuesday 23 May, 5-6pm AEST, register to a�end via our consulta�on hub. 
 
If you have any ques�ons or require further informa�on, please don’t hesitate to contact us: 
otway@conocophillips.com or (07) 3182 7122 
Warm regards 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia Community Team 
 

Event ID 1157, 1158, 1197
Doc ID 8460



   

Community Information Sessions 

ConocoPhillips Australia will be hosting information sessions in 

Victoria to provide an update on the progress of the Environment Plan 

for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, which will include 

information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the 

proposed activity.  
  

Warrnambool - Monday 29 May, 6-8pm 

Archie Graham Community Centre 

118 Timor Street, Warrnambool 

  

Port Fairy - Tuesday 30 May, 6-8pm 

Star of the West Hotel 

76 Sackville Street, Port Fairy 

  

Portland - Wednesday 31 May, 6-8pm 

Portland Yacht Club 

Lee Breakwater Road, Portland 

  

Please note sessions in other Victorian locations will be communicated at a later date. 
  

    

  

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

  

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

Event ID 1205
Doc ID 8461



 

    

  

Don't forget to take the consultation 

survey to let us know if you'd like to 

be consulted as a relevant person as 

we continue to develop the 

Environment Plan. 
 

Can't get to an information session? 

Register for our online webinar 

series via our consultation hub. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

    

  

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 

  
  

 

Discover our Map  

Take the Survey  Register for Webinars  

Event ID 1205
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From: Otway
Sent: Wednesday, 17 May 2023 12:11 PM
Subject: PROJECT UPDATE: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program
Attachments: Project Update MAY23  ABU2 000 EX R01 D 00011.pdf

Hello,  
 
Please find a�ached the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Explora�on Drilling Program Project Update. This 
informa�on sheet summarises the next phase of our Environment Plan development and consulta�on, where we 
will be establishing the context of our proposed ac�vity.  
 
We have created an online mapping tool where individuals, organisa�ons and associa�ons can share feedback about 
loca�ons of environmental values and sensi�vi�es. To view this, visit our consulta�on hub. 
 
We are also hos�ng a webinar on Tuesday 23 May, 5-6pm AEST, register to a�end via our consulta�on hub. 
 
If you have any ques�ons or require further informa�on, please don’t hesitate to contact us: 
otway@conocophillips.com or (07) 3182 7122 
 
Warm regards 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia Community Team 
 

Event ID 1220
Doc ID 8462



 

Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Tuesday 23 May 2023 

Time: 5-6pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

Click here to join the meeting  

  

Meeting ID: 274 235 975 578  

Passcode: a8rinD  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A chat function 

with questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 

session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

Event ID 1221
Doc ID 8463



available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

   
 

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Discover Our Map  
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Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Tuesday 23 May 2023 

Time: 5-6pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

Click here to join the meeting  

  

Meeting ID: 274 235 975 578  

Passcode: a8rinD  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A chat function 

with questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 

session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

Event ID 1238
Doc ID 8464



available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

   
 

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Discover Our Map  
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From: Otway <Otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Friday, 19 May 2023 7:52 AM
Subject: PROJECT UPDATE: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program
Attachments: Project Update MAY23  ABU2 000 EX R01 D 00011.pdf

Categories: Saved as PDF

Good morning,  
 
Please find a�ached the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Explora�on Drilling Program Project Update. This 
informa�on sheet summarises the next phase of our Environment Plan development and consulta�on, where we 
will be establishing the context of our proposed ac�vity.  
 
We have created an online mapping tool where individuals, organisa�ons and associa�ons can share feedback about 
loca�ons of environmental values and sensi�vi�es. To view this, visit our consulta�on hub. 
 
We are also hos�ng a webinar on Tuesday 23 May, 5-6pm AEST, register to a�end via our consulta�on hub. 
 
If you have any ques�ons or require further informa�on, please don’t hesitate to contact us: 
otway@conocophillips.com or (07) 3182 7122 
 
Warm regards 
 
ConocoPhillips Australia Community Team 
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Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Tuesday 23 May 2023 

Time: 5-6pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

Click here to join the meeting  

  

Meeting ID: 274 235 975 578  

Passcode: a8rinD  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A chat function 

with questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 

session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

Event ID 1266
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available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

   
 

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Discover Our Map  
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Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Tuesday 23 May 2023 

Time: 5-6pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

Click here to join the meeting  

  

Meeting ID: 274 235 975 578  

Passcode: a8rinD  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A chat function 

with questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 

session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 
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available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

   
 

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Discover Our Map  
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Project Update - June 2023 

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in 

offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The 

proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy 

needs. 

    

  

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

  

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program 

that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 

in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters 

offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an Environment 

Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this exploration drilling program to be 

undertaken. Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory approval and 

rig availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-based seabed survey that 

will commence no earlier than January 2024. 

 

This information sheet summarises the next phase of Environment Plan 

development and consultation, where we will share our evaluations of 

environmental impacts and risks. 

    

Key Information 

 ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin and is preparing an Environment 

Plan (EP) which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for 

public comment and assessment. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a conducive investment 

environment. 
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 A range of information sheets providing information on the evaluation 
of environmental impacts and risks has been developed to support 
consultation. 

 ConocoPhillips Australia is now looking for feedback on these 
evaluations. 

 Individuals, organisations and associations continue to be able to 
share feedback on locations with valuesand sensitivities through an 

online interactive map via the consultation hub. 

   
 

  

How to Participate in the Regulatory Approvals Process 

  

NOPSEMA has recently published a brochure with information for the 

community about consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans. The 

brochure has excellent information to help you or your organisation decide if 

you are a relevant person and can be found here. We strongly encourage 

those of you uncertain about whether you are a relevant person to consider 

this information. 

 

If you believe you are a relevant person, we need to understand your 

activities or interests so that we can provide the right information to you. 

When engaging with our team we encourage you to be specific about how 

you might potentially be affected, so that we can properly consider how we 

might avoid or lessen those impacts or risks. 

  

Upcoming Relevant Persons Information Sessions 

  

Peterborough - Monday 19 June, 12-2 pm 

Peterborough Community Hall 

Macs Street, Peterborough 

  

Port Campbell - Monday 19 June, 6-8pm 

The Arts Space 

50 Lord Street, Port Campbell 

  

Apollo Bay - Tuesday 20 June, 6-8pm 

Apollo Bay Bowls Club 

6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay 
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Activity Overview 

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify commercially viable natural 

gas reserves that can be developed to contribute towards energy security for 

the Australian east coast domestic market. As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 

Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities within 

timeframes agreed by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 

Administrator (NOPTA). 
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ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program 

that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 

in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters 

offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania, as outlined below. 

 

   
 

Commercial Fishing 

  

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is located within existing designated 

Commonwealth and State fisheries. Exploration drilling activities will occur in 

only very small areas within the fisheries area. 

 

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to be 

confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 

environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 

activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas within 

petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks 

associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. 

  

A preliminary assessment of potential impacts and risks to the commercial 

fishing industry has identified that: 

 Commercial fishers may be temporarily displaced from parts of the 
fisheries during exploration activities. Any displacement, i.e. through 
exclusion zones, would be communicated in a timely manner. 
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 Impacts to fish and marine invertebrates from planned activities are 
predicted to be short term, limited within 10sto 100s of metres and 
will not affect the long-term sustainability of fisheries. 

 Potential risks from unplanned events have been identified and 

mitigation and management measures are being developed. 

The full Commercial Fishing information sheet, including examples of 

mitigation measures, is available in the document library of the consultation 

hub. 

  

Marine Mammals 

 

The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to marine 

mammals that might arise from the exploration program. 

 

A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to marine mammals has 

identified that: 

 Several species of whales, dolphins and seals are typically found in 
the Otway Basin, many of which exhibit biologically important 

behaviours such as foraging. 
 Marine mammals are particularly sensitive to the effects of 

underwater noise which has the potential to result inhearing 
impairment, stress and changes in behaviour at a range of effect 

distances. 
 Where underwater noise has the potential to affect biologically 

important behaviours of threatened species,effective control 

measures will need to be in place. 

Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

(EPBC Act) all cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises) are protected in 

Australian waters. There are several species of whales, dolphins and seals 

typically found in the Otway Basin, including species that are listed as 

nationally threatened under the EPBC Act including three endangered 

species (blue whale, southern right whale and Australian sea lion) and three 

vulnerable species (sei whale, fin whale and the southern elephant seal). 

 

In addition, some species are known to undertake biologically important 

behaviours, such as foraging, calving and migration, within the Environmental 

Planning Area, including: 

 Southern right whales 
 Blue whales 
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 Humpback whales 
 Sperm whales 
 Indian Ocean/Indo-Pacific/spotted bottlenose dolphins, and 

 Australian sea lion. 

The full Marine Mammals information sheet, including examples of mitigation 

measures, is available in the document library of the consultation hub. 

  

Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles 

 

The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to seabirds, 

penguins and marine turtles that might arise from the exploration program. 

 

A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins and 

marine turtles has identified that: 

 Seabirds, penguins and marine turtles are known to be sensitive to 
the effects of artificial light, particularly during critical behaviours such 
as breeding and foraging for seabirds and penguins, and nesting and 

hatching for marine turtles. 
 Marine turtles are known to be sensitive to the effects of underwater 

noise. However, there are no biologically important behaviours or 
critical habitat essential to marine turtles identified in the area and 

their presence is expected to be of a transient nature. 
 A number of seabird species utilise the offshore Otway Basin for 

biologically important behaviours such as foraging ,breeding and 
migration. Where underwater noise and artificial light have the 

potential to affect biologically important behaviours of threatened 

seabird species, effective control measures will need to be in place. 

There are several species of seabirds that are known to be present in the 

Otway Basin. Some of these species such as albatross and petrels, and 

penguins, are listed as Matters of National Environmental Significance and 

are protected under the EPBC Act. Many seabird species utilise the area for 

biologically important behaviours such as foraging, breeding and migration. 

 

The following species are known to occur within the Environmental Planning 

Area and exhibit one or more of these important behaviours: 
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Project Update - June 2023 

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in 

offshore permits VIC/P79and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The 

proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy 

needs. 

    

  

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

  

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program 

that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 

in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters 

offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania. 

 

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an Environment 

Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this exploration drilling program to be 

undertaken. Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory approval and 

rig availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-based seabed survey that 

will commence no earlier than January 2024. 

 

This information sheet summarises the next phase of Environment Plan 

development and consultation, where we will share our evaluations of 

environmental impacts and risks. 

    

Key Information 

 ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin and is preparing an Environment 

Plan (EP) which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for 

public comment and assessment. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a conducive investment 

environment. 
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 A range of information sheets providing information on the evaluation 
of environmental impacts and risks has been developed to support 
consultation. 

 ConocoPhillips Australia is now looking for feedback on these 
evaluations. 

 Individuals, organisations and associations continue to be able to 
share feedback on locations with valuesand sensitivities through an 

online interactive map via the consultation hub. 

   
 

  

How to Participate in the Regulatory Approvals Process 

  

NOPSEMA has recently published a brochure with information for the 

community about consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans. The 

brochure has excellent information to help you or your organisation decide if 

you are a relevant person and can be found here. We strongly encourage 

those of you uncertain about whether you are a relevant person to consider 

this information. 

 

If you believe you are a relevant person, we need to understand your 

activities or interests so that we can provide the right information to you. 

When engaging with our team we encourage you to be specific about how 

you might potentially be affected, so that we can properly consider how we 

might avoid or lessen those impacts or risks. 

  

Upcoming Relevant Persons Information Sessions 

  

Peterborough - Monday 19 June, 12-2 pm 

Peterborough Community Hall 

Macs Street, Peterborough 

  

Port Campbell - Monday 19 June, 6-8pm 

The Arts Space 

50 Lord Street, Port Campbell 

  

Apollo Bay - Tuesday 20 June, 6-8pm 

Apollo Bay Bowls Club 

6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay 
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Activity Overview 

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify commercially viable natural 

gas reserves that can be developed to contribute towards energy security for 

the Australian east coast domestic market. As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 

Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities within 

timeframes agreed by the Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles 

Administrator (NOPTA). 
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ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program 

that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 

in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters 

offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania, as outlined below. 

 

   
 

Commercial Fishing 

  

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is located within existing designated 

Commonwealth and State fisheries. Exploration drilling activities will occur in 

only very small areas within the fisheries area. 

 

Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling are yet to be 

confirmed. ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the 

environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling 

activities that may occur anywhere within broader operational areas within 

petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79. This ensures that the impacts and risks 

associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. 

  

A preliminary assessment of potential impacts and risks to the commercial 

fishing industry has identified that: 

 Commercial fishers may be temporarily displaced from parts of the 
fisheries during exploration activities. Any displacement, i.e. through 
exclusion zones, would be communicated in a timely manner. 
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 Impacts to fish and marine invertebrates from planned activities are 
predicted to be short term, limited within 10sto 100s of metres and 
will not affect the long-term sustainability of fisheries. 

 Potential risks from unplanned events have been identified and 

mitigation and management measures are being developed. 

The full Commercial Fishing information sheet, including examples of 

mitigation measures, is available in the document library of the consultation 

hub. 

  

Marine Mammals 

 

The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to marine 

mammals that might arise from the exploration program. 

 

A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to marine mammals has 

identified that: 

 Several species of whales, dolphins and seals are typically found in 
the Otway Basin, many of which exhibit biologically important 

behaviours such as foraging. 
 Marine mammals are particularly sensitive to the effects of 

underwater noise which has the potential to result inhearing 
impairment, stress and changes in behaviour at a range of effect 

distances. 
 Where underwater noise has the potential to affect biologically 

important behaviours of threatened species,effective control 

measures will need to be in place. 

Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

(EPBC Act) all cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises) are protected in 

Australian waters. There are several species of whales, dolphins and seals 

typically found in the Otway Basin, including species that are listed as 

nationally threatened under the EPBC Act including three endangered 

species (blue whale, southern right whale and Australian sea lion) and three 

vulnerable species (sei whale, fin whale and the southern elephant seal). 

 

In addition, some species are known to undertake biologically important 

behaviours, such as foraging, calving and migration, within the Environmental 

Planning Area, including: 

 Southern right whales 
 Blue whales 
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 Humpback whales 
 Sperm whales 
 Indian Ocean/Indo-Pacific/spotted bottlenose dolphins, and 

 Australian sea lion. 

The full Marine Mammals information sheet, including examples of mitigation 

measures, is available in the document library of the consultation hub. 

  

Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles 

 

The EP will include an assessment of potential impacts and risks to seabirds, 

penguins and marine turtles that might arise from the exploration program. 

 

A preliminary assessment of impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins and 

marine turtles has identified that: 

 Seabirds, penguins and marine turtles are known to be sensitive to 
the effects of artificial light, particularly during critical behaviours such 
as breeding and foraging for seabirds and penguins, and nesting and 

hatching for marine turtles. 
 Marine turtles are known to be sensitive to the effects of underwater 

noise. However, there are no biologically important behaviours or 
critical habitat essential to marine turtles identified in the area and 

their presence is expected to be of a transient nature. 
 A number of seabird species utilise the offshore Otway Basin for 

biologically important behaviours such as foraging ,breeding and 
migration. Where underwater noise and artificial light have the 

potential to affect biologically important behaviours of threatened 

seabird species, effective control measures will need to be in place. 

There are several species of seabirds that are known to be present in the 

Otway Basin. Some of these species such as albatross and petrels, and 

penguins, are listed as Matters of National Environmental Significance and 

are protected under the EPBC Act. Many seabird species utilise the area for 

biologically important behaviours such as foraging, breeding and migration. 

 

The following species are known to occur within the Environmental Planning 

Area and exhibit one or more of these important behaviours: 
  

 Caspian tern 
 Flesh-footed 

shearwater 
 Little penguin 

 Common-diving 
petrel 

 Great-winged 
petrel 

 Black-faced 
cormorant 

 Greater crested 
tern 
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 Shy albatross 
 Wedge-tailed 

shearwater 

 White-fronted 

tern 

 

 Pacific gull 
Soft-plumage 
petrel 

 White-capped 

albatross 

 

 Short-tailed 
shearwater 

 Sooty 

shearwater 
 White-faced 

storm petrel 

  

Marine turtles are highly migratory and rely on both marine and terrestrial 

habitats. Although they may occur within the Environmental Planning Area, 

no habitat critical to their survival occurs in the waters off southern Australia 

and they are not known to exhibit any identified biologically important 

behaviours in this area. The closest biologically important areas for marine 

turtles are located south of Brisbane, QLD, and at Shark Bay, WA. Even 

though the presence of individuals within the area is expected to be of a 

transient nature, the potential impacts of the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program on marine turtles has been assessed, as they are listed as Matters 

of National Environmental Significance and are protected under the EPBC 

Act. 

  

The full Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles information sheet, including 

examples of mitigation measures, is available in the document library of the 

consultation hub. 

  

Other Marine and Coastal Users 

 

The Environment Plan will include an assessment of potential impacts and 

risks to other marine and coastal users that may arise from the exploration 

drilling program. This assessment has currently identified a number of marine 

and coastal users and values including recreation and tourism, commercial 

shipping, petroleum activities, renewable energy, defence activities, 

commercial fishing and cultural heritage. 

 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may affect the activities of other 

marine and coastal users. For example, the physical presence of seabed 

survey vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels used for the activity, and 

the establishment of exclusion zones, may result in the displacement of other 

marine users engaging in activities such as commercial fishing. 

 

Other short-term petroleum activities, for example, Vertical Seismic Profiling 

(VSP), have the potential to cause additional displacement if conducted in 
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close proximity to coastal areas, with sound emissions from VSP limited to a 

maximum of 20 hours per well. 

  

Exclusion zones will be established to support safe operations. These zones 

allow for anchors, mooring chains and wire to be placed within the 

operational areas during the drilling program and prevent interactions or 

collisions with equipment or between vessels. 

 

All potential drilling locations will be confined to water depths between 35 - 

670 m. Recreational diving is likely to berestricted to coastal waters in depths 

<18 m but with more advanced diving possible to 40 m. Water depths 

withinthe operational areas are mostly beyond the recognised maximum 

recreational diving depth of 40 m, which is also anunlikely depth for 

recreational swimming. The sound generated by the activity has the potential 

to reach shallowerwaters if the drilling activity is in the northern portion of 

permit VIC/P79. 

 

The full Other Marine and Coastal Users information sheet, including 

examples of mitigation measures is available in the document library of the 

consultation hub. 

  

Emissions and Discharges 

 

The EP will include a detailed assessment of potential impacts and risks 

arising from the air emissions and planned discharges associated with the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program. Activities conducted as part of the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program will result in emissions to the atmosphere, as 

well as discharges to the marine environment. 

 

A preliminary assessment of potential impacts associated with emissions and 

discharges has identified: 

  

 Air emissions from seabed survey vessels, the drilling rig and support 
vessels have the potential to result in localised changes in air quality. 

 Planned discharges from survey vessels, the drilling rig and support 
vessels have the potential to result in localisedchanges to water 

quality that will quickly dissipate in the water column. 
 Discharges from drilling operations, including drilling fluids and rock 

cuttings, cement, and small volumes of hydraulic fluid from testing 
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subsea equipment, have the potential to result in localised changes to 

water and sediment quality. 

The full Emissions and Discharges information sheet, including examples of 

mitigation measures, is available in the document library of the consultation 

hub. 

 

Historical Military Ordnance Risk(Unexploded Ordnance) 

 

The EP will include an assessment of impacts and risks associated with 

historical defence activities in the area, including the potential presence of 

unexploded ordnance. 

 

Both permit areas overlap a historic air-to-air firing range which the 

government has classified as having a Slight Potential for unexploded 

ordinance (UXO) presence, with most ammunition used in this area being 

considered low risk. 

 

There is no overlap between the permit areas and historic offshore UXO sea 

dumping sites. The closest sea dumpingsite to either permit area is located 

21 km from T/49P. 

  

The full Historical Military Ordnance Risk information sheet, including 

examples of mitigation measures, is available in the document library of the 

consultation hub. 

   
 

  

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

  

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 
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Don't forget to take the consultation 

survey to let us know if you'd like to 

be consulted as a relevant person as 

we continue to develop the 

Environment Plan. 
 

Can't get to an information session? 

Register for our online webinar 

series via our consultation hub. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

    

  

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 

  
  

 

Discover our Map  

Take the Survey  Register for Webinars  
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Relevant Persons Information Sessions 

ConocoPhillips Australia will be hosting information sessions in 

Victoria to provide an update on the progress of the Environment Plan 

for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program, which will include 

information on environmental impacts and risks associated with the 

proposed activity.  
  

Peterborough - Monday 19 June, 12-2pm 

Peterborough Community Hall 

Macs Street, Peterborough 

  

Port Campbell - Monday 19 June, 6-8pm 

The Arts Space 

50 Lord Street, Port Campbell 

  

Apollo Bay - Tuesday 20 June, 6-8pm 

Apollo Bay Bowls Club 

6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay 
  

    

  

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

  

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Discover our Map  
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Don't forget to take the consultation 

survey to let us know if you'd like to 

be consulted as a relevant person as 

we continue to develop the 

Environment Plan. 
 

Can't get to an information session? 

Register for our online webinar 

series via our consultation hub. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

    

  

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 

  
  

 

Take the Survey  Register for Webinars  
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Community Information Session 

ConocoPhillips is currently developing an Environment Plan for the 

proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be hosting two 

community information sessions on King Island in July. 

  

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to a 

session to learn more about the progress of the environmental impact and 

risk assessments and the typical control measures that have been identified 

to support ongoing consultation. The content will focus on activities specific 

to King Island, with ample opportunity to ask questions and provide 

feedback.  
  

Session 1 

Thursday 13 July 2023 

11am - 1pm 

King Island Town Hall 
 

Session 2 

Thursday 13 July 2023 

6 - 8pm 

King Island Town Hall 
  

Light refreshments will be provided.  

  

Can't make either session? Register for the next webinar via the consultation 

hub. 

  

For more information about this activity: 

Visit the consultation hub. 

E: otawy@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

  

conocophillips.com.au 
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Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Wednesday 26 July 2023 

Time: 5-6.30pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

  

Click here to join the meeting  
  

Meeting ID:  235 181 419 425 

Passcode: AhuHbt 

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the chat function with 

questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 
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session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

    

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Discover Our Map  
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Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Wednesday 26 July 2023 

Time: 5-6.30pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

  

Click here to join the meeting  
  

Meeting ID:  235 181 419 425 

Passcode: AhuHbt 

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the chat function with 

questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 

Event ID 2534



session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

    

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Discover Our Map  
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Consultation Extended 

This email is to advise you that, based on feedback from consultation, 

ConocoPhillips Australia is extending the consultation period on the proposed 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program until 3 September 2023.  

This ensures all relevant persons have a reasonable period of time to 

consider the information we have provided during the course of consultation 

and provide feedback to us on the potential impacts and risks of the activity 

on their functions, interests and activities. 

Consultation and feedback with relevant persons, whose functions, interests 

or activities may be affected by the exploration program activities, is an 

important part of developing Environment Plans. More information on the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program and how to provide feedback can be 

found on our consultation hub.  

King regards, 

ConocoPhillips Australia Community Team 

    

Identifying Environmental Values and Sensitivities 

To support our understanding of the marine environment of the offshore 

Otway Basin, ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting individuals, organisations 

and associations to provide additional context and feedback on our proposed 

activity through an online collaborative mapping process. 

 

Visit the consultation hub and use the interactive map to identify (pin) 

locations of interest or concern and provide additional information or 

comment on existing pins.  

 

Environmental values and sensitivities can be physical, ecological, socio-

economic and/or cultural. 

 

Discover Our Map  
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Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
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Project Update - August 2023 

Click here to access the PDF version of this update. 

  

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in 

offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. The 

proposed activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s 

exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 

commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy 

needs. 

About the Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program 

that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells 

in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters 

offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania. 

  

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an Environment 

Plan (EP) that will seek approval for this exploration drilling program to be 

undertaken. Drilling commencement is dependent on regulatory approval and 

rig availability. The initial activity will be a vessel-based seabed survey that 

will commence no earlier than April 2024. 

  

This update summarises the next phase of Environment Plan development 

and consultation. 
  

KEY INFORMATION: 

 ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake an exploration 
drilling program in the Otway Basin and is preparing an Environment 

Plan (EP) which will be submitted to the National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) for 

public comment and assessment. Any decision to proceed to 
development will be dependent on a conducive investment 

environment.  
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 ConocoPhillips Australia has secured a harsh environment semi-
submersible rig as part of a rig consortium. Drilling remains 
dependent on the EP being accepted by NOPSEMA.  

 ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters 
to support consultation and has extended consultation on the 

proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after which time we will 
pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for 

public comment and assessment.  
 ConocoPhillips Australia is asking relevant persons to provide 

feedback, including objections or claims, about the potential impacts 
of the activity.  

 Based on the (now identified) operational constraints of the drilling rig 
and ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing assessment of seismic data, 

the operational areas of the proposed activity have been refined, 
resulting in an overall reduction in total area. As a result of this 

refinement, some operational areas now extend outside of the 
petroleum titles. Additional information on these changes, and a 

revised map with coordinates, are provided within this information 

sheet. 

  

Changes made to the proposed activity 

  

Operational Area:  Based on operational constraints of the drilling rig and 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing assessment of seismic data, the 

operational areas of the proposed activity have been refined, resulting in an 

overall reduction of total area. As a result of this refinement, some 

operational areas now extend past title permit boundaries.  

  

Operational Areas represent the area within which petroleum activities can 

occur. Operational areas are located predominantly within the relevant 

petroleum titles (T/49P and VIC/P79) and have been selected based on 

similar constraints around rig operations and well design. Where operational 

areas extend outside of a petroleum title, ConocoPhillips Australia will apply 

for and secure an Access Authority (AA) from NOPTA, prior to the 

commencement of activities in these areas. Activities in these areas will be 

‘other than drilling a well’ and may include the placement of anchors, the 

collection of geophysical and geotechnical data, and the operation of vessels.  

  

Click here to see a map of how the operational areas have changed. 

  

Design Envelope: The initial timing provided for the commencement of 

seabed surveys was ‘no earlier than 1 January 2024’. This has now been 
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extended to ‘no earlier than 1 April 2024’. The term of the approval for these 

activities remains unchanged – at 31 December 2028, to allow for the drilling 

of a maximum of six exploration wells. 
  

Consultation Extended 

Based on relevant person feedback, ConocoPhillips Australia has extended 

consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023. This ensures 

all relevant persons have a reasonable period of time to consider the 

information we have provided during the course of consultation and provide 

feedback to us on the potential impacts of the activity on their functions, 

interests and activities. 

  

Consultation with relevant persons is an important part of developing and 

reviewing Environment Plans. Relevant persons are defined in the 

regulations as a person or organisation whose functions, interests or 

activities may be affected by the activities to be carried out under the 

environment plan. Please note, all consultation records will be provided to the 

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 

Authority (NOPSEMA) and published with the Environment Plan, unless you 

advise us that you don’t want that information published.  
  

Provide feedback on draft Environment Plan chapters 

As part of ongoing consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft 

EP chapters for review. We are asking relevant persons to raise concerns, 

including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity. We 

are also seeking information about how relevant persons may be affected 

and feedback about how we intend to manage the activity to ensure the 

associated impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and are acceptable. 

  

By providing the draft EP chapters, we aim to ensure that all relevant persons 

are provided with sufficient information so they can make an informed 

assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program on their functions, interests and activities. 

  

Relevant persons can view the draft EP chapters and information on how to 

provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code or can 

request copies of the draft chapters and other relevant information, by 

contacting ConocoPhillips Australia. 
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We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023, 

after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a submission to 

NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
  

 

  

How to provide feedback on the draft Environment Plan chapters 

  

There are three ways to provide feedback on the draft EP chapters: 

  

 Fill out the feedback form. This form is ideal for short-form feedback, 
objections or claims and is located on the consultation hub. 

 Send detailed feedback, including your assessment of the possible 

consequences of the proposed activity on your functions, interests or 
activities and any objections or claims to otway@conocophillips.com 

or PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064. 
 Request specific information and/or an opportunity to discuss the 

proposed activity and provided information with a member of the 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program team 

by emailing otway@conocophillips.com or calling 07 3182 7122. 

  

Please note, PDF versions of EP chapters can be made available for relevant 

persons on request. In addition, excerpts or a summary of EP information, 

e.g. specific to particular aspects or receptors, can also be provided on 

request. 
  

View available draft Environment Plan chapters  
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Have we missed anyone?  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

  

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

www.conocophillips.com.au  
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Draft EP Chapters Available for Consultation 

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in 

operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation 

of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway 

Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help 

meet Australia’s energy needs. 
  

Provide feedback on draft Environment Plan chapters 

As part of ongoing consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia has released draft 

EP chapters for review. We are asking relevant persons to raise concerns, 

including objections or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity. We 

are also seeking information about how relevant persons may be affected 

and feedback about how we intend to manage the activity to ensure the 

associated impacts are as low as reasonably practicable and are acceptable. 

  

By providing the draft EP chapters, we aim to ensure that all relevant persons 

are provided with sufficient information so they can make an informed 

assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program on their functions, interests and activities. 

  

Relevant persons can view the draft EP chapters and information on how to 

provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code or can 

request copies of the draft chapters and other relevant information, by 

contacting ConocoPhillips Australia. 

  

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023, 

after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a submission to 

NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
  

 

  

How to provide feedback on the draft Environment Plan chapters 

  

View available draft Environment Plan chapters  
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There are three ways to provide feedback on the draft EP chapters: 

  

 Fill out the feedback form. This form is ideal for short-form feedback, 
objections or claims and is located on the consultation hub. 

 Send detailed feedback, including your assessment of the possible 
consequences of the proposed activity on your functions, interests or 

activities and any objections or claims to otway@conocophillips.com 
or PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064. 

 Request specific information and/or an opportunity to discuss the 
proposed activity and provided information with a member of the 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s Otway Exploration Drilling Program team 

by emailing otway@conocophillips.com or calling 07 3182 7122. 

  

Please note, PDF versions of EP chapters can be made available for relevant 

persons on request. In addition, excerpts or a summary of EP information, 

e.g. specific to particular aspects or receptors, can also be provided on 

request. 
  

Have we missed anyone?  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

  

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

www.conocophillips.com.au  
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Matthew Yeo

From: no-reply@consultationmanager.com
Sent: Monday, 6 November 2023 4:07 PM
To: Matthew Yeo
Subject: Test Email

 

Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Wednesday 20 September 2023 

Time: 5-6.30pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 271 782 037 96  

Passcode: iyGftj  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the chat function with 

questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 
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This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 

session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

    

Draft Environment Plan Chapters Now Available 

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking your insights, experience, and expertise 

as we look to refine the impact and risk assessments for the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. 

These chapters have been compiled using careful research, analysis, and 

the dedicated pursuit of informed decision-making. Any environmental 

assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and 

feedback to ensure these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and 

accurate as possible. Your unique perspectives and areas of expertise could 

shed light on facets that we might have overlooked or underestimated.  

The available Environment Plan (EP) chapters have been prepared as a draft 

for consultation. They form the basis of the EP that will be submitted to 

NOPSEMA. They will be amended based on feedback received and any 

subsequent research required. 

By providing the draft chapters, we aim to ensure that all relevant persons 

are provided with sufficient information so they can make an informed 

assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program on their functions, interests and activities.  

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 

 
   

 

Review Chapters  
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Webinar Details 

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Webinar. 

  

Date: Wednesday 20 September 2023 

Time: 5-6.30pm AEST 

  

Can't make the webinar? A recording will be loaded to the consultation hub 

after the event.  

    

Teams Meeting Details 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device. 

  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: 271 782 037 96  

Passcode: iyGftj  

Download Teams | Join on the web 

  

Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 

of the presentation and able to ask questions through the chat function with 

questions grouped and answered at the end of the presentation. 

  

Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips 

Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation.  

    

Recording Notice 

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording may 

be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its stakeholder 

engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this 
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session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips Australia collects 

and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 

available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-

australia/. 

    

Draft Environment Plan Chapters Now Available 

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking your insights, experience, and expertise 

as we look to refine the impact and risk assessments for the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. 

These chapters have been compiled using careful research, analysis, and 

the dedicated pursuit of informed decision-making. Any environmental 

assessment process is improved by thoughtful critique, suggestions, and 

feedback to ensure these assessments are as comprehensive, robust, and 

accurate as possible. Your unique perspectives and areas of expertise could 

shed light on facets that we might have overlooked or underestimated.  

The available Environment Plan (EP) chapters have been prepared as a draft 

for consultation. They form the basis of the EP that will be submitted to 

NOPSEMA. They will be amended based on feedback received and any 

subsequent research required. 

By providing the draft chapters, we aim to ensure that all relevant persons 

are provided with sufficient information so they can make an informed 

assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program on their functions, interests and activities.  

 

Have we missed anyone? 

  

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities, 

please have them contact us using the details below. 

 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

conocophillips.com.au 
 

 

Review Chapters  
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Notification of Consultation Pause 

  

In line with our consultation approach for the Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program, ConocoPhillips Australia is briefly pausing consultation during 

October while we compile the Environment Plan for submission to 

NOPSEMA for formal public comment. 

  

During this time we will also respond to all individuals and organisations who 

provided feedback or raised objections and claims on the draft Environment 

Plan content that was made available from 31 August 2023 via our online 

consultation hub. These chapters remain available on the consultation hub. 

  

Please note that during this time our responses may be delayed but we will get 

back to you.  

 

  

 

Visit the consultation hub  
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Pre-submission Consultation Complete 

ConocoPhillips Australia has completed pre-submission consultation on the Otway 

Exploration Drilling Environment Plan. ConocoPhillips Australia will shortly submit the EP 

and NOPSEMA will check the EP before publishing it for public comment. ConocoPhillips 

will continue consultation throughout public comment and the life of the project, and we 

encourage people with feedback to contact us as detailed below. We thank everybody 

who has participated in the consultation process over the past year. 

Sensitive Information 

As a reminder, you may request that information you provide to us not be published in the 

Environment Plan. Correspondence between us will be provided in full to NOPSEMA in a 

part of the Environment Plan which is marked as 'sensitive information' and will not be 

published. 

To make this request please notify us by October 31st. 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

M: PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 

NOPSEMA - Information for the Community 

The National Offshore Petroleum and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) 

has produced a brochure that provides information to the community regarding 

consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans. The brochure can be found in the 

Resource Library here. 

What we've heard 

Through our consultation activities, we have received and considered information unique 

to the activity area and put environmental protection measures in place where appropriate. 

We have produced a table, which can be found here, showing what we’ve heard, how we 

have assessed it and any measures adopted because of the consultations. The table is a 

thematic representation of the feedback we've heard. If you do not see your specific 

feedback, objection, or claim shown here it may be due to our thematic approach. Noting, 

all feedback received during consultation is provided unchanged to NOPSEMA. 

  

Webinar 

The next activity update webinar will be on Wednesday 15th November, please register for 

the webinar via the consultation hub. 
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Webinar Details

Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway
Exploration Drilling Program Webinar.
 
This webinar will cover the next steps in the Environment Plan (EP) process
as ConocoPhillips Australia moves to public comment and the EP assessment
commences. Please note, questions will be limited to procedural questions
only. 
 
Date: Wednesday 15 November 2023
Time: 5-5.30pm AEST

Meeting Details

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device.
 
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 211 701 487 151  
Passcode: JaPMnY
Download Teams | Join on the web
 
Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the
duration of the presentation but able to ask questions via the chat. Please
note that only procedural questions will be answered in this webinar. 
 
Only individuals who have registered for webinars via the ConocoPhillips
Australia Consultation Hub have received this invitation. 

Recording Notice

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content). The recording
may be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its
stakeholder engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By
attending this session, you consent to being recorded. ConocoPhillips
Australia collects and deals with personal information in accordance with
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our privacy policy, available at
https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-
australia/.
 

Have we missed anyone?

If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities,
please have them contact us using the details below.
 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122 
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064 
conocophillips.com.au

Visit the online consultation hub

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here.
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Otway

From: ConocoPhillips Australia <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Friday, 17 November 2023 3:50 PM
To: Otway
Subject: NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program Environment Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Categories: Saved as PDF

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan 

The proposed ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Environment Plan (EP) is now available for public comment via the NOPSEMA 

website https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au  

You are invited to read the EP and associated documents and submit your 

comments to NOPSEMA during the public comment period which will run 

between 16 November and 18 December 2023.  

The public comment period provides an opportunity for community members to 

raise issues about environmental management matters that have not yet been 

considered in the environment plan for the proposed activity. To read more 

about the public comment period and how to make an effective comment visit 

the NOPSEMA website and read Have your say on environmental aspects of 

offshore energy activities.  

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
 

CAMPAIGN EMAIL Event ID 4858



ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in
operational areas associated with offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P
located in Commonwealth waters. The proposed activities are a continuation
of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin
which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet
Australia’s energy needs.
 
Environment Plan Summary Now Available
 
To support the public comment period, ConocoPhillips Australia has
developed the Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan
Summary which can be accessed via the resource library on the consultation
hub.
 
To view the proposed ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling
Program Environment Plan (EP) now available for public comment, visit the
NOPSEMA website https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au
 
The public comment period commenced on 16 November and will close on
18 December 2023. To read more about the public comment period and how
to make an effective comment visit the NOPSEMA website and read Have
your say on environmental aspects of offshore energy activities.

Visit the consultation hub

Have we missed anyone?
If there is someone you believe to be affected by the proposed activities,
please have them contact us using the below details.
E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, Milton, Qld, 4064
www.conocophillips.com.au

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here.

Event ID 4879
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Otway

From: ConocoPhillips Australia <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Thursday, 14 March 2024 9:26 AM
To: Otway
Subject: NOTIFICATION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

ConocoPhillips Australia will hold a webinar on Wednesday 21 March. The 

webinar will provide details on the feedback received through the public 

comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

To ensure you receive the invitation to the webinar, please register via the 

consultation hub or email otway@conocophillips.com  

Date: Wednesday 21 March 2024 

Time: 12.30-1.30pm ADST/ 11.30 am-12.30 pm AEST 

Unable to attend the webinar? ConocoPhillips Australia intents to record the 

webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Otway

From: ConocoPhillips Australia <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Thursday, 14 March 2024 3:29 PM
To: Otway
Subject: CORRECTION: Webinar - ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program

We apologise for the confusion. Please be advised that ConocoPhillips 

Australia will hold a webinar on Thursday 21 March.  

The webinar will provide details on the feedback received through the public 

comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  

To ensure you receive the invitation to the webinar, please register via the 

consultation hub or email otway@conocophillips.com  

Date: Thursday 21 March 2024 

Time: 12.30-1.30pm ADST/ 11.30 am-12.30 pm AEST 

Unable to attend the webinar? ConocoPhillips Australia intents to record the 

webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub.  

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Otway

From: ConocoPhillips Australia <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Monday, 18 March 2024 4:21 PM
To: Otway
Subject: WEBINAR DETAILS: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 

 
 

Webinar Details 
Please find below the log-in details for the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program Webinar.  
  
The webinar will provide details on the feedback received through the public 
comment period and how the Environment Plan was updated to reflect this. 
There will be an opportunity to submit questions about how ConocoPhillips 
Australia responded to public comment.  
  
Date: Thursday 21 March 2024 
Time: 12.30-1.30pm ADST/ 11.30 am-12.30 pm AEST  
  
Meeting Details 
Click here to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 233 970 564 788  
Passcode: qE5FEa  
  
Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 
of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
  
Please note it is easier to access the Q&A function using a larger smart device or 
laptop. Alternatively, individuals can submit their questions about how 
ConocoPhillips Australia responded to public comment prior to the webinar 
commencing by emailing otway@conocophillips.com  
  
Unable to attend the webinar? ConocoPhillips Australia intends to record the 
webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub. 

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Otway

From: ConocoPhillips Australia <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Thursday, 21 March 2024 8:14 AM
To: Otway
Subject: REMINDER: Webinar- ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 

 
 

ConocoPhillips Australia will host a webinar today for the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. The webinar will provide details on the 
feedback received through the public comment period and how the 
Environment Plan was updated to reflect this.  
  
Date: Thursday 21 March 2024 
Time: 12.30-1.30pm ADST/ 11.30 am-12.30 pm AEST  
  
Meeting Details 
Click here to join the meeting 

Meeting ID: 233 970 564 788  
Passcode: qE5FEa  
  
Additional Meeting Information: Participants will be muted for the duration 
of the presentation and able to ask questions through the Q&A function. 
  
Please note it is easier to access the Q&A function using a larger smart device or 
laptop. Alternatively, individuals can submit their questions about how 
ConocoPhillips Australia responded to public comment prior to the webinar 
commencing by emailing otway@conocophillips.com  
  
Unable to attend the webinar? ConocoPhillips Australia intends to record the 
webinar and make it available via the online consultation hub. 

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
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Otway

From: otway@conocophillips.com
Sent: Thursday, 18 April 2024 8:08 AM
To: Otway
Subject: Test Email

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

  

  

We have updated our consultation hub with a new information sheet and the 
recent webinar recording. 
  
What we heard through the public comment period (new information 
sheet) 
  
When preparing an Environment Plan, community involvement and feedback 
from relevant persons is very important and helps to ensure that impacts and 
risks have been thoroughly identified and addressed. 
  
We have a new information sheet that details the key information about the 
main themes from the public’s feedback, including a case study on how 
feedback was used to improve the Environment Plan. 
  
This information sheet is now available on the consultation hub – What we 
heard during the public comment period. 
  
Webinar recording available 
  
The recording for the Webinar hosted on 21 March is available on the 
consultation hub. The webinar provides details on the feedback received 
through the public comment period and how the Environment Plan has been 
updated to reflect this. 
  
Next steps 
  
ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public 
comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it to 
NOPSEMA for assessment. NOPSEMA has published the Titleholder’s 
Report on Public Comment along with the resubmitted Environment Plan on 

Event ID 5247
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its website and commenced assessment. ConocoPhillips Australia will 
continue to communicate with relevant persons, organisations, and 
authorities and provide updates of any changes or new information as it 
becomes available.  

 

Contact Us 
If you would like more information, you can contact us in any of the following 
ways: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122 
PO BOX 1243, Milton, Qld, 4064 
www.conocophillips.com.au 

 
   

 

Visit the consultation hub  
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Otway

From: Otway <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Thursday, 4 July 2024 11:16 AM
To: Otway
Subject: ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Project Update June 

2024

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

  

 

We have updated our consultation hub with a new information sheet and a 
revised operational and title areas map. 
  
Changes to the activity (new information sheet) 
  
We listened to your feedback and have reduced the operational area and 
introduced new activity limitations for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program. 
  
The development of the Environment Plan involved extensive consultation, 
the completion of environmental assessments across the broadest possible 
spatial and temporal extents, and consideration of public comment feedback. 
During this process ConocoPhillips Australia has continued to narrow and 
refine the scope of the proposed activity and operational areas in light of the 
feedback received and as a result of the maturation of subsurface data. 
  
This has led to the identification of several activity limitations that can now be 
applied to further refine the scope and bounds of the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 
  
We have a new information sheet that details the key information about the 
activity limitations and refined operational area. 
  
This information sheet is now available on the consultation hub – Project 
Update June 2024. 
  
Next steps 

Event ID 5485
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The Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan is currently under 
assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 
  
Further narrowing and refinements to the proposed activity should be 
expected as we mature our subsurface understanding, refine our 
assessments, and engage in ongoing consultation with relevant persons, 
organisations, and authorities. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 
If you would like more information, you can contact us in any of the following 
ways 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122 
PO BOX 1243, Milton, Qld, 4064 
www.conocophillips.com.au 

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
 

Visit the consultation hub  
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program

From: Otway Exploration Drilling Program <otway@conocophillips.com>
Sent: Friday, 29 November 2024 2:34 PM
To: Otway Exploration Drilling Program
Subject: Information Sheet: Protecting Southern Right Whales - ConocoPhillips Australia 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

CAUTION:This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

  

  

We have updated our consultation hub with a new information sheet. 
  
When developing the Environment Plan (EP) we ensure our activities are 
consistent with relevant environmental protection management plans, 
including those issued under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (1999). These plans are managed, reviewed and updated 
by the federal government and we monitor for any changes to ensure our 
activities remain consistent at all times. The EP that was prepared for public 
comment referred to the then current and the proposed draft recovery plans 
for the southern right whale. Since initial submission of the EP the new 
recovery plan has been finalised and published. We have undertaken to 
demonstrate that the proposed exploration program can be conducted in a 
manner that will not affect the recovery of this important threatened species, 
consistent with the finalised National Recovery Plan for the Southern Right 
Whale (Eubalaena australis) (2024). 
  
We have a new information sheet that details key information about the 
measures to safeguard southern right whales from potential impacts caused 
by our activity. 
  
This information sheet is now available on the consultation hub - Information 
Sheet 21 - Southern Right Whales 
  
Next steps 
  
The Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan is currently under 
assessment and ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with 
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relevant persons, organisations, and authorities, and provide updates of any 
changes or new information as it becomes available. 

 

Have we missed anyone? 
If you would like more information, you can contact us in any of the following 
ways 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122 
PO BOX 1243, Milton, Qld, 4064 
www.conocophillips.com.au 

 
   

If you'd like to unsubscribe and stop receiving these emails click here. 
 

Visit the consultation hub  
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Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program
Community Information Session



Overview

• Welcome and introductions

• Why we’re here

• About ConocoPhillips 

• Proposed exploration drilling program 
and activities

• Offshore drilling – explained

• Environmental impacts and risks 
explained

―Our methodology

―Preliminary assessment

• Panel session – questions, answers 
and feedback.

2

Seeking Relevant Persons

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking 
to understand functions, interests 
or activities that may be affected by 
the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 

This information, along with the 
assessment of impacts and risks, 
determines if an individual or 
organisation is a ‘relevant person’. 

A relevant person is a mandatory 
consultee under the Regulations.



Company Profile as of March 31, 2022

6/18/2024 3

13
COUNTRIES WITH 
OPERATIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES

HOUSTON, TX
COMPANY 
HEADQUARTERS

COP
NYSE TICKER

9,400
EMPLOYEES 
WORLDWIDE

• Explore for, produce, transport and market oil and gas.

• Operations and activities in 13 countries

• 9,400 employees worldwide



ConocoPhillips Australia

6/18/2024 4

• LNG Facility operator and shareholder in 
Australia Pacific LNG.

• Almost two decades of exploration and 
development in Australia.

• Formerly operated offshore rigs in northern 
Australia.

• Australian headquarters in Brisbane. 

Current exploration portfolio

Two permits in the offshore Otway Basin:

• T/49P

• VIC/P79



Otway Exploration Drilling Program
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Areas:

• VIC/P79 and T/49P

• Farm-in agreements with 3D Oil 

• ConocoPhillips Australia holds an 80% interest and 
operatorship of both permits.

Key Permit Prospects Characteristics:

• Offshore Otway Basin

• Water depth range 35-1400m, predominantly ~100m

• Adjacent to producing Thylacine, Geographe, Casino, 
and Henry gas fields.

Existing permit commitments:

• T/49P commitment of one exploration well.

• VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well. 



Otway Exploration Drilling Activities

6

1. Seabed Hazard Survey involves:
• ~6 km2 per site area
• Vessel operations 
• Geophysical survey
• Geotechnical sampling
• Imagery

2. Exploration Drilling involves:
• Marine offshore drilling unit operations
• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft
• Anchor placement/removal
• Evaluation and testing (flaring)
• Plug and Abandon all wells

Environment Plan and associated impact and risk 
assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5yrs.



Consultation Process

7



The Basics

Offshore Drilling



Drilling Terms

96/18/2024

MODU Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (Rig)

AHSV Anchor Handling Supply Vessel (Boat)

Exploration Well A well drilled to investigate an exploration prospect – usually the first well drilled in a field 
or area

Appraisal Well The wells drilled following the initial discovery well – usually drilled to identify the extent 
of a discovery or to gather more information

Production Well A well drilled for the purpose of producing hydrocarbons

BOP Blowout Preventer – a series of high pressure valves that prevent the flow of formation 
fluids to the environment

MWD/LWD Measurement While Drilling and Logging While Drilling – drilling tools that contain 
measurement sensors that transmit data to surface real time.



We are looking for Gas
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Waarre A TWT Structure Map

Waarre A Amplitude Map

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

A A’

6/18/2024
Waarre C GWC (1996 mSS)

Flaxman

Waarre C

Waarre A

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

Casino-1

A A’



Tools we use – Seismic Data

116/18/2024

• Subsurface work towards a ‘drill target’
• This is a point (generally at ‘top reservoir’) 

that we ask the drillers to hit.
• The ‘drill target’ has a ‘target tolerance’: +/- 

200m in the N-S and E-W direction



Common Offshore Rig Types

126/18/2024

Jack-up
6-100m Water Depth

Semi-Submersible
50-1000+m Water Depth

Drill Ship
600-3000+m Water Depth



Drilling Process - Mooring

136/18/2024

Anchors are ~ 20 metric ton with an additional 9 metric 
ton ballast

8-12 anchors required to hold rig on location

Anchors



Drilling Process - Mooring

146/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Pre-laid mooring



Drilling Process - Mooring

156/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Pre-laid mooring

Anchor

Mooring Line
(Chain, Wire or Fibre Rope)

Marker Buoy with flashing light
• Anchors may be pre-laid a few weeks before the 

rig arrives on location
• Rigs have between 8 and 12 anchors
• Navigation warnings will be in place via Notice to 

Mariners



Drilling Process - Mooring

166/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Vessel takes the rig anchor chain / wire
Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

176/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Vessel connects rig anchor chain/wire to the pre-laid 
mooring and removes the marker buoy

Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

186/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Rig takes tension on the mooring line
Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

196/18/2024

Once anchors are connected – rig ballasts down to drilling draft

Rig



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

206/18/2024

Spudding the well

• Drilling the foundation hole
• Typically 42” hole
• Drilled 60-100m below seabed

Drill bit and Hole Opener



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

216/18/2024

Installing the First Part of the Wellhead

• 36” conductor pipe
• Stage 1 wellhead housing installed
• The conductor is cemented in place

Stage-1

Subsea Wellhead System

Conductor Pipe



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

226/18/2024

Drilling Surface Hole

• Drill 26” hole
• 20” Surface Casing
• Stage-2 wellhead housing installed
• Casing is cemented in place

Subsea Wellhead System

Stage-2

Well Casing



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

236/18/2024

Installing the BOP and Riser

Subsea Wellhead System

Well Casing



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

246/18/2024

Drilling the Intermediate Hole

A. Using the drilling fluids
• Used to maintain “overbalance” to the 

pressure in the formation.
• The static hydrostatic pressure of the 

drilling fluid must be more than the 
pressure WITHIN the rock.

B. Primary barriers
• Used to cool the drill bit and the 

wellbore.
• Transports cuttings to the surface.
• Water based muds contain barite and 

bentonite (natural minerals).
• Chemicals added as required.
• MUST go through chemical selection 

process per the Environment Plan. Drilling Fluids



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

256/18/2024

Drilling the Reservoir Hole and Evaluate Well

• Reservoir / Formation Evaluation
• Used to establish key subsurface 

information
• Formation type
• Formation fluid type
• Formation porosity and permeability
• Formation pressure and flow 

characteristics
• Sample reservoir fluids

• MWD/LWD – performed whilst drilling
• Wireline logging – after hole is drilled

Pictures from SLB, Paniz Energy & ANOG



Drilling Process – Well Testing

266/18/2024

Well Testing determines the reservoir delivers hydrocarbons

• Not every well is tested.
• Typical to test “appraisal wells”.
• Typical used to fill the well with hydrocarbons 

for preparation of new production wells.

Pictures from SLB



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Well Abandonment

276/18/2024

Following the drilling of exploration wells or at the end of a wells production life – wells are plugged and abandoned

• Set cement plugs to prevent the movement of 
formation fluids either to surface or into shallower 
formations.

• Removal of the wellhead  at below seabed floor 
level.

Picture from Acteon



Drilling Process – Equipment Used

286/18/2024



Drilling Process – Life Offshore

296/18/2024

• Rosters are either 3 weeks 
on, 3 weeks off or 4 weeks 
on, 4 weeks off 

• 12 hour shifts
• No alcohol.



Environmental Impacts 
and Risks 
Preliminary Assessment



Understanding the proposed activity



Proposed Activity

32



Desktop analysis to understand the existing environment

Physical Environment

• Water quality

• Sediment quality
• Air quality

• Climate

• Ambient light

• Ambient Sound

Ecological Environment

• Benthic Habitats and 
Communities

• Coastal Habitats and 
Communities

• Plankton 
Invertebrates

• Fish

• Birds

• Marine Reptiles

• Marine Mammals
• Conservation values 

and sensitivities

Socio-economic 
Environment

• Coastal Communities

• Commercial Fisheries
• Defence Activities

• Offshore Petroleum 
Activities

• Offshore Renewable 
Energy Activities

• Other Offshore 
Infrastructure

• Tourism
• Recreational Diving 

and Fishing

• Shipping

Cultural Environment

• First Nations Peoples

• Native Title
• Maritime 

Archaeological 
Heritage (including 
shipwrecks)

33



Consideration to how our activity interacts with the existing environment

34

Environmental 
Impacts

Seabed Disturbance • Seabed samples
• Anchor placement

Underwater Sound Emissions • Underwater sound from drilling and support vessel.
• Impulsive sound from seabed surveys.

Atmospheric Emissions • Emissions from survey and drilling activities.

Planned Vessel/ Rig Discharges • Routine discharges from support vessels and drilling rigs.
• Cement, cuttings and drilling fluid.

Interference with other Marine Users • Short-term displacement.

Light and Visual Amenity • Potential visibility of drilling rig from coastline.
• Routine light expected to be visible on horizon.
• Potential visibility of flare from coastline.

Environmental 
Risks

Vessel based risks • Loss of material or waste overboard.
• Interactions with marine fauna.
• Introduction and establishment of invasive marine species.

Hydrocarbon related risks • Minor loss of containment.
• Mariner diesel oil release.
• Loss of well control release.



Consultation to better understand environmental values and sensitivities

35



Share your environmental values and sensitivities

36
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Questions Feedback Where to from here?



Exploration Terms

38

NOPSEMA National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority
Independent expert regulator responsible for health and safety, structural (well) integrity and 
environmental management for offshore petroleum and greenhouse gas storage activities in 
Commonwealth waters. 

NOPTA National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator
They are responsible for the day-to-day administration of petroleum & greenhouse gas titles in 
Commonwealth waters in Australia.

EP Environment Plan 
A document submitted to NOPSEMA for assessment prior to the commencement of an activity, 
which contains information on environmental assessment, implementation of environmental 
management, details of the titleholder and other information specified in the Environment 
Regulations

Exploration Well A well drilled to investigate an exploration prospect – usually the first well drilled in a field or 
area.

Seabed Survey Seabed surveys are an important safety and environmental measure undertaken ahead of drilling 
activities. They typically involve geophysical and geotechnical sampling techniques that identify 
possible hazards and seafloor habitat to inform exploration well and drilling rig anchor 
placement. 





























































Recording Notice

This public information session will be recorded (video, audio and content) and photographs may be taken. 
The recording and any photographs may be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of its 
stakeholder engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this session, you consent to 
this. 

ConocoPhillips Australia collects and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy policy, 
available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-australia/. 
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Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program
Community Information Session – King Island

18 May 2023



6/18/2024

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the First Nations Peoples and 
Traditional Custodians of this land, 
and we pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging. We celebrate the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples’ long histories, rich cultures 
and connection to the land, water and air. 



Overview

• Welcome and introductions.
• Why we’re here.
• About ConocoPhillips Australia.
• Proposed exploration drilling program 

and activities.
• Offshore exploration regulations 

overview.
• Offshore drilling – explained.
• Environmental impacts and risks 

explained
―Our methodology
―Preliminary assessment.

• Panel session – questions, answers and 
feedback.
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Seeking Relevant Persons

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking 
to understand functions, interests 
or activities that may be affected by 
the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 

This information, along with the 
assessment of impacts and risks, 
determines if an individual or 
organisation is a ‘relevant person’. 

A relevant person is a mandatory 
consultee under the Regulations.



ConocoPhillips Australia

6/18/2024 5

ConocoPhillips Australia was established 
almost two decades ago.
• We are a shareholder in Australia Pacific 

LNG (APLNG) and operate the APLNG 
facility on Curtis Island, in Queensland.

• We are headquartered in Brisbane, QLD.

• We have more than 50 years offshore 
experience globally (starting in the North 
Sea off UK and Norway and including 
offshore between northern Australia and 
Timor Leste).

Current exploration portfolio
Two permits in the offshore Otway Basin:

• T/49P

• VIC/P79

APLNG facility on Curtis Island in the 
Gladstone Region, Queensland.



Otway Exploration Drilling Program
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Areas:

• VIC/P79 and T/49P

• ConocoPhillips Australia holds an 80% interest and 
operatorship of both permits.

Key Permit Prospects Characteristics:

• Offshore Otway Basin

• Water depth range 35-1400m, predominantly ~100m

• Adjacent to producing Thylacine, Geographe, Casino, 
and Henry gas fields.

Existing permit commitments:

• T/49P commitment of one exploration well.

• VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well. 



Otway Exploration Drilling Activities
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1. Seabed Hazard Survey involves:
• ~6 km2 per site area at up to 9 locations
• Vessel operations 
• Geophysical survey
• Geotechnical sampling
• Imagery

2. Exploration Drilling involves:
• Marine offshore drilling unit operations
• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft
• Anchor placement/removal
• Evaluation and testing (flaring)
• Plug and Abandon all wells

Environment Plan and associated impact and risk 
assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5yrs.



The Basics

Offshore Regulation 
Overview



The Environment Regulations 
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The Regulations place the burden of 
proof on the titleholder:

Recognises environments are all different

Titleholder must do the work to justify it environmental 
standards

Our propositions are independently scrutinized by 
Government

The Regulations have three foundational 
concepts:

Principles of ecologically sustainable development.

Environmental impacts and risks must be of an 
acceptable level.

Environmental impacts and risks must be managed to 
as low as reasonably practicable.



Activity Planning Process

10

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

ACTIVITY PLANNING AREA

OPERATIONAL AREA(S)

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

OPERATIONAL  CONSTRAINTS



The Consultation Process
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Titleholder must consult with 
each ‘relevant person’.

A relevant person is 
someone who’s functions, 

interests, or activities may be 
affected by the proposed 

activity. 

Titleholder is required to 
provide ‘sufficient 
information’  and a 

‘reasonable period’ to 
relevant persons.

Relevant persons are 
required to assess the 

possible consequences on 
them and provide any 

“objections or claims” to the 
titleholder. 

Titleholder is required to 
assess the merits of any 
objections or claims and 

provide a response to the 
relevant person. 

Titleholder is required to 
provide full text copies of all 
correspondence with each 

relevant person to 
NOPSEMA. 



The Basics

Offshore Drilling



Drilling Terms

136/18/2024

MODU Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (Rig)

AHSV Anchor Handling Supply Vessel (Boat)

Exploration Well A well drilled to investigate an exploration prospect – usually the first well drilled in a field 
or area

Appraisal Well The wells drilled following the initial discovery well – usually drilled to identify the extent 
of a discovery or to gather more information

Production Well A well drilled for the purpose of producing hydrocarbons

BOP Blowout Preventer – a series of high pressure valves that prevent the flow of formation 
fluids to the environment

MWD/LWD Measurement While Drilling and Logging While Drilling – drilling tools that contain 
measurement sensors that transmit data to surface real time.



We are looking for Gas
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Waarre A TWT Structure Map

Waarre A Amplitude Map

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

A A’

6/18/2024
Waarre C GWC (1996 mSS)

Flaxman

Waarre C

Waarre A

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

Casino-1

A A’



Common Offshore Rig Types

166/18/2024

Jack-up
6-100m Water Depth

Semi-Submersible
50-1000+m Water Depth

Drill Ship
600-3000+m Water Depth



Drilling Process - Mooring

176/18/2024

Anchors are ~ 20 metric ton with an additional 9 metric 
ton ballast

8-12 anchors required to hold rig on location

Anchors



Drilling Process - Mooring

186/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Pre-laid mooring



Drilling Process - Mooring

196/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Pre-laid mooring

Anchor

Mooring Line
(Chain, Wire or Fibre Rope)

Marker Buoy with flashing light
• Anchors may be pre-laid a few weeks before the 

rig arrives on location
• Rigs have between 8 and 12 anchors
• Navigation warnings will be in place via Notice to 

Mariners



Drilling Process - Mooring

206/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Vessel takes the rig anchor chain / wire
Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

216/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Vessel connects rig anchor chain/wire to the pre-laid 
mooring and removes the marker buoy

Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

226/18/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Rig takes tension on the mooring line
Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

236/18/2024

Once anchors are connected – rig ballasts down to drilling draft

Rig



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

246/18/2024

Spudding the well

• Drilling the foundation hole
• Typically 42” hole
• Drilled 60-100m below seabed

Drill bit and Hole Opener



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

256/18/2024

Installing the First Part of the Wellhead

• 36” conductor pipe
• Stage 1 wellhead housing installed
• The conductor is cemented in place

Stage-1

Subsea Wellhead System

Conductor Pipe



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

266/18/2024

Drilling Surface Hole

• Drill 26” hole
• 20” Surface Casing
• Stage-2 wellhead housing installed
• Casing is cemented in place

Subsea Wellhead System

Stage-2

Well Casing



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

276/18/2024

Installing the BOP and Riser

Subsea Wellhead System

Well Casing



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

286/18/2024

Drilling the Intermediate Hole

A. Primary Barrier
• Used to maintain “overbalance” to the 

pressure in the formation.
• The static hydrostatic pressure of the 

drilling fluid must be more than the 
pressure WITHIN the rock.

B. Using the drilling fluids
• Used to cool the drill bit and the 

wellbore.
• Transports cuttings to the surface.
• Water based muds contain barite and 

bentonite (natural minerals).
• Chemicals added as required.
• MUST go through chemical selection 

process per the Environment Plan. Drilling Fluids



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

296/18/2024

Drilling the Reservoir Hole and Evaluate Well

• Reservoir / Formation Evaluation
• Used to establish key subsurface 

information
• Formation type
• Formation fluid type
• Formation porosity and permeability
• Formation pressure and flow 

characteristics
• Sample reservoir fluids

• MWD/LWD – performed whilst drilling
• Wireline logging – after hole is drilled

Pictures from SLB, Paniz Energy & ANOG



Drilling Process – Well Testing

306/18/2024

Well Testing determines the reservoir delivers hydrocarbons

• Not every well is tested.
• Typical to test “appraisal wells”.
• Typical used to fill the well with hydrocarbons 

for preparation of new production wells.

Pictures from SLB



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Well Abandonment

316/18/2024

Following the drilling of exploration wells or at the end of a wells production life – wells are plugged and abandoned

• Set cement plugs to prevent the movement of 
formation fluids either to surface or into shallower 
formations.

• Removal of the wellhead  at below seabed floor 
level.

Picture from Acteon



Drilling Process – Equipment Used

326/18/2024



Drilling Process – Life Offshore

336/18/2024

• Rosters are either 3 weeks 
on, 3 weeks off or 4 weeks 
on, 4 weeks off 

• 12 hour shifts
• No alcohol.



Environmental Impacts 
and Risks 
Preliminary Assessment



Understanding the proposed activity



Proposed Activity

36



Desktop analysis to understand the existing environment

Physical Environment

• Water quality

• Sediment quality
• Air quality

• Climate

• Ambient light

• Ambient Sound

Ecological Environment

• Benthic Habitats and 
Communities

• Coastal Habitats and 
Communities

• Plankton 
Invertebrates

• Fish

• Birds

• Marine Reptiles

• Marine Mammals
• Conservation values 

and sensitivities

Socio-economic 
Environment

• Coastal Communities

• Commercial Fisheries
• Defence Activities

• Offshore Petroleum 
Activities

• Offshore Renewable 
Energy Activities

• Other Offshore 
Infrastructure

• Tourism
• Recreational Diving 

and Fishing

• Shipping

Cultural Environment

• First Nations Peoples

• Native Title
• Maritime 

Archaeological 
Heritage (including 
shipwrecks)

37



Consideration to how our activity interacts with the existing environment

38

Environmental 
Impacts

Seabed Disturbance • Seabed samples
• Anchor placement

Underwater Sound Emissions • Underwater sound from drilling and support vessel.
• Impulsive sound from seabed surveys.

Atmospheric Emissions • Emissions from survey and drilling activities.

Planned Vessel/ Rig Discharges • Routine discharges from support vessels and drilling rigs.
• Cement, cuttings and drilling fluid.

Interference with other Marine Users • Short-term displacement.

Light and Visual Amenity • Potential visibility of drilling rig from coastline.
• Routine light expected to be visible on horizon.
• Potential visibility of flare from coastline.

Environmental 
Risks

Vessel based risks • Loss of material or waste overboard.
• Interactions with marine fauna.
• Introduction and establishment of invasive marine species.

Hydrocarbon related risks • Minor loss of containment.
• Marine diesel oil release.
• Loss of well control release.



Consultation to better understand environmental values and sensitivities

39



Share your environmental values and sensitivities

40
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Questions Feedback Where to from here?



Exploration Terms

42

NOPSEMA National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority
Independent expert regulator responsible for health and safety, structural (well) integrity and 
environmental management for offshore petroleum and greenhouse gas storage activities in 
Commonwealth waters. 

NOPTA National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator
They are responsible for the day-to-day administration of petroleum & greenhouse gas titles in 
Commonwealth waters in Australia.

EP Environment Plan 
A document submitted to NOPSEMA for assessment prior to the commencement of an activity, 
which contains information on environmental assessment, implementation of environmental 
management, details of the titleholder and other information specified in the Environment 
Regulations

Exploration Well A well drilled to investigate an exploration prospect – usually the first well drilled in a field or 
area.

Seabed Survey Seabed surveys are an important safety and environmental measure undertaken ahead of drilling 
activities. They typically involve geophysical and geotechnical sampling techniques that identify 
possible hazards and seafloor habitat to inform exploration well and drilling rig anchor 
placement. 



End



ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Climate Change

• As a global organisation, ConocoPhillips embraces environmental stewardship as a fundamental 
business priority.

• We incorporate climate-related risk into our planning.

• Our climate risk strategy consists of actions consistent with the 2015 Paris Agreement goal to limit 
global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius.

Our commitment

• Strengthening our previously announced operational GHG emissions intensity reduction target to 40-
50% by 2030 and expanding it to apply to both a gross operated and net equity basis to ensure 
active engagement in our non-operated investments.

• Meeting a further 10% reduction target for methane emissions intensity by 2025 from our 2019 
baseline, building upon the 65% reduction we have made since 2015.

• Achieving near-zero methane emissions intensity by 2030.

• Achieving a target of zero routine flaring by 2025, five years sooner than the World Bank initiative’s 
goal of 2030.

44









































































































































































































Collated Feedback from Community Information Sessions and Responses (2023) 

Presented to the Victorian community in June and via Webinar in July 2023. 

Objection or Claim 

(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit  

(Our View) 
Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

Why do we need more 
gas if we are trying to 
address climate 
change.  

Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are meant to help 
meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. 

Gas is a resource that is vital to our daily lives and our economy. It 
is used in the manufacture of many of the products we consume 
and is used to heat homes and businesses and generate electricity. 

The steep decline in gas being supplied in Victoria indicated 
new supply is required to ensure ongoing energy security.  

Every view is registered and provided to our regulator in the 
Sensitive Information Chapter of the EP. 

Relevant person concerns are provided to the development and 
strategy teams. 

The Victorian Coastline 
is a critical habitat for 
many marine fauna, 
especially whales. 
Any impact to these 
animals would be 
unacceptable.  

The conservation plans published by the Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment, and Water allow for 
some level of impact, typically behavioural responses.  

All activities will comply with a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management 
Procedure outlining specific actions to minimise impacts from 
anthropogenic noise in accordance with Conservation Management 
Plans. [CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan] 

Vessels will adhere to an increased caution zone of 500 m between 
whales and vessels. [CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures] 

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a Light Management 
Plan for seabirds as per the National Light Pollution Guidelines for the 
activity.  [CM07: Light Management Plan] 

Flaring will be restricted to a maximum of 120 hours per well and will only 
be conducted in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered to ensure 
safe disposal.  [CM10: Well Testing Program] 

Activity-specific emergency preparedness and response plans and 

capability will be in place prior to activity commencement.  [CM13: 

NOPSEMA accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP)] 

Activities may 
impact commercial 
fishing operators’ 
ability to undertake 
regular activities.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program may interfere with the operation of 
Commonwealth and State fisheries and result in temporary 
displacement.  

Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of 
seabed survey and drilling activities. [CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures] 

These will be communicated via notices to mariners. [CM03: Marine and 

Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan] 



Objection or Claim 

(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit  

(Our View) 
Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial fishing 
adjustment protocol in place prior to the commencement of the drilling 
program which will address economic impact as a result of displacement. 
[CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol] 

Activities may impact 
the regular use of the 
marine environment.  

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may affect the activities 
of other marine and coastal users. For example, the physical 
presence of seabed survey vessels, the drilling rig and support 
vessels used for the activity, and the establishment of exclusion 
zones, may result in the displacement of other marine users 
engaging in activities such as recreational and commercial fishing. 

Other short-term petroleum activities, for example Vertical Seismic 
Profiling (VSP), have the potential to cause additional displacement 
if conducted in close proximity to coastal areas, with sound 
emissions from VSP limited to a maximum of 20 hours per well.  

Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of 
seabed survey and drilling activities. These will be communicated via 

notices to mariners. [CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures; 

CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan] 

A Communication Plan will be prepared to ensure that relevant persons 

are aware and informed of the activity. [CM03: Marine and Coastal Users 

Consultation and Communication Plan] 

ConocoPhillips Marine Assurance System ensures that project vessels 
meet all maritime laws and includes pre commencement vessel 
inspections of class certification requirements [CM01: Marine Assurance 
Process] 

There are historic 
ordnance dumps in and 
around where your 
planned activities are. 

The risks associated with UXO were assessed to establish a ‘UXO 
Risk Profile’ for the permit areas. This risk profile considers the 
probability of encountering UXO, the probability of UXO detonation, 
and the consequence of detonation. 

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is considered low 
risk for all activities, except for some activities involving subsea 
equipment. The risk of a UXO being snagged by equipment, for 
example when collecting seabed samples, and subsequently being 
brought onto a vessel was assessed as Moderate. 

Conducting seabed surveys using speciality equipment to detect the 
presence of metals and collect seabed images, to inform activities that 
interact with the seafloor or sediments. [CM05: Cultural Heritage 
Protection Program; CM06: MODU Mooring Plan] 

Delivering an explosives safety awareness briefing to personnel carrying 
out seabed survey and exploration drilling activities. [CM02: Vessel and 
MODU Operating Procedures] 

Maintaining on-call access to an explosives engineer to provide specialist 
advice in the unlikely event of UXO encounter. [CM02: Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures] 

The only acceptable 
level of impact for 
this activity is zero 
impact.  

Exploration activities do not operate to a zero-impact standard. 
Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to define the 
acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable 
levels of impact are established based on relevant up-to-date 
technical and scientific studies, government advice, and 
are considerate of the information gathered through the 
consultation process. 

ConocoPhillips is looking for further information from individuals about 
key values and sensitivities that need to be protected.  



Objection or Claim 

(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit  

(Our View) 
Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

There is already 
seismic over these 
areas, you shouldn’t 
have to do this again.  

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing seismic 
acquisition as part of its activity.  

Clarifying proposed activity with all individuals that make this claim, 
including providing information for current titleholders and proponents 
proposing to undertake seismic acquisition in the region.  

Not everyone 
can attend a public 
information session. 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and 
invites any and all information on how we can continue to improve 
our consultation with individuals, groups and organisations 
potentially affected by the proposed activities to help inform 
the development of the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia has included the webinar format to support 
ongoing consultation. Webinars are recorded and loaded to the 
consultation hub for individuals to review if they are unable to attend. 

Documents are 
difficult to find on 
the consultation hub 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges there is a lot of information 
available via our consultation hub. 

ConocoPhillips Australia added a large banner section on the home page 
of the consultation hub linking visitors to the document library. 

Fishers are unable 
to make an 
informed assessment 
as there are no defined 
drilling locations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is developing an Environment Plan that 
assesses the potential impacts and risks associated with exploration 
activities over larger operational areas within each of permit 
areas.  We understand that this may result in an overestimation of 
impacts and risks that are specific to functions, interests and 
activities.  

Maps with latitude and longitude coordinates have been provided to 
support ongoing consultation with the commercial fishing industry. We’ve 
requesting feedback from fishers in relation to potential interactions over 
the larger operational areas, and the broader Environmental Planning 
Area, to ensure that we can address any concerns they may have. 

 

 

  



Tasmania – presented back to community in June 2023 and via Webinar in July 2023. 

Objection or Claim 
(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit 
(Our View) 

Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

Community drop-in sessions 
are intimidating and inaccessible 
and ConocoPhillips Australia 
should hold town halls. 

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and feedback and 
invites any and all information on how we can continue 
to improve our consultation with individuals, groups and 
organisations potentially affected by the proposed activities 
to help inform the development of the EP. 

ConocoPhillips Australia held an information session on 17 May 
2023 to provide information about the proposed activity 
to interested members of the King Island community.  

Not everyone can attend an 
evening information session. 

ConocoPhillips Australia hosted two sessions on 13 July, one AM 
and one PM session to allow more members of the community an 
opportunity to attend.  

You need to put a sign out so 
people know where you are. 

We placed a ConocoPhillips Australia banner outside of all 
information sessions, so King Island residents knew where to find 
us; we also sent mail outs to every address on King Island advising 
of planned information sessions. 

Activities may impact 
commercial fishing operators’ 
ability to undertake regular 
activities.  

Lobster fishing is an important 
part of the King Island Economy 
and excluding fishers from their 
regular fishing areas is an 
impact. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program may interfere with the operation of 
Commonwealth and State fisheries and result in temporary 
displacement.   

Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of 
seabed survey and drilling activities. [CM02: Vessel and MODU 
Operating Procedures] 

These will be communicated via notices to mariners. [CM03: 

Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan] 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having a commercial 
fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the commencement of 
the drilling program which will address economic impact as a result 
of displacement. [CM04: Commercial Marine Operators 
Adjustment Protocol] 

There is already seismic 
over these areas, you 
shouldn’t have to do this again.  

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not proposing 
seismic acquisition as part of its activity.  

Clarifying proposed activity with all individuals that make this 
claim, including providing information for current titleholders and 
proponents proposing to undertake seismic acquisition in the 
region.  



Objection or Claim 
(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit 
(Our View) 

Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

Catch and effort data from 
relevant fishing authorities (VFA, 
NRE TAS, AFMA) is not the only 
indication of productivity in 
commercial fisheries.  

ConocoPhillips Australia has used historic catch and effort 
data as part of its analysis of Coastal and other marine 
users chapter. 

We also look at the stock status of key fished species and 
assess impacts to these species. 

Requesting feedback from fishers in relation to potential 
interactions over the larger operational areas, and the broader 
Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we can address any 
concerns you may have. 

Exploration drilling impacts the 
recruitment to and long-term 
sustainability of fisheries. 

Although exploration drilling activities do not operate to a no-
impact standard, impacts are required to be as low as 
reasonably practicable (ALARP) and of an acceptable level. 
Long-term impacts to the sustainability of fisheries 
are not acceptable.  

Requesting feedback from fishers in relation to key values and 
sensitivities within fisheries (fishing areas) that ConocoPhillips 
Australia should consider for exclusion.  

Commercial fishing industry has 
experienced ongoing financial 
impacts in the past 3-5 years 
(COVID, Trade Embargos, low 
prices) and this [drilling activity] 
is an additional impact that puts 
livelihoods at risk 

ConocoPhillips Australia is conscious of the ongoing 
constraints faced by many in the commercial fishing industry 
and is aware that the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of Commonwealth and 
State fisheries and result in temporary displacement which 
has a flow-on affect to income.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having an evidence based 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the drilling program which will address 
economic impact as a result of displacement. [CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol] 

Fishers are unable to make an 
informed assessment as there 
are no defined drilling locations. 

  

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently analysing seismic data 
obtained during the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey in 
permit T/49P, in 2021, and is reprocessing historic seismic 
data for parts of permit VIC/P79, to support the identification 
of drilling locations. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is developing an Environment Plan 
that assesses the potential impacts and risks associated with 
exploration activities over larger operational areas within 
each of permit areas.  We understand that this may result in 
an overestimation of impacts and risks that are specific to 
functions, interests and activities. 

Provided map with latitude and longitude coordinates to support 
ongoing consultation with commercial fishing industry.  

Requesting feedback from fishers in relation to potential 
interactions over the larger operational areas, and the broader 
Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we can address any 
concerns you may have. 



Objection or Claim 
(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit 
(Our View) 

Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
Adjustment protocol for the 
Sequoia Seismic Survey was still 
too hard to apply for. 

ConocoPhillips Australia worked with peak fishing industry 
associations and made best attempts to ensure the Sequoia 
Seismic Adjustment Protocol was as simple as possible to 
apply to, including allowing for a payment of $2500 in 
administrative costs for fishers regardless of assessment 
outcome.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking feedback from the commercial 
fishing industry on how applications to an evidence-based 
adjustment protocol can be simplified for ease of application. 
[CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol] 

A displacement-based 
compensation approach is not 
an adequate compensation 
approach. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that there is not a one-size-
fits all approach to adjustment and compensation of 
commercial fishers. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to the principle that no 
fisher will be worse off financially as a result of our activity.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking feedback from the commercial 
fishing industry on how best to assess impact to commercial fishers 
through an evidence based adjustment protocol. [CM04: 
Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol] 

Any compensation/adjustment 
should be paid to those doing 
the actual fishing. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to the principle that no 
fisher will be worse off financially as a result of our activity.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having an evidence based 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the drilling program which will address 
economic impact as a result of displacement. [CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol] 

ConocoPhillips Australia should 
retire the SRL fishing quota for 
the entire season they are 
planning to be active.  

ConocoPhillips Australia does not believe a full retirement of 
quota is an appropriate response to a short-term, recoverable 
activity.  

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having an evidence based 
commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place prior to the 
commencement of the drilling program which will address 
economic impact as a result of displacement. [CM04: Commercial 
Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol] 

Why do we need more gas if we 
are trying to address climate 
change. 

Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are meant to help 
meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs. 

Gas is a resource that is vital to our daily lives and our 
economy. It is used in the manufacture of many of the 
products we consume  and is used to heat homes and 
businesses and generate electricity. 

We register every view provided to our regulator in the Sensitive 
Information Chapter of the EP. 

We provide relevant person concerns to the development and 
strategy teams. 



Objection or Claim 
(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit 
(Our View) 

Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

The steep decline in gas being supplied in Victoria indicated 
new supply is required to ensure ongoing energy security.  

Documents are difficult to find 
on the consultation hub 

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges there is a lot of 
information available via our consultation hub. 

ConocoPhillips Australia added a large banner section on the home 
page of the consultation hub linking visitors to the document 
library. 

The interactive map on the 
website only shows giant kelp as 
one little dot. King Island has an 
entire kelp industry. The map is 
lacking. 

The map used in the interactive mapping tool for giant kelp 
(macorcystis pyrifera) is based on data sourced from the 
commonwealth government. 

This data source and map visualisation is specific to the 
threatened ecological community in which macorcystis 
pyrifera is the foundation species. This species of kelp 
provides ecosystem services and habitat for marine life.  

ConocoPhillips Australia would appreciate any additional data 
sources that would improve their assessment and mapping 
of other species of kelp near King Island. 

The Victorian and Tasmanian 
Coastline is critical habitat for 
many marine fauna, especially 
whales. Any impact to these 
animals would be unacceptable. 

The conservation management plans published by the 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment, 
and Water allow for some level of impact, typically 
behavioural responses.  

All activities will comply with a Marine Mammal Adaptive 
Management Procedure outlining specific actions to minimise 
impacts from anthropogenic noise in accordance with 
Conservation Management Plans. [CM08: Marine Mammal 
Adaptive Management Plan] 

Vessels will adhere to an increased caution zone of 500 m between 
whales and vessels. [CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures] 

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a Light 
Management Plan for seabirds as per the National Light Pollution 
Guidelines for the activity.  [CM07: Light Management Plan] 

Flaring will be restricted to a maximum of 120 hours per well and 
will only be conducted in the event that hydrocarbons are 
discovered to ensure safe disposal.  [CM10: Well Testing Program] 



Objection or Claim 
(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit 
(Our View) 

Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

Activity-specific emergency preparedness and response plans and 
capability will be in place prior to activity commencement. [CM13: 
NOPSEMA accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP)] 

Activities may impact the regular 
use of the marine environment.  

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may affect the 
activities of other marine and coastal users. For example, the 
physical presence of seabed survey vessels, the drilling rig and 
support vessels used for the activity, and the establishment of 
exclusion zones, may result in the displacement of other 
marine users engaging in activities such as recreational and 
commercial fishing. 

Other short-term petroleum activities, for example Vertical 
Seismic Profiling (VSP), have the potential to cause additional 
displacement if conducted in close proximity to coastal areas, 
with sound emissions from VSP limited to a maximum of 20 
hours per well.  

Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the commencement of 
seabed survey and drilling activities. These will be communicated 
via notices to mariners. [CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating 
Procedures; CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and 
Communication Plan] 

A Communication Plan will be prepared to ensure that relevant 
persons are aware and informed of the activity. [CM03: Marine 
and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan] 

ConocoPhillips Marine Assurance System ensures that project 
vessels meet all maritime laws and includes pre commencement 
vessel inspections of class certification requirements. [CM01: 
Marine Assurance Process] 

There are historic ordnance 
dumps in and around where 
your planned activities are. 

The risks associated with UXO were assessed to establish a 
‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit areas. This risk profile 
considers the probability of encountering UXO, the probability 
of UXO detonation, and the consequence of detonation. 

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is considered low 
risk for all activities, except for some activities involving 
subsea equipment. The risk of a UXO being snagged by 
equipment, for example when collecting seabed samples, and 
subsequently being brought onto a vessel was assessed 
as Moderate. 

Conducting seabed surveys using speciality equipment to detect 
the presence of metals and collect seabed images, to inform 
activities that interact with the seafloor or sediments. [CM05: 
Cultural Heritage Protection Program; CM06: MODU Mooring 
Plan] 

Delivering an explosives safety awareness briefing to personnel 
carrying out seabed survey and exploration drilling activities. 
[CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures] 

Maintaining on-call access to an explosives engineer to provide 
specialist advice in the unlikely event of UXO encounter. [CM02: 
Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures] 



Objection or Claim 
(What we’ve heard) 

Assessment of Merit 
(Our View) 

Measures Adopted as a Result of Consultation 

The only acceptable level of 
impact for this activity is zero 
impact.  

Exploration activities do not operate to a zero-impact 
standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required to 
define the acceptable level of impact and work below that 
level. Acceptable levels of impact are established based on 
relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, 
government advice, and are considerate of the information 
gathered through the consultation process. 

ConocoPhillips is looking for further information from King Island 
residents about key values and sensitivities that need to be 
protected.  

If drilling was to occur in the 
central zone of T/49P 
ConocoPhillips Australia, 
emergency preparedness 
considerations should include 
identifying resources and 
potential staging areas for 
emergency response equipment 
and the feasibility of mobilising 
temporary accommodation. 

Although the risk of an oil spill is extremely unlikely, 
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to develop an Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) in consultation with the 
State Control Agencies (TasEPA, DTP-Vic) and submit this with 
the Environment Plan to NOPSEMA for assessment.  

The OPEP details the arrangements in place for responding to, 
monitoring and managing the highly unlikely release of 
hydrocarbons during the exploration program. The OPEP 
is based on the most conservative (i.e. worst-case) credible 
scenarios to ensure that the arrangements in place are 
adequate for any event. 

[ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to having first 
strike spill response resources pre-emptively located on King 
Island in the event that drilling is scheduled to occur within 
the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, adjacent to 
King Island. The costs associated with mobilising, installing 
and demobilising temporary accommodation to King Island 
for use by a limited number of personnel in the highly 
unlikely event of a spill during short-term exploration 
activities within the operational area adjacent to King Island, 
are considered grossly disproportionate to the benefit and, 
as such, this measure has not been adopted.] 

 

Noted. ConocoPhillips Australia is currently assessing the feasibility 
of mobilising temporary accommodation and storing response 
equipment proactively on the island should a well be drilled in the 
central zone of T/49P, adjacent to King Island. [Table 6-1: 
Environmental performance requirements and responsibilities for 
the Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) has been updated to 
reflect the mobilisation of first strike spill response resources pre-
emptively to King Island in the event that drilling is scheduled to 
occur within the central zone of the T/49P Operational Area, 
adjacent to King Island; and measurement criteria have been 
established to demonstrate compliance.]  
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6/19/2024

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the First Nations Peoples and 
Traditional Custodians of this land, 
and we pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging. We celebrate the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples’ long histories, rich cultures 
and connection to the land, water and air. 



Overview

• Welcome and introductions.

• About ConocoPhillips Australia.

• Proposed exploration drilling program 
and activities.

• Offshore exploration regulations 
overview.

• Offshore drilling – explained.

• Environmental impacts and risks 
explained

―Our methodology

―Preliminary assessment.

• Questions and Answers

4

Seeking Relevant Persons

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking 
to understand functions, interests 
or activities that may be affected by 
the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program. 

This information, along with the 
assessment of impacts and risks, 
determines if an individual or 
organisation is a ‘relevant person’. 

A relevant person is a mandatory 
consultee under the Regulations.



ConocoPhillips Australia

6/19/2024 5

ConocoPhillips Australia was established 
almost two decades ago.
• We are a shareholder in Australia Pacific 

LNG (APLNG) and operate the APLNG 
facility on Curtis Island, in Queensland.

• We are headquartered in Brisbane, QLD.

• We have more than 50 years offshore 
experience globally (starting in the North 
Sea off UK and Norway and including 
offshore between northern Australia and 
Timor Leste).

Current exploration portfolio
Two permits in the offshore Otway Basin:

• T/49P

• VIC/P79

APLNG facility on Curtis Island in the 
Gladstone Region, Queensland.



Otway Exploration Drilling Program
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Areas:

• VIC/P79 and T/49P

• ConocoPhillips Australia holds an 80% interest and 
operatorship of both permits.

Key Permit Prospects Characteristics:

• Offshore Otway Basin

• Water depth range 35-1400m, predominantly ~100m

• Adjacent to producing Thylacine, Geographe, Casino, 
and Henry gas fields.

Existing permit commitments:

• T/49P commitment of one exploration well.

• VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well. 



Otway Exploration Drilling Activities
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1. Seabed Hazard Survey involves:
• ~6 km2 per site area at up to 9 locations
• Vessel operations 
• Geophysical survey
• Geotechnical sampling
• Imagery

2. Exploration Drilling involves:
• Marine offshore drilling unit operations
• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft
• Anchor placement/removal
• Evaluation and testing (flaring)
• Plug and Abandon all wells

Environment Plan and associated impact and risk 
assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5yrs.



The Basics

Offshore Regulation 
Overview



The Environment Regulations 
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The Regulations place the burden of 
proof on the titleholder:

Recognises environments are all different

Titleholder must do the work to justify it environmental 
standards

Our propositions are independently scrutinized by 
Government

The Regulations have three foundational 
concepts:

Principles of ecologically sustainable development.

Environmental impacts and risks must be of an 
acceptable level.

Environmental impacts and risks must be managed to 
as low as reasonably practicable.



Activity Planning Process
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

ACTIVITY PLANNING AREA

OPERATIONAL AREA(S)

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

OPERATIONAL  CONSTRAINTS



The Consultation Process
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Titleholder must consult with 
each ‘relevant person’.

A relevant person is 
someone who’s functions, 

interests, or activities may be 
affected by the proposed 

activity. 

Titleholder is required to 
provide ‘sufficient 
information’  and a 

‘reasonable period’ to 
relevant persons.

Relevant persons are 
required to assess the 

possible consequences on 
them and provide any 

“objections or claims” to the 
titleholder. 

Titleholder is required to 
assess the merits of any 
objections or claims and 

provide a response to the 
relevant person. 

Titleholder is required to 
provide full text copies of all 
correspondence with each 

relevant person to 
NOPSEMA. 



The Basics

Offshore Drilling



Drilling Terms

136/19/2024

MODU Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit (Rig)

AHSV Anchor Handling Supply Vessel (Boat)

Exploration Well A well drilled to investigate an exploration prospect – usually the first well drilled in a field 
or area

Appraisal Well The wells drilled following the initial discovery well – usually drilled to identify the extent 
of a discovery or to gather more information

Production Well A well drilled for the purpose of producing hydrocarbons

BOP Blowout Preventer – a series of high pressure valves that prevent the flow of formation 
fluids to the environment

MWD/LWD Measurement While Drilling and Logging While Drilling – drilling tools that contain 
measurement sensors that transmit data to surface real time.



We are looking for Gas
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Waarre A TWT Structure Map

Waarre A Amplitude Map

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

A A’

6/19/2024
Waarre C GWC (1996 mSS)

Flaxman

Waarre C

Waarre A

Waarre A GWC (1840 mSS)

Casino-1

A A’



Common Offshore Rig Types

166/19/2024

Jack-up
6-100m Water Depth

Semi-Submersible
50-1000+m Water Depth

Drill Ship
600-3000+m Water Depth



Drilling Process - Mooring

176/19/2024

Anchors are ~ 20 metric ton with an additional 9 metric 
ton ballast

8-12 anchors required to hold rig on location

Anchors



Drilling Process - Mooring

186/19/2024

Anchor Installation – Pre-laid mooring



Drilling Process - Mooring

196/19/2024

Anchor Installation – Pre-laid mooring

Anchor

Mooring Line
(Chain, Wire or Fibre Rope)

Marker Buoy with flashing light
• Anchors may be pre-laid a few weeks before the 

rig arrives on location
• Rigs have between 8 and 12 anchors
• Navigation warnings will be in place via Notice to 

Mariners



Drilling Process - Mooring

206/19/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Vessel takes the rig anchor chain / wire
Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

216/19/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Vessel connects rig anchor chain/wire to the pre-laid 
mooring and removes the marker buoy

Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

226/19/2024

Anchor Installation – Connecting the Rig

Rig takes tension on the mooring line
Rig



Drilling Process - Mooring

236/19/2024

Once anchors are connected – rig ballasts down to drilling draft

Rig



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

246/19/2024

Spudding the well

• Drilling the foundation hole
• Typically 42” hole
• Drilled 60-100m below seabed

Drill bit and Hole Opener



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

256/19/2024

Installing the First Part of the Wellhead

• 36” conductor pipe
• Stage 1 wellhead housing installed
• The conductor is cemented in place

Stage-1

Subsea Wellhead System

Conductor Pipe



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

266/19/2024

Drilling Surface Hole

• Drill 26” hole
• 20” Surface Casing
• Stage-2 wellhead housing installed
• Casing is cemented in place

Subsea Wellhead System

Stage-2

Well Casing



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

276/19/2024

Installing the BOP and Riser

Subsea Wellhead System

Well Casing



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

286/19/2024

Drilling the Intermediate Hole

A. Primary Barrier
• Used to maintain “overbalance” to the 

pressure in the formation.
• The static hydrostatic pressure of the 

drilling fluid must be more than the 
pressure WITHIN the rock.

B. Using the drilling fluids
• Used to cool the drill bit and the 

wellbore.
• Transports cuttings to the surface.
• Water based muds contain barite and 

bentonite (natural minerals).
• Chemicals added as required.
• MUST go through chemical selection 

process per the Environment Plan. Drilling Fluids



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Drilling the well

296/19/2024

Drilling the Reservoir Hole and Evaluate Well

• Reservoir / Formation Evaluation
• Used to establish key subsurface 

information
• Formation type
• Formation fluid type
• Formation porosity and permeability
• Formation pressure and flow 

characteristics
• Sample reservoir fluids

• MWD/LWD – performed whilst drilling
• Wireline logging – after hole is drilled

Pictures from SLB, Paniz Energy & ANOG



Drilling Process – Well Testing

306/19/2024

Well Testing determines the reservoir delivers hydrocarbons

• Not every well is tested.
• Typical to test “appraisal wells”.
• Typical used to fill the well with hydrocarbons 

for preparation of new production wells.

Pictures from SLB



Rig-1

Drilling Process – Well Abandonment

316/19/2024

Following the drilling of exploration wells or at the end of a wells production life – wells are plugged and abandoned

• Set cement plugs to prevent the movement of 
formation fluids either to surface or into shallower 
formations.

• Removal of the wellhead  at below seabed floor 
level.

Picture from Acteon



Drilling Process – Equipment Used

326/19/2024



Drilling Process – Life Offshore

336/19/2024

• Rosters are either 3 weeks 
on, 3 weeks off or 4 weeks 
on, 4 weeks off 

• 12 hour shifts
• No alcohol.



Environmental Impacts 
and Risks 
Preliminary Assessment



Understanding the proposed activity

The Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment 
is publicly available on the Consultation Hub



Proposed Activity

36



Desktop analysis to understand the existing environment

Physical Environment

• Water quality

• Sediment quality
• Air quality

• Climate

• Ambient light

• Ambient Sound

Ecological Environment

• Benthic Habitats and 
Communities

• Coastal Habitats and 
Communities

• Plankton 
Invertebrates

• Fish

• Birds

• Marine Reptiles

• Marine Mammals
• Conservation values 

and sensitivities

Socio-economic 
Environment

• Coastal Communities

• Commercial Fisheries
• Defence Activities

• Offshore Petroleum 
Activities

• Offshore Renewable 
Energy Activities

• Other Offshore 
Infrastructure

• Tourism
• Recreational Diving 

and Fishing

• Shipping

Cultural Environment

• First Nations Peoples

• Native Title
• Maritime 

Archaeological 
Heritage (including 
shipwrecks)

37



Consideration to how our activity interacts with the existing environment
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Environmental 
Impacts

Seabed Disturbance • Seabed samples
• Anchor placement

Underwater Sound Emissions • Underwater sound from drilling and support vessel.
• Impulsive sound from seabed surveys.

Atmospheric Emissions • Emissions from survey and drilling activities.

Planned Vessel/ Rig Discharges • Routine discharges from support vessels and drilling rigs.
• Cement, cuttings and drilling fluid.

Interference with other Marine Users • Short-term displacement.

Light and Visual Amenity • Potential visibility of drilling rig from coastline.
• Routine light expected to be visible on horizon.
• Potential visibility of flare from coastline.

Environmental 
Risks

Vessel based risks • Loss of material or waste overboard.
• Interactions with marine fauna.
• Introduction and establishment of invasive marine species.

Hydrocarbon related risks • Minor loss of containment.
• Marine diesel oil release.
• Loss of well control release.



Consultation to better understand environmental values and sensitivities
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Share your environmental values and sensitivities

40
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Questions Feedback Where to from here?



End



Exploration Terms

43

NOPSEMA National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority
Independent expert regulator responsible for health and safety, structural (well) integrity and 
environmental management for offshore petroleum and greenhouse gas storage activities in 
Commonwealth waters. 

NOPTA National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator
They are responsible for the day-to-day administration of petroleum & greenhouse gas titles in 
Commonwealth waters in Australia.

EP Environment Plan 
A document submitted to NOPSEMA for assessment prior to the commencement of an activity, 
which contains information on environmental assessment, implementation of environmental 
management, details of the titleholder and other information specified in the Environment 
Regulations

Exploration Well A well drilled to investigate an exploration prospect – usually the first well drilled in a field or 
area.

Seabed Survey Seabed surveys are an important safety and environmental measure undertaken ahead of drilling 
activities. They typically involve geophysical and geotechnical sampling techniques that identify 
possible hazards and seafloor habitat to inform exploration well and drilling rig anchor 
placement. 



ConocoPhillips Australia's Response to Climate Change

• As a global organisation, ConocoPhillips embraces environmental stewardship as a fundamental 
business priority.

• We incorporate climate-related risk into our planning.

• Our climate risk strategy consists of actions consistent with the 2015 Paris Agreement goal to limit 
global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius.

Our commitment

• Strengthening our previously announced operational GHG emissions intensity reduction target to 40-
50% by 2030 and expanding it to apply to both a gross operated and net equity basis to ensure 
active engagement in our non-operated investments.

• Meeting a further 10% reduction target for methane emissions intensity by 2025 from our 2019 
baseline, building upon the 65% reduction we have made since 2015.

• Achieving near-zero methane emissions intensity by 2030.

• Achieving a target of zero routine flaring by 2025, five years sooner than the World Bank initiative’s 
goal of 2030.

44
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6/19/2024

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples as the First Nations Peoples and 

Traditional Custodians of this land, and we pay 

our respects to Elders past and present. We 
celebrate the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples’ long histories, rich cultures 

and connection to the land, water and air. 



Tonight’s Webinar

ConocoPhillips 4

Overview of the proposed exploration drilling activity.

Overview of the consultation process

Share feedback received through consultation

Overview of initial environmental impact and risk assessments

Questions and feedback



Otway Exploration Drilling Program
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Areas:

• VIC/P79 and T/49P

• ConocoPhillips Australia holds an 80% interest and 
operatorship of both permits.

Key Permit Prospects Characteristics:

• Offshore Otway Basin

• Water depth range 35-1400m, predominantly ~100m

• Adjacent to producing Thylacine, Geographe, Casino, 
and Henry gas fields.

Existing permit commitments:

• T/49P commitment of one exploration well.

• VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well. 



Otway Exploration Drilling Activities
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1. Seabed Hazard Survey involves:
• ~6 km2 per site area at up to 9 locations
• Vessel operations 
• Geophysical survey
• Geotechnical sampling
• Imagery

2. Exploration Drilling involves:
• Mobile offshore drilling unit operations
• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft
• Anchor placement/removal
• Evaluation and testing (flaring)
• Plug and Abandon all wells

Environment Plan and associated impact and risk 
assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5yrs.



The Consultation Process
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Titleholder must consult with 

each ‘relevant person’.

A relevant person is someone 

who’s functions, interests, or 

activities may be affected by 

the proposed activity. 

Titleholder is required to 

provide ‘sufficient information’  

and a ‘reasonable period’ to 

relevant persons.

Relevant persons are required 

to assess the possible 

consequences on them and 

provide any “objections or 

claims” to the titleholder. 

Titleholder is required to 

assess the merits of any 

objections or claims and 

provide a response to the 

relevant person. 

Titleholder is required to 

provide full text copies of all 

correspondence with each 

relevant person to NOPSEMA. 



Feedback from Consultation



Climate 
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Objection or Claim 

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit 

(Our View)

Measures adopted as a result of 

consultation

Why do we need more gas 

if we are trying to address 
climate change. 

Exploration activities in the Otway Basin are meant to 

help meet Australia’s ongoing energy needs.

Gas is a resource that is vital to our daily lives and our 
economy. It is used in the manufacture of many of 

the products we consume  and is used to heat homes 
and businesses and generate electricity.

The steep decline in gas being supplied in Victoria 
indicated new supply is required to ensure ongoing 
energy security. 

We register every view provided to our 

regulator in the Sensitive Information 
Chapter of the EP.

We provide relevant person concerns to 

the development and strategy teams.



Activity 
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Objection or Claim

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit

(Our View)
Measures adopted as a result of consultation

The only acceptable level 

of impact for this 

activity is zero impact. 

Exploration activities do not operate to a zero-impact 

standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is required 

to define the acceptable level of impact and work 

below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are 

established based on relevant up-to-date technical 

and scientific studies, government advice, and are 

considerate of the information gathered through the 

consultation process.

ConocoPhillips is looking for further information 

from individuals about key values and sensitivities 

that need to be protected. 

There is already seismic 

over these areas, you 
shouldn’t have to do this 
again. 

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program is not 

proposing seismic acquisition as part of its activity. 

Clarifying proposed activity with all individuals that 

make this claim, including providing information 
for current titleholders and proponents proposing 
to undertake seismic acquisition in the region. 



Consultation
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Objection or Claim

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit

(Our View)

Measures adopted as a result of 

consultation

Not everyone can 

attend a public 

information session.

ConocoPhillips Australia values consultation and 

feedback and invites any and all information on how we 

can continue to improve our consultation with 

individuals, groups and organisations potentially 

affected by the proposed activities to help inform the 

development of the EP.

ConocoPhillips Australia has included the 

webinar format to support ongoing 

consultation. Webinars are recorded and 

loaded to the consultation hub for individuals 

to review if they are unable to attend.

Documents are difficult 

to find on the 

consultation hub

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges there is a lot of 

information available via our consultation hub.

ConocoPhillips Australia added a large banner 

section on the home page of the consultation 

hub linking visitors to the document library.



Marine Fauna 
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Objection or Claim

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit

(Our View)

Measures adopted as a result of consultation

The Victorian and 

Tasmanian Coastline is 
critical habitat for many 
marine fauna, especially 

whales. Any impact to 
these animals would be 

unacceptable. 

The conservation 

management plans 
published by the 
Department of Climate 

Change, Energy, the 
Environment, and Water 

allow for some level of 
impact, typically 
behavioural responses. 

All activities will comply with a Marine Mammal Adaptive Management 

Procedure outlining specific actions to minimise impacts from 
anthropogenic noise in accordance with Conservation Management Plans.

Vessels will adhere to an increased caution zone of 500 m between whales 

and vessels.

ConocoPhillips Australia will develop and implement a Light Management 

Plan as per the National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife, for the 
activity to minimise impacts to seabirds. 

Flaring will be restricted to a maximum of 120 hours per well and will only 

be conducted in the event that hydrocarbons are discovered to ensure safe 
disposal. 

Activity-specific emergency preparedness and response plans and 
capability will be in place prior to activity commencement. 



Commercial Fishing 
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Objection or Claim

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit

(Our View)

Measures adopted as a result of consultation

Activities may impact 

commercial fishing 
operators' ability to 
undertake regular 

activities. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is aware that the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program may 
interfere with the operation of 
Commonwealth and State fisheries and 

result in temporary displacement. 

Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the 

commencement of seabed survey and drilling activities. 
These will be communicated via notices to mariners. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to having

a commercial fishing adjustment protocol in place
prior to the commencement of the drilling program which 

will address economic impact as a result of displacement. 

Fishers are unable to 

make an informed 

assessment as there are 

no defined drilling 

locations.

ConocoPhillips Australia is developing an 

Environment Plan that assesses the 

potential impacts and risks associated with 

exploration activities over larger operational 

areas within each of permit areas.  We 

understand that this may result in an 

overestimation of impacts and risks that are 

specific to functions, interests and activities. 

Maps with latitude and longitude coordinates have been 

provided to support ongoing consultation with the 

commercial fishing industry. 

We’ve requesting feedback from fishers in relation to 

potential interactions over the larger operational areas, and 

the broader Environmental Planning Area, to ensure that we 

can address any concerns they may have.



Coastal and Other Marine Users 
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Objection or Claim

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit

(Our View)

Measures adopted as a result of consultation

Activities may impact the 

regular use of the marine 
environment.

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program may affect 

the activities of other marine and coastal users. 
For example, the physical presence of seabed 
survey vessels, the drilling rig and support vessels 

used for the activity, and the establishment of 
exclusion zones, may result in the displacement of 

other marine users engaging in activities such as 
recreational and commercial fishing.

Other short-term petroleum activities, for example 

Vertical Seismic Profiling (VSP), have the potential 
to cause additional displacement if conducted in 

close proximity to coastal areas, with sound 
emissions from VSP limited to a maximum of 20 
hours per well.

Exclusion zones will be put in place prior to the 

commencement of seabed survey and drilling 
activities. These will be communicated via notices 
to mariners.

A Communication Plan will be prepared to ensure 
that relevant persons are aware and informed of 

the activity.

ConocoPhillips Marine Assurance System ensures 
that project vessels meet all maritime laws and 

includes pre commencement vessel inspections of 
class certification requirements. 



Unexploded Ordnance 
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Objection or Claim

(What we’ve heard)

Assessment of Merit

(Our View)

Measures adopted as a result of consultation

There are historic 

ordnance dumps in and 
around where your 
planned activities are.

The risks associated with UXO were assessed to 

establish a ‘UXO Risk Profile’ for the permit areas. 
This risk profile considers the probability of 
encountering UXO, the probability of UXO 

detonation, and the consequence of detonation.

Encountering UXOs within the permit areas is 

considered low risk for all activities, except for some 
activities involving subsea equipment. The risk of a 
UXO being snagged by equipment, for example 

when collecting seabed samples, and subsequently 
being brought onto a vessel was assessed as 

Moderate.

Conducting seabed surveys using speciality 

equipment to detect the presence of metals and 
collect seabed images, to inform activities that 
interact with the seafloor or sediments.

Delivering an explosives safety awareness 
briefing to personnel carrying out seabed survey 

and exploration drilling activities.

Maintaining on-call access to an explosives 
engineer to provide specialist advice in the 

unlikely event of UXO encounter.



Initial Assessment

Environmental Impacts and 

Risks 



Desktop analysis to understand the existing environment

Physical Environment

• Water quality

• Sediment quality

• Air quality

• Climate

• Ambient light

• Ambient Sound

Ecological Environment

• Benthic Habitats and 

Communities

• Coastal Habitats and 

Communities

• Plankton 

Invertebrates

• Fish

• Birds

• Marine Reptiles

• Marine Mammals

• Conservation values 

and sensitivities

Socio-economic 

Environment

• Coastal Communities

• Commercial Fisheries

• Defence Activities

• Offshore Petroleum 

Activities

• Offshore Renewable 

Energy Activities

• Other Offshore 

Infrastructure

• Tourism

• Recreational Diving 

and Fishing

• Shipping

Cultural Environment

• First Nations Peoples

• Native Title
• Maritime 

Archaeological 
Heritage (including 
shipwrecks)
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Consideration to how our activity interacts with the existing 

environment
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Environmental 

Impacts

Seabed Disturbance • Seabed samples

• Anchor placement

Underwater Sound Emissions • Underwater sound from drilling and support vessel.

• Impulsive sound from seabed surveys and formation evaluation.

Atmospheric Emissions • Emissions from survey and drilling activities.

Planned Vessel/ Rig Discharges • Routine discharges from support vessels and drilling rigs.

• Cement, cuttings, drilling fluid and other minor sources.

Interference with other Marine and 

Coastal Users (including visual 
amenity)

• Short-term displacement.

• Potential visibility of drilling rig and vessels from the coastline

Light • Biological and ecological effects.

• Potential visibility of routine lighting on the horizon
• Potential visibility of flaring from the coastline.

Environmental 

Risks

Vessel based risks • Loss of material or waste overboard.

• Interactions with marine fauna.
• Introduction and establishment of invasive marine species.

Hydrocarbon related risks • Minor loss of containment.

• Marine diesel oil release.
• Loss of well control release.
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Questions and Feedback
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the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples as the First Nations Peoples and 

Traditional Custodians of this land, and we pay 

our respects to Elders past and present. We 
celebrate the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples’ long histories, rich cultures 

and connection to the land, water and air. 



Tonight’s Webinar

ConocoPhillips 4

Project overview and update

Overview on providing feedback, objections and claims on the draft EP chapters

Overview of the Environmental Planning Area and how we’ve described the existing environment

Environmental Performance Outcomes for the Activity

Participant led discussion of topics and aspects covered in the EP



ACTION: Please use the chat function to share your top 3 topics you’d like to see covered this evening from below.

Participant Preferences for EP Information

ConocoPhillips 5
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Strategy



Otway Exploration Drilling Program

6

Areas:

• VIC/P79 and T/49P

• ConocoPhillips Australia holds an 80% interest and 
operatorship of both permits.

Key Permit Prospects Characteristics:

• Offshore Otway Basin

• Water depth range 35-1400m, predominantly ~100m

• Adjacent to producing Thylacine, Geographe, Casino, 
and Henry gas fields.

Existing permit commitments:

• T/49P commitment of one exploration well.

• VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well. 
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What hasn’t changed…
1. Seabed Hazard Surveys:

• ~6x6 km per site area at up to 9 locations

• Vessel operations 

• Geophysical survey

• Geotechnical sampling

• Imagery

2. Exploration Drilling:

• Minimum of 2 wells and up to 4 optional wells

• Mobile offshore drilling unit operations

• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft

• Anchor placement/removal

• Evaluation and testing (flaring)

• Plug and Abandon all wells

Environment Plan and associated impact and risk 
assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5yrs.



Operational Area

Based on operational constraints of the drilling rig and ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
ongoing assessment of seismic data, the operational areas of the proposed activity 
have been refined, resulting in an overall reduction of the total area by 456.2 km2.

What has Changed?
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Operational Area Original Area (km2) Reduced Area (km2) Overall reduction 

(km2)

VIC/P79 2384.4 2330.9 53.5

T/49P 2579.3 2176.6 402.7

Design Envelope

The initial timing provided for the commencement of seabed surveys was no 
earlier than 1 January 2024. This has now been extended to no earlier than 1 April 
2024. 

Parameter Seabed Survey Drilling

Earliest Start Date 1 April 2024 1 October 2024

Latest Start Date 31 December 2028 31 December 2028

Maximum Number of 

Locations

9 (to support confirmation of 

final drilling locations)

6 (2 firm wells and up to 4 

optional wells)

Spatial Extent (within which 

the activity can occur)

Operational Areas associated 

with T/49P and VIC/P79

Operational Areas associated 

with T/49P and VIC/P79



We are seeking objections and claims that relate to the 
information contained in the draft Environment Plan that is 
currently available on the online consultation hub. 

Objections and Claims could relate to:

• The way the existing environment (including the 
socioeconomic and cultural environment) in the area of 
the proposed activity is described in the document 
(Chapter 4)

• The environmental impacts and risks of the proposed 
activity (Chapter 6-8)

• The proposed measures for managing the environmental 
impacts and risks (Chapter 6-9)

• The proposed methods for monitoring the 
environmental performance of the activity (Chapter 9-
10). 

Draft Environment Plan Chapters 

ConocoPhillips 9

REMINDER: Blanket objections to the proposed activity and/or fossil fuel are not considered in NOPSEMA’s decision making .

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program/otway-exploration-drilling-program-home/


• Considers the spatial extent of the proposed 
activity (operational areas, continuous sound 
emissions, impulsive sound emissions, artificial 
light emissions, accidental hydrocarbon releases).

• Identifies conservation values and sensitivities like 
Australian Marine Parks, World Heritage Properties 
and National Heritage Places, State Protected 
Areas, Threatened Ecological Communities and 
Key Ecological Features. 

• Considers the physical environment

• Considers the ecological environment

• Considers the socio-economic environment

• Considers the cultural environment such as 
maritime archaeological heritage, First Nations 
Heritage and Native Title. 

Description of the Environment

ConocoPhillips 10

REMINDER: The Environmental Planning Area was established to support the identification of marine and coastal environmental values and 

sensitivities and potentially relevant persons. 



The Environmental Planning Area
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17 Known significant 

shipwrecks2 Indigenous 

Protected Areas

36 Commercial 

Fisheries 

31
Coastal settlement 

regions

5 Known to occur 

invasive marine 
species

274 Fauna species 

identified to occur

9 Key Ecological 

Features5
Threatened Ecological 

Communities with marine 
or coastal features

28 State Protected Areas

46
Marine Protected 

Areas9 Ramsar Wetlands 

Sites7
Commonwealth Heritage 

Places with seafloor 
and/or coastal features

4
National Heritage 

Places with coastal 
features

1 World Heritage-listed 

property12 Australian Marine Parks

Overlaps nine bioregions across three marine regions and includes, but is not limited to the following values and sensitivities:



EPO1: Undertake the activity in a manner that will not interfere with other marine and coastal users to a greater extent than is necessary for the exercise of 

right conferred by the titles granted.

EP02: Commercial marine operators are not economically disadvantaged as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.

EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, from the activity.

EPO4: Biologically important behaviours within a BIA or outside a BIA can continue while the activity is being undertaken.

EPO5: No substantial reduction of air quality within local airshed caused by atmospheric emissions produced during the activity.

EPO6: No substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, cultural 

values or human health.

EPO7: No unplanned objects, emissions or discharges to sea or air.

EPO8: No discernible change to the air quality of coastal communities.

EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such that:

• Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not displaced from a foraging area.

• It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the area or cause injury (TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance.

EPO10: No substantial or unrecoverable change in water quality which may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, cultural 
values or human health.

EPO11: No invasive marine species introduced, established or spread attributable to the activity.

Environmental Performance Outcomes for the Activity

ConocoPhillips 12



Assessment:

• Low risk of encountering UXO’s within VIC/P79 or T/49P for all activities with the 

exception of snag on vessel.

• Moderate risk of UXO being snagged on submarine equipment and subsequently 

being brought onto a vessel (snag on vessel). Increase in risk is based on 

increased severity of the consequence. 

Control Measures:

• CM06: MODU Mooring Plan – A magnetometer survey and review of the seabed 

imagery will be conducted as part of the seabed survey to support avoidance of 

ferric metal objects, including unidentified shipwrecks and unexploded ordnance. 

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO1: Undertake the activity in a manner that will not interfere with other marine 

and coastal users to a greater extent than is necessary for the exercise of right 

conferred by the titles granted.

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, from the 

activity.

• EPO6: No substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which may 

adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social amenity, cultural 

values or human health.

Unexploded Ordnance

ConocoPhillips 13



Assessment:

• Atmospheric emissions are predicted to result in localised and 
temporary reduction in air quality, which will rapidly disperse given the 
open ocean environment and prevailing winds of the Otway Basin, as 
such the impact has been assessed as Minor. 

• GHGs produced by this activity in a year would represent approximately 
0.0085% of the annual Australian GHG emissions. While these emissions 
add to the GHG load in the atmosphere, they are small when compared 
to national emissions, insignificant on a global scale and are not 
predicted to have determinable impacts, as such the impact has been 
assessed as Minor. 

Control Measures:

• CM01: Marine Assurance Process

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM10: Well Testing Program

• CM11: Procurement Vetting Process

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO5: No substantial reduction of air quality within local airshed caused 
by atmospheric emissions produced during the activity.

• EPO7: No unplanned objects, emissions or discharges to sea or air.

• EPO8: No discernible change to the air quality of coastal communities.

Atmospheric Emissions

ConocoPhillips 14



Assessment:

• Drilling discharges are predicted to result in a temporary and localised 
impacts (within a few hundred metres to 2 km from the well) with 
discharges rapidly dispersing in the marine environment and 
anticipated to return to pre-impact state without long-term impacts to 
the physical environment, as such the impacts have been assessed as 
negligible to minor. 

Control Measures:

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM09: Drilling Program

• CM11: Procurement Vetting Process

• CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical Management Procedures

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, 
from the activity.

• EPO6: No substantial or unrecoverable change in seabed quality which 
may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social 

amenity, cultural values or human health.

• EPO7: No unplanned objects, emissions or discharges to sea or air.

• EPO10: No substantial or unrecoverable change in water quality which 
may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social 
amenity, cultural values or human health..

Planned Drilling Discharges

ConocoPhillips 15



Assessment:

• Operational discharges are anticipated to result in a temporary and 
localised impacts (within 500m of the source) with discharges rapidly 
dispersing in the marine environment and anticipated to return to pre-
impact state without long-term impacts to the physical environment, as 
such the impacts have been assessed as negligible to minor. 

Control Measures:

• CM01: Marine Assurance Process

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM11: Procurement Vetting Process

• CM12: General and Hazardous Chemical Management Procedures

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, 
from the activity.

• EPO7: No unplanned objects, emissions or discharges to sea or air.

• EPO10: No substantial or unrecoverable change in water quality which 
may adversely impact on biodiversity, ecological integrity, social 
amenity, cultural values or human health..

Planned Operational Discharges
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Light Emissions – impact to coastal communities
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Assessment:

• Light emissions from navigational lighting have the potential to result in 
a change in ambient light within 20km of the light source. Lighting on 
vessels and the MODU will be limited to only that which is required for 
navigational and safety purposes and as such the impacts for 
navigational lighting have been assessed as negligible to minor for all 
species. 

• Light emissions from flaring operations have the potential to result in a 
change in ambient light within 50km of the light source. Whilst an 
overlap of the flaring operations EMBA occurs with five species 
breeding BIA’s the impact from flaring will be  short-duration, 
intermittent and temporary (maximum of 120 hours per well) and as 
such have been assessed as negligible to minor except for the orange-
bellied parrot which is moderate. 

• Additional control measures have been considered to ensure higher-
order impacts are managed to ALARP and acceptable levels. 

Control Measures:

• CM01: Marine Assurance Process

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM07: Light Management Plan

• CM10: Well Testing Program

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO1: Undertake the activity in a manner that will not interfere with 
other marine and coastal users to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the exercise of right conferred by the titles granted.

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, 

from the activity.

• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours within a BIA or outside a BIA 

can continue while the activity is being undertaken.

Light Emissions

ConocoPhillips 18



Background:

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate non-impulsive (or 
continuous) underwater sound emissions as a result of vessel, MODU, drilling 
and aircraft operations. 

Assessment:

Jasco modelled a range of operational activities and identified the furthest 
distances for a range of effect thresholds for different species. 

Example – Low-frequency cetaceans:

- Permanent Threshold Shift (PTS) within 320 m of source assuming present 
for 24 hours during resupply – not possible.

- Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) within 3.6 km of source assuming present 
for 24 hours during resupply – not possible.

- Behavioural disturbance within 12.6 km on the continental shelf and 22.8 
km out from shelf-edge (when drilling near the edge) for short-term 
resupply activities.

Example – Fish and Invertebrates:

- Recoverable Injury within 80 m of source assuming present for 48 hours.

- Temporary Threshold Shift within 190 m assuming present for 12 hours.

- Sound exposure impacts to invertebrates (i.e. giant crab and southern 
rock lobster) are expected to be restricted to within metres of the 
continuous sound source.

Impacts are required to be managed to protect threatened whale 
species, reducing the consequence severity to minor through the 
implementation of effective monitoring and mitigation measures.

Control Measures:

• CM01: Marine Assurance Process

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, 
from the activity.

• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours within a BIA or outside a 

BIA can continue while the activity is being undertaken.

• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be 
managed such that:

• Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is 
not displaced from a foraging area.

• It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the 
area or cause injury (TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance.

Underwater Sound – Non-impulsive
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Impacts are required to be managed to protect threatened whale 
species, reducing the consequence severity to minor through the 
implementation of effective monitoring and mitigation measures.

Control Measures:

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM08: Marine Mammal Adaptive Management Plan

• CM10: Drilling Program

• CM11: Procurement Vetting Process

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory 
species, from the activity.

• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours within a BIA or 

outside a BIA can continue while the activity is being 
undertaken.

• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas 

will be managed such that:

• Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, 
and is not displaced from a foraging area.

• It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising 
the area or cause injury (TTS and PTS) and/or disturbance.

Underwater Sound – Impulsive
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Background:

The Otway Exploration Drilling Program will generate impulsive underwater sound 
emissions during seabed surveys and during short-term downhole formation 
evaluation. 

Assessment:

Jasco modelled the noisiest geophysical seabed survey technique, being sub-bottom 
profiling at 169 decibels, and the noisiest downhole formation evaluation technique, 
being Vertical Seismic Profiling at 216 decibels (not to be confused with 3D Marine 
Seismic Surveys) and identified the furthest distances effect thresholds. 

Example – Low-frequency cetaceans:

- PTS within 330 m of VSP source assuming present for 24 hours during VSP – not 
possible.

- TTS within 2.4 km of VSP source assuming fauna is present for 24 hours during VSP 
– not possible.

- Behavioural disturbance within 1.5 km of VSP source (for 160 dB criteria).

- Behavioural disturbance within 130 m of SBP source and 6.5 km of VSP source (for 
more conservative 140 dB criteria for southern right whale cow-calf pairs).

Example – Fish, Fish Eggs, Larvae and Invertebrates:

- Mortality/potential mortality/recoverable Injury within 50 m of VSP source.

- TTS within 450 m of VSP source assuming present for 24 hours.

- ‘No effect at seafloor’ threshold for invertebrates reached within 170 m during VSP – 
no other criteria were reached for invertebrates.



Assessment: 

Underwater sound emissions associated with vessels, the drilling rig and seabed survey and 
drilling operations will occur in the offshore marine environment and overlap Sea Country for the 
duration of the activity. 

• A change in ambient sound has the potential to result in impacts to receptors, including 
changes in behaviour, injury or mortality.

• Underwater sound emissions must be managed so they do not impact on the recovery of 
pygmy blue whales and southern right whales as per the federal Conservation Management 
Plans for these species. This means that injury to or behavioural disturbance of these species 
is ‘not acceptable’.

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO3: No death or injury to listed threatened or migratory species, from the activity.

• EPO4: Biologically important behaviours within a BIA or outside a BIA can continue while the 
activity is being undertaken.

• EPO9: Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such that:

• Any blue whale continues to utilise the area without injury, and is not displaced from a 
foraging area.

• It does not prevent any southern right whale from utilising the area or cause injury (TTS 
and PTS) and/or disturbance.

Underwater sound and marine mammals
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Assessment:

• The presence of the activity has the potential to interfere with other 
marine users such as commercial shipping, defence activities and 
recreation and tourism resulting in temporary displacement raging from 
a 500 m to 2 km radius around the activity and potential visibility of the 
MODU in certain locations. Interference will be short-term and fully 
recoverable and as such has been assessed as minor.

Control Measures:

• CM01: Marine Assurance Process

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan

• CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol

• CM06: MODU Mooring Plan

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO1: Undertake the activity in a manner that will not interfere with 
other marine and coastal users to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the exercise of right conferred by the titles granted.

• EP02: Commercial marine operators are not economically 

disadvantaged as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.

Other Marine and Coastal Users
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Assessment:

• The presence of the activity has the potential to interfere with the 
operation of commonwealth and state fishers and result in temporary 
displacement raging from a 500 m to 2 km radius around the activity. 
Interference will be short-term and recoverable with vessel advised in 
advance of locations to enable journey planning to navigate around the 
activity and as such the impacts to commercial fishing have been 
assessed as minor. 

Control Measures:

• CM01: Marine Assurance Process

• CM02: Vessel and MODU Operating Procedures

• CM03: Marine and Coastal Users Consultation and Communication Plan

• CM04: Commercial Marine Operators Adjustment Protocol

• CM06: MODU Mooring Plan

Environmental Performance Outcomes:

• EPO1: Undertake the activity in a manner that will not interfere with 
other marine and coastal users to a greater extent than is necessary for 
the exercise of right conferred by the titles granted.

• EP02: Commercial marine operators are not economically 

disadvantaged as a result of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.

Commercial Fishing
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Risks associated with activity

In the highly unlikely event of a Marine Diesel Oil spill or Loss of 
Well Control (both events assessed as ‘Remote’), there is 
potential for hydrocarbons to move into coastal waters and 
shorelines.

Control Measures:

• Accepted Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP)

• Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program

• Accepted Well Operations Management Plan

• Source Control Emergency Plan

• Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan or Shipboard 
Oil Pollution Emergency Plan.

In addition to the above plans, the following control measures 
will also be in place for the activity.

• Petroleum safety zone (500m radius) surrounding the drilling 
rig during the drilling activity.

• Cautionary zone (2km radius) around the drilling activity to 
minimise the potential for vessel collisions.

• Notifications provided for any on-water activities and 
ongoing communication with other marine users.

Potential Risks of Activity – Unplanned Hydrocarbon Release



Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 
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Demonstrates the capability to respond to spills that may result from offshore activities: 

• Worst-case spill scenarios – hydrocarbon-types, modelling and actionable areas

• Crisis Management and Emergency Response Framework/System

• Roles and Responsibilities

• Initial Response Actions and Notifications

• Response and Protection Priorities

• Response Strategies and Resources

• Environmental Performance Outcomes, Environmental Performance Standards and 
Measurement Criteria

• Operational and Scientific Monitoring Program

• Preparedness, Exercises, Training and Competency

• Record Keeping

• Appendices:

― Aviation Plan

― Shoreline Plan

― Tactical Response Plans

 

REMINDER: The OPEP is developed in consultation with State Control Agencies



Understanding where hydrocarbons might go under 

different conditions (Stochastic Modelling)

• Used in the risk assessment to support the prediction of 
possible effects and supports preparedness by identifying 
a planning area, within which environmental values and 
sensitivities are identified and priorities for protection are 
established.

• Shows the full range of locations that could be affected 
depending on metocean conditions – in no way 
representative of an individual spill.

• Each type of hydrocarbon is assessed over low, 
moderation and high thresholds which have increasing 
impacts to the receiving environment.
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Defining credible spill scenarios (Deterministic Modelling)

The potential worst-case hydrocarbon spill scenarios relating to offshore petroleum activities are outlined below: 

For seabed surveys, drilling rig and support vessel operations:

• A vessel collision within the operational area resulting in a 350 m3 surface release of MDO over 6 hours was identified as the worst-case credible 
spill scenario based on the AMSA Technical guidelines for preparing contingency plans for marine and coastal facilities (AMSA 2015). Calculation of 
discharge volume and timing align with the methodology recommended therein. 

For drilling operations: 

• Worst-case discharge calculations completed in line with the ConocoPhillips Corporate Practice (Calculation and Documentation of WCD, 2018) for 
a hypothetical open hole, unrestricted Loss of Well Control (LOWC) scenario during exploration drilling. The WCD highest daily flow rate of 
hydrocarbons resulted in a predicted total spill volume of 139,400 m3 over a 90-day duration.
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Modelling: Largest Volume of Hydrocarbons Ashore
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Describes ConocoPhillips Australia’s Health, Safety and Environmental 
Managemental System (HSEMS), including specific measures that will be 
used to ensure that, for the duration of the activity:

• The environmental impacts and risks of the activity continue to be 
identified and reduced to a level that is as low as reasonably practicable 
(ALARP), and

• Control measures detailed in the EP are effective in reducing the 
environmental impacts and risks of the activity to ALARP and an 
acceptable level, and

• Environmental performance outcomes and standards set out in the EP 
are being met.

Establishes a clear chain of command, setting out the roles and 
responsibilities of personnel in relation to the implementation, management 
and review of the EP, including during emergencies or potential 
emergencies. 

Provides measures to ensure each employee or contractor working on, or 
in connection with, the activity is aware of their responsibilities in relation to 
the EP, including during emergencies or potential emergencies, and has the 
appropriate competencies and training. 

Provides for monitoring, recording, audit, management of nonconformance 
and review of environmental performance and the implementation strategy 
to ensure that the environmental performance outcomes and standards in 
the EP are being met. 

Provides for monitoring of, and maintaining a quantitative record of, 
emissions and discharges (during normal operations or otherwise), to 
assess whether the environmental performance outcomes and standards in 
the EP are being met. 

Provides for an oil pollution emergency plan and updating and testing of 
the plan consistent with the national system for oil pollution preparedness 
and response. 

Provides for monitoring and recording of impacts to the environment from 
oil pollution and response activities. 

Provides for appropriate consultation with relevant authorities of the 
Commonwealth and State, and other relevant persons or organisations. 

Among may other things…

- Notifications, Communications, Ongoing Consultation

- Management of Change

- Reporting, Auditing and Inspections…

Implementation Strategy
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Next Steps: Consultation Pause

• Consultation will pause on 30 September – this is to allow ConocoPhillips time to finalise compiling the Environment Plan prior to submitting it to the 
regulator for a 30-day Public Comment period.

• During this time, we will:

• Assess and respond to the feedback, objections and claims received from relevant persons 

• Update the Environment Plan to reflect feedback, objections and claims received.

• After the EP has been submitted for Public Comment, consultation will resume and be ongoing.

• The next you will hear from us will be:

• ConocoPhillips Australia formally responding to your feedback, objections and claims you may have raised.

• Notification that that EP is available on the NOPSEMA website for public comment. 
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Recording Notice

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content) and photographs may be taken. The 

recording and any photographs may be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of 

its stakeholder engagement/consultation and associated purposes. By attending this session, you 

consent to this. 

ConocoPhillips Australia collects and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy 

policy, available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-australia/. 
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6/19/2024

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples as the First Nations Peoples and 

Traditional Custodians of this land, and we pay 

our respects to Elders past and present. We 
celebrate the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples’ long histories, rich cultures 

and connection to the land, water and air. 



Tonight’s Webinar

ConocoPhillips 4

Project overview and update

Recap of consultation process and consultation milestones to-date.

Overview on consultation moving forward.

Q&A (Please note, this will be limited to procedural questions only).



Otway Exploration Drilling Program

5

Areas:
• VIC/P79 and T/49P

Existing permit commitments:
• T/49P commitment of one exploration well.
• VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well.

Proposed activities assessed in Environment Plan
Seabed Hazard Surveys:

• ~6x6 km per site area at up to 9 locations
• Vessel operations 
• Geophysical survey
• Geotechnical sampling
• Imagery

Exploration Drilling:

• Minimum of 2 wells and up to 4 optional wells
• Mobile offshore drilling unit operations
• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft
• Anchor placement/removal
• Evaluation and testing (flaring)
• Plug and Abandon all wells

 
Environment Plan and associated impact and risk 
assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5yrs.



Recap of consultation process 
to-date



Consultation Milestones to-date
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Next Steps: Consultation
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NOPSEMA are currently ensuring our 
submission is complete. 

If it is, the full Environment Plan (EP) 
will be made available for public 

comment on NOPSEMA’s website. 

Comments on the EP need to be 
submitted to NOPSEMA within 30 

days.

NOPSEMA will provide a copy of the 
comments to ConocoPhillips 

Australia. 

ConocoPhillips Australia will consider 
each public comment and may 

modify the EP.

As part of a resubmission after public 
comment, ConocoPhillips Australia 
will:

•Respond in general terms to the comments.

•Indicate whether any modifications of the EP 

were made in response to public comments.

•Refer to any modifications made in response to 

the comments.



Webinar – 21 March 2024

Otway Exploration Drilling 

Program



ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges 

the Jagera and Turrbal peoples as the 

First Nations Peoples and Traditional 

Custodians of Meanjin (Brisbane), 

and we pay our respects to Elders past 

and present. 

We celebrate the long histories and rich 

cultures of all First Nations Peoples 

and their connection to the land, water 

and air.



Recording Notice

This webinar will be recorded (video, audio and content) and photographs may be taken. The 

recording and any photographs may be used and distributed by ConocoPhillips Australia as part of 

its stakeholder engagement/ongoing communication and associated purposes. By attending this 

session, you consent to this. 

ConocoPhillips Australia collects and deals with personal information in accordance with our privacy 

policy, available at https://www.conocophillips.com.au/privacy-policy/legal-privacy-australia/. 
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How to ask questions

ConocoPhillips 4



Today's Webinar

ConocoPhillips 5

Overview of public comment period and what we heard

How public comments were taken into account

Next steps

Questions



Existing permit commitments:

T/49P commitment of one exploration well.
VIC/P79 commitment of one exploration well.

Proposed activities assessed in Environment Plan

Seabed Hazard Surveys:

• ~6x6 km per site area at up to 9 locations

• Vessel operations 

• Geophysical survey

• Geotechnical sampling

• Imagery

Exploration Drilling:

• Minimum of 2 wells and up to 4 optional wells

• Mobile offshore drilling unit operations

• Support vessels, remote operated vehicle, aircraft

• Anchor placement/removal

• Evaluation and testing (flaring)

• Plug and Abandon all wells

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

ConocoPhillips 6

Environment Plan and associated impact and risk assessment based on maximum of 6 wells over 5years



• A 30-day public comment period is a legislated 
requirement.

• The ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan was available for 
formal public comment for 33 days (16 Nov – 18 Dec 
2023)

• The public comment period provided an opportunity 
for community members to review the EP and 
technical supporting reports and have their say on 
environmental management and other aspects of the 
proposed activity. 

• By the the time public comment concluded, the EP 
had been available for review for a total of 110 days.

What we heard

ConocoPhillips 7

The public comments provided important information and insight for the Environment Plan (EP). 



Key feedback themes

The public comments were initially grouped into key feedback themes to ensure we responded in general terms to 
all claims raised. 

ConocoPhillips 8



Confusion on Activity

ConocoPhillips 9

Many of the public comments we received indicated that there was confusion about the proposed Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program. 



The public comment period provided an opportunity for community 
members to review the EP and technical supporting reports and have 
their say on environmental management and other aspects of the 
proposed activity. 

How public comment was 

taken into account



How the EP changed based on what we heard

ConocoPhillips 11



Enhancing environmental performance through consultation

ConocoPhillips 12



Next Steps

ConocoPhillips 13

ConocoPhillips Australia has prepared a report responding to the public 

comments received, updated the Environment Plan and resubmitted it 

to NOPSEMA for assessment. 

NOPSEMA has published the Titleholder’s Report on Public 

Comment along with the resubmitted Environment Plan on its 

website and commenced their assessment.

ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to communicate with relevant 

persons, organisations, and authorities and provide updates of any 

changes or new information as it becomes available.



Q&A

ConocoPhillips 14

DROP YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW WE RESPONDED TO 

PUBLIC COMMENT INTO Q&A TO HAVE THEM ANSWERED.



End



Webinar 1: 23052023 Feedback (Event 1329) 

• Could you please expand on preparations for oil spill emergencies and thank you 
for the briefing? 

• What sort of Remedy or solution do you have in mind for the for addressing the 
impact? 

• Just want to clarify did I hear correctly Matt that there won't be any seismic 
testing associated with the Conoco Phillips Australia Otway exploration drilling 
campaign? 

• Will the risk assessments be published well before submission and made 
available?  

 

 

Webinar 2: 26072023 Feedback (Event 2844) 

• Isn't the southern right whale and endangered and protected species and isn't 
your survey and Mining proposal a risk to the southern right whale? 

• Isn't it illegal under Tasmanian Environmental Protection laws to interfere with 
the migration of the Southern right whale?  

• is the impact on marine life from the warming ocean due to the  
burning of the extracted gas? 

• You’re exploring for gas, that when burnt will contribute to heating the oceans. It 
needs to be in your risk assessment. 

• what does manage around mean (in relation to Marine Mammals)? 
• if Marine fauna come within 300 meters you don't stop Drilling? 
• Can you share the results from the seismic survey? Does it seem like there is a 

significant resource of gas in the Flanegan Basin? 
• Previous studies around gas exploration of this kind show it causes increased 

mortality of shellfish depleting Stocks by around 40 in Tasmania, what is 
being done to mitigate impacts on local industry and Fisheries? 

• Prevention altogether is better than compensation, how are you caring for the 
interests of the families of those in the fishing for crayfish on King Island?  

• Research has been done about the long-term effects on the life cycle of the 
Tasmanian Rock Lobster and other fishing stocks.  

• What effect would a potential oil spill from your activities have on the Tasmanian 
rock lobster? 

• If there was an oil spill it would take years for the environment to recover? 
• What measurements have been done re-strength of sea currents and likelihood 

of wash up on the shore of King Island of pollutants? 
• How do you plan to monitor changes to the local ecosystem over the course of 

the project? What is the experimental design for monitoring these impacts? 
• How secure is it putting rigs in a marine environment where 30% of the time there 

are swells in excess of three meters? 
• What is the likelihood of pollutants reaching Coastal Waters and the shore of 

King Island in the event of a major blowout with elevated levels of hydrocarbons 
along the along the Keen Island Coast?  



• Part of this area is in the Commonwealth Marine area isn't that protected under 
Australian environmental law?  

• What effects will planned discharges have on the kelp forest therefore on the 
kelp harvesting industry on King Island? 

• Is T49p a biologically important area? 
• Has NOPSEMA issued a guidance note regarding this? How does this apply in the 

case of T49p? 
• Have NOPSEMA withdrawn permission for other similar projects because of 

cultural concerns, or because of the climate change risks your activities pose? 
• What studies have been done on the whale migration zones that exist between 

Victoria and King Island? Orca, Southern rights and humpbacks have high traffic 
volumes up the coast to Queensland along this route being close to a whale 
breeding area. What will the effect of this project be on them especially as calves 
will come back to the location to give birth where they were born?  

• If it is biologically important area how is permission given by NOPSEMA for your 
activity? 

• Is this project is under legal Challenge from the environmental defenders office? 
• Assessment of visual amenity? 
• Overview on what flaring is? How is it safe? 
• What recent research has been done? 
• How will you see whales? They are hard to spot especially Southern Right. 
• How does this project align with the federal Government net zero emissions by 

2050 commitment? 
• What regulations cover the ability for equipment to be left in the seabed?  
• What's the outcome of the consultation process if there is no social license in 

coastal communities?  
• How will having rigs close to King Island affect the tourism industry of the island 

its heritage and history? 
• What was the feedback on King Island around these issues on your last visit? 
• How does this affect King Island’s green and clean reputation? How do you 

assess this? 
• How many years will the project continue? 
• It seems like there is a genuine effort to reduce impact on communities but really 

the impact of having the drilling at all is not wanted by local communities, big 
powerful companies have more power than local communities and people are 
fatigued by constant consultations. 

• How can local communities stand up to companies like Conoco Phillips with any 
success?  

• Tasmania is in the enviable position in Australia as achieving net zero GHG 
emissions since 2014, so Tasmanians' clearly do not want or need further GHG 
mining.  

• How do seabed surveys affect marine life? 
• How are you thinking about people without computer access for your 

consultation? 
• What does the research in other parts of the world show about the negative 

impacts to marine life and fishing stocks from oil and gas mining in the ocean? 



• Details around independent studies and analysis on the projections for gas 
requirements into the future?  

• How do the whales know about your effect level thresholds? 
• Given the investment in infrastructure aren’t you expecting to find significant 

commercial amounts of gas? 
• What defines acceptable level of risk? 
• King Island has not ever had a rig 24 kilometres offshore before. What if the entire 

community does not want this? 
• Where will the gas be used? Tasmania? 
• How have your consultation procedures changed since the Barossa decision? 
• Is it possible to challenge this activity through the environmental 

defenders office? Have others successfully done this?  
• Tasmania’s waters are some of the fastest warming in the world currently. We 

had record breaking temperatures across the world last week. Doesn’t this 
matter to you r company? 

• There doesn't seem to be a lot of transparency about the method of testing used 
to detect gas or the impacts of Downstream gas production on the environment. 

 
Webinar 3: 20092023 Feedback (Event 3481) 

Recording and transcript failed due to technical issues. 

Webinar 4: 15112023 Feedback (Event 4832) 

Questions were limited to ones related to Public Comment. 

• How will people find out that the EP is available for public comment? 
• Has the EP been updated with the current public comments (from consultation)?  
• Will there be expert responses if the public is concerned about the science? 

Webinar 5: 21032024 Feedback (Event 5239) 

• If the drilling program does not involve vertical seismic please discuss  
what mapping strategy is used for drill sites. 

• Follow up question around the decibel level and range of vertical seismic 
profiling. 

• When do we anticipate we will have identified drilling sites?  
• Can you please explain how you’ve determined that the risk of loss of well 

control is extremely small given NOPSEMA has pointed to a number of 
occurrences in the last decade? 

• Does NOPSEMA require drill sites to be identified before accepting the EP  
• Presumably the potential Well locations will have been will be selected 

on seismic data recorded previously is this correct? 
• How can the public be assured that your mitigation measures are as low 

as reasonably practicable?  
• Well blowouts are not rare, eight have been recorded from 2014 to 2021. 
• how have you  



• How have you responded to feedback that cleanup rigs should be available 
locally in the event of a spill?  
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Terms and Conditions

Home Page

Proposed Activity Overview

Latest Information: 
Consultation Pause

Changes mat to the proposed 
activity

Revised Operational Areas Map, 
including additional map with 

Lat/Long coordinates

EP Developmen and 
Consultation Timeline

REGISTER: Webinars

REGISTER: Join Mailing List

REGISTER: Consultation Survey

[HISTORIC] Provide Instant 
Feedback

Interactive Map

Map overview

How to Use Map

REGISTER: Consultation Survey

VIEW: Activity on Map

VIEW: Map Layers

INTERACT: Contribute to Map

Make Comment

Share Information about a 
location

Share a photo of something you 
value

Resource Library

Information Sheets

Impact and Risk Assessments

Documents

Video: ConocoPhillips Australia 
Drilling Overview

Webinar and Information 
Session Recordings

EP Chapters

Q&A

What we’ve heard



 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































15 April 23 – 20 April 23 – Seeking Relevant Persons – Facebook Carousel Advert 

People Reached: 4487  Post Engagement: 226  Link clicks: 108 

Geotargeted Locations: Apollo Bay, Geelong, Peterborough, Port Campbell, Portland,  

Warrnambool Victoria  

Link in post: Home Page | Social Pinpoint (mysocialpinpoint.com.au)  

  

  

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/Otway-exploration-drilling-program?fbclid=IwAR00U1P7egwSwEcPXHTJIo_tkFeByoICMHbjUBeBs0KxtfOQYDD5S1LYSlo_aem_AWBkCShR21uVwXO8j9DFLexlcPYcHvTD39PxOpCnSyaptoreP6xCRCXaAf24snUvCCQ&mibextid=Zxz2cZ


20 May 23 – 3 June 23: Interactive Map – Facebook Advert 

People Reached: 7,052  Post Engagement: 877  Link clicks: 277 

Geotargeted Locations: Cape Jaffa, Warrnambool, Cape Otway, Currie, Melbourne, Launceston, 

Hobart, Lakes Entrance, Jervis Bay  

Link in post: Otway Exploration Drilling Program | Social Pinpoint (mysocialpinpoint.com.au) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program/otway-exploration-drilling-program-map#/


23 May 23 – 1 June 23: Information Sessions – Facebook Carousel Advert 

People Reached: 3255  Post Engagement: 195  Link clicks: 71 

Geotargeted Locations: Port Fairy, Portland, Warrnambool Victoria 

Link in post: Home Page | Social Pinpoint (mysocialpinpoint.com.au)  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/Otway-exploration-drilling-program?fbclid=IwAR00U1P7egwSwEcPXHTJIo_tkFeByoICMHbjUBeBs0KxtfOQYDD5S1LYSlo_aem_AWBkCShR21uVwXO8j9DFLexlcPYcHvTD39PxOpCnSyaptoreP6xCRCXaAf24snUvCCQ&mibextid=Zxz2cZ


4 July 23 – 14 July 23: Information Sessions – Facebook Carousel Advert 

People Reached: 689  Post Engagement: 142  Link clicks: 46 

Geotargeted Locations: King Island, Tasmania 

Link in post: Home Page | Social Pinpoint (mysocialpinpoint.com.au) 

 

 

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/Otway-exploration-drilling-program


15 Sept 23 – 30 Sept 23: Draft EP Chapters/Public Comment – Facebook & LinkedIn Advert 

Facebook 

People Reached: 15,781 Post Engagement: 1,972 Link clicks: 608 

Geotargeted Locations: By State – NSW, SA, VIC, TAS 

Link in post: Home Page | Social Pinpoint (mysocialpinpoint.com.au) 

  

LinkedIn: 

 

https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/Otway-exploration-drilling-program
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E-waste collection

Works on South Road

Sweet win for beekeepers
King Island Pure Manuka owner 
Rob Skellet with some of the 
company’s hives.

I AM collecting e-waste to 
take off island in my car, for 
recycling at Officeworks. 
The types of things I will 
take are electronic products, 
computers, and computer 
related, mobile phones, 
batteries, and printers that 

are no longer wanted or 
working. 

I’ve already collected 
close to 100 kilos of toxic 
junk that won’t end up in 
King Island landfill, so let’s 
keep up the good work.

Cut off date is the end of 

February,  so message me 
on Facebook to arrange col-
lection or you can drop your 
ewaste at the Currie op-shop 
(unless it’s huge) and I’ll do 
regular pick ups from there.

– TRACEY COLLYER

NEW Zealand’s long running cam-
paign to trademark and claim own-
ership of the name “Manuka honey” 
has hit a brick wall as they withdraw 
their appeal on earlier rulings in the 
UK and European union.

It is a major win for Tasmanian and 
King Island manuka honey producers.

Federal Liberal Member for Brad-
don, Gavin Pearce said that for five 
years, the Australian Manuka Honey 
Association has been battling New 
Zealand and their attempts to trade-
mark the term “Manuka” as exclu-
sively their own.

“For years, I’ve been supporting 
our local manuka honey industry to 
shut down this ridiculous and greedy 
legal battle.

“Manuka honey originates from 
bees that collect the nectar from the 
Leptospermum genus.  Australia is 
home to 85 of the 87 known Lepto-
spermum species worldwide and we 
have produced manuka honey since 
European honeybees were introduced 
in the 1820s.”

“This was simply a greedy attempt 
by New Zealand to monopolise the 
term ‘Manuka’ honey for their own 
commercial gain. 

“Quite rightly, it’s failed.
“Thank you to all of Tassie’s 

manuka honey producers for the heavy 
lifting you’ve done to shut down this 
absurd legal claim,” Mr Pearce said.

By the 1920s and 30s King Island 
exported honey to Melbourne mar-
kets weekly. 

The ability to produce a high grade 
monofloral manuka honey puts the 
brand King Island Pure Manuka in 

a unique and advantageous position. 
King Island Pure Manuka owner 

Rob Skellet says the benefit that King 
Island has over much of the manuka 
forests in New Zealand, is that there 
are no floral alternatives available to 
bees on King Island. 

“The manuka is the only floral 
source available to the bee colonies, 
and as such they have no choice but 
to harvest the nectar from the manuka 
tree when it is in flower from late 

October through to early January. 
“This ensures that King Island 

manuka honey is a pure monofloral 
manuka honey, that is not tainted by 
other floral sources.”

The literature says that manuka 
honey contains methylgloxal, and it 
is an antibacterial ingredient capable 
of stimulating collagen, has healing 
capabilities, and works like an anti-
biotic and much more. 

It is clear from New Zealand’s 

long drawn out battle to trademark 
and claim ownership of the name 
“Manuka honey” it is big business.

The market value of this sticky 
special golden liquid is $500 a 
kilo. A 230gm jar of New Zeaiand 
‘rare harvest’ honey sells for more 
than $3,700 a jar at Harrods in Lon-
don and the demand for manuka honey 
surged during the pandemic as the 
world searched for elixirs. 

A January 27 report published by  

Allied Market Research “Manuka 
Honey Market by Type”  said the 
global manuka honey industry size 
was valued at $455.4 million in 2021, 
and is projected to reach $776.4 mil-
lion by 2031.

Then there is additional value in 
sprays, syrups, eczema and cosmetic 
creams, soothers and healers, loz-
enges – ‘with added manuka honey.’ 
Research may yet reveal more appli-
cations and usage.

Mr Skellet, graduated in Agricul-
tural Science then entered the finance 
sector. 

In 2012 he established King Island 
Pure Manuka, in Nugara, with hives 
and extraction facility. 

In January 2020, the first manuka 
honey was harvested and sent to the 
University of Sunshine Coast, the pre-
eminent body for honey and nectar 
testing in Australia. 

Drawing on these results, the com-
pany is accelerating their business 
plan.

“It’s my intention to develop a verti-
cally integrated Manuka Honey oper-
ation,” he said.

With four leases covering 10,000ha 
of wild manuka forest, King Island 
Pure intends to start small and slowly 
build into a substantial manuka honey 
producer.”

THE King Island Council 
started works on the South 
Road Widening Project on 
Monday, February 6.

The council acknowledges 
and appreciates the concern 
expressed about the condition 
of the road by regular users 

and residents. This project has 
been impacted by supply dif-
ficulties, weather conditions, 
and staff availability.

Workers will be working on 
the west (UHT) side of the 
road at this stage. Using traf-
fic lights and zoning off one 

side of the road means a sin-
gle lane can be kept open for 
the duration of these works.

Our intention is to improve 
the condition of the road, 
while progressing towards 
having the road widening 
completed.

PHOENIX COMMUNITY HOUSE Inc
GENERAL MEETING
Date: 22nd February 2023

“Legs” - 3.45pm Meeting
All members and interested persons welcome.

Program Coordinators please bring reports.
Light Afternoon Tea provided - Drinks at own expense.

RSVP 6462 1746 or 0499 984 411

CMM29332OTW

Otway Exploration Drilling Program   

Consultation

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122 
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

This is a continuation of our exploration 
program in the offshore Otway Basin 
which aims to identify commercially 
viable natural gas reserves to help meet 
Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced 
preparation of an Environment Plan 
(EP) that will seek acceptance from the 
regulator for this exploration program. 
As part of EP development we will 
undertake consultation in line with a 
prescribed regulatory process.

If you would like more information 
or think you may be affected by the 
proposed activities, please use our 
QR code or contact us using the 
details below.

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities 
in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells.



4    PORTLAND OBSERVER  Friday February 10 2023 www.spec.com.au

MORE south-west Victorians will be able to access 
free TAFE courses after the State Government 
expanded eligibility for the program.
Potential students at the Portland campus of South West 

TAFE no longer have to meet speci¿c age� upsNilling or 
resNilling reTuirements� meaning most people are now 
eligible to study selected courses under Free TAFE. 
8nder the changes� more people can enrol in their ¿rst 

Free TAFE course regardless of their prior sNills and 
Tuali¿cations� and the once-in-a-lifetime limit for Free 
TAFE has been removed for occupations such as nursing� 
community services� building and construction and early 
childcare.
Students can now access free priority courses under the 

Free TAFE Pathways Program� a group of courses that 
complement each other and allow students to continue to 
train for their career.
South West TAFE is o൵ering more than �� Free TAFE 

courses in 2�2�� including community services� mental 
health� personal services� individual support� disability� 
nursing� accounting and booNNeeping� agriculture� 
building and construction� civil construction� information 
technology� and early childhood education and care.
Free TAFE covers tuition fees for priority courses. 
South West TAFE chief executive� MarN Fidge said Free 

TAFE reduces the ¿nancial barrier for students wanting 
to train in courses that lead to in-demand jobs.
“These changes maNe it easier for people to access a 

Free TAFE course�´ he said.
 “Being able to complete any other course within the 

same pathways program tuition fee-free through the Free 
TAFE Pathways program will be a big advantage for 
many people.´
“Expanding eligibility for Free TAFE means there are 

more opportunities for local people to access high-Tuality 
training that will lead to identi¿ed job opportunities�´ he 
said.
Mr Fidge said South West TAFE was closely connected 

and responsive to the employment and training needs of 
local industry.
The new opportunities arise as South West TAFE 

continues to record outstanding results in student� sta൵ 
and employer surveys.
According to government surveys released in late 2�22� 

South West TAFE is number one among Victoria’s 12 
TAFEs for student satisfaction with a ranNing of ��.� per 
cent� employer satisfaction with ��.� per cent� and for the 
number of students who would recommend South West 
TAFE as a registered training organisation at �� per cent.

CHALPAT SONTI

S+E’S been here� she’s won and she’s 
coming bacN to judge.
Robe artist -o -o SpooN will be the judge 

of this year’s Portland Art Show� to be 
hosted by the Rotary Club of Portland and 
held at the Civic +all from March �1 to 
April 2.
Entries for the show are open until 

February 2�� with successful artists noti¿ed 
on March 2.
Ms SpooN is no stranger to Portland� 

winning the People’s Choice Award at the 
2�21 Sculpture TRA,/S exhibition and 
returning last year to not only exhibit but 
host a beach rope basNet maNing worNshop.
Rope gathered from beaches was 

transformed into exotic colourful pieces by 
the 2� enthusiastic participants.
This time around Ms SpooN will also be 

hosting a jewellery maNing worNshop as 
part of Arts April� as well as entering more 
sculptures at the TRA,/S exhibition.
She has exhibited around Australia over 

the past 2� years. 

JO Jo Spook is the judge of this year’s Portland Art Show. Picture: SUPPLIED 

Free TAFE 
expands with 
changes to 
eligibility

Jo Jo’s back to judgeO
LB
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82
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 www.tyrendarraagriculturalshow.com.au
 Tyrendarra Agricultural Show

Contact Show Convenor 
Robyn Nunn on 0427 295 271

Tyrendarra – between Portland and 
Port Fairy on the Princes Highway

Experience all the fun of a 
traditional agricultural show

Saturday February 11th

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh105th 111111111111110000000000000055555555555555tttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhh
Tyrendarra ShowTTTTTTTTTTTTTyyyyyyyyyyyyyyrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaaaaaa SSSSSSSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhhhhhhoooooooooooooowwwwwwwwwwwwww

GLENELG SHIRE
COUNCIL NOTICES

www.glenelg.vic.gov.au www.facebook.com/glenelgshire
OLA135581

HAVE YOUR SAY - ELECTRIC 
VEHICLE CHARGING

Have your say on Council’s intention to lease two car 
parking spaces at Lee Breakwater Road carpark (behind the 
Maritime Discovery Centre) to Evie Networks Pty Ltd for the 
installation of a publicly accessible Electric Charging Unit. 
Submit your 
feedback online via 
the YourSay Glenelg 
website.
Alternatively, hard 
copy feedback 
submissions can 
also be dropped 

Customer Service 
Centres.
Feedback closes 
17 February 2023.

Portland Scrap Metal Recycling
Rear 5A Hill Court, Portland (Off Fitzgerald St follow arrow),

West Portland
Call Glen 0402 546 193

It’s A Steel

Clean up and get paid for your old steel!

Why Give Away Your Old 

Metal When We Will 

Pay You
For It?

Aluminium, steel and iron, brass
and copper, car bodies, etc

OKI23611823
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program   

Consultation

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

The proposed exploration program will consist 
of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six 
exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program 
in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify 
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help 
meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced 
preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) that 
will seek acceptance from the regulator for this 
exploration program. As part of EP development 
we will undertake consultation in line with a 
prescribed regulatory process.

If you would like more information or think you may 
be affected by the proposed activities, please use 
our QR code or contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au
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From left: a Vtmnts offering, Olivia Rodrigo, Margot Robbie, Katie Holmes, a Christian Dior design, Vtmnts for her, and, front centre, a Hermes bag

Dressing for recession, it’s all the fashion

Y2kmaximalism,jewellery,high-
maintenance hair, gone-in-a-
flash microtrends, logomania,
anddopaminedressing– it’sall
out.TikTokersarepredictingthat
we’removingawayfromluxury
and embracing dressing for a
recession.

“Recession-core” has entered
thelexiconafterbeingcoinedby
TikTok trend forecastersduring
theawardsseasonwhentheysaw
that celebrities en masse were
ditchingjewellery.

On the red carpet, Margot
Robbie, Daisy Edgar Jones and
Ana De Armas all opted for
exposed decollateges where
statementnecklacesoughttobe.
Thedressesgotmoreaustere,and
the beauty was pared-down.

Opulencegavewaytoasombre
correctness.

AinsleyCootes,a20-year-old
brandmanagerfromMelbourne
and an amateur TikTok trend
forecasterat@melbgirlambassa-
dor,says“recessiondressingisa
response to having less money
circulating”.

It’s not that theA-listers are
feelingthepinch,shesays,rather,
they’rereadingtheroom.

“People who have more
moneydon’twanttoflexashard,”
Cootessays.

We’veseen ithappenbefore.
In the early-noughties blinged-
out, bedazzled and logo-tastic
stylereignedsupreme.Thenthe
Great Recession hit (the global
financial crisis), and while the
wealthier shoppers still bought
luxury, they moved away from
obvious logos and status-signal-
lingpiecesandontounder-the-
radardesign.

Take The Evelyn Bag from
French luxury house Hermes,
whichfeaturesacanvasstrapand

subtle perforated “H” logo. The
understatedpiecewasoriginally
designedtoholdhorse-grooming
equipment and was carried
exclusively in thebrand’s riding
department until its popularity

surged during the recession,
andthatdemandmovedittothe
main floor. “The aesthetics of
consumerproductsarelinkedto
the economy they were created
during,” says Cootes. “They are
designedtospeaktopeople’srela-
tionshipwithmoney.”

Simplyput,whentheeconomy

isinthegutter,it’snafftoflaunt
wealth.

DelaneyBryant,anotherTik-
Toktrendforecaster,predictsthat
celebritiesadoptingthislow-key
stylewilltrickledowntoconsum-
ers.“Everythinginfashioniscon-
nected to everything,” she says,
citing the famous cerulean blue
explainer scene from The Devil
WearsPrada.
The autumn 2023 menswear
shows in Paris and Milan were
remarkably minimalist. Full of
spare,understatedlooks,“reduc-
tionist”tailoring,utilitarianbags,
and muted colours like black,
grey, nude and oatmeal. Gucci,
with Alessandro Michele no
longeratthehelm,presentedits
quietestcollectioninyears.

Vtmnts offered “a collection
that reflects the current times”,
withclean-cut statementpieces,
both genderless and trendless.
Thepressreleaseforthecollec-
tion, hash-tagged #FightTheIn-
flation,promised“sustainability”
and“fairprices”.

Cootes suggests people will
adopt simpler, more functional
clothing. “If you fill your ward-
robewithreallyplainclothes,you
canjustwearthemalotmore.”
Ashley Vallis, director and
designer of Yamba-based label
SummiSummi,saysthere’sgrow-
ingdemandformonochromatic,
simplepieces. “With the costof
livingontherise,peoplearelook-
ingforpieceswithlongevitythat
bring more versatility to their
wardrobe,”shesays.

With the Great Recession,
“recessionroots”andtheembrace
ofombrehairreplacedthehem-
linetheoryasaharbingerofour
economicwoes.

This time, Edwards and Co
founder and colourist Jaye
Edwardssaysthatwiththecostof
livingontherise,moreclientsare
opting for low maintenance,
future-proofcoloursandcuts.

“Clients are after something
that will stand the test of time,
increasethelongevityofeachcol-
ourservice,”hesays.

a-listers have read 
the room and they’re 
toning it down

GeOrDIe Gray

‘Theaestheticsof
consumerproducts
arelinkedtothe
economythey
werecreated
during’

AINSLEY COOTES
brand Manager

new proficiency ratings

Ministers  
toughen 
NAPLAN 
standards  
Higher pass marks for reading,
writingandmathstestsinschools
will be set this year after edu-
cationministersvetoedplansfor
politicallycorrectreportcards.

Strongerminimumstandards
fortheNationalAssessmentPro-
gram – Literacy and Numeracy
were ordered by federal Edu-
cationMinisterJasonClareand
his state and territory counter-
partsonFriday.

“We are creating strong and
appropriate standards that are
higher than the current mini-
mum standards, following con-
sultation with families and
teachers,’’MrClaresaid.

Ministersagreedthenewpro-
ficiencylevels–tobedrawnupby
apanelofexpertteachersbefore
reportsareissuedinJuly–willbe
setata“challengingbutreason-
able standard of literacy and
numeracyexpectedforthechild
atthetimeoftesting’’.

Theyshotdownacontrover-
sial proposal by the Australian
Curriculum,AssessmentandRe-
portingAuthoritytodescribefail-
ingstudentsas“developing’’the
so-called three Rs of reading,
writingandarithmetic.

ACARA had wanted to de-
scribe student achievement as
“developing, approaching pro-
ficient, proficientorhighlypro-
ficient’’, as revealed in The
AustralianonFriday.

Butministersvotedinsteadto
describe the lowest-performing
students as “Needs Additional
support’’,withbelow-averagestu-
dents “Developing’’ their skills,
those who meet the standards
rated “Strong’’ and the topper-
formers“Exceeding’’.

“Thesenewstandardswillgive
teachersandparentsbetterinfor-
mationaboutwhatastudentcan
do,’’theministersstated.

“Theywillsimplifyreporting,
replacing the current 10 NA-
PLANbandsandnationalmini-
mumstandard,allowingparents
and carers to know at a glance
whethertheirchildiswherethey
needtobeinliteracyandnumer-

acy,whichareskillsthatunderpin
allotherlearning.

“These updates to NAPLAN
meanthatstudentswhoneedit
cangetmoretargetedsupport.’’

NAPLAN,whichforthepast
14 years has been conducted in
Maywithpen-and-papertesting
ofeverystudentinyears3,5,7and
9,willbroughtforwardtoMarch
thisyear.Andforthefirsttime,all
tests will be online and inter-
active,soquestionsareadjusted
toeachchild’sability.

Butthenewsystemmeansstu-
dentperformancethisyear–the
first without major disruptions
fromCovidandnaturaldisasters
–cannotbedirectlycomparedto
pastyearsofNAPLANresults.

Education ministers agreed
that individual states and terri-
toriescanaskACARAtofinda
wayofcomparingresults.

Literacy specialist Jennifer
Buckinghamwarnedthechanges
would“createanewYearZerofor
NAPLAN, making it difficult if
notimpossibletotrackchangesin
system and school performance
overtime,andassesstheimpact
ofchangestopolicyandpractice’’.

“Thedescriptionofthelowest
groupasNeedsAdditionalSup-
porthassomemerit,butthereisa
bigqualitative leapbetweenthe
nexttwocategoriesofDevelop-
ingandStrong,’’shesaid.

“It isdifficult toseehowthe
changesaddclarityandprecision
tothereporting.’’

ACARAchiefDaviddeCarva-
lhosaidtheStrongandExceed-
ing categories would mean
students’ “literacy or numeracy
skillsarewheretheyshouldbe’’.

“If your child has not yet
achieved proficiency, then they
willeitherbeintheDeveloping
CategoryortheNeedsAdditional
Supportcategory,’’hesaid.

MrdeCarvalhosaidthenew
standardswouldbeset“usingthe
professional judgmentofpanels
ofexpertteachers’’.

CentreforIndependentStud-
ies education program director
GlennFaheyarguedthedescrip-
tions were too vague, and the
gradings should be “well below
proficient,belowproficient,pro-
ficientandwellaboveproficient’’.

NaTaSHa BITa
education editor

TheUniversityofMelbournehas
been accused of underpaying
casualstaffandmakingfalseor
misleadingrecordsoveraperiod
ofalmostthreeyears.

TheFairWorkOmbudsman
announcedonFridaythatithad
launched Federal Court action
againsttheuniversity,allegingit
failedtopay14casualacademics
forallhoursofmarkingworkat
thehourly rates requiredunder
itsenterpriseagreements.

According to the FWO, the
FacultyofArtsstaffattheuniver-
sity’sParkvillecampuswerepaid
basedon“benchmarks”, leading
tothembeingcollectivelyunder-
paid$154,424.

Examples of the “bench-
marks”,whichvarieddepending
on the school in the faculty,
includedpaymentformarkingat
aratebasedon“4000wordsper
hour”andatoneschoolon“one
hourperstudent”.

Individual underpayments
rangedfrom$927to$30,140and
occurredbetweenFebruary2017
andDecember2019.

Staff allegedly had to enter
their hours worked into the
university’s human resources
informationsystemaccordingto
the benchmarks, rather than
according to the actual hours
worked.

TheFWOallegedtheuniver-
sity failed to record all hours
workedbythecasualacademics,
andthattheuniversitymadeand
kept records known to some
managerswithinthefacultytobe
falseormisleading.

The regulator alleges the
enterprise agreement breaches
are “serious contraventions”

undertheFairWorkAct,which
means the potential maximum
penaltiesare10timeshigherthan
the penalties that would other-
wiseapply.

Inadditiontopenaltiesforthe
allegedseriouscontraventionsof
up to $630,000 per breach, the
universityfacesupto$63,000per
breachfortheotherallegations.

TheFWOallegestheuniver-
sityexpressly,tacitlyorimpliedly
authorised the contraventions
because of a corporate culture
involving the use of marking
benchmarks.

Itisalsoallegedthatanumber
of specific senior leaders in the
facultyknewofthebenchmark-
ing practices and that they
resultedinemployeesnotbeing
paidforalltimespentmarking.

Fair Work Ombudsman
SandraParkersaidallegationsof
“universities underpaying their
employees by systematically
failingtofollowtheirownenter-
prise agreements are of great
concern”.

Threeoftheacademicshelda
PhDforatleastpartoftheirem-
ployment,whichentitledthemto
higher hourly rates under the
enterpriseagreements.Atleast12
oftheemployeeshavebeenfully
backpaid.

It is thesecondFWOaction
takenagainsttheuniversity.The
regulator alleges the university
coercedandtookadverseaction
againsttwocasualacademicsto
stop them from claiming pay-
mentforworkperformed.

InastatementonFriday,the
universitysaidthelegalproceed-
ingsrelatedtoa“historicalissue”
ofunderpaymentofcasualstaff,
andtheyhadbeenbackpaid.

ButtheFWOsaidtheconduct
occurreduptotheendof2019,a
littleoverthreeyearsago.

‘Casuals underpaid and 
uni managers knew it’ 
eWIN HaNNaN
workplace editor

Aloomingwaveofmajorindus-
trial development on Western
Australia’s Burrup Peninsula
will not jeopardise a proposed
WorldHeritagelistingforthere-
gion’srockart,theWAgovern-
mentsays.

Speaking as a formal appli-
cationfortherockart-richBur-
rupPeninsula,orMurujuga, to
beaddedtotheUNESCOWorld
HeritageListwasconfirmedon
Friday,WAEnvironmentMinis-
ter Reece Whitby said he was
confident the industry expan-
siononthedoorstepofthearea
couldbeappropriatelymanaged.

“They (UNESCO) will
understand we’ve got the bal-
anceright,”hesaid.

“There’s an enormous
amount of work to ensure the
balancebetweenindustry,which
hasexistedhereformanydec-
ades,andlocalenvironmentand
culturalvaluesareprotected.”

The Burrup Peninsula is
hometotheworld’slargestrock
artcollection,withmorethan1
million petroglyphs – many of
which date back tens of thou-
sandsofyears.TheBurrupisalso
the site of some of Australia’s
largest industrial projects, in-
cluding Woodside Energy’s
NorthWestShelfandPlutoliq-
uefiednaturalgasplants.

Woodsideispoisedtodouble
thecapacityofPlutoandextend
thelifeoftheNorthWestShelf
out to 2070, raising concerns
amongconservationistsandar-
chaeologists who believe emis-
sions from the plants are
accelerating the erosion of the
rockart.PrivatecompanyPer-
daman is also poised to begin
construction of a new $4.5bn
ureaplant,withseveralpiecesof
rock art set to be disturbed as
partofthatplan.

Numerouspiecesofrockart
weredamaged,destroyedorre-
locatedaftertheBurrupwasfirst
identifiedasheavyindustrysite
inthelate1960s.WhileWood-
sideitselfhasacknowledgedthe
shortcomings in its practices
fromthatera,MrWhitbysaidin-
dustryhadexistedtherefordec-
ades “and we’ve managed that
verywellinthepast”.

An archaeology study last
year,comparingphotosofrock
artfromthe1960swithcontem-
porary images, argued thatpe-
troglyphs closer to the Burrup
chemical and gas plants ap-
peared to have suffered more
erosionthanthosefurtheraway.

One of the first archaeolo-
gists to study the area, Robert
Bednarik, has also argued that
aciditylevelsinrainfallhavein-
creasedsharplysincethearrival
of industryand were damaging
thepatinaoftherockart.

Industry 
‘won’t hit’ 
Heritage 
List bid
Paul Garvey
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This is a continuation of our exploration 
program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural 
gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy 
needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced 
preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) that 
will seek acceptance from the regulator for 
this exploration program. 
As part of EP development we will undertake 
consultation in line with a prescribed 
regulatory process.

If you would like more information or think 
you may be affected by the proposed 
activities, please use our QR code or contact 
us using the details below.

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities 
in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. 

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells.

Protect South Australia’s economic powerhouse

Drive strategy and organisational success

Support the State’s largest export sector 

South Australia (SA) is internationally recognised for the quality of its agriculture, food 
and wine. Our regions are the backbone of our state and the economic powerhouse that 
drives prosperity for all South Australians. The Department of Primary Industries and 
Regions (PIRSA) is a key economic development agency working in partnership with our 
primary industries, regional stakeholders and across all levels of government to advance 
the prosperity and sustainability of SA’s primary industries and regional communities.

PIRSA is seeking a Director, Biosecurity Operations (SAES 1) to support the Executive 
Director, Biosecurity and Chief Executive in delivering national and local biosecurity 
programs within SA.  Through the leadership of a multi-disciplined operations team, the 
Director, Biosecurity Operations will be responsible for field operations, compliance and 
enforcement, and stakeholder management across a range of regulatory functions. You 
will develop and deliver biosecurity programs including PIRSA’s Emergency Management 
framework and ensure regulatory obligations, Government objectives and strategic 
operations are achieved. 

The successful candidate will be a strong, outcomes focused leader, with a proven 
track record at a senior management level within a regulatory or compliance focused 
organisation. Your ability to motivate a multi-disciplined team to achieve objectives will 
be complemented by your ability to effectively support and contribute to an executive 
team. In addition to holding a high standard of ethics and integrity, you will lead by 
example and work collaboratively to influence a positive cultural shift across the division. 
Alignment with the core values of the South Australian Public Sector is essential, along 
with tertiary qualifications in a relevant field. 

Confidential enquiries can be made to Katherine Myers-Scott at Morton Philips on  
(08) 8210 8510. Applications are welcome in Word format through SEEK.

Director, Biosecurity Operations

Morton Philips

Department of Primary Industries and Regions SA

02.10.2023  19:50    NewsCorp Australia - Tearsheet ©  



saturday, february 11, 2023
themercury.com.au  • SUBSCRIPTIONS 1300 696 397 NEWS 17

V1 - MERE01Z01MA

plain. “This is worse than pris-
on,” one parent commented 
online. 

“Prison people don’t have 
to wait for a toilet and I bet the 
staff have doors on their toilets 
and they don’t have to wait in 
line to do their business … ab-
solutely disgraceful and 
against all human rights.”

Another mother said it was 
“ridiculous” that students were 
“lining up to use the bathroom 
instead of eating lunch” in be-
tween classes.

“As a parent we pay school 
fees for the education and care 
of our children. The Education 
Department have a duty of 

care to look after our child-
ren’s wellbeing and edu-
cation,” she said.

“Does one bathroom mean 
that teachers will not be moni-
toring bathrooms? What hap-
pens if a student is in distress, 
self-harming, seeking refuge 
from bullying, or in need of as-
sistance?”

Labor education spokes-
person Josh Willie believed 
staff shortages may have con-
tributed to the problem.

“Schools are under stress 
because of staff shortages and 
it may be they don’t have the 
staff to supervise the toilets,” 
he said.

“But as the video shows 
they have pulled toilets out 
which is just not appropriate.”

A Department of Edu-
cation spokesperson said they 
were working with the school 
to “increase access to student 
toilets by Tuesday”.

“The department has close-
ly monitored operations at the 
school today and will continue 
to do so until the situation is 
rectified.

“The department apolog-
ises to the students and famil-
ies of New Norfolk High 
School.”

One parent told the Mer-
cury that “quite a few parents” 

had, like her, contacted the 
Education Department after 
students returned from holi-
days to find “one toilet per 
gender per grade”.

“The doors were all com-
pletely removed. Not even a 
door was left on the single cu-
bicle that actually has a toilet. 
Because of all the hype today, 
a door has been put back on 
apparently.”

Another parent of a year 8 
student said her son brought it 
to her attention on Thursday, 
saying “it was not right”.

“The students that don’t 
smoke or vape are getting 
punished and it’s not fair,” she 

said. “Then he said what about 
the girls that have their 
monthlies (periods)? 

“He said it’s disgusting as 
they wouldn’t be able to have 
any privacy and they wouldn’t 
be comfortable. It’s not fair for 
any student to have their toilet 
privilege taken away.

“Smoking has been around 
schools for I don’t know how 
long. There is a better way 
around this.”

Asked whether it was ac-
ceptable for students to wait 
up to 30 minutes to use a toilet 
Mr Rockliff said: “There are 
challenges. 

“We’ll work with the school 

communities to ensure that 
our young people are not ex-
periencing delays in terms of 
accessing important ameni-
ties.”

He shared concerns about 
students vaping.

“I can understand parents’ 
and schools’ concern about 
vaping and I take that very se-
riously as well,” he said.

“We have got a program 
right across Tasmania of up-
grading important amenities 
for our schools and that re-
mains part of our focus of en-
suring that we have 21st 
century infrastructure to sup-
port student learning.”

The students 
that don’t 
smoke or 
vape are 
getting 

punished and it’s not fair
parent of a year 8 student

New Norfolk High School has removed toilets 
to stop kids smoking and vaping. Inset: One of 
the cubicles with its toilet removed.

Find out more at fire.tas.gov.au/reform 

We’re working together,  
no matter what nature  
throws at us.
As fires and floods increase, we need  
to increase our capability to protect 
ourselves. The first step is to make sure 
we’re all working together. That’s why  
the Tasmania Fire Service and the SES  
are formally uniting as the Tasmania Fire  
and Emergency Service.

By working together, our emergency 
services will be stronger together.  
Plus, it’ll mean our invaluable emergency 
service volunteers will benefit from  
greater protections. It’s good news  
for all Tasmanians.
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program in the offshore Otway Basin 
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viable natural gas reserves to help meet 
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ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced 
preparation of an Environment Plan 
(EP) that will seek acceptance from the 
regulator for this exploration program. 
As part of EP development we will 
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prescribed regulatory process.

If you would like more information 
or think you may be affected by the 
proposed activities, please use our 
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details below.

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities 
in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters. 

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells.

02.10.2023  19:12    NewsCorp Australia - Tearsheet ©  



adVertISer.COM.au Saturday February 11 2023 NEWS 21

V1 - ADVE01Z01MA

read. Instead, the conclusion 
produced in 2018 did not use 
the words “in situ” (not extend-
ing beyond the focus or level of 
origin). The the court pre-
viously heard if those words 
had been used, it could have re-
sulted in a vastly different out-
come. Dr Smith’s alternate 
report would have also seen 
wording about the biopsy of 
Mr Jackson’s lung changed to 
reflect ambiguities in a sample 
she had viewed.

That wording – to use “frag-

Dr Caroline Lindsay Smith 

Mum Miriam and Brock Van der Woude, 11, of Loxton, are raising awareness of the issues around tube feeding. Picture: Roy VanDerVegt

BROCK Van der Woude has 
had a feeding tube for  seven 
years after he was diagnosed 
with a severe cold when he 
was three. 

When he developed a 
respiratory syncytial virus, it 
led to an aversion to eating 
food orally.   

Brock,  who is autistic and 
non-verbal and must take 
lifesaving anti-epileptic 
medication, would refuse not 
only his food but his 
medication, too. 

“It was a dangerous place 
to be in,” Ms Van der Woude 
said. Now, with the feeding 
tube, Brock, 11, receives his 
nutrients and medication. 

However, dietitian  Andrea 
McCall said while tube 
feeding was beneficial, it 
could have a psychosocial 
impact on the  family as 
feeding and parenting went 
hand-in-hand. 

“Feeding our children, and 
the family sharing a meal 
together, is how we nurture 
and connect,” she said. 

For Brock being fitted with 
the tube caused “significant 
regression” and kindergarten 
“became difficult”. 

He eventually benefited 
from joining a peer support 
group through the Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital.

This week is Feeding Tube 
Awareness Week. 

evangeline Polymeneas

Feeding Tube COMeS WiTH AdJuSTMenTS FOR FAMiLY

I could have 
been clearer 
THE pathologist who carried 
out a  diagnostic report on a  
cancer-free man, who had part 
of his lung wrongly removed,
conceded that her conclusion 
could have been clearer.

The admission came during 
the inquest into the death of 
67-year-old  Dennis Charles 
Jackson, from Broken Hill.

Mr Jackson died in 2019, 
from hospital-acquired pneu-
monia not long after  he was 
misdiagnosed as having can-
cer and had part of his lung re-
moved. 

He spent several months in 
hospital, including 63 days in 
ICU.

In a sworn affidavit, pathol-
ogist Dr Caroline Lindsay 
Smith offered an alternate 
wording of her 2018 report in 
which her conclusion would 
have been more explicit.

“There was a fragment of 
carcinoma without surround-
ing tissues such that a distinc-
tion between invasive and in 
situ disease cannot be made,” 
the revised report would have 

Medic’s admission during death inquest 
Brinley Duggan ment” instead of “free-float-

ing” – had previously come 
under scrutiny during the in-
quest.

On Wednesday, Dr Smith’s 
2018 report was subject to ex-
pert evidence which concluded 
it could have been written 
more clearly, which Dr Smith  
conceded on Friday.

She said there was “risk” in 
the way the report was written, 
which asked readers to “refer 
to the body” in which she 
wrote “(cancerous) invasion 
was not proved”.

Dr Smith’s report, however, 
was complicated by a  1.2mm 
piece of tissue on a microscopic 
slide that didn’t belong to Mr  
Jackson. The piece of tissue, a 
contaminant from somebody 
else’s body, present through no 
fault of Dr Smith, had made its 
way into a biopsy sample taken 
from Mr Jackson’s lung during 
investigations into whether or 
not he had cancer.

With Mr Jackson’s speci-
men alone on the slide, Dr 
Smith said, she would have 
concluded further testing may 
have needed to be undertaken.
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ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities 

in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program in the offshore 
Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an 
Environment Plan (EP) that will seek acceptance from the regulator for 
this exploration program. As part of EP development we will undertake 
consultation in line with a prescribed regulatory process.

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

If you would like more 
information or think you 
may be affected by the 
proposed activities, please 
use our QR code or contact 
us using the details below.
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Sushant paid $78,000 to start his
dreamhome. The block is empty
Charlotte Grieve Sushant and

Anamica
Chakravarty
paid more
than $78,000
to build a
home but
have been left
with a vacant
lot. Below:
Terry and
Andrea
Conder’s
house was
never
finished.
Photos: Simon
Schluter, Joe
Armao

Sushant and Anamica
Chakravarty transferred more
than $78,000 last year to build
their dream home in Officer, an
emerging suburb in Melbourne’s
south-east.

Ten years after arriving in
Australia from India, the
construction of this five-bedroom
property was going to be a symbol
of their family’s success.

To construct the $1.5 million
property, they chose Hallbury
Homes, a small company branded
as a luxury builder with an
impressive display home in
Langwarrin.

‘‘I thought we’d picked the
best,’’ Sushant says.

But less than five weeks after the
final payment was transferred, the
company went into voluntary
administration, leaving the
Chakravartys with only a grassy
block and no sense of what would
come next.

The couple were one of at least
40 would-be home owners left
‘‘high and dry’’ when the company
appointed administrators on
January 5.

Corporate filings show the
company owes $8 million to 401
creditors, including contractors
and home owners around
Melbourne who have been left with
partially built properties, some
riddled with defects including
cracked walls, uneven surfaces
and mould.

The collapse of Hallbury Homes
highlights pressures in the
construction industry, following
crises at major firms ProBuild and
Metricon, but it raises questions
about the effectiveness of the
Victorian Building Authority
(VBA).

‘‘I called up the VBA months ago
and told them something was not
right,’’ says another home owner,
Terry Conder, who has been
working with Hallbury for six
years. ‘‘They did an inspection, but
then nothing. It’s been a
nightmare.’’

During a three-hour meeting on
Thursday that became ‘‘heated’’,
according to those in attendance,

creditors voted to push the
company into liquidation. Menzies
Advisory principal Michael
Caspaney will have greater powers
to investigate a range of issues,
including whether the company
traded while insolvent.

‘‘I’ve always had a problem with
builders who are trying to do
business beyond their means,’’
Caspaney said. ‘‘The government
of the day doesn’t want to be seen
to stifling builders, so there’s very
few financial checkpoints. Now the
creditors have put it into
liquidation, that gives me the full
power to investigate.’’

According to corporate filings,
Caspaney estimated that any claim
for insolvent trading might be
worth $6 million.

Hallbury director Glenn Smith
denies these allegations. He says
the investigation will clear him of
wrongdoing. While he concedes
problems were mounting for more
than a year, he contends it was a
change in a critical concrete
contract that tipped the company
over the edge after he and business
partner Cliff Hall put everything

into keeping the operation afloat,
including borrowing from friends
and family.

‘‘With every building collapse,
the directors are turned into
villains,’’ Smith says. ‘‘There’s a lot
of people with heat, making up
crazy allegations that are frankly
offensive.’’

With many of its building
contracts fixed, Smith says his
company was unable to keep up
with the rising cost of materials.

‘‘We ran out of money. We’ve put
blood, sweat, everything [into it],
and it just wasn’t enough,’’ he says.

For the home owners, the
reasons for the collapse do not
change the losses they are facing.
Two of those home owners, Adam
Van Haeften and his partner,
signed a contract with Hallbury in
February 2020 but soon noticed a
high turnover of contractors and
requiring payment for works
before the couple were able to

inspect the site. ‘‘At the end of the
day, we feel they have short-
changed us. They asked us to pay
for work they hadn’t completed.’’

Van Haeften hired building
consultant Darbecca to examine
whether the Balwyn North site
complied with building standards.
Its report listed ‘‘items that, in our
judgment, do not reach an
acceptable standard of quality,
level of building practice or have
not been built in a proper or
workmanlike manner.’’

Van Haeften estimates it will
now cost about $550,000 to
complete the works, and his
builders’ insurance is set to expire
within weeks, so the race is on.

As for the Chakravartys, they
feel let down by the system that
allowed this to happen.

‘‘We have struggled to save this
money for 10 years. We feel so
cheated, it’s really taking a toll on
us,’’ Sushant says.

‘‘We never thought that in
Australia, in a country where . . .
[there are] regulators, this can
happen. This has happened in this
country.’’
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A MOYNE Shire district
man is in custody after be-
ing charged with allegedly
driving at a mother and
son, causing the teen to take
evasive action to avoid be-
ing injured.

A police spokesman said
the 38-year-old man was ar-
rested this week and charged
with reckless conduct en-
dangering life, reckless con-
duct endangering serious in-
jury and driving in a manner
dangerous.

He said on Monday the
man attended his former
partner's Warrnambool
home after a heated phone
call about 6pm.

It's alleged there was a
verbal altercation before the
accused man drove onto the
front lawn and toward the
front door at fast speed.

"That resulted in the
16-year-old son having to
take evasive action to avoid
being hit by that car," the
spokesman said.

"The man kept yelling
and then reversed and
drove away."

The accused man ap-
peared briefly in Warrnam-
bool Magistrates Court on
Wednesday, did not apply
for bail and was remanded
in custody. He was directed
to appear in court again on
February 27.

Man
allegedly
drives at
a mum
Region
LAW AND ORDER

– JESSICA HOWARD

THE earthquake in Turkey
has hit close to home for
Turkish expat Kadir Zehir,
with the deaths of several of
his family members.

The Turkish town of Kah-
ramanmaras was hit by a
magnitude 7.8 earthquake
onMonday, badly impacting
parts of neighbouring Syria
as well.

The death toll following
the earthquake has risen to
more than 20,000 people in
both countries.

"If I wasn't working, I'd
definitely go and help out,"
Mr Zehir, who now lives in
Warrnambool with his wife
Alison, said. "But, on the
other hand, I watch all the
channels on cable television
and the government is saying
we have enough help."

Mr Zehir said his second
cousin, who he grew up with
for about 15 years, lived in
Kahramanmara.

He said his cousin's wife
and 20-year-old daughter
died in the earthquake
but their son, who was in
the same building at the
time, survived.

Mr Zehir's uncle was also
impacted by the earthquake.

"My uncle went to visit his
son, daughter-in-law and
grandson in Gaziantep in a
high-rise building and they

were on the 19th floor and all
survived," he said.

"They are living in their
cars and haven't been back
in the house yet.

"I don't know what will
happen, if they will go back
to Ankara or not, I haven't
heard from them."

Mr Zehir said his mother
and brother lived in Ankara,
450 kilometres away from the
epicentre of the earthquake.

They felt the aftershock
just hours after the ini-
tial incident.

"Immediately I started to
try and connect with them
but because it destroyed the
telecommunications towers
and internet connection and
all that, it took me two days
to get some news from my
family," he said.

Mr Zehir said he finally
heard fromothers that one of

his cousins who lived in the
town of Hatay was fine two
days after the quake.

"The rest of my family who
live in Turkey were fine be-
cause they live hundreds of
kilometres away in Ankara
and Istanbul," he said.

Mr Zehir said so many
people had been caught up
in the earthquake with no
chance to escape.

"The scary part is when

you look at the aerial shot
of the region, I'm thinking
that the death toll will reach
60,000," he said.

Mr and Mrs Zehir were
living in Turkey in 1999when
the most deadly earthquake
at the time killed 17,500
people. The couple conduct
tours and said they would be
back supporting the country
inMay.
■ WORLD: P17

Some of Alison and Kadir Zehir's family in Turkey have survived the Kahramanmaras earthquake, while others have
died. Picture by Eddie Guerrero

Warrnambool

BY LILLIAN ALTMAN

WORLD NEWS

Earthquake hits close
to home for family

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Consultation

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79
andT/49P located in Commonwealth waters.

The proposed exploration programwill consist
of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six
exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program
in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help
meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced
preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) that
will seek acceptance from the regulator for this
exploration program. As part of EP development
wewill undertake consultation in line with a
prescribed regulatory process.

If you would like more information or think youmay
be affected by the proposed activities, please use
our QR code or contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au
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Warrnambool Pet Cremation
Compassionate service to assist you in your grief

Warrnambool based, servicing South West Victoria

Collection from your vet clinic or home

Gentle and respectful eco-friendly service

A private chamber for each pet guarantees the ashes

returned are those of your pet and only your pet

7 step tracking process to ensure quality individualised care

Ph: 0422 953 789

Your pets legacy can leave an imprint on your heart without leaving a carbon footprint
www.restingwaters.com.au

Whether buying or selling, you are connected to a wide
range of farmers, dealers, products and brands

Your online marketplace
for all things Ag
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program   

Consultation

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities 

in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters.  

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program in the offshore 
Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 
reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced preparation of an 
Environment Plan (EP) that will seek acceptance from the regulator for 
this exploration program. As part of EP development we will undertake 
consultation in line with a prescribed regulatory process.

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au
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If you would like more 
information or think you 
may be affected by the 
proposed activities, please 
use our QR code or contact 
us using the details below.
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Ancient rock
art put forward
forWorld
Heritage status
Mike Foley, Peter Milne

A peninsula in north-west Western
Australia has been nominated for
World Heritage status by federal En-
vironment Minister Tanya Plibersek in
recognition of the estimated 1 million to
2 million sacred rock engravings there
dating back 50,000 years.

If accepted by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO), the nomina-
tion would cover an area of 100,000
hectares on the Burrup Peninsula – or
Murujuga to its traditional custodians
– in WA’s Pilbara region.

Murujuga would become the second
of Australia’s 20 World Heritage sites
accepted for its First Nations cultural
heritage, along with the Budj Bim cul-
tural landscape and ancient aquacul-
ture system in south-west Victoria.

The announcement was welcomed
by the traditional custodians, although
some reiterated warnings that emis-
sions from nearby gas processing
plants are damaging one of the world’s
longest unbroken sequences of rock
carvings, or petroglyphs. They are de-
manding a contentious ban on further
industrial development in the area,
where gas giant Woodside plans a mas-
sive expansion to an existing gas plant.

The early engravings were made by
removing a patina – a brown outer layer
on the peninsula’s rocks as thin as one-
thousandth of a millimetre – to reveal the
contrasting underlying orange colour.

Industrial emissions including nitro-
gen oxides and sulphur oxides make
rainfall more acidic, and some tradi-
tional custodians say this will damage
the patina and damage the engravings.

Plibersek said in Karratha yesterday
that she was humbled to announce the
nomination given the thousands of
years of Indigenous care of Murujuga,
adding that it was crucial to ensure the
management and protection of the
globally significant site.

‘‘This has very obvious benefits for
this landscape and the people who are
so connected to the land, for future
generations who will grow up strong on
this land,’’ she said. ‘‘But it also has real
significance for the whole world . . .
that’s why we’re here today.’’

Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation
CEO Peter Jeffries said Ngarda-Ngarli
traditional owners had aspired to World
Heritage status for more than 20 years.

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Joyce has swing at bigwind
Nick O’Malley
National environment and climate editor

A Tasmanian wind farm; Walcha, in the northern tablelands;
Barnaby Joyce. Photos: Alex Ellinghausen, Dallas Kilponen

$30K
Payment per year
per turbine to

hosting farmers.

$1m
Vestas to pay

council up front,
plus ongoing

funding.

230
metres

The height of the
wind turbines at
the top of their

blades.

Doug Landfear, the Californian-born
local boss of Danish renewable energy
giant Vestas confesses he does not
know exactly what federal Nationals
MP Barnaby Joyce meant when he
described the company’s
environmental impact statement for a
NSW wind farm proposal as ‘‘nothing
but a pack of poo-tickets’’, but he
guessed it was not good, and says he is
not entirely surprised.

‘‘Barnaby has a certain way of
speaking,’’ Landfear says.

At issue is a plan to build a massive
wind farm to the north and east of
Walcha, a village of 3000 or so on the
crossroads of Thunderbolts Way and
the Oxley Highway in the NSW
Northern Tablelands.

The project could have serious
implications on whether the state – and
the nation – might achieve the goal of
shifting rapidly to renewable energy.

Walcha lies within the NSW
government’s New England
Renewable Energy Zone.

In such zones, renewable energy
projects will be supported and linked to
the grid to replace ageing coal plants as
they are decommissioned.

The policy is causing divisions in
some communities where there are
disagreements over whether the
income generated by new renewables
is worth the impact on the landscape.

And Vestas is offering the people of
Walcha a staggering amount of money.

Should the so-called Winterbourne
Wind project go ahead, about 55
landholders stand to earn about
$30,000 a year per turbine hosted on
their land. Some could have up to 10
turbines. Vesta is in negotiations with
some neighbours who would be in sight
of the towers for further payments.

Total investment in the region would
be about $1 billion.

The towers would stand about 149
metres high at their hub and 230
metres at the tips of their blades.

In all, 119 towers would be built,
making the project the largest in the
nation, generating enough electricity
to power 375,000 NSW homes.

The local council stands to benefit
too, as Vestas is offering to pay
$1 million up front and $750,000 a year,
indexed to the CPI, for the life of the
project.

Joyce’s colourful line against the
environmental impact statement

provided by Vestas was made during a
public meeting held by opponents of
the project at Walcha’s bowling club
last month. He dismisses the payment.

‘‘That wouldn’t even pay for a
roundabout,’’ he told the Herald.

He said the community should
oppose the wind turbines and that
state and federal governments should
co-operate to extend the life of the coal
power stations until a new wave of
nuclear energy technology, known as
small modular reactors, is available.

Proponents of these machines say
they will provide abundant clean and
cheap power. Sceptics say they do not
yet exist commercially and that
nuclear power remains the most
expensive source of energy on earth,
while solar and wind are cheap and
declining in cost.

The benefits of the Winterbourne
scheme have convinced grazier Ted
Fenwicke, whose family has farmed in
the region for five generations.

He describes a reliable stream of
income insulated from drought and
flood as the ‘‘holy grail’’ that would help
his family build and improve their core
businesses. He rejects the argument of
some of his neighbours that the
turbines would spoil prime productive
land, because, he says, the turbines
would be built on rocky ridge-lines.

He believes the roads Vestas would
build to install and maintain the

turbines would be to his family’s
benefit as well. ‘‘If they can get a 100
tonne truck up there, it is going to be
better than anything we can build,’’ he
says.

But he is aware of the tension the
project is causing. His children, who
will inherit the land, have embraced the
project. His brother does so with far
more reservation.

‘‘The first time you look at a picture
[of a turbine] you think, ‘Wow, that’s a
pretty wild piece of equipment’,’’
Fenwicke says. ‘‘But I’m sure people
were pretty confronted the first time
they saw a big powerline too.’’

By Landfear’s count of the 948 public
submissions made regarding the
Winterbourne project, 498 are in
support and 438 are opposed. Another
12 are simply comments.

Joyce remains unrepentant for
opposing the project and the potential
windfall for his community.

‘‘We would end up with more man-
made structures over 230 metres in
height than Sydney CBD,’’ he says.

Besides, he says, many of those who
support projects like this live in the
inner suburbs of Sydney and
Melbourne.

‘‘Well, if you support them, why
don’t you support building them in
your area rather than in ours?’’ he says.

‘‘This idea that we can just have wind
towers built everywhere and that is
going to be the solution is patently
absurd.’’

His position puts him at odds not
only with some of his constituents, but
with his colleague, NSW Treasurer
Matt Kean, whose policy on climate
and energy depends on such
development.

Asked if he was concerned about
tension in Walcha, Kean said in a
statement that renewable energy
plans were expected to attract at least
$32 billion in private investment and
support more than 9100 jobs in
regional NSW and provide $1.5 billion
in lease payments to farmers.

‘‘This is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to diversify local
economies, create jobs and create
new, stable revenue streams for
farmers.

‘‘Local communities will see a range
of benefits from being part of a
renewable energy zone. This includes
a requirement for all developers to
contribute up to $1700 per megawatt
of their project to a new community
benefit fund.
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A GOOD samaritan was airlifted to 
hospital last week after attending 
a fire at a neighbouring property in 
Camperdown. 

The fire at a Manifold Street property broke 
out at about 6.15pm on Tuesday. 

A large amount of cannabis plants 
was located at the property, with police 
investigating the hydroponic set-up within 
the vacant house.

Warrnambool CIU detective acting 
sergeant Derek Verity said the house had 
been divided into three growing rooms and 
a drying room.

He said 70 to 80 cannabis plants were 
located at the property with an estimated 
value of $30,000 to $50,000. 

Det. Act Sgt Verity said enquiries were 
ongoing into the operation.

“There will be multiple different enquiries,” 
he said. 

“It would take multiple people and skills 
to set it up.

“It is very unusual for this area.” 
The hydroponic set-up included a lights 

and watering system, with the offenders 
bypassing the electrical system to steal 
power. 

District 6 commander Dan Condon 
commended the quick response of CFA units 
who attended the blaze. 

“The crews responded brilliantly, they 
were on scene in minutes,” he said. 

“They extinguished the fire quickly.
“A good samaritan who lives next door has 

tried to help out and suffered a cardiac arrest. 
The crews did CPR on scene.

“They did an unbelievably good job putting 
the fire out and administering CPR.”

Commander Condon said multiple units 
were called to the fire including Camperdown 
and Weerite. 

“I can’t sing the praises enough of the 
quick response of incident controller Andrew 
Smith and all of the crews,” he said. 

The man was transferred via road 
ambulance to the Camperdown Showgrounds 

before being transported to hospital via air 
ambulance.

An Ambulance Victoria media 
spokesperson said Ambulance Victoria 
was called to a report of an incident in 
Camperdown just before 6.25pm.

“Paramedics treated a man in his 60s 
at the scene for a medical episode,” the 
spokesperson said. 

“He was flown by air ambulance to Geelong 
Hospital in a stable condition.”

Camperdown Police Senior Sergeant Bill 
Caldow said police were at the property 
processing the scene last Wednesday. 

“There is a very large number of cannabis 
plants of varying maturity,” he said. 

“The property was empty at the time.”
Snr Sgt Caldow called on members of the 

public who might be suspicious of a property 
in their neighbourhood to make contact with 

police or CrimeStoppers. 
He said all calls can be made anonymously 

by contacting CrimeStoppers on 1800 333 
000.

VICTORIANS need safer roads 
now, according to Shadow Minister 
for Roads and Road Safety Danny 
O’Brien. 

He said the state had seen a horror start to 
2023, with 42 lives lost on Victorian roads to 
date.

Mr O’Brien said there was no easy solution 
to road safety.

He said a parliamentary road safety 
committee could play a big role in providing 
solutions to drive the road toll down, yet the 
Andrews Labor Government voted down the 
motion in Parliament.

Mr O’Brien said in the past the committee 
had made Victoria a leader in road safety.

“This committee was responsible for 
inquiries from its very inception in 1967 that 
resulted in Victoria’s then world-leading road 
safety initiatives,” he said.

“These initiatives were associated with 
significant reductions in injury and fatality on 

Victorian roads, including the introduction of 
mandatory seatbelt wearing, the demerit point 
system, random breath testing, the list goes 
on.

“It is disappointing that Labor, having axed 
the committee in 2015, has refused to bring it 
back and keep Victoria at the cutting edge of 
life-saving technology and initiatives.”

Mr O’Brien said the decision comes at a 
time when Victorians faced some of the “most 
unsafe road conditions”.

“Rural and regional Victorians especially 
know the state of our roads is abysmal,” he 
said.

“Long-term investment means safer roads, 
but it’s also about driving down the road toll 
with intervention initiatives and research into 
the latest technology.

“This disregard for a committee that has 
driven so much change over decades leaves 
Victorian motorists at a disadvantage.”

Minister for Road and Road Safety Melissa 
Horne was contacted for comment but failed 
to respond before publication.

Road safety 
questioned

Fire leads to drug haul

Plants found: Warrnambool CIU members process more than 70 cannabis plants of varying sizes seized at a Camperdown 
property following a fire. 2023D 
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Notice of intention to consult with and seek the consent of Yirendali 
common law holders to enter into a Community Benefits Agreement 

 
North Queensland Renewable Energy Zone Pty Ltd (NQREZ) and the Yirendali Aboriginal Corporation (ICN: 
8398) (Yirendali AC) are proposing to enter into a Community Benefits Agreement (the Agreement) in relation to 
the proposed Mount James Wind Farm, located 80km north of Hughenden (the Project) as shown on the map 
below. 
 
Under the proposed Agreement, in return for the benefits provided by NQREZ, Yirendali AC acknowledge: 
1.  that the parties consulted and cooperated in good faith and obtained the free, prior and informed consent of the 

Yirendali people in relation to the Project; and 
2.  that any public entity’s decision to grant a Project Right will be a decision that is not incompatible with the 

Yirendali People’s Cultural Rights. 
 
Yirendali Consultation 
The Yirendali AC seek to consult with and seek the consent of the Yirendali People to enter into the Agreement. 
 
The members of the Yirendali People are described as descendants of the following apical ancestors: 

(a)  Albert Hill; 
(b)  Henry Major Luco; 
(c)  Phillip and Ida Lammermoor; 
(d)  Polly and Kiara (Kyra) (Kara) Christison; or 
(e)  Maggie Chermside. 

 
These persons are invited to attend the meeting as set out below: 
Friday, 17 March 2023   10:00AM   Mercure Inn Townsville 

        166 – 194 Woolcock Street, Townsville QLD 4812 
 
Videoconference facilities will be available for those unable to attend in person. Please contact 
yirendaliac@gmail.com for further details. 
 
There will be no travel assistance offered however light refreshments will be provided at the meeting.

Otway Exploration Drilling Program   

Consultation

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration 

activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 

Commonwealth waters.  

The proposed exploration program will consist of seabed surveys 

and the drilling of up to six exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program in the offshore 

Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas 

reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has 

commenced preparation of 

an Environment Plan (EP) 

that will seek acceptance 

from the regulator for this 

exploration program. 

As part of EP development 

we will undertake 

consultation in line with 

a prescribed regulatory 

process.

If you would like more 

information or think you 

may be affected by the 

proposed activities, please 

use our QR code or contact 

us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122 

PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au

CMM29338OTW

Progress update on the decommissioning  
of Esso’s Bass Strait offshore facilities
As operator of some of Australia’s 
oldest oil and gas fields, Esso Australia 
is committed to decommissioning  
our Bass Strait offshore facilities safely 
and effectively.
We have substantial experience in 
safely and effectively decommissioning 
facilities to achieve positive outcomes 
across the globe, and we are excited 
to be part of Australia’s growing 
decommissioning industry.
For our steel piled jackets, we have 
identified a number of decommissioning 
options and assessed each one in order 
to determine which approach balances 
the needs of other users of the sea by 
ensuring the safety of navigation and 
delivers an equal or better environmental 
outcome by retaining the marine 
ecosystems which have developed 
around the jackets. 
All of the options for decommissioning 
the steel piled jackets include full 
removal of the upper sections of  
the platform including the 
accommodation and processing 
facilities, known as the topsides for 
disposal onshore. The overall demand 
for a skilled workforce to support the 
decommissioning program will vary 
minimally regardless of which option 
is pursued for the cut off depth of the 
steel piled jackets.

More information on these options 
and how we are assessing them are 
available here: https://exxonmobil.
co/3R6U8E8.
Prior to commencing and throughout 
our decommissioning activities, we 
continue to identify and actively 
engage with key stakeholders across 
the Gippsland region.  We have 
also undertaken a national public 
consultation process facilitated by the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety 
and Environment Agency.  This and our 
ongoing consultation play an essential 
role in how we align our approach and 
ensure the essential work that we are 
undertaking meets the community’s 
needs and expectations. 
If you would like to learn more about 
our decommissioning process and 
the approach we are considering 
for the removal of steel pile jackets 
and platform topsides, or feel that 
you are a relevant person as per the 
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse 
Gas Storage Act 2006, we welcome 
you to reach out via consultation@
exxonmobil.com.

Program Officer – Aboriginal 
Community Engagement 

Hepatitis NSW 
35 hours per week 

SCHADS Award Level 4 plus superannuation and annual 
leave loading. 
Full salary packaging is available 
As Program Officer – Aboriginal Community Engagement 
you will: 
•  Lead, plan, deliver, and develop hepatitis B and C 

outreach health promotion activities that engage 
Aboriginal communities across NSW. 

•  Contribute to activities that improve the health and 
wellbeing of Aboriginal people living with or at risk of 
hepatitis B and C in NSW. 

•  Contribute to reducing stigma and discrimination 
experienced by Aboriginal people in relation to living 
with hepatitis B and C. 

•  Build strong relationships and partnerships with key 
stakeholders to increase access to health services for 
Aboriginal people. 

This is an Aboriginal identified position and is open to 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people only. 
Hepatitis NSW considers that being Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander is a genuine occupational qualification 
under s 14 of the Anti-Discrimination Act 1977 (NSW). 
Hepatitis NSW is a member-based, health promotion 
charity funded by the NSW Ministry of Health. There are 
17 permanent staff members and 35 casual staff and 
volunteer workers. 
Our vision is “A World Free of Viral Hepatitis”. We provide 
information, support, referral, and advocacy for people 
affected by viral hepatitis in NSW. We work to prevent the 
transmission of hepatitis B and hepatitis C and to 
improve the health and well-being of affected people and 
communities. 
Our offices are in Surry Hills, Sydney, co-located with 
like-minded organisations and are wheelchair 
accessible. Learn more about us and what we do on our 
website: hep.org.au 
A job pack containing full job description, selection 
criteria and terms and conditions of 
employment must be obtained before applying.  
Download Job Pack visit https://bit.ly/hnsw-ace 
Applications close: Wednesday 8th March 2023 

•  Package up to $82,399 pa, including super 
& leave loading

• Broken Hill
•  Temporary full-time role up to November 2024

We are looking for an enthusiastic and organised 

Previous customer service and administration 
skills will be desirable and enable you to help 

also be created for future ongoing and 

applications from anyone who is interested in 

Apply Online:
Jobs NSW Ref. No.
Closing Date: Sunday 5 March 2023 11:59pm
Enquiries: Hiring Manager 
Melissa Lay on (02) 6885 2433 or 
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Grade 1/2 
Temporary and Talent Pool 
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High winds and hot days: CFS callouts
A GRASSFIRE was alerted
by Country Fire Service op-
eratives in Hynam around
3:30pm on Friday Febru-
ary 10.

CFS responders from
Naracoorte, Kybybolite,
Hynam, the Wattle Range,
Cadgee, Joanna, Lucindale,
Stewarts Range, Frances,
Comaum, Maaoupe, Penola
and Coonawarra responded
to the original call out.

There was a concern given
ahighwindspeed in thearea,
but the fire was taken under
control by Friday evening.

An aircrewwas dispatched
to assist ground volunteers
with putting out the blaze,
and the intersection off
Biggins Road, west of the
Naracoorte Teys facilities
was closed off, with an alert
put out to limit drivers in the
west Hynam area.

The fire was able to jump
across Biggins Road but was
taken under control by the
present firefighters, with the
Threat Reduced alert first put

out at 6:48pm that evening.
Naracoorte Grassfire
Naracoorte CFS volun-

teers were called to a Level 1
fire at the Train Yard in town,
near Lot 31 on Cameron St.

The alarm was pulled at
3:20pmonMonday February
13, and locals were urged to
keep away as volunteers took
control of the scene.

BinnumGrassfire
Lower Tatiara, crossbor-

der and Naracoorte CFS
volunteers were called to
a grassfire off Tarcas Road
in Binnum.

Originally alerted at
3:20pm as a Level 3 incident,
the fire was soon upgraded
to a Level 4, but aircraft re-
sponders were released from
the incident at 3:27pm.

The CFS issued a notice to
residents reminding those
in fire danger areas to revise
their evacuation plan and
make sure they are on top
of the alerts as winds speeds
pick up this summer.

– NEAVE MOORE
Hynam grassfire aftermath after being attended to by volunteers and air support. Picture by Neave Moore

Councillor to make appeal
■ Continued from front

Later in the day he con-
firmed a councillor with the
Naracoorte Lucindale Coun-
cil had been stood down.

Cr McGuire said he made
several attempts to lodge
his campaign returns prior
to the election in November
2022, with no success. After
his third attempt he was

blocked from the ECSA por-
tal, he sought the assistance
of council staff in November
2022, who sat with him in
Chambers to try to assist him
lodging the forms.

Cr McGuire said he made
several attempts to lodge
his campaign returns prior
to the election in November
2022, with no success. After
his third attempt he was
blocked from the ECSA por-

tal, he sought the assistance
of council staff in November
2022, who sat with him in
Chambers to try to assist him
lodging the forms.

On January 27 2023, Cr
McGuire received a call from
ECSA relating to the issue
and he repeated his story
to them.

"They (ECSA) agreed to
post me a hard copy of the
form, which I completed and

returned to ECSA. The form
didn't have a deadline on it."

"l am disappointed in
the system and will appeal
the decision. I have good
grounds for my appeal and
believe I will be successful."

CrMcGuire was re-elected
to the Naracoorte Lucindale
Council in the November
2022 elections after a long
career in local government
including eight years as Dep-

utyMayor.
This is the latest issue in

a chaotic start to the new
four-year term of local gov-
ernment. Several councils
began the term without a
mayor and some without a
full council. Changes in leg-
islation in local government
elections have been blamed.

Councils affected, bore the
brunt of the cost of a supple-
mentary election.

BY SHERYL LOWE

The Northern Limestone Coast Regional
Assessment Panel wishes to advise

that the following applicants have been
appointed as panel members:

• Mayor Jeff Pope (Panel Member)
• Mr Mark Teakle (Panel Member)

These appointments have been made
on behalf of the Naracoorte Lucindale,

Tatiara and Kingston Councils.

V
R
48

06
98

9

CMM29342OTW

Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Consultation

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake
exploration activities in offshore permitsVIC/P79
andT/49P located in Commonwealth waters.

The proposed exploration programwill consist
of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six
exploration wells.

This is a continuation of our exploration program
in the offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify
commercially viable natural gas reserves to help
meet Australia’s energy needs.

ConocoPhillips Australia has commenced
preparation of an Environment Plan (EP) that
will seek acceptance from the regulator for this
exploration program. As part of EP development
wewill undertake consultation in line with a
prescribed regulatory process.

If you would like more information or think youmay
be affected by the proposed activities, please use
our QR code or contact us using the details below.

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122
PO BOX 1243, MILTON, QLD, 4064

conocophillips.com.au
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MAGISTRATES’ COURT

WORK has begun on the site of a new service 
station just north of Heywood, at the corner of 
the Princes and Henty Hwys. 
As previously reported in the Observer the 
proposed $1.5 million service station is 
being developed by the Werribee-based 
Dislis Group, which got approval in 2020 
from Glenelg Shire Council to build one of its 
Pegasus Pitstop branded stations at the site.
The servo would be open round-the-clock 
and feature a diner and convenience store, 
with fuel and lubricants supplied through 
Mobil.

Picture: KAREN HODGE 230405kh07 

Action on 
prominent 
corner site

A HEYWOOD man has lost his licence, 
after bloodwork done in hospital after a 
crash came back positive for alcohol.
Barry Morton was driving down the Henty 

Hwy on his way home from the pub on 
January 11 last year when he missed a bend 
and collided with an embankment on the side 
of the road.
Damage from the crash trapped the 66-year-

old and his passenger in the car, both with 
signi¿cant inMuries.

Emergency services rescued them from 
the wreck, and took them to hospital in 
Hamilton, where a blood sample was taken 
from Morton, later retuning a result of 0.086 
alcohol content.
In court, Morton’s lawyer said he had had 

a seizure as a side e൵ect to medication Must 
prior to getting in the car, and should not have 
been driving.
Magistrate Franz Holzer suspended Morton’s 

licence for six months.

A TR8CK driver has been ¿ned, after 
being caught last year driving with a 
68-ton load of logs that was wider than 
legally allowed.
Jason Berger, who now lives in Melbourne, 

appeared in the Portland Magistrates’ Court 
on Tuesday last week to plead guilty to 
the single charge of failing to comply with 
dimension requirements for a heavy vehicle.
The charge carries a maximum penalty of 

$11,820.
Berger, who was living locally at the time, 

was driving a fully loaded prime mover 
truck on Woolsthorpe-Heywood Rd on 
December 28 when he was stopped for an 
inspection.

In court, the National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator prosecutor Iain McDonald 
alleged that Berger’s load was 0.28 metres 
wider than the 2.5m maximum allowed 
width.
Mr McDonald said the logs that Berger 

was carrying were also longer than allowed, 
which was dealt with by an on-the-spot ¿ne.
Overall, the prosecutor said the overload 

presented a “severe risk”.
In court, Mr Berger said that he had been 

present when the truck was loaded, and as 
the driver took responsibility for the breach 
of requirements.
Magistrate Franz Holzer ¿ned Berger 

$1000.

Accident turns up drink driving charge

A PORTLAND man has been placed 
on a community corrections order, for 
sending threatening texts to a former 
partner and abusing her daughter.
The man pleaded guilty to breaching a 

family violence safety notice and using a 
carriage service to harass in the Portland 
Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday last week, 
and cannot be named as it might identify a 
victim of family violence.
The notice was taken out by police against 

the 51-year-old in March last year, naming 
both his partner and her daughter as 
protected people.
Late last year the man had been living in 

a caravan in the victims’ driveway, and the 
prosecutor told the court that on December 
27 at around 9pm, the man was drunk and 
became verbally abusive and aggressive to 
the younger woman.
Police were called and removed the man 

from the property, and later that night he 
sent texts to one of the victims telling her 
that she was dead.
The texts were reported to police, the 

victim telling them that she had been 
unable to sleep from fear.
The man was arrested the following 

day, making partial admissions when 
interviewed but said he did not have a clear 
memory of sending the texts.
In court, the man admitted to previously 

having issues with alcohol and being a 
daily drinker but had now been o൵ the 
drink for a week and was “feeling good 
about it.”
Magistrate Franz Holzer described the 

o൵ending as demeaning, but said “on ¿rst 
blush” the man did not seem to be a high 
risk of re-o൵ending and sent him for a 
community corrections assessment.
The report that came to court was a contrast 

to this, describing the man as “high risk” 
for reo൵ending, but still suitable to serve 
his penalty outside of prison.
Mr Holzer sentenced him to an 18-month 

community corrections order with 
drug, alcohol and medical treatment 
recommendations to be complied with, as 
well as Mudicial monitoring throughout.

A MAN has been placed on a 12-month 
community corrections order with 75 hours 
of community work attached , for a number 
of criminal o൵ences, dating back as far as 
2018.
The 51-year-old from Portland pleaded 

guilty in the Portland Magistrates’ Court on 
Tuesday last week, to contravening a family 
violence order, unlawful assault, unlicenced 
driving and cultivating cannabis.
He cannot be named as it might identify a 

victim of family violence.

Truck’s log load too wide

Corrections order for assorted crimes

Text threats frighten woman

A PORTLAND man last week faced the 
Portland Magistrates’ Court after losing 
control of his car and destroying a front 
fence.
John Knalfec pleaded guilty to careless 

driving and failing to properly have control 
of his vehicle for the incident dating back to 
December 24 last year.
The prosecution alleged that witnesses 

heard Knalfec “hooning” near the corner 
of Wellington Rd and Edgar St in Portland 
immediately before the crash.
At around 7.45pm, the 32-year-old lost 

control of his car as he was headed north 
on Wellington Rd Must near the intersection, 

and collided with a brick fence on Edgar St, 
before hitting the median strip, mounting the 
footpath and then ploughing through eight 
metres of paling fence.
In total, police say he travelled 45 metres 

out of control, and was helped out of his car 
by witnesses.
Police attended and Knalfec admitted to 

being the driver and walked through the 
crash with them, but said he did not think he 
had been going too quickly.
As well as paying for the repair work for the 

fences, Knalfec was placed on a 12-month 
good behaviour bond and ordered to take 
safe driving and road trauma programs.

Christmas Eve fence carnage

News tip? Call 5522 3000, 
email news@observer.net.au

CMM29521CP

Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan 

for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be 

hosting a community information session next week.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along 
to meet the project team, learn more about the proposed activity, 
ask questions and provide feedback.

Date: Tuesday 18 April 2023

Location: Scan the QR code for venue details

Time: Portland 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au
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Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan 
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be 
hosting a community information session next week.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along 
to meet the project team, learn more about the proposed activity, 
ask questions and provide feedback.

Date: Thursday 20 April 2023

Location: Scan the QR code for venue details

Time: Apollo Bay 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

NEWS

BY NAOMI NEWCOMBE 

Art is taking over 
Colac this weekend 
with the Colac Otway 
Arts Trail focusing 
in on Colac and its 
artists.

Artists will display 
more than 300 pieces of 
art at the Colac Primary 
School stadium for Co-
lac’s art showcase and 
exhibition tomorrow 
and Sunday. 

Fifteen artists will 
showcase their artistic 
talents throughout the 
weekend with textiles, 
sculpture, painting, 
drawing, glass blowing 
and quilting demon-
strations. 

There will be coffee 
and food available at 
the primary school, a 
special performance by 
WildHoney Performing 
Arts for the kids at 2pm 
on Sunday and music 
performances, weather 
permitting.

Co-ordinator Lynne 
Richardson said the 
showcase and exhibi-
tion was looking great 
already and she was 
excited for all the events 
around the region.

“We’ll also have the 
announcement of the 
awards at around 2pm 
on Sunday as well,” she 
said. 

Awards include best 
in show, judged catego-

ries for painting, pho-
tography, 3D work and 
mixed media, as well as 
people’s choice.

Just a short walk 
from the art showcase 
and exhibition at the 
Colac Primary School 
is the Hidden Small Art 
Treasures interactive 
exhibition at the Colac 
Botanic Gardens.

“Get down there and 
see those before all 
the artwork is gone – 
they’re beautiful down 
there,” Lynne said.

“We’ve had lots of 
reports of families en-
joying it – when the 
weather has been fine 
– and finding the treas-
ures with their little 
ones.

“It’s been a lovely 
family event.”

The Colac Woodcraft-
ers Guild will be open 
the whole weekend at 
the Colac Showgrounds 
as well as the new Colac 
Makers Space annexe 
with a family painting 
workshop.

There will be exhibi-
tions in Colac at the 
Murray Street Market, 
COPACC, the Colac 
Makers’ Space and Stu-
dio 92. 

C o l a c  P r i m a r y 
School, St Mary’s Pri-
mary School, South 
West Primary School 
and Colac West Prima-
ry School also have art 

displays on their fences 
for people to discover 
as they make their way 
around Colac and the 
different events.

Lynne said she had 
already heard great 
feedback about the first 
weekend of events for 
the Colac Otway Arts 
Trail.

“The rain was a little 
bit of a deterrent maybe 
but apart from that 
lots of good feedback, 
Birregurra had theirs 
on with the market and 
they had lots of visitors 
and sales,” she said. 

“The Paper Cloth on 
the Hills Hoist, the open 
air one, was great and 
the paper deteriorated 
in the weather which 
was lovely to watch 
because that was what 
it was designed to do.”

Tomorrow is the fi-
nal day for art lovers 
to visit the Apollo Bay 
Art Show and see art-
work from coastal and 
Otways artists. 

The Gellibrand gal-
lery, Alda Hubbard’s 
studio at Gellibrand, 
The Project Space in 
Apollo Bay and Ziibo 
will also be open this 
weekend.

Check out the Colac 
Otway Arts Trail web-
site and Facebook for 
more information about 
all the events happen-
ing across the region. 

SCULPTOR: Artist Clive Murray-White will demonstrate his marble sculpting at the arts showcase 
and exhibition at the Colac Primary School stadium this weekend as part of the Colac Otway Arts Trail

SHOWCASE: Co-ordinator Lynne Richardson said she was excited for all 
the Colac Otway Arts Trail events around the region after hearing great 
feedback from the first weekend of events during Easter.

Artists plan 
big weekend  
across Colac

230413JK0170-2

230413JK0185-2



COLAC HERALD Wednesday, June 7, 2023  ||  9https://colacherald.com.au

There are many ways you 
can give us a hand.

Your local CFA Brigade needs you, and there are many ways you can help. Roles 
include daytime firefighters, community educators, and support roles. You don’t 
need experience, and you’ll be amazed at what you will achieve, while fulfilling 

a vital and rewarding role in your community.

Scan the QR code 
to find out how 
you can help.

CMM29716CP

Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan for 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be hosting 
community information sessions in June.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
with the project team to learn more about the progress of the environmental 
impact and risk assessments and the typical control measures that have 
been identified to support ongoing consultation, to ask questions and 
provide feedback.

Session:  Apollo Bay
Date: Tuesday 20 June 2023 
Location: Apollo Bay Bowls Club, 6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay
Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

NEWS

WILDLIFE REFUGE: Apollo Bay P-12 College learning about the values of the Henriksen Sanctuary.

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Environment 
conserved
at sanctuary
Apollo Bay students have had 
a first-hand look at the impor-
tance of habitat conservation.

The Trust for Nature hosted 11 
Year Seven and Eight students from 
Apollo Bay P-12 College to view 
restoration work and a new trail at 
the Trust’s Henriksen Sanctuary 
Reserve, near Marriners Lookout.

The Trust for Nature has used 
funding from the Federal Govern-
ment’s Wild Otways Initiative to 
create a small access track within 
Henriksen Sanctuary and to control 
weeds within the sanctuary and 
along Marriners Lookout track.

The secondary school students 
learnt about land conservation, eco-
logical significance, ecosystem ser-
vices, weeds and weed management, 
and discussed weed-management 
alternatives to chemical control, like 
using trained weed-eating goats.

Trust for Nature’s Corangamite 
regional manager Jo Day said that 

controlling large infestations of 
weeds in the sanctuary helped to 
protect the intact high-quality areas 
from degradation.

“We hope local community will 
visit the Sanctuary, connect with 
nature, and hopefully begin to form 
a sense of custodianship,” Ms Day 
said.

“By investing in weed control 
along Marriners Lookout track, we 
are fostering the visitor’s apprecia-
tion of native habitat,” she said.

Corangamite Catchment Manage-
ment Authority chief John Riddiford 
said Henriksen Sanctuary was a 
refuge for endangered species like 
the rufous bristlebird and black 
Otway snail.

“Engaging and educating school 
students on this project is wonderful 
to see, who better to take care of our 
environment than the next genera-
tion of environmental stewards,” Mr 
Riddiford said.

BY NAOMI NEWCOMBE 

A South Australian 
man must be on his 
best behaviour for 
the next year after 
failing to stop after 
side-swiping a car 
on the Princes High-
way.

The 65-year-old man 
pleaded guilty in Colac 
Magistrates Court this 
week. 

The court heard the 
victim was driving on 
Birregurra-Warncoort 
Road towards Colac on 
October 15. 

The victim merged 
onto the Princes High-
way at 90kmh and saw 
the accused driving up 
behind him. 

The accused at -
tempted to overtake 
the man and side-
swiped the victim’s car. 

The accused stop-
ped in the left-hand 
lane of the highway 
and the victim overtook 

the accused. 
The accused then hit 

the victim’s car again 
before overtaking him 
in the emergency stop-
ping lane. 

The victim contin-
ued driving into the Co-
lac CBD while calling 
police and turning right 
into Queen Street, be-
fore stopping out the 
front of the Colac Police 
Station. 

The accused followed 
the victim into Queen 
Street, parking on the 
opposite side of the 
road, before driving off 
via Pollack Street. 

The court  heard 
police intercepted the 
man at 9am on October 
15 and interviewed him 
about the incident. 

The man told officers 
that the victim put on 
his brakes and that was 
why he side-swiped 
the car. 

He said he didn’t 

realise he had to pro-
vide his details to the 
victim, and the incident 
didn’t warrant stop-
ping. 

The total cost of the 
damage to the victim’s 
car  was $6049.92, 
which the offender paid 
before attending court.

The man told the 
court that the incident 
happened during the 
Victorian floods last 
year and he had been 
driving all night trying 
to get back to South 
Australia. 

Magistrate Michelle 
Hodgson imposed a 
12-month good behav-
iour bond, with the con-
dition that he continues 
his bipolar treatment.

“Can you stay out of 
trouble for 12 months?” 
Ms Hodgson asked the 
man. 

“You only get once 
chance for a non-con-
viction.”

Side-swipe driver 
enters guilty plea
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Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan for 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be hosting 
community information sessions in June.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
with the project team to learn more about the progress of the environmental 
impact and risk assessments and the typical control measures that have 
been identified to support ongoing consultation, to ask questions and 
provide feedback.

Session:  Apollo Bay
Date: Tuesday 20 June 2023 
Location: Apollo Bay Bowls Club, 6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay
Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

NEWS

A former Colac man will spend 
three months in prison after 
breaching his community cor-
rection order. 

The man faced Geelong Magis-
trates Court this week on a charge 
of breaching a community correc-
tion order. 

The  court  heard  the  man 
breached the order by further of-
fending. 

The Colac Herald understands 
that the further offending relates 
to multiple charges of theft and 
burglary. 

The man appeared via video link 
from custody for indictable matters 
set to head to court in July. 

Corrections recommended the 

community correction order be 
cancelled and for the accused to be 
resentenced. 

The man’s lawyer and Magistrate 
Ann McGarvie agreed.

The man’s lawyer said a period 
of imprisonment was the only ap-
propriate outcome. 

Magistrate McGarvie said the 
man completed some of the com-
munity correction order work in 
residential rehabilitation but didn’t 
seem to have done anything else. 

She convicted the man and 
sentenced him to three months  
in prison, taking into account 29 
days served as pre-sentence deten-
tion.

He also received a $300 fine.

A  m a g i s t r a t e  h a s  t o l d  a 
56-year-old man his attitude  
must change after persis-
tently breaching intervention  
orders.

The man pleaded guilty in Colac 
Magistrates Court to charges of 
breaching an intervention order.

The intervention order began 
on October 24, preventing the man 
from going to or remaining within 
50 metres of his sister. 

The court heard that on Novem-
ber 8 the man parked his vehicle 
outside his sister’s house and stood 
in her yard yelling that he was 
there to collect his trailer. 

The sister told the man he 
shouldn’t be there and called triple 
zero, as the man left. 

Police arrived and spoke with 
the sister about what happened 
and where the man lived, before 
attending the man’s house the next 
day to interview him. 

He told officers that his sister 
had told him to come pick his stuff 
up. 

The court heard of another inci-
dent on October 20 at 8.20pm when 
the accused and the victim were at 
the Colac Woolworths and an argu-
ment started in the car park.

The woman attended the Colac 
Police Station to report what had 
happened.

Police interviewed the man at 
the police station where he admit-

ted to arguing in the carpark.
The man had previously persis-

tently breached intervention orders 
in relation to the victim dating back 
to 2020. 

The man’s lawyer said the man 
had been at the pub before the 
Woolworths incident and his sister 
had come over to him and pulled 
him off his chair. 

When the man left the pub to 
go to the Woolworths, he said his 
sister followed him.

“You contact her when you want 
to, in disregard of the orders,” 
Magistrate Michelle Hodgson told 
the man. 

Ms Hodgson said the incident 
was very serious and that she could 
impose up to two years in prison for 
each of the breaches. 

“You haven’t articulated remorse 
and continue to blame the victim in 
these matters,” she said.

She sentenced the man to a 
12-month community correction 
order with supervision and to  
engage in an alcohol treatment 
program. 

Ms Hodgson also imposed a $500 
fine.

If you are affected by this story 
and want to seek assistance, con-
tact 1800RESPECT or 1800 737 
732, the national sexual assault, 
domestic and family violence coun-
selling service for people living in 
Australia.

Brother fined 
for breach of
court order

Eye-opening day at TAFE

Prison time for breach

Drink driver risks job

Course  informa-
tion and career ad-
vice was on offer 
at  Colac’s  South 
West  TAFE cam-
pus’s open day this  
week.

The campus host-
ed information ses-
sions about its mid-
year courses,  with 
the TAFE’s agricul-
ture course special-
ist chatting with at-
tendees and course  
advice available from 
the skills and job cen-
tre.

A split-second de-
cision to skull his 
friend’s drink has 
cost a 27-year-old 
man $555, his li-
cence, and possibly 
his job. 

The man pleaded 
guilty to a drink driv-
ing charge in Colac 
Magistrates Court 
this week. 

The court heard po-
lice observed a black 
Toyota driving along 
Costin Street at Apol-
lo Bay at 10.50pm on 
August 13.

The man presented 
his licence to police 
and underwent a pre-
liminary breath test, 
with officers deter-
mining alcohol was 
present. 

The man accom-
panied officers to the 
Apollo Bay Police Sta-

tion for a second test 
at 11.10pm. 

The man registered 
a blood alcohol read-
ing of 0.077. 

Officers issued an 
infringement notice, 
but the man objected 
and opted to face the 
charge in court.

When police asked 
why he was driving 
while over the legal 
limit, he said, “no 
good reason”. 

The man told the 
court he had been  
at an event and was 
the designated driv-
er for his group of 
friends. 

He said when ex-
iting the venue, he 
made the “split-sec-
ond decision” to take 
his  fr iend’s  drink 
and drink it because 
they weren’t allowed  

to take the glass out-
side. 

The man said he 
worked in construc-
tion and would lose 
his job if he was un-
able to drive. 

He said he was a 
law-abiding citizen, 
didn’t usually drink 
and didn’t think he 
would be over the le-
gal limit. 

“The legal limit is 
0.05 for a very good 
reason,” Magistrate 
Michel le  Hodgson 
said.

Magistrate Hodg-
son imposed a six-
month loss of licence 
and a $555 fine with-
out conviction. 

“You need to be 
careful you don’t get 
behind the wheel in 
the next six months,” 
she told the man.

Vivian Capiznon and South West TAFE course advisor Jo Healey

South West TAFE Colac Otway regional manager Naomi Harris

230607JK0034-2

230607JK0039-2



COLAC HERALD Monday, June 12, 2023  ||  9https://colacherald.com.au

CMM29716CP

Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan for 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be hosting 
community information sessions in June.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
with the project team to learn more about the progress of the environmental 
impact and risk assessments and the typical control measures that have 
been identified to support ongoing consultation, to ask questions and 
provide feedback.

Session:  Apollo Bay
Date: Tuesday 20 June 2023 
Location: Apollo Bay Bowls Club, 6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay
Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

NEWS

BY ALEX BAIRD 

Apollo Bay kinder kids have 
been out in force pounding 
the pavement learning the 
importance of road safety.

Apollo Bay Kindergarten 
teacher Eliza Lee said the early 
learning centre had organised a 
range of activities to teach chil-
dren about safety measures and 
things to remember when out 
and about. 

They even had a visit from local 
police officer Margaret Anderson 

to share her knowledge on the 
issue. 

“We have had Senior Constable 
Margaret come to talk about road 
safety and walked around town 
to participate in road safety,” Ms 
Lee said.

“We’re planning a bike and 
scooter day to wear helmet and 
trying to organise a bus trip 
to Wildlife Wonders to wear a 
seatbelt.”

Pupils this week braved the 
cold weather and walked to the 
Apollo Bay library for a visit.

It’s part of a grant Apollo Bay 
Kinder earned from Early Learn-
ing Association Australia on 
behalf of the Transport Accident 
Commission for road safety edu-
cation for early childhood.

Ms Lee said they had a host of 
topics to cover, including physical 
safety, traffic awareness, devel-
oping good habits and safety as 
passengers. 

Bicycle and scooter safety was 
also a key focus beyond pedestrian 
skills. 

“Educating kinder children 

about road safety instils in them 
an understanding of traffic 
rules, signals, and signs,” Ms  
Lee said.

“This awareness helps them 
become more cautious pedestri-
ans and develop essential skills 
for navigating the road safely as 
they grow older.

“Introducing road safety  
habits at an early age lays the 
foundation for responsible be-
haviour.”

Ms Lee said the program  
was also a timely reminder for 

adults to be good role models for 
children behind the wheel and 
when using footpaths and cross-
ing roads. 

“Kinder children tend to imi-
tate adults and older peers,” she 
said.

“By setting a good example and 
following road safety practices 
ourselves, we encourage them to 
do the same. 

“Being responsible road users 
ourselves contributes to their 
understanding and adoption of 
safe behaviours.”

BY LIAM MCCULLAGH

Corangamite Shire Council will 
check in with its residents more 
often, by moving to quarterly 
satisfaction surveys.

The council has confirmed chang-
es to the process of measuring resi-
dents’ satisfaction levels.

The council previously surveyed 
400 people once a year but will now 
have quarterly surveys of 100 people 
each.

The four survey periods are June 
1 to July 2, August 17 to September 
17, November 1 to December 3, and 
February to March 2024.

Mayor Ruth Gstrein said National 
Field Services would randomly 
select residents for the community 
satisfaction survey. 

“The survey has been designed to 
assess council’s performance across 
a range of measures.

“Residents’ opinions about council 

will be gathered, then compared 
against performances in previous 
years. The responses will identify 
ways we can improve our service to 
our community.

“We appreciate participants tak-
ing the time to help us with their 
valuable feedback,” she said.

Cr Gstrein said that all personal 
information shared by residents 
would remain private.

“Only the overall results are 
shared with council.

“This is a very important piece 
of work that is done every year and 
lets us know what we’re getting right 
and where we need to improve,” she 
said.

To show legitimacy, research-
ers will identify as National Field 
Services, never ask people by their 
name and state how long they expect 
the survey to take.

No calls will come from a mobile 
number.

More than 40 tracks 
in the Great Otway 
National Park will 
close on Thursday 
for the rest of winter 
and part of spring.

Parks Victoria has 
released the list of 
track closures across 
the state for winter.

The closures aim 
to protect tracks from 
damage. Local condi-
tions and weather can 
affect the timing and 
locations of these sea-
sonal road closures. 

C losures  in  the 
Great Otway National 
park start on June 15 
and end in November.

The region’s tracks 
to close for winter are: 
Big Hill Track, Bird 
Track, Boggy Creek 
Track, Brown Town 
Track, Bunker Hill 

Track, Coalmine Track, 
Coopers No 2 Road, 
Curtis Track, Delaneys 
Track, Denham Track, 
Dunse Track, Five 
Mile Track, Garvey 
Track, Gentle Annie 
Track, Godfrey Track, 
Grey River Road, H 
P Track, Halls Ridge 
Road, Jamieson Track, 
Junction Track, Ken-
nett Road, Kennett-
Wye Jeep Track, King 
Creek No 2 Track, King 
Creek No 3 Track, King 
Track, Link Track, 
Loves Track, Moggs 
C r e e k  T r a c k ,  M t 
Cowley Track, New-
combe Spur Track, 
Old Carlisle Track, 
Peppermint Parade, 
Rapier Ridge Track, 
Sharps Road, Sheep-
yard Track, Skinners 
Creek Track, Thomp-

sons Track, Unnamed, 
U p p e r  S h e e p y a r d 
Track, Whites Track, 
and Youngs Creek  
Track.

Meanwhile, Locks 
Road in the Port Camp-
bell National Park will 
also close from June 15 
to November 2.

Conservation Regu-
lator officers regularly 
patrol over the winter 
months and will hand 
out penalties to anyone 
ignoring the closures, 
and the public can il-
legal vehicle use and 
gate breaches on public 
land to 136 186.

Visit www.parks.vic.
gov.au/get-into-nature/
safety-in-nature/sea-
sonal-road-closures for 
information on road 
closures in national 
parks.   

Park track closures

Quarterly surveys

IMPORTANT MESSAGE: Apollo Bay kinder pupils Mason Collier, Charlotte Heng and Molly 
Evans are learning the importance of road safety by hitting the streets at the coastal town. 

Safety lessons for kinder kids
230607AB0003 230607AB0002

OUT AND ABOUT: Apollo Bay kinder’s Alinta Sabbo, Aditya Darmawan and Avery 
Collier walked to the library to share story time and sing songs with Leon Cox.
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Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan for 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be hosting 
community information sessions in June.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
with the project team to learn more about the progress of the environmental 
impact and risk assessments and the typical control measures that have 
been identified to support ongoing consultation, to ask questions and 
provide feedback.

Session:  Apollo Bay
Date: Tuesday 20 June 2023 
Location: Apollo Bay Bowls Club, 6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay
Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

NEWS

A Colac man will spend more than four 
years in prison for trading drugs for sex 
with a 15-year-old girl.

The man faced County Court on Friday 
for sentencing of charges of trafficking 
a drug of dependence to a child, sexual 
penetration of a child under 16, possessing 
cocaine, possessing MDMA and possessing 
a drug of dependence, ketamine. 

The court heard the crimes took place 
on January 26, 2020, when a 15-year-old 
girl was staying at her friend’s house at 
Warrnambool. The man was 25 at the 
time.

The group of three girls had been drink-
ing and the victim said she wanted to try 
drugs. 

She messaged the man – who had previ-
ously been in a relationship with her sister 
– and asked if he had any MDMA capsules 
and how much they cost. 

The man, who was at a party, said they 
were $20 each and they arranged to meet in 
Warrnambool’s Lava Street. 

The girl bought three capsules for her-
self and her two friends, went home and 
consumed the drugs, before reaching out to 
the man for more. 

At this time, the man offered the girl six 
capsules for sexual acts, before increasing 
it to eight when he grew impatient. 

In the early hours of January 27, the man 
met with the three girls in the park, giving 
the friends one MDMA capsule each to get 
them to go away. 

The man decided the park was not dark 
enough for them to engage in sex and they 
climbed a fence into a kindergarten. 

While at the kindergarten, multiple 
sexual acts occurred.

The man gave the girl four MDMA cap-

sules and walked away, leaving the girl 
alone and crying in the dark.

The victim reported the crime to the po-
lice soon after. 

Police executed a search of the man’s 
house on March 5, 2020, finding seven 
grams of MDMA in capsules, 0.5 grams of 
cocaine and one gram of Ketamine.

He told police officers that the drugs were 
his and that he thought the girl was 17 years 
old, despite denying having a relationship 
or conversation with her. 

Judge Amanda Chambers said the girl 
was 10 years younger than the man at the 
time of the crimes.

“You were aware of how young she was, 
she even told you,” Judge Chambers told 
the man. 

The court heard the man was intoxicated 
at the time of the incident, consuming alco-
hol and MDMA at a party.

Judge Chambers said the court heard of 
the man’s childhood where his father was 
abusive, and he developed selective mutism 
as well as an anxiety disorder. 

The man had stable employment since 
age 18, despite consuming MDMA, Keta-
mine and cocaine on the weekends. 

The man told doctors he “went stupid” 
after breaking up with the victim’s older 
sister. 

Judge Chambers said the man had no 
prior criminal history, was “otherwise a 
person of good character” and had good 
rehabilitation prospects.

She imposed a total sentence of four years 
and four months in prison with a non-parole 
period of two years and six months.

Judge Chambers also fined him $600 
and put him on the sex offenders list for 
15 years.

Four years’ jail 
for sex offence

New TAFE manager 
keen to get involved
BY LIAM MCCULLAGH

The new leader of 
Colac’s TAFE cam-
pus says she’s com-
mitted to expand-
ing the courses on 
offer at the campus.

Naomi Harris is 
South West TAFE’s 
new regional manager 
for Colac, and says 
she loves the idea of 
“being involved in her 
community.”

The born and bred 
Colac local previously 
worked as a hairdress-
er, a product han-
dler and production 
facilitator at Bulla 
but says education 
is something she has 
always been passion-
ate about.

“I was looking for a 
change,” Naomi said.

“The education sec-
tor has always been 
an interest to me, 
and I liked the idea of 
helping local people 
to obtain certificates 
here rather than trav-
elling,” she said.

Naomi said commu-
nity involvement was 
a key reason she had 
taken on the role.

“I love the idea of 
being more involved 
in the community and 
the challenge that this 
role is going to bring.

“We will continue 
to look at ways to 
grow the local offers, 
so people don’t have 
to travel out of town. 
I think Colac is big 

LEADER: Naomi Harris is enjoying the challenge 
of leading Colac’s South West TAFE campus.

enough to be able to 
do that,” she said.

The Colac campus 
offers courses in ag-
riculture, horticul-
ture, individual sup-
port, disability and 
health services for 
high school students.

“It’s a good selection 
and we will continue 
to work with the local 

community, indus-
try and agriculture 
to support them with 
courses they need.

“The Colac campus 
has been gradually 
growing and there are 
now 123 students on 
campus and in local 
traineeships and ap-
prenticeships,” she 
said.

Farm equipment stolen
BY GRETA LANNEN

Police are appealing for 
information about the 
theft of a quad bike and 
farming equipment from 
a property at Warrion.

Colac’s Detective Lead-
ing Senior Constable Mick 

Palmer said the burglary 
happened between Fri-
day afternoon and Monday 
morning at a paddock on 
Iletts Road. 

He said the theft includ-
ed one quad bike and farm-
ing equipment including 

star pickets, fence drainers, 
chemical drums and an 
electric fence tester.

People with any informa-
tion about the theft should 
call Colac Police Station on 
5232 8200 or Crime Stop-
pers on 1800 333 000.

MISSING: Police are investigating 
the theft of quad bike, pictured, and 
farming equipment from a property 
at Warrion.

PHOTO SUPPLIED

PHOTO SUPPLIED
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Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan for 
the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and will be hosting 
community information sessions in June.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
with the project team to learn more about the progress of the environmental 
impact and risk assessments and the typical control measures that have 
been identified to support ongoing consultation, to ask questions and 
provide feedback.

Session:  Apollo Bay
Date: Tuesday 20 June 2023 
Location: Apollo Bay Bowls Club, 6 Moore Street, Apollo Bay
Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

NEWS

BY GRETA LANNEN

The Colac Camera Club 
will host a prestigious 
state-wide event show-
casing the amazing work 
of Victoria’s amateur 
photographers, while 
giving them a chance to 
capture the beauty of the 
Colac district.

The Victorian Associa-
tion of Photographic Socie-
ties’ annual convention is 
in Colac from this afternoon 
until Monday. 

The convention allows 
members of different cam-
era clubs to come together 
to learn more about pho-
tography and socialise with 
other photographers, with 
presentations by guest 
speakers, workshops, an 
awards dinner and photo-
graphic excursions.

Colac Camera Club pres-
ident Linda Reinen and 
member Mark Murray said 
they were excited to be host-
ing the prestigious event 
which will predominantly 
be at COPACC.

The club worked hard to 
apply for the host position 
and is relishing the oppor-
tunity after VAPS selected 
it as host.

“There’ll be a lot of pro-
fessional photographers 
and different workshops 
taking place for the people 
who have registered,” Linda 
said.

“All of the camera clubs 
throughout the state send 
a certain number of images 

Shutterbugs converge on Colac 

PRESTIGIOUS PHOTOGRAPHERS: The Colac Camera Club is hosting the Victorian Association of Photographic Societies’ prestigious annual 
convention at COPACC this weekend, drawing camera club members from across the state. Pictured are Gail Maddern, president Linda 
Reinen, Wayne Alexander, Kerrie Anderson, Murray Howard-Brooks, Lynn Sargeant and Mark Murray.

per club and then they’re 
judged as an overall win-
ner for the state for the  
year.”

About 90 clubs will be 
represented over the week-
end, with about 700 pho-

tographic entries on show, 
both prints and electronic 
digital images.

“It’s just a buzz for it 
to be state-wide and have 
them all come to Colac, and 
they’re pretty darn good 

photographers,” Mark said.
Photographers are sure 

to have plenty to work with 
behind the camera when 
they travel around the re-
gion including to Lake Co-
lac and the Colac Botanic 

Gardens for a dawn shoot, 
Red Rock, Tarndwarncoort 
for a farm walk, and Cressy 
Aerodrome where there’ll 
be some action in the  
sky.

“They are really promot-

ing the district,” Linda said.
People must be a mem-

ber of an affiliated camera 
club to attend the conven-
tion’s events, but the pho-
tography display is open to 
the public. 

230614JK0068-2

BY GRETA LANNEN

A man escaped without se-
rious injuries after his car 
struck a fallen tree between 
Colac and Carlisle River.

Colac SES unit controller 
Steve Tevelein said the motor-
ist had been travelling along 
Carlisle Road at about 6am on 
Wednesday when his car hit 
the fallen tree.

He said it happened about a 
kilometre past the Irrewillipe 
Road intersection.

“He’s just not seen the tree,” 
Mr Tevelein said.

“He’s done some damage to 
his vehicle. It’s going to be off 
the road for a little bit.”

Mr Tevelein said the driver 
did not suffer any serious 
injuries, and that SES crews 
were on the scene for about 20 
minutes to clear the tree off 
the road.

Victoria Police also attended 
the scene.

A Cobden pub manager has pro-
vided clarifications related to 
an incident involving an Irish 
farm worker who torched a car 
last week. 

Police previously told the Colac 
Herald it was alleged that a 25-year-
old Cobden man had been involved 
in an altercation at Thommo’s Hotel 
and made threats to kill inside the 
pub. It was alleged he then set a car 
alight some hours later.

The incident happened on Friday 

night, not Saturday, as previously 
reported.

“There were no threats to kill 
inside the hotel, nor was there any 
physical altercation in the hotel,” 
pub manager Dennis Torpy told the 
Colac Herald.

The man later torched a car, but 
the car was not owned by the pub.

Police have charged the man with 
threats to kill, carrying a dangerous 
article and causing criminal damage 
by fire.

Pub manager clarifies 
Cobden crime details

Motorist crashes 
into downed tree

BLOCKED: Colac SES officers clear a 
fallen tree at Carlisle River this week.

PHOTO SUPPLIED
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Volunteers make a difference

Annual appeal:  Good Friday volunteers like Stacey Harper and Myka Beaton helped raise a signifi cant amount of funds 
for the Good Friday Appeal  2023D

FAMILY LAW

First Interview Free

INDEPENDENT. EXPERIENCED

margaretdonoghuelawyer.com.au

MARGARET 
DONOGHUE

LAWYER

Conveyancing, Wills,  
Powers of Attorney

Ph 5599 2130

Let us guide you 
through this

difficult time and
help celebrate the life 

of your loved one.

       Est. since 1901

Camperdown 5593 1107
Terang 5592 1293 

COMMUNITIES across the region 
dug deep on Friday, sending more 
than $60,000 to the Royal Children’s 
Hospital Good Friday Appeal.

Timboon and District Good Friday Appeal 
area manager Lee Edge thanked the community 
for its “overwhelming support”.

“To all of our local CFA units, you all do a 
fantastic job year after year,” she said. 

“Thank you again for your support.”
Ms Edge thanked the wider community for its 

ongoing support in helping to make a diff erence 
in the lives of children across Victoria. 

“Thank you to everyone who donates, 
sponsors and collects on the day, every little bit 
helps,” she said. 

“The day went very smoothly overall with the 
community supporting the day. 

“The annual golf day saw more than 20 teams 
play on the day. It was an absolutely great day.”

Timboon and district supported the cause to 
the tune of $46,990 with district fi re brigades 
rallying to bring in a large portion of the 
fi nal total with Brucknell-Ayrford collecting 
$3893.50, Ecklin $814.95, Kennedy’s Creek 
$1523.60, Lower Heytesbury $1734.95, 

Nirranda South $737.10, Nullawarre $4076.40, 
Peterborough $1940, Princetown $859.65, Port 
Campbell $1021.15, Simpson $2565.40 and 
Timboon $4548.70.

In addition to the CFA collection, the annual 
Eddie’s Corner fundraiser raised $1462.35. 

Cobden Quota Friends of Rotary appeal 
raised $13,500 for the cause, according to 
Cobden appeal manager Fran Warden.

“We went really well,” she said. 
“Cobden has been collecting for the Royal 

Childrens Hospital for 50 years now.
“I’d like to thank the community for their 

support, not only this year, but for the past 50 
years.”

Mrs Warden thanked all those who 
volunteered to collect this year. 

“We had quite a few families who went out 
door knocking,” she said. 

“We also had Easter Bunny who went out 
collecting. 

“I’d like to really thank the Cobden under 18 
footballers who came out and collected; they 
covered quite a bit of the town.”

Mrs Warden thanked Cobden businesses and 
in particular the Cobden Golf Club and Ritchies 
IGA for their support throughout the year.

emma™ 12 months to February 2017. Readership based on last four weeks. 
Survey conducted by Ipsos MediaCT, people 14+ ; Nielsen DRM February 2017, People 14+ only.

16.7 million Australians 
read news media
every month.
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Community Information    
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an 
Environment Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and is hosting a community information 
session to outline the proposed exploration activities and 
the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to 
come along to meet the project team, learn more about 
the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.

Date: Thursday 18 May 2023

Location:  King Island Town Hall

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

CHEESE STORE
Trading Hours:

Open MON, TUE, WED, FRI & SUN
10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

SPECIALS
Lighthouse Blue Brie    200g $ 7.00

Phoques Cove Camembert    200g $ 8.00

Pepperberry Cheddar    300g $ 8.00

Special may vary in-store if stock is not availble.
P: (03) 6462 0947

 E: kid.store@saputo.com

869 North Road, Loorana
www.kingislanddairy.com.au

NO ORDINARY ISLAND.
NO ORDINARY CHEESE.

Did you know?
Newspapers are Tas-
mania’s most-trusted 
advertising medium, 
and consistently out-
perform radio, TV and 

digital when it comes to 
reader trust.

 TRY ADVERTISING
THAT READERS 

TRUST.

Call James on  
0449 178 715  

or email
james@fontpr.com.au

Source:  
Think News Brands, 2021

Need 
Help?
Did you know the 

Courier reaches the 
equivalent of 75% of 

King Island’s pop- 
ulation? Advertise  
available positions 
in Courier Careers 
and ensure you are 
reaching the right 
people for your  

business.

james@fontpr.com.au  

Island bonds survives passing of the decades
IT WAS 1988 and the King Island District 
High School Year 10 kids left the island 
to continue their schooling, take on jobs 
and explore the world. 

Over the weekend, the ‘88 tribe came 
together once again. They came from far 
and wide and met up on King Island to 
celebrate Monique Daniel’s 50th birthday. 
Some old schoolmates still live on the 
island, some have visited their families 
since leaving and others have never been 
back to the island since leaving for life in 
other places. Monique’s birthday was just 
the reason to have a long-awaited get-
together and reunion.

Monique’s brother Paul and wife 
Cynthia Daniel hosted the big bash at 
their Pegarah Road property shed.  Some 
second names have changed, in some 
cases more than once, but it was a good 
year producing some well-known island 
identities and partnerships. 

Then there were the families and locals 
who were not in the 1988 cohort but are 
part of the King Island tapestry. Bergin 
through Bowling to Eelman, Fitzpatrick, 
on through the island alphabet of names 
reaching Summers, Whitehouse and 
Wishnact. 

Monique has her album of pictures 
and said reminiscing with old friends and 
making new memories was wonderful. 
“All my friends from both my King 
Island home and from away kept saying, 
‘You’ve got really good friends, and 
I’d just say, that’s because we are all 
connected by the same thread. It runs 
through us all because… you are my 
friends.”

ABOVE: Away friend Megan 
Lowerson and Monique get 
into the country party vibe.

 LEFT: Carly, Cynthia and 
Paul Daniel with sister and 
birthday girl Monique with 
husband Peter Anna and 

friend Nikki.
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SOUTH-WEST residents are
being urged to get a flu shot,
with predictions a range of
flu-like viruses could create
a "perfect storm" this winter.

In Warrnambool, there
have been 34 confirmed
influenza cases this year,
while there have been 12 in
Moyne Shire.

This is higher than the
number of cases in Glenelg
Shire, which has had four
and Southern Grampians

Shire, which has had six.
There have been three
cases reported in Coranga-
mite Shire.

Chemist Warehouse Warr-
nambool's Jason Yacoub said
flu shots had been available
since lateMarch.

"There have been a lot of
people booking appoint-
ments," he said.

Mr Yacoub said the flu
shots were available at the
Gateway Plaza chemist and
people could book online.

He said the chemist had

a good supply of the flu
vaccinations. Bupa Health
Insurance chief medical of-
ficer Tony MacDermott said
modelling from the northern
hemisphere winter indicated
the flu season would arrive
earlier than expected in
Australia and be worse than
last year, with more hospital-
isations likely.

Dr MacDermott encour-
aged people to get vaccinat-
ed before the end of May to
ensure they were protected.

"We're anticipating a per-

fect storm of flu, COVID-19
and other flu-like viruses to
come together this winter,"
he said.

"The best protection will
always be prevention, and
our advice to people who are
due for their COVID booster
is to get their flu shot togeth-
er with their COVID booster
ahead of the winter season."

Dr MacDermott said flu
trends in the US, where
hospitalisation rates were
significantly higher than the
year before, would likely be

mirrored in Australia.
"The higher risk of being

hospitalised with the flu this
year means it's even more
important to get vaccinat-
ed, especially for high-risk
groups," he said.

AustralianMedical Associ-
ation vice-president Danielle
McMullen said those most at
risk from the flu were people
under five and over 65, as
well as those with serious
health conditions.

"Getting a flu vaccina-
tion will provide protection

against the more serious ef-
fects of influenza and help us
protect loved ones," she said.

Royal Australian College
of General Practitioners
presidentNicoleHiggins said
Australia had already record-
ed more than 21,000 cases of
flu this year - far higher than
during the pandemic.

"People have been travel-
ling more and we've stopped
measures likewearingmasks
and washing our hands
which allows flu to spread,"
she said.

Residents urged to get flu shot ahead of 'perfect storm'
Region
HEALTH

Illegal fish haul at Basin
A VIETNAMESE national
was caught with more than
20 times the legal catch limit
of abalone from a Killar-
ney beach.

Dieu Van Nguyen, 60,
pleaded guilty in Warrnam-
bool Magistrates Court to
Fisheries Act charges relating
to exceeding the catch and
size limit of abalone.

The court heard he was
observed by Killarney resi-

dents taking a large amount
of abalone fromThe Basin on
January 3 this year.

Victorian Fisheries Au-
thority were called and au-
thorised officers attended
the scene at 5.35pm.

Nguyen and another
male were seen wearing
camouflage-print wet suits
and walking towards a Toyo-
ta RAV4.

A female anda youngmale
were in the car.

When asked if they had
any fish, the young male re-
trieved 14 abalone, of which

10were undersized, from the
boot of the car.

The daily catch limit of
abalone is five and theymust
measure at least 13 centime-
tres in the Port Fairy coastal
reserve area.

The officers took the ab-
alone and when returning
them to the water, they were
approached by three com-
munity members who said
they had seen two of themen
with a three-quarter-full bag
of abalone.

One witness said they
confronted Nguyen who

didn't respond.
The officers were taken to

the location the group had
beendivingatandthey found
a homemade green catch

bag with 73 live abalone, of
which 70 were undersize. A
further search two days later
found an almost identical
green catch bag containing
another 23 abalone, which
were in the process of decay.

The court heard a total of
110 abalone were taken by
Nguyen - 22 times the le-
gal limit.

A lawyer for Nguyen
said the man had moved
to Australia from Vietnam
in November last year and
knew nothing about the na-
tion's laws.

Magistrate Simon Guthrie
said he considered the of-
fending serious, particularly
when laws were in place to
protect the nation's marine
industries.

The court heard co-ac-
cused Thi Nguyen and Anh
Duong Do would plead not
guilty to the offending.

Mr Guthrie said he would
prefer to wait to see what
happened in their matters
before handing down his
sentence.

Nguyen will appear in
court again on June 19.

Man exceeds catch limit.

Warrnambool

BY JESSICA HOWARD

LAW AND ORDER

CMM29573CP

Community Information
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Date: Tuesday 2ndMay 2023

Location: Port Fairy Community House at Railway Place

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

australiancoupons.com.au

Search thousands of
AUSTRALIAN

COUPON CODES
AND SAVE!

A NEW CODE
EVERY WEEK FOR
ANOTHER CHANCE!

THIS
WEEK’S

Buy the paper or read
Today’s Paper online

Get the weekly
CASH CODE

Enter via SMS
(text message)

1

2

3

Read your favourite ACM newspaper to be in the running

TO ENTER
SMS 0447 116 784

Text your name, address
and a Cash Code to
ensure entry is valid.

Send a separate SMS
for each Cash Code
- one entry per Cash Code.

Need help?
1300 851 419

CAULIFLOWER

New code next week! This month’s draw closes 30/04/23

Terms and conditions apply; SMS the weekly code word and your full name and full address to 0447 116 784.
Standard message rates apply. Ansible Pty Ltd Helpline 1300 851 419. Start Date: 27/02/2023 at 00:01 AEST.
Close Date: 28/05/2023 at 23:59 AEDT. Draw Dates: 03/04/23, 01/05/23 & 29/05/2023 at 10:00 AEDT. Total

Prize Value up to a Maximum of: $30,000.00 ($10,000 per draw). Entry is open to residents of Australia 18 years
of age or older. One entry per person per codeword. ACT: TP 23/00103 NSW: NTP/05850. By entering, you

consent to the Terms and Conditions available from Australian Community Media. For full terms and conditions
see standard.net.au/cashcode

standard.net.au/cashcode



NEWS
FridayApril 28, 2023THE STANDARD6 standard.net.au

Swap your old
hat for a new one
PRE-LOVED hats and fas-
cinators gathering dust are
getting a new lease on life
with a Warrnambool bou-
tique helping pass them on
to new owners in time for the
May Racing Carnival.

With less than a week until
the popular carnival, Warr-
nambool boutique Phinc is
stocking and selling people's
pre-loved headwear with
the original owner receiving
a store credit once it is pur-
chased.

Phinc owner Tracey Togni
said the credit could go to-
wards purchasing a new item
such as clothing or shoes or
another pre-loved hat from
the selection.

She said some women
purchased a pre-loved hat to
wear to the carnival and then
resold it the next year.

"It means people can
change up their hat," Ms
Togni said. "You'll buy a hat

but you're not going to wear
it every season, you might
share it, but sometimes
they sit in your wardrobe so
you're better off to change
them over and you can pick
up another one."

The headwear is used
to create new looks for a

fraction of the hat's original
price, with some new owners
tweaking it to suit their cho-
sen outfit or colour palette.

The sustainable initiative
ensured the items were be-
ing used and loved by some-
one else rather than sitting
unused at home, she said.

Ms Togni said the initiative
was in its third year and had
proven popular. "One wom-
an brought in five hats and
she's sold three of them," she
said. "At the end of it we'll
total it all up. She might have
$150 to buy a new pair of
shoes."

Warrnambool

BYMADELEINEMCNEIL

BUSINESS

Warrnambool's Phinc is stocking and selling people's pre-loved headwear in the lead-up
to the May Racing Carnival. Any unsold items are returned to the original owner.
Pictured is owner Tracey Togni with one of the hats for sale. Picture by Sean McKenna

TODAY
LAUNCH: Hamilton Per-

forming Arts Centre 2023
season launch, 4pm-7pm.

FESTIVAL: Koroit Irish
Festival, various venues,
runs until Sunday.

DANCE: Silence, Light-
house Theatre, 7.30pm-
8.30pm.

TOMORROW
MOTOCROSS: Junior Vic-

torian Motocross Title, Lake
Gillear Motocross Track,
racing from 10am Saturday
and Sunday.

FOOTBALL: Hampden,
North Warrnambool Eagles
v Cobden, Bushfield Recre-
ation Reserve, 2pm. Warr-
nambool and district, Nir-
randa v Merrivale, Nirranda
Recreation Reserve, 2.20pm.

BASKETBALL: Big V,
ARC Stadium, Warrnambool
Mermaids from 5.30pm,
Warrnambool Seahawks
from 7.30pm.

SUNDAY
MUSIC: Lee Morgan, Ho-

tel Warrnambool, from 3pm.
ANZAC: Service, Orford

Memorial Hall, 11am fol-

lowed by barbecue lunch.
SOCCER: Warrnambool

Wolves v Warrnambool
Rangers, Harris Street Re-
serve, from 3pm.

ENVIRONMENT: Shear-
water walk and talk, Griffiths
Island, 11am-noon.

TUESDAY
HORSES: May Racing

Carnival, Warrnambool
Racecourse, runs Tuesday
toThursday.

WEDNESDAY
GREYHOUNDS: Warr-

nambool Cup 2023, War-
rnambool Showgrounds,
gates from 5pm.

Touch of green for
Irish celebration
Region
WHAT'S ON

– LILLIAN ALTMAN

The Koroit Irish Festival
kicked off with a book club
on Thursday. The festival
runs until Sunday.
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Community Information
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Date: Tuesday 2ndMay 2023

Location: Port Fairy Community House at Railway Place

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Take the hassle out of finding your next car.
Go to CountryCars.com.au to find your
dream car today. With constantly changing
stock and open 24/7, why would you go
any where else?

Quick
Simple
Now
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Cannon Hill
not new idea
for gallery
INA case of history repeating
itself, it seems building an art
gallery at Cannon Hill is not
a new concept with the idea
first mooted for the city in
the 1970s.

The proposed move could
have seen an art gallery in-
corporated into a 1000-seat
performing arts centre on
the prominent site.

But the idea didn't take
off after the mayor of the day
used his casting vote which
saw the town hall renovated
and expand into what is now
known as the Lighthouse
Theatre rather than move to
a new facility.

The current Warrnambool
City Council is investigating
the possibility of building a
new art gallery on the top of

Cannon Hill with a business
case into the site under way.

The 4-3 vote of council
to do a $100,000-plus busi-
ness case on the Cannon
Hill site caused backlash
from the community with
multiple petitions attracting
thousands of signatures and
a 'Hands off Cannon Hill'
bumper sticker campaign.
A petition in support of the
idea attracted 500 signatures.

According to the book
detailing Warrnambool's
history,ByTheseWe Flourish,
theauthors wrote in the late
1970s the search for a site for
a new art complex consid-
ered 20 locations including
Caramut Road, Sherwood
Park and CannonHill.

But the suggestion of Can-
non Hill, the book says, was
opposed by a vocal council-
lor, as well as then-Member
for Warrnambool Ian Smith

and a "considerable body
of public opinion" includ-
ing a petition signed by
500 people.

Mr Smith, now 83, said
he no longer recalled much
of the debate but as a local
member would have been
lobbying for it not to be on
Cannon Hill. "It's quite an
iconic site ... you wouldn't
want to pollute it much fur-
ther," he said.

"You don't want to have
sprawling asphalt all over the
place to provide car parking."

Former town clerk Vern
Robson said one of the
suggestions was to build a
1000-seat performing arts
centre on the top of Cannon
Hill which incorporated an
art gallery and underground
car park. "That was all part
of the debate at the time,"
he said.

The need for a conference

facility, upgraded perfor-
mance space and bigger art
gallery were all on the agen-
da. At the time the gallery
was outgrowing the former
bank building on the corner
of Kepler and Timor streets.

And the town hall was in
dire need of an upgrade with
performers having to change
in tents erected at the side
of the venue and there were

no proper toilet facilities. "It
was really a disgrace. You
couldn't describe it any other
way," Mr Robson said.

When, in about 1977,
the town hall was declared
unsafe, councillors' focus
turned to preserving the old
town hall's ornate ceiling
which was more than 100
years old. "A lot of people
loved the old town hall and

they loved the old ceiling,"
Mr Robson said.

The mayor's casting vote
sealed the future of a new
performing arts centre on
the current site and saved
the ornate ceiling. "It was a
very controversial debate,"
Mr Robson said.

But the biggest focus for
ratepayers' groups was the
cost of having a new facility

Warrnambool

BY KATRINA LOVELL

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

CMM29573CP

Community Information
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Date: Tuesday 2ndMay 2023

Location: Port Fairy Community House at Railway Place

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au
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Bus half an hour after last race every day Return
to Lighthouse Theatre 11pm

Live music every
night from 8.30

Calcutta
Wednesday night

Meals available
booking essential
5569 2391

ON SALE MON 24TH APRIL - THU 11TH MAY 2023.

SUPER POWER PORTABLE
JUMP STARTERS

Lightweight & compact.
LED work light.

2.4Amp USB power supply.
800AMP VJS800 $99.99

1200AMP VJS1200 $119.99
1700AMP VJS1700 $169

BOSTON CARPET FLOOR MATS
Superior carpet. Carpet heel pad.

Anti-slide backing. BGD727
ALSO AVAILABLE

SET OF 3 SW732 $19
REAR 1 PIECE
SW733 $12.99

EASY TOUCH UNIVERSAL
SMARTPHONE MOUNTS
Easy one touch lock/release.

Universal mounting/adjustable viewing.
DASH & WINDSHIELD MOUNT

HLCRIO171 $38.39
VENT & FLUSH MOUNT

HLCRIO172 $39.99
MINI DASH MOUNT
HLCRIO128 $31.99

Qi WIRELESS DASH
& WINDSHIELD MOUNT

HLCRIO142 $79.99
*PHONE NOT INCLUDED

BUTTERFLY
UNIVERSAL MOUNT

CAMERA WITH GUIDE
LINES

Can be used as a
front view, rear view
or reverse camera.

Image flip for
universal fitment

G30CL

ALCOSENSE
BREATHALYSERS
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKETED PRICE.

SELECTED AEROSOLS
BRAKLEEN 500G 5089 $12.69 CLEAN-R-CARB 400G 5081 $13.49

MASS AIR FLOW SENSOR CLEANER 300G 5014 $23.24 CONTACT CLEANER 150G 2015 $20.24
DRY GLIDE 150G 3040 $19.49 BELT GRIP 400G 3081 $20.99 DE-SQUEAK 300G 5080 $20.24
BATTERY TERMINAL PROTECTOR 300G 5098 $16.49 GASKET STRIPPER 300G 5021 $19.49

TAC2 ADHESIVE LUBRICANT 300G 5035 $17.99

PENRITE
2.5L GEAR
OILS
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR
TICKETED PRICE.

Australia’s Best AUTAUTAUTO B

$1269
eafrom

$3199
eafrom

$19set of 4
$4874
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25%
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$10save

$69save
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Australia’s Best
AUTO BARGAINSAUTO BARGAINSAUTO BARGAINS

103131 FROM $149

SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKETED PRICE.EXCLUDES GIFT BUCKETS, VALUE PACKS,MINIATURE SIZES & CLEARANCE PRODUCTS.
STORE STOCK ONLY.

SYN-X 5000 5W40 5LFull synthetic. Suits a range of latemodel 4WD, SUV & passenger petrol, LPG ordiesel engines. API SN/ CF ACEA A3/B4. 60537
NON MEMBER PRICE $69.99
LIMIT 2 PER CUSTOMER.NO RAINCHECKS. IN STORE ONLY.

K&N RANGEAIR FILTERS,OIL FILTERS& CLEANINGACCESSORIES
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKETED PRICE.

EYON GLIDEWIPER BLADEASSEMBLY
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKETED PRICE.

white.
r bulb.
hicles.
999001
ERSION
M $134

AKERLIGHTADES
ETED PRICE.

MOTHERS
CAR CARE

RANGE
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKETED PRICE.

103131 FROM $149

CENTURY HI
PERFORMANCE
BATTERIES
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKETED PRICE.

0

15%
off

20%
off

25%
off

$25save
MEMBER
PRICE

55% OFF

$2999
ea

MEMBER PRICE

*BONUS FIRST CALIBRATION
(6 MONTHS AFTER PURCHASE).
VALUED AT $45. POSTAGE
NOT INCLUDED. MUST PROVIDE
PROOF OF PURCHASE UPON
REGISTRATION TO REDEEM.

$9999
eafrom

3. UNLESS SOLD OUT.

WINDSCREEN
CLEANER 600ML
Removes all road fil

6000K pure
2000 lumens pe
Suits 12V/24V veh
Shock resistant.
HEADLIGHT CONVEKIT FROM $189 DIRECT FIT FROM

J.W.SPEAHEADLUPGRA
SAVINGS OFF REGULAR TICKE

$30save50save

INSIDE!
DON’T
MISS
THE

SAVINGS!
CATALOGUE

autobarn.com.au
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

SKIPBIN, 1 to 18 M3 
bins, waste removal, 
commercial, residential. 
Contact Kelcar 0417 
018 874.

FOR HIRE

DOG kennel, large solid 
wooden, never used; 
$100. 0427 231 349.

FOR SALE

ELECTRONIC

Interested in 
receiving

the Observer
2 times a week on
your PC or iPad?

www.spec.com.au
click on epaper
Observer button

WESTERN 
ZONE LOBSTER 
QUOTA & POTS

700kg quota
@ $687 per kilo

Pots
@ $440 per pot
Ph 0438 837 587

DECEASED estate, 
many household 
items. 8 Stone Street, 
Heywood, Saturday and 
Sunday, 9am - 5pm.

GARAGE SALE

LIVESTOCK & PETS

ANTENNA installations 
and service, including 
TV wall mounting, TV 
points and tuning. Call 
Peter Logan 0419 368 
711.

WORK WANTED

O
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23

Arborists/Climbers
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No obligation Free Quote

Shaun Clark
0408 087 901

Your local 

WORK WANTED

CONCRETING, all 
types. B.M. Jennings 
Concreting, phone 
Brent 0424 934 721.

TREES TOP 
T E C H N I C I A N S . 
Arborist. Free quotes 
and advice. PORTLAND 
0422 228 766.

HEALING Energy 
Massage and 
Naturopathic clinic, 
deep tissue, relaxation, 
pregnancy massage, 
Indian head massage, 
ear candling, foot 

Paula 0429 487 342.

HEALTH & BEAUTY

DEATH

DEATH

FUNERAL

Add  COLOUR
to your ad to make 

it stand out

Place your ad in the  

Phone 5522 3000

In loving MEMORY
of those who are  

forever in our 
hearts

Our photographers capture memorable moments and great images all year round. 
Get a copy to remember it always

Memories on the Mantle

OLE2312517

admin@observer.net.au

All published & unpublished photos available from
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Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan 

for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a 

community information session to outline the proposed exploration 

activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
the project team, learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions 
and provide feedback.

Date: Wednesday 31 May

Location: Portland Yacht Club

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au
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Irish spirit flows through
the streets of Koroit

MORE than a year ago, the Consul General
of the United States of America was driving
along the Great Ocean Road when she spot-
ted a Koroit Irish Festival sign.

The Melbourne-based Kathleen Lively
took it as a sign to attend the festival in 2023.

"I came back to the consulate and I said
'they've got an Irish festival, have you ever
been?' They said no and I said 'we're going
to go next year'," she told The Standard. Ms
Lively said Koroit was a tight-knit and wel-
coming community. "They're so happy to
have guests and talk to people from near and
far," she said.

The festival held a book club session on
Thursday before its opening night on Friday,
with festivities including Irish sports and
music and competitions across the rest of
the weekend.

It has become a gathering not just for peo-
ple from the south-west and interstate, but
Irish expats.

Lorraine Monaghan, who lives in Ade-
laide, attended with a group of disability
carers, and her sister, Sinead, who travelled
fromDublin.

"When I was over here last year at the fes-
tival I got so emotional in the pub one night
I had to leave," Lorraine said. "I was crying
because the songs remindedme of home."

Koroit

BY LILLIAN ALTMAN

COMMUNITY

Jameson, 14, Dylan, Leanne and Bradley Wood took part in the street
procession. Jameson won the Australia's most Irish name competition.

Greta Murphy, 7, from Melbourne proudly wearing an Irish for a day
sash.

Consul General of
the United States of
America Kathleen
Lively in the street
procession alongside
Paddy Kelly. Pictures
by Eddie Guerrero

ruralbookshop.com.au

How to order
ONLINE www.ruralbookshop.com.au EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au

PHONE 1800 025 308 POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 399, North Richmond, NSW, 2754.
(Money order or cheque made payable to Rural Bookshop) All prices include GST, postage and handling.

WOODSTOCK: FARM, FOOD AND
FAMILY
Jennifer Congdon
Woodstock’ follows the seasons
through the year on a family farm in
the Southern Riverina, NSW, while
exploring the farm’s history and its
people. It features recipes that were
and still are, associated with the work
and life on the land.

$60.00
NOT JUST JAM: THE FAT PIG
FARM BOOK OF PRESERVES,
PICKLES & SAUCES
Matthew Evans
Use this book as your launching pad, then
adjust the combinations to suit the place
you call home. Its all about harnessing the
harvest, making real food from scratch
and feeling great about what you feed
your family and friends.

$47.00
WHITE HORSES
Rachael Treasure

Following the disappearance of
her mother when she was a young
child, Drift has been raised by her
father, growing up to work alongside
him as an itinerant cattle drover
along the beautiful coastline of
remote Western Australia.

$28.99

THE ART OF PRESERVING (DVD)
Peter Ford

Preserving is an art form which has
been practised for many years.
However with the event of mass-
produced food available on demand
we are losing the art and techniques
passed on from previous generations
of preserving food.

$35.00

MOONLIGHT AND THE PEARLER’S
DAUGHTER
Lizzie Pook
Western Australia, 1886: As the pearling ships
return to Bannin Bay after a long diving season,
twenty-year-old Eliza Brightwell nervously
awaits the arrival of her father’s boat. But when
his lugger finally limps in, it brings with it a tale
of tragedy: Charles Brightwell, master pearler,
has gone missing at sea.

$40.99
A BASKET BY THE DOOR
Sophie Hansen
Nothing says ‘I love you, I’ve got you and I’m
here’ better than a parcel of food you’ve taken
the time to make, wrap and deliver. So, season
by season, here are 130 recipes to cook for
loved ones who might be moving house, busy
with a newborn, celebrating a milestone,
recovering after illness, grieving, or just in need
of a little love and appreciation.

$51.99

CMM29573CP

Community Information
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Date: Tuesday 2ndMay 2023

Location: Port Fairy Community House at Railway Place

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Whether buying or selling, you are connected to a wide
range of farmers, dealers, products and brands

Your online marketplace
for all things Ag
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A MAJOR pharmacy reform
allowing residents to buy
twice as many medications
for the price of one script has
Camperdown pharmacists
fearing a medicine shortage
in the south-west.

Health minister Mark
Butler last month said a
60-day supply of 320 med-
ications, rather than the
current 30-day supply,
would be made available
from September.

He said the changeswould
effectively halve the cost of
medications treating chron-
ic conditions such as heart
disease, cholesterol, Crohn's
disease and hypertension.

But Sarah Venn and Sarah
Baker, who own Camper-
down Pharmacy andThe Lit-
tle Pharmacy & Shoe Shop,
said the changes would
decrease regional patients'
access to healthcare.

"To implement something
like this so quickly, you have
to get all of these medicines

into Australia. The whole
supply chain is not cracked
up for 300-plus medicines
and the shortages will be gi-
gantic," Ms Venn said.

She said there were al-
ready about 400 medica-
tions listed as being in short
supply. "We already spend
hours each week trying to
ensure our pharmacy has
enough medication for our
customers," Ms Venn said.
"Sixty-day dispensing means
there could be astronomical
shortages."

Ms Venn said keeping
larger quantities of medi-
cations at home could also
cause confusion and was a
risk to "everyone, especially
children".

"Accidental overdoses can
lead to hospital admissions
and we don't want to be part
of that problem," she said.

Ms Baker said the pro-
posed changes would also
inevitably reduce revenue to
pharmacies.

"A cut to healthcare is the
last thing we need in country

healthcare and will lead to
an increase in costs to ser-
vices pharmacies provide for
free or at a reduced cost, like
home delivery, blood pres-
sure management, vaccina-
tions and services to nursing
homes," she said.

"It will also result in job
losses unfortunately."

The health minister has
denied the changes would
affect medication supply,
stating only seven of the
proposed medications to be
listed had any supply issues.

Medication reform will lead to 'astronomical shortages'
Camperdown
HEALTH

Accused brothers in court
WARRNAMBOOL brothers
charged over their alleged
involvement in a string of
ram raids and burglaries
across the south-west have
now been charged with traf-
fickingmethamphetamine.

Luke and Kaine Moon
were arrested in March
and subsequently charged
with 19 offences, including
burglary, theft, criminal
damage, and theft from mo-

tor vehicles.
The charges relate to an al-

leged crime spree spanning
two months and involving
multiple burglaries, includ-
ing the theft of more than
$70,000 cash from a residen-
tial property and a ram raid
at the BP IGA Express on
Mortlake Road.

The brothers, aged 38 and
36, facedWarrnamboolMag-
istrates Court on Monday for
amention hearing.

An additional charge
of trafficking the drug ice
was laid against them three

days earlier.
The court heard the charge

reliedonallegedevidence re-
cordedonadashcam,aswell
as mobile phone records.

Tim Hancock, represent-
ing Kaine, said the prosecu-
tion had agreed all charges
could be heard in the magis-
trates court, and not a higher
court, despite the amount of
damage allegedly caused to
local businesses exceeding
$100,000.

He admitted his client was
also accused of stealing the
large quantity of cash as well

as vehicles of "significant
value".

Police allege the brothers
stole vehicles in burglaries
at two Warrnambool busi-
nesses before using them in
the alleged ram raid at the
BP service station and retail
store Cheap As Chips.

It is alleged the two bala-
clava-clad men reversed into
the Mortlake Road service
station just after midnight
on February 22 and failed to
steal an ATM.

The brothers are also
charged in relation to bur-

glaries at the Warrnambool
Football Netball Club and
Cobden Golf Club on Feb-
ruary 27, an attempted
burglary at a Dennington
service station on March 8, a
burglary and theft at residen-
tial property in Allansford's
Station Street on March 16,
and attempted burglaries at
a Mortlake Road laundromat
onMarch 18 and 29.

Lawyers for both men
asked magistrate Peter
Mellas on Monday for an
adjournment, which was
granted.

The brothers, who remain
in custody on remand, will
appear in the same court on
May 29 for a further men-
tion hearing.

Warrnambool police De-
tective Sergeant Andy Raven
previously toldThe Standard
the alleged offending caused
havoc in the middle of the
night and while innocent
victims were asleep.

"This has cost a lot of busi-
ness owners their livelihood
with cars being stolen and
extensive amounts of dam-
age caused," he said.

Warrnambool

BY JESSICA HOWARD

LAW AND ORDER

CMM29573CP

Community Information
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Date: Tuesday 2ndMay 2023

Location: Port Fairy Community House at Railway Place

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

ruralbookshop.com.au
How to order
ONLINE www.ruralbookshop.com.au EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au
PHONE 1800 025 308 POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 399, North Richmond, NSW, 2754.
(Money order or cheque made payable to Rural Bookshop) All prices include GST, postage and handling.

COUNTY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
CLASSICS
Country Women’s Association
Traditional delights from the nation’s
favourite cooks. The cooking skills
of CWA members are legendary and
this collection brings together their
very best recipes.

$60.00

A NEW CODE
EVERY WEEK FOR
ANOTHER CHANCE!

THIS
WEEK’S

Buy the paper or read
Today’s Paper online

Get the weekly
CASH CODE

Enter via SMS
(text message)

1

2

3

Read your favourite ACM newspaper to be in the running

TO ENTER
SMS 0447 116 784

Text your name, address
and a Cash Code to
ensure entry is valid.

Send a separate SMS
for each Cash Code
- one entry per Cash Code.

Need help?
1300 851 419New code next week! This month’s draw closes 28/05/23

CARD IGAN

Terms and conditions apply; SMS the weekly code word and your full name and full address to 0447 116 784.
Standard message rates apply. Ansible Pty Ltd Helpline 1300 851 419. Start Date: 27/02/2023 at 00:01 AEST.
Close Date: 28/05/2023 at 23:59 AEDT. Draw Dates: 03/04/23, 01/05/23 & 29/05/2023 at 10:00 AEDT. Total

Prize Value up to a Maximum of: $30,000.00 ($10,000 per draw). Entry is open to residents of Australia 18 years
of age or older. One entry per person per codeword. ACT: TP 23/00103 NSW: NTP/05850. By entering, you

consent to the Terms and Conditions available from Australian Community Media. For full terms and conditions
see standard.net.au/cashcode

standard.net.au/cashcode
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Community Information    
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an 
Environment Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and is hosting a community information 
session to outline the proposed exploration activities and 
the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to 
come along to meet the project team, learn more about 
the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.

Date: Thursday 18 May 2023

Location:  King Island Town Hall

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

CHEESE STORE
Trading Hours:

Open MON, TUE, WED, FRI & SUN
10:30 AM - 4:30 PM

SPECIALS
Endeavour Blue 150g  $ 6.00

Phoques Cove Camembert 200g $ 7.00

Black Label Triple Cream Blue $ 8.00

Pepperberry Cheddar 300g $ 8.00

Special may vary in-store if stock is not availble.
P: (03) 6462 0947

 E: kid.store@saputo.com

869 North Road, Loorana
www.kingislanddairy.com.au

NO ORDINARY ISLAND.
NO ORDINARY CHEESE.

Did you know?
Newspapers are Tas-
mania’s most-trusted 
advertising medium, 
and consistently out-
perform radio, TV and 

digital when it comes to 
reader trust.

 TRY ADVERTISING 
THAT READERS 

TRUST.

Call James on 
0449 178 715 

or email
james.young@fontpublishing.com.au

Source:  
Think News Brands, 2021

Need 
Help?
Did you know the 

Courier reaches the 
equivalent of 75% of 

King Island’s pop- 
ulation? Advertise  

available positions in 
Courier Careers 

and ensure you are 
reaching the right 
people for your  

business.

james.young@fontpublishing.com.au  

Footy kicks off under warm autumn sun
KING ISLAND FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION

WE were blessed with a blazin’ hot 
Autumn Saturday to kick off the 2023 
KIFA season. 

This was a grand final replay with 
Grassy at home to North with a packed 
crowd around the ground. Both teams 
looked to have a fairly solid card with 
some fresh faces on both sides playing for 
the first time.

North got the first clearance, but it was 
quickly smothered and Grassy gained the 
first forward entry at the Netball court end 
and an early goal to Brandon Blomfield. 
Early on it looked a bit like an under 12’s 
match with a large pack following the ball 
as it ping-ponged across the field.

North found their first through Ned 
Hunter who got off a quick kick from the 
centre which went the full measure for a 
nice goal. A second comes shortly after 
through Justin Summers. 

Some good positioning and nice 
defensive marks came from both sides 
with most of the play in and around the 
centre until Jye Summers awarded a free 
and a 50-metre penalty for North’s third.

Grassy found their second through Tyler 
Rhodes kicking off the flank. Taylor Cook 
marked strongly in defence but couldn’t 
get it out and Grassy found their third to 
bring the score line back to a point. 

Grassy saw two rushed behinds go 
through before the term is out and went 
into quarter-time with a two-point lead. 
Momentum has swung a few times and 
has been a determining factor in the first 
quarter. 

Brandon is making a habit of opening 

goals and opened the second with a 
goal for Grassy, followed quickly by a 
Justin Summers point. North had some 
momentum at their end and new coach 
Dale Ellis goals from the pocket, shortly 
followed by a Ned goal from a 50-metre 
free. 

North scored another goal through Justin 
Summers again - are we in the matrix 
because the second quarter looks spookily 
like the first quarter. 

The score stays close when Tristan 
scored on the run from the pocket and 
Grassy gained some momentum back. The 
play opened more in the second quarter, 
but things became a little woolly when 
Jeremy Summers (Jez) pants’ tackled Craig 
Constable’s shorts down to his knees, who 
played on regardless, albeit with more of 
a shuffle. 

Tristan Forrest took a shot on goal from 
40 out close to halftime, which falls a bit 
short with Tyler Rhodes nearly taking 
a nice grab on the line, but it is rushed 
through for a behind. Grassy entered the 
halftime break 8 points up having the 
momentum in the final part of the second 
quarter, however, both teams look to be 
evenly matched.

Grassy is the first to go forward in the 
third quarter and Tyler Rhodes nabbed 
a behind from the north pocket. Jackson 
Taylor intercepted a kick out and delivered 
it to Jacob Flood for a point.

 It’s back and forth in the Grassy 
forward line until Charlie Warner 
intercepted to centre it, aimed for Jackson 
Taylor who ran to an open goal to succeed 
in hitting the post for a point. 

Jye Summers quickly took the ball out 
of a throw-in and through to Taylor Cook 

who ran out of the Grassy backline with 
a paddock ahead of him but passed off 
into a contested ball and Grassy found 
their way forward again. Most of the play 
of the third quarter was in the Grassy 
forward area and when North found their 
opportunities couldn’t get clean hands and 
looked a little lost. North’s new recruit 
Luke Graham got amongst the contested 
and found a goal at the Netherby Road 
end which marked a momentum switch 
and North began to see more play in 
their forward line but struggled to take 
full advantage. 

Alex Goldsmith and Tristan Forrest 
showed a good bit of athleticism in 
the centre for both sides and are both 
rewarded with goals. Tyler Hudson took 
a contested mark against Dale Ellis in 
North’s forward line, and Grassy used 
it to enter their forward line and had a 
shot on goal via Tyler Rhodes 40 out. 

He played on through the mark and 
found the goal. Grassy finished the 
quarter with a Tyler Rhodes pass-off to 
Freddy Tatawaqa for a nice goal to see 
them 10 points up at lemons. 

The final quarter started with Umpire 
Mark Enniss flattened on the centre 
square, but he was able to get up and 
the game continued. Shortly into the 
fourth quarter, Grassy requests a player 
number on the ground count and the 
game is stopped for appraisal.

 It is discovered that North indeed had 
an extra number on the ground and is 
penalised a free kick awarded to Dale 
Reed in the centre, who doesn’t muck 
around and thumped it through the 
goalposts.

 A battle of the big rig’s Jye Summers 

v Dale Reed in the Grassy goal square 
competed for an incoming ball, with a 
stalemate ensuing and eventually, the 
ball spills out for a behind. 

Accuracy has gone begging for both 
sides today, which we’ll chalk up to 
round-one jitters and a lack of match-
day practice for the season opener. 

Grassy threatened to run away with 
the quarter, pre-season fitness tested 
and the play opened up with a lot less 
running and a lot more passing off 
short kicks and fumbles. Tyler Rhodes 
lined up again from a free and banged it 
through. Grassy recruit Samuel Reeves 
is solid, in the back line and pushed 
the ball up into the centre on a regular 
basis. 

The afternoon cooled off with a little 
autumn chill coming in on the breeze, 
but the sun was still bright and the few 
clouds around were not enough to be 
threatening. Jackson Taylor got the ball 
up straight to Tristan Forrest who sent it 
forward for another goal. Grassy took a 
commanding lead of 35 points. Grassy’s 
‘fine wine’ Arnie Stellmaker is on the 
field debuting his 150th season with 
Grassy Seniors. 

The man doesn’t age. 
Ned still had some legs left but so did 

Jackson Taylor and it was a solid tussle 
between those two. Craig Constable’s 
shorts gave up and were around his knees 
yet again. 

The final siren went after Grassy put 
on a convincing final quarter, although 
with 19 behinds they might be on target 
practice this week while they leave North 
with a few things to think about heading 
into their bye round next week.
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Pharmacies
slam change

More to soil 
than dirt on 
the boots

Tourism 
app
launch

CMM29572CP

Community Information    
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an 
Environment Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and is hosting a community information 
session to outline the proposed exploration activities and 
the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to 
come along to meet the project team, learn more about 
the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.

Date: Thursday 18 May 2023

Location:  King Island Town Hall

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

FROM September Australians 
will be able to fill two months’ 
supply at the local pharmacy, 
rather than one, for 325 pre-
scription medicines.

This is expected to halve the 
cost of prescriptions.

Peak body representing phar-
macy owners, the Pharmacy 
Guild of Australia has been 
vocal in criticising the measure 
and said that this policy change 
will create medicine shortages 
and that pharmacies will suffer 
financial loss.

King Island has a large older 
and pensioner population and 
local pharmacist Mariam Mel-
ville explained that the govern-
ment’s rationale was to ease the 
cost of medications.

 “Locally PBS medica-
tions cost $7.30 and with the 
changes, essentially you could 
get two boxes for $7.30 for 
medications that are on the 
list. A doctor can write a pre-
scription how they want, but 
the change will say a 60-day 
supply with however many 
repeats they decide.  

“I was looking through the 
list, and most of the drugs I dis-
pense are on the list…Some 
people will get two boxes, and 
possibly some will get none.

“We don’t want to be put 
in a position where we decide 
who gets medication and who 

doesn’t,” she said.
Covid has impacted the sup-

ply of some medications and 
the island has the additional 
barrier of needing to order 
stocks to come in from off-is-
land and having them within 
use-by date, or special orders. 

“Supply has gotten bet-
ter over the last two months. 
Some items are out of stock 
but since the announcement, 
a lot has been out of stock. I 
think a lot of pharmacies might 
be worried that they won’t be 
carrying enough stock for their 
customers, I reckon they are or 
will try and stock up.”

A pharmacy gets paid after 
they have dispensed a PBS 
medication.

“So, a pharmacy will be pay-
ing out extra to get in extra 
shelf stock and then not get-
ting compensated for it and 
then you get compensated at 
the end of the month, or when 
you submit a claim,” Ms Mel-
ville said.

She also expressed concern 
that if a patient stockpiled that 
increases the risk of overmed-
ication or misuse. 

Another consequence is the 
customer will have less reason 
to visit the chemist shop.

Patients with chronic dis-
eases may reduce their phar-
macy visits by half which 

means the opportunity to 
sell other products sitting on 
shelves is also halved.

“A pharmacy is a business 
that sits with healthcare.”

The government has said the 
change is to reduce the pressure 
on GPs and shortages as well as 
reduce the cost of medications.

The Federal Government has 
assured the Pharmacy Guild 
that the $1.2 billion savings 
from allowing patients to fill 
two months’ supply of medi-
cines will be invested directly 
back into pharmacies. 

The scope of pharmacy prac-
tice is under review in 2023 and 
substantial healthcare reform is 
on the federal agenda. 

Community pharmacists are 
increasingly providing services 
traditionally delivered by GPs, 
however, this push to expand 
pharmacy practice is meeting 
resistance from medical prac-
tices and their peak bodies.  

King Island pharmacy does 
not administer Covid, flu and 
traveller vaccines which are 
provided in off-island chem-
ists and trials in other states 
including allowing pharma-
cists to dispense oral contra-
ception and antibiotics over the 
counter. Overseas nurse prac-
titioners are employed within 
pharmacies and provide routine 
procedures and services.

CRADLE Coast NRM is running a King Island Soils 
Day on Friday, May 19. The statewide Soil Extension 
Program delivers soil extension activities that focus 
on the importance of soil health and improved soil 
management, as well as supporting farmers and land 
managers to utilise the knowledge gained through 
soil testing. Central to the program is working 
alongside industry and other soil extension activities 
to value add to soil health management work rather 
than duplicate efforts.

The King Island Day will be led by Nick Jamson, 
soil extension officer for Cradle Coast NRM.  Nick is 
an environmental scientist with experience in the 
fields of soil science, land rehabilitation and natural 
resource management.

The day will involve a field and shed session 
covering topics like soil fertility, pH, nutrients, 
biology, fertilisers, and soil biology amendments. 
Jason Lynch from Pinion Advisory, a national 
Agribusiness consulting group will also be 
presenting. 

The event commences at 9.30 am at the 
Brewhouse, 36 Lancaster Road Pegarah and then the 
afternoon session will be nearby out in the field.

 All producers, agribusiness and those interested in 
soil health. increased productivity and environment 
are invited to attend.

Cradle Coast NRM Soil Extension Program 
officer Nick Jamson gets down and dirty.

TOURISM Tasmania has devel-
oped an app to help visitors 
get the most out of their stay 
and understand the breadth of 
tourism offerings available. 
The Discover Tasmania App dis-
plays events, activities, accommo-
dation, places to see, and things to 
eat and drink throughout the state.

Tourism operators are encour-
aged to register their businesses 
on the ATDW database which 
will allow operators to easily pro-
mote their business and events 
on numerous digital platforms 
including Discover Tasmania 
and Tourism Australia Australia.
com and the new app. Go to tour-
ismtasmania.com.au and follow 
the links Australian Tourism Data 
Warehouse.

Premier Jeremy Rockliff said it 
would help travellers and locals 
discover products and experi-
ences, as well as connect visitors 
direct with businesses.

The Discover Tasmania 
App is available to down-
load for free on Google Play 
or the Apple App Store. 
Tourism Tasmania will drive 
awareness and encourage trav-
ellers to download the app, with 
a campaign commencing in May 
and aligning with the Off Season.

The Tourism Tasmania’s Off 
Season winter marketing cam-
paign is now launched interstate.
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Community Information    
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an 
Environment Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program and is hosting a community information 
session to outline the proposed exploration activities and 
the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to 
come along to meet the project team, learn more about 
the proposed activity, ask questions and provide feedback.

Date: Thursday 18 May 2023

Location:  King Island Town Hall

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

CURRIE
CARGOES

PTY LTD

Do you need to bring

FREIGHT
from Melbourne 
to King Island?

A local King Island business 
can help you with this.

All enquiries to our agent:

Jim McKenzie Agencies
www.mckenzieagencies.com

info@curriecargoes.com
2 Shaw St, Currie

6462 1415

Mark your freight with:
“Your Name, King Island”

and deliver to:
Searoad Logistics

Lane 3, 52 Empress Road
Building 2A, Port Melbourne

Open 7.00am - 2.00pm, Mon - Fri

Blythe Star mystery put to rest
AN investigation by CSIRO 
research vessel (RV) Investiga-
tor has confirmed the location 
of the wreck of the MV Bly-
the Star.

“The 44-metre motor vessel 
(MV) Blythe Star was a coastal 
freighter that disappeared off 
Tasmania nearly 50 years ago,” 
the CSIRO said.

“The vessel was travelling 
from Hobart to Grassy King 
Island when, on 13 October 
1973, it suddenly capsized and 
sank off the southwest coast of 
Tasmania.

“All 10 crew members were 
able to escape the sinking ves-
sel into an inflatable life raft.

“Three crew members died 
before the survivors were res-
cued 12 days later on 24 Octo-
ber 1973.”

The disappearance of the 
MV Blythe Star sparked the 
largest maritime search ever 
conducted in Australia to that 
time. No trace of the vessel was 
ever found by the searchers.

The King Island News 
reported in 1973, “The Blythe 
Star, built at Le Havre France 
in 1947 for Norwegian own-
ers, her original name the Tan-
dik, was brought to Australian 
waters in 1959 and renamed the 
Blythe Star to replace a vessel 
of the same name which burned 
out.”

 The ship was formerly an 
explosives carrier and did not 
carry livestock. It was initially 
chartered for three months by 

Dung
beetle
boost
OVER the past few months a 
program to increase dung beetle 
numbers in Tasmania’s grazing 
regions has been underway.

A monitoring and redistri-
bution program run by Cra-
dle Coast Authority Natural 
Resource Management is aim-
ing to help re-establish dung 
beetles in areas where numbers 
have declined.

Peak activity for the Blue 
Bomber or Geotrupes spiniger 
tunnelling dung beetles has come 
and gone for this year.

While there are still a few late 
emerging beetles flying at dawn 
and dusk, the advent of cooler 
weather, particularly night time 
minimum temperatures, has her-
alded their retreat for the wetter 
months.

From monitoring their num-
bers at one site near Ridgley 
in North West Tasmania from 
December 2022 through to late 
April this year, emergence of G. 
spiniger in summer appeared to 
be a few weeks later than usual, 
which resulted in them perse-
vering a little later into autumn.

 Slightly cooler than average 
temperatures through November 
and December last year likely 
played a role in this, as larval 
development of beetles in the 
soil profile is in part driven by 
soil temperatures. 

A program by the Cradle 
Coast Authority NRM around 
the region is aiming to identify 
grazing districts where this vig-
orous species of tunnelling dung 
beetle has declined.

the Tasmanian Government 
following a supply crisis for 
the King Island trade while the 
government sourced a new ship 
to replace the King Islander 
which had ceased servicing 
the island and had been sold. 

“The government added a 
month to the contract and then 
the charter was extended to six 
months. The charter extension 
was reported as “…a greatly 
needed relief.” 

In the week prior to its dis-
appearance, the Tasmanian 
Government announced that 
it intended to buy the Blythe 
Star when the six-month char-
ter on the ship ran out. The 
ship delivered general cargo, 

fertiliser and explosives for 
the scheelite mine unloading 
at both Naracoopa and Grassy 
and was from time to time char-
tered by King Island Dairy and 
linked the island to Melbourne 
and Tasmanian ports.  

When she was three days 
overdue on her voyage from 
Hobart, the search included 
a massive RAAF sweep over 
waters south of King Island then 
northeast and west. A RAAF 
Dakota and Hawker - Siddley 
Navigation Trainer were sent 
from Sale and an Orion from 
South Australia. 

A CSIRO release said, 
“The location of the MV Bly-
the Star was confirmed by 

RV Investigator on 12 April 
2023 during a 38-day research 
voyage to study a submarine 
landslide off the west coast of 
Tasmania. This voyage, which 
was led by the University of 
Tasmania, included a piggyback 
project to investigate an uniden-
tified shipwreck that had been 
pinpointed by fishing vessels 
and previous seafloor surveys 
in the region. 

“Piggyback projects use 
resources already allocated to 
a voyage to collect additional 
useful or important data for 
national benefit.

“The investigation by 
RV Investigator involved the 
systematic mapping of the 

unidentified shipwreck using 
multibeam echo sounders and 
then a visual inspection using 
two underwater camera sys-
tems. The mapping data and 
video imagery collected by 
RV Investigator was able to con-
firm that the shipwreck was the 
MV Blythe Star.

“The wreck of the MV Blythe 
Star is located approximately 
10.5 kilometres west of South 
West Cape, Tasmania and lies 
in 150 metres of water. The 
investigation showed the ves-
sel is intact and sitting upright 
on the seafloor, with its bow 
pointing northwest. The visual 
inspection using the underwa-
ter cameras was able to identify 

key features to confirm the 
wreck was the MV Blythe Star. 
This included identifying part 
of the vessel name – ‘STAR’ – 
on the ship’s bow.

“The wreck was covered 
with a minimal growth of 
algae and seaweed, and some 
structures showed signs of 
damage, particularly on the 
stern. Most notably, the ves-
sel’s wheelhouse is no longer 
present. Various marine life 
was observed on and around 
the wreck including crayfish, 
schools of fish and several fur 
seals, which were filmed swim-
ming around the wreck.

“The data from the project 
have been provided to state 
and national maritime heritage 
agencies as part of the report-
ing process for the Australasian 
Underwater Cultural Heritage 
Database (AUCHD). It’s hoped 
that the mapping and video 
footage gathered may provide 
additional information to help 
answer questions about what 
caused the vessel to sink.

“The outcomes of the proj-
ect have been shared with key 
stakeholders including mem-
bers of the Blythe Star Memo-
rial Group, which will hold an 
event in Hobart during October 
this year to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the tragedy.

MV Blythe Star docked in 
Hobart.

Picture: QUEEN VICTORIA 
MUSEUM, AUCHD.
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Will budget
deliver for
south-west?
THERE is a long list of pro-
jects waiting for funding
across the south-west as the
state budget approaches,
but with election promises
to deliver and government
debt levels mounting, are
any of them likely to feature
on Tuesday?

Last year's budget brought
funding across a range of
areas - $250 million for new
VLocity trains, $39 million
to rebuild Camperdown's
Merindah Lodge aged care
home, $12 million for Budj
Bim, $7 million for school
upgrades, and some modest
road funding - but all the
high priority projects ear-
marked by local MPs and
councils were overlooked.

Top of the list was The
Lookout drug and alcohol
rehabilitation centre in
Warrnambool, which would
need up to $36 million, but
has consistently missed out
on funding for five years de-
spite being "shovel ready".

Warrnambool's crumbling
breakwater, which needs
at least $8 million, was also
overlooked, as was the $10
million plan to renovate

Koroit's main street. The
successful scheme providing
tens of thousands of dollars
to local farmers to build
cattle underpasses, was also
scrapped amid deep cuts to
the Department of Agricul-
ture.

Since the 2022 budget
the Warrnambool Surf Life
Saving Club has finalised its
$12 million plan to replace
its dilapidated facility, which
earnedafundingpledgefrom
the opposition in the lead up
to November's election, but
never got Labor backing.

The Andrews government
mademany of its own pledg-
es throughout the south-west
before the election, which it
will have to account for on
Tuesday. Cutting the price
of V/Line tickets from nearly
$80 to just $9.20 is expected
to cost the government more
than $200 million over the
next four and a bit years.

Labor also pledged more
than $23 million for south-
west school upgrades, $5
million for a Building Inno-
vation and Design Centre
at Warrnambool's Deakin
campus, a share of $116 mil-
lion for a new tech school at
South West TAFE, and a $5.5
million PET scanner for the
Warrnambool Base Hospital.

Both Daniel Andrews and
Treasurer Tim Pallas have
lowered public expectations
about the coming budget,
with the Premier warning
"very difficult measures"
were on the way, which
makes any funding beyond
election commitments un-
likely.

But both Moyne and Co-
rangamite Shire councils
have said they're hopeful
of extra funding for refur-
bishing the arterial roads
managed by the state gov-
ernment. South West Coast
MP Roma Britnell has also
pushed for more funding for
the roads.

Warrnambool City Coun-
cil is looking for at least $10
million to fund its transfor-
mation of Brierly Recreation
Reserve and is in the early
stages of a multi-million
dollar plan for overhauling
AquaZone, for which it has
pushed for funding for years.

The government has in-
vested more than $1 million
in temporary housing for
essential workers, as well as
nearly $30 million for social
housing in Warrnambool,
but the latest data shows
more south-west residents
on the verge of homelessness
than ever before.

Last year's state budget ignored some long-awaited south-west projects, but are they
likely to get funding from a debt-ridden government in 2023?

Region

BY BEN SILVESTER
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Community Information
Session
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Sessions:

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Warrnambool
Archie GrahamCommunity Centre
Monday 29thMay
6 - 8pm

Port Fairy
Star of theWest Hotel
Tuesday 30thMay
6 - 8pm
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School to get $5m revamp
AN ELECTION promise
for a $5 million upgrade of
Warrnambool's Our Lady
Help of Christians school
will go ahead after funding
was set aside in Tuesday's
state budget.

Principal Stephen Mad-
den welcomed the commit-
ment which will mean its
senior pupils can eventually
move out of the portable
classrooms.

"We'll build purpose-built
boomerang-shaped grade 5
and grade 6 classrooms with
a gathering space," Mr Mad-
den said.

The school is busting at the
seams with enrolment over
the past 10 years going from
290 pupils to 480 next year.

"It's grown significantly,"
MrMadden said.

He said it was now the
third biggest Catholic pri-
mary school in the diocese
which runs from the ocean
to theMurray River.

Warrnambool's St Joseph's
Primary School is the big-
gest and Mildura the sec-
ond biggest.

The new grade 5 and 6
wing will be built on the
school's basketball court so
it doesn't interfere with the
operation of the school.

It would also replace
three of the four portable

classrooms which currently
housed the senior pupils,
Mr Madden said, with the
school planning to retain the
newest portable for now.

The new building is stage
two of the development plan

for the school which started
with a junior wing that was
built in 2018.

Stage three will include
a new administration area,
library and classrooms for its
grades three and four pupils.

Mr Madden said the
school held its prep parent
information night this week,
but staff had to clear out the
library to do that.

"We don't have a room
to put people. Staff meet-

ings are still in classrooms,"
he said.

Mr Madden said the staff
room was built to cater for a
school that had a population
of 200 and it was now more
than double that.

The school has about 60
staff working full-time and
part-time.

Mr Madden said it was
also exploring the option of
having a kinder on-site in
future years.

He said it was something
the school would have to
explore with the state gov-
ernment's childcare reforms
coming into effect with an
increase in three-year-old
kinder hours.

Mr Madden said now that
Warrnambool's schools all
came under the one parish,
there were no school zones.

"It's a perfect storm for us
in terms of growth - it just
gives us some challenges in
terms of logistics," he said.

Member for Western
Victoria Jacinta Ermacora
said the government was
supporting low-fee schools
because it had a priority
of supporting all children
regardless of where they
were learning.

Labor MP Jacinta Ermacora confirms Our Lady Help of Christians school will get its promised funding, which was
welcomed by principal Stephen Madden and school captains Finn Byrne and Lara Janesch. Picture by Anthony Brady

Warrnambool

BY KATRINA LOVELL
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Community Information
Session
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Sessions:

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Warrnambool
Archie GrahamCommunity Centre
Monday 29thMay
6 - 8pm

Port Fairy
Star of theWest Hotel
Tuesday 30thMay
6 - 8pm
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EMPLOYMENT

GENERAL

TO LET

SKIPBIN, 1 to 18 M3 
bins, waste removal, 
commercial, residential. 
Contact Kelcar 0417 
018 874.

FOR HIRE

Ph/Fax 5526 5455
finwaste@optusnet.com.au

FINWASTE

Waste 
Removal

We provide regular 
and reliable service to 
Portland, Heywood & 

surrounding areas

South West

O
LB

07
64

92
23

DomesticD

Garden 
Waste

Party Bin 
Hire

P

76
49

22
3

Mini 
Skip Bin 

Hire

Industrial

FOR HIRE

FOR SALE

DOG kennel, large solid 
wooden, never used; 
$100. 0427 231 349.

ELECTRONIC

Interested in 
receiving

the Observer
2 times a week on
your PC or iPad?

www.spec.com.au
click on epaper
Observer button

O
LB

03
64

89
23

#

More power and longer 
bar than the MS 170 for 
cutting bigger timber. 
Simple control lever. 
Anti-vibration system. 
Low-kickback chain.

Also available with 
additional features: 
MS 181 PETROL 
CHAINSAW $499

O
LB

03
64

5527 2266

24-26 Edgar Street
 HEYWOOD

PETROL
CHAINSAW

MS 180

RRP $349

FOR SALE

KING single bed, base 
adjustable, remote 
control, never used; 
paid $3600, sell $1600. 
0424 860 286.

FOR SALE

WESTERN 
ZONE LOBSTER 
QUOTA & POTS

700kg quota
@ $687 per kilo

Pots
@ $440 per pot
Ph 0438 837 587

DECEASED estate, 
many household 
items. 8 Stone Street, 
Heywood, Saturday and 
Sunday, 9am - 5pm.

GARAGE SALE

LIVESTOCK & PETS

LIVESTOCK & PETS

NOW HIRING
FULL-TIME

DIESEL MECHANIC
We are currently 

Experience in 

CASUAL TRUCK 
DRIVER

We are currently 
seeking a casual

HC licence essential 

A
S

or call 0459 914 437 

EMPLOYMENT

PAINTER, interior/
exterior, good local 
tradesman, neat and 
tidy, negotiable rates. 
0488 322 279.

SKIP BIN HIRE

COMMERCIAL

DOMESTIC

0417 018 874

Long or Short 
Term Hire

Sizes range from 
1 to 18m3

OKF18120723

TREES TOP 
T E C H N I C I A N S . 
Arborist. Free quotes 
and advice. PORTLAND 
0422 228 766.

O
LC

03
63

58
23

1783 Princes Hwy,
Heywood

5527 2188
www.woodrowe.com.au

Fully Accredited, 
Trained & Insured 
Arboriculturists

Free no 
obligation quote

Professionals

Complete 
Tree

Tree Trimming 
& Removal

VicRoads 
Pre ali ed 

Tra c 
Management

Forestry 
Mulcher

Stump Removal

ARBORICULTURAL 
SPECIALISTS

ANTENNA installations 
and service, including 
TV wall mounting, TV 
points and tuning. Call 
Peter Logan 0419 368 
711.

CONCRETING, all 
types. B.M. Jennings 
Concreting, phone 
Brent 0424 934 721.

WORK WANTED

WORK WANTED

WORK WANTED MEETINGS

HEALING Energy 
Massage and 
Naturopathic clinic, 
deep tissue, relaxation, 
pregnancy massage, 
Indian head massage, 
ear candling, foot 

Paula 0429 487 342.

HEALTH & BEAUTY

CHURCHES

Classifieds sell
5522 3000

Add  
COLOUR
to your ad to make it  

stand out

THIS SPACE COULD BE 
YOURS IN ANY OF OUR 

PUBLICATIONS
GREAT DEALS AVAILABLE

DID THIS 
CATCH YOUR

Contact Jenny P: 5551 3842

SL
A0

42
22

16

CMM29646CP

Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan 

for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a 

community information session to outline the proposed exploration 

activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
the project team, learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions 
and provide feedback.

Date: Wednesday 31 May

Location: Portland Yacht Club

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

FOR RENT

OLE2637021

125 Percy Street, Portland VIC 3305 
P: 5523 3822

135 Must St, Portland $430pw(neg)

9 Juliani Plc, Portland $400pw

OLE2612517

ARE YOU A PLUMBER?
LOOKING FOR A NEW 
CHALLENGE?
Southern Victorian Plumbing requires 
a full time plumber to assist with their 
expanding domestic and commercial 
plumbing services in the Warrnambool 
region.

This role requires the appropiate  
trade qualifications, a strong customer 
focussed work ethic, a capacity to work  
with others and a strong sense of 
initiative.

Send your application to: Darren Smith
darren@svplumbing.com.au

For further details phone 0419 797 378
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DEMAND for Warrnam-
bool's toy library has surged
with families looking to
spend less on children's toys
during the cost of living cri-
sis.

With half of the $220 mil-
lion Australians spend on
toys each year ending up in
landfill within 12 months,
its members are conscious
of their environmental foot-
print.

The group received a
Warrnambool City Council
grant of $5000 to purchase
high-quality sustainable
toys made from wood and

recycled plastics. Committee
member Jymia Payne said
it had more than 1000 toys,
135 active members and
it was only getting busier.
"Toy libraries, like ours, play
an important role in the
community by reducing the
number of toys ending up
in landfill, as well as offering
affordable access to a wide
range of toys," she said.

Ms Payne said parents
were mindful of their con-
sumption andwanted topro-
vide engaging, educational
and age-appropriate toys
and activities, many of which
were transitory or costly
items with a short lifespan.

Committee member
Stephanie Tuisuva made a
conscious effort to not buy
any new toys for their third
child Isoa, 2, due to budget,
environmental and space
reasons. "I come and get toys
for all of our kids," she said.
"It's been fantastic. It means
I can refresh their toys every
fortnight whatever develop-
mental stage they're up to."

Ms Tuisuva said its gold
membership - $100 annually
- was its most popular.
■ Visit the group's
Facebook page or email
warrnambooltoylibrary@
gmail.com for information.

Toy library demand surges
Warrnambool
COMMUNITY

– MADELEINE MCNEIL
Warrnambool Toy Library's Jymia Payne says its numbers are increasing as families
look for affordable and sustainable solutions. Picture by Anthony Brady

Old site set for a new life
PART of a 22-hectare quar-
ry nearing its end of life in
Ecklin South will be turned
into a hard waste recycling
facility.

The proposed facility,
which would be used to
crush and blend concrete
and bricks for further civil

and construction use, was
approved by Corangamite
Shire councillors at amonth-
ly meeting on Tuesday night.

The planning permit was
granted subject to conditions
to address one objection
which was received con-
cerning amenity and health
impacts (noise and dust),
application information
detail and planning poli-
cy response.

Central ward councillor
Laurie Hickey said the exten-
sive list of requirements gave
him the confidence to vote in
favour of the proposal.

"Resource recovery is
something very important to
us as we move towards mak-
ing roads and footpaths we
need," he said.

"This is the best outcome
for the site considering it's an
unused quarry."

Deputy mayor Geraldine
Conheady agreed with
Cr Hickey.

"We're making the most of
our resources and materials
through re-use and re-pur-
pose," she said.

"I do think this activity is
unlikely to introduce any
significant variation to the
quarrying activity that's car-
ried on there for some years
up until now.

"Another quarry contin-
ues to operate nearby which
again indicates there's not
much variance in terms of
the activity occurring."

Under the proposal, a
segment of the quarry floor
wouldbeestablishedforhard
waste recycling including
bricks and concrete sourced
externally from projects and
demolition, which would be
crushed and blended for fur-

ther use as road base.
It would also be used for

the stockpiling of raw mate-
rials, crushing and screening
equipment and space for ve-
hicle loading andmovement.

No fixed infrastructure or
buildings would be estab-
lished on-site.

The proposed hours of op-
eration would be from 7am-
6pm Monday to Friday, with
no weekend activity.

Ecklin South

BY JESSICA GREENAN
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Community Information
Session
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Sessions:

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Warrnambool
Archie GrahamCommunity Centre
Monday 29thMay
6 - 8pm

Port Fairy
Star of theWest Hotel
Tuesday 30thMay
6 - 8pm

How to order
ONLINE www.ruralbookshop.com.au EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au
PHONE 1800 025 308 POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 399, North Richmond, NSW, 2754.
(Money order or cheque made payable to Rural Bookshop) All prices include GST, postage and handling.

GETTING STARTED IN FREE
RANGE POULTRY
David Brouwer

This book includes both meat and egg
production, breeds, rearing, health,
housing and nutrition.

$48.00ruralbookshop.com.au
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ONE of the last commer-
cial-zoned allotments in
east Warrnambool is on
themarket.

The 1268-square-metre
block is being sold by Ray
WhiteWarrnambool.

Agent Jason Thwaites
said the parcel at 29 Gate-
way Road was expected to
fetch between $550,000 and
$600,000. "Its proximity to
major retailers and exposure

is ideal," MrThwaites said.
He said the listing was at-

tracting strong interest.
"The property has been

listed for a week and we
have fielded a range of local
and national interest," Mr
Thwaites said.

"It could suit a range of
uses for retail and service
industries."

MrThwaites said therewas
a healthy appetite for com-

mercial properties in the city.
"There is an under-supply of
commercial properties," he
toldThe Standard earlier this
year. "As the area grows, new
businesses want to come to
town and existing businesses
are looking to upsize."

It is the first time the par-
cel, which is located next to
Wannon Water, has been
listed for sale.

Commercial land on market

– MONIQUE PATTERSON

The prime parcel of land, located near Gateway Plaza in the city's east, is on the market
for the first time.

Homes sell, 'market cools'
A CENTRAL Warrnambool
home that has been in the
same family for 70 years sold
at auction on Saturday.

The three-bedroom prop-
erty in Nelson street sold for
$755,000 to a local family.

More than 30 people
watched the auction, which
kicked offwith a vendor's bid
of $700,000.

It only drew one bid of
$725,000. After discussions

with the owner, it was placed
on market with another ven-
dor's bid of $750,000 before a
single bid of $755,000 sealed
the deal.

Auctioneer Brian Han-
cock, of Brian O'Halloran
and Co real estate, said there
were signs of a correction in
themarket or of a slowdown.

"The owner is happy and
the buyers are happy too," he
said. "It was good fair price
on both sides."

It was among three Warr-
nambool properties that sold
at auction at the weekend.

Threebiddersbattled it out
for a two-storey, three-bed-
room unit in King Street
which sold for $445,000 -
which was above the adver-
tised price range of $390,000
to $429,000.

A cottage in need of ren-
ovation on half an acre in
Moore Street was passed in
onavendor's bidof $500,000.

About 50 people had
turned out for the auction of
the property which has the
potential for development or
subdivision, but it failed to
attract a single bid.

The listed price range for
the property was $599,000 to
$650,000.

A three-bedroom house in
Breton Street in north War-
rnambool sold for $460,000
under the auction hammer.

Bidding opened with an
initial bid of $400,000 fol-
lowed by a vendor bid of
$420,000 before a final bid of
$460,000.

Mr Hancock said changes
to land tax announced by
the state government this
week which hits landlords
and those who own a second

property were not going to
help the situation.

As part of measures to pay
back debt the state govern-
ment racked up to pay for its
pandemic measures, a suite
of changes to land tax rules
that will begin on January
1, 2024 lowers the tax-free
threshold for general land
tax rates from $300,000 to
$50,000.

Landholdings valued be-
tween $50,000 and $100,000
willattractafixed$500charge
each year and those between
$100,000 and $300,000 will

incur a $975 charge.
Landholdings worth more

than $300,000 will attract an
additional charge of 0.1 per
cent of every dollar above
$300,000. "It's put a lot of
fears into landlords and sec-
ond property owners with
this prevailing land tax," he
said. "You've got to look at
what bracket creep is going
to do to it over a period of
time - over a period of years.

"It's going to be interest-
ing over the next six to 12
months what the knock on
effect is going to be."

Brian Hancock opens the bidding on this property in Nelson Street, which eventually sold for $755,000.

Warrnambool

BY KATRINA LOVELL

REAL ESTATE
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Community Information
Session
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan
for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a
community information session to outline the proposed exploration
activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along tomeet
the project team, learnmore about the proposed activity, ask questions
and provide feedback.

Sessions:

Light refreshmentswill be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Warrnambool
Archie GrahamCommunity Centre
Monday 29thMay
6 - 8pm

Port Fairy
Star of theWest Hotel
Tuesday 30thMay
6 - 8pm
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SKIPBIN, 1 to 18 M3 
bins, waste removal, 
commercial, residential. 
Contact Kelcar 0417 
018 874.

FOR HIRE

Ph/Fax 5526 5455
finwaste@optusnet.com.au

FINWASTE

Waste 
Removal

We provide regular 
and reliable service to 
Portland, Heywood & 

surrounding areas

South West

O
LB

07
64

92
23

DomesticD

Garden 
Waste

Party Bin 
Hire

P

76
49

22
3

Mini 
Skip Bin 

Hire

Industrial

DOG kennel, large solid 
wooden, never used; 
$100. 0427 231 349.

FOR SALE

O
LB

03
64

89
23

#

More power and longer 
bar than the MS 170 for 
cutting bigger timber. 
Simple control lever. 
Anti-vibration system. 
Low-kickback chain.

Also available with 
additional features: 
MS 181 PETROL 
CHAINSAW $499

O
LB

03
64

5527 2266

24-26 Edgar Street
 HEYWOOD

PETROL
CHAINSAW

MS 180

RRP $349

LIVESTOCK & PETS

NOW HIRING
FULL-TIME

DIESEL MECHANIC
We are currently 

Experience in 

CASUAL TRUCK 
DRIVER

We are currently 
seeking a casual

HC licence essential 

A
S

or call 0459 914 437 

EMPLOYMENT

ANTENNA installations 
and service, including 
TV wall mounting, TV 
points and tuning. Call 
Peter Logan 0419 368 
711.
CONCRETING, all 
types. B.M. Jennings 
Concreting, phone 
Brent 0424 934 721.

WORK WANTED

TREES TOP 
T E C H N I C I A N S . 
Arborist. Free quotes 
and advice. PORTLAND 
0422 228 766.

O
LC

03
63

58
23

1783 Princes Hwy,
Heywood

5527 2188
www.woodrowe.com.au

Fully Accredited, 
Trained & Insured 
Arboriculturists

Free no 
obligation quote

Professionals

Complete 
Tree

Tree Trimming 
& Removal

VicRoads 

Management

Forestry 
Mulcher

Stump Removal

ARBORICULTURAL 
SPECIALISTS

WORK WANTED

ADULT DANCE 
CLASSES

* Commercial Jazz
* Hip Hop

* Heels Dance
* Silver Swans Ballet

No experience 
required

No mirrors in studio
Contact

0418 521 127 for 
information or go to

www.danzx-tensions.
com

ENTERTAINMENT

100TH BIRTHDAY

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY!

POP (Arthur Neve)
31st May 1923

Here is to an incredible 
century of memories 
and experiences! You 
have done more than 
most people could 
ever dream and are 
such an inspiration 
to your family and 
friends. I’m so grateful 
to have you in my life 
and I cherish every 
moment I spend 
with you. May your 
100th Birthday be as 
fabulous as you are!
Big hugs and love.
- From Danielle, xxoo.

HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY!

To Dad / Pop
Happy 100th Birthday! 
You’ve made it to a 
milestone that not 
many people reach 
and you deserve to 
be celebrated. You’ve 
accomplished so 
much in your life and 
you are an inspiration 
to us all. Wishing you 
all the best on this 
special day.
- Love Colin, Jill, 
Danielle, Bianca and 
Scott, xxoo.

HEALING Energy 
Massage and 
Naturopathic clinic, 
deep tissue, relaxation, 
pregnancy massage, 
Indian head massage, 
ear candling, foot 

Paula 0429 487 342.

HEALTH & BEAUTY

DEATH

FUNERAL

5522 3000
Classifieds sell

Get FREE ads in some classifications
Phone 5522 3000

Need cash?
Phone 5522 3000

Sell your unwanted items locally through the classies

OLE1212316

Advertise inDEAL #3

Booking & editorial deadlines:
Deal #1 & #2 - June 16, 2023

Deal #3 - June 23, 2023

Jenny Field (03) 5551 3842
Western District Farmer

ũennǇ͘ ĮeůĚΛsƉec͘cŽm͘aƵ

Sandra Ryan (03) 5551 3845
�ĚǀerƟsinŐ DanaŐer

sanĚra͘rǇanΛsƉec͘cŽm͘aƵ

Advertise inDEAL #2

Sheepvention 2023
Rural Expo

August 6th & 7th, 2023
Hamilton
Victoria

Advertise inDEAL #1
##

Serious about business 
promotion?

CMM29646CP

Community Information    

Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment Plan 

for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program and is hosting a 

community information session to outline the proposed exploration 

activities and the decision-making process.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along to meet 
the project team, learn more about the proposed activity, ask questions 
and provide feedback.

Date: Wednesday 31 May

Location: Portland Yacht Club

Time: 6-8pm

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au
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Community Information    

Session
ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an 

Environment Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration 

Drilling Program and will be hosting community 

information sessions in June.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along 
to meet with the project team to learn more about the progress 
of the environmental impact and risk assessments and the typical 
control measures that have been identified to support ongoing 
consultation, to ask questions and provide feedback.

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Peterborough 

Monday 19 June 2023 

12-2 pm

Peterborough Community Hall, 

Macs Street

Port Campbell 

Monday 19 June 2023 

6-8 pm

Arts Space, 

50 Lord Street

Sessions:

FAMILY LAW

First Interview Free

INDEPENDENT. EXPERIENCED

margaretdonoghuelawyer.com.au

MARGARET 
DONOGHUE

LAWYER

Conveyancing, Wills,  
Powers of Attorney

Ph 5599 2130

Let us guide you 
through this

difficult time and
help celebrate the life 

of your loved one.

       Est. since 1901

Camperdown 5593 1107
Terang 5592 1293 

Phones to start ringing
PHONES are ringing as the 2023 
Community Satisfaction Survey fi nds 
out what residents think of Corangamite 
Shire Council.

An independent market research company 
started calling residents earlier this month.

In previous years, the survey has been carried 
out by interviewing 400 residents in a single 
time frame. 

This year the same total number of interviews 
will be carried out, but with 100 in each of four 
separate periods:

• June 1 to July 2;
• August 17 to September 17;
• November 1 to December 3;
• Feb/March 2024. 
Mayor Ruth Gstrein said National Field 

Services was calling randomly selected 
residents to conduct the annual community 
satisfaction survey.

“The survey has been designed to assess 
Council’s performance across a range of 
measures,” she said.

“Residents’ opinions about council services 
will be gathered then compared against our 
performance in previous years.

“The responses will identify ways we can 
improve our service to our community.

“We appreciate participants taking the time to 
help us with their valuable feedback.”

Cr Gstrein assured residents all responses and 
personal information were strictly confi dential.

“Only the overall results are shared with 
Council,” she said.

“This is a very important piece of work that 
is done every year and lets us know what we’re 
getting right and where we need to improve.”

To reassure householders the calls are 
legitimate, the researchers will: 

• Always identify as National Field Services 
and introduce themselves by name;

• Never ask for people by name (calls are 
random and the researchers do not have 
actual names); and

• Always say how long we expect the survey 
to take.

Calls will come from a number with the 
prefi x: (03) 9977. This may change over time 
but no calls will come from a mobile number. 

Individual responses are confi dential and only 
the overall results will be shared with council.

Results are expected by the middle of the year 
and will rate council in comparison to similar 
sized councils and the state average.

The state government requires all councils 
to participate in the annual Community 
Satisfaction Survey.

For more information, call Corangamite 
Shire Council on 5593 7100

Bill passes on role after 30 years

Congratulations: Dale Robertson will be inducted as the new captain at the 
Cobden CFA unit after Bill Nelson announced his intention to step down from 
the role. 2023D

AFTER 30 years as Cobden CFA brigade 
captain Bill Nelson is preparing to pass on 
the mantle. 

He said he is stepping down from the role at the 
end of the month, with Dale Robertson taking on 
the position. 

Mr Nelson said he believed it was time for a 
change after 30 years. 

“I’m just stepping down from the captain’s role to 
let the next generation have a crack,” he said. 

“I feel like it’s a good time, I just decided after 30 
years it’s time.”

Mr Nelson’s involvement with the Cobden 
bridgade spans 50 years. 

“I joined to be part of the competition running 
team in 1973,” he said. 

“We’re a happy team, we get along well together 
– that’s the positive thing for me.”

Mr Nelson said there had been many changes 
within CFA in his time as a volunteer. 

“Communication is the biggest thing that’s 
changed I think,” he said. 

“We all used to be alerted to a call out by the 
landline and the siren. 

“We all have pagers now, that’s been a big positive.
“The equipment is so much better too.”
Mr Nelson thanked the brigade for its support 

over the three decades as captain.
“Thank you to the volunteers for their support 

over the years, it is appreciated,” he said. 
Mr Robertson said he was looking forward to 

taking on the role. 
“We’re a good team, it will just follow on from 

what Bill’s done,” he said. 
“I’m looking forward to the new challenge.”
Mr Robertson said his own involvement with the 

Cobden CFA began when he started in the junior 
competition team at 11 years-old and progressed 
from there. 

“The old man is a member, that’s what got me 
interested,” he said. 

“I’ve been a lieutenant the last 10 years.”
Mr Robertson encouraged community members 

interested in joining the CFA to get in contact. 
“Any people interested are welcome to come 

down to the station, we meet on the fi rst Monday of 
the month at 7.30pm,” he said. 
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Community Information    
Session

ConocoPhillips Australia is currently developing an Environment 
Plan for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
and will be hosting two community information sessions on 
King Island in July.

Residents and all relevant persons are encouraged to come along 
to a session of choice to learn more about the progress of the 
environmental impact and risk assessments and the typical control 
measures that have been identified to support ongoing consultation.

The content will focus on activities specific to King Island, with ample 
opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback.

Sessions:

Light refreshments will be provided.

For more information about this event:

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

Thursday 13 July 2023
11am-1 pm
King Island Town Hall

Thursday 13 July 2023 
6-8 pm
King Island Town Hall

Passionate about 
making a real difference 
in your community?

CRICOS 00586B  

Study an Undergraduate Certificate in Community Support with no tuition 
fees at the University of Tasmania.

This flexible online course provides expert guidance and real-world application, 
opening up new career opportunities with real community impact.

The 4-unit course structure provides a meaningful foundation for roles in 
disability, mental health, aged care, youth work and other community services, 
as well as a pathway into further education.

Apply now to study full or part time in July. 

To apply scan the QR code below or visit utas.edu.au/courses/z0c

KING ISLAND COUNCIL
NOTIFICATION OF MAKING RATES FOR 
2023/2024 

In accordance with Section 118 of the Local Government Act 1993 
notice is hereby given that the Council made its rates and charges for 
the 2023/2024 financial year at the Council meeting held on Tuesday 
20 June 2023.  The following is a summary of the rates and charges 
for 2023/2024:

Definitions and Interpretations
In these resolutions:
• “AAV” means assessed annual value as defined in the Local Gov-

ernment Act 1993 (the Act) and adjusted under Sections 89 and 
89A of the Act;

• “land” means a parcel of land within the King Island municipal area 
which is shown as being separately assessed in the valuation list 
prepared under the Valuation of Land Act 2001;

• Unless a contrary intention is clear, the words and expressions 
used in these Rates Resolutions have the same meaning as the 
words and expression used in the Act, or where applicable, the 
Fire Services Act 1979;

• The exemptions provided in Sections 87(1), 93(4) and 94(4) of the 
Act apply.

Ratepayers have the option to pay rates in full or by four instalments. 
Due dates are: 18 August 2023, 17 November 2023, 19 January 2024 
and 15 March 2024.

A penalty of 10% of the unpaid rate of instalment is payable; and Dai-
ly interest charge, at the prescribed rate, is payable in respect of the 
unpaid rate or instalment to the date of payment.

Please refer to the King Island Council Rates 
& Charges Policy, which alongside a full 
copy of the resolution is available from the 
Council Office, George Street, King Island or 
on Council’s website www.kingisland.tas.
gov.au 

Kate Mauric
General Manager

General Rate
Cents in $ of AAV 5.84257
Minimum $342.00

Fire Protection Rates
Rural Cents in $ of AAV 0.26862
Urban Cents in $ of AAV 0.33954
Both Minimum $48.00

Waste Management 
Service

All 
residential 
properties

General Waste  
Management  
Service Charge

$461.15

Landfill Levy $49.60

Two full teams play a hard game 
KING ISLAND  FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION

IT WAS good to see that both North and 
Currie were able to field a full side of 15 
players each on Saturday without having 
to call on top ups from Grassy. 

Loki Bell was back for Currie and Max 
Sainsbury dusted off his old boots to play 
his first game in quite a while. Glenn 
Aldridge played for North, also for the first 
time in quite a while.

Currie won the toss and elected to kick 
to the tennis court end and were quick 
to get the ball forward for a strong mark 
by Tom Graham, but his kicking let him 
down and the goal umpire only raised one 
flag. North rebounded from the kickout to 
see Keenan Fanning mark up forward and 
he did not miss.

From the bounce Currie worked the 
ball round to see Jak Youd drift forward, 
but he to missed what he should have got. 
North worked it forward again to see Luke 
Graham mark, played on and dribbled one 
through for their second. David Vellekoop 
lined up for a shot and missed but then got 
a 50 metre  penalty for some reason and 
this time he did not miss. 

Young Mathew Button got into a fair bit 
of the play and kicked a nice goal along 
the ground from the boundary. 

Justin Summers scored a nice goal from 
the boundary when he grabbed the ball 
from a throw in and snapped it out of the 
pack to see it go through just before the 
siren to see North 32 points up at quarter 
time.

The second quarter saw Currie start well 
with a quick goal from Josh Bellchambers. 
Justin Summers got a free and handballed 
it off to his brother Jeramy who slotted 

through a quick reply. 
Play was getting tight with both sides 

working well at times to get the ball 
forward but unable to convert. Youd 
copped a heavy knock which saw him 
leave the ground with the blood rule. 

Max Sainsbury took the resulting free 
and then awarded a 50 meter penalty to 
kick an easy goal. Sainsbury was in the 
action again when Currie got the ball out 
of the center to him, and kicked a big goal 
from the 40 meter line to see them reduce 
the margin to 21 points at half time.

The third quarter saw teams once 
again going in hard for the ball with 
players getting frustrated at times with 
how the play was going. Vellekoop had a 
chance to get North their first goal of the 
quarter, but he had his points boots on 
and another goal went begging. 

Tom Graham took a strong mark 
forward for Currie and kicked a nice 
goal. There was still a bit of heat in the 
game which saw Fanning get a free and 
then a 50 for an easy goal. Play out of 
the center went North’s way and a tackle 
ended up in a bit of a brawl. 

Jeramy Summers got a free and a 50 
for an easy goal on the siren to see them 
27 points up at three quarter time.

Currie started the last quarter well 
with some nice play to Joel Williams, 
who had moved forward, and he did not 
miss. Vellekoop replied for North when 
he took a pack mark in the square and 
found his goal kicking boots for an easy 
goal. North replied with another through 
Alex Goldsmith who kicked it off the 
ground and it went through for a major.

 Justin Summers was giving North 
plenty of drive round the ground and 
from the center. He took a big run 

out of the center and 
through to Vellekoop, 
who was playing his 
best game this season 
and kicked his third. 
Bailey Rainbow was 
a real workhorse for 
North in their back 
line, while Dale Ellis 
was also giving North 
plenty of drive round 
the ground. Josh 
Bellchambers worked 
hard for Currie along 
with Dylan Beecroft 
and Jak Youd. Max 
Sainsbury was 
enjoying his game as 
he kicked his third 
for the game. Some 
clever short passing 
saw the ball end 
up with Youd, who 
was able to convert 
for Currie. Clint 
Stretton took a nice 
one handed mark 
and went back and 
slotted it through 
to see Currie end 
up going down 
to North by 21 
points. 

If Currie had 
been able to match North in the first 
quarter, the score line might have been 
a lot closer, however this was still an 
entertaining game - apart from the two 
reports.  Next week North and Grassy do 
battle again. The last time they met things 
got a bit heated, so it will be interesting to 
see how both sides attack in this round.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information:

E: otway@conocophillips.com

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed o�shore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 

support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 

until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 

can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 

information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 

the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 

relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

The National Indigenous Times
is proudly produced by The
West Australian in partnership
with the NIT editorial team. NIT
is circulated in every State and
Territory by Seven West Media
and News Corporation.

SALES CONTACT
Ads Manager:
Bradley Rushforth
adsmanager@nit.com.au
0414 608 795
Print ads must be confirmed
by Tuesday prior to print

CIRCULATION
Distributed on the last Tuesday of each
month in The West Australian in WA,
and the last Wednesday of each month
in The Courier-Mail, The Daily Telegraph,
Adelaide Advertiser, NT News, The
Mercury and The Herald Sun.

EDITORIAL CONTACT
Acting Editor: Giovanni Torre,
editor@nit.com.au, 0437 989 411
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kirkup@nit.com.au
StyleUp Editor: Shahna Smith,
shahna.smith@nit.com.au

The National
Indigenous Times is a
Supply Nation-certified
100 per cent
Aboriginal-owned
media company.

Indigenous and legal groups
have commended the Victorian
Government for introducing
bail reform legislation but warn
that it does not go far enough. 

Attorney-General Jaclyn
Symes introduced legislation
into Parliament on August 15 in
a bid to reduce unnecessary
remand for people accused of
low-level offending.

Under the reforms, low-level
offenders would find it easier to
receive bail and people who com-
mitted crimes unlikely to result
in a custodial sentence would
not be remanded in jail while
awaiting sentencing. 

“These offences were intro-
duced in 2013 and have been
shown to disproportionately
impact women, children and
Aboriginal people with no clear
deterrent benefit or improve-
ment to community safety,” the
Victorian Government said.

Bail reforms would also rede-
fine “unacceptable risk” so a
court wouldn’t refuse bail over a
risk of  minor reoffending. 

However, various legal groups
have argued that while scrap-
ping certain provisions is a step
in the right direction, the
reforms do not go far enough. 

The Victorian Aboriginal
Legal Service said it was “con-
cerning” the Government was
proposing only a slight modifica-
tion of  the reverse onus provi-
sion, given it is incompatible
with the Victorian Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibil-
ities Act. 

“We are also concerned that
the Victorian Government’s Bill
will make the Bail Act more
complicated, rather than mak-
ing it simple and clear so that it
can function more effectively,”
the VALS statement said.

VALS chief  executive, Yorta
Yorta and Narrandjeri woman
Nerita Waight, said the changes
were a small step in the right
direction. 

“This is a first small step
towards ending the damage that
Victoria’s bail laws have done
over the last five years particu-
larly,” Ms Waight said. 

“There have been three bail

Bills before this in the last dec-
ade and the Government has
admitted that there were mis-
takes in all of  them. They should
accept that they probably
haven’t got this one right either
and set a timeline for reviewing
the Bill in the legislation.”

Referring to Veronica Nelson,
whose death in custody in 2020
was deemed preventable by the
Coroner and led to calls for an
urgent review of  the bail act, Ms
Waight said Ms Nelson’s family
had played a significant part in
the reforms. 

“Veronica is the reason the
Government is changing the bail
laws. All the Parliament should
centre her story when they
debate the Bill and be respectful
of  her family,” she said. 

“Veronica’s family have been
clear on asking for changes to
the bail laws and I hope the Par-
liament will ensure the Bill
reflects the family’s wishes.

“There are some good changes
thanks to the advocacy of  Veron-
ica’s family, especially in rela-
tion to removing bail offences,
making it easier for children to

get bail, and changes to reduce
the over-incarceration of  Abor-
iginal people.”

The Bill delays implementa-
tion of  reforms by six months,
which the Human Rights Law
Centre says will see thousands
of  people continue to be fun-
nelled into Victoria’s prisons.

The family of  Ms Nelson have
previously called on 
the Victorian Government to
implement “urgent, wholesale
changes” to the bail laws in 
the next three months and for
these reforms to be known as

Poccum’s (Veronica Nelson’s
childhood nickname) Law.

Amala Ramarathinam, acting
manager lawyer at the Human
Rights Law Centre, said the
Andrews Government had ac-
knowledged the failures of  the
bail laws, but was still failing to
take all the action required.  

The Law Institute of  Victo-
ria’s president, Tania Wolff, said
more work on the reforms was
required.

The Victorian Government
has been contacted for
comment.

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service CEO Nerita Waight.

Bail Act lacks
clarity: VALS
DECHLAN BRENNAN

Social media giant Meta has been
criticised for its response to
people making racist comments on
its platform.

Meta, which owns Facebook and
Instagram, received complaints
about racist commentary on the
platform from the First Peoples’
Assembly of Victoria in March. 

The First Nations body met a
Meta representative; but the
comments have not abated.

Assembly co-chair and proud

Gunditjmara man Rueben Berg
said the announcement the
Federal Liberal Party would
oppose the Voice to Parliament

coincided with a surge in abuse.
“Since Peter Dutton announced

that his party would campaign for
a No vote, we’ve seen a dramatic
rise in racist abuse and hatred
directed at First Peoples, both
online and in everyday life,” Mr
Berg said. “The No case is really
emboldening the trolls and bigots.
Our Assembly Facebook page
went from getting a handful of
racist comments a week to our
staff having to report and block
hundreds of people every week. 

“So, we started our petition

calling on Facebook owner Meta to
do better in order to help protect
the mental health and wellbeing of
First Peoples during the
referendum.”

The Assembly said since
meeting Meta, many racist
comments have been reported. 

Comments such as “feral Abos”
and “black k..ts” were deemed to
have not breached Facebook’s
community standards and no
action was taken.

A Meta spokesperson told
National Indigenous Times that

“no one should have to experience
racist abuse anywhere". 

"We are sorry to hear that the
First Nations Assembly of Victoria
is still receiving racist comments
on their accounts,” they said.
“When they raised a complaint
with us earlier in the year, we
investigated it thoroughly and
took action. It was our
understanding that we had
responded to and addressed their
concerns. We will be following up
with them to understand what
more we can do to support them.”

Racist comments persist online despite Assembly plea
DECHLAN BRENNAN

First Peoples' Assembly petition
banner.

2 NIT NEWS nit.com.au
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental 

Planning Area covers 

the area assessed 

within the Environment 

Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of 

habitats and marine 

species, cultural values 

and socio-economic 

activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 

support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 

until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation 

so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters 

and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by 

scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and 

other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Community consultation on the draft replacement  
of the Intersecting Streams Water Sharing Plan 

The NSW Government has developed the draft replacement water sharing plan for the Intersecting 
Streams Unregulated River Water Sources 2024.

The draft plan and supporting documentation are available for viewing on the Department of Planning 
and Environment website from 4 September to 13 October 2023.

Join us at one of the information sessions listed below to learn more about:

• the draft replacement plan
• how to make a submission.

Information sessions

Date/Time Location Event time

14 September 2023 Live webinar 5pm – 6.30pm

19 September 2023 Face to face meeting
Lightning Ridge Bowling Club,  
29 Morilla Street, Lightning Ridge NSW 2834

10am – 12.00pm

During the public exhibition period DPE staff will also be available for 30 minute booked  
phone interviews.

including how to make a submission please visit: 
water.nsw.gov.au/intersecting-steams-water-sharing-plan 
or email intersectingstreams.wsp@dpie.nsw.gov.au

Submissions close at 11.59 pm on Friday 13 October 2023. LP
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Notice under Section 29 of the Native Title  
Act 1993 Exploration Licence Number EL9590 
(Act 1992)
This notice is given in accordance with the requirements of section 29 of the Native Title 
Act 1993 (Commonwealth).

Description of the nature of the act 
Pursuant to the Native Title (Right to Negotiate (Exclusion)—NSW Land) Determination 
No. 1 of 1996 (Cth), Exploration Licence 9590 includes a condition to the effect that the 
holder must not prospect on any land or waters covered by the licence in relation to 
which native title exists without the prior written consent of the Minister administering 
the Mining Act 1992 (the ‘Native Title Condition’). 

The Minister administering the Mining Act 1992 intends to give consent to prospecting 
on land subject to native title in the licence in accordance with the Native Title (Right to 
Negotiate (Inclusion)—NSW Land) Approval No. 1 of 1996 (Cth).

Should consent be granted, the licence holder may apply to renew or transfer the 
licence prior to it expiring (including partial renewals or partial transfers). 

Note: If the consent is granted, it will apply to any renewal, re grant or re-making 
(including partial renewals or partial transfers) or extension of the term of the licence, 
which may be valid pursuant to section 24MD(1) of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) without 

Holder’s details
Westrock Minerals Pty Ltd (ACN 625 790 187) is the holder of Exploration Licence 9590 
for Group 1 minerals.

The licence contains a condition that the holder must not prospect on any land or waters 
on which native title exists without the prior consent of the Minister administering 
the Mining Act 1992. The licence holder has sought the Minister’s consent to conduct 
prospecting activities in the entire licence area.

Description of area that may be affected
The entire area of Exploration Licence 9590 which covers about 69 units and is situated 
approximately 32 kilometres north of Moruya, in the State of NSW. 

Name and postal address of person by whom the act would be done
The Minister administering the Mining Act 1992, PO Box 344, Hunter Region Mail Centre, 
NSW 2310. 

How further information 
about the act can be 
obtained 
Further information may be 
obtained from; Assessments 
and Systems, Regional  
NSW on (02) 4063 6600 or 
titles@regional.nsw.gov.au. 

 
For the purposes of section 
29(4) of the Native Title Act 
1993
21 September 2023 Under 
section 30 of the Native 
Title Act 1993 persons have 
until 3 months after the 

certain steps to become 
native title parties in relation 
to this notice. SB

10
56

Urbis has been commissioned by the University of Sydney’s University Infrastructure 
Unit (the Proponent) to conduct an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) 
for their site on Parramatta Road, Camperdown NSW (Lot 1/DP 1171804). This 
ACHA has been prepared to support a State Significant Development Application, 
which seeks approval for the development of a multi-disciplinary General Teaching 
Space at the site. The proponent can be contacted directly via: 

Julie Parsons 
Community Engagement Manager 
julie.parsons@sydney.edu.au 
Services Building G12, 22 Codrington Street, Darlington, 2006 

In accordance with Section 4.1.3 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation 
Requirements for Proponents (DECCW, 2010) and Clause 80C of the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009, the Proponent is seeking the registration of 
Aboriginal persons or groups who may hold cultural knowledge relevant to 
determining the significance of Aboriginal object(s) and/or place(s) that may be 
present in the subject area. 
The purpose of community consultation with Aboriginal people is to assist the 
Proponent in the preparation of the ACHA and the assessment of the cultural 
heritage significance of the subject area. 
Please register your interest in writing to the contact details provided below by 
21st September 2023. 
Ginger-Rose Harrington 
Consultant 
Urbis Pty Ltd gharrington@urbis.com.au 
Level 8, 123 Pitt Street, Sydney, 2000. 
 
Please be advised that the Proponent is required to forward the names of Aboriginal 
persons and groups who register an interest to The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Regulation Branch- Heritage NSW 
- Department of Premier and Cabinet and the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land 
Council; unless the person or group specifies that they do not want their details 
released.

Parramatta Road, Camperdown NSW 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Assessment – Community 

Consultation Stage 1
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental 

Planning Area covers 

the area assessed 

within the Environment 

Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of 

habitats and marine 

species, cultural values 

and socio-economic 

activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 

support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 

until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation 

so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters 

and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by 

scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and 

other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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For more than 35 years, Woodside has been developing and operating LNG and oil projects 
yyin Australia. Our focus is the safety,, reliability,, efficiency and environmental performance of 

our operations and activities. 

Woodside consults so that feedback from relevant persons is considered and used to 
inform the revision of two operations Environment Plans for the Ngujima-Yin Floating 
Production Storage and Offloading Facility Operations and Pyrenees Facility Operations.

Our activities
Ngujima-Woodside plans to continue producing crude oil at the Pyrenees and -Yin Floating Production Storage 

and Offloading (FPSO) facilities and is submitting a five-year revision to the operational Environment Plans. 
O and Ngujima-The Environment Plans for the Pyrenees FPS -Yin FPSO facilities will cover operations including 

offloading and associated activities, inspection, maintenance, monitoring, and repair of the FPSOs and subsea 
infrastructure, disconnection and sail-away of the FPSO facilities when required, and production from two 

om the Ngujima-proposed additional wells fr -YYin FPSO.

The Pyrenees FPSO is located about 45 km northwest of Exmouth, Western Australia. Production began in 
2010 and is scheduled to end in 2035. The Ngujima-Yin FPSO is about 50 km, northwest of Exmouth, Western 
Australia. Production began in 2008 and is scheduled to end in 2028. 

We are seeking input from relevant persons whose functions, interests or activities may be affected by 
continued operations. 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA)     
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The environment that may be affected (EMBA)
The EMBA is the largest area where activities could potentially have a direct or indirect impact. The broadest 
extent of the EMBA takes into consideration planned and unplanned activities, and for these two Environmental 
Plans, is determined by modelling a highly unlikely release of hydrocarbons from loss of well control or a vessel 
collision with the FPSO with enough force to breach the hull. 

The EMBA represents the merged area of many possible modelled paths that a highly unlikely hydrocarbon 
release could travel if left unmitigated and depending on the weather and ocean conditions at the time of the 
release. This means in the highly unlikely event a hydrocarbon release does occur, the whole EMBA will not 
be affected.

We want to hear from you
If you are an individual, organisation or community group and believe your functions, interests or activities 
may be impacted by our activities, we would like to hear from you by yFriday,, 27 October 2023 to identify 
you as a relevant person. 

Want to know m
A feedback form and more infor

om/www.woodside.c /ssustainabi

You can also subscribe via our w
information on upcoming activit

E: Feedback@woodside.c
Toll free: 1800 442 977
woodside.com
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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO A NATIONAL HERITAGE LISTING:
WAVE HILL WALK OFF ROUTE

CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
The Australian Heritage Council is proposing amendments to the Wave Hill Walk Off Route 
National Heritage listing to correct factual errors in the listing. The National Heritage List 
recognises places that are of outstanding signifi cance to the nation for their natural, 
Indigenous and/or historic heritage values.
The Australian Heritage Council, on community advice, proposes to change the date of the 
Walk Off from the 22nd of August 1966 to the 23rd of August 1966. Further to this, parts of 
the Buchanan and Buntine highways that relate to the Walk Off Route have been renamed. 
The Council proposes amendments to the listing to correlate the historical route to 
contemporary maps. The Council’s initial assessment concludes that all of these proposed 
amendments do not alter the National Heritage listed values of the place.
Comments are invited on these proposed amendments to the Wave Hill Walk Off Route 
listing. Further information is available by contacting the Australian Heritage Council at 
heritage@dcceew.gov.au. The Wave Hill Walk Off National Heritage listing can be 
accessed via the Australian Heritage Database, http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/
ahdb/search.pl.
Contact us
Please provide any written comments by 5:00 PM AEST on 2 November 2023.

Australian Heritage Council
GPO Box 3090
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Or by email to: heritage@dcceew.gov.au
All comments will be provided to the Minister for the Environment for consideration when 
making her decision on whether or not the proposed amendments alter the heritage values 
of the National Heritage Listing. 23
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 

comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 

18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 

on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 

https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 

undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 

of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 

surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 

maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 

500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 

2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 

the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 

and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

Introductions

Health - Professional Practitioners

Lifestyle & Entertainment Notices

Garage sale
of the century
List your sale at Buy Search Sell.

Call 13 11 13

A bit more  
grunt
Upgrade your vehicle 
at Buy Search Sell.

Removal of vehicle notice

Take note that in accordance with Section 237 of the Local Government Act 1999, the
following vehicle has been removed from the place stated in this notice:

Make/Model        Registration   Removed from        Date  Removed             Time  RemovedMake/Model        Registration   Removed from        Date  Removed             Time  Removed
Hyundai Sedan    WZC002         Milne  Road,              27 October 2023         3.26pmHyundai Sedan    WZC002         Milne  Road,              27 October 2023         3.26pm
                                                                    Modbury Heights                                                                    Modbury Heights

Council has been unable to locate the registered owner of this vehicle.  If you are theCouncil has been unable to locate the registered owner of this vehicle.  If you are the
registered owner of this vehicle, contact the City of Tea Tree Gully on 8397 7313.registered owner of this vehicle, contact the City of Tea Tree Gully on 8397 7313.

If the registered owner of the vehicle does not take possession of the vehicle and allIf the registered owner of the vehicle does not take possession of the vehicle and all
expenses related to the removal, custody and maintenance of the vehicle and ofexpenses related to the removal, custody and maintenance of the vehicle and of
publishing this notice are not paid within one month of the date of this notice, Councilpublishing this notice are not paid within one month of the date of this notice, Council
will take steps to sell or dispose of the vehicle in accordance with Section 237 of thewill take steps to sell or dispose of the vehicle in accordance with Section 237 of the
Local Government Act 1999.Local Government Act 1999.

For more information, please contact us on 08 8397 7444 or visitFor more information, please contact us on 08 8397 7444 or visit
www.teatreegully.sa.gov.auwww.teatreegully.sa.gov.au

 BACHELOR OF THE WEEK

Successful Professional educated tall fit outgoing 50s single

never married no children, confident adventurous well

travelled who enjoys the finer things in life with a widetravelled who enjoys the finer things in life with a wide

variety of interests. Desires marriage & children in the nearvariety of interests. Desires marriage & children in the near

future with a bright active honest genuine loving likemindedfuture with a bright active honest genuine loving likeminded

woman, of any nationality. To meet simply call Sincerewoman, of any nationality. To meet simply call Sincere

Introductions Est 1976 on 08 84104888 or come into 100aIntroductions Est 1976 on 08 84104888 or come into 100a

Currie St Adelaide OPEN 11am to 5pm Mon to Sat Currie St Adelaide OPEN 11am to 5pm Mon to Sat 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE TODAY

Ph. 08 84104888 / 0424468464

Sincere Introductions Est. 1976

100a Currie St Adelaide SA 5000100a Currie St Adelaide SA 5000

OPEN 11am to 5pm Mon-SatOPEN 11am to 5pm Mon-Sat

GENUINE SINGLES OVER 40
SAFE & SECURE BE INTRODUCED TODAY 

42yo petite Asian Doctor

48yo cute fun secretary48yo cute fun secretary

53yo stylish fun executive53yo stylish fun executive

56yo dte outgoing blonde56yo dte outgoing blonde

59yo slim trim terrific nurse59yo slim trim terrific nurse

62yo funloving romantic62yo funloving romantic

65yo cute loving teacher65yo cute loving teacher

69yo slim stylish manager69yo slim stylish manager

73yo youthful fun widow73yo youthful fun widow

78yo cute slim retiree78yo cute slim retiree

43yo athletic single dad43yo athletic single dad

49yo stylish executive49yo stylish executive

54yo funloving manager54yo funloving manager

58yo tall athletic tradie58yo tall athletic tradie

64yo Italian businessman64yo Italian businessman

67yo dte fun tradesman67yo dte fun tradesman

73yo stylish executive73yo stylish executive

78yo fun dte romantic78yo fun dte romantic

82yo fit fun retiree 82yo fit fun retiree 

88yo youthful widower88yo youthful widower

SINGLE LADIES AVAILABLESINGLE LADIES AVAILABLE SINGLE MEN AVAILABLESINGLE MEN AVAILABLE

Mega DentalMega Dental
Appointments at Appointments at 

Ascot Park & Prospect call LeonAscot Park & Prospect call Leon

Kadina ✓ Port Pirie ✓ Clare  ✓ Whyalla ✓ Mt Gambier ✓Kadina ✓ Port Pirie ✓ Clare  ✓ Whyalla ✓ Mt Gambier ✓
Tanunda ✓Broken Hill ✓Tanunda ✓Broken Hill ✓

1800 718 4501800 718 450

NEW DENTURES & REPAIRS

ACCEPT ALL
Health Benefits ✓  DVA  ✓ Government Vouchers ✓

Appointments at Glynde & Salisbury with WasylAppointments at Glynde & Salisbury with Wasyl

Dentures Direct

1800 700 711

ASIAN LADY SPECIALIST
Exclusive Introduction AgencyExclusive Introduction Agency

We have a large database ofWe have a large database of
Quality Asian Ladies.Quality Asian Ladies.

Seeking Genuine Relationships.Seeking Genuine Relationships.
☞ w w w. m p c v i c t o r i a . c o m
■ j e n @ m p c v i c t o r i a . c o m

☎ 0 4 2 0 5 4 3 2 9 8
☎ 0 4 2 4 3 9 4 6 8 8☎ 0 4 2 4 3 9 4 6 8 8

  Adoption of Community Land Management
Plans (CLMPs)

NOTICE is hereby given that at the City of Playford
Ordinary Council meeting held on 26 September 2023Ordinary Council meeting held on 26 September 2023
Council resolved to adopt the updated CLMPs,Council resolved to adopt the updated CLMPs,
pursuant to section 198(4) of the Local Governmentpursuant to section 198(4) of the Local Government

Act 1999.Act 1999.

Environment  
Protection Authority

LICENCE CONDITION RELAXATIONS 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 46 of the 
Environment Protection Act 1993, of the proposal to vary 
licence 50757 held by the CU-RIVER PORT AUSTRALIA 
PTY LTD for their site located at the former Port Augusta 
power station site, Power Station Road, PORT AUGUSTA.

In simple terms, this proposed variation involves the 
alteration of a licence condition that requires the licensee 
to provide the EPA with a financial assurance of $2.4m. 
This is to ensure funds are available to meet closure 
obligations associated with the site in the event the 
licensee is not able to fulfil them. The condition was 
initially added to the licence in May 2019. In order to 
reflect progress made with site rehabilitation since 2019 
and the associated reduction in the remaining costs 
required, the amount of financial assurance required is 
proposed to be reduced to $1.075m.

Written public comment is invited and must be received 
by 5.00 p.m. on 6th December 2023.

Submissions for relaxations 
may be emailed to 
epalicensing@sa.gov.au 
or posted to:  
Regions & Licensing Services, EPA  
GPO Box 2607  
Adelaide SA 5001.
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Did you know
you can place your 
QR code into your 

Classified Ad?

will beherebefore youknow it.
Christmas

Why not wish your customers a
Happy Christmas in our

Christmas Wishes feature to appear on
Saturday 16th December.

Contact our friendly team on
1300 363 789 or classifieds.western@

austcommunitymedia.com.au
today to book
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

KENTISH COUNCIL
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMIT
The following applications have been received 
under Section 57 of the Land Use Planning & 
Approvals Act 1993:

Application No.: K-DA060/2023 
Site: 27 Williams Road, Wilmot
Proposal: Visitor Accommodation 

– proposed Caravan 
Park Sites (x12) with 
underground power.

Application No.: K-DA069/2023 
Site: Lot 1 Smith Road, Roland 

(CT231813/1)
Proposal: Residential – proposed 

Dwelling.

The applications and associated materials 
will be available for inspection at the Council 
office during normal office hours or at 
www.kentish.tas.gov.au for a period of 14 days 
from the date of publication of this notice (not 
including 1 December 2023). In accordance 
with Section 57(5) of the Land Use Planning 
& Approvals Act 1993 any person may make 
representation in relation to the proposals by 
letter addressed to the General Manager or email 
addressed to council@kentish.tas.gov.au by close 
of business 7 December 2023.

Dated at Sheffield this 22 November 2023.
Gerald Monson
GENERAL MANAGER
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So you booked a garage sale ad?
Still have leftover items?

List all your leftover items for sale with us and receive

25% off.
*Conditions apply. Ad must be booked within 14 days of your garage sale ad.

Connect with Classifieds

Garage
SALE

ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE ACT 1935

Notice to Creditors

Donald Lawrence Viney, late of Umina Park
Nursing Home, Burnie in Tasmania, Deceased;
Creditors, next of kin and others having claims
in respect of the estate of the deceased, who
died on 19 June 2023, are required by the
Personal Representatives, Alan Graeme Smith
and Noel Edward Bottle, to send particulars of
such claim to the Personal Representatives C/-
Rod Glover Legal Lawyers & Conveyancers, PO
Box 42, Wynyard in Tasmania by 22 December
2023, after which date the Personal
Representatives may distribute the assets
having regard only to the claims of which the
Personal Representatives then have notice

Dated this 22nd day of November 2023

ROD GLOVER LEGAL
Practitioners for the Personal Representatives

Notice of Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of Cradle Coast 
Authority will be held on Tuesday, 12th of 
December 2023 at 9.30am at Cradle Coast 
Authority, 1-3 Spring Street, Burnie. 
The business of the meeting is to present the 
Annual Report. 
Any queries please contact Cradle Coast 
Authority via email admin@cradlecoast.com
or phone 6433 8400. 
The Hon Sid Sidebottom
Chairman TA5877840

 In the General Division - Resource & Planning Stream

A hearing has been listed for the following matter/s:

No & Details Date of Hearing

P2023/19 30 Arthur Street,  Tues 28 - Wed 29
Shearwater November 2023
 10.00 am

Any person, who complies with the statutory requirements, 
may apply to be made a party to the proceedings 
forthwith, in writing to GPO Box 1311, Hobart 7001 or 
email resourceplanning@tascat.tas.gov.au.

Please read information on the Tribunal’s website at 
www.tascat.tas.gov.au regarding attending Tribunal 
hearings and COVID-19 safety requirements.

Tribunal offices: 38 Barrack Street, Hobart 
Postal Address: GPO Box 1311, Hobart
Email: resourceplanning@tascat.tas.gov.au

www.burnie.tas.gov.au

BURNIE CITY COUNCIL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LAND USE PERMIT
(Section 57(3) Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993) 

Application for use and development of land has been 
received:-

Application No:  DA 2023/103 

Site: 2-10 Massy-Greene Drive SOUTH 
BURNIE - CT 165351/7 

Proposal: Convert exiting billboard sign into 
an Illuminated sign 

Discretionary Matters:  Reliant on performance criteria 
for grant of permit – Clause 
C1.6.1 (P1.2), C1.6.2 (P1) & 
C1.6.3 (P1) 

The application may be viewed at the Burnie City Council 
Offices, 80 Wilson Street, Burnie between 8.30am - 
5.00pm Monday to Friday inclusive or on Council’s 
website at – www.burnie.tas.gov.au/permits 

Any person may make representation relating to an 
application in writing addressed to the General Manager, 
Burnie City Council, PO Box 973, Burnie 7320 or
burnie@burnie.tas.gov.au by no later than 5.00pm on
6 December 2023 

Dated: 22 November 2023 

Simon Overland
GENERAL MANAGER TA
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AGM & Annual 
Report 2022-2023
Members of the 
community are invited 
to make submissions 
regarding the Draft 
Annual Report 2022-
2023.

Submissions are for 
discussion at the Annual 
General Meeting to 
be held on Tuesday 
12 December 2023 at 
4.50pm at the West 
Coast Council, 11 Sticht 
Street Queenstown. 
Submissions should be 
in writing to the General 
Manager, PO Box 63 
Queenstown Tas 7467, 
or sent via email to 
communityconsultation@
w e s t c o a s t . t a s . g o v. a u 
and received no later 
than close of business 
Thursday 7 December 
2023.

The draft Annual 
Report is available 
to view at Council’s 
Agencies and website
www.westcoast.tas.gov.au 

Enquires should be 
directed to Council’s 
Executive Officer at
e a @ w e s t c o a s t . t a s .
gov.au or by calling
(03) 6471 4721. 

David Midson 
GENERAL
MANAGER

Ordinary Meeting 
of Council

An Ordinary Meeting of 
Council will be held at 
the West Coast Council 
Chambers, 11 Sticht 
Street Queenstown on 
Tuesday 28 November 
2023, commencing at 
5.00pm.

Meeting attendance 
is via registration and 
is subject to Council’s 
Covid-19 safety 
procedures. 

The public may view the 
meeting Live by visiting
www.westcoast.tas.gov.au
and following the prompts. 

Questions without notice 
can be submitted to 
Council via the General 
Manager, 7 days prior to 
the day of the meeting. 

Public questions and 
attendance registration, 
should be submitted to 
ea@westcoast.tas.gov.au
or post to PO Box 63 
Queenstown 7467. 

The Agenda will be 
available on Council’s 
website from Thursday 
23 November 2023. 

David Midson 
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Local GovernmentLocal Government Public NoticesPublic NoticesLocal Government

Connect with Classifieds
Phone: 1300 363 789

Email: classifieds@theadvocate.com.au

theadvocate.com.au  Wednesday, November 22, 2023 THE ADVOCATE 21



NATAGE A010

CM
M

29
88

8C
P_

AG
E

Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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‘Solar garden’ helps city dwellers buy plots
Nick O’Malley

Kristy Walters and Jonathan Prendergast at HCB Solar in Grong Grong. Photo: Patrick Ronald

When the idea to create a ‘‘solar
garden’’, in which local or city resid-
ents could buy ‘‘plots’’ in a regional
solar farm, began to evolve, its ad-
vocates had no idea they would end
up being delayed by a punishing fed-
eral tax, pandemic and foreign war.

Nonetheless, this month the final
panels were bolted into place at the
Grong Grong Solar Farm, which is
to host the Haystacks Community
Solar Garden, and by year’s end it is
hoped the first ‘‘solar gardeners’’
will begin to receive the benefits of
the clean energy it produces.

The model is simple. Supporters
can either buy shares in the broader
community solar farm, or they can
purchase ‘‘plots’’ in the garden. All
175 plots have been sold, for $4200
each. Their owners will receive a
discount of $505 a year on their elec-
tricity bills for the next decade,
while the family that owns the land
on which the solar farm has been
built is benefiting from the lease.

‘‘It’s a little bit of income-proofing
for us,’’ said Gemma Purcell, who
with her husband, Reiner Meir,
grows cereals and runs cattle and
sheep on the farm not far from Nar-
randera, in the NSW Riverina.

The income stream will be wel-
come, she says, particularly if dry
weather sets in, but she was drawn
to the idea because she wanted to
contribute to a climate change

solution. Using her land to help cre-
ate a medium-scale solar farm that
would give access to the benefits of
solar to renters and apartment own-
ers in cities made sense.

She recalls telling another of the
project’s proponents, Kristy Wal-
ters, director of the Community

Power Agency, ‘‘we grow the cereal
and grains thatmake your breakfast
and we grow your meat, we may as
well grow your energy too.’’

Conversations that began in 2016
evolved into making plans between
Purcell, the Community Power
Agency and an energy retailer. By

the time they had found a solar de-
veloper, Komo Energy, and were
ready, the COVID-19 pandemic had
brutalised supply chains, causing
delays and driving up costs. As the
situation eased, the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine shook up the energy
market, eventually knocking out the

electricity retailer the farm had be-
gun discussions with. The enter-
prise suffered another blow when
they discovered a tax regulation
change introduced under the Ab-
bott government imposed a heavy
impost on not-for-profit renewable
energy outfits.

Walters says many of the
garden’s subscribers are as inter-
ested in supporting renewable en-
ergy as they are in cost savings. One
purchaser, she says, bought three
plots for families who lost their
homes in the Lismore floods. The
gift will ease their bills.

Others have been bought by par-
ents of children starting their lives
in city apartments without space for
solar panels.

While Australia has the highest
per capita uptake of rooftop solar,
about 30 per cent are ‘‘locked out’’
because they rent, live in an apart-
ment, or have an unsuitable roof. A
solar garden provides a way to ac-
cess those benefits, says Walters.

The relatively small scale of the
development – about 1.5 megawatts
of power generated on a parcel of
land about the size of a Bunnings
store with its car park, according to
Purcell – means it can connect to
existing power lines without need-
ing expensive infrastructure, says
Walters. It will generate enough
electricity for about 700 homes.

BUSINESS Page 24

Warning as deadly heatwaves loom
Natassia Chrysanthos
Angus Thompson ‘Look after your

neighbours, in
particular the

elderly.’
Joe Buffone, Emergency
Management Australia

Heatwaves are silent killers that
lead to more deaths each year than
other natural disasters and Aus-
tralians need to be prepared for
them, Emergency Management
Minister MurrayWatt has said be-
fore before what is forecast to be
the country’s hottest and driest
weather since the Black Summer.

Melbourne, SydneyandCanberra
have all endured heatwaves this
month and the Bureau of Meteoro-
logy last week declared an El Nino
event and a positive Indian Ocean
Dipole.

Watt said that would bring a

more difficult summer, in terms of
hot weather risk, than the country
had experienced since the Black
Summer of 2019-20.

‘‘And while there’s been a lot of
focus on bushfires, and understand-
ably so, oneof theother risks thatwe
face this year is heatwaves, which of
course are the silent killer ofAustra-
lians,’’ he said yesterday. ‘‘Actually,
we lose more people to heatwaves
every year than we do from other
forms of natural disasters.’’

As the federal government con-
vened its first major summit of 2023
for emergency services, different
governments and the private sector
to get ready for the summer, Watt
said the elderly and disabledwere at

greatest risk. ‘‘Some people will be
better positioned than others,
dependingonwhether theyhaveair-
conditioning in their homes,’’ he
said.

‘‘Butwe’re alsoworkingwith local
governments around public librar-
ies, swimming pools, public facilities

that people can use to get relief in
those heatwave conditions.’’

Brianna Casey, chief executive of
Foodbank, said she was particularly
concerned about the impact on
cash-strapped clients who ‘‘just
don’t have the resilience that we
need right now’’.

‘‘We’ve already got people seek-
ing food relief bringing in empty
containers ofwater for us to actually
freeze on their behalf in lieu of freez-
ers because they can’t afford the
running costs of keeping fridges and
freezers on,’’ she said.

Joe Buffone, director-general of
Emergency Management Australia,
said the agency had been learning
from North America and Europe.

‘‘But there is a national frame-
work that makes sure there’s
consistencyandwarning.We’realso
working with the energy sector and
with health sectors to make sure
that they are acutely aware of the
potential impacts of heat,’’ he said.

‘‘The big focus is around people:
making sure that they have the in-
formation to protect themselves and
have support. Look after your neigh-
bours, in particular the elderly, and
those that have [mobility issues].’’

The Bureau of Meteorology’s
heatwave warning service provides
alerts via its mobile app four days in
advance. The alert also provides
health messages tailored to particu-
lar areas or at-risk communities.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Joyce in firefight as an inquiry turns into an inquisition
ANALYSIS

Clancy Yeates

Qantas bossAlanJoyce received
applause fromsharemarket types
whenhedeliveredhis final profit as
chief executive lastweek, but the
divisiveCEOreceived a far frostier
reception at a parliamentary
hearing yesterday.

The inquirywas about the cost of
living, andJoycehadbeen
summoned lastweek tomakehis
first appearancebefore theSenate
in 14 years. But Joyce endureda

fierce grilling,with thequestioning
significantlymore venomous than
the standard faremostCEOsoften
endure.

The inquiry turned into a full-
blown interrogation of Joyce over
issues spanning fromaviation
regulation, towhetherQantas had
granted theprimeminister’s son a
membership of the exclusive
Chairman’sLounge, toQantas’
reputationwith thepublic.

The aggressive questioning
revolved around the litany of
complaints surrounding the airline.

Labor senatorTonySheldon, a
formerheadof theTransport
Workers’Union and long-time
critic of Joyce,wasparticularly

forceful.Hefiredquestions at Joyce
over issues including the airline’s
handling of unused credits for
flights thatwere cancelled in
COVID;Qantas’ industrial
arrangementswith staff; and the
damage to its corporate reputation
fromcancellations.

Heput it to Joyce that the
companywas the ‘‘most
discredited’’ inAustralia and
wanted to know if this hadbeen
raisedby theQantas board.

Joycedug in, defending the
airline andat onepoint telling
Sheldon: ‘‘The facts that you’re
raising arewrong.And senator, I
knowyou’re getting abitworked
up, but please . . . give us the

privilege of just not interrupting
every fewminutes.’’

Late in proceedings,whichwere
extended for half anhour,
committee chair Liberal senator
JaneHume intervened to tell
Sheldonhewas using a ‘‘slightly
aggressive tone’’.

Joyce acknowledgedQantas had
opposeda request byQatar
Airways to sharply increasehow
manyflights it flew toAustralia,
thoughhewould not revealwhat he
had said toministers about this.

Thegovernment recently
rejected theQatarAirways
request, andJoycebacked the
decision on the grounds of
protecting thenational interest.

Senators appearedparticularly
keen to explore theQatar rejection,
nodoubt partly because of com-
ments fromAssistantTreasurer
StephenJones,whoyesterdaywas
quoted as saying the record
$2.5 billionprofit fromQantas last
weekwas a ‘‘goodnews story’’.

Late yesterday, Jones’ officewas
directingmedia questions about
these comments toTransport
MinisterCatherineKing.

Jones’ comments didn’t do Joyce
any favour at the inquiry andwhile
he argued itwas common for
governments tomakedecisions
suchas this, it is a toughmessage
for himand theAlbanese
government to sell.

Qantas boss defiant over Qatar call
Amelia McGuire

Alan Joyce defended Qantas’ profits during the Senate cost of living inquiry. Photo: Eamon Gallagher

Qantas boss Alan Joyce has again
defended the government’s choice
to reject an application by Qatar
Airways for more flights to Austra-
lia, hours after assistant treasurer
Stephen Jones said it was in the
national interest to protect Qantas
from foreign carriers.

Joyce received a fierce two-hour
grilling from the Senate select com-
mittee on the cost of living crisis in
Melbourne, just days after the air-
line group – which controls 60 per
cent of thedomesticmarket through
carriers Qantas and Jetstar – re-
vealed a record $2.47 billion profit.

‘‘We think Australia should pro-
tect its national interest,’’ Joyce said.

Joyce appeared at the inquiry
with Jetstar boss Stephanie Tully
and Qantas’ head of corporate af-
fairs, Andrew McGinnes. All three
were embroiled in at times hostile
exchanges with senators over alleg-
ations the airline had made the cost
of living crisis worse for its staff and
customers.

Joyce repeatedly asked to be
granted the opportunity to speak
after senators interrupted to de-
mand he answer the question asked,
rather than give a speech littered
with information already on the
public record.

Had Qatar Airways been granted
the right to increase to 21 services a
week, it would have generated up to
$800 million additional revenue for
the tourism industry and put down-

ward pressure on airfares to
Europe. However, Joyce countered
that Qatar had the option to fly big-
ger aircraft to smaller cities includ-
ing Adelaide and Darwin if it was
truly committed to boosting seat ca-
pacity in Australia.

Earlier yesterday, Assistant
Treasurer Stephen Jones told
media the federal government had

made its call on the Qatar Airways
request to ensureQantaswas profit-
able, contradicting previous state-
ments by Transport Minister Cath-
erine King, who has faced backlash
over last month’s decision.

King said yesterday she dis-
agreedwithJones’ characterisation.

‘‘I wouldn’t have used the same
words that Stephen did .. . I’ve re-

peatedly said this was a decision
that was taken in the national in-
terest, and there’s no one factor that
swayed my consideration,’’ King
said.

She also said the government had
historically rejectedmultiple applic-
ations for additional bilateral air
rights from other governments,
deeming it ‘‘entirely unremarkable’’.

Joyce reiterated he would not
comment on a report by the Austra-
lian Financial Review that said the
23-year-old son of Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese, Nathan, had
been issued a membership to the
airline’s Chairman’s lounge, usually
reserved for business leaders and
politicians.

Joyce – who is the only ASX-100
chief executive to be summoned to
appear before the inquiry so far –
had a particularly heated exchange
with Senator Tony Sheldon, a Labor
MP who has long been critical of
Joyce and formerly held senior pos-
itionswithin theTransportWorkers
Union, over Qantas’s alleged obfus-
cation on flight credits.

Qantas conceded after relentless
questioning that the true sum of
COVID-19 credits yet to be re-
deemed remains at least $100 mil-
lion higher than the $370million fig-
ure it has repeatedly referenced
when accounting for Jetstar and
overseas-based bookings.

Tully said the outstanding
amount for Jetstar bookings was
about $100million,with themajority
for ticketsworth less than $100. The
outstanding dollar figure for over-
seas bookings is expected to be
between $50 million and $100 mil-
lion, but Qantas said it would
providemore information on notice.

The group has refunded $3 billion
in COVID-19 travel bookings that
the airline cancelled due to COVID-
19 and has extended their expiry
three times.
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City of Melbourne Draft Place and 
Road Naming Policy and Guidelines 
open for community consultation
Council has drafted a Place and Road Naming Policy and 

Guidelines for community feedback.  

Under the draft policy, Melburnians will have a greater say 

in naming new and unnamed lanes, roads and public spaces, 

with an emphasis on correcting the imbalance that sees 

women and Aboriginal culture underrepresented. 

The policy also shifts to a community-led naming approach, 

Visit Participate Melbourne to have your say before Wednesday 

20 December 2023 at participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/

place-and-road-naming-policy

For more information please  

visit our website melbourne.vic.gov.au

HERITAGE ACT 2017
Registered Heritage Place No H1719, Permit Number P38639

FORMER ST KILDA RAILWAY STATION COMPLEX 352
CANTERBURY ROAD AND 60 FITZROY STREET ST KILDA,
PORT PHILLIP CITY

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT an application under Section 93 of the
Heritage Act 2017 for a permit for works to undertake internal
renovations to join two tenancies including enclosure of outdoor
verandah, obstruction of original features, installation of fireplace,
new outdoor seating area, alterations to existing entry, and internal
demolition of original fabric has been lodged with the Executive
Director, Heritage Victoria.

A copy of the application is available for inspection at www.heritage.
vic.gov.au or at the offices of Heritage Victoria between the hours of
10.00am and 4.00pm, by appointment only.
Telephone (03) 7022 6373 to make an appointment.

Any person may lodge a submission in respect of the application
within 14 days of publication of this notice. Submissions must be in
writing and addressed to Heritage Victoria PO Box 500 Melbourne
8002. Please note that any written submission received will be
treated as a public document.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HERITAGE VICTORIA

Law Notices

CREDITORS NOTICE
Lexie Patricia Luly, late of 17-21
Ashley Street, Reservoir, Victoria,
Teacher, Deceased.
Creditors, next-of-kin and others
having claims in respect of the
estate of the Deceased, who died
on 17 November 2022, are
required by the Executor, Eleni
Prineas to send particulars of their
claim to them, care of the
undermentioned solicitors, by 60
days, after which date, they may
convey or distribute the assets,
having regard only to the claims of
which they then has notice.
VELOCITY LEGAL
PO Box 24071, Melbourne VIC 3001

Local Government
Tenders

TENDERS are invited for:

MP000768
Physical Access and

Remote Access Control
Small and Medium
Council Buildings

Tender closes at 11:00am AEST
on Wednesday 13 December

2023.
Tender documents may be

obtained by visiting Council's
website at

www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
tenders

Tenders

Expression of Interest
Construction of a New
Administration & Music
Building, Emmanuel College
St Paul’s Campus, Altona
North, VIC 3025

Registered Building Contractors
are invited to register their
interest for the construction of
a new 2 storey 2250m2
administration and music
building and associated
external works, tendering in
early February 2024.
To receive the Request for EOI
documentation please register
your interest to:

Attention:
Ben Di Clemente of Watson
Young Architects
Email:
ben.d@watsonyoung.com.au
Deadline: 2pm on 29/11/2023

APARTMENTS AND FLATS
TO RENT

CM
M

30
59

8C
P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between 
16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and 28 km 
offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a 
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in 
water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no 
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

To advertise 
in our Tenders 
classification

Would you

like to

advertise a

Tender or

Expressions

of Interest?

To advertise in our Auctions classification

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE 
AN UPCOMING AUCTION?

PROPOSED DISCONTINUANCE AND SALE OF ROAD
ADJOINING THE PROPERTIES AT 3-5, 7, 9 AND 15

FITZROY STREET, ST KILDA VIC 3182

PUBLIC NOTICE INVITING SUBMISSIONS UNDER
SECTION 223

Port Phillip City Council (“Council”), gives notice under section
206 and clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act
1989 (“1989 Act”) and section 114 of the Local Government Act
2020 that Council proposes to discontinue the road adjoining
the properties at 3-5, 7, 9 and 15 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda
VIC 3182, being the land contained in certificate of title volume
2591 folio 074 and as shown hatched on the plan below, and
to sell that land to the owner of the properties at 3-5, 7, 9 and
15 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda VIC 3182.

Further information regarding the proposal can be obtained
from Port Phillip City Council (Kate Psomotragos via phone:
03 8563 7885).
Any person may make a submission on the proposal.
Any person wishing to make a submission must do so in
writing by Wednesday 20 December 2023.
Submissions should be submitted via Council’s website or
addressed to Kate Psomotragos and posted to Port Phillip City
Council, Private Bag 3, St Kilda, Victoria 3182. Submissions
can also be hand delivered to 99A Carlisle Street, St Kilda 3182.
All submissions will be considered in accordance with section
223 of the 1989 Act. No further community consultation
process will be undertaken.
Any person making a submission is entitled to request in the
submission that the person wishes to appear in person, or
to be represented by a person specified in the submission,
at a meeting to be heard in support of that submission.
Any person requesting to appear in person or to be represented
by a person specified in his or her submission will be notified
of the day, time and place of the meeting of the Council or of
a committee determined by the Council to hear submissions.
Following consideration of submissions, Council may resolve
not to discontinue the road or to discontinue the road and
either sell the land from that road or retain the land.

CHRIS CARROLL
Chief Executive Officer

G13072767AA-211123

Promote 
your school
The Age is the perfect news environment to engage 
a high value audience and promote your school 
or educational institution.

For more information, contact John Clements 
on jclements@nine.com.au  or 0467 806 955

Be an 
informed 
investor
commercialrealestate.com.au/news

Local Government
Tenders

Tenders are invited for

Negotiation RFT 100042

Design Works for Airport West
and Coronation Kindergartens

Closing Date & Time
Monday, 18 December 2023,

at 5:00 PM

Tender documents can be
downloaded free of charge by
visiting Council's e-tendering
website https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/
how-do-i/apply/tenders/.

Submissions are to be lodged as
detailed in the documentation via
the e-tendering website no later
than the specified closing date and
time.

Late, emailed, hard copied or
facsimiled submissions will not be
accepted. Council is not bound to
accept the lowest or any tender.

Helen Sui
Chief Executive Officer
.

Tenders are invited for

Negotiation RFT 100041

177A Mount Alexander Road
Pocket Park Construction

Closing Date & Time
Monday, 18 December 2023,

at 5:00 PM

Tender documents can be
downloaded free of charge by
visiting Council's e-tendering
website https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/
how-do-i/apply/tenders/.

Submissions are to be lodged as
detailed in the documentation via
the e-tendering website no later
than the specified closing date and
time.

Late, emailed, hard copied or
facsimiled submissions will not be
accepted. Council is not bound to
accept the lowest or any tender.

Helen Sui
Chief Executive Officer
.

Colleges and Schools

Mordialloc College
has vacancies for

Teacher of French - Yrs 7 to 10 - Ongoing
An outstanding opportunity to join our dynamic teaching team in

a high performing school culture.
For further information please go to Recruitment Online:

www.edupay.eduweb.vic.gov.au
Any enquiries please phone the College Principal on 9580 1184

www.mcsc.vic.edu.au

COOLANGATTA BEACHFRONT
RESORT UNIT

Fully Furnished. Sleeps 6.
Available 23rd December,
For 2 weeks. Best offer.

Please contact 0418 206 576
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Composer Christopher Larkin,
whose work will be performed at

Hamer Hall on Friday.
Photo: Ben Searcy

than just bleeps
planning and engagement manager,
Elise Lerpiniere, says game music is
a natural extension of the
orchestra’s 50-year history of
performing narrative art forms like
opera and ballet. The concert will
feature music from independent
games such as Journey, Hollow
Knight, Celeste and Necrobarista.

Lena Raine, an American-
Canadian composer who created
the soundtrack for the platform
game Celeste, says these concerts
demonstrate to those who may not
play video games how diverse and
sophisticated video game music is.

Meena Shamaly, a composer and
presenter on ABC Classic radio who
will present Indie Symphony,
agrees. ‘‘We used to think that

sophisticated music, aka classical
music, was music made without
electronic technology, forgetting the
term technology just describes any
sort of advancement in tools. For
example, the piano was a technolo-
gical advancement on the harpsi-
chord,’’ she says. ‘‘It’s all part of the
continuum of classical music.’’

Earlier games did draw from
classical music. Tetris features an
electronic arrangement of Pyotr
Tchaikovsky’s Dance of the Sugar
Plum Fairies, while music in Donkey
Kong 64 was inspired by Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Toccata and Fugue
In D Minor.

IndieSymphony:VideoGames in
Concert is atHamerHall onFriday.

Veteran built case on
lies, cost hearing told
Michael Bachelard

Ben Roberts-Smith lost his libel case earlier this year. Photo: Nine

‘He was the person
who brought this
whole thing into

existence.’
Nicholas Owens, SC,

lawyer for the newspapers

Former SAS corporal Ben Roberts-
Smith knew he had committed the
murders described in a series of
news articles, so should pay all the
costs of running the defamation
proceedings he brought against
three newspapers, the media out-
lets’ lawyer has argued before the
Federal Court.

Roberts-Smith has accepted he is
liable for the millions of dollars of
costs accumulated in the war crimes
case after the date of a settlement
offer he rejected on March 18, 2020.

However, the lawyer for the
newspapers, Nicholas Owens, SC,
told the court yesterday that
Roberts-Smith should have never
brought the case and should pay the
costs from August 2018, when he
first sued.

The total cost of the case is estim-
ated at $25 million, and the newspa-
pers will argue Roberts-Smith’s key
backers at Seven West Media
should ultimately pay the costs.

Roberts-Smith’s lawyer, Arthur
Moses, SC, countered the newspa-
pers were ‘‘not entitled’’ to write
stories about war crimes committed
by the decorated soldier because he
was entitled to the presumption of
innocence.

Owens told Justice Anthony
Besanko – who found resoundingly
in favour of the media outlets in the
defamation case in June – that
Roberts-Smith had sued The Age,

The Sydney Morning Herald and the
Canberra Times for defamation,
knowing ‘‘the fundamental premise’’
of his case was false.

‘‘Your honour was presented with
a case that was either true or false to
the applicant’s knowledge,’’ Owens
said. ‘‘He was the moving party to
the litigation .. . he was the person
who brought this whole thing into
existence.’’

Owens said Roberts-Smith had
given a ‘‘positive account’’ of his
actions, spent a week being cross-
examined over it, called witnesses

over a month, and disputed allega-
tions from the newspapers’ wit-
nesses over three months, all the
while taking the ‘‘knowingly false
position’’ that he had not committed
the murders reported.

This was the ‘‘classic definition of
an abuse of process’’, Owens said,
because the time of the court had
been invoked ‘‘to achieve an in-
justice, that is a result that a party
knows is based on a lie’’.

‘‘It corrupts the whole process of

what happens after that because it
involves bringing forward of false
evidence .. . it involves a public and
.. . vehement challenge to the
honesty and reliability of witnesses
that your honour knew were funda-
mentally honest, and it means the
whole conduct of the litigation
becomes a waste of both court and
party time and money,’’ Owens said.

He said the newspapers deserved
to be compensated for the full cost of
the litigation because they bore the
burden of proving their reports had
been true.

If the court disagreed, Owens
said, the newspapers should receive
their costs from the time that
Roberts-Smith rejected a ‘‘gener-
ous’’ settlement offer to walk away
from the litigation – each side paying
their own costs – in June 2019.

However, Moses argued that
Roberts-Smith should only have to
pay the full costs if he had prolonged
the case unduly with ‘‘groundless
contentions’’, and if his case had
been doomed to fail.

Roberts-Smith had brought the
case, according to Moses, because of
the ‘‘provocation’’ by the newspa-
pers that he was a ‘‘war criminal
who had assaulted a woman’’, and it
was ‘‘not for them’’ to suggest he
was a criminal.

Roberts-Smith was in an ‘‘invidi-
ous position’’: he could either ‘‘allow
the publications to continue and
trash his presumption of innocence
or .. . protect his rights’’, Moses said.

The reports of allegations of war
crimes were ‘‘not investigative
journalism’’, he added, because they
were already being investigated by
the Inspector-General of the Austra-
lian Defence Force.

‘‘The media were not entitled to
go around publishing these articles
in the situation where he was
entitled to the presumption of inno-
cence,’’ Moses said.

Owens countered that the pre-
sumption of innocence ‘‘does not op-
erate as some overriding prohibition
on the publication of material, and
therefore it cannot be used as an
argument justifying why Mr
Roberts-Smith chose to commence
these proceedings’’.

Besanko reserved his decision.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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‘I was planningmy funeral’: How an organ
donor pulledMarianne back from the brink

Marianne Thrush is building a new life for herself after a six-organ transplant. Photo: Justin McManus

Henrietta Cook

Marianne Thrush had just weeks to
live when she received an
unexpected phone call.

It was a transplant nurse,
urgently telling the then 32-year-old
that an organ donor had been found.

‘‘I was silent,’’ Marianne recalls.
‘‘Then I started shaking and crying.’’

Marianne, who has a rare
degenerative disease that means
she has no muscles in her gut and
experiences excruciating pain, had
been on and off the organ donation
waiting list for more than 12 years.

On that morning in May 2022,
Marianne drove to the Austin
Hospital in Melbourne’s north-east
with her mother Lorraine to meet a
team of medical specialists.

They removed her failing organs
and commenced a high-risk six-
organ transplant, with a new
stomach, duodenum, small bowel,
pancreas, liver and colon stitched
into her abdomen and connected to
her arteries. A young boy had
recently died in hospital, and his
grieving family consented to his
organs being donated. ‘‘Without
that gift, I know, without a shadow
of a doubt, I wouldn’t be here,’’
Marianne, now 33, says.

Over the past decade, Marianne
has spent more time in hospital than
at home, with one admission lasting
four years.

Unable to absorb nutrients via
her digestive system, she has been
kept alive by bags of liquid food that
have been pumped into veins above
her heart. This constant
intravenous feeding has led to
numerous life-threatening blood
infections. Frequent vomiting had
disintegrated her teeth, some of
which have been replaced with
veneers. She experiences constant
toothaches but can’t afford to visit
the dentist.

‘‘I was too sick to keep going. I
was planning my own funeral. I was
going to give it one more month of
fighting .. . three days after making
that decision, I got the call.’’

Only 36 per cent of Australians
are registered organ donors.

There are currently 1800 people
waiting for a transplant, and in the
past six years, 242 Australians have

died while waiting for an organ,
according to Australia and New
Zealand Dialysis and Transplant
Registry data.

Victoria lags the national average
and all other jurisdictions in
registration rates, with just 23 per
cent of people signed up to be organ
donors. This compares with 42 per
cent of residents in NSW and 72 per
cent in South Australia – the only
jurisdiction where motorists can
sign up for organ donation on their
driver’s licence.

It’s a situation that puzzles Dr
Rohit D’Costa, the medical director
of DonateLife Victoria, which co-
ordinates organ and tissue donation
across the state. D’Costa says that
while Victoria has low registration

rates, actual rates of donations in
the state are high. There were 144
deceased organ donors in Victoria
last year, compared with 122 in
NSW and 39 in South Australia.

In its submission to a state
parliamentary inquiry into
increasing organ donor
registrations, DonateLife Victoria
called for motorists to be able to
register as organ donors when
applying for their licence – a process
that was in place in Victoria until
2000, when the Australian Organ
Donor Register was set up as the
national register.

Marianne spent almost two
weeks in intensive care following
her 22-hour transplant surgery and
another three months recovering in

hospital. She describes this time as
‘‘the toughest period in her life’’.

The details of Marianne’s donor
have to be kept confidential under
organ and tissue donation laws. But
Marianne and her donor’s family
have exchanged de-identified
letters, describing their pain and
gratitude. Marianne has framed the
letter from the family, displaying it
in her bedroom in Doreen, in
Melbourne’s north-east.

‘‘Their son gets to live through me
now,’’ she says, choking back tears.
‘‘He’s still alive and I think that is a
pretty special thing.’’

Her long-term doctor, Adam
Testro, who is the Austin Hospital’s
director of liver and intestinal
transplant medicine, says one of the

biggest challenges was finding a
donor who was about the same size
as Marianne. She weighed just 40
kilograms at the time of surgery.

The donor also needed to have the
same blood type as Marianne and to
die in hospital, most likely on a
ventilator so their organs were not
starved of oxygen. Only 2 per cent of
people who die in Australian
hospitals every year are suitable for
organ donation.

Testro is impressed with how
Marianne has bounced back.

Marianne will need to take
expensive immunosuppressant
medication for the rest of her life,
which increases her risk of kidney
dysfunction and other health
complications, and she continues to
experience some nausea and pain.

‘‘It’s certainly not a normal life
but it’s a heck of a lot better than
what she had two years ago,’’ Testro
says. As time goes on, the risk of
organ rejection decreases.

‘‘If you make it through the first
year, your outlook of getting to five
years is pretty good,’’ Testro says.
‘‘If you get to five years, your outlook
of getting to 10 or 20 years is
excellent. Most of the complications
happen quite early.’’

Marianne has finished a real
estate qualification and is now
working part-time at Morrison
Kleeman, an agent in Melbourne’s
north-east. She dreams of working
full-time, having her own home and
starting a family.

Chris Thomas, chief executive of
Transplant Australia, says that as
well as registering as organ donors,
people need to communicate their
wishes to their family, because
families must still consent to the
transplants when the time comes.

About 80 per cent of families
consent to their loved ones donating
their organs if they are registered,
compared with 40 per cent whose
loved ones aren’t registered.

Marianne is also urging people to
sign up and discuss organ donation
with their families. She says she will
always feel indebted to her donor
family.

‘‘I want them to see the life I’m
creating,’’ she says. ‘‘I want them to
know that the gift their son has
given me has not gone to waste.’’



MERIMBULA RSL CLUB - PERM PART 
BAR SUPERVISOR

Essential*RSA&RCG
Preferred*Experience in running a bar
*Supervising staff
Must be able to work days/nights and 
weekends
To apply please email your resume and cover 
letter to  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au
Applications close Wednesday 29th November 
2023 at 5pm.
(Only short listed applicants will be contacted)
Area:  MERIMBULA NSW 2548 
Ph:  0264951502 
Email:  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au

Positions Vacant

FULL TIME CHEFS WANTED!!!
Club Bega Limited, located at 82 Gipps Street,
BEGA NSW 2550, is currently seeking talented
and dedicated Full Time Chefs for the daily
operation of our busy kitchen

Major duties of Chef:
Plan and develop menus, specials, and
specialty menus
Analyse recipes to assign prices to menu
items, based on food, labour, and overhead
costs; & Ordering food and supplies
Assisting in maintaining high standards and
quality in food items and dishes at all times
including preparation and presentation.
Ensuring an exceptional and consistent level
of service in a clean and professional
environment by adhering to OH&Smethods;
& Actively participate in regular team
meetings.
Follow standard recipes and preparation
procedures set by the company for the
preparation and cooking of food
Assisting the kitchen team in maintaining
and controlling the hygiene and aesthetics
in all areas of the food operation to a high
standard.
Following directives as set by senior kitchen
staff to ensure high and consistent
standards.
Reporting to management and recording all
wastage, breakages, damages, and loss of
assets, using the appropriate form
Participation in regular training and
development sessions
Participate in hiring kitchen team members
and conduct required training
demonstrating techniques and advising on
cooking procedures including (but not
limited to) freezing and preserving of food

Work experience: At least three years'
experience in a fast-paced kitchen is preferred
Education/Skills: Relevant Qualifications in
Commercial Cookery
Salary: A$65,000–A$75,000 + Superannuation
Annual Leave: 4 weeks
Working Hours: 38 Hrs per week

Interested candidates, please send your
resume to:  dave@clubbega.com.au

Pambula & District Community
Development Ltd

Seeking Volunteer Board Members

Become part of a forward thinking Board
and help reshape the future of community
banking in Bega Valley Shire and Bombala
area.

Our company has been established for fifteen
years to provide support for our communities
through banking services and by returning
profits to Community groups. Pambula &
District Community Development Limited
(PDCDL) is a franchisee of Bendigo Bank and
operates the locally owned Community Bank
branches in Pambula and Bega, as well as a
new office in Bombala.

Role and Responsibility:
As a director you will be,

Motivated, well organised, self-directed
and most importantly, community orientated.

Support and drive the company's
strategic direction, goals and objectives to
have a real say in the future direction of this
dynamic business and its support of our
community.

As part of an important process of Board
renewal, PDCDL is searching for new Board
Directors with relevant skills and
experience in the key areas of
Community, Communication, Corporate
Governance and Leadership. PDCDL is in a
strong financial position, with a highly skilled
volunteer Board and staff.

Send your covering letter and CV, or
questions to Graham Stubbs at

 Pambulacommunitybank gmail.com

General Notices
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

BEGA SPECIAL STORE CATTLE SALE
THURSDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2023 10AM
600...............  CATTLE .................600
350 Steers 8 months to 24 months
200 Heifers 8 months to 24 months
50  Cows with Calves

Please view full listing of this sale at:
herdonline.com.au

BEGA ASSOCIATED AGENTS
CHESTER & SMITH PELL RIXON
0408 286 312 0408 604 297

Livestock

FULL TIME COOK/S WANTED!!!
Club Bega Ltd trading as Club Bega located at
82 Gipps Street, Bega, NSW, 2550, is currently
seeking talented and dedicated Full Time Cook
for the daily operation of our busy kitchen

Major duties of Cook:
Must display excellent prep, cooking and
plating skills
Strong emphasis on quality and consistency
of dishes
Demonstrate a keen Interest in growing
food trends and techniques
Work with the management team on food
preparation and seasonal menu planning
Stock ordering
A sound knowledge of food safety, hygiene
and WHS numbers
Above average customer care and service
skills
Immaculate presentation and grooming
Ability to handle large service numbers
Cook needs to be able to train our junior

team on cooking techniques and procedures
Discuss customer requirements and request
with the frost on house team

Work experience: At least three years'
experience in a fast-paced kitchen is preferred
Education/Skills: At least Certificate III in
Commercial Cookery or Hospitality
Salary: A$65,000–A$75,000 + Superannuation
Annual Leave: 4 weeks
Working Hours: 38 Hrs per week

Interested candidates, please send your
resume to:  dave@clubbega.com.au

SAVE
TIME, 
SUBMIT
ONLINE
Place your 
classifi ed ad 
anytime 24/7
ad .com.audirect

The AGM of the Pig &
Whistle Fleet Club Inc
(Tathra Wharf Museum)

will be held on
Saturday 25 November,

3.00pm, at
The Museum Wharf Rd,

Tathra. All welcome.

Current Vacancies Bega NSW
Production Manager - Retail

We are looking for a strong people leader to join our Lagoon
St team in the Bega Valley and manage out Retail Production
(Stringers and portions)  If you have previous leadership
experience in manufacturing and FMCG, this could be the role
for you!

Please go to the website to access further
information about this vacancy and to apply

 www.begacheese.com.au

GPM Marine
Construction company looking for a Labourer

/Carpenter assistant to work at the wharf
project in Tathra

Works expected to continue till mid-2024

Requirements include a white card,
own transport, strong communication &

workmanship

Please  admin@gpmmarine.com.au
or  office on 02 9882 3755

Connect with  
Classifieds
Place a Classifieds ad

6492 1177  
 

Save time, submit online 24/7  
ad .com.au

Ongoing business advertising self service  enquiries: 
acmadonline@

Print and online packages available  throughout 
Australia

Emoji now available 

direct

classifieds@begadistrictnews.com.au

austcommunitymedia.com.au

Print and online packages available
throughout Australia

Advertising self service enquiries:
acmadonline@austcommunitymedia.com.au

Save time, submit online 24/7
addirect.com.au

Positions Vacant Public NoticesPositions Vacant

Connect with Classifi eds
Phone: 6492 1177

Email: classifieds@begadistrictnews.com.au

12 BEGA DISTRICT NEWS Friday, November 24, 2023  begadistrictnews.com.au
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE

ABOVE: Sophie Oster crunches on a carrot straight from soil at The Garden. 
RIGHT: Biodynamic farmer Paul Daniel explains to visitors that if you feed 

the soil you feed the plants.

Super-healthy looking hothouse lettuce, tomatoes and 
capsicum grown at The Garden.

FOR Paul and Cynthia Daniel 
biodynamic farming is a 
passion.

Phoenix House, the 
Men’s Shed, residents and 
visitors went on tour last 
week visiting The Garden in 
Pegarah. 

They learnt about soil 
health, biological pest 
control and the principles 
of biodynamic farming on a 
large scale, and the principles 
and techniques that can be 
equally applied in a backyard 
vegie patch. 

Biodynamics is a holistic, 
ecological, and ethical 
approach to farming, 
gardening, food, and 
nutrition. 

Biodynamics is rooted 
in the work of philosopher 
and scientist Rudolf Steiner, 
whose 1924 lectures to 
farmers opened a new 
way to integrate scientific 
understanding with a 
recognition of the spirit in 
nature. 

It goes beyond traditional 
organic farming practices.

Biodynamics considers 
that a farm or garden is an 
integrated whole, living, 
interdependent organism. 

Biodynamic practices 
continuously renew and 
replenish soil micro-
organisms creating a resilient 
and healthy ecosystem 
enabling nutrient-rich 

produce on farms and 
gardens that can be applied 
anywhere food is grown, 
with thoughtful adaptation to 
scale, landscape, climate, and 
culture. 

There is a focus on self-
sufficiency and respect for 
the environment.

Planting, pruning and 
harvesting are often timed to 
align with lunar cycles, and 
for some,  astrological cycles, 
which proponents believe can 
enhance plant vitality and 
productivity. 

Soil is considered the 
foundation of biodynamic 
gardening. 

Emphasis is placed on 
building and maintaining 

Growing from the ground up
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Stihl looking for  
a great deal?

T.G. & D.J. 
PERRY

Your local authorised STIHL dealers
4 Main St, Currie 7256 03 6462 1182

Currie Harbour slipway 
now repaired and 
reopened to fishers for 
boat repairs.

Did you know?
Newspapers are Tas-
mania’s most-trusted 
advertising medium, 
and consistently out-
perform radio, TV and 

digital when it comes to 
reader trust.

 TRY ADVERTISING 
THAT READERS 

TRUST.

Call James on 
0449 178 715 

or email
james.young@fontpublishing.com.au

Source:  
Think News Brands, 2021
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE

Fishers welcome 
slipway re-opening
THE Currie Slipway is now 
operational, and it is welcome 
news for fishers who can now 
undertake boat repairs on the 
island.

 “On behalf of King Island, 
I acknowledge the refurbish-
ment work and investment by 
TasPorts to get our Currie Har-
bour slipway operational again 
in a relatively short timeframe 
over winter,” Mayor Marcus 
Blackie said.

“It is great news for our fish-
ing fleet and maritime safety as 
a whole that this facility is now 
up and running again,” he said.

“Innovative design work and 
engineering were required to 
replace the corroded sec-
tions and ensure the slipway 
meets all current compliance 
requirements.

“Hopefully, it will now 
receive more use than in the 
past to service our fishing fleet 
in situ and return the infrastruc-
ture investment. 

“We continue to work very 
collaboratively with TasPorts 
under our reset relationship 
and they deserve credit for for-
ward-leaning on this success-
ful outcome,” Mr Blackie said 
after meeting with TasPorts 
executives.

King Island fishers and boat 
operators were concerned about 
the closure of the Currie Har-
bour slipway last November 

when the commercial South-
ern Rock Lobster season was 
due to open. 

With the slipway closed 

fishers travelled to the Port of 
Stanley. Some fishers travelled 
to Hobart due to Stanley’s slip 
congestion and lack of space 

and others to Victoria for boat 
repairs. 

“TasPorts closed the facility 
last year because of the poor 
condition of submerged sec-
tions of the slipway given its 
age and exposure to the marine 
environment over many years. 
The decision was an important 
one taking account of the safety 
of King Island’s fishing fleet 
operators, TasPorts’ person-
nel, and the wider community,” 
TasPorts said in a statement.

“TasPorts would like to thank 
the local fishing community, 
particularly Paul Graham, 
which worked so collabora-
tively with us on the remedi-
ation project,” TasPorts Chief 
Executive Officer Anthony 
Donald said.

“The work was completed 
by Tasmanian-based contractor 
BridgePro Engineering.” 

Covid
risk 
level
‘low’
TASMANIA’S Covid-19 and 
respiratory infection risk level 
has been changed from moder-
ate to low after continued low 
numbers of cases and declin-
ing influenza and Respiratory 
Syncytial Virus cases across 
the community.

A low risk level means cases 
of Covid-19, influenza and 
RSV per day in the commu-
nity are decreasing or stable, 
and Tasmania is not seeing as 
many serious respiratory infec-
tion cases in hospitals and aged 
care facilities.

Health Minister Guy Barnett 
said.the news was welcome.

“The Government will con-
tinue to be informed by public 
health advice as we have done 
throughout the pandemic,” Mr 
Barnett said.

“Importantly, Tasmanians 
can protect themselves from 
illness by ensuring they are 
up to date with their vaccines 
and staying home when they’re 
unwell.”

For more information 
about Covid-19, including 
care options and risk levels, 
visit www.health.tas.gov.au/
covid19

THE King Island Council has 
taken steps to ensure delayed 
repairs, repainting and main-
tenance works on Currie 
Lighthouse are completed this 
summer.

 “The King Island Coun-
cil has terminated the previ-
ous painting contract for the 
Currie Lighthouse and we are 
retendering for completion 
of the painting and corrosion 
protection works, in accor-
dance with the required spec-
ifications to protect the Currie 
Lighthouse from the relentless 
King Island weather,” Mayor 
Marcus Blackie said. 

The Currie Lighthouse’s pre-
vious refurbishment, paint and 
repair was nearly a decade ago.

Light on horizon

The lighthouse comes under 
the auspices of the King Island 

Council and in 2020 $450,000 
was allocated for the refurbish-
ment and tendered, however, 
the works were delayed due to 
the Covid -19 pandemic and 
commenced in January 2022.

“We anticipate the new 
contractor will complete the 
remaining rectifications during 
the upcoming summer period,” 
Mr Blackie said.

“Once this work is com-
pleted the lighthouse will then 
be able to open for the long-
awaited public lighthouse tours 
that have attracted significant 
advance interest,” Mr Blackie 
said.

Currie Lighthouse.
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Stihl looking for  
a great deal?

T.G. & D.J. 
PERRY

Your local authorised STIHL dealers
4 Main St, Currie 7256 03 6462 1182

Did you know?
Newspapers are Tas-
mania’s most-trusted 
advertising medium, 
and consistently out-
perform radio, TV and 

digital when it comes to 
reader trust.

 TRY ADVERTISING 
THAT READERS 

TRUST.

Call James on 
0449 178 715 

or email
james.young@fontpublishing.com.au

Source:  
Think News Brands, 2021
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE

Hydro bosses visit island
HYDRO Tasmania is working 
through options with the Health 
Department to use the vacant 
Hydro building in Currie by the 
island’s Volunteer Ambulance 
and SES

Members of Hydro Tasma-
nia’s executive and senior lead-
ership team, including the the 
new chair Richard Bolt and 
CEO Ian Brooksbank, visited 
King Island recently.

This visit aimed to meet 
local staff, discuss upcoming 
work, tour field sites, and meet 
members of the King Island 
community. 

Mayor Marcus Blackie 
joined the group for dinner in 
Currie.

“There are no further 
advances on the vacant build-
ing,” a Hydro Tasmania spokes-
person said.

However, following the 
Hydro Tas visit, CEO Ian 
Brooksbank advised Mayor 
Marcus Blackie there are  sev-
eral factors to work through 
and he hoped to have a posi-
tion landed in the near future.

“We understand the need on 
the island and will be in touch 
as soon as we have progressed 
our discussions,” Mr Brooks-
bank said.

 Hydro Tasmania is currently 
using the building at Currie for 
storage while they assess lon-
ger-term options.

“At this stage, no decision 
has been made about the future 

of the building. If Hydro Tas-
mania does decide to transfer 
ownership of the building in 
the future, we will follow a 
fair and equitable process,” a 
Hydro spokesperson said.

Construction of the almost 
six-hectare solar farm, com-
prising 5000 panels is part of a 
long-term plan for King Island 
to transition away from diesel 
and to renewables.

The new King Island Solar 
Farm was officially completed 

at the start of August. 
Hydro confirmed that there 

has been a delay in the solar 
farm completion.

“Currently, Hydro Tasmania 
is waiting for one final compo-
nent that will connect the solar 
farm to the electricity grid.

“We expect the solar farm to 
be fully operational by the end 
of October.” 

Hydro Tasmania’s electricity 
retailer Momentum increased 
their Bass Strait Island prices 

by 9.51 per cent on Septem-
ber 1 in parity with the July 
1 Tasmanian mainland price 
rise approved by the Tasmanian 
Economic Regulator.

King Island has one all-en-
ergy Tariff 51 which increased 
to 31.7933 c per kWh for 2023 
- 24. The island does not have 
other tariffs which are offered 
to other Tasmanian household-
ers and businesses. Previously 
Hydro Tasmania said, “Hydro-
Tas under their Customer 

Service Obligation is chartered 
to guarantee electricity supply 
on the island …Our Commu-
nity Service Obligation helps 
shield the island from the full 
cost of electricity generation.” 

Since the first announce-
ment of the Hydro Tasmania 
solar farm build, the company 
consistently says “The new 
solar farm will save an addi-
tional 300,000 litres in die-
sel and 800 tonnes in carbon 
emissions annually and deliver 

even greater reliability in elec-
tricity supply for local homes 
and businesses.”

Hydro Tasmania has not 
indicated that there would be 
any electricity cost saving for 
King Island residents or busi-
nesses due to and following 
the reduction in the company’s 
diesel purchase from TasPorts 
nor from the saving of 300000 
litres in diesel consumption and 
the increased usage of solar in 
their renewable mix. 

Doubloons for charity

Members from Hydro Tasmania’s executive and senior leadership team, including new chair Richard Bolt visited King Island last week. 

ARGH, avast, ahoy, shiver 
me timbers, it was Talk like a 
Pirate Day at King Island Dis-
trict High Launch into Learn-
ing program.

In a place not so far away, 
a heartwarming tradition 
comes to life each year. 

It is a day filled with cama-
raderie and creativity, where 
schools, childcare centres, 
workplaces, and commu-
nity groups across the coun-
try join forces to support a 
unique cause known as ‘Talk 
Like a Pirate Day.”

This international obser-
vance started 20 years ago as 
a bit of fun and has evolved 
to support many causes 
worldwide on September 19.

In Australia, the day aids 

Childhood Brain Cancer 
support. 

People of all ages trans-
fo rm themse lves  i n to 
swashbuckling buccaneers, 
donning eye patches, tricorn 
hats, and billowing pirate 
shirts. 

They set sail on their 
own adventures by hosting 
pirate-themed morning teas, 
complete with barrels of bev-
erages and treasure chests of 
delectable treats.

Beyond the fun and frolic, 
this day carries a deeper pur-
pose. Every gold doubloon 
collected during these spir-
ited gatherings is destined for 
a noble cause—Childhood 
Cancer Support.

 This organisation provides 

vital support needed to 
ensure these families can 
focus on what matters most: 
their child’s well-being.

While the official day of 
merriment is the 19th, the 
spirit of giving and together-
ness is embraced throughout 
the entire month of Septem-
ber - National Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month, a 
time when communities unite 
to bring comfort, healing, 
and strength to those who 
need it most.

Talk Like a Pirate Day con-
tinues to inspire, reminding us 
that even in the face of chal-
lenges, a little bit of pirate spirit 
could go a long way in mak-
ing the world a better place for 
children and their families.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE

TECH & TEA

Got a pesky tech problem? Or want to
learn some new skills? Enquire about

our FREE interactive group workshops,
or private 1-on-1 sessions.

 
Light refreshments provided

19TH-22ND 
SEPTEMBER

KIRDO ph: 6462 1778

Reserve your spot today

Rosellas find island friends
RACHAEL Cannon, Phoenix 

Community House, and the Men’s 
Shed are working together to help 
King Island’s Green Rosellas.

Last year Rachael erected nesting 
boxes to provide an alternative 
dwelling for the Green Rosellas 
visiting her garden when a natural 
hollow is not available. 

The boxes attract rosellas and 
provide them with a home for 10-plus  
years.

Recently Rachael posted on social 
media that her family has returned for 
a second season after a good season 
last year when all three fledglings 
successfully left the nest.

This year she has added two more 
boxes around her property, making it 
four boxes.

 “I’m excited to advise Phoenix 
House has reached out to me with the 
help of the Men’s (and ladies) Shed. 
They will be making five boxes for 
me to put up around the island for our 
Green Rosellas.

“Very generous given the cost of 
marine ply alone. Thank you, Phoenix 
House, Katey Griffiths, and Sally 
Haneveer.

“So, for anyone who has seen 
Green Rosellas around their place 
on a regular basis please reach out 
as it will be good to have an extra 
set of eyes looking out there.

“Every little bit helps these guys 
that are special to our island being 
a subspecies to the standard Green 
Rosella.”

Raymond (Stumpy) Hill is in 
nesting box overdrive and has set 
up a colony of boxes. “It passes the 
time,” he said.

ABOVE: King 
Island Green 

Rosella happy 
with a local 

new purpose-
built hollow.

LEFT: As Ray 
(Stumpy) Hill 
waits for the 

racing season 
to start he has 
commenced 

a nesting box 
production 

line.



Classifieds Telephone: 5593 1888

Cobden Timboon Coast Times, Wednesday, November 22, 2023 ~ Page 11

Public Notices

COBDEN M.O.W. ROSTER
Thu. Nov 23: L & C Brown; Fri. Nov 24: S 
Oates; Sat. Nov 25: F & L Warden; Sun. 
Nov 26: D Brownlaw; Mon. Nov 27: S 
Oates & B Hallyburton; Tues. Nov 28: F & 
L Warden; Wed. Nov 29: M Beechey & J 
Bourke.
If you are unable to do Meals on Wheels 

on the days rostered please try to arrange 
a swap or phone Kate Daffy 5595 1020 or 
Fran Warden 5595 1241.
Recipients to cancel meals ring Cobden 

health 5595 3122.

Southern 
Waste

Disposal
Timboon Plumbing & Pumps P/L

• Septic tanks
• Grease traps & liquid waste pumped out
• Over 30 years experience in the industry.

68 Bailey Street, Timboon.
Phone 5598 3143

TIMBOON OPPORTUNITY SHOP
 Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 10-4pm
Sat: 9am-12noon

Check out the shed for furniture, 
study/of� ce desks, wheelchair 

and shower chair.

Christmas decorations, potted plants 
and lemons.

Check out TOPS page on Facebook 
or phone on 5598 3055  
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Churches

Every Sunday at 10.30am
All welcome

This week's speaker: James O'Brien
Enquiries: James O'Brien 0429 960 821

Public Notices

Public Notices
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 7. Nullify (6)
 8. Open with a key (6)
 9. Wild guess (4)
 10. Unfortunate happening (8)
 11. Solace (11)
 14. Groundwork (11)
 18. Cairo resident (8)
 19. Large town (4)
 20. Spring back (6)
 21. Probable (6)

DOWN
 1. Segment (7)
 2. Paint without care (4)
 3. Remember (6)
 4. Soothing, as of sound (6)
 5. Flowers with tall, colourful  

spikes (8)
 6. Digitally captures a document (5)
 12. Looking to purchase items (8)
 13. Place into position (7)
 15. Less experienced (6)
 16. Historical records (6)
 17. Lit-up (5)
 19. Breadlike pastry (4)
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What do you call sad 
coffee?
Despresso!

Where does the 
General keep his 
armies?
In his sleevies!

What do you call a 
rooster staring at a 
pile of lettuce?
A chicken sees a salad!
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BRAIN BOOSTER 
ANSWERS

Public Notices

Notice of 
meeting

corangamite.vic.gov.au

The next meeting of Council will 
be held on:
Tuesday 28 November at 7 pm 
Killara Centre, Manifold Street 
Camperdown
The meeting is open to the 
public, however, residents 
are encouraged to watch a 
livestream of the meeting 
on Council’s Facebook 
page facebook.com/
CorangamiteShire
The meeting will include an 
Open Forum, during which you 
may ask questions or make 
a statement. Questions and 
statements for the Open Forum 
by anyone not attending the 
meeting in person can be sent 
via email to governance@
corangamite.vic.gov.au no later 
than 12 pm on Tuesday  
28 November.

FOR LEASE 
BY TENDER

ELINGAMITE NORTH
450 ACRES – 182.11 HECTARES

2 YEAR TERM 
COMMENCING 

DECEMBER 1, 2023

Tenders close 
Thursday November 30, 2023 

at 3.00pm
For terms and conditions and a tender form

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted

219 Manifold Street Camperdown 
5593 2288

Alister Nash 0427 932 264

To Lease Wanted to Buy

TURN YOUR
SCRAP METAL

INTO CASH$$$
Radiators, engines, farm machinery, 
copper, brass, aluminium, lead, steel, 
sheets of iron, fencing wire, milk vats, 

hot water services etc.

GOOD PRICE OFFERED
Call Gerard between 8am-9pm
on 5566 5168 or 0409 245 895.

MILK VATS
PAYING

$150 - $1,000
Any reasonable 

condition considered

Phone Telly Katsaros on 0427 368 261

yes, it’s our local paper  

  Camperdown Chronicle      Terang Express  
   Cobden Timboon Coast Times      Mortlake Dispatch
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Public Notices

COBDEN M.O.W. ROSTER
Thu. Nov 23: L & C Brown; Fri. Nov 24: S 
Oates; Sat. Nov 25: F & L Warden; Sun. 
Nov 26: D Brownlaw; Mon. Nov 27: S 
Oates & B Hallyburton; Tues. Nov 28: F & 
L Warden; Wed. Nov 29: M Beechey & J 
Bourke.
If you are unable to do Meals on Wheels 

on the days rostered please try to arrange 
a swap or phone Kate Daffy 5595 1020 or 
Fran Warden 5595 1241.
Recipients to cancel meals ring Cobden 

health 5595 3122.

Southern 
Waste

Disposal
Timboon Plumbing & Pumps P/L

• Septic tanks
• Grease traps & liquid waste pumped out
• Over 30 years experience in the industry.

68 Bailey Street, Timboon.
Phone 5598 3143

TIMBOON OPPORTUNITY SHOP
 Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 10-4pm
Sat: 9am-12noon

Check out the shed for furniture, 
study/of� ce desks, wheelchair 

and shower chair.

Christmas decorations, potted plants 
and lemons.

Check out TOPS page on Facebook 
or phone on 5598 3055  

CM
M

30
60

1C
P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Churches

Every Sunday at 10.30am
All welcome

This week's speaker: James O'Brien
Enquiries: James O'Brien 0429 960 821

Public Notices
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ACROSS
 7. Nullify (6)
 8. Open with a key (6)
 9. Wild guess (4)
 10. Unfortunate happening (8)
 11. Solace (11)
 14. Groundwork (11)
 18. Cairo resident (8)
 19. Large town (4)
 20. Spring back (6)
 21. Probable (6)

DOWN
 1. Segment (7)
 2. Paint without care (4)
 3. Remember (6)
 4. Soothing, as of sound (6)
 5. Flowers with tall, colourful  

spikes (8)
 6. Digitally captures a document (5)
 12. Looking to purchase items (8)
 13. Place into position (7)
 15. Less experienced (6)
 16. Historical records (6)
 17. Lit-up (5)
 19. Breadlike pastry (4)
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BRAIN BOOSTER 
ANSWERS

Public Notices

Notice of 
meeting

corangamite.vic.gov.au

The next meeting of Council will 
be held on:
Tuesday 28 November at 7 pm 
Killara Centre, Manifold Street 
Camperdown
The meeting is open to the 
public, however, residents 
are encouraged to watch a 
livestream of the meeting 
on Council’s Facebook 
page facebook.com/
CorangamiteShire
The meeting will include an 
Open Forum, during which you 
may ask questions or make 
a statement. Questions and 
statements for the Open Forum 
by anyone not attending the 
meeting in person can be sent 
via email to governance@
corangamite.vic.gov.au no later 
than 12 pm on Tuesday  
28 November.

FOR LEASE 
BY TENDER

ELINGAMITE NORTH
450 ACRES – 182.11 HECTARES

2 YEAR TERM 
COMMENCING 

DECEMBER 1, 2023

Tenders close 
Thursday November 30, 2023 

at 3.00pm
For terms and conditions and a tender form

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted

219 Manifold Street Camperdown 
5593 2288

Alister Nash 0427 932 264

To Lease Wanted to Buy

TURN YOUR
SCRAP METAL

INTO CASH$$$
Radiators, engines, farm machinery, 
copper, brass, aluminium, lead, steel, 
sheets of iron, fencing wire, milk vats, 

hot water services etc.

GOOD PRICE OFFERED
Call Gerard between 8am-9pm
on 5566 5168 or 0409 245 895.

MILK VATS
PAYING

$150 - $1,000
Any reasonable 

condition considered

Phone Telly Katsaros on 0427 368 261

yes, it’s our local paper  

  Camperdown Chronicle      Terang Express  
   Cobden Timboon Coast Times      Mortlake Dispatch
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 

Area covers the area assessed 

within the Environment Plan 

and encompasses a wide 

range of habitats and marine 

species, cultural values and 

socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed offshore 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six 

exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation and has 
extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after which time we will 
pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide 
feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

NEWS

A cancer research grant 
is honouring the efforts 
of a Colac fundraising 
group, as it embarks on 
its second major fund-
raiser for the year.

Tomorrow is Daffodil 
Day, with members of the 
Cancer Council Victoria’s 
Colac branch selling daf-
fodil-themed items to raise 
money for cancer research 
and support programs.

The fundraiser comes 
after the group’s Biggest 
Morning Tea event in May, 
which raised thousands 
of dollars for the Cancer 
Council.

That event was so suc-
cessful, that the Cancer 
Council has named a re-
search grant in honour of 
the Colac group.

The Colac Volunteer 
Group Research Award 
will help fund research 
like a project investigating 
a novel gene-editing ap-
proach for enhancing cell 
therapy in solid tumours, 
led by Professor Phillip 
Darcy at the University 
of Melbourne’s Sir Peter 
MacCallum Department 
of Oncology.

Professor Darcy and 
Associate Professor Paul 
Bevis hope to improve the 
effectiveness of immuno-
therapies on solid cancers 
by using gene editing to 
overcome the environ-
ment in tumours which 
suppresses the immune 
system.

The results from this 
project have the poten-
tial to transform therapy 
for the treatment of solid 
cancers which have failed 
conventional treatments.

Meanwhile, Cancer 
Council Victoria Colac 
branch members will be 
out selling daffodil items, 
and people can also pick 
up items at Denise Duryea 
Hairdressing in Bromfield 
Street, Colac.

An average of 808 Colac 
Otway residents face a 
cancer diagnosis each year.

Cancer Council Victo-
ria’s head of fundraising 
Lyrian Fleming-Parsley 
said almost everyone 
would know someone deal-
ing with cancer.

“Cancer takes so much - 
from all of us. It takes from 
our friends, neighbours, 
colleagues, and our fam-
ily. By giving this Daffodil 
Day, we can help stop can-
cer from taking so much,” 
she said.

“We can give for all the 
people who’ve been af-
fected by a cancer diagno-
sis, whether that’s you, or 
someone close to you. Giv-
ing, that’s what Daffodil 
Day is all about.”

All donations and funds 
raised through Daffodil 
Day will directly fund 
cancer research projects 
across Australia, helping 
save lives and bringing 
us closer to a cancer-free 
future.

Big boost for cancer research

BLOOMING: Denise Duryea is supporting Daffodil Day fundraising this year in her Colac hairdressing salon.

BY GRETA LANNEN

A man was hospitalised after he 
crashed his Tesla into a Camp-
erdown butcher’s shop, giving 
emergency responders on-the-
job training of isolating the 
power of a battery-powered car.

The driver and sole occupant 
in his 20s crashed into the build-
ing on the corner of Manifold and 
Leura streets just before 1.30am 
yesterday.

Emergency crews received re-
ports that the motorist was trapped 
but he was able to extricate himself 
from the vehicle. 

Camperdown SES, CFA crews 
from Camperdown, Cobden and 
Bostocks Creek CFA crews, and 
Warrnambool police were also on 
scene.

Camperdown SES unit controller 
Michael Carman said crews were on 
scene for about an hour and a half.

“It’s broken the big front window 
and smashed our front door that you 
walk in,” he said.

“Because it was a battery-pow-
ered vehicle we had to try and iso-
late the power source, it was a Tesla.

Electric car smash 
a valuable lesson 

“That was our first experience 
with one so it was a big learning 
curve for us all. We were trying not 
to get ourselves electrocuted,” Mr 
Carman said.

An Ambulance Victoria spokes-
person said paramedics transported 
the man to South West Healthcare 
Warrnambool in a stable condition 
with an upper-body injury.

SMASH: A man in his 20s crashed his Tesla into a butcher’s shop at 
Camperdown, causing damage to the front window and door.

CREDIT: CAMPERDOWN SES
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six 

exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation and has 
extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after which time we will 
pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide 
feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
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SCAN HERE

NEWS

HOUSING
for the FUTURE

Council investigates 
Bay site for housing

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Council is also seeking funding 
from other levels of government to 
undertake the project, which would 
include investigating an alternative 
site and the cost to establish a new 
depot, undertaking environmental 
investigations such as potential 
contamination of the site, and then 
understanding how development for 
residential accommodation could 
occur.”

Mr Seuren said local govern-
ment was pushing for projects in 
the Colac Otway to be included in 
the Regional Housing Fund, which 
received a boost after the State Gov-
ernment pulled the pin on hosting 
the 2026 Commonwealth Games.

“Directly and through our part-
ners we have highlighted opportu-
nities in Colac and Apollo Bay and 
continue to work with the Victorian 
Government on affordable and so-
cial housing options,” he said.

“We expect the State Govern-
ment will look at government-
owned and private land to identify 
all possible opportunities and we 
hope to see some of the Regional 
Housing Fund deliver projects in 
our towns.”

Mr Straw said he also supported 
the Bay community’s decision to 
lobby against the sale of the old kin-
dergarten site on McLachlan Street.

Councillor Graham Costin sub-
mitted a notice of motion to rescind 
a resolution made at last month’s 
council meeting to put the address 
on the market and the coastal com-

munity is petitioning against the 
sale led by the Apollo Bay Com-
munity Voice. 

Mr Straw said it was important 
to keep any land which could solve 
the housing crisis problem. 

“From a Colac Otway point 
of view, they own very minimal 
land here in Apollo Bay, so they 
shouldn’t be selling it off,” he said. 

“From memory the land is about 
800 square metres and it’s zoned 
in an area that can’t be subdivided.

“It needs to either have a rezon-
ing to allow a greater density on 
the site or people can look at other 
options like boarding houses.

“We need to find out what’s high-
est and best use for it.” 

POSITIVE: Chris Straw, pictured 
right with Bob Knowles earlier this 
year at Apollo Bay’s Nelson Street 
site, has welcomed a feasibility 
study at the council-owned depot for 
key worker housing opportunities. 

230302AB0003

Family bids farewell to Colac 
BY GRETA LANNEN

Colac’s lake, gardens and 
community service groups 
are just some of the many 
things Pat and John Dunn 
will miss about Colac. 

The Dunns will farewell the 
city after 48 years, which has 
seen them raise a family, work 
hard and contribute to their 
community.

Pat and John moved to Colac 
in 1975, with their six-week-old 
daughter Catherine, when John 
took up a position as a trade 
instructor at the then Technical 
School.

“I chose Colac because the 
school had a good vibe and be-
cause of its tree lined streets, 
green spaces and beautiful lake,” 
John said.

Sons Lincoln and Warrick 
joined the family and the Dunns 
started to integrate into the 
community through their jobs, 
schools and involvement in com-
munity groups.

Pat said during the first year 
living in Colac, she would have 
walked back to Melbourne. 

“However, at the end of 12 
months when I knew my neigh-
bours, when I could walk down 
the street and I knew the teller 
behind the counter in the bank 
and could go into the supermar-
ket and the check-out person 
was familiar, we loved it and we 
stayed,” she said.

“We chose Colac because it was 
such a green area, the lake was so 
beautiful, the parks were lovely.”

Pat said it was a big transition 
coming from Melbourne and not 
knowing anybody in Colac, but 

as time went on, the pair got 
involved in different groups and 
schools and connected with other 
community members.

She worked in disability 
for 35 years including a pe-
riod at Colanda which she said 
was challenging and reward-
ing.

Pat has also had various roles 
in Colac’s Country Women’s As-
sociation including committee 
members, secretary, treasurer 
and president, and committee 
member and secretary with Co-
lac’s Red Cross.

She said forming friendships 
and a sense of giving back were 
what she loved about being part 
of community groups. 

“I am going to miss those but 
I’m still going to travel back for 
those meetings,” she said.

As well as teaching, John was 
also involved service clubs and 
organisations like the SES and 
Rotary, a member of the Army 
Reserve, a facilitator and host 
for exchange students and the 
foundation Officer Commanding 
of the local Army Cadet Unit. 

After teaching he became a 
counsellor and still has a position 
as a counsellor in the Scouts.

John said he felt privileged 
to be part of Colac and its com-
munity in many different ways.

“What I have come to realise 
lately (is) that I was gifted to 
be in so many positions where 
I have met so many people and 
been a part of their lives as well,” 
he said.

Downsizing and moving closer 
to family is the reason behind the 
Dunns’ move.

“If I had a choice and I could 
move Colac with its lake to some-
where around the You Yangs 
we would still be there,” John 
said.

“The gardens and lake are 
exquisite. To those that want to 
drain or put a road across the 

lake, I feel sorry for as they have 
no perception of nature’s unique 
gifts.”

Pat and John thanked the 
wonderful people they had met 
and shared special experiences 
with during their time in Colac. 

“A deep appreciation of what 

we have in Colac in the way of 
community, our environment 
and to be mindful of what we do 
each day, in every little and big 
way, will make the foundation of 
what Colac, and we, will become 
tomorrow and all the tomorrows 
to come,” John said.

FAREWELL: Pat and John Dunn have refl ected on their time living in Colac, after moving from 
Melbourne in 1975. The couple will be downsizing and moving closer to family.

230829JK0133-2
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 

Area covers the area assessed 

within the Environment Plan 

and encompasses a wide 

range of habitats and marine 

species, cultural values and 

socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed offshore 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six 

exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation and has 
extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after which time we will 
pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide 
feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

NEWS

BY GRETA LANNEN

It doesn’t matter where you go 
in your life, but what matters the 
most is who you have beside you 
along the way.

It’s an important message, and 
one that Samara Riley says perfectly 
describes the Colac Otway TAC L2P 
Program, which has been operating 
for a decade.

The L2P program assists learner 
drivers between 16 and 21 who do 
not have access to a supervising 
driver or car to gain the driving 
experience required to apply for a 
probationary licence.

Samara was one of the first 
learner drivers to graduate from 
the program and said the 10-year 
milestone was a real credit to the 
community, but most importantly 
the program’s mentors, including 
her mentor Laurie Ryan.

“This program not only provides a 
way, it also provides an unexpected 
friend,” she said.

“Mentors donate their time and 
skills to ensure our young people 
have opportunities to succeed.

“Laurie (Ryan) helped me to gain 
further independence and this in 
turn assisted me to enhance my 
career.

“However for me, the greatest 
benefit has been the strong bond and 
long-lasting friendship we formed 
while connecting and sharing sto-
ries during our driving practice,” 
Samara said.

Current program learner driver 
Shay-Lee Pyke said she greatly ap-
preciated the L2P program.

“The structure of this program 
provides a great experience because 
you’re learning how to drive, in a 
beautiful part of our country while 
growing a new friendship,” she said.

The program is a partnership be-
tween local councils and community 
organisations, the Department of 
Transport and the Transport Acci-
dent Commission, delivered locally 
by Colac’s Community Hub.

“The TAC L2P program, support-
ed by the Department of Transport, 
our CHI team and our dedicated 

Mentors and 
drivers mark
milestone 

MILESTONE: Bhakti De Bon, Jan Healey, Laurie Ryan, Rachel Wood and 
Emma Cullen celebrate the Colac Otway L2P program’s 10th birthday.

driver mentors, is a critical process 
for young and up and coming drivers 
to gain a practical understanding of 
our road rules while gaining on-road 
experience under the watchful eyes 
of their mentor,” Colac Commu-
nity Hub Inc board member George 
O’Dwyer said.

“It is so important for our L2P 
participants to learn the right way to 
drive and do so with confidence, this 
not only ensures their safety on the 
roadways but also other road users. 

“We look forward to another 10 
years of support for the L2P Pro-
gram from our wonderful service 
clubs, the many businesses and the 
Colac and surrounding communities 
that get behind this simple but ef-
fective program,” he said.

L2P program co-ordinator Bhakti 
De Bon said the program had sup-
ported more than 140 learner driv-
ers, successfully helping 80 learners 
attain their probationary licence.

“Road safety and good driving 
habits are something that the whole 
community benefits from and it’s 
pleasing to see the results achieved 
by the Colac Otway L2P program to 
date,” she said.

“Since gaining their P-plates, 
some of the participants have se-
cured employment which may not 
have been possible if it were not for 
the program.”

Amali Kennedy, Samara Riley, Laurie Ryan and Shay-Lee Pyke

Jenny Grenfell and Arthur Hollis

Kathryn Johns, Sarah Brien, Rachel Wood and Daniel Vass

Barry Rayner and Brett Dickason Lyn Crook, Amanda Pugh and Roseann Funston 

230911GL17

230911GL08

230911GL15

230911GL23 230911GL25

230911GL20
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 

Area covers the area assessed 

within the Environment Plan 

and encompasses a wide 

range of habitats and marine 

species, cultural values and 

socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed offshore 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six 

exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation and has 
extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after which time we will 
pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide 
feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

NEWS

Social housing plan for Colac

BY GRETA LANNEN

Colac’s ANZ branch 
will re-open today 
after receiving a 
third-party assess-
ment this week.

It comes more than 
four months after the 
Murray Street branch 
closed due to extreme 
water damage.

Monday’s assess-
ment analysed and 
confirmed the repairs 
the branch had un-

dergone and aimed to 
minimise the chance of 
any further disruption 
to banking services in 
the future.

In May, ANZ dis-
trict manager Renee 
Stewart marked a July 
reopening date for the 
branch, but it has re-
mained closed until 
today at 9.30am.

“We are  exc i ted 
to resume full-suite 
banking services in 
Colac, and welcome 

c u s t o m e r s  b a c k 
to the branch,” an 
ANZ spokesperson 
said.

“We appreciate the 
continued support and 
patience of our ANZ 
customers in the Colac 
community.”

The spokesperson 
did not confirm what 
had caused the wa-
ter damage and why 
there had been a delay 
i n  r e o p e n i n g  t h e 
branch.

BY ALISON MARTIN

Colac leaders have welcomed 
the State Government’s com-
mitment to build at least 50 
social housing dwellings in 
Colac, however views on the 
site chosen are divided.

Premier Dan Andrews an-
nounced on the weekend that a 
social housing development was 
planned for Pound Road, on land 
next to Colac Cemetery, and would 
be funded as part of the $1-billion 
Regional Housing Fund.

The fund was announced in 
July following the cancellation of 
the 2026 Commonwealth Games, 
and Colac Otway Shire Council 
has been advocating for the shire’s 
share of social housing, however 
the announcement came as a sur-
prise for the local community.

The amount of funding al-
located to the Colac project and 
other details are yet to be revealed, 
however the Premier’s office has 
confirmed “due diligence, feasibil-
ity and design work” for the devel-
opment is set to start.

Member for Polwarth Rich-
ard Riordan said the govern-
ment’s commitment was “fan-
tastic’’ but other land should be 
considered so the Pound Road 
site could be retained for Colac 
Secondary School to expand in the 
future. 

Colac Otway Shire Mayor Cr 
Chris Potter was pleased with the 
announcement, explaining the 
Pound Road site was the council’s 
preference, but he hopes further 
funding will be directed to Colac 
and Apollo Bay.

“We welcome the State Govern-
ment’s investment in public hous-

ing in Colac – it is something we 
have been lobbying hard for over 
the last two years and this Pound 
Road site was one we have been 
advocating for,” Cr Potter said.

“This is some reward for per-
sistence. We’ve known our case 
across Colac Otway was strong 
and officers and councillors have 
raised the need for housing at 
every opportunity. We’ve also been 
supported in our advocacy by our 
regional partners.

“We are focused on housing 
shortages right across the shire 
and will continue to push for more 
outcomes like this; we still have a 
long way to go to meet demand for 
affordable and key worker housing.

“We would hope this is only the 
beginning for the shire with clear 
needs in Apollo Bay also.”

Colac Otway chief executive 
Anne Howard said council had 
been in regular communication 
with Homes Victoria over the past 
few years about opportunities for 
social and affordable housing in 
the shire, particularly in Colac and 
Apollo Bay.  

“Whilst we weren’t aware that 
an announcement was ready 
to be made, we were anticipat-
ing a favourable outcome fol-
lowing the release of Victoria’s 
Housing Statement,” Ms Howard 
said.

“Council is supportive of a de-
velopment of this nature, which 

Colac bank branch 
re-opening today

OPEN TODAY: Colac’s ANZ branch will re-open today after a third party 
assessed the branch on Monday, after works to repair water damage.

is aligned to a key council priority 
of addressing the housing short-
age in the shire. Council’s Social 
Housing Plan 2021 identified that 
there was a need for an additional 
344 affordable dwellings across the 
shire. This is a good step in ad-
dressing the housing needs in 
Colac.

“We’re yet to understand the 
design and consultation process, 
however we will take a very close 
interest in the design and provide 
input where we can with a view to 
getting a great long-term outcome 
for our community. Council will 
work with the Victorian Govern-
ment to ensure the final design is 
appropriate for the site.”

In contrast, Mr Riordan said 
he believed the Pound Road site 
"doesn't make sense".

Mr Riordan, the Opposition's 
housing spokesperson, said he was 
hopeful that the lack of informa-
tion was positive for Colac because 
it meant there was time for the 
community to activate during the 
feasibility stage.

"It's a fantastic commitment (50 
social housing dwellings for Colac) 
but there should be two houses 
here, two houses there,” he said.

"If we'd run out of land then 
perhaps you would use that site, 
but it doesn't make sense.

"There's certainly still parcels 
of vacant land and reinvest where 
possible; I'm not entirely clear 
what's still government owned in 
the Queen Street and Bilson Street 
areas but there are certainly some 
houses beyond their usefulness 
(that could be rebuilt).

"There's a lot of subdividing go-
ing on and the government could 
purchase blocks.

"But just not that parcel of land; 
it's an education precinct and it has 
a better use for our community."

Mr Riordan, who had previously 
advocated for the Colac Specialist 
School to be relocated to the Pound 
Road site because of its proximity 
to CSC, the library, swimming pool 
and other sports facilities, said 
the land needed to be retained for 
CSC's expansion as Colac grew.

"There's nowhere else for the 
school to go."

Ms Howard said the council 
was “unaware of any need for 
Colac Secondary College to plan 
for expansion, but it is a matter 
better addressed by the Victorian 
Government”.

COLAC SITE: Crown land near Colac Cemetery is earmarked for a social housing development.

PHOTO SUPPLIED

230519GL01
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RICHES -
Denise.
18.11.2023.
Your battle is over Denise.
Now resting peacefully
with Noel and Cameron.
Loved sister-in-law of
Norm (dec) and Marj.
Loved aunty of
Sandra and Ken, Vicki,
Carolyn and Cliff and
Kelman (dec).

RICHES -
Denise.
Loved niece of Jack and
Eily Mahoney (both dec).
Loved and frustrating
cousin of Brian (dec) and
Lesley (WA), Graham and
Maureen, Pam and Terry
Mullane, Helen and Brian
Benson, Kevin (dec),
Leanne and David Best
(WA), John and Sharon,
Peter, David and Jill.
Many memories.
Now at Peace.

WEDNESDAY, 

NOVEMBER 29

7.30pm 

at LAKE OVAL 
ROOMS

ALL WELCOME
Enquiries R. Adams

0410 407 032

COLAC & DISTRICT 
FOOTBALL UMPIRES 

ASSOCIATION

AGM

Apex 
Pre-School

AGMAGM
We are delighted to 
welcome all existing 

and new parents 
and guardians to our 

2023/2024 Annual 
General Meeting.

Date: Thursday, 
November 23 

Location: Babil
Finger food provided
We look forward to 
seeing you all there
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

CLASSIFIEDS
To place an advertisement...

(03) 5231 5322

classifi eds@colacherald.com

Offi ce hours
Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 5:00pm
Friday 8:30am to 4pm
Deadlines
Monday edition

Word adverts: 4pm Friday
Display adverts: 3pm Friday or 11am if proof 
required
Death & Funeral notices: 11.30am Sunday
Wednesday edition
Word adverts: 12 noon Tuesday
Display adverts: 12 noon Tuesday or 9am if 
proof required
Death & Funeral notices: 11.30am Tuesday
Friday edition
Word adverts: 12 noon Thursday
Display adverts: 12 noon Thursday or 9am if 
proof required
Death & Funeral notices: 11.30am Thursday
Advertisement proofs
Any two or three column advertisements requiring 
proofs must be submitted 3 hours prior to deadline. 
Proofs are not provided for single column and line 
advertisements.
Advertising conditions
Advertiser’s full name and address must be supplied 
even if it is not included in the advertisement.

Birth notices require the signatures of both parents if 
both are mentioned in the advert before being accepted. 
These notices must be placed in person.

Wedding and Engagement notices require the 
signatures of both parties before being accepted. 

Death notices will only be published after family notices 
from the funeral director or the immediate family. 
Where authorisation cannot be verifi ed, notices will be 
held over.

Advertising cats and dogs for sale. Victorian 
Domestic Animals Act 1994 states all dogs and cats be 
microchipped before being given away or sold. Each 
animal advertised must contain a unique microchip 
number and also a source number of the seller from 
the Pet Exchange Register or the business registered 
number and council from where it is registered.

Motors advertisers. Private vendors of motor cars 
advertised for sale must include the price of the vehicle 
and either a registration number of the vehicle (if 
registered) or the engine number (if unregistered).

Found advertisements are published free. Simply 
provide us with the details for publishing.

Advertisements must be pre-paid unless the client has 
an existing account with the Colac Herald. Accounts 
must be paid for on the due date shown on the account.
Advertisers responsibility
Every business must honour its obligations under the 
Australian Consumer Law. Businesses must not make 
false, misleading or deceptive claims about a product 
or service.
Copyright
Greenstone Media being the publisher of the Colac 
Herald newspaper is the owner of the copyright in 
all advertisements (including artwork) prepared by 
employees and/or agents of the newspaper on behalf 
of the advertisers. Neither the newspaper advertisers 
nor any person on their behalf are authorised to publish, 
reproduce or copy in any manner, any of the said 
advertisements (including artwork) without the prior 
written licence of the newspaper. 

Members of

PUBLIC NOTICE

RODGERS -
The funeral of Mr Stanley
Rath Rodgers will be held
at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Gellibrand Street,
Colac (TOMORROW)
Thursday, November 23,
2023 with Prayers
commencing at 10.30 am.
In accordance with Stan’s
wishes a private cremation
will be held.
Please see
www.quinnfunerals.com.au
for live streaming details.

BIRTHS

HALLYBURTON
(Anderson) -
Bonnie and Chris are
thrilled to announce the
birth of

LIV MAREE
on November 19, 2023,
weighing 8lb 15oz.
Very excited brother and
sister Mac and Ava and
grandparents Heather and
Bruce and Sally and
Neville along with all their
families are rapt to
welcome our little Liv.

DEATHS

RICHES (nee McMahon) -
Denise Margaret.
10.2.1950 – 18.11.2023.
Passed away peacefully,
aged 73 years.
Dearly beloved wife of
Noel (dec).
Much loved Mother of
Cameron (dec), Stefanie,
Jane and Adam.
Cherished Nan of Jaylan.
Love does not end.

FUNERALS

RICHES –
Requiem Mass for the
repose of the soul of Mrs
Denise Margaret Riches
will be offered at
St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Gellibrand Street,
Colac on Tuesday,
November 28, 2023
commencing at 11 am.
The funeral will leave the
Church at the conclusion
of the service for the
Colac Lawn Cemetery.
Please see
www.quinnfunerals.com.au
for live-streaming details.

IN MEMORIAM

BOULTON -
Jodie Nicole.
21.11.2022.
One year has passed.
A silent thought,
A single tear.
Love you heaps.
- Mum.

FOR SALE

BALLARAT CHOOKS - 
Colac, Winchelsea and 
Inverleigh areas. Delivery 
date: November 29. Pullets/
chooks. Hyline Brown. 
Sexed and vaccinated. 
Please phone or text Kelvin 
on 0400 559 559.

GARAGE SALES

THURSDAY, November 23 
and Friday, November 24, 
4 - 7.30pm at 129 Aireys St, 
Elliminyt. Everything from 
fence posts to formal wear.

WANTED

MILK VATS
ANY reasonable condition
c o n s i d e r e d ,  p a y i n g
between  $150  to  $1000.
Phone Telly Katsaros 0427
368 261.

MEETINGS

AGM
Wednesday, 
December 6

6.00pm

at Culture Cafe

Colac Motorcycle 
Club Inc

MEETINGS

Notice is hereby given that the 

2023 Annual General Meeting 

will be held at

Colac Area Health  
Conference Room,
2-28 Connor Street, Colac

on

Wednesday 6 December  
at 2pm

Members of the public are invited to attend. 
Limited seating.

RSVP by Friday, 1 December to  
communications@cah.vic.gov.au

A recording will be available following the  
meeting on the Colac Area Health website

  Fiona Brew, Chief Executive

Health
COLAC AREA COLAC AREA HEALTH 

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

“Quality Care Close to Home”.

MEETINGS
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 

Area covers the area assessed 

within the Environment Plan 

and encompasses a wide 

range of habitats and marine 

species, cultural values and 

socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 

proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 

surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Dirty Carpets?Dirty Carpets?

Outdoor pavers need a spruce-up?Outdoor pavers need a spruce-up?

Spring is the
perfect time
for cleaning

RELIABLE,
EFFICIENT,

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE.

WEEKENDS & 
AFTER HOURS 

AVAILABLE.

LOCALS
HELPING
LOCALS

• Carpet cleaning
• Concrete grinding
• Paveshield/Epoxy application
• Polished concrete
• Tile & grout cleaning
• Upholstery cleaning
• Residential and commercial

Phone Damien and Bec today

0439 036 691

Dirty Carpets?

Outdoor pavers need a spruce-up?

Typsy use 
helps out
THE Victoria Tourism Industry 
Council and state government 
recently announced a cost free option 
for local tourism and hospitality 
businesses to manage their staff  
training using Typsy. 

Typsy is an internationally recognised 
Netfl ix style micro-credential learning 
system which uses short videos to deliver 
skills based training to the tourism 
hospitality and events industry. 

Once a business is connected staff  can be 
invited into the program to learn together 
with their colleagues via a website or 
mobile app.  

Founded in Melbourne the Typsy 
platform is now used in more than 100 
countries and off ers access to over 1000 
videos and short courses for staff  who earn 
badges and certifi cates when completed.

 “The announcement is well timed 
to support businesses at a time of year 
when they are employing new staff  for 
the summer season,” according to Port 
Campbell Visitor Information Centre co-
ordinator Mark Cuthell. 

“I am really pleased that local students 
and residents, that might be starting their 
fi rst job or a new job this summer will be 
provided with tools and support to assist 
them to feel more comfortable and excel 
in their roles. 

“We look forward to assisting local 
businesses to implement the program.” 

A successful pilot trial in Metropolitan 
Melbourne lead to the recent announcement 
which delivers the Typsy platform free 
of charge to tourism and hospitality 
businesses in regional Victoria. 

Cars stolen in Simpson 

Keep an eye out: Cobden Police Senior Constable Ash Pitt encourages residents
to be on the lookout for farm crime in the area. 2023D

RESIDENTS have been reminded 
to be extra vigilant with a series of 
thefts and burglaries in the area. 

Cobden Police Sergeant Craig Jenkins 
said two vehicles were reported stolen in the 
Simpson area over fi ve days. 

He said a Red Holden Utility was reported 
stolen during the early hours of Thursday, 
September 21 and a Prado was reported stolen 
in the early hours of Sunday, September 24. 

Sgt Jenkins said the Red Holden Utility 
had been recovered and the alleged off ender 
remanded on Saturday. 

He said the Prado was still yet to be 
recovered. 

Sgt Jenkins said the residents had “detected 
unusual behaviour and movement” in the 
area. 

“I’d like to remind everyone to be vigilant,” 
he said. 

“It means talking to your neighbours, 
promote community safety and encouraging 
the use of security cameras to deter and 
detect off ending.”

Sgt Jenkins said there had also been a 
number of reports of thefts and burglaries in 
the area in recent weeks. 

“There are obviously some undesirable 
people in the area at the moment,” he said. 

“Police are making a conscious eff ort to 
recover outstanding items and apprehend the 
off enders.” 

Sgt Jenkins encouraged community 
members to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 
333 000 or Cobden Police on 5595 1550 if 
they have information about a crime or 000 if 
suspiscious or illegal behaviour is observed. 

Residents were also encouraged to call 
into the Cobden Police station or Hewitt 
and Whitty Cobden to pick up a ‘rural farm 
crime sign’ for their property. 
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Where dental care and 
comfort is our priority

$149 fixed fee for examination, 
bitewing xrays and a scale and clean  
(no gap for private health insurance patients)

Call Mel today 5593 1700 for an appointment  
or call in to 38 Fergusson St, Camperdown 

Interest free 
payment options

Emergency appointments  
available
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 

Area covers the area assessed 

within the Environment Plan 

and encompasses a wide 

range of habitats and marine 

species, cultural values and 

socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 

proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 

surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Voice referendum date set
PRIME Minister Anthony Albanese has announced the 
2023 Australian Indigenous Voice Referendum will be 
held on Saturday, October 14.

The referendum will ask Australians: 
 A Proposed Law: to alter the Constitution to recognise the 

First Peoples of Australia by establishing an Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Voice. Do you approve this proposed 
alteration?

If the referendum is successful, the proposed alteration to 
the constitution will involve one recognition and three ensuing 
provisions.

In recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
as the First Peoples of Australia:

i. There shall be a body, to be called the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Voice;

ii. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice may make 

representations to the Parliament and the Executive Government 
of the Commonwealth on matters relating to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples; and

iii. The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have 
power to make laws with respect to matters relating to the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice, including its 
composition, functions, powers and procedures.

Mr Albanese said the proposed alteration was “pretty clear 
and pretty straightforward”.

“Recognition. Listening to advice. Parliament continuing as 
decision-maker,” he said.

“That is the clear, positive and practical request from 
Indigenous Australians.

“That is the hand out asking us, non-Indigenous Australia, to 
just grasp that hand of friendship.

“And that’s what we can vote Yes for.”

Mr Albanese said it was time to write the next chapter in
Australia’s history, stating the nation was at its best when
willing to be progressive.

“In the history of our great nation, the wonderful acts of
national progress and the great advances in fairness have always
required hard work,” he said.

“There were arguments here, when South Australia, something
they are very proud of and should be, led the world in giving
women the right to vote.

“There were arguments made against Federation and the
minimum wage, Medicare and multiculturalism. And before the
1967 referendum, before Vincent Lingiari, before Mabo, before
the Apology. 

“But the great story of our country, through the generations, is
that Australians come together to answer these calls for change.
We rise to the moment.”

Volunteer awards open now for noms’

Open now: Wannon MP Dan Tehan is calling for nominations for this year’s Sport 
and Volunteer Awards. 2023E

MEMBER for Wannon Dan Tehan MP 
is calling for nominations for this year’s 
Sport and Volunteer Awards.

The Sport and Volunteer Awards recognise 
our unsung heroes – volunteers who inspire 
their peers through their generosity of spirit, 
patience, willingness and have demonstrated 
passion and made a signifi cant contribution 
towards their community.

“The Wannon Sport and Volunteer Awards 
are a highlight on my calendar as I take the 
opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the 
valuable contributions so many local people 
make to the Wannon community,” Mr Tehan 
said.

The Sport Awards recognise and highlight 
outstanding sporting performances, 
achievements, and contributions made by 
community members. 

Nominators for the Sports Awards are invited 
to nominate an individual or team in the 
following categories:

• Primary School - Individual or Team 
Achievement;

• Secondary School - Individual or Team 
Achievement;

• Open - Individual or Team Achievement; 
and

• Member of Parliament. 
The Volunteer Awards recognise and celebrate

individual and group volunteers who had made 
outstanding contributions and go above and 
beyond for their local communities.

Nominators for the Volunteer Awards are
invited to nominate an individual or group in 
the following categories:

• Youth Volunteer;
• Emergency Management;
• Group;
• Inspiring Individual; and
• Member of Parliament Award.
Nomination forms are available at www.

dantehan.com.au or by calling 1300 131 692.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 

Area covers the area assessed 

within the Environment Plan 

and encompasses a wide 

range of habitats and marine 

species, cultural values and 

socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 

proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 

surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Fancy a movie 
night fundraiser?
IF your community group is looking 
for a fun way to raise funds, entertain 
the kids, or just have a good night out, 
Corangamite Shire Council’s mobile 
cinema could be just the ticket.

Council’s acting co-ordinator wellbeing 
economy Tammy Young said the mobile 
cinema was available from November 2023 
until March 2024.

“A movie night is a great way to build social 
connections in farming communities that don’t 
come together that often,” she said.

“Many groups have used screenings to 
raise funds for their sporting club, hall 
improvements, charity and other causes.”

Ms Young said community groups were 
welcome to apply. 

“There are limited screenings available and 
community groups will need to purchase the 
DVD they are showing,” she said. 

“Council can arrange the booking of the fi lm 
on behalf of your community group.

“In the past year various groups have screened 

kids’ movies including ‘Sing 2’, ‘Frozen 2’, 
‘Peter Rabbit’ and ‘Elvis’.”

In collaboration with the Corangamite 
Film Society, council can arrange a team 
of volunteers to take the mobile cinema 
equipment to your venue and show the movie 
of your choice.

Ms Young said screenings were subject to 
the availability of volunteers with council 
arranging the booking on the behalf of 
community groups

“Film distributors charge a small fee for the 
screening rights, which ranges between $150 
and $350,” she said.

“Each expression of interest received will be 
assessed and we expect about 10 screenings 
will be held during the scheduled months.”

If you would like to screen a movie, 
download an expression of interest form from 
www.corangamite.vic.gov.au/Mobile-cinema 
or contact the council on 5593 7100 for a hard 
copy.

Expressions of interest close on Friday, 
October 20.

For more information, please call Ms Young 
on 5593 7100.

Open day opens up career opportunities
AROUND 70 female secondary students from 

schools across Timboon, Warrnambool and 
Mortlake got a unique ‘up-close’ look at the 
careers available in the energy industry at Lochard 
Energy’s Student Open Day.

The open day, held earlier this month, was 
organised in partnership with the Neil Porter 
Legacy (NPL) and South West TAFE to provide 
the students with exposure to future career options 
they students might have not yet considered. 

 “The NPL believes students need to get out of 
the classroom and experience diff erent workplaces 
that match their interests,” NPL representative 
Matt Porter said.

“They must talk to employers and employees, 
see workplaces, ask questions and understand how 
their classroom learning can be used in real-life 
situations,” he said. 

 “We can’t thank Lochard Energy enough for 
opening their doors and giving these female 
students this opportunity. 

“These young ladies will see women working 
at all levels in this industry and they’ll see what’s 
possible and be able to make informed career-
based decisions.” 

The open day included a panel discussion with 
key experts from Lochard, industry workshops, 
a tour of the site and a barbecue lunch where 
students could mix with Lochard employees, ask 
questions and get a better understanding of the 
industry. 

“There are so many diff erent roles in this industry 
and the work is interesting, varied and evolving as 
we look to support the transition to renewables, so 
it makes a really great career choice for anyone 
but particularly for those in the South-west region 
with the Iona Gas Storage Facility right here in 
Port Campbell,” Lochard Energy chief executive 
offi  cer Anthony Fowler said. 

“We have some exceptionally skilled and 
experienced women in management and technical 
roles at Lochard but it’s no secret that historically 
there has been fewer women in this industry and 
we really want to encourage more females to 
consider it as a career option.”

Career options: A group of Timboon P-12 School female students took part in an open day at Lochard Energy on Monday. 
2023E

advertise with us  
it’s a really bright idea!
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ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 

proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 

surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 

VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
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We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Lap the 
Map for 
diabetes
SIMPSON Lions Club is getting behind 
a nation-wide Lions initiative, and the 
community can get involved to. 

The club is inviting the wider community to 
join them for a walk around the Simpson Dam 
to raise awareness about diabetes. 

Club president Russ Davis said on Sunday, 
September 10 at 10.30am the club will be doing 
a few laps of the dams.

He invited the community to come along to 
the day.

“It’s a great cause and good excuse to get out 
in the Spring air,” Mr Davis said. 

More than 1.3 million Australians are 
currently living with diabetes and Lions 
volunteers across the country are on a mission 
to do what they can to reduce the prevalence 
of diabetes and improve the quality of life for 
those diagnosed. 

In the leadup to World Diabetes Day on 
November 14, Lions Clubs across Australia 
will be hosting Lions Lap the Map walks and 
events in their local communities. 

The community walks aim to raise awareness 
of diabetes and rally communities, healthcare 
professions, and individuals alike to work 
towards a healthier and more vibrant future for 
all Australians. 

With the help of communities across 
Australia, Lions Australia aims to have a 
combined distance travelled which will exceed 
Australia’s circumference (25,760 kms) by 
World Diabetes Day. 

Lions national diabetes co-ordinator Pat Mills 
said diabetes is a key focus for Lions and the 
organisation is focussed on doing what it can 
to help reduce the impact of the disease in the 
community. 

“Across Australia 1.3 million people have 
been diagnosed with diabetes and 283 people 
are diagnosed every day,” she said. 

“The disease can lead to serious health issues 
aff ecting the heart and blood vessels, eyes, 
kidneys, nerves and teeth. 

“In most high-income countries, diabetes 
is a leading cause of cardiovascular disease, 
blindness, kidney failure and lower limb 
amputation.

“It’s expected to aff ect 629 million adults by 
2045.”

Ms Mills said early diagnosis, optimal 
treatment and eff ective ongoing support and 
management reduce the risk of diabetes-related 
complications. 

She said in recent years Lions Clubs across 
Australia have been focused on raising 
awareness and funds to support more vital 
research into the diagnoses and treatment.

“Our Lions Lap the Map family friendly walks 
and campaigns in the community encourage 
people to get outside and have a walk to 
promote healthy lifestyle and raise awareness 
of the diabetes epidemic in Australia,” Ms 
Mills said. 

“From events in shopping centres and gyms, 
to walks in parks with healthy food, diabetes 
screenings for attendees and informative health 
professionals there’s a range of diff erent types 
of events help as part of the Lap the Map 
campaign. 

“We encourage people to keep an eye out 
and if your local Lions Club is having an event 
consider going along. 

“They are usually very informative and a 
great day out for the entire family.”

Final stage for trail
Works continue: The 12 Apostles Trail is nearing completion with the fi nal lot of works in progress. 2023D

THE Twelve Apostles Trail is in the 
fi nal stage of works.  

In recent weeks contractors have 
completed a number of components of the 
project including:
• Construction of Campbells Creek 

bridge footings;
• Kerb and channel poured on Great 

Ocean Road, east of Campbells Creek 
bridge;

• Started fencing works on east side of 
Campbells Creek bridge, with holes cut 
for fencing;

• Continued path construction and 
fencing on the east of the Great Ocean 
Road lookout; 

• Wannon Water sewer pipeline 
completed and tested; and

• Seating installed at lookout carpark. 
The fi nal project pieces to be completed 

are:
• Offi  site fabrication of cantilever 

boardwalk for north of the lookout;
• Landscaping at Great Ocean Road 

lookout car park and Desailly Street 
traffi  c island;

• Continue path construction works 
between Great Ocean Road lookout 
and Campbells Creek;

• Complete underground drain 
construction near bus shelter;

• Campbells Creek bridge to be erected;
• Finalise shop drawings for boardwalks 

opposite Port Campbell-Curdievale 
Road and on Great Ocean Road 
between cutting and Campbells Creek; 

• Drainage improvement works on North 
South Road; and

• Replace missing trail related road 
signs. 
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Street was owed more.
The embattled company’s 

total estimated liabilities sit at 
more than $6.219 million, ac-
cording to extracts from Multi-
Res  records.

Mr Anderson said the first 
meeting of creditors will be 
held this Friday, but that it 
would be “business as usual” 
for Energy Street, who will 
continue operating as normal.

“We are looking to sell the 
business … We are currently 
running a sale process, and are 
looking for a new owner of the 
business,” Mr Anderson said. 

He said the business em-
ployed 13 staff but had a “sig-
nificant number” of 
subcontractors who were 
“heavily reliant” on the busi-
ness, and that a “pretty urgent 
review” was underway. 

A rise in material costs and 

Firm’s future 
hits brick wall
 Multi-Res collapse ‘forces’ company’s sale

A northern construction busi-
ness has been put on the mar-
ket after being caught in the 
fallout of a failed Hobart build-
er that owes its creditors mil-
lions – with the company 
claiming they’re almost $400k 
out of pocket. 

Prospect Vale-based Energy 
Street Pty Ltd entered external 
administration last week, with 
David Mansfield and Travis 
Anderson appointed joint 
administrators on August 29. 

The company, which is 
headed by directors Rodney 
Patterson and Wayne Mitchell, 
had recently taken a financial 
hit after the May liquidation of 
Hobart-based Multi-Res 
Builders Pty Ltd. 

According to a report to 
creditors authored by its liqui-
dator, David Levi, Multi-Res’ 
proof of debt amount to En-
ergy Street sits at $251,289 – but 
Mr Mitchell says they are owed 
more for works in progress that 
took the amount closer to 
$400k.

A Multi-Res representative 
denied the claim that Energy 

the current “inflammatory en-
vironment” of the building in-
dustry was also a contributing 
factor in the company’s admin-
istration, Mr Anderson said. 

Speaking to the Mercury, Mr 
Mitchell said it was “unfortu-
nate” their business had “suf-
fered” because of the collapse 
of Multi-Res. 

He agreed that while costs 
including building materials 
and labour had contributed to 
their situation, he said Multi-
Res “is our main reason why 
our business is in the position it 
is today”. 

He said expressions of inter-
est in the business were open, 
and that all offers would be 
considered. 

“We are looking for a fairly 
quick turnaround, especially 
for our business clients and 
more so for our staff, to make 
sure we have a business to con-
tinue – and all signs point to 
[that] we will,” he said. 

Mr Mitchell said   Mr Patter-
son would likely exit the busi-
ness in the next three weeks 
and it was their priority to find 
a viable option to ensure the 
continuation of the business. 

Katie Hall

Wayne 
Mitchell

SES Regional Emergency Management Co-ordinator Emma Gardner, Community Resilience Officer Milly Burgess, with Fox, and RSPCA 
Marketing and Relations Manager Kerri Walsh. Picture: Chris Kid

Keeping your companion 
animals safe during an 
emergency is now as easy as 
Ready Pet Go.

Launching on Tuesday, 
and developed by RSPCA 
Tasmania in the wake of the 
Dunalley bushfires and the 
2016 floods, the new 
resource provides pet 
owners with a three-step 
process to keep their moggie 
and pooch safe.

RSPCA Tasmania’s Kerri 
Walsh said Ready Pet Go’s 
compact brochure, poster, 
and QR-coded bumper 
sticker were all designed to 
help owners develop a plan 
well ahead of time.

Ms Walsh said 
emergencies often caught 
people off guard, triggering 
panic. 

The Ready Pet Go resource 
provided advice and step-by-
step guides to ensure people 
felt comfortable evacuating 
with their pets, Ms Walsh 
said. 

“Ready” highlighted the 
importance of assembling of 
vital documents, and of 
storing a week’s worth of 
each pet’s medication.

“Pet” focused on gathering 
supplies for each animal, 
including transportation 
containers, comfort items, 
food, and toileting 

necessities.  Finally, “Go” 
aimed to equip owners with 
tools to stay up to date in 
emergency situations, and to 
make informed decisions 
including locating the 
nearest evacuation centre. 

Ready Pet Go was 
developed with support from 
the National Partnership 
Agreement on Disaster Risk 
Reduction, and in 
collaboration with the SES 
and local government 
councils in Tasmania.

Kingborough Deputy 
Mayor Clare Glade-Wright 
backed the Ready Pet Go 
program for her municipality. 

“Kingborough residents 
are passionate pet owners, 
so this is an important 
campaign which guides 
people through the 
processes of planning for an 
emergency with their pets,” 
she  said.

“With just under 6000 
dogs registered in 
Kingborough and 24 per cent 
of households owning cats, 
planning for how you are 
going to transport, feed, and 
look after your pet in an 
emergency is extremely 
important”.

Ready Pet Go brochures 
and bumper stickers are 
available from 
rspcatatas.org.au, or from 
any of Tasmania’s 29 
councils.

Ready, Pet, Go keeps them safe in a crisis
Duncan Abey
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proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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construction of the building re-
vealed a groundbreaking de-
velopment in the use of native 
timber: that Tasmanian blue 
gum was suitable for use in 
heated floors.

“We know timber is not the 
biggest fan of being heated and 
changed with moisture,” said 
Dr Louise Wallis of The Centre 
for Sustainable Architecture 
with Wood.

However, a slab constructed 
beside the building to test a 

“whole heap of different spe-
cies, with the heating cranked 
up for some time,” revealed 
blue gum was suitable for this 
type of application, once glued 
to a thin plywood board to en-
sure its stability.

“This was the first time [blue 
gum] has been put in a com-
mercial environment where it’s 
on an underfloor heated slab,” 
Dr Wallis said.

“It’s quite likely this product 
will be able to be used across 

the rest of Australia. This 
building is now the experiment 
giving other people the confi-
dence to do this.”

Only one other Australian 
supplier is producing timber 
for heated floors with the oth-
ers all manufactured in China.

Tasmanian Timber chair-
man Shawn Britton, the man-
aging director of Britton 
Timbers, which supplied the 
oak for River’s Edge, said large-
scale timber products are 

growing in popularity.
“More architects and design-

ers are looking for solutions 
that have carbon benefits. Tim-
ber is the obvious choice not 
only for carbon storage, but 
also for the raw beauty and 
functionality,” he said.

Mr Britton nominated two 
main “threats” to Tasmania’s 
timber industry: outbidding by 
mainland producers, particu-
larly in Victoria, and under-
cutting by cheap imports.

“Most people in Tasmania’s 
industry want to see processing 
of our products into value-
added products on the island,” 
he said.

Mr Britton said demand was 
“strong” and it was up to pro-
ducers and regulators to ensure 
consistency of supply.

Timber the star of build
With 32.5 per cent less embod-
ied carbon, a “first of its kind” 
heated blue gum floor, and ex-
tensive use of Tasmanian oak, 
the state’s local timber industry 
is holding up the University of 
Tasmania’s newest building as 
an exemplar for the future.

Industry heads were taken 
on a tour of the newly complet-
ed $45.5m River’s Edge build-
ing at the university’s Inveresk 
campus, home to Humanities, 
Social Sciences, Law, Edu-
cation and Business, on Friday.

The building incorporates an 
extensive range of Tasmanian 
timber products including ven-
eer panels, timber battens, solid 
flooring, wall and ceiling lin-
ings, furniture, kitchen joinery, 
acoustic panels, and a cross-
laminated timber staircase, all 
manufactured locally from na-
tive and plantation timbers, 
particularly Tasmanian oak.

The extensive use of wood 
plus other green innovations, 
including recycled concrete 
and pilings made from repur-
posed steel gas pipelines, has 
resulted in 32.5 per cent less 
embodied carbon – carbon 
emitted during a building’s 
construction.

Significantly, the design and 

Alex Treacy

New $45.5m UTAS building a glimpse into the future

Inside the University of Tasmania’s new River's Edge building. Picture: UTAS

Rapist’s 
sentence 
review
A repeat rapist and violent re-
cidivist criminal – and one of 
the few men in Tasmania 
deemed dangerous enough to 
be incarcerated for life – is 
inching closer to the possibility 
of freedom.

Ian John Brumby, aged in his 
mid-60s, appeared in the Su-
preme Court of Tasmania on 
Monday via video link from the 
Ron Barwick medium security 
prison.

Brumby was jailed indefi-
nitely 20 years ago under Tas-
mania’s Dangerous Criminals 
legislation, when he was sen-
tenced for stabbing a man’s 
throat, slicing halfway through 
his windpipe, in an unprovoked 
New Year’s Eve attack.

It came after a criminal his-
tory described by one judge as 
“appalling”, which included ag-
gravated rape and the fractur-
ing of a woman’s skull.

Earlier this year, the Su-
preme Court heard Brumby’s 
Dangerous Criminal declar-
ation would be reviewed.

The move has come due to 
changes to the legislation 
passed in 2021 that mean a per-
son’s declaration must be re-
viewed every three years.

On Monday, Justice Grego-
ry Geason heard the report was 
not yet complete – adjourning 
the matter until October 19.

Amber Wilson

Professor Dom Geraghty.

www.keepingchildrensafe.tas.gov.au

Keeping  
Children Safe

The Report of the Commission of Inquiry into the  
Tasmanian Government’s Responses to Child Sexual  
Abuse in Institutional Settings will be tabled and made 
public at Parliament House in Hobart at 11.30am on  
26 September 2023. Individuals who have been affected  
by this issue are welcome to attend (please arrive from 
10:30am to allow time for entry).

Visit www.keepingchildrensafe.tas.gov.au or call 
1800 093 758 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm for more 
information, and advice on support services available.

“It is only by working together with a shared sense of 
purpose, that we will make Tasmania a safer place for all.” 
Premier Jeremy Rockliff
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Emergency Management 
Minister Murray Watt hasn’t 
ruled out the prospect of taking 
a holiday during what’s been 
forecast as the most brutal 
bushfire season since the 
2019-2020 Black Summer 
crisis. 

The minister took questions 
ahead of a historic two-day 
summit in Canberra, where 
more than 200 organisations 
will gather to discuss what 
more can be done to prepare 
for the oncoming heat. 

He said he intended to take 
one week off in December that 
“will depend on the disaster sit-
uations that we face”.

“I can assure you, since I’ve 
been the minister, I have not 
had a whole lot of holidays and 
every time I have I’ve been on 
the phone to my staff,” he told 
media. 

Former prime minister Scott 
Morrison weathered a fierce 
backlash two years ago when 
he flew to Hawaii for a family 

vacation while the worst bush-
fires in Australia’s history 
burned across the country. 

He was heavily criticised by 
then opposition leader An-
thony Albanese for a “lack of 
transparency” about the tim-
ing and location of the trip, 
which Mr Morrison later 
apologised for. 

Mr Albanese and Senator 
Watt will join crisis manage-
ment, response and recovery 
specialists this week to discuss 

how to prepare for the high-
risk season. 

Mr Albanese said he was 
concerned about the “worry-
ing conditions” and wanted to 
avoid clashes with state gov-
ernments this summer. 

He cited the “great deal of 
disagreement” between Mr 
Morrison and then NSW 
premier Gladys Berejiklian, 
who publicly clashed over a 
lack of consultation on the de-
ployment of Australian De-

fence Force personnel. “This 
week is all about preparedness, 
we are bringing together all the 
states and territories,” Mr Al-
banese said on Monday.

His concerns came after the 
Bureau of Meteorology 
confirmed the country would 
be experiencing an El Nino 
weather event for the next 
year, bringing an increased risk 
of extreme heat as well as a 
worsening bushfire outlook in 
southeastern Australia. Na-

Brutal fire
season

expected
Eli Green 
and Eleanor Campbell 

Squabble 
over new 
jobs goal
A stoush looms over the federal 
government’s new jobs goal as 
bosses and unions clash on 
whether the change will make 
the Reserve Bank’s fight 
against inflation more difficult.

On Monday, the govern-
ment released its jobs strategy, 
which included a broadened 
union-backed definition of ‘full 
employment’ to ‘everyone who 
wants a job can get one without 
searching for too long’.

The government's new defi-
nition draws a distinction with 
the RBA’s unemployment fore-
casts, which are based on the 
non-accelerating inflation rate 
of unemployment (NAIRU) – 
the lowest level of unemploy-
ment before the economy 
starts generating inflation and 
sharp wages growth. 

The RBA forecasts the 
NAIRU is between 4-4.5 per 
cent, which means the current 
3.7 per cent unemployment rate 
is unsustainably low.

In June, then-RBA deputy 
governor Michele Bullock said 
that unemployment was fore-
cast to rise to 4.5 per cent as the 
economy slowed as a result of 
its aggressive  rate hikes, which 
she said would be “closer to a 
sustainable balance point”. 

But employers criticised the 
change, claiming it was at odds 
with the RBA’s fight against in-
flation.

tional Emergency Manage-
ment Agency co-ordinator-
general Brendan Moon said 
people should also prepare for 
the possibility of cyclones and 
floods. 

“The strategy for this week is 
to look at national arrange-
ments to actually deal with 
those compounding and cas-
cading events that may impact 
the nation during this high-
risk weather season,” Mr 
Moon said.

Australia could experience a torrid bushfire season with El Nino bringing extreme heat and drier conditions. Picture: Morten Boe

Watt feels holiday heat 
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Federal Court of Australia Count Financial Limited Class Action

The Federal Court of Australia has ordered this notice be published. A class action has been 
commenced in the Federal Court of Australia by R and N Hunter Pty Ltd (ACN 105 163 522) atf 
the Hunter Family Super Fund (the Applicant) against Count Financial Limited (Count). You 
should read this notice carefully as it may affect your rights.

The Applicant alleges that some of Count's financial advisers breached the law by failing to 
comply with duties to act in their clients’ best interests and failing to give priority to their clients’ 
interests. The Applicant alleges that Count as Licensee is liable for the conduct of its financial 
advisers and that Count itself breached the law by both failing to take reasonable steps to ensure 
that its financial advisers complied with those duties and by engaging in misleading or deceptive 
conduct (or conduct that was likely to mislead or deceive).  The Applicant alleges that Count and 
its financial advisers breached fiduciary duties owed to the Applicant and Group Members.  The 
Applicant also alleges that, for some Group Members, Count's financial advisers entered into 
ongoing services agreements pursuant to which they promised to provide services on an ongoing 
fee basis, which they did not provide on some or all occasions. Finally the Applicant alleges that 
Count incorrectly advised its financial advisers that conflicted remuneration could continue to be 
paid on arrangements entered into between the financial advisers and their clients where the 
arrangement was entered into prior to 1 July 2014.

Count denies the allegations and is defending the class action. In summary Count defends the 
class action including on the basis that:

 
(a)   the receipt and retention of commission payments by Count's financial advisers 

(including in circumstances expressly permitted by legislation) is not conduct in breach 
of the law and not contrary to the best interests duty and duty of priority;

(b)   Count took reasonable steps to ensure Count financial advisers complied with their 
legal obligations described above;

(c)   Count did not engage in the alleged misleading and deceptive conduct;
(d)   the alleged fiduciary duties are not owed by Count, or by each financial adviser, to 

clients;
(e)   there was no breach of the ongoing service arrangement entered into by the Applicant; 

and
(f)    Count did not incorrectly advise its financial advisers in relation to the acceptance of 

conflicted remuneration.

The Federal Court of Australia has set 1 December 2023 as the date by which group members 
may choose to opt out of the class action.

You may be a group member if you:

(a)   received personal advice from a financial adviser in the Count network;

(b)   acquired, renewed and/or continued to hold insurance, financial or platform products; 
and

(c)   paid initial and/or trail commissions in respect of those products between 21 August 
2014 until 21 August 2020.

If you believe that you may be a group member then you should read the Notice that the 
Federal Court has ordered be published. The Notice is a very important document which may 
affect your legal rights. A copy of the Notice and further information about the class action may 
be viewed at https://tinyurl.com/CountClassAction or by contacting the Applicant's lawyers, 
Piper Alderman, on (02) 9253 9999.
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Police 
hunt ends 
in arrest 
A man was taken into custody 
after police swarmed a small 
North-West Coast community 
– as officers conducted a search 
for a “person of interest” in the 
area.

Tasmania Police descended 
on the town of Penguin, near 
Devonport, on Monday morn-
ing, as part of a search for a 36-
year-old man.

The man was described as 
having blonde hair, with a 
light/fair complexion and a 
medium build.

He was described as being 
approximately 182cm tall.

The man had last been seen 
near  Dial Rd and South Rd in 
Penguin, while wearing a black 
hooded jumper.

He was taken into police 
custody just before midday on 
Monday.

Tasmania Police told the 
Mercury the man had been ar-
rested for family violence-re-
lated offences.

At the time of writing, the 
man remained in custody, but 
no charges had yet been laid.

Katie Hall

Hobart restaurateur Louie 
Sorgi has spent almost his en-
tire life in hospitality – but after 
running four eateries, he’s de-
cided to put his renowned Ital-
ian restaurant on the market. 

North Hobart’s Amici Ital-
ian has been running since 
2012, but owner Louie Sorgi 
says now is the time for him to 
take a step back and enjoy his 
retirement. 

But lovers of Italian cuisine 
are not to fear: the restaurant 
will remain open. 

The business has hit the 
market for $353,000, walk-in 
walk-out.

Mr Sorgi – who just turned 
60 and has run four restaurants  
during his career – said he had 
found it hard to step back, but 
he knew it was the right time to 
sell up.

“I did explore my options of 

Katie Hall

Italian fave is on menu

Renowned Hobart restaurant is hitting the market

going back in myself, but I 
weighed it up … a lot of people 
can manage with other people 
running (their business) and 
being less hands-on but I strug-
gle to do that,” Mr Sorgi said. 

“A big part of that was the 
creativity; I do have a passion 
for the food industry and it was 
tempting to go back in … (but) 
that balance is my achilles heel.”

Mr Sorgi said he’d even 
started thinking about tapping 
into the vegan market.

“I mean it is highly unlikely, 
but I never say never, and if the 
right opportunity came along, I 
would look at it,” he said.  At 60, 

Mr Sorgi said he still believed 
he had plenty to learn but was 
excited about what lay ahead 
for his new-found retirement – 
which he hoped would include 
some travel.

For those looking at jumping 
into the hospitality business 
Mr Sorgi said it was a challeng-
ing craft but one that was also 
very rewarding. 

“Being your own boss and 
having that creative side to it as 
well … I get excited. You’ve got 
to have that creative side to you, 
you have got to be driven – but 
it’s very rewarding,” he said.

After previously running 
restaurants The Riviera and 
Rozzinis, Mr Sorgi said the key 
to being in business was “see-
ing things others don’t see”. 

“For me, it’s about under-
standing the market … if there’s 
not a market or a niche (to fill), 
then there’s no point, because 
people won’t want it.”

 Louie Sorgi, owner and chef of Amici restaurant in North Hobart, is selling his popular business for $353,000. Picture: Sam Rosewarne 

GET THE NEWS FIRST
Download our appGet the new Mercury app 

and don’t miss a story
Subscribe at themercury.com.au/subscribe and download the app at App Store and GooglePlay

NEWS DELIVERED AS IT HAPP

Aust residents 18+ only. Entries open 06/08/23, 12:01 am (Sydney Time) and close 10/09/23, 11:59 pm (Sydney Time). Limit 1 entry per person, per 
day. Entrants, other than subscribers at the time of entry, must retain their original Eligible Newspaper(s) printed codeword(s) for all entries as 
proof of purchase. Total prize pool valued at AU$202,908 (incl. GST). Major Prize: six (6) 10 night Grand Western Mediterranean cruise for 2 people in 
a twin share Cabana Mini-Suite (or similar) onboard Sun Princess departing Rome (Civitavecchia) on 29/03/2024 (U413). Minor Prize: 41 x Princess 
Cruises Future Cruise Credits (FCCs) valued at AU$2,000 each. These will be valid for bookings made within 12 months from date of issue on any 
published Princess Cruise. Any unused FCC will not be refunded, and is non-transferrable. Winners drawn 15/09/23, 12:00 pm (Sydney time) at 24 
Washpool Crescent, Woongarrah NSW 2259. Winners notified in writing by 17/09/23. Full terms and conditions available at winwithnews.com.au. 
Promoter: Carnival PLC ABN ABN 23 107 998 443 of Level 5, 465 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood, NSW Australia 2067. NSW Authority No. TP/02774. ACT 
TP 23/01264.1 & SA T23/951.

Winwithnews.com.au
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ULTIMATE 
EUROPEAN
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DECK267

Over $200,000 in cruise prizes to be won!
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 
and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE



ROBERTS, Norma Helen
Late of Albion Park Rail

Much loved wife of Bob (dec)
Adored mum of Kim, Tracey & Warren,

Bobby & Maureen
Absolutely cherished Nan, Nan Nan

& Nan Nan Nan to all of her grandchildren,
great grandchildren & great great grandchildren

Loved family member and friend to all

Aged 87 years
"Love you heaps"

Norma's funeral service will be held on
Monday 27 th November 2023 at 2 00pm at

Hansen & Cole Funerals,
634 Northcliffe Dr, Kembla Grange

In lieu of flowers, please donate on-line
to Illawarra Convoy

Please wear a splash of orange to your outfit

IHSCHE
Attaulf ‘Atta’
Of Kanahooka

Passed away peacefully on Thursday 16th of
November 2023. Beloved son of Freda and
Herbert (both dec). Loved brother and
brother-in-law of Bodo and Uschi, Sigrun and
Henry. Atta will be sadly missed by his loving
family and many dear friends.

Aged 89 Years
Rest in Peace

Forever in our hearts

Relatives and friends are invited to Atta’s funeral
service to be held at H.Parsons Funeral Home,
34 Belmore St Wollongong on Friday 24th of
November 2023 at 12pm.

MONTECCHI
Alberto

of Lake Heights

Passed away peacefully surrounded by loving
family on Friday, 17th November 2023. Beloved
husband of Angela (dec). Dearly loved father
and father-in-law of Maurizio and Tracey, Maria
and Joseph, Marinella and David. Much loved
Nonno of Ethan, Julia, Daniel, Ashleigh and their
partners. Loved brother of Giancarlo (dec), and
Lanfranco. Alberto will be sadly missed by his
loving family and many dear friends here and in
Italy.

Aged 96 Years
Now reunited with Angela

Relatives and friends are kindly invited to attend
Alberto’s funeral service to be held at St Francis
of Assisi Catholic Church, 1 Bruce Road
Warrawong on Monday, 27th November 2023
at 11am.

DICKENSON
Peter 'Dicko'

of Woonona

Passed away peacefully on Sunday 19th
November 2023. Beloved husband of Rosa.
Dearly loved father and father-in-law of Craig
and Stephanie, Leah and Murray, Nicole and
Troy. Loved Poppy of Mason, Brodie, Carly,
Abbi, Lara. Loved brother of Gary (dec), David,
and Jan. Dicko will be sadly missed by his
loving family and many dear friends.

Aged 81 Years
Our memories of you

will be treasured forever

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a
funeral service for Dicko to be held at H
Parsons Funeral Home, 34 Belmore Street,
Wollongong on Friday 24th November 2023 at
2.30pm.

For those who are unable to attend you are
invited to view Dicko's service via a link found
on funeralannouncement.com.au
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

McQUILLAN
Edward (Joe)

of Dapto, formerly of Corrimal

Passed away on Friday, 17th November 2023.
Dearly loved father and father-in-law of Carmen
and David. Loved brother and brother-in-law of
Marie, Helen and Eddy. Joe will be sadly missed
by his loving family and many dear friends.

Aged 88Years
In God’s Care

Requiem Mass for the repose of Joe’s soul will
be celebrated at St John The Evangelist
Catholic Church, 24 Jerematta Street, Dapto
on Friday, 24 November 2023 at 11am

BOUSFIELD
Dave

of Albion Park Rail

Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 18th
November 2023. Much loved partner of
Lorraine. Dearly loved father of Mick, Kerrie, and
Emma and father-in-law of Lynette. Cherished
Pop of all his grandchildren. Dave will be sadly
missed by his loving family and many dear
friends.

Aged 77 years
Forever in our Hearts

Relatives and friends are invited to attend
Dave’s funeral service, to be held at H Parsons
Funeral Home, 10 Woolworths Avenue,
Warilla on Friday, 24th November 2023 at
12pm.

Deaths & Funerals
PROPOSED 5G UPGRADE TO EXISTING MOBILE PHONE
BASE STATION
Address: Monopole - 131 Greenwell Point Rd, Worrigee 2540

(1//DP1129891)
Reference: S8522 Worrigee

1 The proposed works include the addition of new 4G & 5G equipment
and associated works including the replacement of the existing
headframe; the replacement of 3 existing 4G antennas (less than 2.8m
long) with 6 new antennas mounted on the new headframe; the
replacement of the existing remote radio units (RRUs) with 24 new
RRUs; and ancillary equipment including but not limited to GPS
antenna, mast head amplifiers, deplixers, combiners, antenna
mounts, cable trays, fibre and electrical cabling necessary for the
operation or proper functioning of the low-impact facility

2 Optus & Vodafone regards the proposed installation as a Low-impact
Facility under the Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities)
Determination 2018 based on the description above

3 The proposed infrastructure will comply with the ACMA EME
regulatory arrangements. An EME Report and further information can
be obtained at www.rfnsa.com.au/2540016

4 In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base
Station Deployment Code, we invite you to provide feedback about
the proposal. Further information and/or comments should be
directed to: Reinier Hanekom (Plan Consult Town Planning),
07 5430 6632, Suit 6-10, 28 Eenie Crk Road, Noosaville, 4566 or
info@planconsult.com.au by 5 pm on 08/12/23

Public Notices

AUSSIE LOVELY ANN
Blonde, Caring, Slim. DD Bust, Mature.
5 ★ Privacy. Prof. Touch & more
Daily. Dapto 0424373054

MADASCHI
Paolo

Passed away peacefully with loving family by his
side on November 17th 2023, of Berkeley.
Beloved Husband of Maria. Loving Papa of
Carlo & Gail, Gianni & Mandy, Lino & Alison.
Adored Nonno to Daniel, Benjamin, Kimberley,
Zoe, Holly, Lucas, Annalise and Bisnonno to
Jasper, Tahnee, Kaylee, Jorgia, Landon, Lakyn,
Mia, Levi and Ruby. Loved Brother of Beppina
(dec), Maria, Elsa and Emilia (dec). Paolo will be
dearly missed by all of his family and friends
both here and in Italy.

Aged 92 Years
Riposa In Pace

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a
Mass of Christian Burial to be offered at the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 28 Stewart
Street, Wollongong on Friday November 24th
2023 commencing at 1pm. At conclusion of the
Mass, the funeral will proceed to Lakeside
Memorial Park, Kanahooka Road, Dapto where
Paolo will be laid to rest.

Kembla Grange 02 4272 4900

Illawarra Car RemovalsIllawarra Car Removals
Unwanted Cars, Vans, Trucks, etc.Unwanted Cars, Vans, Trucks, etc.

*conditions apply

Top cash on the spotTop cash on the spot

$250 - $25000*$250 - $25000*
100% Free towing100% Free towing

1 hour pick up
Call Jim now Call Jim now 
0404 045 9930404 045 993
We are local
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DALEY David

Formerly of Mt Ousley and Greenhills Aged
Care. Founder of Daley & Co Chartered

Accountants
David passed away on Saturday

18 November 2023, aged 87 years
with his daughters by his side

Beloved husband of Rosemary (dec.). Loved
father of Alison & Tim Manton, and Philippa &

Michael Grasso. Poppy to David & Clare, Liam,
& Georgina. Brother to Kerry & John Hiscocks

Heartfelt thanks to the dedicated staff at
Greenhills Aged Care and the diligent & caring
nurses at Wollongong hospital. Special thanks
also to Janet from Dr Ramakrishna's practice
David will be farewelled at a private ceremony

as was his wish

Death Notices Motor VehiclesDeaths & Funerals Adult Services

STAND
OUT!!

ADD COLOUR
TO YOUR AD
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental 

Planning Area covers 

the area assessed 

within the Environment 

Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of 

habitats and marine 

species, cultural values 

and socio-economic 

activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 

support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 

until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation 

so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters 

and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by 

scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and 

other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

Community consultation on the draft replacement  
of the Intersecting Streams Water Sharing Plan 

The NSW Government has developed the draft replacement water sharing plan for the Intersecting 
Streams Unregulated River Water Sources 2024.

The draft plan and supporting documentation are available for viewing on the Department of Planning 
and Environment website from 4 September to 13 October 2023.

Join us at one of the information sessions listed below to learn more about:

• the draft replacement plan
• how to make a submission.

Information sessions

Date/Time Location Event time

14 September 2023 Live webinar 5pm – 6.30pm

19 September 2023 Face to face meeting
Lightning Ridge Bowling Club,  
29 Morilla Street, Lightning Ridge NSW 2834

10am – 12.00pm

During the public exhibition period DPE staff will also be available for 30 minute booked  
phone interviews.

including how to make a submission please visit: 
water.nsw.gov.au/intersecting-steams-water-sharing-plan 
or email intersectingstreams.wsp@dpie.nsw.gov.au

Submissions close at 11.59 pm on Friday 13 October 2023. LP
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Notice under Section 29 of the Native Title  
Act 1993 Exploration Licence Number EL9590 
(Act 1992)
This notice is given in accordance with the requirements of section 29 of the Native Title 
Act 1993 (Commonwealth).

Description of the nature of the act 
Pursuant to the Native Title (Right to Negotiate (Exclusion)—NSW Land) Determination 
No. 1 of 1996 (Cth), Exploration Licence 9590 includes a condition to the effect that the 
holder must not prospect on any land or waters covered by the licence in relation to 
which native title exists without the prior written consent of the Minister administering 
the Mining Act 1992 (the ‘Native Title Condition’). 

The Minister administering the Mining Act 1992 intends to give consent to prospecting 
on land subject to native title in the licence in accordance with the Native Title (Right to 
Negotiate (Inclusion)—NSW Land) Approval No. 1 of 1996 (Cth).

Should consent be granted, the licence holder may apply to renew or transfer the 
licence prior to it expiring (including partial renewals or partial transfers). 

Note: If the consent is granted, it will apply to any renewal, re grant or re-making 
(including partial renewals or partial transfers) or extension of the term of the licence, 
which may be valid pursuant to section 24MD(1) of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) without 

Holder’s details
Westrock Minerals Pty Ltd (ACN 625 790 187) is the holder of Exploration Licence 9590 
for Group 1 minerals.

The licence contains a condition that the holder must not prospect on any land or waters 
on which native title exists without the prior consent of the Minister administering 
the Mining Act 1992. The licence holder has sought the Minister’s consent to conduct 
prospecting activities in the entire licence area.

Description of area that may be affected
The entire area of Exploration Licence 9590 which covers about 69 units and is situated 
approximately 32 kilometres north of Moruya, in the State of NSW. 

Name and postal address of person by whom the act would be done
The Minister administering the Mining Act 1992, PO Box 344, Hunter Region Mail Centre, 
NSW 2310. 

How further information 
about the act can be 
obtained 
Further information may be 
obtained from; Assessments 
and Systems, Regional  
NSW on (02) 4063 6600 or 
titles@regional.nsw.gov.au. 

 
For the purposes of section 
29(4) of the Native Title Act 
1993
21 September 2023 Under 
section 30 of the Native 
Title Act 1993 persons have 
until 3 months after the 

certain steps to become 
native title parties in relation 
to this notice. SB

10
56

Urbis has been commissioned by the University of Sydney’s University Infrastructure 
Unit (the Proponent) to conduct an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) 
for their site on Parramatta Road, Camperdown NSW (Lot 1/DP 1171804). This 
ACHA has been prepared to support a State Significant Development Application, 
which seeks approval for the development of a multi-disciplinary General Teaching 
Space at the site. The proponent can be contacted directly via: 

Julie Parsons 
Community Engagement Manager 
julie.parsons@sydney.edu.au 
Services Building G12, 22 Codrington Street, Darlington, 2006 

In accordance with Section 4.1.3 of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation 
Requirements for Proponents (DECCW, 2010) and Clause 80C of the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009, the Proponent is seeking the registration of 
Aboriginal persons or groups who may hold cultural knowledge relevant to 
determining the significance of Aboriginal object(s) and/or place(s) that may be 
present in the subject area. 
The purpose of community consultation with Aboriginal people is to assist the 
Proponent in the preparation of the ACHA and the assessment of the cultural 
heritage significance of the subject area. 
Please register your interest in writing to the contact details provided below by 
21st September 2023. 
Ginger-Rose Harrington 
Consultant 
Urbis Pty Ltd gharrington@urbis.com.au 
Level 8, 123 Pitt Street, Sydney, 2000. 
 
Please be advised that the Proponent is required to forward the names of Aboriginal 
persons and groups who register an interest to The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Regulation Branch- Heritage NSW 
- Department of Premier and Cabinet and the Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land 
Council; unless the person or group specifies that they do not want their details 
released.

Parramatta Road, Camperdown NSW 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Assessment – Community 

Consultation Stage 1
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental 

Planning Area covers 

the area assessed 

within the Environment 

Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of 

habitats and marine 

species, cultural values 

and socio-economic 

activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 

support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 

until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation 

so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and 

assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters 

and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by 

scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and 

other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

     
                 

               
                  

          

 

     

 

      
 

 

SNALT PNEMNORIVNE
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For more than 35 years, Woodside has been developing and operating LNG and oil projects 
yyin Australia. Our focus is the safety,, reliability,, efficiency and environmental performance of 

our operations and activities. 

Woodside consults so that feedback from relevant persons is considered and used to 
inform the revision of two operations Environment Plans for the Ngujima-Yin Floating 
Production Storage and Offloading Facility Operations and Pyrenees Facility Operations.

Our activities
Ngujima-Woodside plans to continue producing crude oil at the Pyrenees and -Yin Floating Production Storage 

and Offloading (FPSO) facilities and is submitting a five-year revision to the operational Environment Plans. 
O and Ngujima-The Environment Plans for the Pyrenees FPS -Yin FPSO facilities will cover operations including 

offloading and associated activities, inspection, maintenance, monitoring, and repair of the FPSOs and subsea 
infrastructure, disconnection and sail-away of the FPSO facilities when required, and production from two 

om the Ngujima-proposed additional wells fr -YYin FPSO.

The Pyrenees FPSO is located about 45 km northwest of Exmouth, Western Australia. Production began in 
2010 and is scheduled to end in 2035. The Ngujima-Yin FPSO is about 50 km, northwest of Exmouth, Western 
Australia. Production began in 2008 and is scheduled to end in 2028. 

We are seeking input from relevant persons whose functions, interests or activities may be affected by 
continued operations. 

The environment that may be affected (EMBA)     
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The environment that may be affected (EMBA)
The EMBA is the largest area where activities could potentially have a direct or indirect impact. The broadest 
extent of the EMBA takes into consideration planned and unplanned activities, and for these two Environmental 
Plans, is determined by modelling a highly unlikely release of hydrocarbons from loss of well control or a vessel 
collision with the FPSO with enough force to breach the hull. 

The EMBA represents the merged area of many possible modelled paths that a highly unlikely hydrocarbon 
release could travel if left unmitigated and depending on the weather and ocean conditions at the time of the 
release. This means in the highly unlikely event a hydrocarbon release does occur, the whole EMBA will not 
be affected.

We want to hear from you
If you are an individual, organisation or community group and believe your functions, interests or activities 
may be impacted by our activities, we would like to hear from you by yFriday,, 27 October 2023 to identify 
you as a relevant person. 

Want to know m
A feedback form and more infor

om/www.woodside.c /ssustainabi

You can also subscribe via our w
information on upcoming activit

E: Feedback@woodside.c
Toll free: 1800 442 977
woodside.com
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Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO A NATIONAL HERITAGE LISTING:
WAVE HILL WALK OFF ROUTE

CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
The Australian Heritage Council is proposing amendments to the Wave Hill Walk Off Route 
National Heritage listing to correct factual errors in the listing. The National Heritage List 
recognises places that are of outstanding signifi cance to the nation for their natural, 
Indigenous and/or historic heritage values.
The Australian Heritage Council, on community advice, proposes to change the date of the 
Walk Off from the 22nd of August 1966 to the 23rd of August 1966. Further to this, parts of 
the Buchanan and Buntine highways that relate to the Walk Off Route have been renamed. 
The Council proposes amendments to the listing to correlate the historical route to 
contemporary maps. The Council’s initial assessment concludes that all of these proposed 
amendments do not alter the National Heritage listed values of the place.
Comments are invited on these proposed amendments to the Wave Hill Walk Off Route 
listing. Further information is available by contacting the Australian Heritage Council at 
heritage@dcceew.gov.au. The Wave Hill Walk Off National Heritage listing can be 
accessed via the Australian Heritage Database, http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/
ahdb/search.pl.
Contact us
Please provide any written comments by 5:00 PM AEST on 2 November 2023.

Australian Heritage Council
GPO Box 3090
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Or by email to: heritage@dcceew.gov.au
All comments will be provided to the Minister for the Environment for consideration when 
making her decision on whether or not the proposed amendments alter the heritage values 
of the National Heritage Listing. 23
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Find it in the
Celebrations
section of Network Classifi eds.

Mt Gambier,
Griffiths St,

Sat 25th November
9am-1pm

Small freezer,
gardening equipment,

large floor mat,
decorative items,

clothes,
GRAB A BARGAIN

Ballons will be out on
the day.

V Garage Sales Motoring

OLIVIA
25 years old

Korean
Passionate GFE

Friendly
0478 756 919

HAY TARPS UV
STABLE

Strong. Economical.
Waterproof. In Stock.
1300 656 211 all hrs.

www.abctarps.com.au Bordertown Stone Supplies

Plant Operator / Truck Driver
• HR/HC Licence
• Loader Licence

• OH&S White Card
Work in local area

Above award wages offered to the right person.

  0438 924 322

12
64
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JEYDA New in Town.
Lovely Massage. Phone
0402 585 758

V Positions VacantV Adult Services V Farm Services

EmploymentGeneral Classifi eds

CM
M

30
60

5C
P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between
16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and
28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a 
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in 
water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no 
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.
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V Public Notices and Event

General Notices General Classifi eds
section of Network Classifi eds.

Crane Hire
20 tonne Franna Crane 

Cherry Pickers, 12mt & 17mt
Scissor lifts 7.8mt to 12mt

Telfer Engineering PTY LTD
27 Wellington Street, Bordertown, S.A. 5258

Phone (08) 8752 1902 | Mobile 0438 521 902
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V For Hire/Contract
Bordertown Football Club
Annual General Meeting

Wed 29th November 7.30 pm
in the clubrooms

Apologies to the Secretary
0407 612 267

or bfc00@bigpond.com
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BUSINESS FOR SALE!

SPEND LESS TO PRINT!

INK • TONER • PRINTERS
PAPER • PRINTER SERVICING

31 Crouch Street South, Mount Gambier
Ph. 08 8723 6044

www.cartridgeworld.com.au
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V Computers

The management and staff of
McBride Operations Pty Ltd at

Telopea Downs
would like to thank the CFA and CFS 

volunteers, neighbours and community 
members who worked together to defend

our property against the fire at
Blue Hills on 10th & 11th of November.
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V Public Notices and Event

MILLICENT CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP

AGM
to be held at the
Millicent RSL Hall

at 5.30pm on Tuesday
28th November 2023.
Meal to follow at the

Somerset Hotel.
New members are

most welcome.
Enquires to Lisa
0407 872 587

Placing your classified 
advert is so easy...

Phone: 1300 666 808

Email: sales@networkclassifieds.com.au
(include your name, address and phone number)

We accept payment by:
VISA/MASTERCARD/EFTPOS/BANK TRANSFER
(1.5% credit card processing fee applies.)

Deadlines
Booking and Copy: 10.30am Tuesday

Final Approval: 11am Tuesday

12640436-RR42-23

GD23-0274

PUBLIC NOTICE
Community Information Webinars
To continue meeting natural gas demand from homes, business and 
industry, Beach Energy has commenced planning and consultation 
for the Offshore Gas Victoria (OGV) Project.

The webinars will enable the local community to learn more about the 
OGV Project, which is considering a range of activity in the Commonwealth 
waters across several phases. These webinars will focus on drilling and plug 
and abandonment activities. 

We are committed to working with our local communities, ensuring 
people are informed of our projects and can provide feedback. Stakeholder 
consultation is an important part of our planning as it helps identify any 
local concerns and ensures management of potential impacts.

If you would like to ask our technical staff questions about our projects, or 
provide feedback, please register your interest in joining one or more of the 
webinars by emailing community@beachenergy.com.au. 

Wednesday 22 November 2023, 5pm to 6pm AEDT  
Drilling and Plug and Abandonment activities explained, including Q & A

Wednesday 29 November 2023, 12pm to 12.30pm AEDT 
Drilling Q & A with Beach technical team

Thursday 30 November 2023, 1.30pm – 2pm AEDT 
Plug and Abandonment Q & A with Beach technical team

We welcome your questions, please contact:

P 1800 797 011 
E community@beachenergy.com.au
engage.beachenergy.com.au/

READ MORE

12650578-JC47-23

Trades & 
Services

Find it in the

section of Network
Classifi eds.

V Deadline V Public Notices
and Event

V Public Notices and Event

Trades & Services General Notices

networkclassifi eds.com.au
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Welcome to Australia’s leading network of trusted local classifieds
To place business advertising  

13 11 13 or buysearchsell.com.au

Public Notices

Notices

Adult Relaxation

Need new 

wheels?

Adult & 

Escort Services

Adults

Manufacturing, Transport & Logistics

Jobs

APPLICATIONS FOR  
PLANNING APPROVAL

Pursuant to s57(3) of the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993, it is hereby notified that the 
following Planning Permit applications are on 
public notice:

SITE PROPOSAL

17 Apolline Drive, 
Kingston
DA-2023-340

Two multiple 
dwellings 

25 Incana Road, 
Margate
DA-2023-371

Extension to dwelling 
and retrospective 
extension to 
outbuilding (carport)

88 Redwood Road, 
Kingston
DA-2023-368

Extension to dwelling

The applications and concept plans may be 
viewed on the Kingborough Council website,  
www.kingborough.tas.gov.au. For information or 
assistance please call (03) 6211 8200.

Any representation from interested persons must 
be lodged in writing with the General Manager,  
15 Channel Highway, Kingston 7050 or by email to 
kc@kingborough.tas.gov.au, and must be received 
by 5 December 2023.

kingborough.tas.gov.au
Gary Arnold
General Manager

THE ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE 

ACT 1935 NOTICE  FOR CLAIMS 

In the Estate of MONICA MARIA CAMPBELL

(ALSO KNOWN AS MONIKA MARIA CAMPBELL)(ALSO KNOWN AS MONIKA MARIA CAMPBELL)

late of Unit 2, 231 Hobart Road, Kings Meadows inlate of Unit 2, 231 Hobart Road, Kings Meadows in

Tasmania who died on 9 January 2023 at NorwoodTasmania who died on 9 January 2023 at Norwood

in Tasmania.in Tasmania.

NOTICE is hereby given that all creditors, next ofNOTICE is hereby given that all creditors, next of

kin and other persons having claims in respect ofkin and other persons having claims in respect of

the property or the Estate of the abovenamedthe property or the Estate of the abovenamed

deceased, are required by the Executors,deceased, are required by the Executors,

GORDON RALPH PAUL and ROBERT ANDREWGORDON RALPH PAUL and ROBERT ANDREW

CASH, C/- Shields Heritage, 53 Cameron Street,CASH, C/- Shields Heritage, 53 Cameron Street,

Launceston in Tasmania, to send particulars inLaunceston in Tasmania, to send particulars in

writing to The Registrar, Probate Registry,writing to The Registrar, Probate Registry,

Supreme Court of Tasmania, Salamanca Place,Supreme Court of Tasmania, Salamanca Place,

Hobart in Tasmania on or before 27 December,Hobart in Tasmania on or before 27 December,

2023 after which date the Executors may2023 after which date the Executors may

distribute the assets having regard only to thedistribute the assets having regard only to the

claims of which they then have notice.claims of which they then have notice.

Dated this 22nd day of November 2023

SHIELDS HERITAGE
53 Cameron Street, Launceston
Solicitors for the EstateSolicitors for the Estate

(Ref: 231218)(Ref: 231218)

APPLICATIONS FOR PERMIT  
Notice is given of the following planning 

applications: 

94 TOLOSA STREET, GLENORCHY 

PLN-23-126 Outbuilding (Residential)  

FAULKNERS ROAD, GLENLUSK (127900/1) 

PLN-23-239 Single Dwelling and Outbuilding 

350-360 MAIN ROAD, GLENORCHY 

PLN-23-291 External alterations and Quench 

pipe (Business and Professional Services) 

Plans and documents may be viewed in 

person at Council’s offices at 374 Main Road, 

Glenorchy TAS 7010 during office hours. Plans 

are available online at www.gcc.tas.gov.au, 

until 5/12/2023.   

Representations may be made by letter 

addressed to the General Manager at the 

address above, or by email to 

gccmail@gcc.tas.gov.au.  Representations 

must be received no later than 11.59pm on 

5/12/2023, or for postal and hand delivered 

representations, by 5.00pm. 

Tony McMullen, General Manager 

APPLICATIONS FOR PERMIT
Notce is given that the following applicatons 
have been made for planning permits:

The applicatons may be viewed at the Council’s 

Customer Service Centre, 40 Main Street, Huonville, 

during normal office hours  

(8:20am - 5:00pm Monday to Friday) and on 

Council’s website: www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au

Representatons on the applicatons may be made to 

the General Manager in writng either by: 

Post: PO Box 210, Huonville, 7109 

Email:  hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au  

Fax:  (03) 6264 0399 

Online:  www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au

All representatons must include the author’s full name, 

contact number and postal address and be received by  

6 December 2023.

Lachlan Kranz 

Acting General Manager

PROPOSAL SITE

Single dwelling and 

demoliton of existng demoliton of existng 

dwelling (DA-44/2023)dwelling (DA-44/2023)

158 Kingfish Beach 158 Kingfish Beach 

Road, Southport Road, Southport 

(CT-59724/3)(CT-59724/3)

Change of use from studio Change of use from studio 

outbuilding (residental) to outbuilding (residental) to 

restaurant (food services), restaurant (food services), 

new amenites block, onsite new amenites block, onsite 

wastewater management, wastewater management, 

stormwater management, stormwater management, 

carpark, vehicle access carpark, vehicle access 

upgrade, retrospectve upgrade, retrospectve 

driveway works and driveway works and 

pedestrian bridge over pedestrian bridge over 

waterway, and demoliton waterway, and demoliton 

of an outbuilding, at 6636 of an outbuilding, at 6636 

Channel Highway and 13 Channel Highway and 13 

Cliffords Road, Deep Bay Cliffords Road, Deep Bay 

(DA-111/2023)(DA-111/2023)

6636 Channel Highway, 6636 Channel Highway, 

Deep Bay (CT-127623/1)Deep Bay (CT-127623/1)

Dwelling, carport and shed Dwelling, carport and shed 

outbuildings, and associated outbuildings, and associated 

works (DA-204/2023)works (DA-204/2023)

19 Flakemores Road, 19 Flakemores Road, 

Eggs and Bacon Bay Eggs and Bacon Bay 

(CT-30982/8)(CT-30982/8)

Single dwelling, garage and Single dwelling, garage and 

driveway (DA-243/2023)driveway (DA-243/2023)

111 Kent Beach Road, 111 Kent Beach Road, 

Dover (CT-184482/54)Dover (CT-184482/54)

Single dwelling and associated Single dwelling and associated 

access (DA-247/2023)access (DA-247/2023)

101 Kent Beach Road, 101 Kent Beach Road, 

Dover (CT-184482/49)Dover (CT-184482/49)
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 

comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 

18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 

on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 

https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 

undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 

of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 

surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 

maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 

500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 

2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 

the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 

and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

HAPPY MASSAGE
19/20yo, Asian, Slim, Busty,

Friendly  0457 609 5520457 609 552

★ 0406 058 338 ★
Sweet, Friendly, Relaxing
Gentle Massage. No Text

★0406 365 568★
ASIAN Pretty, Hot Sexy body

Sweet, Sz8, At Moonah 

New In Town 
Fuji Mix Fuji Mix 

20yo, Hot20yo, Hot
FriendlyFriendly

Good FunGood Fun
In / Out CallsIn / Out Calls

0450 379 828

0475 572 610

Yuki 22yo
Slim Friendly,Slim Friendly,
Sweet, NiceSweet, Nice

PrettyPretty
No RushNo Rush

1st TIME IN TAS

Advertise 
your services
Call 13 11 13

Loader/Excavator
Operator 

For unloading Log Trucks and loading
 Rail Wagons.  Rail Wagons. 

Location: Parattah Rail YardLocation: Parattah Rail Yard

Call Mobile Call Mobile 

Neville 0429 010 156Neville 0429 010 156
(Business Hours Only)(Business Hours Only)

PAINTER
★All internal/external ★Pensioner discounts

★All work guaranteed
★No job too big or small★No job too big or small

Call  0406 427 009Call  0406 427 009

Painting & Decorating Services

Trades & Services

Trades & 
Services

11.21.2023  19:15    NewsCorp Australia - Tearsheet ©  



Pambula GLASS
Broken glass can be a pane in the...

 Glass ~ New & Replacement
 Shower Screens ~ New & Repairs

~ Frameless, Semi-frameless & Framed
 Security Doors & Windows

 Wardrobes

6495 6019 ARTHUR KAINE DRIVE
EMERGENCY SERVICE

GARY 0428 591 103 A/H: 6494 2320
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So you booked a garage 
sale ad?

Still have leftover items?
List all your leftover items for sale with us and receive

25% off.
*Conditions apply. Ad must be booked within 14 days of your garage sale ad.

Connect with Classifieds

Garage
SALE

Glass Work
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Email: rolladoors@upshegoes.com.au

A
W

35
38

00
2 

Tree ServicesGarage, Garage Doors, Carports
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

PROMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS

CALL TODAY
TO BOOK A SPOT IN OUR TRADES 
& SERVICES DIRECTORY

FOR A FREE FRIENDLY QUOTE
CALL LEONIE • Ph: 02 4570 4412
E: leonie.good@austcommunitymedia.com.au

BE SEEN EACH WEEK BY OUR LARGE 
PRINT AND DIGITAL AUDIENCE.
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Trades & Services

Connect with Local Business
Is your business missing? We can fi x that! Call us on 6495 3333
to get your business in front of new potential customers.

PLACE YOUR 

BUSINESS 
QR CODE

IN YOUR AD TODAY!

Pambula & District Community
Development Ltd

Seeking Volunteer Board Members

Become part of a forward thinking Board
and help reshape the future of community
banking in Bega Valley Shire and Bombala
area.

Our company has been established for fifteen
years to provide support for our communities
through banking services and by returning
profits to Community groups. Pambula &
District Community Development Limited
(PDCDL) is a franchisee of Bendigo Bank and
operates the locally owned Community Bank
branches in Pambula and Bega, as well as a
new office in Bombala.

Role and Responsibility:
As a director you will be,

Motivated, well organised, self-directed
and most importantly, community orientated.

Support and drive the company's
strategic direction, goals and objectives to
have a real say in the future direction of this
dynamic business and its support of our
community.

As part of an important process of Board
renewal, PDCDL is searching for new Board
Directors with relevant skills and
experience in the key areas of
Community, Communication, Corporate
Governance and Leadership. PDCDL is in a
strong financial position, with a highly skilled
volunteer Board and staff.

Send your covering letter and CV, or
questions to Graham Stubbs at

 Pambulacommunitybank gmail.com

General Notices

MERIMBULA RSL CLUB - PERM PART 
BAR SUPERVISOR

Essential*RSA&RCG
Preferred*Experience in running a bar
*Supervising staff
Must be able to work days/nights and 
weekends
To apply please email your resume and cover 
letter to  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au
Applications close Wednesday 29th November 
2023 at 5pm.
(Only short listed applicants will be contacted)
Area:  MERIMBULA NSW 2548 
Ph:  0264951502 
Email:  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au

Current Vacancies Bega NSW
Production Manager - Retail

We are looking for a strong people leader to join our Lagoon
St team in the Bega Valley and manage out Retail Production
(Stringers and portions)  If you have previous leadership
experience in manufacturing and FMCG, this could be the role
for you!

Please go to the website to access further
information about this vacancy and to apply

 www.begacheese.com.au

48 acacia ponds, Mill-
ingandi sat 25th Nov
from 8am, Mascot mo-
tor mower, a gazibo,
motorcycle acessories,
Xmas tree & clothing.

Positions VacantPositions VacantGarage Sales

Connect with Classifi eds Phone: 6492 1177
Email: classifi eds@merimbulanewsweekly.com.au
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 
assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 
a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

12629809-JC35-2312620104-MS29-23

Connect your business with the community

The first choice for local news in Naracoorte
The Naracoorte Herald has been serving the community since 1875 and 
carries local and regional news. It highlights community issues, news and 
achievements and a great deal of sport. It has a loyal readership, created by 
its consciousness of its role in the community - that of an informer, watchdog 
and entertainer.

The newspaper is constantly aware of the need for changes and is continually 
evolving the publication to suit its readers. The Herald caters for a wide cross 
section of the community.

The Naracoorte Herald services the thriving agricultural centre of the 
south-east of South Australia. Located in the heart of the Limestone Coast, 
Naracoorte is home to the famous world heritage listed fossil site,  
Bool Lagoon and wetlands, museums, galleries, playgrounds and parks, a 
unique swimming lake and a variety of shops and accommodation properties.

PUBLISHED THURSDAYS AND ONLINE 24/7

Naracoorte High to 
close for state strike 
Naracoorte High School is to close 
on Friday September 1 due to a vote 
for industrial action by members of the 
australian education Union and joins other 
public schools around South australia.

a survey completed by union members 
returned that 80 per cent of participants vot-
ed to walk off the job on Friday.

Schools around the district have issued 
statements to families, should the strike in-
fluence weekly class schedules.

on tuesday afternoon, Naracoorte High 
School principal Lynette corletto said in a 
statement that to ensure adequate standards 
of studentsafety and welfare,  the “education 

Director has approved the closure”.
“[the closure was approved] on the 

grounds that insufficient staff will be on duty 
to enable me as Principal to ensure that ade-
quate standards of student safety and welfare 
can be provided,” she said.

In the same statement, Principal corletto 
reported that normal education programs 
will commence at the site from Monday Sep-
tember 4.

the union’s statewide strike is for a pay 
increase of amounts up to 20 per cent over 
three years, more time for teachers to com-
plete administrative work and additional 
classroom support for teachers from the gov-
ernment. Naracoorte High School to close doors on Friday due to state strike.  Picture sUPPLiED

Neave Moore 

 NEWs

Mass frog mortality event 
HUNDreDS of frogs have mysteriously died at 
Bool Lagoon, with authorities searching for a 
cause. 

the lagoon, located south of Naracoorte, 
was closed to the public by the Department of 
environment and Water in an effort to inves-
tigate a mass frog mortality event happening 
at the site.

Discussion on a local Facebook group in 
late august had residents and tourists ques-
tioning why the lagoon was closed for visitors 
with no signage explaining the decision.

Department for environment and Water 
Principal ecologist Dr Karl Hillyard said that it 
is estimated that hundreds of frogs, in particu-
lar the striped marsh frog and the endangered 
southern bell frog, had died in what he termed 
as an “unusual event” for Bool Lagoon.

“the cause of the deaths has yet to be de-
termined and, as a precautionary measure, the 
campground and walking trains are temporar-
ily closed while investigations take place,” he 
said.

“National parks staff are regularly attending 
the site to monitor conditions, including for 
the prevalence of dead frogs.”

Dr Hillyard said that while the cause of 

death was not confirmed, it is believed to in-
volve the chytrid fungus, an infectious fungal 
disease that is fatal to amphibians.

“Further testing is underway to investigate 
other possible causes of the deaths,” he said.

the Department of environment and Wa-
ter issued permission for a sample of the de-
ceased frogs to be collected for testing and the 
results are being analysed by department staff 
and frog experts.

“the closure will be reviewed later this 

week, and the department will look to reopen 
the campground and walks when it is suitable 
to do so,” he said.

“our regular monitoring at the site indi-
cates the number of frog deaths has been re-
ducing each week.

“there remains evidence of active frog pop-
ulations, which is a good sign.”

as of tuesday, august 29, the closure of the 
Bool would last until thursday august 31 de-
pending on the investigations progress.

When the Bool Lagoon is reopened to the 
public, Dr Hillyard said that people can help 
reduce the potential spread of disease by stay-
ing on designated paths.

“People should also clean their footwear 
after visiting the site by drying shoes or boots 
for a minimum of three hours, or cleaning 
them with water and one per cent bleach for 
a minimum of one minute,” Dr Hillyard said. 

“Ideally, people should visit only one wet-
land site per day and follow the above decon-
tamination advice. 

“If you find more than five dead frogs, 
please email details to wildlife@sa.gov.au.” 

Friends of Bool and Hacks Lagoon host Shadow Minister for Water Resources Nicola Centofanti in 
late 2022 for a meeting on preserving the site.  Pictures: fiLE

Bool Lagoon hosts visiting birds.

Neave Moore 
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 
assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 
a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

12629809-JC35-2312620104-MS29-23

Connect your business with the community

The first choice for local news in Naracoorte
The Naracoorte Herald has been serving the community since 1875 and 
carries local and regional news. It highlights community issues, news and 
achievements and a great deal of sport. It has a loyal readership, created by 
its consciousness of its role in the community - that of an informer, watchdog 
and entertainer.

The newspaper is constantly aware of the need for changes and is continually 
evolving the publication to suit its readers. The Herald caters for a wide cross 
section of the community.

The Naracoorte Herald services the thriving agricultural centre of the 
south-east of South Australia. Located in the heart of the Limestone Coast, 
Naracoorte is home to the famous world heritage listed fossil site,  
Bool Lagoon and wetlands, museums, galleries, playgrounds and parks, a 
unique swimming lake and a variety of shops and accommodation properties.

PUBLISHED THURSDAYS AND ONLINE 24/7

 NEWS

MP pays tribute to Rex Hall
A Limestone Coast stalwart has been 
remembered in state parliament for a lifetime 
of community service, particularly to the 
Country Fire service. 

the late Rex Hall was acknowledged by 
member for macKillop nick mcBride who said 
his legacy would live on. 

At 84, mr Hall passed away on June 2 this 
year.

He was remembered at a memorial service 
where hundreds attended to celebrate the life 
of not only a father, family man, expert chry-
santhemum grower and champion ram breed-
er but also a dedicated volunteer, author and 
lifelong member of the south Australian Coun-
try Fire service.

mr Hall started his CFs career in 1960 at the 
one tree Hill eFs brigade where he was the in-
augural secretary and substation officer. 

He remained at the one tree Hill brigade 
for 15 years until 1975, when he and his wife, 
Dawn, and son, Alan, moved Gadang, their 
property between Keith and Willalooka.

Here, mr Hall became a champion ram 
breeder, with his Poll Dorset and later White 
suffolk studs.

His expertise was recognised, with cham-
pionships at many Adelaide and melbourne 
royal shows. 

He later went on to judge at many shows, 
including Royal Adelaide, Wagga Wagga, mel-
bourne Royal, Hobart, Perth Royal and many 
more.

Building a life in the south east, mr Hall 
was a foundation player, member and inau-
gural president of the Willalooka Cricket Club. 

He was heavily involved in the Willalooka 
Progress Association and helped develop the 
Willalooka oval.

mr Hall was also the Willalooka CFs brigade 
captain and sat on the tatiara Fire Fighting As-
sociation training committee, communica-
tions committee, and equipment committee. 

this led to roles of regional and state train-
ing committee representatives and CFs board 
liaison positions.

mr Hall spent countless hours training vol-
unteers across the south east and was a driv-
ing force behind the establishment of the CFs 
south-east training Centre in naracoorte.

in 1994, mr Hall was awarded the Australian 
Fire service medal for his distinguished service 
to the Australian Fire service.

When it came time to retire in the late ‘90s 
mr Hall moved to naracoorte and joined the 
naracoorte CFs as group officer. 

He was on the state incident management 
team for several years, which saw him de-
ployed to all corners of the state, as well as to 
incidents in Victoria and new south Wales.

He also spent many years as both local and 
state representative for the CFs Volunteer As-
sociation.

it was his involvement with the CFs Volun-

teers Association and a trip to new Zealand 
which  sparked his passion for preserving CFs 
history. 

mr Hall had a vision for a south Australian 
firefighters museum to honour the history of 
the CFs and preserve and protect memorabilia 
and vintage fire vehicles. 

this vision came to fruition in his town of 
naracoorte. 

stage 1 of the museum was opened in Feb-
ruary 2020, but he did not live to see stage 2 
completed, which involves a visitor and train-
ing centre and a conference facility.

mr Hall and his committee of volunteers 
were also the driving force behind the state’s 
first CFs memorial to honour volunteer fire-
fighters who lost their lives in the line of duty. 

this was opened in naracoorte in 2016 and 
every year a memorial service is held. 

the memorial represents the ultimate sac-
rifice made by enormously important volun-
teer CFs firefighters who dedicate their time to 
protect lives and infrastructure.

As well as this, mr Hall wrote six books, with 
his last book, Volunteer Fire Fighting in south 
Australia, being launched at his memorial ser-
vice. 

in 2022, mr Hall’s dedication to the CFs was 
recognised when he received the south Aus-
tralia CFs 60- year service medal, and, again 
earlier this year when he was awarded the first 
life membership of the south Australia Volun-
teer Fire Fighters museum. 

in closing, mr mcBride thanked mr Hall for 
his lifetime of service. 

“Rex has left an enormous void in the south 
Australian Country Fire service, but his legacy 
will live on in the south Australia Volunteer 
Fire Fighters museum and in the CFs memo-
rial,” he said. 

“i thank Rex for his service to the commu-
nity. His passion and drive for the CFs and his 
Volunteer Fire Fighters museum and memo-
rial will long be remembered. 

“may he rest in peace.”
Deputy speaker tony Piccolo also paid trib-

ute to mr Hall.
“on behalf of the house i would like to ex-

tend our condolences to the family,” he said. 
“i had the privilege of meeting Rex in nara-

coorte and also of visiting his museum. He was 
a great man—a gentleman, i would say.”

mr Hall is survived by son Alan Hall, daugh-
ter-in-law Christine, three granddaughters, 
four great grandchildren and their extended 
families. 

Rex Hall, with his son Alan and daughter-in-law  Christine, after he was awarded the inaugural Life 
Membership to the SA Volunteer Fire Fighters’ Museum. 
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Country Health Connect
Lucindale Community Nursing Service
Country Health Connect Community Nursing Service provides professional nursing care 
to people living and working in the Limestone Coast.
Our experienced nursing team works in the community to deliver a broad range of 
services. We work in your home or in one of our nursing clinics. 
The aim of Community Nursing is to provide 
specialised short to medium term clinical 
care, tailored to individual health care needs, 
in order to avoid hospitalisation and/or 
support discharge from hospital. 
Services available include: 
• Catheter care / management 
• Home oxygen management  
• Medication administration 
• Wound care / management
• Pathology

How to make an appointment:
For those living in the Lucindale area, you can call our Naracoorte team on:

 8762 8160 (8.30 am – 4.30 pm)
Alternatively, you can be referred by your doctor or My Aged Care.

A small fee for services and some consumables costs may be incurred.
Community Nursing Services are available by appointment.

Please call 000 in case of an emergency. 

www.countryhealthconnect.sa.gov.au
Funded by the Australian Government Department of 
Health. Although funding for these services has been 
provided by the Australian Government, the material 
contained herein does not necessarily represent the 
views or policies of the Australian Government.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 
assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 
a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

12629809-JC35-23

SEPTEMBER
Author Talk
 · September 26. Meredith Appleyard will pres-

ent her new book Daisy and Kate. Starts 2pm. 
Bookings essential on 8762 2338. 

OCTOBER 
Naracoorte Show
 · October 14 at Naracoorte Showgrounds. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
Tuesday, October 3
 · Create your own dragon or rainbow blower. 

All ages. 9-4pm

Wednesday, October 4
 · Monster dress-up day. Create your own pa-

per masks. 9 years and under 9-1pm. Geo-
metric mask model 10+ yrs. Bookings essen-
tial. 10am start.

Thursday, October 5
 · Teddy Bears Picnic at the Caves. Bring along 

your favourite teddy, a picnic rug and food. 
Teddy Bears are then invited for a slumber 
party sleep over at the Library!  Teddy craft 
available 9-4pm at the Library.

Friday, October 6. 
 · Make your own beaded key chain- 9yrs and 

under 9-4pm. 
 · Cross stitch keychain/ Rainbow wall hang-

ing- 10+ years. Bookings essential.

Monday, October 9
 · Make your own fairy garden terrarium. 

Bookings essential. 10am start. Younger craft 
available 9-4pm.

Tuesday, October 10
 · Create your own magical dream catcher. Use 

feathers and wool to make it unique. 9-4pm

Wednesday, October 11
 · Fairy Day - Dress up and come and listen to 

Liz Crowley read her new book. Colouring 
competition will be judged. Create your own 
magical nature inspired fairy wand.

Thursday, October 12
 · Visit from the Caves. Come along for some 

fun activities hosted by the lovely staff from 
the Naracoorte Caves. 10am. 

Friday, October 13
 · Try your luck- will you make a lucky shamrock 

or an “un-lucky for some” black cat? 9-4pm

NOVEMBER
 · Tennis SA State League All Stars at Lucindale. 

REGULAR EVENTS
MONDAY
 · Lions Club of Naracoorte: Help make a dif-

ference to your local community through a 
service club which raises money for projects 
locally, and at State, national and interna-

tional levels. Location: “Lion’s Den”, De-
viation Road Time: 7.30pm Dates: 1st & 3rd 
Monday of the month For more information: 
Malcolm McEachern 0418 524 045

 · Rotary Club of Naracoorte Inc. Location: 
Billy Mac’s, Ormerod Street, Naracoorte 
Time: 6pm for 6.30pm start Dates: 2nd & 4th 
Monday of the month For more information 
phone Lis on 0488 991 951.

 · Naracoorte Singers: If you enjoy singing, 
come along and join in with the Naracoorte 
Singers. New singers are welcome. Location: 
Seymour Hall, Naracoorte Anglican Church 
Time: 7.15pm Dates: Every Monday night 
For more information: Amanda Wardle 0437 
001 522.

 · Naracoorte Mill Quilters: A group of like-
minded people that meet monthly to create, 
chat and share. New members are always 
welcome, especially beginners. Location: 
Naracoorte Presbyterian Church Hall Time: 
9.30am-3pm Dates: 2nd Monday of the 
month. For more information: Phone 0427 
189 862

 · Naracoorte Men’s Probus: Fun and friend-
ship in retirement. Probus provides you with 
the opportunity to join a social club in Nara-
coorte to meet retirees on a regular basis, lis-
ten to interesting speakers and join together 
in activities. Location: Naracoorte Bowling 
Club on the 3rd Monday of the month at 
9.30am For more information: Wayne 0429 
647 455

 · Naracoorte Ladies Probus: Billy Mac’s , 
Naracoorte Hotel on the 4th Monday of the 
month at 10am For more information : Anna 
0403 913 246

 · Soroptimist International, Naracoorte Club 
This international service club for women 
focusses on issues relating to women and 
children worldwide in areas of health, edu-
cation, and safety. Location: Bushman’s 
Arms Hotel, Robertson Street, Time: 6pm 
for 6.30pm Dates: 4th Monday night of the 
month (except December) For more infor-
mation: Phone 0456 562 521 or email sinara-
coorte@siswp.org

 · Card Making Classes Everyone welcome. 
Kits are prepared in advance for anyone at-
tending, so bookings are essential. Location: 
CWA Hall, Sandstone Avenue Time: 12.30pm 
Dates: 15, 17 April, 20, 22 May, 17, 19 June For 
more information: Margaret 0438 886 424

TUESDAY
 · Knitting Group: First and third Tuesday. 

Naracoorte Library, 10am-12pm. Join an 
informal knitting group to share ideas and 
learn from an experienced knitter. Beginners 
welcome.

 · Naracoorte Highland Pipe Band: Everybody 
welcome, come along, join in, learn to play 

bagpipes or drums. Location: Various Time: 
7pm-9pm Dates: Every Tuesday For more in-
formation: Phone Ed 0475 428 989

 · Naracoorte Spinners and Weavers: New 
members welcome. Location: Sheep’s Back 
Museum, Naracoorte Art Gallery (alternate 
months) Time: 9.30am-2.30pm Dates: Last 
Tuesday of the month For more information 
:Helen 0419 781 095

 · Naracoorte Suicide Prevention Network: 
Everybody welcome. Location: Naracoorte 
Hotel Breakfast room Time: 7pm Dates: 1st 
Tuesday of the month

 · Naracoorte Anglers Club: We encourage ev-
eryone interested in fishing to come along 
and share their experiences of their catches 
and the one that got away, after all it’s not 
just about catching fish but having fun along 
the way. Location: Naracoorte Anglers Club-
rooms, Park Terrace Time: 7.30pm Dates: 1st 
Tuesday of the month For more information: 
Phone Mandy 0427 623 344

 · Naracoorte District Men’s Shed: Every-
one welcome. Location: 6 Sports Centre 
Drive, turn right in front of Basketball Sta-
dium Time: From 9am-1pm Dates: Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday For more infor-
mation: Phone Harold 0459 621 687 or David 
0439 253 526

 · Naracoorte Embroiderers Guild: New mem-
bers welcome. Location: Sheep’s Back Mu-
seum Time: 9.30am-2.30pm Dates: 4th Tues-
day of the month For more information: 
Phone Kaye 0431 961 005

WEDNESDAY
 · Naracoorte Community Walking Group: 

Naracoorte Sound Shell Time: 9am Dates: 
Every Wednesday For more information: 
Contact Good Country Physiotherapy, 157 
Smith Street, Naracoorte, phone 8762 1515

 · Naracoorte Business Association: Come 
along and have your say - be involved. Loca-
tion: Various locations Time: 6pm Dates: 2nd 
Wednesday of the month. For more infor-
mation: email naralucbta@hotmail.com or 
phone 0429 063 816

 · Captured Images Naracoorte Photogra-
phy Club. Location: Naracoorte Art Gallery 
Time: 7.30 pm Dates: 2nd Wednesday of the 
month. For more information: Diana Vine 
0427 838 814

 · Naracoorte Men’s Cancer Support Group. Lo-
cation: Naracoorte Hotel Time: 10am Dates: 
4th Wednesday of the month For more infor-
mation: phone Bob 0419 831 601

THURSDAY
 · Alcoholics Anonymous Naracoorte: Free. 

Located at rear of Church of Christ, Jenkins 
Terrace Time: 7.00pm Thursdays For more 
information: Contact 1300 222 222

 · Ukulele Club: Everybody welcome, come 
along, join in, learn to play. Location: Nara-
coorte Hotel Breakfast Room Time: 7-9pm 
Dates: Every Thursday For more informa-
tion: Phone Margaret 0407 608 079

 · Naracoorte SA 4WD Club INC: New 4WDers 
welcome. Location: Anglers Clubrooms on 
Park Terrace Time: 6pm Sausage Sizzle, 7pm 
meeting starts Dates: 3rd Thursday of the 
month. Contact Peter Flavel 0428 838 454 or 
email pfia@bigpond.com

FRIDAY
 · Walk the Limestone Coast- Friday Walks with 

Barefoot and Nourished- Nature Walking 
for Wellbeing. Location: Naracoorte Caves 
Range area Time: 9.30 - 10.30am. Dates: Ev-
ery Friday For more information: 0408 086 
792

 · Canasta: The Naracoorte Canasta group in-
vites you to come along and enjoy a friendly 
game of Canasta. New members welcome to 
join them for a social afternoon, which in-
cludes afternoon tea. Location: Senior Citi-
zens Clubrooms, Sandstone Avenue Time: 
12.45pm. Dates: Every Friday For more in-
formation: 87621399

 · Acey Squares (Square Dancing): Square 
dancing beginners and mainstream levels. 
Families welcome, will hold instructions for 
beginners. Location: Naracoorte Lutheran 
Church Hall Time: 7.30–10.30pm. Dates: Ev-
ery Friday For more information: Alan and 
Chris (08) 8762 3629

SATURDAY
 · Market Day: Naracoorte Historic Vehicle 

Club Market Day. Local produce, Home-
made Goods, Craftwares, Bric-A-Brac, BBQ/
Sausage sizzle. Historic Vehicle Display 
Open. Dates: Second Saturday of the Month 
Time: 8-11.30am Location: Sheep’s Back Mu-
seum , MacDonnell St For more information: 
contact Daphne 0438 622 143

 · Live Music: Relax and enjoy. Bookings essen-
tial. Cost: Free Location: Highlander Restau-
rant, William MacIntosh Time: From 7-9pm 
Dates: Last Saturday of the month For more 
information: Phone 8762 1644

 · Naracoorte Lake Parkrun. Cost: Free Loca-
tion: Naracoorte Swimming Lake, Moore 
Street Time: Pre-event briefing at 7.50am 
Dates: Every Saturday

SUNDAY
 · Limestone Coast Remote Car Club: 1/8 and 

1/10 off road. Spectators welcome free of 
charge. Location: Limestone Coast Remote 
Car Club Racing, Doolans Road. Time: Dates: 
2nd Sunday of the month For more informa-
tion: email lcrcmcc@live.com

COMING EVENTS

 WHAT’S ON



NARACOORTEHERALD.COM.AU  Thursday, 28 September, 2023   |   NARACOORTE HERALD  5

Country Health Connect
Lucindale Community Nursing Service
Country Health Connect Community Nursing Service provides professional nursing care 
to people living and working in the Limestone Coast.
Our experienced nursing team works in the community to deliver a broad range of 
services. We work in your home or in one of our nursing clinics. 
The aim of Community Nursing is to provide 
specialised short to medium term clinical 
care, tailored to individual health care needs, 
in order to avoid hospitalisation and/or 
support discharge from hospital. 
Services available include: 
• Catheter care / management 
• Home oxygen management  
• Medication administration 
• Wound care / management
• Pathology

How to make an appointment:
For those living in the Lucindale area, you can call our Naracoorte team on:

 8762 8160 (8.30 am – 4.30 pm)
Alternatively, you can be referred by your doctor or My Aged Care.

A small fee for services and some consumables costs may be incurred.
Community Nursing Services are available by appointment.

Please call 000 in case of an emergency. 

www.countryhealthconnect.sa.gov.au
Funded by the Australian Government Department of 
Health. Although funding for these services has been 
provided by the Australian Government, the material 
contained herein does not necessarily represent the 
views or policies of the Australian Government.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 
assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 
a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

12629809-JC35-23

 NEWS

Listen to cross-border towns
THE issues regarding the cross-border 
communities between the South Australian 
and Victorian border should be included in a 
nation-wide Covid-19 inquiry, according to 
cross-border advocate Paula Gust.

Last week, Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese announced the federal government 
would fund a Covid-19 response inquiry and 
make recommendations to improve response 
measures during future pandemics. 

As a whole, the inquiry is expected to look 
into a wide range of impacts from the pan-
demic across multiple portfolios and commu-
nities. 

It will also consider the findings of previous 
relevant inquiries and reviews and also iden-
tify “knowledge gaps” for further investigation. 

Mr Albanese has appointed an indepen-
dent panel of three people to conduct the in-
quiry which will consult with relevant experts 
with a diverse range of backgrounds and lived 
experience. 

Ms Gust - who was a vocal advocate for 
cross-border communities during the pan-
demic- told the Naracoorte Herald she be-
lieved cross-border issues “must be a promi-
nent part” of the inquiry.

“Everyone thinks a pandemic would never 
happen again but we never thought it would 
happen in the first place,” Ms Gust said.

“Nobody knew what they were doing and a 
lot of decisions were more reactive than proac-
tive and nobody on the border was consulted 
regarding business, health, medical or school-
wise.”

Ms Gust said she believed the issues of the 
cross-border communities should be a “major 
part” of the investigation in order to learn how 
to better deal with the issues in the future.

“The focus should be how it impacted bor-
der communities as I understand Melbourne’s 
lockdown was long and horrible but they were 
still able to go and see a doctor or have their 
breasts screened,” she said.

“Whereas we were trapped along the border 
not only from going across to where we would 
usually go but we were trapped because if we 
would go any further into Victoria we would 
lose our privilege.

“We were affected just as much as every-
where else especially the farming communi-
ties as it was quite cruel with just the testing.”

Ms Gust said during the pandemic there 

were 26 weeks in a row where she got a Cov-
id-19 test just so she could take her children to 
school or go grocery shopping.

“There was also a lot of segregation among 
the states because if you were from Victoria 
people did not want to stand next to you in the 
shops,” she said.

“It brought up a lot of things in our society 
that we should not have had to deal with and 
Victorians along the border really protected a 
lot of South Australia.

“We were that line of protection and 
through us doing the right thing and going 
through continual testing we were stopping 
Covid from getting into the state.”

Ms Gust said she would be “very surprised” 
and believed a lot of people would be “quite 

angry” if border communities were not includ-
ed in the national inquiry.

She said even now the cross-border com-
munities have ongoing mental health effects 
following the pandemic.

“There are so many people scarred from this 
and we don’t have a very robust mental health 
system in those regional areas,” she said.

“Add this on with people who have lost their 
jobs, had to change careers, we ourselves had 
to move interstate in the end but there was 
also the financial impact of businesses and 
families.

“It was really tough and there were also 
families who split up over it physically and 
with the pressure it put on everyone.”

Ms Gust said she would put her cross-bor-
der advocate hat back on and ensure cross-
border communities were included in the in-
quiry.

“I will be getting in touch with a couple of 
politicians to make sure cross-border com-
munities are included as it is absurd it is even 
questioned.

“I would also like to know if anything has 
been done or assessed on how we can do it 
better as hopefully it is not needed but if we 
don’t prepare for another pandemic it will be 
another knee-jerk reaction.”

The panel is expected to deliver a final re-
port to the government, including recommen-
dations, by the end of September 2024. 

Paula Gust will continue to advocate for cross-border communities going into the national Covid-19 inquiry.  Picture: FILE 

CharLotte VarCoe
charlotte.varcoe@tbwtoday.com.au
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information:

E: otway@conocophillips.com

T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed o�shore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 

support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 

until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 

can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 

Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 

information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 

the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 

relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Indigenous and legal groups
have commended the Victorian
Government for introducing
bail reform legislation but warn
that it does not go far enough. 

Attorney-General Jaclyn
Symes introduced legislation
into Parliament on August 15 in
a bid to reduce unnecessary
remand for people accused of
low-level offending.

Under the reforms, low-level
offenders would find it easier to
receive bail and people who com-
mitted crimes unlikely to result
in a custodial sentence would
not be remanded in jail while
awaiting sentencing. 

“These offences were intro-
duced in 2013 and have been
shown to disproportionately
impact women, children and
Aboriginal people with no clear
deterrent benefit or improve-
ment to community safety,” the
Victorian Government said.

Bail reforms would also rede-
fine “unacceptable risk” so a
court wouldn’t refuse bail over a
risk of  minor reoffending. 

However, various legal groups
have argued that while scrap-
ping certain provisions is a step
in the right direction, the
reforms do not go far enough. 

The Victorian Aboriginal
Legal Service said it was “con-
cerning” the Government was
proposing only a slight modifica-
tion of  the reverse onus provi-
sion, given it is incompatible
with the Victorian Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibil-
ities Act. 

“We are also concerned that
the Victorian Government’s Bill
will make the Bail Act more
complicated, rather than mak-
ing it simple and clear so that it
can function more effectively,”
the VALS statement said.

VALS chief  executive, Yorta
Yorta and Narrandjeri woman
Nerita Waight, said the changes
were a small step in the right
direction. 

“This is a first small step
towards ending the damage that
Victoria’s bail laws have done
over the last five years particu-
larly,” Ms Waight said. 

“There have been three bail

Bills before this in the last dec-
ade and the Government has
admitted that there were mis-
takes in all of  them. They should
accept that they probably
haven’t got this one right either
and set a timeline for reviewing
the Bill in the legislation.”

Referring to Veronica Nelson,
whose death in custody in 2020
was deemed preventable by the
Coroner and led to calls for an
urgent review of  the bail act, Ms
Waight said Ms Nelson’s family
had played a significant part in
the reforms. 

“Veronica is the reason the
Government is changing the bail
laws. All the Parliament should
centre her story when they
debate the Bill and be respectful
of  her family,” she said. 

“Veronica’s family have been
clear on asking for changes to
the bail laws and I hope the Par-
liament will ensure the Bill
reflects the family’s wishes.

“There are some good changes
thanks to the advocacy of  Veron-
ica’s family, especially in rela-
tion to removing bail offences,
making it easier for children to

get bail, and changes to reduce
the over-incarceration of  Abor-
iginal people.”

The Bill delays implementa-
tion of  reforms by six months,
which the Human Rights Law
Centre says will see thousands
of  people continue to be fun-
nelled into Victoria’s prisons.

The family of  Ms Nelson have
previously called on 
the Victorian Government to
implement “urgent, wholesale
changes” to the bail laws in 
the next three months and for
these reforms to be known as

Poccum’s (Veronica Nelson’s
childhood nickname) Law.

Amala Ramarathinam, acting
manager lawyer at the Human
Rights Law Centre, said the
Andrews Government had ac-
knowledged the failures of  the
bail laws, but was still failing to
take all the action required.  

The Law Institute of  Victo-
ria’s president, Tania Wolff, said
more work on the reforms was
required.

The Victorian Government
has been contacted for
comment.

Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service CEO Nerita Waight.

Bail Act lacks
clarity: VALS
DECHLAN BRENNAN

Social media giant Meta has been
criticised for its response to
people making racist comments on
its platform.

Meta, which owns Facebook and
Instagram, received complaints
about racist commentary on the
platform from the First Peoples’
Assembly of Victoria in March. 

The First Nations body met a
Meta representative; but the
comments have not abated.

Assembly co-chair and proud

Gunditjmara man Rueben Berg
said the announcement the
Federal Liberal Party would
oppose the Voice to Parliament

coincided with a surge in abuse.
“Since Peter Dutton announced

that his party would campaign for
a No vote, we’ve seen a dramatic
rise in racist abuse and hatred
directed at First Peoples, both
online and in everyday life,” Mr
Berg said. “The No case is really
emboldening the trolls and bigots.
Our Assembly Facebook page
went from getting a handful of
racist comments a week to our
staff having to report and block
hundreds of people every week. 

“So, we started our petition

calling on Facebook owner Meta to
do better in order to help protect
the mental health and wellbeing of
First Peoples during the
referendum.”

The Assembly said since
meeting Meta, many racist
comments have been reported. 

Comments such as “feral Abos”
and “black k..ts” were deemed to
have not breached Facebook’s
community standards and no
action was taken.

A Meta spokesperson told
National Indigenous Times that

“no one should have to experience
racist abuse anywhere". 

"We are sorry to hear that the
First Nations Assembly of Victoria
is still receiving racist comments
on their accounts,” they said.
“When they raised a complaint
with us earlier in the year, we
investigated it thoroughly and
took action. It was our
understanding that we had
responded to and addressed their
concerns. We will be following up
with them to understand what
more we can do to support them.”

Racist comments persist online despite Assembly plea
DECHLAN BRENNAN

First Peoples' Assembly petition
banner.

2 NIT NEWS nit.com.au
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FOR or against? That’s been the question asked of 
Glenelg Shire Council in relation to the proposed 

What the councillors said

Observer 

the largest land colony of gannets at Point Danger 

But wait, there’s more

Council decides offshore zone stance

THOSE opposed to the proposed offshore wind farm zone have been giving like-minded 
residents a helping hand last week to let the federal government know what they think – here 
Ashlee Ludeman (right) of Considered Renewables helps Nita Tonkin fill in her survey at 
Portland Neighbourhood House in Pioneer Plaza on Tuesday last week. “I love wildlife,” Ms 
Tonkin said. “If it was the Great Ocean Road they wouldn’t dream of doing it down there and 
we’ve got just as much stuff here.” Picture: KAREN HODGE 230822kh01-03

“For me, if we’re going to power the country I 
think a good starting point would be for Glenelg 
Shire residents to never have an electricity bill 

again.” - Mayor Scott Martin
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 

assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 

values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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THOMAS Hannay might have only spent a few 
weeks in South West Victoria, but seldom can 
such a short stay have left such a long-lasting 
legacy.
And now that legacy has been preserved in an 

easy format for future generations, thanks to the 
Friends of the Vern McCallum Collection.
The group has published a book, Thomas 

Hannay Travelling Photographer in the Colony 
of Victoria 1858-1859, which details 123 
photographs, beautifully reproduced, that give a 
unique insight into early European settlement – 
and correspondingly Aboriginal life – in the late 
1850s.
While the photos are from as far away as 

Beechworth (Hannay was based in Maldon), most 
of the book is dedicated to a visit Hannay made to 
Portland in September 1859.
On a horse and cart he travelled here from the 

photographer, advertising his services and seeing 
great demand for a wide variety of photographs.
When in Portland he took the earliest known 

photograph of the settlement and the Bay, and 
even a photo of a sketch he is believed to have 
done of Portland’s earliest building – the post 

That sketch gives credence to the theory that 
Hannay passed through Portland in 1858 en 
route from Adelaide to Melbourne by ship as the 
building had been demolished by the time he was 
back here for his tour.
There are also photos of various notable settlers 

and their homes or properties, both in Portland and 
the wider district.
Then there are several photographs of 

Gunditjmara (and elsewhere other Aboriginal 
groups), the likes of the Ettrick homestead near 
Tyrendarra and around Merino, Digby and 
Hotspur up to Sandford.
After leaving the district Hannay ventured east 

through Tower Hill, Woodford and Woolsthorpe 
through to Mortlake and Camperdown and 

Street Creative Space on Thursday evening, at a 
function featuring renowned Age journalist (and 
keen student of local history) Tony Wright and 

and Camperdown.

the Canberra-based brother-in-law of Vern 
McCallum, Mr Corner passed away in 2021 after 
having written the introduction.
So Friends group members Phil Ruge (secretary), 

Garry Kerr (chairman) and Mr McCallum 
(custodian of the collection that bears his name) 
set about putting it all together.

started,” Mr McCallum said.
“I think that’s a very important thing.”
The start probably goes back a bit beyond 

that when Mr McCallum received the Hannay 

Wiltshire, longtime Portland historian.
“Vern always had the desire, because of the fact 

they were taken 25 years after the settlement of 
the colony of Victoria, to publish them and they 
had never been published as a book before,” Mr 
Ruge said.

“We were fortunate in being given some funding 
towards the cost of publishing the book.”

and the Port of Portland’s community grants 
program.
“They saw the value in the book and in it being 

produced,” Mr Ruge said.
But the Friends group is also hopeful the book 

might unearth other photographs Hannay took on 
his trip, as well as more information about those 

on was occasional titles Hannay gave to photos.
Mr McCallum said what made Hannay’s photos 

stand out was that they were not just of settlers 
– which was standard in those days – but also of 
properties, surroundings and Aboriginal people.
Mr Ruge said it gave an insight into the life and 

times of both early settlers and Indigenous people 

The beautifully produced hardcover book sells for 
$90 – it is limited to 500 copies – and is available 

It can also be posted ($15 extra) and anyone 
wanting to buy it that way should email 
mccallumcollection@bigpond.com.

A unique 
insight 
into the 
past

AN eye for detail… Thomas Hannay Travelling Photographer in the Colony of Victoria 1858-
1859 is a beautifully produced book. Pictures: KAREN HODGE 230831kh24-30

THE editorial team behind the book… Friends of the Vern McCallum chairman Garry Kerr, Vern
McCallum and Friends secretary Phil Ruge with the group’s latest venture at its official launch 
in Portland on Thursday evening. Picture: KAREN HODGE 230831kh21

THEY came from near and far for the book launch at the Julia Street Creative Space.
Picture: KAREN HODGE 230831kh19
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 

assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 

values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Now you know they’re coming
RICHARD Mangan of Ultimate Technology Group installs the warning lights at the Lighthouse Ave/Bentinck St intersection as
Portland Cable Trams volunteers Lou McKay, Don Tapscott and chairman Des Hein, who helped him with the project, watch on.
LEFT:PORTLAND Cable Trams chairman Des Hein does some work on the Lighthouse/Ave warning lights. Pictures: LEESA COOK 230914lc01/04

THE new sign on 
Bentinck St that 
lets the public know 
whether the trams 
are operating.

Picture: LEESA COOK 

230914lc32

LEFT: THE tram stop 
on the cliffs was 
recently vandalised.

Picture: LEESA COOK 

230914lc26
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 

assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 

values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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COMMUNITY radio station 3RPC has been 
serving Portland and district for more than 
40 years – but warns it won’t be around for 
anywhere near that amount of time in future if 

Like many local community organisations, 

attract people to help out, the pressure on those 

From a high of more than 500 members and 50 
presenters in its heyday, 3RPC is down to about 
100 members and 27 presenters now, run by a 

“We’re in dire need of 
further people involved as 
members, volunteers and 
presenters,” said treasurer 

“And possible sponsors as 

And as much as all that, 
there is one group in 
particular the station would 

“We want the younger 
generation to join our 

“We do have a couple of 
younger presenters who 
play younger-type music but we need more – but 
we’re looking for anybody, it doesn’t matter the 

“It’s an outlet for younger people who want a 
career in media, broadcasting or journalism or an 

“I’m now a full time professional voiceover 

“3RPC is very important for Portland and the 
Glenelg Shire but in order for it to survive we 

“A lot of people in the community have been 
doing this for a very long time and it’s time for 

Mr Horovitz has been with the station for more 

Chairwoman Jenny Brydson and secretary 
Hilary Endacott, both life members, have been 
there more than 25 years – Ms Brydson has also 

Ms Endacott said listeners “need to hear a live

“We’re not going to go on with it for 30 more 

“In the early days of the station everybody was 
40 years younger and there was a great deal 
of energy and enthusiasm and we had a lot of 

“I suppose considering everything (the
introduction of the internet and streaming, which
3RPC does through its website) although we’re
operating on much fewer numbers, we have kept

up technologically, but it is 

“We love our station which
is why we’re here and
continuing to be here but we

Ms Endacott said 3RPC had

Apart from local residents,  
many others have the radio
as company – forestry and
trawler workers and truck

“We’d love to have someone
who could do a late night 

The station has also been a 
regular at many local events,

broadcasting from the likes of the Upwelling
Festival, Christmas Carols and Anzac and

“In the past we have broadcast soccer and

“We could do sport and similar things again – 
those things are possible if we had a lot more 

That also includes people to help with 3RPC’s 
major fundraiser – Thursday evening bingo at
the Fawthrop Centre which raises about $20,000 
a year to keep the station going – 10 tireless

“If we had enough people we could do a roster,”

Anyone interested in joining 3RPC as a member,
presenter, community organisation or sponsor 

and Richmond Sts, on Mondays between 9am
and 1pm, call and leave a message outside those 

WE want you – Hilary Endacott and Les Horovitz are looking for more volunteers to join them at community radio 
station 3RPC. All pictures: LEESA COOK 230921lc21-30

‘To survive, we 
need new people’

‘We do have a couple of 
younger presenters who 
play younger-type music 
but we need more – but 
we’re looking for any-
body, it doesn’t matter 
the age, the wider the 
variety of music the 

better’
- Les Horovitz 
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area 

assessed within the Environment Plan and encompasses 

a wide range of habitats and marine species, cultural 

values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate 
a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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EMPLOYMENT

Classifieds ONLINE PLACEMENT

SKIPBIN, 1 to 18 M3 
bins, waste removal, 
commercial, residential. 
Contact Kelcar 0417 
018 874.

FOR HIRE

CARAVAN, Grand 
Salute Royal Guard 

all mod cons, one 
owner, many extras / 
spare parts, excellent 
condition; $79,950. 
0427 112 806. Email 
for photos: gasmark@
bigpond.com

FOR SALE

F250 fuel tank, 120 
litres; $100 o.n.o. Phone 
0419 867 633.
FREE - Upright piano, 
old, tuned, good 
condition, pick up only. 
0456 596 078.
FULL size push bike; 
$350. 0418 549 522.
JACOBEAN couch 
and 2 chairs, very good 
condition; $100. Phone 
0409 372 731.
NUMBER of white 

Actil, v.g.c.; $8 each. 
Phone 0419 867 633.
WEBER Q BBQ, all 
attachments, with cover, 
never used; $450. 0416 
070 829.

46
8am. Lots of bargains. 
Jayco caravan, pool 
table and extras, 
Sidchrome tools, 
household goods.

GARAGE SALE

BLACK swimmer’s 
watch, lost at Nun’s 
Beach. Please phone 
0418 527 267.

LOST

ANTENNA installations 
and service, including 
TV wall mounting, TV 
points and tuning. Call 
Peter Logan 0419 368 
711.

WORK WANTED

CONCRETING, all 
types. B.M. Jennings 
Concreting, phone 
Brent 0424 934 721.

TREES TOP 
T E C H N I C I A N S . 
Arborist. Free quotes 
and advice. PORTLAND 
0422 228 766.

MEETINGS

HEALING Energies 
massage clinic, 
remedial, relaxation, 
pregnancy massage, 
Indian head massage, 

candeling. Phone Paula 
0429 487 342.

HEALTH & BEAUTY

GENERAL

O
LB

28
64

94
23

Arborists/Climbers

86
49

42
3

No obligation Free Quote

Shaun Clark
0408 087 901

Your local 
ual  r or

WORK WANTED

DEATH

DEATH

FUNERAL

GD23-0274

PUBLIC NOTICE

Community Information Webinars
To continue meeting natural gas demand from homes, business and 
industry, Beach Energy has commenced planning and consultation 
for the Offshore Gas Victoria (OGV) Project.

The webinars will enable the local community to learn more about the 
OGV Project, which is considering a range of activity in the Commonwealth 
waters across several phases. These webinars will focus on drilling and plug 
and abandonment activities. 

We are committed to working with our local communities, ensuring 
people are informed of our projects and can provide feedback. Stakeholder 
consultation is an important part of our planning as it helps identify any 
local concerns and ensures management of potential impacts.

If you would like to ask our technical staff questions about our projects, or 
provide feedback, please register your interest in joining one or more of the 
webinars by emailing community@beachenergy.com.au. 

Wednesday 22 November 2023, 5pm to 6pm AEDT  
Drilling and Plug and Abandonment activities explained, including Q & A

Wednesday 29 November 2023, 12pm to 12.30pm AEDT 
Drilling Q & A with Beach technical team

Thursday 30 November 2023, 1.30pm – 2pm AEDT 
Plug and Abandonment Q & A with Beach technical team

We welcome your questions, please contact:

P 1800 797 011 
E community@beachenergy.com.au
engage.beachenergy.com.au/

READ MORE

Robertson Civil Services is a local family-owned company 
working as an embedded contractor to Portland Aluminium.
We are currently looking for expressions of interest for a 
Capital Works/Procurement Co-ordinator
The capital works/procurement co-ordinator will be 
responsible for;

stakeholders.

and material supply chains.

completion.

contractors.

minimise disruptions to daily operations.

For more information on this role you can contact Jason 
Mitchell on 0408 104 478
Resumes can be forwarded to;

Applications close COB 1st December 2023
OLK0344323

CAPITAL WORKS/
PROCUREMENT CO-ORDINATOR
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

OLK2148523

Lions Club of Heywood Inc

CLEARANCE SALE
Sunday, 26th November - 10:30am

A/c. Jeannie and the Late Bob Crooks
3907 Princes Highway Lyons 20km N of Heywood
Aluminium Fishing Boat, Rods, Tools, Press 
Drills, Metal Lathe, Welder, Power Tools, 
Shearing Grinder, Steel Shelving, Steel Work 
Benches, Mobile Overhead Gantry, Honda 
Generator, Hydraulic Press, Antique Avery 
Platform Scales, Sunshine Farm Gates, Plus 
a large quantity of sundries and Collectables.

Auctioneer - Bruce Lowenthall
Refreshments supplied by Heywood Lions.

Enquiries: Gavin 0473 238 734, Rex 0448 841 672

ANOTHER HEYWOOD LIONS CLUB PROJECT
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 THE SYDNEYMORNINGHERALD

11News

efficient Germanmakeover

According to DocoMomo
Australia, a heritage site
specialising in modern
architecture, early versions of
demountables (called mobile or
portables in some states) were
considered ‘‘superior’’ to
permanent classrooms in
space and facilities, and
included sun shading.

In 1966, they were envisaged as
a temporary fix. This author’s
classrooms at Lindfield Public

School are still there more than
50 years later.

Self-described design nerd
Tim Ross said he had powerful
memories dating back to his time
in a portable classroom. In
Designing aLegacy on ABC, Ross
said the humble demountable was
an Australian design legend.

‘‘They’re robust, they’re
practical and they’re pretty much
unchanged, apart from some much-
needed heating and cooling.’’

And despite ‘‘the amazing
longevity of the portable
classrooms, they’ve never been
properly appreciated’’, he said.

Ross said Australian Pritzker
prize-winning architect Glenn
Murcutt’s most-awarded
buildings had some similarities
with the demountables: they
were long and thin and sat on
the earth lightly.

The demountables also slotted
into the landscape, said Menden.

HARDSHIP NOTICES

Westpac sued
over delays in
customer aid
Millie Muroi

Westpac could face millions of dol-
lars in penalties for failing to
respond to customers’ hardship
notices quickly enough if the Fed-
eral Court rules in favour of the
corporate regulator.

The Australian Securities and
Investments Commission (ASIC)
will today say it has commenced
civil penalty proceedings against
the bank in the Federal Court, al-
leging that 229 Westpac customers
from 2015 to 2022 did not receive a
response to their hardship notice
within the required timeframe.

ASIC deputy chair Sarah Court
said the regulator had taken court
action to highlight the importance
of lenders reducing harm to their
customers by responding to hard-
ship notices within the timeframe
required by law.

‘‘Submitting a hardship notice,
which results in a change to the
credit contract, can be a lifeline for
people experiencing challenging
financial circumstances,’’ she said.
‘‘Westpac’s failures to respond to
these notices compounded their
customers’ difficult financial cir-
cumstances.’’

It comes as some indicators of
financial stress on households are
starting to pick up, with banks
warning the full impact of rate
rises is yet to flow through, al-
though arrears and delinquencies
among the major banks remain be-
low historical averages. Westpac
said last month the proportion of
customers more than 90 days be-
hind on their repayments rose by 7
basis points to 0.8 per cent of its
loan book.

Last week, the regulator pub-
lished an open letter to 30 large
lenders urging them to step up
their support for customers exper-
iencing financial hardship amid a
29 per cent increase in calls to the
National Debt Hotline compared
with the same time last year.

ASIC said many customers al-
legedly affected by Westpac’s fail-
ure to respond to hardship notices
also disclosed difficult circum-
stances and vulnerabilities, includ-
ing their inability to work, the im-
pacts of serious medical conditions
or carer responsibilities.

‘‘In some cases, customers en-
dured debt collection activities by
Westpac while waiting for the
bank to respond to their hardship
notices,’’ the regulator said.

A lender has 21 days to notify the
customers if it does not agree to
change the contract or if it re-
quires further information to make
its decision.

ASIC has alleged Westpac brea-
ched the National Credit Code by
failing to respond within that time-
frame and by failing to act effi-
ciently, honestly and fairly when it
came to responding to its custom-
ers’ hardship notices.

In its concise statement filed to
the Federal Court yesterday, ASIC
alleged the issues came about as a
result of a Westpac system failure
and/or IT error.

Westpac group chief informa-
tion officer Scott Collary has ac-
knowledged the civil penalty pro-
ceedings and said the technology
failure meant the bank did not
provide some of its customers with
the help they needed. ‘‘For this, we
are deeply sorry,’’ he said.

Collary added since uncovering
the issue, the bank had contacted
affected customers and completed
a remediation program including
refunds of fees and interest, debt
waivers and payments for non-
financial loss, totalling about
$900,000.

ASIC has also alleged that West-
pac did not do enough to investig-
ate and rectify the systems issues
plaguing its online hardship noti-
fication process and is seeking de-
clarations, pecuniary penalties
and adverse publicity orders
against the bank from the court.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 THE SYDNEYMORNINGHERALD
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RAREGENETIC CONDITIONS

Study aims to unravel dementia riddles
Angus Thomson
Health reporter

Sarah Matthews cuddles Charlotte, diagnosed last year with a form of dementia. Photo: Steven Siewert

Mostly, Charlotte Colley is just like
any other two-year-old. She goes
to daycare, loves splashing in the
pool or at the beach, and has no
problems letting her parents Brett
Colley and Sarah Matthews know
exactly what she wants.

‘‘She is very vocal for someone
who’s non-verbal,’’ Colley said.
‘‘She makes you work for the
smiles and the laughs, but she’s got
a lot of sass and she’s a brave little
thing.’’

But Charlotte’s doctors and
parents aren’t sure if she will be
able to walk, talk or swallow food.
In November, she was diagnosed
with Cockayne syndrome, an
extremely rare and inherited
condition affecting the
neurological development of
children.

It is one of more than 150 rare
genetic conditions Australian
scientists have identified as
causing dementia in children in
world-first research that hopes to
boost scientific and public
understanding of a condition most
people don’t even know exists.

The study, published in the
journalBrain, estimated that more
than 100 babies born in Australia
each year would develop childhood
dementia, a similar number to
those born with cystic fibrosis.

The 91 Australians who died
from the condition in 2021 are only
slightly fewer than the number of

children who died from cancer
before the age of 15.

The conditions are all marked by
a period of development before the
often rapid onset of symptoms of
premature ageing. Life expectancy
is nine years, and 70 per cent don’t
live to see their 18th birthdays.

Lead author Dr Nick Smith from
Adelaide University said some of
the genetic abnormalities that

cause dementia in adults can also
cause dementia in children, such
as the defect in one gene which
causes both Gaucher’s disease in
children and Parkinson’s in adults.

‘‘The usual reaction you get is
that this doesn’t happen to
children, but quite the contrary;
this is a condition that young
people in our community are
dealing with,’’ he said.

Megan Maack, who
commissioned the research as
chief executive and director of the
Childhood Dementia Initiative,
said grouping the conditions
together for the first time would
help researchers and
policymakers understand the scale
of the problem.

‘‘Historically, the hundred-plus
conditions that cause childhood

dementia have been understood in
isolation, and so the way we
research, the way we care, the way
we set policy, has been very
fragmented,’’ she said. ‘‘While the
genetic cause is different, the
challenges families face are all
common, so it makes sense to look
at them all together.’’

Maack, who has two children
with childhood dementia caused by
Sanfilippo syndrome, said most
families received support through
the NDIS, but had to fight to
receive proper care for their
children.

‘‘Getting a diagnosis for one of
these conditions is really difficult,’’
she said. ‘‘And once they’re
diagnosed, there are no care
pathways, no consistent models of
care ... palliative care services
aren’t set up to care for kids with
childhood dementia.’’

Matthews, from Dulwich Hill in
Sydney, said she was proud of the
way Australia’s medical system
had supported their daughter, but
the past two years had been a
constant search for answers
involving dozens of medical
specialists and few explanations.

‘‘I’m a lawyer for a living, but I
feel like I’ve never had to advocate
as I have had to do, to get Charlotte
to stand out and to say this isn’t
something that she’s going to grow
out of,’’ Matthews said.

‘‘If there’s going to be gene
therapies, then early diagnosis and
early treatment will be absolutely
critical.’’

Australian-made cancer drug wins billion-dollar approval
LiamMannix

A drug invented in Australia to
treat a lethal bone marrow cancer
is set to become a billion-dollar
global blockbuster after US regu-
lators on Friday gave it the green
light to be sold there.

Momelotinib was invented by an
Australian team in Melbourne in the
late 1990s, and the drug was bought
by pharma giant GSK in 2022 for
$US1.9 billion ($2.95 billion). It is
used to treat myelofibrosis, a rare
and devastating disease that leads
to bone marrow ‘‘burnout’’.

Getting a drug from lab bench to
patients is a long, expensive and
usually unsuccessful process. For
all the medical discoveries made
around the world every day, Aus-
tralia approves only about 40 new
drugs every year.

After winning approval in the
US to treat myelofibrosis, GSK ex-
pects the drug to generate more
than $US1 billion in sales each
year. The company is expected to
apply for approval globally.

Both the key underlying cause of
myelofibrosis and the treatment
were discovered in Melbourne.

‘‘There are few stories that
really encapsulate how great Aus-
tralian science can be better than
this one,’’ said Professor Mark
Dawson, co-head of the Cancer
Biology and Therapeutics Pro-
gram at the Peter MacCallum Can-
cer Centre. He was not involved in
the drug’s development.

Yesterday afternoon, Professor
Andrew Wilks was drinking cham-
pagne to celebrate an achievement
three decades in the making.

Wilks discovered the Janus
kinases molecule in 1989.
Momelotinib is named after Mel-

bourne, the city where he and
chemist Dr Chris Burns first
sketched out the molecule.

‘‘How long’s that, 35 years? I was
young and lovely when I started
this thing,’’ Wilks said.

Myelofibrosis is rare, poorly un-
derstood and devastating. The dis-
ease appears driven by a dysfunc-
tion in a family of proteins known
as Janus kinases.

These proteins are named after
the Roman god of duality because
they play key roles in both manu-
facturing and regulating blood cell
production.

In the early 2000s, researchers
around the world linked genetic
dysfunction in the newly dis-
covered kinases to a pair of dis-
eases in which the proteins go
rogue, pumping out far too many
blood cells. The bone marrow
strains under the demands of ex-
cess production, and begins to in-
flame. Over time, this inflamma-
tion scars the sensitive tissue.

Eventually, the marrow reaches
what Dawson calls the ‘‘burnout
phase’’. Where once they made too
many red blood cells, they now make
too few, leaving patients anaemic.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE
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Nuclear
medicine
factory at
old reactor
LiamMannix

Hundreds of millions of dollars will
be spent building a new radio-
active medicine factory at the Lu-
cas Heights nuclear reactor in
Sydney, replacing an ageing and
accident-prone facility.

The new manufacturing centre
will produce the radioactive drugs
doctors use to image the heart,
lungs, kidney and brain for diag-
nosing and tracing diseases such
as cancer. The current facility has
been plagued by safety breaches,
including in 2017, when a worker
suffered radiation burns.

The government has been tight-
lipped on costs ahead of a competit-
ive tender process, but equivalent
facilities in other countries have of-
ten come with price tags exceeding
$400 million. The factory is expec-
ted to open in the mid-2030s.

‘‘ANSTO’s [the Australian Nuc-
lear Science and Technology Or-
ganisation] nuclear medicine pre-
cinct in Sydney will revolutionise
the domestic production of nuclear
medicines and improve the lives of
thousands of Australians,’’ said
Science Minister Ed Husic.

The facility will replace Lucas
Heights’ trouble-plagued Building
23, built in 1959 as a research labor-
atory and later repurposed to
make nuclear medicine.

Building 23 recorded seven
‘‘events with safety implications’’
in 2017 and 2018.

The worst of these occurred in
2017, when aworker dropped a vial
of radioactive Molybdenum-99,
covering their hands in the liquid.

‘‘Building 23 was designed and
built in the 1950s and is scheduled
to reach its end of life by the end of
the 2030s,’’ said Ian Martin,
ANSTO’s general manager of nuc-
lear medicine. ‘‘It [has] served
Australia very well, I think. But it’s
an ageing facility that this [new]
facility will replace.’’

Like the current facility, the new
one will assemble and test nuclear
medical products, particularly
Molybdenum-99, or Mo-99.

ANSTO supplies about 12,000
doses a week to facilities across
Australia and the region.

HEATWAVES

Nation urged to prepare
for summer’s silent killer
Natassia Chrysanthos,
Angus Thompson

Bathers cool off at Bronte. Warnings have been issued about a dangerous summer. Photo: Dion Georgopoulos

Heatwaves are a silent killer that
lead to more deaths each year than
natural disasters and Australians
need to be prepared for them,
Emergency Management Minister
MurrayWatt has said ahead of the
country’s hottest and driest
weather since Black Summer.

Sydney, Canberra and Mel-
bourne have all endured heat-
waves this month and the Bureau
of Meteorology last week declared
an El Nino event and a positive
Indian Ocean Dipole were in play.

Watt said that would bring a
more difficult summer, in terms of
hot weather risk, than the country
had seen since the Black Summer
of 2019-20.

‘‘And while there’s been a lot of
focus on bushfires, one of the other
risks is heatwaves, which are the
silent killer,’’ he said. ‘‘Actually, we
lose more people to heatwaves
every year than we do from other
forms of natural disasters.’’

As the federal government con-
vened its first major summit of
2023 for emergency services, dif-
ferent governments and the priv-
ate sector to get ready for summer,
Watt said the elderly and the dis-
abled were at greatest risk.

‘‘Some people will be better po-
sitioned than others, depending
whether they have airconditioning
in their homes,’’ he said. ‘‘Butwe’re
also working with local govern-
ments around public libraries,
swimming pools, public facilities
that people can use to get relief in
those heatwave conditions.’’

Foodbank chief executive
Brianna Casey said she was partic-
ularly concerned about the impact
on cash-strapped clients who ‘‘just
don’t have the resilience that we
need right now’’.

‘‘We’ve already got people seek-
ing food relief, bringing in empty
containers of water for us to actu-
ally freeze on their behalf in lieu of
freezers because they can’t afford
the running costs of keeping
fridges and freezers on,’’ she said.

Emergency Management Aus-

tralia director-general Joe Buffone
said the agency had been learning
from North America and Europe,
which battled extreme heat and
fires.

‘‘There is a national framework
that makes sure there’s consist-
ency and warning,’’ he said.

‘‘We’re alsoworkingwith the en-
ergy sector andwith health sectors
to make sure they are acutely
aware of the potential impacts of
heat.

‘‘The big focus is around people:
making sure that they have the in-
formation to protect themselves
and have support. Look after your
neighbours, in particular the elder-
ly, and those that have [mobility
issues]. An important part of that
is making sure that they get early
warning, they’re prepared and

they stay cool, they stay hydrated,
and they take advice from the
warnings from emergency ser-
vices [and] the health sector.’’

The Bureau of Meteorology’s
heatwave warning service
provides alerts via its mobile app
four days in advance.

The alert provides a warning as
well as health messages tailored to
particular areas or at-risk com-
munities.

‘‘It’s a very powerful way of giv-
ing the community insight around
a heatwave coming,’’ the bureau’s
chief executive Andrew Johnson
said. Messages would also be is-
sued on social media.

He said his agency was also
working with the national energy
network to manage supply during
extreme heat.

For example, fewer electrons
are sent down transmission power
connectors during hot weather be-
cause energy systems can no
longer sustain the same voltages,
and power lines sag.

‘‘It’s a very, very complex sys-
tem. There’s always a risk from
severe weather, right through the
power grid,’’ Johnson said.

‘‘As a [former chief executive]
once told me: the history of this
country is that our power has been
run by fossil fuels. But the future of
our power in this country will be
run by the weather.

‘‘The weather plays an abso-
lutely vital role both on demand
and supply side, so we put a very
significant effort into working side
by side with all the players in the
system.’’
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for 

the proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of 

seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration 

permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to 
support consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity 
until 30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we 
can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. 
Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters and 
information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning 
the QR code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other 
relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

For more information: 

E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area assessed within the 
Environment Plan and encompasses a wide range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and socio-economic activities

SCAN HERE
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At least sale of Karvan’s Bondi estate has approval
Carmen Forward It’s been

emotional:
Claudia Karvan’s
Bondi property
had been in the
family for
generations.
Karvan photo:
Wolter Peeters

ActressClaudiaKarvan sold her late
father’s Bondi Beach estate at
auction onSaturday for $989,000.

The oversized art deco apartment
in Francis Street attracted nine
buyers,mostly first homebuyers.

Buyerswereundeterred tohear
theproperty featurednon-approved
space suchas aworkshopand laundry
accessible below the kitchenanda
courtyard, all commonproperty but
claimedby the ownerduringhis 20
years living there. Thefloorplan on
the listing labels this area as ‘‘not
approved commonproperty’’.
The guidewas initially $950,000,

but after the agency received letters
fromstrata in regards to the title it

was lowered to $850,000.
Bidding opened at $700,000

in front of a curious crowd.

After five $25,000 bids between five
parties, bids of $5000were placed
until the reserve of $835,000wasmet.
Further $5000, $2000 and $1000bids
were placed until it sold for $989,000
to a first home buyer pair of sisters.

Thiswas one of 736 homes
scheduled to go under the hammer in

Sydney on theweekend. By evening,
DomainGroup recorded a preliminary
auction clearance rate of 74 per cent
from440 reported results, while 81
auctionswerewithdrawn.

Withdrawnauctions are counted as
unsold propertieswhen calculating
the clearance rate.

Selling agentBrigitteBlackman
fromBresicWhitney InnerEast, said
theproperty hadbeen in the family for
generations so, althoughhappywith
the result, itwas an emotional outcome
for ‘‘one of our best actresses’’. ‘‘There
was onebedroomandone sunroom. It
was agood entry point for someone to
get intoBondiBeach,’’ Blackman said.

AuctioneerThomasMcGlynn, CEO
ofBresicWhitney, said itwas a great
experience to call an auction of
predominantly first homebuyers
ready to bid. ‘‘They showed a lot of
courage to bid in theway that they
bid,’’ he said. ‘‘A lot of the first home
buyers in that particular situation did
a really great job to put themselves in
a financial position to buy.’’

A fewbeaches along, a five-bedroom
house located at 62Sackville Street in
Maroubra sold for $5,475,000 to a
family upsizing froma semi inCoogee.

LEHRMANNCASE

Ten seeks evidence on intoxication
Michaela Whitbourn
Legal affairs

Bruce Lehrmann is suing Network
Ten over an aired interview
conducted with his former
colleague Brittany Higgins. Photos:
Alex Ellinghausen

Network Ten is seeking to rely on
expert evidence in Bruce Lehr-
mann’s defamation case about
sexual assault victims’ typical be-
haviour andBrittanyHiggins’ level
of intoxication on the night she al-
leges she was raped by Lehrmann
in Parliament House.

The Federal Court trial against
the broadcaster is slated to start in
Sydney on November 22. Barrister
Tim Senior, acting for Ten, yester-
day told the court at a preliminary
hearing that the network would
call 28 witnesses, including Hig-
gins and journalist Lisa Wilkinson.

Senior said Ten also wanted to
tender two expert reports, on ‘‘the
reactions and responses of victims
of sexual assault . . . and how things
like memory may be affected’’, and
a toxicology expert’s opinion about
Higgins’ level of intoxication on the
night in question.

MatthewRichardson, SC, acting
for Lehrmann, said the first report,
written by a clinical psychologist,
offered not only an opinion about
‘‘the typical behaviour of victims of
sexual assault’’ but ‘‘also posits
opinions that, for instance, false

complaints are rare’’. ‘‘There cer-
tainly will be objection to that evid-
ence, starting from . . . whether or
not there is a recognised field of
expertise and so on, but also the
conclusions and the opinions that
are expressed, we would say, have
no sufficient factual foundation,’’
Richardson said.

‘‘It really appears to be an ana-
lysis of academic papers. As to

whether we will object to the toxic-
ology report, we just haven’t come
to a view yet.’’

Justice Michael Lee said ques-
tions about the admissibility of the
first report would be determined
before the trial.

Lehrmann filed Federal Court
defamation proceedings against
Ten in February over an interview
Wilkinson conducted with his for-

mer colleague Higgins on The Pro-
ject, broadcast on February 15,
2021. Separate proceedings
against News Corp, filed at the
same time, have since settled.

He alleges the interview con-
veyed a series of defamatory
meanings, including that he raped
Higgins in former defence industry
minister Linda Reynolds’ office on
March 23, 2019.

Lehrmann was not named in the
broadcast, but his lawyers say he
was identified via other means.

If the court finds Lehrmann was
identified, Ten and Wilkinson ad-
mit they conveyed the defamatory
claims alleged, including the cent-
ral claim of rape, and will seek to
rely chiefly on defences of truth
and qualified privilege, a defence
relating to publications of public
interestwhich requires an outlet to
have acted reasonably.

Lehrmann is also suing the ABC
for defamation for broadcasting a
National Press Club address last
year by Grace Tame and Higgins.
Lee yesterday said the ABC pro-
ceedings would be heard at the
same time as the Ten case. The
broadcaster proposes to call five
witnesses.

Lehrmann was named in the
media in August 2021, six months
after the Ten interview, when he
was charged with sexual inter-
course without consent.

He pleaded not guilty to the
charge. His trial was aborted in
October last year due to juror mis-
conduct. The charge was later dro-
pped amid concerns about Hig-
gins’ mental health. Lehrmann has
always maintained his innocence.
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between 
16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and 28 km 
offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a 
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in 
water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no 
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Notice of Intention to use the

name Temple for the Divine

Water Bearer

Date of Notice:

22nd November 2023

Notice of Intent to create security

interest in the title Temple for the

DivineWater Bearer for use of

name andmark. If there is an

existing usage of this name

please inform us of your

objections and provide proof of

claim in writing and address it to

PO BOX 7210, Bondi Beach, NSW 2026.

Noticeboard

LP1757

Transport for NSW

Special event clearways will be in effect on the following dates and locations for ISPS HANDA Australian  
Golf Open. 

 Clearways will be in effect from 5am to 7pm daily, Thursday 30 November to Sunday 3 December 
on sections of Bannerman Crescent and Trevilyan Avenue. Some clearways will be in effect until 8pm daily on 
Bannerman Crescent.

 Clearways will be in effect from 8am to 8pm daily, Thursday 30 November to Sunday 3 December 
on Tunstall Avenue (eastern side) between Tedwin Avenue and Day Avenue.

 Clearways will be in effect from 5am to 8pm daily, Thursday 30 November to Friday 1 December  
on sections of King Street and Vernon Avenue. Local roads will be closed from 5.30am to 5.30pm each day 
on Thursday 30 November and Friday 1 December including sections of Vernon Avenue, O’Connor Street and 
King Street.

Clearways are strict no-parking zones for all vehicle types and apply even for local residents or TfNSW 
Mobility Scheme Permit holders. Check signs carefully as vehicles left in signposted clearways will be  
towed and a fee applies. If your vehicle is towed call 132 701 to find its new location.  this information  
is correct at time of publication but may change at late notice, always check signage for the most 
up-to-date information.

 livetraffic.com   L
P
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Transport for NSW

– Transport Administration Act 1988

Attention is invited to the notice published in Government Gazette No 520 of Friday, 10 November 2023 
reference [n2023-2051] regarding the compulsory acquisition of land for light rail purposes at Parramatta 
in the City of Parramatta Council area and said to be in the possession of JKN Para Pty Ltd (registered 
proprietor), Navy Aspiration Opportunity VI Limited, Grand Circle Opportunity IX Limited, Mega Path 
Opportunity III Limited, Ever Luck Opportunity III Limited, Timely Opportunity III Limited, Flash Point 
Opportunity III Limited and Avignon Pont Development IX Limited (mortgagees) and City of Parramatta Council 
and Chief Commissioner of State Revenue (caveators). 

(TfNSW Papers: SF2022/187807)

M Knibb
Statutory Land Transactions Manager
Transport for NSW 

For full details call Transport for NSW on .  S
B
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NSW Electoral Commission

The Electoral Commissioner for NSW has received the following application from The Greens NSW to amend 
the Register of Parties under the provisions of the Electoral Act 2017:

• Amend the party’s written constitution
•  Update the registered party information to include the names of the officers or members of the party 

responsible for ensuring the party complies with the Electoral Act 2017 and the Electoral Funding Act 2018

The other particulars (see below) in the Register of Parties relating to The Greens NSW remain unchanged: 

All written objections to the amendments will be considered by the Electoral Commissioner for NSW.

Objections must be signed, include the name and address of the person(s) or organisation(s) making the 
objection, and be lodged with the Electoral Commissioner for NSW by post (GPO Box 4046, SYDNEY NSW 
2001) or email to fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au no later than 14 days after today’s date.

The application may be inspected by making a request in writing to fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au

Authorised by John Schmidt, Electoral Commissioner for NSW

  S
B
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Ministry of Health

Private Health Facilities Act 2007

Applications have been received from Sana Private Pty Ltd for transfer of licence for Wesley Hospital Ashfield 
at 91 Milton Street, Ashfield NSW 2131 and for Wesley Hospital Kogarah at 7 Blake Street, Kogarah NSW 2217.

The Directors are Michael Vincent CARISTO, Georgina Frances BLUNDELL, James Tobias HALL and the 
Secretary is Benjamin Howard KENNEDY.

Any person wishing to make representations should do so in writing by 6 December 2023.

The Secretary, NSW Health
NSW Ministry of Health
Locked Bag 2030
St Leonards NSW 1590  S

B
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Building
Materials and
Suppliers

TIP Greenwoods 9144 4700
St. Ives. C+D Demolition Waste,

50% disc for sorted demolition

timber. Concrete and brick

recycling, disc. for large

quantities. Recycled products.

Davis Earthmoving 9450 2288

Public Notices

COOLANGATTA
BEACHFRONT RESORT UNIT

Fully Furnished. Sleeps 6.

Available 23rd December,

For 2 weeks. Best offer.

Please contact 0418 206 576

Communicate your public notice in 
The Sydney Morning Herald Classifi eds.

Promote your school
The Sydney Morning Herald and The Sun-Herald are the 
perfect news environments to engage a high value audience 
and promote your school or educational institution.

MASTERCARD, Visa, Amex or

Diners Club

If you are a casual advertiser with

Herald Classifieds you are

welcome to prepay your Ad. by

MasterCard, Visa, Amex or

Diners. Just tell our Sales Adviser

when you phone:

Herald Classifieds 13 25 35.

Winning Numbers in order drawn:

DRAW 5362

3 935 16

The Jackpot prize of 
$9,640,015 was not won 
by ticket Nº 194108

1st Prize of $200,000 - N° 168936
2nd Prize of $20,000 - N° 042874
3rd Prize of $5,000 - N° 185308

MEGA JACKPOT 
DRAW 1633 (DRAWN 20/11/23)

Jackpot now stands at $9,880,016 in Mega Jackpot Draw 1634

DRAW 4340
Monday, 20 November 2023

Division 1: No Winning Entries.

35 16 3 9 30 727 37
Prize Winning Numbers Supplementaries

Div Prize Pool Winners Prize Value
1 $1,000,000.00 0 $0.00

2 $59,464.50 15 $3,964.30

3 $92,027.60 184 $500.15

4 $261,835.55 10,753 $24.35

5 $372,484.30 27,694 $13.45

6 $628,646.60 57,674 $10.90

OFFICIAL LOTTERIES RESULTS

Help is close at hand. 
GambleAware
gambleaware.nsw.gov.au
1800 858 858

Prize details subject to relevant Games Rules. NSW Lotteries queries: 131 868.

Good Food
Tuesdays in the SMH

Apartments
and Flats to
Rent Coastal
and Country



WE NOW HAVE CLICK & GO
See something you like online? Want more info?
Simply click on the Ad & we'll direct you to their page
Connect with Classifi eds

MANAGER TAFE SERVICES
• Nowra Campus/ South region
• Full-time

Base salary of $152,069 p.a plus
employer’s contribution to superannuation
and annual leave loading.

A career that changes lives.

The Manager TAFE Services is responsible
for leading and managing a team of
TAFE Services Coordinators based in
our border campuses. The role involves
coordinating campus operations, building
community engagement and delivering
exceptional customer service to learners
which enables a safe, vibrant campus
environment.

For more information on how to apply
and an informal chat, please call
Jonathan Davis (Director of Customer and
Stakeholder Relations) on 0437 615 245
or email jonathan.davis19@tafensw.edu.au

You can apply for the role via our TAFE
Careers website at careers.tafensw.edu.au
Ref No 492779

Applications close 11.55 pm Sunday
10 December 2023. LP

17
23

QR codes, 
the new way 
customers can 
search for your 
business, make 
sure it’s in your 
ad today.

to join our fun and vibrant team.
Our pharmacy has a strong focus on 

customer service and offering our 
patients health solutions. Our services 

include vaccinations, dose administration 
aids, sleep apnoea and potentially UTI/

contraceptive prescribing.

If you would like to join our team, we would 
love to hear from you. We are a family 

friendly pharmacy, and offer flexible hours.

For more information please contact me at: 

timrudd@capitalchemist.com.au

PHARMACIST
We are looking for a part time
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

School Canteen Licence
Tenders are called for the licence of the
St Georges Basin Public School canteen for the
school year commencing 2024 for a term of 3
years with an option to renew for 2 years
Annual school enrolments will be approximately
370  General enquiries and requests for a
Tender Information Package should be referred
to:

Cass Timms
School Administrative Manager
4443 4251 or
stgeorgesb-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Tenders must be sent electronically and noted
in the subject line “Commercial in Confidence -
School Canteen Tender” and sent to:

Kathy Rembisz
Principal
stgeorgesb-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Tenders close at 3pm on Friday, 1 December
2023

Mandatory Criteria: All employees must hold a
current working with children check.

An onsite inspection will be held on Wednesday
29 November 2023 from 10am-12pm

Positions VacantPublic Notices Tenders

Connect with Classifi eds
Phone: 4421 9100

Email: classifi eds@southcoastregister.com.au

southcoastregister.com.au  Wednesday, November 22, 2023 SOUTH COAST REGISTER 25
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responds. “If you’re looking at 
other activities that are more 
nefarious (than threats) you’ll 
see how quickly the response 
is,” he said.

“Any information  in the 
right hands can be used for an 
advantage.”

Mr Lisk also said the threats 
will assist the senders of the 
threats in determining the 
“level of preparedness they’re 
targeting”.

He said it was “difficult to see 
the materiality out of it” for the 
average person.

However, he added the 
threat’s origin could be “ran-
ging from something really or-
ganised, to nuisance calls”. 

“It’s hard to speculate the 
motives,” he said.  “It could go 
right down to how the state 
government reacts to these 
threats or it could be kids.”

Last week, defence person-
nel at the Keswick Army Bar-
racks were forced to evacuate 
after a bomb threat.  It  was re-
portedly made on August 29.

A defence spokesman con-
firmed an “incident” had taken 
place at the facility.

“Defence is aware of an inci-

dent at Keswick Barracks re-
sulting in an evacuation,” he 
said. 

“Defence is unable to com-
ment further at this time, 
please direct all inquiries to 
South Australian Police.”

On August 22, bomb threats 
were made to multiple schools 
across South Australia as well 
as Flinders Medical Centre – 
which was also dealing with a 
power blackout.

East Adelaide School in St 
Peters was placed into lock-
down because of the threat.

During the incident, princi-
pal Vicki Stravinski informed 
parents that students already 
at school would be evacuated.

Her  statement via email said 
the Education Department 
had advised all families to keep 
their children at home while 
the matter was ongoing.

“We will notify you as soon 
as possible about children 
being able to attend,” the letter 
to parents had read. 

 “Students who are already at 
the school for OSHC or sports 
training will be managed by 
staff and evacuated off site as 
per our emergency procedures.”

Bomb threats made to schools, 
healthcare facilities and public 
places across South Australia 
have been traced  to an overseas 
site after a joint investigation 
by SA Police and the Australian 
Federal Police. 

SA Police said in a statement 
investigations into the wave of 
terrifying threats from a global 
“origin” would continue. 

“South Australia Police con-
tinue to work with our federal 
and overseas counterparts to 
investigate these incidents,” 
the statement read. 

“We wish to reassure the 
community that there has been 
no risk to public safety.”

Joel Lisk, research fellow at 
Flinders University’s Jeff Ble-
ich Centre, focusing on digital 
technology and security, said 
the threats could be “a mix of 
interference and nuisance”.

“It causes a hassle, it incon-
veniences people’s lives and it 
exposes a vulnerability,” Mr 
Lisk said.

He explained the incidents 
reveal to the “sender of the 
threats” how quickly the target 

Shashi Baltutis

‘Ageism 
cost Kylie 
airplay’
THE feel-good hit of the year, 
Padam Padam, could have 
been even bigger if Kylie Min-
ogue hadn’t been subjected to 
sexist ageism by radio gate-
keepers, according to the 
song’s producer.

Lostboy, aka Pete Rycroft, 
who pro-
duced and 
co-wrote the 
track along-
side Norwe-
gian artist 
and pop hit 
maker Ina 
W r o l d s e n , 
took aim at 
British radio 
stations for not adding the track 
to their playlists until fans called 
them out on social media.

“We were trying to get it 
played on the radio. It was 
everywhere, everyone was 
talking about it and it was at 
least top two in the charts – but 
Radio 1 and Capital were refus-
ing to play it, essentially be-
cause she’s an older woman,” 
he told The Independent.

The song gathered swift mo-
mentum after its release on 
May 19 on TikTok because of 
its earworm hook replicating a 
heartbeat, and its adoption as 
an anthem for 2023 Pride cele-
brations in the US and Europe. 
The grassroots fan support 
propelled Minogue to her first 
UK No.1 in more than a decade.

Kylie Minogue

Bomb threats  
global probe 

Scott Wimshurst was stabbed at Noarlunga Centre on Sunday. Picture: 7NEWS

A man feared he would die after was 
stabbed at Noarlunga Centre – 
allegedly at random by a teenager — 
as he headed home from work on 
Sunday. 

 Scott Wimshurst, 25, told 7NEWS 
on Monday night that it was the 
scariest moment of his life and that 
he panicked as he feared he would 
bleed to death.

He said his body went cold as he 
felt a warm liquid shoot down his 
back. Hailing down a bus driver, he 
then asked paramedics to delay his 
trip to hospital so he could provide a 
description of the events.

“Even while it was happening, I 
was wondering … is this real?” he 
said. “Immediately my first thought 
was ‘I’ve been stabbed – oh my god, 
am I going to die?’”

He was in a stable condition in the 
Flinders Medical Centre last night. 

Jayden James Spakianos, 18, 
appeared in the Christies Beach 
Magistrate Court on Monday 
charged with aggravated causing 
serious harm. 

 “The defendant … (allegedly) 
approaches the victim saying ‘I will 
kill this guy’, before stabbing him in 
the back,” a prosecutor told the 
court. 

The court also heard Mr 
Wimshurst was left with a punctured 
lung and blood in his chest cavity 
and that Mr Spakianos had allegedly 
stabbed someone else earlier this 
year. Mr Spakianos’ defence counsel 
told the court his client denied the 
allegations. Bailed was refused. 

Is this real? Oh my god, am I going to die? 
Emily Jarvis

SA police say no risk to public safety 
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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A father of five who tried to 
talk a man out of taking his life 
was beaten to a pulp by a group 
of  thugs at Mount Gambier’s 
popular Cave  Gardens.

Chef Dali Lee suffered severe 
brain injuries in the frenzied 
assault, according to partner  
Danielle Malseed.

Ms Malseed has revealed the 
motive behind the attack as Mr 
Lee  recovers from a fractured 
skull and multiple brain bleeds. 

Ms Malseed said Mr Lee  was 
near the Globe Hotel in Mt 
Gambier when he heard 
screams from the nearby Cave 
Garden, where someone was 
threatening to jump. She said 
Mr Lee, who lost his best friend 
to suicide last year, approached 
the “man in an attempt to talk 
him down”.

“Some people then came to-
wards him, screaming at him 
and then attacked him,” Ms 
Malseed said of the assault last 
month, which police are prob-
ing. Mr Lee said that all he can 
remember was waking up face 
down struggling to breathe. 

“It’s unimaginable that 
someone could leave him in 
that condition, he could have 

died,” she said, adding: “He 
constantly replays the incident 
in his mind, trying to make 
sense of what happened.”

The attack has thrown the 
“family of seven” into turmoil 
as they try to cope with the 
housing crisis. The family has 
been homeless ‘on and off’ over 
the past three years.

“After Covid, we lost our 
rental home and had to live in a 
caravan parked in my mother’s 
driveway,” Ms Malseed said.

“We’re living at Dali’s mum’s 
now and we don’t have our 
own bedroom.

“He needs to sleep a lot and 
without a bedroom, that’s kind 
of not possible.” In a GoFund-
Me post, Ms Malseed wrote: 
“He is undoubtedly the strong-
est man I know, we remain 
committed to supporting his re-
covery, but we can’t do it alone.”

Danielle Malseed 
Loving partner

Brave ‘lifesaver’ bashed 
Rahul Dhakan

Set upon as he tried to stop man from a ‘suicide jump’

Dali Lee,  a chef from Mount Gambier, was attacked and left in a coma. Picture: Supplied

“Some people then 
came towards him, 
screaming at him 

SA firm’s
$875k 

safety bill
Cement and masonry  manu-
facturer Adbri has agreed to 
spend more than $875,000 on 
safety improvements following 
a 2021 incident that left a work-
er with serious head injuries.

The incident occurred in 
May 2021 at the company’s 
Klein Point limestone mine on 
Yorke Peninsula, when the 
worker fell nearly 4m from a 
platform onto a concrete floor 
within the site’s crushing plant.

The worker sustained seri-
ous injuries including a frac-
tured skull and ribs, broken 
vertebrae, hearing loss and am-
nesia. 

He has since returned to 
work and is on restricted hours.

Under an enforceable 
undertaking approved by Safe-
Work SA earlier this month, 
Adbri (previously known as 
Adelaide Brighton) has com-
mitted to spend at least 
$876,545 on safety improve-
ments including a redesign of 
the crusher infrastructure at 
Klein Point and the acquisition 
of a new specialised rock 
breaker to assist the injured 
person’s return to work.

The company will also ap-
point an additional site super-
visor at the site, where workers 
will be provided with ad-
ditional training on health and 
safety.

Giuseppe Tauriello
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE

kemprealestate.com.au | RLA 1292

The Corporation of the City of Whyalla
AUCTION

Properties being sold by authority under Section 184 of the 
Local Government Act 1999 (SA).

Following properties to be auctioned at the Westland Hotel, 
Palms Venue, 100 McDouall Stuart Avenue, Whyalla Norrie, SA 5608.

Auction Friday 22nd September 2023 commencing at 10am.

Registrations start at 9.30am, bidding from 10am.

45 Phillips Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6114/766
9 Cowled Street Whyalla Norrie 5608 CT 5221/611

10 Bowers Court Whyalla Barson 5601 CT 6057/894
12 Bowers Court Whyalla Barson 5601 CT 6057/893
31 Bowers Court Whyalla Barson 5601 CT 6057/888

96 Essington Lewis Avenue Whyalla 5600 CT 5647/730
46 Havelberg Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6024/684

Lot 102 Carlson Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6024/685
Lot 5 Havelberg Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6024/680
Lot 6 Havelberg Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6024/681
Lot 7 Havelberg Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6024/682
47 McRitchie Crescent Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6025/483

3 Foote Place Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6025/491
5 Foote Place Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6025/493
6 Foote Place Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6025/494
10 Foote Place Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6025/498

3 Carlson Street Whyalla Stuart 5608 CT 6025/477

Agents:

Carl Semmler
carl@kemprealestate.com.au

0417 815 564

Steve Kemp
steve@kemprealestate.com.au

0418 837 075



12 NEWS The Advertiser Tuesday September 26, 2023

ADVE01Z01MA - V1

Federal Treasurer Jim Chalm-
ers could be headed for another 
pleasant budget surprise next 
year with iron ore prices 
around $US120 ($186.34) a 
tonne, well ahead of expecta-
tions.

Last week’s final budget fig-
ures show the tax office raked 
in $153.16bn in company taxes 
– $12.4bn more than expected, 
mostly off the back of stronger 
commodity prices in iron ore 
and coal, with a minor contri-
bution from soaring lithium 
prices.

That helped deliver a $22.1bn 
cash surplus for the fiscal year, 
$17.9bn ahead of expectations.

While Dr Chalmers was 
keen to play down the chances 
of a repeat performance in the 
current year, commodity prices 
suggest the next year’s budget 
will also look a lot better than 
expected.

Dr Chalmers’ May budget 
tipped iron ore prices to fall to 
an average $US60 a tonne by 

March 2023, sold at the port, 
rather than $US55 a tonne 
used in the previous budget in 
October 2021.

But iron ore has sat stub-
bornly above $US100 a tonne – 
delivered to China – for most of 
the financial year so far, lifting 
above $US120 a tonne last 
week as Chinese steel mills 
began restocking ahead of 
week-long holidays at the end 
of September, traditionally a 
strong month for iron ore.

Analysts say markets are 
also potentially pricing in re-
newed stimulus measures in 
China, which could hold back 
Beijing’s threatened move to 
curb steel output in the second 
half of the year.

Fitch Ratings’ BMI forecast-
ing unit last week tipped iron 
ore prices to average $US110 in 
2023 with “strong risks to the 
upside”, and forecast average 
prices of $US100 a tonne 
throughout 2024.

“Despite the mainland Chi-
nese property sector still being 
in contraction, positive senti-

ment is stemming from hopes 
of a turnaround, with some 
form of stimulus from the 
mainland Chinese govern-
ment,” Fitch analysts said.

JPMorgan analysts recently 
upgraded their 2024 expecta-
tions to a $US110 a tonne aver-
age price, and BHP noted when 
delivering its annual financial 
results that marginal iron ore 
suppliers were leaving the sea-
borne market when prices fell 
below $US100 a tonne with 
“any dips below that threshold 
unable to persist for any mean-
ingful length of time”.

All of that suggests that 
Treasury’s iron ore forecasts 
are again likely to come in 
wildly below the actual market 
price. 

Even factoring in freight at 
$US10 a tonne, delivered to 
China, most analyst forecasts 
now suggest iron ore will aver-
age around $US90 for the fiscal 
year – substantially ahead of 
the budget forecast. 

The May budget forecast a 
$13.9bn deficit in 2023-24. 

Jim’s in ore 
of iron prices 
Commodities bolster Chalmers’ budget
Nick Evans

Henry Ninio in his lord mayoral robes at the Adelaide Town Hall 
in 1993.

Former Adelaide lord mayor 
Henry Jacques Ninio has died. 
He was 87.

In a remarkable career 
spanning perfumery and 
politics he was elected as the 
75th lord mayor of Adelaide in 
1993 and served two terms. He 
was a member of the council 
from 1983-97.

The loving husband of wife 
Lynette was a father and 
grandfather.

Loved ones described him 
as a “visionary dreamer who 
gave generously, lived fully 
and left a lasting impact on all 
our lives”. Tributes included 
the Hebrew “zikhrono 
livrakha” — “may his memory 
be a blessing”.

Mr Ninio was born in Cairo 
and attended Cairo University 
for two years. He emigrated 
from Egypt with his family  in 
1956, completed his degree in 
pharmacy in 1960 at the 
University of Adelaide and 
went on to establish the Piaf 
Perfumery chain and Simes 
Australia.

He was a member of Beit 
Shalom Synagogue and was 
president in 1983. 

The French government has 
honoured him for his services 
to perfumery and the French 
community of Australia.

Tributes 
for former 
lord mayor
Brad Crouch

Federal Court of Australia Count Financial Limited Class Action

The Federal Court of Australia has ordered this notice be published. A class action has been 
commenced in the Federal Court of Australia by R and N Hunter Pty Ltd (ACN 105 163 522) atf 
the Hunter Family Super Fund (the Applicant) against Count Financial Limited (Count). You 
should read this notice carefully as it may affect your rights.

The Applicant alleges that some of Count's financial advisers breached the law by failing to 
comply with duties to act in their clients’ best interests and failing to give priority to their clients’ 
interests. The Applicant alleges that Count as Licensee is liable for the conduct of its financial 
advisers and that Count itself breached the law by both failing to take reasonable steps to ensure 
that its financial advisers complied with those duties and by engaging in misleading or deceptive 
conduct (or conduct that was likely to mislead or deceive).  The Applicant alleges that Count and 
its financial advisers breached fiduciary duties owed to the Applicant and Group Members.  The 
Applicant also alleges that, for some Group Members, Count's financial advisers entered into 
ongoing services agreements pursuant to which they promised to provide services on an ongoing 
fee basis, which they did not provide on some or all occasions. Finally the Applicant alleges that 
Count incorrectly advised its financial advisers that conflicted remuneration could continue to be 
paid on arrangements entered into between the financial advisers and their clients where the 
arrangement was entered into prior to 1 July 2014.

Count denies the allegations and is defending the class action. In summary Count defends the 
class action including on the basis that:

 
(a)   the receipt and retention of commission payments by Count's financial advisers 

(including in circumstances expressly permitted by legislation) is not conduct in breach 
of the law and not contrary to the best interests duty and duty of priority;

(b)   Count took reasonable steps to ensure Count financial advisers complied with their 
legal obligations described above;

(c)   Count did not engage in the alleged misleading and deceptive conduct;
(d)   the alleged fiduciary duties are not owed by Count, or by each financial adviser, to 

clients;
(e)   there was no breach of the ongoing service arrangement entered into by the Applicant; 

and
(f)    Count did not incorrectly advise its financial advisers in relation to the acceptance of 

conflicted remuneration.

The Federal Court of Australia has set 1 December 2023 as the date by which group members 
may choose to opt out of the class action.

You may be a group member if you:

(a)   received personal advice from a financial adviser in the Count network;

(b)   acquired, renewed and/or continued to hold insurance, financial or platform products; 
and

(c)   paid initial and/or trail commissions in respect of those products between 21 August 
2014 until 21 August 2020.

If you believe that you may be a group member then you should read the Notice that the 
Federal Court has ordered be published. The Notice is a very important document which may 
affect your legal rights. A copy of the Notice and further information about the class action may 
be viewed at https://tinyurl.com/CountClassAction or by contacting the Applicant's lawyers, 
Piper Alderman, on (02) 9253 9999.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Centre medical oncologist Pro-
fessor Jayesh Desai said: 
“When the protein mutates it is 
always ‘switched on’ which 
means cells, including cancer 
cells, are more likely to divide 
uncontrollably leading to the 
development of tumours.”

Prof Desai is the senior au-
thor of the global study that in-
cluded around a dozen 
Victorians.  He helped lead the 
trial design and the thinking 
behind how best to use the 

powerful new drug. The re-
search has shown divarasib is 
“highly effective” in treating 
patients with advanced or 
metastatic cancer linked to the 
KRAS-G12C mutation. 

“This is precision medicine,” 
he said.  “We do a test, we find 
the cancer gene that has a mu-
tation in it and we have confi-
dence now we can give patients 
a pill and there is a high chance 
it will help control their cancer; 
not cure it, but it is a big step.”

A new once-a-day cancer pill 
trialled with Aussie patients is 
being hailed a “gamechanger” 
by researchers worldwide.

The pill, called divarasib, 
works by inhibiting the func-
tion of a protein called KRAS, 
one of the most commonly mu-
tated proteins in cancers, that 
controls how cancer cells div-
ide and survive.

Peter MacCallum Cancer 

Robyn Riley

‘Gamechanger’ pill for cancer

Lauren Ferri

Bruce Lehrmann and Brittany 
Higgins will both give oral 
evidence at an upcoming 
defamation trial, a judge has 
decided, with the four-week 
trial to simultaneously address 
cases against Network Ten and 
the ABC.

Mr Lehrmann launched 
defamation action in March 
against Ten and journalist Lisa 
Wilkinson over the 2021 cover-
age of Ms Higgins’ rape allega-
tion against him. He later also 
launched proceedings against 
the ABC over the live broadcast 
of a National Press Club ad-
dress by Ms Higgins.

While he was not named in 
the Ten report or Ms Higgins’ 
speech, Mr Lehrmann claims 
he was still identified by the 
media companies and that 
there were four defamatory 
meanings in their publication 
implying he raped Ms Higgins 
at Parliament House in 
March 2019. He has strongly 
denied all allegations.

The case has been travelling 
through the Federal Court 
since Justice Michael Lee 

‘Playful’ hotel for market project
A “playful and fun” brand that 
“captures the nostalgia of 
childhood” has been selected 
to operate the hotel 
component of the $400m 
Market Square development.

Treehouse Hotels will open 
its first Australian location at 
the Central Market Arcade site 
following a competitive 
selection process undertaken 
by developer ICD Property and 
joint venture partner the 
Adelaide City Council.

Market Square is set to 
become the brand’s first 
location in Australia and will 
offer 248 rooms across 10 
levels in the development's 
39-storey tower.  It will also 
feature a restaurant and bar 
with outdoor seating, a street-
front cafe showcasing local 
produce, more than 500sq m 
of indoor and outdoor event 
space and more than 230sq m 
of fitness and wellness 
facilities.The $10m Skyline penthouse.

granted an extension of time 
earlier this year. The matter re-
turned to court for a prelimi-
nary hearing on Monday, 
ahead of the trial which has 
been set down for November 
20.

The court heard there had 
been issues with the prep-
aration of the case in the lead-
up to the hearing, as Mr 
Lehrmann’s lawyers had not 
received an affidavit from Ms 
Higgins.

But rather than have them 
provide affidavits to the court, 
Justice Lee said he wanted to 
hear Mr Lehrmann and Ms 
Higgins give evidence “viva 
voce”. This means both parties 
would be giving their evidence-
in-chief orally rather than in 
written documents to the court.

It will be the first time Mr 
Lehrmann will give evidence, 
as he did not take the stand 
during the criminal trial.

While the defamation trial 
was originally just going to hear 
the case between Mr Lehr-
mann and Ten, Justice Lee on 
Monday decided he would hear 
both cases together.

“There’s clear battlelines in 

this case including a public in-
terest defence in the ABC pro-
ceedings,” he told the court.

“I do think I’ll hear both pro-
ceedings together.”

The court was told the evi-
dence in the trial would also in-
clude expert witnesses who 
gave evidence on “reaction and 
responses of victims of sexual 
assault”, and a toxicology ex-
pert who analysed Ms Higgins 
and her “level of intoxication”.

Justice Lee said he had the 
intention of determining 
whether the reports would be 
admissible ahead of the trial.

In May, Mr Lehrmann 
dropped a defamation lawsuit 
against News Corp’s News Life 
Media and journalist Sam-
antha Maiden. 

Mr Lehrmann’s Supreme 
Court trial in the ACT last year 
was aborted due to juror mis-
conduct. He had pleaded not 
guilty to sexually assaulting Ms 
Higgins. The charges were sub-
sequently dropped by the ACT 
DPP, who declined to pursue a 
retrial over concerns about 
Ms Higgins’ mental health. 
Mr Lehrmann has continued to 
deny the allegations.

Bruce & Brittany 
to front defo trial 

“There’s clear 
battlelines in this 

case … I do 
think I’ll hear 

both proceedings
together

Justice Michael Lee 
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed 
surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits 
VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can 
view the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback 
via the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the 
draft chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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No strike, 
but aGL 
‘too slow on 
emissions’ 
AGL’sboardofdirectorswillre-
maininplaceaftershareholders
including billionaire Mike Can-
non-Brookes spared the com-
panyasecondstrikeonTuesday,
though the company’s largest
shareholdersaidthenearly200-
year-oldcompanywasdecarbo-
nisingtooslowly.

Thevoteonthecompany’sre-
munerationreportprovidesape-
riodof stability forAGL,which
wasembroiledinabittertakeover
battlein2022withMrCannon-
BrookesandBrookfield.

More than 25 per cent of
AGL’sshareholdersrejectedthe
company’s remuneration report
in2022,butitschairwomanPatri-
cia McKenzie on Tuesday said
thecompanyhadavoidedasec-
ondstrikethankstothevotesof
largeequityowners.

Mr Cannon-Brookes’ private
investment company, Grok, ab-
stained from the remuneration
vote.However,Grokchiefexecu-
tiveJeremyKwong-Lawsaidthe
boardhadsetweakclimatetar-
getsinordertoreceivebonuses.

“Webelievethatthetargetsset
underthe‘carbontransitionmet-
rics’inAGL’s2023remuneration
reportincentivisethecompanyto
stand still while the rest of the
Australian energy market does
the work: executives will be re-
warded,whileAGL,itscustomers
andshareholders,areleftbehind
byinaction,”MrKwong-Lawsaid
intheletter.

“Thisunambitiousattitudere-
mindsusofthe‘oldAGL’think-
ing – which was orientated
towardswatching the transition
fromthesidelines,insteadoflead-
ingfromthefront.”

Mr Cannon-Brookes in Au-
gust described AGL as one of
“most toxic companies on the
planet”.

Grok said AGL secured bo-
nusesforreducingemissionsby
about1percentayearforthenext
four years, and driving new re-
newable generation at about 10
per cent – consistent with the
AustralianEnergyMarketOper-
ator’sstep-changescenario.

Ms McKenzie said the com-
panywasmakinggoodprogress
towards its targetofdeveloping
12GWofrenewableenergygen-
erationandstorageby2035.AGL
in2022 said itwouldhasten its
exitfromcoal,bowingtopressure
fromshareholders includingMr
Cannon-Brookes.

AGLhassaid itwillclose its
coal-firedLoyYangApowersta-
tion in Victoria in 2035, having
previouslysaiditwouldretirethe
generator in 2045. AGL says it
willshutitsBayswatercoalpower
stationbetween2030and2033.

Earlierthisyear,AGLsaid it
hadenteredintoadealwiththe
Victorian government to share
the risk of Loy Yang becoming
uneconomicbefore2035,mean-
ingthecoalpowerstation–oneof
the state’s largest emitters – is
likely to remain open until the
nextdecade.

VictoriahaslegislatedAustra-
lia’smostaggressiveenergytran-
sition policy, aiming to cut
emissions by 75-80 per cent by
2035,whilebringing forward its
net-zero target by five years to
2045.

Toachieve this,Victoriawill
prohibitcoalpowergenerationby
2035.

While defending the com-
pany’s progress, Ms McKenzie
said Australia was experiencing
difficultiesindevelopingnewre-
newableenergyassets.

“We are seeing some chal-
lenges, including delays in ap-
provals,costpressuresandsome
local opposition to new gener-
ationandtransmissionprojects,”
MsMcKenziesaid.
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Prioritise migrant tradies over students: Brickworks

The boss of the nation’s largest
brickmaker and leading housing
materialssupplierhaswarnedthat
any review of the country’s mi-
grationintakeneedstoprioritise
bringing in tradies to work on
home construction sites and ad-
dressAustralia’sworseninghous-
ingcrisis.

Brickworks chief executive
LindsayPartridge toldTheAus-
tralian on Tuesday his company
was predicting a slowdown in
housing construction in 2024 as
currentprojectswerecompleted,
butthenabuildingboominto2025
as a fast-growingpopulationde-
mandednewhomes.

Inrecentdaysanationaldebate
aboutmigrationhasbegun.Some
600,000 people are expected to
settle in Australia this calendar
year, and many economists be-
lieve this will fuel inflation, lift
rentsandexacerbatethehousing
crisis.

InSeptemberAMPchiefecon-
omistShaneOlivercalledforan-
nual net migration levels to be
morethanhalvedto200,000peo-
pletoallowthecountrytotackle
theacutehousingshortage.

Speaking before the Brick-
worksannualgeneralmeetingon
Tuesday, where he told share-
holders short-term challenges

across the industrial property
portfoliowouldseea10percent
property valuation decline, Mr
PartridgesaidAustralianeededto
bringintradiesandskilledwork-
ersasapriority.

“There is no use bringing in
anybodyiftheyarenotabuilding
tradie.Youarewastingyourtime,
becausewherearetheygoingto
live?”MrPartridgesaid.

“Thathasbeenmyargument
withgovernments.Theyneedto
befocusingonhavingimmigrants
thathavebuildingtradeslikewe
havedoneinthepastsowecan
buildthehomesforeverybody.

“Iunderstandwhythegovern-
mentlettheimmigration(levels)
catchup,andpartofthatwasthe
students returning, (but) there
havebeenenormouslabourshort-
ages…weneed trades,weneed
skilledpeople,wedon’tneedter-
tiary qualified people, we need
peoplewhoarefittersandturners,
electricians,thesesortsofpeople
tobuildthesehomes.”

He said the huge pipeline of
federal and state government
buildingworks,suchasroads,air-
portsandports,wasalsopushing
up the price of building supplies
andmakingthemhardtoget.

“Ithasbeenmadeworsebyall
thepublicworks,shortageofraw
materialsbecausethegovernment
issuckingitallinfortheirownpro-
jects.Youcan’tgetconcreteduring

thedaysometimes–youhaveto
getitatnight.”

InatradingupdateattheAGM,
MrPartridgesaidsalesatitsAus-
tralianandUSbuildingproducts
businesswereresilient,whileim-
proved margins had resulted in
first-quarter earnings exceeding
the prior corresponding period.
Forthefirstquarter,salesrevenue
was flat inAustraliaandslightly
higherinNorthAmerica.

However,hecontinuedtoseea
declineinnewhousingapprovals,
andexpectedthehousingmarket
toslowinAustraliain2024.

“Despite this positive start to
theyear,orderintakeissoftening
and we expect conditions to be-
comemorechallengingforthere-
mainder of fiscal 2024, as the
existing pipeline of work is pro-
gressivelybuiltout.

“Looking beyond the short-
termweakness,Australiaappears
tobeonthecuspofasignificant
buildingboom,withrecordimmi-
grationlevelsexacerbatinganal-
ready chronic housing under-
supplyissue.”

Mr Partridge said the slow-
down in coming months would
giveBrickworksanopportunityto
“sequentiallytakeplantsofflineto
completemaintenanceworkand
managestocklevels”,butBowral
operationswouldcontinue.

SharesinBrickworksclosed1.9
percentlowerat$25.70.

eli Greenblat

“odd”thattheregulator’scritics
attackeditforfailingtotakeac-
tion against corporate crime,
pointing to the record of hun-
dreds of actions and court
judgments.

“Iwouldchallengeyoutofind
anyotherregulator inAustralia
thatrunsasmanycasesaswedo,
civilandcriminalandisasactive
asweareincourt,”hesaid.

ASIChasfacedcriticismasa
Senateeconomicsinquiryledby
LiberalAndrewBraggheardsto-
riesoftheregulator’sfailuresto
actonreportsofmisconduct.

Senator Bragg, who has
slammed ASIC, is preparing to
publishareportintotheregulator
withanumberofrecommenda-
tionstoreformtheagency.

MrLongosaidheexpectedto
sit down with the economics
committee next year to work
through the “concerns and is-
sues”,butwouldnotbedrawnon
anyproposalstofurtherreformor
empowertheregulator.

SpeakingearlieronTuesday,
ASICdeputy chairSarahCourt

Continued from Page 13 said the regulator was “not
resourcedtoinvestigateallpoten-
tialbreachesofthelaw”.

MsCourtsaidASICmade“no
apology” for its focus on big
business.

“We make careful choices
aboutthematterswetakeon.We
selectmatterswiththebroadest
possiblereach,suchthatourwork
willhaveadeterrenteffectwell
beyondtheparticularmatterwe
areprosecuting,”shesaid.

“In practice, this means that
weinevitablytakemorecivilac-
tionsagainstwhatmightbecalled
the‘bigendoftown’.”

MsCourtsaidmisconductby
large firms “causes the widest
consumer and investor detri-
ment”.

“Andwearebold,inthatwe
arenotconservativeinthecases
wetakeon.Whereweconsider
there to be harm, or potential
harm, we take cases where the
outcomeisnotguaranteed,”she
said.

On Tuesday Treasurer Jim
Chalmersrevealedhewouldsoon
taskASICwithanumberofnew
prioritiesunderanewstatement

ofexpectationsfortheregulator,
thefirstsince2021.

Former treasurer Josh Fry-
denberghandedASICitslastlist
oftasks,callingontheregulator
tosupport“Australia’seconomic
recoveryfromtheCovid-19pan-
demicandworkcloselywithgov-
ernment and Treasury on the
implementationofpolicyreforms
and in its exercise of policy-
relatedfunctions”.

ButonTuesdayDrChalmers
saidhewouldaskASICtofocus
on protecting consumers in the
“digital sphere”, and addressing
therisksandcapturingtheoppor-
tunitiesofthemarket’stransition
tonetzero.

Former ASIC chair James
Shipton, who has previously

called for the Albanese govern-
menttoissueanewstatementof
expectations,saidthenewpriori-
tieswere“urgentlyneeded”.

“Iencourageoversightbodies
like parliamentary committees
and ministerial departments to
applyaconsistentregulatoryper-
formance framework bench-
marked against the agency’s
statutoryobjectivesanditsstate-
mentofexpectations,”hesaid.

“AsignificantfaultlineinAus-
tralia’scurrentregulatoryarchi-
tecture is the absence of
meaningfulandeffectiveongoing
oversight of critical regulatory
agencies,likeASIC.”

NewZealand’sFinancialMar-
kets Authority is given a new
statement by the government
annually.

MsCourtrevealedASIC’spri-
oritiesfor2024,warningtheregu-
lator would broadly focus on
business misconduct, financial
services and credit providers,
company failures, auditors and
liquidators, and technological
and operational resilience. Ms
CourtsaidASICwouldfocuson
conductinvolvingsmallbusiness.

Big or small, aSIC will pursue them all

‘Wearenot
conservativeinthe
caseswetakeon’

Sarah Court 
asic deputy chair 

successful opening of the US
store.

“Asthefounderit’smybaby,
andTahneehasdeliveredtheLas
Vegasstoreandisbeatingexpec-
tations,butTahneeandIareen-
trepreneurialtoourcoreandthe
publiccompanyorholdingcom-
panyrole–it’snotforme,notmy
bestfit,”MrBeardtoldTheAus-
tralianinMarch.

WhentheGoldCoastcouple
soldthebusinesstoa.k.aBrands
inMarch2021theytookhalfthe
$600msalepriceina.k.aBrands
shares,which laterrallied toal-
most $US15 each, taking their
personalwealthtoabout$700m
and ranking the 30-something-
year-olds among the wealthiest
youngindividualsinAustralia.

However,asharemarketrout
hassinceseena.k.aBrandsshares
sink by more than 90 per cent,
cutting the couple’s wealth by
about$US340m.

Theirwealth,basedonthe23.3
milliona.k.aBrandssharestaken
aspartof thesaledeal,has im-
provedrecently,witha.k.aBrands
shares almost doubling since
May.

Meanwhile, Culture Kings is
the latest fashion and apparel
brand to testify to a downbeat
consumer, with Country Road

Continued from Page 13 Group and the nation’s largest
footwearretailer,Accent,alsore-
centlyrevealingsinkingsales.Ac-
cent’s retail brands and shoe
distributionpartnersincludeSke-
chers, Platypus, Hype DC, The
Athlete’sFootandVans.

Culture Kings stores, known
fortheirhyperactivein-storeen-
tertainment with basketball
courts, barbers, DJs and other
events,havenowsuccumbedto
theretailmalaiseandaredeeply
discountingtosellstock–butthis
hascomeatacosttoitsUSown-
ers.

“We are facing continued
macropressureacrossourbrands
inAustralia andNewZealand,”
a.k.aBrandsinterimchiefexecu-
tiveCiaranLongtoldUSanalysts.

“DespitethegrowthintheUS,
aquarterofprofitabilitywasim-
pacted by continued consumer
macroheadwindsinAustralia…
withcontinuedmacropressurein
Australia,wearetakingaggress-
iveactionstoright-sizetheCul-
ture Kings inventory in the
region. We invested about 105
basispointsofgrossmarginwith
the actions we took to move
through inventory at Culture
Kings in Australia in the third
quarter.”

TheBeardsbegantheirbusi-
ness20yearsagosellingslippers
toschooliesontheGoldCoast.

Sneaker chain Culture 
Kings now downtrodden

Tuesday its board had “fast
tracked” three other projects in
Kenya,BrazilandNorway.

But the first will be a 11,000
tonneayeargreenhydrogenpro-
ject in Phoenix, Arizona, which
willcomewitha$US550mcapital
costandisduetostartcommer-
cialoperationsinmid-2026.

Fortescue said it would “in-
itially” fund100percentof the
project,asitlookedfordebtand
equityfundingforthefacility.

In addition, Fortescue will
spend $US150m on a hydrogen
plantinGladstone,whichwilluse
electrolysersmadeinFortescue’s
nearby manufacturing plant to
makeupto8000tonnesofgreen
hydrogenayear.

Fortescuedidnotgiveanyde-
tailsoftheexpectedreturnsfrom
theprojects.

Thecompany’sproposedGib-
sonIslandplant,ajointventure

Continued from Page 13 withIncitecPivot,appearstobe
onthebackburner,withthecom-
panysayingitwasstillworkingon
frontendengineeringanddesign
studiesbutrequiredfurtherwork
“asAustraliastrugglestoshedits
petrostatestatusandstillsuffers
structurallyhighgreenelectricity
costs”.

DrForrest toldreporters the
decision did not mean that the
GibsonIslandprojectwasdead.

“We’vereallygotthetechno-
logydownpat,andit’safunction
of electricity prices. We’re still
working with the Queensland
governmentclosely.

“We’restillworkingwiththe
technology sector todrag those
costsdownanddragthatcapex
down,”hesaid.

“Butwe’vesetourselveshigh
hurdlesasapubliccompany,and
we’reverydisciplinedoncapital
allocation.”

Fortescuesharesclosedup17c
at$25.47onTuesday.

Fortescue suffers first strike 

utilityEnergyHarbor.The law-
suitfiledbyKidShelleenalleges
thatFortescue initially triedthe
switch the deal from its initial
conception, in which Fortescue
would buy the assets and then
allowtheUScompanytobuyin,
toaskingMrTudorJones’com-
panytofrontthepurchasewith
Fortescueasasilentpartner.

“FFI and its representatives
were not keen on the optics of
FFI,anentityostensiblyseeking
to produce green energy, pur-
chasingandrunningcoalenergy
plants,”thedocumentssay.

Despite agreeing to make a
$US135m non-binding offer for

Continued from Page 13 the power stations, Fortescue
thencompletelyrenegedonthe
dealbymakingaseparateoffer
for the Energy Harbor plans in
August2022,thedocumentssay.

Kid Shelleen then alleges
Fortescue reneged on a verbal
agreementtoreimburseitstime
andcostsforconductingduedili-
gence investigations on the as-
sets,worthabout$US6.25m.

DrForrestdismissedthelegal
fight as a “total non-event” on
Tuesday,tellingreportersonthe
sidelinesitwasa“boring”story.

“Someone low down in his
chain somewhere has made an
accusationagainstsomeonewho
doesn’t even work for us any-
more,”hesaid.

Forrest shrugs off uS lawsuit

hollie adams

Brickworks chief executive Lindsay Partridge says more houses must be built

Toyota Motor Corporation 
Australia Ltd., is proud to 
announce the winners of the 
October Guest Experience Survey 
Promotion $200 VISA Debit Gift 
Cards are John & Susan Johnson 
(QLD), Thair Al Yass (WA), 
Lauren Dempsey (SA), Lisa Scott-
irving (NSW), Michael Kennedy 
(QLD), Benton Poon (NSW), Marin 
Panickar (WA), Terrie Walker 
(NSW), Susan Williams (NSW), 
Anna Dichera (SA), Erikko Dimitui 
(WA), Trevor Seeto (NSW), 
Suresh Gill (NSW), Clare Burcham 
(QLD), Ahmad Sabbagh (NSW). 
These winners have been drawn 
in accordance with Permit 
Numbers ACT TP 22/02401, SA 
T22/1981, and NSW TP/02346. 

Toyota Finance Australia 
Limited  is proud to announce 
the winners of the October 
Customer Experience Survey 
Promotion $150 VISA Debit Gift 
Cards are Mitchell Bates (NSW), 
Wayne Harycki (QLD), 
Anonymous (VIC), Jeremy 
Henderson (VIC), Nathan Stokes 
(QLD), Romeo Estaron (WA), 
Daniel Burgess (QLD), Joshua 
Mckenzie Cooke (QLD), Scott 
Crabtree (QLD), Emma Dolin 
(WA), Nadia Kaskine (VIC), 
Robert Thorpe (WA). These 
winners have been drawn in 
accordance with Permit Numbers 
ACT TP 23/00021, SA T23/40 
and NSW TP/02392. 
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public comment 
period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys 
at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of 
six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The 
activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will 
be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with the exact timing 
dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan and the availability 
of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Notice is given that an application has been 
made to the Australian Securities & 
Investment commission for the discharge of 
the security lodged by Advocate Strategic 
Investments Pty Ltd A.C.N 107 691 598.  
Level 3/250 Collins Street, Melbourne   
Victoria  3000. In relation to the Australian 
Financial  Services Licence 224560. The 
application has been made because the 
License has been cancelled by the Company. 
If you have any claim on that security you are 
required to lodge particulars in writing to 
Australian Securities & Investments 
Commission at P O Box 9827 in your capital 
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Labor’spushtooverhaulthefam-
ily law system is likely to pass
throughparliamentafterthegov-
ernmentsecuredsupportfromthe
Greensandthecrossbenchinthe
upperhouse.

WiththeCoalitionholdingsig-
nificantconcernsandlikelytore-
ject thebill, thegovernmenthas
securedcrucialsupportfrominde-

JonConcannonrememberswhen
thehorizonturnedredasawallof
fireadvancedtowardshishomein
CoolagoliteinsouthernNSWon
NewYear’sEvein2019,theblaze
emitting a deafening roar as it
devouredeverythinginitspath.

“Thefirewasswallowinggrass,
itwascreatingitsownwind,itwas
creatingitsownstorm,”saidMr
Concannon,a formeractorwho
starredonsoapoperaACountry
Practice.“Therewasnothingyou
could have done about it and
that’swhyalotofpeoplejustlost
theirplacesbecausetheycouldn’t
doanything.”

Then the wind changed, the
chancearrivalofthenorth-east-
erlystoppingthefireinitstracks
astheworldturnedyellowanda
deepsilencedescendedover the
valley.

“Therewassmokeeverywhere
andyoujustcouldn’tsee,”saidMr
Concannon.“AllIknewwasthat
ithadjustgonetothisstillness.It
wasominous,itwaslike‘whatthe
hell does this mean?’ Because I
don’tknow.Noonedoes.”

The forests around bushfire-
ravaged communities along the
NSWsouthcoastarethickwith
youngblackwattleandeucalyp-
tustreeswhilethegrassinpadd-
ocks is turning yellow as the
weatherbecomeshotteranddrier.

Onlyaboutaquarterofhazard
reductionplannedinthestateby
theNSWRuralFireServicewas
completedlastfinancialyeardue
toseverefloodingandprolonged
wetweathercausedbythreecon-
secutiveLaNinaeventsoverthe
pasttwo-years.

TheBadjaForestfirewasignit-
edbylightningonDecember27in
2019neartheSnowyMountains
townofCoomabeforetravelling
about70kmsoutheasttotheBega
ValleyShirevillageofCobargoon
NewYear’sEve.

Thedevastatingblazewasthe
deadliestofalltheBlackSummer
bushfires,killingsevenpeoplein-
cluding Wandella dairy farmer
Robert Salway and his son Pat-
rick,RichardSteele,ColinBurns,
John Smith, Ross Rixon and
MichaelClarke.

Fire-resistantagapanthusline
the perimeter of retired forester
BruceLeaver’shomeinCoolago-
liteandburnmarksleftfromthe
embersspatoutbytheBadjaFor-
estfireremainontheawningof
hishouse.

Mr Leaver spent decades
working in bushfire suppression
andhasclearedhisownland,as
wellasclearingleavesfromgut-
tersandcheckingsprinklerswill
workandkeephispropertydamp
ifflamesagainlickhisdoorstep.

Hesaidthedangerthissum-
merwouldcomefromgrassfires
insteadofforestandwhetheran

areahadbeencontrolledburned
didnotentirelyeliminatetherisk
ofbushfire.

“The area covered by the
Cobargofirehadbeenextensively
controlburned intheyearspre-
cedingit,”hesaid.

“InthewordsofthemanagerI
spoketoaboutit,it‘madebugger
alldifference’.

“Nowit(controlburning)does
makeadifference.Commonsense
tells you if you reduce the fuel
you’ll have less intensity. But at
those scales the intensity is still
murderous, and if you think
you’resafe–you’renot.”

About 847 houses were lost

acrosstheBegaValleyandEuro-
bodalla shires during the Black
Summer bushfires in 2019 and
2020 and there are fears NSW
isn’tpreparedforthecomingsum-
mer after heavy rains thwarted
hazardreductionefforts.

A NSW Rural Fire Service
spokesmansaidfireagenciesand
landmanagershadconducted43
hazardreductionburnsandtreat-
ed6773hectaresintheBegaVal-
ley and Eurobodalla shires,
focusingonareasthatdidn’tburn
duringthe2019and2020season.

Since2020,retireesandwork-
ersfromthecities,mainlyCanber-
raandSydney,havefloodedthe

southcoastalongwithnewagein-
fluencerspricedoutofthehipster
meccaofByronBay.

Localswhowitnessedthesav-
ageryofthe2019and2020fires
areuneasyabouthowill-prepared
theirnewneighboursareforthe
comingsummerandtherealityof
defendingtheirproperties.

ANSWRFSspokesmansaid
it remained the responsibility of
landholderstoprepareandreduce
fuelloadsontheirproperties.“Itis
every landholder’s responsibility
tomanagethebushfirehazards
ontheirproperty,”hesaid.

Authoritiesarenotexpectinga
repeatofthe2019and2020fire

seasonandtheriskthissummer
lies in thebuild-upof fine fuels,
suchasgrass,insteadoftrees.

UptheroadfromMrLeaverin
Coolagolite, Mr Concannon has
been preparing his property for
the looming fire season, cutting
andburningawayatangleofgrass
andvines.

“It’shardworkandthere’snot
peopletodoitforyou,”hesaid.

NSW Emergency Services
MinisterJihadDibsaidpreparing
forthefireseasonwasaresponsi-
bility shared by all community
members and it was important
residentsinbushfire-proneareas
startedpreparingnow.

act now: residents told to prepare for fire season
eXClusiVe

rEMy VarGa
nsW reporter

Jon Concannon 
has cut back the 
bushfire fuel at 
his property in 
Coolagolite in 
southern NSW; 
retired forester 
Bruce Leaver 
prepares his 
nearby property, 
left; fire surrounds 
Mr Concannon’s 
home on New 
Year’s Eve in 2019

ben marden, 

Jon concannon

Queensland’s former chief
scientisthaswarnedakeyreport
investigating land clearing rates
acrossthestateis“outdated”be-
cause Annastacia Palaszczuk’s
governmenthas saton its find-
ingsalmostayear.

A scientific panel, appointed
by the Palaszczuk government,
hasbeenprobingwhy680,000ha
offorestwereclearedinQueens-
landin2018-19–doublethepre-
vious year’s total – despite
controversial vegetation man-
agementlaws.

Thepanelof10expertsexam-
inedthefactorsbehindcontinued
deforestationintheGreatBarrier
Reefcatchmentareaandincen-
tivestohelpavoidfutureclearing.

Key findings were given to
PalaszczukgovernmentinOcto-
ber2022,anda final reportde-
liveredatthestartoftheyear,but
ithasnotbeenmadepublic.

Former Queensland chief
scientistHughPossingham,who
servedintheroleuntil2022,said
the report’s findings should be
madepublicassoonaspossible.

“WestartedthereportinApril
lastyear,webriefed(formerenvi-
ronment minister Meaghan)
ScanloninOctoberlastyear…so
the government was fully in-
formedbyOctoberlastyear,”he
said.

“Weissuedthefinalreportin
Januarythisyearandbriefedthe
newministeraboutamonthago.

“Everymonththatpasses,the
reportismoreoutofdate.”

DrPossinghamsaidtreeclear-
ing continues to pose a risk to
Australia’s delicate ecosystem
andmarinelife,withthedestruc-
tionofhabitattheprimarycause
ofextinctions.

“Thisgovernmenthasinvest-
edalotofmoney,stateandfed-
eral, into trying to reduce land
clearing. Stopping land clearing
in the reef catchments will not
necessarilysavetheGreatBarrier
Reef,butit’sonethingwecanac-
tuallydo,”hesaid.

“The Great Barrier Reef is
double, you’re losing out twice,
you’redestroyinghabitatforbio-
diversity,butyou’realsohaving
animpactontheecosystemthat
ishundredsofkilometresaway.”

TheAustralianonMondayre-
vealedclearingrates in thereef
catchment are continuing at a
steady rate. The state’s latest
monitoringreportshowed47per
centofallthestate’sclearinghap-
penedwithinthereefcatchment
areain2021.

Dr Possingham consulted
with 40 other organisations
across theagricultural, environ-
ment, resources and infrastruc-
turesectors.

Satellite data made available
tothepanelshowedclearingrates
haveremainedflat.

“Ithasbeenfairlyflatandin
thelasttwoyearsit’sgonedowna
bit,butnotalot,”DrPossingham
said. “Those land clearing rates
areunacceptablyhighbecauseof
thehugeimpacttheyhaveonbio-
diversity,theGreatBarrierReef
andcarbonintotheatmosphere.
So, increasing greenhouse gas
emissions and sediments going
rightintotheGreatBarrierReef.”

The expert panel consulted
withFirstNations,localcouncils
and natural resources manage-
ment groups to understand the
stakeholder perspectives and
gainanunderstanding for solu-
tionstoreducelandclearing.

Queensland Conservation
CouncilnaturecampaignerNa-
talie Frost backed calls for the
panel’sreporttobereleased.

A state government spokes-
mansaidthereportwasstillbeing
consideredand“willbepublicly
releasedinduecourse”.

key land-clearing 
report ‘out of date’ 
eXClusiVe

Tayla couacaud

‘Westartedthe
report inApril last
year…the
governmentwas
fully informedby
Octoberlastyear’

hugh possingham
former chief scientist

Amanontherunforfiveyears
hasbeenarrestedatMelbourne
Airport.

OmerTok,46,wasarrested
disembarking a flight from
Doha,Qatar,onSaturdayafter
allegedlyspendingtimeinTur-
key,Greece,andBulgaria.

PoliceallegehefledAustralia
usingafalsepassportfiveyears
agowhileontrialoveraplotto
import186kgofcocainein2017.

ThatplotwasfoiledbyOper-
ationBaradaandresultedinthe
arrestof16men.

Australian Federal Police
detective superintendent Jason
McArthursaidthe2017seizure
hadbeensignificant.

“Theseizureofthe186kgof
cocainein2017preventedthose
millionsofdollarsofdrugprofit
fromflowingbackintoatransac-
tionalcriminalsyndicatetofund
otherillegalventures,”hesaid.

“The AFP is also working
closelywithourlawenforcement
partnersaroundtheworldtotrack
downandbringtojusticeanyone
involvedinthisharmfulcrime.”

Mr Tok was charged with
seven offences including at-
temptingtoimportcocaine,dis-
honestlyobtaininganAustralian
travel document, failing to ap-
pearincourtandpossessionofa
tabletpress.Theremainingchar-
gesrelatetotraveldocuments.

Victoria Police detective
superintendent Dave Cowan
saidpeopleoverseasshouldcon-
siderMrTok’sarrestawarning.

“Wedonotforgetandwedo
notgiveup.VictoriaPolicewill
continue to work relentlessly
withourpartnerstoensureany-
oneinvolvedinthiscriminalityis
broughttojusticenomatterhow
muchtimehaspassed,”hesaid.

Mr Tok faced Melbourne
Magistrates Court on Monday
andwillnextappearonNovem-
ber27.

fugitive nabbed after 
five years on the run
Harry Brill

statue receives stay of execution

Thefirsttopplingofastatueofan
Australianpremierisonholdat
leastuntilearlynextyear,withthe
lodgement of a legal challenge
backedbyadescendant.

Hobart City Council’s plan-
ningcommitteelastmonthvoted
toapprovethecouncil’sownde-
velopmentapplicationtoremove
the statue of William Crowther
fromFranklinSquare.

Crowther,asurgeonnotedfor
hisworkforthepoorbutalsoasa
bone-hunter,wasaccusedin1869
ofremovingandstealingtheskull
fromthecorpseofAboriginalman
WilliamLanne–aclaimhedenied.

FormeraldermanJeffBriscoe
on Monday lodged a planning
tribunalappeal,alongwithheri-
tageexpertChrisMerridewand
Anne Burleigh, a Crowther
descendantbymarriage.

“It’sanappallingheritagedeci-
sion,outrageous,really,”MrBris-

coesaid.“Inthe28yearsIwason
council,wewouldneverhave, I
believe,acceptedthatremovalon
heritagegrounds.

“It’s very political. So we are
going to argue on heritage
groundsandwehaveverygood
groundsaboutremovingthestat-
uefromtheplinthandremovingit
fromwhereit’sbeenfor130years.

“There’salsothefactthatitwas
placedthereclosetothebuilding
whereCrowtherusedtowork,and
itwasfundedbydonationsfrom
ordinarypeopleinHobart.”

Mr Briscoe expected the
appeal–supportedbyaGoFund-
Mecampaign–wouldcallanum-
berofexpertwitnesses.

Whileadirectionshearingand
mediation could occur in the
short-term,heunderstooda full
hearing before the planning tri-
bunal would not be possible
beforenextyear.

RemovalofCrowther’sstatue,
erectedin1889“byagratefulpub-
lic,andsincerepersonalfriends”,is
partofaglobalpushtoremovestat-
uesofcontroversialhistoricfigures.

Mrs Burleigh said the Crow-

therstatuewasa“fantasticpiece
ofart”andwasararecaseofsuch
amemorialbeingerectedbypub-
licsubscription.

“Dr Crowther’s introduction
anduseofthenewlydiscovered
ether and chloroform in opera-
tionswouldhavebenefitedTas-
maniaasawhole,”shesaid.

“The poor were given free
medicalconsultationsandopera-
tions–many,manycitizensben-
efitedfromhisministrations.And
nowsomewishtohavehisstatue
removed–amanwhowasinstru-
mentalinshapingthenewworld.

“Removalofhisstatueisades-
picablewantonactandhasaffec-
ted many citizens, friends,
colleaguesandbeneficiaries,plus
relatives who are living now. I
knowofmanywhoareangered
andbewildered.”

However,supportersofthestat-
ue’s downfall, including the Tas-
manianAboriginalCentre, argue
thereislittledoubtthatCrowther
was involved in theLannemuti-
lationandhisstatueisaconstant,
painfulreminderoftheabusessuf-
feredbyIndigenouspeople.

eXClusiVe

MaTTHEW dENHolM
tasmania correspondent

greens to help usher in family law reforms
pendentsenatorLidiaThorpe,the
Jacqui Lambie Network and the
Greens.

Thelegislationremovesapro-
visionthatdirectsacourttoapply
thepresumption that it is in the
bestinterestsofachildforthepar-
entstohaveequalsharedrespon-
sibilities.

Domestic violence advocates
have welcomed the proposed
changes, saying they are long
overduetostopperpetratorsusing
thefamilylawsystemandparent-
ingarrangementstoprolongcon-

flict and coercive control over
shared decision-making. But the
bill has been criticised by some
legal experts, who warn the
amendmentsmay takeAustralia
backtoatimewhenmotherswere
grantedprimacyincourtbattles.

A spokesman for Attorney-
GeneralMarkDreyfussaidthere-
forms would “better assist
Australian families in the family
law system and ensure the best
interestsofchildrenarethefocus
of decision-making, both inside
andoutsidethecourt”.

A major 2019 inquiry by the
AustralianLawReformCommis-
siondidnotrecommendremoval
ofthepresumptionofsharedre-

sponsibilities but proposed the
clauseberewordedtoallow“joint
decision-making about major
long-termissues”.

Oppositionlegalaffairsspokes-
womanMichaeliaCashtoldThe
Australian the bill contained
majorflawsandcouldhavesignifi-
cantunintendedconsequenceson
families, including adding costs
anddelaysinseparations.

Senator Cash said the oppo-
sition would consider amend-
mentsoverthecomingweeks.

“Inmanycasesthechangesgo

much further than was recom-
mended,orhavesignificantunin-
tended consequences,” Senator
Cashsaid.

“The committee process has
shown many of Labor’s changes
arepoorly thought through,and
couldaddcostsanddelayforfam-
iliesgoingthroughoneofthemost
difficultpartsoftheirlives.”

Greens Senate leader Larissa
Waterswelcomedthereformsbut
saidthepartywouldcontinueto
advocate for more funding for
domesticviolenceservices.

“Whilethesereformsarewel-
come, without more funding to
courts and frontline family and
domesticviolenceservices,delays,
unequal representation and lack
of support will continue to put
womenandchildrenatrisk,”Sen-
atorWaterssaid.

“IftheAttorney-Generalwants
thesereformstowork,hisgovern-
mentneedstostumpupthefund-
ingforthemtodoso.”

A spokesman for Senator
Thorpe said the bill introduced
some “much-needed changes”

and had been welcomed by the
sector. “Senator Thorpe will be
supportingthebillbutisproposing
amendments to further increase
theconsiderationofthesafetyof
the child as per concerns ex-
pressed by women’s legal servi-
ces,”hesaid.

Tasmanian senator Tammy
Tyrrellsaidshewashappywiththe
bill,whichputthefocusbackon
whatwasbestforchildren.

“There’s been a couple of re-
viewsthathaveallrecommended
thesechanges,”shesaid.

eXClusiVe

JESS MalcolM

‘(Thereformswill)
ensurethebest
interestsof
childrenarethe
focusofdecision-
making’

spokesman for attorney-
general mark dreyfus
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view 
the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback via 
the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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New evidence has emerged that
the growing incidence of type 2
diabetes in children is a nation-
widetrend,withpaediatricendo-
crinologists in western Sydney
revealing they are also treating
children with the disease and
speakingoftheirfearsofthedev-
astating complications that lie
aheadfortheirpatients.

DoctorsinnorthernAustralia
thisweekissuedanurgentpleafor
nationalinterventiontostemthe

Fears for future of young diabetes patients 
risingtideoftype2diabetesdiag-
nosesinchildrenandyoungpeo-
ple,warningpatientsaresuffering
heartattacksasyoungas25and
someareexpectedtoreachend-
stagerenalfailurebytheageof30.

DoctorsatCampbelltownHos-
pital inwesternSydneyhavere-
vealed they are also treating
numerouspatientswithtype2dia-
betesagedundertheageof18,and
that paediatric clinics are not
fundedorresourcedadequately.

Itisasimilarstorywithadult
clinics,withaseverelackofpublic
multidisciplinaryservicesforpeo-
plelivingwithobesityanddiabetes

whoareunabletoaccesspharma-
cotherapiesandhaveverylimited
accesstopubliclyfundedbariatric
surgery.

The medics have called for a
national database to be estab-
lishedtohelpdeterminethetrue
proportionsoftherisingtrendof
type2diabetes.

LisaAmato,apediatricendo-
crinologistatCampbelltownHos-
pital,toldafederalparliamentary
committee inquiry into diabetes
onMondaythatpatientsunder18
wereincreasinglybeingdiagnosed
with type 2 diabetes in western
Sydney.

It comes on the back of evi-
dence presented by clinicians in
theNorthernTerritoryandWest-
ern Australia of an “exponential
trend”ofincreaseinthediseasein
young people on a scale never
beenseenbeforeanywhereinthe
world.

Pediatric endocrinologists in
Darwinhavereportedtheirlistof
patientswithtype2diabeteshas
increased20-foldinthepastfive
years to over 100 children, with
children as young as four being
diagnosed.

The increasing prevalence is
beingdriveninparticularbyhigh

rates of gestational diabetes. Dr
Amato saidwesternSydneywas
alsoseeingsuchatrend.

“We’reseeing increasing inci-
denceofdiagnosesatayounger
age,”shetoldthediabetesinquiry
hearing. “We’re probably not
screeningappropriatelysothere’s
probablyalotofyoungpeoplewho
wearenotpickingupearly.

“Complications of type 2 dia-
betesonaveragewilloccur15to20
yearsafterdiagnosis.Sowe’retalk-
ingabouta15-year-oldwhomight
beneedingdialysiswhenthey’rein
theirearly30s.”

Western and southwestern

Sydney are among diabetes epi-
centres in NSW, with very high
rates of diabetes incidence and
complications.Yetthereisasevere
shortageofmultidisciplinarycare
services for people with obesity,
whichisoneofthemajorcausesof
type2diabetes.

EndocrinologistKathrynWill-
iams, the clinical lead and man-
ager for the Nepean Family
MetabolicHealthService,oneof
the only such multidisciplinary
public tertiary services, told the
hearingthathealthcareforpeople
withobesitywasessentiallya“user
pays”system.

Despite many of the clinic’s
patients being housebound with
BMIsof50andevenashighas80,
or struggling towalk20mdown
thecorridoratthehospital,only15
publicbariatricproceduresayear
were available. And access to
GLP-1agonistssuchasOzempic
wasextremelylimitedevenforse-
verely obese patients, despite
wealthierpopulationsaccessingit
fairlyreadily.

“I have only 14 patients ap-
proved for (pharmacotherapy)
treatmentcurrently,”DrWilliams
said. “We’re desperately waiting
forthemedicationstobeavailable

forourpatientsonthePBS.This
groupofpatientsissickandhavea
verylowqualityoflife.

“Increasingly effective thera-
piesforobesitybecomeavailable
ona‘userpays’basis,withthemost
atriskforobesityanditscomplica-
tionshavingtheleastaccess.”

Type2diabetesaffects1.5mil-
lionAustraliansandisstronglyre-
latedtohighratesofoverweight
andobesity.Oneinthreeadultsin
theNTnowhastype2diabetes.

The disease contributes to
aroundonein10hospitaladmis-
sionsnationally,andfarmorein
diabeteshotspots.

naTasHa roBInson 
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Where there is smoke, there shall no longer be fires

The world’s biggest Indigenous
firesprogramhasalreadyhelped
mitigate major blazes across
northern and central Australia,
aheadofwhatisshapingasapar-
ticularlyseverefireseason.

More than 600 Indigenous
participantsacross25Aboriginal
desertrangerteamshavetogether
carried out controlled burns of
morethan2.3millionhectaresof
spinifexgrasslandoverthepast18
months, across an area of more
thanfourtimesthesizeofBritain.

Theprogram,co-ordinatedby
theIndigenousDesertAlliance,is
believed to be the biggest of its
kindanywhereintheworld.

The fires,whichhaveburned
during the cooler northern
months, aim to develop mosaic
burn patterns across remote
stretchesofdesertinareplication
of the Indigenous burn patterns 
usedacrossmuchofAustraliafor
thousands of years. The smaller
firesaredesignedtodeliverbiodi-
versity benefits, reduce the
amountofavailablefuelandcre-
atefirebreaksforlarger,uncon-
trolled fires that can sweep
throughduringthehottermonths.

There are already signs the

program is working. A massive
150km-longbushfireragedtothe
eastofTennantCreeklastweekin
anareathathadnotbeenactively
managed by any ranger groups,
whilefiresthatstartedaroundthe
same time in nearby areas that
werepartofthefireprogramdid
nottakehold.

Thecompletionoftheprogram
is particularly timely, given the
forecastfortheupcomingfiresea-
son.Thespringbushfireoutlook
recentlyreleasedbytheNational
Council forFireandEmergency
Services said more than three-
quartersoftheNorthernTerritory
wasatanincreasedriskoffire.

Boyd Elston, a regional land

managementco-ordinatoratthe
Central Land Council and co-
chairoftheIndigenousDesertAl-
liance, told The Australian that
thecontrolledburnsunderthelat-
estprogramwerealreadyhavinga
clearimpact.

“Bylookingatthemappingwe
usetotrackfires,youcanseethat
thesefireshaverunintothescars
thathavebeencreatedbythispro-
ject. They are acting as speed
bumpstostopthefirefromgetting
out of control and burning
throughthewholedesert,”hesaid.

While many ranger groups
havecarriedoutcontrolledburns
inthepast,theyhavelargelybeen
restrictedtoeasy-to-accessareas.

The Indigenous Desert Alliance
hasuseda $3m federal grant to
helpdifferentrangergroupstravel
byhelicopterandplanetogetinto
deepercountrythatwasotherwise
largelyinaccessible.

“To get the scale of burning
thatwe’vebeenabletogetdone
hasbeengreat,”MrElstonsaid.

Theburnprogramaimstoim-
provebiodiversity by ensuring a
mix of old and new vegetation
acrossthedeserts.

Many native species thrive
where there is a mix of grasses,
flowers and seeds from new
growth and shelter from old
growth, but large-scale uncon-
trolledfirescanruinthatbalance.

Gareth Catt, the desert part-
nershipsmanagerattheIndigen-
ous Desert Alliance, said many
native species had disappeared
fromareaswhereculturalburning
practiceshadstopped.

“Areas that are consumed by
very large fires, the intensity of
thatcanbeenoughtodegradethe
seed bank completely and burn
through the old growth hollow-
bearing trees,whicharea really
importantshelterforwildlife,”he
said.“Ithasaverydestructiveef-
fectbroadlyacrossthelandscapeif
fireisallowedtorununchecked.

“Bymakingachoiceaboutput-
tingfireintothelandscapeanddi-
versifying the landscape, you

increase the diversity but also
bufferandmitigateagainsttheim-
pactofbroadscalewildfire.”

Mr Catt said he hoped early
signs of the program’s benefits
wouldhelpattractmorefunding
tokeepitrunning.“We’rehopeful
wecangetsomegrantfundingin
butatthisstagethere’snosingle
commitmenttocontinuethispro-
gramatabroadscale,”hesaid.

“Without that ongoing en-
gagementwiththelandscapeand
stewardshipofcountryfromIndi-
genousrangers,wewillseethere-
turn of some of the largest
wildfires in theworldacross the
desertthat…haveahugeimpact
onnaturalandculturalvalues.”

exCluSIVe

paul garvey

Cool fire burning on Ngurrara Country, left, and on Haasts Bluff land above; Ngurrara ranger Justin Andrews, below right; 
Ngurrara rangers Regina Thirkall and Sumayah Surprise flank Hannah Cliff from the Indigenous Desert Alliance

erty(IP);inpartasthereisalotof
talk in the world and very little
action. Less talk, more action is
whatisrequired.”

Mr Lennox appeared on the
NSWsouthcoastintheaftermath
of the Black Summer bushfires
selling prefabricated bushfire re-
sistant homes in the Bega and
Eurobodallashirestopeoplewho
hadjustlosteverythinginthecata-
strophicfiresof2019and2020.

Hethendisappearedandchar-
ityAnglicareiscurrentlyassisting
31peoplewhocollectivelyclaimto
havegivenAtomic6$1.65m,some
ofwhomarelivingintemporary
accommodationsuchasshedsand
shippingcontainers.

Mr Lennox was living in a
warehouseinMoruya,nearBate-
mansBay,aroundthetimehedis-
appearedfromthesouthcoast.

BeforejoiningCranium,hewas
brieflyinvolvedwithacryptocur-
rencystart-upinPerthinWA.

MrLennoxsoldthecryptofirm
Phaeton Networks, a “Modular
Off-grid Data Centre”, for
$150,000andarrangedforittobe
trucked from the Moruya ware-

house to Perth. Sources close to
themattersaidthedatacentrewas
glued together and probably
worthabout$10,000.Phaetonhas
beenunabletoreachMrLennox.

APhaetonpressreleaseissued
onJanuary9 in2022 includesa
photoofMrLennoxinfrontofthe
data centre, which is tiled with
solarpanelsandhaswindturbines
fixedtotheroof.

“Thistypeofdatacentrecanbe
deployed in any remote or
regionallocation,idealfordisaster
reliefandmilitaryrequirements,”
thepressreleasereads.

Cranium is selling solar
wrapped modular pods that are
similarinappearancetothedata
centre Mr Lennox sold Phaeton
and the prefabricated homes he
soldAtomic6clients.

According to the company’s
website,theCraniumpodscanbe
usedforaccommodation,housing,
data centres, rapidly deployable
command centres, mining camp
offices, medical facilities, aqua-
ponicsandtreatingdrinkingand
wastewater.

“Governmentshaveanincred-

ibly hard challenge of providing
betterlivingconditionsandsolu-
tions to their entire nation,” the
websitereads.

“The cities are easy, as they
already have the required infra-
structure; however, outside the
cityisamajorresourceissue.

“Cranium have the solutions
for these governmental chal-
lenges.AtCranium,weengageall
regionsofthebraintobringworld-
changingholisticoutcomes.”

Craniumhasaddresses in the
Philippines, Papua New Guinea,
SingaporeandBrisbane.

At theBrisbaneaddress is an
AustraliaPostofficeandasecurity
guard told The Australian the
suitenumberlistedonCranium’s
websitedidnotexist.

TheAustraliandidnotseeany
signagerelatingtoCraniumorany
signthecompanyhasanofficein
thebuilding.

Atomic6wentintoliquidation
last July over a $36,000 unpaid
debt toengineering firmStantec
forworkperformedonthehouses
for the Black Saturday bushfire
victims.

Twostudentshavebeenstabbedat
the Australian National Univer-
sity campus in what appears to
havebeenarandomattack.

ACTPolicingandACTAmbu-
lance Service were called to the
ANUfollowingreportsofastab-
bingabout2.45pmonMonday.

Two 20-year-old female stu-

Two female students stabbed in random attack on campus
dentsweretakentohospitalwith
stabwounds.One is inacritical
condition and one is in a stable
condition.

A34year-oldmanwasassault-
edandsufferedminorinjuries.

A24-year-oldman,whoisnot
believedtobeastudentattheuni-
versity,wasreportedlytaseredon
sceneand taken intopolice cus-
tody.Hehasnotyetbeencharged.

“Nospecificmotivefortheinci-

dent has been identified,” ACT
PolicesaidinastatementonMon-
dayafternoon.

Theincidentisbelievedtohave
occurredonFellowsOvalonthe
Actoncampus.

ANU students recently re-
turned frommid-semester break
andtheovalwasrelativelybusyat
the time, The Australian under-
stands.

ANU vice-chancellor Brian

Schmidtnotified theANUcom-
munityoftheincidentinanemail.

“Letmestartbyassuringevery-
onethesituationisundercontrol.
Onepersonisnowincustodyin
connection with this incident,”
ProfessorSchmidtwrote.

“Threepeoplewereinjuredand
takentohospitalandourthoughts
arewiththeirfriendsandfamilies.

“Iwouldliketoexpressmysin-
cere gratitude for the swift and

efficientresponsefromACTPo-
licing, ACT Ambulance Service
andourownANUsecurityteam.

“Iunderstandthisincidentmay
havecauseddistressamongmem-
bersofourcommunityandIwant
toremindyouthatsupportisavail-
able.Intimeslikethese,itisessen-
tialwe supportoneanotherand
stayconnectedasacommunity.”

Studentswere being asked to
avoidtheareaonMondaynight.

Joanna panagopoulos

Anunlicensedpropertyentrepre-
neurwhovanishedafterpocketing
theinsurancepayoutsofvictimsof
the Black Summer bushfires is
nowinvolvedwithacompanythat
isattemptingtosellcriticalinfra-
structuretodevelopingnations.

TheAustraliancanrevealthat
Atomic6founderAndrewLenn-
ox,whoowesmoneyinVictoria,
NSWandWesternAustralia,isat
Cranium Technology, a start-up
that claims to have developed
equipmentrelatingtoaquaponics
and foodsecurity,medical facili-
ties, off-grid accommodation,
waterandwastewatertreatments.

“At Cranium, we engage all
regionsofthebraintobringworld-
changing holistic outcomes,” the
company’swebsiteclaims.

“Wedonotpubliclydiscussor
promoteourproductsortechno-
logy. This in part is due to our
InnovationandIntellectualProp-

accused bushfires developer surfaces again
exCluSIVe
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RayHadleyhasbeenremoved
from Brisbane’s airwaves after
eightyears,inthelatestshakeup
ofNineRadio’slineup.

He has been replaced by
weekends host Bill McDonald
whomovedintothecovetedrole
onMonday.

Hadley,nowonratingsbreak,
didnotmentionthechangelast
week.

TheAustralian’sMediaDiary
foreshadowed the change in
MayafterHadleysignedafresh
$3mdealtostickwithNineuntil
theendof2026. Itwasunder-
stoodatthetimethatHadley’s
Sydney-basedshowwouldcon-
tinuetobesyndicatedinto4BC
untiltheendoftheyear.

“EightyearsagoRayadded
4BCtohislargelistofnetwork
stations and has made a huge
impact in Brisbane and across
Queensland. We’re delighted
Raywillstillbeheardacrossthe
Brisbane airwaves during the
ContinuousCallTeam,Stateof
Origin,NRLFinalsandthe2024
Paris Olympic Games,” 4BC
content director Max Dudley
saidonMonday.

Inthemostrecentradiorat-
ingslastmonth,Hadleywasthe
topratedshowon4BC–despite
therolloutofthenewmethod-
ologysystemthathecriticised–
withmorethan7percentofthe
audienceandaddedmorelisten-
ers. He was also one of the
strongesthostsinBrisbaneinthe
newratingssystemthatcaptures
listenersstreamingdata.

Monday’s sudden lineup
change is apart of Nine’s push
toward a “live and local”
approachtocontent.

“4BC is now the only Bris-
baneradiostationwithliveand
localprogrammingfrom5.30am
to7pm,fivedaysaweek,”aNine
spokeswomansaidonMonday.

McDonaldhasmorethan35
yearsexperience inthemarket
andonairacrossbreakingnews
and sport, winning a Clarion
Award for his coverage of the
2008Gapfloods.

Hehasalsocalledanumber
ofCommonwealthandOlympic
Games.

Dudley said McDonald was
theidealcandidateforthemorn-
ings slot as the station looked
towardupcominglocalevents.

“It’sabigyearaheadforBris-
banewithcouncilandstateelec-
tions,nottomentiontheongoing
build towards the 2032 Games,
and I have no doubt Bill will
championtheissuesthatmatter
mosttoourlisteners,”hesaid.

Hadley 
loses his 
voice in 
Brisbane
Jenna Clarke

‘Eightyearsago
Rayadded4BCto
his largelistof
networkstations
andhasmadea
hugeimpact in
Brisbaneand
acrossQueensland’

max dudley
4bC COntent direCtOr
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view 
the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback via 
the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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rome: SicilianmafiabossMatteo
Messina Denaro, captured in
January after three decades on
the run, has died in hospital in
centralItaly.

The61-year-oldhadcoloncan-
cer,forwhichhehadsoughttreat-
mentwhileontherun–adecision
thatbroughthimtotheattention
of the authorities, who arrested
himataclinicinPalermo.

Messina Denaro was one of
themostruthlessbossesinCosa
Nostra,thereal-lifeSiciliancrime
syndicate depicted in the God-
fathermovies.Hewasconvicted
by thecourtsof involvement in
the murder of anti-Mafia judge
GiovanniFalconein1992andin
deadlybombingsinRome,Flor-
enceandMilanin1993.

One of his six life sentences
wasalsohandeddownforthekid-
nappingandsubsequentmurder
ofthe12-year-oldsonofawitness
intheFalconecase.

MessinaDenarodisappeared
inthesummerof1993,andspent
thenext30yearsontherunasthe
Italianstatecrackeddownonthe
Sicilianmob.Butheremainedthe
topnameonItaly’smost-wanted
list and, increasingly became a
figureoflegend.

Ina stunningswoop,hewas
arrestedonJanuary16ashevisi-
tedahealthclinicwherehewas
beingtreatedusingafakeident-
ity. He was detained in a high-
security jail in L’Aquila, central
Italy,wherehecontinuedtreat-
mentforhiscancerinhiscell.

In August, Messina Denaro
wasmovedtotheinmates’wardof
thelocalhospital,wherehiscondi-
tionhaddeclinedinrecentdays.
At the weekend, media reports

said he was in an “irreversible
coma”.Medicshadstoppedfeed-
inghimandhehadaskednottobe
resuscitated,theyadded.

Hisarrestmayhavebrought
somereliefforhisvictims,butthe
mobbossalwaysmaintainedhis
silence.Ininterviewsincustody
since being arrested, Messina
Denaro even denied he was a
memberoftheCosaNostra.

After Messina Denaro went
on the run, there was intense
speculation that he had gone
abroad–andhelikelydid.Butin
the end, he was found to have
beenstayingnearhishometown
ofCastelvetranoinwesternSicily.

Investigatorshadbeencomb-
ing the Sicilian countryside for
Messina Denaro for years,
searchingforhideoutsandwire-
tapping members of his family
andhisfriends.Theywereheard
discussingthemedicalproblems
ofanunnamedpersonwhosuf-
feredfromcancer,aswellaseye
problems–apersonwhodetect-
ives became sure was Messina
Denaro. They used a national
healthsystemdatabasetosearch
formalepatientsoftherightage
andmedicalhistory,andeventu-
allyclosedin.

AFp

Cancer gets killer Sicilian 
mafia boss in the end

Messina Denaro

Aftera146-daystrikethateffec-
tively shut down Hollywood, a
“tentative”dealhasbeenreached
between striking screenwriters
andmajorentertainmentstudios.

TheWritersGuildofAmerica
announcedonMondaythatafter
fiveconsecutivedaysofnegotia-
tionsithadreachedadealona
new,three-yearcontractwithen-
tertainmentcompanies.

“Wecansay,withgreatpride,
thatthisdealisexceptional–with
meaningfulgainsandprotections
forwritersineverysectorofthe
membership,”theWGA’snego-
tiatingcommitteesaidinanemail
tomembersonMonday.

Thestrikewillstillbeineffect
until the contract is ratified. In
comingdays,guildmemberswill
vote on whether to accept the
deal, which includes much of
what they had demanded from
studios,includingincreasedroy-
altypaymentsforstreamingcon-
tent and guarantees the use of
generative AI in content pro-
ductionwillnotimpingeonwrit-
ers’compensation.

“Tobeclear,nooneistore-
turn to work until specifically
authorisedtobytheguild.Weare
still on strike until then,” the
messagetomembersstated.

Writers union leaders told
membersallpicketingwouldnow
besuspended.

Around11,500membersofthe
writersguildwalkedoffthejobon
May2,overissuesofpay,mini-
mumstaffinginwriters’roomsfor
televisionandconcernsoverthe
useofartificialintelligenceinthe
creationofscripts.

Theproposeddealcomesafter
talksresumedlastWednesdayfor
thefirsttimeinmonths.

TopHollywoodexecutives,in-
cluding Bob Iger of Disney,
DonnaLangleyofUniversalPic-
tures, David Zaslav of Warner
BrosDiscoveryandTedSarandos
of Netflix, were reportedly in-

volved, joining the Alliance of
Motion Picture and Television
Producers, which negotiates on
behalfofentertainmentcompan-
ies.

Detailsofthecontractagree-
mentwillnotbereleased“until
the last ‘i’ is dotted”, the WGA
said. The writers have been on
strike for 146 days. The longest
writers’ strike was 153 days in
1988.

Thisdoesnotsignalafullre-
turnforHollwood.SAG-AFTRA,
theunionrepresentingmorethan
150,000actors,whojoinedwrit-
ersonpicketlinesonJuly14,is
strikingseparately.Itmarkedthe
first timethewritersandactors
guildshadbeenonstriketogether
since1960.

Therearenotalksscheduled
betweentheactorsunionandthe
studios. As it stands, the only
shows that could resume pro-
ductionarethosewithoutactors,
suchastalkshows.

Inastatement,SAG-AFTRA
wrote that it “congratulates the
WGA on reaching a tentative
agreementwiththeAMPTPafter
146 days of incredible strength,
resiliency and solidarity on the
picket lines.Whilewe look for-
wardtoreviewingtheWGAand
AMPTP’s tentative agreement,
weremaincommittedtoachiev-
ing thenecessary terms forour
members”.

Several multimillion-dollar
filmandTVproductionsinAus-
traliawereadverselyimpactedby
thestrikes.AppleTV+’sMetrop-
olis, a reimagining of the 1927
Fritz Lang film, and one of the
largestproductionseverplanned
forAustraliaat$188m,wascan-
celledinJune.

Other casualties included
Universal’sApplesNeverFall,a
seriesadaptationofLianeMori-
arty’s novel starring Annette
BeningandSamNeill.Itstopped
filminginJuly,whentheactors’
strike commenced. Production
onmartialartsfilmMortalKom-
bat2,ontheGoldCoast,wasalso
delayed.

Hollywood writers 
in deal to end strike
geordie gray
entertainment reporter

Tripoli: Libya’sprosecutorgen-
eralonMondayorderedthear-
restofeightofficialsaspartofhis
inquiryintoaflooddisasterwhich
killedthousands,hisofficesaid.

Theofficialsaresuspectedof
“bad management” and negli-
gence,astatementfromthepros-
ecutor general’s office said,
adding that the officials served
currentlyorpreviouslyinoffices
responsible for water resources
anddammanagement.

Atotalof3845peoplearenow
confirmed to have died in the
floodthatdevastatedtheportcity
ofDernaonthenightofSeptem-
ber 10-11. Mohamed Eljarh, a
spokesmanforthereliefcommit-
tee set up by the authorities in
easternLibya,saidthefigurein-

cluded only those whose burial
hadbeenrecordedbythehealth
ministry,soitis“expectedtorise
everydayunfortunately”.Bodies
buriedbyresidentsinthefirstfew
daysafterthedisasterstruckhad
notbeenincluded,hesaid.

Officials were working with
thecommunitytocompilealistof
unrecorded burials as well as a
registerofthemissing,whointer-
national aid organisations say
maynumber10,000ormore.

Manyofthedeadarebelieved
to have been swept out to sea,
fromwheretheirbodiesarestill
washing ashore. Others are
thoughttobeburiedbeneaththe
debristhatcarpetswholeneigh-
bourhoodsofDerna.

AFp

libya orders arrests over flood

Aussie mps meet Taiwan leaders

AbipartisangroupofAustralian
politicianshasarrived inTaipei
for meetings with Taiwanese
PresidentTsaiIng-wenandher
topofficialsamidwarningsfrom
Taiwan’sDefenceMinister that
China’s ongoing military drills
risked“gettingoutofhand”.

Labor MP Josh Wilson, a
member of the parliamentary
joint committee on intelligence
andsecurity,andCoalitionfront-
bencherPaulFletcherare lead-
ingtheeight-memberAustralian
delegation,whichbeganitsfour-
daytriponMonday.

“This visit of cross-party
heavyweightparliamentariansto
Taiwan shows their support,”
said a spokesman for Taiwan’s
MinistryofForeignAffairs.

The Taiwan trip – only the
secondbyagroupofsittingAus-
tralian politicians since 2019 –
comes after Taipei expressed
concernovertheweekendabout
the People’s Liberation Army’s
activities.DefenceMinisterChiu
Kuo-cheng warned the PLA’s
manoeuvringrisked“gettingout
ofhand”.

Taipei and its security part-
ners are closely monitoring a
roundofChinesemilitaryexer-
cises at a bay area in coastal
FujianProvince.Theyfollowthe
swarming by unprecedented
numbersofPLAairforcefighters,
drones and bombers in recent
weeks,andtheoperationofPLA
navywarshipsand Chineseair-
craftcarrierShandonginwaters
aroundTaiwan.

The eight Australian politi-
cians are expected to meet Ms

Tsai on Tuesday, followed by
briefings with her top security
andeconomicofficials,andFor-
eignMinisterJosephWu.

Opposition assistant foreign
affairs spokeswoman Claire
Chandlersaiditwas“anhonour
to be in Taipei” as part of the
cross-party parliamentary del-
egation. “Many Australian par-
liamentary delegations have
visited Taiwan over the years,
and it’s important to see these
delegations continue with the
easing of travel restrictions fol-
lowing the pandemic,” Senator
ChandlertoldTheAustralian.

“As an incredibly important
tradingpartnerinourregion,it’s
onlyappropriatethatparliamen-
tarianscontinuetoregularlyen-
gagewithTaiwan.”

Before taking over as Labor
leader, Anthony Albanese led
oneofthelastAustraliandelega-
tionsbeforeCovid.

This group includes Labor
MPs Graham Perrett, David

SmithandDavidMulino,Labor
senator Catryna Bilyk and Lib-
eral senator Matt O’Sullivan.
Their visit comes as Canberra
triestofirmupitsrelationswith
alliesandpartnersintheregion,
whilecontinuingto“stabilise”re-
lations with Beijing ahead of a
triptoChinabyMrAlbanese.

Foreign Minister Penny
Wong over the weekend met
with her counterparts in the
Quad, who reiterated their
“strongoppositiontoanyunilat-
eralactionsthatseektochange
the status quo by force or co-
ercion” in the South and East
ChinaSeas,areasinwhichBei-
jinghasmadeassertiveclaims.

Trade Minister Don Farrell
struck a more positive tone on
Monday, welcoming the return
ofChinesegrouptours.Chinese
visitorarrivalstoAustraliahave
surpassed50percentofpre-pan-
demiclevelsandareexpectedto
boomoverthecoming“Golden
Week”holiday.

will glasgow
north asia correspondent
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Taiwanese special forces demonstrate their skills at an 
open day in Hsinchu last week

The federal opposition has de-
manded the Albanese govern-
ment reveal when it first knew
ChinaandEastTimorwereelevat-
ingtheirdiplomatictiestoacom-
prehensive strategic partnership
andwhatthesecurityimplications
couldbeforAustralia.

Opposition foreign affairs
spokesman Simon Birmingham
said theweekendagreementbe-
tweenDiliandBeijinginChina’s
easterncityofHuangzhouwasa
potent “reminder of the intense
strategic competition” for influ-
enceintheregion.

“ItisnotablethattheAlbanese
governmenthasbeensilentabout
theimplicationsofthisagreement,
in contrast to their pre-election
posturing on similar matters,”
Senator Birmingham told The
Australian, referring to Labor’s
criticismof the formerMorrison
government after Solomon Is-
landssignedits2022securitypact
withBeijing.ThethenLaborop-
positionclaimedthegovernment
had“droppedtheball”onthePa-
cificandhassinceaccuseditofdi-
minishingAustralia’sinfluencein
theregion.

Senator Birmingham said it
shouldbeanationalprioritytoen-
sureAustraliawas“ascloseapart-
nerasanyothernationistoTimor
Leste”,referringtoEastTimorby
itsPortuguese-languagename.

YetwhileAustraliahadcom-
prehensive strategicpartnerships
with both Indonesia and Papua
NewGuinea,itdidnothaveone
withEastTimor.

“The Albanese government
shouldbetransparentaboutwhen
theybecameawareofthisagree-
mentbeingnegotiatedandsigned,
whetherthey’vehadanybriefings
onitandwhattheimplicationsare
forAustralia,”hesaid.

QuestionsputbyTheAustra-
lian to Foreign Minister Penny
WongonMondaywerereferred
totheDepartmentofForeignAf-
fairs and Trade, which said in a
statement the government was
“awarethatEastTimorandChina
haveannouncedanagreementto
establish a comprehensive stra-
tegicpartnership”.

“ThisisamatterforEastTimor

andChina.AustraliarespectsEast
Timor’ssovereigntyandabilityto
makeitsownchoices,”itsaid.

Infact,Dili’sdecisiontoelevate
tieswithBeijingisverymuchan
issueforAustraliaalsogivenEast
Timor’s geographic proximity,
and broader concerns over
China’spushtobuildinfluencein
thePacific.TheCSPcommitsthe
twocountriestoclosermilitaryen-
gagement,andBeijingtogreater
investmentinTimor’sinfrastruc-
ture,healthcare,foodsecurityand
fishing grounds, which border
Australia.Thatwillinevitablylead
toafargreaterChinesepresence
in East Timor – 680km from
Darwin.

China’smovetostrengthenties
withEastTimoralsocomesamid
risinganxietywithintheimpover-
ishedcountryof1.4millionpeople
overalooming“fiscalcliff”asthe
governmentspendsdownthepet-
roleumwealthfund,leavingitdes-
perateforinvestorstohelpitpush
its Greater Sunrise oil and gas
fieldsintoproduction.

East Timor President Jose
Ramos Horta sought to assuage
concernsoveritselevatedpartner-
shipwithChinaonSunday,telling
TurkishtelevisionTRT:“Weare
notalignedwithChina.”

“Wehaveaverygoodrelation-
shipwithChina,aswehaveagreat
relationship with Japan, South
Korea, with the US, Australia,
NewZealandandwithalltheEu-
ropeancountries,”hesaid.

But,headded,itwasa“bitsilly”
ofWesternnationstolookupon
Chinaasanenemy.

A joint statement issued by
China’sXiJinpingandTimor’sXa-
nanaGusmaoattheweekendde-
claredDili’s“firmadherencetothe
one-Chinaprinciple”,itsacknowl-
edgmentthatTaiwanwasan“an
inalienablepartoftheChineseter-
ritory”,anditsoppositionto“any
formofTaiwanindependence”.

MrRamosHortatoldTRTthat
while“TaiwanispartofChina”,a
Chinese invasion of Taiwan
“would be extraordinarily detri-
mental for peace” and a “totally
unthinkablescenario”.

AskedifEastTimorwouldcut
tieswithBeijingifitweretoinvade
Taiwan,however,hesaid:“No.”
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East Timor’s team at the Asian Games in Hangzhou, where Xanana Gusmao and Xi Jinping, top left, signed the pact   

amanda Hodge
southeast asia correspondent

labor ‘silent’ on e Timor pact 

Australia looks to have been
blindsidedbyEastTimor’smove
toupgradetieswithChinaatthe
weekend, leavingCanberrawith
a new and urgent problem on
itsdoorstep.

HowmuchtheAlbanesegov-
ernmentknewaboutDili’sdeci-
sion to elevate its relationship
withBeijingtoacomprehensive
strategic partnership before the
announcement was made in
ChinaonSaturdayisunclear.

Foreign Minister Penny
Wong,whowasinNewYorkover
theweekendfortheUNGeneral
Assembly,hasnotyetcommented
ontheagreement,whichincludes
acommitmenttoenhance“high-
level military engagement” be-
tweenthetwocountries.

Butthefacther15-monthfren-
zyofPacificengagementmaynot
haveentitledhertoacourtesycall
from our closest geographic
neighbourbeforetheannounce-
mentshouldbecauseforconcern.

Last year, Wong accused the
formerMorrisongovernmentof
having“droppedtheball” inthe
PacificovertheSolomonIslands
decisiontosignasecurityagree-
mentwithChina.Butitwasunder
her watch in July that the two

nationssignedtheirownCSPand
lawenforcementpactallowinga
greaterChinesepolicepresencein
thecountry,onethatcouldpoten-
tiallyseeBeijingreplaceAustralia
as the Solomons’ provider of
choice for police training and
backup.

PrimeMinisterManessehSo-
gavare’sdecisiontoskipUSPresi-
dent Joe Biden’s second annual
summitforPacificIslandForum
nations at the White House on
Monday suggests his controver-
sialpivottoChinaiscomplete.

Vanuatualsodeclined,though

fordomesticreasons.SatoKilman
facedano-confidencevoteinpar-
liamentonMonday.

Biden expressed disappoint-
mentattheSolomonssnubafter
Sogavare used his weekend
speech to the UN general as-
sembly in New York to praise
China’s development co-opera-
tionas“lessrestrictive,morere-
sponsive and aligned to our
nationalneeds”.

But Beijing’s triumphant un-
veilingofclosertieswithDililess
thanadaylaterraisesapotentially
thornier problem given East
Timor’sgeographicproximityto
Australia.AustraliaisstillTimor’s
largestinternationaldonor,anda
trustedproviderofservicesthere.

ButCanberradoesnothavea
comprehensivestrategicpartner-
shipwithDili,evenasithasbeen

busy elevating ties with key
SoutheastAsianpartners.

Doesitmatter?
Thatremainstobeseen.Itde-

pendsonhowmuchamorerisk-
averseChinaiswillingtoinvestin
EastTimor’sinfrastructureambi-
tions,andwhatlevelofeconomic
anddiplomaticdependency that
leadstoforDili.

Beijingisdeterminedtobuilda
globalsouthalliancethatwillfall
inbehinditsleadershipandvision
ofanewmultilateralismnotdom-
inatedbythewealthyWest,and
presumablylesstroubledbycon-

siderationsofhuman rights and
democracy.

That includes the Pacific Is-
landswhichAustralia,theUSand
New Zealand have for decades
seenastheirsphereofinfluence.

TheUS-ledIndo-Pacificpart-
nership,withAustralia,Japan,the
UKandothers, isequallydeter-
minedtocounterBeijing’sgrow-
inginfluence–thoughminusthe
considerable carrot of China’s
BeltandRoadInitiative.

LikeitsneighboursinASEAN
–aregionalblocofwhichitissoon
tobecomeamember–EastTimor
insistsitwantstobefriendswith
everyone.

Butitisrunningoutoftimeto
findaninvestorwillingtohelpit
developitslastgreatfossilfuelre-
source– theGreaterSunriseoil
andgasfieldsintheTimorSea–

beforeitsPetroleumWealthFund
isexhaustedandithasnowayto
financeitsmodestannualbudget.

Negotiations with its private
partners, Australia’s Woodside
and Japan’s Osaka Gas, have
gonenowherefordecadesasDili
has struggled to convince them
ofthefeasibilityofitsambitions
to pipe the liquid natural gas
fromtheTimorGapandprocess
itonshore.

CananyonereallyblameDili
forseeingChina–withitsBRIin-
frastructuremoney–asapossible
alternative?

Albanese government critics
will no doubt criticise Wong’s
weekend UNGA attendance as
yetanotherinternationaljunket.

Thatwouldbeacheapshot.
Australiamust be seen to be

supportingPacificIslandnations
–inparticulartheirclimatecon-
cerns–inthatforum,andtobe
puttingmoneywhere itsmouth
is if itwants tobe seenas their
partnerofchoice.

Successive federal govern-
mentsmustsharetheblamefor
droppingtheballonEastTimor,
andthePacificmorebroadly.

Dili may have forgiven Can-
berraforthetreatywithJakarta
thatdividedtheoilandgasspoils
oftheTimorSeabetweenthetwo
nations; for optingout of aUN
maritime boundary jurisdiction
tribunalbeforeEastTimorgained
independence;andforbuggingits
ministerialofficestogainadvan-
tageinnegotiationsoverresour-
cesintheTimorSea.

But itmost certainlyhasnot
forgotten.

australia blindsided by dili’s ties with beijing

amanda Hodge 
comment 

Likeitsneighbours inASEAN,EastTimor
insists itwantstobefriendswitheveryone
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view 
the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback via 
the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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experts warn of policy rorts

Students 
‘to exploit 
aged care 
reforms’
Leadingeducationandmigration
experts have warned Labor’s
union-linkedreformsdesignedto
bringinforeignaged-carework-
erswillbeexploitedbyinterna-
tional students seeking a fast
tracktopermanentresidency.

Under the policy, which was
first announced in May, people
areabletogainaccesstofullwork
rights after completing a short
courseinagedcare.

Thechangeinthevisasystem
was introduced in a bid to plug
criticalworkforceshortagesinthe
sector, as Labor seeks to
implement several sweeping re-
forms, including mandated care
minutesinresidentialcentres.

Immigration expert Abul
Rizvi warned the government’s
policywouldberortedbyinterna-
tional studentsopting to switch
outoflongercoursesatuniversi-
tiesinfavourofshorter,aged-care
vocationalpathsinordertogain
citizenship.

He said the policy risked
attracting “shonky” educational
providerswhowouldbeincentiv-
ised to offer aged-care training
programsamidapredictedsurge
indemand.

“IfIwasastudentandstrug-
glingtofindapathwaytoperma-
nent residency, the very best
pathwayistodoacertificatethree
inagedcare…youmightbedoing
acourseinbusinesswhichishard
togetpermanentresidencyand
thenswitchtoagedcarewhichis
cheaper, easier and faster,” said
theformerdeputysecretaryofthe
DepartmentofImmigration.

“The government needs to
managetworisks, includingthe
entry of providers in this space
whoareinterestedinthemoney
and not interested in delivering
qualityagedcarecourses.”

International Education As-
sociationofAustraliachiefexecu-
tivePhilHoneywoodwarnedthe
policywasatriskofbeingrortedby
“unscrupulous”migrationagents
seekingtoprofitfromvulnerable
studentsdesperateforAustralian
citizenshipandworkrights.

Mr Honeywood was con-

cernedthatthelabouragreement
wouldincentivisethewrongtype
ofstudenttoworkinagedcare.

“Currently,thegovernmentis
focusedononlyallowingquality
studentstoenterthecountryover
quantity. Ironically, this sudden
aged-carepolicycouldinducethe
wrong type of student to prag-
maticallyenter intoan industry
whichrequiresagenuinecaring
aptitude,”hesaid.

Opposition immigration
spokesmanDanTehansaidthe
government’sattempttodeliver
onitselectionpromisehasledto
“perverseoutcomes”.

Hewarned “Labor’s shortcut
to permanent residency will
attractpeopletoagedcarewith
no passion for the profession
whilealsoundercuttingourinter-
nationalsector”.

“Labor’sdesperateattemptto
plugthegapingholeintheirun-
deliveredelectionpromisetopro-
vide round-the-clock aged-care
nursesisgoingtodeliverperverse
outcomes,”MrTehansaid.

“Thisisnotalong-termsolu-
tion. There are no guarantees
migrantswillcontinueworkingin
agedoncetheyhavegainedper-
manentresidencyandthereare
questionmarksaboutthequality
ofsomecourses.”

AspokesmanforImmigration
Minister Andrew Giles said
Labor’spolicywouldaddresscriti-
cal workforce shortages in aged
carewhilealsoprotectingworkers.

“TheAgedCareLabourAgree-
mentsettingshavebeendesigned
to strike a balance between the
workforceopportunitiesmigration
canfacilitatetobuildawhilerecog-
nisingthevulnerabilitiesfacedby
workersontemporarysponsored
visas,”hesaid.

“The Liberals had almost a
decade to address workforce in
agedcareanddidnothing.We’re
workingtogetherwithbusinesses
andunionstoaddressworkforce
shortages while protecting tem-
porary migrant workers from
exploitation.”

Undertheagreement,unions
havespecialaccesstoworkersin-
cluding through inductions that
exclude management. The deal
also forces providers to ensure
workershavetimeoff toattend
unionmeetings.

EXCLUSIVE

JeSS malcOlm

Aformerseniormemberof the
CatholicArchdioceseofCanber-
raandGoulburnhascriticisedthe
ACTgovernmentforthewayit
passed legislation decriminalis-
ingsomedrugs,callingitstactics
“appalling” and raising alarm
overwhether the same “lackof
dueprocess”willbeappliedtoits
loomingvoluntaryassisteddying
laws.

Former vicar general Tony
Percy–whohasgonetoetotoe
withtheACTgovernmentinre-
centmonthsoveritsforcedacqui-
sitionof theCalvaryHospital–
saidhewasbecomingincreasing-
lyconcernedoverthe“totallack
of transparency” in how major
reformsprogressed.

“ThisjustfeedsintotheCalva-
ryincidentwherethereisalackof
dueprocessandgovernance,no
questionatall,”hesaid.

“And then there’s the ques-
tionsaboutriskaversion,which
absolutely should be asked.
What’s this going to do to the
healthsystemandtopeople?”

ACTHealthMinisterRachel
Stephen-Smithearlierthismonth
revealed her government took
thecommitmenttodecriminalise
drugs“quietly”tothe2020elec-
tionandpurposefullychosetoin-
troduce the reforms through a
privatemember’sbillratherthan
government legislation. “If the
governmenthadtriedtodoit,I
tellyouwhatitwouldhavetaken
two years to develop the legis-
lation…andwewouldhavehad
todealwithallthisriskaversion
andcomplexity,”shesaid.

FatherPercysaidhewasper-
sonallyuncomfortableaboutthe

move to decriminalise the pos-
session of drugs under certain
thresholds, including cocaine,
heroinandice.

“Idida funerala littlewhile
agoandthemotheroftheseeight
kids…diedofanoverdose,”he
said.“Andherewehaveahealth
minister saying ‘go ahead with
thissortofthing’.”

TheACTlawswilldecriminal-
isethepossessionof1.5gorlessof
amphetamine,cocaine,metham-
phetamine, MDMA and magic
mushrooms and 1g or less of
heroin.Thepossessionof0.001g
orlessofLSDwillalsobedecrim-
inalised. Those in possession of
thedrugsunderthesetthresholds
willbegiveneithera$100fineor
directiontoattendanassessment
orharmreductionsession.

Ms Stephen-Smith has de-
fended her comments revealing
thegovernmentdeliberatelywent
to the election with the policy
“quietly”,sayingsheonlymeant
she hadn’t wanted to “shout it
fromtherooftops”forfearofstig-
matisingthoseusingdrugs.

But Father Percy said Ms
Stephen-Smith’s comments on
how the ACT government was
ableto“quickly”legislateitspol-
icy demonstrated the govern-
ment was being “disingenuous
anddishonest”withconstituents.

“Theotherissuethat’sgoingto
come up now is with voluntary
assisteddyinglaws…andthegov-
ernmentnowisalawuntoitself,”
hesaid.

The Australian revealed the
ACTgovernmentwasconsider-
ingallowingpeopleasyoungas14
tobeeligibleforVAD,afterthe
territorywasgiventhepowerto
make such laws by the federal
parliamentlastyear.

Cleric attacks tactics 
to decriminalise drugs  
SaRah iSOn 

AWestAustralianMPhasbeen
foundguiltyofsexuallyabusing
ayounggirlandhasautomati-
cally been disqualified from
parliament.

Ajuryofsixwomenandsix
menfoundJamesHayward,53,
guiltyoftwocountsofindecent
dealingcharges.Hewasacquit-
tedoftwootherchargesinclud-
ingtheallegationheshowedthe
child how to search for por-
nographyonline.

Hayward did not apply for
bailandwas remanded incus-
todyuntilhissentencinghearing
inOctober.

Haywardwasanindependent
member of WA’s upper house
afterhewassuspendedfromand
thenquit theNationalsWA in
thewakeofchargesrelatingto
indecentlyassaultingthegirlbe-
tween2019and2021,whenshe
wasagedbetweensixandeight.
Hehadpleadednotguilty.

Aftermorethanfourhoursof
deliberations the jury handed
downtheirverdictsasHayward
stood silently and members of
his family, including his wife,
sobbed.

ThecourtwastoldHayward
made thegirl indecently touch
himonthreeoccasionsandalso
instructed her on how to find
explicit and sexually graphic
materialontheinternet.

StateprosecutorSeanStocks
toldthecourtHaywardhadad-
mitted what he did in a letter
emailed to his wife, which be-
cameacrucialpieceofevidence.

Hedeniedwhathewrotewas
a confession and the District
Court was told it was a “mis-
guided”and“irrational”decision
toprotect “his family from the
financialmess”hewasinatthe
time, as his business had out-
standing debts of more than
$400,000.

MrStockstoldthecourtthat
afterthechild’sparentswentto
thepoliceandHaywardlearned
theallegationsweregoingtobe
madeagainsthim,hewrote to
hiswifesayinghewasgoingto
endhislife.

He sent the email about a
weeklaterbutaddedthewords
“whichIhavedone”inreference
totheallegationswithasadface
emoji.

Opposition Leader Shane
Love, leader of the Nationals
WA, said theprocess to finda
replacementforHaywardwould
beginshortly.

“Abuse in any form is un-
equivocally unacceptable,” Mr
Lovesaid.“ItisexpectedJames
Hayward will be now disquali-
fiedfromhispositionasamem-
ber of the Legislative Council
representingtheSouthWest.A
processwill thencommenceto
determinehisreplacement.”

Ex-Nats 
MP guilty 
of child 
sex abuse
Jenna claRke

The estranged partner of a
woman who was found dead in
herSydneyunithasbeencharged
withhermurder.

Detective Superintendent
DannyDohertysaid thealleged
murderofTatianaDokhotaru,34,
at her Liverpool apartment in
May was “domestic violence-

related”andthehomicidesquad
hadtakenoverthecaseduetothe
“gravityandseverity”ofthecrime.

Police will allege that Danny
Zayat, 28, of Colyton, assaulted
Dokhotaru to the point of her
death,whichoccuredaftera tri-
ple-0callwasmadeonMay26,the
nightbeforeherbodywasfound.

“Itdoesn’tgetmuchworsein
relationtoawomanbeingkilledin
her own unit,” Superintendent
Dohertysaid.

MrZayatappearedinPenrith
Local Court on Monday, still
wearingthesamehigh-vishoodie
inwhichhewasarrestedearlierin
themorning.Bailwasrefusedand
heisexpectedtoappearinCamp-
belltownLocalCourtonSeptem-
ber27.

He had been previously
charged with 22 domestic viol-
enceoffencesrelatingtoDokho-
taru, including choking without
consent, breaching an AVO,

assaultoccasioningbodilyharm,
common assault and destroying
ordamagingproperty.

Detectives recently returned
from Canada where they inter-
viewed the victim’s family and
friends.

Last week, Superintendent
Doherty said police were still
searchingforDokhotaru’sphone
inthehopeitmightpossessfresh
clues.

NCA NEWSWIRE

Death doesn’t get much worse, say police
madeleine achenza
Steve zemek

Tatiana Dokhotaru

Premier’s allies want leader with energy

scott powicK/nca newswire

Labor frontbenchers and future leadership frontrunners Steven Miles and Shannon Fentiman on Monday

rollaleader.MsPalaszczuk,Aus-
tralia’s longest-serving premier
behind Victoria’s Daniel An-
drews,wouldhavetodecideto
leaveorbeconvincedtogo.

AnothermemberoftheRight
said Ms Palaszczuk could be
stubbornandwasbecomingless
inclinedtolistentoadvice.“Ifshe
doesn’twanttogo,shewon’tgo,”
theRightmembersaid.

AstrongcontingentofMPs
stillsupportMsPalaszczuk,be-
lieving her personal brand can
getLaboroverthelinewhileoth-
ersfearachangeinleaderwill
givesupporttotheLNP’sclaims
ofinstabilityandcrisiswithinthe
government. Onceaprevailing
force,Labor’sRightfactionhas
been in rapiddecline in recent
years, thwarting hopes Trea-
surerCameronDickwilleverbe-
comepremier.

InthedominantLeftfaction–
which controls thenumbers in
cabinetandcaucus–MrMiles
andMsFentimanwouldbefron-
trunnersinanyleadershipballot
tosucceedMsPalaszczuk.

FormerLaborministerRob-
ert Schwarten warned that if
“gutless”MPskeptundermining
MsPalaszczuk,thegovernment
would lose the next election.
“These things develop a life of
theirown...(and)becomeaself-
fulfillingprophecy,”hesaid.

“IfIwasthePremierreading
thosegutlesspeople,Iwouldn't
take them seriously until they
hadthegutstosayittomyface.
And you have to question the
motivation of those people if
theyarenotpreparedtodothat.”

ThepairservedintheBligh
government’s cabinet together.
Mr Schwarten said Ms Pal-
aszczukhadbeenwrittenofftoo
oftenduringherpoliticalcareer.

“She’spulleditoutofthefire
onmanyoccasions,”hesaid.“I
don’teverunderestimateherca-
pacity to fight, and neither
shouldanyoneelse.”

A Labor backbencher ac-
knowledged there was leader-
shipchatterbutsaidtherewere
“always rumblings” sometimes
“moreintensethanothers”.

One source said it was un-
likelythePremierwouldwantto
quit beforeMaynextyear, be-
causeshewasdesperatetosur-
passPeterBeattie’srecordasthe
longest-serving post-war Labor
PremierinQueensland.

Continued from Page 1
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Notice of change to Westpac Business Facility 
Agreement – Discharge Settlement Fee as of 
29 September 2023
From 29 September 2023, the Discharge Settlement Fee will be included in the From 29 September 2023, the Discharge Settlement Fee will be included in the 
Business Facility Agreement for the Business Loan, Bank Bill Business Loan, Business Facility Agreement for the Business Loan, Bank Bill Business Loan, 
Business Overdraft, Westpac Business One Loan, Westpac Agri Finance Loan and Business Overdraft, Westpac Business One Loan, Westpac Agri Finance Loan and 
the Business Equity Access Loan. the Business Equity Access Loan. 

This is an existing fee that is charged each time you discharge a security, including This is an existing fee that is charged each time you discharge a security, including 
a mortgage, related to your loan. a mortgage, related to your loan. 

Invitation to comment on the commercial supply
of a genetically modifi ed dengue vaccine, Qdenga

The Gene Technology Regulator is assessing an application from Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
Australia Pty Ltd for the commercial supply of a genetically modifi ed (GM) dengue 
vaccine, Qdenga. The vaccine would be available under prescription for people travelling 
to dengue-affected areas. Before it can be used commercially, Qdenga must also be 
registered by the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA), which is responsible for 
assessing the quality, safety, and effi cacy of human vaccines.
The Regulator has prepared a Risk Assessment and Risk Management Plan (RARMP) for 
this application and welcomes written submissions prior to making a decision on whether 
or not to issue the licence. The consultation RARMP and related information can be 
obtained via our website (search for DIR 196), or from the contacts below. Written 
submissions should reference DIR 196 and be received by 18 October 2023.

Offi ce of the Gene Technology Regulator
MDP 54 GPO Box 9848 CANBERRA ACT 2601

Telephone: 1800 181 030   Website: www.ogtr.gov.au   E-mail: ogtr@ health.gov.au 20
54
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Department of Health and Aged Care
Office of the Gene Technology Regulator
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

For more information: 
E: otway@conocophillips.com 
T: 07 3182 7122

conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning 
Area covers the area assessed 
within the Environment Plan 
and encompasses a wide 
range of habitats and marine 
species, cultural values and 
socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the 
proposed offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys 
and the drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P, 
located in Commonwealth waters. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support 
consultation and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 
30 September 2023, after which time we will pause consultation so we can collate a 
submission to NOPSEMA for public comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view 
the draft Environment Plan chapters and information on how to provide feedback via 
the consultation hub by scanning the QR code below or can request copies of the draft 
chapters and other relevant information, by contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Police hit thewater

WATER police are investigat-
ing why a man was travelling
on a boat without his licence
or safety gear in Portland
on Saturday.

Williamstown-based wa-
ter police Acting Sergeant
Peter Murphy said he, along-
side Senior Constable Daniel
Paisley, inspected about
20 boats in Port Fairy and
Portland across September
2 and 3.

Acting Sergeant Murphy
saidpolicewere investigating
a boat user in Portland who
was reportedly not carrying
his licence and was without
the appropriate safety gear.

He said the man wasn't
wearing a personal flotation
device (a life jacket) while on
his boat.

"This is classed as a height-
ened risk," Acting Sergeant
Murphy said.

"He also had expired
flares that were out of date
from 2021."

He said the man also
wasn't carrying a licence
but claimed a commer-
cial licence was issued 25
years ago.

Acting Sergeant Murphy
said police would look into
theman's licence status.

"Outside of that, most of
the boaties here and in Port-
landhave been really good in
regards to having the correct
safety equipment and really
proactive about the safety of
their vessel and their passen-
gers," he said.

Acting Sergeant Murphy
said the blitz kicked off the
busy season targeting ma-
rine safety and enforcement.

"To get themessage across
of themaster's (the skipper's)
responsibility for their vessel
and their crew," he said.

Acting Sergeant Murphy
said the pair checked wheth-
er flares were in-date and the
right safety equipment was

on board and that anyone
travelling more than two
nautical miles off the coast
had an EPIRB (emergency
position indicating radi-
obeacons).

The pair also visited the
Portland Coast Guard.

Acting Sergeant Murphy
said the patrols would ramp
up in the south-west as the
weather warmed up.

"We'd advise people prior
to going out on the water,
because their boats have
probably been in storage for
a good part of the year, to go
over their boats and get it
checked by a qualified me-
chanic, if needed," he said.

Port Fairy

LillianAltman

Law and Order

Williamstown-based water police Senior Constable Daniel
Paisley and Acting Sergeant Peter Murphy at the Port
Fairy boat ramp. They conducted 20 inspections of boats
and users in Portland and Port Fairy on September 2 and
3. Picture by Lillian Altman

A WARRNAMBOOL man
who bludgeoned a police
officer with a metal bat has
been ordered to pay $75,000
in compensation.

Senior Constable Rowan
Baldam was beaten to the
ground, attacked and "totally
incapacitated" in the foetal
position as Warrnambool's
Steven Cleary, 50, struck him
to the head with a metal bat
on October 9, 2021.

The officer and his col-
league Constable Will Ringin
had attended a routine job at
the height of the coronavirus
pandemic, stopping a male
youth whowas not wearing a
mask, which was mandated
outside at the time.

Cleary, a COVID-19 con-
spiracy theorist, was con-
tacted via a walkie talkie and
he soon arrived at the scene
armed with the metal base-
ball bat.

He struck Senior Consta-
ble Baldam to the head with
the bat, forcing him to the
ground, and then repeatedly
hit him as the victim lay in
the foetal position in ex-
treme pain.

During the incident,
Cleary repeatedly said he
was the king and the incident
was "an act of war".

In 2022 Cleary was jailed
for three years and two
months.

On August 31, 2023, Judge
Caitlin English ordered
Cleary pay $75,000 in com-
pensation and $10,000 to-
wards the victim's legal costs.

Cleary has been on the
disability support pension
since 1997 with the judge
saying his earning capacity
was "negligible".

But the court heard there
was a restraining order onhis

Warrnambool home which
was believed to have more
than $500,000 in equity.

The judge said Cleary's
wife and two of his children
lived at that home and the
burden of the compensation
order was high.

Cleary did not appear in
court for the hearingwith the
judge stating he'd refused to

get on the prison bus or ac-
cess an online link.

Judge English said the
attack had left Senior Con-
stable Baldam with physical
and psychological injuries,
as well as grief, distress and
trauma.

She said Senior Consta-
ble Baldam had not worked
since January 2023 and his

future in the police force was
in doubt.

The officer suffered a
fractured left thumb, which
required surgery and still
causes him pain to this day,
as well as a cut to his head
which left a visible scar
through his hairline.

In his victim impact
statement read to the court

in 2022, Senior Constable
Baldam said he remembered
sitting in the gutter after the
attack with his head in his
hands and "feeling the vol-
ume of blood that was flow-
ing downmy face and neck".

"I was very concerned I
could lose consciousness
at any time and I might not
wake up," he said.

He said his sore thumb
served as a constant phys-
ical reminder of the attack,
impacting his mood and
"bringing the vivid memory
of being assaulted when
it hurts".

"I amnot sure if the thumb
will ever be completely pain
free," he said.

Senior Constable Baldam
said at the time he often
thought about the attack
while at work, particularly
when conducting rou-
tine jobs.

"How can I ever really feel
safe doing something rou-
tine when it feels as if at any
moment it could result inme
being nearly killed?," Senior
Constable Baldam said.

While once believing
he'd be in the police force
for life, the officer said up-
on his return he found the
work joyless.

Manwho bludgeoned officer with bat ordered to pay $75k
#

HowcanI
ever really
feel safedoing
something
routinewhen
it feelsas if at
anymoment
it couldresult
inmebeing
nearlykilled?
Rowan Baldam

Harrowing footage has been released of a violent attack on twoWarrnambool police
officers in 2021.

Warrnambool

JessicaHoward

Law and order

Man airlifted after collision
■ FROM: P1
"He was taken back to the station where
he tested positive to methamphetamine.
You just throw your hands up in the
air. This numbskull was driving at that
kind of speed with drugs in his system
and the reality is he did delay the police

response." Sergeant Walkley said the
man was also found in possession of a
taser. He said his car was impounded for
30 days and he would be summonsed
to court on charges of excessive speed,
drug-driving and weapon offences.
Anyone with information on the crash
phone 1800 333 000.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia
Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Formore information:
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area
assessedwithin the Environment Plan and encompasses
awide range of habitats andmarine species, cultural
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed
offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the
drilling of up to six explorationwells in exploration permitsVIC/P79 andT/49P, located in
Commonwealth waters.

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation
and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after
which time wewill pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public
comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters
and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR
code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other relevant information, by
contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Dinner concept in
south-west gets
men to dig into their
feelings
Every topic will be on the
menu when a new mental
health initiative for men
opens inWarrnambool
next month. Demand
for a south-west branch
has driven not-for-profit
organisation Men'sTable
to host its first meeting
at the RSL on October 23.
Regional host Dan Ball said
the monthly conversational
dinners would encourage
men to "feel heard" in a
safe and private environ-
ment. "It gives them a
forum to talk about what's
going on in their lives and
their feelings.We had a
couple of men contact us
through our website telling
us they loved the concept
and would love one inWarr-
nambool, so we decided to
follow the demand." Mr Ball
said. "It's all about sharing
feelings, which men are
not generally very good at.
This gives them a chance
to get things off their
chest." South-west men are
required to book for the
first session at themensta-
ble.org/attend-an-entree/,
which would run from
6.30pm - 9pm.

TheMen's Table is amental
health initiative which
encouragesmen tomeet over
a conversational meal each
month. Picture supplied

RENTAL prices in Warrnam-
bool are trending upwards
while vacancy rates hover at
15-year lows, according to
the latest data.

The figures from invest-
ment research house SQM
Research showed Warrnam-
bool's vacancy rate hit a low
of 0.3 per cent in September
2020 and hovering about 0.5
per cent since, with fewer
than 40 properties available
at any one time in the past
three years.

The low availability of
rental stock offers little
hope prices will decline any
time soon.

The Standard reported on
September 4 that average
monthly mortgage repay-
ments in Warrnambool had

jumped more than $2000 in
the same three-year period,
making home ownership
unaffordable for themajority
of locals.

It is possible the increasing
inaccessibility of home own-
ership is pushing more resi-
dents into the rental market,
putting pressure on prices as
flat supply fails to keep pace

with demand. The rental
price figures showed steady
prices for nearly a decade as
weekly rents hovered in the
low $300 per week bracket
until about September 2018
when they inched up to $350
to $380. But it was in Septem-
ber 2020 they really took off,
rising from $350 per week to
more than $500 per week in
August 2023, and the trend
line is still pointing higher.

The latest Census data
from 2021 showed 28 per
cent of Warrnambool resi-
dents rented, compared with
32 per cent who owned their
homewith amortgage.

The 2021 Census also
showed more than 30 per
cent of rental households
were in rental stress and the
latest industry data suggest-
ed that had pushed beyond
50 per cent nationwide by
mid 2023.

Warrnambool rents rise as
economic distress grows

Region

Ben Silvester

Real estate

Warrnambool rents
are on the rise while
vacancy rates are stuck
at 15-year lows.

AFTER breaking her arm,
shoulder and pelvis in a car
rollover, Camperdown's
Paige Prout crawled to the
side of the road and waited
for help.

It was 2.30amonaDecem-
ber morning in 2019 when
the 22-year-old crawled
to the Hamilton Highway
roadside after falling asleep
at the wheel and rolling her
car about seven times into a
nearby paddock. She said a
truck drove by, sounding its
horn as it passed.

"I thought, 'Did they not
see me?' Adrenaline kicked
in and I said to myself I
have to live," Ms Prout said.
"When I first woke up in the
paddock, I had wet grass and
dirt all throughmyhair (and)
it was fight or flight for me at
that time. I couldn't find my
phone to call for help.

"I looked up and 100 me-
tres away I saw a car drive
past, so I crawled to a fence.
I putmy foot in the fence and
flippedmyself over it to get to
the road."

Nearly four hours later, a
woman travelling from War-
rnambool to Ballarat in a taxi
saw Ms Prout lying roadside
and instructed her driver to
pull over.

"The woman helped me
into the car," Ms Prout said.

"I wasn't aware of how bad
my accident had been. I was
three kilometres from home,
but my house keys were on
my car keys. When the am-

bulance arrived they said I
shouldn't be standing.

"She heard me give my
details to the ambulance and
found my dad on Facebook
and messaged him letting
my family know I was in se-
vere pain and on the way to
Ballarat Base Hospital and
needed them.

"The police said I had fall-
en asleep behind the wheel
and my hand had hooked
through the wheel and
pushed the car off the road."

Ms Prout sufferedmultiple
broken bones and a frac-
tured back and has since had

a metal plate and 10 bolts
inserted into her shoulder.
She said she was grateful
she was alive to warn other
young drivers.

"I thank my lucky stars
that I'm here today to tell my
story and warn other young
drivers," she said. "You may
think it won't be you that
ends up injured in an acci-
dent but what happenswhen
it is you? Will you survive or
will you not be so lucky?

"Be careful and alert while
driving at night. There aren't
as many taxis and Ubers
operating in regional areas.

Often when you need a taxi
late at night it won't be there
for 90minutes, and you think
what is the point of phoning
one?Weneedmore taxis and
public transport options in
regional areas."

In the meantime, Ms
Prout had more advice for
youngmotorists.

"I thought because no one
else was involved and it was
a single vehicle accident that
I couldn't get help or finan-
cial support," she said.

"In Victoria, the Transport
Accident Commission is a
no-fault scheme, meaning

that if you have a single vehi-
cle accident and even if you
were in the wrong or at fault,
you are still able to apply for
compensation to assist with
medical expenses and with
your recovery."

Slater and Gordon senior
associate Sarah Elseidy -
who is representing Paige in
a road injury claim - said sin-
gle-vehicle accidents were
common in regional areas.

"If you have been injured
in a crash, it is still worth
talking to a lawyer about your
legal rights whatever your
circumstances are," she said.

Camperdown's Paige Prout rolled her car up to seven times in 2019 after falling asleep at the wheel. Inset, Ms Prout's
scar on her arm. Pictures supplied.

Camperdown

JessicaGreenan

Community

'I said tomyself I have to live'

CM
M
29

89
4C

P_
ST
A

Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia
Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Formore information:
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area
assessedwithin the Environment Plan and encompasses
awide range of habitats andmarine species, cultural
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed
offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the
drilling of up to six explorationwells in exploration permitsVIC/P79 andT/49P, located in
Commonwealth waters.

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation
and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after
which time wewill pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public
comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters
and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR
code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other relevant information, by
contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Three-month search
for Port Fairy rental
proves fruitless

A PORT Fairy woman has
spoken about the challenges
of accessing affordable hous-
ing at the state government's
housing inquiry.

JillianWarne joined a pan-
el of renters at a hearing in
late August.

"My experience is com-
mon tomanywomen in their
60s, particularly in outer-re-
gional or rural areas, where
secure, well-paid work is
rare," she said.

"I needed to find a house
to rent.

"Despite contacting every
real estate agent in the dis-
trict and approaching home
owners directly, I could
not find anything in three
months, despite being a de-
sirable tenant: a mature per-
son with no pets, able to care
for a house and garden, able
to pay rent and bond.

"I am currently house-sit-
ting for a friend while they
travel until October, paying
rent and paying separately
for storage."

Ms Warne said there were
a number of barriers to avail-
ability and affordability in
Port Fairy, including the pro-

portion of homes being used
as short-termholiday rentals.

"The housing market in
Port Fairy is very strong and
expensive - a beachside
property recently sold for
$7.2 million," she said.

The vacancy rates are very
low for permanent rentals,
with high demand for hous-
ing for workers across health,
tourism and hospitality, and
trade and engineering - for

example, for wind farm de-
velopments.

Ms Warne said the state
and federal governments
needed to take immedi-
ate action.

"This isno longerabout the

fading of the great Australian
dream of home ownership,
this is genuinely a crisis,"
she said.

"There are tens of thou-
sands of people who are
homeless.

"Young people will move
out of Australia to some-
where where their tasks and
skills and their work mean
that they can afford a home
and a decent standard of
living, and older people are
going to have to go into aged
care sooner because there
are no options for independ-
ent living in their communi-
ty."

Mary-Ann Brown, who is
a Southern Grampians Shire
councillor and chair of Rural
Councils Victoria, also spoke
about the housing shortage
at the inquiry.

"The lack of homes is
having a detrimental effect
across all sectors of the
rural Victorian economy,"
she said.

"The lack of supply is the
main reason for the afforda-
bility crisis we are seeing in
rural Victoria, and there is
also a serious shortage of
rental properties for seasonal
workers, who are vital to the
production of the food that
all Australians need."

#

This isno
longerabout
the fading
of thegreat
Australian
dreamofhome
ownership, this
is genuinelya
crisis.
JillianWarne

'CRISIS' Region's housing shortagediscussed at inquiry

Region

MoniquePatterson

Housing

THE federal government's Housing Australia
Future Fund fails to address supply issues
in regional areas, according toMember for
WannonDan Tehan.

He has backed a call from independent
politician Helen Haines for the federal
government to fund the critical infrastruc-
ture needed to get regional housing devel-
opments off the ground.

Dr Haines put a proposal to parliament on
Monday that wouldmandate a percentage
of the National Housing Infrastructure
Facility's funding be directed to the regions
to build the roads, electricity and sewerage
needed to grow housing supply.

"We have significant issues with the
approach the Labor government is taking
through its Housing Future Fund," Mr

Tehan said. "Allowing local government in
rural and regional areas tomakemore land
available and tomake it more affordable
would help the situation."

Mr Tehan said the federal government's
fund didn't look at providing key infrastruc-
ture for housing developments including
sewerage, water and high-speed internet.

He said the federal government needed
to prioritise funding for rural and regional
areas to encouragemore people to live
outside of metropolitan cities.

StateMember for SouthWest Coast Roma
Britnell toldThe Standard last month the
region's housing crisis would get worse if
more land was not made available.

Ms Britnell said the low supply of land
was themost critical factor in the hous-
ing shortfall.

Dr Haines said the nation was faced with
a shortage of infrastructure needed for hous-
ing developments.

Funding tomake landmore affordable in regional areas is desperately needed,
according toMember forWannon Dan Tehan.

Lack of landmajor problem

Region

MoniquePatterson

Housing

VR4321248

CONTACT US FOR
AN“OBLIGATION FREE”

CONSULTATION,
“NO WIN,NO FEE,NO OUTLAYS”

(conditions apply)

EXPERT ADVICE, CLOSE TO HOME
• TAC & motor vehicle
(including farm vehicle)
accident claims

• Workplace injuries
• Product, and public/
occupiers liability claims

• Medical and professional
negligence claims

• Crimes/victims compensation

COMPENSATION LAWYERS

V
R
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8

67 Kepler Street,Warrnambool
Barclay Street, Port Fairy

www.dwyerlegal.com.au

5562 1044

Take the hassle out of finding your next car.
Go to CountryCars.com.au to find your
dream car today. With constantly changing
stock and open 24/7, why would you go
any where else?

Quick
Simple
Now

From online to on road
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia
Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Formore information:
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area
assessedwithin the Environment Plan and encompasses
awide range of habitats andmarine species, cultural
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed
offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the
drilling of up to six explorationwells in exploration permitsVIC/P79 andT/49P, located in
Commonwealth waters.

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation
and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after
which time wewill pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public
comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters
and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR
code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other relevant information, by
contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Same, but newname

WARRNAMBOOL & District
Food Share has outgrown its
original service area, launch-
ing a new name to reflect its
broader reach and strength-
en its impact.

Now known as Western
District Food Share, the or-
ganisation will continue pro-
viding emergency food relief
to people in need across the
south-west. Executive officer
Amanda Hennessy said the
rebranding, which came
into effect Friday, August
25, reflected the organisa-
tion's expanding scope and
its commitment to serving
the broader region, which
encompassed the south-
west community.

"In 2022 alone, Western
District Food Share distrib-
uted 164 tonnes of food,
providing sustenance to
over 55,000 people in our
community," she said. "Our
new name, Western District
Food Share, articulates our
determination to reachmore
individuals across our region
who require assistance.

"Our dedication to ad-
dressing food insecurity and
improving lives remains
unchanged. We believe this
rebranding will help us con-

nect with a broader audience
and strengthen our impact."

Ms Hennessy said the de-
cision to change the name
came after careful consid-
eration and was in response
to feedback from its partners
and stakeholders.

She said the organisation
had been "a steadfast pillar
of support for individuals
and families in our commu-
nity facing food insecurity"
for more than a decade,
thanking the community for
its "unwavering support".
"We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to each individual,
organisation, and volunteer
who has contributed to our

mission of addressing food
insecurity in our communi-
ty."

MsHennessy saidWestern
District Food Share would
continue to collaborate with
local partners, agencies,
schools' volunteers and do-
nors to distribute emergency
food. The nonprofit works
with partners and volunteers
to collect, store and distrib-
ute emergency food to indi-
viduals and families in need.

She said the name change
included a refreshed brand
with a new logo, updated
contact information, social
channels and website. Go to
districtfoodshare.org.au

Region

MadeleineMcNeil

Community

Western District Food Share executive officer Amanda
Hennessy and volunteers JP Gaston and Darlyne Gerrard
with some of the new signage installed as part of a name
change and rebranding that came into effect on Friday,
August 25. Picture by Eddie Guerrero

MORE than 15,000 native
trees and shrubs have been
planted in a mammoth
community effort to provide
threatened species, includ-
ing platypuses and fish, with
habitat for years to come.

Themasswinterplanting is
part of a Warrnambool-wide
waterway health improve-
ment initiative and the last of
the shrubs were planted on
Wednesday, August 23.

The Glenelg Hopkins CMA
plantings have been con-
ducted on public and private
land along the banks of the
Hopkins and Merri rivers
and Brucknell Creek as part
of theRivers ofWarrnambool
FlagshipWaterways Project.

Glenelg Hopkins senior
waterways officer Chris
Wilson said 15,000 plants
had gone in across 15 sites
around the Warrnam-
bool waterways.

Community members
including landholders, local
groups, students and staff
from Emmanuel and King's
colleges have helped with
the project.

Mr Wilson said native

plants were necessary along
waterways to replace inva-
sive and non-native species,
to stabilise the banks and
provide shelter and habitat
for native animals, in and out
of the water.

"This waterway project is
a real long-term investment
in the waterway health of the
rivers of Warrnambool," Mr
Wilson said.

"Having the school stu-
dents involved in the plant-
ing of these areas is a really
great way for them to gain an
understanding of the impor-
tance of our waterways and
the role native plants play
in waterway health and the
way they benefit our native
species.

"These students are the
people who are going to be
enjoying these plants once
they establish in years to
come and it's fantastic to
have them involved."

King's College teacher

and school chaplain Marko
Wakim said the students
loved getting their hands
dirty and knowing their ac-
tions helped make a differ-
ence.

He said the year nine
students participated in the
Merri River planting as part
of the college's community
services class and it was

followed by a spot of fishing
nearby to demonstrate the
various recreation options
rivers provided.

It is one of the year level's
many volunteering roles
with its 19 students often
helping out at the Salvation
Army op shop and at regular
rubbish clean-ups in the city.

MrWakim said the subject

highlighted the importance
of volunteering in the com-
munity and how the teen-
agers' skills could benefit
society.

"Hopefully it's something
they remember with fond-
ness that they can take with
them into adulthood and
maybe they'll be the ones to
encourage and inspire other

young people to volunteer
later on," MrWakim said.

The planting activities are
a part of an overall $1.02mil-
lion Victorian government
investment in the Rivers
of Warrnambool Flagship
Project to protect, improve
and restore the health of the
waterways surroundingWar-
rnambool.

Large planting to protect species future in ourwaterways
#

Areal
long-term
investment
ChrisWilson

King's College year nine student Logan Brown planting along theMerri River. Top
right, EstherWakim and, bottom right, Toby Pearce. Pictures by Anthony Brady

Warrnambool

MadeleineMcNeil

Environment

Wind turbine catches fire
Wind farm operator Pacific Blue is
investigating the cause of a fire in a
turbine at Yambuk on August 27. The
incident happened at the Yambuk wind
farm off the Princes Highway about
9.30am. A CFA spokesman said one of
the wind turbines caught fire at the top.

He said crewsmonitored the fire from
the ground in case any sparks dropped.
The incident was marked under control
at 10.09am but emergency services
remained in the area to monitor the
situation. The spokesman said the last
appliance left the scene at 12.40pm and
that the cause would be investigated.
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Relevant Person Consultation:

ConocoPhillips Australia
Otway Exploration Drilling Program

Formore information:
E: otway@conocophillips.com | T: 07 3182 7122
conocophillips.com.au

The Environmental Planning Area covers the area
assessedwithin the Environment Plan and encompasses
awide range of habitats andmarine species, cultural
values and socio-economic activities

ConocoPhillips Australia is continuing to develop an Environment Plan for the proposed
offshore Otway Exploration Drilling Program that consists of seabed surveys and the
drilling of up to six explorationwells in exploration permitsVIC/P79 andT/49P, located in
Commonwealth waters.

ConocoPhillips Australia is releasing draft Environment Plan chapters to support consultation
and has extended consultation on the proposed activity until 30 September 2023, after
which time wewill pause consultation so we can collate a submission to NOPSEMA for public
comment and assessment. Relevant persons can view the draft Environment Plan chapters
and information on how to provide feedback via the consultation hub by scanning the QR
code below or can request copies of the draft chapters and other relevant information, by
contacting ConocoPhillips Australia.

We are asking relevant persons to provide feedback by 30 September 2023.

SCAN HERE
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Imagine yourself in Bali?
Come visit Warrnambool Oriental Massage,

one of our 20 stores in Victoria.

RelaxHeal and rejuvenate
Upstairs at rear of 80-82 Liebig Street, Warrnambool

PH 0437 211 614
www.angelspa.com.au

Massage

will beherebefore youknow it.
Christmas
Why not wish your customers a

Happy Christmas in our
Christmas Wishes feature to appear on

Saturday 16th December.
Contact our friendly team on

03 5320 1278 or classifieds.victoria@
austcommunitymedia.com.au

today to book
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A 2013 JURGENS
SKYGAZER J2205. In
very good cond., new
awning, new wheels &
tyres, new bra cover,
Alco hitch with (ESC)
elec. stability control,
gas/elec. hot water full
ensuite, solar panel with
batt., single beds con-
vert to double. Reg.
V9947. $33,000 ono.

0437 936 469.

Public Notices

Caravans and Motor
Homes

JAYCO DOVE 03
Sleeps 5, 12v & solar,
diesel heater, awning,
bed flies, inner spring
mattress, 11'6", 868kg.
$10,999. PORT FAIRY.

0409 148 468

REGENT Caravan,
single beds, good cond.
$24,000

0418 528 468

ALL
OUR

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDSASSIFIED

APPEAR
ONLINE

CRUSADER 2014,
Bush pack "4x4", full
ensuite-toilet, shower,
washing machine,
queen bed, club lounge,
rev. cycle air, 12 volt,
18', 2000kg. $36,990.
PORT FAIRY.

0409 148 468.

QUINTREX 450
Fishabout, 2014, 13 hrs.
Yamaha 60hp 4 stroke
outboard. $20,000.

03 5595 1113.

MARS CAMPER
TRAILER, Multi room,
Queen Pillowtop
mattress, Electronic
Brakes, Water tank,
Heavy duty battery, Off
road suspension and
Hitch, good wheels and
tyres, Anderson plug,
Rear kitchen, Electric
water pump, Porta
Potty, Jerry can holder.
Ideal for holidays, easy
to tow, 2 Gas bottle
holders, Rego X09996,
Priced to sell $4250
ONO, 0407 547 411

COROMAL 2010, light
weight 1030kg, only 14'
9" long, double island
bed, cafe dinette,
elevated fridge, 12 volt
system. $16,990. PORT
FAIRY. 0409 148 468.

BOAT FOR SALE 2001
Savage 380 Jabiru
15 HP 2 stroke Yamaha
motor
Lowrance Hook finder,
bimini, front casting
deck and extras
Rego to March 2024
$3,900 ono
0409258848

Start your journalism career
with the most rewarding traineeship
in the industry — at the forefront of
digital news in regional Australia.

10 traineeships available
Over 12 months you will be embedded in
a dynamic multimedia newsroom, working
across breaking and daily news to cover
local, regional and national issues in an
ethical and independent team. Learn from
experienced journalists and editors telling
the stories that celebrate, define and
strengthen the community where you live.
Develop your multimedia, data and social
news skills on our national digital news
desk to keep an audience of more than
four million Australians across over 100
brands informed and entertained.

Your growth and development
Our bespoke on-the-job training
program includes the latest digital tools
and techniques, video and audio, data
journalism, photography, social media,
audience and engagement, and practical
media law.

Locations available
• The Canberra Times (ACT)
• Newcastle Herald (NSW)
• The Border Mail

(Albury/Wodonga, VIC)
• The Examiner (Launceston, TAS)
• Illawarra Mercury

(Wollongong, NSW)
• The Courier (Ballarat, VIC)
• The Standard (Warrnambool, VIC)
• Central Western Daily (Orange, NSW)

• Bendigo Advertiser (Bendigo, VIC)
• The Daily Advertiser

(Wagga Wagga, NSW).

Required skills
• Exceptional written and

verbal communication skills.
• Demonstrated news writing

and production skills.
• Demonstrated news multimedia

skills, including video.
• Excellent general and current

affairs knowledge.
• Passion for journalism and its

role in society, especially
regional communities.

• High academic performance.
• An inquiring mind.
• Ability to thrive in a fast-paced,

deadline-focused environment.
• Australia-wide mobility.

Qualifications
Bachelor’s degree in
Communications, Journalism,
or a related field as a minimum.

Benefits
• Extensive and immersive

editorial training opportunities
• Competitive annual salary
• Join Australia’s largest

independently-owned news
organisation, ACM.

Your journalism career starts here.
APPLY NOW. Applications close Friday, December 1

Positions VacantBoats and
Accessories

COROMAL 2018, 20.6ft
set up, ready to go.
Everything inc, full en-
suite, Qbed, wash
/mach, fresh water and
gray water tanks, solar,
plus more. In great
cond. $54,000.

0428 391 182

A VAN CRUISELINER
ADVENTURE PLUS

2020 MODEL
Top of range off road
model. Extras inc ACCO
stability control, An-
nexe, Outdoor cooker /
BBQ and much more.
$39,000 0409453954.

Caravans &
Camping

A'VAN 2004, 15ft. One
owner, single beds,
innerspring mattress,
m/wave, gas cooktop,
battery, 12V lights.
Good cond. $14,000.

0408 368 939

GALVANISED Trailers
tandems, single axles,
hydraulic tippers, stock
crates. From $1950.

www.trailerguy.com.au
PORT FAIRY.
0409 148 468.

Caravans and Motor
Homes

Trailers

LOTUS SPRINT '08,
semi off-road, 24ft fami-
ly van, bunks, QS bed,
separate shower, toilet
(new), rev. cycle a/c,
solar x 3, batt. x 2, roller
rocker susp. shockers,
2 x 95ltr water tanks, 1
grey water tank, full
annexe, compressor
fridge, L shape lounge,
converts to extra bed,
full stove, grill & oven
(never used). Lots of
storage, 12 mths reg,
Tare 2260. GVM 2900.
Awesome van that can
be taken off the beaten
track. $46,000.

0427 508 990.

REBECCA

Long hair, sexy

Streaming service

0447 083 468

JAYCO Freedom Pop-
top 2004.17ft. 2 Single
beds 2 new tyres. New
awning. As new annex.
6 months rego.
R/N Q46 949 $16,000

03 55232821.
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between
16 November and 18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P located in
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and
28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to amaximum of six exploration wells in
water depths ranging from 53m to 500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

22yo First Time
Warnambool

Everything In/Out
0459 975 902

MERCEDES 1734 SEMI TRAILER
with cattle crate

No further use. As new floor, airbag
suspension, V6 340 HP, 10 speed gearbox.

XJV-5JV. Cattle crate can be removed
for hay cartage.

$19,990 neg. 0417 613 806

Caravans and Motor
Homes

Public Notices Adult ServicesTrucks
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 

comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 

18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 

on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 

https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 

undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 

of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 

surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 

maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 

500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 

2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 

the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 

and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

Introductions

Health - Professional Practitioners

Lifestyle & Entertainment Notices

Garage sale
of the century
List your sale at Buy Search Sell.

Call 13 11 13

A bit more  
grunt
Upgrade your vehicle 
at Buy Search Sell.

Removal of vehicle notice

Take note that in accordance with Section 237 of the Local Government Act 1999, the
following vehicle has been removed from the place stated in this notice:

Make/Model        Registration   Removed from        Date  Removed             Time  RemovedMake/Model        Registration   Removed from        Date  Removed             Time  Removed
Hyundai Sedan    WZC002         Milne  Road,              27 October 2023         3.26pmHyundai Sedan    WZC002         Milne  Road,              27 October 2023         3.26pm
                                                                    Modbury Heights                                                                    Modbury Heights

Council has been unable to locate the registered owner of this vehicle.  If you are theCouncil has been unable to locate the registered owner of this vehicle.  If you are the
registered owner of this vehicle, contact the City of Tea Tree Gully on 8397 7313.registered owner of this vehicle, contact the City of Tea Tree Gully on 8397 7313.

If the registered owner of the vehicle does not take possession of the vehicle and allIf the registered owner of the vehicle does not take possession of the vehicle and all
expenses related to the removal, custody and maintenance of the vehicle and ofexpenses related to the removal, custody and maintenance of the vehicle and of
publishing this notice are not paid within one month of the date of this notice, Councilpublishing this notice are not paid within one month of the date of this notice, Council
will take steps to sell or dispose of the vehicle in accordance with Section 237 of thewill take steps to sell or dispose of the vehicle in accordance with Section 237 of the
Local Government Act 1999.Local Government Act 1999.

For more information, please contact us on 08 8397 7444 or visitFor more information, please contact us on 08 8397 7444 or visit
www.teatreegully.sa.gov.auwww.teatreegully.sa.gov.au

 BACHELOR OF THE WEEK

Successful Professional educated tall fit outgoing 50s single

never married no children, confident adventurous well

travelled who enjoys the finer things in life with a widetravelled who enjoys the finer things in life with a wide

variety of interests. Desires marriage & children in the nearvariety of interests. Desires marriage & children in the near

future with a bright active honest genuine loving likemindedfuture with a bright active honest genuine loving likeminded

woman, of any nationality. To meet simply call Sincerewoman, of any nationality. To meet simply call Sincere

Introductions Est 1976 on 08 84104888 or come into 100aIntroductions Est 1976 on 08 84104888 or come into 100a

Currie St Adelaide OPEN 11am to 5pm Mon to Sat Currie St Adelaide OPEN 11am to 5pm Mon to Sat 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE TODAY

Ph. 08 84104888 / 0424468464

Sincere Introductions Est. 1976

100a Currie St Adelaide SA 5000100a Currie St Adelaide SA 5000

OPEN 11am to 5pm Mon-SatOPEN 11am to 5pm Mon-Sat

GENUINE SINGLES OVER 40
SAFE & SECURE BE INTRODUCED TODAY 

42yo petite Asian Doctor

48yo cute fun secretary48yo cute fun secretary

53yo stylish fun executive53yo stylish fun executive

56yo dte outgoing blonde56yo dte outgoing blonde

59yo slim trim terrific nurse59yo slim trim terrific nurse

62yo funloving romantic62yo funloving romantic

65yo cute loving teacher65yo cute loving teacher

69yo slim stylish manager69yo slim stylish manager

73yo youthful fun widow73yo youthful fun widow

78yo cute slim retiree78yo cute slim retiree

43yo athletic single dad43yo athletic single dad

49yo stylish executive49yo stylish executive

54yo funloving manager54yo funloving manager

58yo tall athletic tradie58yo tall athletic tradie

64yo Italian businessman64yo Italian businessman

67yo dte fun tradesman67yo dte fun tradesman

73yo stylish executive73yo stylish executive

78yo fun dte romantic78yo fun dte romantic

82yo fit fun retiree 82yo fit fun retiree 

88yo youthful widower88yo youthful widower

SINGLE LADIES AVAILABLESINGLE LADIES AVAILABLE SINGLE MEN AVAILABLESINGLE MEN AVAILABLE

Mega DentalMega Dental
Appointments at Appointments at 

Ascot Park & Prospect call LeonAscot Park & Prospect call Leon

Kadina ✓ Port Pirie ✓ Clare  ✓ Whyalla ✓ Mt Gambier ✓Kadina ✓ Port Pirie ✓ Clare  ✓ Whyalla ✓ Mt Gambier ✓
Tanunda ✓Broken Hill ✓Tanunda ✓Broken Hill ✓

1800 718 4501800 718 450

NEW DENTURES & REPAIRS

ACCEPT ALL
Health Benefits ✓  DVA  ✓ Government Vouchers ✓

Appointments at Glynde & Salisbury with WasylAppointments at Glynde & Salisbury with Wasyl

Dentures Direct

1800 700 711

ASIAN LADY SPECIALIST
Exclusive Introduction AgencyExclusive Introduction Agency

We have a large database ofWe have a large database of
Quality Asian Ladies.Quality Asian Ladies.

Seeking Genuine Relationships.Seeking Genuine Relationships.
☞ w w w. m p c v i c t o r i a . c o m
■ j e n @ m p c v i c t o r i a . c o m

☎ 0 4 2 0 5 4 3 2 9 8
☎ 0 4 2 4 3 9 4 6 8 8☎ 0 4 2 4 3 9 4 6 8 8

  Adoption of Community Land Management
Plans (CLMPs)

NOTICE is hereby given that at the City of Playford
Ordinary Council meeting held on 26 September 2023Ordinary Council meeting held on 26 September 2023
Council resolved to adopt the updated CLMPs,Council resolved to adopt the updated CLMPs,
pursuant to section 198(4) of the Local Governmentpursuant to section 198(4) of the Local Government

Act 1999.Act 1999.

Environment  
Protection Authority

LICENCE CONDITION RELAXATIONS 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 46 of the 
Environment Protection Act 1993, of the proposal to vary 
licence 50757 held by the CU-RIVER PORT AUSTRALIA 
PTY LTD for their site located at the former Port Augusta 
power station site, Power Station Road, PORT AUGUSTA.

In simple terms, this proposed variation involves the 
alteration of a licence condition that requires the licensee 
to provide the EPA with a financial assurance of $2.4m. 
This is to ensure funds are available to meet closure 
obligations associated with the site in the event the 
licensee is not able to fulfil them. The condition was 
initially added to the licence in May 2019. In order to 
reflect progress made with site rehabilitation since 2019 
and the associated reduction in the remaining costs 
required, the amount of financial assurance required is 
proposed to be reduced to $1.075m.

Written public comment is invited and must be received 
by 5.00 p.m. on 6th December 2023.

Submissions for relaxations 
may be emailed to 
epalicensing@sa.gov.au 
or posted to:  
Regions & Licensing Services, EPA  
GPO Box 2607  
Adelaide SA 5001.
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Did you know
you can place your 
QR code into your 

Classified Ad?

will beherebefore youknow it.
Christmas

Why not wish your customers a
Happy Christmas in our

Christmas Wishes feature to appear on
Saturday 16th December.

Contact our friendly team on
1300 363 789 or classifieds.western@

austcommunitymedia.com.au
today to book
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

KENTISH COUNCIL
APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMIT
The following applications have been received 
under Section 57 of the Land Use Planning & 
Approvals Act 1993:

Application No.: K-DA060/2023 
Site: 27 Williams Road, Wilmot
Proposal: Visitor Accommodation 

– proposed Caravan 
Park Sites (x12) with 
underground power.

Application No.: K-DA069/2023 
Site: Lot 1 Smith Road, Roland 

(CT231813/1)
Proposal: Residential – proposed 

Dwelling.

The applications and associated materials 
will be available for inspection at the Council 
office during normal office hours or at 
www.kentish.tas.gov.au for a period of 14 days 
from the date of publication of this notice (not 
including 1 December 2023). In accordance 
with Section 57(5) of the Land Use Planning 
& Approvals Act 1993 any person may make 
representation in relation to the proposals by 
letter addressed to the General Manager or email 
addressed to council@kentish.tas.gov.au by close 
of business 7 December 2023.

Dated at Sheffield this 22 November 2023.
Gerald Monson
GENERAL MANAGER
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So you booked a garage sale ad?
Still have leftover items?

List all your leftover items for sale with us and receive

25% off.
*Conditions apply. Ad must be booked within 14 days of your garage sale ad.

Connect with Classifieds

Garage
SALE

ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE ACT 1935

Notice to Creditors

Donald Lawrence Viney, late of Umina Park
Nursing Home, Burnie in Tasmania, Deceased;
Creditors, next of kin and others having claims
in respect of the estate of the deceased, who
died on 19 June 2023, are required by the
Personal Representatives, Alan Graeme Smith
and Noel Edward Bottle, to send particulars of
such claim to the Personal Representatives C/-
Rod Glover Legal Lawyers & Conveyancers, PO
Box 42, Wynyard in Tasmania by 22 December
2023, after which date the Personal
Representatives may distribute the assets
having regard only to the claims of which the
Personal Representatives then have notice

Dated this 22nd day of November 2023

ROD GLOVER LEGAL
Practitioners for the Personal Representatives

Notice of Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of Cradle Coast 
Authority will be held on Tuesday, 12th of 
December 2023 at 9.30am at Cradle Coast 
Authority, 1-3 Spring Street, Burnie. 
The business of the meeting is to present the 
Annual Report. 
Any queries please contact Cradle Coast 
Authority via email admin@cradlecoast.com
or phone 6433 8400. 
The Hon Sid Sidebottom
Chairman TA5877840

 In the General Division - Resource & Planning Stream

A hearing has been listed for the following matter/s:

No & Details Date of Hearing

P2023/19 30 Arthur Street,  Tues 28 - Wed 29
Shearwater November 2023
 10.00 am

Any person, who complies with the statutory requirements, 
may apply to be made a party to the proceedings 
forthwith, in writing to GPO Box 1311, Hobart 7001 or 
email resourceplanning@tascat.tas.gov.au.

Please read information on the Tribunal’s website at 
www.tascat.tas.gov.au regarding attending Tribunal 
hearings and COVID-19 safety requirements.

Tribunal offices: 38 Barrack Street, Hobart 
Postal Address: GPO Box 1311, Hobart
Email: resourceplanning@tascat.tas.gov.au

www.burnie.tas.gov.au

BURNIE CITY COUNCIL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LAND USE PERMIT
(Section 57(3) Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993) 

Application for use and development of land has been 
received:-

Application No:  DA 2023/103 

Site: 2-10 Massy-Greene Drive SOUTH 
BURNIE - CT 165351/7 

Proposal: Convert exiting billboard sign into 
an Illuminated sign 

Discretionary Matters:  Reliant on performance criteria 
for grant of permit – Clause 
C1.6.1 (P1.2), C1.6.2 (P1) & 
C1.6.3 (P1) 

The application may be viewed at the Burnie City Council 
Offices, 80 Wilson Street, Burnie between 8.30am - 
5.00pm Monday to Friday inclusive or on Council’s 
website at – www.burnie.tas.gov.au/permits 

Any person may make representation relating to an 
application in writing addressed to the General Manager, 
Burnie City Council, PO Box 973, Burnie 7320 or
burnie@burnie.tas.gov.au by no later than 5.00pm on
6 December 2023 

Dated: 22 November 2023 

Simon Overland
GENERAL MANAGER TA
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AGM & Annual 
Report 2022-2023
Members of the 
community are invited 
to make submissions 
regarding the Draft 
Annual Report 2022-
2023.

Submissions are for 
discussion at the Annual 
General Meeting to 
be held on Tuesday 
12 December 2023 at 
4.50pm at the West 
Coast Council, 11 Sticht 
Street Queenstown. 
Submissions should be 
in writing to the General 
Manager, PO Box 63 
Queenstown Tas 7467, 
or sent via email to 
communityconsultation@
w e s t c o a s t . t a s . g o v. a u 
and received no later 
than close of business 
Thursday 7 December 
2023.

The draft Annual 
Report is available 
to view at Council’s 
Agencies and website
www.westcoast.tas.gov.au 

Enquires should be 
directed to Council’s 
Executive Officer at
e a @ w e s t c o a s t . t a s .
gov.au or by calling
(03) 6471 4721. 

David Midson 
GENERAL
MANAGER

Ordinary Meeting 
of Council

An Ordinary Meeting of 
Council will be held at 
the West Coast Council 
Chambers, 11 Sticht 
Street Queenstown on 
Tuesday 28 November 
2023, commencing at 
5.00pm.

Meeting attendance 
is via registration and 
is subject to Council’s 
Covid-19 safety 
procedures. 

The public may view the 
meeting Live by visiting
www.westcoast.tas.gov.au
and following the prompts. 

Questions without notice 
can be submitted to 
Council via the General 
Manager, 7 days prior to 
the day of the meeting. 

Public questions and 
attendance registration, 
should be submitted to 
ea@westcoast.tas.gov.au
or post to PO Box 63 
Queenstown 7467. 

The Agenda will be 
available on Council’s 
website from Thursday 
23 November 2023. 

David Midson 

GENERAL
MANAGER
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Connect with Classifieds
Phone: 1300 363 789

Email: classifieds@theadvocate.com.au
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City of Melbourne Draft Place and 
Road Naming Policy and Guidelines 
open for community consultation
Council has drafted a Place and Road Naming Policy and 

Guidelines for community feedback.  

Under the draft policy, Melburnians will have a greater say 

in naming new and unnamed lanes, roads and public spaces, 

with an emphasis on correcting the imbalance that sees 

women and Aboriginal culture underrepresented. 

The policy also shifts to a community-led naming approach, 

Visit Participate Melbourne to have your say before Wednesday 

20 December 2023 at participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/

place-and-road-naming-policy

For more information please  

visit our website melbourne.vic.gov.au

HERITAGE ACT 2017
Registered Heritage Place No H1719, Permit Number P38639

FORMER ST KILDA RAILWAY STATION COMPLEX 352
CANTERBURY ROAD AND 60 FITZROY STREET ST KILDA,
PORT PHILLIP CITY

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT an application under Section 93 of the
Heritage Act 2017 for a permit for works to undertake internal
renovations to join two tenancies including enclosure of outdoor
verandah, obstruction of original features, installation of fireplace,
new outdoor seating area, alterations to existing entry, and internal
demolition of original fabric has been lodged with the Executive
Director, Heritage Victoria.

A copy of the application is available for inspection at www.heritage.
vic.gov.au or at the offices of Heritage Victoria between the hours of
10.00am and 4.00pm, by appointment only.
Telephone (03) 7022 6373 to make an appointment.

Any person may lodge a submission in respect of the application
within 14 days of publication of this notice. Submissions must be in
writing and addressed to Heritage Victoria PO Box 500 Melbourne
8002. Please note that any written submission received will be
treated as a public document.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HERITAGE VICTORIA

Law Notices

CREDITORS NOTICE
Lexie Patricia Luly, late of 17-21
Ashley Street, Reservoir, Victoria,
Teacher, Deceased.
Creditors, next-of-kin and others
having claims in respect of the
estate of the Deceased, who died
on 17 November 2022, are
required by the Executor, Eleni
Prineas to send particulars of their
claim to them, care of the
undermentioned solicitors, by 60
days, after which date, they may
convey or distribute the assets,
having regard only to the claims of
which they then has notice.
VELOCITY LEGAL
PO Box 24071, Melbourne VIC 3001

Local Government
Tenders

TENDERS are invited for:

MP000768
Physical Access and

Remote Access Control
Small and Medium
Council Buildings

Tender closes at 11:00am AEST
on Wednesday 13 December

2023.
Tender documents may be

obtained by visiting Council's
website at

www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
tenders

Tenders

Expression of Interest
Construction of a New
Administration & Music
Building, Emmanuel College
St Paul’s Campus, Altona
North, VIC 3025

Registered Building Contractors
are invited to register their
interest for the construction of
a new 2 storey 2250m2
administration and music
building and associated
external works, tendering in
early February 2024.
To receive the Request for EOI
documentation please register
your interest to:

Attention:
Ben Di Clemente of Watson
Young Architects
Email:
ben.d@watsonyoung.com.au
Deadline: 2pm on 29/11/2023

APARTMENTS AND FLATS
TO RENT
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between 
16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and 28 km 
offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a 
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in 
water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no 
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

To advertise 
in our Tenders 
classification

Would you

like to

advertise a

Tender or

Expressions

of Interest?

To advertise in our Auctions classification

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE 
AN UPCOMING AUCTION?

PROPOSED DISCONTINUANCE AND SALE OF ROAD
ADJOINING THE PROPERTIES AT 3-5, 7, 9 AND 15

FITZROY STREET, ST KILDA VIC 3182

PUBLIC NOTICE INVITING SUBMISSIONS UNDER
SECTION 223

Port Phillip City Council (“Council”), gives notice under section
206 and clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act
1989 (“1989 Act”) and section 114 of the Local Government Act
2020 that Council proposes to discontinue the road adjoining
the properties at 3-5, 7, 9 and 15 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda
VIC 3182, being the land contained in certificate of title volume
2591 folio 074 and as shown hatched on the plan below, and
to sell that land to the owner of the properties at 3-5, 7, 9 and
15 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda VIC 3182.

Further information regarding the proposal can be obtained
from Port Phillip City Council (Kate Psomotragos via phone:
03 8563 7885).
Any person may make a submission on the proposal.
Any person wishing to make a submission must do so in
writing by Wednesday 20 December 2023.
Submissions should be submitted via Council’s website or
addressed to Kate Psomotragos and posted to Port Phillip City
Council, Private Bag 3, St Kilda, Victoria 3182. Submissions
can also be hand delivered to 99A Carlisle Street, St Kilda 3182.
All submissions will be considered in accordance with section
223 of the 1989 Act. No further community consultation
process will be undertaken.
Any person making a submission is entitled to request in the
submission that the person wishes to appear in person, or
to be represented by a person specified in the submission,
at a meeting to be heard in support of that submission.
Any person requesting to appear in person or to be represented
by a person specified in his or her submission will be notified
of the day, time and place of the meeting of the Council or of
a committee determined by the Council to hear submissions.
Following consideration of submissions, Council may resolve
not to discontinue the road or to discontinue the road and
either sell the land from that road or retain the land.

CHRIS CARROLL
Chief Executive Officer

G13072767AA-211123

Promote 
your school
The Age is the perfect news environment to engage 
a high value audience and promote your school 
or educational institution.

For more information, contact John Clements 
on jclements@nine.com.au  or 0467 806 955

Be an 
informed 
investor
commercialrealestate.com.au/news

Local Government
Tenders

Tenders are invited for

Negotiation RFT 100042

Design Works for Airport West
and Coronation Kindergartens

Closing Date & Time
Monday, 18 December 2023,

at 5:00 PM

Tender documents can be
downloaded free of charge by
visiting Council's e-tendering
website https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/
how-do-i/apply/tenders/.

Submissions are to be lodged as
detailed in the documentation via
the e-tendering website no later
than the specified closing date and
time.

Late, emailed, hard copied or
facsimiled submissions will not be
accepted. Council is not bound to
accept the lowest or any tender.

Helen Sui
Chief Executive Officer
.

Tenders are invited for

Negotiation RFT 100041

177A Mount Alexander Road
Pocket Park Construction

Closing Date & Time
Monday, 18 December 2023,

at 5:00 PM

Tender documents can be
downloaded free of charge by
visiting Council's e-tendering
website https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/
how-do-i/apply/tenders/.

Submissions are to be lodged as
detailed in the documentation via
the e-tendering website no later
than the specified closing date and
time.

Late, emailed, hard copied or
facsimiled submissions will not be
accepted. Council is not bound to
accept the lowest or any tender.

Helen Sui
Chief Executive Officer
.

Colleges and Schools

Mordialloc College
has vacancies for

Teacher of French - Yrs 7 to 10 - Ongoing
An outstanding opportunity to join our dynamic teaching team in

a high performing school culture.
For further information please go to Recruitment Online:

www.edupay.eduweb.vic.gov.au
Any enquiries please phone the College Principal on 9580 1184

www.mcsc.vic.edu.au

COOLANGATTA BEACHFRONT
RESORT UNIT

Fully Furnished. Sleeps 6.
Available 23rd December,
For 2 weeks. Best offer.

Please contact 0418 206 576



MERIMBULA RSL CLUB - PERM PART 
BAR SUPERVISOR

Essential*RSA&RCG
Preferred*Experience in running a bar
*Supervising staff
Must be able to work days/nights and 
weekends
To apply please email your resume and cover 
letter to  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au
Applications close Wednesday 29th November 
2023 at 5pm.
(Only short listed applicants will be contacted)
Area:  MERIMBULA NSW 2548 
Ph:  0264951502 
Email:  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au

Positions Vacant

FULL TIME CHEFS WANTED!!!
Club Bega Limited, located at 82 Gipps Street,
BEGA NSW 2550, is currently seeking talented
and dedicated Full Time Chefs for the daily
operation of our busy kitchen

Major duties of Chef:
Plan and develop menus, specials, and
specialty menus
Analyse recipes to assign prices to menu
items, based on food, labour, and overhead
costs; & Ordering food and supplies
Assisting in maintaining high standards and
quality in food items and dishes at all times
including preparation and presentation.
Ensuring an exceptional and consistent level
of service in a clean and professional
environment by adhering to OH&Smethods;
& Actively participate in regular team
meetings.
Follow standard recipes and preparation
procedures set by the company for the
preparation and cooking of food
Assisting the kitchen team in maintaining
and controlling the hygiene and aesthetics
in all areas of the food operation to a high
standard.
Following directives as set by senior kitchen
staff to ensure high and consistent
standards.
Reporting to management and recording all
wastage, breakages, damages, and loss of
assets, using the appropriate form
Participation in regular training and
development sessions
Participate in hiring kitchen team members
and conduct required training
demonstrating techniques and advising on
cooking procedures including (but not
limited to) freezing and preserving of food

Work experience: At least three years'
experience in a fast-paced kitchen is preferred
Education/Skills: Relevant Qualifications in
Commercial Cookery
Salary: A$65,000–A$75,000 + Superannuation
Annual Leave: 4 weeks
Working Hours: 38 Hrs per week

Interested candidates, please send your
resume to:  dave@clubbega.com.au

Pambula & District Community
Development Ltd

Seeking Volunteer Board Members

Become part of a forward thinking Board
and help reshape the future of community
banking in Bega Valley Shire and Bombala
area.

Our company has been established for fifteen
years to provide support for our communities
through banking services and by returning
profits to Community groups. Pambula &
District Community Development Limited
(PDCDL) is a franchisee of Bendigo Bank and
operates the locally owned Community Bank
branches in Pambula and Bega, as well as a
new office in Bombala.

Role and Responsibility:
As a director you will be,

Motivated, well organised, self-directed
and most importantly, community orientated.

Support and drive the company's
strategic direction, goals and objectives to
have a real say in the future direction of this
dynamic business and its support of our
community.

As part of an important process of Board
renewal, PDCDL is searching for new Board
Directors with relevant skills and
experience in the key areas of
Community, Communication, Corporate
Governance and Leadership. PDCDL is in a
strong financial position, with a highly skilled
volunteer Board and staff.

Send your covering letter and CV, or
questions to Graham Stubbs at

 Pambulacommunitybank gmail.com
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

BEGA SPECIAL STORE CATTLE SALE
THURSDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2023 10AM
600...............  CATTLE .................600
350 Steers 8 months to 24 months
200 Heifers 8 months to 24 months
50  Cows with Calves

Please view full listing of this sale at:
herdonline.com.au

BEGA ASSOCIATED AGENTS
CHESTER & SMITH PELL RIXON
0408 286 312 0408 604 297

Livestock

FULL TIME COOK/S WANTED!!!
Club Bega Ltd trading as Club Bega located at
82 Gipps Street, Bega, NSW, 2550, is currently
seeking talented and dedicated Full Time Cook
for the daily operation of our busy kitchen

Major duties of Cook:
Must display excellent prep, cooking and
plating skills
Strong emphasis on quality and consistency
of dishes
Demonstrate a keen Interest in growing
food trends and techniques
Work with the management team on food
preparation and seasonal menu planning
Stock ordering
A sound knowledge of food safety, hygiene
and WHS numbers
Above average customer care and service
skills
Immaculate presentation and grooming
Ability to handle large service numbers
Cook needs to be able to train our junior

team on cooking techniques and procedures
Discuss customer requirements and request
with the frost on house team

Work experience: At least three years'
experience in a fast-paced kitchen is preferred
Education/Skills: At least Certificate III in
Commercial Cookery or Hospitality
Salary: A$65,000–A$75,000 + Superannuation
Annual Leave: 4 weeks
Working Hours: 38 Hrs per week

Interested candidates, please send your
resume to:  dave@clubbega.com.au

SAVE
TIME, 
SUBMIT
ONLINE
Place your 
classifi ed ad 
anytime 24/7
ad .com.audirect

The AGM of the Pig &
Whistle Fleet Club Inc
(Tathra Wharf Museum)

will be held on
Saturday 25 November,

3.00pm, at
The Museum Wharf Rd,

Tathra. All welcome.

Current Vacancies Bega NSW
Production Manager - Retail

We are looking for a strong people leader to join our Lagoon
St team in the Bega Valley and manage out Retail Production
(Stringers and portions)  If you have previous leadership
experience in manufacturing and FMCG, this could be the role
for you!

Please go to the website to access further
information about this vacancy and to apply

 www.begacheese.com.au

GPM Marine
Construction company looking for a Labourer

/Carpenter assistant to work at the wharf
project in Tathra

Works expected to continue till mid-2024

Requirements include a white card,
own transport, strong communication &

workmanship

Please  admin@gpmmarine.com.au
or  office on 02 9882 3755

Connect with  
Classifieds
Place a Classifieds ad

6492 1177  
 

Save time, submit online 24/7  
ad .com.au

Ongoing business advertising self service  enquiries: 
acmadonline@

Print and online packages available  throughout 
Australia

Emoji now available 

direct

classifieds@begadistrictnews.com.au

austcommunitymedia.com.au

Print and online packages available
throughout Australia

Advertising self service enquiries:
acmadonline@austcommunitymedia.com.au

Save time, submit online 24/7
addirect.com.au

Positions Vacant Public NoticesPositions Vacant

Connect with Classifi eds
Phone: 6492 1177

Email: classifieds@begadistrictnews.com.au
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Public Notices

COBDEN M.O.W. ROSTER
Thu. Nov 23: L & C Brown; Fri. Nov 24: S 
Oates; Sat. Nov 25: F & L Warden; Sun. 
Nov 26: D Brownlaw; Mon. Nov 27: S 
Oates & B Hallyburton; Tues. Nov 28: F & 
L Warden; Wed. Nov 29: M Beechey & J 
Bourke.
If you are unable to do Meals on Wheels 

on the days rostered please try to arrange 
a swap or phone Kate Daffy 5595 1020 or 
Fran Warden 5595 1241.
Recipients to cancel meals ring Cobden 

health 5595 3122.

Southern 
Waste

Disposal
Timboon Plumbing & Pumps P/L

• Septic tanks
• Grease traps & liquid waste pumped out
• Over 30 years experience in the industry.

68 Bailey Street, Timboon.
Phone 5598 3143

TIMBOON OPPORTUNITY SHOP
 Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 10-4pm
Sat: 9am-12noon

Check out the shed for furniture, 
study/of� ce desks, wheelchair 

and shower chair.

Christmas decorations, potted plants 
and lemons.

Check out TOPS page on Facebook 
or phone on 5598 3055  

CM
M

30
60

1C
P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Churches

Every Sunday at 10.30am
All welcome

This week's speaker: James O'Brien
Enquiries: James O'Brien 0429 960 821

Public Notices
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 11. Solace (11)
 14. Groundwork (11)
 18. Cairo resident (8)
 19. Large town (4)
 20. Spring back (6)
 21. Probable (6)
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 1. Segment (7)
 2. Paint without care (4)
 3. Remember (6)
 4. Soothing, as of sound (6)
 5. Flowers with tall, colourful  

spikes (8)
 6. Digitally captures a document (5)
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 13. Place into position (7)
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 16. Historical records (6)
 17. Lit-up (5)
 19. Breadlike pastry (4)
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BRAIN BOOSTER 
ANSWERS

Public Notices

Notice of 
meeting

corangamite.vic.gov.au

The next meeting of Council will 
be held on:
Tuesday 28 November at 7 pm 
Killara Centre, Manifold Street 
Camperdown
The meeting is open to the 
public, however, residents 
are encouraged to watch a 
livestream of the meeting 
on Council’s Facebook 
page facebook.com/
CorangamiteShire
The meeting will include an 
Open Forum, during which you 
may ask questions or make 
a statement. Questions and 
statements for the Open Forum 
by anyone not attending the 
meeting in person can be sent 
via email to governance@
corangamite.vic.gov.au no later 
than 12 pm on Tuesday  
28 November.

FOR LEASE 
BY TENDER

ELINGAMITE NORTH
450 ACRES – 182.11 HECTARES

2 YEAR TERM 
COMMENCING 

DECEMBER 1, 2023

Tenders close 
Thursday November 30, 2023 

at 3.00pm
For terms and conditions and a tender form

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted

219 Manifold Street Camperdown 
5593 2288

Alister Nash 0427 932 264

To Lease Wanted to Buy

TURN YOUR
SCRAP METAL

INTO CASH$$$
Radiators, engines, farm machinery, 
copper, brass, aluminium, lead, steel, 
sheets of iron, fencing wire, milk vats, 

hot water services etc.

GOOD PRICE OFFERED
Call Gerard between 8am-9pm
on 5566 5168 or 0409 245 895.

MILK VATS
PAYING

$150 - $1,000
Any reasonable 

condition considered

Phone Telly Katsaros on 0427 368 261

yes, it’s our local paper  

  Camperdown Chronicle      Terang Express  
   Cobden Timboon Coast Times      Mortlake Dispatch
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Public Notices

COBDEN M.O.W. ROSTER
Thu. Nov 23: L & C Brown; Fri. Nov 24: S 
Oates; Sat. Nov 25: F & L Warden; Sun. 
Nov 26: D Brownlaw; Mon. Nov 27: S 
Oates & B Hallyburton; Tues. Nov 28: F & 
L Warden; Wed. Nov 29: M Beechey & J 
Bourke.
If you are unable to do Meals on Wheels 

on the days rostered please try to arrange 
a swap or phone Kate Daffy 5595 1020 or 
Fran Warden 5595 1241.
Recipients to cancel meals ring Cobden 

health 5595 3122.

Southern 
Waste

Disposal
Timboon Plumbing & Pumps P/L

• Septic tanks
• Grease traps & liquid waste pumped out
• Over 30 years experience in the industry.

68 Bailey Street, Timboon.
Phone 5598 3143

TIMBOON OPPORTUNITY SHOP
 Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 10-4pm
Sat: 9am-12noon

Check out the shed for furniture, 
study/of� ce desks, wheelchair 

and shower chair.

Christmas decorations, potted plants 
and lemons.

Check out TOPS page on Facebook 
or phone on 5598 3055  

CM
M

30
60

1C
P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Churches

Every Sunday at 10.30am
All welcome

This week's speaker: James O'Brien
Enquiries: James O'Brien 0429 960 821

Public Notices
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JOKES

SUDOKU-1SUDOKU-2
 9 3 1 6 2 4 5 7 8 
 2 4 8 7 5 1 9 3 6 
 6 7 5 9 3 8 1 4 2 
 4 9 7 8 1 6 2 5 3 
 5 8 2 4 9 3 6 1 7 
 3 1 6 5 7 2 8 9 4 
 7 2 3 1 6 9 4 8 5 
 8 5 9 2 4 7 3 6 1 
 1 6 4 3 8 5 7 2 9

 7 5 3 8 2 4 9 6 1 
 8 2 6 9 7 1 3 5 4 
 1 4 9 5 3 6 8 2 7 
 4 7 5 3 8 2 6 1 9 
 9 1 8 4 6 7 2 3 5 
 6 3 2 1 5 9 7 4 8 
 3 9 4 2 1 8 5 7 6 
 5 6 1 7 9 3 4 8 2 
 2 8 7 6 4 5 1 9 3

ACROSS
 7. Nullify (6)
 8. Open with a key (6)
 9. Wild guess (4)
 10. Unfortunate happening (8)
 11. Solace (11)
 14. Groundwork (11)
 18. Cairo resident (8)
 19. Large town (4)
 20. Spring back (6)
 21. Probable (6)

DOWN
 1. Segment (7)
 2. Paint without care (4)
 3. Remember (6)
 4. Soothing, as of sound (6)
 5. Flowers with tall, colourful  

spikes (8)
 6. Digitally captures a document (5)
 12. Looking to purchase items (8)
 13. Place into position (7)
 15. Less experienced (6)
 16. Historical records (6)
 17. Lit-up (5)
 19. Breadlike pastry (4)
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W O R D S E A R C H

What do you call sad 
coffee?
Despresso!

Where does the 
General keep his 
armies?
In his sleevies!

What do you call a 
rooster staring at a 
pile of lettuce?
A chicken sees a salad!
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spikes (8)
 6. Digitally captures a document (5)
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BRAIN BOOSTER 
ANSWERS

Public Notices

Notice of 
meeting

corangamite.vic.gov.au

The next meeting of Council will 
be held on:
Tuesday 28 November at 7 pm 
Killara Centre, Manifold Street 
Camperdown
The meeting is open to the 
public, however, residents 
are encouraged to watch a 
livestream of the meeting 
on Council’s Facebook 
page facebook.com/
CorangamiteShire
The meeting will include an 
Open Forum, during which you 
may ask questions or make 
a statement. Questions and 
statements for the Open Forum 
by anyone not attending the 
meeting in person can be sent 
via email to governance@
corangamite.vic.gov.au no later 
than 12 pm on Tuesday  
28 November.

FOR LEASE 
BY TENDER

ELINGAMITE NORTH
450 ACRES – 182.11 HECTARES

2 YEAR TERM 
COMMENCING 

DECEMBER 1, 2023

Tenders close 
Thursday November 30, 2023 

at 3.00pm
For terms and conditions and a tender form

Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted

219 Manifold Street Camperdown 
5593 2288

Alister Nash 0427 932 264

To Lease Wanted to Buy

TURN YOUR
SCRAP METAL

INTO CASH$$$
Radiators, engines, farm machinery, 
copper, brass, aluminium, lead, steel, 
sheets of iron, fencing wire, milk vats, 

hot water services etc.

GOOD PRICE OFFERED
Call Gerard between 8am-9pm
on 5566 5168 or 0409 245 895.

MILK VATS
PAYING

$150 - $1,000
Any reasonable 

condition considered

Phone Telly Katsaros on 0427 368 261

yes, it’s our local paper  

  Camperdown Chronicle      Terang Express  
   Cobden Timboon Coast Times      Mortlake Dispatch
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RICHES -
Denise.
18.11.2023.
Your battle is over Denise.
Now resting peacefully
with Noel and Cameron.
Loved sister-in-law of
Norm (dec) and Marj.
Loved aunty of
Sandra and Ken, Vicki,
Carolyn and Cliff and
Kelman (dec).

RICHES -
Denise.
Loved niece of Jack and
Eily Mahoney (both dec).
Loved and frustrating
cousin of Brian (dec) and
Lesley (WA), Graham and
Maureen, Pam and Terry
Mullane, Helen and Brian
Benson, Kevin (dec),
Leanne and David Best
(WA), John and Sharon,
Peter, David and Jill.
Many memories.
Now at Peace.

WEDNESDAY, 

NOVEMBER 29

7.30pm 

at LAKE OVAL 
ROOMS

ALL WELCOME
Enquiries R. Adams

0410 407 032

COLAC & DISTRICT 
FOOTBALL UMPIRES 

ASSOCIATION

AGM

Apex 
Pre-School

AGMAGM
We are delighted to 
welcome all existing 

and new parents 
and guardians to our 

2023/2024 Annual 
General Meeting.

Date: Thursday, 
November 23 

Location: Babil
Finger food provided
We look forward to 
seeing you all there
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

CLASSIFIEDS
To place an advertisement...

(03) 5231 5322

classifi eds@colacherald.com

Offi ce hours
Monday to Thursday 8:30am to 5:00pm
Friday 8:30am to 4pm
Deadlines
Monday edition

Word adverts: 4pm Friday
Display adverts: 3pm Friday or 11am if proof 
required
Death & Funeral notices: 11.30am Sunday
Wednesday edition
Word adverts: 12 noon Tuesday
Display adverts: 12 noon Tuesday or 9am if 
proof required
Death & Funeral notices: 11.30am Tuesday
Friday edition
Word adverts: 12 noon Thursday
Display adverts: 12 noon Thursday or 9am if 
proof required
Death & Funeral notices: 11.30am Thursday
Advertisement proofs
Any two or three column advertisements requiring 
proofs must be submitted 3 hours prior to deadline. 
Proofs are not provided for single column and line 
advertisements.
Advertising conditions
Advertiser’s full name and address must be supplied 
even if it is not included in the advertisement.

Birth notices require the signatures of both parents if 
both are mentioned in the advert before being accepted. 
These notices must be placed in person.

Wedding and Engagement notices require the 
signatures of both parties before being accepted. 

Death notices will only be published after family notices 
from the funeral director or the immediate family. 
Where authorisation cannot be verifi ed, notices will be 
held over.

Advertising cats and dogs for sale. Victorian 
Domestic Animals Act 1994 states all dogs and cats be 
microchipped before being given away or sold. Each 
animal advertised must contain a unique microchip 
number and also a source number of the seller from 
the Pet Exchange Register or the business registered 
number and council from where it is registered.

Motors advertisers. Private vendors of motor cars 
advertised for sale must include the price of the vehicle 
and either a registration number of the vehicle (if 
registered) or the engine number (if unregistered).

Found advertisements are published free. Simply 
provide us with the details for publishing.

Advertisements must be pre-paid unless the client has 
an existing account with the Colac Herald. Accounts 
must be paid for on the due date shown on the account.
Advertisers responsibility
Every business must honour its obligations under the 
Australian Consumer Law. Businesses must not make 
false, misleading or deceptive claims about a product 
or service.
Copyright
Greenstone Media being the publisher of the Colac 
Herald newspaper is the owner of the copyright in 
all advertisements (including artwork) prepared by 
employees and/or agents of the newspaper on behalf 
of the advertisers. Neither the newspaper advertisers 
nor any person on their behalf are authorised to publish, 
reproduce or copy in any manner, any of the said 
advertisements (including artwork) without the prior 
written licence of the newspaper. 

Members of

PUBLIC NOTICE

RODGERS -
The funeral of Mr Stanley
Rath Rodgers will be held
at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Gellibrand Street,
Colac (TOMORROW)
Thursday, November 23,
2023 with Prayers
commencing at 10.30 am.
In accordance with Stan’s
wishes a private cremation
will be held.
Please see
www.quinnfunerals.com.au
for live streaming details.

BIRTHS

HALLYBURTON
(Anderson) -
Bonnie and Chris are
thrilled to announce the
birth of

LIV MAREE
on November 19, 2023,
weighing 8lb 15oz.
Very excited brother and
sister Mac and Ava and
grandparents Heather and
Bruce and Sally and
Neville along with all their
families are rapt to
welcome our little Liv.

DEATHS

RICHES (nee McMahon) -
Denise Margaret.
10.2.1950 – 18.11.2023.
Passed away peacefully,
aged 73 years.
Dearly beloved wife of
Noel (dec).
Much loved Mother of
Cameron (dec), Stefanie,
Jane and Adam.
Cherished Nan of Jaylan.
Love does not end.

FUNERALS

RICHES –
Requiem Mass for the
repose of the soul of Mrs
Denise Margaret Riches
will be offered at
St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, Gellibrand Street,
Colac on Tuesday,
November 28, 2023
commencing at 11 am.
The funeral will leave the
Church at the conclusion
of the service for the
Colac Lawn Cemetery.
Please see
www.quinnfunerals.com.au
for live-streaming details.

IN MEMORIAM

BOULTON -
Jodie Nicole.
21.11.2022.
One year has passed.
A silent thought,
A single tear.
Love you heaps.
- Mum.

FOR SALE

BALLARAT CHOOKS - 
Colac, Winchelsea and 
Inverleigh areas. Delivery 
date: November 29. Pullets/
chooks. Hyline Brown. 
Sexed and vaccinated. 
Please phone or text Kelvin 
on 0400 559 559.

GARAGE SALES

THURSDAY, November 23 
and Friday, November 24, 
4 - 7.30pm at 129 Aireys St, 
Elliminyt. Everything from 
fence posts to formal wear.

WANTED

MILK VATS
ANY reasonable condition
c o n s i d e r e d ,  p a y i n g
between  $150  to  $1000.
Phone Telly Katsaros 0427
368 261.

MEETINGS

AGM
Wednesday, 
December 6

6.00pm

at Culture Cafe

Colac Motorcycle 
Club Inc

MEETINGS

Notice is hereby given that the 

2023 Annual General Meeting 

will be held at

Colac Area Health  
Conference Room,
2-28 Connor Street, Colac

on

Wednesday 6 December  
at 2pm

Members of the public are invited to attend. 
Limited seating.

RSVP by Friday, 1 December to  
communications@cah.vic.gov.au

A recording will be available following the  
meeting on the Colac Area Health website

  Fiona Brew, Chief Executive

Health
COLAC AREA COLAC AREA HEALTH 

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

“Quality Care Close to Home”.

MEETINGS



ROBERTS, Norma Helen
Late of Albion Park Rail

Much loved wife of Bob (dec)
Adored mum of Kim, Tracey & Warren,

Bobby & Maureen
Absolutely cherished Nan, Nan Nan

& Nan Nan Nan to all of her grandchildren,
great grandchildren & great great grandchildren

Loved family member and friend to all

Aged 87 years
"Love you heaps"

Norma's funeral service will be held on
Monday 27 th November 2023 at 2 00pm at

Hansen & Cole Funerals,
634 Northcliffe Dr, Kembla Grange

In lieu of flowers, please donate on-line
to Illawarra Convoy

Please wear a splash of orange to your outfit

IHSCHE
Attaulf ‘Atta’
Of Kanahooka

Passed away peacefully on Thursday 16th of
November 2023. Beloved son of Freda and
Herbert (both dec). Loved brother and
brother-in-law of Bodo and Uschi, Sigrun and
Henry. Atta will be sadly missed by his loving
family and many dear friends.

Aged 89 Years
Rest in Peace

Forever in our hearts

Relatives and friends are invited to Atta’s funeral
service to be held at H.Parsons Funeral Home,
34 Belmore St Wollongong on Friday 24th of
November 2023 at 12pm.

MONTECCHI
Alberto

of Lake Heights

Passed away peacefully surrounded by loving
family on Friday, 17th November 2023. Beloved
husband of Angela (dec). Dearly loved father
and father-in-law of Maurizio and Tracey, Maria
and Joseph, Marinella and David. Much loved
Nonno of Ethan, Julia, Daniel, Ashleigh and their
partners. Loved brother of Giancarlo (dec), and
Lanfranco. Alberto will be sadly missed by his
loving family and many dear friends here and in
Italy.

Aged 96 Years
Now reunited with Angela

Relatives and friends are kindly invited to attend
Alberto’s funeral service to be held at St Francis
of Assisi Catholic Church, 1 Bruce Road
Warrawong on Monday, 27th November 2023
at 11am.

DICKENSON
Peter 'Dicko'

of Woonona

Passed away peacefully on Sunday 19th
November 2023. Beloved husband of Rosa.
Dearly loved father and father-in-law of Craig
and Stephanie, Leah and Murray, Nicole and
Troy. Loved Poppy of Mason, Brodie, Carly,
Abbi, Lara. Loved brother of Gary (dec), David,
and Jan. Dicko will be sadly missed by his
loving family and many dear friends.

Aged 81 Years
Our memories of you

will be treasured forever

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a
funeral service for Dicko to be held at H
Parsons Funeral Home, 34 Belmore Street,
Wollongong on Friday 24th November 2023 at
2.30pm.

For those who are unable to attend you are
invited to view Dicko's service via a link found
on funeralannouncement.com.au
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

McQUILLAN
Edward (Joe)

of Dapto, formerly of Corrimal

Passed away on Friday, 17th November 2023.
Dearly loved father and father-in-law of Carmen
and David. Loved brother and brother-in-law of
Marie, Helen and Eddy. Joe will be sadly missed
by his loving family and many dear friends.

Aged 88Years
In God’s Care

Requiem Mass for the repose of Joe’s soul will
be celebrated at St John The Evangelist
Catholic Church, 24 Jerematta Street, Dapto
on Friday, 24 November 2023 at 11am

BOUSFIELD
Dave

of Albion Park Rail

Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 18th
November 2023. Much loved partner of
Lorraine. Dearly loved father of Mick, Kerrie, and
Emma and father-in-law of Lynette. Cherished
Pop of all his grandchildren. Dave will be sadly
missed by his loving family and many dear
friends.

Aged 77 years
Forever in our Hearts

Relatives and friends are invited to attend
Dave’s funeral service, to be held at H Parsons
Funeral Home, 10 Woolworths Avenue,
Warilla on Friday, 24th November 2023 at
12pm.

Deaths & Funerals
PROPOSED 5G UPGRADE TO EXISTING MOBILE PHONE
BASE STATION
Address: Monopole - 131 Greenwell Point Rd, Worrigee 2540

(1//DP1129891)
Reference: S8522 Worrigee

1 The proposed works include the addition of new 4G & 5G equipment
and associated works including the replacement of the existing
headframe; the replacement of 3 existing 4G antennas (less than 2.8m
long) with 6 new antennas mounted on the new headframe; the
replacement of the existing remote radio units (RRUs) with 24 new
RRUs; and ancillary equipment including but not limited to GPS
antenna, mast head amplifiers, deplixers, combiners, antenna
mounts, cable trays, fibre and electrical cabling necessary for the
operation or proper functioning of the low-impact facility

2 Optus & Vodafone regards the proposed installation as a Low-impact
Facility under the Telecommunications (Low-impact Facilities)
Determination 2018 based on the description above

3 The proposed infrastructure will comply with the ACMA EME
regulatory arrangements. An EME Report and further information can
be obtained at www.rfnsa.com.au/2540016

4 In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base
Station Deployment Code, we invite you to provide feedback about
the proposal. Further information and/or comments should be
directed to: Reinier Hanekom (Plan Consult Town Planning),
07 5430 6632, Suit 6-10, 28 Eenie Crk Road, Noosaville, 4566 or
info@planconsult.com.au by 5 pm on 08/12/23

Public Notices

AUSSIE LOVELY ANN
Blonde, Caring, Slim. DD Bust, Mature.
5 ★ Privacy. Prof. Touch & more
Daily. Dapto 0424373054

MADASCHI
Paolo

Passed away peacefully with loving family by his
side on November 17th 2023, of Berkeley.
Beloved Husband of Maria. Loving Papa of
Carlo & Gail, Gianni & Mandy, Lino & Alison.
Adored Nonno to Daniel, Benjamin, Kimberley,
Zoe, Holly, Lucas, Annalise and Bisnonno to
Jasper, Tahnee, Kaylee, Jorgia, Landon, Lakyn,
Mia, Levi and Ruby. Loved Brother of Beppina
(dec), Maria, Elsa and Emilia (dec). Paolo will be
dearly missed by all of his family and friends
both here and in Italy.

Aged 92 Years
Riposa In Pace

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a
Mass of Christian Burial to be offered at the
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 28 Stewart
Street, Wollongong on Friday November 24th
2023 commencing at 1pm. At conclusion of the
Mass, the funeral will proceed to Lakeside
Memorial Park, Kanahooka Road, Dapto where
Paolo will be laid to rest.

Kembla Grange 02 4272 4900

Illawarra Car RemovalsIllawarra Car Removals
Unwanted Cars, Vans, Trucks, etc.Unwanted Cars, Vans, Trucks, etc.

*conditions apply

Top cash on the spotTop cash on the spot

$250 - $25000*$250 - $25000*
100% Free towing100% Free towing

1 hour pick up
Call Jim now Call Jim now 
0404 045 9930404 045 993
We are local
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DALEY David

Formerly of Mt Ousley and Greenhills Aged
Care. Founder of Daley & Co Chartered

Accountants
David passed away on Saturday

18 November 2023, aged 87 years
with his daughters by his side

Beloved husband of Rosemary (dec.). Loved
father of Alison & Tim Manton, and Philippa &

Michael Grasso. Poppy to David & Clare, Liam,
& Georgina. Brother to Kerry & John Hiscocks

Heartfelt thanks to the dedicated staff at
Greenhills Aged Care and the diligent & caring
nurses at Wollongong hospital. Special thanks
also to Janet from Dr Ramakrishna's practice
David will be farewelled at a private ceremony

as was his wish

Death Notices Motor VehiclesDeaths & Funerals Adult Services

STAND
OUT!!

ADD COLOUR
TO YOUR AD
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Find it in the
Celebrations
section of Network Classifi eds.

Mt Gambier,
Griffiths St,

Sat 25th November
9am-1pm

Small freezer,
gardening equipment,

large floor mat,
decorative items,

clothes,
GRAB A BARGAIN

Ballons will be out on
the day.

V Garage Sales Motoring

OLIVIA
25 years old

Korean
Passionate GFE

Friendly
0478 756 919

HAY TARPS UV
STABLE

Strong. Economical.
Waterproof. In Stock.
1300 656 211 all hrs.

www.abctarps.com.au Bordertown Stone Supplies

Plant Operator / Truck Driver
• HR/HC Licence
• Loader Licence

• OH&S White Card
Work in local area

Above award wages offered to the right person.

  0438 924 322
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64
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JEYDA New in Town.
Lovely Massage. Phone
0402 585 758

V Positions VacantV Adult Services V Farm Services

EmploymentGeneral Classifi eds

CM
M

30
60

5C
P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between
16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and
28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a 
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in 
water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no 
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.
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V Public Notices and Event

General Notices General Classifi eds
section of Network Classifi eds.

Crane Hire
20 tonne Franna Crane 

Cherry Pickers, 12mt & 17mt
Scissor lifts 7.8mt to 12mt

Telfer Engineering PTY LTD
27 Wellington Street, Bordertown, S.A. 5258

Phone (08) 8752 1902 | Mobile 0438 521 902

12
59

75
40

-J
B1

4-
23

V For Hire/Contract
Bordertown Football Club
Annual General Meeting

Wed 29th November 7.30 pm
in the clubrooms

Apologies to the Secretary
0407 612 267

or bfc00@bigpond.com
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BUSINESS FOR SALE!

SPEND LESS TO PRINT!

INK • TONER • PRINTERS
PAPER • PRINTER SERVICING

31 Crouch Street South, Mount Gambier
Ph. 08 8723 6044

www.cartridgeworld.com.au
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V Computers

The management and staff of
McBride Operations Pty Ltd at

Telopea Downs
would like to thank the CFA and CFS 

volunteers, neighbours and community 
members who worked together to defend

our property against the fire at
Blue Hills on 10th & 11th of November.
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V Public Notices and Event

MILLICENT CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP

AGM
to be held at the
Millicent RSL Hall

at 5.30pm on Tuesday
28th November 2023.
Meal to follow at the

Somerset Hotel.
New members are

most welcome.
Enquires to Lisa
0407 872 587

Placing your classified 
advert is so easy...

Phone: 1300 666 808

Email: sales@networkclassifieds.com.au
(include your name, address and phone number)

We accept payment by:
VISA/MASTERCARD/EFTPOS/BANK TRANSFER
(1.5% credit card processing fee applies.)

Deadlines
Booking and Copy: 10.30am Tuesday

Final Approval: 11am Tuesday

12640436-RR42-23

GD23-0274

PUBLIC NOTICE
Community Information Webinars
To continue meeting natural gas demand from homes, business and 
industry, Beach Energy has commenced planning and consultation 
for the Offshore Gas Victoria (OGV) Project.

The webinars will enable the local community to learn more about the 
OGV Project, which is considering a range of activity in the Commonwealth 
waters across several phases. These webinars will focus on drilling and plug 
and abandonment activities. 

We are committed to working with our local communities, ensuring 
people are informed of our projects and can provide feedback. Stakeholder 
consultation is an important part of our planning as it helps identify any 
local concerns and ensures management of potential impacts.

If you would like to ask our technical staff questions about our projects, or 
provide feedback, please register your interest in joining one or more of the 
webinars by emailing community@beachenergy.com.au. 

Wednesday 22 November 2023, 5pm to 6pm AEDT  
Drilling and Plug and Abandonment activities explained, including Q & A

Wednesday 29 November 2023, 12pm to 12.30pm AEDT 
Drilling Q & A with Beach technical team

Thursday 30 November 2023, 1.30pm – 2pm AEDT 
Plug and Abandonment Q & A with Beach technical team

We welcome your questions, please contact:

P 1800 797 011 
E community@beachenergy.com.au
engage.beachenergy.com.au/

READ MORE

12650578-JC47-23

Trades & 
Services

Find it in the

section of Network
Classifi eds.

V Deadline V Public Notices
and Event

V Public Notices and Event

Trades & Services General Notices

networkclassifi eds.com.au
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Welcome to Australia’s leading network of trusted local classifieds
To place business advertising  

13 11 13 or buysearchsell.com.au

Public Notices

Notices

Adult Relaxation

Need new 

wheels?

Adult & 

Escort Services

Adults

Manufacturing, Transport & Logistics

Jobs

APPLICATIONS FOR  
PLANNING APPROVAL

Pursuant to s57(3) of the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993, it is hereby notified that the 
following Planning Permit applications are on 
public notice:

SITE PROPOSAL

17 Apolline Drive, 
Kingston
DA-2023-340

Two multiple 
dwellings 

25 Incana Road, 
Margate
DA-2023-371

Extension to dwelling 
and retrospective 
extension to 
outbuilding (carport)

88 Redwood Road, 
Kingston
DA-2023-368

Extension to dwelling

The applications and concept plans may be 
viewed on the Kingborough Council website,  
www.kingborough.tas.gov.au. For information or 
assistance please call (03) 6211 8200.

Any representation from interested persons must 
be lodged in writing with the General Manager,  
15 Channel Highway, Kingston 7050 or by email to 
kc@kingborough.tas.gov.au, and must be received 
by 5 December 2023.

kingborough.tas.gov.au
Gary Arnold
General Manager

THE ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE 

ACT 1935 NOTICE  FOR CLAIMS 

In the Estate of MONICA MARIA CAMPBELL

(ALSO KNOWN AS MONIKA MARIA CAMPBELL)(ALSO KNOWN AS MONIKA MARIA CAMPBELL)

late of Unit 2, 231 Hobart Road, Kings Meadows inlate of Unit 2, 231 Hobart Road, Kings Meadows in

Tasmania who died on 9 January 2023 at NorwoodTasmania who died on 9 January 2023 at Norwood

in Tasmania.in Tasmania.

NOTICE is hereby given that all creditors, next ofNOTICE is hereby given that all creditors, next of

kin and other persons having claims in respect ofkin and other persons having claims in respect of

the property or the Estate of the abovenamedthe property or the Estate of the abovenamed

deceased, are required by the Executors,deceased, are required by the Executors,

GORDON RALPH PAUL and ROBERT ANDREWGORDON RALPH PAUL and ROBERT ANDREW

CASH, C/- Shields Heritage, 53 Cameron Street,CASH, C/- Shields Heritage, 53 Cameron Street,

Launceston in Tasmania, to send particulars inLaunceston in Tasmania, to send particulars in

writing to The Registrar, Probate Registry,writing to The Registrar, Probate Registry,

Supreme Court of Tasmania, Salamanca Place,Supreme Court of Tasmania, Salamanca Place,

Hobart in Tasmania on or before 27 December,Hobart in Tasmania on or before 27 December,

2023 after which date the Executors may2023 after which date the Executors may

distribute the assets having regard only to thedistribute the assets having regard only to the

claims of which they then have notice.claims of which they then have notice.

Dated this 22nd day of November 2023

SHIELDS HERITAGE
53 Cameron Street, Launceston
Solicitors for the EstateSolicitors for the Estate

(Ref: 231218)(Ref: 231218)

APPLICATIONS FOR PERMIT  
Notice is given of the following planning 

applications: 

94 TOLOSA STREET, GLENORCHY 

PLN-23-126 Outbuilding (Residential)  

FAULKNERS ROAD, GLENLUSK (127900/1) 

PLN-23-239 Single Dwelling and Outbuilding 

350-360 MAIN ROAD, GLENORCHY 

PLN-23-291 External alterations and Quench 

pipe (Business and Professional Services) 

Plans and documents may be viewed in 

person at Council’s offices at 374 Main Road, 

Glenorchy TAS 7010 during office hours. Plans 

are available online at www.gcc.tas.gov.au, 

until 5/12/2023.   

Representations may be made by letter 

addressed to the General Manager at the 

address above, or by email to 

gccmail@gcc.tas.gov.au.  Representations 

must be received no later than 11.59pm on 

5/12/2023, or for postal and hand delivered 

representations, by 5.00pm. 

Tony McMullen, General Manager 

APPLICATIONS FOR PERMIT
Notce is given that the following applicatons 
have been made for planning permits:

The applicatons may be viewed at the Council’s 

Customer Service Centre, 40 Main Street, Huonville, 

during normal office hours  

(8:20am - 5:00pm Monday to Friday) and on 

Council’s website: www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au

Representatons on the applicatons may be made to 

the General Manager in writng either by: 

Post: PO Box 210, Huonville, 7109 

Email:  hvc@huonvalley.tas.gov.au  

Fax:  (03) 6264 0399 

Online:  www.huonvalley.tas.gov.au

All representatons must include the author’s full name, 

contact number and postal address and be received by  

6 December 2023.

Lachlan Kranz 

Acting General Manager

PROPOSAL SITE

Single dwelling and 

demoliton of existng demoliton of existng 

dwelling (DA-44/2023)dwelling (DA-44/2023)

158 Kingfish Beach 158 Kingfish Beach 

Road, Southport Road, Southport 

(CT-59724/3)(CT-59724/3)

Change of use from studio Change of use from studio 

outbuilding (residental) to outbuilding (residental) to 

restaurant (food services), restaurant (food services), 

new amenites block, onsite new amenites block, onsite 

wastewater management, wastewater management, 

stormwater management, stormwater management, 

carpark, vehicle access carpark, vehicle access 

upgrade, retrospectve upgrade, retrospectve 

driveway works and driveway works and 

pedestrian bridge over pedestrian bridge over 

waterway, and demoliton waterway, and demoliton 

of an outbuilding, at 6636 of an outbuilding, at 6636 

Channel Highway and 13 Channel Highway and 13 

Cliffords Road, Deep Bay Cliffords Road, Deep Bay 

(DA-111/2023)(DA-111/2023)

6636 Channel Highway, 6636 Channel Highway, 

Deep Bay (CT-127623/1)Deep Bay (CT-127623/1)

Dwelling, carport and shed Dwelling, carport and shed 

outbuildings, and associated outbuildings, and associated 

works (DA-204/2023)works (DA-204/2023)

19 Flakemores Road, 19 Flakemores Road, 

Eggs and Bacon Bay Eggs and Bacon Bay 

(CT-30982/8)(CT-30982/8)

Single dwelling, garage and Single dwelling, garage and 

driveway (DA-243/2023)driveway (DA-243/2023)

111 Kent Beach Road, 111 Kent Beach Road, 

Dover (CT-184482/54)Dover (CT-184482/54)

Single dwelling and associated Single dwelling and associated 

access (DA-247/2023)access (DA-247/2023)

101 Kent Beach Road, 101 Kent Beach Road, 

Dover (CT-184482/49)Dover (CT-184482/49)
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 

comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 

18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 

on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 

https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 

undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 

located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 

of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 

surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 

maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 

500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 

2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 

the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 

and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

HAPPY MASSAGE
19/20yo, Asian, Slim, Busty,

Friendly  0457 609 5520457 609 552

★ 0406 058 338 ★
Sweet, Friendly, Relaxing
Gentle Massage. No Text

★0406 365 568★
ASIAN Pretty, Hot Sexy body

Sweet, Sz8, At Moonah 

New In Town 
Fuji Mix Fuji Mix 

20yo, Hot20yo, Hot
FriendlyFriendly

Good FunGood Fun
In / Out CallsIn / Out Calls

0450 379 828

0475 572 610

Yuki 22yo
Slim Friendly,Slim Friendly,
Sweet, NiceSweet, Nice

PrettyPretty
No RushNo Rush

1st TIME IN TAS

Advertise 
your services
Call 13 11 13

Loader/Excavator
Operator 

For unloading Log Trucks and loading
 Rail Wagons.  Rail Wagons. 

Location: Parattah Rail YardLocation: Parattah Rail Yard

Call Mobile Call Mobile 

Neville 0429 010 156Neville 0429 010 156
(Business Hours Only)(Business Hours Only)

PAINTER
★All internal/external ★Pensioner discounts

★All work guaranteed
★No job too big or small★No job too big or small

Call  0406 427 009Call  0406 427 009

Painting & Decorating Services

Trades & Services

Trades & 
Services

11.21.2023  19:15    NewsCorp Australia - Tearsheet ©  



Pambula GLASS
Broken glass can be a pane in the...

 Glass ~ New & Replacement
 Shower Screens ~ New & Repairs

~ Frameless, Semi-frameless & Framed
 Security Doors & Windows

 Wardrobes

6495 6019 ARTHUR KAINE DRIVE
EMERGENCY SERVICE

GARY 0428 591 103 A/H: 6494 2320
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So you booked a garage 
sale ad?

Still have leftover items?
List all your leftover items for sale with us and receive

25% off.
*Conditions apply. Ad must be booked within 14 days of your garage sale ad.

Connect with Classifieds

Garage
SALE

Glass Work
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Email: rolladoors@upshegoes.com.au
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Tree ServicesGarage, Garage Doors, Carports
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Public Notices

PROMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS

CALL TODAY
TO BOOK A SPOT IN OUR TRADES 
& SERVICES DIRECTORY

FOR A FREE FRIENDLY QUOTE
CALL LEONIE • Ph: 02 4570 4412
E: leonie.good@austcommunitymedia.com.au

BE SEEN EACH WEEK BY OUR LARGE 
PRINT AND DIGITAL AUDIENCE.
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Trades & Services

Connect with Local Business
Is your business missing? We can fi x that! Call us on 6495 3333
to get your business in front of new potential customers.

PLACE YOUR 

BUSINESS 
QR CODE

IN YOUR AD TODAY!

Pambula & District Community
Development Ltd

Seeking Volunteer Board Members

Become part of a forward thinking Board
and help reshape the future of community
banking in Bega Valley Shire and Bombala
area.

Our company has been established for fifteen
years to provide support for our communities
through banking services and by returning
profits to Community groups. Pambula &
District Community Development Limited
(PDCDL) is a franchisee of Bendigo Bank and
operates the locally owned Community Bank
branches in Pambula and Bega, as well as a
new office in Bombala.

Role and Responsibility:
As a director you will be,

Motivated, well organised, self-directed
and most importantly, community orientated.

Support and drive the company's
strategic direction, goals and objectives to
have a real say in the future direction of this
dynamic business and its support of our
community.

As part of an important process of Board
renewal, PDCDL is searching for new Board
Directors with relevant skills and
experience in the key areas of
Community, Communication, Corporate
Governance and Leadership. PDCDL is in a
strong financial position, with a highly skilled
volunteer Board and staff.

Send your covering letter and CV, or
questions to Graham Stubbs at

 Pambulacommunitybank gmail.com

General Notices

MERIMBULA RSL CLUB - PERM PART 
BAR SUPERVISOR

Essential*RSA&RCG
Preferred*Experience in running a bar
*Supervising staff
Must be able to work days/nights and 
weekends
To apply please email your resume and cover 
letter to  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au
Applications close Wednesday 29th November 
2023 at 5pm.
(Only short listed applicants will be contacted)
Area:  MERIMBULA NSW 2548 
Ph:  0264951502 
Email:  emmai@merimbularsl.com.au

Current Vacancies Bega NSW
Production Manager - Retail

We are looking for a strong people leader to join our Lagoon
St team in the Bega Valley and manage out Retail Production
(Stringers and portions)  If you have previous leadership
experience in manufacturing and FMCG, this could be the role
for you!

Please go to the website to access further
information about this vacancy and to apply

 www.begacheese.com.au

48 acacia ponds, Mill-
ingandi sat 25th Nov
from 8am, Mascot mo-
tor mower, a gazibo,
motorcycle acessories,
Xmas tree & clothing.

Positions VacantPositions VacantGarage Sales

Connect with Classifi eds Phone: 6492 1177
Email: classifi eds@merimbulanewsweekly.com.au
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EMPLOYMENT

Classifieds ONLINE PLACEMENT

SKIPBIN, 1 to 18 M3 
bins, waste removal, 
commercial, residential. 
Contact Kelcar 0417 
018 874.

FOR HIRE

CARAVAN, Grand 
Salute Royal Guard 

all mod cons, one 
owner, many extras / 
spare parts, excellent 
condition; $79,950. 
0427 112 806. Email 
for photos: gasmark@
bigpond.com

FOR SALE

F250 fuel tank, 120 
litres; $100 o.n.o. Phone 
0419 867 633.
FREE - Upright piano, 
old, tuned, good 
condition, pick up only. 
0456 596 078.
FULL size push bike; 
$350. 0418 549 522.
JACOBEAN couch 
and 2 chairs, very good 
condition; $100. Phone 
0409 372 731.
NUMBER of white 

Actil, v.g.c.; $8 each. 
Phone 0419 867 633.
WEBER Q BBQ, all 
attachments, with cover, 
never used; $450. 0416 
070 829.

46
8am. Lots of bargains. 
Jayco caravan, pool 
table and extras, 
Sidchrome tools, 
household goods.

GARAGE SALE

BLACK swimmer’s 
watch, lost at Nun’s 
Beach. Please phone 
0418 527 267.

LOST

ANTENNA installations 
and service, including 
TV wall mounting, TV 
points and tuning. Call 
Peter Logan 0419 368 
711.

WORK WANTED

CONCRETING, all 
types. B.M. Jennings 
Concreting, phone 
Brent 0424 934 721.

TREES TOP 
T E C H N I C I A N S . 
Arborist. Free quotes 
and advice. PORTLAND 
0422 228 766.

MEETINGS

HEALING Energies 
massage clinic, 
remedial, relaxation, 
pregnancy massage, 
Indian head massage, 

candeling. Phone Paula 
0429 487 342.

HEALTH & BEAUTY

GENERAL

O
LB

28
64

94
23

Arborists/Climbers

86
49

42
3

No obligation Free Quote

Shaun Clark
0408 087 901

Your local 
ual  r or

WORK WANTED

DEATH

DEATH

FUNERAL

GD23-0274

PUBLIC NOTICE

Community Information Webinars
To continue meeting natural gas demand from homes, business and 
industry, Beach Energy has commenced planning and consultation 
for the Offshore Gas Victoria (OGV) Project.

The webinars will enable the local community to learn more about the 
OGV Project, which is considering a range of activity in the Commonwealth 
waters across several phases. These webinars will focus on drilling and plug 
and abandonment activities. 

We are committed to working with our local communities, ensuring 
people are informed of our projects and can provide feedback. Stakeholder 
consultation is an important part of our planning as it helps identify any 
local concerns and ensures management of potential impacts.

If you would like to ask our technical staff questions about our projects, or 
provide feedback, please register your interest in joining one or more of the 
webinars by emailing community@beachenergy.com.au. 

Wednesday 22 November 2023, 5pm to 6pm AEDT  
Drilling and Plug and Abandonment activities explained, including Q & A

Wednesday 29 November 2023, 12pm to 12.30pm AEDT 
Drilling Q & A with Beach technical team

Thursday 30 November 2023, 1.30pm – 2pm AEDT 
Plug and Abandonment Q & A with Beach technical team

We welcome your questions, please contact:

P 1800 797 011 
E community@beachenergy.com.au
engage.beachenergy.com.au/

READ MORE

Robertson Civil Services is a local family-owned company 
working as an embedded contractor to Portland Aluminium.
We are currently looking for expressions of interest for a 
Capital Works/Procurement Co-ordinator
The capital works/procurement co-ordinator will be 
responsible for;

stakeholders.

and material supply chains.

completion.

contractors.

minimise disruptions to daily operations.

For more information on this role you can contact Jason 
Mitchell on 0408 104 478
Resumes can be forwarded to;

Applications close COB 1st December 2023
OLK0344323

CAPITAL WORKS/
PROCUREMENT CO-ORDINATOR
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the 
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public 
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 
18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed 
surveys at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a 
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 
500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with 
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

OLK2148523

Lions Club of Heywood Inc

CLEARANCE SALE
Sunday, 26th November - 10:30am

A/c. Jeannie and the Late Bob Crooks
3907 Princes Highway Lyons 20km N of Heywood
Aluminium Fishing Boat, Rods, Tools, Press 
Drills, Metal Lathe, Welder, Power Tools, 
Shearing Grinder, Steel Shelving, Steel Work 
Benches, Mobile Overhead Gantry, Honda 
Generator, Hydraulic Press, Antique Avery 
Platform Scales, Sunshine Farm Gates, Plus 
a large quantity of sundries and Collectables.

Auctioneer - Bruce Lowenthall
Refreshments supplied by Heywood Lions.

Enquiries: Gavin 0473 238 734, Rex 0448 841 672

ANOTHER HEYWOOD LIONS CLUB PROJECT
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling 
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between 
16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the 
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake 
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in 
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and 28 km 
offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a 
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of six exploration wells in 
water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The activity is scheduled to commence no 
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan 
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Notice of Intention to use the

name Temple for the Divine

Water Bearer

Date of Notice:

22nd November 2023

Notice of Intent to create security

interest in the title Temple for the

DivineWater Bearer for use of

name andmark. If there is an

existing usage of this name

please inform us of your

objections and provide proof of

claim in writing and address it to

PO BOX 7210, Bondi Beach, NSW 2026.

Noticeboard

LP1757

Transport for NSW

Special event clearways will be in effect on the following dates and locations for ISPS HANDA Australian  
Golf Open. 

 Clearways will be in effect from 5am to 7pm daily, Thursday 30 November to Sunday 3 December 
on sections of Bannerman Crescent and Trevilyan Avenue. Some clearways will be in effect until 8pm daily on 
Bannerman Crescent.

 Clearways will be in effect from 8am to 8pm daily, Thursday 30 November to Sunday 3 December 
on Tunstall Avenue (eastern side) between Tedwin Avenue and Day Avenue.

 Clearways will be in effect from 5am to 8pm daily, Thursday 30 November to Friday 1 December  
on sections of King Street and Vernon Avenue. Local roads will be closed from 5.30am to 5.30pm each day 
on Thursday 30 November and Friday 1 December including sections of Vernon Avenue, O’Connor Street and 
King Street.

Clearways are strict no-parking zones for all vehicle types and apply even for local residents or TfNSW 
Mobility Scheme Permit holders. Check signs carefully as vehicles left in signposted clearways will be  
towed and a fee applies. If your vehicle is towed call 132 701 to find its new location.  this information  
is correct at time of publication but may change at late notice, always check signage for the most 
up-to-date information.

 livetraffic.com   L
P
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Transport for NSW

– Transport Administration Act 1988

Attention is invited to the notice published in Government Gazette No 520 of Friday, 10 November 2023 
reference [n2023-2051] regarding the compulsory acquisition of land for light rail purposes at Parramatta 
in the City of Parramatta Council area and said to be in the possession of JKN Para Pty Ltd (registered 
proprietor), Navy Aspiration Opportunity VI Limited, Grand Circle Opportunity IX Limited, Mega Path 
Opportunity III Limited, Ever Luck Opportunity III Limited, Timely Opportunity III Limited, Flash Point 
Opportunity III Limited and Avignon Pont Development IX Limited (mortgagees) and City of Parramatta Council 
and Chief Commissioner of State Revenue (caveators). 

(TfNSW Papers: SF2022/187807)

M Knibb
Statutory Land Transactions Manager
Transport for NSW 

For full details call Transport for NSW on .  S
B
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NSW Electoral Commission

The Electoral Commissioner for NSW has received the following application from The Greens NSW to amend 
the Register of Parties under the provisions of the Electoral Act 2017:

• Amend the party’s written constitution
•  Update the registered party information to include the names of the officers or members of the party 

responsible for ensuring the party complies with the Electoral Act 2017 and the Electoral Funding Act 2018

The other particulars (see below) in the Register of Parties relating to The Greens NSW remain unchanged: 

All written objections to the amendments will be considered by the Electoral Commissioner for NSW.

Objections must be signed, include the name and address of the person(s) or organisation(s) making the 
objection, and be lodged with the Electoral Commissioner for NSW by post (GPO Box 4046, SYDNEY NSW 
2001) or email to fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au no later than 14 days after today’s date.

The application may be inspected by making a request in writing to fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au

Authorised by John Schmidt, Electoral Commissioner for NSW

  S
B
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Ministry of Health

Private Health Facilities Act 2007

Applications have been received from Sana Private Pty Ltd for transfer of licence for Wesley Hospital Ashfield 
at 91 Milton Street, Ashfield NSW 2131 and for Wesley Hospital Kogarah at 7 Blake Street, Kogarah NSW 2217.

The Directors are Michael Vincent CARISTO, Georgina Frances BLUNDELL, James Tobias HALL and the 
Secretary is Benjamin Howard KENNEDY.

Any person wishing to make representations should do so in writing by 6 December 2023.

The Secretary, NSW Health
NSW Ministry of Health
Locked Bag 2030
St Leonards NSW 1590  S

B
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Building
Materials and
Suppliers

TIP Greenwoods 9144 4700
St. Ives. C+D Demolition Waste,

50% disc for sorted demolition

timber. Concrete and brick

recycling, disc. for large

quantities. Recycled products.

Davis Earthmoving 9450 2288

Public Notices

COOLANGATTA
BEACHFRONT RESORT UNIT

Fully Furnished. Sleeps 6.

Available 23rd December,

For 2 weeks. Best offer.

Please contact 0418 206 576

Communicate your public notice in 
The Sydney Morning Herald Classifi eds.

Promote your school
The Sydney Morning Herald and The Sun-Herald are the 
perfect news environments to engage a high value audience 
and promote your school or educational institution.

MASTERCARD, Visa, Amex or

Diners Club

If you are a casual advertiser with

Herald Classifieds you are

welcome to prepay your Ad. by

MasterCard, Visa, Amex or

Diners. Just tell our Sales Adviser

when you phone:

Herald Classifieds 13 25 35.

Winning Numbers in order drawn:

DRAW 5362

3 935 16

The Jackpot prize of 
$9,640,015 was not won 
by ticket Nº 194108

1st Prize of $200,000 - N° 168936
2nd Prize of $20,000 - N° 042874
3rd Prize of $5,000 - N° 185308

MEGA JACKPOT 
DRAW 1633 (DRAWN 20/11/23)

Jackpot now stands at $9,880,016 in Mega Jackpot Draw 1634

DRAW 4340
Monday, 20 November 2023

Division 1: No Winning Entries.

35 16 3 9 30 727 37
Prize Winning Numbers Supplementaries

Div Prize Pool Winners Prize Value
1 $1,000,000.00 0 $0.00

2 $59,464.50 15 $3,964.30

3 $92,027.60 184 $500.15

4 $261,835.55 10,753 $24.35

5 $372,484.30 27,694 $13.45

6 $628,646.60 57,674 $10.90

OFFICIAL LOTTERIES RESULTS

Help is close at hand. 
GambleAware
gambleaware.nsw.gov.au
1800 858 858

Prize details subject to relevant Games Rules. NSW Lotteries queries: 131 868.

Good Food
Tuesdays in the SMH

Apartments
and Flats to
Rent Coastal
and Country



WE NOW HAVE CLICK & GO
See something you like online? Want more info?
Simply click on the Ad & we'll direct you to their page
Connect with Classifi eds

MANAGER TAFE SERVICES
• Nowra Campus/ South region
• Full-time

Base salary of $152,069 p.a plus
employer’s contribution to superannuation
and annual leave loading.

A career that changes lives.

The Manager TAFE Services is responsible
for leading and managing a team of
TAFE Services Coordinators based in
our border campuses. The role involves
coordinating campus operations, building
community engagement and delivering
exceptional customer service to learners
which enables a safe, vibrant campus
environment.

For more information on how to apply
and an informal chat, please call
Jonathan Davis (Director of Customer and
Stakeholder Relations) on 0437 615 245
or email jonathan.davis19@tafensw.edu.au

You can apply for the role via our TAFE
Careers website at careers.tafensw.edu.au
Ref No 492779

Applications close 11.55 pm Sunday
10 December 2023. LP
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QR codes, 
the new way 
customers can 
search for your 
business, make 
sure it’s in your 
ad today.

to join our fun and vibrant team.
Our pharmacy has a strong focus on 

customer service and offering our 
patients health solutions. Our services 

include vaccinations, dose administration 
aids, sleep apnoea and potentially UTI/

contraceptive prescribing.

If you would like to join our team, we would 
love to hear from you. We are a family 

friendly pharmacy, and offer flexible hours.

For more information please contact me at: 

timrudd@capitalchemist.com.au

PHARMACIST
We are looking for a part time

A
W
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Ulladulla
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public
comment period will run for 30 days between 16 November and
18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed
surveys at up to amaximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a
maximum of six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53m to
500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April
2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with
the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

School Canteen Licence
Tenders are called for the licence of the
St Georges Basin Public School canteen for the
school year commencing 2024 for a term of 3
years with an option to renew for 2 years
Annual school enrolments will be approximately
370  General enquiries and requests for a
Tender Information Package should be referred
to:

Cass Timms
School Administrative Manager
4443 4251 or
stgeorgesb-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Tenders must be sent electronically and noted
in the subject line “Commercial in Confidence -
School Canteen Tender” and sent to:

Kathy Rembisz
Principal
stgeorgesb-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Tenders close at 3pm on Friday, 1 December
2023

Mandatory Criteria: All employees must hold a
current working with children check.

An onsite inspection will be held on Wednesday
29 November 2023 from 10am-12pm

Positions VacantPublic Notices Tenders

Connect with Classifi eds
Phone: 4421 9100

Email: classifi eds@southcoastregister.com.au

southcoastregister.com.au  Wednesday, November 22, 2023 SOUTH COAST REGISTER 25
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No strike, 
but aGL 
‘too slow on 
emissions’ 
AGL’sboardofdirectorswillre-
maininplaceaftershareholders
including billionaire Mike Can-
non-Brookes spared the com-
panyasecondstrikeonTuesday,
though the company’s largest
shareholdersaidthenearly200-
year-oldcompanywasdecarbo-
nisingtooslowly.

Thevoteonthecompany’sre-
munerationreportprovidesape-
riodof stability forAGL,which
wasembroiledinabittertakeover
battlein2022withMrCannon-
BrookesandBrookfield.

More than 25 per cent of
AGL’sshareholdersrejectedthe
company’s remuneration report
in2022,butitschairwomanPatri-
cia McKenzie on Tuesday said
thecompanyhadavoidedasec-
ondstrikethankstothevotesof
largeequityowners.

Mr Cannon-Brookes’ private
investment company, Grok, ab-
stained from the remuneration
vote.However,Grokchiefexecu-
tiveJeremyKwong-Lawsaidthe
boardhadsetweakclimatetar-
getsinordertoreceivebonuses.

“Webelievethatthetargetsset
underthe‘carbontransitionmet-
rics’inAGL’s2023remuneration
reportincentivisethecompanyto
stand still while the rest of the
Australian energy market does
the work: executives will be re-
warded,whileAGL,itscustomers
andshareholders,areleftbehind
byinaction,”MrKwong-Lawsaid
intheletter.

“Thisunambitiousattitudere-
mindsusofthe‘oldAGL’think-
ing – which was orientated
towardswatching the transition
fromthesidelines,insteadoflead-
ingfromthefront.”

Mr Cannon-Brookes in Au-
gust described AGL as one of
“most toxic companies on the
planet”.

Grok said AGL secured bo-
nusesforreducingemissionsby
about1percentayearforthenext
four years, and driving new re-
newable generation at about 10
per cent – consistent with the
AustralianEnergyMarketOper-
ator’sstep-changescenario.

Ms McKenzie said the com-
panywasmakinggoodprogress
towards its targetofdeveloping
12GWofrenewableenergygen-
erationandstorageby2035.AGL
in2022 said itwouldhasten its
exitfromcoal,bowingtopressure
fromshareholders includingMr
Cannon-Brookes.

AGLhassaid itwillclose its
coal-firedLoyYangApowersta-
tion in Victoria in 2035, having
previouslysaiditwouldretirethe
generator in 2045. AGL says it
willshutitsBayswatercoalpower
stationbetween2030and2033.

Earlierthisyear,AGLsaid it
hadenteredintoadealwiththe
Victorian government to share
the risk of Loy Yang becoming
uneconomicbefore2035,mean-
ingthecoalpowerstation–oneof
the state’s largest emitters – is
likely to remain open until the
nextdecade.

VictoriahaslegislatedAustra-
lia’smostaggressiveenergytran-
sition policy, aiming to cut
emissions by 75-80 per cent by
2035,whilebringing forward its
net-zero target by five years to
2045.

Toachieve this,Victoriawill
prohibitcoalpowergenerationby
2035.

While defending the com-
pany’s progress, Ms McKenzie
said Australia was experiencing
difficultiesindevelopingnewre-
newableenergyassets.

“We are seeing some chal-
lenges, including delays in ap-
provals,costpressuresandsome
local opposition to new gener-
ationandtransmissionprojects,”
MsMcKenziesaid.

colin Packham 12
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20232022

$10.24
AGL closed 

down 14c

Source: Bloomberg



Prioritise migrant tradies over students: Brickworks

The boss of the nation’s largest
brickmaker and leading housing
materialssupplierhaswarnedthat
any review of the country’s mi-
grationintakeneedstoprioritise
bringing in tradies to work on
home construction sites and ad-
dressAustralia’sworseninghous-
ingcrisis.

Brickworks chief executive
LindsayPartridge toldTheAus-
tralian on Tuesday his company
was predicting a slowdown in
housing construction in 2024 as
currentprojectswerecompleted,
butthenabuildingboominto2025
as a fast-growingpopulationde-
mandednewhomes.

Inrecentdaysanationaldebate
aboutmigrationhasbegun.Some
600,000 people are expected to
settle in Australia this calendar
year, and many economists be-
lieve this will fuel inflation, lift
rentsandexacerbatethehousing
crisis.

InSeptemberAMPchiefecon-
omistShaneOlivercalledforan-
nual net migration levels to be
morethanhalvedto200,000peo-
pletoallowthecountrytotackle
theacutehousingshortage.

Speaking before the Brick-
worksannualgeneralmeetingon
Tuesday, where he told share-
holders short-term challenges

across the industrial property
portfoliowouldseea10percent
property valuation decline, Mr
PartridgesaidAustralianeededto
bringintradiesandskilledwork-
ersasapriority.

“There is no use bringing in
anybodyiftheyarenotabuilding
tradie.Youarewastingyourtime,
becausewherearetheygoingto
live?”MrPartridgesaid.

“Thathasbeenmyargument
withgovernments.Theyneedto
befocusingonhavingimmigrants
thathavebuildingtradeslikewe
havedoneinthepastsowecan
buildthehomesforeverybody.

“Iunderstandwhythegovern-
mentlettheimmigration(levels)
catchup,andpartofthatwasthe
students returning, (but) there
havebeenenormouslabourshort-
ages…weneed trades,weneed
skilledpeople,wedon’tneedter-
tiary qualified people, we need
peoplewhoarefittersandturners,
electricians,thesesortsofpeople
tobuildthesehomes.”

He said the huge pipeline of
federal and state government
buildingworks,suchasroads,air-
portsandports,wasalsopushing
up the price of building supplies
andmakingthemhardtoget.

“Ithasbeenmadeworsebyall
thepublicworks,shortageofraw
materialsbecausethegovernment
issuckingitallinfortheirownpro-
jects.Youcan’tgetconcreteduring

thedaysometimes–youhaveto
getitatnight.”

InatradingupdateattheAGM,
MrPartridgesaidsalesatitsAus-
tralianandUSbuildingproducts
businesswereresilient,whileim-
proved margins had resulted in
first-quarter earnings exceeding
the prior corresponding period.
Forthefirstquarter,salesrevenue
was flat inAustraliaandslightly
higherinNorthAmerica.

However,hecontinuedtoseea
declineinnewhousingapprovals,
andexpectedthehousingmarket
toslowinAustraliain2024.

“Despite this positive start to
theyear,orderintakeissoftening
and we expect conditions to be-
comemorechallengingforthere-
mainder of fiscal 2024, as the
existing pipeline of work is pro-
gressivelybuiltout.

“Looking beyond the short-
termweakness,Australiaappears
tobeonthecuspofasignificant
buildingboom,withrecordimmi-
grationlevelsexacerbatinganal-
ready chronic housing under-
supplyissue.”

Mr Partridge said the slow-
down in coming months would
giveBrickworksanopportunityto
“sequentiallytakeplantsofflineto
completemaintenanceworkand
managestocklevels”,butBowral
operationswouldcontinue.

SharesinBrickworksclosed1.9
percentlowerat$25.70.

eli Greenblat

“odd”thattheregulator’scritics
attackeditforfailingtotakeac-
tion against corporate crime,
pointing to the record of hun-
dreds of actions and court
judgments.

“Iwouldchallengeyoutofind
anyotherregulator inAustralia
thatrunsasmanycasesaswedo,
civilandcriminalandisasactive
asweareincourt,”hesaid.

ASIChasfacedcriticismasa
Senateeconomicsinquiryledby
LiberalAndrewBraggheardsto-
riesoftheregulator’sfailuresto
actonreportsofmisconduct.

Senator Bragg, who has
slammed ASIC, is preparing to
publishareportintotheregulator
withanumberofrecommenda-
tionstoreformtheagency.

MrLongosaidheexpectedto
sit down with the economics
committee next year to work
through the “concerns and is-
sues”,butwouldnotbedrawnon
anyproposalstofurtherreformor
empowertheregulator.

SpeakingearlieronTuesday,
ASICdeputy chairSarahCourt

Continued from Page 13 said the regulator was “not
resourcedtoinvestigateallpoten-
tialbreachesofthelaw”.

MsCourtsaidASICmade“no
apology” for its focus on big
business.

“We make careful choices
aboutthematterswetakeon.We
selectmatterswiththebroadest
possiblereach,suchthatourwork
willhaveadeterrenteffectwell
beyondtheparticularmatterwe
areprosecuting,”shesaid.

“In practice, this means that
weinevitablytakemorecivilac-
tionsagainstwhatmightbecalled
the‘bigendoftown’.”

MsCourtsaidmisconductby
large firms “causes the widest
consumer and investor detri-
ment”.

“Andwearebold,inthatwe
arenotconservativeinthecases
wetakeon.Whereweconsider
there to be harm, or potential
harm, we take cases where the
outcomeisnotguaranteed,”she
said.

On Tuesday Treasurer Jim
Chalmersrevealedhewouldsoon
taskASICwithanumberofnew
prioritiesunderanewstatement

ofexpectationsfortheregulator,
thefirstsince2021.

Former treasurer Josh Fry-
denberghandedASICitslastlist
oftasks,callingontheregulator
tosupport“Australia’seconomic
recoveryfromtheCovid-19pan-
demicandworkcloselywithgov-
ernment and Treasury on the
implementationofpolicyreforms
and in its exercise of policy-
relatedfunctions”.

ButonTuesdayDrChalmers
saidhewouldaskASICtofocus
on protecting consumers in the
“digital sphere”, and addressing
therisksandcapturingtheoppor-
tunitiesofthemarket’stransition
tonetzero.

Former ASIC chair James
Shipton, who has previously

called for the Albanese govern-
menttoissueanewstatementof
expectations,saidthenewpriori-
tieswere“urgentlyneeded”.

“Iencourageoversightbodies
like parliamentary committees
and ministerial departments to
applyaconsistentregulatoryper-
formance framework bench-
marked against the agency’s
statutoryobjectivesanditsstate-
mentofexpectations,”hesaid.

“AsignificantfaultlineinAus-
tralia’scurrentregulatoryarchi-
tecture is the absence of
meaningfulandeffectiveongoing
oversight of critical regulatory
agencies,likeASIC.”

NewZealand’sFinancialMar-
kets Authority is given a new
statement by the government
annually.

MsCourtrevealedASIC’spri-
oritiesfor2024,warningtheregu-
lator would broadly focus on
business misconduct, financial
services and credit providers,
company failures, auditors and
liquidators, and technological
and operational resilience. Ms
CourtsaidASICwouldfocuson
conductinvolvingsmallbusiness.

Big or small, aSIC will pursue them all

‘Wearenot
conservativeinthe
caseswetakeon’

Sarah Court 
asic deputy chair 

successful opening of the US
store.

“Asthefounderit’smybaby,
andTahneehasdeliveredtheLas
Vegasstoreandisbeatingexpec-
tations,butTahneeandIareen-
trepreneurialtoourcoreandthe
publiccompanyorholdingcom-
panyrole–it’snotforme,notmy
bestfit,”MrBeardtoldTheAus-
tralianinMarch.

WhentheGoldCoastcouple
soldthebusinesstoa.k.aBrands
inMarch2021theytookhalfthe
$600msalepriceina.k.aBrands
shares,which laterrallied toal-
most $US15 each, taking their
personalwealthtoabout$700m
and ranking the 30-something-
year-olds among the wealthiest
youngindividualsinAustralia.

However,asharemarketrout
hassinceseena.k.aBrandsshares
sink by more than 90 per cent,
cutting the couple’s wealth by
about$US340m.

Theirwealth,basedonthe23.3
milliona.k.aBrandssharestaken
aspartof thesaledeal,has im-
provedrecently,witha.k.aBrands
shares almost doubling since
May.

Meanwhile, Culture Kings is
the latest fashion and apparel
brand to testify to a downbeat
consumer, with Country Road

Continued from Page 13 Group and the nation’s largest
footwearretailer,Accent,alsore-
centlyrevealingsinkingsales.Ac-
cent’s retail brands and shoe
distributionpartnersincludeSke-
chers, Platypus, Hype DC, The
Athlete’sFootandVans.

Culture Kings stores, known
fortheirhyperactivein-storeen-
tertainment with basketball
courts, barbers, DJs and other
events,havenowsuccumbedto
theretailmalaiseandaredeeply
discountingtosellstock–butthis
hascomeatacosttoitsUSown-
ers.

“We are facing continued
macropressureacrossourbrands
inAustralia andNewZealand,”
a.k.aBrandsinterimchiefexecu-
tiveCiaranLongtoldUSanalysts.

“DespitethegrowthintheUS,
aquarterofprofitabilitywasim-
pacted by continued consumer
macroheadwindsinAustralia…
withcontinuedmacropressurein
Australia,wearetakingaggress-
iveactionstoright-sizetheCul-
ture Kings inventory in the
region. We invested about 105
basispointsofgrossmarginwith
the actions we took to move
through inventory at Culture
Kings in Australia in the third
quarter.”

TheBeardsbegantheirbusi-
ness20yearsagosellingslippers
toschooliesontheGoldCoast.

Sneaker chain Culture 
Kings now downtrodden

Tuesday its board had “fast
tracked” three other projects in
Kenya,BrazilandNorway.

But the first will be a 11,000
tonneayeargreenhydrogenpro-
ject in Phoenix, Arizona, which
willcomewitha$US550mcapital
costandisduetostartcommer-
cialoperationsinmid-2026.

Fortescue said it would “in-
itially” fund100percentof the
project,asitlookedfordebtand
equityfundingforthefacility.

In addition, Fortescue will
spend $US150m on a hydrogen
plantinGladstone,whichwilluse
electrolysersmadeinFortescue’s
nearby manufacturing plant to
makeupto8000tonnesofgreen
hydrogenayear.

Fortescuedidnotgiveanyde-
tailsoftheexpectedreturnsfrom
theprojects.

Thecompany’sproposedGib-
sonIslandplant,ajointventure

Continued from Page 13 withIncitecPivot,appearstobe
onthebackburner,withthecom-
panysayingitwasstillworkingon
frontendengineeringanddesign
studiesbutrequiredfurtherwork
“asAustraliastrugglestoshedits
petrostatestatusandstillsuffers
structurallyhighgreenelectricity
costs”.

DrForrest toldreporters the
decision did not mean that the
GibsonIslandprojectwasdead.

“We’vereallygotthetechno-
logydownpat,andit’safunction
of electricity prices. We’re still
working with the Queensland
governmentclosely.

“We’restillworkingwiththe
technology sector todrag those
costsdownanddragthatcapex
down,”hesaid.

“Butwe’vesetourselveshigh
hurdlesasapubliccompany,and
we’reverydisciplinedoncapital
allocation.”

Fortescuesharesclosedup17c
at$25.47onTuesday.

Fortescue suffers first strike 

utilityEnergyHarbor.The law-
suitfiledbyKidShelleenalleges
thatFortescue initially triedthe
switch the deal from its initial
conception, in which Fortescue
would buy the assets and then
allowtheUScompanytobuyin,
toaskingMrTudorJones’com-
panytofrontthepurchasewith
Fortescueasasilentpartner.

“FFI and its representatives
were not keen on the optics of
FFI,anentityostensiblyseeking
to produce green energy, pur-
chasingandrunningcoalenergy
plants,”thedocumentssay.

Despite agreeing to make a
$US135m non-binding offer for

Continued from Page 13 the power stations, Fortescue
thencompletelyrenegedonthe
dealbymakingaseparateoffer
for the Energy Harbor plans in
August2022,thedocumentssay.

Kid Shelleen then alleges
Fortescue reneged on a verbal
agreementtoreimburseitstime
andcostsforconductingduedili-
gence investigations on the as-
sets,worthabout$US6.25m.

DrForrestdismissedthelegal
fight as a “total non-event” on
Tuesday,tellingreportersonthe
sidelinesitwasa“boring”story.

“Someone low down in his
chain somewhere has made an
accusationagainstsomeonewho
doesn’t even work for us any-
more,”hesaid.

Forrest shrugs off uS lawsuit

hollie adams

Brickworks chief executive Lindsay Partridge says more houses must be built

Toyota Motor Corporation 
Australia Ltd., is proud to 
announce the winners of the 
October Guest Experience Survey 
Promotion $200 VISA Debit Gift 
Cards are John & Susan Johnson 
(QLD), Thair Al Yass (WA), 
Lauren Dempsey (SA), Lisa Scott-
irving (NSW), Michael Kennedy 
(QLD), Benton Poon (NSW), Marin 
Panickar (WA), Terrie Walker 
(NSW), Susan Williams (NSW), 
Anna Dichera (SA), Erikko Dimitui 
(WA), Trevor Seeto (NSW), 
Suresh Gill (NSW), Clare Burcham 
(QLD), Ahmad Sabbagh (NSW). 
These winners have been drawn 
in accordance with Permit 
Numbers ACT TP 22/02401, SA 
T22/1981, and NSW TP/02346. 

Toyota Finance Australia 
Limited  is proud to announce 
the winners of the October 
Customer Experience Survey 
Promotion $150 VISA Debit Gift 
Cards are Mitchell Bates (NSW), 
Wayne Harycki (QLD), 
Anonymous (VIC), Jeremy 
Henderson (VIC), Nathan Stokes 
(QLD), Romeo Estaron (WA), 
Daniel Burgess (QLD), Joshua 
Mckenzie Cooke (QLD), Scott 
Crabtree (QLD), Emma Dolin 
(WA), Nadia Kaskine (VIC), 
Robert Thorpe (WA). These 
winners have been drawn in 
accordance with Permit Numbers 
ACT TP 23/00021, SA T23/40 
and NSW TP/02392. 
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Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration 
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway 
Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan. The public comment 
period will run for 30 days between 16 November and 18 December 2023. 

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents 
on the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA) website by visiting 
https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au 

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to 
undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore 
of Victoria and 28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania. 

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys 
at up to a maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to a maximum of 
six exploration wells in water depths ranging from 53 m to 500 m. The 
activity is scheduled to commence no earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will 
be completed no later than 31st of December 2028, with the exact timing 
dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan and the availability 
of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

Notice is given that an application has been 
made to the Australian Securities & 
Investment commission for the discharge of 
the security lodged by Advocate Strategic 
Investments Pty Ltd A.C.N 107 691 598.  
Level 3/250 Collins Street, Melbourne   
Victoria  3000. In relation to the Australian 
Financial  Services Licence 224560. The 
application has been made because the 
License has been cancelled by the Company. 
If you have any claim on that security you are 
required to lodge particulars in writing to 
Australian Securities & Investments 
Commission at P O Box 9827 in your capital 
city, not later than 3 months after the date of 
publication of this notice. Failure to lodge your 
claim before the end of the period specified, 
may result in the discharge of the security and 
the release of any surety from his or her 
obligations in relation to that claim. 

Help 
put lives 

back 
together.
For Donations 

Call 13 SALVOS
(13 72 58)

Our Privacy Policy includes important information about our 
collection, use and disclosure of your personal information 
(including to provide you with targeted advertising based on 
your online activities).  It explains that if you do not provide 
us with information we have requested from you, we may 
not be able to provide you with the goods and services you 
require.  It also explains how you can access or seek 
correction of your personal information, how you can 
complain about a breach of the Australian Privacy Principles 
and how we will deal with a complaint of that nature.  
You can read our Privacy Policy at

.................................................................................................

Every Advertisement submitted for publication is subject to 
Publisher´s approval. Publisher may at its absolute 
discretion at any time refuse to publish or distribute any 
advertisement and cancel a campaign. Publisher may, but is 
not obliged to, under pressure of deadline and without prior 
consultation or notice to Advertiser, amend any 
Advertisement in any terms whatsoever. The positioning and 
placement of an Advertisement is at the discretion of 
Publisher. Publisher has the right, and the right to permit 
other persons, to republish any Advertisement in any print, 
electronic or digital form for any purpose. Each 
advertisement must comply with and is subject to the full set 
of Advertising terms and conditions available at 

By placing an advertisement with us for publication, you are 
agreeing to our Privacy Policy and to our full advertising 
terms and conditions.

PRIVACY POLICY

11.21.2023  19:52    NewsCorp Australia - Tearsheet ©  
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Imagine yourself in Bali?
Come visit Warrnambool Oriental Massage,

one of our 20 stores in Victoria.

RelaxHeal and rejuvenate
Upstairs at rear of 80-82 Liebig Street, Warrnambool

PH 0437 211 614
www.angelspa.com.au

Massage

will beherebefore youknow it.
Christmas
Why not wish your customers a

Happy Christmas in our
Christmas Wishes feature to appear on

Saturday 16th December.
Contact our friendly team on

03 5320 1278 or classifieds.victoria@
austcommunitymedia.com.au

today to book
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A 2013 JURGENS
SKYGAZER J2205. In
very good cond., new
awning, new wheels &
tyres, new bra cover,
Alco hitch with (ESC)
elec. stability control,
gas/elec. hot water full
ensuite, solar panel with
batt., single beds con-
vert to double. Reg.
V9947. $33,000 ono.

0437 936 469.

Public Notices

Caravans and Motor
Homes

JAYCO DOVE 03
Sleeps 5, 12v & solar,
diesel heater, awning,
bed flies, inner spring
mattress, 11'6", 868kg.
$10,999. PORT FAIRY.

0409 148 468

REGENT Caravan,
single beds, good cond.
$24,000

0418 528 468

ALL
OUR

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDSASSIFIED

APPEAR
ONLINE

CRUSADER 2014,
Bush pack "4x4", full
ensuite-toilet, shower,
washing machine,
queen bed, club lounge,
rev. cycle air, 12 volt,
18', 2000kg. $36,990.
PORT FAIRY.

0409 148 468.

QUINTREX 450
Fishabout, 2014, 13 hrs.
Yamaha 60hp 4 stroke
outboard. $20,000.

03 5595 1113.

MARS CAMPER
TRAILER, Multi room,
Queen Pillowtop
mattress, Electronic
Brakes, Water tank,
Heavy duty battery, Off
road suspension and
Hitch, good wheels and
tyres, Anderson plug,
Rear kitchen, Electric
water pump, Porta
Potty, Jerry can holder.
Ideal for holidays, easy
to tow, 2 Gas bottle
holders, Rego X09996,
Priced to sell $4250
ONO, 0407 547 411

COROMAL 2010, light
weight 1030kg, only 14'
9" long, double island
bed, cafe dinette,
elevated fridge, 12 volt
system. $16,990. PORT
FAIRY. 0409 148 468.

BOAT FOR SALE 2001
Savage 380 Jabiru
15 HP 2 stroke Yamaha
motor
Lowrance Hook finder,
bimini, front casting
deck and extras
Rego to March 2024
$3,900 ono
0409258848

Start your journalism career
with the most rewarding traineeship
in the industry — at the forefront of
digital news in regional Australia.

10 traineeships available
Over 12 months you will be embedded in
a dynamic multimedia newsroom, working
across breaking and daily news to cover
local, regional and national issues in an
ethical and independent team. Learn from
experienced journalists and editors telling
the stories that celebrate, define and
strengthen the community where you live.
Develop your multimedia, data and social
news skills on our national digital news
desk to keep an audience of more than
four million Australians across over 100
brands informed and entertained.

Your growth and development
Our bespoke on-the-job training
program includes the latest digital tools
and techniques, video and audio, data
journalism, photography, social media,
audience and engagement, and practical
media law.

Locations available
• The Canberra Times (ACT)
• Newcastle Herald (NSW)
• The Border Mail

(Albury/Wodonga, VIC)
• The Examiner (Launceston, TAS)
• Illawarra Mercury

(Wollongong, NSW)
• The Courier (Ballarat, VIC)
• The Standard (Warrnambool, VIC)
• Central Western Daily (Orange, NSW)

• Bendigo Advertiser (Bendigo, VIC)
• The Daily Advertiser

(Wagga Wagga, NSW).

Required skills
• Exceptional written and

verbal communication skills.
• Demonstrated news writing

and production skills.
• Demonstrated news multimedia

skills, including video.
• Excellent general and current

affairs knowledge.
• Passion for journalism and its

role in society, especially
regional communities.

• High academic performance.
• An inquiring mind.
• Ability to thrive in a fast-paced,

deadline-focused environment.
• Australia-wide mobility.

Qualifications
Bachelor’s degree in
Communications, Journalism,
or a related field as a minimum.

Benefits
• Extensive and immersive

editorial training opportunities
• Competitive annual salary
• Join Australia’s largest

independently-owned news
organisation, ACM.

Your journalism career starts here.
APPLY NOW. Applications close Friday, December 1

Positions VacantBoats and
Accessories

COROMAL 2018, 20.6ft
set up, ready to go.
Everything inc, full en-
suite, Qbed, wash
/mach, fresh water and
gray water tanks, solar,
plus more. In great
cond. $54,000.

0428 391 182

A VAN CRUISELINER
ADVENTURE PLUS

2020 MODEL
Top of range off road
model. Extras inc ACCO
stability control, An-
nexe, Outdoor cooker /
BBQ and much more.
$39,000 0409453954.

Caravans &
Camping

A'VAN 2004, 15ft. One
owner, single beds,
innerspring mattress,
m/wave, gas cooktop,
battery, 12V lights.
Good cond. $14,000.

0408 368 939

GALVANISED Trailers
tandems, single axles,
hydraulic tippers, stock
crates. From $1950.

www.trailerguy.com.au
PORT FAIRY.
0409 148 468.

Caravans and Motor
Homes

Trailers

LOTUS SPRINT '08,
semi off-road, 24ft fami-
ly van, bunks, QS bed,
separate shower, toilet
(new), rev. cycle a/c,
solar x 3, batt. x 2, roller
rocker susp. shockers,
2 x 95ltr water tanks, 1
grey water tank, full
annexe, compressor
fridge, L shape lounge,
converts to extra bed,
full stove, grill & oven
(never used). Lots of
storage, 12 mths reg,
Tare 2260. GVM 2900.
Awesome van that can
be taken off the beaten
track. $46,000.

0427 508 990.

REBECCA

Long hair, sexy

Streaming service

0447 083 468

JAYCO Freedom Pop-
top 2004.17ft. 2 Single
beds 2 new tyres. New
awning. As new annex.
6 months rego.
R/N Q46 949 $16,000

03 55232821.

CM
M
30

60
2C

P

Notice of Public Comment

ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration
Drilling Program Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is inviting public comment on the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program Environment Plan. The public comment period will run for 30 days between
16 November and 18 December 2023.

The public can view the Environment Plan and associated documents on the
National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority
(NOPSEMA) website by visiting https://consultation.nopsema.gov.au

About the proposed activity: ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake
exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 andT/49P located in
Commonwealth waters of the Otway Basin, 19 km offshore of Victoria and
28 km offshore of King Island, Tasmania.

The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program involves seabed surveys at up to a
maximum of nine locations, and drilling up to amaximum of six exploration wells in
water depths ranging from 53m to 500m. The activity is scheduled to commence no
earlier than 1st of April 2024 and will be completed no later than 31st of December
2028, with the exact timing dependent on the acceptance of the Environment Plan
and the availability of a mobile offshore drilling unit.

22yo First Time
Warnambool

Everything In/Out
0459 975 902

MERCEDES 1734 SEMI TRAILER
with cattle crate

No further use. As new floor, airbag
suspension, V6 340 HP, 10 speed gearbox.

XJV-5JV. Cattle crate can be removed
for hay cartage.

$19,990 neg. 0417 613 806

Caravans and Motor
Homes

Public Notices Adult ServicesTrucks
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Consultation on offshore petroleum
environment plans

Information for the community

The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) is Australia’s 
independent expert regulator for health and safety, structural and well integrity, and environmental 
management for offshore petroleum and greenhouse gas storage activities in Commonwealth waters.



The protection and preservation of the marine environment is best achieved when there 
are opportunities for the community to participate in the environmental approvals 
process through consultation.

Who can participate?

Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009 (the 
regulations) there are several ways the community can 
participate in the environmental approvals process for 
offshore petroleum activities in Commonwealth waters. 

Public comment for new projects and 
exploration activities 

Offshore project proposals (OPPs) for new offshore 
petroleum projects and environment plans for offshore 
petroleum exploration activities are subject to a 
mandatory public comment period. Public comment 
must be done before the OPP or environment plan is 
submitted to NOPSEMA for assessment. Further 
information about public comment can be found at 
nopsema.gov.au.

Relevant persons consultation

Titleholders must consult with a specific category of 
people or organisations referred to as ‘relevant persons’ 
while preparing an environment plan for any offshore 
petroleum activity. This consultation must be done before 
the environment plan is submitted to NOPSEMA.

Some categories of relevant persons are specified in the 
regulations, such as government departments, however 
the information in this brochure is for the category of 
relevant persons who are not specified but who have 
‘functions, interests or activities’ that may be affected by 
the offshore activity.

Correspondence directly to the regulator (NOPSEMA)

You can send correspondence directly to NOPSEMA; 
however, this generally cannot be considered until after 
the environment plan has been submitted. It is always 
better to use the public comment and relevant persons 
consultation processes in the first instance.

What is ‘relevant persons’ 
consultation?

Consultation on offshore petroleum activities is a 
two-way process where information is shared between 
titleholders and relevant persons. It is a requirement for 
titleholders when preparing an environment plan and is 
an important part of good environmental management. 

Consultation provides an opportunity for people or 
organisations who may be affected by an offshore 
petroleum activity to raise concerns, including objections 
or claims, about the potential impacts of the activity, to 
seek information about how they may be affected, and 
how the titleholder intends to manage the activity to 
ensure the associated impacts are as low as reasonably 
practicable and are acceptable. 

Information provided by relevant persons in consultation 
may also help titleholders better understand the values 
and sensitivities of the environment and inform the 
evaluation of the potential impacts and risks associated 
with the activity and how to manage them appropriately.

Am I a relevant person?

You may be a relevant person if you or your organisation 
have functions, interests, or activities that may be 
affected by an offshore petroleum activity proposed 
under an environment plan being prepared or already 
underway under an environment plan being revised. 

The terms ‘functions’ ‘interests’ and ‘activities’ should be 
read broadly. You do not have to have a legal or financial 
interest that may be affected by an offshore petroleum 
activity to be a relevant person. 

Interests that may be affected can include things like 
cultural and spiritual connections to the sea or interests 
in the protection of specific marine species. However, to 
be a relevant person your interests should be more than a 
general interest in the environment and/or offshore 
petroleum activities.

https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/have%20your%20say%20brochure%20-%20may%202023_0.pdf
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2023-04/A653855%20-%20An%20overview%20of%20the%20offshore%20petroleum%20lifecycle.pdf
https://www.nopsema.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/Environment%20Plan%20Content%20Requirements%20Guidance%20Note.pdf


If I am a representative body, can I 
consult on behalf of all my members?

The law recognises that interests may be held 
communally. In some cases, all members of a community 
may agree that their representative body can consult on 
their behalf. However, this may not always be the case. 
Representative bodies should inform titleholders whether 
or not they have the authority to consult with titleholders 
on behalf of all their members.

Representative bodies, such as peak bodies and 
prescribed body corporates, may be relevant persons in 
their own right. They may also be an initial point of contact 
for titleholders to seek information about who else they 
should approach for consultation.

It is the titleholder’s responsibility to provide all members 
of a community who have a shared interest opportunities 
to participate in consultation. In some circumstances, 
representative bodies may offer to assist titleholders with 
this.

Do I have to participate? 

If you are a relevant person, you have the right to be 
consulted by titleholders of offshore petroleum activities 
when they are preparing an environment plan to submit 
to NOPSEMA. 

Titleholders have a duty to provide you an opportunity to 
be consulted, however there is no obligation on you 
to participate in consultation. If you do not wish 
to be consulted, you should advise titleholders of this 
when they first contact you.

Titleholders must make reasonable efforts to consult with 
relevant persons, but the regulations do not require them 
to get a response to their requests. If you want to 
participate in consultation but need more information or 
time then it is best to communicate this to titleholders 
when they contact you. If you do not respond, they might 

assume you do not wish to be consulted.

If you are an organisation or representative body that is 
regularly approached for consultation you may consider 
developing guidance outlining how and when you want to 
be consulted. You could also consider documenting your 
functions, interests and activities. Both measures may 
help with managing regular requests for consultation.

In some instances, the likelihood of you being affected 
by an activity is very low and/or the impact on your 
functions, interests or activities may be minor. For 
example, if you are only going to be affected by the 
activity in the very unlikely event of an oil spill you may 
wish to inform titleholders you only want to be 
consulted if a spill occurs as part of the requirement 
for ongoing consultation set out in the regulations.

What if I want to be consulted but 
the titleholder hasn’t contacted me?

Titleholders have a duty to identify who may be a 
relevant person and provide them opportunities to 
participate in consultation. However, even with best 
endeavors, titleholders may miss people or organisations 
who may be relevant. 

If you believe you are a relevant person and you want 
to be consulted on offshore petroleum activities, then 
you should contact titleholders directly and identify 
yourself as a relevant person.

If a titleholder refuses to consult with you, and you 
believe you are a relevant person, you can write to 
NOPSEMA. Once an environment plan is submitted 
to NOPSEMA, this information can be considered in the 
assessment of whether or not the titleholder has met the 
requirements for consultation. 

It is always better to attempt to resolve issues with 
the titleholder in the first instance. Relevant persons 
consultation is carried out before an environment plan is 
submitted, so NOPSEMA is limited in its ability to require 
titleholders to consult with a particular person or 
organisation.



What is the process for consultation?

There is no detailed process set out for how consultation 
should be carried out, however  there are requirements 
that must be met under the regulations. These include:

• That you are given sufficient information to make 
an informed assessment about whether you are 
likely to be affected by the activity, how you may be 
affected, and to raise any concerns, including 
objections or claims, about the potential impacts of 
the activity.

• That you are given a reasonable period of time 
to consider the information provided to you and 
give feedback to the titleholder on the potential 
impacts of the activity on your functions, interests 
or activities.

What constitutes sufficient information and a reasonable 
period of time depends on several factors including the 
nature of your functions, interests and activities. You 
should communicate as early as possible in consultation 
with titleholders about what information and how much 
time you may need so that they can consider, respond 
and address these in their planning.

The information provided to you should be in a form that 
is appropriate and readily accessible to you. Consultation 
is generally a two-way process where information is 
shared between titleholders and relevant persons rather 
than a one-way process of seeking feedback to a fact 
sheet or high-level information. 

What if I don’t have the resources to 
participate? 
If you are a relevant person and you believe you have 
information that is important to the understanding of the 
potential impacts of an offshore petroleum activity or 
you want to raise concerns, including objections or 
claims, then you should discuss with the titleholder how 
you can participate in consultation.

This might include requesting information in a different 
format, asking for more time to consider information 
or help to understand the information to provide an 
informed response. 

There is no requirement in the law for titleholders to pay 
the costs incurred by relevant persons to be consulted, 
however they may choose to provide assistance to 
relevant persons to ensure consultation is carried out 
efficiently and is robust. This is a matter between the 
titleholder and relevant persons. 

How do I make sure my views are 
considered?
It is important to communicate clearly when 
participating in consultation with titleholders. You may 
provide information to titleholders that helps them 
understand the environment and raise specific concerns, 
objections or claims about the potential impacts of the 
activity or the way the titleholder proposes to manage 
the activity to ensure the associated impacts are as low 
as reasonably practicable and are acceptable.

The information you provide to a titleholder during 
consultation must be considered by that titleholder and 
addressed in their environment plan for NOPSEMA to 
consider in its assessment and decision-making. 

NOPSEMA publishes environment plans on its website 
when they are submitted for public comment,  for 
assessment and when they are approved. Relevant 
persons have the right to request that the information 
they have provided in consultation is not published and 
titleholders must ensure they communicate this right to 
relevant persons.



Do I need to respond to a request for 
consultation?

There is no obligation for relevant persons to respond to a 
request for consultation from a titleholder. However, 
if you are provided an opportunity to participate in 
consultation and you do not want to be consulted, or you 
only want to be consulted on specific offshore petroleum 
activities or environmental matters, then it is best that 
you communicate this to titleholders as soon as they 
contact you. If you do not respond to requests for 
consultation, titleholders may make many repeated 
attempts to contact you.

NOPSEMA can help you understand the 
requirements for consultation and how to effectively 
participate in the process. Please contact 
communications@nopsema.gov.au for assistance.

Do titleholders need my consent?

Titleholders are not required by law to obtain agreement 
or consent from relevant persons for their offshore 
petroleum activities to proceed; however, they are 
required to demonstrate in their environment plan how 
the concerns, objections or claims raised by relevant 
persons were considered and demonstrate that their 
response to that information was appropriate.

NOPSEMA’s  assessment and decision-making will 
consider if titleholders have adequately demonstrated in 
the environment plan that genuine consultation has taken 
place with relevant persons in accordance with 
regulations.

Relevant persons should be aware that while you are free 
to respond on any matter and raise any concern, this may 
not be able to be considered if it is outside the scope or 
purpose of the environment plan and approval process. 
Examples of issues that may not be considered under the 
regulations include statements of fundamental objection 
to offshore petroleum activities or information containing 
personal threats or profanities.



Further information

For further information visit nopsema.gov.au or 
contact communications@nopsema.gov.au.

Key legislation

Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage Act 2006
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999.

Contact details

p: +61 (08) 6188 8700
e: communications@nopsema.gov.au

Head office: Level 10, Alluvion Building
58 Mounts Bay Road, Perth WA 6000

Postal: GPO Box 2568 - Level 10 58 Mounts 
Bay Road, Perth WA 6000

nopsema.gov.au

National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 
Management Authority (NOPSEMA)

ABN 22 385 178 289 Published May 2023

www.nopsema.gov.au
www.nopsema.gov.au
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Introduction to the Research – King Island Residents Survey

US oil and gas company ConocoPhillips has applied to conduct seismic blasting to explore for gas reserves in the sea to the west of King Island. Seismic blasting uses high-

pressure sound waves to detect gas under the seabed. The acquisition area is located 27km west of King Island and covers an area of 4,089km2, including part of the Zeehan

Commonwealth Marine Reserve. This seismic blasting is proposed to take place between August 1 – October 31, 2021.

In order to gain feedback from King Island residents, aged 18 years and over, and determine the level of support for and opposition to the proposed seismic testing, the

Wilderness Society instructed EMRS, the independent research firm, to design and implement a survey giving all King Island residents an equal opportunity to have their say

about the testing.

EMRS was assigned to undertake the design and conduct of the research, in close consultation with the Wilderness Society, and to provide full analysis and reporting on the

data gathered.

Quantitative Survey of King Island Residents

In order to collect the required information to meet the specified objectives, EMRS adopted a quantitative survey methodology: namely, the approach of an unaddressed mail

survey that was delivered to all households on King Island, with a return-paid envelope addressed to EMRS.

Survey packs landed in mailboxes in the week commencing the 19th of July 2021, and the completed returns were accepted up until the 27th of August 2021. In total, n=537

King Island residents aged 18 years and over participated in the survey.

The following report presents the findings of the survey. The data gathered and analysis of the results are provided in detail in the body of the report, while this summary

presents the key informational insights gained.

Executive Summary
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Executive Summary 
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Negative attitudes toward seismic blasting for gas exploration in the sea off King 
Island were dominant, with 96% of the residents surveyed opposing it to some 
degree and the great majority of these stating they “definitely oppose” it.

▪ 96% - TOTAL OPPOSE
‐ 93% “definitely oppose”
‐ 3% “somewhat oppose”

▪ 2% - TOTAL SUPPORT

▪ 2% - “unsure”

Level of Community Support 
for Seismic Blasting Gas Exploration 

The residents surveyed expressed a strong call for the community to have a 
say in whether the proposed seismic blasting goes ahead, with 97% saying 
yes to some degree and the great majority of these stating “yes, definitely”. 

▪ 97% - TOTAL YES 
‐ 93% “yes, definitely”
‐ 4% “yes, somewhat”

▪ 3% - TOTAL NO 

▪ 0% (n=1) - “unsure”

Level of Community Awareness 
of the Seismic Blasting Plans 

There was a high level of overall awareness among the surveyed residents 
of the plans for the seismic blasting to the West of King Island. The majority 
confirmed they had been aware of it to some degree prior to the survey. 

▪ 85% - TOTAL AWARE 
‐ 50% “definitely aware”
‐ 35% “somewhat aware”

▪ 14% - TOTAL UNAWARE 

▪ 1% - “unsure”

In contrast, the majority of surveyed residents felt that “no”, the community 
had not had a say in the decision-making process on the proposed seismic 
blasting.

▪ 77% - TOTAL NO 

▪ 15% - TOTAL YES 
‐ 9% “yes, definitely”
‐ 6% “yes, somewhat”

▪ 8% - “unsure”

Whether the King Island Community Should Have a Say 
in the Proposed Seismic Testing Going Ahead

Wilderness Society | King Island Residents Survey 2021 – Research Report | EMRS 

Whether the King Island Community Has Had a Say 
in the Decision-Making Process
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Executive Summary
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Negative attitudes toward oil and gas exploration in the sea off King Island more 
generally were also pronounced, with 94% of the residents surveyed opposing it 
to some degree and the great majority of these stating “definitely oppose”.

▪ 94% - TOTAL OPPOSE
‐ 89% “definitely oppose”
‐ 5% “somewhat oppose”

▪ 5% - TOTAL SUPPORT

▪ 1% - “unsure”

Level of Community Support 
for Oil and Gas Exploration 

A high degree of importance was attributed to the marine environment, with 
99% of the residents confirming it was important to them to some degree 
and the great majority of these stating “very important”. 

▪ 99% - TOTAL IMPORTANT 
‐ 95% “very important”
‐ 4% “somewhat important”

▪ 0% (n=2) - “not very important”

▪ 0% (n=2) - “unsure”

Perceived Importance 
of the Marine Environment
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In summary:

❖ A high level of community opposition was evident to both the seismic blasting for gas exploration, and 
oil and gas exploration more generally, in the seas off King Island.

❖ There was a relatively high level of overall community awareness of the seismic blasting plans.

❖ The clear majority of residents felt the community should have a say in whether the seismic blasting 
goes ahead; and the majority were of the view that the community had not had a say in the decision-
making process.

❖ Virtually all residents confirmed that the marine environment was important to them to some degree.
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Background to the Research

US oil and gas company ConocoPhillips has applied to conduct seismic blasting to explore for gas reserves in the sea to the west of King Island. Seismic blasting uses high-

pressure sound waves to detect gas under the seabed. The acquisition area is located 27km west of King Island and covers an area of 4,089km2, including part of the Zeehan

Commonwealth Marine Reserve. This seismic blasting is proposed to take place between August 1 – October 31, 2021.

Scope of the Research

In order to gain feedback from King Island residents, aged 18 years and over, and determine the level of support for and opposition to the proposed seismic testing, the

Wilderness Society instructed EMRS, the independent research firm, to design and implement a survey giving all King Island residents an equal opportunity to have their say

about the testing.

EMRS was assigned to undertake the design and conduct of the research, in close consultation with the Wilderness Society, and to provide full analysis and reporting on the

data gathered.

Aims of the Research

Quantitative Survey of King Island Residents

In order to gain feedback from King Island residents on the proposed seismic testing to search for gas reserves, the primary aim of the research was to identify:

▪ The level of support for and opposition to seismic blasting for gas exploration in the sea off King Island; along with

▪ Awareness of the proposed testing among the King Island community;

▪ Perceptions of the community having a say on the testing; and

▪ The work and recreational uses of the seas around King Island.

2

Background, Scope and Aims of the Research
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Objectives of the Research

Quantitative Survey of King Island Residents

Specifically, the informational objectives were to evaluate, via a quantitative survey methodology:

▪ The level of support for and opposition to the seismic blasting for gas exploration in the sea off King Island;

▪ Awareness prior to the survey of plans by an oil and gas exploration company to undertake seismic blasting to the west of King Island;

▪ Views on the King island community having a say on the proposal and being involved in the decision-making process on it going ahead; 

▪ The level of support for and opposition to oil and gas exploration in general in the sea off King Island;

▪ The respondents’ perceptions of the importance of the marine environment;

▪ The extent of their dependence on a marine-based income;

▪ The sector of the economy in which they work; and 

▪ Their usage of the seas around King Island.

3

Objectives of the Research
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The Research Methodology

Quantitative Survey of King Island Residents

In order to collect the required information to meet the specified objectives, EMRS adopted a quantitative survey methodology: namely, the approach of an unaddressed mail

survey that was delivered to all households on King Island, with a return-paid envelope addressed to EMRS.

The survey package sent to each household on King Island included:

o A letter,

o Three copies of the survey – one for each adult in the household (up to 3 adults), and

o One reply-paid envelope.

In order to ensure that additional survey requirements were met, additional polling packs were provided for residents to pick up at the Currie Post Office.

The data was collected by means of EMRS’ own research capability, with the progress and content of the data collection being closely monitored throughout to ensure quality

control.

Survey packs landed in mailboxes in the week commencing the 19th of July 2021, and the completed returns were accepted up until the 27th of August 2021. In total, n=537

King Island residents aged 18 years and over participated in the survey.

4

Research Methodology
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Reporting on the Results

Where percentages do not sum to 100, this may be due to rounding or where respondents were able to give multiple responses. Throughout the report, an asterisk(*) denotes

the reason for the results not summing to 100 per cent.

The following report presents the findings of the quantitative research, conducted among a cohort of n=537 King Island residents aged 18 years and over, to identify their

perceptions of the proposed seismic testing for gas exploration in the seas off King Island, their views on the level of community consultation on the proposal, the value

they place on the marine environment, and their use of the seas around King Island for work and recreation.

The research results have been presented predominantly in charts. Any statistically significant variations in the results across the population subgroups have been

remarked upon in the analytical commentary accompanying the charts.

5

Reporting on the Results
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The King Island Residents Survey Results
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Q. Do you support or oppose seismic blasting for 
gas exploration in the sea off King Island? 

Level of Support for Seismic Blasting Gas Exploration

Chart 1 – Level of Support for Seismic Blasting Gas Exploration
(Percentage of all respondents)

The clear majority of the residents surveyed confirmed that they 
“definitely oppose” the seismic blasting for gas exploration in the 
sea off King Island (93%). 

Including the 3% who said “somewhat oppose”, a combined total 
of 96% were in opposition.   

By population subgroup, the following finding emerged:

▪ Respondents who used the seas around King Island for general 
recreation were significantly more likely to “definitely oppose” 
the seismic blasting (95%).
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TOTAL OPPOSE
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TOTAL SUPPORT
2%
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Level of Awareness of the Seismic Blasting Plans

Chart 2 – Level of Awareness of the Seismic Blasting Plans
(Percentage of all respondents)
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The majority of residents surveyed confirmed that they were 
aware to some degree of plans by an oil and gas exploration 
company to undertake seismic blasting to the west of King 
Island (85% in total).  

Of these, one half said “yes, definitely aware” (50%).

By population subgroup, the following were significantly more likely
to be aware of the plans for seismic blasting:

▪ Those who were fully dependent on a marine-based income,
73% of whom said “yes, definitely aware”. 

▪ Those who worked in the fishing sector, 68% of whom said “yes, 
definitely aware”. 

As compared to:
▪ Respondents working in the manufacturing sector, who were 

significantly more likely to report “no”, they were not aware of 
the plans (60%).

Q. Before today, were you aware of plans by an oil and gas exploration 
company to undertake seismic blasting to the west of King Island? 
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TOTAL AWARE
85%
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Q. Do you think the King Island community should have a 
say in whether this proposed seismic blasting goes ahead?

Chart 3 – Whether the King Island Community Should Have a Say 
in the Proposed Seismic Testing Going Ahead

(Percentage of all respondents)
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The clear majority of the residents surveyed confirmed that 
the King Island community should have a say in the proposed 
seismic blasting going ahead (97% in total).  

Of these, the most significant proportion by far said “yes, 
definitely” (93%).

By population subgroup, there were no significant 
variations to be noted.

Whether the King Island Community Should Have a Say 
in the Proposed Seismic Testing Going Ahead
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97%
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Q. Do you feel that the King Island community has had a 
say in the decision-making process?
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In contrast to the previous result, the clear majority of the residents 
surveyed felt that “no”, the King Island community has not had a say 
in the decision-making process or were “unsure” (85% in total).

Of these, the most significant proportion by far said a definitive “no” 
(77%).

Just 15% in total said “yes”.

By population subgroup, the following finding emerged:

▪ Respondents who were fully dependent on a marine-based 
income were somewhat more likely to state “yes, definitely” 
(19%) than the other income groups.
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Whether the King Island Community Has Had a Say 
in the Decision-Making Process

Chart 4 – Whether the King Island Community Has Had a Say 
in the Decision-Making Process
(Percentage of all respondents)

TOTAL YES
15%
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Q. Do you support or oppose oil and gas exploration in the 
sea off King Island?

1% 3% 5%

89%

1%
0

20

40

60

80

100

Definitely
support

Somewhat
support

Somewhat
oppose

Definitely
oppose

Unsure

% of respondents (n=537)

The clear majority of the residents surveyed opposed oil and 
gas exploration in the sea off King Island (94% in total).  

Of these, the greater proportion by far said “definitely oppose” 
(89%).
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Level of Support for Oil and Gas Exploration

Chart 5 – Level of Support for Oil and Gas Exploration
(Percentage of all respondents)*

TOTAL SUPPORT
5%

TOTAL OPPOSE
94%

*Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding.

By population subgroup, there were no significant 
variations to be noted.
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Q. How important is the marine environment to you?

Perceived Importance of the Marine Environment

Chart 6 – Perceived Importance of the Marine Environment
(Percentage of all respondents)†
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†The “0%” figures in the chart represent n=1 stating “neither important or unimportant”, n=2 stating “not very 
important”, and n=2 stating “unsure”.

Nearly all of the residents surveyed confirmed that the 
marine environment was important to them to some 
degree (99% in total).  

Of these, the great majority said it was “very important” 
(95%).

In total, just n=2 respondents stated it was “not very important” 
to them.
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TOTAL IMPORTANT
99%

By population subgroup, there were no significant 
variations to be noted.
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Q. To what extent are you dependent on a marine-based 
income?

Extent of Dependence on a Marine-Based Income
Survey Population Subgroups

Chart 7 – Extent of Dependence on Marine-Based Income
(Percentage of all respondents)
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Whilst the residents surveyed tended to report that they 
were “not at all dependent” on a marine-based income 
(53%), a relatively significant proportion confirmed that 
they were to some degree (44% in total). 
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Q. What sector of the economy do you work in?

Chart 8 – Employment Categories
(Percentage of all respondents)*
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* Percentages do not sum to 100 due to multiple responses being possible.
† “Other” employment sectors, each mentioned by 4% or less, included “education”, “retail/ hospitality”, “health”, 
“transport/ freight”, “manufacturing”, “kelp industry”, “Government”, and “trades work”. 
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Employment Categories
Survey Population Subgroups

The leading sector of the economy in which the surveyed 
residents of King Island worked was “agriculture” (27%), 
followed by “general business owner” (16%), and “fishing” 
and “tourism” (15% in each case).  
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Q. How do you use the seas around King Island?

Chart 9 – Use of the Seas around King Island
(Percentage of all respondents)*
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As the responses indicated, the majority of residents used the seas around 
King Island for recreational activities.

Most frequently mentioned was “general recreation – e.g. swimming, diving, 
boating etc.” (74% in total), followed by “recreational fishing” (66%).

“Surfing” and “work” also recorded relatively high rates of mention (23% and 
19% respectively).

Just 1% of the respondents (n=3) reported that they made “no use of the seas”.

* Percentages do not sum to 100 due to multiple responses being possible.
† “Other” uses, each mentioned by 3% or less, included “spiritual practices/ meditation”, 
“walking/ beachcombing”, “natural beauty/ nature”, and “exercise/ mental health”.
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Use of the Seas around King Island
Survey Population Subgroups

Respondents significantly more likely to mention using the seas for “work” were:

▪ Those fully dependent on a marine-based income (79%)
▪ Those employed in fishing (80%)

Respondents significantly more likely to mention using the seas for “recreational fishing” were:

▪ Those employed in agriculture (80%)

Respondents somewhat more likely to mention using the seas for “general recreation” were:

▪ Those employed in tourism (88%)
▪ Those classified as a general business owner (88%)

Respondents somewhat more likely to mention using the seas for “surfing” were:

▪ Those employed in fishing (37%)



 

 

 

Otway Exploration Drilling Program 
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Legislative and Other Requirements 
Establishing the Context 
 

The identification of legislative and other environmental requirements that apply to the Otway 
exploration drilling program provides important context for the evaluation of environmental 
impacts and risks. ConocoPhillips Australia is required to have regard for all relevant context 
when defining the acceptable level of impacts and risks, including (among other things) laws, 
policies, standards, conventions, statutory instruments such as recovery plans for threatened 
species and plans of management for protected places. 

Predictions of environmental impact and risk must be made with legislative and other 
requirements in place as they represent the minimum level of environmental management 
required. Control measures are then implemented to ensure that these requirements are 
complied with. 

The primary legislation governing the exploration project is the Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act) and the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 
Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009 (OPGGS(E) Regulations).  

Currently identified ‘legislative and other environmental requirements’ have been collated 
below. 

Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Commonwealth Legislation and Regulations  

Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage 
Act 2006 (OPGGS Act, 
the Act)  

Provides the legislative framework for the exploration and recovery of petroleum and 
greenhouse gas (GHG) activities in Commonwealth waters (those areas that are more 
than three nautical miles from the territorial seal baseline). This Act establishes the Joint 
Authority for each offshore area, the National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator 
(NOPTA) and the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management 
Authority (NOPSEMA). 

The Joint Authorities are responsible for key petroleum title decisions in Commonwealth 
waters including, but not limited to, the release and grant of offshore petroleum 
exploration areas.  

NOPTA administers titles and data management for petroleum and greenhouse gas 
(GHG) titles in Commonwealth waters and provides expert advice, administration, 
compliance monitoring and data management in accordance with OPGGS Act. 

NOPSEMA is the Independent regulator for health and safety, structural (well) integrity 
and environmental management for all offshore petroleum and GHG operations in 
Commonwealth waters and in coastal waters where regulatory powers and functions 
have been conferred.  
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Offshore Petroleum and 
Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) 
Regulations 2009 
(OPGGS(E) Regulations, 
Environment 
Regulations) 

The Environment Regulations provide for the robust regulation of environmental 
management of petroleum and greenhouse gas storage activities in Commonwealth 
waters, and aim to ensure that activities in these areas are: 

• Undertaken in a manner that is consistent with ecologically sustainable development 
• In line with the objective that environmental impacts and risks are reduced to as low 

as reasonably practicable and are of an acceptable level. 

The Regulations require that a NOPSEMA accepted Environment Plan (EP) and Oil 
Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) be place for any petroleum activity prior to 
commencement. They also establish requirements for consultation in preparing an EP 
and for public comment. 

Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) 

The EPBC Act is the Australian Government's central piece of environmental legislation 
which provides a legal framework to protect and manage nationally and internationally 
important flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage places—defined in the EPBC 
Act as matters of national environmental significance. 

On 28 February 2014, the NOPSEMA Program, which was endorsed by the Australian 
Government under the EBPC Act, came into effect. The Program provides for NOPSEMA 
to assess and make approval decisions for new offshore petroleum development projects 
and shorter-term activities. 

NOPSEMA’s environmental assessment processes consider all project- and activity-
specific environmental impacts and risks, including but not limited to those relevant to 
matters protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act. Decision-making under the Program 
ensures that environmental impacts and risks, including to matters protected under Part 
3 of the EPBC Act, will be of an acceptable level and reduced to as low as reasonably 
practicable (ALARP).  The object of the Environment Regulations is also to ensure that any 
petroleum activity or greenhouse gas storage activity is carried out in a manner 
consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development as set out in 
section 3A of the EPBC Act. 

Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) include: 

• World heritage properties 
• National heritage places 
• Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar wetlands) 
• Nationally threatened species and ecological communities 
• Migratory species  
• Commonwealth marine areas 
• The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
• Nuclear actions (including uranium mining) 
• A water resource, in relation to coal seam gas and large coal mining developments. 

Example: Under the EPBC Act, all cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises) are 
protected within the Australian Whale Sanctuary, which includes all Commonwealth 
waters from the state waters limit out to the boundary of the Exclusive Economic Zone. 
Section 229 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence to kill, injure or interfere with a cetacean 
within the Australia Whale Sanctuary.  
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity 
Conservation 
Regulations 2000 (EPBC 
Regulations)  

Provides for the listing of threatened species and ecological communities, registration of 
critical habitats, the development of recovery and threat abatement plans and 
conservation agreements.  

Part 8 – Interacting with cetaceans and whale watching provides for the protection and 
conservation of cetaceans, including: 

• Exclusion and cautions zones around cetaceans and calves 

• Speed restrictions  

• Avoidance actions 

• Posting a lookout 

• Aircraft heights. 

Part 9 provides for the conservation of biodiversity in commonwealth areas, Part 10 
provides management principles for protected areas, and Parts 11 and 12 provide for 
commonwealth reserves and activities within these areas. 

Protection of the Sea 
(Prevention of Pollution 
from Ships) Act 1983 

• Part III (Prevention of 
pollution by noxious 
substances) 

• Part IIIA (Prevention of 
pollution by packaged 
harmful substances) 

• Part IIIC (Prevention of 
pollution by garbage) 

Regulates ship-related operational activities and invokes certain requirements of the 
MARPOL Convention relating to discharge of noxious liquid substances, sewage, garbage, 
air pollution etc. It requires that ships >400 gross tonnes have pollution emergency plans. 
Several Marine Orders (MO) are enacted under this Act relating to offshore petroleum 
activities, including:  

• MO 91: Marine Pollution Prevention – Oil  
• MO 93: Marine Pollution Prevention – Noxious liquid substances  
• MO 94: Marine Pollution Prevention – Packaged harmful substances  
• MO 95: Marine Pollution Prevention – Garbage 
• MO 96: Marine Pollution Prevention – Sewage  
• MO 97: Marine Pollution Prevention – Air Pollution  
• MO 98: Marine Pollution Prevention – Anti- fouling Systems.  

The drilling rig and support vessels >400 gross tonnes will adhere to the relevant MOs by 
having a Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan (SMPEP), Oil Record Book and 
Garbage Management Plan in place and implemented, along with international pollution 
prevention certificates verifying compliance with oil, air pollution and sewage measures. 

Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority Act 
1990 (AMSA Act) 

Facilitates international cooperation and mutual assistance in preparing for and 
responding to major oil spill incidents. Encourages development and maintenance of 
capability to deal with oil pollution emergencies. 

Requirements are implemented through the Australian Maritime Safety Authority 
(AMSA), the lead agency for responding to oil spills in the Commonwealth marine 
environment responsible for implementing the Australian National Plan for Maritime 
Environmental Emergencies (NatPlan). 

AMSA Marine Orders 
Part 94 (Marine pollution 
prevention – packaged 
harmful substances) 
2014 

Sets out the requirements for preventing harmful substances carried by regulated 
Australian vessels, domestic commercial vessels and Australian recreation vessels from 
entering the marine environment, including management of: 

• Harmful substances in packaged form  
• Washing substances overboard 
• Notifying and reporting an incident. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

AMSA Marine Orders 
Part 95 (Marine pollution 
prevention – garbage) 
2018 

Sets out the requirements for management of: 

• Cargo residues 

• Discharges of animal carcasses 

• Garbage management plans 

• Garbage record books. 

Navigation Act 2012 (& 
Regulations 2013) and 
various Marine Orders 
(appropriate to vessel 
class) enacted under this 
Act 

Regulates ship-related activities in Commonwealth waters including Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) and specific requirements for navigational lighting and invokes certain 
requirements of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL 73/78) relating to equipment and construction of ships. 

Although the Act does not apply to the operation of petroleum facilities, it may apply to 
some of the actions of seabed survey and support vessels (seafarers) in Australian waters. 
Of relevance are: 

• Chapter 6 (Safety of navigation), particularly Part 3 (Prevention of collisions). 

• AMSA MO 21 Safety of Navigation and Emergency Procedures. 

• AMSA MO 27 Safety of Navigation and Radio Equipment. 

• AMSA MO 30 Prevention of Collisions. 

• AMSA MO 50 Special purpose vessels, such as those used for offshore drilling.  

• AMSA MO 70 Seafarer certification. 

Biosecurity Act 2015 

Biosecurity obligations are administered by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF) and include ballast water and biofouling requirements, specifically: 

• Pre-arrival information must be reported through MARS before arriving in Australian 
waters 

• Biofouling management plan and record book in place 

• Offshore Biofouling Risk Assessment Register, which considers biofouling and ballast 
water related risks, which may lead to IMS inspections by suitably qualified personnel 

• Antifouling system certification for vessels is current and in accordance with AMSA 
Marine Order Part 98 (Antifouling systems). 

Biosecurity (Ballast 
Water and Sediment) 
Determination 2017 and 
the Australian Ballast 
Water Management 
Requirements Version 8 
(DAWE, 2020) 

The International Convention on the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water 
and Sediment (Ballast Water Management Convention) applies to waters out to 200 nm 
and is given effect in Australia through the Biosecurity Act 2015, Biosecurity (Ballast 
Water and Sediment) Determination 2017 and the Australian Ballast Water Management 
Requirements. 

Australian Ballast Water Management Requirements including ballast water treated via a 
ballast water treatment system (with Type Approval Certificate) and ballast water record 
system will be maintained with all ballast water discharges to be reported. 

Vessels moving between Australian ports and offshore installations, within Australian 
waters, will manage ballast water in accordance with Australia’s domestic ballast water 
requirements. The acceptable area for a ballast water exchange between an installation 
and an Australian port is in sea areas >500 m from the offshore installation, and >12 nm 
from the nearest land (as per DAWE, Australian Ballast Water Management 
Requirements Version 8). 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Fisheries Management 
Act 1991 (& Regulations 
2009) 

Administered by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority’s (AFMA’s) to: 

• Implement efficient and cost-effective fisheries management on behalf of the 
Commonwealth 

• Ensure the exploitation of fisheries resources and the carrying on of any related 
activities are conducted in a manner consistent with the principles of ESD  

• Maximise the net economic returns to the Australian community from the 
management of Australian fisheries 

• Ensure accountability to the fishing industry and to the Australian community in 
management of fisheries resources, and  

• Achieve government targets in relation to the recovery of the costs of AFMA. 

Underwater Cultural 
Heritage Act 2018 

Protects the heritage values of shipwrecks, sunken aircraft and relics (older than 75 
years) in Australian Territorial waters from the low water mark to the outer edge of the 
continental shelf (excluding the State’s internal waterways). The Act allows for protection 
through the designation of protection zones. Activities / conduct prohibited within each 
zone will be specified. 

Tasmanian Legislation 

Environmental 
Management and 
Pollution Control Act 
2004 (EMPCA) 

The primary environment protection and pollution control legislation in Tasmania 
administered by the Environment Protection Authority (EPA-Tas). Fundamental 
objectives are the prevention, reduction and remediation of environmental harm, 
focussing on preventing environmental harm from pollution and waste. It defines the 
EPA’s jurisdiction during a spill event, prescribes the fee structure to waste events and 
environmental protection notices and regulates the management and control of 
controlled wastes. 

Relevant regulations under the EMPCA include: 

• Environmental Management and Pollution Control (General) Regulations 2017 

• Environmental Management and Pollution Control (Waste Management) Regulations 
2010 

• The EPA Division Compliance Policy provides the Director of the EPA powers of 
compliance. 

Marine-related Incidents 
(MARPOL 
Implementation) Act  
2020 (& Regulations) 

Deals specifically with discharges of oil and other pollutants from ships and gives effect in 
Tasmania to the MARPOL international convention on marine pollution. 

Living Marine Resources 
Management Act 1995  

Administered by Fishing Tasmania to achieve sustainable development of living marine 
resources having regard to the need to: 

• Increase the community's understanding of the integrity of the ecosystem upon 
which fisheries depend; and 

• Provide and maintain sustainability of living marine resources; and 

• Take account of a corresponding law; and 

• Take account of the community's needs in respect of living marine resources; and  

• Take account of the community's interests in living marine resources. 

Victorian Legislation 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Environment Protection 
Act 1970 (& various 
Regulations) 

Controls discharges and emissions (air, water) to the environment within Victoria. It gives 
the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) powers to licence premises discharges to the 
marine environment, control marine discharges and to undertake prosecutions. Provides 
for the maintenance and, where necessary, restoration of appropriate environmental 
quality and is relevant to oil pollution in Victorian state waters.  

The State Environment Protection Policy (Waters of Victoria) designates: 

• Spill response responsibilities by Victorian Authorities to be undertaken in the event of 
spills (DPT) with EPA enforcement consistent with the Act and the Pollution of Waters 
by Oil & Noxious Substances Act 1986. 

• Requires vessels not to discharge to surface waters sewage, oil, garbage, sediment, 
litter or other wastes which pose an environmental risk to surface water beneficial uses 

Discharge of domestic ballast water from emergency response vessels into Victorian 
State waters must comply with these requirements: 

• To protect state waters from marine pests introduced via domestic ballast water, 
ballast water management arrangements applying to all ships in State and territorial 
waters must be observed as per the Environment Protection (Ships’ Ballast Water) 
Regulations 2006, Waste Management Policy (Ships’ Ballast Water) and the Protocol 
for Environmental Management.  

• High risk domestic ballast water (ballast water which leachates from an Australian port 
or within the territorial sea of Australia (to 12 nm)), regardless of the source, must not 
be discharged into Victorian State waters.  

• Ship masters must undertake a ballast water risk assessment on a voyage by voyage 
basis to assess risk level, provide accurate and comprehensive information to the EPA 
on the status and risk of ballast water contained on their ships, and to manage 
domestic ballast water discharges with EPA written approval. 

Emergency Management 
Act 2013 (& Regulations 
2003) 

Provides for the establishment of governance arrangements for emergency management 
in Victoria, including the Emergency Management Commissioner and an Inspector-
General for Emergency Management. Provides for integrated and comprehensive 
prevention, response and recovery planning, involving preparedness, operational co-
ordination and community participation, in relation to all hazards. These arrangements 
are outlined in the Emergency Management Manual Victoria.  

Provides for the emergency response structure for managing emergency incidents within 
Victorian State waters, triggered in the event of a spill impacting or potentially impacting 
State waters. 

Marine (Drug, Alcohol 
and Pollution Control) 
Act 1988 

Concerns the registration of vessels, pollution of the sea, and the safe and efficient 
operation of vessels on State waters. 

Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 (& 
Regulations 2011) 

Purpose is to protect rare and threatened species; and enable and promote the 
conservation of Victoria's native flora and fauna and to provide for a choice of 
procedures that can be used for the conservation, management or control of flora and 
fauna and the management of potentially threatening processes. Where a species has 
been listed as threatened an Action statement is prepared setting out the actions that 
have or need to be taken to conserve and manage the species and community.  Action 
Statement controls for threatened species present in the environment that may be 
affected, as adopted (as relevant) within this EP. Triggered if an incident results in the 
injury or death of a FFG Act listed species (e.g. collision with a whale). 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Heritage Act 1995 

Provides for the protection and conservation of historic places, objects, shipwrecks and 
archaeological sites in state areas and waters (complementary legislation to 
Commonwealth legislation), administered by Heritage Victoria. Part 5 of the Act is 
focused on historic shipwrecks, which are defined as the remains of all ships that have 
been situated in Victorian State waters for 75 years or more. The Act addresses, among 
other things, the registration of wrecks, establishment of protected zones, and the 
prohibition of certain activities in relation to historic shipwrecks.  

May be triggered in the event of impacts to a known or previously un-located shipwreck 
in Victorian State waters whilst undertaking emergency response activities. 

Marine Safety Act 2010 
(& Regulations 2012) 

Provides for safe marine operations in Victoria, including imposing safety duties on 
owners, managers and designers of vessels, marine infrastructure and marine safety 
equipment; marine safety workers, masters and passengers on vessels; regulation and 
management of vessel use and navigation in Victorian State waters; and enforcement 
provisions of Police Officers and the Victorian Director of Transport Safety. Reflects the 
requirements of international conventions - Convention on the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea & International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea.  

Defines marine incidents and the reporting of such incidents to the Victorian Director of 
Transport Safety. Applies to vessel masters, owners, crew operating vessels in Victorian 
State waters. 

Fisheries Act 1995 (& 
Regulations 2009) 

Provides a legislative framework for the regulation, management and conservation of 
Victorian fisheries including aquatic habitats.  

Wildlife Act 1975 (& 
Regulations 2013) 

The purpose of this Act is to promote the protection and conservation of wildlife. 
Prevents wildlife from becoming extinct and prohibits and regulates persons authorised 
to engage in activities relating to wildlife (including incidents). The Wildlife (Marine 
Mammal) Regulations 2009 prescribe minimum distances to whales and seals/seal 
colonies, restrictions on feeding/touching and restriction of noise within a caution zone 
of a marine mammal (dolphins (150 m), whales (300 m) and seals (50 m). Applies where 
vessels are within State waters responding to a spill event. Prescribes minimum proximity 
distances to whales, dolphins and seals will be maintained. Triggered if an incident results 
in the injury or death of whales, dolphins or seals. 

Pollution of Waters by 
Oil and Noxious 
Substances Act 1986 
(POWBONS)  (& 
Regulations 2002) 

Established to protect the sea and other waters from pollution by oil and noxious 
substances. Implements the MARPOL Convention (the International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973) in Victorian State waters. Requires mandatory 
reporting of marine pollution incidents. Within Victorian State waters it restricts the 
discharge of treated oily bilge water according to vessel classification (>400 tonnes); 
discharge of cargo substances or mixtures; prohibition of garbage disposal and packaged 
harmful substances; restrictions on the discharge of sewage; regulator reporting 
requirements for incidents; ship construction certificates and survey requirements. 
Section 10 (Duty to report certain incidents involving oil and oily mixtures). Triggered in 
the event of a spill impacting or potentially impacting State waters. 

National and State Plans  



 

 8 

5 

Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

National Plan for 
Maritime Emergencies 
(NatPlan) (AMSA,  2000)  

Implements Australia’s obligations under the International Convention Relating to 
Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties, 1969; United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982; the International Convention on Oil Pollution 
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation, 1990; and the Protocol on Preparedness, 
Response and Co-operation to Pollution Incidents by Hazardous and Noxious Substances, 
2000 with respect to the management of maritime environmental emergencies.  

State Maritime 
Emergencies (non-search 
and rescue) Plan 
(Victoria) (EMV, 2013) 

Applies to Maritime Emergencies (non-search and rescue) including marine pollution 
which results, or may result, in a prohibited discharge into state waters of oil, an oily 
mixture, or an undesirable substance.  

• Provides the Victorian Marine Pollution Contingency Plan in accordance with the 
Marine (Drug, Alcohol and Pollution Control) Act 1988 (the Act).  

• Gives effect to Victoria’s obligations under the National Plan for Maritime 
Environmental Emergencies and Intergovernmental Agreements. 

• Provides the State Emergency Response Plan Maritime Emergencies (NSR) Sub-plan in 
accordance with the Emergency Management Act 2013. 

• Provides strategic guidance for the effective management of maritime emergencies 
specifically addressing marine pollution (including oil and hazardous noxious 
substances) and/or maritime casualty NSR. 

Tasmanian Marine Oil 
and Chemical Spill 
Contingency Plan 
(TasPlan) (EPA-Tas, 
2022) 

Documents the arrangements and procedures for prevention, preparedness, response, 
and recovery from a marine pollution event in Tasmanian waters. As a State plan, it sits 
within the national framework under the National Plan for Maritime Environmental 
Emergencies (NatPlan) and in accordance with the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 
on the National Plan to Combat Pollution of the Sea by Oil and other Noxious and 
Hazardous Substances. It is as an Associated Plan to the Tasmanian Emergency 
Management Arrangements (TEMA). 

Plans and Policy Statements established under the EPBC Act  

South-east 
Commonwealth Marine 
Reserves Network 
Management Plan 2013-
23 (DNP, 2013) – 
expiring June 2023 

Outlines management strategies for research and monitoring, assessment and 
permitting, compliance, community participation, Indigenous involvement and 
environmental management. 

Identifies pressures on the conservation values of the South-east Commonwealth Marine 
Reserves Network including: 

• Noise pollution associated with shipping, other vessels and offshore mining operations 
and offshore construction. 

• Oil pollution associated with shipping, other vessels and offshore mining operations. 

• invasive species and diseases translocated by vessels. 

• Light pollution associated with offshore mining operations and other offshore 
activities, and  

• Marine debris. 

Provides management strategies and actions to achieve objectives of the plan. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Wildlife Conservation 
Plan for Seabirds (CoA, 
2020) 

Identifies objective 2: Seabirds and their habitats are protected and managed in Australia. 

Identifies resource extraction including collision with structures, oiling and incineration 
by flares; Implementing a comprehensive monitoring program of impacts of these 
offshore platforms should include nature, timing and extent of bird mortality caused by 
these structures. This information can then be used to better inform regulators 
responsible for exploration and extraction proposals; Proposals for oil and mineral 
exploration and exploitation should be adequately assessed and, as appropriate, 
conditions imposed to ensure there are no adverse effects on seabirds or their habitats. 
Acute pollution such as oil spill is explicitly identified as a direct and moderate threat to 
seabirds. 

Identifies pollution, including marine debris, lighting and acute pollution (given they 
spend much of their time on the sea surface, are vulnerable to the hazards of oil or fuel 
spills and are difficult to rehabilitate) as moderate threats with relevant actions:   

• Manage the effects of anthropogenic disturbance to seabird breeding and roosting 
areas. 

• Enhance contingency plans to prevent and/or respond to environmental emergencies 
that have an impact on seabirds and their habitats. 

Wildlife Conservation 
Plan for Migratory 
Shorebirds (DEH, 2006) 

The background paper to the plan identifies acute pollution such as oil spill as a moderate 
threat to migratory shorebirds not due to direct contact but rather through impacting 
important habitat for many years through catastrophic loss of marine benthic food 
sources.  

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

Threat Abatement Plan 
for the Impacts of 
Marine Debris on 
Vertebrate wildlife of 
Australia’s coasts and 
oceans (DoEE, 2018) 

Address key threatening processes listed under section 183 of the EBPC Act.  Details 
harmful marine debris impacts on a range of marine life, including protected birds, 
sharks, turtles) and marine mammals. DoEE (2018) defines harmful marine debris to 
include all plastics and other types of debris from domestic or international sources that 
may cause harm to vertebrate marine wildlife. This includes land sourced plastic garbage 
(e.g. bags, bottles, ropes, fibreglass, piping, insulation, paints and adhesives), derelict 
fishing gear from recreational and commercial fishing activities and ship-sourced, solid 
nonbiodegradable floating materials lost or disposed of at sea. 

EPBC Act Policy 
Statement 2.1 – 
Interactions between 
Offshore Seismic 
Exploration and Whales: 
Industry Guideline 

Provides practical standards to minimise the risk of acoustic injury to whales in the 
vicinity of seismic survey operations and provides a framework that minimises the risk of 
biological consequences from acoustic disturbance from seismic sources to whales in 
biologically important habitat areas or during critical behaviours. 

Although these guidelines are specifically designed for seismic survey interactions with 
cetaceans, some of the provisions may also afford protection for marine species during 
survey and drilling activities (DEWHA, 2008). 

Recovery Plans established under the EPBC Act: Set out the research and management actions necessary to stop the 
decline of, and support the recovery of, listed threatened species or threatened ecological communities. The aim of a 
recovery plan is to maximise the long-term survival in the wild of a threatened species or ecological community. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Recovery Plan for 
Marine Turtles in 
Australia (CoA, 2017) 

Identifies marine debris as a threat resulting in entanglement or ingestion, with no 
directly relevant objectives or management actions.  

Identifies chemical and terrestrial discharge (including spills from vessels and drilling 
operations) as a threat. Action Area A.4 Minimise chemical and terrestrial discharge: 
Note: none of the 22 marine turtle stocks identified have nesting or foraging habitat 
within the Environmental Planning Area. 

Identifies light pollution as a threat where it disrupts critical nesting and hatching 
behaviours. Action Area A.8: Minimise light pollution: Note: none of the 22 marine turtle 
stocks identified have nesting or foraging habitat within the Environmental Planning 
Area. from multiple sources of onshore and offshore light pollution. 

Identifies vessel disturbance as a threat where it disrupts benthic feeding and 
internesting behaviours, particularly in shallow coastal foraging habitats; and noise 
interference as a threat (including vessel movements and noise from oil and gas 
infrastructure) which may lead to avoidance of important habitat for marine turtle stocks. 
Action Area A.1: Maintain and improve efficacy of legal and management protections. 
None of the 22 marine turtle stocks identified have nesting or foraging habitat within the 
Environmental Planning Area.  

Conservation 
Management Plan for 
the Blue Whale - A 
Recovery Plan under the 
Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999, 
2015-2025 (DOE, 2015)  

Long-term recovery objective for blue whales is to minimise anthropogenic threats to 
allow for their conservation status to improve so that they can be removed from the 
EPBC Act threatened species list.  

Identifies noise interference as a threat, with industrial and shipping noise rated as minor 
risks when taking a precautionary approach. Management Action Area A.2: Assessing and 
addressing anthropogenic noise: 

• Assessing the effect of anthropogenic noise on Blue Whale behaviour. 

• Anthropogenic noise in biologically important areas will be managed such that any 
Blue Whale continues to utilise the area without injury and is not displaced from a 
foraging area. 

Identifies vessel disturbance as a key threat, with vessel collision rated as a high risk. 
Management Action Area A.4: Minimising vessel collisions: 

• Ensure all vessel strike incidents are reported in the National Ship Strike Database. 

• Ensure the risk of vessel strikes is considered when assessing actions that increase 
vessel traffic in areas where blue whales occur and, if required, appropriate mitigation 
measures are implemented.  

Identifies habitat modification as a threat, with no explicit relevant objectives or 
management actions identified. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Conservation 
Management Plan for 
the Southern Right 
Whale - A Recovery Plan 
under the Environment 
Protection and 
Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999, 
2011-2021 (DSEWPC, 
2012) 

Long-term recovery objective is to minimise anthropogenic threats to allow the 
conservation status of the southern right whale to improve so that it can be removed 
from the threatened species list under the EPBC Act. 

Identifies marine debris resulting in entanglement as a moderate risk threat to the 
southeast population, with no directly relevant objectives or management actions 
identified.  

Identifies vessel disturbance as a high risk threat to the southeast population. 
Management Action A5: addressing vessel collisions: 

• Develop a national ship strike strategy that quantifies vessel movements within the 
distribution ranges of southern right whales and outlines appropriate mitigation 
measures that reduce impacts from vessel collisions. 

Identifies noise interference as a high risk threat to the southeast population. 
Management Action Area A.2: Assessing and addressing anthropogenic noise (shipping, 
industrial): Improve the understanding of what impact anthropogenic noise may have on 
southern right whale populations by:  

• Assessing anthropogenic noise in key calving areas. 

• Assessing responses of southern right whales to anthropogenic noise.  

• If necessary, developing further mitigation measures for noise impacts.  

Identifies habitat modification from acute chemical discharge as a low risk threat, with no 
explicit relevant objectives or management actions identified. 

Recovery Plan for the 
White Shark 
(Carcharodon carcharias) 
(DSEWPC, 2013) 

The recovery plan does not identify anthropogenic noise as a threat. 

Identifies habitat degradation (e.g. through pollution) as a threat with no explicit relevant 
objectives or management actions. 

National Recovery Plan 
for the Australian 
Grayling (Prototroctes 
maraena) (DSE, 2008) 

The recovery plan does not identify anthropogenic noise as a threat. 

Identifies poor water quality as a threatening process however does not explicitly identify 
pollution as a source of habitat degradation. 

National Recovery Plan 
for Threatened Albatross 
and Giant Petrels 2011-
2016 (DSEWPC, 2011) 

Overall objective to ensure the long term survival and recovery of albatross and giant 
petrel populations breeding and foraging in Australian jurisdiction by reducing or 
eliminating human related threats at sea and on land. 

Marine pollution is explicitly identified as a potential threat to long term survival in the 
wild of Albatross and Giant Petrels identified within this plan. With relevant management 
actions identified: 

• Where feasible, population monitoring programs also monitor, in a standardised 
manner, the incidence of  
o Oiled birds at the nest 
o Marine debris egestion/entanglement at the nests 
o Eggshell thinning. 

Recovery Plan for the 
White Shark 
(Carcharodon carcharias) 
(DSEWPAC, 2013) 

Sets out research and management actions to stop the decline of, and support the 
recovery of, listed threatened species or threatened ecological communities, with the 
aim of maximising long-term survival in the wild. 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

National Recovery Plan 
for the Orange-bellied 
Parrot (Neophema 
chrysogaster) 

Sets out research and management actions to stop the decline of, and support the 
recovery of, listed threatened species or threatened ecological communities, with the 
aim of maximising long-term survival in the wild. 

Identifies threats from barriers to migration and movement, though there is little more 
than anecdotal evidence for impacts. Individuals may be killed by flying into barriers, or 
behaviour may be modified by the presence of barriers, leading to avoidance of some 
habitat. Barriers may include wind energy turbines, powerlines and associated 
infrastructure, aircraft including small recreational aircraft, illuminated structures and 
illuminated boats. The impacts of these barriers may be greatest where they occur on 
migration routes, where a large portion of the population may be exposed to the barrier 
during a key life stage. 

National Recovery Plan 
for the Dwarf Galaxias 
(Galaxiella pusilla) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Recovery Plan for the 
Grey Nurse Shark 
(Carcharias Taurus) 

Identifies habitat degradation (e.g. through coastal development, pollution and 
introduced species) as a threat to species long-term survival.  

Relevant management action identified to review and assess the potential threat of 
introduced species and pollutants. 

Recovery Plan for Three 
Handfish Species 

Identifies habitat degradation (from marine and coastal developments and pollution) as a 
principal threat to the species identified in the plan.  

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

Recovery Plan for the 
Australian Sea-lion 
(Neophoca cinerea) 

Identifies factors that may be contributing to the lack of population recovery including 
pollution and oil spill, and vessel strike. 

Relevant management action includes implementation of jurisdictional oil spill response 
strategies as required. 

Recovery plan for the 
Gould’s Petrel 
(Pterodroma leucoptera 
leucoptera)  

The plan refers to oil spills, stating that oceanic oil spills may pose some risk give in 
oceanic feeding habits. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

Recovery Plans / 
Conservation Advice for 
other listed threatened 
and/or migratory MNES 
species 

Recovery Plans / Conservation Advice for other species that may occur in the relevant 
EMBAs do not identify relevant (e.g. environmental pollution) threats to species long 
term survival or have any explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

National Recovery Plan 
for the Australian Fairy 
Tern (Sternula nereis 
nereis)  

In the event of an oil spill or ship-related oil spills, the Australian Fairy Tern could be 
potentially threatened due to the proximity of the species’ coastal breeding and inshore 
feeding habitats to known and potential offshore oil facilities, shipping facilities and sea 
routes (TSSC 2011).  

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions provided. 

Conservation Advice established under the EPBC Act: provides guidance on immediate recovery and threat 
abatement activities that can be undertaken to ensure the conservation of a newly listed species or ecological 
community. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Conservation Advice 
Balaenoptera borealis 
Sei Whale (TSSC, 2015) 

Provides threat abatement activities that can be undertaken to ensure the conservation 
of the sei whale 

Identifies anthropogenic noise and acoustic disturbance as a threat with no explicit 
relevant objectives. Relevant management action: 

• Once the spatial and temporal distribution (including biologically important areas) of 
Sei Whales is further defined an assessment of the impacts of increasing 
anthropogenic noise should be undertaken on this species. 

Identifies vessel strike as a key threat with no explicit relevant objectives. Management 
action: Minimising vessel collisions: 

• Develop a national vessel strike strategy that investigates the risk of vessel strikes on 
Sei Whales and also identifies potential mitigation measures. 

• Ensure all vessel strike incidents are reported in the National Vessel Strike Database 

Identifies habitat degradation including pollution as a threat with no explicit relevant 
objectives or management actions. 

Conservation Advice 
Balaenoptera physalus 
Fin Whale (TSSC, 2015) 

Provides threat abatement activities that can be undertaken to ensure the conservation 
of the fin whale. 

Identifies anthropogenic noise and acoustic disturbance as a threat with no explicit 
relevant objectives. Relevant management action: 

• Once the spatial and temporal distribution (including biologically important areas) of 
Fin Whales is further defined an assessment of the impacts of increasing 
anthropogenic noise (including from seismic surveys, port expansion, and coastal 
development) should be undertaken on this species. 

Identifies vessel collision as a key threat with no explicit relevant objectives. 
Management action: Minimising vessel collisions: 

• Develop a national vessel strike strategy that investigates the risk of vessel strikes on 
Sei Whales and also identifies potential mitigation measures. 

• Ensure all vessel strike incidents are reported in the National Vessel Strike Database. 

Identifies pollution (persistent toxic pollutants) as a threat with no explicit relevant 
objectives or management actions. 

Conservation Advice for 
Megaptera novaeangliae 
(Humpback Whale) 
(TSSC, 2015) 

Provides threat abatement activities that can be undertaken to ensure the conservation 
of the humpback whale. 

Identifies noise interference as a threat with no explicit relevant objectives. Relevant 
management actions: 

• For actions involving acoustic impacts (example pile driving, explosives) on Humpback 
Whale calving, resting, feeding areas, or confined migratory pathways site specific 
acoustic modelling should be undertaken (including cumulative noise impacts). 

• Should acoustic impacts on Humpback calving, resting, foraging areas, or confined 
migratory pathways be identified a noise management plan should be developed.  

Identifies habitat degradation including coastal development and port expansion as a 
threat with no explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

Conservation Advice 
Rhincodon typus (Whale 
Shark) (TSSC, 2015) 

Identified marine debris and boat strike from large vessels as significant threats. No 
explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Conservation Advice 
Megaptera novaeangliae 
Humpback Whale (TSSC, 
2015) 

Identifies noise interference (including from industrial noise and shipping noise), 
entanglement from marine debris and vessel disturbance and strike as threats with no 
explicit relevant objectives. Management actions: 

• For actions involving acoustic impacts (example pile driving, explosives) on humpback 
whale calving, resting, feeding areas, or confined migratory pathways site specific 
acoustic modelling should be undertaken (including cumulative noise impacts). 

• All collisions with whales in Commonwealth waters are reported to the National Ship 
Strike Database.  

• Ensure the risk of vessel strike is considered when assessing actions that increase vessel 
traffic in areas where humpback whales occur and, if required appropriate mitigation 
measures are implemented to reduce the risk of vessel strike. 

Conservation Advice for 
Giant Kelp Marine 
Forests of South East 
Australia 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Black rock-cod 
(Epinephelus daemelii) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Australian Sea Lion 
(Neophoca cinerea)  

Identifies entanglement in marine debris, habitat degradation from oil spills and noise as 
threats. 

Relevant conservation and management priorities include all vessels to have oil spill 
mitigation measures in place and implement jurisdictional oil spill response strategies as 
required. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Southern Elephant 
Seal (Mirounga leonine) 

Identifies some potential for entanglement and increasing exposure to chemical pollution 
that may cause stress or impair health and potentially increase disease risks for 
individuals. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Subantarctic fur seal 
(Arctocephalus 
tropicalis) 

Identifies some vulnerability to chemical pollution that can cause stress, impair health 
and potentially increase disease. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Australian painted-
snipe (Rostratula 
australis) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Bar-tailed Godwit 
(northern Siberian) 
(Limosa lapponica 
menzbieri) 

Identifies habitat loss and habitat degradation (through environmental pollution), 
pollution/contamination and direct mortality as a consequence of oil spill as a threat.  

Conservation Advice for 
the Blue Petrel 
(Halobaena caerulea) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 
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Conservation Advice 
Calidris canutus (Red 
Knot)  

Environmental pollution is explicitly identified as a potential threat to Red Knot due to 
potential impacts on habitat loss and habitat degradation. Further oil spills are identified 
as a source of direct morality within this plan. With pollution/contamination identified as 
a having potential to adversely affected migratory shorebirds, both on passage and in 
non-breeding areas. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions provided. 

Conservation Advice 
Curlew Sandpiper 
(Calidris ferruginea) 

Environmental pollution is explicitly identified as a potential threat to due to potential 
impacts on habitat loss and habitat degradation. Environmental pollution identified to be 
of particular concern around settled areas may have reduced the availability of food and 
at migratory staging sites. Key staging site for Curlew Sandpiper includes the Yellow Sea, 
China and as such occurs outside of the EMBA.  

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions provided. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Great Knot (Calidris 
tenuirstris) 

Identifies habitat loss and habitat degradation (through environmental pollution), 
pollution/contamination and direct mortality as a consequence of oil spill as a threat. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions provided. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Greater Sand Plover 
(Charadrius 
leschenaultii) 

Identifies habitat loss and habitat degradation (through environmental pollution), 
pollution/contamination and direct mortality as a consequence of oil spill as a threat. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions provided. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Lesser Sand Plover 
(Charadrius mongolus) 

Identifies habitat loss and habitat degradation (through environmental pollution), 
pollution/contamination and direct mortality as a consequence of oil spill as a threat. 

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions provided. 

Conservation Advice for 
Eastern Curlew 
(Numenius 
madagascariensi) 

Environmental pollution is identified as a threat to due to potential impacts on habitat 
loss and habitat degradation, of particular concern around settled areas may have 
reduced the availability of food, along migratory routes. Conservation Advice suggest the 
Yellow Sea to Australia migration leg is usually undertaken in a single direct flight, with 
many birds arriving in eastern Australia appearing to move down the coast until mid-
February, arriving in southern Tasmania mostly around late August to early October; later 
arrivals, probably of juveniles, occur until December.  

No explicit relevant objectives or management actions identified. 

Conservation Advice for 
Pachyptila tutur 
subantarctica (Fairy 
Prion Southern) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Conservation Advice for 
Pterodroma Mollis (Soft-
plumaged Petrel) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Conservation Advice for 
the Swift Parrot 
(Lathamus discolor) 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 
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Conservation Advice 
Thinornis rubricollis 
rubricollis (Hooded 
Plover Eastern) 

Oil spills, entanglement and injection of marine debris are identified as a threats to 
Hooded Plover. Management action identified being to prepare oil spill response plans to 
ensure effective rehabilitation of oiled birds. 

Fisheries Plans  

Orange Roughy 
(Hoplostethus atlanticus) 
Stock Rebuilding 
Strategy 2022 

Primary objective is to return all orange roughy stocks to levels where they can be 
harvested in an ecologically sustainable manner consistent with the Commonwealth 
Fisheries Harvest Strategy Policy and to ultimately maximise the economic returns to the 
Australian community.   

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Blue Warehou (Seriolella 
brama) Stock Rebuilding 
Strategy 2014 

The strategy aims to rebuild the stocks to their biomass limit reference point (AFMA, 
2014). 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Giant Crab Management 
Plan (Vic) 2010 

Sets out arrangements to manage the commercial catch at levels that prevents 
overfishing, allows stocks to rebuild and reduces the risk of lower stock abundance. 
Identifies three main management objectives, being: 

• Sustainability of the giant crab resource 

• Resource access and utilisation 

• Cost-effective and participatory management. 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Victorian Rock Lobster 
Fishery Management 
Plan (Vic) 2017 

Identifies five objectives for the rock lobster fishery: 

• Ensure the sustainability of the rock lobster resource. 

• Ensure a fair and equitable allocation of the rock lobster resource. 

• Ensure optimal economic utilisation of the rock lobster resource. 

• Cost-effective and participatory management  

• Maintain the ecological integrity of the fishery ecosystem. 

No relevant threats identified to species long term survival. 

Government Guidelines, Guidance Notes and Information Papers 

National Light Pollution 
Guidelines (CoA, 2020) 

Aims to manage artificial light so wildlife is: 

• Not disrupted within, nor displaced from, important habitat 

• Able to undertake critical behaviours such as foraging, reproduction and dispersal. 

Recommend always using best practice lighting design to reduce light pollution and 
minimise the effect on wildlife and undertaking an environmental impact assessment for 
effects of artificial light on listed species for which artificial light has been demonstrated 
to affect behaviour, survivorship or reproduction. 

National biofouling 
management guidelines 
for the petroleum 
production and 
exploration industry 
(DAFF, 2009) 

Includes the following for operators of petroleum industry related vessels, equipment 
and infrastructure: 

• Evaluation of biofouling risk of types of structures/facilities 

• Guidance on biofouling management and decommissioning 

• Recording and reporting. 

Aligns with the IMO Biofouling Guidelines. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

National Strategy for 
Reducing Vessel Strike 
on Cetaceans and other 
Marine Megafauna 
(DoEE, 2017) 

Objectives are to acquire data, determine risks of vessel strike and identify mitigation 
measures, with the target audience being government agencies responsible for the 
regulation of marine fauna or vessel activities, industry and those involved in policy 
development or managing activities in the marine environment. 

2011 Guidelines for the 
Control and 
Management of Ships 
Biofouling to Minimise 
the Transfer of Invasive 
Aquatic Species (the IMO 
Biofouling Guidelines) 
(IMO, 2011) 

Provides internationally agreed guidance on how to minimise biofouling on vessels 
through application of biofouling prevention measures and hull husbandry practices 
provide a basis upon which operators can develop a vessel-specific biofouling 
management plan (BFMP) which: 

• Provides specific details of the antifouling technology used, including antifouling 
paints and MGPS and how and when they are operated where relevant. 

• Describes the operating conditions suitable for the chosen technology. 

• Describes the operational profile of the vessel including operating speeds and time 
spent stationary. 

• Provides details of the areas of the hull that are particularly susceptible to biofouling, 
such as niche areas, and how the technology applied addresses this increased risk. 

• Provides information relating to the schedule of planned inspections, repairs, 
maintenance, inspection, and renewal of antifouling systems as well as circumstances 
by which opportunistic inspection to monitor efficacy might occur. 

• Describes the documentation required to verify any treatments and activities 
recorded in the biofouling record book. 

Marine Pest Plan 2018-
2023: National Strategic 
Plan for Marine Pest 
Biosecurity (2018-2023) 
(CoA, 2018) 

Provides Australia’s national strategic plan for marine pest biosecurity and outlines a 
coordinated approach to building Australia’s capacity to manage the threat of marine 
pests over five years. 

The key relevant objective is to minimise the risk of marine pest introduction, 
establishment and spread. 

Reducing marine pest 
biosecurity risks through 
good practice biofouling 
management (IP1899, 
NOPSEMA, 2022) 

NOPSEMA Information Paper intending to: 

• Clarify biosecurity requirements relevant to offshore activities.  

• Provide coordinated good practice advice that is consistent with the expectations of 
all jurisdictions responsible for regulating biofouling management within the 
Australian marine environment. 

• Support the industry’s contribution to marine pest risk management consistent with 
Australia’s Marine Pest Plan 2018-2023 (CoA 2018). 

Marine Biosecurity 
Management of Vessels 
Servicing the Offshore 
Industry (MIAL, 2020) 

Reference case developed by Maritime Industry Australia Ltd (MIAL) for use in the 
development of Environment Plans by titleholders for offshore resource activities located 
in Commonwealth waters.  

Applies to vessels used in the offshore resources industry, and not to offshore 
installations or trading ships.  
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Environment plan 
decision making 
guideline (NOPSEMA, 
2022) 

Set out NOPSEMA’s considerations in making decisions in accordance with the legislated 
criteria relevant to EPs. This guideline: 

• Communicates the key factors that influence NOPSEMA’s decision making in relation 
to decision making criteria for acceptance criteria for EPs (r 10A).  

• Includes interpretation arising from the Federal Court appeal decision Santos NA 
Barossa Pty Ltd v Tipakalippa [2022] as it relates to NOPSEMA’s decision making under 
R10A. 

• Provides information for proponents and stakeholders to understand NOPSEMA’s 
regulatory decision making. 

• Imparts transparency on the way in which NOPSEMA’s EP regulatory decisions are 
made. 

Consultation in the 
course of preparing an 
Environment Plan 
guideline (NOPSEMA, 
2022) 

Support clarity and transparency on the legal requirements, including recent case law, for 
consultation by titleholders in the course of preparing their Environment Plans prior to 
submission to NOPSEMA. The guideline will also support clarity and transparency around 
what NOPSEMA will take into consideration when assessing and deciding whether the 
consultation requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
(Environment) Regulations 2009 (the Environment Regulations) have been met. 

Responding to public 
comment on 
environment plans 
guidance note (-GN1847, 
NOPSEMA, 2022) 

Provides assistance to titleholders in understanding the public comment process for 
exploratory drilling EPs. It applies solely to EPs prepared for assessment under the 
Environment Regulations. 

Environment plan 
content requirements 
guidance note (N1344, 
NOPSEMA, 2020) 

Interprets the EP content requirements that need to be met and demonstrated under the 
Environment Regulations and provides advice in relation to EP content requirements, the 
regulatory intent of content requirements, core concepts that are fundamental to each 
key content requirement and associated EP content considerations. 

Oil pollution risk 
management (GN1488, 
NOPSEMA, 2021)  

Provides titleholders with clarification on the regulatory requirements for oil pollution 
risk assessment as well as the content and level of detail required in an oil pollution 
emergency plan (OPEP).  

Source control planning 
and procedures 
information paper 
(IP1979, NOPSEMA, 
2021) 

Describes NOPSEMA expectations with regards to source control planning content of the 
Environmental Plan (EP), Well Operating Management Plan (WOMP) and the Source 
Control Emergency Response Plan (SCERP), and to describe the regulatory assessment 
focus of the EP and WOMP and the compliance monitoring inspection process and focus 
of the SCERP. 

Operational and 
scientific monitoring 
programs information 
paper (IP1349, 
NOPSEMA, 2020) 

Provides information and general advice to assist titleholders to plan for and implement 
Operational and Scientific Monitoring Programs (OSMPs) for oil spills from offshore 
activities. More specifically, this Information Paper: 

• Sets out general principles and practical advice to assist titleholders in their planning 
for, and application of, fit-for-purpose OSMPs.  

• Addresses findings and recommendations of the Montara Commission of Inquiry, and 
implements the Final Australian Government Response to the Inquiry in relation to 
environmental monitoring for petroleum activities 

• Incorporates lessons learned from recent marine oil spills, where relevant; and 
• Captures information relevant to matters protected under the EPBC Act. 
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Industry guidelines for 
avoiding, assessing and 
mitigating impacts on 
EPBC Act listed 
migratory shorebird 
species (DEE, 2017) 

Developed under EPBC Act Policy Statement 3.21 to assist proponents in avoiding, 
assessing and mitigating significant impacts on migratory shorebirds listed under the 
EPBC Act, and is a key action under the Wildlife Conservation Plan for Migratory 
Shorebirds. 

Identifies that direct mortality of birds may result from a variety of activities including oils 
spills and actions that introduce risk of mortality in important habitat may result in a 
significant impact to shorebirds.  

Cumulative impact 
assessment guidelines 
for state significant 
projects (NSW, 2022) 

Aims to strengthen project-level cumulative impact assessment (CIA) for significant 
projects (in NSW). Provides general guidance on processes to consider impacts from a 
proposed project in combination with other future projects that are anticipated or 
reasonably foreseeable.  

Advice Note 17: 
Cumulative effects 
assessment relevant to 
nationally significant 
infrastructure projects 
(UK, 2019) 

Sets out a staged process for conducting cumulative impact assessment by: 

• Establishing the long list of other existing development and/or approved development 
• Establishing a short list of other existing development and/or approved development 
• Gathering information on location, design, program activities and environmental 

assessments 
• Conducting the assessment and evaluating significance 
• Describing mitigation and monitoring measures. 

Industry Guidelines  

Environmental 
management in the 
upstream oil and gas 
industry (IOGP-IPIECA, 
2020) 

Provides a detailed overview of environmental management practices in the upstream oil 
and gas industry, with the primary focus on managing risks from potential impacts to the 
natural environment during exploration and production of oil and gas. 

Environmental, Health 
and Safety Guidelines for 
Offshore Oil and Gas 
Development (World 
Bank Group, 2015) 

Includes information relevant to exploratory drilling and ancillary and support operations 
including industry-specific impacts and management for e.g. air emissions, wastewater 
discharges, noise generation, spills, etc.  

They also address potential onshore impacts that may result from offshore oil and gas 
activities. 

Environmental Manual 
for Worldwide 
Geophysical Operations 
(IAGC, 2013) 

Provides guidance for all kinds of geophysical surveys (including seabed surveys). Of 
particular relevance are Section 8.4 (Travel – water travel) – maintain a lookout for, and 
establish communications with local fishing boats, tourist diving vessels, etc, where 
possible to minimise interruption with their operations and equipment. 

Aerial Observations of 
Marine Oil Spills 
Technical Information 
Paper (ITOPF, 2011) 

Presents advice and guidance on conducting effective aerial reconnaissance which are an 
important element of an effective response to most oil spills, for assessing the location 
and extent of contamination and verifying predictions of the movement and fate of oil 
slicks at sea. Aerial surveillance provides information facilitating deployment and control 
of operations at sea, the timely protection of sites along threatened coastlines and the 
preparation of resources for shoreline clean-up. 
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Title Objectives/Actions relevant to Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Aerial Observations of 
Oil Spills at Sea Good 
Practice Guideline 
(IPIECA/OGP, 2015) 

Summarises a consensus of industry and government viewpoints on Aerial Observations 
of Oil Spills at the time of writing, to detect, characterise and quantify spilled oil that may 
be present in a range of settings (on-water, in-water and onshore). This enables the 
incident command to effectively determine the scale and nature of the oil spill incident, 
make decisions on where and how to respond, control various response operations and, 
over time, confirm whether or not the response is effective. 

In-water Surveillance of 
Oil Spills at Sea Good 
Practice Guidelines 
(IPIECA/ IOGP, 2016) 

Summarises current views on good practice for a range of oil spill preparedness and 
response topics to help align industry practices and activities, inform stakeholders, and 
serve as a communication tool to promote awareness and education. Topics include 
surveillance, subsea response, communicating data and information and innovations and 
future developments. 

Contingency Planning for 
Oil Spills on Water Good 
Practice Guidelines 
(IPIECA/IOGP, 2015) 

Provides guidance on the contingency planning process for potential oil spills in or on 
water following an accidental release of oil to a marine or aquatic environment, whether 
that be during the handling, transport, production or storage of oil products. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

ConocoPhillips Australia is planning to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P 
located in Commonwealth waters. The ConocoPhillips Australia Otway exploration drilling program (the exploration 
program, or activity) consists of seabed surveys and the drilling of up to six exploration wells. The proposed 
activities are a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration program in the offshore Otway Basin which 
aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s energy needs. This preliminary 
environmental impact and risk assessment (preliminary assessment) has been prepared to support the 
environmental management of the proposed exploration program and follows a standardised methodology for 
identifying environmental impacts and risks and determining their relative significance for further assessment. 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this preliminary assessment is to: 

• Establish the context within which the assessment of environmental impacts and risks will be undertaken, 
including: 

o Identifying regulatory and other requirements that apply to the activity; 
o Describing the activity; 
o Describing the existing environment and key environmental values and sensitivities (including 

people and communities, the heritage value of places, and their social and cultural features) which 
may be affected by the proposed activity. 

• Perform an initial evaluation of environmental impacts and risks associated with the activity. 
• Identify any significant environmental impacts and risks, and 
• Outline the full environmental assessment approach that will be applied in the Environment Plan (EP). 

The findings of this preliminary assessment will be used to inform ongoing EP development and consultation, 
particularly in relation to the identification of mitigation measures and management strategies. This preliminary 
assessment forms the basis for the full environmental impact and risk assessment (full environmental assessment), 
which will be documented in the EP, and informs the need for studies and investigations to improve predictions of 
impacts and risks. 

1.2 Environmental Planning Area 

An Environmental Planning Area (EPA) has been established to support the identification of: 

1. Marine and coastal environmental values and sensitivities, and 
2. Persons and organisation with functions, interests and activities. 

The EPA has been expanded to be of sufficient size to ensure that all potential interactions between 
values/sensitivities, functions/interests/activities and exploration activities can be identified. The EPA and 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s offshore petroleum titles (permit areas) VIC/P79 and T/49P are shown in Figure 1-1 (along 
with the operational areas defined in the Design Envelope section).
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Figure 1-2: Environmental impact and risk assessment methodology (adapted from NOPSEMA (2020)) 
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2 ESTABLISHING THE CONTEXT 

Context for impact and risk assessment has been established by: 

• Understanding the legislative framework within which the activity takes place, and other environmental 
requirements, to support framing of impact and risk assessments and the establishment of acceptable 
levels of impact and risk (Section 2.1). 

• Developing a description of the activity to allow for the identification of planned and unplanned aspects 
that may cause impacts and create risks (Section 3). 

• Collecting and analysing data to support the identification of environmental values and sensitivities to 
describe the environment within which the activity will take place, including the existing condition and 
historical current pressures (Sections 2.2 and 2.4), and  

• Inviting feedback through consultation and incorporating this into the understanding of environmental 
values and sensitivities and the design of the activity, where relevant (Section 2.2). 

2.1 Environmental Legislation and Other Requirements 

Legislative and other environmental requirements that apply to the activity are taken into account, and provide 
important context for, the evaluation of environmental impacts and risks. 

The primary legislation governing the exploration project is the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage 
Act 2006 (the Act) and the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2009 
(OPGGS(E) Regulations (the Regulations). Other environmental requirements could include laws, codes, standards, 
agreements, treaties, conventions or practices (in whole or in part), that apply to the jurisdiction in which the activity 
takes place. 

Legislative and other environmental requirements have been collated and will be made available via ConocoPhillips 
Australia’s Otway Consultation Hub. Some of these are discussed within this preliminary assessment, where they are 
relevant to the management of environmental impacts and risks. 

2.2 Data Collection and Analysis 

Current literature and other published data (including protected matter searches, fisheries data and other 
government mapping information) have been reviewed to gather information on the Environmental Planning Area, 
including baseline environmental conditions. Some of the environmental features identified through a review of 
publicly available data, for example protected matters searches, can be viewed via the Otway Consultation Hub’s 
interactive map. 

Consultation for the exploration program has commenced and it is anticipated that additional information on 
environmental values and sensitivities will be generated through this process. This preliminary assessment will be 
published to help inform consultation on the environmental aspects of the activity. 
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2.3 Activity Description – Otway Exploration Drilling Program 

Since the 1970’s, exploration activities in the Otway Basin have resulted in onshore and offshore gas discoveries. 
Within the Victorian portion of the Otway Basin, all of the commercially viable gas discoveries to-date have been 
found onshore and offshore around the Peterborough – Port Campbell region. Currently, natural gas is produced 
from fields in the offshore portion of the Otway Basin, and depleted onshore gas fields near Port Campbell are 
used for underground gas storage. Natural gas from the offshore Otway Basin services Melbourne, regional centres 
across Victoria as well as the wider east-coast gas market. 

ConocoPhillips Australia is seeking to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves that can be developed to 
contribute towards energy security for the Australian East coast domestic market. As a titleholder, ConocoPhillips 
Australia has made a commitment to undertake exploration activities within timeframes agreed by the 
Commonwealth National Offshore Petroleum Titles Administrator (NOPTA). 

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake an exploration program that consists of seabed surveys and the 
drilling of up to six exploration wells in exploration permits VIC/P79 and T/49P located in Commonwealth waters 
offshore of Victoria and King Island, Tasmania, as described in the following sections. 

2.3.1 Design, Location and Timing 

The final design of the Otway exploration drilling program will be influenced by exploration objectives, 
environmental impact and risk assessment findings, and consultation feedback. The program consists of a number 
of activities which are related to seabed surveys and drilling operations which are described in more detail in 
Section 3.2. 

At this stage, the program design can best be described using two parameters: 

•  being the broadest timeframe and spatial extent of the activity, and 
•  which will narrow the timing and location of activities to the current best 

estimates. 

These envelopes are expected to change over time during the environmental assessment. The nature of any 
change and the reasons for it will be communicated through the Otway Consultation Hub (public website) and 
through consultation, where relevant. 

Design Envelope 
The design envelope is defined by operational areas and maximum durations, as shown in Table 2-1. 

 represent the broadest area within which all petroleum activities can occur. Operational areas will 
be located entirely within the relevant permit areas (T/49P and VIC/P79) and have been selected on the basis of 
similar constraints around rig selection, well design and environmental impacts and risks. The operational areas for 
the Otway exploration drilling program are shown in Figure 1-1. Water depths within operational areas range from 
35 m to 670 m. 
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cultural values of the environment. The following components of the physical environment are considered in this 
preliminary assessment and will be carried through to the full assessment: 

•  – Generally well mixed waters influenced by inflows from three primary water masses being 
the South Australian Current Water, East Australian Current Water and sub-Antarctic Surface Water, which 
influence local marine ecosystems owing to their different nutrient contents. In nearshore areas, water 
quality may be negatively affected through the discharge of polluted waters from river catchments. 

•  – The Otway continental margin is a swell-dominated, open, cool water, carbonate 
platform with sediment expected to be of high quality, given the limited historical activities in this area. 

•  – High air quality (as assessed at Cape Grim, Tasmania which represents one of the cleanest air 
sources in the world), even considering the effects of historical and existing offshore marine activities. 

•  – A temperate climate with cool, wet winters and warm dry summers. Sea surface temperatures 
have increased globally over recent decades and are expected to continue to rise with estimates of 
warming generally in Australia of 0.4 to 1°C by 2030, with potentially much higher changes seen along the 
east coast of Tasmania in the longer-term projection models (median changes as large as 4°C in 2090)1. 

•  – Artificial light emissions within the Otway Basin can be expected from both permanent 
(e.g. onshore/offshore development and communities) and temporary (e.g. vessel) activities.  

•  – Natural sea sounds including physical and biological sources are expected to be the 
dominant source of ambient sound in the Otway Basin. Anthropogenic noise sources known to occur 
within the region include shipping, commercial fishing and small vessel traffic, petroleum production and 
exploration-drilling activities and sporadic petroleum seismic surveys. 

2.4.2 Ecological Environment 

The ecological environment refers to the living components of an ecosystem, including plants, animals, and 
microorganisms, as well as their interactions with each other and with the non-living elements of the environment. 
These interactions form the food webs and nutrient cycles that sustain life and maintain the stability and resilience 
of the ecosystem. 

The ecological environment is shaped by the physical environment, as well as by historical events, such as natural 
disasters, evolution and human activities. Biodiversity, or the variety of species and their interactions, is a key feature 
of the ecological environment providing the essential functions and services that support human well-being such as 
food, medicine and recreation. 

Understanding the ecological environment is important for conserving biodiversity, preserving the integrity and 
functioning of ecosystems and supporting the livelihoods of communities. The following components of the 
ecological environment are considered in this preliminary assessment and will be carried through to the full 
assessment: 

•  – Benthic assemblages including sandy substrates, soft sediment and 
rocky reefs; marine flora including algae species, seagrasses, mangroves, saltmarsh and marine canyons. 

 
1 McInnes K, Monselesan D, Church J, Lenton A and O’Grady J (2015). Climate Change in Australia, Technical Report. Chapter 8: Projections 
(and Recent Trends) Marine and Coasts. 
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•  – Including rocky cliffs, sandy beaches and tidal flats. 
•  – As the dominant biomass of marine ecosystems and a key component in oceanic food chains, 

including potential implications to the Bonney and West Tasmania Upwellings. 
•  – Including Porifera (sponges), Cnidaria (e.g. jellyfish, corals, anemones, sea-pens), Bryozoa 

(filter feeders), Arthropoda (e.g. sea spiders, rock lobster, giant crab, krill), Mollusca (e.g. scallop, octopus, 
crab, lobster), Echinodermata (e.g. urchins, sea cucumbers, seastar), and Annelida (e.g. polychaete worms). 

•  – Including threatened and commercially valued species of fish, sharks, rays and sygnathids 
(seahorses, pipefish, etc) and biological important areas. 

•  – Including threatened resident and migratory seabirds, migratory shorebirds, other marine species 
(e.g. orange-bellied parrot and little penguin) and biological important areas. 

•  – including threatened species of marine turtles. 
•  – Including low-frequency cetaceans (e.g. baleen whales including the blue whale, 

southern right whale, fin and sei whales and humpback whales – among others), high-frequency cetaceans 
and pinnipeds (e.g. Australian and New Zealand fur-seals, sea lions and elephant seals) and biological 
important areas. 

•  – Including, for example, Australian Marine Parks (AMPs) like the 
Zeehan Marine Park, marine flora including Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) like the giant kelp 
marine forests of southeast Australia, and Key Ecological Features (KEFs) like the Bonney Upwelling and 
West Tasmania Canyons Upwelling. 

2.4.3 Socio-economic Environment 

The socio-economic environment refers to the social and economic relationships between people and the 
environment including the physical, psychological and economic elements that shape human well-being. It 
encompasses the communities and economies that depend on the environment for their livelihoods, health and 
well-being. In the context of marine areas, the socio-economic environment includes a range of activities that 
require a close connection to the sea and its resources.  

Understanding the socio-economic environment is critical for developing effective and equitable environmental 
management strategies that balance the needs of people with the conservation of the environment. It involves 
considering the social and economic values and sensitivities that may be affected by environmental change, and 
undertaking consultation with relevant government authorities, persons and organisations to ensure their 
perspectives and needs are incorporated into decision-making processes. The following components of the socio-
economic environment are considered in this preliminary assessment and will be carried through to the full 
assessment: 

•  – Along the Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 
•  – Within the offshore Otway Basin. 
•  – Proposed within the Otway Basin along the Victorian coastline. 
•  – Along the Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 
•  – Both historical (e.g. munitions dumps) and ongoing activities within the offshore Otway 

Basin. 
•  – Within the offshore Otway Basin. 
•  – Within the offshore Otway Basin and along the Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 
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•  – Along the Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 
•  – Within the offshore Otway Basin and along the Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 

2.4.4 Cultural Environment 

The cultural environment refers to both First Nations and European cultures. The relationship between First Nations 
peoples and the sea often involves a deep cultural, spiritual, and economic connection, of which First Nations 
Peoples have a unique knowledge and understanding  that has been passed down through generations. European 
culture encompasses historic maritime archaeological heritage.  

Understanding the cultural environment is critical for developing effective and equitable environmental 
management strategies and involves considering cultural values and sensitivities that may be affected by 
environmental change, and undertaking consultation with First Nations peoples, representative organisations and 
marine archaeologists to ensure their perspectives and needs are incorporated into decision-making processes. The 
following components of the cultural environment are considered in this preliminary assessment and will be carried 
through to the full assessment: 

•  – Including consideration of the historical land bridge connecting mainland Australia 
to Tasmania, sea country, totemic species within the offshore Otway Basin, songlines and important sites 
and artefacts along the Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 

•  – recognising the rights and interests of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in land 
and waters according to their traditional laws and customs. 

•  – Including shipwrecks within the offshore Otway Basin and along the 
Tasmanian and Victorian coastlines. 
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3.4 Predicting Nature and Scale of Impacts 

The preliminary impact assessment process consists of a desktop study conducted to evaluate the environmental 
consequences of  within the Environmental Planning Area. Recommendations for further studies, 
including modelling, are made where necessary to support the full environmental assessment. 

Environmental impacts have been identified based on the cause-effect pathways that arise from aspects of the 
activity. This preliminary assessment is intended to: 

• Support consultation with relevant government authorities, persons and organisations who may have 
functions, interest and/or activities that may be affected by the proposed activities 

• Direct further assessment towards areas of more significant impact 
• Inform decision-making during program design, and 
• Justify if no further assessment is required aspects with negligible environmental effects. 

This preliminary impact assessment is designed to facilitate consultation with relevant government authorities, 
persons and organisations about the nature and scale of environmental impacts from the activity. This assessment 
will be published on the Otway Consultation Hub and used to support consultation. 

3.4.1 Assessment of Potential Significance 

A key outcome from this preliminary assessment is the identification of potentially significant impacts and risks, 
which provides context for additional studies or research and guides the full environmental assessment.  

Under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), an action (activity) will require 
approval from the Environment Minister if the action has, will have, or is likely to have, a significant impact on a 
matter of national environmental significance. A ‘significant impact’ is an impact which is important, notable or of 
consequence, having regard to its context or intensity. Whether or not an action is likely to have a significant 
impact depends upon: 

• The sensitivity, value and quality of the environment, which is impacted, and  
• The intensity, duration, magnitude, and geographic extent of the impacts. 

3.4.2 Environmental Impact Evaluation 

At this preliminary stage, environmental impacts are evaluated on the basis of likely consequence and the level of 
certainty assigned to that consequence. As planned aspects are expected to occur, the likelihood of their 
occurrence is not considered during evaluation, and only a consequence level is assigned as presented in Table 
3-4. 

Preliminary predictions of the consequence of impacts have been made with legislative and other requirements in 
place and consideration of the existing pressures on receptors.
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3.5 Predicting the Nature and Scale of Risks 

The preliminary risk assessment process consists of a desktop study conducted to identify the environmental 
consequences of unplanned events within the Environmental Planning Area, and to assess the likelihood of their 
occurrence. The results of the consequence and likelihood analysis is used to characterise the overall risk associated 
with the activity, and to prioritise mitigation measures and management strategies. Recommendations for further 
studies, including modelling, have been made where necessary to support the full environmental assessment. 

Environmental risks are identified and evaluated based on the cause effect pathways that arise from the activity. 
This preliminary assessment provides a first pass at evaluating the significance of the environmental risk to: 

• Support consultation with relevant government authorities, persons and organisations who may have 
functions, interest and/or activities that may be affected by the proposed activities 

• Direct further assessment towards areas of more significant risk 
• Inform decision making during the activity design, and 
• Justify if no further assessment is required for negligible effects. 

This risk assessment is designed to facilitate consultation with relevant government authorities, persons and 
organisations about the nature and scale of environmental risks from the activity. This preliminary assessment will 
be published on the Otway Consultation Hub (public website) and used in consultation with relevant persons. 

3.5.1 Environmental Risk Evaluation 

At this preliminary stage, environmental risks are assessed on the basis of a subjectively estimated level of 
consequence combined with an estimated likelihood of the hazard occurring – to determine an inherent risk 
ranking. The inherent risk ranking is indicated using shading to indicate low, medium and high ranked risks, where 
identified. The outcomes of the evaluation, along with recommendations to support the full assessment process, 
are presented in Table 3-5. 

Preliminary predictions of risk have been made with legislative and other requirements in place and consideration 
of the existing pressures on receptors.
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4 EVALUATING IMPACTS AND RISKS 

The first few steps in the process of evaluating impacts and risks are described in the following section to support 
consultation, primarily in the identification of opportunities to improve or better mitigate impact and risk outcomes. 

4.1 Mitigation and Management 

Once impacts and risks have been analysed, the next step in the assessment process involves the identification and 
evaluation of potential mitigation and management measures. Mitigation and management measures are adopted 
in the design and implementation of the activity to reduce environment impacts and risks. They are typically specific 
to the environmental setting of the activity will be informed through consultation, although may not be defined 
until the final details of the activity are known. 

Mitigation and management measures that minimise environmental impacts and risks, or improve the accuracy of 
predictions, may be identified during the preliminary assessment phase, but are more likely identified through 
during the detailed environmental assessment phase and during consultation. There are five types of mitigation 
and management measures as explained below in Figure 4-1. 

 

Figure 4-1: Types of mitigation and management measures 
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5 ONGOING EP DEVELOPMENT AND CONSULTATION 

This preliminary impact and risk assessment is intended to support consultation regarding ConocoPhillips Australia’s 
proposed Otway exploration drilling program in the offshore Otway Basin, off the coast of Victoria and King Island, 
Tasmania. 

The purpose of consultation is to ensure authorities, persons and organisations that are potentially affected by the 
proposed activities are engaged and that their input is considered in both the development of the consultation 
processes and in the EP for this activity. 

Consultation provides an avenue to receive information, ask questions, provide feedback, identify additional 
environmental values and sensitivities, and raise issues and concerns about the activity and its environmental 
impacts and risks. Consultation informs the identification, assessment and management of environmental impacts 
and risks during the development of the EP. 

Consultation also informs the understanding of the environment within which the activity will take place. 
ConocoPhillips Australia is particularly interested to hear from individuals and organisations who may be affected 
by the proposed activity in the context of – people and communities, heritage values, and ecological, social and 
cultural features. This information provides valuable insight and local context that supports the identification, 
assessment and effective management of environmental impacts and risks. 

This preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment represents one of number of consultation methods and 
communication tools that ConocoPhillips Australia is using to identify and provide sufficient information for relevant 
persons to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on them. 

Information on ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed approach to consultation, and updates on the development of 
the EP, can be found at the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Drilling Program Consultation Hub 
according to the consultation timeline shown in Figure 5-1. 
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Figure 5-1: ConocoPhillips Australia’s environment plan preparation and consultation timeline 
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1. First Nations Consultation 

1.1. Overview of Requirements  

First Nations groups, such as land councils and body corporates, may be relevant persons whose functions, 
interests, or activities could be affected by Otway Exploration Drilling Program activities. These groups may 
also provide advice on which other First Nations groups or individuals need to be consulted. The Native Title 
Act 1993 (NT Act) recognises the connection of traditional owners and demonstrates that consultation with 
First Nations people is possible through the communal interest they hold with their respective groups. 
Authorities require reasonable notice to group members, but not exhaustive communication with every 
person (Tipakalippa). 

To fulfill the First Nations consultation obligation under Regulation 25(1)(d), ConocoPhillips Australia has 
demonstrated that First Nation groups have been provided sufficient information and afforded a reasonable 
opportunity for the consultation.  

1.2. Application of the ConocoPhillips Australia Consultation Framework 

In addition to the consultation approach and methodology outlined at Chapter 3.2.3, ConocoPhillips Australia 
has tailored the engagement method to the individual needs of First Nations organisations and groups where 
possible, to ensure it is culturally appropriate and reasonably reflects the characteristics of the communal 
interests affected by the activity. 

Consultation with First Nations People sought to establish meaningful, respectful relationships—with co-
designed, culturally appropriate, inclusive engagement—carried out in line with the legislative and governance 
processes of the potentially affected First Nations people and Traditional Owner groups. ConocoPhillips 
Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach guided by the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations 
through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative 
institutions”).  

The Declaration recognises the “importance of consulting with First Nations peoples on decisions affecting 
them, and that respect for First Nations knowledge, cultures and traditional practices contributes to 
sustainable and equitable development and proper management of the environment”1.  

The Australian Government’s Partnering with Indigenous organisations for a sustainable environment guide 
records the Government's support for UNDRIP and notes that UNDRIP recognises the “importance of 
consulting with Indigenous peoples on decisions affecting them, and that respect for Indigenous knowledge, 
cultures and traditional practices contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper 
management of the environment”.  

Australian law recognises that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have rights and interests in the land 
and sea under their traditional laws and customs. 

Engaging with First Nations Peoples requires an understanding of the diversity of their beliefs, customs, 
traditions, social structures, cultural practices and histories. First Nations people have unique relationships to 

 
 

 

1 Department of the Environment (2016) Engage Early Guidance for proponents on best practice First Nations 
engagement for environmental assessments under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) 
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the land, sea and waterways and their ownership and stewardship of Country is acknowledged by 
ConocoPhillips Australia. 

To ensure ConocoPhillips Australia engages First Nations Peoples in a respectful and culturally appropriate 
manner that builds trust, facilitates genuine two-way dialogue, and establishes long-term, meaningful 
relationships, the following literature review was undertaken to further inform our consultation methodology: 

• Sea Country: an Indigenous perspective Sea Country SE Regional Marine Plan Assessment Reports 

• GUNDITJMARA NYAMAT MIRRING PLAN 2023-2033 

• Eastern Maar Meerreengeeye ngakeepoorryeeyt (Country Plan) EMAC 

• Wadawurrung Country Plan Paleert Tjaara Dja 

• Gunaikurnai Whole-of-Country-Plan 

• First Peoples – State Relations (2022): Guidance on Engaging Traditional Owners 
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/engaging-traditional-owners 

• United Nations (2007): United Nations Declaration on the Rights of First Nations People UN Declaration 

• Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (2019): Fact sheet 10: Partnerships with 
Traditional Owners Traditional Owners Fact Sheet 

• Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (2023): Interim Engaging with First 
Nations People and Communities on Assessments and Approvals under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Interim Engaging with First Nations People and Communities 

• Department of the Environment (2016) Engage Early Guidance for proponents on best practice First 
Nations engagement for environmental assessments under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) Engage Early 

• Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council (n/d): Traditional Owners Caring for Country 

• Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council (n/d): Registered Aboriginal Parties 

• The Rule Book of Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 

• Jessica K Weir, The Gunditjmara Land Justice Story (2009) 

This research shaped the phased approach below, which afforded First Nations people a reasonable period to 
engage in consultation.  

First Nations representative bodies were prompted to notify any person who the representative body is aware 
holds or may hold native title in relation to the land or waters, of ConocoPhillips Australia’s intention to consult 
them (see for example Event ID 3054 and Document ID 3091).  These bodies were also informed directly that 
ConocoPhillips Australia believes they have functions, interests or activities that may be affected by the 
potential impacts of the activity and asked about their preferred format of consultation (see for example Event 
ID 2949, Event ID 1932 and Document ID 2360, Event ID 2817 and Document ID 2944, and Event ID 2778 and 
Document ID 2875).  

1.2.1. Adopting a phased approach 

ConocoPhillips Australia ran a parallel consultation process for public consultation and consultation with 
relevant persons (see Figure 3-3 Consultation framework for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in 
consultation chapter).  

To do this, ConocoPhillips Australia first sought to understand the functions, interests and activities that may 
be affected, as well as expectations and preferences for consultation, in recognition of the right of First Nations 
people to speak for and manage Sea Country (see for example Event ID’s 3054, 1932, 3809 and 2778).  

A personal written invitation to participate in the co-design of a consultation process that would achieve 
mutually beneficial outcomes, including the protection of cultural heritage, was sent to the CEOs of all 
registered First Nations corporations early in the consultation process (see for example Event ID’s 3806, 3054). 
Key messages included ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to: 

• Engaging early and endeavouring to develop a strong working relationship.  

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/marine/management/resources/scientific-publications/sea-country-indigenous-perspective/#:~:text=This%20summary%20of%20Sea%20Country%3A%20an%20Indigenous%20perspective%2C,assist%20in%20developing%20the%20South-east%20Regional%20Marine%20Plan.
https://www.gunditjmirring.com/_files/ugd/b5965f_7d06634878b8481cbce0bb5ea2538113.pdf
http://easternmaar.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/EM_CountryPlan_FINAL.pdf
https://docslib.org/doc/2695177/wadawurrung-country-plan-2020-2030#:~:text=This%20plan%20articulates%20how%20Wadawurrung%20see%20Country%20being,sustainable%20Wadawurrung%20managed%20investment%20in%20Country%20going%20forward.
https://gunaikurnai.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Gunaikurnai-Whole-of-Country-Plan-ONLINE.pdf
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/engaging-traditional-owners
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/418116/10-Traditional-Owners-Factsheet-FINAL.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/interim-engaging-with-first-nations-people-and-communities-assessments-and-approvals-under-epbc-act.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/engage-early-indigenous-engagement-guidelines.pdf#:~:text=The%20%E2%80%98Engage%20Early%20%E2%80%93%20Guidance%20for%20proponents%20on,the%20environmental%20assessment%20process%20under%20the%20EPBC%20Act.
file:///C:/Users/sscott/Downloads/2021-06_Traditional%20Owners%20Caring%20for%20Country.pdf
https://content.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-06/2021-06_Registered%20Aboriginal%20%20Parties%20%28RAPs%29.pdf
https://www.gunditjmirring.com/_files/ugd/b5965f_5acdc85fdf234d7bac22dbd17415c8a7.pdf
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• Ensuring that the intent of consultation (inform/negotiate) was clear from the outset.  

• Genuinely seeking input and expertise from the local First Nations community. 

The invitation letter was then followed up multiple times and in multiple ways, including an additional follow-
up registered letter for primary stakeholders offering to meet on Country, SMS messages to mobile phones (if 
contact details were known), private messages on online social networking platforms when connection 
requests were accepted, and physical visits.  

A phased approach supports best-practice for engagement, namely, ‘engage early and often’2 throughout the 
life of the activity. The phased First Nations consultation approach during the development of the Environment 
Plan is depicted in Figure 1-1 below. 

 
 

 

2 Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (2023): Interim Engaging with First Nations 
People and Communities on Assessments and Approvals under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 
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Figure 1-1:  Phased consultation approach
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1.3. Relevant Person Identification  

The tailored, phased approach used by ConocoPhillips Australia allowed for the broad identification of First 
Nations relevant persons. 

1.3.1. Sufficiently Broad Capture of First Nations People and Information 

The following desktop research was undertaken to identify First Nations people and information within the 
primary and secondary stakeholder areas: 

• ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a cultural heritage specialist (Biosis) to explore regional 
cultural heritage and cultural heritage landscapes to support a grounding in Aboriginal cultural 
heritage including Country and Sea Country. The intent of the commissioned study, included in 
Appendix L, was to form the basis for gaining an understanding of cultural values and sensitivities, to 
inform consultation and support the preparation of the Environment Plan. 

• ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a cultural heritage specialist (Extent) to produce an 
Addendum to the cultural heritage assessment, including consideration of the Gunditjmara NYAMAT 
MIRRING PLAN 2023-2033, included in Appendix L. 

• Visited the local government authority websites (the shire or municipal council) who often include 
acknowledgement of the local traditional owners. 

• Searched State government websites for information about Traditional Owners in their jurisdictions, 
especially in the context of information about local offices.  

• Searched online for states’ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander consultative bodies, which 
themselves might offer advice. 

• Contacted land councils representing the local Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander communities. 

• Conducted online searches for First Nations Prescribed Body Corporates at Office of the Registrar of 
First Nations Corporations (ORIC). 

• Conducted online search for Victoria’s Registered Aboriginal Parties at 
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorias-current-registered-aboriginal-parties 

• Identified First Nations Protected Areas (IPA) and relevant IPA Programs for Sea Country by 
searching online at https://www.niaa.gov.au/First Nations-affairs/environment/First Nations-
protected-areas-ipas 

• Identified contact details for Victoria’s Registered Aboriginal Parties by searching online at 
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorian-aboriginal-heritage-council-annual-
report-2019-2020-0/victorias-registered-aboriginal 

• Used the interactive mapping tool at https://achris.vic.gov.au/weave/wca.html to identify Victoria 
and South Australia’s First Nations Peoples. 

• Sought contact details of NSW Aboriginal Land Councils at https://alc.org.au/land_council/ 

• Searched Aboriginal Heritage Councils in Victoria and Tasmania at 
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorias-current-registered-aboriginal-parties and 
Council Home (aboriginalheritage.tas.gov.au) respectively. 

• Searched NSW Aboriginal Land Council for list of Local Aboriginal Land Councils in Southern Zone, 
and contact details for chairpersons at https://alc.org.au/ 

• Identified First Nations Peoples within the EMBA using the map of First Nations Australia at 
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-First Nations-australia 

 

As people and information were identified, advertising in First Nations media was used to support Public 
Notices about consultation in February 2023, and again in August and September 2023 (see Appendix C3 tear 
sheets, for example Aug 23 National Indigenous Times), when the Draft Environment Plan was released for 
consultation. 

https://www.oric.gov.au/
https://www.oric.gov.au/
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorias-current-registered-aboriginal-parties
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-protected-areas-ipas
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-protected-areas-ipas
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorian-aboriginal-heritage-council-annual-report-2019-2020-0/victorias-registered-aboriginal
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorian-aboriginal-heritage-council-annual-report-2019-2020-0/victorias-registered-aboriginal
https://achris.vic.gov.au/weave/wca.html
https://alc.org.au/land_council/
https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/victorias-current-registered-aboriginal-parties
https://www.aboriginalheritage.tas.gov.au/council-site
https://alc.org.au/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
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1.3.2. Identifying Specific First Nations Groups  

Local First Nations groups may have specific cultural or spiritual functions, interests and activities that could 
be affected by the activity proposed within the spatial extent of the environmental planning area. 

A spatial overlay was used to map and identify the First Nations groups—Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAP), 
Traditional Owner Group Entities (TOGEs), and Registered Native Title Bodies Corporate (RNTBCs) (also known 
as PBCs) and Native Title Land Councils that may have environmental values and sensitivities within the 
environmental planning area, or have connections to Sea Country (all estuaries, beaches, bays, and marine 
areas collectively, within a traditional estate), in addition to the desktop research outlined at 1.2.  

On this basis, primary stakeholders are those who may be directly affected by the proposed activity and within 
physical proximity of it. Secondary stakeholders are those who are located at increased distances from the 
activity area and are unlikely to be directly impacted by it. In the absence of Registered Aboriginal Parties in 
Tasmania, ConocoPhillips Australia recognises the Palawa, Pakana and the Pirapa people (names by which 
some Tasmanian Aboriginal people refer to themselves), and the coastal language groups of Pyemmairrener, 
Tyerrernotepanner, Tomeginne and Peerapper (Event ID: 3431, FB ID: 1382).  

The priority areas for consultation with all nominated representative bodies for First Nations Peoples who 
share Sea Country within the Environment that May Be Affected by the activity were: 

• Primary Stakeholder area (Victoria) – the area directly surrounding the proposed permit areas and 
adjacent coastlines. 

• Secondary Stakeholder area – the wider area (EMBA) affected by the modelling of oil spills. 

• Primary Stakeholder area (Tasmania) – North and Northwest Tasmania and the Bass Strait Island. 

In addition, State or Territory Department or Agencies (Section 25 (1) (a)) and organisations (Section 25 (1) 
(d)) with FIAs in First Nations matters relevant to the proposed activity were identified. First Nations 
organisations and people also had the opportunity to self-identify and participate directly with ConocoPhillips 
and/or in the community-based public awareness-raising activities, which included 15 widely advertised local 
community information sessions and three webinars. First Nations organisations and people could also choose 
to participate in the relevant persons consultation process that was further refined to support meaningful 
dialogue about First Nations cultural heritage and ways to protect environmental values and sensitivities. 

 

1.4. First Nations Relevant Persons Identified 

Table 1-1 below outlines each identified First Nations relevant person, their relevance to the proposed activity, 
ConocoPhillips Australia’s rationale for engagement (such as referrals from other organisations) and their 
related stakeholder area/category.  

Table 1-1: Relevant persons, relevance and rationale for engagement 

First Nations 
(Orgs) 

Relevance to Activity Rationale for Engagement Stakeholder 
area/ 

category 

First Nations Peoples/Groups  

ID 16 

Eastern Maar 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(VIC) 

Registered Traditional 
Owner organisation 
that represents the 
Eastern Maar people 
of the Eastern 
Gunditjmara County. 

The Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation manages native title rights 
for the Eastern Maar Peoples. It is also the Registered Aboriginal Party 
for Eastern Maar Country and is currently negotiating a Recognition 
and Settlement Agreement under the Traditional Owner Settlement 
Act 2010. The Eastern Maar are Traditional Owners of southwestern 
VIC. Their land extends as far north as Ararat and encompasses the 
Warrnambool, Port Fairy and Great Ocean Road areas. It also 
stretches 100 m out to sea from low tide and therefore includes the 
iconic Twelve Apostles. The Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation has 

Primary 
Stakeholder 
area (Victoria) 
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First Nations 
(Orgs) 

Relevance to Activity Rationale for Engagement Stakeholder 
area/ 

category 

First Nations Peoples/Groups  

functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider 
EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a fuel spill or 
loss of well control. 

ID 45 
(GMTOAC) 

Gunditj 
Mirring 
Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(VIC) 

Registered Native 
Title Body Corporate 
administers land on 
behalf of the 
Traditional Owners, 
the  

Gunditjmara people.  

Face to face meeting with ID:3788 who instructed ConocoPhillips 
Australia to meet with GMTOAC as the representative organisation. 

The Gunditjmara’s ownership of the land was recognised in the 
Gunditjmara determination of March 2007.  

The Gunditjmara Traditional Owners Community established the 
Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC in 
2005. It is governed by its members, Gunditjmara traditional owners 
and native title holders in line with the Corporations (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006. The Gunditj Mirring Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal Corporation has functions, interests and activities 
that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which may be impacted in 
the unlikely event of a fuel spill or loss of well control. 

Primary 
Stakeholder 
area (Victoria) 

ID 54 

Circular Head 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

First Nations 
Aboriginal 
Corporation in NW 
Tasmania. 

The Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) is an Aboriginal 
Community Service Organisation that provides housing, aged care, 
social and emotional management of its residents. As a registered 
Aboriginal organisation, CHAC is regulated by the Office of the 
Registrar of Indigenous Corporations as per the CATSI Act. It 
represents the Aboriginal people of Circular Head and aims to 
represent the nine tribes of the northwest region. The Circular Head 
Aboriginal Corporation has functions, interests and activities that 
overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the 
unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Primary 
Stakeholder 
area 
(Tasmania) 

ID 71 

Bunurong 
Land Council 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

(VIC) 

Registered Traditional 
Owner organisation 
that represents the 
Bunurong people of 
the South-Eastern 
Kulin Nation. 

Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation is a Traditional Owner 
organisation that represents the Bunurong people of the South-
Eastern Kulin Nation.  

The Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal Corporation has functions, 
interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which 
may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 51 

Wadawurrung 
Traditional 
Owners 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(VIC) 

Registered Aboriginal 
Party (RAP) 
for Wadawurrung cou
ntry. 

The Wadawurrung Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation 
(WTOAC) is the Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) for Wadawurrung 
country. With the statutory authority for the management of 
Aboriginal heritage values and culture, under the Victorian Aboriginal 
Heritage Act, 2006. WTOAC has functions, interests and activities in 
the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss 
of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 67 

Gunaikurnai 
Land and 
Waters 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(VIC) 

Registered Aboriginal 
Party that represents 
the Traditional 
Owners 

The Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLAWAC) is 
the Registered Aboriginal Party that represents the Gunaikurnai 
people, the Traditional Owners, as determined by the VIC Aboriginal 
Heritage Council under the Aboriginal Heritage Act, 2006. It was 
established in 2007 in preparation for the historic settlement between 
its people and the State of VIC and was legally recognised by the 
Federal Court of Australia under the Traditional Owners Settlement 
Act in 2010. It is the Prescribed Body Corporate for the Gunaikurnai 
people and claim area, as outlined in the agreement, providing joint 
management of 10 parks and reserves within the State. It has a 
membership of more than 600 Traditional Owners, all of whom have 
proven their ancestral links to one of 25 Apical Ancestors registered in 
the Native Title Consent Determination. The GLAWAC has functions, 
interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which 
may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 79 Representative First 
Nations organization 

The Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal Land Council (BBLALC) Is a 
registered member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
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Batemans Bay 
Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

located in coastal 
NSW. 

120 similar organisations that comprise a network that cover the NSW 
landmass. Its functions include the creation of an economic base for 
the local Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and 
enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the 
management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, 
the BBLALC has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA 
which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 80 

Bega Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the 
NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar organisations that 
comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. Its functions 
include the creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal 
community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement 
of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 
of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, the Bega 
Local Aboriginal Land Council has functions, interests and activities in 
the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss 
of well control.  

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 81 

Bodalla Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organisation 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Bodalla Local Aboriginal Land Council (BLALC) is a registered 
member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar 
organisations that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. 
Its functions include the creation of an economic base for the local 
Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and 
enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the 
management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, 
the BLALC has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA 
which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 97 

Burrandies 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(SA) 

First Nations 
Aboriginal 
Corporation in South 
Australia. 

 

The Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation has been serving the 
Indigenous Community of the South East of South Australia since 
1999. The Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation formally recognises the 
partnership between Burrandies and the South East Aboriginal Focus 
Group (traditional custodians of the South East of South Australia) and 
acknowledges that the Lartara-wirkeri cultural governance framework 
will guide how Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation undertakes all 
business, and especially any and all business undertaken with the 
South East Aboriginal Focus Group and on behalf of the South East 
Aboriginal Focus Group. The Burrandies Aboriginal Corporation has 
functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 82 

Cobowra 
Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

 The Cobowra Local Aboriginal Land Council (CLALC) is a registered 
member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar 
organisations that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. 
Its functions include the creation of an economic base for the local 
Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and 
enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the 
management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. as such, 
the CLALC has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA 
which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 83 

Eden Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council (ELALC) is a registered 
member of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar 
organisations that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. 
Its functions include the creation of an economic base for the local 
Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and 
enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the 
management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, 
the ELALC has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA 
which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 
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ID 86 

Merrimans 
Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land (MLALC) is a registered member 
of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar 
organisations that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. 
Its functions include the creation of an economic base for the local 
Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and 
enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the 
management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, 
the MLALC has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA 
which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 87 

Mogo Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

 The Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council is a registered member of the 
NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar organisations that 
comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. Its functions 
include the creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal 
community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of 
Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 
of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, the Mogo 
Local Aboriginal Land Council has functions, interests and activities in 
the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss 
of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 88 

Ngambri Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

 The Ngambri Local Aboriginal Land (NLALC) is a registered member of 
the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar organisations 
that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. Its functions 
include the creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal 
community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of 
Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 
of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, the NLALC 
has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 268 

New South 
Wales 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSWALC) 

A statutory 
corporation under the 
New South Wales 
Aboriginal Land 
Rights Act in 1983. It 
is the State's peak 
representative body 
in Aboriginal Affairs. 

The NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) is the peak representative 
body of Aboriginal Australians in New South Wales. It has the 
mandate, under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW), to 
develop land rights among Aboriginal people in New South Wales 
through its network of 120 Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALCs). Its 
functions include the creation of an economic base for Aboriginal 
communities, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of 
Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 
of traditional sites and other cultural materials within NSW. It acts as 
an advisor to governments and others to ensure the preservation 
of Aboriginal land rights. As such, the NSWALC has functions, interests 
and activities in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the 
unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 84 

Illawarra 
Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Illawarra Local Aboriginal Land (ILALC) is a registered member of 
the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar organisations 
that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. Its functions 
include the creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal 
community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement 
of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 
of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, the ILALC has 
functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 85 

Jerrinja Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land (JLALC) is a registered member of 
the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar organisations 
that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. Its functions 
include the creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal 
community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of 
Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 
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of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, the JLALC has 
functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

ID 89 

Ulladulla 
Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Land (ULALC) is a registered member of 
the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar organisations 
that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. Its functions 
include the creation of an economic base for the local Aboriginal 
community, as well as the continued passing and enhancement of 
Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the management 
of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, the ULALC 
has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 91 

Wagonga 
Local 
Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(NSW) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in coastal 
NSW. 

The Wagonga Local Aboriginal Land (WLALC) is a registered member 
of the NSW Aboriginal Land Council and one of 120 similar 
organisations that comprise a network that cover the NSW landmass. 
Its functions include the creation of an economic base for the local 
Aboriginal community, as well as the continued passing and 
enhancement of Aboriginal culture, identity and heritage through the 
management of traditional sites and other cultural materials. As such, 
the WLALC has functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA 
which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ID 581 

Winda-Mara 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(VIC) 

Registered 
community-owned 
Aboriginal 
Corporation on West 
Gunditjmara Country. 

Winda-Mara Aboriginal Corporation (WAC) is a community-controlled 
organisation. WAC was established in 1991 because members within 
the community want to provide better health, education and 
employment opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people living in the area and have a strong membership base. Winda-
Mara has functions, interests and activities that overlap the wider 
EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well 
control. 

Secondary 
Stakeholder 
area (wider-
EMBA) 

ORG ID 722 
Victorian 
Department 
of Premier & 
Cabinet – First 
Peoples State 
Relations 
Group 

Statutory First 
Nations group within 
the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet 
(VIC). 

 

The Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) leads whole-of-
government policy and performance. The relevant Agency is First 
Peoples - State Relations Group, which was formed to strengthen the 
Victorian State’s ongoing relationship with its First Peoples. 

 

State or 
Territory 
Department 
or Agency 
Section 25 (1) 
(a) 

ID 31 

National 
Native Title 
Tribunal 

The National Native 
Title Tribunal 
(Tribunal) is an 
independent 
Commonwealth 
Government agency 
established by the 
Native Title Act 1993 
(Cth) (‘the Act’). 

The Tribunal comprises a President and members, who are appointed 
by the Governor General under the Act to make decisions, conduct 
inquiries, reviews and mediations, and assist various parties primarily 
with native title applications, right to negotiate applications and 
Indigenous land use agreements (‘ILUAs’). Under section 25 (1) (a) the 
Tribunal is a relevant organisation. 

State or 
Territory 
Department 
or Agency 
Section 25 (1) 
(a) 

ORG ID 34 
Aboriginal 
Heritage 
Tasmania 
(DPAC) 

Statutory Tasmanian 
State Government 
Division in the 
Communities, 
Partnerships and 
Priorities Division, 
within the 
Department of 
Premier and Cabinet 

Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania (DPAC) oversees the implementation of 
the Aboriginal cultural management outcomes of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) Management Plan 2016. 
Aboriginal Heritage Tasmania provides ongoing support of cultural 
values management in the TWWHA. 

State or 
Territory 
Department 
or Agency 
Section 25 (1) 
(a) 
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ID 30 

Indigenous 
Land and Sea 
Corporation  

Statutory 
Commonwealth 
Indigenous entity 
under the Public 
Governance, 
Performance and 
Accountability Act 
2013 (PGPA Act). 

Sits within the 
portfolio of the 
Department of Prime 
Minister and Cabinet 
(PM&C).  

The ILSC contributes to the achievement of the Australian 
Government’s priorities in Indigenous Affairs and is accountable to the 
Parliament through the Minister for Indigenous Australians. 

The purpose of the ILSC is to assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people to acquire and manage land, water and water-related 
interests so as to provide economic, environmental, social or cultural 
benefits. 

The less tangible Indigenous Estate refers to the cultural assets, 
cultural knowledge and intellectual property collectively held by 
Indigenous Australians and associated with their country. As such, 
under section 25 (1) (a) it is a relevant organisation. 

State or 
Territory 
Department 
or Agency 
Section 25 (1) 
(a) 

ID 586 

National 
Indigenous 
Australians 
Agency 

The National 
Indigenous 
Australians 
Agency (NIAA) is a 
Commonwealth 
Government Agency. 

NIAA is responsible for whole-of-government coordination of policy 
development, program design, and service delivery for Aboriginal 
Australians and Torres Strait Islander people, who are grouped under 
the term Indigenous Australians. 

Created in July 2019, the Agency is responsible to the Minister for 
Indigenous Australians and works in partnership with community to 
make sure policies, programs and services meet their unique needs. 
Under section 25 (1) (a) the NIAA is a relevant organisation. 

State or 
Territory 
Department 
or Agency 
Section 25 (1) 
(a) 

ID 589 

Wathaurong 
Aboriginal 
Cooperative 
(VIC) 

Registered Aboriginal 
organization that 
provides community 
services. 

Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative (WAC) is a registered 
organisation that was established in 1980 to provide culturally 
appropriate programs, support and services for all Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people living on Wathaurong, Gulidjan and 
Gadabanud country, within the wider Geelong, Bellarine and Colac 
regions. The WAC provides health, community and family services to 
Aboriginal people in the Geelong area. It is the largest employer of 
Aboriginal people in the Geelong region and has functions, interests 
and activities in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the 
unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 62 

Brumby Hill 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

First Nations 
employment 
organisation located 
at Smithton in NW 
Tasmania.  

Incorporated on the 13th of January 2017, Brumby Hill Aboriginal 
Corporation offers a holistic service to meet the employment needs of 
indigenous people in Tasmania. 

Currently the only Aboriginal organisation with an employment 
contract to assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Tasmania. 

The organization has business functions, interests and activities in the 
wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of 
well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 93 

Aboriginal 
Land Council 
of Tasmania 

The Aboriginal Land 
Council of Tasmania 
is the statutory body, 
established by law to 
own returned land on 
behalf of Tasmania’s 
Aboriginal 
Community. The 
Aboriginal Lands Act 
(1995) sets out the 
establishment, 
election, and purpose 
of the Aboriginal Land 
Council of Tasmania.  

The Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania is governed by a board of 
eight Aboriginal people, elected in a Tasmanian Electoral Commission 
election that is open to all people on the Aboriginal electors roll. The 
Council includes two representatives from each of the South, North 
and North West regions and one each from truwana/Cape Barren 
Island and Flinders Island. The Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania 
has functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA (Operational 
Area) and the wider EMBA (Environment that May be Affected) which 
may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control.  

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 58 Ballawinne Aboriginal 
Corporation (BAC) is a 

The BAC is an active Indigenous corporation with strong connections 
to other First Nations groups across Tasmania. While highly unlikely to 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torres_Strait_Islander_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_for_Indigenous_Australians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_for_Indigenous_Australians
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Ballawinne 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

not-for-profit 
community 
organization based in 
Huonville, Tasmania, 
38kms south of 
Hobart. 

be impacted, BAC is located within the EMBA. The members identify 
with Song Lines and BAC have asked to be kept informed.  

First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 68 

Flinders Island 
Aboriginal 
Association 
Inc (TAS) 

A local Aboriginal 
community-
controlled 
organisation 

Established in 1971 by a local Aboriginal group, Flinders Island 
Aboriginal Association (FIAA) is governed by an Aboriginal Board of 

Management, elected by the local community. Flinders Island 
Aboriginal Association Inc works with and for the community to 
achieve a self-sufficient, healthy Aboriginal Community. 

FIAA provides a range of services on Flinders Island including: Primary 
Health and Aged Care, Housing, Youth Services, a Statewide Tackling 
Smoking Project and three business enterprises. The FIAA has 
functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider 
EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well 
control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 61 

Cape Barren 
Island 
Aboriginal 
Association 
Inc. (TAS) 

First Nations 
Aboriginal 
Corporation in 
Bass Strait, off the 
north-east coast of 
Tasmania. 

Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Incorporated was 
established in 1972 and is overseen by an Aboriginal Management 
Committee. The Cape Barren Island Aboriginal Association Inc. has 
functions, interests and activities in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 69 

First 
Tasmanians 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

Representative First 
Nations organization 
located in SW TAS. 

The First Tasmanians Aboriginal Organisation is a body established to 
assist recognition of Indigenous heritage, promote culture and provide 
support for Indigenous Tasmanians and other Australian Indigenous 
persons. Located in Dromedary in the local government areas (LGA) of 
Southern Midlands and Brighton in the Central and Hobart LGA 
regions of Tasmania. In the unlikely event of loss of well control, their 
functions, interests and activities may be impacted. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 59 

Karadi 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

Representative 
Aboriginal 
Community 
Controlled 
Organisation. 

 Karadi Aboriginal Corporation (KAC) is an inclusive Aboriginal 
community-controlled organisation founded in 1988. It provides 
leadership in the sector and integrated health and family services 
which promote the physical, cultural, social and emotional wellbeing 
of the Aboriginal community of southern Tasmania. As such, the KAC 
has functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and the 
wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of 
well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 66 

Lia Pootah 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

Representative 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

The Lia Pootah Aboriginal Corporation (LPAC) represents the Lia 
Pootah people of Tasmania. Some of the Lia Pootah claim to be 
descended from the people of Bruny Island and from the Toogee of 
Tasmania’s West Coast. Others claim an origin on the East Coast and 
in the Central Highlands. They are distinct from the Palawa, a group of 
Aboriginal descent whose immediate ancestors hail mostly from the 
islands of Bass Strait. The cultural arm of the Lia Pootah community is 
Manuta Tunapee Puggaluggalia (the Tasmanian Aboriginal Historical 
Cultural Association and Publishing House). The LPAC has functions, 
interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which 
may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 55 

melythina 
tiakana 
warrana 
(Heart of 
Country) 

Registered Aboriginal 
Corporation is 
governed by a Circle 

of Elders who have a 

recognised 

“Traditional 

melythina tiakana warrana Aboriginal Corporation (MTWAC) is a 
registered Aboriginal organisation with the Office of the Registrar of 
Indigenous Corporations, under the Corporations (Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006. melythina tiakana warrana members 
are direct descendants of the Aboriginal Ancestors from the Country 
of tebrakuna, known as the region of northeast TAS. The MTWAC has 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 
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Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

Authority” within the 

community and 

organisation through 

knowledge of 

traditional cultural 

practices, laws and 

customs, as well as, 

and strong family 

connections. 

functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and the wider 
EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well 
control. 

ID 64 

Parrdarrama 
Pungenna 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

 

A First Nations 
organisation that 
represents the 
Aboriginal people in 
the east coast and 
Tasman Peninsula. 

 

 

 

 

The Parrdarrama Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation (PPAC) is a not-for-
profit organisation which is run on a 100% voluntary basis. The 
corporation aims to:  

• Preserve traditional bush foods knowledge and practice within 
the Pungenna Community (Tasman District Aboriginal 
Community). 

• Provide social, economic and cultural benefits to the Pungenna 
Community.  

• Encourage knowledge and use of the paredarerme language 
within the Pungenna Community.  

• Support and encourage Indigenous artists by providing a 
workplace and outlet for their arts and crafts.  

As such, the PPAC has functions, interests and activities that overlap 
the OA and the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely 
event of a loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 52 

Six Rivers 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

(TAS) 

Registered 
Indigenous 
corporation that 
represents Aboriginal 
people from the mid 
northern area of 
Tasmania 

Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation (SRAC) is a member of The 
Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance. The Tasmanian 
Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance was developed to provide a 
mechanism to engage and advise Government at all levels regarding 
affairs affecting Aboriginal Tasmanians. The Six Rivers Aboriginal 
Corporation has functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA 
and the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a 
loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 545 

South East 
Tasmanian 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(SETAC) (TAS) 

Registered 
Indigenous 
corporation that 
represents Aboriginal 
people from South 
East Tasmania 

SETAC was incorporated in 1992 and was established in response to 
community concerns and needs. It facilitates the empowerment of the 
Aboriginal people of South East Tasmania to make decisions that 
affect their lives to ensure a share in Australia’s land, wealth, and 
resources. It aims to empower the Aboriginal people of South East 
Tasmania to contribute equitably to the nation’s economic, social, and 
political life, with full recognition of their Indigenous cultural heritage. 
SETAC has functions, interests and activities that overlap the OA and 
the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss 
of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 149 

Southern 
Ocean 
Protection 
Embassy 
Collective 
(SOPEC) (VIC) 

A First Nations 
advocacy group 
based on 
Gunditjmara Country 
and whose founder is 
a Keerray Woorroong 
woman. 

SOPEC describes its function on social media as the protector of the 
Dream for the Protection of The Southern Ocean, in Support of Tribal 
Custodians of Gunditjmara Coastal Land & Sea Country. The Southern 
Ocean Protection Embassy Collective has functions, interests and 
activities that overlap the OA and the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 70 

Tasmanian 
Aboriginal 
Centre (TAS) 

Aboriginal community 
organization based in 
NW TAS 

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre Inc (TAC) is an Aboriginal community 
organisation developed in the early 1970s and funded by the federal 
government since 1973. It was incorporated as the Aboriginal 
Information Service in November 1973 and changed its name to 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre in August 1977, and officially to 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation in 2016, but still trading as the 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 
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First Nations 
(Orgs) 

Relevance to Activity Rationale for Engagement Stakeholder 
area/ 

category 

First Nations Peoples/Groups  

Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre. It represents the political and 
community development aspirations of the TAS Aboriginal 
community. The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre Inc has functions, 
interests and activities that occur in the wider EMBA which may be 
impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

ID 56 

Tasmanian 
Regional 
Aboriginal 
Communities 
Alliance (TAS) 

Aboriginal 
community-
controlled 
organization 
comprised of seven 
member 
organisations across 
Tasmania 

The Tasmanian Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance (TRACA) was 
developed to provide a mechanism to engage and advise Government 
at all levels regarding affairs affecting Aboriginal Tasmanians. Eligible 
full members are Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations in 
TAS. There are seven member organisations covering TAS and its 
islands: Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation in the northwest region, 
Flinders Island Aboriginal Association Inc on Flinders Island, Melythina 
tiakana warrana Aboriginal Corporation in the northeast, Parrdarrama 
Pungenna Aboriginal Corporation in the east coast and TAS Peninsula, 
Six Rivers Aboriginal Corporation in the central and northern coast, 
South East Tasmania Aboriginal Corporation in the southeast and 
Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation on Bruny Island. The Tasmanian 
Regional Aboriginal Communities Alliance has functions, interests and 
activities that occur in the wider EMBA which may be impacted in the 
unlikely event of a loss of well control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 57 

Weetapoona 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 
(TAS) 

Registered Aboriginal 
Corporation in SW 
TAS representing the 
Weetapoona people, 
who are the 
traditional owners of 
Lunnawanna Alonnah 
(Bruny Island) 

The Weetapoona Aboriginal Corporation (WAC) is a group of local 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people who work towards reconciliation by 
forming positive working relationships with local community groups to 
promote Tasmanian Aboriginal culture. Lunnawanna Alonnah (Bruny 
Island) is the birthplace of Truganini, also known as Lallah Rookh (c. 
1812 – 8 May 1876). The corporation is located in Kingston Beach, 
Tasmania, and has functions, interests and activities in the wider 
EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a  loss of well 
control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 92 

Tasmania 
Aboriginal 
Heritage 
Council  

 

Statutory Tasmanian 
Government 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Council. 

Members of the 
Council are First 
Nations People.  

 

The statutory Aboriginal Heritage Council was established under 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 in August 2017.  

The Aboriginal Heritage Council provides advice and 
recommendations to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Director 
of National Parks and Wildlife, and stakeholders on the protection and 
management of Aboriginal heritage in Tasmania. 

As such, the Aboriginal Heritage Council Tasmania will be able to 
provide strategic advice and feedback on the cultural heritage 
assessment methodology in the Environment Plan, specifically the 
assessment of Tasmanian cultural heritage, and the relevant First 
Nations Peoples in Tasmania. Under section 25 (1) (d) it is a relevant 
organisation. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 75 

Victorian 
Aboriginal 
Heritage 
Council (VIC) 

Statutory Victorian 
Government 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Council.  

Members of the 
Council are First 
Nations People. 

The Victorian Traditional Owners are the primary custodians for 
heritage of the past, present and future. A long-standing statutory 
function of Council is to promote public awareness and understanding 
of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in Victoria.  

Council partners with Victorian RAPs and other Traditional Owners to 
improve Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples’ understanding and 
enjoyment of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage. As such, under section 25 
(1) (d) it is a relevant organisation. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

ID 585 

National 
Native Title 
Council 

The National Native 
Title Council (NNTC) is 
Australia's Peak 
Native Title 
Organisation. 

The NNTC is an alliance of Native Title Representative Bodies (NTRBs) 
and Native Title Service Providers (NTSPs) from around Australia, that 
acts as a medium for the sharing of information amongst its members. 
It also provides a platform for outside organisations to consult with 
NTRBs and NTSPs on land and land-related matters. The NNTC 
provides a voice on matters of national significance, including 
representing the views of NTRBs and NTSPs at various forums, and 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 

https://australianfriend.org/a-spiritual-journey-to-weetapoona/
https://australianfriend.org/a-spiritual-journey-to-weetapoona/
https://australianfriend.org/a-spiritual-journey-to-weetapoona/
https://australianfriend.org/a-spiritual-journey-to-weetapoona/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Weetapoona-Aboriginal-Corporation/100068100721409/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Weetapoona-Aboriginal-Corporation/100068100721409/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Weetapoona-Aboriginal-Corporation/100068100721409/
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1975-081
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1.5. Ongoing Consultation with First Nations Peoples 

ConocoPhillips Australia’s methodology for ongoing consultation is included in Section 10.2.5.1 (Ongoing 
Consultation with First Nations Peoples). 

 

First Nations 
(Orgs) 

Relevance to Activity Rationale for Engagement Stakeholder 
area/ 

category 

First Nations Peoples/Groups  

through the submission process to Government policy development 
and legislative reforms, advocating on their behalf on land and land 
related matters. As a peak body, under section 25 (1) (d) it is a 
relevant organization. 

ID 1162 
Lilly Connolly 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

(NSW) 

Self-identified 
corporation with sole 
director who is the 
native owner of the 
Shoalhaven region 
(NSW) 

Lilly Connolly Aboriginal Corporation (LCAC) is dedicated to providing 
culturally appropriate consultancy services across cultural land 
management, environmental and ecosystems management solutions. 
As such, the LCAC has functions, interests and activities in the wider 
EMBA which may be impacted in the unlikely event of a loss of well 
control. 

Organisation 
with FIAs in 
First Nations 
matters 
Section 25 (1) 
(d) 
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1. Commercial Fishers Consultation 

ConocoPhillips Australia commercial fishing measures were identified and informed through engagement with 
commercial fishers and their representative organisations who operate in the Environment that May be 
Affected (EMBA). The process followed the fundamentals underpinning ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation 
efforts but allowed for a tailored approach to achieve a broad capture of fishers and fisheries, unique 
engagement and project planning, and provision of sufficient information specific to the stakeholders needs 
and considering the potential impacts upon the relevant persons’ functions, interests and activities.  

This process also facilitated two-way information sharing between ConocoPhillips Australia and the relevant 
persons, allowing the activity to be co-designed with measures in place to minimise any potential impacts.  

1.1. Tiered Approach  

Section 4.7, Socio-economic Environment, identifies Commonwealth and State managed fisheries within the 

EMBA. The identified fisheries are then assessed and the overlap with the EMBA detailed in both a table and 
a following map. From this analysis it becomes clear that there are two distinct ways in which commercial 
fishers may be affected by the activity: 

• Tier One: These are fishers who hold commercial fishing licenses in Victorian and Tasmanian state 
fisheries, and Commonwealth fisheries that operate within, or may traverse, the operational areas. 
Potential effects on these fishers may be from both planned and unplanned events , including 
displacement of day-to-day fishing operations. 

• Tier Two: Fishers that hold commercial fishing licenses in South Australia and New South Wales state 
fisheries, that have overlap with the largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbons could extend, 
based on the loss of well control low-threshold EMBA. The potential impact for this group is from a 
change to water quality arising from an unlikely unplanned hydrocarbon release. Knock on affects to fish 
population viability or recruitment, or the long-term sustainability of the fisheries are not expected.  

Given that the potential impacts between these two tiers vary significantly, the consultation process required 
an alternate approach for each tier to ensure the process was efficient and proportional to the potential 
impacts. This approach reduced burden and consultation fatigue, by providing information and attempts at 
engagement that were relevant to the likelihood and scale of potential impacts to their functions, interests 
and activities. Identification as to what degree specific fishers and fisheries may be affected, also allowed for 
proportional consultation to occur, as per section 7.4.3 of the Australian Government guidance framework 
‘Supporting cooperative coexistence of seismic surveys and commercial fisheries in Australia’s Commonwealth 
marine area’1. A description of the consultation process for both tiers can be found below in section 1.2, with 
details of sufficient information and reasonable time described in section 1.4. 

The tiered methodology was informed and deemed appropriate through a review of available guidance and 
advice from government, the activities relevant persons and commercial fishing industry organisations. The 
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) provides advice on their website for the petroleum 
industry when consulting with the Commonwealth commercial fishing industry. AFMA states that the level of 
consultation required needs to be closely linked to the nature and scale of the activity  and impacts, as well as 

 
 

 

1 https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/guidance-framework-supporting-cooperative-
coexistence-seismic-surveys-commercial-fisheries.pdf  
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 the potential likelihood of the impact2. Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) also states 
that the scale of the activity and its potential impact on fishing needs to dictate the level of consultation3. The 
Victorian Fisheries Authority (VFA) have a policy for consultation when undertaking seismic surveys in 
Victorian waters. Although the activity is not a seismic survey, the guidance is valid as it pertains to minimising 
disturbance to fisheries, and best consultation principles to achieve this outcome. The guidance states that 
consultation should be targeted and focused on the potential impacts to the relevant persons and fisheries4.  

This is also reflected and expanded upon further by the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council (WAFIC) 
who requests that proponents undertake separate consultation processes for unplanned events that have an 
extremely low likelihood, and only consult if an incident occurs, to manage consultation fatigue with 
commercial fishers5 . This advice is relevant despite the location of the activity, and WAFIC not being a relevant 
person, as the concern of consultation fatigue is a reflection felt throughout the commercial fishing industry. 

1.2. Application of the ConocoPhillips Australia Consultation Framework & 
Principles of Guidance framework 

In addition to the consultation framework and methodology outlined at 2.2, ConocoPhillips Australia has 
tailored and co-designed the engagement method to the individual needs of commercial fishers and their 
relevant organisations. The guidance framework, published by DSIR, NOPSEMA, DAFF and AFMA in February 
2023 to help drive improved cooperation between the offshore petroleum industry and the fishing industry, 
was also considered, along with best practice guidelines from government departments and fishing industry 
associations. 

Commercial Fishers, as with all relevant persons, were empowered throughout the process to determine how 
they were engaged with. This included nominating methods of engagement and requesting their con sultation 
be through a specific representative body. 

Other co-design considerations made include holding three dedicated Commercial Fishers round table 
discussions in the requested fishing ports (King Island, Warrnambool and Portland), postponing the date of a 
planned communication session due to consultation fatigue, and ensuring new dates were inclusive of 
representative organisations visits to the area.  

For Tier One commercial fishers, multiple attempts at communication were undertaken, using the contact 
information held for the fisher. For Commonwealth fishers, if email contact remained unsuccessful a 
registered letter was sent stating Conoco Phillips Australia considered they may be a relevant person as 
Commonwealth statutory fishing rights, fishing permit and high seas permit holders of fisheries identified as 

 
 

 

2 Petroleum industry consultation with the commercial fishing industry , Petroleum industry consultation with the 
commercial fishing industry | Australian Fisheries Management Authority . Available at: 

https://www.afma.gov.au/afmas-research/petroleum-industry-consultation-commercial-fishing-industry (Accessed: 10 
October 2024).  
 
3 Davey, J. and Calogeras, C. (2016) Optimising processes and policy to minimise business and operational impacts of 
seismic surveys on the fishing industry and petroleum industry , Fisheries Research and Development Corporation. Edited 
by I. Knuckey. Available at: https://www.c-aid.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013-209.pdf (Accessed: 10 October 2024).  
 
4 Victorian Fisheries Authority, issuing body. (2017). Undertaking seismic surveys in Victorian managed waters : policy 
for Victorian fisheries Retrieved October 10, 2024, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-708985894 
5 Consultation approach for unplanned events WAFIC. Available at: https://www.wafic.org.au/what-we-do/access-
sustainability/oil-gas/consultation-approach-for-unplanned-events/ (Accessed: 10 October 2024).  
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 present in the EMBA, enclosing an assessment of the potential environmental impact and risks to their activity, 
and the control measures identified and implemented (where appropriate). At the final attempt of contact 
they were informed that due to no response from contact attempts on multiple occasions they would no 
longer be contacted regarding ongoing consultation, although they will be contacted of on-water movements 
should the activity proceed. It was then stated that the fisher could respond and be engaged with if they 
wished, and multiple points of contact once again provided. These fishers were then categorised as 
‘Methodology Met – no response’ in the record of Relevant Persons Consultation.   

The Tier two commercial fishers process was a streamlined approach, to reflect the unlikely and low potential 
impact on their functions, interests and activities. Drawing on the advice referred to in Section 1.1, Tier Two 
fishers were provided with a cover letter and information sheet (2024 Information Sheet 20 –  SA & NSW State 
Fisheries + Maps ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00028), that explained why they were being contacted and contained 
sufficient information for the fisher to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the 
activity on their functions, interests and activities (see Section 1.4). They were invited to engage with the 
activity and multiple points of contact provided. They were also informed that if they did not respond to the 
communication that they would no longer be contacted. The identification and communication methods are 
described below in section 1.3.  

1.3. Identification and Broad Capture of Commercial Fishers and Information 

A methodology allowing broad capture of commercial fishers and fisheries was implemented at the start of 
the consultation process, achieved by using both general community and industry specific tools. Section 4.7 
of the EP identifies Commonwealth and state managed fisheries, using publicly available and requested data 
and commissioned reports, that have recorded catch data in the EMBA in the last 10 years. This allowed 
ConocoPhillips to identify relevant commercial fishers and associations.  

In the wider community the activity was advertised in print and online media, radio and television, and 
community information sessions and webinars, in which relevant persons were encouraged to self-identify. 
An activity website was created, containing resources such as an interactive map, document library, survey to 
establish relevancy, and a Q&A page with a dedicated section on potential impacts on commercial fishers. Key 
messaging promoted network information sharing and encouraged stakeholders to refer other potentially 
relevant persons. A comprehensive information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-RO1-D-00012), detailing activity 
information, a summary of the assessment of commercial fishing (for Tier One fisheries), potential effects and 
interactions on fishing operations, and a Q&A, was distributed in the wider community and during meetings 
with local fishing co-operatives, to provide a further opportunity for informed assessment of relevancy.   

Table 1-1 below, identifies both the Tier One and Tier Two fisheries, and how they were identified. Each 
relevant person’s compliance summary (EP Appendix C1) contains their individual identification method. 
Direct contacts for the individual license holders for Commonwealth and South Australia were able to be 
obtained from AFMA and Department of Primary Industry and Regions (DPIR) respectively. Relevant 
associations and government departments were also contacted as both a relevant person and a representative 
body.  

As stated on their website, VFA (Org ID: 36) will not provide fisheries license holders personal contact 
information, directing titleholders to engage with themselves, Seafood Industry Victoria (Org ID: 49) and 
VRFish (Org ID: 574), and when appropriate individual fishers that provide advice. Similarly, for Tasmanian 
State Fishers Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT, formally Tasmanian Seafood Industry Council, Org ID: 50) and 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment Tasmania (NRE Tas Org ID: 14). The senior fisheries 
manager at Department of Primary Industry advised that whilst he was unable to share the contact details of 
the licence holders, he would forward the letter of invitation and information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-
00028) to them (Event ID: 6212).  

Engagement arrangements were undertaken with three organisations, facilitating information exchange with 
themselves and their members. 
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 • Org ID 49, Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) defines its membership as: a person or entity who holds a 
commercial fishing Access Licence, Aquaculture Licence, Fish Receiver's Licence, quota entitlement or 
permit under the Fisheries Act (1995) Victoria in respect of which a peak body levy is paid for the 
funding of SIV, or - at the relevant time is a voting member or voluntary member of SIV  

• Org ID 6, Tuna Australia (TA): ‘Tuna Australia represents member rights and interests in the Eastern 
Tuna and Billfish Fishery, Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery, Eastern Skipjack and Western Skipjack 
fisheries. There are many members who own or hold concessions in the SBT fishery 

• Org ID 50, Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT): ‘All active fishers in the Tasmanian seafood Industry’  

Consultation with commercial fishers via industry associations is encouraged by both government and 
industry, such as the FRDC funded paper ‘Oil and Gas: National coordination - seismic and other issues’6, the 
VFA policy ‘Undertaking seismic surveys in Victorian managed water’ 7, and in the NOPSEMA guidance 
framework ‘Supporting cooperative coexistence of seismic surveys and commercial fisher ies in Australia’s 
Commonwealth marine area’8. This approach reduced consultation fatigue, allowed individual fishers to 
nominate the association to be consulted on their behalf  or make direct contact with the activity, and 
facilitated sharing of activity information and Community Information session details with both their members 
and within local fishing community's social media pages (Screenshot_SIV_FB_Notice_230712). As these 
associations’ policies do not allow sharing of their contact lists with ConocoPhillips Australia, and there was 
no way to confirm delivery of information with individual members, it was not relied upon as a sole 
consultation method but rather used in conjunction with the other methods described in this section  and 
shown in the table below, to ensure adhesion to the strategy described in section 3.3.1. ‘Sufficiently Broad 
Capture of People and Information’. 

  

 
 

 

6 Telfer, C. (2022) Oil and Gas: National coordination - seismic and other issues, Fisheries Research and Development 

Corporation. Available at: https://www.frdc.com.au/sites/default/files/products/2017-186-DLD.pdf (Accessed: 10 
October 2024).  
 
7 (2017). Available at: https://vfa.vic.gov.au/about/publications-and-resources/undertaking-seismic-surveys-in-

victorian-managed-waters (Accessed: 10 October 2024).  
 
8 https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/guidance-framework-supporting-cooperative-
coexistence-seismic-surveys-commercial-fisheries.pdf  

 



 
 

Appendix C4  21 October 2024 Rev003  5 of 6 
 

Official copy located in EDMS. Unstamped, printed copies are UNCONTROLLED documents and MAY NOT BE CURRENT 

 
 

Appendix C4: Commercial Fishers Consultation Report 

 Table 1-1: Tier One and Tier Two fisheries, and how they were identified 

Commonwealth Fisheries: Tier One 
(Table 4-21) 

Identification Methods 

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 

• Commonwealth Trawl Sector 

• Scalefish Hook Sector 

• Gillnet Hook Trap Sector Shark Gillnet sub-

sector 
• Gillnet Hook Trap Sector Shark Hook sub-

sector 

• Contact details for license holders in relevant 

fisheries obtained via AFMA 
• Engagement with representative associations: Org 

IDs 507, 506, 503, 502, 179, 171, 11, 6 
• Visits to ports  

• Community information sessions 
• Engagement with commercial fishing industry 

businesses  
• Engagement with relevant government departments: 

Org IDs 26, 27 
• Previous activity database  

Bass Strait Central Zone Scallop Fishery 

Southern Squid Jig Fishery 

Eastern Tuna Billfish Fishery 

State Fisheries: Tier One   

Victoria (Table 4-30)  

Giant Crab Fishery • Engagement with representative associations: Org 
IDs 49, 574, 580, 179, 171, 11, 588 

• Visits to ports  

• Community information sessions 
• Engagement with commercial fishing industry 

businesses 
• Engagement with relevant government departments: 

Org IDs 27, 36 
• Previous activity database  

Multi-species Ocean Fishery 

Octopus Fishery 

Pipis Fishery 

Rock Lobster Fishery 

Scallop Fishery 
Sea Urchin Fishery 

Wrasse Fishery 

Tasmania (Table 4-40)  

Abalone Fishery • Engagement with representative associations: Org IDs 

536, 50 
• Visits to ports  

• Community information sessions 

• Engagement with commercial fishing industry 
businesses: Org IDs 549, 505, 25 

• Engagement with relevant government departments: 

Org IDs 27, 14 
• Previous activity database 

Commercial Dive Fishery 

Giant Crab Fishery 

Octopus Fishery 

Scalefish Fishery 

Marine Plant Fishery 

Southern Rock Lobster Fishery 

State Fisheries: Tier Two   

South Australia (Table 4-48)  
Abalone Fishery • Licence holders’ names and address accessed via 

Department of Primary Industries and Regions (DPIR) 

SA, Fisheries public registers 
• Fisheries Managers names and emails accessed via 

DPIR (Org IDs 1153, 1154, 1155, 1156, 1157, 1158) 
• Engagement with representative associations: Org IDs 

515, 516, 1149, 1150 

 

Charter Boat Fishery 

Giant Crab Fishery 

Marine Scalefish Fishery 

Miscellaneous Fishery 

Sardine Fishery 

Rock Lobster Fishery 

New South Wales (Table 4-54)  

Abalone Fishery • Senior Fisheries Manager at Department of Primary 

Industries (DPI) forwarded information to commercial 

fishing license holders Org ID 1159 
• Engagement with representative associations: Org IDs 

725, 388 

Lobster Fishery 

Ocean Hauling Fishery 

Ocean Trap & Line Fishery 

Southern Fish Trawl Fishery 

Ocean Trawl Fishery 

Sea Urchin and Turban Shell Restricted Fishery 

S37 Permit Fishery 
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 1.4. Provision of Sufficient Relevant Information and Time  

Following the NOPSEMA guidelines of early and genuine consultation, in-person and online meetings with Tier 
One commercial fishing representative organisations began in November of 2022, to discuss engagement 
arrangements, provide a project overview and to receive feedback on the planned consultation approach. 
Following this feedback, industry specific information was provided to commercial fishers during initial stages 
of consultation in February 2023,  with a comprehensive Commercial fishing information sheet produced in 
May 2023, which captured the following: 

• Summary of activity 

• Key Information 

• Map and coordinates, with local fishing ports labelled  
• Assessment of Commercial Fishing 

• Potential Effects on day-to-day Fishing Operations 

• Potential interactions with commercial fishing 
• Q and A’s 

• Contact information 

Round table and individual meetings with commercial fishers were held to facilitate information sharing. 
Continued meetings with representative bodies were also organised, providing them and their stakeholders 
information required, or requested, allowing for informed decision making and feedback.  

A minimum of 45 days for a response for Tier One fishers was allowed, this was an extension of the standard 
30 days (see Section 3.6.1) due to the potential impact to their functions, interests and activities, such as 
displacement. In addition, it was also identified that allowing additional time would assist in mitigating stress 
and time constraints inherent in the industry9 .  

The Tier Two information sheet (ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00028) captured the following: 

• Summary of activity 
• Key Information 

• Maps showing fishery overlap 

• Assessment of Commercial Fishing 
• Potential impacts on their operations and management of risk 

• Potential interactions with commercial fishing 

• Q and A’s 

• Contact information 

The reasonable period for Tier Two fishers’ consultation did not need to be extended above 30 days, due to 
the impact being an unplanned activity, able to be clearly described and mapped, and with no long-term 
effects, resulting in minimal assessment time and burden being required by the fisher to make an informed 
assessment of the possible consequences of the proposed activity on their functions, interests or activities. 
This is consistent with average consultation periods within the fishing industry, as evidenced on the AFMA 
current consultation webpage10. 

 
 

 

9 (2019). National Centre for Farmer Health, Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, Deakin University, 
Women in Seafood Australia. Available at: https://www.frdc.com.au/sites/default/fi les/products/2016 -
400%20Managing%20Stress%20for%20Fishers%20Book%20Final.pdf (Accessed: 10 October 2 024).  
 
10 https://vfa.vic.gov.au/featured/current-consultation 
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Appendix C5:  Public Comment Report

1.  Public Comment Process

The Public Comment period  commenced  on 16 November 2023 for a 30-day period, closing on 18 December
2023.  During  this  time  11,440  submissions  were  made  to  NOPSEMA  about  the  Otway  Exploration  Drilling
Program  Environment  Plan  (EP).  ConocoPhillips  Australia  established  a  rigorous  process  to  ensure  that
adequate consideration was given to each public comment submission. The process is outlined below.

1.1.  Stage 1  –  Set-up

During the public comment period,  ConocoPhillips Australia established a  processing team to assess  public
comments  and  ensure that feedback was adequately addressed in the EP and responded to in the Titleholder’s
Report on  Public Comment  (Titleholder’s Report), which was included with the  resubmitted EP.

As the comments were received from NOPSEMA,  the processing team performed the following  initial  tasks:

• Following notification from NOPSEMA that there were submissions in the portal,  the NOPSEMA PST file 
and excel spreadsheet were downloaded and all data extracted into a processing file.

• A unique identifier was assigned to each public comment submission and batches of comments were 
allocated to processing team members.

• A list of themes was established based on themes that were identified during consultation and the 
preparation of the EP.

The theme list was refined over time, with the finalised theme list including:

• Impact and Risk Assessments, and Mitigation Measures

• Environmental and Ecological Information and Effects

• Marine Mammals

• Fish, Sharks, Invertebrates and Fisheries

• Birds

• Consultation

• Tourism Recreation and Communities

• First Nations People, Heritage and Culture

• Climate Change

• Oil Spills

• Other

• Out of Scope

1.2.  Stage 2  –  Initial  Processing

Members of the processing team read  and considered  each of their allocated submissions  to:

• Identify  relevant persons

• Assess claims relating to the activity to which the EP relates, and

•  Assign each claim to one or a number of themes from the theme list.

The processing team also assigned  one of the following  categories  to each comment:

• Templates (where a public comment was provided by an external entity and used by multiple

individuals)

• Templates with additional detail added, and

• Unique submissions.
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Appendix C5

Appendix C5:  Public Comment Report

1.3.  Stage 3  –  Quality Assurance

The  Subject  Matter  Expert  (SME)  Team  then  reviewed  each  claim  to  ensure  that  it  was  a  claim  (not  a
statement, question or other) and that the correct theme/s were allocated to the claim.

Automated data checks were also used to quality assure the work that had been performed (e.g., checking for
existing relevant persons and checking for attachments).

1.4.  Stage 4  –  Collation, Responses, Updates to EP and Titleholder’s Report

Within  each  theme,  claims  with  similar  content  were  collated  into  ‘Matters’.  If  several  comments  were
received  raising  common  issues  about  the  effect  of  the  petroleum  activity  on  a  particular  environmental
sensitivity  or  group  of  sensitives  (e.g.  a  particular  threatened  species,  the  values  of  a  particular  habitat  or
protected places, or a specific fishery), these were grouped into ‘Key Matters’.

ConocoPhillips Australia considered each Matter and prepared a  response to each of the issues or themes 
raised  in its Titleholder’s Report.

Although  a  separate  response  to  each  comment  received  was  not  provided,  representative  claims  were
reflected  under  each  identified  matter  to  maintain  the  intent  and  key  claims  associated  with  the  public
comments, thereby avoiding overly broad generalisations of information and demonstrating transparency.

Matters identified in the public comment submissions that were relevant to the environmental management
of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program were considered in the  preparation of the  resubmitted
EP.

In considering each Matter,  ConocoPhillips Australia  determined  if the  Matter and associated claims related
to the environment management of the activity, and:

• if  comments related  to the EP, or the activity to which the EP relates, a  response  was  prepared for the 
Titleholder’s Report  to explain how the  Matter and associated claims were taken into account or 
otherwise  reflected  in the  resubmitted  EP (with references to sections where changes were made) or by 
explaining how the matter had  already been accounted for in the  original  EP, and

• if  comments did not relate to the EP, or the activity to which the EP relates, a response was  prepared for 
the Titleholder’s Report to  explain that the comments  were  not considered further in preparing the EP 
because they were not relevant.

The  Titleholder’s  Report  was  then  compiled  with  the  responses  referred  to  above,  peer  reviews  were
conducted to  quality  assure  the  information  provided  in  responses  and  documentation  was maintained  to
identify where each claim was addressed within the Titleholder’s Report.

1.5.  Stage  5  –  Consultation

Although  titleholders  are  not  required  to  communicate  with  public  commenters  directly,  ConocoPhillips
Australia undertook further consultation by:

• sending  individual response letters to relevant persons  it consulted with prior to the initial submission of 
the EP,

• attempting to engage with  persons who had  indicated in their submission (expressly or impliedly) that 
they have  a function, interest or activity  that may be affected by the proposed activity, and sending 
individual response  letters to  persons  that claimed they were a ‘relevant person’ or otherwise wished to 
be consulted further, and

• providing general  updates to persons who had requested ongoing communication.
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